
Eight Canadian conservation organizations have sent a joint
letter to Minister of National Defence Peter MacKay urging
the navy to exclude training exercises from the critical
habitat of southern resident killer whales. The letter follows
the death of a young female orca in early February. A similar
letter has been sent to the US Secretary of the Navy by
eighteen US conservation groups.
The three-year-old orca, variously known as Victoria or

Sooke or L112, was one of the family ‘L-pod’, which is one
of the three groups of Southern Resident Community. The
whale’s injuries—massive blunt force trauma on one side of
the head and body—are said to be consistent with either a
nearby explosion or possibly the use of high-powered sonar.
It is currently suspected that she died as the result of US or
Canadian naval exercises of some kind. 
The whale’s carcass was washed up, on February 11, near

Long Beach, on Washington’s Pacific coast north of the
Columbia River mouth. Ken Balcomb, of the Centre for
Whale Research at Friday Harbour, San Juan Island, noted
that a necropsy of the head of L112, conducted at Friday
Harbour, and one conducted in Oregon, noted massive
damage to the whale’s brain and other vital organs on the
side where the trauma was experienced. He thinks that
death was immediate. ‘Half of the whale’s brain was reduced
to soup,’ he said. The Centre is working hard at unravelling
the mystery of L112’s death.
According to the letter to Minister MacKay, on February

6 the frigate HMCSOttawa conducted training exercises in
the Strait of Juan de Fuca south of Victoria. The naval
exercises are known to have included the use of mid-
frequency (MFA) sonar. 
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Happy Easter! 
Clockwise from top left:  Propeller Head by Derek Holzapfel;  Goat Love by Toby Snelgrove;  Young Ones at Meadowmist Farm by Toby Snelgrove;  Crocuses
near Nanaimo City Old Quarter by Lila Parks;  Boy with Lambs by Priscilla Ewbank;  Colouring Easter Eggs by Christa Grace-Warrick.

Orca death mystery–sonar or explosion?
Patrick Brown

At the intersection of terrestrial, marine and freshwater
environments, estuaries are one of the most productive
natural habitats. However, humans tend to build cities at
river mouths, damaging the estuarine ecology. But in
Nanaimo, Vancouver Island’s second largest city, plans are
underway to protect and restore the downtown estuary.
This is good news, considering reports suggesting that every
dollar invested in estuary restoration returns up to five times
that amount in economic benefits. 
Following recent encouragement from the federal

environment minister, the Mid-Island Sustainability and
Stewardship Initiative (MISSI) is continuing its work to
extend the boundaries of the recently proposed Strait of
Georgia National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA). 
MISSI’s goal is to include the Nanaimo River estuary and

waters off Gabriola Island in the NMCA. Federal and
provincial recognition of the estuary would promote the city
and region, generate major economic benefits for the mid-
island, and reduce the need for local taxpayer funding of
restoration efforts. A decision on boundaries will be made
within six months by Canadian and BC governments.
Currently looking to form a committee of interested

parties, MISSI is proceeding with outreach to the City of
Nanaimo, the Regional District of Nanaimo, the
Snuneymuxw First Nation and the Islands Trust. Other
stakeholders include the forestry, fishing and tourism
industries, and of course, the public. 

More derelict vessels pollute Island beaches
ORCAS, please turn to page 7

ESTUARY, please turn to page 2

Abandoned boats and boat wrecks are an ongoing concern
for Salish Sea communities, and recent storm surges have
only exacerbated the problem. Wrecked vessels are now
breaking up on the beach at Browning Harbour on Pender
Island, and many more tug at inadequate moorings in other
harbours, including Ganges on Salt Spring Island. 
At the time of writing, Transport Canada had issued a

removal order to the owner of three wrecked boats at
Browning Harbour beach. Another boat owner is reported
to be working on removal of his sailboat which is grounded
nearby. As it is stranded high on rocks (for the second time
in two years) it is likely to be a costly operation. 

Meanwhile, the beach is littered with dangerous debris
as the abandoned boats break up on the high tideline.
During spring break, a small girl visiting the island cut her
hand on the shattered windscreen of one of the boats while
walking on the beach.
Neglected, unsightly, inadequately moored, these boats

can also be dangerous.  Other boat owners are at risk of an
unpiloted boat colliding with their vessels. 
In the past, Transport Canada could have provided funds

for removal of derelict boats, but that funding has been
eliminated by the current federal government. 

DERELICT VESSELS, please turn to page 2



MISSI are not proposing to protect the entire harbour
front, but about one-third–a plan that complements the
2006 Nanaimo Estuary Management Plan report. ‘We are
trying to accommodate business interests,’ says MISSI
President Laurie Gourley, ‘because some have been there
for some time already with minimal impact.’
Gourley describing the experience of hearing the birds

during a walk or paddle in the estuary as ‘a treasure that we
haven’t really appreciated to date. We kind of forgot all that
is there.’ 
The Nanaimo River that feeds the estuary also provides

water for the entire region. There are the seven types of
salmon in the area, diverse marine life in the eelgrass beds,
and migrating birds use it as a stopover. Critical habitat
protection for so many species would benefit the entire
Salish Sea region through restored fisheries and increased
biodiversity.

And as for the people? The estuary is close to the BC
Ferries terminal and downtown Nanaimo, so Gourley says
it is a wonderful place for residents and tourists to visit.
The biggest challenge of the project is the non-profit’s

‘own capacity for outreach’, says Gourley. He expects it to
‘hit a point where it will achieve its own momentum though,
once enough interest groups are aware and involved.’ 
Interested parties are encouraged to join MISSI to

support including the Nanaimo estuary in the NMCA. Their
annual general meeting is in May. Visit
www.missimidisland.com.0
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Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands
9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you: 
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service

Constituency office open 
for public service 

10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, O.C., 
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

“
”

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues affecting your life. 
Please contact me if I can be of service. 
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My first convention experience was, to put it mildly,
memorable. I was 14 when my mom, an elected
delegate to the 1968 Democratic National

Convention in Chicago, decided to take me along so I could
see ‘democracy in action.’ It was not the experience she and
my dad had envisioned. 
We had been working for over a year in support of

Senator Eugene McCarthy and his campaign to unseat
Lyndon B Johnson and end the war in Vietnam. His
candidacy had led to Robert Kennedy entering the race. By
August and the Chicago Convention, Bobby Kennedy had
been assassinated, Lyndon Johnson had stepped down, and
his Vice President, Hubert Humphrey, accepted the help of
Mayor Richard Daley. 
I was supposed to be attending the convention with my

mother. She had paid for a family member pass, but after
one night of being allowed my ticket, all the McCarthy
delegate family passes were handed out to Chicago
municipal workers to wave ‘We Love Mayor Daley’ placards.
Downtown, on a sunny Wednesday August evening,
watching the sailboats on Lake Michigan, I was suddenly
caught in the ‘police riot.’ That was what the official inquiry
called it–a riot by the police. All my life I had been told, ‘If
you are in trouble, look for a policeman.’ In Chicago, all that
changed.
Well after midnight, my mom and the other Connecticut

