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Considering a new community building at the Open House for Galiano’s proposed library (community use) building. The referendum is on April 23.

No more lighthouses will be destaffed
Christa Grace-Warrick

Jim Abram is jubilant. His odyssey to
prevent destaffing of Canadian lightstations
is over. While budgets have been cut and cut
since 1985, Coast Guard’s response has been
to make up the shortfall by removing the
men on the ground rather than the men
behind the desks. Remote technology has
made this possible, though not wise, Abram
says.
The most recent round of resistance to
destaffing mania has been a relatively short
one, Abram says, only one year, six months
and two weeks long. This 4th go-round, says
Jim, has been a good process. What worked
was cooperation with government and
Senate; cooperation between the public and
between levels of government and
bureaucracy.
It came to a swift close the day before the
election was called. The Senate’s final
recommendations had just been submitted
and Minister Gail Shea had only one day to
follow the committee report and sign the
order — and she did it. Coast Guard will halt
programs for destaffing, directs Minister
Shea.
It’s an amazing outcome says Abram.
‘Coast Guard in Victoria, Vancouver and
Ottawa have been pushing this program for
26 years.’ Formerly a lighthousekeeper and

now a Strathcona Regional District Director,
representing Discovery Islands and
Mainland Inlets, Abram was there during all
of those years. He knows who said what to
whom and when and used this wealth of
information to get people to listen and
consider.
Abram does not mince words. Senior
Coast Guard opposition to halting the
program was phenomenal. He distinguishes
between Coast Guard’s lightkeepers and
office staff. Lightkeepers he calls public
servants who serve the people on and over
the water. Coast Guard’s desk jockeys are
civil servants; they serve the system.
Lightkeepers get no respect, he says, from
the Coast Guard staff in Victoria, Vancouver
and Ottawa.
A reason put forward to justify
destaffing: countries world-wide are
destaffing. But Abrams says that 111
countries have staffed lightstations. Very
recently countries such as India, The
Philippines and South Africa have
announced programs for 50 new staffed
lightstations. It’s a matter of sovereignty and
safety, they say.
In anything but stable fair weather the
ever-changing web of coastal climate is best
LIGHTSTATIONS, please turn to page 10

is available at these

Galiano library referendum
On April 23, Galiano Island voters will
decide whether to move forward with a new
library to replace the current 400 square
foot facility. The proposed 2,400 square foot
building is envisioned as a part of a
community hub, adjacent to the
Community School, Fitness Centre,
community greenhouse, Activity Centre and
sports facilities.
‘Along with fire protection, health care
and good schools, a well-equipped library is
essential to a vibrant community. This will
be Galiano’s first new public building in 20
years,’ said Pearl Roberts, Chair of the
Galiano Library Society.
The multi-use building would be owned
by the Capital Regional District on land
leased from the School District for $1-ayear. Volunteers would continue to provide
library services. The estimated cost of
construction is $1.2 million, which includes
a 25% contingency reserve required by the
CRD. The Society has raised $175,000 in
donations for the building, which will
reduce the amount to be borrowed over a
15-year term.
With 450 members, the Galiano Library
Society is the largest community
organization on the island. The current
library cannot accommodate people with

disabilities and has no room for chairs,
tables or public programs. There are
hundreds of books in storage due to lack of
space and the library was forced to close
recently for several days to repair collapsed
shelves.
The Library Society has been working on
plans for a better facility for five years. All
options have been explored, from larger
rented space to construction using shipping
containers or a recycled Nickel Brothers
building. After careful analysis and
community consultation, the Society has
developed plans for a simple wood frame
building with potential for expansion. This
plan takes advantage of land available from
the School District, operating funds
available from the CRD and a potential
$400,000 government grant.
In January, the CRD selected the Galiano
‘Community Use Building’ as its sole
submission for a provincial Towns for
Tomorrow grant. If the project receives the
grant, the maximum amount to be
borrowed will be reduced to under
$700,000, and lowered even further
through monitoring of CRD contingency
expenditures. Results of the grant
application are expected soon, but were not
GALIANO LIBRARY, please turn to page 7

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd, CO-OP

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
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Coastal Electoral Districts

AT POINT ATKINSON
APRIL

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

6
WE

0049
0605
1306
2013

9.5
13.5
3.6
13.8

2.9
4.1
1.1
4.2

14
TH

0217
0845
1409
2018

14.4
7.9
11.8
5.9

4.4
2.4
3.6
1.8

7
TH

0127
0629
1340
2102

10.2
13.1
3.6
13.8

3.1
4.0
1.1
4.2

15
FR

0252
0926
1522
2114

14.8
6.2
12.8
6.6

4.5
1.9
3.9
2.0

8

0211
0656
1419
2156

10.8
13.1
3.6
13.8

3.3
4.0
1.1
4.2

16
SA

0326
1008
1626
2206

14.8
4.6
13.5
7.2

4.5
1.4
4.1
2.2

9

0306
0728
1504
2256

11.2
12.5
3.6
13.8

3.4
3.8
1.1
4.2

17
SU

0359
1049
1726
2256

15.1
3.0
14.4
8.2

4.6
0.9
4.4
2.5

10
SU

0420
0811
1557
2356

11.2
12.1
3.9
14.1

3.4
3.7
1.2
4.3

18
MO

0434
1132
1823
2346

15.1
2.0
14.8
9.2

4.6
0.6
4.5
2.8

11
MO

0551
0919
1658

11.2
11.5
4.6

3.4
3.5
1.4

19
TU

0511
1215
1920

15.1
1.3
15.1

4.6
0.4
4.6

12
TU

0051
0708
1056
1806

14.1
10.2
11.2
4.9

4.3
3.1
3.4
1.5

20
WE

0038
0549
1259
2017

9.8
14.8
1.3
15.1

3.0
4.5
0.4
4.6

13
WE

0137
0801
1239
1915

14.1
9.2
11.5
5.2

4.3
2.8
3.5
1.6

21
TH

0134
0629
1345
2114

10.5
14.1
1.6
15.1

3.2
4.3
0.5
4.6

FR

SA

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
APRIIL

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

6

0020
0522
1226
2018

7.9
9.5
2.6
9.8

2.4
2.9
0.8
3.0

14
TH

0202
0817
1326
1931

10.5
6.2
8.2
4.3

3.2
1.9
2.5
1.3

7

0102
0541
1302
2113

8.2
9.5
2.3
10.2

2.5
2.9
0.7
3.1

15
FR

0230
0851
1456
2025

10.5
4.9
8.9
4.9

3.2
1.5
2.7
1.5

8

0151
0600
1342
2211

8.5
9.5
2.3
10.2

2.6
2.9
0.7
3.1

16
SA

0255
0927
1611
2115

10.5
3.6
9.2
5.9

3.2
1.1
2.8
1.8

SA

9

0257
0621
1428
2311

8.9
9.2
2.3
10.2

2.7
2.8
0.7
3.1

17
SU

0322
1006
1717
2206

10.5
2.3
9.8
6.9

3.2
0.7
3.0
2.1

10
SU

0434
0646
1521

8.9
9.2
2.6

2.7
2.8
0.8

18
MO

0350
1047
1819
2259

10.8
1.3
10.5
7.5

3.3
0.4
3.2
2.3

11
MO

0005
0632
0737
1622

10.2
8.5
8.5
3.0

3.1
2.6
2.6
0.9

19
TU

0422
1130
1918
2357

10.8
0.7
10.8
8.2

3.3
0.2
3.3
2.5

12
TU

0052
0716
0937
1728

10.5
8.2
8.2
3.3

3.2
2.5
2.5
1.0

20
WE

0456
1216
2017

10.5
0.7
10.8

3.2
0.2
3.3

13
WE

0130
0746
1138
1832

10.5
7.2
8.2
3.6

3.2
2.2
2.5
1.1

21
TH

0101
0534
1303
2116

8.5
10.2
1.0
10.8

2.6
3.1
0.3
3.3

WE

TH

FR

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca
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The Opportunity To Elect A Parliament
Patrick Brown
A federal election has been called for May 2.
This is the opportunity for every Canadian to express
his or her opinion about the government of the nation,
and to influence its future.
There is a tendency for such a grand-sounding
statement to be dismissed as a naïve and futile hope.
Such cynicism has led many to disrespect parliament,
the fundamental institution of Canada’s government.
And to dismiss parliamentary elections as irrelevant
to their lives. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Canadians need to elect Members of Parliament who
are the most conscientious representatives, the most
inspired
visionaries,
the
most
persuasive
communicators, the most independent thinkers, and the
most devoted to the service of the nation.
An MP should represent not just the dominant
interest group in a constituency, but everyone there.
Likewise, the entire House of Commons, not any
party, is the government of the day.
There are five political parties. They endorse likeminded individuals, and their nomination of candidates
does serve as a kind of shorthand to assist the voter in
identifying common philosophical threads.
But political parties do all Canadians a disservice when
they limit the freedom of thought or expression of their
candidates and MPs, in order to promote a single
message.

Parliament Is The Government
Canada’s government is a representative parliamentary
democracy, not a presidential system. The Prime
Minister is merely an MP who is the leader of the party
with the most members in Parliament. This is generally
termed the ‘government’ party, and is responsible for the
budget and major legislation. However, it is Parliament
that has the authority and the responsibility to govern
Canada, not the Prime Minister.

Coalitions
As long as the Bloc Quebecois holds fifty or more seats out
of 308, it is extremely difficult for any of the other four
parties to achieve an absolute majority in the House of
Commons. A majority of Members of Parliament can
probably only be achieved by a coalition.
The concept of a coalition has been much derided. But a
coalition which includes the best leaders from more than one
party, the best visions from more than one party, and the best
ideas and initiatives from more than one party, may very well

result in a more representative, able, and imaginative
government than could be achieved by a single party.

Civility and Tradition
The successful functioning of the House depends on its rules
and traditions, the most fundamental of which is civility. If
the MPs are in fact the best Canadians that we want them
to be, they will naturally be civil out of respect for one
another.
A parliamentary election is successful if it results in a
Parliament that is representative of all Canadians and which
can ensure good government. This requires intelligent
debate both in the House of Commons and throughout the
nation. So elections, too, demand civility and respect.

The Opposition
The quotation ‘The duty of an opposition is to oppose’ has
been variously attributed to Benjamin Disraeli and Lord
Randolph Churchill (by his son, Winston). It is a
fundamental cynicism, and inherently destructive of both
reasoned debate and good government.
It contains not one, but two destructive concepts.
The first is that a party that is not the ‘government’ is
automatically in opposition.
The second is that the ‘opposition’ must oppose every
initative put forward by the government party.
The quotation should be restated as ‘The duty of a party
that is not the government is to put forward an alternative
to the government’s proposal, or to support it.’ Not as
ringingly poetic, perhaps, but far more constructive.
Another function of the ‘opposition’ is said to be ‘holding
the government to account’. This is in fact a responsibility
of every individual member, no matter which party
endorsement they hold.

The Voter’s Act of Democracy
The voter’s responsibility is to judge the candidates put
forward for Member of Parliament in his electoral area, and
decide which individual would not only best represent the
voters of the constituency, but which one would best serve
Canada. And then the voter’s duty is to actually go to the
polling place and vote.
We all know that voter participation has been steadily
declining across the nation, in the face of the cynicism
described above. But this small effort on the part of the voter
is the most important individual act of democracy in
Canada’s government. There should be no excuse for
missing the opportunity. 0
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Wildlife Part of the Pipeline Equation, Too
Paul C. Paquet and Chris Genovali, Raincoast Conservation Foundation

Photo: Eric Sambol

Grizzly bear sits at the tideline in the Great Bear Rainforest; what if there were an oil spill?

