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Tidal turbines for
Seymour Narrows area
The site of a first of it’s kind tidal energy
project is in the tidal channel between
Quadra Island and Maude Island, just
north of Campbell River.
project,
Canoe
Pass
The
Commercialization Project, will involve
the removal of a causeway constructed
between the two islands for the 1958
Ripple Rock destruction, restoration of
the tidal current flow and the
installation of a mechanical span across
the channel for two 250-kilowatt (KW)
turbines to harness tidal power. The
strong tidal currents in the passage are a
key element in the powering of the
turbines.
The Ripple Rock explosion blew the
tops off of underwater peaks in
adjoining Seymour Narrows. Before
their destruction, the peaks played
havoc with navigation through the
narrows, claiming many lives.
BC Ministry of Small Business,
Technology and Economic Development
has awarded Campbell River’s Canoe
Pass Tidal Energy Corporation (CPTEC)
$2million from its Innovative Clean
Energy (ICE) Fund. The company plans
to have its turbines in place before the
end of 2010. The project is being
implemented by the Canoe Pass
Consortium which includes Calgary’s
New Energy Corporation of Calgary. 0

Photo: Tom Hobley

Mayne Island’s May Day celebration is a magical event.

Galiano PMFL
solution delayed

Nearly three million British Columbians
or 91% of eligible voters are registered to
vote in the May election and referendum
on electoral reform, announced Chief
Electoral Officer Harry Neufeldon on
April 15.
British Columbians have responded
in record numbers to Elections BC’s ‘Get
on the list!’ voter enumeration
campaign. Since February 2 this year,
when enumeration efforts began,
383,715 voters have been added to the
list, updated or confirmed their
registration, or were removed from the
list because they moved or passed away.
Across the province, the highest rate
of voter registration is in the RichmondDelta region, where 94.22% of voters are
registered. The lowest rate is in the
north of the province, where 87.91% of
voters are registered.
As of Writ Day, April 14, the official
start of the election, the preliminary list
for the May 12 election contains the
names and addresses of 2,943,399
voters. This is almost 200,000 more
registered voters than at this point in the

The Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA), says that it is pushing
to make sure a key initiative affecting land use on
Galiano Island isn’t forgotten during and after the
provincial election campaign.
The non-profit grassroots group, along with the
Residents and Owners Association of Galiano, have
been pressing the province and Islands Trust to clear
up the jurisdictional conflict between the Islands Trust
Act and the Private Managed Forest Land Act
(PMFL). The issue has been studied by Islands Trust
for the past four years and needs to be resolved.
The effect of the conflict exposes Galiano to
unregulated land use development and weakens the
Trust’s mandate to preserve and protect the Gulf
Islands.
‘We wanted to have this settled by a provincial
Order in Council before the government ended its
current session,’ said GIA’s chair Misty MacDuffee,
‘With the scheduled sitting cancelled, we now have to
make sure the good will and intent shown by the
province and our trustees continues with the next
government. A meeting between senior government
officials in the Ministry of Community Services and the
Galiano Local Trust Committee is expected in June,
but that’s well after the election and after the review of
Galiano’s Official Community Plan has begun.’
Following a GIA presentation at the Islands Trust
Council meeting in March, many trustees favored a
pilot project to try the proposed Order in Council. This
would give the Trust more land-use control over
Galiano’s private managed forest lands, an area which
could amount to roughly 40% of the island. The issue
was then taken to the province by the Trust’s executive
committee.
‘It’s safe to say that without a clear and unequivocal
resolution to the PMFL issue, a comprehensive OCP
review cannot be carried out, as community resistance
will be too great,’ MacDuffee commented.

VOTERS, please turn to page 11

GALIANO, please turn to page 2

Voters signing
up in record
numbers

is available at these

Survey says 65% support BC-STV
The numbers are in and British Columbia
voters are giving a big thumbs up to electoral
reform with 65% saying they will vote for BCSTV in the upcoming referendum on May 12.
That is the top line result of a major survey
conducted by Angus Reid Strategies. Support
for a new way of electing our MLAs is
particularly strong among younger voters—
those 18 to 34—at 74%.
‘The survey results indicate that British
Columbians and particularly younger voters are
ready to embrace a new electoral system in
British Columbia,’ said Catherine Rogers, vice
president, Angus Reid Strategies. ‘A large
majority are looking for electoral change and
want an electoral system that is fair and that
elects MLAs who are more accountable to
them.’
When presented with the question that will
appear on the ballot, 65% said yes to BC-STV
while only 35% chose to keep the current firstpast-the-post system. Angus Reid Strategies
conducted the online survey March 9–12 and
polled 702 British Columbians across the
province.

While support for BC-STV continues to
grow, awareness of the upcoming referendum
is only 44%. The campaign team for adopting
BC-STV is working hard across the province to
raise awareness of the ballot question and to
encourage all British Columbians to learn about
BC-STV and join the discussion about electoral
reform.
‘Building awareness is key for us. When the
Citizens' Assembly was formed in 2003, its
mandate was to make sure we had an electoral
system that was fair and representative of the
voters’ wishes,’ said Shoni Field, a former
member of the Citizens’ Assembly. ‘The more
we researched different systems the more
support there was for this particular one. When
the Assembly’s group of 160 average British
Columbians were fully aware of the issue, 95%
of us backed BC-STV.’

High Voter Turn-Out Needed
‘To win the referendum we will need voters to
turn out in big numbers on election day. There
are groups that have a traditionally low voter
REFERENDUM, please turn to page 8

Secret agreement would extend TILMA
penalties to all provinces
On December 5, 2008, federal, provincial, and
territorial trade ministers signed two
agreements extending the terms of the 1995
Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT).
The first agreement, which was announced
in December, formalized the right of any
worker certificated in any province to work in
any other province. It was made public only
after it was signed.
The second agreement, which has not yet
been published, reportedly enshrines dispute
resolution and penalty procedures in the AIT.

SERIOUS COFFEE

These are patterned on those included in the
Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility
Agreement (TILMA) between BC and Alberta,
which formally went into effect on April 1.
This secrecy apparently results from the fact
that the AIT changes have not yet been ratified
by all provincial and territorial cabinets, says
Steven Shrybman, author of a recently released
report on trade law, State of Play – Canada’s
Internal Free Trade Agenda. It reflects, he
says, ‘an internal trade agenda that is
TILMA, please turn to page 11

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
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A Visit To One Skookum
Fisherman
Christina Ferrero

AT POINT ATKINSON

APRIL/MAY
Time

Day

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

21
TU

0245
0924
1514
2054

13.8
7.2
11.8
7.5

4.2
2.2
3.6
2.3

29
WE

0235
0652
1430
2223

11.5
13.5
1.6
15.1

3.5
4.1
0.5
4.6

22
WE

0310
0952
1608
2141

13.8
5.9
12.5
7.9

4.2
1.8
3.8
2.4

30
TH

0356
0747
1525
2320

11.5
12.5
2.6
15.1

3.5
3.8
0.8
4.6

23
TH

0334
1023
1658
2224
0359
1056
1748
2306

13.8
4.6
13.5
8.5
14.1
3.3
14.1
9.5

4.2
1.4
4.1
2.6
4.3
1.0
4.3
2.9

1

0527
0903
1625

10.8
11.8
3.6

3.3
3.6
1.1

2
SA

0012
0647
1045
1729

15.1
9.5
10.8
4.9

4.6
2.9
3.3
1.5

25
SA

0427
1133
1838
2350

14.4
2.3
14.8
10.2

4.4
0.7
4.5
3.1

3
SU

0058
0744
1236
1837

14.8
8.2
10.8
5.9

4.5
2.5
3.3
1.8

26
SU

0457
1212
1931

14.4
1.3
15.1

4.4
0.4
4.6

4

27
MO

0037
0530
1254
2026
0130
0608
1340
2124

10.8
14.4
1.0
15.1
11.5
14.1
1.0
15.1

3.3
4.4
0.3
4.6
3.5
4.3
0.3
4.6

0137
0829
1412
1944
0211
0909
1528
2046

14.8
6.9
11.5
7.2
14.4
5.2
12.1
8.2

4.5
2.1
3.5
2.2
4.4
1.6
3.7
2.5

0243
0945
1631
2143

14.4
4.3
13.1
9.2

4.4
1.3
4.0
2.8

24
FR

28
TU

FR

MO

5

TU

6

WE

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

Call 250-629-3660 or
islandtides@islandtides.com

A few weeks ago I was visiting my friend on Galiano. She took me
over to the Penalakut Band Reservation and introduced me to
her neighbour, an elder at the First Nations reserve. His niece
had been bitten and scratched by one of her eleven cats, and the
wound was festering, causing her arm to swell.
We immediately went to fetch first-aid supplies, and I
undertook the task of boiling water, picking sage as a medicinal
cleanser, soaking and later dressing the wound. I went back four
times to change the dressing. This provided an opportunity to
chat with both of them, and spend a few moment in time with
this amazing man.
He said he heard kids on the water trying to fish. Sure
enough, my two sons had been attempting to catch something
with a solitary hook and line, and the fish hook had caught on a
rock underwater and disappeared.
Without ceremony, he simply said ‘I’ll fix that.’ He pulled out
a well-worn tackle box from under the couch and gave me, not
one, but a handful of metal hooks. He then offered me two
brightly colored lures, and with great artistry and a practiced
hand, tied the lines. I observed in awe how his hands moved,
working the instruments of his trade with great dexterity and
skill. I thanked him, and he offered
to take the boys out next time we
came to the Island, and ‘show them
a few things.’ On the doorstep, after
cursing the cats, this fisherman said
goodbye.
On Easter Saturday night, our
family was back on Galiano. I had
been nettle picking with my
daughter, and was planning to take
our new friend a stinging nettle
quiche when we visited him.
We were working in the garden
on Sunday afternoon pulling weeds,
turning over sod, raking the
grounds and pruning when a
neighbor came over to tell us that
our new freind had gone to the
other side in his sleep, and was no
longer with the living.
I had only just met him, and yet
I was filled with great sadness,
because he was one of those people
you never forget, and my brief encounter with him had touched
me profoundly. I cannot begin to imagine what it must be like for
his immediate and extended family and his many long-time
friends. I hope there is comfort in the knowledge that he was loved
and is remembered by many.
Born on Salt Spring Island in 1938, he fathered nine children,
is survived by two wives, ten grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren. He taught and mentored countless others and
was renowned for his understanding of nature and as a master
fisherman. He could shoot at a target with ease and, when sober,
never missed. A colourful character, he joked and laughed a lot,
and had enough mo-jo to last him until his last moments.
At seventy, his first words to me were: ‘Hi, are you married?’
… ‘Too bad, I’ve got waterfront property here.’ Stories told at his
wonderful memorial at Galiano’s North End Community Hall

Edmund Lawrence Crocker
April 9 1938-April 9, 2009
Passed away peacefully April 9, 2009 on Galiano Island.
Edmund was born April 9, 1938 on Saltspring Island.
Edmund was survived by sisters Mary Joe, Francis
Crocker and Irene Elliott and brothers Henry Crocker and
Andy Crocker.
His children with wife Edith are Mechelle, Mike, Jackie,
Carmen (Bill Baker), Tony (Cathy Dobie).
His children with wife Marge are Candy (Joey Caro),
Cheryl (Dan Law), Stacey (Fred Mitchell) & Kim (Paul
Mitchell).
Edmund’s grandchildren are Teresa Georgeson; Shawn &
Shane Werk; Alexis and Dennis Baker; Tania, Adrianna &
Jordan Crocker, Cam Crocker & Jody Mitchell. His great
grandchildren are Anthony, Ayla & Nathan Georgeson and
Jeremy Crocker.
Edmund was predeceased by brothers Michael, Johnny &
Angus Crocker, sisters Pauline Crocker and Anita Jim, and
daughter Roberta Jean Crocker.
Burial was held at Central Cemetery on Salt Spring Island
on April 13, 2009. A Memorial Service was held at the North
Galiano Island Hall on April 14.
M.C.
bore testament to his love of women, his love of nature, his jovial
sense of humor and his inborn ability to teach others and share
his knowledge freely.
This man was all about the Pacific
saltchuk on the rugged shores of
which he lived, simply, in a small
house. Although the band had remodelled his kitchen and bathroom,
and put in new cabinets and counters,
they had not installed the pipes, and so
he lived without running water or
indoor plumbing.
What he did have was an intimate
and direct relationship with the world
around him. He fed all the creatures,
knew everything there is to know
about the movements of fish, krill, and
seabirds, and read the surface of the
waters in the Salish Sea like others
read books. He knew precisely when
the sun had reached its zenith, and
counted when the Solstice was not by
the calendar, but by where it set in
relationship to the mountains.
Frank, a longtime friend, shared
that he had taken him out fishing
once, and that he could tell, by the type of bubbles on the surface,
what was below. He didn’t need sophisticated technology, GPS
or thermal photography. He had that other kind of knowledge
that comes with experience and practice, that crazy wisdom of
poets, artists, hermits and saints.
He died in his sleep of a heart attack on Friday, April 9, 2009,
the day of his seventy-first birthday. The stories and memories
about this fisherman will outlive him because he was, simply put,
bigger than life. He was one skookum fisherman.
After the wonderful memorial, I was invited to the house and
was fortunately able to take the nettle quiche to share with his
family and close neighbors. The image of his immediate family
(who inherited his intelligence and good looks), dressed in black,
each walking down the path with a single red rose, will be with
me forever. 0

