Attractions &
Accommodation

Strait of Georgia

Every Second Thursday & Online ‘24/7’ at islandtides.com

Volume 17 Number 7

Your Coastal Community Newspaper

April 21–May 4, 2005

Vancouver Island &
The Gulf Islands, Page 8
Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Tide tables
Saturna notes
Letters
What’s on?
Bulletin board

2
3
4
5
7

Pender OCP
focus groups in
process

Photo: Robert St Amour

Supernatural moment in the northern Strait of Georgia.

PENDER OCP, please turn to page 2

SuperNatural no more—the BC Liberals
environmental record Special Report ~ Mike Logan

The last four years have marked a ‘disturbing trend’ in
environmental policy. In the ongoing effort to market BC as
‘open for business,’ Premier Campbell’s Liberals have slashed
environmental enforcement, moved legislation out of public
view, given away millions of taxpayer dollars to oil, gas, mining,
forestry and aquaculture industries, and dismantled years of
environmental protections during their short time in power.
‘They’ve abandoned the public trust,’ said Jim Fulton,
Executive Director of the David Suzuki Foundation (DSF), ‘this
is beyond hypocrisy.’ He and his counterparts at Raincoast
Conservation Society (Chris Genovali) and West Coast
Environmental Law (WCEL) (Chris Rolfe) independently agree
that the Forest Practices & Range Act is among the most
destructive pieces of legislation enacted in the last four years.
Passed in 2002, ‘it stands out as the largest outrage of the
government,’ said Rolfe. Raincoast’s Genovali commented that
the BC Liberals have ‘gutted an already weak policy and replaced
it with something worse.’ A fifteen-year House of Commons
veteran, Fulton says the Act is resulting in ‘one of the worst
periods of sustainable forest management’ in BC’s history, and
calls the policy a ‘legislative failure. Forest companies do
whatever they like on about half the province.’

Empty Forests

The record on forestry is more reminiscent of Bush’s scorched
earth policies than of the green-minded residents of British
Columbia. The Forest Investment Account is one of the many
negative examples of government policy; it replaced Forest
Renewal BC, a government agency responsible for funneling
logging fees into silviculture and reforestation. Since 2001,
government spending on silviculture plummeted from $82
million to just over $3 million—a mere 4% of previous levels.
The BC Liberals have dramatically increased the rate at
which forests are logged while at the same time slashing literally
thousands of environmental jobs, including several hundred in
silviculture alone. There are no longer any inventory workers in
the Forest Service to survey and report on what forests are out
there, data is provided—on a voluntary and unregulated basis—
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LEGAL, ENGINEERING AND TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS, SUBDIVISION PLANNING

The North Pender Official Community
Plan (OCP) review has begun. To
facilitate community feedback on the
OCP, various focus groups on a number
of issues have been formed. Each focus
group has a facilitator who will report
their group’s comments to the Local
Trust Committee (LTC) in June.
The first focus group, Agriculture, was
held on March 29. Since then there have
been meetings on density transfer,
amenity zoning and local area plans;
environmental development permit
areas; commercial accommodation
policies; parkland acquisition and trails
policies; housing policy and home
industry policies. The last focus group
will be held on May 28.
After the LTC receives the feedback
from these meetings, new or revised
OCP policies will be drafted over the next

by the companies doing the logging. Meanwhile, the province
has exported record levels of raw logs, giving away thousands of
potential jobs from value-added wood processing to Washington
State. For its part, the timber industry has contributed $2.16
million to BC Liberals in the last 8 years.

Abuse of Power

The most far reaching legislation is the Significant Projects
Streamlining Act. This act allows the government to waive local
bylaws, zoning restrictions, and even environmental protections
when a project is deemed ‘provincially significant.’ Furthermore,
the removal of public participation and government oversight
opens the doors to organized environmental crime, something
the Solicitor General identified as second only to drug trafficking
in its threat to Canadian citizens.
Chris Rolfe, Executive Director of West Coast Environmental
Law (WCEL), says Conservation Officers are reporting increases
in illegal hunting and poaching around the province. This isn’t
surprising given that 2,299 jobs were cut from the various
environmental ministries. Now, in election year, the BC Liberals
are touting the creation of 50 new Park Ranger and Conservation
Officer jobs, despite having cut them 3 years in a row.

What Kyoto?

Peak experience—Mount
Erskine acquisition project

An agreement to purchase an 100-acre parcel of land, which
includes the summit of Mount Erskine, has been announced by
the Board of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy. The acquisition
of this property will ensure the protection of a large undeveloped
area on the top of the highest mountain in Salt Spring’s north end.
The Mount Erskine land contains spectacular arbutus and
coastal Douglas-fir forest (which BC’s Conservation Data Centre
classifies as an ‘ecosystem at risk’) along the edge of a dramatic
cliff as well as some wetlands and Salt Spring’s largest habitat for
hairy manzanita. The property also includes a portion of the trail
network from Collins Road to Toynbee Road and provides
spectacular views over Stuart Channel and Vancouver Island
from the peak’s summit and western ridge. The property
purchase would secure the popular trail, since a portion of it is
on private land .
‘This will be an ambitious campaign for the Conservancy. We
need a solid base of financial support from the Salt Spring
community if we are to attract other major funds,’ said Peter
Lamb, President of the Conservancy.’ This land is ecologically
valuable, offers stunning scenic views, and contains part of a
pedestrian trail that leads to the summit. We firmly believe that
it merits our very best efforts to secure its permanent protection.’

MOUNT ERSKINE, please turn to page 2

‘We don’t walk the talk,’ says Fulton of the government’s climate
policies. Though Campbell promised, among other things, to
reduce dependency on fossil fuels, his government has
supported the Duke Point gas-fired power plant in Nanaimo.
Such a facility exacerbates greenhouse gas and pollution
problem in BC.
Meanwhile, cheap, renewable wind and waste-conversion
energy is already available on Vancouver Island, and represents
a large number of potential jobs. ‘Wind energy was nose-to-nose
cost comparative back when oil was $40 a barrel,’ Fulton said,
‘now, oil is at $50 a barrel.’ Meanwhile, energy costs for wind
have decreased.
Despite Canada signing the Kyoto protocol, a move opposed

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT, please turn to page 3
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Mayne Island LTC hears strong community
objections to resort development plan ~ Caterina Geuer
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Destination Resort on Mayne?

The plans presented by the owners/developers and their
architect include 26 units. Eighteen of these would be strata
titled, 650 square feet in size; the other 8 would be the current
rooms in the Inn’s original building. Also included are a 2,378
square foot owner’s residence and a spa, including a lap pool;
plus a retail liquor outlet and 52 parking spaces. While the lot is
zoned for 41 hotel rooms, actual buildings may cover a
maximum of 20% of the total property; these plans would use
up 19.7 % of the total 20% allowable built footprint. The Inn is
located in a rural, quiet residential area in close proximity to
Bennett Bay and the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve.

Lot Line Variances

An undated announcement from the Trust informing some
neighbours of the Inn about the April 9, 2005 meeting was also
meant to ‘inform property owners adjacent to the Mayne
Inn…that it is proposed that the exterior side lot line setback
requirements are varied from 8 metres to 4.5 metres.’
Mr Bernard Taves, the Inn’s neighbour to the immediate
south, gave notice at the April 9 meeting that he had sent a letter
on December 10, 2004 to both the local Advisory Planning
Committee (APC) and the Local Trust Council, stating that, as
long-time (since 1978) property owners, residents and taxpayers,
he and his wife strongly opposed the proposed setback. A
December 15, 2004 letter from the immediate neighbours to the
north, Mr and Mrs V. Bolibol, also strongly opposed the proposed
setback. As Mr Taves commented, if the plan is too large for the
property in question and seems to need variances, obviously the
plan is too large in scale for the property.

