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Informing The Active  Coast  -  Connecting Communities
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An unusual number of idle freighters were moored in safe anchorages up and down the Salish Sea in March. Oriental Wise was one of three empty ships anchored
off Chemainus at the end of the month.

Looking for Gulf Islands and East Vancouver Island customers? 
You’re looking at the newspaper that will do it all. Call 1.250.216.2267 today!

Campbell River—Willow Point Village

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre 
Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre 
is at these SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Every Day Is 

Earth Day!

Coastal Community Credit Union
(CCCU) has announced that it will close
three northern Gulf Island branches, and
cut back services at a fourth on July 23
this year. On April 3, the credit union
announced online the closures of
branches and ATMs on Cortes Island,
Alert Bay, and Sointula; short notice for
residents and businesses. The branches
serve over 2,000 members.

The fourth branch, on Quadra Island,
will see its hours of operation reduced.

Adrian Legin, President and CEO of
the credit union, explained, 'The decision
to make these changes was based on
comprehensive reviews and
assessments of our
services in all our
branches and
regions. Despite
considerable
efforts in the last
several years,
these specific
branches have not
been financially
viable. In the
interests of all our
members, we determined
that the level of subsidization
being provided is not justifiable over the
long term.’

This decision has been condemned by
residents of the four Islands involved,
particularly considering the increasing
ferry fare costs to individuals of carrying
out any banking at their nearest branch,
which would now be in Port McNeill or
Campbell River. 

North Island MLA Claire Trevena, in
a letter to CEO Legin, noted that the loss
of the credit union branches undermined
local business, since when residents left
the Island to do their banking, they were
liable to shop off-Island as well.

‘While the CCCU says it is committed

to communities and their economic
development and stability this
commitment is not reflected in these
actions,’ she writes. 

In a letter to the Board of Directors of
the credit union, three local elected
officials: Noba Anderson, Director of the
Strathcona Regional District for Cortes
Island, Michael Berry, Mayor of the
Village of Alert Bay, and Heidi Soltau,
Regional Director for Area ‘A’ (including
Sointula), District of Mount Waddington,
strongly questioned the rationale and
decision-making process used by the
credit union in coming to its conclusions. 

Anderson, Berry and Soltau
pointed out that the credit
union had not consulted
with the affected
communities, and
reminded the Board
of Directors that the
communities were
willing to work with
the credit union to
find specific solutions

instead of closure of
their only banking

instituion.
They asked the credit union to

provide detailed financial data for the
branches; at the very least, they noted, the
data would assist island residents in
finding alternative banking options.

Anderson, Berry and Soltau also
pointed out that Coastal Community
Credit Union had established itself on
each Island by taking over local credit
unions established by residents, and
noted that Coastal Community Credit
Union had acquired land and buildings
through these takeovers. Concluding a
strongly worded letter, they said, ‘These
spaces have served our communities
longer than you have and it is in our
interest that they continue to do so.’ 0

Credit union closes islands’ branches

‘…Coastal
Community Credit

Union had established itself on
each Island by taking over local
credit unions established by residents
… Coastal Community Credit Union had
acquired land and buildings through
these takeovers.… These spaces have
served our communities longer than
you have and it is in our interest

that they continue to do
so.’

This year’s fishery areas for the commercial roe
herring fishery have finally been settled by a
precedent-setting court action, followed by
negotiations between commercial fishers and
First Nations. The three areas in dispute were
West Coast Vancouver Island, Haida Gwaii, and
the Central Coast. There a five herring fishery
areas on the coast.

Last December, the federal Minister of
Fisheries & Oceans Gail Shea decided that the roe
herring fishery in all five of BC’s coastal areas
should be opened this year. 

It would have been the first time West Coast
Vancouver Island, Haida Gwaii, and the Central
Coast were pened since 2006.

Two other coastal areas, the Strait of Georgia
and Prince Rupert, have already been open for the
roe fishery in recent years, including 2014.

Officials Advise Against
However, also last December, in an internal
document, Fisheries & Oceans officials had
recommended to the Minister that commercial
herring roe fishing in the three areas should
remain closed until 2015; leaving the first nations
‘spawn on kelp’ fishery (see BOX, opposite) as the
only catch. Staff cited the biological status of the
stocks, the ‘manageability’ of the fisheries, and
‘legal risk’ around Frst Nations rights recognition
as reasons. 

Importance of Herring
Historically, large herring harvests have been an
important part of the coastal economy, both for
commercial fishers and first nations. Herring are
are also a foundation species for the coast,
supporting the entire ecosystem.

An SFU archeological study of herring remains
on the BC coast, as far back as 10,700 years,
indicates massive abundance of stocks and
widespread spawning. However, continued
overfishing with little attention to the renewal of
the stock has led to inadequate stock levels, a 20-
30 year downward trend in spawning biomass,
and then the closure of the roe fishery.

Since 2006, the West Coast Vancouver Island,
Haida Gwaii, and Central Coast stocks have
shown signs of recovery, but forecasts indicate
that stocks still remain very close to Fisheries &
Oceans ‘cut-off’ level. 

A decision to open the roe fishery involves,

first, the adequacy of biomass, which must be
sufficient to provide roe for the renewal and
growth of BC’s coastal herring stocks. Secondly,
the division of the herring so as to provide for
adequate quantities for the ‘spawn on kelp’
commercial process, managed by First Nations.

First Nations Response
OnceMinister Shea had announced the opening

Herring roe fisheries disputes settled for this year
Patrick Brown

HERRING FISHERY, please turn to page 3

TWO FISHERIES
Roe Herring Fishery
The commercial harvest is carried out by large
commercial fishing vessels: netting large
quantities of herring, separating the males and
the females, and removing the roe from the
females, for sale. The remains of the females,
and the males, are sold for fish meal. The female
herring roe fetches a good price on Asian
markets. 
Spawn On Kelp Fishery 
In contrast, the sustainable ‘spawn on kelp’
harvest is carried out in sheltered waters by
submerging tree branches in the water so that
the herring will lay their eggs on the trees,
leaving the trees for a few weeks, and then
raising the trees and harvesting the eggs. It also
occurs on kelp and eel grass. The herring live to
spawn another year.

SOK is a traditional BC coastal First Nations
harvest for food, social, and ceremonial
purposes as well as a commercial fishery. 

The SOK fishery occurs in all of the major
stock assessment areas for Pacific Herring
except the Strait of Georgia, where there is a lack
of suitable kelp.



Recent focus  at the Legislature was ‘affordability’: the
cost of living for most people skyrocketed overnight
between March 31 and April 1.

In Question Period, we challenged the government over the
inflated increase in BC Hydro rates. They went up 9% on April
1st and will jump 28% in total over the coming few years. That
is because the BC Liberals have mismanaged the utility. It forced
BC Hydro into extremely expensive long-term agreements to
buy electricity from private power producers, and we are all
paying the cost.

And of course ferry fares went up again this week. This was
at the same time that new, reduced service schedules were
announced. While we were told that the increase would be ‘on
average’ 4%, in reality it is, for a passenger, a 5% hike. The
‘average’ 4% is for vehicles. This is on top of the 3.5% increase
back in January. So we are paying 8.5% more than we were
three months ago to use our highway. There is no question that
the combination of inflated fares and cuts in services will hurt
business and hurt families.

In Question Period we also raised clawbacks being made by
the Ministry of Social Development: if a single parent on income
assistance receives maintenance from his or her former spouse
that money is clawed back so that the family gets no more than
the amount allocated through income assistance. It is cruel and
punitive, and primarily hurting women and their children.

So much for the BC Liberal campaign slogans of building the
economy and families first—once again shown to be the lie they
always were.

I spent much of the week questioning the Minister of
Transportation about the budget. On ferries the questions
ranged from the fact that BC Ferries gets money from the
Province to cover the cost of seniors’ fares and yet has now
started to charge seniors, through to details about the
installation of slot machines on the vessels. I found it risible that
the Minister could admit to the fact that three of his ministry’s
staff worked on the minutae of service cuts and yet say he could
not get involved in slimming down BC Ferries bloated
management.