McCarthy delegates got back to our hotel. They had
marched, holding candles, all the way from the convention
centre and back to downtown Chicago to protest the police
brutality. We were all hungry, so we went as a big group to
a restaurant that we heard was open all hours. 
Around 2am at the restaurant, my mom said we should

get to bed. She volunteered to take the two young sons of
friends, who were still having dinner, back with us. David
and Michael and my mom and I all held hands as we walked
along the empty streets. 
Before going to Chicago, the only thing my parents had

talked about as a possible danger was the threat of race riots.
That year, the US had experienced the Watts riots and other
inner city areas had been set ablaze. As we walked along
those dark streets in the wee hours, whenever we saw black
men sitting on the stoops in front of their buildings, they
just looked at us with sadness. On that hot August night, the
men we saw reassured us by giving us the peace sign. My
mom squeezed my hand and said, ‘Don’t worry kids. We
will be fine as long as we don’t see a policeman.’
That moment has defined much of my subsequent

political consciousness. My skin crawls whenever I hear
someone say that they don’t mind police surveillance
because they have nothing to hide. Why do I now react so
strongly at abuse of civil liberties, the intrusion of the state
into our use of internet, the expansion of militaristic
bravado in national ceremony? I think a lot of the reason
stems from watching a democratic society abandon civil
liberties to swing billy clubs into peace campaigners. I do
not see democracy and civil liberties as the permanent order
of things. I see them as precarious. 
My next convention holds no such fears. The Green Party

national convention will be held in Sidney from August 17-
19. I hope that many of those who supported my campaign
will register and attend. Greens operate by consensus. This
convention will focus on policy debates, workshops and
thought-provoking presentations. Among the resolutions
for debate will be the scope of possible collaboration with
other parties. 
We are opening on August 15 with the film called

Surviving Progress, which is based on Ron Wright’s book,
A Short History of Progress. Ron will be there to discuss
the themes of progress traps and the limitations of the
human brain to deal with the current threats to our survival.
I am looking forward to sharing our beautiful area with
friends and colleagues from across Canada, to strengthening
policies and to recharging batteries. To attend or volunteer,
please contact saanichgulfislands@greenparty.ca.  
Lastly, I write this just after the federal NDPConvention

wrapped up in Toronto. Many of my friends were there, and
a number of friends were leadership hopefuls. The NDP
have chosen the candidate with the least experience in their
party and the most experience in government. I have to
hope that Thomas Mulcair will soften his initial message of
non-cooperation with other parties. There is too much at
stake and the continuation of partisanship over all else will
(I fear) perpetuate the self-defeating nastiness of our current
political culture.
I learned in the crucible of one kind of politics. I have

emerged to work toward a new post-partisan approach. The
visceral sense of awareness of creeping oppression in
Canada makes me want to break old moulds and the
strictures of conventional political behaviour. In Question
Period, I tend to feel surrounded by bullies, but, I work to
change that culture. I keep working for peace. 0

Political Conventions: my first, my
next, and the NDP choice – Elizabeth May, MP
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Local governments such as the Islands Trust are
endeavouring to deal with the problem, but progress is
stalled while the Union of BC Municipalities and Transport
Canada survey local governments to ‘quantify’ the problem. 
One community group that has had success in

addressing the problem of abandoned boats is the Thetis
Island Marine Association, which developed a moorings
management plan in consultation with the local
community. Approved mooring buoys around Thetis will
be marked on official hydrographic charts.  
Too often, boat owners do not understand the conditions

of the area and the importance of installing a proper
mooring. In the absence of regulations, moorings of any
quality can be installed anywhere. Vacant moorings are
vulnerable, as are moorings that use inexpensive lines. 
The Pender Island Marine Association recommends that

boat owners check their moorings at least annually. It is also
important to consider the local environment. For example,
moorings at Hope Bay corrode much more quickly due to
the strong currents found there.  

One more reason to call Island Tides’ marine services
advertisers (on pages 3 and 11)! 0

DERELICT VESSELS from page 1

ESTUARY from page 1

< Did you appreciate this article? Send your voluntary
subscription today! Please see page 8 for details.  
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More daily flights home from the Mainland

Our Islands. Our World.
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or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com
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NANAIMO
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We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
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• Eight scheduled flights daily

• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada

• Departures from Seair Terminals at Vancouver Airport, 

Downtown Vancouver Harbour & Nanaimo Harbour

• Free Parking at Nanaimo Harbour & Vancouver Airport

• Free Shuttle to Main Terminal at Vancouver Airport

• Frequent flyer discounts

• Charter flights available to other destinations
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Bruce Nicholby • 604-885-5110

NEW!

WORLD LEADING BRANDS
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DOCK BUILDING 
COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES
E-Z BUILD DOCK KIT

MOORING & 
MARKER BUOYS

FOAM FILLED FLOATATION 
MOLDED & CUSTOM

• FLOATATION & FRAME HARDWARE
• LADDERS & BUMPERS
• CLEATS, DECKING & MORE

Our young friend visiting from Quebec says softly,
‘Green, it is so green!’ Back from afar are the
swallows, the turkey vultures and, some say, the

hummingbirds. Last weekend was so sunny and warm that
small flies hatched.

Community Babyshower
Saturna community was invited to a babyshower for Jen
and Patrick’s daughter Siobhan Dahl. Jen Danyliw and her
sister, Lexie, went to school at Saturna Elementary and then
graduated from Gulf Islands Secondary. Mothers of
Saturna’s youngest babies, the sisters were lively and
laughing as they viewed the presents from a loving and
appreciative crowd of Saturna women.
On hand were three under-threes, demolition experts

who carried presents from the adjacent cardtable and—after
they really truly got the message that the gifts were not theirs
to keep—participated with great abandon in ripping open
the paper wrapping and seeing that the presents were
passed around to the ladies to exclaim over.
Jen is a reader and it seems we all had it in mind that any

child of Jen’s is going to love books. This child now has
access to a marvelous library of books that she can read
while lying on two handmade quilts, dressed in some really
gorgeous outfits! 
The baby was also passed round as we chatted,

remembering the young mother as she grew up among us,
planning next week’s events, catching up with each other.
At the end, Jen stood up to thank us and to say what it

meant to her to have us celebrate her, her motherhood, and
her creation of family. She started to cry and Lexie, beside
her, finished her thoughts gracefully and we all clapped.

Hall From Hell
It’s not all paradise on Saturna. Community problems are
interesting and let us probe, think, involve others, and live
with patience as part of our Island skillset. Our community
hall is a well functioning part of our Island lives—usually. 
In the last two weeks, the neoprene O-ring living within

the brass fitting of the Schraeder valve squashed itself to bits
and therefore the rooftop heatpump isn’t functioning. No
heat. The Hall is cold and functions with electrical heaters—
best if there are 30 or more people adding their heat and the
fireplace is blazing.
Next impediment to civic enjoyment is that a mother

otter has decided that the underside of the Hall is a great
place for a ‘natal’ den. The cold and otter-reek has rendered
the Hall not good for Tai Chi, stretch class, yoga, film night
and many more upcoming Island events.
Otter feces is described on the internet as ‘odiferous’ and

‘problematic.’ Astonishing, is what I would call it. When two
of us went investigating, crawling into the spider-infested
nether reaches of the 1933 hall, a large pile of otter poo (a
‘latrine’ in biological parlance) became obvious. Out go
buckets of otter poo and in come buckets of kitty litter.
Now what to do? Otters den close to water in general but

when they are going to have babies they seek what is known
SATURNA, please turn to page 6

Marriage Commissioner 
The Vital Statistics Agency, Ministry of Health, is looking  

for an individual to serve as a Marriage Commissioner for  
Galiano Island. The individual will perform civil marriages  

within the community on behalf of the Agency.

