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‘Get Out’ walk
under way
Wild salmon activist Alexandra
Morton’s long walk to call attention
to damage to wild salmon from
industrial farmed salmon operations
has started. She began in Sointula on
Thursday, April 22, travel and events
are scheduled for each day, arriving
in Victoria on Saturday, May 8.
Each day, she will be joined by
other walkers and each day will
include a public event. Many
additional community events are
taking place along the coast in
support of the ‘migration’ to get
Norwegian fishfarms out of BC
waters. Additional walks are taking
place in other parts of BC.
The migration schedule, as of
press time, is detailed below, check
www.SalmonAreSacred.org/itinerary
for additions.
Tuesday, April 27: Sayward to
Quadra Island via the Wild Salmon
Rapids; presentation at Quadra
Island Community Centre, 7pm.
Wednesday, April 28: Quadra
Island to Black Creek; rally at Spirit
Square, Campbell River at 9:15am.
Thursday, April 29: Black Creek to
Courtenay; Courtenay walk starts at
Comox Valley Sports Arena parking
lot #2 at 2:30pm, to Simms Park at
4pm, and to K’omoks Native Band
Hall at 6pm, where there will be
dinner, a welcome ceremony, and a
presentation, followed at 8pm by
music and dancing.

Photo: Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

Montague Harbour, Galiano Island

US fast ferry test in
Plumper Sound
A catamaran passenger ferry designed for service
between Bremerton, Washington State and
Seattle will be tested in Plumper Sound for about
a month starting on May 25, according to Victoria
engineering firm Golder Associates. The Rich
Passage 1, a 24m, 118-passenger aluminum vessel
equipped with adjustable hydrofoils, will undergo
performance and wavemaking evaluations over a
1.5 nautical mile course set in the middle of the
channel between Razor Point on North Pender
Island and Croker Point and Payne Point on
Saturna Island (see chart on page 8).
The test course will be approximately
NNW/SSE and the vessel will accelerate to test
speed before entering the 1.5 nautical mile
‘performance zone’. An array of four wave
measuring and recording devices will be moored
at various distances opposite the mid-point of the
course.
Test runs will be made at speeds ranging from
10 to 40 knots with various vessel loadings and

SALMON WALK, please turn to page 14

FERRY TEST, please turn to page 8

Federal government cripples
Environmental Assessment Act
The federal Conservative government has
moved to amend the Environmental
Assessment Act to give the Minister of the
Environment the power to restrict any
screening or comprehensive assessment to
selected aspects of the project under review.
This was in response to a January
Supreme Court decision which held that the
‘comprehensive’ environmental assessment
of the Red Chris mine in northern BC had
been wrongly limited by the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans to consideration of
tailings ponds, stream crossings, and
explosives storage.
Further, in the amendment, the Minister
is to be given the power to delegate
restriction of review to any government
ministry or agency (termed Responsible
Authorities, or RAs), including the National
Energy Board (NEB) and the Canadian
Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC).
The Prime Minister has also indicated
that he expects that the environmental

assessment of oilsands projects to be
handled by the NEB, and nuclear projects
by the CNSC.
The amendments were included in Bill
C-9, the omnibus Budget Implementation
Act (officially titled: An Act to implement
certain provisions of the budget tabled in
Parliament on March 4, 2010 and other
measures). Many items, such as the
environmental assessment amendment,
included within the Bill do not relate to the
budget.
Passage of this multi-faceted act is
almost assured because it has been
designated a confidence vote by the
minority government. It cannot be defeated
by the opposition in Parliament without
precipitating a general election.

The Red Chris Mine Case
This copper and gold mine, first proposed
in 1990, is located near the ‘sacred
headwaters’ of the Stikine, Nass, and Skeena
ACT CRIPPLED, please turn to page 10
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reetings to readers in North Saanich who are receiving Island Tides in their mailbox this edition.
If you would like to continue reading Island Tides, in future you can pick-up a copy from our
yellow boxes on the porches of Deep Cove Market and The Roost Farm Bakery. Other
locations are listed below and in the yellow box on page 3. Readers on Texada: here it is again.
Thanks for your phone calls and kind words; please keep in touch with news and photos!
is available at these

S ERI OUS COF FE E

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—V I Conference Centre

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point
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The cost of cruising ~ Ross A Klein

SHORELINE
DESIGN

Another cruise season is upon Vancouver. Long-time
residents will recall when cruise tourism was a major feature
on the city’s waterfront—at its peak, more than 340 ships in
a year, bringing more than 1.125 million passengers. Today,
the numbers are much less—256 ships in 2009. Although
the port spent $49 million in the early 2000s to redevelop
Ballantyne Terminal, based on expectations of continued
growth in cruise ship visits, in 2010 all cruise ships will dock
at Canada Place; none at Ballantyne Pier.
The City of Vancouver has spent millions of dollars to
accommodate cruise ships, but the number of cruise ships
has decreased significantly. It isn’t that these ships are not
visiting British Columbia—most must in order to comply
with US cabotage laws that require a cruise ship with an
itinerary involving US ports to include at least one foreign
port. Instead of Vancouver, which used to be the homeport
for most ships visiting Alaska, many ships now leave from
Seattle and use Victoria to satisfy requirements under US
law. Seattle has grown from no cruise ship visits in 1999 to
100 in 2002 and to 223 in 2009. Victoria has seen a growth
similar to Seattle, from 34 calls in 1999, 110 in 2002, and
228 in 2009.
So Vancouver’s loss has been Victoria’s gain. However
the migration of ships has a negative impact on the economy
of British Columbia. Most ships calling at Vancouver in
2002 were homeported in the city, meaning passengers
started and ended their cruise in Vancouver. They stayed at
hotels, dined at restaurants, and visited sites pre and/or post
cruise. They used taxis and had time to visit and spend
money in stores. Their economic impact was significant.
However, despite less cruise ships visiting today, a number
of ships use Vancouver as a port of call. Passengers stop in
Vancouver for eight hours or so and then continue on to
their next port. The ship is their hotel, their restaurant, and
a venue for shopping and entertainment. This fact is
particularly an issue in Victoria, where over 80% of cruise
ship visits occur between 6pm and midnight, the last night
of the cruise. The economic impact is only a fraction of what
is generated when a ship homeports in a city.

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

AT POINT ATKINSON
APRIL/MAY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

28
WE

0410
1115
1819
2334

14.8
2.0
14.8
9.8

4.5
0.6
4.5
3.0

6
TH

0001
0704
1034
1703

14.1
9.5
10.2
6.6

4.3
2.9
3.1
2.0

29
TH

0445
1154
1910

14.4
1.6
15.1

4.4
0.5
4.6

7
FR

0040
0747
1234
1805

14.1
8.5
9.8
7.5

4.3
2.6
3.0
2.3

30
FR

0024
0520
1235
1959

10.5
14.1
1.6
15.1

3.2
4.3
0.5
4.6

SA

8

0116
0822
1405
1912

13.8
7.5
10.5
8.2

4.2
2.3
3.2
2.5

1

0117
0555
1315
2049

10.8
13.5
2.0
15.1

3.3
4.1
0.6
4.6

SU

9

0147
0852
1512
2015

13.8
6.2
11.5
8.9

4.2
1.9
3.5
2.7

2
SU

0215
0631
1356
2139

11.2
12.8
2.6
14.8

3.4
3.9
0.8
4.5

10
MO

0215
0922
1606
2109

13.5
5.2
12.5
9.5

4.1
1.6
3.8
2.9

3
MO

0322
0708
1438
2229

11.2
12.1
3.3
14.8

3.4
3.7
1.0
4.5

11
TU

0242
0952
1653
2156

13.5
4.3
13.1
9.8

4.1
1.3
4.0
3.0

4
TU

0441
0751
1522
2317

10.8
11.5
4.3
14.4

3.3
3.5
1.3
4.4

12
WE

0309
1023
1736
2239

13.5
3.3
13.8
10.5

4.1
1.0
4.2
3.2

5
WE

0601
0853
1609

10.2
10.5
5.2

3.1
3.2
1.6

13
TH

0337
1056
1819
2321

13.8
2.6
14.4
10.8

4.2
0.8
4.4
3.3

SA

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

Inquire: 250-629-3660 or
islandtides@islandtides.com

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
APRIL/MAY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

28
WE

0322
1031
1818
2251

10.5
1.3
10.5
8.2

3.2
0.4
3.2
2.5

WE

29
TH

0352
1110
1911
2350

10.5
1.0
10.8
8.5

3.2
0.3
3.3
2.6

FR

30
FR

0423
1150
2003

10.2
1.0
10.8

1
SA

0054
0456
1232
2055

2
SU

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

6

0716
0905
1620

7.2
7.2
4.3

2.2
2.2
1.3

7

0025
0740
1132
1719

10.2
6.2
6.9
5.2

3.1
1.9
2.1
1.6

3.1
0.3
3.3

8
SA

0052
0803
1334
1822

10.2
5.6
7.2
5.9

3.1
1.7
2.2
1.8

8.9
9.8
1.0
10.8

2.7
3.0
0.3
3.3

9
SU

0117
0826
1459
1922

9.8
4.6
7.9
6.6

3.0
1.4
2.4
2.0

0205
0529
1314
2146

8.9
9.5
1.3
10.8

2.7
2.9
0.4
3.3

10
MO

0139
0849
1602
2017

9.8
3.9
8.5
7.2

3.0
1.2
2.6
2.2

3

0327
0600
1358
2233

8.9
8.9
2.0
10.8

2.7
2.7
0.6
3.3

11
TU

0200
0914
1653
2108

9.8
3.0
9.2
7.9

3.0
0.9
2.8
2.4

4

0500
0630
1442
2317

8.5
8.5
2.6
10.5

2.6
2.6
0.8
3.2

12
WE

0221
0941
1739
2156

9.8
2.3
9.8
8.5

3.0
0.7
3.0
2.6

5

0618
0721
1529
2354

7.9
7.9
3.6
10.5

2.4
2.4
1.1
3.2

13
TH

0243
1011
1824
2242

9.8
1.3
10.2
8.9

3.0
0.4
3.1
2.7

MO

TU

TU

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

On Time & On Budget

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

Economic Impact of Cruise Tourism
The economic impact of cruise ship visits to Vancouver is
significantly less today than five or ten years ago. This is in
part a result of less cruise ships, and also a result of changes
in the demographics of cruise passengers—passengers
today have lower average incomes than passengers 10 or
more years ago, but also a result of more aggressive efforts
by cruise lines to capture on board spending. A cruise ship
earns more money from passenger spending onboard than
from ticket sales. In 2007, each cruise passenger’s onboard
spending accounted for $43 per day in the cruise line’s net
profit (more than $300 a week); the figure is significantly
higher today. As ships expand their shopping venues,
increasingly sell the same products available in ports, and
guarantee they will not be undersold, passengers have less
reason to buy souvenirs and other items ashore. They buy
T-shirts and postcards, but most local stores report limited
sales of other items.
The reduction in passenger spending ashore is
compounded by cruise ships taking significant commissions
for sales in stores they promote onboard as ‘preferred’ (as
much as 40% of gross sales) and their keeping 50% or more
of what passengers spend for shore excursions—the tours
passengers buy on board or through the cruise line for
which the cruise line then hires a local tour provider. One
problem is that the tour provider is being paid less than
might be received from a customer walking in off the street.
A more serious problem is that a passenger spending $50
for a tour expects a $50 product; but the tour provider is
being paid $25 or less and can’t provide a $50 product. If a
passenger is unhappy they will blame the tour provider and

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:
• scaling • root planing • polishing
• whitening • gum disease therapy
Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

the greediness of Vancouver; they will not blame the cruise
line. One cruise line reports that 30% of its net profit is
derived from sale of shore excursions.

Environmental Issues
Cruise ships today are small cities and they produce all of
the refuse and waste produced in a city. Unfortunately,
cruise ships are not held to the same standards as cities
when it comes to incinerators, fuel usage, sewage and waste
water treatment; more serious is that their practices are not
subject to the same level of oversight and enforcement as is
common on land. Let’s look at some of the common waste
streams produced by a cruise ship.
There is black water, otherwise known as human sewage.
This is the waste from cruise ship toilets and medical
facilities. A cruise ship produces more than eight gallons of
sewage per day per person. The cumulative amount per day
for a mid-sized ship is more than 40,000 gallons; almost
300,000 gallons on a one week cruise. These wastes contain
harmful bacteria, pathogens, disease, viruses, intestinal
parasites and harmful nutrients. If not adequately treated
they can cause bacterial and viral contamination of fisheries
and shellfish beds. In addition, nutrients in sewage, such as
nitrogen and phosphorous, promote algal growth. Algae
consume oxygen in the water that can be detrimental or
lethal to fish and other aquatic life.
In Canada, sewage treated by a Marine Sanitation Device
(MSD) can be discharged beyond four miles of the shore;
sewage treated by an Advanced Wastewater Treatment
System (AWTS) is unregulated. MSDs have been found to
not perform up to standards, producing results labeled by
Alaska's governor as ‘disgusting and disgraceful.’ The waste
from an AWTS is considerably better, however there are still
problems with nutrient loading and with inadequate
treatment of constituents such as ammonia, copper, zinc,
phosphorous, and nitrogen. In 2009, 72% of the ships
permitted to discharge waste from an AWTS in Alaska were
found at least once to be out of compliance with Alaska
Water Quality Standards.
A second type of waste water is graywater. Its release is
unregulated in Canada, which is out of step with our
neighbors to the north (Alaska) and south (Washington),
where there are clear regulations. Gray water is waste water
from sinks, showers, galleys, laundry, and cleaning activities
aboard a ship. It is the largest source of liquid waste from a
cruise ship: as much as 90 gallons per day per person; nearly
half a million gallons per day for a mid-sized ship. Like
sewage, gray water can contain a variety of pollutants. These
include fecal coliform bacteria, detergents, oil and grease,
metals, organic petroleum hydrocarbons, nutrients, food
waste and medical and dental waste. The greatest threat
posed by gray water is from nutrients and other oxygendemanding materials. The cruise industry characterizes
gray water as innocuous, at worst. A 2008 report from the
U.S. EPA disagrees, stating that ‘…untreated graywater from
cruise ships can contain pollutants at variable strengths and
that it can contain levels of fecal coliform bacteria several
times greater than is typically found in untreated domestic
wastewater. Graywater has potential to cause adverse
environmental effects because of concentrations of
nutrients and other oxygen-demanding materials, in
particular.’
Cruise ships also produce sewage sludge—about 4,000
gallons per day. The sludge poses the same problem as
sewage, but in a more concentrated form. Sludge and
biosolids are not permitted for discharge within 12 miles of
the shoreline in Washington, but in Canada can be
discharged beyond four miles. This means that cruise ships
empty their holding tanks in Canadian waters before
crossing into Washington state waters. It is interesting to
note that ships in Vancouver for the Olympics were required
to connect to Metro Vancouver’s sanitary sewer and pump
barges to properly dispose of liquid waste, but ships
homeporting or visiting Vancouver have no similar
requirements. In fact, gray water is not regulated by
Canada—it is not even mentioned in Canada’s Regulations
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships and for
Dangerous Chemicals.
Cruise ships also produce huge volumes of solid waste—
as much as 3.5 kilograms per passenger per day—
accounting for 24% of solid waste from all ocean-going
vessels. Some of this waste is recycled, some is incinerated,
and some is thrown into the ocean. As long as the waste can
fit through a 2.5 centimetre screen it can be discharged
beyond three miles from shore. These food wastes can
contribute to increases in biological oxygen demand,
chemical oxygen demand, and total organic carbon,
diminish water and sediment quality, adversely effect
marine biota, increase turbidity, and elevate nutrient levels.
CRUISING, please turn to page 11
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If it isn’t delivered to your mailbox, you
can pick up your copy of
at the following locations:
‘Serious Coffee’ locations in Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Nanaimo, Parksville, Courtenay, Campbell River & Port Alberni
Saanich:

Sidney:

NEW

Deep Cove Market (yellow box outside)
NEW Canoe Cove Marina (yellow box outside)
The Roost Farm Bakery (yellow box outside)

NEW

Photo: Lila Parks

‘My happy childhood's hours
When bluebells seemed like fairy gifts

Victoria:

Victoria Public Library Atrium
Coho Ferry Terminal (yellow box outside)
Victoria Clipper Ferry Terminal (yellow box outside)

Salt Spring:

Vesuvius, BC Ferries Terminal
Fulford, BC Ferries Terminal (yellow box)
Skeena Queen (yellow box in lounge by pop machine)

A prize among the flowers’—Anne Bronte

Okanagan Swing: the delight of musicians
who can really play! ~ Paul S White

T

he joy of music is well shared by
most of our human race, even when
taken for granted. The miracle of
talent in performance is a mystery to many,
but can’t be denied.
It’s disturbing, but there are few who
don’t thrill to drums and bugles that call
them to war. To a better end, rhythmic
harmonies compel people of all ages to open
ears, minds, and wallets in a search for life’s
meaning—and for something finer than a
life without musicians.
One deals with the wonder of musical
talent by accepting that some have ears
more sensitive than others, and some have
perfect or near perfect sense of pitch, and
some have musical memory that can be
exerted on demand for decades. It may be
true that those fortunates are able to use
their gifts because they have less inhibition
than the rest of us, but what really separates
performers from civilians is that they
actually do it.
They also concentrate for thousands of
hours of practice and experimentation, to
spice the musical broth and to make the
work seem easy!
Music was rarely available to me;
challenges of the northern frontier, and
family took all I had. So late in my days I
decided to learn something about it, and to
enhance the future by renewing my youthful
love affair with the early masters—

Armstrong, Bechet, the Condon mobs,
Waller and Ellington and all their
compatriots.—still as fresh in 1990 as they
were a half century before, thanks to
recording and printing and film, and
especially to the emotional investment they
gave to early jazz performances.
The first job I undertook when revisiting
the music of my boyhood, in 1990, was to
research 250 jazz trumpet players to learn
how long they played and lived. Notorious
tragedies had shortened the lives of some of
the most popular but I was astonished to
discover that a median length of life of 250
trumpeters who were born before 1920
could not be finally established in 1990. The
preliminary figure was about 73 years, but
many of the research subjects were still alive
in 1990 and playing professionally. Most of
them aged more graciously than most of us!
An awareness door was opened wide,
and despite an American focus on youth
(often abused by commercial interests),
dependence on youthful change for change’s
sake wasn’t everything to jazz. I soon found
that there was no greater pleasure than
proximity to working professional jazz
musicians who made wondrous sounds in
solo or ensemble. They lived in a world I
could only share with respect and
attendance on their performances, but they
thrilled by stirring emotions and senses!

Pacific Coast Credit Union (yellow box outside)
Green Party Resource Centre (yellow box outside)
Fairway Market (yellow box outside)
Thrifty’s Food (in rack just inside the door)

Crofton:

NEW

Ocean Soul Book Store and Caffé (yellow box outside)

Chemainus/Thetis BC Ferries Terminal (yellow box)
Ladysmith:

Coronation Square (yellow box)

Gabriola:

Gabriola Ferry Terminal in Nanaimo Harbour (yellow box)

Southern Gulf Islands: Queen of Nanaimo, Mayne Queen,
Queen of Cumberland
Mayne Island,Trading Post (yellow box outside)
Pender Island, Driftwood Centre (yellow box)
Galiano Island, Sturdies Bay (yellow box)
Saturna Island, General Store and
Saturna Point Store (inside)

Do you know a location that should carry Island Tides
newspaper? Phone 250-629-3660 or email
islandtides@islandtides.com with your suggestions.
We’ll see what we can do!

Shop at Our Pick-Up Points
Ocean Soul
Book Caffé
New and Used
Books

Psst! … Crofton has a
great little book store
Open at 6am Daily

9100 East Saanich Rd
North Saanich

250-246-1977
1578 Joan Ave, Crofton

www.roostfarmcentre.com

OKANAGAN SWING, please turn to page 9

call: 250-386-7643

We offer the most advanced hearing aid
technology to suit every budget and lifestyle.
Call today for your complimentary hearing test.
state of the art hearing aids
trial periods, extended repair services
• batteries, accessories and assistive listening devices
• financing available
•
•

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years
• Fuel-efficient, cost-effective wood heating

GANGES: 241 Lower Ganges Road 250-537-4446

• Solar domestic hot water heaters

Gwen Burton
Registered Hearing
Instrument Practitioner

• Sales and Installations
Registered under the Hearing Aid Act (BC).

Solar Heating

Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT
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Charges of Fraud by Goldman Sachs
This week the US Securities and Exchange Commission
filed fraud charges against the New York-based financial
giant, Goldman Sachs. The basis for these charges is the
failure by Goldman to fully disclose a condition of conflict
of interest to mortgage-backed securities investors.
This firm’s actions are not unique but symptomatic of
business conduct by the global financial sector. While
bringing charges is a great cosmetic and newsworthy event,
public reports already describe the likelihood of a ‘behind
closed doors’ settlement where no fundamental change in
business conduct will be imposed on Goldman or the
industry.
There are two conditions that need correcting before
better business conduct can be expected. The first is in
matters of speculation by banks. They must be restricted to
only using their shareholders’ capital. This would mean
those banks continuing to be addicted to the ‘fractional
reserve’ model would have to give up the privilege of having
the public insure deposits.
The second is that banks would be prohibited from
acting simultaneously as principals and agents. Promises of
good behaviour are not sufficient, only out-right prohibition
will do—there is no prize for guessing which interest will
trump the other in conflicting conditions. The intricacies
and details of the Goldman Sachs affair ably demonstrate
exactly that.
Until changes of the kind suggested are made there will
only be more examples of bad business conduct for those
willing to look for it. The public cares not a jot when folks
speculate and lose their own money. They do, however, care
when called upon to bail-out private corporations as has
been the case in recent times. Understandably this is
because these bail-outs eventually translate into higher
taxes, such as the HST. Bank shareholders can hide behind
the ‘limited liability’ privilege. Citizens are not as lucky as
the public’s liabilities are only limited by their entire net
worth and that of other publicly owned assets.
Erik Andersen, Gabriola Island

Mandate ‘Modernized’
Dear Editor:
What is in a few words? For thirty years the words ‘Preserve
and Protect’ were used as the tagline (slogan, motto) on all
corporate Islands Trust communications. Everyone seemed
to understand then what those words meant and what we

Editorial: Blue Elephants In A Fog
These days, the blue elephants in the chambers of political
power are shadowy presences, created by lies and secrecy
and nourished by political hubris, fear of discovery, and
contempt for the citizenry.
Even if we can’t see elephants, we will imagine them, and
we will assume they are real.
We don’t know what actually happened to Afghan
prisoners, but we are fully entitled to suspect that it wasn’t
pretty and that Canada was, to our national shame,
complicit.
We don’t know what are the terms of the Independent
Power Producers’ contracts with BC Hydro, but we are
entitled to think that maybe they may not have been a good
deal for BC Hydro, and, eventually, for its customers.
We don’t know why both the federal and provincial
governments seem to regard Freedom-of-Information
requests as such a low priority and an unwanted intrusion
on their work, but we are entitled to speculate that much of
government would not stand up to the scrutiny of a public
armed only with basic concepts of ethics, fairness, logic, and
common sense.

And, most recently, we don’t know what is happening
now in the Basi-Virk trial in BC Supreme Court, since a
publication ban has been imposed by the presiding judge;
we don’t know why the public has been locked out of the
courtroom; we don’t know why the trial appears to have
been delayed another two weeks; and we don’t know why
the publication ban itself was imposed. But we are entitled
to suspect the worst, and to believe that uncomfortable
truths are being concealed from us. We are fully entitled to
make up our own explanations of what actually happened,
and of what is happening now, and why.
It is bad enough that our trust in politicians has been
destroyed; that Canada’s reputation is tarnished; it is worse
that our faith in government itself is damaged. That the
courts should now become an object of growing suspicion
is absolutely destructive to a civilized society.
Power that depends on secrecy is an illusion. To use
power to maintain secrecy breeds suspicion. Suspicion
destroys trust, eventually destroys governments, and
ultimately destroys democracy. 0

were supposed to preserve and protect.
Recently, I discovered that in 2004, it was felt necessary
to pin down what exactly we were supposed to ‘preserve and
protect’ and the tagline was ‘modernized’ (Linda Adams) to
read ‘to preserve island communities, culture and
environment.’ I see this as a misrepresentation of the
mandate. The unwary would read the tagline and conclude
that the purpose of the Islands Trust is to preserve Island
communities and culture first. That is not what the
legislation was created for.
Perhaps those ‘modernized’ words are responsible for
the mind-set that led to the eager ‘knee-jerk’ response to Bill
27, like setting greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets
without reliable baseline data and the regurgitation of the
urban ‘smart growth’ strategies to address both the housing
affordability issue, and the GHG issue on our Islands.
I feel betrayed by the mind-set of this Trust Council. I
want to see the return of the ‘Preserve and Protect’ tagline
and I want to see a Trust-wide process (not just a ‘tinkering’
task force of the Trust Programs Committee) to assess the
Islands Trust Policy Statement to ensure that the mandate
is not misinterpreted in its pages. Greetings from Gabriola’s
Rural South end.
Jacinthe B Eastick, Gabriola Island

president—controlling everything he can reach and turning
our faux democracy on-and-off like a light bulb to suit his
whim.
We learn that politicians will lie to us with impunity.
We learn that most of our votes are wasted by an
inadequate election system; said another way, the wishes of
the majority of us are not represented in parliament.
And we feel helpless, knowing in our hearts that the sort
of changes we are making in our personal lives also need to
be implemented a thousand times over in the ways our
government thinks and works.
So that’s our next big responsibility.
After cleaning our own house, we need to craft a
government that reflects our values—a government that
gives priority to basic human needs rather than to corporate
agenda.
And, if we had two hundred people working for us in
parliament today who possess the insight and the integrity
of Elizabeth May, we’d all be dancing. I’ll settle for one. I’m
part of the Salt Spring Island team supporting Elizabeth
May to win the Saanich-Gulf Islands seat in the next
election.
I’m inviting you to come to a potluck at Beaver Point Hall
on May 8 to meet Elizabeth and hear her speak. To make
eye contact, say your piece, listen and learn. Everyone is
welcome. Don’t sweat it if you’ve voted Liberal all your life.
New Democrats are welcome. Old-time Conservatives are
especially welcome. Please, if you’ve never voted, come. If
you’re hungry or if you’re poor, come. You’re all encouraged
to come and join us for a taste of good food, good music,
good company and a chance to hear what a dedicated,
concerned politician really sounds like. Come if you love live
music, because Valdy and Bill Henderson and Daryl
Chonka will be there to play for you (see What’s On? page 5
and ad page 16 for details).
Bring your food for the barbecue: food, ideas and
opinions will be flowing throughout, and you’ll be among
friends, proving that change can be fun!
Chris Dixon, Salt Spring Island

Readers’ Letters

Salt Spring BBQ To Celebrate Change
Dear Editor:
It is April, 2010, and we know that there are consequences
from being a human on this planet at this time.
It’s an information age; most of us are aware of the
realities of climate change and its potential for altering the
future of humanity.
We’ve all heard about peak oil, rising CO2 levels,
receding glaciers, terrible storms, heat waves, declining fish
stocks, desertification, polluted water supplies, species
extinction and countless other indicators that tell us
something’s amiss.We’ve heard from scientists that human
activity is often the cause.
When we can wrap our heads around the notion that too
many people consuming too much of almost everything will
exhaust the resources of our planet, and that we’re one of
those people, we’re likely to make some changes.
We start at home with lowered thermostats, weird little
light bulbs, low-flow toilets and shower heads. We work in
our gardens instead of flying off to some sunny distraction.
We buy a smaller vehicle and learn to drive mindfully.
We work quietly at re-structuring our lives, often in the
company of like-minded friends and neighbours.
We feel better about ourselves and our community, but
the flow of news form the larger world is relentless.
We learn that Canada has earned a very poor reputation
among nations because of our position on CO2 emissions.
We learn that our tar sands operation is responsible for
creating fabulous amounts of greenhouse gas and that huge
expansions are planned for the future.
We learn that our local food security is compromised—
the argument being that we can’t afford inspectors to
oversee local food production and that therefore our food
must come from distant, more concentrated centres.
But wait; we can afford to send well-equipped soldiers
to Afghanistan, so how is it that we can’t afford food
inspectors? There’s no logical answer, but you can bet
there’s a political answer.
We learn that our Parliament is very dysfunctional—
mannerless debate and factional demands have almost
paralyzed the process.
We learn that our Prime Minister acts more like a

The Sad Butchering of the Strathcona
Park Master Plan

Dear Editor:
Strathcona Park has historically received little protection
from governments, and has instead been plundered by
them, in a pattern that began soon after the park was
created in 1911. It finally received some protection in 1988,
when citizens became desperate enough to go to jail in an
attempt to protect their park from their government. As a
result of this citizen action, (which became known as the
Strathcona Blockade) government plans for massive
commercialization and industrialization of the park were
thwarted, and a number of safeguards were formulated
(with extensive public participation) to protect the park.
Well, the future has now arrived, and it looks ominous.
The park safeguards, which so many people worked so hard
to put into place, and which have been working so well for
so many years, have unfortunately not been strong enough
to fend off our present provincial government. For reasons
that are hard to understand, the government seems bent
(against major public opinion) on granting a park use
permit to make it possible for a resort to begin a
questionable operation in an area of the park not far from
Tofino. In recent times, the Bedwell Valley has been slowly
healing from wounds inflicted during several past brutal
encounters with the forces of commerce. Many people
LETTERS, continued on the next page

