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Auditor Doyle shakes up
the carbon credits
business - Patrick Brown

John Doyle, BC’s recently departed Provincial Auditor, shook
up the entire international carbon credit trading business on
his way out the door.
What he thought he was doing was auditing one of recently
departed Premier Gordon Campbell’s more ingenious
schemes for claiming green credentials for BC’s public sector:
the ‘Pacific Carbon Trust’ (PCT).
What Doyle actually did was raise questions about the very
basis of carbon credits—their ‘verification’ by experts in such
things. And for that he was buried in letters from those
experts, and roundly vilified by the PCT and other
organizations in the worldwide carbon-trading business.

Monetizing Carbon Emissions

The basis of carbon-trading is that organizations that generate
carbon dioxide, and thus contribute to global climate change,
should pay for it, by the tonne. And similarly, organizations
that avoid generating carbon dioxide, or absorb it, should be
paid, by the tonne, to do so.
This is a simple idea. If you can set a price on a tonne of
CO2e (carbon dioxide equivalent) you have ‘monetized’
climate change, and you can buy it and sell it, in the form of
‘carbon credits’, which are a form of transferable security. The
PCT, being government sponsored, set the price at $7$20/tonne for ‘carbon credits’, depending on the customer
and whether PCT was buying or selling. It did not need to rely
on the ‘market’, which is volatile to say the least.

Key Questions For Verification

The problem, of course, is proving, or verifying, how much
CO2e an organization is generating or saving.
The first question, of course, is: ‘Compared to what, or
when?’ This establishes a baseline.
The second question is: ‘What did you do to generate or
save CO2e?’ This is essential to determining ‘how much?’
The third question determines whether what was done
qualifies for payment of carbon credits: ‘Would you have done
it if you didn’t have to pay for it, or if you weren’t going to be
paid for it?’
This is the key question. If it would have happened anyway,
so carbon credits had provided no incentive to achieving CO2e
savings, then it wasn’t worth any carbon credits.
These basic questions are fundamental to any carbon
pricing system, and answering them is the basic business of
Doyle’s critics.

The Pacific Carbon Trust
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Dwarfed by these 700-years-old cedars and Douglas fir, Sonora forest lovers wish they, like Lord of the Ring’s
Frodo, had some Ent allies to save these glorious giants from the threat of logging. Growing at the very north of
their range, these remarkable stands have been so fragmented by logging that, ironically, they are now not
protetcted by Great Bear Rainforest old-growth management regulations.
Despite being a red-listed ecosystem, the trees are on a current cut plan that is only being held up by a breeding
pair of goshawks—no logging can proceed until after nesting time. (See letter and map page 4)
is at these

Gordon Campbell’s BCLiberal government’s PCT system
depended on forcing all levels of government (municipalities,
school boards, hospitals, etc) to pay PCT for carbon credits to
cover their operations, out of their existing budgets. These
carbon credits were purchased from industries which claimed
to be making changes that saved CO2e.
Some people thought that wasn’t very fair to the taxpayer.
Doyle thought that the first two industry schemes that he
audited would have happened even without the carbon credits
they were paid for. (They were Encana Corporation, for
claimed drilling innovations, and the Nature Conservancy of
Canada, for the purchase of forest lands which, it was claimed,
would otherwise have been clearcut. They both dispute
Doyle’s opinion.)
The carbon credit industry attacked Doyle on the basis that
he was unqualified to make the judgment he made. What he
showed, however, was that, even with clear technical answers
to questions one and two, the answer to question three could
be a matter of professional judgment. 0
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Is that a mason bee on that blossom?

Salmon show on the road

Biologist Alexandra Morton and filmmaker Twyla Roscovich
are hitting the road to screen Salmon Confidential in
communities around British Columbia. Salmon Confidential is
their new film
TWYLA showing
a
government coverup of what is killing
BC’s wild salmon.
When biologist
Alexandra Morton
discovers BC’s wild
salmon are testing
positive
for
dangerous
European salmon
viruses associated
with
salmon
f a r m i n g
worldwide, a chain
of events is set off
by government to suppress the findings. Tracking viruses,
Morton moves from courtrooms into British Columbia’s most
remote rivers, Vancouver grocery stores, and sushi restaurants.
The film documents Morton’s journey as she attempts to
overcome government and industry roadblocks thrown in her
path and works to bring critical information to the public in time
to save BC’s wild salmon.
The film provides surprising insight into the inner workings
of government agencies, as well as rare footage of the
bureaucrats tasked with managing our fish and the safety of our
food supply.
Local community groups are also hosting Salmon
Confidential screenings across BC, followed by discussion with
Morton & Roscovich about the making of the film, the viruses,
politics and how people can come together to restore wild
salmon. The film is also available online at
SalmonConfidential.ca.
‘It is critical that people hear what is happening to this

Photo: Susan Banjavich

essential fish and why. We don’t have to be helpless bystanders
as government tries to bury the evidence. The careers of all who
research these European viruses in BC are under attack, but
disease in salmon cannot be a federal secret any longer if we
want wild salmon to be here for our children,’ said Morton.
In an endorsement of Salmon Confidential, David Suzuki
commented, ‘For years, Alexandra Morton has soldiered on
providing evidence of and calling for action on the catastrophic
state of wild salmon. Government and industries have thwarted
her over and over again. This film clearly documents that
governments do not put protection of wild salmon at the top of
their priorities and Canadians should be outraged. I am.’
The upcoming election has given the film tour a sense of
urgency. ‘This whole nightmare could be over tomorrow and
we could have our wild fish back if the next provincial leader
commits to removing salmon feedlots from the wild salmon
migration routes. They
ALEXANDRA
need to hear from the
public that the wild
salmon economy is too
valuable to sacrifice to
the salmon farm
industry. The people of
BC should understand
what we documented
in this film and then
they can let candidates
know they will be
taking wild salmon to
the
polls,’
said
Roscovich.
You can watch the
film online or attend a
nearby showing and
discussion, see What’s On? page 6 for some locations.
Book a screening in your neck of the woods by visiting
info@salmonaresacred.org. 0

Book Review by Ralph Shaw

Get Out and Vote

In March last year, I joined 200 Comox Valley residents at
the Stan Hagen Theater to hear Nobel Prize winner Dr
Andrew Weaver speak about global warming. It was a
sobering experience. His message was clear—we have a
developing problem of global warming and climate change.
The science is on a level with the theory of gravity which he
illustrated by dropping a penny—it fell to the floor as
described in a scientific theory which Newton proposed as
recently as 1687.
The theory of global warming is as solidly based as the
theory of gravity, he says.
The human role in climate change is as if our culture has
built a huge mansion and we are passing the mortgage on
to our children to pay off.

The message in Weaver’s book
Generation Us – The Challenge
of Global Warming is simple—
the youth of today must get
involved in the decisions that will
affect the survival of their society
as we know it (our federal
government in Ottawa seems to
be taking on the traits of a
theocracy suppressing climate
change science). His plea to young people was to be active,
vote, and above all get involved with finding solutions.

Generation Us : The Challenge of Global Warming, Raven
Books from Orca Book Publishers, $10. 0
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Silhouette
Patrick Brown

Shhh… sleeping like a log - beach napping is almost in season.

Canada Goes Rogue - Elizabeth May
I am frequently asked how I maintain a positive attitude when
confronted by Stephen Harper’s destructive agenda—
dismembering our environmental laws and policies. Honestly, I
can respond that most days I am encouraged by the ability of one
MP to make a difference. That was not the case last week as, sitting
late in the House for votes, news came over my Blackberry that
the Cabinet had decided to withdraw from the United Nations
Convention to Combat Drought and Desertification (UNCCD). It
had the effect of a swift kick in the gut. I had to fight back tears for
a day or so... just like when I read Bill C-38. I felt devastated.
I remember the struggle to develop a treaty to combat drought
and encroaching deserts. Canada was one of the few countries in
the lead to negotiate the treaty. I was not intimately involved, but
I knew people who were. When it was signed in 1994, I was elated.
Along with the conventions on climate and biodiversity, the treaty
to combat drought addressed a global and pressing concern. It
was clearly related to climate change, but was more regionally
specific. And, although desertification is not a current threat to
Canada, certainly drought is.
There had been no inkling or rumour that Stephen Harper
wanted to exit another global environmental law. Given that the
only treaty from which Canada has ever withdrawn, since 1867,
was Kyoto, the cavalier way in which this news leaked out—posted
on a Foreign Affairs website and noticed by Canadian Press—
added to the shock. That we gave no notice to the secretariat for
the Convention was further evidence of our contempt for both the
United Nations and the threat posed by climate induced drought
and desertification.
In Question Period the next day, Ralph Goodale (former
Liberal finance minister and now only the MP for Wascana) posed
an excellent question in which he linked other recent Harper
administration decisions reducing the Prairies’ preparedness for
drought. He charged ‘Maniacal front-line cuts have killed PFRA
(the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration), which had
world-class Canadian brainpower on soil and water conservation.
Conservatives vandalized community pastures, the prairie tree
farm and Experimental Lakes Area. Now Canada is the only
country in the world sneaking out the back door on the UN
Convention Against Drought.’
I was grateful Goodale noted cuts to programmes put in place
after the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, as I have been
trying to draw attention to them. What Harper has against
hedgerows and water conservation in the Prairies is certainly a
mystery that has angered Prairie farmers. The Prime Minister’s
response was spun to create the impression that the convention
on drought and desertification was akin to a poorly run charity,
in which aid dollars were poorly spent: ‘This organization spends
less than 20% of the funds that we send are actually spent on
programming. (sic) The rest goes to various bureaucratic
measures. That is not an effective way to spend taxpayer money.’
‘This organization?’ The Prime Minister is speaking of a treaty,
within which every other country on earth is making some level
of contribution, financial and otherwise. How much were we
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Galiano’s master of the guitar, Brad
Prevedoros, has made a new CD entitled
Silhouette – Themes Of Love And Friendship For Solo Guitar.
Brad’s selections are those melodies that have been the
background to our lives over the past for I don’t know how
many years. They are all familiar, even if we didn’t know their
titles.
Silhouettes of the themes of our lives, they are presented
with the greatest respect and patience. Prevedoros has the
technical mastery to treat each melody gently, with love. His
arrangements draw upon the full range of his unmatched
classical and jazz guitar techniques.
Their lyrics may be long forgotten; no matter, Brad’s guitar
magic will have you hearing the music for the first time.
If there is one melodic aspect that runs through the
selections on this CD, it is simplicity. Where the rhythm is the
essence, it is presented with seduction and fidelity; where the
beauty is in the melody, it is touched with resonance and
longing.
They are the modern classics of our time, from Lennon and
McCartney’s ‘In My Life’ to Leonard Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’; the
themes from ‘Titanic’ and ‘Love Story’ are also among the
fourteen selections. There is only one Prevedoros original on
this recording: the last selection, ‘Amaryllis’—a mischievous
tune of excitement and awakening.
The CD is an entirely local production, recorded in Sidney.
It’s music that everyone should have with them all the time, to
play and to listen to when things seem a bit much.
For an upcoming concert see What’s On?, page 8.0

