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Saturna’s ‘Open Space’ community meeting begins—simple tools to invite talk about topics that really matter.
The cedar branches became talking sticks if people wish.(See also article page 8.)

Queen of the North: what happened …
but not why Patrick Brown
The recently published BC Ferries’ report on
the sinking, a year ago, of Queen of the North
supports the generally held conclusion that the
ship had failed to turn to port at the bottom of
Grenville Channel and had proceeded straighton at full-speed, colliding with the rocky shore
of Gil Island fourteen minutes later.
Emergency evacuation procedures onboard
the ship are reported to have worked well, but
two passengers remain unaccounted for.
Assistance came promptly from the fishing
vessel Lone Star , the residents of nearby
Hartley Bay, and the Coast Guard vessel
Sir
Wilfrid Laurier.
Queen of the North was replaced on the
route on March 31 with the newly refitted
Northern Adventurer.
A previous report on ferry safety by George
Morfitt was released on January 22. (An article,
‘Safety reports galore—still awaiting Queen of
North report,’ was published in Island Tides ,
February 8, 2006 and can be downloaded at
www.islandtides.com/html/bcferries.htm.)
The federal Transportation Safety Board’s
definitive report is yet to come.

Recommendations For The
Bridge

The new report fails to establish why the course
turn had been missed, and why nobody on the
bridge noticed that anything was amiss until
the sudden appearance of trees ahead of the
ferry was followed almost instantly by that
terrible crunching sound.

However, it is significant that twelve of the
recommendations in the report deal with the
bridge’s navigation equipment, the training of
officers and crew in its use, and the
establishment of standard procedures for crew
handovers and changing from autopilot to
manual steering.
These recommendations are consistent with
Morfitt’s January safety audit which
emphasized the need for ‘Bridge Resource
Management Training.’ The recommendations
are (also) consistent with warnings by former
BC Ferries Safety Director Darin Bowland.
Bowland resigned soon after the sinking,
claiming that he had not been permitted to
conduct his own investigation of its cause.
The recommendations are also consistent
with a preliminary Transportation Safety Board
(TSB) assessment May 11, 2006, that suggested
bridge personnel were not adequately trained
to operate new systems on the bridge. In
particular, the TSB assessment mentioned the
Electronic Chart System display, which shows
the exact position and course of the ship on a
chart of the area, and a new Steering Mode
Selector Switch, which enabled bridge
personnel to switch between manual steering
and the autopilot. The autopilot ensures that,
once it is set and engaged, the ship maintains an
accurate straight line course.
The report notes that a notice entitled
‘Steering Changeover Procedures’, prepared by
QUEEN OF THE NORTH, please turn to page 2
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Off to Gabriola, Galianoites charter a water taxi to T rust Council.

Victoria area
sewage
considered

The Capital Regional District has
released the final four in a series of eight
discussion papers regarding sewage
treatment. The papers deal with issues
including the potential number of
Christa Grace-Warrick
sewage treatment facilities and the
On Wednesday, March 28, a group of 29 Galianoites
preliminary cost estimates.
chartered Mistaya from Salt Spring’s Gulf Islands
Initial estimates place the cost of
Water Taxi. The crew took them from Montague
sewage treatment facilities for the core
Harbour to the 2-day Islands Trust Council quarterly
area municipalities of the Capital
meeting on Gabriola where nine of those aboard were
Regional District at between $1.0 billion
to make presentations. Three other Galiano delegants
and $1.2 billion, based on whether a
travelled by car.
decentralized or centralized approach is
It was a fine, early spring day and the two-hour ride taken. These estimates are in 2007
was spent using charts to identify islands, big and
dollars and include design and
small as they passed by: Galiano, Kuper, Thetis, Reid,
construction. They do not include
Valdes, Ruxton, De Courcy, Mudge (some marvelled at operational costs.
how truly narrow Dodd Narrows is) and finally
‘Based both on the analysis of our
Gabriola.
staff and outside technical experts, the
After a bit of a mix up about where to disembark, a
CRD is now in a position to provide
small fleet of cars hurried Galiano folks to Haven By
these preliminary cost estimates,’ said
The Sea Resort’s auditorium, the venue for the
Alan Lowe, chair of the Core Area Liquid
meeting.
Waste Management Committee. ‘While
Trust Council Chairperson Kim Benson announced these are only initial estimates, we are
that the 26-member Council was to hear a heavy
committed to transparency and want to
schedule of seventeen presentations from Islanders
ensure that local residents are aware of
that afternoon, each to be kept four minutes.
these preliminary costs.’
First came a presentation by two exceptionally wellTo date, a number of options for the
spoken girls and a parent from Aurora, Gabriola’s
location of the wastewater treatment
learn-at-home support program. They presented their facilities have been reviewed. The merit
community mapping project. The program is part of
of a decentralized approach is that it is
Nanaimo/Ladysmith School District #68’s
designed to meet future growth
‘educational mosaic.’
patterns, while a centralized approach
The majority of the twelve Galiano presenters were, minimizes site requirements.
in effect, asking for funds to accelerate the
Submissions have also been reviewed
commencement of Galiano Island’s OCP Review.
from a world-wide request for
Galiano’s Trustees had recently asked council for
technology solutions. The technologies
$6,000 to be earmarked for an isolated review of
evaluated range from proven methods
residential policy in ‘Forest 1’ designated lands and
to emerging ones.
were awaiting a vote on this very day. Instead, these
‘A triple bottom line approach,
nine delegants wanted any funding to be allocated to a including social, economic and
full-scale OCP Review. An example is on p.
environmental criteria has been used in
Using maps, charts, and a binder of 200 letters, as
all evaluations,’ said Lowe. ‘Specific
aids in making their point, presenters concluded that
details regarding the type of facilities,
the current review of ‘F1’ was contrary to the Islands
exact locations and technologies are yet
Trust Mandate because the residential issue being
to be finalized. However, the CRD wants
looked at affected 42% of the land area of Galiano
to ensure that whatever treatment
(even though these properties were owned by only 6% plants are built will be integrated and
blend with local neigbourhoods.’
of the population). Unless a full OCP Review is
Through the CRD’s collaboration
conducted, issues that impact the whole community,
with technical experts, consultants will
such as watershed protection, groundwater recharge
present a first draft of the plan at the end
and road networks will be not be considered in
of April. Public information exhibits will
decisions which, as one delegate put, ‘cause
be used as part of a program to gather
permanent, irreversible change.’
input on the draft plan. The overall
A map of what 42% of the land area of every major
strategy is expected to be completed by
Trust Area Island would look like was used to
underscore the seriousness of the situation. In fact, one the end of June. It will then be sent to
the provincial government for approval,
delegate asked for an over-arching Islands Trust
which will provide the basis for a longprocedural bylaw which would automatically trigger a
term solution for sewage treatment.
comprehensive OCP Review for any proposed change
Additional details are available in the
of use or rezoning which would affect more than 25%
discussion papers located on the CRD's
of an island.
TRUST DELEGATIONS, please turn to page 7 website at www.crd.bc.ca. 0

Talking to the Trust
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Islanders will have input into ferry negotiations
Patrick Brown
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Transportation Minister Kevin Falcon has agreed to give ferrydependent communities a voice in the negotiation of the
upcoming contract between BC Ferries and the Province. The
contract will be for four years starting on April 1, 2008.
This was in response to a request made by the Ferry Advisory
Committee Chairs (FACC), based on their concerns about fare
increases of 30% to 65% already implemented since the current
ferry contract took effect in 2003. The FACC met with Minister
Falcon on March 19.
‘We’re very pleased the Minister recognizes the value of
community suggestions for mitigating the impacts of further
increases expected in the next four-year term,’ says Tony Law of
Hornby Island.
The first five-year term of the Coastal Ferry Services Contract
is nearing an end. During this term, fares increased 2.8% per
year for the main routes, but 4.4% per year for the routes
represented by the Ferry Advisory Committees. Users of these
routes were hit hard during the first term of the contract, with
double-digit increases from annual tariff hikes plus fuel
surcharges.
The fare structure for the next four-year term is currently
QUEEN OF THE NORTH from page 1
the Chief Officer, “A” Crew and the Senior Master, Queen of the
North, was posted in the wheelhouse. The procedure describes
how to change from hand steering to autopilot, and also how to
make corrections to the course while on autopilot. The report
also notes that the “B” crew (on duty that night) ‘chose to operate
the steering controls in a different manner. However, this choice
does not appear to be causative of the grounding.’ No details are
given to support this remark.

Ship Was On Autopilot

There were three people on the bridge that night. The Second
Officer went for lunch before Queen of the North reached Sainty
Point at the south end of Grenville Channel.
Sainty Point is where the course was supposed to have been
changed to 118º to avoid Gil Island; it was reached at eight
minutes after midnight. A radio call was made to check in with
Prince Rupert, but it appears that the ship remained under
autopilot on a course of 133º—straight onto the Island four
nautical miles ahead.
The deckhand at the wheel (when on this duty, this deckhand
is known as the Quartermaster, or QM) reported that when trees
were sighted, the Officer of the Watch ordered a sudden course
change and the autopilot to be switched off, but that she did not
know where the switch was located. The authors of the report
find this hard to believe. (The deckhand also reported that she
had made small course changes as ordered, but the record of the
ship’s course showed no changes, and the ship had been on
autopilot all the time.)
The autopilot, in fact, had been engaged and set on a course
of 133º from Ormiston Point on Grenville Channel, well before
the deckhand arrived on the bridge to take over the QM duties at
11:50pm. The previous QM said he had advised the incoming
QM of the position of the ship, but she testified that she did not
know where the ship was.
After the collision with Gil Island, the report says, with dry
humour, ‘The SOG (speed over ground) went from 17.5 knots to
zero in very short order.’
Following the collision, the Officer on Watch was heard to
say, ‘I’m sorry, I was trying to go around a fishing boat.’ The
ship’s Master (not on the bridge at the time) reported seeing a
steady white light to the south about two or three nautical miles
away. The report does not explain this sighting.

Two On Lookout

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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BOB BURGESS

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

When a ship is on autopilot, Coast Guard rules require only two
crew on the bridge (three when hand steering). They are
responsible for keeping a lookout, monitoring the location,
direction, and speed of the ship, and knowing where there are
islands and other ships which should be avoided. The report
noted that music was heard playing in the background of radio
transmissions from the ship. (Regulations require that a ‘proper
lookout’ includes ‘by sight and hearing.’)
The QM, on lookout, reported that she could see nothing …
until she saw the trees. Had it been clear, and had the ship been
on its correct course, she might have seen Point Cumming light,
the next waypoint on the ship’s route, almost dead ahead. But
then it might not have been visible, because it was 7.8 nautical
miles from Sainty Point where the turn was supposed to have
been made, and since the light had been downgraded by the
Coast Guard a few years ago, it was reported to have a nominal
range of only five nautical miles on a clear night. There’s no
mention of Point Cumming in the report.