Mayne Island Sustainable Community
Association

The question of inappropriate size and scale of this development
plan was picked up by David Scearse, a director of the Mayne
Island Sustainable Community Association (MISCA), who
declared, ‘ We are not opposed to development at the Mayne
Inn. We are opposed to the current destination resort proposed
for the Mayne Inn. We are not opposed to these developers. We
are opposed to the destination resort development that they are
proposing for the Mayne Inn.’
Mr Scearse went on to state that, ‘We have consistently

CCP_05110_Comm_Ad_An_4.qxd
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MOUNT ERSKINE from page 1
In the bid to acquire the property, SSI Conservancy is
partnered by Islands Trust Fund, The Land Conservancy of
British Columbia, Nature Conservancy of Canada, Nature Trust of
BC, and Habitat Acquisition Trust and Capital Regional District.
A major fund-raising campaign has begun to raise the
required $650,000 total purchase cost. The Conservancy asks
Page 1 people to make generous donations toward securing the peak of
Mount Erskine. 0

Septic Field Requirements

Ann Johnston, who for 20 years has been Mayne Island’s
recycling/waste reduction expert and who for the past 4 years
has been promoting septic systems improvement, also made a
strong presentation outlining provincial septic system and
septic field requirements for the proposed Mayne Inn resort
development. The Inn must put in a septic system capable of
handling 5,000 Imperial gallons per day, which means they will
have to receive their permit from the Ministry of Water, Land
and Air Protection. In discussions with the developers/owners
and their representatives, Ms Johnston was told that they will be
installing the FAST system, an approved, but not state of the art,
system. She expressed strong concerns about the levels of
ecologically disruptive nitrates making their way into Bennett
Bay. Due to the amount of sewage created by the proposed scale
of the development, an Environmental Impact Study is
required, with a total of 27 reporting factors.
Ms Johnston closed her presentation with the following tough
questions: Why is the Mayne Inn not installing a state of the art
system that removes 100% of the contaminants, most specifically
fecal organisms and viruses? ... Where is the Environmental
Impact Study by a qualified professional that meets the Ministry
criteria? ... What proof do we have that potable water sources—
both for the Inn and the surrounding residents—will not be
impacted by the disposal of large amounts of semi-treated
effluent? ... How can we be certain that the system, once installed,
will be adequately monitored and serviced?
These concerns were not laid to rest when the owners and
their architect seemed to disagree about the placement of the
septic field in response to questions from Islanders—it is to be
built under four mature trees? with a reserve septic field on the
site of a former well?
Mary Cooper also rose to give a presentation, focusing on
Mayne’s Official Community Plan (OCP) that clearly states in
MAYNE DEVELOPMENT, please turn to page 7
PENDER OCP from page 1

few months. In the late summer or early fall, draft policies will
be ready for community review and feedback. Then policies will
be revised and, by November, endorsed by the LTC .
Information on the OCP and a full list of meetings is online
at www.islandstrust.bc.ca on the North Pender page under
Current Topics.0

Project Green:
Towards a healthier environment
and a stronger economy

D.A.

PROJECT GREEN is a national effort involving individual Canadians, businesses, communities and governments –
working together to build a healthier environment and a stronger economy.
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maintained that it is imperative to down-zone the Mayne Inn
site. Our recommendation is 14 non-strata hotel units.
Downzoning is consistent with the LTC’s legal, policy and
community mandates … the LTC should be cautious in ignoring
the will of the community.’
Citing the ‘brief’ initial environmental assessment provided
to the LTC by the developers as an example of the insufficient
information the Trust has available to help them make such a
momentous decision, Mr Scearse insisted, on behalf of MISCA’s
300 supporters, that the LTC refuse to issue a development
permit at this stage. He also encouraged the LTC to require the
developers to ‘submit a … full environmental assessment, which
addresses in detail the results of the geotechnical assessment,
the impact of the resort proposal on the local water resources, a
clear examination of the type of sewage disposal to be employed
and the effect this may have on the wastewater flow on the site,
a summary of discussions with the affected First Nations, and an
examination of the societal impacts of the proposed resort on
the local community.’

description: Annonce Journal

Day

APRIL/MAY

A capacity crowd showed up at the Mayne Island Community
Center on April 9, 2005 to attend the third community information
meeting on the Mayne Inn’s development permit proposal.
The developers, Murray Rosengren and Dave Hinton, along
with their Bowen Island architect Fritz de Vries, presented a
model and sketches of their plans to the public and to the local
trustees, Jeanine Dodds and Rose Bennett. Gisele Rudischer
from Gabriola attended as chair; also present were Gerry
Hamblin, Mayne’s planner, as well as Wayne Quinn, the Islands
Trust director of local planning services, who came to observe
the meeting.

stud
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
an Jacinto, Rene and Eunice Weatherall’s wooden fishing
boat, had new residents seeking low cost housing a week
or so ago—a pair of Boot Cove herons had a great start on
a nest in the rigging. Rene and Eunice go north fishing every
summer and while they didn’t want to dispossess the eager
herons, they didn’t want live-aboards. Close neighbours Nevar
and Rene devised a faux tree-boat rigging assemblage on the end
of the Weatherall’s wharf and it looks as if the transition is a go!

Public Rights of Way Reviewed

The first speaker, Val Embry summed up the sense of the
meeting to me. ‘This is a great presentation. And congratulations
to Parks and Recreation for serving in this public role. We (the
Saturna public) have been waiting a long time for this work to be
done. I appreciate being in a community that tells me where it is
that I am welcome and safe.’ Islander and Facilitator Ron Monk
commented, ‘Because we are so small, the tension is really
uncomfortable when we disagree and, it is also one of our
blessings because we are actually small enough so that we can
still have a conversation with ourselves.’
Participants generally told Parks and Recreation that they
agreed with Parks and Recreation initiative to apply to carry out
improvements on the four accesses that are now under
consideration by Ministry of Transportation and Highways. The
meeting also ‘told’ Parks and Recreation members that they have
confidence that all legal requirements had been fulfilled and
reminded them that they should be diligent in consulting the
people who owned lots adjacent to these rights of ways.
Last speaker, new Islander, Dan Thachuk said, ‘This has been
an extraordinary get together—the Island has found its way
through such divisiveness. If we can keep together we can
control our destiny.’

On Saturday, April 9, Saturna Parks and Recreation held a public
meeting on public right of way and beach access. The issue has
been contentious lately and the meeting was attended by over a
hundred Islanders. Since there are about 320 residents on
Saturna, when 110 show up for a meeting you can bet you have a
legitimate cross-section of the community. The Community Hall
was lively with discussion of Saturna’s marvelous new aerial map
and the maps identifying the public right of ways under discussion.
In the last three months the community has been full of
letters and petitions and information sheets questioning the
conduct of the Parks and Recreation Commission: in the process
of applying for development permits; in consulting adjacent
neighbors; in conducting its meetings, etc. Needless to say, there
has been lots of tension, animosity, lobbying, rumours and
discussion on Saturna and lobbying of government agencies.
This has resulted in a spiralling conflict.
However, this meeting was positive. Parks and Recreation
Chairperson, Hubertus Surm introduced the speakers and Parks
and Recreation Commission members: Mei-man Lee, Allen
Oleson, Michael MacKenzie, Michael Goldrick, Barb Ropars and
Jane Dixon-Warren.
Jacques Campbell, former CRD Regional Director who helped
set up some of the CRD Parks and Recreation Commissions, gave
a projector presentation showing the four accesses that are under
consideration and details about each one. CRD Director Rich
Tamboline spoke about beach access in general, its great
importance as a community asset and about current negotiations
with Ministry of Transport and Highways. Melanie Gaines spoke
on behalf of the community members who have taken issue with
Parks and Recreation. Senator Pat Carney spoke about Canadian
policy of public ownership. Brian Hollingshead spoke as a
neighbour and resident.
Facilitator Ron Monk then chaired the lengthy forum. The
meeting guidelines were hung up on three of the walls and to the
side of the stage—‘Stick to the issue, Focus on what matters, One
person at a time, Be succinct, Listen to understand.’