GALIANO from page 1

Conflicting Legislation

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

APRIL/MAY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

21
TU

0221
0858
1445
2007

9.8
5.6
7.9
5.6

3.0
1.7
2.4
1.7

29
WE

0215
0541
1349
2228

9.5
9.8
0.7
11.2

2.9
3.0
0.2
3.4

22
WE

0242
0918
1552
2052

9.8
4.6
8.5
6.2

3.0
1.4
2.6
1.9

30
TH

0358
0627
1445
2320

9.2
9.5
1.3
11.2

2.8
2.9
0.4
3.4

23
TH

0259
0943
1650
2136

9.8
3.6
9.2
6.9

3.0
1.1
2.8
2.1

FR

1

0540
0734
1544

8.5
8.5
2.3

2.6
2.6
0.7

24
FR

0317
1012
1745
2219

10.2
2.3
9.8
7.9

3.1
0.7
3.0
2.4

SA

2

0006
0647
0926
1647

11.2
7.5
7.9
3.3

3.4
2.3
2.4
1.0

25
SA

0337
1046
1840
2304

10.2
1.3
10.2
8.5

3.1
0.4
3.1
2.6

SU

3

0045
0731
1147
1751

10.8
6.2
7.5
4.3

3.3
1.9
2.3
1.3

26
SU

0400
1125
1936
2355

10.5
0.7
10.8
8.9

3.2
0.2
3.3
2.7

MI

4

0117
0807
1347
1855

10.5
5.2
7.9
5.2

3.2
1.6
2.4
1.6

27
MO

0429
1209
2034

10.5
0.3
10.8

3.2
0.1
3.3

5

0145
0840
1518
1954

10.5
3.9
8.5
6.2

3.2
1.2
2.6
1.9

28
TU

0056
0502
1257
2132

9.5
10.5
0.3
11.2

2.9
3.2
0.1
3.4

6

0209
0911
1627
2052

10.2
3.0
9.2
7.2

3.1
0.9
2.8
2.2

TU

WE

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

The Islands Trust Act includes a policy statement to protect:
‘natural processes, habitats and species including those of the old
forests, Coastal Douglas-fir forests, Coastal Western Hemlock,
Garry Oak/Arbutus forests … [and plan] for the cumulative
effects of existing and proposed development to avoid
detrimental effects on watersheds, groundwater supplies and
Trust Area species and habitats.’
But this enlightened mandate is undermined by competing
legislation, the Private Managed Forest Land Act (specifically
Section 21) that prohibits a local government, such as Islands
Trust, from doing anything ‘that would have the effect of
restricting, directly or indirectly, a forest management activity.’
The issue is further complication by Galiano’s imminent
Official Community Plan (OCP) Review. Trevor Swann, chair of
the PMFL Council, has said that the critical portions of the PMFL

Act are inoperative for Galiano because the current OCP was
adopted before the PMFL Act. Many residents are concerned
that the ‘grandfather’ advantage will be erased when a new OCP
is adopted.
During the Islands Trust’s last three-year term, the majority
of Galiano Island voters endorsed the position that no legislated
resolution of the Galiano Forest Lands controversy was possible
without an OCP Review. Meanwhile, the former local trustees
unsuccessfully attempted to pass an OCP amendment and land
use bylaw without a review.
A section of the PMFL Act provides a mechanism that would
resolve the situation; it allows the Lieutenant Governor in
Council to ‘make regulations exempting a person, place or thing,
or class of persons, places or things, from a requirement of this
Act.’
The Gulf Islands Alliance is a three-year-old grassroots
organization of Gulf Islanders who support the Islands Trust in
achieving its legislated object of preserving and protecting the
Gulf Islands. 0

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

REMOVE:

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

autoplan

Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net
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Good Life ~ Brian Crumblehulme

Ten reasons for eating local

L

ast spring I was privileged to be invited to speak to the
Pender Island Farmers Institute on the subject of local
foods. The ideas presented are distilled from my eclectic
readings and observations and are therefore borrowed or stolen.
You do not have to agree with them all but I sincerely hope that
at least one will resonate sufficiently to create heat and action.

1.Global Warming
We have all heard about global warming. It has been happening
for several generations and involves a complex of interacting
systems. I will refer to only one—energy. The affluent world and
those aspiring to affluence practice a profligate expenditure of
non-human energy. ‘Earth Overshoot Day,’ the date by which we
have already consumed all the renewable resources the planet
generates in the year, occurred in September last year; for the
remaining 25% of the year we drew down that capital. In
addition, the largest single source of the energy we use comes
from non-renewable coal, oil and gas for transportation, plastics
and petrochemicals, and so on. It’s a lot like owning a few
hundred slaves to do your work for you.
One third of that energy is used by the food industry for farm
equipment, fertilizers, irrigation, pesticides, herbicides,
fungicides, transportation, processing, preserving, packaging—
the list goes on. The average food item in North America travels
2,000 kilometres before it reaches your paper plate. To bring
broccoli from China, lettuce from Peru and apples from New
Zealand does not make sense. We grow better produce right here
without requiring an oil subsidy. And we have the climate to
grow these items fresh year round. We can even grow asparagus,
strawberries, tomatoes etc, almost year round without resorting
to greenhouses heated to tropical temperatures; the technology
is 300 years old. About 30% of the energy used in the food
industry is a direct result of transportation. Another 30% is
gobbled up by the packaging industry, packages that more often
than not, are buried for our grandchildren to find. The food
industry alone accounts for 31% of global warming. When you
buy local you eliminate one third of that energy demand.

2. Economics
When you buy an item made or grown in another country your
money leaves your pocket, your community, your region,
province and country to be siphoned off into the global
multinational system. Less than 1% may stay in the community
where the supermarket is located. If you grow your own it will

cost you a packet of seed, maybe a bucket of manure and some
sweat. If you buy from a local grower, your money stays in the
community and if your grower supports other local businesses
your dollar may be recycled 3 or 4 times before it is vacuumed
out by the banks and multinationals.
Trade is good, it shares resources and allows us to experience
the larger community, it also invokes a responsibility. But to give
away all our money to multinationals that are larger than many
governments and behave like pirates is irresponsible. This
money does not benefit growers in developing countries; it goes
into offshore bank accounts where it is used to manipulate global
currencies enslaving millions of people in a downward spiral of
poverty and driving more millions off their land. This
unregulated and immoral house of cards collapsed last fall when
faith in the name of greed ran out of excuses.
International business has no morality and only one motive,
profit at any cost. You and I cannot change the world of politics
and greed, but we can ignore it. We can refuse to participate in
the avaricious game of winner take all. Learn the cash flow of
your community and spend your money there.

of meat offal. To combat this indigestion they are also fed huge
quantities of pharmaceuticals (by far the largest use of
pharmaceuticals in North America is used to keep animals alive
in the cattle, pig and chicken factories) which ultimately means,
that you end up swallowing those chemicals also.
Based on the bottom line it is economically cheaper to raise
cattle, pigs and chickens together in tight pens and barns, feed
them an incredibly rich diet for which they are not adapted, and
drug them into a zombie-like state that is nearer death than life,
than to simply let them range free and eat grass.
Without going into more details, it is a sickening and
disgusting business created not for your benefit but the most
expedient way to take your money for least effort; an ethic that
asserts it is better to buy stale produce from another country that
could be grown cheaper, better and tastier at home.
For at least 100 years it has been said that a visit to an
abattoir, packing plant, killing factory—choose your own
euphemism—is the best way to become vegetarian.
But it isn’t necessary to become a vegetarian, though granted
we eat far more meat than dietary needs demand. Supermarket
meat—chicken, pork and beef—is cheaper because the cost of
raising, killing and packaging the animal is a subsidised business
on a grand scale. If government subsidies were directed to local
producers as much as they are to corporate hegemonies, local
meat would be cheaper, safer, better tasting, with a potentially
far better quality of life for the animal.
Now for the vegetarians: home-grown and market-bought
veggies can be cultivated sustainably for centuries; in Europe
there is land that has been tilled for two thousand years, in China
some of the best land has seen four thousand years of continuous
cultivation; land that is still green, productive and healthy.
Imported rice grown on Californian or Texan desserts have
resulted in the massive water-loss of the US south and west
(water they are now hoping to recoup from Canada) and the
resultant salination of thousands of acres of land. (One of the
reasons, incidentally, that there is so much interest in developing
genetically modified crops, is to produce tomatoes and onions
that can withstand higher concentrations of salt.) The ubiquitous
soy bean likes a warm climate so millions of acres of jungle and
forest are still being cleared to satisfy the demand for tofu. The
same goes for palm oil plantations, corn, and canola.
A mono-culture crop is not sustainable. It can be kept going
TEN REASONS, please turn to page 9

3. The Ethical Argument
We are omnivorous animals, eating fish, dairy products and
meat is a good thing for our diet. If you raise or catch your own,
or buy from a local farmer or fisherman, you know where that
animal came from, how it was raised and if you ask nicely, how
it was killed. I won’t go into the hypocrisy of paying someone else
to do your killing for you because I do it too, at least most of the
time.
But where, you might ask, does the supermarket steak, pork
ribs, or chicken really come from? Certainly not from around
here. It used to be that cows and pigs were raised on grass and
wild plants for a couple of years, nowadays most beef is raised on
a corn supplemented diet for 5-6 months, shipped off to a feedlot
for force feeding, and slaughtered in 10 months. They spend
weeks, often months, on a super-fattening diet in a feedlot
standing knee deep in their own shit. (One state-side factory
farm alone warehouses half a million pigs indoors and produces
more sewage daily than the city of Los Angles.)
The so-called grain-fed animals are actually fed huge
quantities of corn that makes them bloated, very uncomfortable,
and frequently ill to such an extent that they sometimes die. It is
a truism that cows eat grass. They are not adapted to eating corn,
vegetable roots and certainly not adapted to a high protein diet

No Worries
When you’re insured with Western Financial Group, you’ll receive a
competitive rate, annual coverage review and a fair claim - guaranteed. Not to
mention, peace of mind.

Western Financial Group
PENDER ISLAND AGENCIES

250-629-3336
Insurance | Investments | Agency Banking
“Request a Quote” - www.westernfinancialgroup.net

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

13,700 print copies delivered to

Gulf Islands’ households

3,300 print copies on the Ferry Routes and
in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo,
Bowser & Campbell River
3,000 online pdf readers each edition

Editorial: Reading The Party Lines
The BC election campaign is underway, and all three major
parties—the Liberals, NDP, and Greens—have published their
platforms in book form. Since these documents look like books
(Liberals: 55 pages, NDP: 56 pages, Greens: 41 pages), and take
some time to read, this is a review of all three.
The NDP and Green platforms have been available for some
time; the release of the BCLiberal platform was delayed
(strategically?) until last week. In fact anyone who tried to find
the Liberal platform before last week was directed to a document
entitled ‘Towards a Brighter Future’, which turned out to be the
platform for the 2005 election, setting out ‘Five Great Goals’,
and promising a ‘Golden Decade’.
For 2009, the BCLiberals have adopted ‘Six Pillars’, a slogan
‘Keep BC Strong—Proven Leadership for BC’s Economy’ and
seem transfixed by Bill Clinton historic phrase ‘It’s the economy,
stupid.’
For their part, the NDP ask us to ‘Take back your BC—
because everyone matters’; a slogan decidedly short on capital
letters, compared to the Libs. And in great modesty, the
(uncapitalized) green Party of BC, publish British Columbia’s
Green Book, which describes the document accurately, without
sloganeering.
By now it will be clear that this review is resolutely superficial,
and readers expecting a deep and lengthy analysis will have to
wait. For the patient and long-suffering, however, here are some
notes.

www.islandtides.com

Personality Cults?