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Thurs thru Sun, April 29 to May 2

Fri, Sat, Sun May 14, 15, 16

Victoria Harbour Floating Boat Show—over 200 new
and pre-owned power and sail boats on display, ranging from
dinghies to 70 ft yachts; loads of marine accessories and
services • Victoria’s Inner Harbour and Ship Point • Admission:
$10, Seniors/ Students $8 • Info: www.floatingboatshows.com
• IN VICTORIA

Quilting With The Stars—Victoria Quilters Guild’s show
highlights the work of 500 members:. quilts traditional and
contemporary, 2009 Baby Challenge Quilts, three raffle, Table
Runner Challenge display, quilts from the New Zealand
Challenge, and Doll Display, Merchant Mall, Country Store,
refreshments • Saanich Fairgrounds • 10am–6pm (4pm
Sunday) • Tickets: $5 • Info: www.victoriaquiltersguild.org •
IN SAANICH

Saturdays, May 1 & 15
Pender Film Group Screenings—SaT May 1: Avatar
(2009)—a paraplegic marine dispatched to the moon Pandora
is torn between following his orders and protecting the world;
SaT May 15: Broken Embraces (2009)—a blind writer has to
heal old wounds and direct his last movie • 7:30pm unless
otherwise noted • Community Hall • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, May 8
Elizabeth May Pot Luck—join MP candidate Saanich Gulf
Islands and leader of the Green Party of Canada; barbecues
warm up at 5 pm, eat 5:30-7:30pm, music with Valdy, Bill
Henderson and Daryl Chonka • 8 pm • Beaver Point Hall • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, May 8
Celso Machado Trio—Galiano Concert
Society presents world music cabaret with
music and rhythms of Brazil • Doors open
6:30pm for special desserts ($5) • South
Galiano Community Hall • Advance tickets:
$25, $15 for post-secondary students, under 18
free with paying adult @ Galiano Island Books
and Art and Soul • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday and Sunday, May 8 & 9
Victoria Conservatory of Music’s Mother’s Day Garden
Tour—annual self-guided tour of 9 private gardens; presented
by Newport Realty and Newport Property Management • 10am4pm • Tickets: two day pass $25, at Thrifty Foods (Victoria),
VCM, Dig This and Gardenworks • Info: 250-386-5311, toll free
1-866-386-5311 www.victoriagardentour.com • IN VICTORIA

Mon, May 10 & June 7, Wed May 19
Listen to the Whispers—free 1 hour educational program
produced by Ovarian Cancer Canada and presented by
Elizabeth Herejk, RN. Learn about the subtle signs and
symptoms of ovarian cancer and how to reduce your risk •
MaynE: May 10, 1:30pm, Ag Hall; GaLIano: May 19, 1:30pm,
lounge, Page Drive; PEnDER: June 7, 1pm, Health Care Centre
• Info: Tracy Kolwich 1-800-749-9310, ext 14 email:
tkolwich@ovariancanada.org • ON MAYNE, GALIANO &
PENDER ISLANDS

Saturday & Sunday, May 15 & 16
Energy Expo—come explore how
energy heals the mind, body, heart and
soul; over 20 workshops in two rooms
and 30 holistic health and metaphysics
exhibitors offering healing sessions,
psychic readings and more • Fernwood Community Centre •
10am-5pm • Tickets: $10 • Info: www.victoriaenergyexpo.com
• IN VICTORIA

Thurs, May 20 thru Sun, May 30
Uno Fest—Intrepid Theatre presents Canada’s
singular live theatre event; live comedy, drama,
puppetry, and performance worshops • Passes
$65 for 5 shows, 250-383-2663 • Multiple
venues downtown • www.intrepidtheatre.com •
IN VICTORIA

Friday, May 21
Bob Wiseman—Juno-winning singer/songwriter/ filmmaker
(Blue Rodeo, Feist) screens 8mm and animated films with live
song accompaniment; guests Pender's
Magic Corporation sonic/visual debut; a
Black Beaver Music Adventure presentation
• 7 pm • Community Hall • Tickets:
$20/$10 Harmony Cafe, Talisman,
250-629-6968
Info:
•
Southridge
thefixer49@yahoo.com www.bobwiseman.com • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Sat, May 22
5th annual May Day
Celebration—Mayne Island
Conservancy presents: Morris
to
procession
Dancers,
Miners Bay Park with
singers,
&
drummers
Maypole, labyrinth for the
May Queen's crowning, dancing & games, delicious
refreshments; everyone welcome: elves, fairies and others •
Farmers' Market • 1pm • Admission: Free • Info: Helen O'Brian
250-539-5619 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

LETTERS, from previous page

believe the valley should finally be left alone,
and given a chance to recover in peace and
quiet.
The provincial government appears to
think differently. Apparently, what the
Bedwell really needs is another large dose of
commercial medicine. After a process that’s
lasted about five years, the government is
now (against public wishes) changing the
Strathcona Park Master Plan so that
commercial horse use will be allowed in
Strathcona Park. In bringing about these
changes, the government has disregarded
the advice of the Strathcona Park Public
Advisory Committee, as well as the opinions
of many members of its own administrative
staff. Former park administrators, including
at least one senior park planner and several
assistant deputy ministers have also spoken
against the government course of action, as
have members of the committee originally
involved in the creation of the Strathcona
Park Master Plan. The government started
its attack on the Master plan with an initial
claim that the plan was irrelevant, and then
had a change of mind. It finally settled on
the notion that the plan was ‘unclear’ and
needed ‘clarifying’, even though (according
to recorded quotes) many senior park
administrators appeared to understand the
plan quite well, and had, in fact, used it ‘as
pretty much a bible’ since its creation.
After several hurried and poorly
advertised ‘public hearings,’ where up to
90% of people were against changing the
Master Plan, the plan is now in the process
of being changed to make it possible for the

resort to be granted a permit. The point of
the so-called ‘public hearings’ is still
something of a mystery, since the public was
ignored.
The government disregarded the
Strathcona
Park
Public
Advisory
Committee, its own administrators, and the
public, and drastically altered the
Strathcona Park Master Plan. It spent a pile
of money and years of effort to seriously
weaken an excellent document. Perhaps the
Master Plan was protecting the park a little
too well.
When I see government working to the
detriment of a park, it troubles me very
much. Is it democratic when a government
callously pushes aside the protective devices
that the public has worked so hard to put in
place? And is it democratic when the
Strathcona Park Master Plan is reworded by
a government to allow what the public has
clearly and repeatedly stated it doesn’t
want?
Strathcona Park, the oldest provincial
park in BC, the so-called ‘flagship of the BC
park system’, will be 100-years-old in 2011.
Despite the incredible abuse it’s received in
the last 99 years, it’s still a wonderful park.
It’s ironic (but not very surprising) that it
has suffered an attack from its present
‘protectors’ on the very eve of its centennial.
Obviously, the park is as vulnerable today as
it has been at any time in its history, because
money never rests. If we want protection for
our parks, we simply must stand up for
them. There is no other way.
Karl Stevenson, Royston 0
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News From The Antipodes ~ Richard Curchin

Australian Greens win
cabinet seats in Tasmania
On Saturday, March 22 electors in the Australian State of
Tasmania went to the polls to elect new members for their
House of Assembly.
Tasmania is Australia’s smallest state and is an island
located 240 kilometres south of the Australian mainland. It
has a population of 502,000, only two thirds that of
Vancouver Island; and an area of 68,000km2, about twice
the size of Vancouver Island. Like Vancouver Island, most
of the population live in the capital city; most of the state is
temperate coniferous forest. Tasmania is also heavily reliant
on a government owned ferry system and a government
owned hydro-electric system.
Tasmanians have used the single transferable (STV) vote
system in some electorates since 1896 and state-wide since
1909. For the Tasmanian House of Assembly, Tasmania is
divided into 5 ridings which each return 5 members of
parliament. On 22nd March Tasmanians elected 10 Labor
Party members, 10 Liberal Party members and 5 Green
Party members.
Both the Labor Party and the Liberal Party had stated
prior to the election that they would never join a coalition
with the Green Party. However in order to form a
government the Labor premier David Bartlett has had to
offer cabinet positions to the Greens’ leader Nick McKim
and his partner Cassy O’Connor.
Whilst this might not be the most stable form of
government, the Green Party and the Tasmanians who
voted for them will finally have a say in the running of their
state and the protection of their environment. It may even
prove to be a learning experience for the Australian Labor
Party.
The proposed hydro-electric dam on Tasmania’s Frazer
River which was supported by the Australian conservative
coalition and opposed by the Australian Labor Party was
one of the factors that helped Labor win the Australian
Federal election in 1983. Tasmania also featured in the
2004 Federal election when the Labor party lost seats in
Tasmania because the Federal Labor party were proposing
to stop logging in old growth forests.
Tasmania is also the home of Senator Bob Brown, the
leader of the Greens in the Australian Senate. Because no
party has a absolute majority in the Australian Senate, the
Australian Labor government has to rely on Green votes and
independent votes to pass legislation opposed by the
conservative coalition parties. 0
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Round The Islands
Singing
for the Land
Throughout May and June, musicians
Woodland Telegraph and Happy Feet Howe, will be on a
westcoast tour together while raising money for a great
cause—land conservation in the Gulf Islands. The modest
reason they give for their generosity is that they are all
wilderness lovers.

MATTHEW LOVEGROVE & LINDA GRAY PLAY THE SPIRAL
CAFE IN VICTORIA.
Lindy Gray, Matthew Lovegrove, and Miles Howe will
donate a portion of their CD sales to the Islands Trust Fund
during the tour. Funds raised will help the Islands Trust
Fund
and
local
Island
Conservancies protect fragile
ecosystems in the Gulf Islands.
Woodland Telegraph and
Happy Feet Howe are so far listed
to play first Pender Island on
Saturday May 8 (billets needed)
then Salt Spring, Victoria, Denman,
Lasqueti,
Tofino,
Saturna,
Courtenay, Powell River, Texada,
Gibsons, Chemainus, and Galiano.
HAPPY FEET HOWE
It’s hard to pin down Woodland
Telegraph and Happy Feet Howe into recognizable genres—
Canadiana Roots, stomping Bluegrass, west coast funk—
we’re told that their music is guaranteed to shake your body
and stir your soul! Lyrics weave through the history and
geography of British Columbia and Canada.
Of Woodland Telegraph, CBC Folk/Roots says, ‘The
earthy and mournful merges with the passionate, ecstatic,
almost orchestral.’ Northern Folklore labelmate, Happy
Feet Howe sings some of the best blues-tinged stompers
around, accompanied by mandolin and the prodigal skills
of a harmonica genius.

More itinerary details and a bunch of other fun
information about these big-hearted performers’
benefit tours at www.northernfolklore.com.
Let’s give them a Islands’ welcome.

alternative Power ~ Joanne Mogridge
On the second day of the Easter weekend power outage on
Bowen Island, we weren’t sure how we would manage what
was supposed to be one of the busiest days of the year.
But, while many other businesses in Artisan Square were
closed due to lack of power, at Cocoa West Chocolatier a
quick-thinking employee and her partner came up with a
way to keep our doors open and those chocolate Easter
Bunnies hopping—batteries.
Natalina Porcino, one of our employees, and her partner
Marcus Sabathil brought some car batteries and two power
inverters to the shop to run the cash register and visa/debit
machine.
After four hours of successful use the batteries were dead
and we were back to square one.
Marcus decided it was time for an experiment in
alternative energy supply: would their hybrid Prius car be
able to help? In what would make a great Toyota hybrid
commercial, he ran a 75ft extension cord from the debit
machine to an inverter in the trunk of their car. Voila, we
had the greenest, quietest generator on Bowen.
And while the Prius kept the business side of things

city) at the Galiano Island Museum Society AGM on March 27.

items, electronics and seasonal items. ‘We are personally
committed to accommodating our customers’ wants and
needs and providing them with an enjoyable and satisfying
shopping experience,’ says Peter Andress.
While the store is locally owned and operated, all
merchandise sold is supported by the Sears guarantees and
service. Sears systems also enable purchases made through
the store to be reserved immediately and delivery dates
arranged according to each customer’s preference.
‘We’ve come up with a winning formula for consumers
in Salt Spring Island,’ says Andress, ‘By combining the
national resources of Sears with the local service of your
neighbour—truly the best of both worlds in terms of
customer service.’

Photo: Carlos Vela-Martinez
AS WELL AS HELPING THE PLANET, A PRIUS SAVES EASTER!

going, campfire coffee and hot chocolate, made on camping
stoves, kept the customers warm and caffeinated.
Ed: This great story about Islands’ self-reliance first caught
our eye in the Bowen Island Undercurrent.

Spa on the Spirits
Starting in mid-May, BC Ferries will offer some spa services
on the Tsawwassen–Swartz Bay route. Manicures,
pedicures, and neck massages will be offered using Deck 6
staterooms.
‘C Spa’ is BC Ferries partner in the new venture (for
prices and further information, visit www.c-spa.ca). To
make a first-come-first-serve appointment, you will find
representatives from C Spa at the tour operator’s desk on
Deck 5, the main passenger deck, at the beginning of the
7am, 9am, 11am and 1pm sailings from both Tsawwassen
and Swartz Bay, Thursday through Monday.
‘We constantly try to provide new and innovative services
on board our ships to appeal to a broad range of customers,’
said Geoff Dickson, BC Ferries’ Vice President of Catering
and Retail Operations. ‘We are testing the new spa services
and we are looking forward to seeing how our customers
respond.’

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

flag of Cabra (Captain Galiano’s home town, and Galiano’s sister-

A wetland mapping project on Pender Island being carried
out by Pender Island Trust Protection Society and Pender
Island Conservancy has been completed. Data will be
submitted shortly to Pender Island’s Local Trust
Committee.