Saturna’s Islands Trust Advisory Planning Commission is
composed of: Valerie MacMillian, Bill Sheffeld, Don Piper, John
Money, and Harvey Janszen. At the last meeting, John Money was
elected as chairperson and Harvey Janszen as vice chair. The April
12 meeting started to consider the draft density transfer and
amenity zoning policies to amend our current Official Community
Plan. Another meeting will be held April 26 to continue discussing
the draft policy. Everyone is welcome.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT from page 1
by BC Liberals and oil & gas companies, the province continues
to move in an unsustainable direction. In addition to removing
restrictions on coal-fired power, fish farms, pesticide use,
hazardous waste cleanup, and oil and gas extraction, the
province passed along the costs to the taxpayers. The current
regime is actually costing citizens more, not less, and the damage
to the environment only increases these costs.

Offshore drilling, promotion of polluting coal-fired energy
technology, fish farm expansion into pristine regions despite
proven dangers, and mining in parklands are all part of the
continuing negative trend in environmental sustainability, as is
the very water you drink.

Missing Dollars, Missing Sense

Though the government asserts $150 million is budgeted for
environmental improvements, this amount has already been
spent subsidizing oil and gas roads with tax breaks and royalties.
The government’s budget designated a full $91 million for
‘remediation of crown lands’—the same lands polluted and
ravaged because of reduced government oversight. (Documents
also suggest that the remediated lands are actually targeted for
commercial development following remediation). For every $1
spent on mining, taxpayers pay 65 cents. Taxpayers paid $30
million to clean up the Skeena pulp mill—though the BC Liberals
didn’t inform the public until later—and paid another $24
million for a old-growth logging public relations campaign, and
$5 million to promote salmon aquaculture.
‘Clearly they base their decisions on an ideology they adhere
to and not the best available science,’ Raincoast’s Genovali said
of Campbell’s government, ‘the policies they’ve rolled out over
the last four years are designed to be industry friendly and
special interest friendly.’

Wildlife In Trouble

Only 25 spotted owl breeding pairs remain in BC, yet Campbell’s
government allowed logging of 88 hectares of the owl’s old
growth habitat. Vancouver Island marmots are critically
endangered. Grizzly bears hunting is encouraged. Woodland
caribou and many other species face extinction because of
habitat loss.
Much like George W Bush’s justification that clearcutting
helps prevent forest fires (the opposite is true, by the way),
Campbell ramped up clearcutting to combat the pine mountain
beetle ‘problem’ (and thus increased the spread of pine
mountain beetles as the critters rapidly fled to nearby forests to
find a home).

APC and OCP

ISLAND TIDES, Apr 21, 2005, Page 3

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

Saturna Community Club

Monday, March 7, the Saturna Community Club held its Fourth
quarter general meeting. About 50 people came to transact
community business, hear our financial report, and listen to the
many reports by the groups who fall under our umbrella—
Health, Saturna Island Rescue, Hall Maintenance, Lamb BBQ,
Park Liaison Committee, cemetery, library, recycling, Saturna
water conservation.
Everybody reported they could use more volunteers and
everybody gets lots done in spite of this fact of life! The library
came up for special kudos—they’ve got new art provided by local
artists Karen Muntean and Jack Campbell; 110 new books; and

SATURNA, please turn to page 5

Water After Walkerton

Many citizens assume that following the Walkerton, Ontario
water tragedy that killed and sickened Canadians, the BC
government would provide adequate protection for drinking
water. This is not the case, in fact, water protection regulations
were significantly weakened under the BC Liberals. Under
current laws, the Provincial Health Officer is prohibited from
making any water protection recommendations that ‘might
affect logging or industrial pollution permits,’ according to a
study issued by WCEL. This is considered especially dangerous
because of large-scale clearcutting, reduced oversight of
industrial pollution and hazardous waste disposal, and
restrictions on declarations of watershed protection zones. Does
BC have a ‘Walkerton’ waiting to happen?

Commentary

Elections are an opportunity for real change. Remember the
environment this May 17, and vote with a clean conscience. One
person can make a difference, and it starts with you.
One website bcfacts.org, compiled by citizen groups,
provincial NGOs, and national conservation groups is an
excellent source for more
information.
Source material for this article
from interviews, bcfacts.org,
CCPA and WCEL’s ‘Cutting up
the Safety Net’ report.
Disclaimer: Genovali & Rolfe
took pains to express that they
were not partisan, and were
also critical of the former NDP
government. Mike Logan
invites your comments at
mikelogan76@yahoo.com. 0
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Earth Day
is ‘slowly’
approaching
and many Islanders are preparing to
celebrate with guided walks, parades and info
fairs. Island Tides has just received a great Earth
Day gift—a certificate of appreciation for
outstanding active participation in ‘The Society for the
Advancement of Slow’ (see picture to the right). This gift, from
the Salt Spring Island Chapter, made our day. We have resolved
to live up to ‘Slow’ on deadline day!
Hopefully the upcoming Earth Day celebrations will reenergize Islanders, as much as our award did us, to continue
stewarding these fragile islands.

Salt Spring

The Gulf Islands Centre for Ecological Learning and the Fulford
Community Nature School are celebrating Earth Day on Salt
Spring with a great variety of morning activities (some with ticket
prices). You can choose from a guided kayak trip in and around
Ganges Harbour with Island Escapades, a nature session with
Robert Bateman, an Earth walk at Ford Lake with Judy Raddysh
and Cate McEwen, wildlife drawing with Donald Gunn, a learning
session on local First Nations history with Chris Arnett, an
exploration of the creatures of the intertidal zone in Fulford
Harbour, a talk by Dr Peter Carter on ‘Environmental Children's’
Health’, or a guided walk through the Andreas Vogt Nature
Reserve, led by Andrea LeBorgne and Kate Leslie of the Salt
Spring Island Conservancy. The afternoon will be a fun and
games celebration.
Outer Islanders are invited to ‘camp out’ at the Fulford gym on
Friday night, complete with astronomy session, campfire and

sing-along. Dinner will be
served by the Fulford
Nature Club.

Galiano

Galianoites have been
using the Activity Centre in their gym to prepare for their grand
parade on April 23—they’re making fish on sticks, masks and
lanterns as parade props. There will be local food and crafts at an
Eco-Cafe, kids activities, a drum circle, face painting, a plant and
seed swap and more! And if you’re an early riser, there will also
be a morning bird walk with Mike Hoebel .