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd

First note: the BCLiberals’ document includes no less than 26
photographs of Gordon Campbell. For those who have
complained that the opposition has attempted to personalize the
campaign, this is the answer; there’s one photo of Colin Hansen,
and everyone else is relegated to the back page. The NDP
document has 16 photographs of Carole James, and the
bcgreens’ book has three photos of Jane Sterk, and 12 photos of
other candidates.
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Fun with Figures
Second note: the BCLiberals’ book is replete—one might even
say rife—with figures: it contains 101 dollar amounts, 66
percentages, and 78 other numbers. The bcgreens, in stark
contrast, have 4 dollar amounts, 14 percentages, and 5 other
numbers – they’re not (realistically) making any really specific
promises. The NDP, coming down the middle on this count, has
41 dollar amounts, 11 percentages, and 41 other figures.
The BCLiberals also take the trophy for the most outrageous
figure, with the claim that they have eliminated ‘over 150,000
needless regulations’.
Of course, figures tend to add authority, but not necessarily
accuracy, to the text. The BCLiberals have made estimates of
deficits for the next couple of years; but it’s worth noting that
only the NDP has anything resembling a detailed budget, but
since it’s based on the BCLiberals’ spring budget, it is unlikely to
be very accurate; but they get an ‘A’ for effort.

Campaigns of Fear
Third note: The BC Liberals have a tendency to stick in the odd
dig at the NDP, accusing them of voting against tax cuts; but the
NDP document is full of snide and not so snide remarks about
Gordon Campbell’s Liberals. In both cases, there’s a sort of fear
campaign going on.
In fact, the CBC did a ‘cloud’ analysis of the most used words
in the party platforms and concluded that while all three parties
used the word BC more frequently than any other, the NDP’s use
of the word ‘Campbell’ was the next most frequent, along with
‘Gordon’ (of course), ‘care’, and ‘community’. For the BCLiberals,
the #2 word was ‘government’; for the bcgreens, ‘energy’, ‘green’,
and ‘health’ were tied.
The Green Book, in fact, doesn’t take aim at anyone; it’s
relentlessly positive, putting forward ‘Core Beliefs’ of
Participatory Democracy, Sustainability, Social Justice, Respect
for Diversity, Ecological Wisdom, and Non-Violence.

Similarities and Differences
Fourth note: the major themes of the party platforms reflect
different emphases. The BC Liberals, with their six pillars (of fire,
or of wisdom?) include ‘Strong leadership and stable
government’ (is that one or two pillars?), ‘Living within our
means’, ‘Lowering costs on our economy’, ‘Improving and
protecting vital public services’, ‘Investing in jobs and
infrastructure’, and ‘Building on our strategic advantages’; the
environment doesn’t seem to rate a pillar, except as in ‘More will
be done to streamline approval processes and expedite
investment and job creation at lower cost.’ The platform is
intended to facilitate business.
For the NDP, ‘It’s time to end eight years of Gordon
Campbell’s arrogance and neglect’, and the carbon tax is
mentioned a lot. And ‘Taking Back’ means ending privatization.
There’s an emphasis on communities and local government. But
the NDP also puts emphasis on ‘Investments, Opportunity, and
Jobs for the Future’.
But the real conscience of the election is found in the ‘Green
Book’, which also looks further into the future than the other two
parties. ‘A Better Plan for British Columbia’ includes ‘Building a
new Economy’, ‘Caring For One Another’, ‘Protecting Our
Resources’, and ‘Reforming Government’. It is, in fact, quite a
complete platform; whether or not any greens are elected, it’s
intended to be influential.

Readers’ Fatigue
But having now read all three platforms, we are overcome—with
despair, with exhaustion, with disappointment.
Though we encourage you to do so, we cannot think that
many people are going to read all this stuff; this is a shame. The
result for the reader would be a good grasp of the issues—they
are many and varied—and the party differences. As it is, we
might well have an election that is lost rather than won. 0
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BC-STV Cons Dispelled
Dear Editor:
I really appreciate the coverage you have provided for the
upcoming referendum. I am glad that you agree that it is truly
important that people have a chance to learn more about this
opportunity to change how our democracy works.
However, Patrick Brown made some significant errors (‘BCSTV Pros and Cons,’ Island Tides April 9, 2009) that your
readers need to have corrected.
Though ‘single transferable vote’ was used in the 1952 and
1953 elections, it has since been renamed Alternate Vote (AV) to
distinguish it from the current STV. The 1953 AV election
provided FPTP-like results in which the most popular party got
‘bonus seats.’ In fact, the Socreds got the seats the Liberals would
have gotten if a proportional voting system had been used.
What distinguishes BC-STV from the system used in 1953 is
its multi-member ridings. It is the multi-member ridings that
provide the proportional outcomes, not the transferable ballot.
I am puzzled by the discussion of homogeneous electoral
areas. In fact, STV deals with the true heterogeneity within
districts more effectively than FPTP.
As a member of the Citizens’ Assembly I know that we
allowed the Electoral Boundaries Commission to work with a
range of district sizes (that is, from pooling two current ridings
into an STV district to pooling up to 7 current ridings into a
district), but we didn’t require that these areas be
‘homogeneous.’ Determining the actual district boundaries was
the job of the Electoral Boundaries Commission. They have a
great discussion in their reports online at www.bc-ebc.ca.
Probably the most important misunderstanding is the idea
that ‘the government would be formed by the party that manages
to take the most STV electoral areas.’ If we each had one vote for
each seat elected from our riding, as in municipal elections, then,
indeed, this could happen. This form of voting within multimember ridings is very disproportional and can give the party

SHORELINE
DESIGN

with the most, but not necessarily a majority of the votes, all the
seats.
This won’t happen with BC-STV: parties will get seats within
each district in rough proportion to their support within that
district. Whole districts on a map won’t turn one colour or the
other because 40% voted for that colour (as happens now). Every
district will be multi-coloured. This is very different from the
regional bloc scenario posited by Patrick Brown. With STV most
districts will have at least one MLA in government and one in
opposition.
Voting with BC-STV is easy: you simply rank as few or as
many of the candidates on the ballot as you choose. While the
vote-counting algorithm may seem complicated, FPTP is also
not so simple: how many can explain how the NDP formed
government in 1996 although they got fewer votes than the
Liberals?
Gulf Island voters currently find their choice swamped by the
Saanich Peninsula. With STV they will likely find voters
throughout the Capital Region who support the same issues and
concerns and, together, they’ll be able to elect someone who will
work hard on their behalf in our Legislature.
Wendy Bergerud Citizens’ Assembly member for VictoriaSwan Lake (formerly Victoria-Hillside)

Delayed Vote Counting
Dear Editor:
Thanks for your article comparing BC-STV to the ‘Alternative
Vote’ system used in 1952 and 1953.
You should be aware that the 4-week delay in counting ballots
in 1952 and 1953 was primarily because the absentee ballots
from overseas military voters and others had to be returned to
each returning office before they could start counting second
preferences. The actual manual time required to count the
ballots was probably no more than one full day, which is how
much time the STV count takes in Ireland.
Bruce Hallsor, Pender Island

Rafe Shouldn’t Vote NDP
• Specializing
in water
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access
over steep
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& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
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references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Dear Editor:
Rafe Mair is noted for his opinionated views and it’s no different
when it comes to power production in British Columbia.
Unfortunately, his opinions don’t stand up to the facts. (‘How I
Can Vote NDP,’ Island Tides March 26, 2009.)
Mr Mair has opined that 700 rivers ‘will be severely impacted’
based on a speculative number of water licence applications. Not
true. A water licence does not an operating run-of-river project
make, thanks to BC’s strict regulatory environment. In fact, only
about four dozen independent power projects are operating in
the province—almost half of which started under the NDP.
LETTERS, please turn to next page

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Now thru July 23
Advance tickets sales deadline for 25th Annual Islands
Folk Festival—(Event July 24, 25, 26 at
Providence Farm Duncan); Advance Weekend
Passes: Adults $75, Teens $65 • Tickets: charge
by phone at Cowichan Folk Guild 250-748-3975
or buy at Acoustic Planet Music, #2-150
Fulford-Ganges Rd • Info: www.folkfest.bc.ca•
IN DUNCAN

Thursday thru Sunday, April 23 to 25
The Importance of Being Ernest—Pender Solstice Theatre
prsents a comic play by Oscar Wilde • Community Hall • THuRS,
FRI & SAT: 7:30pm; SuN: 2pm • Tickets: $15, students $10 @
Talisman Books & Southridge Store • Info: Helen 250-629-2020 •
ON PENDER ISLAND

April 24 & 25, 29, 30, May 1 & 2
Grace Jordan is ‘Shirley Valentine’—a comedy by Willy
Russell; show part of the 2009 westcoast tour •
GABRIOLA: Fri, April 24 & Sat, April 25, Phoenix
Room, The Haven, 240 Davis Rd • Tickets: adults
$18, students $10, Artworks 250-247-7412;
GIBSONS: Wed, April 29 & Thurs, May 30, Heritage
Playhouse, 662 North Road, 250-886-8998 •
Tickets: adults 18, students $10; NORTH VANCOuVER: Fri, May 1
& Sat, May 2: Presentation House, 335 Chesterfield Avenue (lower
Lonsdale area) • Tickets: adults $20, students $10, 604-990-3473
or boxoffice@phtheatre.org • All showtimes 7:30pm • Tour details
www.shirleyvalentine.ca • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND, IN GIBSONS
AND IN NORTH VANCOUVER

Saturday & Sunday, April 25 & 26
Oceanside Garden Show—Urban Farming: Beauty & Bounty
Entwined; join us for two fabulous days all about gardening; visit
indoor & outdoor booths featuring seeds to trees, flowers & food,
garden experts, landscapers, furniture, art and more; daily
workshops • Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford Road • 10am-3pm • Info
or
to
exhibit:
Debbie
Schug,
250-954-7434
www.oceansidegardenshow.com • IN COOMBS

Monday, April 27
BC-STV Information Session—Speaker Diana Byford and
discussion on the upcoming referendum on electoral reform •
Multipurpose Room, GISS • 7-8:30pm • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Thursdays, April 30 & May 7
Pender Film Group Screenings—THuR APR 30: Sigure Ros,
Heima (2007)—in summer 2006, Icelandic band Sigur Ros
returned home to play a series of free, unannounced concerts;
wonderfully filmed; THuR MAy 7: How About You (2007)—the
appalling antics of four seniors left in a Irish old-age home over
Christmas have the home facing closure • All films 7:30pm, except
where otherwise noted • Community Hall • Admission by
donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, May 8 & 9
Crofton Art Group 55th Anniversary Art Show & Sale—
original art work framed and matted, original cards, jewelry,
pottery; 1pm celebration on Friday with the Mayor, ‘Emily Carr,’
and live music • 10am-5pm • Crofton Seniors’ Centre (bottom of
Joan Avenue) • Free admission, complimentary refreshments • IN
CROFTON

LETTERS from previous page
Mr Mair says we are selling our rivers and streams to
American corporations. Not true. Rivers and streams remain in
public hands—if a proponent wants to use the resource, they
must pay rental fees to the Province—much like a forest
company does when it pays stumpage fees to the government to
access Crown forest lands.
Mr Mair predicts a sell-off of BC Hydro. Not true. Our
government passed legislation ensuring BC Hydro and the BC
Transmission Corporation remain under public ownership in
perpetuity—and a BC Liberal government won’t change that.
Mair claims BC Hydro is not allowed to build new electricity
generation facilities and is not investing in routine maintenance.
Not true. BC Hydro is investing $3.6-billion over the next two
years to expand and upgrade its dams and other public power
infrastructure.
Additionally, BC Hydro has just completed Stage 2
consultation on a proposed Site C dam project—which would be
another large-scale, publicly owned hydro project in the Peace
region.
Mair would have you believe that the power IPPs produce is
strictly for export. Not true. All current operating IPPs have
electricity purchase agreements with BC Hydro, providing clean
green power for the benefit of all British Columbians. Ironically,
it was the NDP in the 1990s who established the terms of
reference for IPPs to engage in electricity exports. As well, BC
Hydro has been buying and selling power for decades—buying
low and selling high—helping to keep our electricity rates among
the lowest in North America. That will not change.
Mr Mair says this energy ‘will bankrupt BC Hydro.’ Not true.
New power purchases are subjected to a competitive bid process,
prices are locked-in with long-term contracts and they are
subject to BC Utilities Commission approval.
About the only claim Mr Mair makes that has any merit—is
the admission he will vote for the NDP in May and they may
screw up the economy. How very true.
Blair Lekstrom, Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources

Rafe’s Reply
Dear Editor:
Minister Blair Lekstrom does well with personal attacks but is
pitiful and grossly misleading in his substance.
In order to understand the government’s line of attack one
must understand the red herring argument. It is, of course, of
huge interest to know what our power requirements are but a red
herring to attach them to the question of their private power
policy. Here’s why.