For information and an application form  
please visit our website at:  

www.vs.gov.bc.ca/marriage

Tyee Master Classes
So many people love to write, but struggle to find an outlet for their talent.
We encourage them to write for Island Tides, as our many contributors
from around the Islands enrich the newspaper and our community.
Sometimes it’s difficult to get started though, and even veteran writers look
for new ways to develop their wordsmithing. Enter the ‘Master Classes’, a
new weekend workshop series led by accomplished writers.  
The online news source The Tyee is holding these exclusive workshops

until June. Whether you are new to writing or developing your craft, the
workshops cover everything from food writing to investigative journalism
to photography in an immersion environment. 
The instructors, who are acclaimed industry experts, have designed in-

depth lessons informed by their experience working in the field. Learners
can expect dynamic classes with a range of teaching and learning methods,
from seminar-style instruction, to interactive Q&A, hands-on break-out
sessions and personalized feedback.
Classes will be at The Tyee’s Vancouver offices, as their working

newsroom becomes your classroom. Refreshments and catering will set the
mood for an interactive, flexible, high-impact lesson. Space is limited, so
reserve your spot today: www.thetyee.ca/About/Master-Classes. 

Healthy Collaboration
Accent Inns, Island Tides’ winter-time advertiser,  is working with

MEDIchair Home Healthcare stores to
support rural families in need of big-city
health care. Discounts on rooms and rentals
of mobility equipment away from home are
available by asking at either company. For
many years, Accent Inns have offered special
rates and wheelchair accessible rooms to
people staying in town because of treatment
needs, so developing the MEDIchair
connection seemed a natural enhancement to
their services. The Victoria-based hotel chain
has friendly and caring hotels in Victoria,
Richmond, Burnaby, Kelowna and
Kamloops. Check into www.accentinns.com.
Eating Out On Pender

Just in time for Easter, hungry Penderites can
once again head to Hope Bay Heritage Centre
for a bite; Rob and Amanda’s new restaurant
is now open! 
Islanders will soon be sitting outside on the

sunny patio watching the boats at the dock
and chatting with friends.
Talonbooks Up For Award

Vicki Williams wrote to tell us that a book
published by her company, Talonbooks, has
been nominated for a 2012 BC Book Prize.
Discovery Passages, by Garry Thomas
Morse, was featured in Island Tides last year,
and is now being considered for a Dorothy
Livesay Poetry Prize. Discovery Passageswas
also shortlisted for the 2011 Governor
General’s Award for Poetry.

First Time Advertiser
Island Tractor and Supply is a new advertiser
in Island Tides. With two locations on
Vancouver Island, they service all the islands,
making deliveries and on-site repairs. They
have a wide range of products for farming,
gardening and more. Check out their huge
spring sale on page 5. 0

Biz Buzz
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
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6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

www.islandtides.com

Readers’ Letters
‘Ecocidal’ Gateway Project

Dear Editor:
Canadians must rally to save the Boreal Forest and
Wetlands in Northern Canada, the Great Bear Rainforest in
Northern BC, and the coastal waterways which stretch from
Alaska to Kitimat to Vancouver BC, inclusive of the Salish
Sea.
Enbridge’s proposed Gateway Project pipeline puts the

caribou herds and the Boreal Forest at risk, home to 50% of
the 800 bird species which migrate north to breed and raise
their young. 
The Great Bear Rainforest is home to grizzlies and the

rare ‘Spirit Bear’. The Douglas Channel, through which 225
super tankers will travel south from Kitimat, is the last quiet
refuge for whales, according to whale researcher Dr Paul
Spong. Humpback, fin and killer whales are listed as
‘threatened’ species under Canada’s Species at Risk Act.
First Nation communities such as Fort Chipewyan with

its 800 residents are suffering from the toxic overload tar-
sands poisonous sludge which contaminates their fishing
grounds. Cancer rates have soared in the community from
the air they breathe and the contaminated fish from the
Peace-Athabasca River. 
Tar sands oil produces more greenhouse gas emissions

than any other oil. Because of this, Canada is #3 in the world
for producing carbon emissions per person. The Boreal
Forest sequesters more carbon and greenhouse gases than
any other terrestrial ecosystem. Why turn the world’s
greatest carbon sink into a carbon bomb?
Can we risk destroying the Athabasca Delta–the greatest

freshwater delta on the planet? Can we risk destroying the
Great Bear Rainforest–the largest temperate rainforest in
the world? Can we risk endangering the pristine ecosystem
off the coast of BC, whose treacherous waterways are called
‘the graveyard of the Pacific’?
There is a new term being coined: ‘ecocide’. The Gateway

pipeline will be ecocide of the highest degree. Canada can
do better than that. All direct and indirect subsidies that
make the tar sands viable should be redirected to
development of perpetual (non-burning) renewable energy
technologies to the same degree as our governments have
subsidized the tar sands!

Jeanette Campbell, Pender Island

Watching Our Water
Dear Editor:
I was back to work on the Mayne Queen this morning and
picked up a copy of Island Tides, March 22-April 4. Your
page 5 article, ‘Water everywhere, but for how long?’ by
Miranda Holmes caught my attention as this is one priority
that I have been vocal about since the early 1990s with very
little reciprocal interest.
I have travelled to many places around the globe and was

astounded by the situations regarding access to water
including the cost just for a glass of it. This is a serious
concern that many people are not paying attention to. You
think ferry fares, gasoline and groceries are expensive… the
crying will really start when water given to the corporations!
There is a very good book entitled Blue Gold: The battle

against corporate theft of the world’s water,by co-authors
Maude Barlow and Tony Clarke. Check the background and
history of these two authors as they are very connected and
their work runs very deep.

Ken Jarabek, C-watch Mayne Queen
PMFL Act Exemption 

The following letter was sent to the Minister of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations on February 27.
Dear Minister Thomson:
I write to you on behalf of the Gulf Islands Alliance to
request that your Ministry support a Cabinet exemption for
the entire Coastal Douglas-fir zone from Section 21 of the
PMFL Act.
Following the March 2011 Coastal Douglas-fir (CDF)

Stewardship workshops, the Ministry has requested that
local governments seek ways to regulate land use for the
protection of ecological values within the CDF zone. It is
ironic that the Ministry makes this request while
simultaneously preventing such action on lands regulated
by Section 21 of the Private Managed Forest Land (PMFL)
Act.
We suggest that the Ministry has created the legitimate

expectation that local land-use authorities within the CDF
can act to protect environmental values on PMFL parcels.
The Gulf Islands Alliance is a grassroots organization made
up of islanders actively dedicated to support the Islands
Trust in achieving its legislated Object; to preserve and
protect the Trust Area and its unique amenities and
environment. Founded in 2006, the Alliance consists of
members from throughout the Islands Trust Area. The
Islands Trust Area geographically lies at the heart of the
Coastal Douglas-fir zone. Thank you for your consideration
of our request.

Misty MacDuffee, Chair, Gulf Islands Alliance0

Victoria 
(250) 412-1110 

Burnaby 
(604) 630-1114 

Courtenay 
(250) 339-6914 

www.watertiger.net 

Your Total 
Water Solution 

Gulf Islands Water Treatment 

Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardness, much more! 
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

Mary Winspear Centre
Sidney – adm. $7

WILDLIFE ART SHOW
BC’s largest wildlife art show
and carving competition,
featuring the Islands’ top

wildlife artists. 