A

lthough rarely considered, many human activities
deprive wild animals of their life necessities by
destroying or impoverishing their surroundings,
causing suffering of individuals through displacement,
stress, starvation, and diminished security. Yet, the notion
that animal welfare applies to wildlife has escaped most
people, including animal welfarists and conservationists
alike.
In June 2010, Enbridge Inc filed an application for its
Northern Gateway Project with Canada’s National Energy
Board (NEB). The proposed project includes twin pipelines
running 1,172 kilometers (727 miles) over the rugged and
geologically unstable Rocky and Coast Mountains between
a tar sands refinery hub near Edmonton, Alberta and a
marine terminal near Kitimat, British Columbia. One of the
lines would carry tar sands crude to Canada’s north Pacific
coast for export to energy-hungry Asian and American
markets. The other would import highly toxic petroleum
condensate. Supertankers, each carrying up to two million
barrels of the world’s dirtiest oil or condensate, would

thread their way through precariously narrow channels to
the open ocean while emitting tons of pollutants into the
coastal environment.
The enormity and consequences of even a single spill
affecting this large, remote, and ecologically sensitive area
are simply too catastrophic to justify even a small risk of
disaster. Over time, catastrophic oil and condensate spills
on land and water are predictable. And from a hazard
perspective, the pipelines, storage facilities and tankers are
subject to the combined effects of simultaneous and
converging natural disasters, including earthquakes,
tsunamis, floods, wind events and forest fires.
To determine if the project is in the public interest and
should be allowed to proceed, the NEB is conducting
hearings to assess the economic, social, and environmental
impacts of the proposed pipeline development. These are
the supposed ‘three pillars of sustainable development,’ but
absent among the pillars is any consideration for the welfare
of wild animals affected by the construction, presence,
operation, and maintenance of the pipeline, or by the

shipping of oil by supertankers.
By using this faulty three legs of the stool model for
sustainable development and decision making, the NEB
perpetuates the myth that the environment is something
apart from the welfare of animals, humanity’s economy, and
our social well-being. Humanity is once again placed
outside the environment and the welfare of other species is
completely ignored.
The damage and deprivation to marine and terrestrial
wildlife from catastrophic oil spills have already been
extensive. For example, the effects of the Exxon Valdez
disaster 22 years ago this month on wildlife populations in
Alaska’s Prince William Sound have been widespread and
long lasting. Although the Exxon Valdez oil spill is indelible
in our minds as one of the most environmentally destructive
in history, it ranks only as the 53rd largest. Notably, its
disproportionate impact relates to the ecological wealth of
the west coast marine environment that was affected.
As an illustration of the incredible susceptibility of
OIL SPILL please turn to page 14
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SEAT SALE

FROM MARCH 13 TO MAY 31
ABSOLUTELY NO RESTRICTIONS

Vancouver
Nanaimo

Int. Airport

Departure Bay

79 69 59
+ HST

SOUTHERN

GULF ISLANDS

+ HST

SALT SPRING ISL.

NANAIMO

GANGES

DEPARTURE BAY

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

VANCOUVER INT. AIRPORT

RESERVATIONS: 1-800-447-3247

OR WWW.

Galiano I.
+ HST

SEAIRSEAPLANES.COM

Thetis I.
Mayne I.
Salt
Spring I.
Ganges

Saturna I.
Pender I.
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Dear Editor:
In your March 10 edition you reported that the Kinsol Trestle
would be open in March. However, work continues at the site
and word from the CVRD Parks Department is that the
opening will is now slated fro July 1. So we have three more
months to wait!
The fun news is that the right to open the bridge is being
raffled off by the South Cowichan Rotary. Funds to be used to
build an all-weather, easy-grade trail to access the canyon
bottom and its excellent views of the trestle.
The website for the raffle is www.kinsoltrestlelottery.info
John Thomas, Shawnigan Lake

TB: A Neglected Catastrophy

Dear Editor:
When a tsunami hit Japan, killing 20,000 people in one day,
the entire planet was made aware.
But tuberculosis kills 1,700,000 people annually and
remains almost unnoticed, except perhaps on March 24, World
TB Day.
We fear that the tsunami might have severe consequences
for the planet if the nuclear reactors overheated. We should
also fear multi and ultra drug-resistant tuberculosis strains that
could be far more devastating than a tsunami.
TB doesn’t occur in a place where TV cameras can converge,
but it is so far-reaching that the Global Stop TB plan foresees
its eradication in only 40 years if adequate resources are
invested.
It is through the CIDA (foreign aid) budget that Canada can
put up a sustained fight against TB. Let us not be complacent
about this disease; like radiations, bacteria don’t stop at
borders.
Pamela Walden-Landry, Montreal

Contempt of Parliament

Dear Editor:
Something in Canada stinks right now.
We the people through our elected MPs have just ejected a
government for contempt of parliament for the first time in our
history, and I am led to believe for the first time in the centuries
of the British parliamentary system.
The Prime Minister of this historically disgraced
government then comes before the cameras in the House of
Commons and refers to the carefully crafted election-provoking
budget as being the cause of his defeat, and not one word about
the contempt charges.
Thus within minutes of being ejected for contempt he is
already trying to mislead the Canadian people again with talk
of budgets and nonexistent coalitions.
For me there should to be a very clear result of this contempt
judgement and that is that any member of the contemptuous
government should be barred from running for a seat in the
House of Commons for a minimum of one cycle of parliament,
and should have their salaries and pensions suspended during
that time frame. ‘Let the punishment fit the crime and do the
time.’
Since this Prime Minister and his Reform/Alliance coalition
party refuse to even acknowledge that they could have done
anything in contempt of parliament and therefore the people
of Canada, it must be up to us as voters to give them that ‘time
out’ and reject all of them at the polls on May 2.
I am for freedom, democracy and respect for the people of
Canada, here and abroad.
Jeremy Arney, Victoria
Dear Editor:
In contempt of democracy and the taxpayer. That is the historic
tattoo branded on Mr Harper’s administration. We have had
three consecutive deliberately fudged federal budgets: the first
fudged by $10 billion dollars (the phoney sale of buildings), the
second out $50 billion (the denial of the recession a year after
it began sweeping the world) and the present budget that is
wrong by about $40 billion (jets and mega prisons). Add to that
money laundering, an advertising scam with criminal charges
laid, forged and concealed public documents, and public claims
that the government of Canada is really the Harper
Government.
Eugene Parks, Victoria

Who Determines The Issues Of An
Election?

Dear Editor:
All year individuals and families contact their local MP’s office
with the concerns that affect their daily lives, and these issues
are important to them not just on an appointed election date.
Some of these issues never get any attention or they are shuffled
off to some office or staff member that cannot resolve the
concerns of the individual, and on Election Day they will never
be resolved.
Election issues should not be set by political parties nor
should they be determined by governments who have not
throughout their term settled the public concerns and
individual concerns that have risen throughout their term in
office.
As a Canadian citizen I have exercised my democratic rights
throughout the process, during the time period any elected MP
has sat in the House, by bringing forward my concerns to

anyone of them in any party. At times I may receive a reply but
quite frankly nothing really comes of it.
Election time addresses your concerns; you can bring them
forward at the debates and find out why the most important
things to you are not part of their platform, and why your
concerns were never addressed in the past after raising them
over the years. Democracy holds your concerns up front and
the candidates are responsible to answer them with precise
answers and, if they don’t, you may wish to consider moving
on to another party or individual who will.
The outstanding issue for me as an individual is our nuclear
reactors operating in Canada, and as all of the world watches
what disaster has taken place in Japan, I am concerned. No, I
am more than concerned and I wonder why is it no-one has
brought this up as a major topic/concern in this federal
election.
With all the alternative power choices we have why would
we choose to have one that can destroy our very lives and
environment on this continent and planet? The question for
me is which Party, not candidate, will shut down these reactors
in Canada permanently to safeguard our lives and our
children’s future.
The issue for me in this election is to shut down these
reactors and permanently dismantle these sites. This is being
proposed in Germany as I type this letter. As for the waste that
is buried underground here in Canada, scientists can figure out
how we can get this contamination off this planet.
Cran Campbell, Delta

Are The Media Wrong?

Dear Editor:
I am alarmed over the media’s description of the apparent
public apathy toward the democratic process. I am a worried
Canadian. The process is supposed to be in place to protect our
democratic rights and freedoms, or so I thought.
I believe all of the politicians elected, in all of the parties at
all times, should be accountable to the electorate in a
responsible and timely fashion. It makes no sense to me that
we can bomb a foreign country to protect a people intent on
democracy if here at home we have no respect for the rules that
protect this form of governance.
If I cannot hold my government accountable for their
actions, am I living in a democracy? Do I really belong to a
small minority that is concerned about this issue or has the
media somehow been fooled into telling me I am?
Leslie Goresky, Texada Island

Coal At The Legislature

Dear Editor:
Why was coal dumped on the steps of the BC Legislature on an
early spring day? Was it a late gift from Santa Claus,
exasperated over our government’s lack of effective action on
climate change?
In fact, the coal came from ordinary citizens, me included.
And yes, we were peaceful; and yes, we cleaned up the coal.
The atmosphere is like a giant bath tub filled to the brim
with greenhouse gases, principally from the burning of coal.
The tub is now full—and the drain is not working due to our
destruction of forests and oceans.
So spewing out more gas will immediately cause climate
change events, like flooding, to spill out of the tub and onto our
land. This is happening, now.
Unusual flooding in BC and all over the world is one small
warning of the increasingly severe climatic misery about to rain
down on us unless we stop burning fossil fuels.
Nature does not care about our society’s need for coal, or
where greenhouse gases originate. If we continue to burn fossil
fuels, the physical laws of the universe will inflict serious global
warming consequences on the entire planet.
So our group dumped coal to protect our kids’ future.
Carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere are already past
350ppm, the threshold level which science says is necessary to
maintain a sustainable earth. We need to act to convince our
government to be leaders in this time of clear and present
danger.
A report endorsed by my own regional government on
Vancouver Island says ‘changes in surface water temperatures
and flow rates will result in cascading systems collapse’ and
that climate change ‘will have social and economic costs’.
But most politicians respond to climate change with vague
carbon-reduction targets—maybe in the future, and maybe
only 20, 50 or 80 % of our total emissions. And in the
meantime, a proposed Raven Coal Mine near Comox may be
built – what nonsense.
But BC coal exports make up about half of our total
provincial greenhouse gas emissions. Even though burned in
far away places like India, the released carbon dioxide flows
into the world’s shared atmospheric tub, and back onto our
land. Our politicians need to phase out coal exports.
I do realize that the loss of both cheap energy and steel may
present serious social and economic problems, but climate
change is a much worse threat. We can use non-fossil fuel
sources of energy and find alternative ways to make steel.
Non-violent direct action, like our recent act of dumping
coal on the Legislature steps without permission, can help
LETTERS, continued on next page
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, With image $39.20 (maximum 45 words) •
MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, With image $50.04 (maximum.70 words) • Credit card payment with order

Saturday, April 9

Saturday, Apr 16

Friday, April 22

West Coast Brass—four centuries of
music with SaltSpringers Derrick
Milton, Jim Stubbs, trumpet;
Vancouver french hornist Janet
Summers; Whidbey trombonist
Larry Heidel; and Gabriola bass
trombone John Capon • All Saints •
7:30pm • Tickets: $20, students $10, RE/MAX Salt Spring,
Acoustic Planet and at the door • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Awakening the Dreamer,
Changing the Dream of the
modern world—explore the
thinking that got us where we
are today; new insights leading
to deep connection and
surprising
solutions;
a
Transition Salt Spring event • Community Gospel Chapel • 15:30pm• Info: www.transitionsaltspring.ning.com/events,
www.pachamama.org • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fish and Bird—Mayne Island
Music Society presents the quintet
known for unusual time signatures
and funky approaches to traditional
sounds • Agricultural Hall • Doors
7pm; open stage 7:30pm; concert
8pm • Tickets: $15 at Happy Tides
and at the door • Info:
www.mayneislandmusic.ca, www.fishandbird.ca • ON MAYNE
ISLAND