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

being determined. Fares are expected to continue to increase. In
the new contract term, the routes face the added requirement of
moving toward a user-pay basis.

Three-Way Negotiation

This renegotiation is being conducted for the first time, as set out
in the Coastal Ferry Act, 2003 . Currently it involves three
parties. The BC Ferry Commissioner sets fare caps based on
financial and operational information from BC Ferries, and on
the size of the contribution decided by the BC Government.
On April 1, 2008, the increases in the price caps (not the
fares, though they are closely related) will be 5.4% on major
routes, and 3.6% on other routes. These percentages will be
based on the current fares plus current fuel surcharges, which
will be folded into the fares.
For April 1, 2009, 2010, and 2011, the increases will be
between 3.0% and 4.0% for the major routes, and 6.7% and 8.1%
for the other routes, which are now referred to as the ‘taxpayersupported’ routes. The actual increase depends on inflation,
which is estimated to range between 2% and 4%.
FERRY FARES, please turn to page 6

A Dark and Possibly Stormy Night
The night of March 21–22, 2006 was, we believe, dark and
stormy, though accounts vary. The crew of Queen of the North
reported wind at twenty knots on the starboard beam (but the
ship was traveling at 17.5 knots, so apparent wind may have
affected their estimates); the Lone Star had sought shelter from
‘strong crosswinds in Wright Sound’; a tug towing logbooms in
Wright Sound reported that it was a dark, cloudy evening with
seven knots of wind from south to southeast. Prince Rupert
Coast Guard advised Hartley Bay residents of forty knot winds
and two metre seas, but after the wreck, the seas were reported
calm with a light rain falling. Wind direction and velocity can, of
course, vary a lot in the north coast’s maze of inlets and islands.

Navigational Equipment

Two radar sets and the Electronic Chart System (ECS) show the
position and course of the ship relative to the shore, rocks, and
other landmarks. The report indicates all were operating
normally. At least one of the radar sets was set at a range of half
a nautical mile, which meant that it might not have shown the
shore until it was too late to avoid it. According to the report, ‘as
the ECS was recording the vessel’s movements during the
approach to Gil Island, such data was available to the deck
(navigational) watch.’
However, there is no indication whether the ECS display
screen was on or off, although the report notes that after the
incident, some deck officers complained that the ECS could not
be dimmed enough and that its brightness affected night vision.
One of the report’s recommendations instructs the vice
president, engineering, to ‘conduct a review of the illumination
of navigational equipment.’

Producing The Report

The definitive evidence of the ship’s course and speed was found
on the hard drive from the ECS computer. This was recovered
from the bridge by a remotely operated underwater vehicle
(ROV) in 1,400 feet of water on June 15, 2006. (This recovery
was a considerable feat.) BC Ferries’ Divisional Enquiry Panel
and other members of management were shown the track data,
reconstructed by TSB laboratories, on June 30. This report,
however, was only available publicly at the beginning of last
week.
BC Ferries’ management has expressed frustration that the
Fourth Officer (Karl Lilgert, who was on watch at the time of the
collision) and the Second Officer (Keven Hilton, who was at
lunch) have, on the advice of union lawyers, refused to testify to
the BCFS’s Enquiry Panel, but agreed to co-operate with the TSB
investigation. The QM, Karen Bricker, did co-operate with the
panel.
The two officers claimed that the company would not agree to
treat their testimony as privileged, and they would therefore not
be protected from future civil lawsuits. After the sinking, BC
Ferries had suspended both officers without pay; they in turn
had filed a grievance.
Late in the week of March 19, arbitrator Brian Foley
confirmed that they had a duty to testify, and disallowed their
grievance. Their refusal to testify was, he said, ‘a serious and
continuing act of insubordination’.
The final TSB report, BC Ferries’ disciplinary hearings, and
an RCMP missing persons report are still to come. 0
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

I

am writing this article on another very
rainy, wet blowy day in March. When you
read this however, I will be in Cuba!
Though, my life on Saturna is very satisfying
and burstingly full of variety (and presently
lacking in sunlight), I have long had a dream to
go to Cuba because it is so different in its culture
and natural history. What is it about Cuba that
causes the United States such apoplexy? How
will I survive when I have had my fill of rum and
cigars? What about all that supposed dancing
and music? What is poverty and what is poor?
I’m glad I speak Spanish; I’ve heard praise and
criticism about how the country conducts its
business, so I can watch and I can ask. I’ll be
back in two weeks full of new images and
thoughts—ready to plant peas and lettuce and
jump back into Saturna life!

Hitting The Ditch

band ‘Swing Shift’ came over to Saturna to help
us celebrate the 74th anniversary of the very
first dance held in the newly built Community
Hall. The Saturna Women’s Club put on a
splendid spread of appetizers, Grant Dickey
manned the bar, and Paul White was creator of
all the music arrangements.
The floor was packed and people danced
and danced to big band music. Vocalist Sue
Newman, besides having a splendid voice, was
very lively in her presentation. The hit of the
evening for me was watching our very own tap
dancing dynamo, Wes Knapp, dancing with
Sue. It is the closest I will ever come to Fred
Astair and Ginger Rogers in the flesh!
Led by bandleader Monik Nordine, the band
consists of stellar highschool students and
accomplished musicians. There were a lot of
great break-out solos to wow the dancers and
audience. Revered and notorious, Gulf Island
Secondary School biology teacher Dave Astil
played splendid saxophone and enjoyed talking
to some of his ex-highschool students during
the intermissions.
Finally the dancing stopped after ‘just one
more song.’ The band packed up, the audience
quickly put away the chairs, broke down the
tables, collected cups and plates, swept and
vacuumed, finished cleaning the kitchen,
washed the floor, turned out the lights and went
home, filled with the energy of a delightful
evening.

Sewage infraction charges approved
In October, a North Vancouver judge
approved a similar private prosecution against
the GVRD and the Province, over the Lions
Gate treatment plant. Both Iona and Lions Gate
use only primary treatment methods.
Environmentalists and fishermen are calling
for a timely, expedited upgrade to nothing less
than secondary treatment for both plants.
‘By continuing to delay much needed
sewage treatment upgrades at Iona, the
Province and GVRD are allowing the ongoing
pollution of the marine environment,’ said
Christianne Wilhelmson of Georgia Strait
Alliance. ‘The GVRD is lagging behind the
industrialized world in its approach to sewage
treatment and with 2010 not far away, it’s time
for a progressive plan for our sewage, not more
delays.’
‘The Iona outfall is near the mouth of the
Fraser River, home to some of North America’s
most significant salmon fisheries,’ added David
Lane of the T. Buck Suzuki Environmental
Foundation.
‘The Court’s decision is the first step towards
holding accountable those who pollute fish
habitat.’0

On March 22, a Provincial Court Judge
approved the charge laid against the GVRD and
Province of BC for alleged pollution offences at
the Iona sewage treatment plant. The charge
was laid by environmental investigator Douglas
Chapman, who is represented by Sierra Legal
and supported by the T. Buck Suzuki
Environmental Foundation, Georgia Strait
Alliance and the United Fishermen and Allied
Workers Union-CAW.
At a court hearing two weeks ago, Judge
Chen heard evidence from Chapman that toxic
effluent is being pumped from the Iona plant
into the Strait of Georgia. Judge Chen has
agreed that there is evidence that the province
and the GVRD may be violating the federal
Fisheries Act at the Iona sewage plant. The
decision sets the stage for this private
prosecution to go forward to trial.
Sierra Legal staff lawyer Lara Tessaro said,
‘We are pleased that our second prosecution
against these sewage polluters has been given a
judicial green light. We hope the federal
government will support our private
prosecutions and force these polluters to stop
pumping toxic sewage into BC coastal waters.’

Ms Bronwen Thomas, who has a cabin on
Saturna and spends most of her summer here,
contacted me to extend her thanks to all the
community members who came out of the store
and helped her after she had driven her car into
the ditch. Quick and thorough consideration
was given to the situation, a backhoe was found,
the truck pulled out and checked out for safe
driving. Bronwen, herself, was encouraged and
supported and offered a glass of scotch in case
her nerves were rattled. She was grateful for
such generous and kind assistance. It takes
quite a bit to offset the indignity and fright of
BC Ferries Is Listening!
driving your truck into the ditch in front of the
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SATURNA, please turn to page 7
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Mudge Island: Oceanfront, 3 bed / 2 bath
home, sep. studio, sep. great workshop,
boat included, easy access to oceanfront,
minutes to Nanaimo by boat, all day sun.
LiRead.com/1525.htm $599,000

Galiano Island: Oceanfront retreat at
Phillimore Point, S/SW/W exposures,
kayak to marina, store, & café, access to
shared dock. Just move in & enjoy!
LiRead.com/1526.htm $1,490,000
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BC Housing at 604-433-2218 in the Lower Mainland
Wise Island: Oceanfront lot, sunny
S/SW/W exposures, access to cooperative water system, just minutes to
Montague Harbour & marina, lovely
water views!
LiRead.com/1376.htm $295,000

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping
panoramic oceanview, S/SW/W
exposures, 3 bedroom modern home, in a
prestigious area. Superb!
LiRead.com/1405.htm $$859,800

Mayne Island: Oceanview, turn of the
20th Century character home, all day sun,
organic garden, superb well, dramatic
views of Miner‘s Bay, B&B potential.
Enjoy serenity!
LiRead.com/1503.htm $869,000

Salt Spring Island: Lake & mountain
views, 3 beds, 1000+ ft of decking, fully
fenced property, forest & meadow mix.

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

LiRead.com/1476.htm $399,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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www.bchousing.org
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Christa
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INT’L AIRPORT
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in Sidney, Victoria & north of the
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www.islandtides.com
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Caravan to Cuba

The 18th Friendshipment Caravan to Cuba kicks-off this year on
Canada Day, Sunday, July 1 at the Peace Arch border crossing,
south of Vancouver, and at other Canadian locations. Caravan
buses, trucks and ambulances will travel on fourteen routes
across the United States to talk about misconceptions about the
Cuban nation and its people, to protest the US trade embargo
against Cuba, and to assemble tons of much-needed aid items.
On Salt Spring Island, local organizers have already been
busy collecting goods for the caravan and fundraising.
Volunteers are needed to help at the Saturday Market table from
now till June. Help will be also be needed in collecting
contributions and packing donations to be shipped on one of the
buses from the Peace Arch to Tampico, Mexico and then by ship
to Cuba along with the tons of contributions from across North
America. Volunteers with trucks or vans to take the aid to the
Peace Arch border crossing will also be needed.
Local supporters are eager to invite any Islanders interested
in travelling on this year’s Caravan to Cuba as caravanistas to
contact them. ‘It is truly a wonderful social justice travel
adventure,’ said Tanya Lester, who went as a caravanista last
year. ‘I would classify so many of the experiences I had as being
once-in-a-lifetime. People of all ages and racial backgrounds
joining together to support the courageous Cubans.’
For more information, to volunteer or to make donations,
please contact Lou Ellis at 250-537-5075, Tanya Lester at 250538-0086 or email: t_lester@ yahoo.com. For more details on
the Caravan to Cuba go to www.pastorsforpeace.org/. 0

INCOME

DIFFICULT TO PROVE?
ASSET RICH BUT CASH POOR?