April 14 & 15

W h a t ’ s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  P o e t s  C o v e  i n  A p r i l !

www.poetscove.com    250-629-2100R E S O R T  &  S P A

Syren’s Grand Opening Special*
  Join us for the spring grand opening of Syren’s Marina Pub on Friday, April 6 and Saturday, April 7 at Poets Cove  
  and receive 20% off all food items!  Try our new spring menu with home-made flat breads and pastas. 
  Also, get a pint of beer on tap or a classic Caesar cocktail for $4.99.
  Can’t make it for the grand opening?  Syren’s will be open every Friday and Saturday for the month of April.

Easter Weekend at Poets Cove**
  Celebrate Easter at Poets Cove with our $21.95 Easter Brunch on Sunday, April 8 from 8 am until 1 pm! 
  Or, enjoy a three-course Easter dinner on Sunday, April 8 and Monday, April 9 for $35.

Asian Buf fet**
  Come out on Thursday, April 19 for our second exciting Asian Buffet at the Aurora dining room for only $19.95.

   *This special cannot be used in conjunction with any other dining promotion.

   **Reservations are required for Easter Dinner and Asian Buffet. 

Artist Opportunity!
  Display your work at Poets Cove!  E-mail dorsetnorwichyoung@gmail.com for more information.

Check our website for more information
on all above specials
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Island Tractor & Supply, 2928 Sprott Rd, Duncan, 1-888-795-1755
North Island Tractor, 3663 S. Island Hwy, Courtenay, 1-866-501-0801

SEE OUR SALE FLYER ONLINE!    
WWW.ISLANDTRACTORS.COM

ENTER TO WIN A
KUBOTA TOY PEDAL
TRACTOR & RTV400Ci
UTILITY VEHICLE

Serving the Islands

NEW
KUBOTA BX25
TRACTOR LOADER BACKHOE

WITH DIESEL ENGINE 

CASH PRICE $17,000+ TAX
OR 0% FOR 48 MO. OAC = $385/MO.

SALE & CONTEST - VALID UNTIL MAY 31, 2012

New & Used Sales
Consignment Sales
Parts & Service

BUY
RECYCLED 

HOMES

RAISE
INCREASE 

SQ. FOOTAGE

MOVE
SUBDIVIDE 
YOUR LOT

LEVEL
FIX YOUR

FOUNDATION 

WWW.NICKELBROS.COM  1-866-320-2268 

Bea-utifu l Qu ilt Designs
Top St it chi n g on Pen de r Is l a n d 

Phon e 250. 629.8337 
cra zy. g ipsy@hotma il. com

by Bea McDowe ll

Let Bea’s artistic f lair & passion for Quilting finish what you
started. No computer, no pantographs, just freehand creativity.

Local artist serving all the Islands.

C reat i ng a qu i lt i s a l a bou r o f lo ve. 

Independent 
Dental Hygiene 
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists 
offering: 
• scaling  • root planing 
• polishing  • whitening 
• other services

Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea
250-655-4884

9100 East Saanich Rd 
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

10940 West Saanich Rd
North Saanich
250-656-2547

www.deepcovemarket.com

The Fisheries Act, which dates from 1868, has been
identified as one of the prime obstacles to resource
projects, particularly since a 1976 amendment

specifically outlawed damage to fish habitat (Section 35). As
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans used to say: ‘No
habitat—no fish.’ 
Fish habitat, of course, can include any body of water and

the potential for such damage can easily trigger the
requirement for public hearings under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act. The current Northern
Gateway pipeline Hearings are an example of this.
Since the federal government preoccupation with the

export of Canadian resources, Section 35 has become a
focus for the conflict between resource development and the
environment, and the government is considering drastic
changes, although the Minister of Fisheries insists that ‘no
decision has been made’.
Precautionary Principle vs. ‘Proof’

Section 35 is a prime example of the precautionary principle
enshrined in legislation. It is easy to understand: fish habitat
is easy to identify and damage is defined clearly as ‘harmful
alteration, disruption or destruction’. The Minister can
authorize specific alterations, disruptions or destruction, but
the fundamental purpose of the Act to protect fish still holds.
Leaked documents indicate that the government intends

to amend Section 35 so that it can no longer be used to
trigger Canadian Environmental Assessment Acthearings;
in fact, to make it essentially unenforceable. The approach
used is a blatant example of how to destroy environmental

legislation.
The new draft version reads: ‘No person shall carry on

any work, undertaking or activity, other than fishing, that
results in an adverse effect on a fish of economic, cultural
or ecological value.’
This wording requires proof (undefined) of an ‘adverse

effect’ (undefined) upon ‘a fish of economic, cultural or
ecological value.’ Apparently, any single fish will serve for
proof, but how do you define economic, cultural, or
ecological value? Economic fish obviously feed on ecological
fish. A fish of value to one culture may not have any value
to another. For that matter, all fish have ecological value.
As if that weren’t enough, the new version includes a

series of exceptions through which the Minister, or anyone
he ‘prescribes’ can authorize any ‘adverse effects’ on fish,
under any conditions he may set out in the regulations.
And the Minister can exempt classes of ‘works,

undertakings, or activities’ or classes of ‘Canadian fisheries
waters, established by regulation’. And just in case there is
any misunderstanding, a blanket exemption applies to any
work, undertaking or activity ‘carried on in, on, over, under,
through or across any Canadian fisheries waters’.
There’s a strong flavour of overkill in this draft. There is

no thought of consultation, balance, or compromise, or
limitation of the Minister’s powers. The wording is not only
absolute–it’s dictatorial. 0
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Gulf Islands April Sale
10% off Mitsubishi Heat Pumps

How Much Could You Save?

Get It Installed

Call Today 1-888-760-0898
www.servicexcel.ca

Installs the world’s best heat pumps!

Mitsubishi Electric Cooling and Heating Systems save an
average of 70% over baseboard heat.  Plus act now to
claim $1100 in Government Grants!

• A qualified home estimator will provide a free
in-home consultation.

• No ductwork means little mess and few
remodeling expenses.

• Our professionals can usually install the
system in one day.