Saturday, April 9
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT, APr 9: The King's
Speech (2010)—Colin Firth stars as Britain’s King George VI
and Geoffrey Rush is the speech therapist who helped the man
who did not expect to be king • Community Hall • 7:30pm
unless otherwise noted • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Mon, April 18 thru Tues, April 26
Spring Fever ‘104’—paintings by the Salt Spring Artists
Guild; enjoy stress free viewing and purchase original art;
OPENING rECEPTION: April 18, 2-5pm • ArtSpring, 100
Jackson Avenue, Ganges • Daily 10am-4pm • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Affordable! Bring People Through the Doors to Your Event!
Local & Salish Sea-wide Visibility
islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660
LETTERS from previous page

persuade our government to act. Al Gore and Jim Hansen, a
leading NASA scientist, support civil disobedience. Bill Gates
says that action on climate change is the most important thing
we can do.
Our objective is to ‘Keep Coal in the Ground’ in order to stop
the atmospheric bath tub from overflowing disastrously onto
our kids’ future. We will do more. We must.
Join us and give whatever support you can—see
www.stopcoal.ca.
Peter Nix, Maple Bay

Smart Meters
Dear Editor:
Under the corporate driven agenda of the Campbell
government our railway was given away, and public oversight
into that matter is being actively blocked. Our ferries were
privatized, and our hydro-electric birthrights are likewise being
quietly farmed out to private interests through initiatives like
run-of-the-river projects.
We Hydro customers and taxpayers are unknowingly
underwriting this secret process of BCHydro’s electricity
privatization through this government’s contracts requiring
BCHydro to purchase this private power, at over market prices.
These initiatives have been exempted from public oversight
and somehow the betrayal of the public trust, by elected and
unelected government officials, is thought not to be a criminal
matter.
This privatization has, and will be, funded by the everincreasing electricity rates aided by the mass imposition of the
so called Smart Meters.
These meters are basically microwave radio stations which
will eventually talk wirelessly, and endlessly to all your
appliances and your neighbor’s radio stations and their
appliances, wirelessly connected to the radio repeater stations
of other neighborhoods which will be wirelessly connected to
wireless repeaters attached to power poles.
Resulting in inescapable wireless pollution. Which is a
health and environmental consideration for many.
Given the tip of the wedge principle, power usage could
soon be completely controlled by private interests and we could
legally be billed by the watt instead of the kilowatt. (Anyone
remember gas at 49¢ an imperial gallon?)
All these microwave surveillance transmitters will require
power. And of course that extra power will all be billed to us,
the captive users.
It is being assumed that our consent can be assumed and
that we are just slaves, to be herded into the corporation’s
wireless cash-flow stream.
Tom Pickett, Salt Spring Island

The Green Voice
Dear Editor:
How convenient that the old boys consortium in broadcasting
and the old boys in government are able to agree that Elizabeth
May should be excluded from the TV debates.
Take another look, please:
1.The Green party has been on the hustings for a while.
Scrabbling, scrambling, scratching for votes and for open
minds to listen to the sound and thrill of fresh and new
positions, supported by the intellect and knowledge of its
leader;
2. 308 candidates are in place across the country—that’s
every riding, isn’t it?;
3. Over 1,000,000 of us voted Green in 2008, and before
that too; and

4. The Green Party is the party the environmental
movement in Canada absolutely needs.
Can you really truthfully, sincerely say that the voice of the
Green Party in Canada for the last four years should be
excluded? Can you really truthfully, sincerely say that the voice
of the Green Party in Canada today is not important enough
to get on national TV? Think about that. Think about all the
nonsense, boring, meaningless TV shows.
This is Canada! Move over rigidity. Open up to the Voice of
the People. I promise you all that if the Green voice is squelched
in this way, our Earth, our land, our people, our health,
environment, ecology, biodiversity, people’s trust in Canada’s
institutions will all suffer significantly.
‘The rule’ was set aside in 2008 due to public outcry. It’s too
bad that we have to go through this again, too bad that The
Consortium has not had the wisdom to move with the times,
but to take a step back in time again. Consortium—sounds like
ancient Rome? And I guess with a little effort we can know who
you are as well.
Popular uprisings have not historically been usual in this
country. Do any of you think this might change—given the
current climate?
Patricia Joyce, Galiano Island

TV Values
Dear Editor:
The so called ‘TV Consortium’ has cloaked itself with power of
greater influence than the highest level of government—the
power to significantly affect the outcome of the current federal
general election. I, for one, did not vote for any of the members
of this consortium (although I am a strong supporter of the
CBC—and that is a whole other matter to consider, see below).
There does need to be some kind of ‘test’ to determine
whether a political party qualifies for participation in the
debates. One test could be the number of candidates running
across the entire country, another could be based on the
assumption of % of popular vote in the last election and how
many seats in the House of Commons that could theoretically
represent. Another test would be to compare a party's relative
standing on a multiplicity of measures with the Bloc. If the Bloc
can be a participant in the debates, then it would seem a
‘minimum’ standard has been established.
So, a party that fields significantly fewer than the full 308
candidates; a party that runs candidates in only one province;
a party that won less than 20% of the popular vote in the last
election qualifies. So, other than the Green Party, who else is
even close to exceeding those minimums?
Now back to the CBC. The Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation, is our publicly funded, public broadcaster and as
such cannot discriminate so blatantly against a legitimate,
significant political party such as the Greens.
The following is from the CBC policies and can be viewed
at: http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca.
CBC’s Mission
We are Canada’s national public news and information
service. We are rooted in every region of the country and
report on Canada and the world to provide a Canadian
perspective on international news and current affairs.
We provide Canadians with information when and how
they want it, through an evolving range of media.
To serve the public interest
Our mission is to inform, to reveal, to contribute to the
understanding of issues of public interest and to encourage
citizens to participate in our free and democratic society.

Friday, April 22
Family-Friendly Earth Day Dance and Celebration—
sponsored by Pender Community Transition • Community Hall
• 7 pm • $5 per person or $10 per family • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Sunday, April 24
12th Annual South Pender Easter Art Walk—9 studios
showing works on canvas, paper, glass, jewellery and wood;
look for the yellow balloons; enter at each studio for a chance
to win an Easter basket of gifts from participating artists • 125pm • Info: Wendy Munroe 250-629-3559 • ON PENDER
ISLAND

To reflect diversity
We are committed to reflecting accurately the range of
experiences and points of view of all citizens. All Canadians,
of whatever origins, perspectives and beliefs, should feel
that our news and current affairs coverage is relevant to
them and lives up to our Values.
We have a special responsibility to reflect regional and
cultural diversity, as well as fostering respect and
understanding across regions.
To protect our independence
We are independent of all lobbies and of all political and
economic influence. We uphold freedom of expression and
freedom of the press, the touchstones of a free and
democratic society. Public interest guides all our decisions.
To act responsibly and to be accountable
We are aware of the impact of our journalism and are
honest with our audiences. We do not hesitate to correct
any mistake when necessary nor to follow-up a story when
a situation changes significantly.
The office of the Ombudsman reviews our practices against
the standards set out in these policies. We openly provide
the public with the means to judge and hold us to account
by sharing with it research we may use to measure the
quality and standards of our journalism.
We manage our resources responsibly. We strive for
journalistic excellence and best practices in all of our
journalistic endeavours.
CBC’s Values:
Accuracy
We seek out the truth in all matters of public interest.
We invest our time and our skills to learn, understand and
clearly explain the facts to our audience. The production
techniques we use serve to present the content in a clear
and accessible manner.
Fairness
In our information gathering and reporting, we treat
individuals and organizations with openness and respect.
We are mindful of their rights. We treat them evenhandedly.
Balance
We contribute to informed debate on issues that matter
to Canadians by reflecting a diversity of opinion. Our
content on all platforms presents a wide range of subject
matter and views.
On issues of controversy, we ensure that divergent views
are reflected respectfully, taking into account their relevance
to the debate and how widely held theses views are. We also
ensure that they are represented over a reasonable period
of time.
Impartiality
We provide professional judgment based on facts and
expertise. We do not promote any particular point of view
on matters of public debate.
Integrity
The trust of the public is our most valued asset. We avoid
putting ourselves in real or potential conflict of interest. This
is essential to our credibility.
Either the CBC means what it says, or it has fallen into the
dark hole of ‘corporate government’!
So, CBC, are you going to honour your mission or not?
John Hague, Gabriola Island
Ed Note: At press time, among other endorsers, two former ,
one Liberal (Paul Martin) have endorsed Green Party Leader
LETTERS, please turn to page 10
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Saanich-Gulf Islands Candidates
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Renée Hetherington, Liberal

rom raising cattle in British Columbia’s
Interior
to
raising
awareness
internationally about climate change and
its impacts on human evolution and behaviour,
Renée offers to public service and to the political
process a unique set of professional and personal
experiences that are unmatched.
Renée believes that the Saanich-Gulf Islands
riding can serve as a national model on how to
accommodate the competing pressures and
needs of the environment, agricultural
sustainability, business, arts and culture. Renée
is convinced that Canada has the capacity,
expertise and responsibility to proactively lead
the world in a new and promising direction, one
that embraces a strong economy and, most
important, a healthy environment for future
generations.
Renée will promote diversity, cooperation,
open communication and inclusiveness in all of
her decision-making. She will reach out to a
variety of stakeholders and judge her success by
her capacity to bring together different
individuals and groups committed to making
positive change, both for this riding and for
Canada as a world leader. Renée is courageous
and will speak up on behalf of her constituents.
Ongoing recognition, for her outstanding
work in academic and scientific research, her
past and present professional affiliations, her
national and international service record, and
her work as published author, is a strong

E

testament to Renée’s
capabilities
and
unlimited potential
as an exceptional
Liberal candidate
and Member of
Parliament
for
Saanich-Gulf
Islands.
Renée is
co-author of
Cambridge
Press’ ‘The
Climate
Connection’ with evolutionary biologist Robert
G B Reid. Renée’s academic credential include a
BA in Business and Economics from Simon
Fraser, MBA from the University of Western
Ontario and an Interdisciplinary PhD in
Anthropology, Biology, Geography and Geology.
Renée was also awarded a National Science and
Engineering Research Doctoral Fellowship for
her work on the Queen Charlotte Islands/Haida
Gwaii.
Renée was a co-owner of a family security
business and 450-head cattle ranch in the BC
Interior as well as being elected BC’s Cattlemen’s
Association Council Director and Executive
Director.
Renée and husband Bob live in North
Saanich and have two sons who are both in
University.