On April 15, Sears Canada opened a new ‘dealer store’ on
Salt Spring Island. One of 204 dealer stores Canada-wide,
the new store is located in Ganges and is owned and
operated by Mr and Mrs Andress. The 1100sq ft store will
house a wide selection of major appliances, mattresses, air
and water treatment products, hardware, bath and bedding

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

Galiano, and her family visited Galiano Island. They presented the

Wetland Mapping

Salt Spring Gets More Sears

C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

Almudena Alcala-Galiano from Madrid, a descendant of Captain

Specializing in stone & quartz counters
Your island specialists

1625 Quadra Street, Victoria
250-388-9200
250-381-8551
simplycounters@shaw.ca

gazzola.tile@shaw.ca

SWAMP LANTERNS—SPRINGTIME HARBINGERS OF A WETLAND

Packed House for Galiano Library
Society aGM ~ Pam Freir
There were two big draws for the crowd that turned out for
the Galiano Library AGM on April 3: the unveiling of plans
for a proposed new library building; and the guest speaker–
CBC personality, Bill Richardson. The library plans were
received with supportive applause all round.
Bill Richardson had the delighted house (a gathering of
approximately 70 library supporters) in the palm of his
hand.
The library plans envision a 2,350 square foot, westcoaststyle, wood-frame building to be located on the grounds of
the Galiano Community School. The proposed new facility
has been designed to incorporate a variety of features the
community has identified as desirable: generous interior
dimensions to afford easy access for patrons in wheelchairs;
a comfortably furnished reading room; an intimate space
for public events such as author readings; a dedicated
children’s area; a meeting room for community use; a
gallery space; a flexible area for public access computers;
stacks capacity for three times the number of books now
RTI please turn to next page

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

Goodlife Garden Calendar for May ~ Brian Crumblehulme

G

arden work is not labourious but enjoyable,
and it gives one time, while working, to
appreciate the beauty of growing plants.
During such periods of active reflection one is able to
think and to meditate.

—ER Jane, 1952, Royal Horticultural Society

Two Issues To address This Month
Strawbale mulching has once again come back into vogue
especially for areas with dry summers such as we have.
Edward Falkan, an American horticulturist working in the
1930s, developed the technique for preserving the fragile
soil during times of drought. The no-digging method based
on the principle of not disturbing the topsoil. Instead straw
is layered on the dry ground in the fall when some rain is
expected and is left to rot all winter. In spring seeds are
scattered over the mulch and a second layer of mulch is then
added. After WW2 horticulturists in the UK turned it into a
fine art.
Straw mulching works best for fruit trees and bushes. Six
to twelve inches of straw should be layered around the tree
or bush as far as the drip line in November after pruning. I
recommend leaving a few inches of space around the base

of the stem to keep it clean. The area should also be dusted
with bone meal, lime, and wood ash from the stove. This
method will kill grass and most weeds (you will still need to
root out thistles and brambles,etc). After a year or two a
thick layer of compost will develop under the straw thatch
and tree roots will be drawn to the surface which means you
must never remove the mulch once it has matured because
the roots will be damaged by exposure. I started this two
years ago and even during last year’s drought my fruit trees
were much better for it and required less water. This year I
will extend it to the raspberries and currants but not
strawberries because, besides conserving water and creating
a compost that helps build up the soil, the straw also
provides cover for a host of friendly and unfriendly bugs.
One warm spring thirty years ago when I thought I had
learned the lore of the Salish Sea I sowed a vegetable garden
under what I considered ideal conditions, marked off the
rows, mulched with straw and sat back and waited. And
waited. And waited.
A month went by and still nothing happened until one
day out of frustration I went looking for my seeds. Ever tried
to find a lost seed when it’s in the ground? I remembered

RTI from previous page

housed in the library’s present quarters (approximately
6,000 titles in a 400 square-foot storefront); and the
flexibility for expansion if it is required in the future. A
motion authorizing the Library Board to proceed with the
plans as presented was unanimously approved.
Bill Richardson knew his audience well: a wall-to-wall
gathering of deeply addicted book enthusiasts, and doglovers all. He won the crowd over from the start with a few
up-close-and-personal doggie anecdotes. Then he mused
about the importance of libraries, in his life and in the fabric
of any community. And although their value is not an easily
quantified one, Bill made an inspired observation:
‘Libraries,’ he said, ‘are a democracy of possibilities.’
Possibilities beyond counting, millions of them, freely
offered to exploring minds, young and old. Libraries figured
large in Bill Richardson’s growing up years as they did in
the lives of that room full of booklovers.
Birthday cake was served to celebrate the tenth
anniversary of the inception of the Galiano Library.

was instrumental in founding Victoria’s Poet Laureate
position as well as Random Acts of Poetry, an annual event
across Canada and now in the United Kingdom that has
seen poets reading in schools, shopping malls, hotel lobbies,
municipal offices, and taxi cabs.
Morton works with First Nations peoples, helping both
children and adults tell their stories in poetry. Morton has
been Westjet’s Poet of the Skies and has taught poetry at the
Victoria READ Society and in public schools across Canada.
For the past fifteen years she has managed the annual
Photo: Rhonda Ganz

Listen to the Whispers
Ovarian cancer, affecting about 1 in 70 women, is not as
commonly known as breast cancer, and is sometimes
known as the disease that whispers. Every year 2,400
women are diagnosed in Canada and 1,750 will die from this
disease. Subtle signs and symptoms of the disease can be
vague, and even ignored until it is at an advanced stage.
Currently there is no screening test available.
Ovarian Cancer Canada (OCC) has produced a free onehour program called Listen to the Whispers (LTW) which
is designed to educate women about this disease: the major
risks and how to reduce them; the signs and symptoms and
how to be more pro-active in managing your health.
Elizabeth Herejk, a volunteer with OCC and retired
gynaecology nurse, is presenting this program on Mayne,
Galiano and Pender Islands in May and June. Since her own
younger sister was diagnosed with advanced disease two
years ago, she has been more focused on ‘getting the word
out’ about this cancer in the hope that more women will be
able to be diagnosed earlier. For specific times and locations
and registration, please check your local community bulletin
boards or health centre. See also ‘Whats’ On?’ page 5.
For additional information on ovarian cancer and LTW
presentations scheduled throughout the province, visit the
www.ovariancanada.org or call 1-800-749-9310.

Spirit Bear award
Sooke poet Wendy Morton has been named the first
recipient of The Spirit Bear Award. This biannual tribute,
founded by Patrick Lane and Lorna Crozier with support
from the Victoria poetry community, recognizes the
significance of a vital and enduring contribution to the
poetry of the West Coast.
Wendy Morton, the author of four books of poetry and a
memoir, also created Planet Earth Poetry, the popular
Victoria reading series now in its second decade. Morton

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE
Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Carl Borgstom
Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133

Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices
Bdining & entertainment units
Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern

Gulf Islands

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

LORNA CROZIER, WENDY MORTON & PATRICK LANE

Master Poetry classes at The Juan de Fuca poetry retreats.
Patrick Lane called her a literary treasure and a dynamic
force in the literature of this country. ‘I can think of no one
who has so dedicated her life to this Island’s literary
community. In doing so she has raised the awareness of
people, helping them discover their own stories and songs
through the art of the poem. A passionate advocate for
poetry and the richness it brings to people’s lives, she is most
deserving of this inaugural community award.’
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where the peas and beans were interred so I started gently
digging with a trowel. Under the warm thatch provided by
the straw were legions of slugs, bugs and worms, and a few
inches further were the sad rows of seeds I had so gently
laid. The beans and peas had germinated and sent up
shoots to the surface only to be mowed off by an army of
carapaced creatures. Not once but four and five times the
valiant seeds had tried to grow. Out of fifty dollars worth of
seed the only successes were the tomatoes that the polylegged intruders didn’t like.
Caveat! Spring and summer mulching can do wonders
for woody plants and trees that can resist this attack, but
soft seedlings are far too vulnerable. (Incidentally, contrary
to their name, woodbugs do not eat wood. They will live
under damp wood but can only consume soft-stemmed
shoots and fungi living in the soil.)
Mulching may work well in a farm or urban garden
where a century or two of cultivation and chemicals has
eliminated the predators but here on the edge of the forest
a million mandibles are quivering with anticipation.
Maybe it’s age or early onset senility, I don’t know, but I
did try one more experiment this year. I mulched my
potatoes. This morning in early April I peeked under the
straw. There indeed were the wriggling hoards but so too
were the potato shoots, slightly battle-scarred to be sure but
still resolutely striving to reach sunlight.

next Issue: Deer
The deer were here first and they make a living from
browsing and in the dry times of summer anything you
have watered is fair game, and they just love tulips and peas.
And given that deer have what biologists call a hard palate,
this includes roses and other thorny subjects that can be
crunched down as easily as carrots.
However, deer have sensitive noses and a strong smell
will turn them off. Classically this means Mediterranean
herbs such as lavender, rosemary, sage, thyme and so on.
Since these plants are also drought resistant they are very
popular with landscape designers.
Along the same lines some people claim that peeing on
fruit trees will deter deer and I guess that maybe true if the
whole family agree to practice every day. I have found that
tying mothballs along the lower branches will protect leaves
also. Otherwise its fence time. Rather than enclose all of my
garden I have elected to only fence off those areas that really
need the protection. The kitchen garden for example.
Six feet of deer fencing or stucco wire attached to iron
tee-bars is usually plenty and it will last thirty years. Deer
rarely leap over high fences but the does and fawns will
gladly crawl through a gap in a fence or under a gate. I have
seen fully grown does scramble under a six-inch-high gate
rather than jump a four foot fence. Do not use old seine nets
or loose plastic stuff because bucks will get their antlers
caught in the stuff and then starve to death.
Here on Mayne we have the additional question of feral
fallow deer. These animals are larger, more aggressive and
dine like goats. They will stand on their hind legs like
kangaroos and reach seven feet into a tree to pull down
branches. Lacking a pack of hounds a strong fence is the
only resort.

GARDENING, please turn to page 14

Low Flush on Salt Spring
Over three million litres of water are being saved annually
on Salt Spring Island thanks to an environmental initiative
of City Green Solutions and Salt Spring Island Water
Council. In less than six months, 100 homeowners installed
new low flush toilets and received a low flush toilet rebate
valued at $100.
City Green Solutions is a non-profit with a mission to
excite, inspire and lead British Columbians in finding
innovative home and building energy efficiency solutions
and the only non-profit provider of the ecoENERGY and
LiveSmart BC programs in BC. 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Build your home for less.
• Your design or ours • Build anywhere
• Brand name building materials • Expert advice & support
• Assistance with budget • Extensive builder network

PreCaSt & ready MiX ltd.
Get a free plan book

250-753-1223
www.abcprecast.ca
• water & septic tanks with
• septic treatment systems by
quality driven

Call 250-931-8881

www.linwoodhomes.com
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FERRY TEST from page 1
hydrofoil angles. Detailed measurements of
vessel performance and behaviour will be
made.
It is estimated that the waves produced
by the vessel will be comparable to the
average winter waves in Plumper Sound—
that is, typically between 0.2–0.3 metres,
with an estimated maximum of 0.7 metres.
The trial crews will apparently base in
Browning Harbour. It is anticipated that
trials will not be conducted on weekends
and holidays.
Golder Associates have applied for the
necessary permits from Transport Canada
(Navigable Waters Protection Act),
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
(Fisheries Act), Canadian Coast Guard
(Notices to Shipping), and Canadian Border
Services Agency (temporary importation of
vessel).
The reasons that Kitsap Transit, the
owner of the new vessel, chose Plumper
Sound for these tests were that it was
relatively close by, had similar weather
conditions, but was free of heavy marine
traffic which would complicate wave
measurements. Also, given the history of
high-speed passenger ferries in Rich
Passage, it seems unlikely that a full range
of tests could be conducted there.

Fast Ferries in Rich Passage
Rich Passage connects Bremerton with
Puget Sound, and lies between Bainbridge
Island and the Kitsap Peninsula. Named by
explorer Charles Wilkes in 1842 after the
expedition’s botanist, William Rich, it is
about 8km long and a little less than 1km

wide at its narrowest. It has a 90º turn in the
middle, with the result that wake
disturbances are spread out on one side and
concentrated on the other. It has significant
tidal currents but is relatively sheltered;
however, it experiences heavy marine traffic
including ten or more Washington State car
ferries each day, tugs and tows, and ships
coming and going from the Bremerton
Naval Station.
In the late 1990s, Washington State
Ferries made a decision to initiate a
Passenger Only Fast Ferry (POFF) program
to connect urban areas around Puget
Sound. The initial route chosen was
Bremerton to Seattle; the existing car ferry
service took 55 minutes each way. Two 143ft
catamaran ferries, each with a 350passenger capacity, were commissioned.
The first, the $9.5 million Chinook, went
into service in March 1999. It had a top
speed of 34 knots, made the trip in 30
minutes, and soon gathered a loyal group of
commuters.
It was not long, however, before a group
of waterfront homeowners along Rich
Passage started to complain that the
Chinook’s wake was washing away beaches
and damaging seawalls. They launched a
class action suit, and in July of 1999 the
courts ruled that in initiating the service,
Washington State Ferries had failed to fulfil
the requirements of the state’s
Environmental Policy Act, because it had
not considered the effect of vessel wake on
the shoreline.
This was new—the legislation had never
before been applied to a vessel and a
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LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that the Otter Bay
Marina of Pender Island, BC
intends to make application to
the
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, West Coast Service
Centre for an Interim Licence of
Occupation to Lease a Crown
Land Tenure - Marina situated
on Provincial Crown Land
located in the vicinity of Hyashi
Cove, Pender Island, BC.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413858. Written
comments
concerning
this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, BC V9T
6J9,
or
emailed
to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@go
v.bc.ca. Comments will be received
by ILMB until May 20, 2010, ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
ofﬁce.
NORTH PENDER ISLAND

NAVY
CHANNEL

SATURNA
ISLAND

shoreline. The judge ordered the Chinook to
slow to 12 knots through Rich Passage. This
lengthened the trip time to 40 minutes from
30, reduced the potential number of trips
per day from 17 to 11, and resulted in fare
increases. The POFF was no longer so
attractive to commuters. The Chinook’s
sistership, the Snohomish, which went into
service in the fall of 1999, was, of course,
subject to the same restrictions.
Extensive
studies
followed
of
wavemaking and its effect on the shoreline,
but in 2004, the POFF project was killed.
The Rich Passage residents’ court action was
settled for $4.5 million. The two vessels
languished for four years, but were put up
for sale on eBay in 2008, at $9 million for
the pair. It was reported that both needed
extensive maintenance, including engine
overhauls. It is not known what they
eventually sold for.
Since that time, several efforts have been
made to restart a high-speed passenger
service, all without success.
The Rich Passage 1 is about half the size,
and its capacity is about one-third as many
passengers, as the Chinook and the
Snohomish. It is expected that the
hydrofoils, which act like underwater

airplane wings to lift the vessel out of the
water at higher speeds, will substantially
reduce the size of the waves generated.