Pender

Pender is going all-out this year, beginning with two slide shows
and discussions on April 21 and 22 on Earth-based themes. On
the 23rd, there’s going to be an Earth Day info fair with
entertainment in the community hall during the farmer’s
market—every booth will be focused on what you can do to help
Pender on earth and on land. This will include sensitive
ecosystem maps, Earth Day posters from the last 15 years and a
variety of other odds and ends from local environmental groups!
Plus, the Trinco Arts Council has put together a show called ‘Turn
to the Earth’—both artists and poets will contribute to the event
(see ‘What’s On,’ page 5).
I first moved to the Islands in April and one of the first
community events I attended was Earth Day at Pender
community hall. I watched an entertaining play, performed and
written by PECK (Pender Environmentally Conscious Kids), on
the harmful effects of pesticides. It was a good reminder—how
easy it is to forget that what you and your neighbours do affect
you or your children! I’ve got my fingers crossed that these events
will make a difference and remind people to take it ‘slow’—on
themselves and the earth!0

Readers’ Letters

‘No more hot food on Queen of Nanaimo’

Dear Editor:
Hello Mr Hahn! You just don’t seem to get it, do you? A quick
history lesson then.
Many years ago Premier WAC Bennett took my tax money
and started the BC Ferry Corporation. I and my fellow overtaxed British Columbians own all the ferries! We bought them
and built them (what a concept) and we own them. Now we’re
told that ‘You can’t justify what’s occurring on Route 9.’
I can’t justify what you’re doing to my ferry service—one that
I’ve ridden every weekend (for 17 years) and one where I can
enjoy hot coffee, hot food and camaraderie with efficient service
from a pleasant staff. The place is always full and busy and in the
holiday seasons the line-ups are out the door. They must be
doing something right?
Contrast this, Mr Hahn, to the roaring business (all two
people) that I witnessed a week ago in your exclusive $7 enclave
on the refurbished (?) Spirit of British Columbia. The whole
fantail and only two people! Now that’s an efficient utilization of
space? I also find it repugnant that the only seats on the entire
fifth deck will ultimately cost the passengers more money now
that you’ve turned this vessel into a ‘Disneyland arcade.’ Heaven
help the passengers with a few kids! They’ll need to re-mortgage!
Come to think of it, the $7 quiet zone would probably prove to
be a cheaper (and safer) place to hang out away from the rest of
the hoi pol-loi in the general cargo area. The television monitors
on the sixth deck are also a nice touch. One-and-a-half hours of
the most glorious scenery in the world and we’re expected to
watch TV from the only ‘free’ seats in the house.
Mr Hahn, leave my Queen of Nanaimo alone and leave the
services in place! She’s comfortable like an old shoe, and
contrary to what you want everyone to buy into—the ride is a
continuation of the highway; the passengers for most of the year
are primarily residents and the ship is mine!
After all these years and taxes, I don’t expect my road to make
any money!
Garth Liseth, South Pender Island

Optical Epidemic in the Gulf Islands

Dear Editor:
The short-sightedness of the vocal minority of citizens that are
against Short Term Vacation Rentals is nearing ridiculousness.
As the owner of Breakaway Vacations.com, a local business that

Live Your Dream

offers short term vacation rentals, I thought that I would share
with your readers a few facts rather than fiction about Short
Term Vacation Rentals. Firstly, the owners of the properties we
rent need the revenue so that they can either pay their mortgage
and/or their taxes or to generate needed income. These people
have invested money in your community.
Now I realize that terms like investment and money and
economics and tourists are offensive to this vocal minority, but
regardless you must respect the rights of these people to rent out
their homes so that they be able to make ends meet.
Secondly the tourists that we send to the Islands (one of BC’s
top industries is tourism) spend thousands of dollars in your
community. We recently conducted a poll of our past guests who
stayed in the Gulf Islands and we were pleasantly surprised to
learn that on average our guests spent between $800 and
$3,000 per week over and above their rental costs.
The Gulf Islands do not just belong to the people who live on
them, they are a legacy that have been placed under the
jurisdiction of the Islands Trust by the people of the Province of
British Columbia.
Bruce Fougner, Vancouver

Cathedral Grove Addition A Scam

Dear Editor:
Commenting on Island Tides March 24 article, about the recent
Weyerhaeuser/government 140-hectare addition to Cathedral
Grove, perhaps the Western Canada Wilderness Committee
might believe the steaming stumpfield addition is a great deal,
but those who look for themselves will see a total scam.
Weyerhaeuser has simply rid itself of a useless tax-burden.
Forestry, by nature, is a long term event. The standard UBCdesigned rotation model for responsible logging being about 80100 years. After just seven years of rampant forest destruction,
Weyerhaeuser is pulling out. This is the typical American
corporate model around the world: invade, occupy and
massacre—then cut and run. The world’s largest logging
corporation has exported 1 million cubic metres of immature
30-year-old second-growth raw logs to the USA annually.
Weyerhaeuser has outraged loggers, communities, and First
Nations up and down this coast.
As you quoted me in the article: the fact is that most of this
park addition is a gutted-out stumpfield. There are about 20
hectares of old-growth, but this is a living heritage forest full of
Culturally Modified Trees, which are archaeological resources
protected by law in any case.
However, directly next to Cathedral Grove, there are 500
hectares of rare ancient fir forest, still standing. We want those
Big Trees added to the Grove, not more stumps.
Ingemar Lee, Victoria
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WELL WATER
IS YOUR

Merlin

SAFE TO DRINK?

Barrett

Call us to order our new
Recreational plan book.

Top Soil
Bark Mulch
Composted Manure
Sand & Gravel
We load pickups and trailers
We deliver small or large loads

5115 Polkey Rd. Duncan

Blue Diamond
Gravel & Turf Ltd.
(250) 746-8873

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com

Monday to Saturday 8am to 5pm
www.growell.bc.ca

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

‘What’s On?’
Thursday to Sunday, April 21 to 24

BCYBA Victoria Harbour Floating Boat Show 2005—
displays of over 100 new and pre-owned power and sail boats,
marine accessories and services • Wharf Street Marina at the foot
of Fort Street • THURS–SAT: 10am—7pm; SUN: 10am-6pm •
Boarding Pass: $8, Seniors/Students $6 • Info:
www.floatingboatshows.com & www.TourismVictoria.com/boats
• IN VICTORIA

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Fri to Sun, May 6, 7 & 8

‘Meditation’—Salt Spring Singers’ Spring Concert, including
Fauré’s Requiem • ArtSpring • FRI & SAT: 8pm, SUN: 2pm •
Tickets: available from ArtSpring • Info: Connie Holmes at 250653-9317 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, May 6 & 7

S a t & Sun, April 23 & 24

Crofton Art Group Spring Show & Sale—enjoy art and
refreshments at our annual spring event • Crofton Seniors’ Centre,
1507 Joan Ave (close to the ferry terminal) • 10am–5pm • IN
CROFTON

Saturday, April 30

5th Annual Galiano FUN Triathlon—3km kayak, 13km cycle,
5km run, post-event barbeque; fundraiser for Galiano Fitness
Centre • Montague Park • registration 10am, triathlon 12:30pm •
$25/person, $75/team • Info: Janice Mason, 250-539-2600,
jem@gulfislands.com, www.galianoisland.com/triathlon • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Turn to the Earth: Visual Works of Art & Poetry
Readings—nature-themed works from 35 artists and 6
poets/writers from Pender; sponsored by the Trincomali
Community Arts Council on Pender • Anglican Hall, 4703 Canal
Road • SAT: 10am–5pm, SUN: 1pm–5pm • ON PENDER
ISLAND
Traditional African Drumming Workshop—taught by
Master Drummer Mbuyiselo "Munkie" Ncapayi from South Africa
• Community Hall • 1:30pm • Cost: $20 with pre-registration •
Info: Megan Fisher, 629-6461 or at the Farmers’ Market each
Saturday until April 23 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, April 30

BC Provincial Election All-Candidates Meeting—come and
meet the candidates • Galiano Activity Centre • 1pm • Info:
Andrew Loveridge, 250-539-2507 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat & Sun, April 30 & May 1