I also asked the Minister about a range of other
transportation issues. In the Premier’s second election last

year—when she ran in the by-election in Kelowna because she
was ousted from her seat in Point Grey—she mentioned the
possibility of another new bridge over Lake Okanagan. And
despite the Bennett Bridge opening there just five years ago,
$2m has been spent on preliminary work for another bridge.
And while the Ministry admits having no idea of the likely cost
for a bridge to replace the Massey Tunnel, work will still start
on it in time for the 2017 election.

And while I do like to commend environmental initiatives, I
found it hard to understand the Minister’s justification for
spending $89m on a demonstration project using hydrogen
fueled buses in Whistler. This ended on Monday, at the end of
the fiscal year, leaving the buses worth $2m each simply parked.

We debated a major piece of legislation this week, the long
awaited Water Sustainability Act. It was perhaps appropriate
that we were discussing it the same week that the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released its latest,
worrying, report. I spoke about the potential impacts of our
changing climate on water and the need for comprehensive
planning. I also raised a number of specific concerns about the
use of water for fracking, about water bottling, about
conservation, and about enforcement of the legislation.

And while we have not yet started to debate the bill which
will devastate the Agricultural Land Reserve, we tabled The
British Columbia Local Food Act. This is intended to encourage
government institutions, such as schools and hospitals, to buy
locally produced food. It would support farmers and sustain
farmland.

The Protected Areas Amendment Act passed this week and
I was able to confirm the plan to remove some of the land in Elk
Falls Provincial Park for the John Hart remediation and for the
City of Campbell River’s water supply. Other land is being put
into the Park to compensate.

It has been a week of ‘critic’ issues for me. In responding to
a non-partisan statement about motorbikes; I used the
opportunity to raise the fact that when the BC Liberals did
change legislation about motorcycle safety, they prohibited
riders from standing on pegs—although that is something many
riders do for both safety, to help them see in traffic and on long
rides to stretch their legs. 0

www.islandtides.com

Page 2, ISLAND TIDES, April 17, 2014

Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

16
WE

0439
1127
1856
2350

9.8
2.3
10.2
7.5

3.0
0.7
3.1
2.3

17
THU

0505
1205
1948

9.8
2.0
10.2

3.0
0.6
3.1

18
FR

0037
0534
1247
2244

7.9
9.8
1.6
10.5

2.4
3.0
0.5
3.2

19
SA

0134
0608
1334
2142

8.2
9.8
1.6
10.5

2.5
3.0
0.5
3.2

20
SU

0245
0649
1425
2240

8.5
9.5
2.0
10.5

2.6
2.9
0.6
3.2

21
MO

0413
0742
1522
2336

8.2
8.9
2.3
10.5

2.5
2.7
0.7
3.2

22
TU

0544
0857
1623

7.9
8.2
3.0

2.4
2.5
0.9

23
WE

0026
0652
1043
1730

10.5
7.2
7.9
3.6

3.2
2.2
2.4
1.1

24
TH

0110
0741
1236
1836

10.5
6.2
7.9
4.3

3.2
1.9
2.4
1.3

25
FR

0149
0822
1412
1938

10.5
5.2
8.2
4.9

3.2
1.6
2.5
1.5

26
SA

0223
0859
1529
2034

10.5
4.3
8.9
5.6

3.2
1.3
2.7
1.7

27
SU

0254
0936
1633
2128

10.5
3.3
9.5
6.6

3.2
1.0
2.9
2.0

28
MO

0324
1012
1729 
2220

10.2
2.6
9.8
6.9

3.1
0.8
3.0
2.1

29
TU

0354
1049
1821
2313

10.2
2.0
10.2
7.5

3.1
0.6
3.1
2.3

30
WE

0425
1126
1911

10.2
1.6
10.5

3.1
0.5
3.2

1
THU

0008
1127
1856
2350

7.9
2.3
10.2
7.5

3.0
0.7
3.1
2.3

FULL MOON: WEDNESDAY, May 14

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

Ross Walker 
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca 
www.islandmarine.caOn Time & On Budget

Tide Table Courtesy of

APRIL/MAY

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

Gary Holman, MLA  
Saanich North and the Islands 

If you need help with  
provincial programs and agencies,  

come and meet with my representative:

Galiano Island March 28 & Aug 29
Mayne Island April 25 & Sept 26
Saturna Island May 28 & Oct 29
Pender Island July 25 & Nov 28

For information and appointments:  
call 1-855-955-5711 or 250-655-5711  
or email gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

This ad costs 
1⁄ 2 a penny

per copy.

18,000 copies every edition

Call Christa: 250.216.2267

April is Earth Month, and April 22 is Earth Day. We
should really celebrate our small blue planet and all it
provides every day, but recent events give us particular

cause to reflect on our home and how we’re treating it.
Through an amazingly ordered combination of factors, this

spinning ball of earth, air, fire and water—with its hydrological,
carbon, nitrogen and rock cycles, biological diversity and ideal
distance from the sun—provides perfect conditions for human
life to flourish. But with our vast and rapidly increasing
numbers, breakneck technological advances, profligate use of
resources and lack of concern for where we dump our wastes,
we’re upsetting the balance.

We’re a relatively new species, but we’re altering the
geological properties of Earth to the extent that many scientists
refer to this epoch as the Anthropocene–from the Greek
anthroposmeaning ‘human’ and kainosmeaning ‘recent’.

When Malaysian Airlines Flight 370 disappeared on March
8, crews in planes and boats set out to search the Indian Ocean.
Debris sightings raised hopes that the crash site was located,
but they turned out to be endless streams of garbage that
humans have been dumping into the oceans for ages – plastic
bottles and bags, fishing gear, household wastes, cigarette butts,
detritus from shipping containers, even bits of space shuttle
rocket boosters.

We now have massive swirling garbage patches in our
oceans, and thousands of birds and fish from remote seas
turning up dead, their bellies full of plastic and flotsam.

We’re also upsetting the delicate carbon cycle of the planet
and its atmosphere, mostly through wasteful burning of fossil
fuels. This, in turn, is shifting other natural processes, including
the ways water circulates around the globe and climate and
weather are regulated.

For a disturbing illustration of the damage we’ve done and
how much more we’ll do unless we change our ways, we need
only look to the recent installment of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change’s Fifth Assessment Report. Findings
show we’re already experiencing the ever-increasing impacts of
global warming: ice caps and Arctic sea ice melting and
collapsing; more extreme weather-related events like droughts

and floods; dying corals; stressed water supplies; rising,
increasingly acidic oceans; and fish and other animals migrating
with some going extinct. Unless we act quickly, our food and
water supplies, critical infrastructure, security, health,
economies and communities will face ever-escalating risks,
leading to increased human displacement, migration and
violent conflict.

Some argue we must choose between ‘growing’ the economy
and protecting the planet. In response, the report states,
‘Throughout the 21st century, climate-change impacts are
projected to slow down economic growth, make poverty
reduction more difficult, further erode food security, and
prolong existing and create new poverty traps, the latter
particularly in urban areas and emerging hotspots of hunger.’

That’s if we do little or nothing—which is not a viable option.
We must reduce our individual impacts, but more importantly,
we must tell industry and governments at all levels that we’ll no
longer support the fouling of our planet and the madness of
putting short-term economic growth ahead of protecting
everything that keeps us alive and healthy.

We elect governments to act in our best interests, not to
promote polluting industries at the expense of human health
and long-term prosperity. One of our species' unique abilities
is foresight, the capacity to look ahead to avoid dangers and
exploit opportunity. It's time for our leaders to be visionary and
steer away from hazards while taking the enormous
opportunities offered by renewable energy sources. Taking hold
of these opportunities will take a radical change in the way we
produce and consume energy. Nothing short of an new
industrial revolution, this time for clean energy, conservation
and efficiency.

Meeting this challenge, through reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and adapting to changes we can no longer prevent,
will offer myriad side benefits, from better health and lower
health-care costs to greater economic opportunities through
cleaner and longer-lasting technologies.