spending? An astonishingly low pittance... $290,000/year.
Admittedly that is a nice amount of money if you are collecting for
a new school gymnasium, but it is chump change in the federal
budget. We approve more than that routinely by unanimous
consent for Parliamentary committee travel. Equated with those
things the Prime Minister thinks are a good use of taxpayer funds,
things like renting Pandas at $1 million/year, the drought treaty
was a bargain.
Canada’s diplomatic corps is shocked. Former Ambassador to
the United Nations, former Deputy Minister of National Defence
and victim of a terrorist kidnapping in Mail, Robert Fowler, sent
an email to the media. Calling our withdrawal from the treaty ‘a
departure from global citizenship,’ here’s what he said:
‘It (the Harper administration) has taken climate-change
denial, the abandonment of collective efforts to manage global
crises and disregard the pain and suffering of the peoples of subSaharan Africa (among many others) to quite a different level.’
Responding to Foreign Minister John Baird’s defence that
Canada won’t ‘go along to get along,’ Fowler continued:
‘No, by jingo, we’re not going to go along to get along! Such
vainglorious nose-thumbing at the international community’s
efforts to tame a very present threat to hundreds of millions of the
world’s poorest and most desperate is nothing short of
incomprehensible.’
Another former Ambassador to the United Nations, Paul
Heinbecker,agreed that the move was both inexplicable and
bound to confirm to the international community that Canada
cared nothing for climate action, nor for the fate of Africa.
The UN itself was shocked. Noting that Canada will now be the
only nation on earth not part of the convention, it, in typically
understated diplomat-speak, called Canada’s decision
‘regrettable.’
It turns out our notice of intent was sent on January 14. The
treaty requires only a 90-day period for full withdrawal so we exit
the treaty on April 14, right in the middle of an important scientific
review of the threat of desertification and drought, running April
9-19. ‘The next gathering of the scientific conference … is expected
to deliver a major breakthrough by presenting the first ever costbenefit analysis of desertification and sustainable land
management,’ an UNCCD statement had commented, of the
review and of Canada’s withdrawal.
‘Canada played crucial roles in both processes. Crucially, these
processes have also moved the actions taken by parties to a resultbased management approach where performance and impact are
not only measured using indicators, but also assessed and
monitored every two years.’
The rumours in Ottawa is that all our multilateral
commitments are under review. I have heard well-connected folks
express fear that we may withdraw from the United Nations
Environment Programme and UNESCO. To block further erosion
of our role in the world, we need to ensure that the reaction to this
cutting and running from the problems of the world will not
disappear as a one-day headline. 0

Lead Now poll reveals
Canadian will for
cooperation

An April Environics poll shows that Canadians think our
democratic system is broken, they overwhelmingly
favour proportional representation, and they want
cooperation between opposition candidates to defeat
Conservative MPs in the next federal election.
The telephone poll, which sampled 1,004 voters,
comes just days before voting in the Liberal leadership
race is set to begin. Cooperation and electoral reform
have been major topics of debate between the two top
candidates, Joyce Murray and Justin Trudeau.

Poll Findings

Canadians are more likely to say our democratic system
is broken than effective— 45% said broken and 33% said
it works well.
Seven in ten Canadians support a move to
proportional representation. When asked if they would
support a move to proportional representation, 70% of
Canadians would support with: Liberal supporters at
77%, NDP supporters at 82%, Green supporters at 93%,
and Conservative supporters at 62%.
Canadians would vote for ‘cooperation candidates’ in
order to defeat Conservative MPs. When asked if they
would vote for a candidate that was jointly fielded by the
Liberals/NDP/Greens to defeat a Conservative: 37%
would vote for the joint candidate, 25% would vote for
the Conservative candidate, 18% are undecided, and 18%
would not vote (this number is comparable to the
number of people in this poll who said they did not vote
in the last election.)
Notably, over 70% of Liberal and NDP supporters
would vote for the joint candidate while less than 7%
would vote Conservative.
Disenfranchised Canadians would be more likely to
vote. People who did not vote in 2011 were asked if this
idea would make them more or less likely to vote in the
next election: 22% said more likely, 10% said less likely,
and 66% said it would have no effect.
To read more detailed results, please visit:
http://s3.coop4.ca/Environics-Cooperation-PollDetails.pdf
The poll was funded by 692 Canadians who donated
online through Leadnow.ca. Leadnow.ca supports
cooperation for electoral reform. Interviewing for this
Environics National Telephone Survey was conducted
between March 18 and 24 among a national random
sample of 1,004 adults comprising 502 males and 502
females 18 years of age and older, living in Canada.
The margin of error for a sample of this size is +/3.10%, 19 times out of 20. 0
www.islandtides.com
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Editorial: Election Fever

am pleased how well our election debate page is going. I
planned this series over Christmas as a way to break out of
the mould that dictates that an election was only onemonth-long, that people are only interested in local issues, and
that it’s about winners and losers. I don’t think any BCers should
ever have to think of themselves as 5-year losers.
Just as the particpation in last November’s federal Victoria
by-election was a forerunner for this provincial election, I see
particpation in this provincial election as a forerunner for 2015’s
federal election.
Canadians have fallen into an over-the-top version of
competition in the last few decades and our first-past-the-post
election system does nothing to straighten us out. I hear it in
people’s language on all sides. It’s unconscious and insidious.
Listen to what you say and see if you don’t catch yourself talking
‘winner and losers’ too.
What we actually need now is political cooperation between
the most experienced, ethical, and out-of the-box thinkers and
doers to take us into the future we can have.
Back to Island Tides debate page. It was astonishing to
realize that Island Tides shows up in every riding on Vancouver
Island and one on the Mainland (Sunshine Coast–Powell
River). So— gulp—come one, come all. If it gets out of hand, I’d
find a way to deal with it.
So far, it has been manageable with a pagefull of discussion.
(You will see that ads are thin on the ground this edition, so
please send in your 2013 voluntary subs; thank you if you have
already).
It’s been interesting to see which parties don’t bother with
declaring candidates until the actual election month.
I refined Island Tides’ questions to try to circumvent party
line answers, so readers could see the candidates for who each
is. One reader told me that he reads the responses to our
questions out loud, keeping the candidates’ names and parties
secret. His wife gets to decide who she would vote for! What
delightful feedback!
However, Island Tides can only schedule two more
questions (in our April 25 and May 9 editions). Patrick Brown
has thought up dozens of good ones. What to do? Just yesterday,
one candidate helped me out by asking, ‘What’s next?’

Couple that question with my desire to see voter particpation
like never before—I put my thinking cap on again.
In-the-flesh all-candidates meeting are next, if there is not
one near you, take a trip to a place where there is one.
To help with the scope of these live debates Island Tides is
publishing half our unasked questions this edition (on page 10)
and half next edition—take them with you and ask one for us,
or ask your own question. We are going to supply all the
candidates with these questions, too. I hope it will get candidates
thinking about the job ahead. At this stage, the key thing is to
think about them, not to have pat answers.
On May 15, what I hope for is an NDP minority government,
some creative Conservatives, some good-hearted BCLiberals,
and some gung-ho Greens. This is a moment when it could
happen, nullifying the effects of our stultifying election system
till we have legislated a better one.
I hope that our representatives will have the most creative
minds in the province. I also wish for a Legislature that sits
regularly, welcomes new ideas, debates a lot, listens to each
other, listens to civil society, and has the entire province and all
its people at its heart.
Make no mistake, wise legislation is vital to the sea change
in society that we need. Our civil society is going flat out to create
a liveable future; now we need our combined wills to be
expressed though our representatives in the Legislature and its
legislation. It’s amazing how people of all stripes recognize a
good idea.
The future is not either/or—it’s multi-faceted. This is another
oppositional trap we have slid into. When you are caught in the
dilemma of a choice which seems to have no good side—like
BCHydro or BC Ferries—it’s not end of story. There is, for sure,
a 3rd, 4th, 5th way to get us back on track. We see them all
around us; let’s move them up an order of magnitude.
The ideas that will make land and people thrive have hardly
reached the light of day but they are there, just needing a voice
and encouragement.
My colleague Patrick Brown and I think that, since BC has
come awake, it now leads Canada. And within the province, the
vibrant communities of Vancouver Island shine like a beacon
for all British Columbians. Come on, beautiful BC!
Christa Grace-Warrick