Ductless Inverter 
Drive Technology

100% Money Back
Guarantee

How to destroy environmental legislation
Patrick Brown

Pipeline jobs are a pipedream – Marc Lee

The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives has
released my report on the economic costs and
benefits of the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway

Pipeline. The report takes aim at the outrageous claims
about jobs made by the government and Enbridge as part
of their sales pitch. The report takes a closer look at the
input-output modelling of job impacts, and considers
alternative investments of $5 billion in the green economy.
On the cost side of the ledger, I look at existing employment
in the region that could be affected, and environmental costs
associated with oil spills and GHG emissions.
While media framing of the pipeline project is

usually jobs versus the environment, the harsh
reality is that very few jobs would be created by
the pipeline. We can bank on no more than
3,000 jobs per year for three years during the
construction phase (Enbridge’s own
numbers say 1,850 per year for three years
laying the pipe; if we assume that the steel
and pipe will be manufactured in Canada that
would be, generously, another 1,000 jobs for
three years). Once complete, Enbridge estimates
217 direct jobs in pipeline operations. This is not really
a surprise because the oil and gas industry is one of the most
capital-intensive in the world, employing less than 1% of
Canadian workers.
Labour shortages in the construction sector imply that if

the pipeline is not built, the vast majority of workers would
likely be working somewhere else. This is an important
point because the modelling invoked by Enbridge assumes
that workers would otherwise be unemployed. 
There are other problems in Enbridge’s input-output

modelling, some of which seem to be endemic problems
with that kind of approach, while others seem to be a mis-
application of the modelling by Enbridge. Alas, I’m just
going on what is in Enbridge’s NEB application, as I asked
Enbridge for more detailed modelling results and they
refused to provide them on confidentiality grounds. Overall,
I had more faith in the input-output models and was willing
to take the numbers at face value when I started writing the
paper, but found the numbers could not be justified.
Input-output models give gross figures but we need to

net-out alternative uses of funds. My report considers
alternative investments of $5 billion, particularly in green
economic development that would also reduce our GHG
emissions and our reliance on fossil fuels. 
Spending $5 billion on public transit, building retrofits,

renewable energy and so forth would generate many times
more jobs than investing in the pipeline. A modest carbon
tax of $10 a tonne applied nationally would generate $5
billion per year, every year, that would facilitate such
investments.
Two to three hundred super-tankers up the inlet into

Kitimat will have a negative impact on commercial
and traditional fishing in the region even if there
are no spills. The local Gitga’at First Nation
gets 40% of its food supply from traditional
sources. Fewer people will want to plan an
ecotourism adventure to Kitimat if the
pipeline is built. So the pipeline must
consider these impacts too, with some
18,000 regional jobs in potentially affected
sectors in proximity to the pipeline route.
As for spills, the question is not if there will be

a spill but when and how bad it is. Diluted bitumen
is highly corrosive and breaks pipes. Enbridge alone has had
more than 800 leaks in its pipeline network going back just
over a decade. In the US, there have been more than 5,000
spills going back to 1990. Spills are just a cost of doing
business, from the company’s perspective.
While spills are probabilistic, GHGemissions are not. The

pipeline would facilitate 80-100 million tonnes of CO2 into
the atmosphere every year, which is more than BC currently
emits in total. If we put a price on those emissions of $50-
200 per tonne, reflecting some recent estimates of the
external costs of carbon emissions, we get a range of $4-20
billion in environmental costs just from GHG emissions. 
Given that the pipeline is anticipated to create about $4

billion per year in profits to the Enbridge shareholders and
oil sands producers, these are odious profits that come at the
expense of people in other countries and into the future. 0
Marc Lee’s full report, ‘Enbridge Pipe Dreams and Nightmares: The
Economic Costs and Benefits of the Proposed Northern Gateway
Pipeline’ is available at: www.policyalternatives.ca.0

< Did you appreciate this article? Send your voluntary
subscription today! Please see page 8 for details.  

‘… $5 billion on
public transit, building

retrofits, renewable
energy… would generate

many times more jobs
than investing in the

pipeline.’
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Easter Weekend: Friday thru Monday, April 6 thru 9
Family Fun Swims—enjoy Saanich Commonwealth Pool’s wavepool, waterslide,
diving boards, pirate ship, tots pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam,
sauna, and Aqua Terra Cafe • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake
Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • FRI: 10am-12pm, 1-4pm; SAT:
1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 1-4pm; MON: 10am-12pm, 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm•
Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 • SAANICH

Every Saturday until Thanksgiving
Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—fresh, local produce; baked goods; local art,
artisan works & demonstrations; culinary delights; guest speakers on current
topics; buskers, musicians; bring your friends and family; enjoy lunch or a snack;
you never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet! • APRIL 21, 11:30AM:
Nutritionist/author Debbie Bowman speaks on Genetically Modified Foods •
Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, April 8
13th Annual South Pender Island Easter Art Walk—tour 12 South Pender Island
studios/galleries, maps available at each studio; participating studios marked
with yellow balloons; enter at each for a chance to win an Easter gift basket •
Noon to 5pm • Info: Susan Taylor, art@bloodstargallery.com, 250-629-6661 •
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, April 12
Denis Chang Manouche Project—guitars, saxophone and
double bass play manouche and other gypsy jazz and pop
music for Gulf Islands Concerts (Pender) • School Auditorium
• 7:30pm • Tickets: Adults $25, Children $5, High school
students $12 • PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, April 14
Oil Free Coast—why it’s important & what we can do; with MP Elizabeth May &
Brian Falconer, Raincoast Conservation Marine Operations • 4-7pm • Meaden
Hall • Info: Jan Slakov, 537-5251 • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, April 14
Pender Island Film Group—screening of ‘Hugo’ (2011) • 7:30pm • Community
Hall • Admission by donation • Community Hall • PENDER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, April 14 & 15
22nd Annual Pacific Brant Wildlife Carving & Art Show—BC’s largest wildlife art
show & woodcarving competition • Also Saturday evening Artists Meet & Greet
7-9:30pm with ‘refreshments,’ live & silent auctions • Mary Winspear Centre •
10am-5pm • Tickets: $7 • Info: www.thebrant.ca, 250-479-9165 • SIDNEY

Friday, April 20
Life Cycle of Native Cutthroat Trout–Mike McCulloch, Anadromous Fisheries
Specialist, and Warren Cooper, Hydrologist, speak on trout habitat needs and
Salt Spring results from their ‘Coastal Cutthroat Trout Distribution and Habitat
Assessment’ study, presented by SSI Water Preservation Society • 7pm • Lions
Hall • Info: ssiwps@gmail.com • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, April 21
Adi Braun—jazz/cabaret singer, presented by the Saturna Arts &
Concert Society • 7:30pm • Community Hall • Tickets: $25 @ the
door • SATURNA ISLAND

Saturday, April 21
EyeLens Festival of Film, Video & Animation—celebration of
winning films produced by students at the Gulf Islands Film &
Television School; award-winning documentary producer Bart
Simpson will make keynote speech • Oak Bay High School
Theatre, 2151 Cranmore Road • 1-5pm • Admission by donation • VICTORIA

Sat thru Mon, April 28 thru May 7
Crystal Journey—an all acoustic and improvised journey through our solar

system with 10 Paiste Planet Gongs, Quartz Crystal Bowls,
Vibraphone and Santoor; bring a yoga mat or blanket to lie
on • Parksville, April 28: The Alchemists Circle, 280 Pioneer
Crescent; Nanaimo, April 29: Unity Church, 2325 East
Wellington Road; Campbell River, May 1: Ocean Resort
4384 South Island Hwy; Quadra, May 2: Quadra Island
Community Centre, 970 West Road; Victoria, May 4 & 5:
Church of Truth, 111 Superior Street; Mayne, May 6: Mayne
Island Community Centre; Salt Spring, May 7: Salt Spring
Centre of Yoga • Tickets at the door • Info & showtimes:
www.crystaljourney.ca • UP AND DOWN THE COAST

Tuesday & Wednesday, May 1 & 2
Bending But Not Breaking—the South Island Training Initiative presents a two-

day training conference for community social service
providers: ‘Expanding the collective learning of individuals,
families, & communities to build resilience’ • University of
Victoria • Register online at www.siticonference.ca; one-
day registrations available; everyone welcome •
info@siticonference.ca • VICTORIA