My 30+ years of banking experience
can get you bank rates O.A.C.
VERICO SELECT MORTAGE

205-1497 Admirals Rd, Victoria

BRUCE MACLEOD

Mortgage Consultant

bruce.macleod@vericoselect.com
Bus: 250.483.1380
www.alexandermacleod.com
Cell: 250.514.7007
www.vericoselect.com
Toll-free: 1.877.262.7888

Editorial: For the people…

W

e may appear to complain much about government. It
is time that we remind ourselves what government is
for.
Democratic government, no matter how imperfectly realized,
is at heart a humanitarian concept, for the benefit of people.
But we have seen the election of governments which deny
their responsibility for the welfare of citizens and communities,
and seek to entrench their power in order to favour ‘the
economy.’ Policies and actions are evaluated through the single
soulless lens of ‘economics;’ their implementation is pursued
through the crude instruments of tax measures and
deregulation.
This narrow ideology is used to rationalize patterns of
political deception and moral blindness, amplified by complicit
media. The eventual result is a toxic combination of public
complacency and despair.
A ‘healthy economy’ is just one of government’s objectives,
measured by just one ‘bottom line’. Its apparent simplicity is
deceiving and seductive but it is only one concern among many.
In Canada, our expectations of government tend to
concentrate on our human safety net: the assurance of basic
levels of food, shelter, health, education, and, more recently, the

Readers’ Letters
Golf In Common

Dear Editor:
Welcome to Gabriola! It was nice to hear news from the other
islands. We are bound by our way of life and have so much in
common.
For your information, the golf clubs of Pender, Galiano,
Gabriola and Salt Spring have formed an association for the
exact reason that we have much in common and it makes lots of
sense to work together to improve our operation. If you are
interested in finding more information you can start by looking
at our common web site at: www.gulfislandsgolf.com
It could be the source of an article that would be of interest to
all of us.
Andre Lemieux, Gabriola Island

Well Hydrofracturing Regulation

Dear Editor:
Well hydrofracturing is getting some bad press lately.
Hydrofracturing technology needs to be used wisely, and
reporting should be required. However, as a well driller, I do not
feel that the rules regarding hydrofracturing should be any
different than those regarding the situating and pumping of
wells in general. This is based on the knowledge that one can
drill a well anywhere on one’s property (100 ft from septic), at
any distance from the ocean and pump it at any rate they
choose—subject to well yield of course. Drilling a well can be an
expensive and risky undertaking, and any new well or any
change in pumping of an old well can affect neighbouring wells
and, in fact, whole aquifers. Over-pumping of existing wells can
cause salt water intrusion, as can too many wells drilled in close
proximity to each other or in close proximity to the ocean.
So based on the above, it would seem unfair that, after a
property owner drilled a well which provided less water than
needed, or no water at all, he/she could be prevented from
employing a technology such as hydrofracturing from salvaging
what might otherwise be a very expensive disaster, on what
might be the only part of the property that a well can be situated.
In short, hydrofracturing is a tool in the well driller’s tool box,
which must be used with care and caution by professional and
reputable well drillers. Ultimately it is the well-users in any given
area, or on a given Island who will determine what load will be
placed on the local aquifers. Therefore it is up to all users to
ensure that this finite resource is used wisely; but it’s not fair of
those who have plenty to suggest that others should have none.
David Slade, Drillwell Enterprises

Challenge for April Beach Clean-up?

Dear Editor:
Can you, or any readers, tell me what is going on with the huge
derelict trimaran that is moldering on Mortimer Spit, South
Pender Island?
I can’t imagine what kind of Easter sunrise service can take
place over this plastic-covered wreck, located right at the tip of
the spit, where most of us go to enjoy our park.
Through the winter I believe it was the one anchored in a very
unsafe location just before the bridge on the North Pender side,
and obviously the high winds of winter ripped it from its anchor.
I don’t know whether it was towed to Mortimer or found its way
there.
It’s been there for several months and today as we crossed the
bridge we noticed large plastic tarps covering it, along with a
large motor home parked nearby.
I’d love an update. Is the owner now living on the spit while
he does his massive repairs (and they will be massive.) Will it be
outta there by summer? Are the authorities aware? No toxic
improvements going on; no fibreglassing or stuff like that, right?
Just need a little reassurance and information please.
Cherie Thiessen, Pender Island

Going Somewhere?
We s t C o a s t E s t a t e
Stunning 360 degree panoramic views encompassing the
Presenting the ocean, mountains & gulf islands. This immaculate home
very best... is exquisitely handcrafted in Yellow Cedar & exudes West
Coast charm & warmth. It flows through several levels ending in a rooftop observatory. Situated on 7.39ac of parkland
www.ianheath.net
privacy featuring an orchard, 3 ponds, walking paths &
several outbuildings. There is ample room for a small hobby
Ph . 2 5 0 - 3 84 -8 1 2 4
farm. This is the perfect escape for those wishing privacy and
tranquility. Proudly Offered at $875,000 MLS 206064
Pemb er ton Holmes Ltd.

quality of our water and our air. Government is mainly
responsible for providing some of these; for others, government
sets expectations and regulates to a greater or lesser degree.
But any advanced society expects government to move
beyond the basics. We seek quality in our lives: environmental
sustainability; care and maintenance of the commons;
trusteeship of the nation’s resources; cultural expression; the
creation and dissemination of knowledge; freedom from fear;
social, civil, and criminal justice; kindness, tolerance, faith,
beauty, and joy.
We seek truth.
We seek the opportunity and satisfaction of doing good in the
world; we seek pride in community and nation; and finally, we
seek to nurture our own democracy.
These are complex and sophisticated objectives, full of hope
and promise. Unfortunately, they are sometimes regarded as
obstacles to economic growth. They are not; they are more
important than economic growth.
And they depend on a fundamental task of government: the
protection of the weak and powerless from exploitation by the
strong and powerful.
So we ask: do our political leaders measure up? 0

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shaw.ca

North Pender Pool

Dear Editor:
When I was thinking of moving to the Gulf Islands from the
bustle of city living, I was considering either Salt Spring or
Pender. I was leaning towards Salt Spring—not because they
have a high school or better ferry connections or more social
activities. No, the big selling factor for me was that they were
getting a lane pool for laps, lessons, and aquafit classes.
You see, I love swimming. There are wonderful pictures of
me, at five, standing at the deep end of an outdoor pool, in my
faded green bathing suit, with my pudgy little-girl belly sticking
out proudly. I am frozen in time, holding my nose, just about to
jump in. Fast forward to age ten: I was on the swim club, and
spent two afternoons a week in the pool. (It’s true that I was
kicked off the swim club because I chatted more than I swam—
at the end of the lanes, while doing laps with the kick boards,
wherever there was someone within earshot.) Despite my
disgraceful end, I did compete in meets and perfected my front
crawl, which has stood me in good stead to this day.
In my 20s, I discovered swimming again, and used it to
balance my 40+-hour weeks staring at a computer screen. In
fact, I swam until three days before the birth of my first child, and
then got back in the pool as soon as I could afterwards, leaving
my son in his car seat at the end of my lane. I’d wave at him or
splash his feet and then turn around and do it again. His giggles
were my reward for every 50 metres that I swam.
So when I found out that Pender could be—would be—getting
an outdoor summer pool, that made all the difference, and I
became, almost immediately, a Penderite. The first thing I did
after unpacking was to go to the very first pool meeting, way back
in August of 2005. At the time, being a city girl, I thought that we
would just decide that the pool was a good idea, and—presto!—a
pool would materialize!
Since then, I have realized just how much effort it takes in a
small community to bring our big dreams to life. The pool project
committee, headed by Sandy Gauer, is a small but dedicated
group who share the dream of having a community pool on
Pender Island. They’ll tell you that swimming is a wonderful
form of exercise and therapy for all ages and an opportunity to
learn vital skills. Add to that the intangible things, like it feels like
freedom, it brings us closer to another world, and it just feels so
good, and you'll be closer to understanding why I, personally, am
so passionate about having a lap pool on Pender.
There is still a lot of work to be done in making this dream a
reality. There is money to be raised, events to be planned, and
physical labour to be done. There are also a number of activities
lined-up and in the works which will need enthusiastic attendees
to make them successful. There are no shortage of ways people
can help out, and the easiest way to get involved is just to call and
let the committee know you want to share the dream.
Esme Mills, North Pender Island

Out of Sight – Out of Mind

Dear Editor:
On March 6, the provincial government got it right by
introducing legislation to ban smoking in indoor public places,
on school grounds and to restrict where tobacco products are
sold. The best part of the legislation is the restrictions placed on
the display of tobacco products in retail outlets accessible to
youth under 19.
In 2005, the tobacco industry spent over $100 million dollars
nationally sponsoring promotional activities, such as point of
sale advertising that includes countertop displays and the wall of
tobacco products found behind the check out counter. Children
and youth are susceptible to advertising, and since over 80% of
LETTERS, please turn to next page

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)

MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Friday to Monday, April 6 to 9

Easter Weekend Daily Fun Swims —enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, toddler pool, swirlpool, steam, sauna,
and length swimming • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk
Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • 24–hour
Swim Info-line: 250-475-7620 or visit
www.saanich.ca • IN
VICTORIA

Saturday, Apr 7 till Sunday, Apr 22

Salt Spring Painters’ Guild Spring Show &
Sale–invites you to enjoy original paintings,
drawings and sculpture • Artspring, 100 Jackson
Avenue, Ganges • Opening reception: April 10,
7–9pm (free draw for Jack Avison watercolor),
Daily: 10am–5pm • Info: www.sspaintersguild.com
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri & Sat, April 13 & 14

Eric Bibb –beautifully realized and deftly
accomplished soulful folk-blues, and “a voice
to die for” • VICTORIA: April 13, Alix Goolden
Hall, 8pm, $28.50/ $25.50, 250-386-6121,
www.rmts.bc.ca and Lyle’s Place •
SALT
SPRING: April 14, ArtSpring, 8pm, $23.50,
250-537-2102 or 1-866-537-2102 • Info:
www.globalartsconcerts.com • IN VICTORIA
& ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, April 14