Elizabeth May, Green Party

lizabeth May is the Leader of the Green
Party of Canada, one of our country’s
most respected environmentalists, and a
loving mother and grandmother. She has won
numerous awards and is an Officer of the Order
of Canada. A regular columnist for Island Tides,
Elizabeth has also published seven books. Last
December, Newsweek magazine named her one
of the world’s most influential women, along with
Hillary Clinton and Michelle Obama.
Elizabeth started her quest for a healthy
planet at a young age; as a teenager in Nova
Scotia, she led a campaign to prevent pesticide
spraying on the forests of Cape Breton Island.
After graduating from Dalhousie Law School, she
then worked for the Public Interest Advocacy
Centre, representing Pollution Probe and
Friends of the Earth, and helped found the
Canadian Environmental Defence Fund.
Elizabeth has extensive experience in Ottawa.
In 1986, she became senior policy advisor to then
federal Environmental Minister, Tom McMillan,
where she was instrumental in the creation of
several national parks, including South Moresby
on Haida Gwaii. She was also involved in
negotiating the Montreal Protocol to protect the

ozone
layer
and
continues to be
involved in high
level
climate
negotiations on an
international level.
In 1989, Elizabeth
became
the
Executive
Director of
the Sierra
Club
of
Canada and
for the next seventeen years she built one of
Canada’s leading environmental organizations.
She has led a decorated and distinguished public
career.
In 2009, Elizabeth released her seventh book,
Losing Confidence: Power, Politics, and the
Crisis in Canadian Democracy. In it, she asks
Canadians to make change happen, reminding
us that ‘Democracy is not a spectator sport.’ She
calls for a new kind of politics that is more
positive, where different parties can work
together and where the focus is on generating
policies and programs that benefit people, the

Edith Loring-Kuhanga, NDP

am running in the federal election because I
believe that voters in Saanich-Gulf Islands
deserve a choice that bolsters our local
representation in Parliament.
We need a change from what we have seen in
recent years, where Ottawa is
represented here. I have been
deeply involved in the Saanich-Gulf
Islands community for more than
25 years and have raised my family
here.
I have contributed to the
community as a Saanich school
trustee and President and owner of
First Nations Training and
Consulting Services, a successful
small business that provides
training and education. For my
work in education, training and
development, I was honoured with
the YMCA Woman of Distinction Award in 2002.
Before I obtained my education degree from
the University of Victoria, I was born and raised
in north central BC. I am a member of the
Gitxsan First Nation, and my mother was a
hereditary chief.
More important are the reasons I am running
for office. As a First Nations woman, I am deeply
conscious of our roles as stewards of the
environment and our society. On the Saanich
School Board, I serve on the Green Committee.
One of my top concerns is the possibility that
oil tankers may be allowed off our coasts, putting
us one accident away from the ruin of sensitive
ecosystems that many of us, including First
Nations people, rely on. We must develop
measures to protect our coast, which is one of the
most important and unique attributes of our

I

community. I am proud that the NDP is leading
the fight against climate change.
I want to take our concerns to Parliament as
part of Jack Layton’s NDP team, the only real
alternative in BC to the Conservatives.
The NDP led the way for
social programs like pensions
and health care, and today we
remain
the
strongest
defenders of these vital
programs. I support Jack
Layton’s work to increase the
benefits available through the
Canada Pension Plan. Our
retirees deserve a decent
standard of living, and I will
make that one of my top
priorities.
Even more important is
our medicare system, which
has suffered under the weight of cutbacks and
privatization schemes from Conservative and
Liberal governments. As the party of Tommy
Douglas, we in the NDP want to make our public
health care system stronger and more effective in
the days to come.
A big concern of mine is affordability for
families squeezed by the recession and by
careless government decisions, such as the
imposition of the HST. The NDP is the only party
that stood against the HST in Parliament when
Liberals and Conservatives voted for it.
In my life, I have worked hard to promote
education, social justice and our environment.
These reflect values that were passed to me by my
elders as our obligations to future generations. I
hope that you will be able to support me by voting
for me on May 2.

Gary Lunn, Conservative

t has been my honour to represent your
interests in Ottawa as your Member of
Parliament since 1997. As a seventeen-year
resident of the riding, I have always focused on
being your local representative first and
foremost, and I’ve worked hard to bring your
concerns to Ottawa.
Since 2006, I’ve had the
additional honour of sitting at
the cabinet table, where we
have delivered on key priorities
including:
Successfully implementing
the Economic Action Plan.
Since July 2009 over 480,000
jobs have been created and the
economy has grown for 6
straight quarters. On Pender
Island, over $2.6 M was
provided for needed water
system upgrades in the Magic
Lake area.
Cut taxes 120 times to date including
reducing the GST to 5%, and income splitting for
pensioners. We need to keep taxes low, and the
Conservative Party is the only party committed
to doing so.
Investing in key areas like the environment,
and equipment for the Canadian Forces.
Helping families through targeted tax
measures, including the Universal Child Care
Benefit, and the Children’s Fitness Tax Credit.
On March 28, Prime Minister Stephen Harper
announced our government’s intention to extend
income-splitting for couples with children under
the age of 18.
Making our communities safer. We’ve passed
12 tough new laws including the Tackling Violent
Crime Act and the Truth in Sentencing Act.
If re-elected, I would continue our
government’s work that was interrupted when

Parliament collapsed. The measures we
proposed in Budget 2011 would: enhance the
GIS, helping more than 680,000 low-income
seniors across Canada; create a new Children’s
Arts Tax Credit on fees paid for arts and cultural
programs; extend the ecoENERGY retrofit for
homes program to help
families lower their heating
and electrical bills; Invest in
clean energy technology and
innovation,
including
expanded tax support for
clean energy generation; bring
the deficit down a further
25%, and stay on track to see
it eliminated by 2015.
In addition to these
important
economic
measures, I would also like to
finish some of the other work
that was left undone in the last
Parliament. Particularly, pass
our anti-human smuggling legislation. This bill
would take tough action to prevent the abuse of
our immigration system. We need to welcome
legitimate asylum seekers, but target the human
smugglers that prey on those seeking a better life.
Also eliminate the wasteful and pointless long
gun registry that has cost so much to implement,
and yet not made our streets any safer. Lastly, to
reform the Senate—establishing term limits for
Senators, as well as ensuring future Senators are
elected, not appointed.
I’ve worked hard as your representative—
and truth be told I would have preferred to
continue that work, rather than engage in an
unnecessary election. However, now that we are
here, I am asking for your support so I can go
back to Ottawa and continue making a positive
difference on your behalf.

economy, health and the environment.
One of the local issues that Elizabeth is deeply
concerned about is the plan to allow huge oil
tankers carrying dirty Athabasca tar sands crude
oil past the Gulf Islands on their way to California
and China. This plan holds incredible and
unacceptable risks for our rich marine and
coastal ecosystems, as well as our tourism
industry. Elizabeth continues to push for a
legislated ban on crude oil tankers along BC’s
coast.
On a global level, Elizabeth has been deeply
distressed about the tragic nuclear meltdown in
Japan. She knows that we must prevent such a
tragedy ever happening again. She has been

consulting with the former head of Canada's
nuclear safety regulator, Linda Keen, and is
deeply worried about the safety of Canada’s
ageing nuclear facilities, some of which are
located on fault lines.
As the candidate for Saanich–Gulf Islands,
Elizabeth has been endorsed by authors Ronald
Wright, Margaret Atwood and Farley Mowat,
climate activist Guy Dauncey, and environmental
lawyer David Boyd, just to name a few. She is
hoping for your vote. Make history in SaanichGulf Islands by supporting Elizabeth.
For more information, call the Saltspring
office
at
250-931-0323
or
visit
www.elizabethmay.ca.
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Pender gardeners get going

SURGE NARROWS
FLOATING POST OFFICE

Photostory: Sue Bailey

Mr Johnston’s 6-7 class gets planting. This is the 8th year that the Pender Island Farmer’s Institute has
sponsored the School Garden Project’s Seed Day.
Students from every grade came out on this cold and windy March day to plant pole beans, bush beans, zucchini,

Hello Read Islanders!
Your Island Tides are coming to you a bit differently this
time (one big bundle for your post-person to put into the
boxes). Let us know if it works and if you get Island
Tides sooner than before, please.

and nasturtiums and were given potatoes and tomato seedlings to plant at home or at the School Garden. Back in their

Hello Whaletown folks on Cortes

warm classrooms, they placed the pots on the window sills, washed their hands, and enthusiastically talked about their

If anyone is not getting a newspaper tell Postmistress
Hélene to call us and we’ll arrange it.

garden plans and the ‘huge zucchini’ they grew last year.
It will be lots of fun to see the fruits and vegetables of their labours exhibited at the Fall Fair on August 27th!

10 Questions For Candidates
On page 6, opposite, we have profiles of four
Saanich–Gulf Islands candidates; other candidates may
yet file. We apologize for missing them but we have to
start somewhere.
Saanich-Gulf Islands, where many of our readers will
vote, has a cabinet minister incumbent and a federal
party leader as a candidate. It may be the electoral district
where a very significant break-through for the Green
Party takes place.
We hope to have more information on other electoral
districts in our next edition, for more of the electoral
districts on the coast, see Elections Canada map, page 2.
Meanwhile here are ten questions that we think are
very relevant to Canada’s future. We are gratified to see
that some have already come up. You could clip the
questions out and see how candidates do in the media
and at All-Candidates meetings. (Andrew Loveridge
(250-539-2507) lets us know that Galiano Ratepayers are
hosting the meeting on that island on Thursday, April 28,
Lions Hall.)
The question we didn’t ask and which seems to be at
the top of readers’ minds, depite its eclipse in the other
media, is nuclear safety. You can read a lot about it in this
edition.
1. What is your vision for the future of the Canadian
economy? How do you see the relative importance of
resource extraction, manufacturing, agriculture, the services

And thanks to Postmistress Jamie at
Mansons Landing for you recent help.

Happy Easter from all at Island Tides

sector, the knowledge industries?
2. Canada’s future depends on the skills of its people. Do
you favour changing the financial structure of postsecondary education, and if so, what sort of
federal/provincial arrangements would you favour?
3. What should be Canada’s international positions with
regard to the US, Europe, Africa, South America, Southeast
Asia, China, the Middle East, and Russia; the United
Nations and NATO?
4. The RCMP has both a national role and is under
contract to provinces and municipalities for local law
enforcement. How should the RCMP be governed?
5. What future role do you see for Canada’s armed
forces? Do you see a need for the proposed fleet of F-35
fighters?
6. Do you favour proportional representation? If so, how
should it be implemented?
7. Do you support the export of tar sands bitumen or
synthetic crude to Asia? If so, how should it be transported?

ELIZABETH

MAY
www.elizabethmay.ca
Your Candidate

Saltspring Green Office Now Open
Mon-Sat 9-5, 130 McPhillips,
across from the library, phone (250) 931-0323
Volunteer, pick up a lawn sign - Help MAKE HISTORY!
Authorized by the Official Agent for Elizabeth May

Rainwater Harvesting Systems
A B O V E & B E L O W G RO U ND A P PL I C A T I O N S
FEATURING

world leading
brands

8. Do you favour a general shift from corporate to
consumer taxation? Do you see a role for a carbon tax?
9. The Canadian population includes an increasing
proportion of seniors. How do you see this impacting:
income policy; social policy; health policy?
10. If, after the election, no single party had a majority of
the seats in the house, would you/your party join a
coalition? 0

GALIANO LIBRARY from page 1

available at press time.
More than book storage, the new building will feature
comfortable seating, work tables, WiFi internet access, a
dedicated children’s area, display space for artwork and a
meeting room for use by community groups. It will
accommodate up to 18,000 books as well as e-books, DVDs

and periodicals.
General voting is at the South Hall on April 23, Advance
Poll on April 13. All residents over 18, both owners and
renters, are eligible to vote, as well as non-resident property
owners.
For
more
information,
go
to
www.galianolibrary.org. 0

GORDON’S HOMES

Your Gulf Island Experts in New and Used
Modular and Manufactured Homes.

From our Island to yours - we deliver.
Check our website www.gordonshomesales.com
We have many homes available all set up in some beautiful
parks for your consideration or custom order one for own land.