Let’s celebrate Earth Day and Earth Month and let’s take
action to celebrate our Earth every day.0

Peter Christenson  •  250-858-9575
www.shorelinedesign.ca

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Fully insured

• Excellent
references

• Spe• Specializing in water

accaccess over steep 

& rugged 

terrain

Really celebrating Earth, every day
David Suzuki and Ian Hanington

North Island MLA Report - Claire Trevena



In early February, I made my way through the complex,
web- based, National Energy Board application to be an
intervener in the upcoming hearings on the proposed

massive expansion of Kinder Morgan pipeline and tanker traffic
to export unprocessed bitumen.

On April 3, the NEB announced those who would be allowed
to comment (write a letter) and those who would be allowed to
intervene (actively participate in the hearings).

One big change between now and when the Enbridge
Northern Gateway project went through the NEB hearing
process is the impact of the spring 2012 omnibus budget bill,
C-38. The repeal of the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Act—and its replacement , through C-38, with the bogus CEAA
2012—has stripped rights of public participation from
the framework of Canadian environmental law.

In its place, we have a narrowing of access
to review processes to those ‘directly
affected’. As well, we have a mandated
shortening of allowed review times. While
the Enbridge hearings took several years,
the Kinder Morgan process is limited to
fifteen months. The NEB recommendations
on Kinder Morgan must be submitted to the
federal Cabinet by July 2, 2015.

It would be the height of naiveté to think the NEB is likely to
say ‘no’ to any pipeline. It never has. On the other hand, it is a
critical opportunity to make the case that the project is ill-
conceived, reckless and that the case against it is based on solid
evidence.

Over 2,100 organizations and individuals applied to
participate. The results have been reported:  400 were approved
as interveners, 1,200 were approved as commenters, and 468
were rejected outright.

There was no rationale put forward. There was no
consistency as some residents, even neighbours who put
forward similar applications, found one approved and one
denied. 

Some environmental groups were rejected, such as
Dogwood Initiative, while others, such as Nature Canada, were
accepted.

The NEB press release said only ‘These persons did not
demonstrate to the Board’s satisfaction that they are either
directly affected by the project, or are in possession of relevant
information or expertise that will assist the Board in its
assessment.’

A further reading reveals some surprises. The term
‘intervener’ brings to mind citizens concerned about the
project—pro and con.  But out of 400 interveners only 225 are
individual citizens.  The list of interveners includes six federal
departments within the Government of Canada, the
Government of Alberta, three BC provincial departments, 24
municipal governments, as well as representatives from the US
government (the Environmental Protection Agency) and the
State of Washington.

Twenty-one environmental groups got the nod, but so too
did sixteen fossil-fuel based corporations. Enbridge will be an
intervener on Kinder Morgan’s application, as will Chevron,
Imperial-Exxon, Nexen (owned by CNOOC of the People’s
Republic of China), Statoil, (state-owned enterprise of the

government of Norway), and BP Canada, among
others.

I was one of those accepted. I applied as an
individual, but I based my application on
having ‘relevant information or expertise.’ I
defended my level of expertise and relevant
information by both my professional
background in environmental law and policy,
but also as the Member of Parliament for

Saanich-Gulf Islands. I wrote, ‘Geographically,
Saanich-Gulf Islands lies directly in the route of the

bitumen-loaded tankers that would service the proposed
projects. As such, my constituents are deeply concerned about
this project and expect me to represent their concerns in this
process.’

My colleagues in the House, NDP MPs Peter Julian and
Murray Rankin, were also accepted—as was BC MLA Andrew
Weaver. BCGreen Party Interim Leader Adam Olsen was
accepted as an individual with a First Nations focused area of
review. An impressive 60 First Nations applied and all were
accepted, including the four First Nations within Saanich-Gulf
Islands. First Nations issues will be dealt with in hearings
through the fall. The hearings will resume for all others in
January. 

As an intervener, I have been approved to deal with all 12
issues for discussion that the NEB will allow: potential
environmental and social effects of the project, cumulative
environmental effects, economic feasibility of the proposed
project, appropriateness of the general route and land
requirements of the proposed project, the potential
environmental and socio-economic effects of marine shipping

activities, impacts of the project on Aboriginal Interests,
contingency planning for spills, accidents and malfunctions and
the economic feasibility of the project. 

Disallowed from discussion will be the upstream impacts of
allowing expansion in the oil sands, as well as climate impacts. 

Between now and the time that I will present and act as an
intervener—which includes rights of cross-examination and
evidence—I would be very grateful for your help. I want to
represent as many constituents as possible. I am open to any
creative proposals. I hope to present evidence gleaned from the
enormously knowledgeable and engaged citizens of Vancouver
Island and the Gulf Islands. 

The risks to our communities from over 400 tankers a year,
loaded with bitumen mixed with diluents, must be exposed. We
need to engage as many like-minded allies as possible, including
the potential of the State of Washington and the US EPA raising
objections. We must never give up! Our waters, our coastline,
the marine environment and the species who depend upon
them are far too important. 0
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UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox, pick
it up at a yellow box or rack located from Victoria
to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support with a voluntary subscription of 
$30 (includes gst) or an amount of your choice. 

Voluntary Subscriptions help 
keep all this great news coming!

Your repeat subscriptions are making
a difference! Our especial thanks to 
readers who have renewed for 2014 

Please mail subscriptions to: 
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0

Or call 1.250.216.2267 with your VISA/MC

We have a fun opportunity for
voluntary
subscribers:
‘double your
sub’ to $60,
and ask for
your very own
Island Tides
T–shirt! (S, M,
L or X-L)

BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE!

YOU ARE PART OF THE GOOD NEWS

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Philimore Point
Improvement District have
applied to Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource
Operations (MFLNRO), West
Coast Region for a
License–Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
land located at Payne Bay,
Galiano Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #0289395.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 15th, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office in Nanaimo.

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Curtis and
Marsha Erickson have applied
to Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Specific Permission –
Residential Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
land located atSecret Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414194.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 10th, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office in Nanaimo

of the three fisheries, the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations group
initiated a Federal Court action, seeking an injunction opposing
the Minister’s decision covering the West Coast Vancouver
Island region. 

The Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council expressed the view that
no commercial roe herring fisheries should occur on the west
coast of Vancouver Island. They would only support food, social
and ceremonial harvest, and the spawn-on-kelp economic
harvest. 

The Minister, for her part, claimed that her decision was ‘a
legitimate fishery backed by solid fisheries science.’ 

In ruling in favour if the Nuu-chah-nulth and against DFO,
Federal Court Judge Leonard Mandamin prohibited DFO from
opening the herring roe fishery on the West Coast Vancouver
Island area. The minister’s decision was not science-based, he
said. He criticized DFO, accusing them of  ‘fudging the
numbers’. 

A previous decision from the Supreme Court of Canada had
confirmed the rights of the five Nuu-chah-nulth Nations
(Ahousaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, Hesquiaht,
Mowachaht/Muchalaht, and Tla-o-qui-aht) to a commercial
herring roe harvest. 

Knock On Effect
Following the Federal Court decision against Minister Shea, the
Haida Nation threatened similar court action and they
subsequently reached an agreement with representatives of the
commercial fishery to postpone any fishery for a year.

That left the Central Coast, where the Heiltsuk had indicated
clearly that, in the absence of any agreement, they would be
prepared to ‘do what is required in order to protect herring
stocks’.  

Some twenty commercial fishing boats tied up in
Shearwater, awaiting the opening. Over twenty RCMP officers,
in six boats, arrived at Denny Island, clearly anticipating trouble.
When five commercial vessels anchored in Kitasoo Bay, centre
of the Heiltsuk ‘spawn-on-kelp’ harvest, letters were delivered
to the boats by the Heiltsuk. Four left, with the fifth some time
later. 

DFO opened a fishery on the west side of Aristazabal Island,
allowingthe commercial fleet to harvest a good share of the 750
ton allowable quota. 