Implications for BC Ferries
The three 37 knot Pacificat ferries built by
BC Ferries were significantly larger than the
Washington State Ferries’ POFF vessels, but
they were built at about the same time:
completed in 1998-2000, three years late.
They were 122 metres long, carried 250 cars
and 1000 passengers, and the total cost for
all three was close to $450 million.
They, too, were reputed to create waves
that damaged the shoreline. On the
Horseshoe Bay—Departure Bay route, this
complaint was met by reducing the speed of
the vessels at Snake Island going in to
Departure Bay, and at Passage Island
entering Horseshoe Bay.
The Pacificats had been championed by
NDP Premier Glen Clark. A new NDP
Premier, Ujjal Dosanj, put them up for sale,
and they were eventually sold by Liberal
Premier Gordon Campbell in 2003 at $19.4
million for all three, to the Washington
Marine Group. They languished too, tied up
in North Vancouver until 2009, when they
were sold for use in the United Arab
Emirates. 0

Water Act overhaul under way
The provincial government is well into the
process that will eventually result in a new
Water Act. The new act will revisit water
governance and allocation procedures,
some of which go back to the gold rush, and
and add provisions for the protection and
conservation of surface water. In addition,
for the first time, it will set out procedures
for the management and allocation of
ground water.
Historically, surface water rights in BC
have followed the gold rush rule—if you
claimed it first, it was yours. This is termed
‘first in time, first in right’, or FITFIR. This
principle is followed to the present day, and
has been questioned in its application to the
granting of water licenses for potential runof-river power generation projects.

A new Water Act Modernization (WAM)
process is expected not only to recognize
water requirements for ecosystems and
species survival, but also to consider
community involvement and the need for
efficient use of water. The multiple uses of
streams and rivers will be managed through
the development of priorities for water use
and allocation, including provisions for
wastewater management.
It is also expected to consider changes in
water supply and management resulting
from freshet and drought conditions, and
climate change. These eventualities are
expected to require a more flexible set of
regulations.
The government expects that new water
WATER ACT, please turn to page 12
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First NAPTEP covenant for Gabriola
Stanley and Maxine McRae are the first landowners on
Gabriola Island to receive an annual property tax exemption
recognizing the permanent conservation covenant they
placed on their property.
The Islands Trust introduced the Natural Area
Protection Tax Exemption Program (NAPTEP) to the
Gabriola Island Local Trust Area in 2009 to encourage
private land conservation in the region. The program offers
a 65% reduction in property taxes to landowners who
register a covenant through the program.
Saving money isn’t the biggest reward for the McRaes’
conservation efforts. Since purchasing the property thirty
years ago, the McRaes have been delighted with the
colourful displays of camas, fairy-slipper orchids, and
shootingstar in the spring. The McRaes’ forest full of

Douglas-fir, cedar, and arbutus provides habitat for passing
wildlife throughout the year.
‘The luscious fern undergrowth in our forest and the
colourful wildflowers in the meadow are just two of our
favourite places scattered throughout the property’ said
Maxine. ‘This property remains as one of the Island’s last
untouched properties. It’s peaceful to share this special
place with the wildlife that visits us.’
‘It’s important that this wildlife continues to have a
sanctuary, a safe place to retreat to as our population grows
and development continues,’ added Stanley.
The McRaes’ covenant protects more than seven
hectares of land. The covenant ensures that the property will
remain in its natural state forever, regardless of who owns
it in the future.

‘The new McRae covenant demonstrates the leadership
role Stanley and Maxine continue to play in our
community,’ said Sheila Malcolmson, Gabriola Island
Trustee and Islands Trust Chair. ‘The McRaes’ commitment
to our Island’s future is lasting and will remain a legacy
forever.’
The covenant is held by the Islands Trust Fund, the
conservation arm of the Islands Trust. NAPTEP is available
to landowners on the following Islands: Galiano, Gambier,
Gabriola, Mayne, North and South Pender, Salt Spring,
Saturna and Thetis. To date, 18 Islands’ landowners have
protected their properties through the program.
To learn more about NAPTEP, please visit the Islands
Trust Fund online at islandstrustfund.bc.ca/naptep.cfm, or
phone 250-405-5186. 0

JAZZ from page 3

The drummer of the group is a Devon man from Exeter
who played excellent trumpet and led a great band in
England before coming to Canada as a newly minted
professional engineer. It was my good fortune to meet him
and play beside him in my office once or twice a week, and
to inflict my cornet on the rural public for one winter, at a
café in Red Deer in Alberta.
Bill Lowden has perfect pitch, sings well, and now leaves
his horn in the case because of dental work that inhibited
his trumpet work. He knows all the tunes—and once gave
me the best compliment I ever received, if somewhat
backhanded. In a memory lapse, I got lost while I was
playing the second cornet part to Bill’s lead, and I pulled
back and let him carry the band to the coda. I then
apologized to him for getting lost in the piece, and he told
me that I shouldn’t give it another thought! ‘The best thing
about your playing, Paul, is that you know when to lay off!
How right he was!

Bill keeps good time on his little drum kit and sings—
without a trace of the Devon accent which lends charm to
his normal speech! He’s a musician who never lost his love
for the early jazz of his west-country youth, playing with a
young band that learned from records.
I had heard two of the other three players before—pianist
George Beazley and fellow pianist and tenor saxophone
player Don Ross—our gracious host of the day. Like the rest
of us that day, George is no child, and to work without a
bass-line string bass or tuba player was very demanding.
Occasionally Don Ross would stack his tenor sax aside and
help George and the band with a left hand on the bass end
of the piano—three hands doing the work of two. George is
an accomplished dance band player, which is somewhat less
demanding than being exposed to the world in a six-piece
jazzband—but George was up for it!

Twenty years later, I had enjoyed, engaged, heard and
dealt with hundreds of fine jazz musicians of all ages, and
grew to honour and respect seniors more than juniors.
This spring, after a winter monsoon season on the BC
Coast, a former cornet mentor of mine called me from
Kelowna to invite me to sit in, at rehearsal, with the
Okanagan Swing jazz band, a group of local players with
lengthy resumes.They had planned the rehearsal at the time
that I might be in Kelowna to visit my family. I said, ‘You
bet!’
And a good thing too. The ‘winter’ on a Gulf Island,
complete with obituaries and negative medical reports from
my age group, had left me discouraged about where
traditional jazz sat in the public’s affection.
There is little work for the players and bands who refined
the jazz of New Orleans, Chicago, St Louis, Kansas City and
New York and all the ‘ territories’ of the 1920s, ’30s and ’40s,
except at a few stalwart clubs, a few special event concerts
and at ‘jazz festivals’—festivals which are often short on jazz,
pay for musicians, and which flog too much of a good thing,
usually with big names from out-of-town, who often aren’t
any tastier than the best local players.
Then there are the highly trained and practiced younger
players, many with university degrees and post graduate
credentials, who have forgotten the old standard tunes;
those special survivors from thousands of pre-WW II
compositions which have flourished through decades of
performance.
Instead, the young seem to think that experimentation
with ‘new’ melodies (or lack thereof), harmonies, and
rhythms is more important to their concept of ‘jazz’ than
what audiences want to hear and enjoy in the ‘good old good
ones’. The test of time has not been passed by many of these
youngsters who forget that jazz, like all music, has a weighty
component of entertainment for audiences. The audience
might even take part in public dancing. Heaven forbid that
we let the audience enjoy itself by being able to move to the
music!
My grumpy notions about modern jazz were much
allayed by the rehearsal of those senior players in the privacy
of an Okanagan livingroom. From the first notes of the first
tune they played, my spirit surged to forgotten heights and
I knew I’d returned to gloryland. The ‘rehearsal’ band were
missing one member of the bass line in the rhythm section
who was indisposed that day, but the remaining five players
were a great aural treat—even if they had to work harder for
the absence of that bass line bandsman!
The rehearsal was informal, but disciplined, and even
social as the players could chat with a guest like me—and I
won’t ever forget it. I knew two of the five players well, and
wanted to hear the other three and learn to see what they
thought was good material to work with. A bottle of red wine
was uncorked and sparingly consumed along the way (with
a spare) and the gracious ambience was wonderful.
The nominal leader, as often in small jazz bands, is a
cornet player, with a long history of performance of the
happy music—Bob Erwig. He came to Canada from
Holland, and is best known for his twenty-year association
with the Climax Jazz Band—mostly at its Toronto base,
before he moved west and re-settled in Maple Ridge, before
retiring in Kelowna. He’s a fine player with a lifetime
invested in early jazz, and now must deal with the aftermath
of medical events which have brought some problems to his
‘lip’ and to his memory, which is recovering slowly.
He is also a good MC on a bandstand, which helps as he
faces practice to recover brass skills. He played enough in
his working life to avoid much practice—daily and nightly
on band stands—but now has to think about renewing his
skills after a lay-off. His enthusiasm hasn’t dimmed, but he
had left ‘practicing’ so far behind that there’s a touch of
despair in his attempts to do what he has always done best—
swing that music! He can be forgiven the few ‘clams’ he blew
that day—but in between—he was a fine herald!

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS TO THE
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND
SAFETY REGULATION
AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 225
AND 226 OF THE WORKERS
COMPENSATION ACT OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA

JAZZ, please turn to page 15

WORKSAFEBC – WORKERS’ COMPENSATION BOARD OF B.C.
HEREBY GIVES NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE OCCUPATIONAL
HEALTH AND SAFETY REGULATION (BC Reg. 296/97, as amended)
The proposed regulatory amendments pertain to:
• Part 1, Definitions – relating to the definition of qualified registered professional;
• Part 4, General Conditions – relating to the definition of late night hours;
• Part 4, General Conditions (and consequential amendments to Part 26, Forestry Operations
and Similar Activities) – relating to avalanches;
• Part 4, General Conditions (and consequential amendments to Part 1, Definitions; and Part
20, Construction, Excavation and Demolition) – relating to notification of utilities;
• Part 4, General Conditions – relating to wire rope guardrails and prior approval;
• Part 8, Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment – relating to leg protection;
• Part 8, Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment (and consequential amendments to Part
4, General Conditions; Part 6, Substance Specific Requirements; Part 9, Confined Spaces;
Part 12, Tools, Machinery and Equipment; Part 23, Oil and Gas; and Part 31, Firefighting)
– relating to respirator protection factors;
• Part 9, Confined Spaces – relating to alternate procedures;
• Part 12, Tools Machinery and Equipment – relating to swing-arm restraint;
• Part 13, Ladders, Scaffolds and Temporary Work Platforms – relating to swing stages and
prior permission;
• Part 15, Rigging – relating to standards for slings;
• Part 16, Mobile Equipment – relating to warning signal device;
• Part 19, Electrical Safety – relating to minimum clearance; and
• Part 30, Laboratories (and consequential amendments to Part 5, Chemical Agents and Biological
Agents; and Part 6, Substance Specific Requirements) – relating to biohazardous agents.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
You are invited to provide feedback on the proposed regulatory amendments. Your views may
be presented orally at the public hearings and/or submitted in writing. Please register if you
wish to make an oral presentation at the public hearings by telephoning 604-232-7744 or toll
free in BC 1-866-614-7744 prior to the hearing.
Information on the proposed amendments and the public hearings, including details of
registration/participation procedures, are on WorkSafeBC’s website at www.worksafebc.com.
PUBLIC HEARING DETAILS
Date
May 4, 2010
May 6, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 13, 2010
June 3, 2010
Session Times:

Location
Prestige Rocky Mountain Resort & Convention Centre
209 Van Horne Street South, Cranbrook, BC V1C 6R9
Best Western Inn
2402 Highway 97 N, Kelowna, BC V1X 4J1
Coast Inn of the North
770 Brunswick Street, Prince George, BC V2L 2C2
Hotel Grand Pacific
463 Belleville Street, Victoria BC V8V 1X3
Executive Airport Plaza Hotel & Conference Centre
7311 Westminster Highway, Richmond, BC V6X 1A3
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS
The deadline for receipt of written submissions is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, June 4, 2010. Written
submissions can be made online or via e-mail, fax, mail, or delivered at the public hearings
during the session times.
Online:
via the WorkSafeBC website at www.worksafebc.com
E-mail:
regquery@worksafebc.com
Fax:
604-279-7599; or toll-free in BC: 1-877-279-7599
Mail:
Policy and Research Division
WorkSafeBC - Workers’ Compensation Board of B.C.
P.O. Box 5350, Station Terminal
Vancouver, BC V6B 5L5
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WHOOPS!
The gremlins got in in April. We should have pointed out
that Edina Johnston’s article and cartoon referred to
beach usage in the Baynes Sound area. North Pender’s
2004 proposed bylaw 141 was referring to rezoning to
create higher density housing next to commercial. We
misspelled Zorah Staar’s name and refered to one of the
Pender in Transition working groups as Sport, Art &
Wellbeing rather than Spirit, Art & Wellbeing. Good
grief: four in a month!

uniting Islands—big and small. It costs a
lot to keep a regional newspaper going!

Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make a good you contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our yellow
free boxes located across the Strait of Georgia
and from Victoria to Campbell River or, if you read
online, you can show your support and appreciation
by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0n 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to
those of you who have given
subscriptions. Keep those lovely
letters and emails coming, too. We
paste them all in our scrapbooks!
DOCK BUILDING COMPONENTS
& ACCESSORIES
TM

1-800-665-4499
“If It Flows - We Go With It !”

TM

Department of Justice will pursue fish farm case
On April 20, federal Department of Justice lawyer Todd
Gerhart appeared in court to take over biologist Alexandra
Morton’s case against Marine Harvest, the largest
Norwegian fish farm company in the world, for unlawful
possession of wild salmon.
In a landmark initiative, Gerhart halted Morton’s action,
and advised the Court that on April 16 the Department of
Justice (DOJ) had filed a new indictment against Marine
Harvest, including the original charges laid by Morton, as
well as new charges for unlawful possession of herring
reported in October 2009. Gerhart will be the prosecutor.
Morton and her lawyer Jeffery Jones are relieved. ‘It is
my strong opinion,’ says Mr Jones, a former Crown
Prosecutor for DOJ, ‘that this industry was given access to
the BC coast and appears to have been conducting itself as
if it were above the law. Today’s decision by Mr Gerhart and
the Department of Justice confirms that no corporation is
above the law. This is why private prosecutions are
important democratic safeguards. Morton’s prosecution has
triggered enforcement action by DOJ.
In June of 2009, young wild salmon were observed
falling from a load of farm salmon being off-loaded from
Marine Harvest’s vessel Orca Warrior, following harvesting
from pens. Some of these fish were collected and Marine
Harvest admitted in the newspaper to ‘catching’ the wild
salmon. ‘By-catch’ is the term for fish caught without a
licence in the process of fishing for other species. By-catch
is strictly controlled in all other fisheries and in some cases
causes entire fisheries to be shut down.