Gordon’s Homes
1985 South Wellington Rd, Nanaimo

1-800-616-1291

gorhomes@shaw.ca

www.gordonshomesales.com

NEW!

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
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Photostory: Derek Holzapfel, naturediver.com

On March 18, I had a wonderful dive off Gowlland Beach, South Pender. This bright Orange Peel Nudibranch was photographed down at 20m where the water was a clear, cold 7ºC. It was a
treat as I don’t see them too often. Size was approximately 10cm x 20cm. My reference book states that it is edible, but why would one try?

Ferry fares up again ~ Patrick Brown
April Fool’s day saw ferry fares take their
regular annual increase; this time, about
3.3% on the main routes and up to 7.6%
on the minor routes.
The main routes between the BC
Mainland and Vancouver Island
generally make money or break even, so
their fares rise at roughly the same rate
as costs. The minor routes, on the other
hand, are subsidized by the provincial
government.
But this subsidy has not risen over
the eight years (since 2003) when the
BC Ferries operation was ‘privatized’—
an elaborate government charade
intended to project the illusion that the
government was saving money by
writing a firm ‘contract’ for ferry services
with the new company, BC Ferries
Services Inc (still government owned).
The 2003 ferries legislation required
that the profitable main routes not
subsidize the unprofitable minor routes.
Since the provincial subsidy, applied
only to the minor routes, has not
increased, all cost increases since 2003
on the minor routes have been borne by
ferry users, resulting in fare increases

three to four times the cost of living.
Over a four year ‘performance term’ this
amounts to a 35% fare increase.

New Fares
This pattern continues with the April,
2011 fares. The regular car and driver
return fare between Swartz Bay and the
Southern Gulf Islands rises from $42.50
to $45.65; the commuter rate, charged
to your BC Ferries’ ‘Experience Card’ (a
pay-in-advance charge card), rises from
$28.35 to $30.50. The Buckley Bay to
Denman Island return fare, typical of
routes between Vancouver Island and
the smaller Islands, rises from $27.35
for a car and driver to $29.20, with the
new ‘Experience Card’ fare rising to
$17.40.

Tsawwassen- Southern
Gulf Islands
The Tsawwassen to Gulf Islands run
(Route 9) has two fare levels: the ‘offpeak fare’, which applies throughout the
winter and on weekdays in the summer,
and the ‘regular fare’ which applies on
summer weekends. The off-peak car
FERRY FARES, please turn to page 15

Organic farmers’ take on Monsanto
Canadian Organic Growers (COG), Canada’s
largest organic farming organization, has
joined 59 other farming associations, seed
companies and farmers in a legal action
against Monsanto to challenge the chemical
giant’s patents on transgenic (genetically
modified) seed.
In a lawsuit filed on March 29, the Public
Patent Foundation (PUBPAT), a Manhattanbased public interest law association, asks the
court to consider whether Monsanto has the
right to sue farmers for patent infringement if
Monsanto’s genetically modified seed lands on
their farm. Dan Ravicher, PUBPAT’s Executive
Director, said, ‘ It seems quite perverse that an
organic farmer whose land is contaminated by
transgenic seed could be accused of patent
infringement, but Monsanto has made such
accusations before and is notorious for having
sued hundreds of farmers for patent
infringement, so we had to act to protect the
interests of our clients.’
One of the goals of the suit is to demonstrate
that the biotechnology patents issued to
Monsanto, the manufacturer of DDT, Agent
Orange, PCBs and a host of other toxins, are
not in the public interest. In 1817, US Justice
Story wrote that to be patentable, an invention

must not be ‘injurious to the well-being, good
policy, or sound morals of society,’ and that ‘a
new invention to poison people...is not a
patentable invention.’
COG member and organic farmer Arnold
Taylor said ‘I’m thrilled that Canadian Organic
Growers and other farm organizations are not
afraid to stand up to the most dominant
chemical company on the planet to defend the
rights of farmers. Genetically modified seeds
threaten the diversity of our seed supply,
farmers’ rights to save seed and jeopardize the
livelihoods of farmers who could lose access to
international markets.’
According to Laura Telford, National
Director of Canadian Organic Growers,
‘Organic standards place the responsibility to
produce crops free of genetic contamination on
the shoulders of organic farmers. Farmers are
required to take appropriate measures to
ensure that their crops are not subject to
contamination from neighbouring fields. With
the proliferation of patents for new transgenic
crops from Monsanto, including most recently,
a patent for Roundup Ready herbicide tolerant
alfalfa, farmers’ ability to grow organic crops is
becoming increasingly difficult.’ 0
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April in the Garden
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Was not a bunch of carrots worth just as much as a ham?
The day is coming when a single carrot will signify a
revolution.
—Emile Zola, 1886

an eel, along with a few mussels, clams and the crab.
Though, this list is still in dispute by members of the
Bouillabaisse Restaurant Association in Paris.

his wonderful season is characterized by change—it
blows hot and then cold, it rains and shines, every
half hour. Native species happily tramp on
regardless. Tender immigrants are not happy with wind or
cold, and get really upset if there is an early morning frost.
As I write (in late March) the grasses, roses, rhubarb and
fava beans are growing. Daffodils & hyacinths are flowering
and, under glass without artificial heat, tomatoes, basil,
broccoli, and cauli are reaching skyward.
Any day when it is not raining is a good day to weed and
dig over the ground and add a layer of compost with a
sprinkling of lime and bone meal. Rich, cultivated earth is
Nirvana for weeds so removing them before they flower will
save a lot of sweat in May. In this climate I cannot
overemphasis the value of a coldframe or greenhouse. This
year I am replacing my old wooden raised beds with ones
made of concrete half-blocks that are warmer, will not
harbor wood bugs, and will last forever with minimum
maintenance. And some will get a removable glass top, free
courtesy of the recycling depot. That way, regardless of the
weather, we will have tomatoes, peppers and melons in the
summer, and all the salads and vegetables we need through
the winter.
Homes and gardens are works in progress and that
implies one or more unfinished projects and sometimes
piles of stuff left outside to be dealt with tomorrow, or
sometime. These rare collections can become an eyesore
and a mental irritant reminding us of what needs to be done
when all we want is to relax with a good Scotch. Some plants
make a really good temporary screen or cover according to
need. For unfinished sheds and larger structures, hops and
runner beans are amazing. Hops is a perennial plant that
dies down each winter and starting around this time they
send up long tendrils that can reach thirty feet, covered in
attractive leaves and yellow flowers all summer long. Two
of these vines will self-climb and easily cover a garage in a
season. Scarlet runner beans are not beans at all, they are a
perennial variety of vetch and given some sun and water,
they too will grow up to ten feet, are thick with brilliant beeloving flowers and the ‘beans’ are great with Hollandaise
sauce. For that pile of rubble or scrap fencing try scattering
a handful of nasturtium seeds. Nasturtiums thrive on sun
and poor soil, and they too are good to eat.
Speaking of colour: last year’s hanging baskets should be
hauled out of retirement this month and reconstructed.
Baskets are crowded and subject to a lot of sun so make sure
the potting compost you use is has plenty of nutrients to feed
your plants all summer long and has a good peat or
vermiculite base to hold water. For a good show choose
plants that really like the heat, geraniums, for example, or
petunias. Older types of petunia have a lovely scent
attractive to humming birds. And, if like me you enjoy a fine
fragrance, put a pinch of night-scented-stock in each basket.
These insignificant little plants produce violet-coloured
flowers that open only in the evening and produce a
fabulous tropical fragrance.

Marseilles Bouillabaisse
1 onion, 1 clove garlic, 1 leek, & some celery
½ cup olive oil
Salt & pepper to taste
2 Kilos very fresh fish such as eel, skate, cod, halibut...
3 tomatoes,
Another onion, a large pinch of saffron, a fennel root &
more garlic
Yet more garlic, 2 egg yolks & a hot chili
Mussels, scallops, crab, etc
Chop the vegetables into a large iron pot and fry in the
oil until golden. Cut off the heads & tails of your fish and
throw then in the pot. Season, cover with water and stew
slowly for a half hour. Strain off the stock and return to pot.
Add the remaining vegetables. Set the table. Cut the fish into
chunks and add to the brew. Pound the last of the garlic with
the yolks and chili to make a paste and stir into your elixir.
Pour another glass of wine and toss the shellfish into the
pot. Cover and cook for five minutes. Serve with a baguette
and a spoon.

T

This Month’s Recipes
Bouillabaisse
The traditional dish of Marseilles, Bouillabaisse is essentially
a fish stew boiled with herbs. It is more of a cooking method
than a recipe and there are as many variations as there are
fish in the sea. To make it properly carry a large heavy pot
down to the beach, gathering wild herbs along the way.
Light a driftwood fire, put the herbs in the pot with a litre
or so of seawater, then go fishing. Catch at least two varieties
of finny fish and while you are dragging your dory back up
the beach pick up a few shellfish and a crab or two. Toss all
of the above into the pot while you open a bottle of
Chateauneuf-du-Rothschild-78 and slip into a tux.
Zealot traditionalists insist that authenticity can be
achieved only with a rock fish such as snapper, a little cod,

Mocha Cream
1 egg yolk
¼ cup strong coffee (is there any other kind?)
1 Tbsp sugar
1 Tbsp shaved chocolate
1 Tbsp Kahlua, or brandy
½ cup whipped cream
Beat the yolk, sugar and coffee together. Heat in a saucepan,
stirring constantly until thickened. Add the chocolate and
liqueur. Fold in the cream. Serve warm or cold with fresh
fruit. Or scoop it up with the remains of your baguette. In
cases of emergency, use your partner’s fingers. 0

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS TO THE
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND
SAFETY REGULATION
AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 225
AND 226 OF THE WORKERS
COMPENSATION ACT OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services
Celebrating 8 years of service in beautiful Sidney By-the-Sea

250-655-4884

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• make a good contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS help
keep all this great news coming!
If you are already receiving Island Tides in your
Island mailbox or if you pick it up from one of
our yellow boxes or racks located from Victoria
to Campbell River or, if you read online, you can
show your support and appreciation by mailing a
voluntary subscription of

($25 + hst = $28.00) or
an amount of your choice to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who
have sent voluntary subscriptions and extra
donations. Keep those lovely phone calls, cards,
letters, and emails coming, too!
We paste them in our scrapbooks!