Saturday, May 9

The Galiano Grind—join your community for a fun hike up
Mount Galiano; proceeds from a summit bake sale will support
The Galiano Fitness Centre; lots of prizes • 12:30pm, meet at the
Galiano Club trail head off of Active Pass Drive • Info : 250-5392324 or galianofitness@yahoo.ca • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, May 9 & 10
Denman Island Home and Garden Tour—The
Globe & Mail called this tour one of the six ‘must do’
garden events in Canada; ten imaginative homes and
glorious gardens including rhodos, azaleas and other
spring abundance; scrumptious lunches and more •
9:30am–5pm both days • Tickets: $15; reservations
250-335-1802 or denmangardentour@gmail.com •
Info: www.denmanconservancy.org/gardentour/ • ON DENMAN
ISLAND

Saturday and Sunday, May 9 & 10
The Garden City’s Mother’s Day Garden Tour—27th selfguided tour of ten of Victoria’s most beautiful private gardens;
three venues feature musical talents of the faculty and students of
the Victoria Conservatory of Music, event presented by Newport
Realty and Newport Property Management, proceeds to the
Victoria Conservatory of Music; • 10am-4pm • Tickets: two day
pass $25, available at Dig This and Gardenworks, in Victoria,
Sidney, Duncan and Nanaimo • Info: 250-386-5311, toll free at 1866-386-5311 www.victoriagardentour.com • IN VICTORIA

Friday thru Sunday, May 8 to 10
‘Rise Again’—Pender Island Choral Society
and Orchestra present a spring concert • Fri &
Sat: 7:30pm; Sun: 2pm • Community Hall •
Tickets: $20, children 5-12 years $5, under 5
free @ Talisman Books and Southridge Farm
Store • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday May 16
Mayne Island Conservancy’s 4th
Annual May Day Celebration—Morris
Dancers, procession to Miners Bay Park with
drummers & singers, Maypole, labyrinth for
the May Queen's crowning, dancing &
games, delicious refreshments; everyone welcome: elves, fairies
and others • Farmers' Market • 1pm • Admission: Free • Info:
Helen O’Brian 250-539-5619 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Thur, May 21 thru Sun, May 31
uno Fest—Canada’s Singular Live Theatre
Event; 28 different shows, comedy, dance,
drama, puppetry, cutewithchris.live! and
more • Tickets $15, Passes $99, 250-3832663 • Multiple venues downtown •
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN VICTORIA

Sunday, May 24
14th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday
Party—an evening listening to, or
performing your favourite Bob Dylan tunes
(musicians: call Carolyn Oko 250-539-9806) •
Galiano Community Hall • Potluck 5:30 pm,
show 7pm, Bob’s cake at 10pm • Admission:
donation to Galiano Community Land & Housing
Trust • Info: Tom Hennessy 250-529-2930 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

One must recognize that one cannot store electricity. When
BC Hydro talks of ‘storing’ it’s talking of storing water in their
reservoirs.
That said, electricity from private power must be used when
it is created. It can only be created in meaningful quantity during
the spring melting and run off. This is at the very time BC Hydro
has full reservoirs and doesn’t need any power.
It follows, then, that private power will be for export, just as
Donald McInnis of the Plutonic/General Electric partnership
(which is doing Toba Inlet and hopes to do Bute Inlet) has
admitted. For the minister to say that NAFTA ‘is not part of our
energy mix’ is, I have to say it, the most irresponsible statement
I’ve heard from any politician any time. He should be ashamed
and he should be fired.
Let’s talk about BC Hydro. By government edict it cannot
create any new energy sources (Upgrades and ‘Site C’ excepted).
It must buy private power and must pay a huge premium for it
(typically $120 per MWH) and sell it at a substantial loss (less
than $60 per MWH today). This is a new business concept of the
Liberals, I gather—buy high and sell low. The amount of the debt
to private companies is about $30 billion! Hydro must also
maintain its facilities and service a capital debt of just under $7
billion. Only a government that can accept a principle of ‘buy
high, sell low’ could believe that Hydro can survive this.
On the question of consultation Mr Lekstrom might look at
Bill 30 which took away the right of the Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District to refuse zoning to the Ashlu project after wide
consultation and an 8-1 vote against. The law now applies to all
municipal governments.
In the interest of brevity I will refer your readers to
www.saveourrivers.ca which will answer all their questions.
Rafe Mair, Save Our Rivers Society, Vancouver 0
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Pension Funds Need Reform
If the Canada Pension Plan Fund, begun in 1966, had continued
its initial policy of investing contributions only in government
securities, its value at the end of the last fiscal year, March 31,
2009, might be some 21% higher than what can be expected with
its current diversified investment strategy.

The Move Towards Equity Investment
In was in 1998, spurred by opposition critics of the then Liberal
government who said that the CPP Fund was being used as a
‘slush fund’ for government spending, that Parliament made
reforms allowing the Canada Pension Plan Investment Board
(CPPIB) to invest in other than cash and government bonds.
Change started slowly with the CPP Fund being 5% invested in
equities in 2001. But by 2008, 57% of the Fund was investment
in equities.

Recent Investment Losses
According to the CPPIB Annual Report, the asset value of the
Fund at the end of the fiscal year, March 31, 2008, was $122.7
billion. In fact, the 2008 fiscal year was the occasion of the first
annual reported net investment loss in the history of the CPPIB,
some $300 million. But the annualized yield has been declining
almost every year since 2000. This decline had, of course, been
particularly severe in the last fiscal year.
From April 1, 2008, the CPPIB reported investment losses on
‘public equity’ of some $18 billion up to the end of the third
quarter, December 31, 2008. I estimate that they will have
sustained further losses on this asset category of $3.5 billion up
to the end of the 2009 last fiscal year.
The CPPIB has made no estimate of their losses last year on
‘private equity’, infrastructure, and real estate; these could have
amounted to $14 billion for the entire fiscal year 2009. There are
distinct problems with asset valuation for these three categories;
in my opinion, the CPPIB should not make investments that are
not tradable in public markets.
By my calculations, the total losses for the fiscal year may be
in the region of $35.5 billion for the year. Assuming net
contributions to the fund for the fiscal year of $6 billion (as in
recent years), the total of the fund on March 31, 2009 would be
$93.2 billion.

The Alternative: Government Bonds
Had the CPPIB not diversified its investments, but remained
100% invested in Canadian government bonds (as it was at the
start of the 2000 fiscal year), I estimate that the total of the fund
on March 31, 2009 would be $113 billion, including the 2009 net
contributions of $6 billion. This is some 21% more than what we
may expect under the current ‘diversified’ investment policy.
I quote from a letter from the Office of the Chief Actuary,
December 2007: ‘…the CPP is financially sound, but this
soundness is not only due to the fact the net contributions to the
CPP are currently positive. The investment income earned by the
CPPIB plays a very important role in guaranteeing the financial
sustainability of the CPP.’
Presumably in turn that means that the losses currently
experienced by the CPPIB seriously compromise sustainability.
But contributions are expected to exceed benefits through to the
end of 2019. According to David Denison, CEO of the CPPIB, ‘the
assets we are managing today are not required to help pay
pensions for another 11 years.’
I believe the citizens of Chile have a feature for what is their
equivalent of our CPP Fund whereby they can individually select
an investment portfolio. Perhaps it is about time the government
of Canada incorporated this option for Canadians.

Corporate Pension Plan Reforms
Beneficiaries of pension plans of any stripe place greatest
importance upon plan solvency and plan capacity to pay benefits
as described in various agreements and representations.
Therefore, any ‘reforms’ should incorporate defences to
safeguard these objectives.
PENSIONS, please turn to page 10
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Round The Islands

Bald
Eagle Fever

smelting, butter churning, weaving and
spinning, log sawing and nail hammering
contests, furniture making, tree grafting
demos, and 4H animal demonstrations.
If you feel you have a rural skill that you
would like to share at this event, please contact
Sidney 250-537-0889.

Christa Grace~Warrick
All three bald eagle chicks have hatched in the
Rally For Farmers
nest at the Sidney webcam site. Viewing them
Susan Tychie
live online at www.hancockwildlife.org is quite Staying with agriculture, on Saturday, April 18,
a thrill. (Click on Live Cameras and then choose a rally for farmers was held on the lawn of the
the Sidney cam.) All three chicks are quite Legislature. Over 300 farmers and food lovers
visible as I am writing.
gathered to raise the profile of food and
The adult was tearing and eating meat, while agriculture in the upcoming election.
the black-eyed eaglets shrieked for a feed. The
The Liberal party did not attend. Food and
adult then carefully maneuvered its bulk over agriculture also does not make the list of the
the tiny chicks to brood them.
twelve most important issues on their website.
I hopped over to Doug Carrick’s Hornby Green and NDP candidates both spoke of the
Island webcam and saw one of the parents needs to shore up the Agricultural Land
sitting on their two eggs, the first is expected to Commission and stop the leakage of viable
hatch around April 26. Hammering in the agricultural land, create programs that would
background was so loud that I bet the eagle assist farmers to grow and distribute their
wished it had earplugs. Despite that, it is the products, and to put a greater percent of the
soundscape that adds so much to the thrill of provincial budget into agriculture. The vocal
viewing these eagles on Islands far away. I feel crowd booed the news that currently the BC
like keeping it on all the
government budget allocates to
time while I work. I am FOODIES AT THE LEGISLATURE
agriculture
the
lowest
trying to find a day to
percentage of any province in
review Doug Carrick’s
Canada.
book The Eagles of
Recent outbreaks of foodHornby: My Treetop
borne disease all come from
Neighbours which is a
large
centralized
food
jolly good informative
processors and Canadians are
read. Buy it anyway
experiencing an epidemic of
from Hancock House
diet-related diabetes. The news
or your local bookstore.
that studies have shown that the
citizens of BC believe the safest
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Gabriola’s hummingbirds were back in mid-April.

Writers’ Contest
‘Things Lost/Things Found’ is the theme for the
Burnaby Writers Society’s 2009 writing
contest, open to all BC residents. Prizes of
$200, $100 and $50, as well as honourable
mentions, will be awarded for the best one-page
submissions of either prose or poetry,
interpreting the theme in any way you wish.
Work can be in any form or genre, as long as it
is complete on one page.
The entry fee is $5 per entry, or 3 entries for
$10. Deadline for entries is May 31st. Winners
will be invited to participate in a public reading,

in fall 2009. For complete guidelines go to
www.bws.bc.ca and click on Latest News.

Mothership Adventure
Quadra Island’s marine tour company
extraordinaire is working in cooperation with
the Campbell River Art Gallery to create the art
experience of a lifetime. The heritage Columbia
III is sailing seven artists away for the month of
May to paint in Desolation Sound with
Scottish-born BC master painter Alan Wylie.
Part of the good time is the fellowship of living
aboard Columbia III. 0

Travel With a Difference ~ Brian Crumblehulme

Georgia, an ecclesiastical history

I

have been told there are countries where
interest in religion is declining, England for
example, and there are those such as
Russia where religion is on the up-surge;
Georgia is the manifestation of religion. This
tiny mountainous country, strategically located
between Russia and Turkey, has been
continuously inhabited since Neolithic times.
Ever since Homo sapiens walked out of Africa,
he and his family have occupied the warm
valleys of the Caucasus Mountains. The first
serious attempt at hegemony occurred when
the grandchildren of the Jewish King David
(the one who killed Goliath) left Israel
sometime around three thousand years ago and
emigrated to the Caucasus valleys.
Of a somewhat militant nature, the
newcomers quickly assumed control and
spread the word of the Torah, hence, Georgia
became a Jewish state. Among other things
these grandsons of David also carried with
them one of the world’s first alphabets,
Phoenician, a curious compilation of
consonants since vowels had not been invented.
Hence, the glorious tongue twisting names like
Mstkheta and Mktheti that dot the Georgian
map, are direct links to one of the oldest
languages on earth.
Several hundred years later, an intrepid
band of Greek pirates sailed through the
Bosporus, crossed the Black Sea and raided a
few villages along the Georgian coast line.
Sometime later, Jason, the Greek leader,

returned to Athens with a store of sheep-wool
and wine, and thus began the story of the
Argonauts and the golden fleece. To this day
you can buy woolly fleece hats in the markets of
Georgia and Georgians claim that their wine, all
seventeen hundred varietals, is the world’s first.
Then, about a thousand years later when the
Roman Empire was in full swing and the
fledgling Christians were an underground
organisation, a belligerent lady by the name of
St Nino slipped out of Rome, paddled to
Georgia and converted all the Israelites to
Christianity. Or, at least most of them,
synagogues still dot the landscape in old Tbilisi
and every second woman is called Nino after
the patron saint. So Georgia, named after the
dragon slayer, became a stronghold of the
fledgling Christians, and they are still there as
they were nearly two thousand years ago!
At the end of our second week at the office,
our host, also called Nino, announced a visit to
Mstkheta, the first capital of Georgia. Tbilisi
apparently, is a mere fifteen hundred-year-old
and relatively modern. A half-hour out of town,
we crossed the Mtskvari River and headed west
through a scenery not unlike the Okanagen, dry
pine-topped hills, with a few orchards. The
traffic as usual was crazy but the motorway was
in fairly good condition, until our driver, Geery,
hurled us off the pavement and up a steep
gravel incline.
Another hair-raising half hour landed us in a
GEORGIA, please turn to next page