Sat, April 7 & Thurs, April 12, 19 & 26

‘Chocolates by Bernard Callebaut,’ a benefit for Pender’s
community pool– learn how to make chocolates from
‘Chocolate Brad’ and leave with yummy samples • Pender Island
Community Hall • 1:30pm & 3:30pm (20 people at each sitting) •
$15 per person. Tickets: Talisman & Southridge • Info: 250-6293669 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, April 8

Tango Paradiso– West Coast Music
Award nominees and one of Canada’s
premier composing ensembles
performing potent blend of tango, jazz
and modern classical • South Galiano
Community Hall • Cabaret seating (come
early) 6:45, concert 7:30pm• Tickets:
$25, Galiano Books or @ the door • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sunday, April 8

Earth Day 2007 Beach and Harbour Cleanup —help clean
up various beaches & bring back items to the ‘drop zone’ at the
community hall; prizes, earth day display, entertainment • Meet
at the Pender School, 10am • Clean-up 10am-noon; lunch noon2pm at the Community Hall • Info: Michelle 250-629-8377 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Pender Film Group Screenings For April
— SAT 7th:
Children of Men (2006, rated 14A, British); THURS 12th, The
House of Sand (2005, rated 18A, Brazil); THURS 19th, Who
Killed The Electric Car (2006) with animated short film
The
Danish Poet (Canada); THURS 26th, The Lives of Others (2006,
rated R, German) • Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by
donation • Info: www.penderislands.org, click ‘events’ • ON
PENDER ISLAND
8th Annual South Pender Easter Sunday Art Walk—walk,
cycle or drive to visit 13 artists’ studios and see the work of 15
artists; paintings, folk art, glass jewelery, woodturning, stained
glass and more; maps available at each studio—watch for the
yellow balloons • Noon to 5pm • Info: Susan Taylor 250-629-6661
• ON SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
‘The Spring Debut & Tea’ —Canadian
Pacific Ballet’s first regional tour: romantic
& classical ballet at its finest, featuring
excerpts from Swan Lake, La Flute
Magique, Dying Swan and many others,
meet directors & company members •
ArtSpring Theatre, Ganges • 1pm & 4:30pm
• Tickets: $20 plus service charges, 1-866537-2102 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Wed & Thurs, April 11 & 12

The Smothers Brothers Show –comic
icons Tom & Dick still arguing over who
Mom liked best, their material as hilariously
fresh as ever •
NANAIMO: April 11, Port
Theatre, 7:30pm, $51, 250-754-8550,
www.porttheatre.com • VICTORIA: April 12,
McPherson Playhouse, 8pm, $48 +s/c, 250386-6121, 1-888-717-6121, www.rmts.bc.ca •
Info: www.globalartsconcerts.com • IN
NANAIMO & VICTORIA

Thursday & Friday, April 12 & 13

Housing Solutions for Small Communities Conference —
information and empowerment for tackling the serious concern of
housing in small communities, presented by the Hornby Island
Economic Enhancement Corp • Hornby Island Community Hall •
Info/registration (billets available): ceec@telus.net, 250-335-1155
• ON HORNBY ISLAND

Thursday April 12

‘Hydro-lodge-ical Design: water solutions for rural
housing—a day-long workshop with Ed Hoeppner exploring an
integrated approach to on-site water management on rural
properties • 10:30am-4:30pm • Advance registration: $60 ($75
with lunch) • Info: ceec@telus.net • ON HORNBY ISLAND

April 13, 14, 20 & 21

Allison Crowe's ‘This Little Bird’ — ‘Treat yourself to one of
the mightiest talents on the singersongwriter scene today,’ says
JoniMitchell.com’s Bob Muller •
MAYNE:
Friday, April 13, Agricultural Hall, Tickets:
Tree Frog Gallery; COURTENAY: Saturday,
April 14, TheatreWorks, Tickets: Alley Cuts,
Blue Heron Books, Laughing Oyster
Bookshop; GABRIOLA: Friday, April 20,
Community Hall, Tickets: Artworks;
QUADRA: Saturday, April 21, Community
Centre, Tickets: Hummingbird Office & Art,
Quadra Crafts, Music Plant • Info: 250-537-1286,
www.allisoncrowe.com • ON MAYNE, GABRIOLA, VANCOUVER
& QUADRA ISLANDS

LETTERS from previous page
all adult smokers start before the age of 18, this makes
advertising restrictions so important. Further, smokers who
have recently quit will no longer have the last minute trigger of
buying cigarettes when they go to pay for their retail items. The
‘Out of Sight–Out of Mind’ concept is very important.
There are aspects of the legislation that could be
strengthened, such as a ban on smoking on patios and sales in
pharmacies, however, the Heart and Stroke Foundation of BC &
Yukon and the BC Lung Association, which make up the Clean
Air Coalition of BC, want to congratulate the provincial
government for taking these positive steps to improve the health
of British Columbians.
Jack Boomer, director, Clean Air Coalition of BC

New Schedule A Trial For Southern
Gulf Islanders

The following letter was sent to Chris Frappell at BC Ferry
Services and copied to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.

Dear Sir:
I have received your dismaying trial schedule to begin in April
and attended the information meeting you hosted March 17 on
Galiano. As requested, I am forwarding to you the following
observations to outline the anticipated impact on business here.
First to clarify the business: the Woodstone Country Inn is
not a B&B but a commercially licensed country inn. It has 12
hotel-style guestrooms, a 40-seat licensed, fine-dining

Saturday, April 14

Saturday, April 21
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‘Resort regions’ a sleeper in
new legislation

A number of Kootenay-based environmental groups have joined
forces to oppose a piece of proposed provincial legislation which
they say could jeopardize the right of local residents to decide on
a widely-opposed ski resort/real estate development in the
Jumbo Valley, near Invermere.
Over 1,400 members of the Jumbo Creek Conservation
Society (JCCS), along with Wildsight, the West Kootenay
Coalition for Jumbo Wild, the Valhalla Wilderness Society, and
the Nelson EcoSociety have been encouraged to write BC
Premier Gordon Campbell stating concerns with the proposed
Bill 11.
‘Tucked in the middle of what is otherwise considered a
highly regarded piece of provincial legislation, Section 15 of Bill
11 is an amendment to the Local Government Act, which would
allow the provincial cabinet to designate resort regions‚ and have
them attached to existing municipalities.
‘ As the term ‘resort region‚’ is not clearly defined, says Dave
Quinn of Wildsight, ‘and Section 15 also states a resort region can
be established by the provincial cabinet alone, the Bill is causing
serious concern amongst the groups—especially after the
provincial government previously promised the decision to
approve or deny the Jumbo Valley resort’s construction would
be left to the Regional District of East Kootenay. 0
"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

Sat, Sun & Tues, April 21, 22 & 24

The Celtic Tenors –three glorious voices from Ireland in a
concert overflowing with vitality and
variety from start to finish • VICTORIA:
Apr 21, Alix Goolden Hall, 8pm,
$29/$25, 250-386-6121 and Lyle’s
Place • DUNCAN: April 22, Cowichan
Theatre, 7:30pm, $29/$25, 250-7487529 • CAMPBELL RIVER: April 24,
Tidemark Theatre, 7:30pm, $29/$25,
250-287-7465 • Info: www.globalartsconcerts.com
• IN
VICTORIA, DUNCAN & CAMPBELL RIVER

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

Saturday, April 28

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

Saturday & Sunday, April 28 & 29

imagine
SALT SPRING

3rd Annual SGI Water Workshop: Water CULT (Climate,
Usage, Legislation, Treatment)— speakers on resilience to climate
change, groundwater legislation, district insurance, rainwater
collection, dual flush toilets, treatment and filtration, pumps and
maintenance; industry displays • Mayne School Gym, 535 Fernhill
• 8am-4:30pm • Pre-registration only, $20 • Info:
water@gulfislands.com • ON MAYNE ISLAND
Oceanside Garden Show —learn, shop & grow with us! Two
fabulous days all about gardening; visit indoor & outdoor booths
featuring seeds to trees, flowers & food, garden experts,
landscapers, furniture, art and more; daily workshops • Coombs
Fairgrounds, Ford Road • 10am–4pm • Info or to book exhibit:
www.oceansidegardenshow.com, Debbie Schug 250-954-7434 •
IN COOMBS

Fri, Sat & Sun, May 4, 5 & 6

Two Dances and A Reading —on Friday and Saturday
‘Repeating Distance,’ a dance about
ONDAATJE
walking in cities we love and how it
changes us; on Sunday Michael
Ondaatje will read from his new book
Divisadero • Dances on Newcastle
Island ; Reading at Malaspina
University Theatre • 7:30pm • Tickets:
Dance $20, Ondaatje $15 • Info:
www.crimsoncoastdance.org, 250-716-3230 • IN NANAIMO

Monday to Friday, June 4–8

Hypnosis Intensive Training Course —learn and practice
relaxation techniques, inductions, regression, self-hypnosis and
much more, class size limited • Location pending • 9:30am–4pm
• Fee: $700 for 5-day instruction • Deborah Mabee C.H.
Instructor, 250-360-0447, www.islandhypnosis.com • ON
PENDER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT! islandtides@islandtides.com

SALT SPRING
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

A SPEAKER SERIES

Guy Dauncey
‘The Great Climate Challenge:
Practical Solutions for Salt Spring’
APRIL 19

7:30 - 9:30pm
Community
Gospel Chapel
FREE
Sponsored by I-SEA
Salt Spring’s Institute for
Sustainability, Education & Action

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

restaurant/lounge and a meeting facility. It is more in the nature
of a small hotel with the operating regulations, licensing,
infrastructure and tax burden to match (GST and room tax
collecting and reporting are obligations not shared by B&Bs).
Woodstone caters mainly to tourists and therefore the impact
of a poor ferry schedule will be proportionately greater and in
some ways different than for a private householder offering a
bedroom in their home. This is not to belittle the importance of
B&Bs to our inn—they are a source of dining room business.
Here are the drawbacks of the trial schedule:
1. The bulk of our traffic year-round is weekend visitors for a
Friday/Saturday night stay, and in the off-season this segment is
often the only business we see. Arriving exceptionally late in the
evening on a Friday offers little value for money and therefore no
incentive to make a 2-night stay here since there will be no
possibility of either leisure time or dining on arrival. A one-night
stay lacks sufficient return for the associated expenses involved.
2. If our own guests cannot reach the Inn in time to enjoy our
fine dining restaurant on a Friday, neither can guests of local
B&Bs whose difficulty with this schedule will be the same as our
own. This will have a severely detrimental impact on our
restaurant business.
3. Most weekend guests make use of the early departure on
Sunday back to the Mainland. Many complain about this but the
late afternoon ferry means they arrive home too late for
LETTERS, please turn to page 10

• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net

A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com
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Island Cars
Patrick Brown
In the Islands we have a class of vehicles known as ‘island cars,’
also less politely called ‘beaters.’ Half of them are, of course,
pickup trucks. How can you tell when your vehicle has become
an ‘island car’? Here are some features of the breed.
1. You can leave it parked by the ferry terminal for months
and months and not only will nobody steal it, they won’t steal
any parts off it, in fact they won’t even siphon gas from it (but
that doesn’t matter because everyone knows it never has enough
gas in it to be worth the effort).
2. It always starts, except when it doesn’t, when you either
throw it away or you don’t. Actually, you can’t throw it away
because it costs money to get it off the Island, and there’s no
place to dispose of it on the Island, except in your own backyard,
and that’s already occupied by your last couple of Island cars.
But that doesn’t matter, because they provide shade for the deer
in the summertime.
3. You hardly remember what colour it is under all that mud.
It has a mossy, greenish sheen, except where it’s rusty. It doesn’t
matter, because you can’t get paint in that colour anyway.
4. They don’t make tires in that size any more, but that
doesn’t matter, because a new tire would cost more than the car
is worth.
5. It leaks, so it’s damp and smelly inside. It may have plastic
on some windows and clear sealant in a few places. And as soon
as the sun shines at home you open all the doors and windows to
help it dry out.