Commenting on the Heiltsulk acheivment, BC Green Party
Leader Adam Olsen said, ‘The Kitasoo Nation has stood firm in
defending their land and water, and we applaud the peaceful
resolution they have achieved.’. ‘Today marks an important
victory for First Nations rights, and for the ecological integrity
of our coast.’  0

Gearing up for the NEB Kinder Morgan pipeline hearings - Elizabeth May, MP

For ferries, February is the
cruelest month- Patrick Brown
February’s numbers for ferry passengers and vehicles are the
lowest of any month during the fiscal year. 

BC Ferry Services Inc’s  fiscal year runs from April to March.
To the end of February, for the three main routes traffic was
within 1% of last year. Most of the minor routes were as well. 

But February—ah, February—figures for some of the routes
serving the Gulf Islands were over 10% less than last year.

Each Island will have different reasons, but ferry traffic to
Hornby Island, to Gabriola, and on the Crofton-Vesuvius route
to Salt Spring, was down well over 10%. 

On Route Nº5–serving the Southern Gulf Islands, Route
Nº4–the Salt Spring route from Swartz Bay, Route
Nº21–Denman Island, and Nº25 from Alert Bay, traffic was
down about 10%.

Route Nº9 (Tsawwassen–Southern Gulf Islands) showed
traffic about 7% less than last year, as did the Bowen Island run
from Horseshoe Bay. 

And Routes Nº7 to Saltery Bay, Nº20 to Thetis and
Penelakut Islands, Nº24 to Cortes Island, Nº26 to Skidegate,
and Nº23 from Campbell River to Quathiaski Cove all showed
traffic loss of around 5% during the month. 0

‘I am open to
any creative proposals. I
hope to present evidence

gleaned from the enormously
knowledgeable and engaged

citizens of Vancouver
Island and the Gulf

Islands. ’



Rebutting David Clark
Dear Editor:
In the March 20 Island Tides, David Clark of Mayne Island
talked about the ‘green/tree-hugger/saint david suzuki/looney-
tunes environmental movement’. He talks as if he is the ‘realist’
and the environmentalists are the silly people. It is actually the
reverse. 

He states that environmentalists believe that ‘all industrial
developments are bad’. Not so. There is nothing bad about
expanding the wind turbine industry or the solar panel industry.
In the European Union (EU) in 2005, 230,000 were employed
in renewable energy. Just four years later, some 550,000 were
employed, and today, closer to 2,000,000. We have choices.
We can select industries that are beneficial or industries that are
harmful. Both produce jobs—contrary to oil industry
propaganda. 

The auto industry is rapidly responding to the change. Even
conventional vehicles are far more efficient now—not to say
hybrids and electrical cars. A few years back Toyota was the only
company making hybrids and the Chevrolet Volt was the only
electric car available. Now they are all making them.

With technological improvements, new houses are more
comfortable than ever, while using half the energy. Cities like
Vancouver are planning for more density along public
transportation corridors. As a result, many people are using
their cars less and some are giving them up.

There are hundreds of changes occurring right now. This is
the ‘reality’. Not the belief that we have to stick to the ‘old’ way
of doing things. However, with the Harper government
(financed and controlled by the oil industry) change is almost
impossible.  A progressive government would be like pulling up
an anchor, allowing us to get on with the changes necessary—
perhaps even encouraging us, perhaps even leading us. What a
blessing that would be!  

My father came from England in 1914. He used to talk about
the ‘Old Country’ as if it was some fossilized entity. Now it is
Canada that is fossilized—while Europe progresses rapidly into
the ‘new world’. It is they who are getting all the jobs in the new
technology and establishing the new markets. It is they who are
taking action to prevent global warming and the acidification of
the ocean - taking moral leadership.

There is a wonderful video on internet, showing the new
direction the world is taking.  It is by Amory Lovins, a scientist
who has been studying ‘energy’ for 30 years.  He is a brilliant
speaker - and entertaining.  Do look at this video: TEDxRainier,
Amory Lovins, Reinvent Fire.

Doug Carrick, Hornby Island

Food Bank Salmon
Dear Editor:
I am a teacher on Salt Spring Island and am currently serving
as Gulf Islands Teachers’ Association’s Local Association
President.  

Our union, along with almost thirty others have engaged in
a program called Protein for People. This program buys wild
salmon caught and canned in BC and sells it or gets groups to
purchase it for the food banks. Gulf Islands Teachers’
Association has recently purchased 35 flats of salmon for our
local food banks. 

We know that the real solution is not giving to food banks, it
is more about having sustainable jobs and economies. It’s so
important that we push for living wages. 

But we can’t ignore the big need for our food banks. As a
teacher, I’m ashamed that BC has the highest child poverty rate
amongst the provinces. It’s interesting to note that the biggest
growing demographic of people using food banks are two parent
families. Of course the food bank is also used by many other
neighbours:  seniors, unemployed, and single parent families.

Deborah Nostdal, Salt Spring Island

Key Tags Make A Difference
Dear Editor: 
I was born with a partial left hand and was enrolled in The War
Amps Child Amputee (CHAMP) Program when I was 6 months
old. Now 15, I have been a ‘Champ’ ever since. 

On a recent weekend, I had the opportunity to attend The
War Amps 2014 BC CHAMP Seminar in Victoria as a Junior
Counsellor.

Junior Counsellors are representatives of The War Amps
and role models for younger Champs as they too grow up in the
CHAMP Program. I was able to help out with the Seminar
during the many sessions and talk to the parents of new child
amputees.

As a younger Champ, I always looked up to the Junior
Counsellors, and I knew I wanted to be one as soon as I was old
enough. They helped teach me everything from tying my shoes
and putting up my hair to being proud of my amputation. This
year was my second year as a Junior Counsellor and I had so
much fun! Being a Junior Counsellor is a great way for me to
give back to CHAMP for the years of support they’ve given me.

Growing up with CHAMP has helped me overcome
obstacles, such as bullying, and helped me set the bar high by
providing devices that let me take part in my favourite activities.

As someone who has benefitted locally, I would like to thank
all of you who support The War Amps Key Tag Service, which
has made these programs possible for young amputees like me.

Nicole Byford, Cranbrook, 

Big Ships, Small Passages, Big Tides
Dear Editor:
Nathan Cullen, NDP MP representing the Skeena–Bulkley
Valley constituency, has been holding meetings at various places
in BC regarding the advisability of the Enbridge Northern
Gateway project.

It is doubtful that there are very many people that are not
aware of this proposed project, whether pro or con.

I attended his meeting in Duncan on March 22 and the huge
meeting hall was packed wall-to-wall with standing room only.
Mr Cullen’s presentation was very good however it became clear
near the end of the meeting that there was a large number of
people that were not familiar with the many natural
environmental problems of BC’s north coast area. 

The north coast of BC commences north of Port Hardy and
continues to the Alaska panhandle. I worked for the BC Forest
Service stationed in Prince Rupert from 1952 until 1957 and my
job took me to almost every part of this vast Spirit Bear area. 

The first problem with loading oil in Kitimat will be the
navigation of T1 supertankers in the area, with the incredible
tides and weather that ships will face. First let’s take the tides. I
have seen a 24-foot rise in the tidal water in the Prince Rupert
Harbour. During these very large tidal conditions the water runs
through the channels adjacent to Kitimat like a river. 

If one then looks at the size of the new T1 supertankers as
well as the area of channels after leaving Kitimat it becomes
clear that choosing Kitimat as a loading facility is almost lunacy.
Second let’s take a look at the T1 supertankers. There are
presently 4 of these tankers and China is building 4 more. They
are 1,250 feet long, 223 feet wide and when fully loaded with
3,166,000 thousand barrels of oil they are over 80-feet deep in
the water. 
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LETTERS, please turn to facing page

When A Cemetery Is Not A Cemetery. 
Dear Editor:
I would like to thank my MLA Gary Holman for his question to
Minister Steve Thomson on April 7 about Grace Islet on Salt
Spring Island.

The Islet is a Coast Salish cemetery. The site is not
accidentally a burial site; it is the equivalent to the Ross Bay
Cemetery. Despite its status being known for a long time, it was
zoned and permitted for residential development.