‘For decades we have heard reports of wild fish trapped
in fishfarms, eaten by the farmfish and destroyed during
harvest,’ says Alexandra Morton, ‘but when DFO was
informed of these offenses they would not, or could not, lay
a charge. Canada cannot manage wild fish like this. You
can’t regulate commercial and sport fishermen and then
allow another group unlimited access to the same resource.
BC will lose its wild fish.’
In 1993, the Pacific Fishery Regulations exempted
salmon farms from virtually all fishing regulations. Unlike
commercial fishermen, salmon farmers can use bright
lights, known to attract wild fish. The oily food pellets they
use also attract fish and wildlife. Commercial fishermen are
required to pay for observers and cameras on their vessels
that record by-catch, so that fishing can be halted to
preserve non-targeted stocks. No such enforcement has
been applied to salmon farmers, despite regular reports of
black cod, rock cod, herring, lingcod, wild salmon, pollock,
capelin and other species in the pens, in stomachs of the
farmed fish and destroyed at harvest time….until now.
‘This is a ray of hope that we can work through the issue
of Norwegian salmon farming in BC waters,’ continued
Morton. ‘I am thankful to hand this over to the Department
of Justice. Aquaculture is not the problem. The problem is
the reckless way government sited it, managed it and gave
it priority over the public fisheries. I call on government to
protect the families now dependant on this industry as it
undergoes the long overdue scrutiny of the courts, the
judicial inquiry and public opinion.’ 0

ACT CRIPPLED from page 1

Rivers. It received provincial environmental approval in
2005.
In 2004, Imperial Metals, the proponent, applied for
federal environmental approval of the ‘Open pit mine with
associated infrastructure including tailings impoundment
area, access roads, water intake, transmission lines and
accessory buildings (eg maintenance, campsite)’—in other
words, the entire project.
The Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), in the
role of Responsible Authority, changed the scope of the
application to include only the 2,700 hectare tailings pond,
and stream crossings. This qualified the project for
environmental ‘screening’ rather than a ‘comprehensive’
assessment.
(The Ministry of the Environment defines four possible
assessment processes: ‘screening’ for projects deemed to
have minor or no environmental effects; ‘comprehensive’,
requiring public participation, for larger projects with a
variety of effects; ‘mediation’ for situations where
environmental effects can be mitigated or compensated for;
and ‘review panel’ which provides for public submissions
and hearings.)
The NGO MiningWatch claimed that the mine would
‘endanger wildlife, destroy three trout-bearing streams, and
risk toxic contamination of two watersheds’. With the
support of Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal Defence) they
challenged DFO’s authority to not consider the entire
project as submitted. The Federal Court agreed with them
in 2007; but in 2008, Imperial Metals, supported by the
government, appealed this decision and won.
The Ecojustice appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada
in 2009 insisted that the federal environmental review was
inadequate. On January 21, 2010, the Court agreed that
DFO had been obligated, under the law, to consider the
entire project, as submitted, for comprehensive review.
However, the Court did permit the Red Chris mine to go
ahead with the existing approvals; apparently the Court felt
it would be unfair and unnecessary to subject Red Chris to
any further assessment.
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x
x
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The Mining Association of Canada has sought for years to
eliminate overlap between federal and provincial
environmental assessments. However, eliminating overlap
raises the possibility that large projects might escape
‘comprehensive’ assessment, with its attendant public
processes. The Supreme Court’s Red Chris decision should
have halted the practice of reviewing only specific parts of a
project at the federal level and relying on provincial

environmental assessments for the rest.

Federal Government Response
However, the government’s response to the Supreme Court
decision is simply to amend the law, thus allow the Minister
of the Environment to continue to select only certain aspects
of a larger project for review. In other words, to permit what
the Supreme Court had ruled against.
The Minister already had this power with respect to
mediation and review panels, but the new change extends
it to determining the scope of screenings and
comprehensive reviews.
The wording is quite specific: ‘the Minister may, if the
conditions that the Minister establishes are met, determine
that the scope of the project in relation to which an
environmental assessment is to be conducted is limited to
one or more components of that project.’
In the name of ‘streamlining’ the process, the Minister is
also permitted to delegate the restriction of scope to any
Responsible Authority. This would presumably include the
NEB (for oilsands projects) and the CNSC (for nuclear
projects).
Thus with a simple change in legislation, included in a
budget implementation bill, the government can give itself
the power to opt out of much of the environmental
responsibility that the original Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act was designed to ensure.

The Budget Implementation Bill
Bill C-9 is truly ‘omnibus’—this term can be interpreted as
a vehicle with many passengers, some standing, not related
to each other. On the environmental side, the Bill also
legislates assessment exemption for federally financed
‘infrastructure’ projects—some 14,000 of them. (A
reminded of last year’s Budget Implementation Act, in
which the government changed the definition of ‘Navigable
Waters’ to avoid responsibility for the protection of rivers
from environmental exploitation.)
As one would expect, the Bill includes changes to the
Income Tax Act, the Excise Act, and various taxes and
charges. It also includes changes to the administration of
many obscure government bodies, the significance of which
is difficult to assess.
But such major changes to the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act deserve their own debate and vote in
Parliament, and their inclusion in the Budget
Implementation Bill can only be regarded as a strategy to
conceal and to avoid debate on, and possible defeat of, the
new provisions. 0
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Saturna ~ Priscilla Ewbank

S

pring! We are in the midst of tree blossom, bees and one-pound boxes of bees, each with a queen, from a dealer
long warm evenings. Suddenly it is 8pm and, if I am in Victoria who does all the permitting and importing from
going to get to bed early, I had better get started! I love New Zealand beekeepers. (Nowadays, transporting and
going to bed in the soft dusk
light and waking up in the
dawn with all the birds
carrying on—ready to go,
dawn to dusk! Every
human endeavor, every
challenging situation, is
buoyed up by spring and
love.
I have been keen to see
more bees at Haggis
Farm—I have seen hardly
any
wild
bees
or
bumblebees so far this
spring. So, walking under
the two bitter cherries, I was
delightfully startled to hear
lots of energetic buzzing!
On inspection, the buzzers
were Apis melifera—
domestic golden honey
bees. Aha—Darryl Davies! BEES BUZZING IN THE BITTER CHERRY BLOSSOM AT HAGGIS FARM
Beekeeper Darryl is
operating the local gardening store and nursery, Darryl’s importing bees is a much regulated affair due to deadly
and James’s Digs. Two miles is about tops for a foraging varoa mites and colony collapse disorder.)
honeybee and we are just within that radius—our luck!
A pound of bees costs about $100 and is enough to start
Two years ago, in the winter of the big snow and long a colony in a hive. The large hive from two winters ago
cold, Darryl lost all but one hive! So Darryl and Trevor provided each of the five hives with honey for the new bees.
Morris, the other bee enthusiast on the Island, bought five
Watching bees is a wonderful experience as they buzz

DARRYL & HIS BEES

into the landings and leave. As soon as we
turned the corner and faced the five hives there
was a faint smell of beeswax in the air. The hives
always face south and have tiny entrances that
the bees can guard.
Just as I love honey on morning porridge,
carpenter ants and wasps expend lots of energy
trying to get into the hives and the bees must
waste valuable honey collecting time guarding
their stash. An expanse of black plastic in front
of the hives helps to curtail ant access.
Darryl admits there is a steep learning curve
in raising bees, small decisions can have big
implications. With luck, he will have enough
honey to keep the hives strong over the winter and to sell
some.
The other bonus is that all of us within flying radius of
the hives will have fruit setting on domestic and wild fruit.
Bees and flowers create our half-tame ecosystem!
SATURNA, please turn to page 14

CRUISING from page 2

They may be detrimental to fish digestion and health and
cause nutrient pollution. An additional problem with
discharging food waste at sea is the inadvertent discharge
of plastics.
Waste incinerated on board pose two problems. First,
incinerator ash can be dumped into the ocean as long as the
ship is beyond four miles from shore in Canada. This is
contrary to recommendations from the International
Maritime Commission saying that incinerator ash should
be landed ashore given the constituents of the ash. Second,
the air emissions from incinerators can contain furans and
dioxins, both found to be carcinogenic, as well as heavy
metal and other toxic residues. The Canadian government
has specifications for on board incinerators, but there are
no regulations regarding where these incinerators may
operate, and there is limited if any enforcement of the
specifications.
Another serious issue regarding cruise ship waste is air
emissions from engines. This will be addressed by the North
American Emission Control Area, recently approved by the
International Maritime Organization, which will come into
effect in 2015. At that point, ships will not be permitted to
burn fuel exceeding 0.1% sulphur content in Canadian and
US territorial waters. However, until then ships transiting
the Inside Passage normally burn fuel of 1.8 percent sulphur
content. This dirtier fuel negatively impacts the
environment and has serious implications for human
health. According to the United States EPA, ‘The sulfur,
particulate emissions and other harmful pollutants from
large ships reach from our ports to communities hundreds
of miles inland — bringing with them health, environmental
and economic burdens. Cleaning up our shipping lanes will
be a boon to communities across North America.
The polluting waste streams from cruise ships is one
issue. However, equally serious is that the Government of
Canada has lower thresholds and is less vigilant in enforcing
the regulations in place than either Alaska or Washington.
While Alaska has levied fines for more than 120 violations
of air emission and water discharge standards over the past
two years, and while Washington state has stringent
regulations and enforcement, Canada appears to be
unconcerned about cruise ship waste. No cruise ships have
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been fined for environmental violations by the Government
of Canada. Are we to believe that ships caught violating laws
in Washington and Alaska are abiding by Canadian
regulations?

Moral Dilemmas associated with
Cruise Tourism
Aside from economic and environmental issues, there are
moral issues that concern some cruise passengers and
cruise critics. One of these issues relates to those who work
on cruise ships—an issue brought to the forefront by social
action campaigns by Vancouver-based Pirates of Justice.
The issue is that cruise ships employ many workers from
developing countries, at wages that may be reasonable by
their home country standards but quite low by standards in
North America. Most cruise ship workers have a mandatory
77 hour work week. They have no days off, and their
contracts can run from three or four months for officers, to
six or seven months for European workers, to eleven or
twelve months for workers from Asia or Latin America.
Salaries also vary widely depending on the worker’s country
of origin and work role. While service personnel (waiters
and room stewards) may earn a reasonable income—as
much as $1500 a month including gratuities—others earn
considerably less; in many cases $500 a month or less. It
isn’t only long hours for low pay, but the living conditions
of crew members provide little privacy, and the food served
is often limited and does not include sufficient fresh fruits
and vegetables. Some cruise lines allocate 50% less per
person for the crew member’s food budget than for the
passenger budget—as low as $5 or $6 a day.
A second moral issue has to do with crime aboard,
particularly sexual assaults. The rate of sexual assault and
sexual harassment on Royal Caribbean International’s ships
in the period 2003–2005 was approximately 50% higher
than the rate in Canada. The rate of sexual assault on
Carnival Cruise Lines’ ships from October 2007–October
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2008 similarly was 50% higher than the rate in Canada.
These assaults were perpetrated by crew members as well
as by passengers, and the victims were both crew members
and passengers. It is astonishing that more than 17.5% of
the sexual assault victims were minors—children under the
age of 18. While Royal Caribbean International appears to
have improved its record between 2003–2005 and
2007–2008, the problem still exists. Passengers need to be
aware that cruise ships are not as safe as purported to be,
and that they (and their children) need to take the same
precautions on board a ship as they do in any major city.

What Should Be Done?
Cruise tourism is a benefit to the Vancouver economy, but
its value is considerably less today than it was a decade ago.
While the cruise corporations are generating ever larger
profits—Carnival Corporation earns more than $2.25 billion
per year in net profits and pays virtually no corporate
income tax in the US or Canada—ports such as Vancouver
see less and less economic benefit. At the same time, the city
and surrounding region must grapple with cruise ship
pollution (as well as people pollution/crowding from the
volume of embarking and disembarking cruise passengers)
and with social issues and problems associated with cruise
tourism. City officials and citizens need to be more attentive
to the benefits and the costs, and they should be more
proactive in protecting their economic, environmental, and
other interests.
Ross A. Klein is an international authority on the cruise
ship industry. He is a professor at Memorial University of
Newfoundland (teaching research methods in a School of
Social Work) and is online at www.cruisejunkie.com and
www.cruiseresearch.org. 0
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Coastal First Nations Oppose Enbridge pipeline

Basi-Virk trial scheduled May
17; publication ban till then

Nine First Nations on the BC Coast oppose a pipeline that
would result in giant tankers transporting tar sands oil
through BC coastal waters. They have joined together with
interior First Nations, environmental groups, and
prominent Canadians in opposing Enbridge’s dual pipeline
proposal, which would see VLCCs (Very Large Crude
Carriers) loaded at Kitimat to transport oil t0 China and
Korea.
The announcement was made on March 23,
symbolically the 21st anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil
spill in Prince William Sound, Alaska. That spill fouled
hundreds of miles of Alaska coastline. Coast First Nations
Executive Director Art Sterritt spoke of a similar risk to BC’s
coastal waters.
‘If we had a tanker accident on the coast of British
Columbia it would literally wipe [out] all of our cultures, all

According the the latest available information, the trial of
Dave Basi, Aneal Basi, and Bob Virk on charges of accepting
bribes, breach of trust, fraud and influence peddling is now
scheduled to start on May 17, with jury selection scheduled
for April 28. The charges were laid on December 21, 2004,
almost a year after an RCMP raid on offices in the legislative
building in Victoria.
The March 4 version of the publication ban imposed by
the most recent judge to be assigned to the case, Anne
McKenzie, reads: ‘Pursuant to s. 648 of the Criminal Code
and the inherent jurisdiction of the court, there shall be no
publication in any document or broadcast or transmission
of any evidence, submissions, rulings or Reasons for
Judgment given in these proceedings in the absence of the
jury until the jury renders its verdict or until further order
of the Court.’
The key addition in the latest ban is ‘in the absence of the
jury’ which wasn’t there before. This may have been an error
in the March 2 version of the ban, which, as it then read,
would have forbidden any reporting of the trial itself.
This publication ban apparently prevents reporting of
what happens in the pre-trial maneuvering. Since 2007, the
Court has been occupied with pre-trial hearings (including
the revealing sparring over disclosure) under the previous
judge, Elizabeth Bennett. Much of this has been reported,
confirming that the charges were laid in connection with the
sale of BC Rail to CN Rail. (In April, 2007, Crown Counsel
TRIAL, please turn to next page
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WATER ACT from page 8

laws will incorporate aspects of the existing Drinking Water
Protection Act, and the Groundwater Protection
Regulation, and will be simpler to understand, administer
and enforce. Federal legislation, such as the Fisheries Act
and the Environmental Assessment Act, must also be
considered.
There are currently 44,000 active water licenses in BC;
inevitably, there will be a review of existing license terms
and conditions.