ISLAND CAR FOR SALE:

1985 Blue Volkswagen. Only 50 miles. Only first gear and
reverse ever used. Never driven hard. Original tires. Original
brakes. Original fuel and oil. Only one driver. Owner wishing to
sell due to employment lay-off.
6. It’s a Ford … or it might be a Chev—you forgot and the
badge has fallen off. Anyway, it doesn’t matter, because maybe
it’s a Datsun or Toyota.
7. You parked it somewhere, got a ride and haven’t got round
to remembering where you left it. Anyway, it doesn’t matter,
somebody will call to remind you.
8. It runs best in the summertime because the windshield
wiper doesn’t work. That doesn’t matter, except in the winter,
and then only when it rains. And sometimes it doesn’t rain, so it
doesn’t matter.
9. The headlight has aimed itself at the ditch. But it doesn’t
matter, because the headlight is no use in the daytime anyway.0

Garry oak ecosystem restoration and butterfly recovery
Nicole Kroeker

Gulf Islands’

• Ties Like a boat
• Dock or buoy
• Launch in seconds
• Solar charging
• Remote-controlled

P

arks Canada is actively working towards the recovery of
several rare and endangered butterfly and plant species
associated with Garry oak ecosystems. Several areas
within the national parks have been assessed and five potential
sites identified for Garry oak ecosystem restoration and butterfly
recovery. These sites, still at the exploratory stage, include East
Point on Saturna
Island, Tumbo
Island, Anniversary
Island, Brackman
Island and Eagle
Island in Sidney
Island Lagoon.

uts Blue
your
where it will work hard for you!
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sites over the next
Date: Aug 25/06
few years may
include removal of
invasive exotic plant
species; assessing
and establishing
native plants that can
provide food for
these rare butterflies;
TAYLOR’S CHECKERSPOT
establishing
vegetation monitoring plots; and installing temporary fencing to
keep out browsing animals such as Black-tailed deer.

An additional small islet, near D’Arcy Island, has been
proposed as a site for the establishment of Golden paintbrush, an
extremely rare plant species in Canada, to assess whether it will
grow effectively to become a food source for the endangered
butterflies.
Prior to beginning any on-site activities, plans must be
developed to determine
methods for ecosystem
restoration and for
raising and relocating
rare plants and
butterflies. These plans
are then subject to the
environmental
assessment process.
Garry oak ecosystem
restoration and butterfly
recovery efforts are
expected to commence in
summer 2007. Most of
the work this year will be
in planning and setting
up the project.
An update on the
progress of the Garry Oak
Ecosystem Restoration and Butterfly Recovery Project will be
available in fall 2007. 0

FERRY FARES from page 2
By June 30, the provincial government is to decide if it wants
to modify the Coastal Ferry Services Contract between BC Ferry
Services Inc and the government to reflect revised contributions
for the new term, and possible changes to service levels.
On September 30, 2007, the Commissioner is to have
reviewed any changes to provincial contributions and service
levels, and will issue new fare caps, which will determine the
fares to be in effect from April 1, 2008 to March 31, 2012.

Ferry Advisory Committees

Coastal communities are represented by Ferry Advisory
Committees, which are set up for the routes serving from Haida
Gwaii in the north through to the Southern Gulf Islands that
require support from the province (all routes except the three
main routes between Vancouver Island and the Mainland).
The FACC will bring to the Minister suggestions for how the
province can contribute to keeping ferry service affordable while
maintaining BC Ferries’ sustainability.
‘Ferries are an essential transportation link,’ says John
Sprungman of Cortes Island. ‘They are an integral part of British
Columbia’s highway system. Coastal community viability and
provincial tourism depend on ferries being affordable.’
Ferry-dependent communities add to the economic wellbeing of British Columbia through tourism, resources and small
font
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Local Ferry Advisory Committees
Denman-Hornby: Tony Law: ceec@telus.net, 250-335-1155
Bowen Island:
Terry Cotter: tcotter2@telus.net,
604–947–0843
Quadra-Cortes: John Sprungman: 250-935-6332,
sprungman@twincomm.ca
Thetis-Kuper:
Ian Ralston: pas@pacificcoast.net,
250–246–4774
Gabriola Island: Andre Lemieux: andre.lemieux@shaw.ca
250-247-9889
Gambier-Keats: Joyce Clegg: jaclegg@primesignal.com,
604–886-2763
North and Central Coast:
Steve Smith:
ssmith@cresthotel.bc.ca, 250-624-1974
Northern Sunshine Coast:
Greg Aivazoff:
histump@yahoo.ca, 604-485-0045
Salt Spring Island: Bob Jones: 270ltd@saltspring.com,
250–537-5514
Southern Gulf Islands:
Dave Dryer:
innonpender@cablelan.net, 250-629-3353
Southern Sunshine Coast:
Jakob Knaus:
falconjk@telus.net, 604 885 7793
Sointula-Alert Bay: Jo Mrozewski, jo@runninglight.ca,
250–974-9913. 0
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Littoral: Tales From the Georgia Strait ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Ladysmith Harbour Development
Talks On-going

It’s not yet a done deal. No sir. Mayor Rob Hutchins is still
negotiating with First Principles Development Group. At issue is
the messy problem of the harbour itself, as
Island Tides has
previously reported. Coal slack and wood waste lie on the muddy
seabed, which is exposed at low tide, and according to some,
smells pretty awful. Hutchins says if it takes time to do it right,
then he will take whatever time is needed. The public is unlikely
to hear more for a couple of months at the very least. Once the
mayor is ready, a full proposal will be released to the public.

Nanaimo Gets New Manager of
Community Planning

After a decade managing development for Ladysmith, Bruce
Anderson is moving on. Working his way up to prominence in
the Waterfront Area Plan, Anderson has been snatched up by
Nanaimo as their new manager of Community Planning. Calling
his years as manager of Development Services an ‘opportunity to
work with such a terrific and committed group of people here in
Ladysmith,’ the Nanaimo position is a ‘really good career
opportunity.’ Anderson plans to commute from his home in
Ladysmith to his new job. Ladysmith is now looking for his
replacement.

Chemainus Lake Ready For Anglers

Hundreds of rainbow trout were released into Chemainus Lake
on March 22, in time for spring fishing. Locals can catch the
trout, which are sterile, and eat them as soon as rod and reel are
unpacked from winter storage. Every year, the Freshwater
Fisheries Society of BC stocks almost 1,000 lakes and streams
across the province with more than 50 different types of trout,
char and salmon specifically for folks who like to fish. The aim of
the society is not just to develop fishing opportunities, however;
it also protects wild fish populations. Biologists and anglers work
alongside the non-profit society with this goal uppermost, in
partnership with the provincial government. It delivers the fishstocking program as well as provides conservation fish culture
services that support steelhead and sturgeon recovery programs.
As well, the society is responsible for the promotion and
marketing of freshwater fishing throughout British Columbia.

Parksville, Qualicum Shows Off
Stream Restoration

Still on the subject of fish—politicians and conservationists,
including representatives of Pacific Salmon Foundation, swung
through Fanny Bay, French Creek and parts of the Englishman
River on March 23 to admire stream and ‘fish-friendly’ habitat
restoration sites. Sean Wong, a project coordinator for the

Ministry of Transportation explained to the assembled crowd
how excavation work, channel modification, water control and
clean-up will prevent future road flooding. At the same time he
emphasized that the projects ‘have restored some of [the] yearround habitat.’
Meanwhile at the Canadian Museum of Nature in Ottawa,
Douglas Cressman, CEO of Trout Unlimited Canada said,
‘Protection and restoration of aquatic environments and fish
habitat are complicated undertakings, requiring many good
hands and minds and a richness of perspectives. Working
together on key initiatives we can make significant gains in
conserving and protecting clean cold water for fish and people.’
Cressman spoke in response to the March 26 signing of what
Loyola Hearn, Minister of Fishers and Oceans, called ‘an
important and unique agreement’—a coalition of nine major
conservationist NGOs to achieve better conservation and
protection of fish and fish habitat. Among the coalition members
is the Pacific Salmon Foundation.

Recovery Centre Falcon Missing

Bobby, a Saker Falcon, has been stolen from The North Island
Wildlife Recovery Centre in Errington. It looks like the falcon
was taken by a person, or persons, who knows the value of the
bird. There is a considerable black market in the sale of rare and
exotic—and illegal—birds and animals.
Whoever stole Bobby, also broke into the cage housing Bardo,
a Barred Owl. Luckily he was not inside at the time. The birds,
beloved by staff at the NIWRA, who are reportedly ‘devastated’
at the break-in, were used for educational purposes. Bobby was
also in process of training as a falconry bird. He was banded and
wearing straps that hook onto a handler’s gloves the night he was
nabbed.
Robin Campbell started North Island Wildlife Recovery
Association in 1984, after she found a Great Horned Owl tangled
up in a neighbour’s fence. The owl, dubbed Spirit, was the first of
many casualties that ended up at her refuge. The facility is
supposed to serve the North Island, but has been sent animals
from as far away as Saskatchewan. It has developed expertise in
dealing with oil spills and wildlife rehabilitation. Some of its
short-term residents have been bears, wolf, cougar, deer and
eagles. The society provides educational programs for the public
and school children.
If you see Bobby the Saker Falcon, or know anything about
his disappearance please call Robin Campbell at 250-248-0845
or the RCMP at 250-248-6111.