Mr Holman asked Minister Thomson if he would protect the
Islet. Thomson responded, ‘All of that process was undertaken
and reviewed, and the development and the process is
consistent with the application of the archaeological and the
Heritage Conservation Act.’

Then, MLA Holman asked Minister Thomson if he would
halt development? Thomson responded, ‘We have followed the
process. The permits were reviewed by the archaeological
branch. Permits were issued to allow development to proceed,
but they were issued in a way that ensured the protection of the
First Nations heritage resources on that site.’

You can’t protect the ‘First Nations heritage resources’ by
building a house on top of them. Minister Thomson defends a
‘process’ that is offensive and seriously flawed. This property has
no business being zoned for residential. 

Minister Thomson, please use your power to make this
situation right. Please protect First Nations burial sites as
cemeteries and undertake a review of regulations to protect
other similar sites. 

Adam Olsen, Saanich

Not For Whose Profit?
Dear Editor:
So how much profit will the ‘non-profit’ Multi Materials BC
make? We’re all interested because our non-liberal BC
government just gave the store away. Looks like a lot of profit
for a bunch of non-recycling Ontario businessmen who see
money in moving waste around.

Oh! Is that another hand in my pocket?
Saturna Recycling has had a first offer of $ 2,600 a year to

pay our rent, hydro & insurance. That’s for the whole year.
We all volunteer for free, that way MMBC can make more

‘non-profit’. Makes me feel all warm and fuzzy towards them.
Maybe not.

Graeme Bregani, Saturna Island

Far from being mightily irradiated, BCers are having to
cope with not-so-smart meters, or rather the lack of
electronic infrastructure to make them smart. It appears

that the sacking of meter readers was a bit too quick. For
whatever reason many people’s meters are just sitting on the
wall as dumb as ever and now no-one is reading them. 

Electricity users are getting estimated bills ad infinitum
(which don’t actually state that they are estimates). It’s really
anybody’s guess what you ought to be paying, unless you go
round the back and read-yer-own. It’s then good for the math-
brain to compare it with what a human-mindless system
guesses you ought to owe. 

For those who have recently installed energy saving devices,
like heat pumps and solar panels, it takes all the joy out of
comparisons.

BC Hydro is sending snailmail letters to explain to some
people that they are not getting their meters read by anyone or
anything. This is somewhat surprising, since the bills can be
sent to people by email and you can view BCHydro’s best guess
at what you owe them online. 

Years ago, I used to get a few estimated bills (once again the
bills never stated they were estimates) and then the meter-
reader would come by. To save time, he used to read mine

through a hole the neighbour’s fence (things got a whole lot
easier when the fence fell down). When electricity was cheap
those estimated bills were not too much of a problem. Though
the highest bill I ever got (twice as high as any winter bill) was
one August, when the actual reading caught up with me!

These days with almost no meter readers it could be decades
before your meter is read, unless BCHydro sorts out its smart
infrastructure muddle soon. Will people get enormous bills or
giant rebates? Which century are we in?

A good questions to ask is why were billions of dollars spent
on the early installation of new meters if they couldn’t be smart?
Not only are those folks who didn’t want one browned-off but
those who were interested in a smart grid (with the possiblity
of—heavens-to-betsy—feed-in) are equally frustrated. 

Threatening to charge anyone for meter-reading in these
circumstance is beyond ludicrous. BCHydro should apologize
all round and get on with it.

The number to call to enquire about your particular muddle
is 1-800-224-9376. You’ll probably get stuck in a phone tree but
jamming the lines may get BCHydro’s attention. What’s might
help is to email a dated phone-photo of you reading. 

Perhaps CEO Charles Reid?                              —Christa G-W



To give readers a visual comparison of this size let’s stand
one of these tankers on it’s back end along side the Empire State
Building. One will find that the tanker is 11-feet and 9-inches
taller than the Empire State Building.

If one of these tankers hits a jagged rock or reef and
commences leaking oil on an one of the large incoming tides it
will not matter how modern the cleanup equipment is because
the fast flowing tidal water will carry that oil from the mouth of
the Skeena river all the way south to Bella Bella in a matter of
hours and long before any cleanup equipment can be mobilized.
Enbridge has admitted there will be a 9–14% chance of an
oilspill. Any chance of an oilspill is, in my humble opinion, out
of the question. 

Also to this keep in mind is that China will be the customer
for this oil. When one considers that China has at least 3 of these
T1 supertankers and placing orders for at least 4 more among
which it is rumoured the length will increase to 1,500-feet, there
is another problem looming on the horizon. That problem will
undoubtedly be China insisting on the oil being delivered F.O.B.
the ship alongside the dock in Kitimat. 

If and when this happens the ownership of the oil transfers
to China and Enbridge will be off the hook for any maritime
clean-up if a spill occurs. If any reader believes that China will
clean up any of it’s spilled oil I am offering that person a toll
bridge which will make him/her rich collecting tolls very easily.

D.A.(Don) Harrison, Ladysmith

Time For A Ferry Economic Boycott
Dear Editor:
Is it time to have a partial boycott of BC Ferries? This question
gets asked as the discussion with the BCLiberal government
regarding the cuts in service and the raising of fares has drawn
a silent reply. 

The question gets asked because a rally on the steps of the
BC Legislature has drawn silence from the Liberal government. 

This question gets asked because the BC Ferries are the toll
road between the Gulf Islands, Vancouver Island, and the
mainland. 

This question gets asked because the BC government
operates the inland lake ferry service without tolls (fares). This
question gets asked because it is time for BC Ferry Services Inc
to experience the pain and income loss as the tourist industry
of the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island feel the same pain.

This question gets asked because the Liberal government is
endangering the economic viability of the Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island. This question gets asked as families are
prohibited from seeing each other because the Liberal
government has raised the BC Ferry fares to un-affordable
levels.

A limited boycott of the BC Ferry Corporation and its
ancillary side businesses is the best, maybe only, effective
weapon that we have. The most shy among us can participate
equally with the most radical. It is a weapon that each individual
can wield anonymously without confrontation. Collectively,
these individual actions will combine to produce a result that
can’t be ignored.

What would an economic boycott look like?
On-board ferry concessions are totally boycotted. Simply,

when going to/from the mainland, bring your own food and
drink. Don’t use the store or on-board massage services. Stay
away from the upscale first-class lounge.

Ferry concessions in Swartz Bay, Tsawwassen, and Nanaimo
also would be boycotted. The concessions pay large fees to BC
Ferries that are tied to our purchases. When we bring our own
food/beverage and reading materials, the concessionaires will
recognize the power of our protests, and might become our
strongest allies in the demand for change.

One day a week (how about Wednesday) the ferries aren’t
used unless it is unavoidable for work, school, or medical
appointments (those are necessary trips.) Go to the mainland
or Vancouve Island on a day other than Wednesday, if at all
possible. Running mostly empty ferries would bring quick
attention.

When you use the ferry, bundle your errands. Again, the
lower ridership will get their attention, and demonstrate with
emphasis that the cost of a ticket is totally unfair.

Right now, they have put the brakes on our transportation
system; a key component of our economy and lives. We want
the BC ferries to add to our economic engine full speed ahead.
We need more service and more reasonable fares. An economic
boycott like this will get the government’s attention

Join the BC Ferry Wedsnesday and Concessions Boycott—
the boycott starts today.

Stan Derelian, Curt Firestone, Salt Spring Island 

Political Newspeak
Dear Editor:
‘Today’s BCLiberals’ may have taken a little inspiration during
last year’s election campaign from former Canadian Prime
Minister Kim Campbell when she bluntly stated in 1993 that ‘an
election is no time to discuss serious issues.’

It’s why British Columbians could be forgiven for thinking
that they missed something during the campaign after seeing

some of the legislation introduced during the current session of
the BC Legislature.

Heck, in some cases, ‘Today’s BCLiberals’ didn’t even
communicate some of their plans through a Monty Python
‘Know what I mean? Nudge, nudge. Say no more’ sketch.