MAY
M
AY

09
0
9
2009
2
0 09

Kim Davis
250-629-3762

Household
H
ousehold h
hazardous
azardous w
waste
aste d
defined.
efined.
Household
H
ousehold h
hazardous
azardous w
waste
aste iiss aany
ny w
waste
aste ffrom
rom yyour
our h
home
ome tthat
hat yyou
ou cconsider
onsider
to b
to
be
e d
dangerous
angerous o
orr aare
re uunsure
nsure o
of.f. IItt iincludes
ncludes aany
ny leftover
leftover household
household
products
p
roducts tthat
hat aare
re marked
marked w
with
ith th
the
e ffollowing
ollowing ssymbols:
ymbols:

Flammable
lammable

C osi
Corrosive

Explosi
Explosive

Poison

Common
Common examples
examples iinclude
nclude p
pesticides,
esticides, varnishes,
varnishes, p
paints,
aints, cleaners
cleaners aand
nd
pool
p
ool ch
chemicals.
emicals. Pl
Please
ease rremember
emember tthis
his ccollection
ollection iiss ffor
or ho
household
usehold waste
waste
o
only,
nly, no
no industrial
industrial w
waste
aste ffrom
rom ccommercial
ommercial b
businesses.
usinesses.
FFor
or m
more
ore information
information call
call the
the CRD
CRD Hotline
Hotline 1
1.800.663.4425
.800.663.4425
EEmail:
mail: hotline@crd.bc.ca
hotline@crd.bc.ca o
visit ww
w.crd.bc.ca
orr visit
www.crd.bc.ca

Structural & Artistic Design
Fabrication & Repairs
Mobile Service

ISLAND TIDES, Apr 23, 2009, page 7

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

W

ith the long winter and the extended cold spring the
Island has been so quiet. Come Good Friday people
were popping up all over, the stores were busy, the
Easter Bake Sale crammed and the Prawn Fest had 200 guests.
Locals were dazed—we had expected a lot of people but what a
lot of bustle and action they create!
The Island looked gorgeous, every daffodil was intensely
yellow, the grass full green, Easter lilies and blue-eyed Mary were
in bloom enhancing any walk you wanted to take.
Friday and Saturday were picture perfect but Sunday! Easter
Sunday brought floods of steady rain with strong south-east
winds. The March Hare out at Winter Cove received phone calls
asking if the Easter Bunny had made it and if the Easter Egg hunt
would indeed be held. ‘Rain or shine the Easter Bunny comes,’
was the reply. At 10am the signal was given and undaunted by
the sideways rain the littlest hunters rolled out across Winter
Cove field in their gumboots, raincoats, hats mittens and baskets,
immediately to be overtaken by the older kids. Somehow it all
turns out all right, the Easter Bunny is very generous and all are
well rewarded. The March Hare, John McBride and his consort
Val Embree called us all over to mention how long the event had
been going on and to remember with gratitude the Grand Hare,
Sam Nelson who started the Saturna Easter Egg hunt 10 years or
so ago. Val recounted to the assembled the eastern European
myth of how it got to be that bunnies lay eggs and give them as
gifts. While enthusiastically attended it may have been one of the
shortest Easter Egg hunts on record locally—no one lingered!

Growing Business
How to support yourself economically on the islands is
everyone’s conundrum. On a small island when someone takes
the risk, declares themselves and starts up a new economic
venture the community takes notice. It offers opportunities as
consumers to participate in another
Islander’s hopes and dreams.
Businesses add to the fabric of a
community just like any newcomers to
the Island.
Darryl Davies has worked on a
tomato farm in Langley and an apiary,
and always had a vegetable garden.
When Carol Money’s orchard and
nursery became available, he began to
see possibilities.
Now that he and his wife Michelle
have two-year-old James Frederick
Davies, Darryl decided that farming the
orchard and nursery would be a great way to live his passion for
gardening and allow him to care for James.
On Easter Weekend Darryl’s Digs opened up under the big
warm greenhouse roof with tables of brilliant bedding plants,
some vegetables and an entire play area for James who adores
being outside and with his dad. Many people stopped by to
purchase plants and to wish Darryl well.
Darryl has a three year plan in place to expand to sell greens
locally to Island eateries and the General Store and to even have
GEORGIA from previous page
cloud of dust at a crowded car park on a cliff top, and there in
front of us was perhaps the oldest church in the world. Still in
operation, the ancient pile of stones was in high demand for
weddings and funerals. Trying to look nonchalant as we inched
through three wedding parties, we made our way inside where a
priest was conducting a ceremony unchanged for eighteen
hundred years. He wore traditional garb but the blushing couple
were as contemporary as the digital cameras recording the event.
Sometime later, we re-traced our roller coaster ride, this time
re-crossing the river into the town of Mstkheta. There is almost
nothing left of the original settlement though I imagine you’d
find a few treasures if you started to dig. The centre point was yet
another church also filled with wedding parties. This edifice was
much bigger than the previous but not so venerable. It was
constructed in the eleventh century, around the time of the first
Crusades. Here we did see one couple and their whole party
decked out in traditional costume with swords, boots and tunics,
a sort of eighteenth century Viking outfit. Once again the old
stones echoed with dissonant ecclesiastical chants in old
g
tin
ra ars
b
e
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Spring Sales Event

a fall pumpkin patch! He has pruned the orchard and will be
selling the apples varieties as they come ripe in late summer and
fall.
Close by the greenhouse, on the south side, is the one
flourishing bee hive that survived the long snowy winter. Trevor
Morris and Darryl have plans to increase the hives to five and use
the experience gained from the last three winters. The bees will
make good work of pollinating the apple trees ensuring a good
crop of apples and of honey to keep the hive over the winter. The
bees are a passion and joy for Darryl; both working hard to lay
something aside to carry them through the winter!

Billboard
We have a billboard on Saturna!. On Easter Saturday, on the
main Island road up from the Saturna Community Hall the giant
sign popped up in the morning. Michael Stewart, the nearest
neighbour to the billboard says motorists have screeched to a

Water Meters
The CRD is installing meters and valves for the 170 properties
that comprise the Boot Cove/Lyall Harbour water system.
Funding is from an infrastructure grant of 1.2 million dollars
with costs being shared one third federal, provincially and by the
users. The CRD has arranged a for payment over 15 years on
property taxes.
The iron standpipes installed in late seventies - early eighties
have to be located, excavated, cut off, and a double valve and
meter installed with a cement
box
surround.
The
old
standpipes, which connect
through
poly-hoses
to
residences, could not be reused
says the CRD staff person Roy
Villa.
Andrew Money, the local subcontractor is doing the initial
excavating. By halfway through,
Roy and Andrew have discovered
three leaks. Upgrading the
connections and meters will
mean less leaks. In case of a leak, meters will make it easy and
faster to identify if it’s in the dam system or the user lines . When
away, homeowners can now shut of water.
John Wiznuk the CRD water superintendent can spend less
time identifying leaks and worrying about Money Lake water
levels in late summer. We are fortunate to have so much clay
bottom storage for the system, and good gravity feed for water
pressure. A second, larger, part of the grant involves upgrading
water quality.

Baseball Season

halt and backed up to make out what the sign says. The local
consensus is that there is an election coming and the
uncommonly large sign is a campaign sign for the BC Liberals—
oldfashioned blacktop campaigning! ‘Miscellaneous side roads
will be paved on Saturna-the Best Place on Earth- $1.2 million
dollars.’ Here we have our tax dollars at work.

On The Way To School
When I was, bussing to high school day-by-day, I recall watching
a group of horses, mostly mares and foals. During the months
and weeks that school was in session, it was engrossing to watch
them play, or sleep, or suckle their mothers.
Watching Money’s new Hereford calf, born right on Saturna’s
main road, I was thinking how fortunate our kids are to have
such interesting things to see on their way to school as the
seasons roll by. The road is so quiet that they can dawdle and
walk along close to ponds, gardens, fields, and our fire trucks
seeing day-by-day change. Cars endlessly whizzing by don’t
command their attention. The road unfolds at a child’s rate of
assimilation.

Recycled House
A Victorian house came riding in on the high tide last
Wednesday night at Winter Cove. Over the years, Nickel Bros
have barged five recycled houses to Saturna. The house sits up on
cribbing awaiting its foundation before it settles into a new life on
the Island. 0

What can be more spring like than violet-green swallows,
vultures and ants—baseball is the answer! Last Sunday and
Wednesday the Saturna Oystercatchers had spring training and
cleaned up Hunter Field. The entire area was mown, the chain
link fence lines cleared and the picnic tables moved. This year
there are lots of women and men to make up the team. Within a
week, the Oystercatchers will be playing other Islands and the
rituals of hamburgers, cheers for good plays, good visiting and
the excitement of the game well-played will be drawing Islanders
out to come and watch.

Georgian accompanied by wafts of incense and camera flashes.
By this time, it was nearly four in the afternoon and I was
famished, so we were spun off yet again by our very gracious
hosts along another route to a traditional Georgian inn where we
feasted on fresh lavash bread, indifferent wine, and a wonderful
type of pizza with a cream cheese topping called khachapuri. In
Georgian bars wine is sold by the litre and our little party of five
did justice to two jugs before our driver aimed his battered BMW
towards Tbilisi.
Deposited outside the parliament buildings and in the
incredible traffic, we negotiated our way to our hotel by means of
the numerous pedestrian underpasses with their tiny
communities of troglodytes selling used books, shoes, ices
cream, and khachapuri, what else?
Brian & Mary Crumblehulme are advisors in international
development and recently spent a month in Georgia on behalf
of the Canadian Executive Services Organization (CESO). 0
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Who’s Obama Proving to Be? He’s the (Reluctant) Imperial President ~Commentary by Murray Dobbin

B

arack Obama is in the difficult and contradictory position
of being a president who wants to do good in a position
that requires him ultimately to serve the US economic elite
and maintain America’s military dominance of the planet. The
outcome of the contradiction is unpredictable and depends to a
large extent on whether or not those mobilized to get him
elected—especially young people—can re-mobilize for a
protracted and difficult struggle.
This contradiction is revealed when we contrast Obama’s Iraq
policy, for example, with his efforts to implement a progressive
agenda domestically. Ironically, the latter ultimately depends on
the former simply because America’s wealth and government
revenue depend on oil and the US cannot afford to ignore the
world’s second largest supply of the stuff.
Well before Obama was elected, the end of corporate
globalization was already beginning to play itself out. The
economic crisis, signaled the end of America’s reliance on its
transnational corporations’ dominance of globalization. And the
end of America’s parallel dependence on the phony wealth of the
casino economy.
Many people have pointed out that ‘government is back’—
that is, we are entering a new era of activist, interventionist
government. But this means that borders are back, too, because
globalization was characterized by both the shrinking of
government and the melting away of borders.
Giant corporations effectively replaced governments as the
dominant institution of the era. Now it is clear that many of these
giants are breathing their last breaths or will end up much
diminished versions of their former selves. This will demand that
the US government be even more aggressive internationally in

the medium and long run. Despite Obama’s efforts to re-engage
with allies in the developed world and back away from US
unilateralism, he will, sooner or later, have to turn to
protectionism and to maintain the US’s aggressive defence of its
‘national interests’ around the world.

A Very useful Crisis
But leaving the darker side of his agenda aside for the moment,
let’s look at Obama’s domestic agenda and how he intends to sell
it. Obama, in a strategic move loaded with delicious irony, is
using the right’s strategy of the ‘useful crisis’ (what Naomi Klein
calls the shock doctrine) against them—using the economic crisis
to rewrite the purpose of government and bring it back to an
activist and interventionist role much faster than anyone could
have imagined—or indeed could have accomplished in the
absence of a crisis. It is arguable that without this crisis,
democracy would have continued what seemed to be its
inexorable decline.
Before we examine the good stuff Obama is doing courtesy of
the crisis, let’s be clear: there are strict limits to what he can
accomplish. Not only is he not challenging the precepts of US
capitalism and empire, he intends to try to save them and ensure
their dominance. Obama is after all a capitalist. So both
economically and politically he must play the role of an imperial
president. To save capitalism, he has to save the banks and
insurance companies; to save the empire he must continue the
military dominance of the Middle East. And that means the
continued occupation of Iraq.