WORKSAFEBC – WORKERS’ COMPENSATION BOARD OF B.C.
HEREBY GIVES NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE OCCUPATIONAL
HEALTH AND SAFETY REGULATION (BC Reg. 296/97, as amended)
The proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (“OHSR”) pertain to:
• Part 4, General Conditions – relating to a third option to protect workers assigned to work alone in a
late night retail premises.This third option is proposed because some employers have found it
impracticable to install barriers to separate workers from the public or alternatively employ two
workers on shift during late night hours;
• Part 6, Substance Specific Requirements; and consequential amendments to Part 20, Construction,
Excavation and Demolition – relating to updating asbestos requirements;
• Part 6, Substance Specific Requirements – relating to updating the reference to the Pesticide
Control Act;
• Part 9, Confined Spaces – relating to clarifying that atmospheric testing must be conducted by a
qualified person;
• Part 12, Tools, Machinery and Equipment – relating to safer driven-feed mobile chipper requirements;
• Part 14, Cranes and Hoists – relating to updating the reference to the Elevating Devices Safety Act;
• Part 15, Rigging – relating to clarifying the correct number of wire rope clips to be used in wire rope splices;
• Part 16, Mobile Equipment – relating to the requirement for trailer units with a dump box to have a
permanently affixed mechanical device capable of supporting the empty box in the raised position;
• Part 20, Construction, Excavation and Demolition – relating to new requirements that concrete
pumps and placing booms meet the requirements of CSA Standard Z151-09;
• Part 23, Oil and Gas – relating to updating the reference to the Power Engineers and Boiler and
Pressure Vessel Safety Act;
• Part 28, Agriculture – relating to the requirement for rollover protective structures on agricultural tractors;
• Removal from the OHSR of the requirements for “prior approval” or “prior permission” before
proceeding with certain types of work or using certain work arrangements. The sections identified for
change by identifying specific requirements or referencing standards are as follows: Part 5, Chemical
Agents and Biological Agents, relating to extended work periods; Part 14, Cranes and Hoists, relating
to chimney hoists; Part 19, Electrical Safety, relating to high voltage; Part 21, Blasting Operations,
relating to mobile drill rigs;
• Removal from the OHSR of the requirements for “acceptable to the Board” before proceeding with
certain types of work or using certain work arrangements. The sections identified are in Part 6,
Substance Specific Requirements, and relate to: the removal of asbestos debris and acceptance
from the Board; posting warning signs and acceptance from the Board; and monitors and alarms for
equipment and machinery and acceptance from the Board.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
You are invited to provide feedback on the proposed regulatory amendments. Your views may be
presented orally at the public hearings and/or submitted in writing. Please register if you wish to
make an oral presentation at the public hearings by telephoning 604-232-7744 or toll free in BC
1-866-614-7744 prior to the hearing.
Information on the proposed amendments and the public hearings, including details of registration/
participation procedures, are on WorkSafeBC’s website at www.worksafebc.com.
PUBLIC HEARING DETAILS
Date
May 3, 2011
May 10, 2011
May 12, 2011
May 31, 2011

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting

UNITING ISLANDS—BIG AND SMALL

June 2, 2011
Session Times:

Location
Coast Inn of the North
770 Brunswick Street, Prince George, BC
Prestige Rocky Mountain Resort & Convention Centre
209 Van Horne Street South, Cranbrook, BC
Executive Airport Plaza Hotel & Conference Centre
7311 Westminster Highway, Richmond, BC
Best Western Kelowna Hotel & Suites
2402 Highway 97 N, Kelowna, BC
Coast Victoria Harbourside Hotel & Marina
146 Kingston Street, Victoria, BC
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS
The deadline for receipt of written submissions is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, June 3, 2011. Written
submissions can be made online or via e-mail, fax, mail, or delivered at the public hearings
during the session times.
Online:
via the WorkSafeBC website at www.worksafebc.com
E-mail:
regquery@worksafebc.com
Fax:
604-279-7599; or toll-free in BC: 1-877-279-7599
Mail:
Policy and Research Division
WorkSafeBC – Workers’ Compensation Board of B.C.
P.O. Box 5350, Station Terminal
Vancouver, BC V6B 5L5
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Coastal community achievers
In a total of 36 province-wide, five people in Island
Tides’ area were honoured in the eighth annual BC
Community Achievement Awards.

Judy Hagen, Quadra Island
Judy Hagen has demonstrated an outstanding
volunteer spirit and commitment to her community
of Quadra Island and the north coast of Vancouver
Island. Judy is emergency social services director
and supporter of the Speed Watch program, the
Quadra Island Volunteer Fire Department, the
Quadra Island Tourist Information Centre for the
Old Age Pensioners and the Chamber of Commerce,
and also presents dog safety programs in local
schools and around the community.

Kalliana King, Cowichan Bay
Kalliana King is a remarkable young girl who has a
special inner desire to help others. Two years ago, at
age eight, inspired by a young friend with muscular
dystrophy, she began a fundraising project. She
sought pledges from family, friends, teachers and
teammates, dyed her hair pink and then shaved it all
off. Kalliana singlehandedly raised $14,600 for
Muscular Dystrophy Canada.

Pamela Mar, Nanaimo
From developing and delivering historical walking
tours of downtown Nanaimo to heading a team that

catalogued and repaired the large collection of
Nanaimo Museum textiles, Pamela Mar is dedicated
to preserving the history and heritage of her region.
Pamela has also volunteered with the Nanaimo
Regional General Hospital Auxiliary for over forty
years.

Jim Milina, Comox
Jim Milina is a national ambassador for the Rick
Hansen Foundation and the Wheels in Motion event
leader in the Comox Valley. Jim demonstrates every
day his courage to move on after a life-changing
injury and in so doing inspires others through
motivational speeches and presentations to schools.
Jim was the first quadriplegic to ascend Mount
Kilimanjaro, where he set a world altitude record.

Tom Weegar, Port Alberni
The impact of Tom Weegar’s volunteer leadership of
the Literacy Alberni Society is significant. He has
established funding, a group of volunteers to serve
on the board and tutors to support its many literacy
programs. The results of his work are measurable:
many new Canadians and literacy-challenged
individuals are receiving much needed help in
reading and writing, therefore improving their
opportunities for employment and further
education. 0

Easter parade on wheels
Get your wheels, decorate them and your gear and cruise through
Ganges, Salt Spring Island on Easter Sunday. That’s the Parks &
Recreation Commission invitation to owners of bikes, trikes, blades, and
boards.
The parade is to celebrate the publication of the Salt Spring Island
Cycling Survey Report, funded by the SSI Transportation Commission.
Last summer, Island Pathways Bicycle Working Group conducted a
survey asking islanders and visitors about their SSI cycling experiences,
wishes, and advice. Their feedback is helping the SSI Transportation
Commission and CRD Director get on with paving a bikeway from
Vesuvius through Ganges to Fulford. Improvements begin this year
through Ganges, then Ganges Hill, with more and more kilometres to
follow.
The Bicycle Working Group is spearheading these initiatives to help
make Salt Spring the great cycling island it’s rumoured to be. With good
effort and luck, the tykes on bikes in the parade will be able to ride on
wide shoulders the length of the island in … what? Five years? Let’s make
it so!
In the meantime, to join the parade, meet at the skateboard park at
10:30am on Easter Sunday. The parade starts at 11am, wending through
town, ending near the bandstand in Centennial Park. The bandstand
will be full of displays and materials about cycling on Salt Spring.
For further info, contact Brenda Guiled (rhymes with wild),
ssibicyclewg@gmail.com, 250-653-4722. 0

LIGHTSTATIONS from page 1

observed by the human eye. A telling example of staffed and
unstaffed lightstations occurred last November 14, when the
Senate committee flew to visit Saturna’s automated East
Point Light during their enquiry. Or rather, didn’t fly—the
automated weather report said it was a ‘no go’ when actually
at the appointed time the local reception committee was
waiting and waiting in clear air and sunshine.
When we think of lightstations and Coast Guard, we
think of rescues. Manned lighthouses actually save money
on rescues, giving feedback that no machine can give.
Abram tells of a ‘barge on fire’ report which, with the aid of
a pair of binoculars, a lightkeeper identified as a garbage
burning barrel on the deck; thus keeping rescue crews on
the ground.
Manned lightstations are not just about rescues,
however. Canada’s east and west coast waters, and the air
above them, are home to $11.8 billion of commerce.
Ecotourism, floatplane companies, commercial fishery,
sport fishery, tourist lodges, forestry, aquaculture,
environmental monitoring, and fisheries protection are a
few of the activities that Jim Abram can rattle off as
depending on current local weather conditions.
LETTERS from page 5

Elizabeth May’s right to be included in the televised
Leadership Debate. The debate will be aired on April 12 - don’t
miss it!

How Close Has Canada Come To A
Nuclear Disaster?
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www.shorelinedesign.ca

Dear Editor:
Canada’s nuclear reactors are considered to be much safer than
those used in many parts of the world. Their safety is inherent
in the use of heavy water as the reaction moderator, and in the
many fail-safe shutoffs engineered into their design. But
Japan’s Fukushima catastrophe should give us pause on all
aspects of nuclear power, because radioactivity itself is an
inherently dangerous thing. Since Hiroshima and Nagasaki, no
nation in the world knows this more acutely than does Japan.
Yet today, Japan faces the worst nuclear crisis in the world
since 1945. Radioactivity levels in drinking water are now above
safe limits for a large segment of the Japanese population.
We should never take anything for granted when it comes
to nuclear safety issues. Unfortunately, not all our politicians
think along those lines. Consider the case of Gary Lunn, the
man who fired Linda Keen.
Canada’s NRU medical isotope reactor at Chalk River began
operation in 1957. In 1958 it suffered a major radiation leak,
which took may months to contain. By 2007, Linda Keen, the

Lightstation operators can look out the window and give
that vital information with an immediacy that machines
can’t. This oils the wheels of commerce and keeps essential
services moving. Coastal commerce depends on accurate
weather reports to be able to decide to go about its business
or wait out the weather in port.
And sometimes it not just about getting from A to B.
Recent herring fishery openings are a good example.
Working boats can get minute-by-minute weather about the
spots where the fish are and know if it’s safe to get from
wherever they are in port to the fishing grounds.
Given the short notice for an ‘opening’ and the short
window of time in which boats may fish, local weather is
vital for both business and safety. Huge dollars are invested
in this uncertain, weather-dependent industry—an
investment in staffed lightstations is an investment in
Canada, Abram says.
Talking about money savings, Abram says that $67
million dollars has been spent trying to de-staff. That
money, he said, would staff the lightstations for a 100 years.
At the root of it all, are creeping funding cuts to vital
government services. 0
head of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, believed
there was a one in 1,000 chance of a serious radiation accident,
which is a thousand times higher than the nominal
international standard which tries to limit the inherent risks of
serious radiation leaks to one in a million. She ordered the
reactor shut down until backup emergency cooling systems
were fully installed.
Gary Lunn, then federal minister of natural resources,
dismissed Linda Keen from her watchdog post in the basis of
her ‘lack of leadership’ for insisting on the upgrade. Moreover,
he dismissed her on the day before she was due to appear
before a parliamentary committee to report on the issue. By
that time, the Harper government had already ordered the
reactor to restart. Following her firing, Lunn dismissed all calls
for an independent inquiry into the reactor’s safety. One year
after being restarted, the reactor began leaking from its
corroded vessel. By May 2009, a 15 month shutdown was
needed to repair the aging reactor vessel.
Gary Lunn brought Canada as close as we’ve ever come to
nuclear disaster since 1958. He not only opened the door to a
nuclear accident, he twice blocked the truth being told to
parliament and to the Canadian people.
Oh, and he’s running for re-election again. This time against
Elizabeth May.
Chris Aikmen, Hornby Island 0
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I read Island Tides regularly, usually when I am visiting the Pat Bay area and stop in at the Deep Cove Market for a cup of
delicious Salt Spring Island coffee and one of their huge nutritional cookies. I enjoy seeing the photos of various wildlife.
On March 20 at Pat Bay, there were 6 whole salmon lying on the beach and several bald eagles, seagulls and crows
feasting on them. This eagle stayed behind to clean its beak in the water after the other two eagles had left. It definitely had its
eye on me but wasn’t too worried until I crept to within 10 feet of it.