And if they were forced up
against a wall in the campaign
and had no choice but to stake
out a position, many of those
lofty words run directly counter
to what they’re now doing firmly
ensconced back in office.

Here’s what ‘Today’s
BCLiberals’ told Metro
Vancouver last year about the
Agricultural Land Reserve: ‘In
2011, we reaffirmed our
commitment to the ALR with
amendments to the ALC Act and
$1.6 million in additional one-
time funding in order to
strengthen compliance and
enforcement and provide
additional resources.’ Nothing
there about creating a two-tier
land reserve.

Trawling for votes in BC’s
coastal communities, this is
what ‘Today’s BCLiberals’ had to
say about BC Ferries: ‘...we need
to do more to ensure coastal
communities have access to a
high quality ferry service that
affordably meets the needs of the
travelling public.’

Not a hint about service cuts,
scrapping free senior travel or
putting a glorified tugboat on the
Discovery Coast ferry route for
the nine-hour trip to Bella Coola.

Even this February’s Speech
from the Throne opted for
boredom over setting out the
government’s agenda.

In the eight, four-day weeks
that the BC legislature has sat so far this year, the government
has tabled 26 pieces of legislation, most of them not having
garnered a single syllable in that February speech.

One bill would create that two-tiered Agricultural Land
Reserve. Another bill allows research in BC parks, for what and
by whom is still a mystery.

Another piece of legislation will freeze the status of 17
provincial ridings ostensibly because of their rural nature, but
in a bizarre twist the two ridings that make up Prince George
and the two that make up Kamloops suddenly became vast,
remote ridings and are thrown in as well.

The Local Elections Campaign Financing Act fails to tackle
the principal recommendation from the 2010 Local
Government Elections Task Force: campaign spending limits.
After one white paper, one discussion paper and four years of
procrastination the government tables two bills on local
elections in one day with a total of 101 sections in one, 213
sections in the other and the campaign spending elephant is still
in the room.

And all of these bills—despite their significance to the
province’s future—are being debated and passed in a matter of
hours. Eleven have passed third reading.

It’s not a stretch to imagine that there was more debate
among MLAs on the fallout over Speaker Linda Reid’s $733
muffin and snack rack than there was over the Park
Amendment Act.

Which leads to the obvious question: why the rush?
The Agricultural Land Reserve has existed for more than 40

years. If the government’s plans for a two-tier land reserve are
as innocuous as their talking points make them out to be, a few
months of consultation won’t upset the apple cart.

The Minister responsible, Bill Bennett, has already
apologized for the lack of it, saying: ‘I know that we could have

done a better job of consultations and I take my
mea culpa.’

That’s nice, but why not fix it with an all-
party committee of the legislature and public
consultations across BC with the goal of going
to second and third reading in the fall session
of the legislature?

At the end of the day, no one expects that an
election campaign can touch on every issue, but
when it does and the party that wins completely
reverses course, voters might feel like they were
taken for fools.

But then maybe it is the fault of BC voters
for not fully appreciating that the BCLiberals
might have been quite literal when they used
the term ‘Today’s BCLiberals’ throughout the
last campaign.

Dermod Travis, Victoria

Too Late For Dirty Coal Port
The following letter was sent to MLA for
Parksville-Qualicum, Michelle Stilwell.

Dear MLA Stilwell:
Please help bring your caucus to it’s senses!

At this point in time a dirty coal port? Coal
was the first of the devastations we heard about
when we were children 60-years ago.

The miners and the folk who lived in the
areas around the coal dust all found out the
hard way. Somehow it is never the rich who
suffer these devastations of ignorance. They sit
around, rake in the profits and claim ignorance
and no accountability. The times are a
changing, because of the huge gap in income
your party has aided and abetted, there are now
millions and millions more underprivileged
and very few privileged. Unless your party
comes to its senses all hell will break loose, to
the detriment of all our grandchildren.

Please look to the industries which are
topping our provincial income generators, they are already
doing it and if they had some of the assistance you were
showering on our resource extraction industries they could, in
all likelihood, perform even better. We need long term
sustainable jobs, not environmental degradation and pie in the
sky income generators for the rich.

Please build for the future of our province, not for sunset
industries and proven voracious capital markets…. ‘Trickle
down’ are you too young to remember that cynical phrase from
the seventies? Nothing seeps through our natural greed; it all
gets sucked upward, at least that has been proved in the last 40
years. During which time I have personally witnessed it gets
slowly and steadily worse for lower income, working families.

It is far past time to learn our lesson.
Laurence Fisher, Lasqueti Island

Cry Me An Ocean—Or The Truth
Behind The Selfish Industry!

Dear Editor:
Yes, selfish not shellfish, owing to the mindset running rampant
in the aquaculture industry that the government, (ie: us hard
working taxpayers) owes them and needs to constantly support
them financially. Recently, there have been numerous media
reports about acidification devastating the local scallop farm.
I’m sure we are all sympathetic that jobs are lost due to our use
of fossil fuels, but the industry must accept some of the
responsibility. Boats and small engine emissions are not

Readers’ Letters
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

Serving The Gulf Islands & BC since 1988
info@watertiger.net  TF: 1-855-777-1220
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Voluntary Subs Make All The Difference!  Have You Sent In Yours?

Tory Ecology
At first I thought I’d compliment
The Minister of Environment;
Her ‘Plans and Priorities’ report— 
It says an awful lot, I thought;
Those estimates for future; how
They all compare with what’s spent now.

Clean Air, and Water, Wildlife Range
Controlled Pollution, Climate Change—
Such programs mentioned will ensure
A Safe Environment as before.
With seventeen Statutes on her plate
This Minister has a big mandate.

But co-relate the money spent
With future budget balancement— 
You’ll find this huge anomaly
Which nobody could fail to see—
The cuts we had in former years
Will be extended, it appears.

Now Water Management is seen
With funding twenty million lean.
And Wildlife Habitat Protection
Just takes a 15% correction.
Pollution Control Development
Is cut by forty-two per cent.

So though the Minister affirms
New projects for the coming terms, 
With 28.6 % funding in arrears
It’s plain she’s giving us the gears.
Why do those Tories still contrive
To add two twos and make it five ?

—H.Barry Cotton
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Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384    www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

Greenhouse Gardening Starts Here!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability. 

Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits. 
See our website for details. 

+ =

www.islandtides.com

Photo: Nicole Cournoyer

Spring Leaves children (Pender’s collaborative home learning program) made prayer flags for a big Earth Day celebration at the community hall (see details in ‘What’s On?’, page 12). Tucked
away at the centre back are Amanda Griesbach, who inspired the project, and Pender School liaison teacher Lauren Everall. 

Hiking The Camino - Paul LeBlond
Judith and Jurgen Engelhardt, the Gulf Islands’ ‘Tinkerers’, have been hiking every fall on the
Camino de Compostela for more than a decade.  The Galiano Trails Society invited them to come
to Galiano Island on March 27 to share with us some of their adventures on the ‘Way of Saint
James’.

We (about thirty people) met after lunch in the committee room, at the Galiano Library. First,
Jurgen and Judith pinned up a large map of western Europe showing the extensive network of
trails converging like the root system of a giant tree towards Santiago, in northwestern Spain.
Legend has it that the body of James the Elder (Sant Iago), one of Christ’s twelve disciples, was
carried by angels to northern Spain, where it served as a rallying point in the struggle against the
Moors. The town of Santiago grew around the grave and by the ninth century had become a
favorite pilgrimage destination for European Christians. 

Today, pilgrims and tourists continue to travel along the many branches of  the Way of Saint
James to the city of Santiago, now recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Our friends
the Engelhardts took us along their trek from Germany, through the mountains of Switzerland,
the vineyards of southern France and the hills of Galicia. They walk 20-30 km each day and camp
in churchyards, stay in hostels, abbeys and shelters, and look the very picture of happy and healthy
campers. Along the way, they meet friendly farmers, grocers, and artisans; they share the road
with fellow pilgrims from all over the world as well as the occasional flock of sheep. 