Thursday thru Monday, May 3 thru 7
Painting Into Spirit—a fabulous four-day creative & contemplative journey
combining Free Expression painting & Mindfulness Meditation; no experience
necessary in either practice • North Hall • $345 includes materials and taxes •
Space limited, register now • Info: Annette Shaw, 250-539-3050,
www.carolinejames.com • GALIANO ISLAND

Monday, May 7
Artcraft 2012—new exhibitors welcome, registration deadline
May 7; unique art and fine craft by artisans and artists of the
Southern Gulf Islands • June 15-September 16: ArtCraft show &
sale open 10am-5pm, Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road • Info:
250-537-0899, www.ssartscouncil.com, info@ssartscouncil.com
• SALT SPRING ISLAND

What’s On?
Single venue: $33.60 • $39.20 with image  | Multi-venue: $44.80 • $50.40 with image

Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard

Sara M
iles

Tell us in 50 words or less
“Why do you love living on the North Shore?”
Three winners will be selected to attend GIFTS and will work together as a production 
team. Together, the three aspiring fi lmmakers will work from concept to credits to produce 
their very own short fi lm that embraces the theme of “Why Do You Love Living on the 
North Shore?”
The week-long prize will also include a trip to the North Shore to shoot interviews and 
capture your favourite North Shore locations on camera. The fi lm will be showcased on 
GIFTSfi lms.com and the North Shore News website. Students will also be encouraged to 
enter the fi lm in upcoming student fi lm festivals.

*The week-long programs are each valued at $1049.75 (Tuition=$740.00, Room+Board=$295, GST=$14.75) Prize has no cash value.

Lights...Camera... 
ACTION!

Are you an aspiring 

fi lmmaker?

If you enter the North Shore News’ 

“Why do you love living on the 

North Shore Contest”, you could be 

one of three North Shore News readers 

to win a week-long fi lm workshop at the 

Gulf Islands Film and Television School 

on beautiful Galiano Island!

Deadline to enter is 4:30pm, Friday, August 30th
To Enter: visit www.GIFTSfi lms.com or email gifts@giftsfi lms.com
Phone: 1.800.813.9993 or Fax: 250-539-3290
Mail:  GIFTS at S-43, C-12, RR#2,

Galiano Island, BC  V0N 1P0

Three Prizes of full 
tuition* to an adult 
(18+) week-long 
Media Intensive 

Program:
Sept. 14th-20th 

(including room & board) 
will be awarded!

www.islandtides.com

Extra Special Earth Day Event
The first ‘Creatively United for the Planet Festival’ is
coming up in Victoria on Earth Day weekend, April
20-22. This fun-filled family event is building
support for local charities doing hero work in BC
communities. With an amazing weekend of
speakers, music, dance, fashion, art and education,
this is one event you won’t want to miss! Festival
entry is free, and tickets can be purchased for certain
special events. 
We can’t list them all here, but some of the 15

local groups that will benefit from the festivities
include the Land Trust Alliance, Sierra Club, The
Land Conservancy, and Habitat for Humanity. A
huge lineup of local artists and activists will attend. 
Renowned musician Ann Mortifee will speak on

Saturday, along with flutist Paul Horn. A musical
performance with Holly Arntzen, Kevin Wright and
the Gettin’ Higher Choir will follow. Naturalist
Robert Bateman will make a keynote address before
the John Lennon Tribute Concert Sunday evening,
at which Daniel Lapp, Mae Moore and many more
talented musicians will perform. There are many
more amazing events planned, so be sure to check
out www.creativelyunitedfortheplanet.com for the
full schedule! 
GIFTS Films Goes Bananas

Bart Simpson is coming to Gulf Islands Film and
Television School on Galiano Island! And no, we are
not talking about the animated TV character, but the
Canadian documentary film producer and director
best known for his involvement with The
Corporation, which won awards at numerous film
festivals. 
Bart mentored the documentary stream of the

spring break Media Intensive Program at GIFTS, and
will also be the keynote speaker at the EyeLens
Festival of Film Video and Animation. GIFTS
Director George Harris told Island Tides that the
festival is moving from its traditional Vancouver
venue to the Oak Bay High School Theatre in
Victoria this year, as many GIFTSgrads are from the
Victoria area. 
Keeping with the theme of Simpson’s new film

‘Big Boys Gone Bananas’, GIFTS is launching a new
contest called Bananarama. Wanna win full tuition
to the film school on Galiano? Make a 30-second,
non-edited film featuring a banana. Then, upload it
to GIFTS facebook page. The one with the most
‘Likes’ wins! 
Oh, and if you’re heading to the film festival make

sure to call ahead and reserve your seat. It’s free, but
you need a ticket to get in (see What’s On? this page).

South Pender Trail Proposal
There is an application in to the Ministry of
Transportation to close the Tilly Point
extension/trail off of Tilly Point Road on South
Pender Island. A nearby dedicated park trail, which
would maintain public beach access and for which
the Pender Islands Parks and Recreation
Commission has expressed support, is proposed
instead. To comment on the proposal, send an email
to Ryan.Evanoff@gov.bc.ca or attend the April 10
Local Trust Committee meeting at 10am at the
South Pender Fire Hall. 

McKibben Talk Inspires 

On March 27, Bill McKibben, co-founder of the
350.org grassroots movement to ‘solve the climate
crisis’ spoke to a packed gymnasium on Salt Spring
Island. Organized by the student government at Gulf
Islands Secondary School in conjunction with the
Salt Spring Forum and Salt Spring Conservancy,
McKibben’s talk was very inspiring, said media
coordinator Maddee Nash. She is grateful to the
school administration for allowing all the students
to attend this once in a lifetime presentation. There
were a good number of Salt Spring community
members in attendance too. The entire audience was
captivated during the presentation and also engaged
in a good round of questions at the end. 
The most poignant part of the afternoon, for

Maddee, was the way that McKibben connected
climate change to all our global systems. It was clear
from his talk that the way we treat Earth affects every
other aspect of our planet, not just environmentally.
‘Because of climate change, there will be impacts on
global development, health care, all these things that
you would not necessarily make the connection to,’
said Maddee. 
The most surprising part, she said, was how

widespread the 350.org movement is globally. The
International Day of Climate Action held in 2009
was remarkable in that a majority of the events were
held in ‘developing’ countries. Maddee was
surprised to see fewer Canadian communities
involved, but she expects that for the next one,
Climate Impacts Day on May 5, there will be much
more interest, especially from Salt Spring Island.
‘Student government is eager to participate, and
with the amount of activists and passionate people
we have here there could be a lot more involvement
this time.’ Judging from the turnout at McKibben’s
presentation, it’s evident that Salt Springers are
concerned about climate change and want to be
involved in the worldwide 350.org movement. 0
See climatedots.org and tell Island Tides your plans
for Climate Impacts Day! (news@islandtides.com)

as a ‘natal den’ well-protected and far from the
probings of male otters who eat the babies if they
come across them. Does this otter already have
young? Now otters are active all day and night. Is
she in or out when we hope to ‘build her out’ of the
crawl space?
I didn’t have much life cycle information about

our local otters. The critical question is, when are
westcoast (river) otters most likely to be birthing?
Calling the various bureaucratic agencies was
instructive as to the complexity of finding someone
interested in and knowledgeable about your
problem. ‘Is this otter in distress?’ ‘No, I am.’ ‘Oh, we
don’t deal with that, we deal with animals in
distress.’ Another: ‘Is this a salt water or fresh water
mammal?’ ‘It’s both.’ ‘We don’t deal with that.’
Finally, a woman named Pat: ‘I will not forsake

you in bureaucratic limbo.’ She called back and gave
me the number of the Conservation Officer Branch
of the Provincial Environment Agency. We do have
some conservation officers left! The resident
biologist who handles ‘human-wildlife conflicts’ in
freshwater called a young biologist who is writing
her thesis on westcoast river otters. The answer
probably is that most westcoast river otters birth in
late April and if we are fast and make up a one-way