Readers’ Letters

Last Stands Don’t Count

Dear Editor:
I would like to give readers some information regarding a forest
issue now taking place on Sonora Island in Timber West’s TFL
47, Thurlow Landscape Planning Unit.
Sonora lies directly north of Quadra Island, and is the
northern-most island of the Discovery Islands. Its location
between Vancouver Island and the mainland coast contributes
to spectacular tidal rapids in the channels and passageways
along its shores, as in Hole In The Wall and the Okisollo
Channel (the wild salmon narrows). Sonora is also the
southern-most part of the Great Bear Rainforest EBM
(Ecosystem Based Management) designation.
Like most of the south coast, Sonora has been extensively
logged, and old growth forests here are in deficit according to
the requirements of the Thurlow Landscape Planning Unit.
Timber West has told us (a group of concerned Sonora Island
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residents) over the past several years that they are not cutting
old growth because there is such a deficit. Their letter to us
concerning this summer’s logging plans stated, ‘All of the
proposed development is within second growth timber…’
But in just one of several blocks to be cut this summer, above
Hole In The Wall, we recorded 160 tall, straight, beautiful old
growth trees. Most are Douglas fir, the rest red cedar, about 700
years old in an original forest that has never been logged.
These stands of coastal Douglas fir are very rare—less than
1% remain on the east side of Vancouver Island and the Gulf
Islands. We brought these trees to the attention of Timber West
with dozens of photos and were told there are not enough of
them to count as an old growth forest. Our forests have been so
fragmented with logging, of course there are no huge stands
anymore. What smaller areas we have now are precious!
Timber West has no Old Growth Management Plan
(OGMP) for Sonora Island
concerning the retention of
ancient trees, and continues
to log these despite agreeing
they are in a deficit. We are
requesting a halt to any
further cutting of old growth,
no matter what size the stand
is.
Sonora
needs
an
appropriate OGMP that
acknowledges the rarity of
original Douglas fir and red
cedar stands and commits to
conserving them. I think we
need to stop and assess,
evaluate, and create a
management plan for our
ancient trees on the whole of
the south coast, but in the
meantime, please send a
short email to Timber West’s
CEO Brian Frank at
frankb@timberwest.com
urging Timber West to stop
logging old growth trees on
Map showing Sonora old-growth on ‘Fern’s’ Hill, and proximity of Sonora to
Sonora Island.
other Discovery Islands.
Fern Kornelsen, Sonora 0

What did you do for spring break?
Gulf Islands Fire/Rescue Cadet Camp inspires teens yet again
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Going down …

P

Photos:Christa Grace-Warrick

Fire/Rescue cadet Sierra cuts apart a car aided by trainers, Jon Grelik and Jay Atkinson.

ender Island Fire/Rescue, in association with Salt Spring
Island Fire/Rescue, coached 16 courageous youths (14 boys
and 2 girls between the ages of 15 - 18) through an intense
week of hands-on fire/rescue training, March 18-23.
Firefighter training has been shown to be a great way to
challenge teens—mentally and physically—and this unique
bootcamp has helped its graduates reach new levels of confidence,
self esteem, strength, teamwork, and initiative.
Cadets were from the Southern Gulf Islands, Vancouver
Island, and as far away as Winnipeg. Rigorous instruction
included structure fires, auto extrication, high angle rope rescue,
search and rescue, medical first response, totaling 100 hours of
training.
On Saturday, March 23, the cadets’ week of exhaustive
training culminated in rotating demonstrations of their newly
acquired skills followed by a team challenge and awards
ceremony. Parents and community members were joined by
Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament (Saanich-Gulf Islands),
Rebecca Denlinger, Fire Commissioner of BC; Stephen Gamble,
President of The Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs; Dave Howe,
CRD Souther Gulf Islands Director; and Garry Steves and Ken
Hancock, Pender Island Local Trustees.
Although there are a handful of Fire Cadet programs across
Canada, the Gulf Islands Fire/Rescue cadets live, work and play
with firefighters and community mentors 24 hours a day for 6
consecutive days. This level of immersion and intensity has
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shown remarkable results. The camp is made possible through
hundreds of volunteer hours contributed by more than 30
community firefighters and support crew from Pender and Salt
Spring Fire/Rescue.
Seven graduates of the cadet program (now all qualified
firefighters) returned to lend a hand in giving the new cadets the
experience of a lifetime.
The camp runs alternating years during spring break and was
launched by Pender Island Fire/Rescue Deputy Chief Mike Dine
in 2005.
‘Every cadet camp brings us a new appreciation for the
commitment, passion and determination of the teens in our local
communities and further afield. It is truly exceptional to see how
the mentorship of caring community firefighters and community
volunteers, with many decades of service, impacts the lives of our
youth,’ said Pender Island Fire/Rescue Chief Charlie Boyte
(named Canada’s Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year in 2011 by The
Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs).
The camp is held at Pender Island Fire/Rescue’s Hall #1. The
building and grounds make it an ideal training location with
which Pender Island is blessed. Its proximity to the Pender Island
Community Hall make it possible to host the residential camp.
The Southern Gulf Islands have 7 distinct fire departments
that respond to hundreds of emergency calls each year. They
include structure and wild fires, auto accidents, medical calls, rope
rescue, hazardous materials spills, boating disasters, missing
persons, and other 911 related events.
Firefighters services also include public education, fire
prevention, and inspection programs among others. To learn
more about the fire departments that facilitate the Cadet Camp,
go to www.penderfire.org and www.saltspringfire.com.
Justice Minister Shirley Bond commented, ‘The Ministry of
Justice and Office of the Fire Commissioner were pleased to have
the BC Fire Commissioner attend the final day of the Gulf Islands
Fire/Rescue Cadet Camp.
‘The demonstration of life-saving skills by the cadets was a
testament to the dedication, commitment and passion of this
group of young men and women. They left the camp clearly
having grown as emergency responders and individuals.
‘I applaud the work of the Pender and Salt Spring Fire and
Rescue, their support crew and previous graduates in continually
hosting this event. By opening their homes, sharing their
knowledge and acting as mentors, they continue to grow the
emergency responder community. It’s a significant contribution
to the health and safety of our families both now and in the future.
I wish this year’s graduates all my best as they return to their
home communities and hope they will continue using and
practicing all they have learned in the future.’ 0

Go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKIgbV4w6WU to
watch ‘Can You Take The Heat?,’ a compilation of footage from
earlier camps.

… head first
www.islandtides.com
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Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!

If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox, pick
it up at a yellow box or rack located from Victoria
to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support with a voluntary subscription of
$30(includes gst) or an amount of your choice.

BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE!

We have a fun
opportunity for
voluntary
subscribers:
‘double your sub’
to $60, and ask
for your very
own Island
Tides T-shirt!

YOU ARE PART OF THE GOOD NEWS
Your repeat subscriptions are making
a difference! Sincere thanks to our
readers who have sent 2013 voluntary
subscriptions already!
Please mail subscriptions to:
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
Or call 250.629.3660 with your VISA/MC

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

18,000 copies every edition
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This ad costs

⁄ 2 a penny
per copy.

Call Christa: 250.629.3660
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

www.islandtides.com

Resilient Islands

C

- Jane Petch
‘Bold, brave and utterly vital to this time in history.’

oming from the author of the Transition Handbook, Rob
Hopkins’ live, congratulatory video message to
Transition Salt Spring's Resiliency Fair two weeks ago
was no small accolade.
The Transition Movement, founded by Hopkins in 2005, has
grown to over twenty-five hundred officially designated
communities around the globe. Salt Spring is one of those
growing numbers of Transition Towns proactively preparing for
the coming shift from fossil fuels and oil dependency to a more
localized and resilient economy.
As Hopkins pointed out in his message from his homebase
in Totnes, Devon, the twin whammies of rising oil and gas prices
due to scarcity and the increasing costs of oil extraction, along
with the severe weather events of climate change, have put our
food supplies at risk and harnessed our local economies to shaky
global finances.
The practical, and in Hopkins’ words, quite extraordinary,
achievements of local organizations on Salt Spring Island as they
address these issues of peak oil and climate change, were
showcased at the Resiliency Fair, held March 23 at Mahon Hall.
Presentations and displays focused on getting people out of
their cars, growing their own food, supporting local farmers,
investing financially in their own local enterprises and
developing clean renewable energy sources.
Bus ridership has gone from a predicted 16,000 rides in
2008 to 94,000 rides in 2012/13. Car Stops for hitch hikers,
modelled on Pender Island, have been constructed in seventeen
places to fill transit gaps. A Car and Truck Share is being
organized.
The first electric charging station is being established at
ArtSpring, in partnership with Mid Island Co-op.
It’s now safer to walk in the traffic-filled downtown area of
Ganges. Island Pathways has constructed gravel walking paths
that link residential areas to commercial centres. John
Rowlandson described the free helmet program in the schools,
the successful Velo Village, planning for more bike routes and
other initiatives to grow cycling on Salt Spring.
The need for more local food production on the island is
being addressed. Islanders wanting to grow their own food can
take advantage of thirty-seven plots in a new allotment garden
behind the PARC swimming pool, and three acres of
community gardens in the south end, thanks to partnerships
between the Agricultural Alliance, the Natural Growers, the
CRD, PARC, The Farm Land Trust, The Garden Club and
Transition Salt Spring.
Land for young farmers without their own farms has been
designated by the Farm Land Trust, and Anne Macey described
the new Farm Produce Centre for fruit and vegetable storage
that is in the pre-construction phase.
The construction of the new abattoir, allowing local farmers
to slaughter their farm livestock on the island, without the costs
of having to travel over to Vancouver Island, has re-energized
the production of turkeys, lambs and chickens.