Workshop
A March 5 workshop in Nanaimo attracted a number of
Gulf Island residents, who emphasized the protection of
groundwater as a first priority (a large number of Island
residents are use wellwater systems for their domestic
supply).
Among the questions raised were: delegating water
governance, stewardship, planning, the importance of a
provincial water authority, existing formal and ad hoc water
management organizations.
Generally, participants emphasized the need for clarity,
flexibility, accountability, volunteer participation,
enforceability, transparency, shared decisionmaking,
accurate data, adequate funding, and sufficient
implementation time in any new governance system.

Issues In Groundwater Management
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Stream health, water quality, and sustainability for both
surface water and ground water are primary concerns. But
since the legislation has the prime purpose of managing the
water resources of the province for the benefit of the
environment, the people, and the economy, it must
determine the most effective way of managing and
allocating the water between alternative uses and users.
Consequently, some of the questions to be dealt with in
the new legislation will be:
• centralized or decentralized control;
• how decisionmaking processes will work;
• the choices between regulation/enforcement, and selfregulation with incentives, in achieving efficient and
beneficial water use;

of our salmon, all of our groundfish,’ Sterritt said. ‘We
cannot let that happen.’
He spoke of his hope that the opposition to the pipeline
and its associated tanker traffic would be sufficient to
influence the BC government to stop the project. It is ‘not a
done deal,’ he said.
The formal First Nations declaration states: ‘…in
upholding our ancestral laws, rights and responsibilities,
we declare that oil tankers carrying crude oil from the
Alberta Tar Sands will not be allowed to transit our lands
and waters.’
For more information see www.islandtides.com in
particular ‘Is shipping tar sands oil from Kitimat wise?’ in
Island Tides March 4 edition, page 2. This article is also
available in our ‘Energy’ archive as a single article
preprint, easy to email to others.) 0
• choices in water allocation between FITFIR, a modified
FITFIR, or a ‘priority of use’ approach; what provisions
would be made for temporary water scarcity;
• determination of responsibilities for operational
management of both surface and ground water;
• how consumption will be measured, monitored, and
reported;
• how much of groundwater use can, in practice, be
regulated: 1) regulation in critical regions only (which would
include the Gulf Islands and the east coast of Vancouver
Island), or 2) throughout the province. Regulate all uses, or
only critical uses. Regulate all withdrawals, or only large
ones.: how large; and
• how should water and its management be priced and
paid for.

Principles
Initially, the Province has proposed eight principles to be
followed in designing a new water management regime:
1. BC’s water resources are used within sustainable
limits.
2. First Nations social and cultural practices associated
with water are respected and accommodated.
3. Science informs water resource management and
decision making.
4. Water resource legislation, policy and decision making
processes as well as management tools are integrated across
all levels of government.
5. Rules and standards for water management are clearly
defined, providing a predictable investment climate across
the province.
6. Flexibility is provided to adapt to extreme conditions
or unexpected events on a provincial, regional or issuespecific level.
7. Incentives are created for water conservation that
consider the needs of users and investors.
8. Rights to use water come with responsibilities to be
efficient and help protect stream health.
WATER ACT, please turn to next page
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Trading away our climate ~ Elizabeth May

O

n April 7, the Council of Canadians Victoria Chapter
hosted an event focussing on Politics, International
Trade Deals and Climate. The panel for this topic
was a wonderful tribute to pan-partisan cooperation:
Liberal MP Keith Martin, NDP MP Denise Savoie, and me.
(They had also invited Saanich–Gulf Islands MP, the Hon
Gary Lunn, but he did not respond.) The Council of
Canadians event allowed the audience to experience
something I hope we will see far more often—cooperation
in politics.
After my talk, I had a half dozen requests for its text. I
confess that I rarely speak from a written text. I prefer to
speak extemporaneously, so I use a few notes to myself in
illegible scrawl, usually point form and on the back of
envelopes or old boarding passes. Still, the requests to share
the key themes have persisted, so please accept the use of
my Island Tides column in providing that text to some Salt
Spring Islanders keen to read it!
Every trade deal represents a limitation on national
sovereignty. While Canadian nationalists quite rightly rush
to defend Canadian identity, national sovereignty is not
always to be celebrated. After the 1992 Rio Earth Summit,
Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland was
asked why the world leaders had failed to take stronger steps
on climate and biodiversity. She answered ‘national
sovereignty’—the unwillingness of nations to have others
critique, and correct, domestic policy in the interest of
common global security.
At the same time that the Rio treaties stumbled to the
finish line, the same governments were giving away national
sovereignty with both hands in the Uruguay Round. The
eleven year round of negotiations under the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) resulted in the
creation of the World Trade Organization. Looking at both
sets of treaties, it is clear that the trade deals have teeth;
environmental treaties have a strong set of gums.

Trade Sanctions
Enforcement mechanisms matter. The most successful
global environmental treaty has been the Montreal Protocol.
In September 1987, I was part of the Canadian government
team in Montreal to negotiate a deal to protect the ozone
layer. The key to the success of the protocol was that it
WATER ACT from page 12

The Water act Modernization Process
The WAM process has four phases: scoping, jurisdictional
review and background research (complete); engagement
and policy development (Fall 2009–Spring 2010); request
for legislation and legislative drafting (Summer–Fall 2010);
and, bill introduction and approval (no dates given).
Currently, the second phase is underway. There is a
TRIAL from page 12

was reported as requesting a publication ban.)
It is not clear, of course, whether the publication ban
ruling itself is subject to the publication ban. It was, after
all, made in the absence of the jury which, as of press time,

contained effective sanctions. Any country that signed and
ratified and subsequently chose to use ozone-depleting
substances in contravention of the legally-binding protocol
faced trade sanctions from the other parties.
Ten years later, in December 1997, the Kyoto Protocol
was negotiated. By design, it shared the architecture of the
successful ozone treaty. It relied on ‘common but
differentiated responsibilities’: that is to say, the wealthy
industrialized countries were to reduce emissions first,
developing countries could catch up later.
But, unlike the Montreal Protocol, the Kyoto Protocol did
not include trade sanctions. In fact, Canada’s then-Minister
of Environment, the Hon Christine Stewart, said that if
trade sanctions were included, Canada would not sign. Why
this turn-around?
It was all due to the creation of the World Trade
Organization. The WTO set up its own Committee on Trade
and the Environment. Rather than ask the question that
troubled many of us: ‘Are there trade deals that damage the
environment?’ the committee probed the question, ‘Are
there environmental treaties that impede trade?’ The WTO
committee made no ruling on the matter, but identified the
Basel Convention on Hazardous Waste, the Convention on
the Trade in Endangered Species, and the Montreal
Protocol as impediments.
Suddenly, it became ‘off limits’ to use the only effective
international tool (short of military invasion) to hold
contracting parties to their word. Kyoto ended up with a
limp noodle for enforcement. Any country that failed in the
first commitment period, 2008-2012, to meet its targets
would have an additional .3 ton/per ton penalty added to
whatever new commitments were made in the second
period. No wonder Canada’s government wants to kill
Kyoto. The only penalty for the Harper government’s
decision to repudiate a legally binding commitment does not
kick into gear until we negotiate a second round of Kyoto.
Trade lawyer Steven Shrybman pointed out years ago
that we would have effective climate action if governments
cared about the climate as much as they care about
intellectual property (IP) rights. To protect IP, the WTO
community negotiated the Trade Related Intellectual
Property Rights Agreement (TRIPS for short). Under

TRIPS, every nation in the GATT market has a positive
obligation to re-write domestic patent laws to meet US tests.
Cross-border scrutiny to seek out products that violate IP
rights can involve search and seizure. Imagine if those tools
were brought to bear to protect climate: all nations must
pass laws limiting carbon, bring in a carbon tax, install
renewable energy, or they will not be allowed to trade.
Goods crossing borders will be subject to seizure if the
embedded carbon exceeds global norms.
Or, as a placard in Copenhagen proclaimed, ‘If climate
was a bank, they would have saved it already.’
The good news, out of this lopsided development of
global trade laws versus environmental protection, is that
the WTO has shown us how to develop tools that work. The
United Nations Charter proclaims clearly that no
international agreement is allowed to supersede the UN
Charter. The WTO must be subservient to the larger
international commitment to peace and security. From this
aspect, we need to negotiate the next phase of climate action
with meaningful enforcement.
The planet is already global. The process of so-called
globalization has been all about taking what is held in
common and transferring it to private interests. It has been
about reducing the ability of democratically elected nations
to determine their own course, while increasing the power
of transnational corporations.

Tools of The Trade
Re-balancing trade and the environment ensures that trade
is fair, does not jeopardize local security and resilience, and
that economies thrive, sustaining healthy communities.
We do not lack for solutions. We only need the key to the
tool box kept exclusively for the WTO.
Elizabeth May, Order of Canada, practiced environmental
law and attended many WTO meetings, from its first
meeting in Singapore, to attending Seattle as an advisor
to the minister for trade. She is the leader of the Green
Party of Canada. 0
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had not yet been chosen. Indeed, so were all the other pretrial proceedings.
According to the Court’s schedule, a further pre-trial
hearing is scheduled for April 26. The April 15 hearing was
held in a locked courtroom. 0
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GARDENING & MAY RECIPES from page 7
Still on the subject of pests. Raccoons can clean out a ripe
fruit tree in one night, but since they cannot jump they can
be kept out by three to four feet of metal flashing wrapped
around the tree trunk high enough that the critters cannot
get a hold.
On a more cheerful note: when you are prowling around
the seed stacks in search of summer veggies and flowers
remember to stock-up on winter vegetable seeds now as
they may not be available when you need them. Root
vegetables, carrots, parsnips, etc, need to be sown in May
and June, while winter broccoli and cauliflower should be
started in July. And this is also the time to sow winter
flowers such as cinerarias, pansies and primulas for a
colourful show indoors or out.
And speaking of colour, drought-resistant perennials can
be sown now for next year. Some years ago I grew some red
poppies from seed in pots and planted them out behind the
fish pond with lots of compost. They require no watering at
all and yet every year produce a mass of brilliant red blooms.
In August they die down and hibernate for a few weeks. The
first rains in September coax up new green shoots that will
overwinter until spring when they grow into great green
clumps ready to begin again.

Recipes: The Egg, Part 2

Forty-eight-hour-old eggs from free-range weed and
kitchen-scrap fed chickens are the best meal in the world.
Every cook should keep a flock of chickens. And in addition
to a cookbook collection of egg dishes, sauces made from
eggs can also turn a humdrum veggie meal into a banquet.
At this season there are greens by the bushel: spinach,
misuna, carrots, rapini, broccoli, collards, snow peas, fava
beans, nettles, chard, what have you. And the sauce to lift
any of these vegetables is hollandaise.

Hollandaise Sauce
Prep time 10 minutes
Ingredients: lemon juice, egg yolks, butter
After you have prepared your raw or cooked garden fresh
vegetables and placed them on serving plates...
Gently melt the butter in a heavy saucepan, add the yolks
and lemon juice and return to a gentle heat (or over hot
water) and stir continuously until the sauce begins to
thicken. At which point you can spoon it over your
vegetables or:
• Add a dash of white wine or stock, or
• Add salt and cayenne (perfect for shrimp), or
• Add cream and pour over a fish fillet or scallops, or
• Add mustard, Tabasco and serve with poached eggs.

Hear what you’ve been missing
and get the whole story.

Zabaglioni
The Italian version of Hollandaise is Zabaglioni (zabayone).
Originally from Sicily this classic sauce is a cuisine all on its
own. You need egg yolks, sugar, marsala
As above heat gently and beat the hell out of it as it
warms. Pour into glasses when warm and frothy. Or add a
dash of lemon juice, cinnamon and vanilla. Cool, then fold
into an equal proportion of whipped cream. Serve in glasses
or straight from the bowl. You can substitute Grande
Marnier for the Marsala. If you want to take it even further,
save a cup of Zabaglioni and make Tiramisu.
One restaurant in Verona serves Zabaglioni over fresh
steamed asparagus. The only possible wine to complement
this would be Prosecco. 0
SATURNA from page 11

Meals on Wheels

Vancouver Island Health Authority’s core service cuts of
$45million threaten our Meals on Wheels Program which
has been in place for close to ten years. It’s value is huge in
our small communities. The preparation of good nutritious
meals requires an effort and ability that some people do not
have. Our meal program costs $30,000. Now it has been
cut by over a third.
Health policy is to discharge people from hospital-care
speedily and meals on wheels allows them to eat well as they
finish recovering. Now funding for homecare service has
been reduced as has Meals on Wheels; two programs that
make early discharge from the hospital feasible.
The program is run by the Greenwoods Eldercare Society
on Salt Spring Island. They have been on the front-line in
negotiations for six months with VIHA. VIHA says that the
client must be charged $1 less and that the program must
make up the shortfall; each southern Island would need to
raise between $1,500 and $2,000.
In the three-month contract now in place, the person
who makes up the meals has agreed to charge $2 less per
meal and fundraising will have to cover any shortfall. The
Salt Spring-based eldercare society knows that it is difficult
for the Outer Islands to raise cash and is willing to try
fundraising for all islands. At the end of three months,
Greenwoods will assess the feasibility of this arrangement.
The only other option is to close the programs located on
Saturna, Mayne, Pender and Galiano Islands. It would be a
terrific loss to let this program go as it serves so many people
in need. So, as communities that cherish valuing and caring
for community members, we had best stick together and
figure out what we can each contribute.
Thanks to the Greenwoods Eldercare Society who has
worked so hard on behalf of all of us to keep this critical
health service alive, and to the mealmakers who agreed to
take the $2 cut. 0
SALMON WALK from page 1

200

Receive a $
HBC gift
card when you purchase a
pair of hearing aids.
Call today for your complimentary
hearing test and take the first step
toward better hearing. 250-537-4446

Ganges: 241 Lower Ganges Road
Offer valid on private sales of qualifying hearing aids only between February 22 – April 30, 2010. Gift cards will be distributed after 90-day trial period.
Not applicable with any other offer. See clinic for details. Registered under the Hearing Aid Act (BC).