Fundamental Forage Fish

FERRY FARES from page 8

Edina Johnston

F

orage fish are the smaller species of fish such as
herring, surf smelt, sand lance and anchovy
which sustains larger predators higher up the
ocean foodchain. Tuna, bass, cod, flounder, salmon,
swordfish, whales, dolphins, porpoises, seals, sea lions
and even sea birds rely on these under-appreciated
species.
Forage fish spawn in the upper areas of the beach
which are often impacted by human activities. Unless
there is a lucrative monetary component (such as the
herring roe fishery), these forage fish are largely ignored
by the Department of Fisheries & Oceans. As such, little
is known about their numbers, spawning habits, and so
on.
The Denman Island Forage Fish Group has recently
been awarded a $900 donation from the great folks at
the Pacific Salmon Foundation which will enable us to
purchase our own equipment and continue our
research.
Luckily, marine biologists such as Ramona DeGraaf
are raising awareness and she travels the coast, training

volunteers to take samples following a strict criteria for
-gathering, which are submitted for analysis and
becomes part of a crucial database. The forage fish
group of the Denman Island Marine Stewardship
Committee has been stalking the ‘wee fishies’ since last
spring and have finally had positive results at several
beaches.
Monitoring will continue to document the health of
the stocks and perhaps provide enlightenment as to
their future. Awareness of how we can lessen the
‘human footprint’ and protect forage fish habitat is also
a key component in survival of a healthy marine
environment. Driving on beaches, removal of seaweed,
building of sea walls and boat ramps, beach
modification by the shellfish industry (moving rocks,
removing driftwood logs), all have negative impacts on
forage fish habitat. Want to know more? Visit:
http://foragefishmatter.blogspot.com, or contact:
edijohston@gmail.com,
250
335-2689. 0

and driver fare for a return trip has risen from $93.55 in 2010 to
$99.85 in 2011; the regular car and driver return fare has been
increased from $112.25 to $119.85. (This can be compared to the
Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay car and driver fare for a return trip:
increased from $119 to $123.)

Cut Off From The Mainland?
The ferries, of course, are the provincial highways to the Islands;
the fares are the tolls charged to users. The result of continuing
substantial fare increases is, inevitably, less traffic, and less net
revenue. Islanders now think twice about ferry travel to the
Mainland; they stay home and only travel when absolutely
necessary. Weekenders commute less or travel on foot and keep
extra cars on the Islands; visitors choose the interior or the US.
When BC Ferries was first started by the provincial
government, the implied social contract was that a regular,
affordable, ferry service would facilitate the growth of rural and
recreational communities on the Gulf Islands and on the coast.
But the business plan for BC Ferries Services was set up to fail.
With the ‘privatization’ of the ferries, that social contract, with all
Islanders, has been broken. 0
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Mount Parke snag stands sentinel on Mayne Island, looking over Prevost and Salt Spring to Vancouver Island.
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Ian Middleditch, aka Westcoast Johnny Cash, backed by PI Jazz, sings a hall-praising ditty at a Saturna Island clebration.

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

W

ith the flowering currant blooming, the Garry
oak budding, and the full-on daffodils, I feel I can
hold my ground amid the swirl and twirl of
federal election rhetoric, and turbulent world affairs. There
seems no season to earthquakes, tsunamis and revolution.
I look forward to our federal All Candidates Meeting at
the Community Hall. I think that I am not alone in being
more motivated to vote. I will weigh my decision in view of
the international spectre of nuclear disaster and the
unfolding political events in the Middle East, which remind
me how fragile human rights and freedoms are, and most
especially for women and children. These events remind us
of the reason for government and the interplay between selfinterest and the public good.

Celebrating The Hall
The Saturna Community Hall was rocking on Saturday,
March 19! An afternoon Tea Dance was held to celebrate
both the pioneers who built the hall and the Community
Hall, itself. The original ‘completion of the hall celebration,’
on March 17, 1933 was also a tea dance.
Mr and Mrs Charles Burnett had donated the land. After
Charles died in 1945, it was discovered there was no record
of the free gift, so Islander, Arthur Ralph purchased the
property from Mrs Burnett and donated it. (Arthur Ralph
is Gloria Manzano’s grandfather).
At our 2011 tea dance, Jim Bavis, who in honour of his
dad Walter, had donated the funds for a brass plaque
celebrating the hall’s newly designated heritage status,
unveiled the plaque. Jim gave a lively reading about his

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

father’s long terms as Community Club President (be good
at something and the job can be yours forever!)
Island entertainer and tree-faller Ian Middledditch, with
the back-up of the marvelous 15-piece PI Jazz band, sang
John Neill’s song written for that dance 78-years-ago. (It
mentions men from Mayne Island who came over to help.)
Local music at that one was provided by
lighthousekeeper Pete Georgeson on accordion, Walter
Warlow on violin, Walter Kay calling the dances, and Clarice
Warlow on piano.
Back in the present, Dan Thachuck received an award
from the Community Club. He and Sandi Crowley were
thanked for guiding the heritage building status application
through the administrative labyrinth. Appreciation was
extended to enthusiastic supporters, Brian Hollingshead
and Tom Johnstone, our two Island Trust trustees at the
time, and planner Gary Richardson who crafted the
necessary bylaw. Our Community Hall is the only one in the
Trust area with heritage status.
Sun streamed in through the tall south-facing windows
and the hall was filled with spring flowers from Pam
Janszen’s garden. The refreshment tables were loaded with
sweet delicacies and fancy sandwiches. Donna Digance
poured tea from Jo Anne Monk’s elegant silver teaset.

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

PI Jazz, with our own former doctor Don Williams on
guitar, played the best old dance tunes—such as ‘Stormy
Weather.’ The floor was full of good dancers and happy
dancers! Since organizer Sandi Crowley had invited
Islanders who have moved away, we all had a chance to visit
and catch up.
Thanks to Sandi, the walls were covered with
photographs of Islanders at the hall, many of whom only
Lorraine Campbell knew. There were photos from Fall
Fairs, Christmas Concerts, Pig BBQs, Old Age Pensioners
gatherings, Bridge Teas, talent shows, All Candidates
Meetings, voting at elections, sessions of the original Health
Clinic, end of school Awards Days, Candlelight Dinners,
Community Club deliberations, weddings, dinners,
memorial teas. To much laughter and applause, Jim Bavis’s
last category of hall use was ‘many, many, many meetings!’
Jim told us, ‘My earliest happy memory of the Hall is of
family and friends of all ages dancing to local music while
little ones slept on sofas in the lounge. The hall has, as we all
know, marvelous acoustics but most of all it has heart!’ 0
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Taking the Long View ~ Heather C Martin

Politics are not normally my passion; neither are ‘current
affairs.’ This has been a joke in my family since the day my
daughter came home from Grade 6 filled with a
conversation she’d had with her homeroom teacher here on
Galiano Island. For weeks he’d been sending home a current
affairs sheet and asking the students to get their parents to
help them complete it; the goal was to get students to listen
to the news. I hated the assignment; the questions in my
view were limited and pointless, with no thought to gaining
a broader perspective on the issues. One evening I simply
refused to participate, and my daughter returned to school
with her assignment incomplete. ‘My mother doesn’t believe
in current affairs,’ she explained to her teacher. He was
astounded: ‘does she think they don’t happen?’
Things happen every day, but we often don’t know, for
weeks, months, years, what they actually mean. Take the
current nuclear meltdown, or partial meltdown, in Japan.
The upbeat, optimistic version put out by the company, and
by the Japanese government, has led the nightly news from
the beginning, consistently obscuring and downplaying the
failure of back-up system after back-up system; the last
remaining back-up system, said one scientist the other
night, is ‘the will of God.’ It will be months, possibly years
before we know the full extent of the damage, not only in
Japan but around the planet.

Three years ago Gary Lunn, our current MP, fired Linda
Keen, the President of the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission, for insisting that regulations ensuring
adequate back-up safety systems on our own nuclear
reactors be adhered to. Luckily for Lunn, no nuclear
meltdown occurred on the planet the week he fired Keen,
and so no-one in Canada paid much attention—I doubt the
firing would have made it onto my daughter’s current affairs
sheet.
I prefer to focus on the long-view, the perspective that
history gives us. One thing this perspective teaches is that
things change; things can get worse, sometimes much,
much worse, before they get better. Take the ideological
split that has so polarized American and, increasingly,
Canadian politics. This split has always been there; at its
most basic level it is the split between the rich and the poor,
between the bosses and the workers, and, as my ex-husband
used to say, between the enforcers and the slack-asses (we
being at the time among the beleaguered slack-asses).
But now, since 9/11 in particular, this split has gotten
worse, much worse. Not only has the gap widened
significantly in North America between the rich and the
poor, but a level of extreme fundamentalism has been
thrown into the mix, and with it a growing sense of
paranoia, of embattlement, of ‘us against them.’ Bogeymen
are
being
erected
everywhere, leading to mass
confusion
and
everincreasing mud-slinging.
This growing division
among us is affecting

Do you have old
photos,
ﬁlm footage, or
documents
about
the Islands
Trust?
The Islands Trust, created in 1974, is looking for historical records
as part of an intergenerational video history project.
If you have materials you would be willing to donate or loan to the
Islands Trust, please contact one of the Islands Trust ofﬁces below:
1-500 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC
Phone: 250-537-9144

700 North Road
Gabriola Island, BC
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Melinda Auerbach
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250-333-8898
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This project is made possible with funding from the
Government of Canada’s
New Horizons for Seniors Initiative.
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everything; ideology has come to take precedence over what
we all, in our hearts, know to be true—that more unites us
than divides us; that we are among the most fortunate on
the planet; that we can, and should, help the less fortunate
at home and around the world.
Creeping fundamentalism is now impacting science;
believing that our world’s climate is changing, that the ice
caps in the Arctic are melting, has become an ideological
position, akin to the abortion debate or to creationism
versus evolution. This is as true in Canada, once a world
leader in understanding the science of climate change and
reversing its impact, as much as it is in America. You could
call it blindness, except that it goes way beyond blindness
to stubbornness and to a kind of hardening, where people
simply stop listening to one another.
All this brings us back to politics. What we are now
witnessing in the House of Commons and on our television
screens is a debasement at the most fundamental level of
discourse. When people are shouting, they can’t listen.
When they are spewing hatred, their hearts are slammed
shut to each other. To turn this around we need to support
change at the most radical level; we need to support a
politics of sanity, of compassion, of rational and openhearted discourse.
It’s time to put aside the imperative to ‘vote strategically’
or along party lines and to vote instead with our minds and
hearts, for the candidate most likely to represent our deepest
concerns, not just for our communities, for our democratic
ideals and way of life, but also, and crucially, for the future
of our planet. 0

marine birds to oil, researchers estimated
that 300,000 marine birds died in the
immediate aftermath of the Exxon Valdez
oil spill. Scientific studies have shown that
Pacific herring and pigeon guillemot
populations have failed to recover after
more than 20 years. Still recovering are sea
otters, killer whales, and other marine birds
such as Barrow’s goldeneyes and harlequin
ducks.
Sediments
and
intertidal
communities are also contaminated and
slowly recovering, including the clams and
mussels that provide nourishment to so
many maritime animals.
Although no oiled carcasses were
recovered, two different populations of killer
whales, both in Prince William Sound at the
time of the spill, experienced dramatic
declines.
The fish-eating AB resident pod of killer
whales lost 14 of its 36 members following
the spill. A second population, the AT1
mammal-eating transients, were seen
surfacing in the oil near the Exxon Valdez.
Since then, the group has not successfully
reproduced. Most likely, this unique killer
whale population will go extinct.
According to the National Wildlife
Federation, more than 8,000 birds, sea
turtles, and marine mammals were found
injured or dead in the six months following
BP’s Gulf of Mexico oil spill. The long-term
damage caused by the oil and the nearly 7.6
million liters (2 million US gallons) of
chemical dispersants used on the spill may
not be known for years.
As National Public Radio in the United
States reports, scientists are trying to

determine whether there’s a link between
the BP oil spill and the recent spike in
dolphin deaths along the Gulf Coast. Sixtyseven bottlenose dolphins have washed up
on Gulf beaches over the past few weeks.
More than half are babies.
Why is there no concern about the pain,
fear, suffering and even death that wildlife
will endure if the Enbridge pipeline project
is approved? It is largely because we place a
higher priority on economic growth than on
environmental health and the welfare of
other species.
To date, the human enterprise has
proceeded with inadequate moral guidance,
characterized by a blatant disregard for nonhuman animals and the environment that
sustains all species. In general, one set of
ecological and ethical principles has applied
to humans and another to the rest of nature.
Consequently, most of the cost of human
dominion is being borne by other species.
The same human activities driving the
current extinction crisis are also causing
suffering, fear, physical injury, psychological
trauma, and disease in wild animals. These
damages are well beyond, and in addition
to, what might occur naturally. Humancaused environmental degradation and the
associated suffering of animals should be of
concern for both conservationists and
animal welfarists. As a species we must
garner the political will to exercise selfcontrol, while acting with humility and
compassion.
Dr Paul Paquet is Raincoast Conservation
Foundation’s senior scientist. Chris Genovali
is Raincoast’s executive director. 0
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School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Saturna Elementary School/SEEC,
Wednesday, April
13, 2011
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda
for
this
meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
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REAL ESTATE
Cortes Island. 72.5 acres. Seven 10acre shares, waterviews, garden sun.
2 of 7 shares on deposit. $80,000 per
share. Dick Hayes 1-250-935-6612