One of the keys to the new abattoir was the Transition Salt
Spring Enterprise Co-operative. This concept of the community
investing in itself, with residents investing in a local enterprise
fund to support local economic development, was elaborated
by the Fair’s keynote speaker, Mike Lewis.
Co-author of The Resilience Imperative: Co-operative
Transitions to a Steady State Economy, Lewis speaks all over
the world on economic strategies for transitioning to a
sustainable low-carbon, localized, fairer economy.
‘The concept of economic growth began in 1859 with the use
of fossil fuels,’ he told his packed, standing room only audience.
This concept of continuous economic growth ‘has no respect for
the reality of nature’s limits’. It is time to take back our
economies.
Practical examples of how local communities are reclaiming
their economies included the small Alberta hamlet of Sangudo,
northwest of Edmonton. Through a $10,000 co-op investment
raised in three months, the twenty-two members purchased a
failing meat packing plant and leased it, at an affordable price,
with the potential for buying the business in three years, to a
community entrepreneur. Within six months the business
quadrupled and the staff doubled, leading to an excellent 6.3 %
return on the investment.
According to Lewis, who heads up The Canadian Centre for
Community Renewal, the concept of the social solidarity
economy which serves both ordinary people and the
environment is becoming a world-wide movement, with an
emphasis on the issues of poverty, inequality and climate
change.
Following Lewis’ presentation, another opportunity to visit
the booths highlighted clean water, renewable energy, the
preservation of land (such as the Salt Spring Conservancy’s new
campaign to buy the Blackburn Lake area thereby protecting
the Cusheon Lake Watershed), climate change and School
District Nº 64’s Schooling for Sustainability programs.
There was time also to reflect on questions raised by
Hopkin's video message and his Transition Handbook. How
will the future look back on our petroleum interval, this two
hundred year journey up the oil-dependancy mountain where
we carelessly burned a startling ninety-eight tons of ancient
compressed algal matter per gallon of oil? And how will we
manage our energy descent to a more local, more sustainable
economy?
If, as Hopkins writes, ‘the very notion of economic
globalization was only made possible by cheap liquid fossil fuels,’
then we can never go back to the way we are now. Nor, as he
quotes Ted Trainer, will a renewable energy economy ever
sustain the consumer economy we have today.
But both Lewis and Hopkins agree. It could be a more
satisfying, fairer, and liveable world. And if the partnerships
formed on Salt Spring, and the energy and enthusiasm
generated as the community joins together, are any indication,
the world ahead of us looks promising. 0

Green Party calls for Independent Legislative Budget
Officer for BC

Jane Sterk, leader, and Andrew Weaver, deputy leader of the
Green Party of BC, are calling for the creation of an independent
legislative budget officer (LBO) for British Columbia. Weaver
announced the call after attending an event featuring Kevin
Page, Canada’s first parliamentary budget officer.
‘The work of Kevin Page and his fellow civil servants in
providing Members of Parliament with the information they
needed to hold the Prime Minister to account was nothing short
of courageous. MLAs and British Columbians deserve the same
when it comes to making decisions in our province,’ said
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Weaver. ‘That’s why I’m calling for the creation of an
independent budgetary office that will be accountable to the
legislature, not the Premier.’
Weaver proposes that the mandate of the LBO should be
similar to that of the recently created federal Parliamentary
Budget Office in Ottawa, where Page served from 2008-2013.
According to the Parliamentary Budget Officer website, ‘The
mandate of the Parliamentary Budget Officer is to provide
independent analysis to Parliament on the state of the nation’s
finances, the government’s estimates and trends in the
Canadian economy; and upon request from a committee or
parliamentarian, to estimate the financial cost of any proposal
for matters over which Parliament has jurisdiction.’
‘The Green Party is committed to re-democratizing
governance in BC and that begins with accountability and
transparency in decision-making,’ said leader Jane Sterk. ‘We
note that the BCNDP introduced a private member’s bill to
establish a Parliamentary Budget Officer for BC, modeled on
the federal position, in 2009 but did not reintroduce the bill
since then. Should they form government, we hope to work with
them in making this function a reality.’
The Green Party of BC has called for democratic reforms in
recent months as a major component of its 2013 election
campaign. Among the proposals are electoral finance reforms,
mandating ElectionsBC to oversee leadership contests of
political parties, free votes in the legislature, and election of the
Speaker by secret ballot. BC’s three independent MLAs have
recommended similar reforms. 0
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What Your Candidates Say…
‘What do you see in the future for BCHydro?’
This edition, Island Tides asked:

Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
Mismanagement of BC Hydro by the current government is
running our once-proud crown Corporation into the ground.
This has resulted in ever-increasing power rates, which has
made life for seniors and ordinary hard working families very
difficult.
This has to stop. As an MLA I will work to restore the
regulatory role of the BC Utilities Commission so that the
corporation is more accountable to the people. I also think the
Commission should examine opt-out options for people who
don’t want wireless smart meters in their homes.
I want to stop further privatization of BC rivers for private
power production, and I support the NDP commitment to
review existing independent power projects to ensure that the
public interest is protected.
Long term planning with emphasis on energy conservation
is key to putting BC Hydro back on its feet. I am committed to
restoring BC Hydro as a source of clean, affordable energy for
all British Columbians.

Bob Bray—North Island (BC Conservatives)
I see a great future for BC Hydro. I am proud that BC is selfsufficient in hydro-electricity. I am gratified that decisions made
decades ago mean that BC Hydro now makes money every year
when it trades power (selling expensive and buying cheap) with
Alberta and Washington.
In recent years, however, BC Hydro has been poorly
managed in several areas. The list of issues includes smart
meters and rising debt plus Independent Power Producers and
their 40-year contractual obligations. On top of that are the
‘phantom’ profits used to help balance the provincial budget. I
use the word ‘phantom’ because the Auditor General says these
profits do not exist.
BC Hydro should start using proper accounting methods.
BC Hydro should use its real profits first to sustain itself and
second to develop future projects to meet our electricity needs.
I would like to see BC Hydro given a specific mandate so that
it stops paying a dividend into provincial government general
revenue and instead uses any funds beyond this mandate to
reduce electricity rates.
Kassandra Dycke–Comox Valley (BC NDP)
For decades BC Hydro had a proud history of meeting the
energy needs of British Columbians. But in recent years
government mismanagement has caused higher hydro rates
and wasteful spending. BC Hydro has wasted billions of dollars
on expensive contracts with private power supplies and
misguided projects such as the imposition of smart meters.
New Democrats are committed to bringing accountability
back to BC Hydro by reinstating the regulatory role of the BC
Utilities Commission to protect consumers. I also believe the
Commission should review options to allow people to opt out
of wireless smart meters.
I feel strongly we need a much stronger emphasis on energy
conservation so that we don’t need to rely on potentially
destructive new power projects.
As an MLA, I will work hard to restore BC Hydro’s role as a
vital public resource that provides BC families with clean,
affordable energy.

John Horgan—Malahat-Juan de Fuca (BC NDP)
Putting our provincial utility back in order will be a priority for
a New Democrat government.New Democrats understand the
vital role that BCHydro plays in delivering clean, reasonablypriced energy to BC families.
We need to make BCHydro better, and bring it back to being
the crown jewel that it once was before the current government
signed private power contracts that will cost the province more
than $1 billion over the next four years.
New Democrats will restore the badly eroded independent
oversight of the BC Utilities Commission.
A New Democrat government would also ask the BCUC to
review opt-out options for the smart meter program, similar to
other jurisdictions like Quebec where customers are allowed to
keep their wired meters for a modest fee.

Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
BC Hydro is one of the province’s most important economic
assets, but it must be managed to better serve the public
interest.
BCLiberals have privatized part of Hydro’s operations
(despite promises to the contrary), and allowed private power

developments on many of our wild rivers. They have also
precluded the BC Utilities Commission (the independent
watchdog representing electricity consumers) from reviewing
billions of dollars in power projects and infrastructure that will
result in much higher costs for ratepayers and environmental
impacts than necessary.
The NDP are committed to keeping BC Hydro and our rivers
in public hands. We will also reinstate BCUC’s authority to
review all new power projects and the possibilities for smart
meter opt out provisions.
The NDP will encourage public and private investments in
sustainable energy such as wind, solar and geothermal.
However, it is also important to remember that energy
conservation is still one of the best investments we can make to
create thousands of jobs, save money for households, improve
business competitiveness, and reduce our environmental and
carbon footprint.

Leonard Krog—Nanaimo (BC NDP)
The independent oversight of the BC Utilities Commission must
be brought back. In recent years, the Liberal government
stopped the BCUC from reviewing millions of dollars’ worth of
private power contracts before they were signed by the province.
As a result, the Liberals locked us into these contracts that
force the province to buy private power at very high prices, and
sell low across the border during peak periods.
The Utility Commission’s rate hearings were also cancelled
by the Liberal government, denying an opportunity for the
public to comment on BC Hydro’s future and stalling the
development of a long term plan for hydro until after the
election.
Finally, the BCUC was also blocked from reviewing the
billion dollar smart meter program before it was forced on
British Columbians. If elected government, we will ask the
BCUC to look at opt-out options for the smart meter program
for people who do not want them.

Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
With our increasing use of electricity for technology, heating
and automobiles, we need to make sure our province has secure,
affordable and renewable energy production. Unfortunately,
BC Hydro has become a political beast, instead of truly serving
the BC public’s best interest.
BC Hydro needs to evolve into a public organization that
manages our heritage hydroelectric assets while overseeing the
development of community-owned power generation projects.
BC Hydro should focus on enabling district energy solutions
instead of building the Site C dam, so remote from energy users.
BC Hydro should be a central driving force in educating
customers and encouraging power conservation. As a large
organization it lacks the nimbleness and culture to be innovative
in developing new energy tech, so it should work in partnership
with BC’s clean tech industry, under careful regulation.
Right now the BC government views BC Hydro as an income
source, which sets up a false incentive to be profitable at the
expense of domestic customers. We need BC Hydro to be
sustainable and responsive to citizens’ needs.
Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
BC Hydro is our largest public utility. Its operational strategy
has created complex problems that the next government will
inherit and be forced to correct.
Stable consumer pricing is the result of deferring some
expenses and making them payable in future years—currently
to the tune of $2.1 billion. While we enjoy clean, competitivelypriced electricity, the utility is kicking billions of dollars worth
of costs down the road with no plan to address them. Even
Stephen Harper’s own accounting system for Canada is moving
to disallow deferred accounting practices so that future
generations aren’t mired in debt.
And it’s not just about pricing, the Smart Meter program
left many customers feeling that a wireless digital reader was
forced on them. How can the utility mend relationships with its
customers, and perhaps more importantly, how does it intend

Next Edition’s Question: Do you believe that provincial

programs for low income individuals are adequate? Are

homeless and low income housing programs adequate?
Should they be extended to rural areas? How?
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on repaying back the billions of dollars in deferral accounts it
has accumulated?
Finally, if each of us does our part, we can reduce our energy
consumption, lowering our demand and waste. Let’s start today.

StephenPRoberts—Saanich N & The Islands (BCLiberal)
BC Hydro is a huge asset to our province. It has been ever since
it was first established, being a key building block in the
development of modern British Columbia. This utility is an
economic driver for BC and a vehicle through which we can
achieve our goals under the Clean Energy Act. If we are to
reduce our greenhouse gas emissions as outlined under the Act,
clean electricity will be more important than ever.
BC Hydro has a significant part to play in helping us achieve
these energy goals. As a public utility, BC Hydro is in the hands
of British Columbians, where its focus can be on sustainability,
and renewable energy. As envisioned by the legislation that
created it, BC Hydro will continue to help us maintain our
competitive advantage with some of the lowest electricity rates
in North America, to the benefit of individuals and businesses
alike in our province.
Michelle Stilwell—Parksville-Qualicum (BCLiberal)
BC Hydro plays a critical role in the management of the
province’s energy. In particular, due to our present level of
reliance on hydro-electric power.
While this source of energy has many advantages over most
alternatives, the method still needs to be well managed to
optimize the value of BC Hydro to it’s owners - British
Columbians. Hydro-electric power has been around for along
time. New technologies have been developed since it’s
inception. As with any new technologies, risk must be
considered along with advantages. This includes, social,
economic and environmental risk.
The current relationship between BC Hydro and the
Provincial Government allows for both innovation and public
input. Everyone is not always happy with change, but this
system is designed for communication and thoughtful
implementation of change, along with oversight by the
Provincial Government on behalf of all British Columbians.

Jessica VanDerVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
Over many decades BC Hydro has been our province’s pride.
But years of government mismanagement have resulted in
skyrocketing hydro rates, the privatization of our rivers for
private power production, and the waste of over $1 billion on
smart meters.
Oak Bay-Gordon Head has a large number of seniors with
fixed incomes and these higher rates are posing significant
hardships on them. Higher rates are a barrier for small
businesses and deter big businesses from setting up shop in the
province as well.
New Democrats will restore the independent oversight of
the BC Utilities Commission which the government have
eroded so badly.
We will also ask the utilities commission to examine options
for opting out of the smart meter program. In other jurisdictions
customers are allowed to keep their wired meters, and that
could be an option here.

Andrew Weaver–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC Green)
I believe that BC needs to become a renewable energy
powerhouse in the North American market. And BC Hydro, in
its current form, isn’t yet enabled to be that visionary
organization. However, with a few changes, we could lead BC
into a clean energy future.
To do this, the Clean Energy Act needs to be amended so
that 100% of our electricity is renewable. As larger components
of the transportation fleet are electrified and emissions pricing
becomes a reality in a growing number of places (including
California now with their cap and trade system), there will be
increasing demand for renewables in the future. BC must be a
major supplier of green energy.
A process needs to be established to allow local communities
to have input into the type and scale of power projects that they
would like to see developed. Engaging local communities with
industry early in the process can establish a sense of local
ownership and buy-in, thereby capitalizing on our natural
resource capability and providing jobs today and for future
generations.

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable candidates in all parties running in: Alberni Pacific Rim, Comox Valley, Cowichan Valley, Esquimalt-Royal Roads, Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo,
Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North Island, Oak Bay–Gordon Head, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–Sunshine Coast, Saanich North & The Islands, Saanich South,Victoria-Beacon Hill, and Victoria–Swan Lake.
All responses received are above. If your favourite candidate has not responded yet, contact him/her or your party’s communication representative. If you know of an independent, please let us know.
Does anyone know how to get in touch with independent candidate Brunie Brunie in Nanaimo-North Cowichan?

www.islandtides.com
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Borage (Borago officinalis) The Brave
Bruce Burnett
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What’s On?

SINGLE-VENUE: $33.60/$39.20 W IMAGE | MULTI-VENUE: $44.80/$50.04 W IMAGE
PAYMENT WITH ORDER BY VISA OR MASTERCARD PLEASE

Wed-Fri, April 10, 11, 12, & Tues-Wed & Fri-Sat, April 16,
17, 19 & 20

Salmon Confidential Film
Screening Tour—hosted by Dr
Alexandra Morton and filmmaker
Twyla Roscovich; discussion about
how we can save wild salmon • All
showings 7pm • SOOKE: Wed,
April 10, Edward Milne School;
VICTORIA: Thurs, April 11, Camosun College Lansdowne Campus;
COWICHAN BAY: Fri, April 12, Cowichan Estuary Nature Centre;
QUALICUM BEACH: Tues, April 16, Civic Centre; TOFINO: Wed,
April 17, Clayquot Sound Community Theatre; NANOOSE BAY: Fri,
April 19, Nanoose Place Hall; SIDNEY: Sat, April 20, Sidney Mary
Winspear Centre, with Elizabeth May • Admission by donation. Info:
visit SalmonConfidential.ca • VANCOUVER ISLAND

Saturday, April 13

An Evening of Music—with Brad Prevedorus (guitar) and Mary
Reher (flute), a retrospective concert
celebrating 25 years since their duo album
Windows; also featuring Brad’s latest album
Silhouette; Intermission Refreshments • Hope
Bay Studio • 7:30pm, doors 7pm • Tickets:
$15, Talisman Books & At The door, seating limited to 40 • Info: 250539-5319, info@manzanitaproductions.com • PENDER

Friday-Sunday, April 19-21

2013 Home Expo – Victoria’s premier
show of the year, and Vancouver Island’s
largest home show! • Fri: 1-9pm, Sat:
9:30am-5:30pm, Sun: 10am-4pm • West
Shore Parks & Recreation, 1767 Island Hwy • Info:
www.homeshowtime.com • VICTORIA

Sunday, April 21

Screening of ‘Spoil’— the movie highlights
the splendour of the Great Bear Rainforest that
our addiction to burn more oil is helping to
destroy; Communities To Protect Our Coast
invites you to meet the movie’s producer and
photographer • Nanoose Place, 2925
Northwest Bay Road • 2pm • Admission free •
Info: 250-468-1714 • NANOOSE BAY

Thursday, April 25

Duo Rendezvous: Jasper Wood &
Daniel Bolshoy—Wood is one of
Canada’s top violinists with a flourishing
reputation as a soloist, virtuoso guitarist
Daniel Bolshoy has also performed widely
in Canada and abroad • Presented by Gulf
Islands Concerts (Pender) • Pender School
• 7pm • Single concert $25 Adult, $12 Student, $5 Child @ Talisman
and Southridge • Info: 250.629.2060 • PENDER

Saturday & Sunday, April 27 & 28

Art, Antiques, Vintage, Retro, Collectables,
Show & Sale—find that perfect
something special, for everyone; enjoy
Victorian-style tea and pastries; browse and
buy, from fabulous to funky, a treasure trove of
Nostalgia • Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road •
SAT: 9-4pm, SUN: 10-1pm • Admission is free • Info: Candida,
250-539-0888 or Trish, 250-539-2595 • MAYNE

Saturday, April 27

Chamber Music Concert—featuring Messiaen's “Quartet for the
End of Time", Martinu's "La Revue de
Cuisine", and music by Piazzola, and Glinka;
played by musicians from Vancouver
Symphony, Victoria Symphony, Galiano
Ensemble, Les Amusements de la Chambre,
and Bach on the Rock • All Saints Church,
Ganges •2pm • Tickets: at the door, general:
$15, students: $5 • SALT SPRING

Monday, May 6 & Friday, May 10

Registration Deadline—Call for new applicants and registration for
ArtCraft 2013, BC’s longest running arts and crafts show,
representing Gulf Islands artists • Located in downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring, the show opens on June 14 and runs until September15
• Deadline May 6th for new applicants and May 10th for returning
applicants • Registration forms and information online at
www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT SPRING

Give Your Event Visibility!