Government No Longer Villain

Many commentators have expressed extreme scepticism
regarding Obama’s intentions,
warning that he has set
expectations so high with his
‘Yes we can’ campaign that
disappointment and renewed
political cynicism are almost
inevitable. Maybe. But some of
Obama’s initiatives are truly
fundamental shifts from ‘the
government is your enemy’
period launched by Ronald
Reagan in 1980.
Here’s a few of them.
Obama has in mind a cap-&trade plan estimated to raise
t4UPQGPSQSPmUIFBMUIBOESFTUPSFRVBMJUZBOE
$650
billion
from
corporations
over
10
years.
EJHOJUZUPTFOJPSTDBSF
He is rolling back the
t*OWFTUJOFEVDBUJPO USBJOJOH QVCMJDUSBOTQPSUBUJPO
obscene tax cuts for the
wealthy (and increasing the
BOEQVCMJDQPXFS
highest tax rate from 35 to
t4UPQUIFTFMMPVUPGQVCMJD
39.6% and increasing capital
gains taxes). This frees up $60
BTTFUTGPSQSJWBUFHBJO
billion a year. At the same time
he will remove 10 million low
t1SPUFDUPVSSJWFST"DUPO
income Americans from the
DMJNBUFDIBOHFBOEUIF
income tax rolls altogether
with his ‘Making Work Pay’
FOWJSPONFOU
tax deduction for 150 million

Gary Holman

Saanich North and the Islands
Gary Holman and the BCNDP team
will take back BC:

t4FSWFDPNNVOJUZOFFET OPU
MBSHF DPSQPSBUFJOUFSFTUT
www.garyholman.bcndp.ca
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ELECTIONS BC
ELECTIONS BC NEEDS GOOD PEOPLE.

Elections BC is looking for reliable and enthusiastic people to work as

working individuals and families. His plans to reform health care
will cost hundreds of billions and keep the US in trillion dollar
deficits for years. But again, Obama takes advantage of his ‘bail
out the banks’ initiative. How can the wealthy complain about
deficits when their man Bush drove them through the roof and
the bailout will benefit them the most?

A Labour President?
In another bit of brilliant strategizing, Obama is ‘pairing’ tax
increases on corporations and the wealthy with benefits for the
poor and middle class: if Congress balks at the tax increases, they
automatically kill benefits for millions of hard-pressed (and
pissed-off) voters. For example, his planned $117 billion
assistance for college students will be partially funded by
eliminating subsidies to banks making student loans. Half the
revenue for his initial $634 billion for health care reform will
come from placing limits on charitable and mortgage interest
deductions for high income earners. Most of the rest will be
found by reducing Medicare payments to private insurers.
Obama is also planning a number of other pro-labour moves
that most working people had given up on years ago: increasing
the federal minimum wage to $9.50 (from $7.25) as of this July;
legislating seven paid sick days a year (millions currently have no
sick leave at all); and expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit—
one of the country’s few effective anti-poverty programs.
But the flipside of the imperial presidency is not nearly so
pretty. Obama has no plans to slash the military’s colossal
military budget, now nearing $700 billion—more than all other
countries’ budgets combined. Millions of Americans voted for
Obama at least in part because they believed he would really get
them out of Iraq. He regularly denounced the war and called the
continuing occupation a ‘violation of international law.’ But his
recent statement on the war suggests that the occupation—and
its goal of controlling Iraqi oil—will continue. Obama’s plan to
keep 50,000 US troops in the country ‘to advise Iraqi forces and
protect US interests’ and to continue the expansion of over 50
military bases does not bode well for a genuine withdrawal, his
promises notwithstanding.
Also, while working and middle-class Americans will clearly
benefit from several hundreds of billions more spent on
education, health care, and progressive tax cuts, the bank and
insurance company bailout essentially rewards the most
destructive business behaviour in the history of US capitalism.
Ultimately it will cost close to two trillion dollars. The spending
gap—like the growing income gap which is never mentioned—is
huge.

He’ll Need Grassroots Support
So there you have it. Obama, who I think is as a good a person as
could be elected in the US at this time, has a plan to re-establish
an activist role for government in the US using the economic
crisis and Americans’ distrust of the ‘market’ but protecting his
back by doing what any US president has to do. Namely, protect
the capitalist financial system and maintain the empire. And he
is brilliant at executing it, so far.
But I would go further. He is actually counting on something
few other presidents since FDR have counted on: a robust
democracy. Implied in this ambitious agenda is a page from
OBAMA, please turn to page 10

REFERENDUM from page 1
turnout who could be the difference, such as
people under 34 and people who are so fed up
with the current system that they sometimes
don’t vote at all,’ continued Field. ‘Fortunately,
President Barak Obama has inspired a lot of
these voters that change is possible. If they vote
on May 12, we could see historic change in BC.’
Colourful lawn signs are showing up
everywhere with the slogan ‘Power Up Your
Vote.’

May 12, Only 2% More ‘yes’
Votes Needed
On May 12, in a province wide referendum on
electoral reform, voters will have a opportunity
to change the way politicians are elected. On
the ballot will be a referendum question asking
British Columbians to choose between the
current ‘first-past-the-post’ system and the STV
system
that
was
recommended
overwhelmingly by the Citizens’ Assembly on
Electoral Reform in 2004. In the 2005
referendum, BC-STV received a 58% ‘yes’ vote.
The closeness of that vote to acceptance

election officials on General Voting Day, May 12, 2009. These positions are

prompted this May’s second referendum—60%
approval is necessary for adoption of BC-STV.

Fair Vote Canada Gets
Onboard
At Fair Vote Canada April AGM in Vancouver
the national organization declared that it is
‘putting its full weight behind BC-STV.’
Among Fair Vote Canada board of advisors
are
distinguished
leaders
such
as
environmentalist David Suzuki, former BC
cabinet minister and broadcaster Rafe Mair,
famous BC artist Robert Bateman, and wellknown educator and dean of women at UBC Dr
Margaret Fulton who is a Member of the Order
of Canada.
More information about the STV system
and how British Columbians can get involved
in the campaign is available at www.stv.ca or by
calling 1-866-835-7612.
Ed’s Note: To try out what it would be like to
use STV to vote for the current election
candidates go to www.trystv.ca. It is most
interesting and entertaining. 0

required to assist voters at voting locations throughout B.C. during the
Provincial General Election and Referendum on Electoral Reform.

call: 250-386-7643

Most positions are paid $200 for the day. Previous experience is not required.
If you can provide excellent service to a variety of people during a long day,
and you have the ability to be a non-partisan representative of Elections BC,
APPLY NOW!
To contact your local hiring office, visit the Elections BC website at
www.elections.bc.ca under “Employment”, or call 1-800-661-8683.

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years
• Fuel-efficient, cost-effective wood heating
• Solar domestic hot water heaters

www.elections.bc.ca

1-800-661-8683

• Sales and Installations
Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Solar Heating

Avaaz online petition goes to bat for the CBC ~ Rick Patel
In the first part of April, an amazing 125,000 Canadians have
come together to ‘Save the CBC and Radio-Canada’ from
damaging budget cuts. Avaaz online petition was delivered on
Friday, April 10, by Canadian celebrity Wendy Crewson and MPs
from all three opposition parties to Parliament, while planes
overhead flew large banners in English and French.
Our spectacular petition delivery drew reporters and TV
cameras from all the major networks, but while major media like
La Presse in Quebec ran the story, we had to wonder why editors
at all the other corporate media outlets (CBC competitors) didn’t.
This tremendous response from Canadians is the beginning
of the restoration of the CBC as a strong public service institution
in Canada. But there’s a long way to go—as feared, the Harper
government is considering plans to bailout big media
corporations like CanWest and CTV, while insisting on starving
the CBC of funds. This is a terrible abuse of taxpayer money to
support political friends and partisan media while strangling the
independent public broadcaster.
On Saturday April 4, in a bid to break through to the
corporate media, Avaaz volunteers had passed out 2,500 ‘Save
TEN REASONS from page 3
for a few years only by a massive injection of fertilizers,
herbicides, pesticides, fungicides, and a lot of water. It isn’t the
number of acres that is of concern, it is the control over
thousands of acres of land for a short term gain using single
crops. The earth in which this produce is grown is sick, the
workers get sick and the nation is sick from chemically laced
mono-cultures grown for a quick profit. In fact whole
communities are destroyed by these so-called farming practices
to provide us with a picture-perfect tomato.
Closer to home, in our mountainous province, some of the
best arable land located in the Fraser Valley has been covered
with giant houses and highways, all in the name of profit.
The quick test is: ask where it is grown and if it has a label,
don’t buy it.

4. The Safety Factor
People in developing countries—when they do eat—eat better
than we do. That commercially grown tomato—and beef steak—
is not all it appears to be. For over 30 years we have been told
that we are a sick nation, over-weight, high cholesterol, subject to
allergies, cancers and every kind of pathological development
you never want to hear about. The causes are complex and
subject to wide variations and I am not about to provide you with
a simple panacea. Here are some answers:
• The only way that low-cost meat and potatoes can be
produced in Mexico and China and shipped to your local
supermarket is by the use of a huge range of chemical additives.
• 40 or 50 years of eating chemically laden food will take it’s
toll. If you are prepared to buy New Zealand apples instead of
Pender Island apples because they are cheaper then, be prepared
to pay the hidden costs also.
• We all consume genetically modified (GMO) plants and
animals. If you drink any prepared pop beverage, processed
cereal, fast food, candy, then you are eating genetically modified
corn. If you buy commercial chicken, beef or pork, you are eating
genetically modified feedstock—one stage removed.
We have all heard about the massive and highly successful
marketing of snack foods. Very briefly, these artificial food
creations are substantially GM-corn based. Add to that the socalled modified corn starch (starch that has been rendered down
to its basic sugars and then reprocessed to replicate natural
sugars such as sucrose and fructose). Then it is treated with
highly concentrated corn oil, flavouring is added, and it is cooked
at a very high temperature. The result is a sweet/salty crunchy
thing with what food engineers call ‘tongue appeal’. Each of those
microscopic bubbles that snap when broken was created under
hundreds of pounds pressure.
(Americans have a perverse psychology that is enamoured
with the military. This psychology informs everything from the
design of automobiles, to tools, appliances and food with snapand-crunch—the sound of a gun being loaded or troops on
parade.)

5. The Food Value Argument
If you value your health eat fresh food. As we all know, fresh
home-grown produce tastes better than its agri-business cousin;
and there are two reasons for this: first, fresh means ‘today’ not
last month, and certainly not picked green and left to ripen in the
packing case. In the doubletalk of marketing ‘fresh’ now means
‘not frozen.’
The second reason is that the huge range of trace elements
and photosynthetic by-products absorbed and created in slow
growing plants grown in rich earth and under real sunlight,
require the sort of time and conditions that are not provided
under today’s agri-business mantra of speed, volume, and
consistency.
A British study back in the 1980s, discovered that proteins,
minerals and vitamins in a range of vegetables showed a marked
decline in food values from comparable pre-WWII levels. Given
that the yield per acre had increased considerably during this
time due to the increased use of fertilizers and high yield

the CBC’ buttons to celebrities attending the Genie Awards, and
encouraged a few of them, including Crewson, to speak out on
stage for the cause. It worked! Some major newspapers
mentioned the ‘Save the CBC’ campaign for the first time.
Our members of parliament are all back in their constituency
offices right now, and available to listen. If you know the name of
your MP, click below to find their phone number and give them
a call politely asking them to stand up for Canada’s public
broadcasters. Or to send a message to your MP, use this action
tool at the Friends of Canadian Broadcasting’s website:
www.friends.ca/yourMP.
Avaaz.org is an independent, not-for-profit global
campaigning organization that works to ensure that the views
and values of the world’s people inform global decisionmaking. (Avaaz means ‘voice’ in many languages.) Avaaz
receives no money from governments or corporations, and is
staffed by a global team based in Ottawa, London, Rio de
Janeiro, New York, Buenos Aires, and Geneva. Call: 1-888-9228229, write: info@avaaz.org. Check out Avaaz Facebook and
Myspace and Bebo pages! 0