Their advice: go in the fall, there are fewer tourists, it’s not so hot and the weather is more
reliable. There are many outfits advertising tours on the web. There is even a Canadian Company
of Pilgrims, which recently held its annual meeting in Victoria (wendy@santiago.ca for info). 

Judith and Jurgen’s lively presentation excited everyone’s wanderlust and clearly showed that
it’s not just the trail that matters, but your fellow travelers and the people  and amenities you
meet along the way. This is good to remember, and a very strong asset on the southern islands
as they engage in the fledglng Experience The Gulf Islands project, wishing to attract geotourists
to walk and explore the islands in the Salish Sea.  0

Photo: Jürgen Engelhardt

Judith joins the ‘pilgrims’ on the trail.

Voluntary Subs Make All The Difference 
Have You Sent In Yours?

An opinion research study released last fall
shows the public thinks differently from
government when it comes to tax policy. It
finds most British Columbians—regardless of
how they would vote in a provincial election—
are in favour of changes to BC’s tax system to
ensure everyone pays a fair share and to enable
new or enhanced public services.

A report titled Beyond the 1%: What British
Columbians Think About Taxes, Inequality
And Public Services results from an extensive
online survey of 1,023 BC residents, conducted
in July 2012 by Environics Research, and nine
group interviews conducted in Metro
Vancouver, Nanaimo and Kamloops. Among
the key findings:

• British Columbians support tax increases
for major corporations and people with high
incomes.

• 67% of respondents think major
corporations are asked to pay less tax than they
should, and 44% say much less than they
should.

• 78% of respondents say people in the top
20% of incomes are asked to pay less tax than
they should, and 63% say much less than they
should.

• 57% said those making $100,000 and
over should pay more, and nearly 1/3 believed
the threshold for tax increases should be
$85,000.

When asked how they feel about their own
level of taxation, most British Columbians
(71%) indicate they pay too much tax.
However, the respondents were also asked if
they would consider paying a slightly higher

share of their income to provincial income tax
(for most people representing a few hundred
dollars per year) in order to help bring about
11 different policy changes. The changes
included items such as: ‘provide more access
to home and community care for seniors’,
‘create a $10/day child care program’, ‘protect
BC’s forests and endangered species’, and
‘eliminate MSPpremiums’.

68% of respondents indicated they are
willing to pay a higher share of their own
income in order to support four or more of the
11 policies, and 38% are willing to pay for eight
or more.

Respondents’ overall willingness to pay
slightly higher income tax for the policies
varied depending on which political party they
would support in a provincial election—but
only slightly. (On average, Liberal voters were
willing to pay for 5.4 of 11 policies, Conservative
voters for 5.5, NDP voters for 6.5, and Green
voters for 6.8.)

Younger generations (respondents aged 18-
29 and 30-44) are significantly more likely to
be willing to pay than their older counterparts.

Low trust in government and politicians
curbs people’s willingness to consider tax
increases, but there are steps governments can
take to regain the public’s confidence—among
them, making government more open and
transparent (83% say this would increase their
confidence), creating more opportunities for
citizens to have a say (76%), reducing the
income gap between the wealthy and others
(74%), and making public services more

What BCers really think about taxes
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

TAXES, please turn to facing page
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Local birders are thrilled to announce the return of
Western Bluebirds to Vancouver Island, marking a
promising start to the third year of a multi-partner

initiative to restore a breeding population of Western Bluebirds
to the Georgia Basin.

Before the project began in 2012, the once-common Western

Bluebird had not been known to nest successfully in this region
since 1995, and they were considered extirpated (locally extinct).
The birds are Red-listed in BC.

Last week, a pair of Western Bluebirds was seen in
Metchosin.

‘I was absolutely delighted to see this pair,’ says John
Costello, a board member with the Rocky Point Bird
Observatory, who spotted them perched on a fenceline hunting
for ground-dwelling insects. ‘We knew that the bluebirds have
already begun returning to the Cowichan Valley from winter
migration, and that seven birds have been seen checking out
nestboxes up there. But we never expected to spot Western

Bluebirds in Metchosin!’
A male Western Bluebird was also observed in Nanaimo. His

coloured legbands identified him as a bird born in the Cowichan
Valley in 2013.

In 2013, five pairs of Western Bluebirds had successful nests
in the Cowichan Valley, raising a total of 31 juveniles. Three of
these adults and four of their young have already returned to
their breeding territories this year. These birds are a critical
foundation for rebuilding a local bluebird population.

‘We knew that it was technically possible to bring back
Western Bluebirds, from working with our partners who
successfully restored bluebirds to San Juan Island a few years
ago,’ says Kathryn Martell, project coordinator with the Garry
Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team. ‘But to have these birds return
this year, and for the juveniles to be coming back and nesting
as well, this really is proof that together, we can restore a lost
piece of our rare ecosystems.’

In the second week of April, three new pairs of Western
Bluebirds were released in the Cowichan Valley. The birds were
brought up from a stable population in southern Washington
and spent a few weeks acclimatizing in temporary aviaries. It is
hoped they will find nesting sites in the valley to raise the next
generation of Vancouver Island-born Western Bluebirds.

Bluebird Facts
Western Bluebirds were once common on Vancouver Island
and the southern Gulf Islands, but their population began to

Bluebirds are back on Vancouver Island!

MINI-ADS!
1-250-216-2267

decline sharply in the 1950s, largely due to habitat loss.
• Competition for nest cavities with the invasive, introduced

European Starling and English House Sparrow was another
major factor in the disappearance of Western Bluebirds, and the
decline of other native cavity-nesting birds.

• Western Bluebirds are one of more than 100 species-at-risk
in Garry Oak and associated ecosystems.

• Bring Back the Bluebirds tackles the problem of restoring
Western Bluebirds from several angles: mounting nestboxes in
suitable habitat throughout the region, to replace missing nest
cavities; working with landowners and local governments to
restore and protect remaining Garry Oak ecosystems; and
releasing bluebirds from a healthy population into the Cowichan
Valley, to kick-start a stable local population.

Residents throughout Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
are asked to watch for bluebirds and report sightings
immediately to bluebird@goert.ca or 250-383-3427. It is helpful
to take a photo and make note of the four coloured leg bands
that the birds may be wearing (two on each leg). Identification
tips and how to support the project can be found on the project
website at www.goert.ca/bluebird.

The Bring Back the Bluebirds project is led by the Garry Oak
Ecosystems Recovery Team, in partnership with Ecostudies
Institute, Cowichan Valley Naturalists’ Society, Nature
Conservancy of Canada, and the Province of BC. 

Funders for Year Three include: the Baillie Fund, EcoAction,
Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation, North American
Bluebird Society, TD Friends of the Environment, Parks Canada
Agency, Public Conservation Assistance Fund, Vancouver
Foundation, and private donors. 0

Photo: Julia Daly
Bluebird pair in Cowichan (nest with eggs inset). 

Photo: Bill Penell
Bluebird nestling— a bad hair day?

Photo: Bill Penell
Nestling banding

accessible to everyone (75%).
‘We’ve had this idea that tax increases are a no-go zone in

BC,’ says Shannon Daub, director of communication with the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ BC Office, who led the
study. ‘But public opinion is shifting, and if anything our political
leaders are behind the curve. Not only do most British
Columbians want to see tax increases at the higher end of the
income ladder, they are prepared to pitch in themselves—if they
know the money will support concrete changes, and if we do tax

policy in a transparent way.’
‘Taxes can be a contentious issue, as we well know in BC,’

says Randy Galawan, who co-led the study. ‘But our research
shows that we’re ready for a thoughtful, democratic
conversation about how to make the tax system more fair and
improve our quality of life.’
‘Beyond the 1%: What British Columbians Think About Taxes,
Inequality And Public Services’ is available online at
www.policyalternatives.ca/bc-tax-opinion.0

TAXES from previous page
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Introducing the Preliminary Design for the St. Mary DAF Plant
By Ron Stepaniuk, District Manager North Salt Spring Waterworks District

In 2013 the North Salt Spring  
Water District Board of Trustees 
commissioned Kerr Wood Leidal  
Consulting Engineers to prepare  
the preliminary design for a  
Dissolved Air Floatation (DAF)  
Water Treatment Plant at St. Mary  
Lake. The preliminary design is  
now complete.