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250.629.3660
www.islandtides.com
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orage
has
long
symbolized courage. In
the Middle Ages ladies
would embroider borage
flowers on the scarves of
knights about to go off to the
crusades or to fight in a
tournament. An old Latin
saying, Ego Borage gaudia
semper ago, means, “I, borage,
always bring courage”. In the
ancient world young girls
would serve borage tea to shy
and reluctant young men in an
effort to get them to propose.
Celtic warriors would add the
herb to their wine to give them
bravado before battle. Borage is
also supposed to induce psychic powers. The Roman writer,
Pliny (AD 23-79) claimed that borage steeped in wine was the
famous Nepenthe of Homer, which brought absolute
forgiveness when drunk.
The origin of the word borage is uncertain, but it probably
derives from the Latin, borra, meaning ‘hair of the beast,’ a
reference to the herb’s bristly leaves.
Medicinally, borage has high mucilage content, making it a
demulcent and a soother of respiratory problems. Its emollient
qualities make it helpful for sore and inflamed skin — prepared
either as freshly squeezed juice, in a poultice, or as an infusion.
The flowers encourage sweating, and the leaves are diuretic.
Borage seed oil is one of the best dietary sources of gamma
linolenic acid (GLA), one of the essential fatty acids. The
essential fatty acids are important in many metabolic processes,
including energy production. They are called “essential” fatty
acids because your body cannot synthesize them. They must be
part of your diet. A lack of GLA in the diet has been linked to
many modern ailments including arthritis, skin problems and
migraine headaches. Borage also acts as a restorative on the
adrenal cortex, which means that it will revive and renew the
adrenal glands after a medical treatment with cortisone or
steroids.
In addition to the healthful qualities of its oil, borage is a very
nutritious herb, rich in calcium, magnesium and vitamins A and
C.
Borage is a European native, but now grows extensively
throughout North America. It is becoming an important cash
crop on the Prairies where it is cultivated for its seed oil. The
herb is a self-seeding annual (although it will occasionally
appear as a biennial) so once in your garden it’s probably there
to stay. But it’s a welcome plant, being both attractive and useful.

T

The flowers are a beautiful
bright blue and starshaped. Borage is easily
grown from seed and
will flourish in full sun
or light shade. Borage
is a favorite flower of
bees.
Borage has a crisp,
cucumber-like flavour and
will enhance the taste of salads,
vegetable, fish and poultry. Choose young leaves, as they tend
to get bristly with age. The older leaves can be used for
flavouring a soup or stew, but it’s recommended that they be
removed from the dish before serving.

Borage, Fennel, and Radish Salad

1 fennel bulb, with top and outer portions removed, cut into
thin slices
½ cup fresh bite-sized borage leaves
3-4 radishes, thinly sliced
Juice of ½ lemon
1 Tbsp. grapefruit juice
2 Tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
1 Tbsp. flax or hempseed oil or substitute of your choice
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste.
Toss the borage, radishes, and fennel together in a large salad
bowl. Blend the grapefruit juice, lemon juice, olive oil, flax oil
and salt and pepper, adding more lemon juice if insufficiently
tangy. Mix together and serve.

Borage and Red Pepper Rice

1 cup of long grain, brown rice (preferably organic)
2 cups of water
2 tsp. of fresh borage leaves, cut fine (or leave whole if you to
remove them prior to serving)
1 organic red pepper, sliced
1 Tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
½ tsp. sea salt
Some fresh borage flowers.
Add the salt to the water and bring to the boil. Add the rice
(rinse in cold water first) and the borage leaves and reduce to a
simmer. Cook for 40-45 minutes or until the rice is done
(organic brown rice usually takes a little longer to cook). Lightly
sauté the red pepper in the oil. When serving, sprinkle the red
pepper and the borage flowers on top of the rice. Serves four.
Bruce Burnett is a Chartered Herbalist, an award-winning
writer and author of the best-selling book ‘HerbWise: Growing
Cooking Wellbeing’ available on Pender Island at Talisman
Books, in Duncan at Ten Old Books, in Cobble Hill at Bucknuck
Books and online at amazon.ca. 0

The Tale of a One Meal Fish - Ralph Shaw
he other day Elaine and I were just
quietly enjoying our evening drink and
snack when she remarked, ‘I would
really enjoy a meal of fresh trout.’ Now, for the
uninformed that is a permission slip to go trout
fishing the next day. To the young and newly
married or partnered this type of permission
slip can be obtained to go winter chinook
fishing, crabbing, prawning, halibut fishing,
clam digging or gathering oysters to list a few
of the possibilities. It is an opportunity you
should not miss; however there is a caveat—
that is bring something home to eat or you may
hear how expensive your fishing habits have
become. By the way—I have more permission
slips than most guys I know.
On Sunday, Elaine packed a super lunch
and I set out to explore the possibilities of
catching a one-meal fish on Spider Lake. On
my way I stopped by the little coffee outlet in
Union Bay and filled my mug. Fellows enjoying
their coffee remarked ‘It is raining!’ My response was, ‘What
does that have to do with it?’
When I arrived at the lake there were five boats already there
and a few people fishing from shore in the park. It was the start
of a promising day. Fishing any lake at this season of the year,
fly fishers usually start with wet fly offering such as leeches,
damsel fly nymphs, dragonfly patterns or similar wet fly patters.
If you are using bait or lures the choice will be on your past
success; but worms are always a good standby.
Following my experience from a couple of weeks ago I
started with two leeches, one on a slow sink line and the other
on a deep sinking line. Shortly before noon I caught a prime onemeal trout on the deep sinking line. When I cleaned the fish I
found its stomach contained sedge fly pupae and no leeches. I

immediately changed to a sedge fly pattern on the slow sink line.
The important thing for me was that the pressure was now off
as I had that one-meal trout for supper in the box.
Towards mid-day the surface of the water was dimpled with
rising trout feeding on small chironomids. I opted to try to
match the hatch as a fellow angler was trying to do. After an hour
of fruitless casting to rising trout we both gave up. The fish were
very selective and we didn’t have fly patterns to suit the hatch. I
changed tactic and went back to fishing the wet fly patterns in
relatively shallow shoal waters. Just as I was leaving the lake
about 3pm I had four fish on the sedge pattern and lost all four
of them just short of the net—it’s called long distance release.
TROUT FOR TWO, please turn to page 10
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Photo: Toby Snelgrove

Mayne’s beloved community park, overlooking Dinner Bay, is the scene of many community events, such as the Easter shenanigans picture above. The
community will be visited on April 18 by the Lieutenant Govenor of BC, Her Honour the Honourable Judith Guichon, for a full day of activities. The Lieutenant
Govenor will visit Saturna the following day.

Saturna Notes
Priscilla Ewbank

Did you see the smiles on Easter Weekend? Everybody seemed
so buoyant and just plain happy to be warm. Sunlight filled the
day, and moonlight the nights! Heaters, fires, jackets, gumboots
suddenly became extraneous as the day and night-time
temperatures climbed. Not only were people smiling, suddenly
there were red-legged frogs, butterflies, pacific tree toads, garter
snakes, a report of a male grouse drumming, a stack of six
turkey vultures climbing on thermals, a pair of violet green
swallows, and Humphrey—the orphan rufus hummingbird,—
came home to Bill and Sam Peramaki’s feeder for the 5th year
in a row!

An Island Easter

Easter weekend was hugely busy on Saturna after months of
rain and community business meetings. With an early
prediction of sun-filled days for the weekend, lots of people
hopped on the ferry and came over.
At the Saturna Community Hall, the Saturna Women’s
Club’s Easter Bake Sale was a fabulous success with all the
baking sold, the tableful of Cake Walk cakes emptied, and Tea
and Welsh Cakes enjoyed by many (older) participants on the
tablecloth-clad tables in the lounge.
Besides the full plant-table, many local businesses and artists
donate generous and interesting items to be raffled with the
Women’s Club as the beneficiaries of the ticket buyers. Plants,
dirt, firewood, chips, gravel, dinners, food baskets, backhoe
work, stays at B&Bs, what a practical Island we are!
Saturday night, the Lion’s Prawn Fest was loaded with
Islanders and their guests and families. People always have a
good time at the do, eating and visiting. The Winter Cove Yacht
Club sponsors the Easter Egg Hunt at Winter Cove—10am
sharp! The tiny, just-walking kids are released first—the ones
who find an egg, plump down on the lawn, slowly tear the foil
off and eat it, then get up to find another one! At last, the big
kids are launched to sprint off, tearing about picking up eggs
like vacuum cleaners. Then the parents can close in on the picnic
tables laden with coffee and goodies!
Usually the hunt is done in half an hour due to blowing rain
and wet participants. The finale is generally a sprightly soccer
game to warm-up—and run off the chocolate. Drenched in

Luxury Coastal Adventures
Sea Kayaking ~ Specialty Cruises
PAINTING: 2OBERT 'ENN

Coastal History: Jeanette Taylor

sunlight this year, the grandparents and aunties and uncles,
friends and parents lingered to visit, stroll about, take pictures,
admire the loot, munch on sweet baking and savour coffee.
The Community does a lot to entertain itself, friends and
family, and welcome newcomers. Islanders appreciate being
together to celebrate.

Fir Succumbs In A Late Gale

On Wednesday afternoon, March 27th, we had a rip-roaring
southwest gale tear through the Island. It was sort of breezy
standing at the store bulletin board thinking which outdated
notices needed to come down, when a huge whoosh of air tore
off most of them and sent them flying down the road!
An hour or so later, at home with the wind still blasting
about, I heard a big unusual noise. Peter Clark and Ryan Dentry
working at the neighbouring Saturna Ecological Education
Centre (SEEC) were in awe as one of the huge 300-year-old plus
Douglas firs snapped off. They had a ringside seat as the top half
of the tree smashed across the little creek and up the other
bank—an immense sound filled the air, the tree fell in a cloud
of dust from the dead wood in its centre, and settled before their
eyes.
We are lucky, we have four of these grand, lovely trees on
our property. The eagles and ravens use all the big old firs. In
one of the our firs there is an eagle nest. This fir provided a
favorite perch for those interested in dining off chickens to
survey the circumstances.
The one that broke is not hidden away in the woods as so
many are, so its magnificent presence used to be noticed by us
all. Looking at the top limbs, now on the ground, they are huge.
I imagine the eagles were as surprised as we are by the sudden
absence of the big fir in the skyline.
Such old trees provide contrast and proportion to our small
and short lives. Imagine, right here to touch and see every single
day, a seedling in 1700 or so—born right here and stayed right
here.
The fir missed the SEEC’s energy shed where the water
turbine and photovoltaic power are used to generate power for
the site. However, it smashed all the piping and the trail to get
to the actual Pelham turbine wheel in the creek.
Barry Crooks and his son Cliff came over with their skidder
to pull the biggest sections of the trunk out of the creek. Seeing
them working smoothly together, whether figuring out how to
get the log to move or actually moving it, reminded me that here