Saanich Peninsula Arts and Crafts Society’s 52nd Art
Show and Sale—over 400 works on display, including paintings,
sculpture, miscellaneous crafts, jewelry, textiles; demonstration
artists and feature guest artists Gus and Sonia Galbraith, sculptors
from Lake Cowichan • Mary Winspear Cultural Centre • SAT:
10am–8pm; SUN: 10am–4:30pm • Admission: $3 (children
accompanied by an adult, free) • IN SIDNEY
Advertise Your Event in ‘What’s On?’- $26.75 or $32.10 w/ pic
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Pope John Paul Praised

Dear Editor:
Pope John Paul was remarkable as a religious leader in speaking
out forcefully against agendas and policies of powerful nations
and international institutions.
This Pope devoted his life to addressing the world to
economic injustice and moving the world beyond materialism.
He spoke out against the evils of war and the social impacts of
economic globalization.
He was instrumental at the close of the last millennium in
gathering together leaders of all the world’s religions (including
‘Pagan’ spirituality) in Assisi resulting in the truly historic
Decalogue of Assisi.
This agreement unconditionally ruled out war in the name of
God and religion and set out the transformations in the
individual and human culture essential to eradicate this
disgraceful scourge of civilization. Though this was not reported
in the media, the greatest testament to his memory would be for
people of every faith to promulgate the Decalogue worldwide.
Known to many as the ‘Environmental Pope,’ in 2002 he
expressed grave concern about ‘the negative consequences for
humanity and for all creation resulting from the degradation of
some basic natural resources such as water, air and land,
brought about by an economic and technological progress which
does not recognize and take into account its limits.’
It was on the issue of desecration of God’s Creation that
Pope John Paul joined with the Orthodox leader Patriarch
Bartholomew to heal the rift within the Catholic Christian
faith.
Pope John Paul understood the link of economic exploitation
of our global environment and the world’s politically oppressed
poor peoples.
Reflecting on the process of globalization during his 1998
visit to Cuba, the Pope contended that world is ‘witnessing the
resurgence of a certain capitalist neoliberalism which
subordinates the human person to blind market forces. He
claimed that ‘[f]rom its centers of power, such neoliberalism
often places unbearable burdens upon less favored countries.’
And he remarked with concern that ‘at times, unsustainable
economic programs are imposed on nations as a condition for
further assistance.’
Peter Carter, Pender Island

Not So Democratic Campbell

Dear Editor:
I refer to the letter from Ron Stacey, ‘Campbell’s Best Move
Citizens Assembly’ (Island Tides April 7-20, 2005). Mr Stacey
gives the ‘Honourable Gordon Campbell credit for two very
positive steps toward improving democracy in BC in the future.’
Credit? Yes! Gratitude? Maybe! Praising his motives as being
to ‘improve democracy’? Well ... hell no!
Campbell made three ‘New Era Commitments’ on
democratizing the political system: fixed election dates, electoral
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Saturday, May 7

Saturday & Sunday, May 7 & 8

Victoria Conservatory of Music Garden Tour—enjoy a selfguided tour of some of Victoria’s most beautiful private gardens;
plant sale and live music in selected gardens; the longest running
garden tour in Victoria, a perfect Mother’s Day outing •
10:00am–5pm • Tickets: two-day pass with tour map $25 •
Info/Ticket Sales: 250-386-5311, 1-866-386-5311 or
www.vcm.bc.ca • IN VICTORIA

Thursdays, May 26 & June 2

Crystal Mountain Society’s Spring Program—visiting
teacher, Achariya Doug Duncan, will give two evenings of dharma
teachings; registrations will be accepted for a ten-day retreat,
May 28–June 5, ‘Bringing the Clear Light of Mind into Daily Life’
• Whaler Bay Lodge, 725 Cain Road • 7:30pm • Admission: $10 •
Information/Registration: Noreen Ostrikoff 250-539-5576,
indigo-eye@telus.net or visit www.crystalmountain.org for Doug
Duncan’s teaching schedule • ON GALIANO ISLAND

reform, and replacing the Recall and Initiative Act with a
meaningful one. (As a reminder, we voted 83% plus for Recall
And Initiative in the 1991 Referendum only to see our will
trampled by the NDP.)
Campbell ‘fixed elections days’ himself, quickly! He did the
Citizens Assembly—but with a viceroy of his in firm control of it.
Campbell kept mute on his solemn commitment to make the
Recall and Initiative Act meaningful.
Fixing the election date for 2005 provided extra security,
which he thought he may need after unfurling his hidden
agenda. He turned Electoral Reform to his advantage. In 2009,
the BC-STV may spare Campbell and the Liberals the fate Ujjal
Dosanjh and the NDP met in 2001.
Conveniently forgetting the ‘commitment’ to a meaningful
Recall and Initiative Act, protects Campbell and many of his
mercenaries against being Recalled.
Whatever Premier Campbell may be—a democracy builder
he ain’t.
Tom Varzeliotis, Salt Spring Island

Photo: Rick Tipple

SATURNA from page 3
new shelving units built by Michael MacKenzie to make the
library even more appealing and welcoming.
Karen Muntean, Cunliffe Barnett, and Dawn Wood were
thanked for being the nominating committee for new directors.
Lots of people showed interest in being directors and a respectable
number said they would be table officers in the future. New
President is Jacques Campbell, Treasurer Melanie Gaines,
Secretaries, general-Joan Combes, executive-Priscilla Ewbank,
Vice President Greg Robertson. Executive members Dave
Curwen, Barb Ropars, Robert Montgomery, Dan Thachuck, Jim
Fowler, Dawn Wood. A big round of applause went to Dawn
Wood for her hard work as president for the last two terms.

New Oyster Catchers Sign

Local artist Tom Duquesne has completed a lively signboard
(see picture, above) for the Winter Cove ball park. The
community renamed the field in honour of Bob Hunter who
died suddenly last year. Bob devoted himself to making the ball
field such a wonderful place.

SATURNA, please turn to page 7

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Media Watch

Dear Editor:
The provincial Liberal re-election machine is doing a ‘great job’
to get itself re-elected while covering every angle; an un-debated
budget amidst dozens of election promises, all of which once
they are re-elected can be flushed down the nearest toilet.
Something I have noticed this time around is a similar use of
the media that is not unlike the methods US Republicans used in
their last election. For every letter to the editor or article
representing opposing views on any government policy, within
days there is an official response printed, defending the
government’s view coming from either the minister or cabinet
leader him/herself. Of course, each time, it comes with the latest
statistics, percentages and whatever other twist or slant (smoke
and mirrors) they have crafted together at one time or another.
In other words, we get the ‘official party line,’ written and
produced in a big office with plenty of staff including, of course,
the ‘media-watch’ people who are there to comb each newspaper
for articles of dissent. I think it’s good for all of us to reflect on
this, remembering that all we ordinary people have, is our wits
and a computer on a desk in a corner of our apartment or house.
Some of us don’t even have that (the computer that is!). Or, for
that matter, a house or an apartment—that’s something a lot of
people have lost under the Liberals!
Gloria Cope, Nanaimo

4-Day Week Again

Dear Editor:
Yesterday the Gulf Islands School District #64 unwisely voted to
continue with the experimental 4-day school week for yet
another year. Every parent, except one, spoke against the 4-day
school week and every teenager spoke in favour of it. Given their
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Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design
• Polypropylene-lined
Cisterns—

Steel

4,000-30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION
Simply the best
…any way we package it

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts

Now in Three Locations:
#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527
A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

Our house
packages are
surprisingly
affordable.