SATURNA from page 3

door under the steps to the service porch we might
end the need for daily poop-scooping for the eight
weeks or so of denning time! 
The interior climate problem is just as time

consuming. Many things can go wrong when you
need just the right part for a complex piece of
equipment delivered to an island. ‘No,’ says the
manufacturer, ‘not carried in Vancouver or Victoria,
has to come from Toronto.’ Apparently, ‘hold for
pick-up’ does not qualify the package for pick-up by
Saturna Freight, only by the person who ordered it.
Finally it arrives! Ahh, close—wrong part! Next, the
tradesperson is felled by a bio-terrorist grandchild
bearing massive flu germs as big as your hand.
Last report, the installation will be done asap,

hopefully before the potluck Retirement Party for
Fire Chief John Wiznuk and the Women’s Club
Easter Bake Sale and Cake Walk.  0

Round the Islands

Photo: Michael Levy



Balcomb reports that sonar ‘pings’ and a series of
unidentified underwater explosions were detected at the
time of the exercises by a network of hydrophones which
stretch from San Juan Island to Neah Bay, at the mouth
of the Strait; and, that within the next 18 hours, calls from
southern resident orcas were heard in the vicinity. 
The Centre for Whale Research also reports that

thirty-six hours later, ‘an unusual mixture of southern
resident whales were sighted in Discovery Bay, west of
Port Townsend, Washington. The unprecedented
appearance of these whales in these waters, combined
with their recorded vocalizations not long after the
Ottawa’s training concluded, suggests that southern
residents were present in the area—and may have been
significantly affected by the exercise—but went
completely undetected by the ship.’ (The Canadian Navy’s
policies require a 4,000-yard safety zone around ‘active
vessels.’)  
However, Balcomb thinks that it is far more likely that

the whale was killed by an explosion than by sonar. Given
the location of the carcass and tidal currents, it is more
likely that the death occurred off the mouth of the Strait
of Juan de Fuca, where there are designated explosives
disposal areas in US waters. 
He adds that there is no word on the fate of L112’s

immediate family, who would have been nearby. Her
death reduces the population of the Southern Resident
Community, which includes J-, K-, and L-pods, to 87. The
whales are classified as endangered in Canada and the
US.

More Protection Needed
The letter to Minister MacKay makes three specific
requests:
• that the Canadian Navy disclose all information on

the activities of HMCS Ottawa and other naval vessels
between February 1 and 17 in Haro Strait, the Strait of
Juan de Fuca, and the outer coast, including the use of
sonar, explosives and ‘other active acoustic systems’.
• that the navy immediately designate the inland

waters of the Salish Sea, and other critical southern
resident orca habitat, as an exclusion zone where training
with MFA sonar and explosives is prohibited. (DFO’s
recovery strategy for orcas includes ‘establishment of
acoustic sanctuaries in critical habitat areas’.)
• That the Navy work closely with the US Navy to

strengthen their ‘mutual stewardship’ of the region’s
marine wildlife. 
The letter notes that the US Navy has already affirmed

that it will not conduct sonar training within the Greater
Puget Sound area without advance permission from the
Commander of the Pacific Fleet and the National Marine
Fisheries Service.
A 2003 incident involving MFAsonar originating with

the USS Shoup in Haro Strait showed reactions from
orcas as far away as 47 kilometres. ‘Whales and other
wildlife do not recognize national borders,’ comments the
letter authored by the David Suzuki Foundation, the
Georgia Strait Alliance, Greenpeace, the Living Oceans
Society, Raincoast Conservation, Sierra Club BC, Western
Canada Wilderness Committee, and World Wildlife Fund
Canada. 0
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10
April 11, 2002
Coastal BC

The BC government lifts
a moratorium on new fish

farms on the Coast.
Environmental groups

plan a summit to discuss
the risks of fish farming.  

years ago in

5
April 5, 2007
Jumbo Glacier

Corky Evans speaks in hte
legislature against Bill 11,

which effectively takes
away local control over the

Jumbo Glacier Resort
proposal. 

years ago in

The Islands Bulletin Board

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references. 

BBB, Licensed, Insured, 
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

250-474-7325

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER

COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

LANCE VAESEN

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

• WATERWELLS

• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Advisory services for
Water Wells

Aquifers
Groundwater

Hy-Geo Consulting

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

information@hy-geo.com

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

steve Richards
250-629-6180/250-888-1303

toRCh-on MeMbRanes,
shingles, Metal Roofing,

CustoM flashing

Roofing RepaiRs &
new ConstRuCtion

MARINE SERVICES

WORD ADS (up to 25 words): $16+hst, additional words 25¢ each 
BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/inch+hst. COLOUR: $31.80/inch+hst • Multi-issue discounts

250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com • NEXT DEADLINE: APRIL 11

TV/INTERNET
Shaw Cable—for local Shaw
promotions, products and services
for North and South Pender, Mayne
and Galiano Islands, contact Jay:
250-940-3972, shawpenderjay@shaw.ca,
please leave message.

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Near Sidney &  Victoria
Mention this ad for discount

GSA 
AUTORENTALS.COM

BOB BURGESS 
250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service

20,000 copies of

Call 250-629-3660 

islandtides@islandtides.com

250-629-3660

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). 
A regular meeting of the Board 
of School Trustees will be held 
at Salt Spring Island Middle School,
Salt Spring Island, Wednesday, April
11, 2012 commencing at 1pm. 
View the meeting agenda at:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board.html#meetings. 
Public Welcome!  

(250) 629-3005
4605 BEDWELL HBR RD PENDER ISLAND

Full Service Garage 
Licensed Mechanics

Government Inspections
Automotive Parts & Accessories

Dog Licenses
Hot Coffee • Lotto • ATM • DVDs
Fishing Gear, Licenses & Bait

LOST 
Kayak lost from Whaler Bay, Galiano
Island on March 11: dark green,
single, rudderless, Walden brand
with gray seat and yellow rope.
Please call Virginia at 250-539-2182.

Happy Easter from 
the Besley family!

Ronald Besley 
& Sons Inc. 
Your one stop shop.

30 years experience–houses,
additions, renovations.
Licensed and insured. 
All work professionally

completed. 