is a father and son team that has worked together for years.
Barry came to Saturna Island as a youth and has worked
logging, running the mill, and working on driveways and roads.
All the big stuff that few have the machinery, expertise and
experience to accomplish. Cliff was born practically on-Island
and went to school here and then to Salt Spring for high school.
Cliff has worked for his dad forever, at the sawmill, driving
skidders and trucks—you name it.
Driving a skidder, it is hard to see what the blade is doing
over the nose of the skidder, or when you are laying out cable,
pulling a log out of the creek, or in some tricky incline. You are
not only driving but reading hand-signals from the man on the
ground as you constantly readjust and maneuver. Barry looks
like a shortstop in a baseball game—hand signals mean all sorts
of things to Cliff, changes to chokers, or the winch, or operating
the machine itself.
Barry says it has been the best working with Cliff these years.
He feels very lucky to have such a fine son and partner. Lots of
18,000
every
mailbox,
our kids leave
Saturna andcopies—In
go out into the wide
world, some
come back, and a few work alongside their parents. We actually
Attn:
Peter
have three
father and
son teams and all of them workDate:
with Feb
heavy machinery and equipment from building roads, sewage
systems and houses: Barry and Cliff, John Gaines and Ian
Gaines, and John Money and Andrew Money.
The windstorm, of course,
toppled other trees as well. A
big yard tree came down in an
urban part of Saturna and
FROM THE GULF ISLANDS
narrowly missed two houses.
Our trees are all set to
weather prevailing southeast
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Questions You Can Ask Your Candidates (Part 1 of 2)
Take this page to your All-Candidates Meeting

BC’S CREATIVE FUTURE:
British Columbians are creative in communications arts and
technology, music, graphic arts, crafts, and the quality of life; in
fact these are the basis of many enterprises in the province.
What might the provincial government do to encourage and
develop these activities?
DIVERSIFYING BC’S ECONOMY:
Government economic (‘jobs’) policy is dependent on the
fracking of natural gas wells in Northeast BC, the construction
of a pipeline to Kitimat, an LNG plant at Kitimat, and shipping
LNG by tanker to Asia. Can you suggest other economic
strategies which, given comparable government support, might
provide equivalent jobs and economic growth?
ELECTIONS:
Do you favour a system of proportional representation for
BC provincial elections? Would you support legislated limits to
party and candidate financing for provincial elections? Do you
support term limits for elected positions?
TRANSPARENCY:
Should the provincial budget be balanced each fiscal year?
Should Crown Corporations (BC Hydro, BC Ferries, Translink,
P3s, and other quasi-government bodies) publish their budgets
and business plans for public review and annual legislative
debate? Should P3 and privatization proposals be adopted by
legislation? Should there be referenda? Should management
and board appointments be subject to review by legislative
committees? Should the provincial auditor and other
watchdogs be appointed by, and responsible to, the legislature?
Should Freedom of Information requests have legislated
deadlines? Should government initiatives be regularly reported
on the Internet?
GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC POLICY:

Should government economic policy, rationale, initiatives,
forecasts and actual results be regularly reported on the
Internet? In how much detail? Over what period of time? This
might include expected GDP and jobs that result, government
revenue, and cost of government infrastructure and subsidies.
How should government report cost, employment, revenues,
and achievements from major government programs and
initiatives, including those which are not primarily economic?
TAXATION:
Do you support the carbon tax? Do you support its continued
increase, with a corresponding decrease in personal taxes to
maintain carbon neutrality? Do you support increases in
corporate income taxes? Are resource royalties adequate? Do
you support the continuation of health care premiums? Would
you support the expanding application of bridge and highway
tolls? Is there potential for further tax incentives?
RESOURCES:
What do you expect of the production, domestic utilization,
and export of natural gas in the province for the next few years?
Do you anticipate that the mining, use, transportation, and
export of coal will be a significant industry in BC? Over the long
term? What do you feel about the staffing of mines by migrant
or ‘temporary foreign’ workers? Do you expect that
conventional oil will be a major product of BC in the next few
years? Do you think that provincial regulations concerning
fracking are adequate to prevent environmental damage? What
policy should be legislated? Are regulations concerning water
use for mineral, oil, and gas extraction adequate? Do you feel
that environmental reviews for proposed mines are adequate?
Do you feel environmental reviews for proposed pipelines are
adequate? The federal government has exempted pipelines
from parts of the environmental review process. Should the

province assume responsibility for those reviews? What is your
assessment of the environmental safety of oil tankers, natural
gas tankers, and coal bulk ships in BC waters?
LOCAL GOVERNMENT:
What is the role of local government, including regional
governments, municipalities, the Islands Trust, and special
governmental entities such as Translink? Should land use
planning be carried out on a regional basis? How should local
government be financed? Should it have taxation powers
beyond property taxes?
EDUCATION: What is the role of local school boards in
public education? What does the province need in postsecondary education? What would be a reasonable fee level?
How should students finance the costs of post-secondary
education? Should the provincial education system
accommodate foreign students? What body should be
responsible for adult and continuing education? ESL? Should
the government actively encourage entrepreneurship? How?
HEALTH CARE:
Do you believe the present system of health care Authorities
or regions is the most effective for the province? Would you
consider further decentralization to communities? Do you
believe that the ‘fee for service’ structure for doctors can
continue? Like most developed countries, we face increasing
health care demands from a flood of seniors. How would you
handle this? Would you encourage a more preventive or
precautionary health care approach? How?
POVERTY AND INCOMES POLICY:
Do you believe that provincial programs for low income
individuals are adequate? Are homeless and low income
housing programs adequate? Should they be extended to rural
areas? How? 0

TROUT FOR TWO from page 8

Time spent fishing is often described as time enjoying the quiet and peace of nature. The rites
of spring had much to do with the ‘peace and quiet’ on the lake this day. There was a group of
three Canada geese that seemed to be involved in a severe love triangle about who was going to
be a mate and who would be the outsider. They were still arguing when I left the lake.
Easter was a great time to take a child on the waters or the shore. The mid-afternoon low tides
were excellent for gathering shellfish and just seashore adventures. When you take children
fishing might I suggest the enjoyment and learning curves are greatly enhanced if the children
are suitably dressed for the outdoors. It is also neat to have good snacks and timeout when the
fishing is slow. It has been suggested that teaching children to fish will enhance their
understanding of climate change.
Special note: Your tidal and non-tidal fishing licenses expire on Easter Sunday—to renew on
line go to www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish. Licensing for tidal and non-tidal go to
www.fishing.gov.bc.ca. 0

Information Sessions Vessel Replacement Program
BC Ferries representatives will be on hand to discuss plans for
replacement of the Queen of Nanaimo. Story boards explaining
strategy, vessel design and project timelines will be supplemented
with a Question & Answer period.
Information Sessions will be held from 7 pm to 9 pm as follows:
Monday, April 22, 2013: Galiano Community Hall
Tuesday, April 23, 2013: Saturna Hall
Wednesday, April 24, 2013: Pender Islands Community Hall
Thursday, April 25, 2013: Mayne Island Community Centre
People unable to attend an information session who would like to
learn more about vessel replacement can visit www.bcferries.com
beginning Monday, April 22, 2013. Details can be found there along
with an email address for submitting your input.
For more info:
Peter Simpson, Director, Fleet Operations Strategy
peter.simpson@bcferries.com

www.islandtides.com

Information Session Vessel Replacement Program
BC Ferries representatives will be on hand to discuss plans for
replacement of the Queen of Burnaby and North Island Princess.
Story boards explaining strategy, vessel design and project timelines
will be supplemented with a Question & Answer period.
A public information session will be held:
Thursday, May 2, 2013, 7 pm to 9 pm at the
Community Hall at Gillies Bay
People unable to attend this information session who would like to
learn more about vessel replacement can visit www.bcferries.com
beginning Monday, April 22, 2013. Details can be found there along
with an email address for submitting your input.
For more info:
Peter Simpson, Director, Fleet Operations Strategy
peter.simpson@bcferries.com
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Calling for a better plan for BC forests
Photo: TJ Watt

BULLETIN BOARD
Car Rentals

owners, and union members showed up on a rainy March 16 in Victoria for a rally
organized by the Ancient Forest Alliance.

The alliance is calling on BC’s politicians to commit to: a provincial Old-Growth Strategy

that will protect the province’s endangered old-growth forests; ensuring the sustainable

logging of second-growth forests, which now constitute most of BC’s productive forest
lands; ending the export of raw logs to foreign mills; supporting the retooling of coastal

old-growth mills and the development of value-added wood processing facilities to handle
second-growth logs.

Round the Islands

Keep the people informed and celebrate Earth
Day! It’s the rallying cry for Save Our Shores
(SOS ) on Gabriola this month.
The anti-oil tankers and pipelines action
group has invited speakers and will show films
and videos that focus on the issues in the
afternoon and evening of April 20, starting at
3pm.
At the Rollo Centre, speakers from BC’s
Dogwood Initiative, the Island’s Trust Chair
Sheila Malcolmson, and others will introduce
and lead discussions on how to stop the mad
dash towards crude oil tankers and pipelines in
BC. SOS plans to enlighten the public
provincial election.

You Don’t Get it Till You See It

At least three videos are graphic on what’s
happening in the tar sands, the impact on BC’s
coastlines, the deceptions from big oil and big
government, and how action can slow down
and stop the corporate madness. Short videos,
some funny, help keep the day lighthearted.
Showing at 3pm and 4:30pm, the public
can see the Alberta movie, Witness to the Last
Drop, a moving and eloquent video on the
rapidly spreading tar sands (right now ‘the size
of Florida’) and their effects on Northern
Alberta and points south and west. In the
evening movies include White Water, Black
Gold, A Nation’s Water in Peril, an
investigative point-of-view documentary on
David Lavalee, described a ‘mountaineer and
hiking guide … on the front line of climate
change.’