New opinion poll confirms support for
Islands Trust mandate
The results of a recent public opinion survey
indicate strong province-wide and Trust Area
support for preserving and protecting British
Columbia’s Gulf Islands.
‘We are delighted to see such strong support
for our mandate, especially amongst Gulf
Islanders themselves,’ said Sheila Malcolmson,
Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘The Islands
Trust was originally created in response to
concerns about overdevelopment of these
special islands, with their unique ecosystems
and communities. The Trust has now been
responsible for land use planning in the trust
area for almost 37 years. The poll confirms that
islanders still agree with the reasons the
province created the Islands Trust. And it’s
reassuring to know that British Columbians
from outside our area recognize the special
nature of the islands.’
Key findings are:
86% of respondents across BC agree that
BC’s Gulf Islands are a special part of British
Columbia; 97% of respondents within the
Islands Trust Area agree.
Across BC, at least 83% of respondents agree
the Gulf Islands should be protected from overdevelopment, and that the BC government
should take action to make sure the Gulf Islands
are preserved and protected; within the Islands
Trust Area, agreement rises to 90%.
There was strong agreement, both
provincially and locally, that tourism should
be managed to protect the islands’ unique
environment.
Mining, clear-cut logging, large tourist
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developments and fish farms should not be
allowed.
The poll, commissioned by the Islands Trust,
was conducted March 1-3, 2011 by Ipsos Reid,
a British Columbia based market research and
public opinion company. The province-wide
poll has a margin of error of +/-3.5 %, 19 times
out of 20 on the total sample of 817 British
Columbians. An additional sub-sample of 100
residents living in the Islands Trust Area was
also surveyed, with a margin of error of +/9.8%, 19 times out of 20. Both polls were
conducted to ensure appropriate representation
by age, gender and region. While the same
questions were also asked in a 2004 poll, Ipsos
Reid has indicated that a change in their
methodology means the results cannot be
directly compared.
The Islands Trust is a federation of
independent local government bodies that
represent some 25,000 people living within the
Islands Trust Area. The Islands Trust is
responsible for preserving and protecting the
unique environment of the Islands Trust Area
through planning and regulating land use,
development
management,
education,
cooperation with other agencies, and land
conservation. The area covers the islands and
waters between the British Columbia mainland
and southern Vancouver Island. It includes 13
major and more than 450 smaller islands
covering 5200 square kilometres.
A summary of survey results is available on
the Islands Trust website: islandstrust.bc.ca. 0
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HST—will voters know what’s what
at the poll? Patrick Brown
At the request of the independent panel tasked with reporting to British
Columbians on the implications of keeping the HST or returning to the PST and
GST, government is extending its reporting period deadline to early May.
The panel made its request for two reasons: to ensure it incorporates the
significant number of submissions it has received, and to avoid overlap with the
federal election.
The panel will release a plain-speaking, fact-based report voters can review
before deciding whether to keep the HST or return to the PST/GST in the June
referendum.

Meanwhile, A Confusing Question
The report may help BCers to decide how to vote but it may not help them with
getting their voting straight.
The question proposed by Craig James, the acting chief electoral officer, for
the HST June vote is:
‘Are you in favour of extinguishing the HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) and
reinstating the PST (Provincial Sales Tax) in conjunction with the GST Goods and
Services Tax?’
You have a choice of two possible answers: ‘Yes’, and (you guessed it) ‘No’.
Are you confused about reinstating the PST (Provincial Sales Tax) in
conjunction with the GST (Goods and Services Tax)? No definition is provided
for ‘reinstating’ (Exactly like it was before? Applied to the same items as before?
At the same rate as before?)
Neither is a definition supplied for ‘in conjunction with’. That’s one of those
meaningless phrases, like ‘linked to’ or ‘co-ordinated with’ or ‘on the same page
as’—and meaning ‘in the same sentence as, but not otherwise defining any
relationship, real or implied, except for exceptions to be defined by regulation’.
So you can’t really tell what you are in favour of, or not in favour of, reinstating.
Don’t worry, be happy. If that option wins, they’ll tell you what it means
afterwards, and then tell you that you voted for it.
All this gets into a suitable mental condition to decide on how to answer the
referendum question. Now remember, it’s asking whether you are in favour of
extinguishing something.
If you supported NO to HST, vote ‘yes’. If you vote ‘no’, you are saying YES to
the HST.
It’s our old friend, the double negative. If you vote for something, you’re
actually voting against it. 0
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‘Would ya look at all those herring boats? Is there gonna be any for us? It’s enough to make your hair stand on end!’

A Safe, Sustainable Energy Policy for Canada and the World
Peter Carter

I

t’s high time that governments commit to a safe energy
future. Why on Earth should we be made to settle for
dangerous energy?
The real top issue for this Canadian federal election is
survival—which comes back to the electricity from power
stations that runs our industries and powers our homes. A
safe energy policy should be the only energy policy and it
should be what this election is about.
Safe energy happens to be everlasting energy. Mining
fossil fuels and uranium from deep underground means
depending on energy that will get more expensive as it runs
out. Oil is running out now. Why should we settle for energy
that is going to run out and that gets more dangerous and
more expensive as it does?
There literally is no future with dangerous energy.
Canada, of all nations, should be leading the world with
a safe sustainable energy policy. The Harper/Lunn
government is committed to keeping Canada dependent on
fossil fuels and nuclear power for energy. Both tar sands oil
and nuclear reactors are deadly dangerous for Canada and
the world.
Adding carbon to the air and water of the planet is now
even more dangerous than leaking nuclear radiation into
the air and water. Both carbon and nuclear radiation go
global from wherever they are sourced. They both last as
deadly pollution ‘forever’. Twenty per cent of global
warming carbon dioxide emissions last in the atmosphere
for a thousand years. It takes hundreds of thousands of
years for the emissions to be removed from the atmosphere.
Nuclear energy is inherently dangerous. On the west coast
of Canada we are bound to get nuclear radiation from
Fukushima and that is bound to increase the risk of
childhood leukemia and adult thyroid cancer.
All fossil fuel energy is now dangerous. Continuing to
pour carbon into the atmosphere has only one result: a
global climate change and ocean acidification catastrophe.
We are past peak oil. The 2010 World Energy Outlook of
the International Energy Agency (IEA) announced that
peak oil occurred in 2006 and the days of cheap oil are over.
That refers to peak conventional oil. The IEA says the plan
is to replace dwindling conventional oil with other energy
sources and with unconventional oil. That means more of

Milled
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the very worst kind of fossil fuels and more nuclear energy.
The Conservative Party of Canada have said that if
elected, they will expand nuclear energy. The Atomic Energy
of Canada Ltd (AECL) was put up for sale by the Harper
government in the 2010 budget. NM Rothschild and Sons
have been hired by the government to conduct secret
negotiations for the sale of Canada’s reactors. That makes
them more dangerous. In testimony before last month’s
hearings of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission into
the Darlington nuclear plant in Ontario, Dr Michael Ivanco,
for the Society of Professional Engineers and Associates,
told the commission, ‘The sale of AECL will almost certainly
lead to the breakup of the CANDU design authority and a
loss of expertise needed to ensure plants run safely and
effectively.’
On energy and climate change, the Harper policy is for a
no-change business-as-usual Canada. Harper’s party is
intent on providing the world with the most tar sands oil
that can possibly be burned and as fast as possible. That is
crazy.
Speaking to Sun Media from Victoria back in December
2006, our local MP Gary Lunn revealed just how crazy. He
announced that a Candu-reactor should be built to speed
up the Alberta tar sands extraction. ‘It’s not a question of if,
it’s a question of when … nuclear can play a very significant
role in the oilsands,’ he said.
Canada’s energy policy today is crazy. Under businessas-usual world energy policies, the IEA says that global CO2
emissions will increase 20% by 2020 and 40% by 2030.
That would put world agriculture and crop production
on all continents into decline long before 2050. Increasing
summertime heat, climate disruption and extreme weather
events are bound to damage agricultural food production,
and the damage is bound to be irreversible.
As soon as elected in 2006, the Harper government and
Gary Lunn as Natural Resources Minister identified
themselves as deniers of the global climate change crisis. In
2007, the last IPCC assessment acknowledged that global
climate catastrophe would happen if the world continued
burning fossil fuels for energy and that the modest Kyoto
obligations could not possibly prevent catastrophe.
In 2007, Prime Minister Harper and Natural Resources

LOG Home Packages

Minister Lunn acted quickly to break the most important
international law ever (the 1992 Framework Convention on
Climate Change Kyoto Protocol) by unilaterally lowering
Canada’s 2012 Kyoto greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
reduction targets to half the amount in twice the time.
In June 2010, the Harper team quietly slashed Canada’s
emissions obligations again, lowering its own 2007
emissions targets by a deceptive government report, ‘A
Climate Change Plan for the Purposes of the Kyoto Protocol
Implementation Act.’ This changed Canada’s Kyoto
reductions to an increase of 2.5% by 2020!
In November 2010, in an unprecedented abuse of
Canadian democracy, the Harper team used the unelected
Senate to kill the Climate Change Accountability Act—
without allowing a debate in the Senate—calling a sudden
vote when key Liberal senators were not in the Chamber.
The Act had already been passed, by a healthy majority in
the House of Commons, through three readings over a five
year period and polls showed that the vast majority of
Canadians wanted real action on climate change. What the
Commons had voted for was aligning Canada’s GHG
reduction targets with the European Union’s and the US
administration’s.
True to his word on climate change and Kyoto, under the
Harper government Canada’s GHG emissions have
increased an average of 1.7% per year. Under the current
government policies on energy, Canadian tar sands oil
output will triple by 2020 (from 2006) and Canada’s
emissions will continue to increase every year. Obviously
the Harper climate policy is a policy to bring on climate
catastrophe. It just makes the Canadian emissions target fit
the increase in Canada’s emissions.
There is literally no future with fossil fuels. Our choice is
development out of the fossil fuel age, or the agricultural age
will end. And we have to be making this transition now – or
sooner.
The best and only future for today’s children is safe, clean,
zero-carbon, everlasting energy. Canada has more than
enough options for safe energy. Today’s new generation has
no future if they are abandoned to dependency on dangerous
fossil fuels and nuclear energy. 0
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