Precut 6x8 “D” Log
‘Hybrid’ Timber Frame

Tamlin Homes involves the OWNER at every stage
of construction—from initial design, to materials
selection, project budgeting and construction
scheduling — all to exceed your expectations.

Our packages to ‘lock up’ are perfect for resort locations.

7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Building a
Custom Home?

autoplan

Tamlin International Homes Co. Ltd.
(604) 513-1190 www.tamlinhomes.com
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www.islandtides.com
LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SE AM METAL ROOFING
FO R W ATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

Breakaway
Need Rental Revenue?
Vacations

Put BreakawayVacations.com to work for you

1-800-800-7252

Breakawayvacations.com is a division of
Lloyds Travel & Cruises — 906 West Broadway, Vancouver

Planning vacations for Canadian travellers since 1951

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

Duke Point appeal denied
The BC Court of Appeal has denied leave to appeal the decision
of the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC) allowing the
construction of a proposed gas-fired electricity generation plant
at Duke Point, south of Nanaimo.
Two requests for appeals were made to the Court. One was
brought by the Georgia Strait Crossing Concerned Citizens
Committee (GSXCCC) together with the BC Sustainable Energy
Association (BCSEA) and the Society Promoting Environmental
Conservation (SPEC), on the basis that the BCUC has shown bias
during the hearings. The second was brought by the Joint Industry
Electricity Steering Committee (JIESC), a group of the heaviest
industrial electricity users, on similar grounds plus charges that
the cost of electricity from the plant would be excessive.
Both applications were turned down by Mr Justice Allan
Thackray on April 12. This means that the Appeal Court will not
hear the appeals of the BCUC decision. The applicants have a week
to appeal the denial of their applications to appeal.
BCUC, in its decision to approve the Duke Point plant, accepted
the argument made by BC Hydro that the additional electricity
would be needed on Vancouver Island once the existing HVDC
line supplying electricity from the Mainland (across Galiano and
Salt Spring Islands) was ‘derated’ in 2007. (‘Derating’ means that
while the line could continue to be used, BC Hydro felt that it could
not count on its reliability. The HVDC line is one of three
connecting Vancouver Island to the Mainland.)
The BC Transmission Corp. (BCTC) would replace the line with
a new one the following year, but there was a risk that the HVDC
line might fail at the same time as a peak in consumption, caused
by cold weather on the Island, occurred. (In this event, Norske had
offered to reduce the power consumption of its pulp mills to
compensate, but this option was not accepted by the BCUC.)
LETTERS from page 5
record, the school board’s vote was unfortunately predictable,
despite the pretense of public consultation. The school board
forgets that more than 1,000 concerned citizens signed a
petition to restore our 5-day school week that was tabled in the
BC Legislature on February 17.
The school board’s decision comes only a day after the Fraser
Institute ‘Report Card on BC’s Secondary Schools’ ranked Gulf
Islands Secondary School 132nd out of 282 high schools. How
does this academic decline reflect on the leadership of our
current school board trustees?
It is clear that our school board has not recognized its
fundamental obligation to our students, to the parents, to the
taxpayers of our district and to our community as a whole as set
out in board policy guidelines.
We will continue to work toward electing a new board of
trustees in November, a strong and accountable board that will
honour their public education mandate.
David Banks, Mona Fertig, Salt Spring Island

Whose Onus of Proof?

In its decision, BCUC had made the assumption that the plant
was in the public interest unless there was ‘overwhelming’
evidence to the contrary. JIESC’s appeal said that BCUC had
reversed the onus of proof; that it was up to the applicants (Duke
Point Power and BC Hydro) to prove beyond a doubt that the
plant was in the public interest.
Evidence was presented concerning an anticipated 800,000
tonnes of greenhouse gases annually, of increasing gas prices,
and of cheaper alternatives. Under the contract with Duke Point,
BC Hydro will pay a fixed charge of $35 million annually for 25
years, will pay operating charges, will assume the risk of gas
price increases, and will pay for any cost of greenhouse gas
mitigation under the Kyoto accord. Gas will be transported to
Vancouver Island by Terasen; BC Hydro now has until April 22
to finalize an agreement with them.
The actual cost of the electricity produced by the plant
depends on these factors plus how much the plant is used. JIESC
had estimated that the plant would be used 20% of the time and
that power from the plant would cost 22 cents/kwh (Hydro’s
‘heritage’ hydro-electric power costs 3.5 cents/kwh).
Hydro has not indicated whether the plant would be used
strictly at times of peak demand or whether it might be used as
a ‘base load’ plant to reduce power demand from the Mainland
and make more power available for export. Hydro’s decision on
which strategy to use would depend on the price of natural gas
and the price which could be realized for export power. Either
way, the pollution and greenhouse gas production would occur
in the eastern Vancouver Island airshed.
Both Gabriola Island Trustee Sheila Malcolmson and
Nanaimo Green Party candidate Doug Catley remarked that the
Appeal Court decision throws the decision back to the provincial
government. The NDP is on record as opposing the plant.0

Strait of Georgia Tsunamis—Don’t Panic Yet!

Dear Editor:
In a recent issue (Island Tides, 10 Feb 2005) Steve McDonald of
Mayne Island attracted our attention to some alarming forecasts
of potential tsunamis resulting from slumping at the edge of the
Fraser Delta. Large volumes of sand and fine sediments are
regularly deposited at the river mouth. When these sediments
accumulate, the slope of the bottom may become steep enough
that an underwater landslide occurs, generating waves at the
surface. Compared to earthquakes or above-water landslides,
underwater landslides are rather ineffective at generating
surface waves. I was thus somewhat skeptical of the height of the
forecast waves, reaching up to 20m at the eastern coasts of
Mayne and Galiano Islands.
I contacted Sasha Rabinovich at the Institute of Ocean
Sciences in Sidney. Dr Rabinovich is a skillful fluid modeller and

LETTERS, please turn to facing page

ELECTION/REFERENDUM

Ad

GU
TID

A Provincial General Election and
Referendum on Electoral Reform is under way.
Who Can Register to Vote?
You can register if you are:
. 18 years of age or older, or will be 18
on General Voting Day (Tuesday, May 17, 2005);
. a Canadian citizen; and
. a resident of British Columbia for the past six months.
The registration deadline is Tuesday, April 26, 2005.
If you are not registered by the deadline you can register when
you vote. However, you will require identification and may
encounter line-ups.
How to Register, Update or Confirm:
You can go online at www.elections.bc.ca, visit your district
electoral office, visit a Government Agent office or call toll-free
1-800-661-8683 until Tuesday, April 26, 2005.
How to Nominate a Candidate:
A candidate must be nominated in writing by 25 voters of
the electoral district. Nomination Kits are available from your
district electoral office.
Nomination Period:
Nominations may be filed at the Chief Electoral Office until 4:30
p.m. (Pacific time) on Monday, April 25, 2005. Nominations may
be filed at your district electoral office between 9 a.m. (Pacific
time) on Monday, April 25, 2005 and 1 p.m. (Pacific time) on
Wednesday, May 4, 2005. The list of candidates is updated daily
on the Elections BC website and will appear in local papers
following the close of nominations at 1 p.m. (Pacific time) on
Wednesday, May 4, 2005.
Voting Opportunities:
General Voting Day will be Tuesday, May 17, 2005 from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. (Pacific time). Advance Voting will be available from
Wednesday, May 11, 2005 to Saturday, May 14, 2005, 12 noon
to 9 p.m. daily (local time).

Referendum on
Electoral Reform:
In addition to a
candidate ballot,
voters will be
provided with the
following referendum
ballot:

Should British Columbia
change to the
BC-STV electoral system
as recommended by the
Citizen’s Assembly on
Electoral Reform?