Duncan Business Club May Close

Every year the Business Professional Women’s Club of Duncan
hands out bursaries to deserving students. This year, the club’s
LITTORAL, please turn to page 9

SATURNA from page 3
alternative to leaving Tsawwassen terminal at 4:10pm for the
next three months. We can catch a sailing to Galiano at about
8pm, transfer there onto the Mayne Queen, stop at Mayne and
then get to Saturna about 10:45 or 11pm. This means that people
who work in a normal world of 8-to-5 (with or without children)
will have access to their cabins and homes and can utilize our
B&Bs, stores and eateries. Folks are going to have to be darned
determined to get here because they won’t be in their beds before
11:30pm!
In the BCFS community information sessions, many people
put time and effort into presenting candid, thoughtful
commentary and into making the ferry schedules jump alive
with faces and lives being lived that depend on reliable service
from Tsawwassen to Saturna—our Island highway no matter
what spin the executives care to put on it. Such respectful
TRUST DELEGATIONS from page 1
Interspersed in the above delegations, Walter Forstbauer,
Sandy Martin, and Barbara Geary, all owners of Forest 1 land on
Galiano, talked about their desire to be able to legally live on
their properties and the ways in which the current rezoning
options did not work for them.

communication coupled with the steady input from Ferry
Advisory Committee members, Val McMillan and Susan
McLarnon and past member Brian Hollingshead, helped BC
Ferries understand that our Island communities can suffer
significantly when access is made impossible or difficult for a
segment of Islanders. I am glad that BCFS acted appropriately.

Saturna Sings

Along with awesome accompanist Pam Dickenson, Cathy Lewis
will be back on April 28 & 29 for her third voice workshop Cathy
is a well known Victoria voice teacher and performer with many
years experience in conducting workshop and choirs. Everyone
is welcome, no singing experience necessary to join in this lifeaffirming experience to lift up your voice in song! For more
information contact Carole Campbell 250-539-5801.
Hasta La Vista! 0

change; and Ken Zakreski talked about the creation of a
transmitter site for Gabriola Radio.

‘A Place In The Islands’

Interesting, little-known information from Section 11 of the
Island Trust Act was brought up. According to presenter Harry
Lipetz, this Section indicates that Trust Council members can
override the autonomy of a Local Trust Committee by a twothirds majority and in some instances are legally obliged to do so
in upholding the Trust Mandate.

Another break in Islanders’ presentations was afforded by the
launch of ‘A Place In The Islands,’ a glossy, picture-book, howto guide for living on an island in the Salish Sea. This second
edition is a cross-boundary project with close neighbours, the
American San Juan Islands, funded from both sides of the
international border. The original 1995 book focussed on only
the San Juan Islands.
After the sessions, Galiano’s boating contingent was shuttled to
Silva Bay in the cars of a couple of much appreciated Gariolans.

A group of five more delegations from Gabriola were presented
between the Galiano ones. Trust Council is always an important
venue for showcasing current issues on the host island, often
issues with broader implications for the whole 13-island Trust
Area.
Often using effective visuals, Russ Congdon talked about the
vacation rentals on Gabriola; Erik Andersen spoke to Council the
effects of the controversial Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement between BC and Alberta which commenced
on April 1; Howard Stiff and Deb Scott talked about climate

Later in that same afternoon, Trust Council voted 15 to 9 to grant
the funds requested by Galiano’s trustees.
The next day, Trust Executive member Gary Steeves (North
Pender) introduced a motion to have the Planning Committee
review Section 11 of the
Islands Trust Act and the current
‘Islands Trust Policy Statement’ in regards to Section 11 and to
make recommendations to draft an administrative and
procedural bylaw consistent with Section 11 and which identifies
any new LTC procedures which it believes should be mandatory.
This passed unanimously. 0

The Sleeper - Island Trust Act: Section 11

Other Presentations

Motions
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Grants for Salt Spring’s
SWOVA
The Salt Spring Women Opposed to Violence and Abuse,
Community Development and Research Society (SWOVA) is
receiving $150,000 through a provincial Partners in Prevention
grant. Nine organizations are sharing in $1.2 million in funding
from this program.
SWOVA’s grant will be used for the ‘Widening the R+R Circle’
pilot project designed to prevent violence against women and
girls by engaging teachers and parents as new partners in
violence prevention. ‘Widening the R+R Circle’ aims are to:
create an experiential professional development workshop for
teachers; create a reinforcement toolkit for teachers; and,
develop an experiential workshop for parents.
Results of the Southern Gulf Islands pilot project may be
expanded to other BC communities. 0

Please send your 2007
Voluntary Subscription
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.25) to:

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!

Saving the world
one investment
at a time
For more than 20 years, the Pinch Group has
combined a passion for social & environmental issues
with the best practices of conventional investing.
The result: portfolios that you can feel good about
owning while still sleeping well at night!

(250) 405-2468 (Victoria) or 1-877-405-2400

Learn more about socially responsible investing at:
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Opening Space in a small community ~ Beverley Neff

S

aturna Island’s Community Gathering on
March 3 and 4 was inspiring. Fifty participants
showed up for a day and a half to explore
‘Living together on Saturna Island: Issues and
Opportunities.’ The participants were a rich mix of
full-timers, newcomers, part-timers and First
Nations. It was a wonderful surprise to see equal
numbers of men and women.
The Saturna Community Gathering was
supported by a grant-in-aid from the CRD and
convened in the Recreation Centre. Its organization
was ‘Open Space Technology’. Harrison Owen
created Open Space Technology in 1985 after
hearing feedback that a conference that had taken
him a year to put together was good—but the best
conversations happened during the coffee breaks!
Although most people at the Saturna gathering
were completely new to the methods of Open Space
Technology, in less than an hour they had posted 18
topics, which were explored in parallel discussions
during three ‘breakout’ times. At the end of the first
day people left smiling and excited about the work
they had done together, knowing that the notes they
had left on the computers would be presented to
them in the morning as a Book of Proceedings.
The next morning 40 people returned to read
their 30-page Book of Proceedings and move into
action planning. Ten invitations to action went up on
the wall. They were explored in two 45-minute time
slots. Detailed notes from most of those action plans
were emailed to the participants later that week.

Commentary About The
‘Open Space’ Meeting
In the closing circle people expressed gratitude for
the experience and delight with the process. Here are
some comments:
‘… You just facilitated a way for us to share our
ideas, made me comfortable, told me to honour
myself. It was a wonderful way to share with others
and work on constructive solutions.’
‘… What mattered most to me was meeting the
native people whose ancestors have lived here for
thousands of years…’
‘…The thing that stands out is that we are all
responsible for ourselves. This morning makes a
small step and it felt gracious.’
‘… This is my second open space and it gets better
each time. I got a lot from being here … biggest thing
is to remember that, in the future, things might not
runs as smoothly as they have here, but they can. It
is a valuable way of community members working
with each other.’
‘… I have heard a lot of talking—but no rumours,
I like that.’
‘… As one who is trying to spend more time here
and make this my home this was an easy time, there
was no pressure. It was so open and easy to throw
ideas around, helpful in becoming part of the
community.’
OPEN SPACE, please turn to next page, below

GOT EMPTY MILK
CONTAINERS?
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Rae Gertrude
Becker of Mayne Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region of fice for a
10-year
License of Occupation for
Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Pr ovincial Cr own
Land located in the vicinity of
Navy Channel.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1412950. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
#142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9
.
Comments will be r eceived by
ILMB until April 20, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments r eceived after this
date. Please visit our website at
www.afg.gov.bc.ca/clad/index.h
tml under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.
Be advised that any r esponse
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Fr eedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bur eau’s r egional
office.
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ZERO DEPOSIT PAID = ZERO DEPOSIT REFUNDED
PLEASE BRING ‘EM IN CAPLESS, CLEANED AND CRUSHED

DEPOT LOCATIONS
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 Narvaez Bay Road
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An Island
Meeting
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sketches by Shera Street

UVIC helps Islanders cope with disease

If you live on Vancouver Island and have a chronic disease, you can get some free help
from the University of Victoria.
During a free, six-week Chronic Disease Self Management course conducted by
UVic’s Centre on Aging, trained volunteers assist people, their families and caregivers
to access an array of tools to deal with the challenges of living with various chronic
conditions such as diabetes, heart conditions, arthritis, fibromyalgia, mild depression
and asthma.
In the next few months, courses are being offered at the following Vancouver Island
locations: Shawnigan Lake, Nanaimo, Duncan, Sidney and the Victoria area, For more
information, or to register call 1-866-902-3767 or visit www.coag.uvic.ca/cdsmp. 0

OPEN SPACE from previous page
‘… One of the great benefits of this circle is seeing people I
have known for years in a new light and new people generate
energy and possibility.’
‘… This has been a good experience. I have heard people talk
about possibilities and opportunities rather than problems.
Someone commented this community eats food and talks a lot,
but this community also tackles action!’
Word spread quickly after the event. There is surprise and
relief that the gathering has enriched the community and an
eagerness to use Open Space Technology again. Even people
who didn’t attend are pleased and excited that it worked so well.
Now Saturna has a shiny new ‘tool’ in its communication
toolbox. That’s just what organizers Judith Rees-Thomas and I
hoped would happen. It is a tool that other communities might
also find helpful.
Beverley Neff lives on Saturna Island and loves to ‘open space.’
bev@cariboolinks.com. For more
She can be reached at
information about Open Space Technology visit
openspaceworld.org or chriscorrigan.com. Readers can go to
Saturna’s community website (
saturnacan.net) for
documentation of this event and a link to more than 30 photos. 0
LITTORAL from page 7
sixty-third, may be the last time a mature student and a
graduating high school student will be so honoured. The grants
are worth $1,000 each. Since its inception in 1944, membership
in the club has declined from 80 to 7 members.
A drive to recruit more professional businesswomen failed to
bring new members. The aim of the club is ‘women helping
women’ in business or retired from business. The 2007 Irene
Hall mature bursary and the student bursary are open to any
Cowichan Valley woman seeking further education. Applications
for 2007 are still being accepted. For details call 250-746-3616.