varieties, a theory called—wait for it—‘the dilution effect’ was
postulated suggesting that vitamins and minerals were still there
but ‘diluted’ by the increased size of the crop and larger water
content. (Potatoes, for example, have increased 15% in water
content in as many years. This applies particularly to Russet
potatoes that are the principal crop for commercial production.)
Now consider the following statements and conclusions
taken almost at random from various studies carried out in the
past few years:
• ‘Cheese from grass fed cows is more than four times richer
in conjugated linoleic acid—a cancer-fighting, fat-reducing fat—
than cheese from standard, grain-fed cows’;
• ‘Cancer yield [in rats] was reduced by about 50 percent
when fed naturally occurring CLA (conjugated linoleic acid)
found in butter from free range cows’;
• ‘The eggs from free-range hens contained significantly more
[50%] folic acid and vitamin B12’ than those from battery
chickens;
• ‘Free range chickens produce eggs significantly lower in
cholesterol than factory farm chickens’;
• ‘[Recent] studies show a nutrient loss of 74% for onions,
75% less calcium for broccoli, 60% less iron for spinach, and 48%
less calcium for carrots. Since 1985 there has been a 70% drop in
the level of minerals and vitamins in potatoes, a 60% drop in
beans, an 80% drop in apples. In 1900, wheat-germ had a 90%
protein content; in 2005 it was much lower;
• In the journal ‘Food Technology,’ March 2005, Dr Donald
Davies, Professor of Biochemistry at University of Texas, wrote,
‘…modern crops that grow larger and faster are not necessarily
able to acquire nutrients at the same, faster rate, whether by
synthesis or by acquisition from the soil. Thus,’ he continued,
‘there can be trade-offs between yield and nutrient
concentration. We postulate that the median declines in nutrient
concentration reflect primarily unintended side effects of
increased yields (environmental and genetic dilution effects)’;
and
• The so-called Omega-3 fatty acids found in wild fish and
game are also present in free-range farm animals, animals that
are raised in a way that respects their phenotypical inclinations.
These omega 3 acids are substantially lower or absent in factory
feedlot animals.
There is a massive amount of information and
misinformation when it comes to food and nutrition so any
particular story does not necessarily carry much credibility. My
personal take is that food (both produce and meat) from
conventional factory farms is significantly poorer in taste than
my home grown produce or that bought from a local organic
farmer. My taste tells me it’s better. Those flavours that I enjoy
are a direct result of the accumulation of very complex acids and
flavournoids that are produced in slow growing plants and
animals. My guess is that if the tomato tastes like water then that
is just what it is.
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Bitter taste to be added to
BC antifreeze
Each year in BC, hundreds of pets and wildlife die or suffer
kidney failure from accidently ingesting antifreeze or engine
coolant, which has a sweet taste. The provincial government has
just made BC the first province to mandate the addition of
denatonium benzoate to antifreeze sold at the retail level in BC.
Denatonium benzoate, better known as Bitrex or Aversion, is
the bitterest chemical compound known, and has been used for
years in anti-nailbiting products for people and antichewing/licking products for pets.
Denatonium benzoate will not impair antifreeze performance
or have any impact on vehicle warranties. Adding it to antifreeze
is expected to prevent children and household pets from
accidentally ingesting the product.
Alberni-Qualicum MLA Scott Frazer says ‘The
announcement is misleading people to believe that antifreeze
will be safer now.’ Frazer states that antifreeze will still be
allowed to contain very toxic ethylene glycol whereas a propylene
glycol based antifreeze would be much safer.
This government regulation which will not come into effect
until 2011, is based on similar ones in California and Oregon. As
with all toxic chemicals antifreeze should be kept out of the reach
of children and animals and only be used and disposed of
according to the instructions on the container. 0

Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make a good you contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island mailbox
or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free boxes
located across the Strait of Georgia and from Victoria to
Campbell River or if you read online, you can show
your support and appreciation by mailing a voluntary
subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

6. The Security Argument
We are all painfully aware of the rise in price of oil and the knee
jerk action by the US Government to grow corn instead of wheat
thereby driving up the price of that grain. Never mind that
climatic changes can wipe out a crop overnight if there is a
hurricane in Florida or frost in California. The empirical
evidence is mounting; the world is becoming less stable and less
reliable, especially for those extensive transportation systems.
I am not a doomsday prophet but I am a pragmatist and I
intend to live a good life as long as humanly possible. Cities
around the world are taking the initiative to control the amount
of food imported. Cuban cities such as Havana were obliged to
become self-sufficient after the fall of the Soviet market for
Cuban sugar. The city of Vancouver has declared a goal to reduce
its produce imports by 50% within the next few years. Even
Vancouver will plough up its back lanes and vacant land to grow
cabbages.

What is a
property worth
without water?

• Water Wells
• Hydrofracturing

to improve Well yields
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Microcredit going strong

Despite most investments looking like not such a good deal these
days, microcredit is going strong. Microcredit is the provision of
very small loans to people in the developing countries to use to
create a business to lift themselves out of poverty. Previously
these borrowers, who are poor men and women, could not get
loans because they were not considered good credit risks.
Microcredit is a financial innovation that is generally
considered to have been originated by Muhammad Yunus,
founder of the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh. Yunus and the
bank were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006.
Microfinancing helps in the development of an economy by
giving everyday people the chance to establish a sustainable
means of income. Eventual increases in disposable income will
lead to economic development and growth. The United Nations
declared 2005 the International Year of Microcredit.
Due to the success of microcredit, it is increasingly gaining
credibility in the mainstream finance industry, and many
traditional large finance organizations are contemplating
microcredit projects as a source of future growth, even though
almost everyone in larger development organizations discounted
the likelihood of success of microcredit when it was begun. 0
OBAMA from page 8
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s play book. In conversation with A Philip
Randolph, a legendary black union leader, Roosevelt said he
agreed with everything Randolph said needed to be done. Then
he said, ‘But I would ask one thing of you, Mr Randolph, and that
is go out and make me do it.’ And he and the union movement
did. The result was the famous ‘Wagner’ Labour Relations Act,
1935 creating the legal right to organize a union and bargain
collectively.
Obama’s domestic agenda will only be possible if the legions
of people who got him elected go out and ‘make him do it.’
(Changing his position on Iraq is a whole other question.)
Those already planning to stop him are enormously powerful
and determined, even if for the moment they are somewhat
humbled by the crisis they created (Obama’s popularity is
around 60%; Republicans, 26%).
The wealthy are not amused at losing billions and are in no
mood to lose even more. But there are signs that the people
inspired by the message of hope are still engaged and gearing up
for the fight ahead. Its outcome will have huge implications not
only for the US but also for Canada and all the English speaking
developed nations where the Chicago Boys’ denigration of
government held such powerful sway. 0

New faculty of environment for SFU
Spring has arrived and so has Simon Fraser University’s (SFU)
newest faculty, the Faculty of Environment, which officially
opened on April 1.
The university’s green faculty encompasses the School of
Resource and Environmental Management, the Department of
Geography, the Environmental Science program, the Centre for
Sustainable Community Development and the Graduate
Certificate in Development Studies.
John Pierce, dean pro tem, says the new faculty will build on
the environmental expertise of its founding units and add to that
expertise from other areas of the university to enrich
programming and research opportunities.
‘The university has a tremendous pool of talented people who
deal with environmental issues, who have traditionally been
scattered across diverse faculties, but now campus members will
be collaborating under the umbrella of this new faculty.
Pierce says university enrolment figures have increased,
compared to this time last year, due in part to the anticipated
faculty launch. The faculty has 552 undergraduate students, 123
graduate students and 39 faculty members.
‘The faculty will encompass concepts of what our relationship
PENSIONS, from page 5
We have seen examples of companies neglecting to make a
financial priority of maintaining adequate pension plan funding;
and of pension plans primarily invested in company shares, with
the result that the pension plan cannot survive the failure or
bankruptcy of the company.
It should become a condition in law that corporations have no
management involvement whatsoever with the pension
accounts of their employees and that securities of that
corporation be prohibited from such accounts. That would
probably require the formation of a public trustee office for
pensions.
Secondly, it should become a condition of all pension
accounts that obligations as to funding agreements be framed so
that these accounts rank equally with 1st mortgage bonds having
a sinking fund provision. Release from such obligations would
only be allowed where the individual beneficiary signs away
these privileges to enable the pursuit of a riskier or different
investment strategy than used by the majority of beneficiaries.
Ed’s Footnote: Erik’s reforms seem even more pressing since
moves in March by the CPPIB to actually borrow money to
make new investments. The borrowed money is to be used for
TEN REASONS from page 9
Every community in the Province has an emergency plan for
that special time—not if, but when. If you grow your own food or
have an arrangement with someone that does then why should
you care if the grocery shelves are bare for a while. Remember, at
a pinch, locally grown potatoes are much easier to get than those
stuck in a truck thousands of kilometres away.

7. The Aesthetic Argument
There is a lot to be said for growing and making your own life.
Realistically, we cannot make or produce everything we need to
live. Even Thoreau retreated to the Walden Pond only when he
could afford it. But walking out in the late afternoon and
selecting fresh beans, broccoli, salad mix, picking sun-warm
tomatoes and basil, or fresh berries and fruit from the tree, is a
satisfying, aesthetically pleasing experience. I choose to make my
own bread for the sheer satisfaction of activating the yeast,
kneading the dough until it is silky, watching it raise, and baking
it hot for dinner.
For generations European chefs spent their early mornings
down at the market selecting only that which is fresh—hours old
—and that which is local. Not for nothing did the Italians begin
the Slow Food Movement. The French have a term ‘terroir’
which applies to food grown and produced in a very specific area
and their labelling will state not simply who made it or what it
contains, but precisely from which valley, farm and hillside it
came. Terroir really implies tasting the earth, because produce
from this field and this farm have such unique properties that
you, the discriminating eater, can taste the difference. This
cultural concept is diametrically opposed to the MacWorld of
zero boarders and universal sameness. It’s like tasting a fine
wine; we want to know more about it and we take the time to
savour its unique complex of flavours. So it is with cheese,
tomatoes, carrots, bread, chicken, apples, cream and lettuce. If
food is important to you, learn where it comes from.
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8. The Control Argument
In traditional cultures, including ours up to a few generations
ago, families and communities were essentially self sufficient, if
not in exotic goods then at least in the basic necessities. A lot of
that changed in the 20th century with the development of the
corporation. And it radically changed again with the creation of
the MBA. The Harvard MBA program was developed after
WWII at the request of corporate leaders and it brought together
two strange bedfellows: experts in commerce and experts in war.
The accountants and productivity experts sat down with retired
generals and commanders and learned to apply the techniques
of war to control the way they did business. What resulted was
control of the way you and I live. The ethics and the metaphors
of commerce are taken from the battlefield: strategy, control,
manipulation.
We no longer talk about people, or quality, and the idea of
living the ‘good life’ has become laughable. We don’t even have
patients in hospitals any more—people are simply consumers.
Last December, American economist Curtis White argued:
‘We need to come to an honest acknowledgement of what
capitalism is, and that has been made very clear for us in recent
months by the Chinese entrepreneurs who fill our pet food,
toothpaste, animal feed, even our Viagra with toxic filler. For the
entrepreneur, such filler is poison only if someone dies;
otherwise it’s just a profit margin. The [war] game is to take
profit as close to the poison line as possible.
When, on occasion, profit spills over into poison and

to the environment is and what our relationship should be,’ says
Pierce.
Students in the new faculty will acquire competencies in core
areas of environmental study, and foundational skills in
communications, critical thinking and analysis. They will study the
environment as it relates to natural science, social science, and
policy science frameworks and can participate in fieldwork,
international studies, student internships and the co-op program.
SFU has a long history of engaging with the local community
to conduct research on environmental issues, resulting in a
wealth of interdisciplinary expertise in areas such as managing
natural resources, understanding human settlements or
investigating the history and impact of climate change.
The faculty offers undergraduate programs leading to BA and
BSc degrees. At the graduate level, students may complete MA,
MSc, or MRM degrees and doctorates. It also offers certificates
and diploma programs and is considering other degree options.
‘SFU has an opportunity to show real leadership in terms of
developing new technologies, research modes, practices, and
engagement with the community and creating solutions to real
world problems,’ adds Pierce. 0

investments in ‘real estate, infrastructure and private debt’
rather than government bonds. Many corporate and personal
(RRSPs) pension funds have lost considerable value with the
market crash. There is and has been no need for the CPP fund
to do this.
The fund has never borrowed money before. While the fund
should not have to draw on its investment assets for some years
yet since it can pay current pension obligations out of current
contributions received, this is not a justification for speculating
with borrowed money, particularly in assets which cannot be
easily valued or sold.
Borrowing may require an amendment to legislation. It is
questionable why any government (particularly a conservative
one) would let the Fund borrow money, unless this initiative is
being driven by people who make money out of trading stocks.
In defence of the new move, the CPPIB states that now is a
great time to make new investments. However, borrowing to
invest moves the Fund further from its original investment
concept, which emphasized safety, and closer to a leveraged
‘margin’ investment account, with inherently greater risk. 0

someone dies, there is a wild wringing of hands (and in China,
death sentences) but soon back we go in search of that ideal
between profit and death. We see very much the same principle
at work in industrial agriculture. Just how much herbicide and
pesticide can we put down before it starts killing more than bugs
and pigweed? Here we see the creed of ‘cost/benefit analysis’
presided over with loving kindness by accountants and legions of
liability lawyers.’
In short, we have lost what little control we ever had over our
lives. I cannot take on General Foods or Monsanto, but I can
ignore them and get on with my own life. I will not be dictated to
by the CEO’s of superpowers; they don’t need me and I can do
very well without them. Life in the ‘real’ world is a hazardous
process of seeking pleasure and avoiding pain and now that
process has been usurped by those who would put profit before
life.
Choosing to live in a small rural community speaks volumes
about the values to which you and I aspire, otherwise, why are we
here? As individuals we cannot turn the world around but we can
make small gestures toward the good life, a life worth living and
a life where responsibility begins at home. Buying local is a
statement in ethics, community, and independence. Think
globally, but begin by buying locally.