Design, Drawings, Permits, Construction

Contact Ron for a friendly free estimate:

Salt Spring & BOAT access properties

rbesley@shaw.ca 
(250) 537-8885

HOUSING

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience

…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

Heritage Place

ORCAS from page 1 VIHA hires nursing grads
This year and next, Vancouver Island
Health Authority (VIHA) is set to hire
every graduating registered nurse from
the University of Victoria, Vancouver
Island University, North Island College,
and Stenberg College’s registered
psychiatric nurses. Nurses, needed to
replace retiring, experienced nurses, are
in short supply.
VIHA is offering temporary, full-time

positions in a wide range of locations and
practice settings through VIHA’s New
Graduate Transition Program. 
The program, in place since 2005,

gives new nurses the opportunity to take
advantage of mentorship opportunities,
transitional workshops and orientation
activities. The program, says VIHA,
increases their confidence, consolidates
their skills and helps them integrate into
the culture of their new role.
This year, thanks to feedback from

those who have come through the
program, the hiring process is easier than
ever for new grads. They can attend one
of two VIHA hiring fairs. Read more
about the New Graduate Transition
Program at: www.viha.ca/careers. 0

www.saltspringtourism.com

Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce

121 Lower Ganges Rd

1578 Joan Avenue, Crofton 
250-246-1977

Ocean Soul Book Caffé 
◆ New & Used

Books
◆ Wi-Fi Access
◆ Open 6 a.m.  

gaylenewellman@yahoo.ca
www.oceansoulbooks.com

5TOPTODO
APRIL

1. Set out the garden 
furniture and sit in it

2. Watch hummingbirds
3. Weed while the ground is

still soft!
4. Finish filling water tanks 
5. Wash decks and cars 

while water lasts



www.islandtides.com

Page 8, ISLAND TIDES, April 5, 2012

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• make a good contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS help

keep all this great news coming!
If you already receive Island Tides in your mailbox, 
pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from

Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support by mailing a voluntary subscription of 

$25 + $3 HST = $28 
or amount of your choice to: 

Box 55, Pender Island, BC  V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA/MasterCard number at

250-629-3660)

Thank You
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who have
sent voluntary subscriptions and extra donations.
Keep those lovely phone calls, cards, letters and
emails coming, too. We paste them all in our

scrapbooks!

UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

Buying, Selling or Renting on the Gulf Islands?
www.docksiderealty.ca

 TOLL FREE: 1-866-629-3166

My garden is alive again! I cleaned
out the swallows’ nest box and
hung up the hummingbird

feeders.
Every year at this time I clean out my old

hanging baskets too. The reason I keep the
old ones is because many of the basket
plants are perennial and I live in hope that
some may have survived the winter to grow
again this year, only bigger. Each year I try
a different theme for planters and baskets.
Last year it was fragrant flowers, petunias
and the like; this year I’m having a go with
an assortment of climbing-rambling
annuals that might decide to stretch out on
the roof or dangle down to decorate the
luncheon table. I thought I’d try Thunbergia
(black eyed Susan) since they grow wild in
the southern States often lasting for years.
I’ve never had much success with Ipomea,
then after I saw a hedge full of the big blue
flowers hiding a compost heap in the
Okanagan a couple years ago, I was tempted
to try again. The slugs got them all. This year
I will hoist them up in baskets six feet above
ground. 
One of my favourite old-timers are

nasturtiums. Slugs seem not to like these
peppery dry-land cousins of watercress, so
they have flourished and naturalized in a dry
area near the house where they climb and
ramble for eight feet in all directions. The
hummingbirds like them and they are great
for salads. New to me this year is Mina
Lobata, sometimes called Spanish flag. It’s

another Ipomea species related to morning
glory and is a favorite for hummingbirds. As
I write, all of these climbers germinated
within 72 hours and are now spiraling thin
tentacles toward the light. 
Speaking of dry... we all have beds and

borders lined with lavender and the like, so
last year I tried Linums (flax). The red linum
did okay but not great; it really likes lots of
sun, which it didn’t get. I did have a good
showing of the perennial blue variety. A
couple of weeks ago I carefully dug them up
and replanted half of them in the flower
garden and the remainder outside in the
herb garden where the deer like to wander.
We shall see. 
Speaking of deer... years ago I made a low

hedge of hyssop grown from seed. It’s a low
bush, about the size of lavender, evergreen
with a cloud of brilliant blue flowers all
summer. It needs no watering, the deer
didn’t touch it and the bees loved it. What
more could a lazy gardener ask for? Another
useful sun lover the deer usually leave alone
is lemon Tagetes. Lemon Gem is most
commonly available variety, or you might
find Orange Gem as well. These tiny
marigolds are very highly scented, grow well
in warm weather, and flower until frost. You
can sow them outside anytime this month.    
Nettle season is coming to a close and for

those that have had their fill of nettle soup,
nettle bread, nettle lasagna, nettle... and may
wish to see the prickly triffids gone, here’s a
plan recommended by Carolyn Herriot.

April Garden Calendar
Brian Crumblehulme

 
 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES CENTRES
Locations across B.C. Visit one near you. 
WorkBCCentres.ca  1.800.663.7867  TDD: 1.800.661.8773

Looking for work? We can help.
Get the training and support you need to find and keep a job in B.C.
Job search resources • Personal employment planning • Workshops and training • Specialized services

The Employment Program of British Columbia is funded by the 
Government of Canada and the Province of British Columbia. 

LAND AND WATER ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND AND

ALLOCATION OF WATER
Take notice that 0928814 BC Ltd
doing business as Western Tidal
Holdings Ltd of Vancouver,
British Columbia, intends to
make application to the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, and Natural
Resource Operations (MFLNRO),
West Coast Region for an
Investigative License for an
Ocean Power project situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Porlier Passage, between Valdez
Island and Galiano Island.  
The Land File Number that has
been established for this
application is File 1412931,
1413742 & 1413743. Written
comments regarding this
application should be directed to
the Section Head at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T
6J9 or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received by MFLNRO until 14th
May 2012. MFLNRO may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date. 
Please visit our website at
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicatio
nPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office.

The recently established Federal
Electoral Boundaries Commission
for British Columbia has begun its

review of the province’s federal electoral
districts. The work of readjusting BC’s
federal electoral boundaries is a balancing
act that must take into consideration
communities of interest or identity as well
as a district’s history and geographic size.
BC’s population has increased from

3,907,738 in 2001 to 4,400,057 in 2011, and
the Commission is currently formulating a
proposal for BC’s 42 seats in the House of
Commons to reflect the population growth
and shifts. The Commission will publish its

proposal outlining the new electoral map in
a few months; public hearings will follow at
various locations across the province with
dates and locations to be announced. 
The public hearings and input from the

electorate had a great impact on the
electoral boundaries created by the last
commission in 2002. In order to involve the
public as soon as possible in the process, the
Commission is inviting citizens to
participate in creating the initial proposal by
providing their comments by email or mail
before April 20. 
Visit www.federal-redistribution.ca for

more details. 0

Changes to federal electoral ridings 

Hack away as many nettles as you can carry, cram them into
plastic pails (or doubled garbage bags) and jam the lid on
tightly. Then, drill a small hole in the bottom and set the
pails over a sour cream tub and wait. In a few short weeks
the nettles will ferment producing a dark brown liquid tea
you can collect and dilute 1:10 in a watering can to feed your
hanging baskets. They’ll love it. 

Recipes coming in the next edition! 0

Photo: Cam McDowell

Biologist Briony Penn tells us that alligator lizards are increasingly rare due to urbanization,
destruction of habitat and predation by cats. This one was spotted on South Pender. They
love all the same places humans do, warm south-aspect Garry oak and Douglas fir rocky
bluffs. We can help alligator lizards by protecting rocky outcrops, leaving big pieces of
Douglas fir bark to live under on the bluffs they inhabit, and not having cats as pets. 