Courtenay Welcomes Dogs But Only If …

Large or small, purebred or mutt, canine visitors are welcome to
Courtenay parks and walkways. But irresponsible owners will be
fined if they do not maintain harmony between their animals
and other park users. In a recent statement handed down by City
Hall, dog owners must clean up after their pet, using the bags
and doggy-doo dispensers provided. Yes, it actually says ‘doggydoo dispensers.’ Or you can bring your own.
You must keep your doggy on a leash at all times and never
allow him/her to enter any stream or pool. Stick to the trails and
most importantly, after that edict about the baggie and
dispenser, you must be sufficiently strong to hang onto the leash.
Guess the main concern is you control your dog. Or else! 0
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Updated CHS navigation manual

Discover investments
you can live with.
4.00%

The Sidney-based Canadian Hydrographic
Service (CHS) of Fisheries and Oceans Canada
announced on March 22 the publication of a
new edition of
PAC 200 General
Information—Pacific Coast (Second Edition,
2006). This volume is a compendium of
nautical, oceanographic and critical emergency
information required for safe navigation by
commercial and recreational vessels and is
intended for use with CHS charts and Sailing
Directions booklets. The previous edition of this
publication is now cancelled.
The new edition features updated
information on: shipping routes and port
facilities, Canada/US border crossing and
customs reporting requirements, aids to
navigation and electronic positioning, marine
information reporting, cold water survival,
natural conditions—meteorology, tides, currents,
waves and tsunami, and CHS publications.
LETTERS from page 5
convenience. Taken together the late arrival
and early departure mean a weekend on
Galiano is reduced to two nights but only one
full day. There are many other choices for a
weekend outside Vancouver that will be better
value and that don’t involve ferry travel at all.
4. If this schedule results in reduced traffic
to the Island, employment will be affected
immediately. Most businesses here are owneroperated, with work for extra employees
available based on customer demand.
5. Attendees at your meeting were invited to
submit statistics about the affects of this
schedule on their businesses and personal
schedules and were assured that BC Ferries
would be analyzing the performance of the
service during the trial period. While some
useful information may be gained in this way, it
will be important to note that for the most part
we will all be trying to identify and quantify
absence. There is a myriad of information
available to help travellers choose their
destinations without communicating directly
with me to hear the bad news about the ferry
schedule. I expect they simply won’t call. How
will anyone count them?
This is not to say I will not submit
information about our actual experience during
the trial period. In this regard, I would
appreciate knowing how this information will
be used and in what format submitted statistics
will best contribute to valid conclusions.
I look forward to your response concerning
the issues raised here and your planned
schedule for monitoring and issuing some final
outcome report.
Gail Nielsen-Pich, Galiano Island

90 DAY
CONVERTIBLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

A premium rate and
convertible any time.

4.00%
1 YEAR
CASHABLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

A great rate and the freedom
to cash after 90 days.

4.00%
3 YEAR
CONVERTIBLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

An outstanding rate
plus total flexibility.

Population Increase

Don’t lose sleep over whether to choose security* or flexibility for your
investments. Right now at Island Savings, you can get both with your
choice of three great term deposits†.
And when you invest with Island Savings, you’ll have the satisfaction of
knowing your money is working right here on the islands, making this
a better place – something else that’s easy to live with. So don’t miss
these great limited-time term deposits – come in and see why we say,
it’s good to be here.

Dear Editor:
It seems pointless for the Islands Trust to
address homelessness on the Islands without
looking at the root causes. Retirement and
foreign investment are altering the nature of
Island communities, attracting monied
interests which displace local long-term
residents and making it impossible to ‘preserve
and protect’ the Islands.
The Islands can be sustained at flat
population growth. Real estate should be
maintained at a constant level—under
community control—as it is on the East Coast of
Canada and in other countries.

The manual includes new diagrams and has
an expanded appendices section. A new
indexing system references the material by
chapter and paragraph number rather than by
page number.
This publication can be updated monthly
through information published in Canadian
Notices to Mariners
, available at
www.notmar.gc.ca. A free catalogue of CHS
Pacific Region charts and related publications is
also available.
The new edition is now available for
purchase from your local CHS chart dealer,
including Crown Publications which has
recently moved to 106 Ontario Street in
Victoria.
PAC 200 General Information - Pacific Coast
(Second Edition, 2006)’, The Canadian
Hydrographic Service (CHS) of Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, $19.95 plus tax. 0

Sue Hiscocks, Salt Spring Island

A Presentaion to Trust
Council

This was one of seventeen, 4-minute
presentations made to Trust Council at their
March quarterly meeting at the Haven By The
Sea Resort on Gabriola (see related story, p. 1).
Dear Trust Council:
Thank you for this opportunity to address Trust
Council. You are hearing today from several
Galiano Islanders about forest land-use
planning. You have already received in your
binder considerable correspondence on this.
We are asking for (funding) a full OCP
review. We want this review before a change is
made that would instantly add a dwelling as a
permitted use in the Forest 1 zone, without an
application-driven planning process and public
hearing. I believe that our concerns fit precisely
with the goals of Trust Council for this year’s
Budget.
• Strengthening our Ability to Protect the
Environment
Galiano pioneered the use of development
permits and voluntary covenants. Over a
decade of experience is yielding hard lessons.
For example: our Island has excellent mapping
information, but it is not in our OCP. At the
present time we are failing to protect water
recharge areas at higher elevations because
OCP map information is so inaccurate. With
22% of the Forest 1 land in upper elevations, we
cannot rely on development permits to protect
groundwater recharge as presently mapped. A
full OCP review will update this shortcoming.
• More Effective and Responsive
Governance
Nearly a generation has passed since our
last OCP review began. Young parents on those
OCP task forces are grandparents now. We
need to engage Galiano’s young people: they
want to tackle affordable housing and an island
economy that sustains their creativity and
imaginative self-support. To this generation,
the Forest 1 review is an argument between the
millionaires and the billionaires. We want an
inclusive society that values the place of all in
our community. A full OCP review will respond
to this need.
LETTERS, please turn to page 11

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
*Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defined by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
Interest rates subject to change without notice. †All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible.

BRENTWOOD 544-4041

CEDAR 722-7073

DUNCAN 746-4171

LADYSMITH 245-0456

MILL BAY 743-5534

CHEMAINUS 246-3273

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON 385-4728

LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631

SALT SPRING 537-5587

SHAWNIGAN 743-5395

WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070

MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476
WEST SHORE 474-7262

www.ISCU.com

For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd .
#6 – 1950 Government Street, V ictoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Read editions you have missed • Search our Archive by subject
Use individual ‘Reprint’ articles for easy emailing

www.islandtides.com
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AUTOMOTIVE

GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525
Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

4Road test by qualified
technician
4Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
440-point driveline
safety check

only

39
for cars

$

.95

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051

MALAVIEW

(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

ADVERTISE!
250-629-3660

Boxed ads
starting at $30

www.islandtides.com

FOR RENT

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER ISL AND LO NG TERM:
Very pr ivate, open co ncept li ving,
dining ar ea and k itchen, three
bedrooms plus de n/office, three
bathrooms–$950. Spectacular
views f rom alm ost e very w indow
are y ours in this spacio us 2+
bedroom ho me, the lar ge lo wer
area mi ght b e use d as a stu dio/
office/family room–$1300.
Licensed P roperty Mana gement
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

FOR SALE

Detoxification. Safely r emove
metals lik e me rcury, lead &
cadmium & oth er t oxins fr om y our
body. Tasteless, odorless, no side
effects. Call the De tox Qu een: 866465-3030

Writers’ Circle Workshops:
HOME Pender
& PROPERTY
SERVICES
BE PREPARED
FREE

COASTAL POWER
INSTALLS
GENERATORS
• Commercial Units
• Home Stand-Bys
• Sales, Service, Parts
AUTHORIZED
SERVICE DEALER
for

Turkish car pets and k ilims f or sale
on Galiano Island: Various colours,
sizes and pri ces. All are traditional
designs; hand-made w ith na tural
fibres and d yes. Gary and Barbar a
Moore, 250-539-2127
Baby Chic ks –Rh ode Island R eds,
Buff Or pingtons, Light Br ahmas,
Barred Rocks, 250-652-3345.
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes se wer g as co ming fr om
vent st ack. Canadian co mpany.
Follows all c odes. $79 inc ludes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
http://www.odorbegone.ca

COASTAL POWER
SERVICE LTD.
CALL 250-383-2536

Wood-Fired
Hot Tubs

REAL ESTATE

If y ou ar e lo oking f or Salt Spring
Real Esta te y ou sh ould use the
Ultimate P
roperty Sear
ch
www.escapetosaltspring.com Scott
Simmons Sutton Westcan Realty

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters

250-217-4488

Sat April 7th, 1–4 pm

2 bedrooms + den, 2 bath,
21ft vaulted ceilings, floor
to ceiling windows
250-629-9998
Charmaine Harris
RE/MAX (Mayne-Pender)

www.penderislandproperties.com

604.885.0646

alumitubs@telus.net

HELP WANTED

Caretaker r equired. Galiano Island,
galiano.gulfislands.com/cliffhouse.
Long-term posi tion a vailable. We
are lo oking f or a mat
ure,
responsible, reliable co uple w ith
B&B e xperience t o manag e th e
Cliffhouse C ottages. References
required. Call T eresa LaMontagna
604-253-1450 or treel@telus.net.

Flood relief for Port Renfrew and Cowichan Valley
In response to flooding on March 11 and 12 in Port Renfrew and
‘Electoral Area F’ of the Cowichan Valley Regional District, the
provincial government is approving financial assistance for
uninsurable property damages under the Disaster Financial
Assistance (DFA) program.
‘Heavy rainstorms caused many creeks and rivers to overflow
their banks,’ said John Les, Minister of Public Safety and
Solicitor General. ‘Local governments, businesses and
individuals are now dealing with the clean-up from the flooding,
and Disaster Financial Assistance is available to those who are
eligible.’
The DFA program helps eligible homeowners, residential

tenants, farms, small businesses and charitable organizations
when property is damaged by uninsurable disasters, including
certain floods and mudslides. The program covers up to 80 per
cent of an accepted claim over $1,000, to a maximum of
$300,000. In 2005, the government raised the disaster funding
assistance limit for eligible claimants from $100,000 to
$300,000.
Before applying for Disaster Financial Assistance, individuals
should check with their insurer to find out if their insurance will
cover the damages. Applicants for Disaster Financial Assistance for
this event must be received by June 19. Forms and more
information are available at www.pep.bc.ca or 1-888-257-4777. 0

LETTERS from page 10
• Better Advocacy about Island Issues with other Levels of
Government
Private Managed Forest Land remains a huge question for
Galiano, with 53% of Forest 1 lots in PMFL. The only answer thus
far is that jurisdictional conflict will have to be settled in court.
This is no time for hasty bylaw changes. A full OCP review will
push hard to remove the likelihood of litigation that would
endanger planning and finances.
• Stronger Bylaw Enforcement
On Galiano, a culture of flouting bylaws has arisen from weak
enforcement, inspiring a proliferation of illegal houses. Our
Local Trustee says he feels pressured by bylaw court actions
suspended during the Forest 1 review. This is no atmosphere for
considering a complex and far-reaching change in density. A full
OCP review is the established approach to allow the time
necessary to plan carefully.