10th Annual Fundraiser For
Nanaimo’s Crimson Coast
Dance

Definitely a grown-ups event, Crimson Coast’s
Wee Tipple Festival features a fun variety of
beverage reps and distributors offering product
samples. On April 26, Scotch whisky
aficionados especially will delight in the names
and labels making rare appearances. Some of
the distilleries featured have histories reaching
back two centuries in the Scottish highlands
and islands, some come from Vancouver
Island and boast just as special a provenance,
but a much more recent birth.
For those who don’t appreciate a wee dram,
there will be plenty of options including a
Virgin Bar for designated drivers. Craft brews
and wines from around Vancouver Island will
also make guest appearances alongside some
new, locally-distilled spirits.
Sumptuous food is a big part of the evening
with fine tapas dishes featuring fresh local
ingredients. Sipping, sampling and tasting for
a good cause, begins at 7pm at the Grand Hotel
on Rutherford Road.

Big Name Line-ups For
Music Festivals

Festival season has been in the planning for
months. Now some headliners have been
signed. Island Tides hears from Vancouver
Island MusicFest that Kris Kristofferson will
perform at the Comox Valley Exhibition
Grounds, July 12-14. Artistic Director Doug
Cox reminds us, ‘Kris Kristofferson wrote ‘Me
and Bobby McGhee’; played in a band with
Willie Nelson, Johnny Cash and Waylon
Jennings; and starred in a movie with Barbara
Streisand, just to name three of his many
accomplishments!’ Other signed artists are
Mary Chapin Carpenter, Marc Cohn and the
YouTube sensation Walk Off The Earth.
Meanwhile on the other end of the musical
spectrum, world reknown pianist Anton Kuerti
will be headlining the Hornby Festival.
Acclaimed for the clarity of his musical vision
and the immense technique with which he
serves a wide choice of repertoire, Kuerti will
play at the Hornby Hall on August 8.
A critic for the US magazine Fanfare wrote
simply that ‘Kuerti is the best pianist currently
playing.’ CD Review (London) called him ‘one
of the truly great pianists of this century...
stunningly played... poignantly beautiful.’
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Great BC Novel Contest Has
Finalists

Shortlist judges Gurjinder Basran, and David
Chariandy have spent the past four months
reading the sixty-six manuscript submissions
for Mother Tongue Publishing’s second search
for the Great BC Novel.
Five manuscripts, by Katrin Horowitz,
Kathy Para, Tony Power, Lenore Rowntree and
Bill Stenson, have been shortlisted for final
judge Caroline Adderson to read. Basran and
Chariandy commented, ‘The submissions that
we have selected for the shortlist are gripping
and finely written. They also happen to reflect
the wide variety of circumstances and writing
styles that BC fiction authors are exploring.’
The winner will be announced at the end of
May and the novel published this fall.
The first Mother Tongue contest in 2009
netted Everything Was Good-bye, Gurjinder
Basran’s skilful and courageous first novel.
Everything Was Good-bye went on to win the
2010 Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize and Penguin
Canada bought the Canadian rights. 0
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RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com

A Songwriting Contest

Another VI Festival is running a songwriting
contest for the 4th time. The Islands Folk
Festival’s contest welcomes all music styles.
You have to make your entry by June 1.
Cowichan’s Providence Farm is the site for the
July 19-21 festival, which is hosted by the
Cowichan Folk Guild. The guild has a skookum
new website in which you can find everything
you need to know.

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

1-866-320-2268

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

A diverse crowd of 500 conservationists, forestry workers, First Nations, business

Earth Day On Gabriola Mary Gillis

HOME & PROPERTY

AUTO

Besley

Design & Build

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate
rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

PERSONAL

Attractive, youthful, creative, playful,
warmhearted woman, 65, trim,
healthy lifestyle, wishes to share
life’s simple pleasures and love of
the outdoors, gardening, dance,
cooking,music,walks/talks,
adventure with a kind sincere
man/companion, 58-72 years. Send
response plus photo to ‘Aimee’, c/o
Apple Photo, Ganges, Salt Spring
Island V8K 2T6

BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/in+hst COLOUR: $31.80/in+hst
DISCOUNTS On prepaid multi-edition series
WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ ea NEXT DEADLINE Wednesday, April 17

CALL OR EMAIL 250.629.3660, islandtides@islandtides.com

SATURNA from page 9

gales but not southwest ones. By having extra
strength and pithiness in the wood itself and
extra roots on one side or the other they will
take a lot of sway and stay in place despite their
big boughs providing a lot of ‘sail’ to stress roots
and trunks. Spring, every few years, is the time
for windstorms from the southwest.
An interesting situation arises when
downed trees block the roads and take down
powerlines. Pat, the Roads Foreman is not to

touch them due to electrical hazard and has to
wait for BC Hydro to come. This blow, a big
clump of trees came down at the T-junction out
to East Point. So East Pointers coming off the
night boat were stuck on the nearside, instead
of going home to their cozy beds after a long
day in town—or at least their cars were.
Islanders being ingenious, most folks got home
anyway. 0

www.islandtides.com
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Our way or the Norway:
managing Canada’s oil
wealth - Bruce Campbell

and

Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability.
Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

FASTER INTERNET
NOW COSTS LESS!

JUST

$6499
/MTH
/MTH

A

recent study by the Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives compares the
Canada and Alberta experience to that
of Norway, another major petroleum
producing and exporting country, and finds
they have taken very different paths and with
very different outcomes.
‘Norway’s experience shows that there is a
better way to manage our oil wealth, says
CCPA’s executive director Bruce Campbell, the
study’s author. ‘For too long, foreign and
domestic petroleum interests have been in the
driver’s seat, appropriating a disproportionate
share of the petro-wealth and blocking effective
carbon reduction measures. It is time for
Canadian governments to heed the Norwegian
example and reclaim control of the petroleum
industry.’
Among the study’s key findings:
The Norwegian government owns 80% of
petroleum production, and retains roughly
85% of the net revenues mainly through a 78%
company tax and through direct access
mechanisms.
In Alberta and Canada, foreign and
domestic private interests dominate the
industry and have taken the lion’s share of the
petroleum wealth. According to a Parkland
Institute estimate, the Alberta government has
averaged just 9% of the economic rent from the
oil sands over the last 15 years. The federal
government now takes (after tax breaks) a
paltry 7% of oil company revenues through the
general corporate income tax.
The Norwegian state has been very effective
in distributing the benefits of oil wealth both
regionally and throughout its population. It has
maintained one of the lowest levels of income
inequality in the world.
Inequitable
petro-dollar
recycling
mechanisms explain part of the reason that
Canada has one of the highest levels of

For speeds
Plus with Xplornet,
up to 5 Mbps
everyone in your
Activation fees apply
household can be
2
online at the same time!

inequality in the OECD. They explain in large
part why inequality is substantially higher in
Alberta than the Canadian average, and why it
has grown dramatically the over the last
decade.
Economic imbalances and fiscal disparities
amongst provinces have grown, with Alberta
pulling away from the pack. Its revenue raising
capacity could reach 180% or more of the
national average over the next eight years, even
as
federal-provincial
redistribution
mechanisms have been weakened.
Norway’s Petroleum Savings Fund has
amassed over $664 billion in assets, all
invested abroad, which not only ensures the
future of social welfare benefits, but also helps
to offset upward pressure on its currency and
mitigate potential Dutch Disease effects.
Alberta’s Heritage Savings Fund now
contains just $16 billion, 2% of Norway’s fund,
a miniscule share of the petroleum revenue
that has flowed into Alberta over the last 36
years.
Norway is a climate leader with the most
ambitious carbon reduction plan in the
industrialized world. Canada and Alberta are
climate laggards.
‘The federal government needs to take the
lead, collaborating with provinces, territories
and first nations in building consensus around
a national energy strategy—one that addresses
concerns around sustainable economic
development, energy security, inequality,
interprovincial disparities, climate change and
the transition to a low carbon economy,’
Campbell concludes.
Bruce Campbell is executive director of the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. The
Petro-Path Not Taken: Comparing Norway
with Canada and Alberta’s Management of
Petroleum Wealth is available on the CCPA
website: policyalternatives.ca. 0
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It’s time for a clean break.

From streaming videos to downloading photos and more, Xplornet offers
high-speed internet service that includes a 30-day money back guarantee.1

CALL YOUR LOCAL DEALER NOW
TO BOOK AN INSTALLATION

Chaconia Satcom, Nanaimo, BC
250.619.2923

We know that sometimes letting go feels complicated. But it really isn’t. There are
ways to make your break-up painless and better for the environment. Don’t abandon it
as a “free” item in the street. It’s time for a clean break. Go to myrecyclopedia.ca and

Van Isle Home Entertainment, Ladysmith, BC
250.245.0637

find out how to properly dispose of your unwanted item. Make the smart, safe and
environmentally friendly choice to properly reduce, reuse or recycle. Please
dispose responsibly.

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:

Like us on Facebook
1

Xplornet high-speed Internet service includes a 30-day money-back guarantee. If you are dissatisfied with your service for any reason, you will receive a refund of
all amounts paid to Xplornet if you cancel your subscription within 30 days of activation. 2A router is required for multiple users, see your local dealer. 3For a 3 year
contract, activation fees may be up to $99. Xplornet® is a trade-mark of Xplornet Communications Inc. © 2013 Xplornet Communications Inc.
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Follow us on Twitter

www.crd.bc.ca

www.islandtides.com