Yes
No

For more information on the Referendum on Electoral Reform,
visit the Referendum Information Office website at
www.gov.bc.ca/referendum_info Or, call their toll-free information
line at 1-800-668-2800 (in Vancouver: 604-775-2800)
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Pacific time) Monday to Friday.
Any Questions?
For further information visit Elections BC’s website at
www.elections.bc.ca or call toll-free 1-800-661-8683.
Operators are available from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (Pacific time)
Monday to Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Pacific time) Saturday
and Sunday.
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Or, contact your district electoral office
Saanich North and the Islands
7-7855 East Saanich Rd,
Saanichton, BC
(250) 544-4400

Hours of Operation
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (local time)
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (local time)
To vote in the 2005 General Election and Referendum on
Electoral Reform, make sure you’re on the voters list at your
current address now.

To Register, Update or Confirm:

now online www.elections.bc.ca
or call toll-free 1-800-661-8683
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Poets Cove Resort pleads ‘not guilty’
On Wednesday, April 13, the operators of South Pender Island’s
new resort development, Poets Cove Resort and Spa, plead ‘Not
Guilty’ in Victoria Provincial Court to charges under the
provincial Heritage Conservation Act. Excavations at the resort
MAYNE DEVELOPMENT from page 2
section 4.6.1.4: ‘High impact destination recreational facilities
that are not part of, nor sensitive to, the natural and rural values
of the Mayne Island Trust area and that are designed to attract
visitors to this area shall not be permitted.’
She also spoke about the work of the recent Visitor
Accommodation Task Force which indicated that current
densities allowed on C2 zoned properties on Mayne are not
compatible with the OCP and the Island lifestyle. C2 owners
could have the number of units allowed on their properties
capped and the density allowed reduced. The mandate of the
task force specifically excluded any discussion of the proposed
destination resort at the Mayne Inn, thus creating a special
status of one business over the other four C2 zoned properties.
Mrs Cooper quoted the case of Enterprises Sibeca Inc. V
Frehlighsberg (a municipality) in which the Supreme Court of
Canada denied a claim for damages brought by the developer
against the municipality due to downzoning and defeating the
development project. This case is an affirmation of the highest
court in our country of the legislative policy behind Section 914 of
the Local Government Act. As long as elected officials are acting
in good faith, they can make land use and zoning decisions in
what they see as the community interest without liability for any
damages that a property owner or developer may suffer.
In this point, Mrs Cooper echoed David Scearse of MISCA, who
stated emphatically that, ‘If the LTC chooses not to downzone the
Mayne Inn site, and assuming no-one sues the LTC for breaching
SATURNA from page 5

Thoroughly Entertained

‘Tango Paradiso,’ the last of the Saturna Arts and Concerts
series, was a fine finale. Budge Schachte, Islander Hank
Schachte’s son, on guitar; Doug Schmid on bandoneon, a cross
between a concertina and an accordion with 121 keys; Antonio
Bernall on violin and Laurence Mollerup on double bass all have
fabulous credits. This group of instruments is the classical
ensemble for Argentinean tango which developed in the brothels
and bars. ‘Tango Paradiso’ plays both traditional tango and their

LETTERS from page 6
the lead author of the paper where the tsunami calculations were
presented (Rabinovich et al., Pure and Applied Geophysics,
2003). He sent me a reprint, so that I could acquaint myself with
the details of the modelling technique, and he pointed out that, in
spite of the relative inefficiency of the process, very large waves
could result from a massive instantaneous slippage over a large
area (3 km by 7 km) of the delta slope. Other modes of slippage
have however been examined. For example, a slump progressing
from deep to shallow water, and involving even larger volumes of
sediments, as modelled by Dunbar and Harper (Marine
Geodesy, 1993), generates much smaller waves (1 to 4 metres).
The manner of slippage is thus as important as the volume of the
landslide in determining the size of the resulting tsunami.
I also consulted John Clague, of Simon Fraser University,
BC’s leading geo-hazards specialist. Professor Clague expressed

disturbed First Nations’ middens and burial sites. A pre-trial
conference is next set in Victoria Provincial Court on December
15, 2005. The trial date for the Poets Cove case has been set on
January 16, 2006.0

its mandate to preserve and protect Mayne Island, then we must
consider the consequences…’ and also, ‘Downzoning is consistent
with the LTC’s legal, policy and community mandates. The LTC’s
own legal counsel did not state that the LTC cannot downzone the
site, just that they should be cautious in doing so. We have stated
that the LTC should be cautious in ignoring the will of the
community. If there is any ambiguity in this area, the LTC should
err on the side of the community.’
Ron Pither also urged the LTC to take their time while
considering this issue, and that they need not feel constricted by
the developers’ timeline.
In reply to questions from the floor during the meeting, the
LTC members made no comment. However Chair Rudischer
stated that people were welcome to make submissions on this
issue to the Islands Trust by sending them to Gerry Hamblin,
Mayne Island’s planner.
It was evident that nearly all members of the public present at
the meeting strongly encouraged the LTC to deny the current
Mayne Inn development proposal and the variance setbacks
included in the proposal.

Comments concerning the Mayne Inn proposal may be sent to
Planner Gerry Hamblin, ghamblin@islandstrust.bc.ca, or
mailed to Trustees Jeanine Dodds and Rose Bennett, or LTC
Chair Gisele Rudischer, c/o Islands Trust, 1627 Fort Street,
Victoria, BC, V8R 1H8.0
own unique arrangements. It was evident that the players love
the form with its traditional ways of playing the instruments. It
was fun to hear such surprising sounds and rhythms.

Lamb BBQ

The first Lamb BBQ meeting has been held. Soon we will cutting
firewood and chopping mint to make mint sauce. Mary Jo
Coulter asks that anyone with mint, not fuzzy mint, please
contact her for donations to the Mint Sauce Making Party. Keep
your eyes open for work bee scheduled events.0
the view that the Fraser River delta front was not likely to slip
away in a manner that would produce large waves. He noted that
there have been recent slumps of the Fraser delta, none of which
generated detectable tsunamis. Geologists have discovered that
tsunami waves leave tell-tale signs of their impact on near-shore
deposits. Traces of large prehistoric tsunamis have been found at
locations on the west coast of Vancouver Island. Professor
Clague and a colleague looked for evidence of prehistoric
tsunamis in near-shore sediments at an east Galiano Island site.
They could not detect any.
So, large waves are theoretically possible for certain types of
delta slippage. However there is no evidence, recent or ancient,
of such events, which should bring some comfort to residents of
Galiano and Mayne Islands facing the Strait of Georgia.
Paul LeBlond, Galiano Island0

ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING
Robert Jackson • 250-337-5309

www.jaxoncraft.com •1365 Sirius Road, Merville, BC

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Eldon &
Eleanor Rosenberg of Mayne
Island, BC intend to make
application to Land and Water
British Columbia Inc. (LWBC),
Vancouver Island Region Nanaimo Service Centre, Land
and Water Management
Division Office for a Licence of
Occupation
Private
Moorage
situated
at
Campbell Bay, Mayne Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412622. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
Street,
501-345
Wallace
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
LWBC until May 6, 2005.
LWBC may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current
Land
Applications
for
more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia’s
regional office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that John William
Knox of Delta B.C., intends to
make application to Land and
Water British Columbia Inc.
(LWBC), Vancouver Island
Region - Nanaimo Service
Centre, Land and Water
Management Division office, for
a Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
seaward of Lot 1 Section 12
Pender Island Cowichan District
Plan 45474, the land being the
unsurveyed Crown land or
foreshore covered by water that
is part of the bed of Port
Browning Harbour, South
Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is file # 1412623.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Senior Land
Officer at 501 - 345 Wallace St.
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
LWBC until May 11, 2005.
LWBC may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit the
LWBC
website
at
www.lwbc.bc.ca under Current
Land Applications for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Vancouver Island
Regional office of Land and
Water British Columbia.
BROWNING HARBOUR

CAMPBELL BAY
APPLICATION

APPLICATION

AREA

MAYNE ISLAND
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
GENERAL SITE MAP 1:20,000

Bulletin Board

(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: April 27, 2005
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS - $17.12 for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS

• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!