• More Public Consultation Opportunities for Local and
Island Trust-wide Issues
You have heard Galiano Islanders begging for a more
thorough process. Community participation is the cornerstone of
democracy. Sometimes controversy arises when interests are so
strong and issues so complex that it is very challenging to see a
way to alleviate the pressures and turn turmoil into constructive
work. My community has the interest and respect necessary for
a thorough and responsible examination of our island’s future.
That is what our overdue and urgently needed OCP review will
do.
I ask you to reject the wasteful request for planning time and
budget to support a Forest 1 review. It contradicts your
2007/2008 Budget Goals. Thank you for seeking a way to get our
full OCP review underway.
Carolyn Canfield, Galiano Island 0

‘What is a
property worth
without water?’

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 1965
1-800-746-7444
SSI: 537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

MOVED
HOMES

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608

Come on in!

- OPEN HOUSE 36132 Galleon Way

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

www.mauisuncoast.com

MEETINGS

Specializing in…

PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

School Distric t #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular m eeting of th e Bo ard of
School Trustees w ill b e h eld at Gulf
Islands Se condary S chool on
Wednesday, April 1 1 co mmencing at
1pm. To v iew th e a genda f or this
meeting,
please r
efer t
o
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!
Pender W riters’ Circle Workshops:
Marketing Y our Writing/Other
Creations. Details: 629-2085 o r
email: tashbyrolls@cablelan.net.

WEATHERED WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!

JEWELTREE WOOD CARE
PROFESSIONAL, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY FINISH
AND RESTORATION FOR ALL YOUR WOOD;
SIDING, ROOFS, LOGS & TIMBER FRAMES, DECKS,
FENCES, WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT BEAUTIFUL
250-210-1178

WWW.JEWELTREEWOODCARE.COM

SPONSOR A "PAYPHONE LADY"
• Empower women in East Africa
to start their own micro-businesses
selling cell phone airtime to
the public.

Visit
www.globaltext.ca

• Your donation of C$97.72 sponsors
a woman with a mobile phone, a
sim card, airtime, promotional
materials and training on how to
run her phone business.

Tel: 1-250-592-5376
Toll Free: 1-866-592-3627 • Tax receipt available upon request.

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

What are your
options?

Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options

energyoptions@telus.net

4.95

TO

$189,900
7

ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

250-537-8371

364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET
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Gabriola interim medical centre underway

President Graham Miller and members of the Gabriola Lions Club present a cheque for
$20,000 to Fred Geater, the interim president of the new Gabriola Health Care Society.

In November 2006, as a result of growing
community interest, a Health Care Society was
formed on Gabriola (GHCS) to improve Island
health care delivery and interface with the
Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA).
According to the 2006 census Gabriola has a
population of 4,050.
A primary goal of the new society has been to
provide a facility that would house up to three
physicians and a physiotherapist, and provide an
Urgent Care Room that would be equipped for acute
emergency care so that patients could be stabilized
before being transported by ferry (or other means)
to hospital facilities in Nanaimo.
Recently, GHCS has been very active in public
consultation as plans unfold for an interim building
which will be followed, in 2-3 years, by a more
permanent facility. The Gabriola Lions Club has

pledged its full and ongoing support to the GHCS by
helping with the interim medical clinic. In February,
Gabriola Lions handed over a $20,000 cheque to
the society. In his remarks, Lions President Graham
Miller said that the Lions Club is ‘proud to support
this initiative and looks forward to playing further
significant roles through our fundraising efforts in
the future.’ On March 9, 2007 the Vancouver Island
Health Authority approved the equipping of an
Urgent Care Room on Gabriola. Construction of the
interim Health Care Centre will commence soon.
Lions Clubs International has recently
recognized the Gabriola Lions Club’s contributions
to international aid and the community of Gabriola
by presenting the club with the Outstanding Club
Award. 0

Commentary ~ Patti Bauer

Why You Should Change Your Power Consumption

M

any of us believe that BC Hydro is one of the cleanest
and greenest public utilities in the world. How then is
our electricity use contributing to greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions?
BC Hydro’s current supply of hydroelectric power is fairly
green, despite some environmental problems. The hydroelectricity dams are a great way to ‘store electricity.’ The dams
allow BC Hydro’s trading arm PowerEx to export hydropower

Why wait? Build green now!
CANADIAN WOODEN DOMES
Our domes are ideal for healthy
homes, inspiring studios, yoga centres
and tourist or recreational lodges.
• Eco-friendly &
Energy Efficient
• Unique, versatile
& aesthetically
pleasing
• Earthquake &
Hurricane
Resistant
• Simple & Quick
to Erect
• Cost Effective

For information:1-877-982-3322

www.canadianwoodendomes.ca
VISIT A FINISHED LODGE AT:
WWW.DomeQuixote.COM

Sidney’s wine Ubrew serving the Gulf Islands
Monthly Specials
available online or give us a call

A1- 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
250-656-1112
www.winebyyou.com

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

into the North American grid during the day when prices are
high. And at night, when prices are cheap, buy back ‘dirty’
electricity, produced by greenhouse-gas-rich methods—
generated mainly by burning coal or natural gas. This practice
integrates our electricity into the North American grid and
means that every kWh we save reduces the amount of fossil fuel
burnt to generate electricity.
In addition, BC Hydro has been a net importer of power for
the last five years to meet our growing demand. In the Gulf
Islands most homes have electric heat and hot water. Per capita
we use 20% more electricity than 10 years ago—another reason
to reduce our power consumption.
Demand for power is temperature sensitive and Vancouver
Island recently reached an all-time peak demand. By reducing
our electricity use at peak times of day during the fall and wintermornings between 7 and 9 am and evenings between 5 and 7:30
pm, we reduce BC Hydro’s need to purchase fossil fuel generated
power to meet peak demand. We can do our power hungry tasks
such as laundry and taking showers during off peak hours.

Metering & Off Peak Billing

Do we need ‘smart’ meters in our home that tells us what our
usage is? They are available for under $200 and will likely save
$100 or more per year in an average home. Do we need
electronic reminders to tell us to turn our water tank
temperatures down when we go away for a few days? Or do we
read it right here and make the changes now.
BC Hydro’s Conservation Research Initiative in Campbell
River bills residents based on time-of- day usage. People pay less
for their power during off-peak hours. We could take more
responsibility and do it ourselves. We know we need to conserve
during peak hours to eliminate the need to purchase fossil fuel
generated electricity.

Net Metering Program An Incentive to
‘Generate Yer Own’

Energy security is another important factor. Severe weather
events, symptomatic of climate change, have already caused
power outages across the province and have shown us that BC
Hydro cannot always be counted on to meet our power needs.
Producing our own power from local renewable sources is the
lead we could be taking. Under BC Hydro’s net metering
program any household producing 50 kWh or less can sell their
excess power to BC Hydro. BC Hydro will install free of charge a
net meter and purchase our excess power, at a rate of 5.4
cents/kWh (Residents pay approx 6.7 cents/kWh).
If we are planning home renovations, there are big

opportunities to reduce energy use, and grants are available to
help us do it.

Strange Quirks Can Help & Hinder

Over time, BC Hydro’s production capacity will change with the
impacts of climate change.
The huge torrents of rain last fall filled reservoirs enabling
hydro generators to produce at full capacity. As snow pack
declines, so may the generators’ ability to produce. On
Vancouver Island, lack of precipitation to fill reservoirs could
result in the need to buy power from fossil fuel sources, unless
new renewable energy comes on stream. Local renewable energy
strategies also lead to energy security.

Commercial Green Power Certificates

Last on the list of strategies to reduce our electricity GHG
emissions are Green Power Certificates, GPCs, for commercial
customers. Each GPC is worth 1 megawatt-hour (1,000 kWh) of
green power. The purchase price of a GPC is $15/MWH with a
minimum purchase of 30MWH equating to $450 per annum.
With 30 GPCs, a business could claim to be avoiding 10.8
tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs), equivalent to
taking three cars off the road per year. BC Hydro is currently
purchasing the full capacity of EcoLogo certified BC
Independent Power Producers. The inventory under the
program is not fully subscribed; in fact only 10% of the power
supplied under this program has been purchased through GPC
certificates so far.
BC Hydro is under contract to purchase all production from
these suppliers for 25 years. With the intention of increasing the
demand for green power, a business is effectively purchasing
‘bragging rights.’ Other than ‘bragging rights’ there are few real
GHG emission reduction benefits to GPCs at present, the green
power is already being generated, supplied into the grid, and
paid for. This could change if the GPCs were used to finance new
renewable energy projects.
In the race to combat climate change we have a wonderful
provincial resource in BC Hydro. Unfortunately BC Hydro no
longer undertakes new power-generation projects but contracts
them out to Independent Power Producers. This practice
eliminates our ability to develop new publicly-owned renewable
energy supplies and raises concerns about the types of projects
being approved, and the prices paid.
BC Hydro needs to hear from the people of BC on what we
expect from our power provider in the twenty-first century; it
certainly has the resources to be a world leader in new carbonfree renewable energy production. 0

Record visits to CRD parks
CRD Regional Parks is celebrating another year of record visits
to regional parks and trails. Over 3.5 million people visited a
CRD Regional Park in 2006, a growth of 3% over the previous
year. The increase can in part be attributed to the increase in
people living nearby parks as
SHORELINE DESIGN the region develops, especially
the Western Communities.
www.shorelinedesign.ca
In addition to the increase
in general park visits, Regional
Parks’ nature programs saw a
jump in participation of
almost 30%. These
environmental interpretation
programs include children’s

program, guided hikes, special events and nature centres. School
programs in particular enjoyed a surge of attendance in 2006,
with over 8,000 students, parents and teachers attending 210
programs during the spring and fall, a 55% increase over 2005.
‘These high levels of public use of our parks shows how
important natural spaces are to CRD residents and visitors,’ said
CRD Regional Parks Committee Chair Chris Causton. ‘It also
shows regional parks are offering valuable interpretive programs
that encourage respect for and love of this beautiful region.’
The most frequently visited park was Elk/Beaver Lake, which
hosted almost 2 million visitors in 2006. Other popular parks
include the Galloping Goose Regional Trail (over 650,000
visits), Thetis Lake (over 560,000 visits) and Island View Beach
(over 240,000 visits). 0

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400

FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Your Island Representative

Russ Anderson

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

• fully insured
• excellent
references
Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

www.bcboatsforsale.com
“Your online source for boats
for sale in B.C.”