9. The Meeting Place
Recent studies in the US found, not surprisingly, that people who
frequent a local farmer’s market meet and converse with other
people ten times more than those who frequent a supermarket.
As we quickly noticed on Mayne Island, the market is not simply
an alternative source of lettuce and chutney, the marketplace is a
forum, a place where friends are made and friends meet; a place
where needs and desires are aired, supported and sometimes
refuted. Frequenting a farmer’s market implies belonging, you
know you will meet friends and neighbours there, you just don’t
always know which ones. In short, you often don’t really belong
unless you go there.

10. Building Community
Most of these arguments have a direct appeal to our personal
wellbeing. The resultant actions also impact the community, in
monetary terms and in the trade and intercourse with the people
we meet. Buying local, supporting local organisations and events
builds community. The community is not an abstraction
somewhere out there, it is the sum of our actions, and a strong
community is a better place to live, so conscious efforts made by
you to look after yourself can in fact come full circle. The stronger
the community that you help to make will in turn look after you,
your family and your grandchildren. In these uncertain times
some communities are growing stronger and some are falling
apart. They fall apart not because of ‘crime’ or ‘recession’ but
because of apathy and selfishness.
Food is the primordial community builder; it implies trust,
for why else would I feed it to my children. But that trust has
been broken by greed. Making money is the mantra of the times
and you will not make much of that selling carrots at a farmer’s
market. You will instead create a richness of culture, friends and
community, values we all wish we had but cannot find on the
shelf of any store.
This article can be found at www.islandtides.com, in the
Reprints section of our online archive, go through ‘The Good
Life,’ box in left column. 0
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TILMA from page 1
proceeding with very little transparency and virtually no public
debate’.

Interprovincial Trade
Interprovincial trade, says Shrybman, is a federal responsibility
under the Canadian constitution, so the AIT is an agreement
between the provinces, but legislated at the federal level. But
because provinces cannot, constitutionally, legislate in this area,
some provincial governments (particularly BC and Alberta) have
chosen to sign ‘agreements’ between provinces in order to
enforce internal rules covering trade, investment, and labour
mobility. Such ‘agreements’ might turn out to be more
permanent than normal provincial legislation, since they cannot
be dismantled without the agreement of at least two provinces.
Shrybman emphasizes that there are actually few, if any,
impediments to interprovincial trade. However, he alleges that
the key clause in TILMA is Article 3 – No obstacles. Each Party
shall ensure that its measures do not operate to restrict or impair
trade between or through the territory of the Parties, or
investment or labour mobility between the Parties.
TILMA does not limit enforcement actions in BC to residents
of Alberta (or vice versa) but enables any individual or
corporation to challenge virtually any law, action, or procedure
in a tribunal which is established outside the normal court
system. As Shrybman says, ’everything a government does is
likely to affect the market, i.e. investment, in some manner, or
there would be no reason for government to act in the first place’.
He also notes that this provision applies not only to new
measures, but also existing ones: i.e. no grandfathering.
Shrybman sums it up this way: ‘the true purpose of this
domestic ‘trade ‘agenda is to impose broad constraints on the
exercise of governmental and public authority under the rubric
of addressing trade barriers. At its core, this is an agenda to
promote further privatization and deregulation.’

Municipalities Refused Concessions
Municipalities, school districts, and other local elected bodies are
clearly the most vulnerable to TILMA or AIT challenges, and to
the legislative and policy ‘chill’ the possibility of such challenges
presents. They have expressed great concern over how TILMA
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30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN
LOCALLY & ACROSS THE
STRAIT OF GEORGIA

Boxed ads start at $33
250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

might be applied to their actions (including zoning, subdivision,
business regulation, licensing, tax exemptions, and procurement
policies), which started on April 1 of this year.
In negotiations between the Union of BC Municipalities and
the BC Liberal provincial government, Shrybman reports that
the government refused the following concessions:
• that municipalities be free to favour local businesses in
procuring goods and services;
• assurance that the provincial government will not seek to
recover damages imposed by a tribunal because it finds a
municipal measure to be non-compliant with TILMA rules;
• for safeguards to prevent frivolous and vexatious challenges
being brought to challenge municipal measures; and
• that municipalities be allowed to defend their own actions
before a TILMA tribunal sitting in judgment of their conduct.
The refusal of this last provision seems tantamount to being
tried in absentia, since TILMA requires that such actions be
‘defended’ by the province—the fox defending the henhouse.
Besides somewhat clarifying the motives for TILMA, it also
poisons the atmosphere between the provincial and local
governments in BC.

Labour Mobility
Extending the recognition of certificates and qualifications
between all the provinces, says Shrybman, will inevitably lead to
a ‘race to the bottom’, since in many occupations, training and
qualifications required by law vary widely between provinces
and are administered by different professional and trades
bodies. He questions whether such a move really protects the
public interest, particularly with regard to safety and
professional integrity.

Dispute Resolution
The trade ministers revealed last December that with the
exception of Ontario, they had all approved a draft text setting
out changes to the AIT’s dispute resolution chapter. The AIT had
been criticized by the BC government and others for having no
‘teeth’ or penalties built into resolution of disputes. Shrybman
says that the ministers’ December press release ‘indicates that
AIT dispute bodies are to be empowered to issue monetary

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

awards against a province that fails to comply with tribunal
rulings. While AIT dispute procedures may now be invoked by
private parties, they are not as yet entitled to monetary awards as
is the case under the TILMA.’ But he anticipates that this will
follow.

An AIT Energy Agreement
Shrybman also reports that the trade ministers apparently
achieved some progress towards an interprovincial energy
agreement. A 2007 report by the Council of the Federation (an
organization of provincial and territorial governments) indicated
that such an agreement should include, besides several
provisions encouraging ‘green’ energy, arrangements for
‘speeding up regulatory approvals’, and ‘allowing direct
provincial participation in international negotiations on energy’.
Again, there has been remarkably little public discussion on
these moves and their significance. Shrybman avers that they
may, however, reflect the reality that treaties signed by the
federal government on behalf of Canada, but touching on
constitutionally provincial areas of authority, must be
implemented by the provinces themselves. He points out that
NAFTA provisions ‘seriously constrain’ Canadian energy policy
and law, including Canada’s ability to meet its own energy needs
before those of the US.
NAFTA, he says, exacerbates Canada’s problems of energy
supply and environmental policy. A secret AIT energy
agreement, he says, could ‘make matters worse’. 0
VOTERS from page 1
last provincial election held in May 2005.
Over the last four years, BC’s eligible voter population has
increased by approximately 177,000, according to BC Stats.
There are an estimated 3,226,440 eligible voters in the province.
A revised voters list will be distributed to the 85 electoral
districts across the province for use in administering voting
procedures at over 1,700 advance and general voting locations.
In each of the past three provincial elections more than
200,000 voters waited to register or update their registration
until they were at the voting place. 0
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Referendum fever
The referendum has added spice to the May 12 provincial election. Electronic media have
caused quite a twitter about reinvigorated democracy in BC.
Don’t want to miss the big day? Did you know you can imediately vote in the upcoming
provincial election and referendum? If you’re going to be away in May, you can drop in to
your local district electoral office and cast your ballots: one to elect an MLA and one for the
referendum on electoral reform. District electoral offices are open 9am to 5pm Monday to
Friday, and 10am to 4pm on Saturday.
Pictured is the first voter in the 2009 election in Powell River. For more information about
absentee voting, voting by mail, district electoral office locations, and voter identification
requirements, visit the Elections BC website, www.elections.bc.ca.

Stopping the bullying

According to Bullying Canada, an anti-bullying organization, one
in four children will be the victim of bullying. One in five children
will be a bully. With a problem of this dimension in our schools,
what can be done?
Each of BC’s 60 school districts have codes of conduct in place
reflecting legislation passed in the fall of 2007. This is a step
towards ‘zero tolerance’ of bullying in BC schools.

Here Are 10 Tips To Prevent Bullying
1. If it’s hard for you to stand up for yourself, ignore the
bullying, walk away, then tell someone who can help.
2. Get funny! Humour shows you’re not bothered.
3. Be assertive, not aggressive.
4. Fighting back makes the bullying worse.
5. Remember that telling is not tattling.
6. If you walk away and get help, you are part of the
solution. If you stay and watch, you are part of the
problem.
7. Put yourself in the other kid’s shoes. Would you want
to be picked on, put down, or left out?
8. Apologize to the kids you have bullied.

9. Be a real leader. Real leaders treat others with respect.
10. Remember that no one deserves to be bullied!

Resources Available
Pyschologist Dr Bonnie Leadbeater is part of a UVIC team
helping schools implement the UVIC-developed ‘WITS’
program. WITS stands for ‘Walk away,’ ‘Ignore,’ ‘Talk it out,’ and
‘Seek help.’ It is a program that reaches out beyond schools and
classrooms to unite community-based emergency service
professionals, educators and parents to protect young children
from peer victimisation. ‘Bullying is everyone’s problem,’ says
Leadbeater, ‘Our children deserve to feel safe in their schools,
heighbourhoods and homes.’ Resources can be downloaded
from www.youth.society.uvic.ca.
The Ministry of Education has also developed a resource for
parents that will be distributed to all public, independent and
band schools to help families better understand their shared role
in bullying prevention. The parent resource brochure and
internet safety tips are published in 14 languages and can be
found online at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sco/. 0

MAY 2009 GENERAL ELECTION
AND REFERENDUM ON ELECTORAL REFORM
A Provincial General Election and Referendum on Electoral Reform is Underway.
Who Can Vote?
You can vote if you are:
. 18 years of age or older, or will be 18
on General Voting Day (May 12, 2009)
. a Canadian citizen
. a resident of British Columbia for
the past six months
Registration Is Easy
Just go online at www.elections.bc.ca or call
toll-free 1-800-661-8683 until April 21, 2009.
If you aren’t registered by the deadline, you can
register when you vote. You’ll need identification that
proves both your identity and residential address.
Referendum On
Electoral Reform
In addition to an
election ballot,
voters will also
receive a ballot
to vote in the
referendum on
electoral reform.

>0#=0 7G7=$<4EG %C%$7D
%0<"G: 64#$#%0 3<G"DA#E "%7 $<
7G7=$ D7DA74% $< $07 94<!#@=#EG
;72#%GE$#!7 8%%7DAGC(
*07 7F#%$#@2 7G7=$<4EG %C%$7D
'-#4%$/1E%$/$07/1<%$&
*07 %#@2G7 $4E@%574EAG7 !<$7 7G7=$<4EG
%C%$7D '63/+*B& 94<9<%7: AC $07
3#$#?7@)% 8%%7DAGC
<@ .G7=$<4EG ,75<4D(

For more information on the referendum on electoral
reform, visit the Referendum Information Office
website at www.BCreferendum2009.ca
Or, call their toll-free information line at
1-800-668-2800 (in Vancouver: 604-775-2800)
from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (Pacific time)
Monday to Friday.

Voting Opportunities
There are many voting opportunities in B.C.
Here are some of your options:
Advance Voting Available to all voters. Voters
can attend any advance voting location from
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (local time), Wednesday, May 6
to Saturday, May 9. All advance voting locations
are wheelchair accessible.
General Voting Available to all voters. Voters
can attend any general voting location from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. (Pacific time), Tuesday, May 12, 2009.
Other Voting Options If you are going to be away
or some other circumstance prevents you from
voting at advance voting or general voting, you can
vote in any district electoral office from when the
election is called on Tuesday, April 14 to 4 p.m.
(Pacific time) on Tuesday, May 12. You can also
request a vote-by-mail package from your district
electoral office or through the Elections BC
website at www.elections.bc.ca

Any Questions?
For further information visit Elections BC’s
website at www.elections.bc.ca or call
toll-free 1-800-661-8683.
Or, contact your district electoral office.
Cowichan Valley
1A-2753 Charlotte Rd
Duncan, BC
(250) 715-2803

Saanich North and the Islands
1528 Stellys X Rd
Saanichton, BC
(250) 544-4421

Nanaimo
3156 Barons Rd
Nanaimo, BC
(250) 760-0428

Victoria-Beacon Hill
1318 Blanshard St
Victoria, BC
(250) 952-5078

Nanaimo-North Cowichan
1151 Lawlor Rd
Nanaimo, BC
(250) 716-5913

Victoria-Swan Lake
455 Boleskine Rd
Victoria, BC
(250) 952-5025

Hours of Operation
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

How To Nominate A Candidate
A candidate must be nominated in writing by 75
eligible voters of the electoral district. Nomination
kits are available from your District Electoral Officer
or online at www.elections.bc.ca
Deadlines For Nominations
Nominations must be delivered to the District
Electoral Officer between the time the election
is called on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 and 1 p.m.
(Pacific time) on Friday, April 24, 2009.

www.elections.bc.ca
1-800-661-8683
TTY 1-888-456-5448