4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan
4Adjust bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29.95

$

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if
required

FOR RENT

Galiano Island: 3BR home w/e April
29 to May 2. Sleeps 6 $250/3nts/2br;
$350/3nts/3br. Chef kitchen, decks.
2 5 0 - 5 3 9 - 3 3 4 5
www.topotheheap.com

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER LONG TERM: Private,
large 2 bedroom, 1-1/2 bathroom
home. One very large hobby room
ideal for sewing, drafting etc.–$900.

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW

Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

GSA Auto Sales

1-800-774-1417

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

SIDNEYCARS.COM

Quality Used
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.
We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

GREEN PARTY

Lets export logs and jobs (Liberal
policy). No! says Ken Rouleau
(Green
party
candidate).
www.greenpartysgi.ca

HOME & PROPERTY

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Specializing in…

ROOFING

PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CAL L DAV E WOOD E
C ONTR AC TI NG :

A Division of
Flynn Canada

Servicing the Gulf Islands

ARMOUR

• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

MARINE

ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca

2 50 - 53 7- 2 990 o r
1- 8 00 - 80 4- 6 28 8

Ki r e Gi l l e tt

Licensed Gas Fitter
Journeyman Plumber
Bonded & Insured

T o a rr an ge a
fr ee esti mate:

C al l 2 5 0 - 53 7 - 1 662

@saltspring.com
Email: pipefish@
Serving Pender, Mayne, Galiano &
Salt Spring Islands

HELP WANTED

Fun, interesting, easy income
opportunity hosting visitors this
spring/summer. Contact: 604-7088479 or doriphore@hotmail.com.

HELP WANTED, cont.

Boat Handler 4-5 days/week May to
September for boat located at
Saturna, Mayne or Sidney. Current
Pleasure Craft Operators Card,
Standard First Aid, Bronze
Medallion certificates required.
Please email resume to C Randall
randallc@mala.bc.ca or fax to 250740-6488.

NOTICE

HELP WANTED:
CUBE VAN DRIVER

PENDER ISLAND FREIGHT
AND COURIER SERVICE LTD.
PHONE: 1-250-629-6424
1-800-663-7580

LANDSCAPING
Trevo r ’ss
Garden
M ai n te na n ce
pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

250-629-3380

Tree Stump Removal

Pacific Coast Stump
Grinding Service removes
unwanted stumps and roots
from your landscape.
Environmentally friendly.
ISA Certified Arbourist.

250-652-4788
www.justgrindit.com

HEALTH

Aromath erapy
Massage
Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.

* Therapy for the Mind,
Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Gift Certificates Available

On Pender Island
At the

Serenity Skyloft
629-6739

Feral car
advisory

Pender Island’s feral vehicle
population is under attack. You
know,
those
untamed,
unbrushed hulks lurking in
corners of lots and in the
woods. It has long been thought
that this far-from-endangered
species moves about at night
when no-one is looking.
Nowadays, things are
moving in the woods. Spring is
perhaps calling them back to
the open road. Since April 3,
these old wrecks have been showing up mysteriously on roadsides, where they’re an easy capture for
an enterprising Patrick Weston and his helper. These two Island entrepreneurs have decided to take
advantage of high steel prices and cash in.
Once roped down, the hapless vehicles ended up in Penders’ Highways yard where their vital
fluids and nasty parts are removed and their bodies crushed. Trucking off-Island is the final indignity.
As a note to local human residents, Patrick and his assistant are removing the old roadsters for
free and hope to get ’em all in the next few weeks— contact Patrick at 250-744-7188. Tim Grohs, CRD
Building Inspector, is pleased with the exodus—hulks leaking fluid are nasty groundwater pollutants
and considered unsightly by some. Many folks are glad to see them go, though the Feral Car
Protection Society is warning cars to head deeper into the bush and stay clear of roads and tracks.0

Li Read
See Li for all
your Gulf Islands
Real Estate!

Toll-free:

1-800-731-7131

WWW.LIREAD.COM

4/11/05
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• Galiano

On May 7, participants in the 5th Annual Galiano
Fun Triathlon will hit the water. It’s a ‘ferry
friendly’ community event coordinated to
accommodate participants from other Islands.
Previously participants have come from Galiano,
Mayne, Saturna, Pender & Salt Spring Islands
(as well as from Vancouver Island and the
Mainland). Last year a group of three from Salt
Spring & Galiano banded together and won the
team event, while the fastest individual was a
woman from Victoria.
Although the event attracts big names from

time to time, you don’t have to be a super athlete
to get involved. In the past most teams have been
a mixture of family, friends, or even work
colleagues who completed the course of 3km
ocean kayaking, 13km cycling, and 5km running.
An awesome barbeque awaits the finishers,
along with great awards and prizes.
The triathalon is the key fundraising and
awareness event for the Galiano Fitness Centre,
which opened its doors in August 2004. For
more information see the ‘What’s On?’on page
5 or www.galianoisland.com/triathlon.0

Islands receive recreation funding
After years of work the Salt Spring Island Parks,
Arts and Recreation Commission will finally be
able to build a swimming pool and an indoor
tennis court for their community of 10,000.
Fundraising has been completed with a
$2,000,000 grant from the BC Community
Development Initiative.
The Rainbow Road Recreation Centre will
feature an 1,800 square metre pool facility
(including a 6-lane tank, a warm water, shallow
entry leisure pool), whirlpool, sauna, change
rooms, viewing area, offices, and public meeting
room. The facility will be accessible by persons

with disabilities.
The 1,300 square metre tennis building will
include two courts. The two buildings will occupy
about 13,000 square metres of a total site area of
3.16 hectares.
Also recently announced were grants for
$100,000 to renovate Salt Spring’s heritage
Mahon Hall and a $48,266 grant to build a
skateboard park on Galiano Island.
The Salt Spring and Galiano Islands are in the
Saanich North and the Islands riding of Liberal
CAWS Minister Murray Coell.0

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B
360º Breathtaking
Oceanfront Views

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub,
ensuite,
fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800

• Mayne

Visit:

H499-DOJ-04E.qxd

• Salt Spring

Get training for Galiano Triathlon ~ Janice Mason

• Pender

Email:
islands@liread.com

for the widest
selection of listings
& Gulf Islands info!

Serving:
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www.penderislandshangrila.com

• Saturna

The Haven B&B

• Smaller
Islands

Quiet location, close to
university + hospital.
Organic breakfasts.
Ensuite. $40-$60

In Peaceful Victoria

Spri ng

Visit our
advertisers
online:

www.islandtides.com

250-598-7015

Unique yet
equal

Section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
guarantees that everyone in Canada is equal under the law.
Since April 1985, it has protected each of us, and continues
to define the kind of country we want to be.

The Charter. It’s Ours. It’s Us.

20th Anniversary of Section 15 of the

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
Government
of Canada

Gouvernement
du Canada

1 800 O-Canada

Enjoy!

canada.gc.ca/section15