Friday, April 30: Courtenay to Fanny Bay, arriving at
Cowie Creek at 3pm, and on to a rally at the Fanny Bay
Community Hall. Members of Coalwatch Comox Valley will
join the walk.
Saturday, May 1: Fanny Bay dyke to Big Qualicum River;
rally at Big Qualicum River campground, 5pm, with potluck,
entertainment, and a camp-out.
Sunday, May 2: Big Qualicum River to Parksville;
presentation to town and streamkeepers by Alex Morton,
11am; gather at town fountain, 11:30am; luncheon at
Pheasant Glen Golf Course, 2pm.
Monday, May 3: Parksville to Lantzville; walk to
intersection of Hwys 19 and 19A; due to unsafe road
conditions, drive to Lantzville.
Tuesday, May 4: Lantzville to Nanaimo/Gabriola; rally
at Maffeo Sutton Park/Swyalana Lagoon; take 5:55pm ferry
to Gabriola; presentation at Agi Hall, 7–8:10pm.
Wednesday, May 5: Gabriola Island to Ladysmith: walk
in Folklife Village area on Gabriola, 9:45am; drive to Silva
Bay; gathering on Silva Bay Inn lawn, 11:30am; leave for
Ladysmith between noon and 1pm, some by boat, some by
ferry and road.
Thursday, May 6: Ladysmith to Duncan: rally at City
Square, 5pm.
Friday, May 7: Duncan to Mill Bay/Saanich;
presentation at Mary Winspear Theatre, Sidney, 7:30pm
(see ad page 5).
Saturday, May 8: Sidney to Victoria; rendezvous at South
Saanich Constituency Office, 4085 Quadra Street, Victoria;
rendezvous at Centennial Square with salmon BBQ, music,
art, speakers, 2–4:00pm; rally at Parliament Buildings,
4pm.
Sunday, May 9: Mother’s Day blessing, 10am; location
TBA. 0
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GSAAutoRentals
Bookwiththebest!
Pick-Upfrom
SwartzBayFerry Terminal&
VictoriaAirport

Monthlyfrom$625
Weeklyfrom$205
Mentionthisadfordiscount

Rent

QualityPre-Owned
Cars&Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FOR SALE

HOUSING

Mayne Island. 1995 Saturn SL2, 4door, dark blue. 5-speed manual,
serviced engine trans & cooling
system, AM/FM cassette, cruise
control, electric windows, tilt wheel,
immobilizer. $1,400. 604-250-7259.

Salt Spring Island. Sunset House
Independent living for seniors Five
suites to choose from. Meals,
tea/coffee all day, linen laundry and
more contact lucchime@hotmail.com
or 250-537-8560.

Salt Spring Island. Australian
Aboriginal art. Pintubi Dreamtime
paintings. Acrylic on Belgian
linen. Authenticity certificates.
250-537-1151, redochre@shaw.ca.

Your FREE WORD AD

Saturna Island. 9' wooden lapstrake
rowing dinghy by K. Douglas
Boatworks #1100, spoon-shape oars,
canvas cover, white hull, wood
interior. Great to row, a lovely boat.
$1,900. 250-539-9920.

Richmond.
Dock
10’X30’
reconditioned concrete dock with
3x12 cedar rub-rail and new cedar
decking. Will sell as is or installed.
604-219-7998.

ArtCraft, juried exhibition & sale; June
18 - Sept 19; registration packages &
info www.ssartscouncil.com or
contact Helen 250-537-0899 or
info@ssartscouncil.com. Deadline
May 10. New submissions welcome.

Your FREE Word Ad
Here!

S AT U R

IUM •

CALL FOR ENTRY

S.O.C. is the only supplier

of olive tree varieties that
will reliably produce fruit
crops on the south coast.
www.olivetrees.ca
info@olivetrees.ca
250.539.3758

FOR RENT
North Pender Island. Oceanfront
home for rent or purchase. 1.18
acres, hot tub, electric gate. 2
suites. Rent 5 bedrooms, 3-bath or
1-2 bedrooms, 1 bath. Furnished.
Excellent
condition.
See
www.penderislandserenity.com
604-807-5999.

250-629-3660

islandtides@islandtides.com

ATTRACTIONS
Ocean Soul
Book Caffé
New and Used
Books

9100 East Saanich Road
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

Psst! … Crofton has a
great little book store
Open at 6am Daily
250-246-1977
1578 Joan Ave, Crofton

JAZZ from page 9

Don Ross was a marvel to watch and to hear. A real
chordal and harmony expert, he could tell the band why
chords worked in consonant sequence (the ‘changes’) from
knowledge I could only guess at at. When play resumed after
rehearsal palaver, 82-year-old Don would blow his tenor
with a full but non-aggresive tone. When he soloed, his
improvisations were rife with the little sounds of surprise
that come with contrapuntal treatments of some melody
notes and his chordal mastery was displayed to great effect!
A gracious host, a quick mind, a highly skilled player (piano
and reeds) and a chordal sense that can’t be matched.
The fifth man was the youngest—65-year-old Bjorn
Edblad—a Swedish import when a young retiree from the
Swedish Military Band system. Bjorn played for years in
Canada as a dance musician section man with clarinet and
alto sax. He was excessively modest about his ‘jazz’ capacity,

GETAWAYS

• Docks • Moorings

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net
WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

NOTICES
Audition notice for a musical ‘Cole
and Linda, a Love Story’. May 24, 29,
30 at 120 Cairns Place, Salt Spring
Island. Baritones, tenors, sopranos.
24 bars each of a ballad and upbeat.
Call Maureen 250-537-913 after May
19 for appointment. Performance
dates September 10 & 11 at
ArtSpring.

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at Mayne
Island School, Wednesday, May 12
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda
for
this
meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

WANTED TO RENT
Galiano
Island.
Furnished
waterfront or oceanview house or
cottage wanted for May 27 to June
27 (approximately) for nonsmoking, vacationing couple from
Austria. Local references. Nicole
250-539-5766.

WANTED TO BUY
Comox. Welded aluminum runabout
boat, 17-19 ft range. 250-339-4398.

BUSINESS OPP
Mayne Island Kayaking for sale.
Great
seasonal
business
opportunity. Priced to sell. Contact
us at info@kayakmayneisland.com

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
Property
Maintenance
and
Landscaping. Yard and garden, wood
and stone, odd jobs and clean-ups.
Saanich Peninsula. Tim 250-857-3677.
Soare Contracting Inc. Roofing
specialists, BBB A+ rating,
licensed,, insured, WCB, Visa, M/C.
Excellent references. Roofers you
can trust. www.soarecontracting.com
250-474-7325
Island-Wide Painting and Home
Renovations. WCB and Liability
insured. Offering painting and
renovation services. Quality
workmanship. Please call Rick
250-954-3942 or 250-951-6392.

CE VAESE
ANROOFING
Ltd.

specializing in…
pvc deck membranes &
aluminum railings for
sundecks, garage decks
and roofdecks.
call dave Woode
contracting:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

servicing the gulf islands

S tanding S eam
m etal R oofing

f oR W ateR
C olleCtion S yStemS

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

but did no damage to those fine tunes.
The first of them, ‘Someday You’ll be Sorry’ was followed
by a dozen free-wheeling tunes. His clarinet picked up speed
and edge and facility with each tune—which he always said
he didn’t really know—but could read the chords from lead
sheets like the professional he is. Driving clarinet players no
longer abound, and Bjorg was grew hotter as the day went
on, and drove us all in acceleration. His tones and phrasing
and momentum were as good as it gets!
Bob Erwig called the tunes—and the players knew them
all in melody framework but turned to their ‘books’ for
leadsheet chords which they could speed read and use for
improvisation better than most ear players could manage!
Bob did me a great personal favour and played the four
1927 McKenzie-Condon’s—Nobody’s Sweetheart, Liza,
Sugar, and China Boy—a foursome that my deceased friend
Jimmy McPartland led his Austin High Gang to deliver and

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery
www.H2oonthego.ca
• CRD approved drinking water
• pool ﬁlling • dust control

ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Tree Services

Island to Island Arborist
• pruning • topping • thinning
• hazardous tree removal
• lot clearing
• 30 years experience
• insured
have boat will travel
anywhere on the westcoast

250-668-2186
info@shiptoshore.ca

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

Ship to Shore

John Racine

N

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

• Foreshore Applications

www.islandmarine.ca

RT

Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

1-250-247-8364

On Time & On Budget

250-537-9710

Grow olives in BC !

www.PropertyGuys.com
Listing #42981

Quadra Island getaway cabin for 2.
Private, Panoramic, Peaceful
www.lunavista.ca

Ross Walker

L
A O IVE
N

Waterfront home &
guest cottage for sale
Gabriola Island
$989,000

MARINE

• Ramps • Pile Driving

CONSO

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available

islandtides@islandtides.com

V. I. Hay Sales. Beautiful 1st & 2nd
cut Orchard Grass, 2nd cut Alfalfa
& Straw. Please call for pricing.
Delivery available. 250-248-7507.

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

250-629-3660

REAL ESTATE

L

AUTOMOTIVE

Phone: 250-629-3660 • Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

• street ﬂushing • ﬁlm industry
• 3000 gallon tankers

MOVED
HOMES
BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

COLOUR
Boxed ads
start at
$47.70

which Bix Beiderbecke had told Jimmy were ‘the best I ever
heard’! (That may have been professional courtesy but it
kept Jimmy and crew going for years bringing renewed
spirit to mind as well as to their glasses!)
The fact that Bob even knew those four psalms from the
Twenties was a lift in itself. And so spirits were renewed in
Don Ross’ living room on an April afternoon. It wasn’t a jazz
festival, or a big night at a concert, or a well-honed club
performance—and it certainly didn’t pay well. What it did
accomplish, was to remind us all, through skillful treatment
of 75-year jazz standards, that we should never let
commercial music interests, or pillars of academe, or egos
of young players who scoff at anything played before they
were born, bury the charms of early jazz.
Close up, among friends and expressive instrumentalists,
there’s nothing like it. 0
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The Chickens’ Revenge
Chickens remember salient facts. Some years
ago our flock was established in a house of
their own that included a closed and netted
courtyard and a day-yard where they could
stretch or play beak-ball. The outside area
was enclosed only by a fence so they had to
be locked up at night to protect them from
marauding raccoons. It was also a convenient
place to serve lunch. So every day, amid
much excitement, I carried in the lunch
bucket and poured the contents into a large
tote-tray around which the chickens were
eagerly gathered tying on bibs and rattling
their cutlery. Lunch was always an adventure
because they didn’t know just what was in
store.
One day a young raven appeared along
the back fence to watch the show. We usually
have two or three pairs of ravens in our area;
they circle endlessly and communicate via a
morse code of creaks and croaks. Raven
couples raise one hatchling each year, teach
it to fly, and provide a liberal arts education
in life skills that includes reconnaissance
missions of human settlements. That daily
survey included us and our chickens.
For several days the young raven watched
the ritual of lunch with some interest and
observed that chickens do not eat everything
at once: they snack. After the first flurry of
activity and discovery and a critical analysis
of our previous night’s menu, the chickens
would often take a break to stretch, stroll or
seek a libation. The raven waited and
watched until one day with understated
nonchalance he hopped around the vicinity
of the lunch table in diminishing circles until
by pure chance he arrived at the tray and
gingerly appropriated a few morsels. Since
chickens are naturally friendly (and colourblind) the stranger
was welcomed
5x6.75”
ad into the
circle with polite indifference.
And so it continued for several days. The

raven would watch from his aerial vantage,
move up to the front-row seat on the fence
when the food was delivered, then sidle to the
tray after the chickens had made their first
deliberations. By the second week said raven
was anticipating the event by several
minutes, and by week three there appeared
one black chicken at the table dressed in bib
and tucker as though he had always been
there. Given that there was plenty of food the
hometown group were undisturbed and
probably pleased to hear his tales from
beyond the forest clearing.
Ravens are smaller than most chickens
but they do have longer beaks. Nothing
compared with a raptor of course, but
definitely a longer reach. Gradually the little
fellow in the black suit was using his beak to
clear away a larger space at the table and day
by day his occupancy expanded until he/she
ruled the board. Now it was the chickens’
turn to wait until the raven was satiated
before appeasing their appetite.
This was getting silly, so I removed the
lunch tray from its position in the outside
yard and placed it within the confines of their
enclosed porch. For a few days the raven was
nonplussed and carried a countenance of
deep concern on his face. But not for long.
Having figured out the logic and coordinates
of the new location, the raven soon
appropriated free run of the porch while the
home team paced nervously outside.
One day, armed with a pair of wire-cutters
I created a ‘chicken door’ near the bottom of
the fence line. Now cosmic order was
restored, peace and good fellowship returned
and all was well with the avian world. Until…
A week later, the raven had figured out the
site plan and insinuated himself into the
inner
sanctum.
chickens
were not
v1.5
21 The
apr
2010
pleased. Watching this from a short distance,
I decided now was the time to intervene with

Photo: Tom Hobley

Carrying the maypole from Miners Bay to Dinner Bay Park on Mayne Island
for the annual May celebrations, this year on May 22.
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“An island is a difference of opinion surrounded by water.”
On Saturday, May 8th we’ll be holding a neighbourhood potluck
at Beaver Point Hall to welcome Elizabeth May to our riding.
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We’ll be firing up locally made barbecues.
As a fundraiser, we’ll be offering barbecued ‘catchatory-style’ chicken wings:
Left Wings – by donation
Right Wings – $1/wing
Barbecue: 5pm Eat: 5:30-7:30pm Opinions: 5pm - midnight Music: 8pm
What do you think should happen in this riding during the next election?
Come and tell the leader of the Green Party what you think.
Music by Bill Henderson, Valdy and Daryl Chonka.
A kid-friendly event.
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my larger presence. It worked. As I approached the gluttonous
black bird it was his turn to be intimidated and he panicked and
attempted to fly away. But of course he was now totally enclosed
and to his dismay flapping and remonstrating did not help.
What happened next belongs in the annals of the symposium
on natural justice. The chickens, perceiving their advantage
marched into the enclosed area and after a brief clucking to agree
on a strategy they lined up like a sports team and launched
themselves at the hapless intruder. The raven had been frantically
engaged in searching for the exit but the chickens had anticipated
this by placing four line-backers feather-to-feather to block that
egress. Meanwhile the team each in turn took a running longjump and with a gleeful cluck landed with both feet on the back
of the raven before quickly stepping sideways to make way for
next teammate, and the next, and the next. It was the most
amazing sight to see this otherwise docile, friendly and socially
well-adjusted family of chickens seizing revenge. I watched with
wonder as each bird in turn lined up, waited patiently, took a
running jump, and landed with a satisfying thump on the back
of the raven.
After several minutes I intervened once more, this time to
rescue the chastened intruder who seemed almost happy to see
me. I carried him outside, gave him a final lecture on social
morality and let him go. He was never seen again in that vicinity.
The chickens were still clucking merrily about their exploits as
they readjusted their feathers and resumed their interrupted
lunch.
Months later when I walked over to lock them up at night, the
older birds could be heard regaling the neophlytes with tales of
their exploits and how one birdbrain can outwit another. 0