As shown in the illustrations,  
the new treatment facility will  
consist of two structures: a  
primary building, and a  
“wet-well” housing the raw  
water pumps and intake pipes  
situated near the shoreline.  
The main �oor of the primary  
building will house two (2) DAF  
Units and all the ancillary  
equipment such as pumps,  
pipes and electrical equipment.  
A small o�ce, lab and bathroom will be 
located on the upper �oor. The �nished 
water will be stored in a clearwell under the 
building and pumped to the distribution 
system.  Process waste will be stored in tanks 
for recycling or disposal.

The building will be constructed of 
poured-in-place concrete and have a 
footprint of approximately 2,500 square feet. 

The exterior will be clad with hardie-board 
siding and have windows so the building will 
somewhat resemble a residential home. Site 
landscaping will be suitable to re-establish 

any disrupted soil and trees to provide shade 
and generally beautify the facilities. The 
new facility will be located on the site of the 
current St. Mary Treatment Plant.



www.islandtides.com

Frequently Asked Questions

Q.  Is the Detailed Design done yet?
A. No. The Preliminary Design is complete. 
The Detailed Design is expected to cost 
between $800K and $1 million and take about 
8 months to complete. Therefore, it will not 
be commissioned until Borrowing Bylaw 264 
is approved. We are having a Scope of Work 
prepared for the Detailed Design as we move 
through the approval process in order to be 
ready to proceed upon approval. There is no 
cost for the Scope of Work.

Q.  What will be the cost of the water 
treatment plant project?
A. The preliminary design estimates for the 
cost of construction are $10-11 million dollars, 
including commissioning. 

Q.  Will you use the current reserve funds 
to help pay for the project?
A. Yes. We expect to use at least $500k 
towards the cost of the Detail Design. We 
will try to use our current reserves as much 
as possible to o�set borrowing costs, while 
still retaining a prudent amount in reserve for 
emergencies and other capital projects.

Q.  Who is going to build the plant?
A. A number of select contractors with 
experience building water treatment plants 
will be invited to bid on the contract. The 
successful bidder will act as the Prime 
Contractor and sub-contract out specialised 
segments of the construction.

Q.  How much are our rates going to 
increase per customer?
A. We do not plan to raise our water toll or 
parcel tax rates to cover the cost of borrowing. 
Instead we will implement a �xed surcharge. 
As the interest rate cannot be �xed until 
the time of borrowing, which we expect to 
be January 2, 2015, we are working with a 
number between $350-$400 annually per 
customer/ratepayer. Money raised through 
our upcoming donor campaign will lower the 
amount we need to borrow, thus lowering 
the surcharge. Tolls and parcel tax revenue 
will continue to cover normal operating costs 
and other infrastructure/capital costs. Toll 
and Parcel Tax rates will be determined each 
year, as they are now, in order to cover annual 
operating costs.

Q.  Why won’t the Provincial government 
help with grant money like some other 
districts on the island?
A. The Provincial Governments’ policy is that  
to be eligible for a grant, NSSWD would have to 
convert to a service area of the Capital Regional 
District or the island would need to incorporate 
as a Municipal Government. We are continuing 
to lobby the government for �nancial assistance 
or an exemption from this policy.

Please visit our website at  
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca 
 for more information about the District  

and this project.

Ratepayers Are Invited to View the Plans
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the District’s ratepayers will be held on 

Tuesday, April 15th from 7-9 pm at the  
Community Gospel Chapel on Vesuvius Bay Road. 

From 5:00 -7:00 p.m., before the AGM, ratepayers are invited to an Open House  
to view the plans up close and speak with Trustees, sta�  

and a representative from the engineering design �rm, Kerr Wood Leidal. 

A short presentation on the design will take place  
at the Open House beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

Come early, view the plans, watch the presentation and ask questions,  
and register to vote in the Trustee election at the AGM.

ISLAND TIDES, April 17, 2014 Page 9
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BULLETIN BOARD

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo 
Consulting

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

NEXT DEADLINE April 23 • 250.216.2267
islandtides@islandtides.com

BOXED ADS - Start at 1-1/2 inches 
B&W: $24.50/in+gst • COLOUR: $32/in+gst  

WORD ADS $18 (25 words), additional words 27¢ each 

• WATERWELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 
49 Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport

Seniors’ Specials 
Long & Short Term

Car Rentals

gsaautorentals.com
1.800.809.0788

Mention ad for discount!

FIREWOOD
F O R  S A L E

2-4 Cord Loads
Call Ian for pricing

250-539-5463

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

FOR SALE

Serving Victoria & 
Southern Gulf Islands

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Pender. Whirlpool washing
machine 5 years old/front loader.
Good working order. Uses 1/3 less
water. $275. 250-629-3999

Land Partner required to grow
food, nurture Nature. Multiple
options available to help steward
10 acres of paradise on Quadra
Island. Helene Lepage
250.285.3779

LAND SHARE

All Types of Residential 
& Commercial

VINCE SMYTHE
250-213-6316

Quality Workmanship
Reliable Service
Free Estimates

info@smytheroofing.com

Bill C-18, the Agricultural Growth Act,
which was debated for the first time on
Monday, will actually restrict Canadian

farmers’ ability to grow crops, says the Green
Party of Canada.

By forcing a stricter regime of intellectual
property into the growing process in the form
of Plant Breeders’ Rights, this bill will restrict
the ability of farmers to engage in the age-old
practices of saving, storing, cleaning, and
treating their own seed, says the party.

‘At a time when farmers are struggling,
what this bill gives with the right hand is only
a small piece of what it takes away with the left.
It installs a very limited farmer’s privilege to
store one year’s worth of seed only after taking
away the currently implicit farmers’ privilege
to store as much seed as they see fit,’ explained
Elizabeth May, Leader of the Green Party of
Canada and Member of Parliament for
Saanich–Gulf Islands.

She continued, ‘In place of farmers’ rights

to clean, store, and treat their own seed in the
way they know works best for their land, this
bill trades away these rights in favor of yet new
rights for some of the world’s most profitable
corporations.’

‘Once the seed companies can control the
seed supply by charging royalties they will then
have less incentives to invest in new research.
Rather than enticing the farmers to buy new
and better varieties, the seed companies will
be able to extract their profit from farmer’s
pocket every year with no new investment,’
added Kate Storey, Green Party Critic on
Agriculture.

‘Rather than further tipping the scales in
favor of agribusiness, a genuine ‘Agricultural
Growth Act’ should grow our agricultural system
by giving farmers the support and tools they need
to grow, ensuring a vibrant agricultural sector
and healthy, sustainable, affordable food for
Canadians, she concluded.’ 0

New seed bill not good for farming

Greens congratulate parties on reaching last-minute Experimental Lakes Area deal

Anew deal for the Experimental Lakes Area was reached
shortly after the March 31 expiration of a temporary
agreement. It enabled the International Institute for

Sustainable Development (IISD)to fully take over the operation
of the facility, which had been slated for closure through federal
government funding cuts.

Since 1968, Experimental Lakes Area (ELA) scientists have
conducted vital research into human impacts on freshwater
ecosystems. The facility, located near Kenora, Ontario, lost all
federal funding in the 2012 omnibus budget. It has been
operating under a temporary agreement between the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), the federal Department
of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), and the Winnipeg-based IISD.

‘I am glad to see the parties come together to save the crown
jewel of Canada's freshwater research efforts,’ said Bruce Hyer,
Green MP for Thunder Bay-Superior North and a long-time
defender of the ELA. ‘While it is unfortunate that the federal

government is choosing to get out of basic science, it is a real
relief to Greens, concerned scientists, and millions of Canadians
who depend on crucial ELA research for their health, safety, and
livelihoods that this won’t end up killing the work done at the
ELA. I'd like to thank Ontario's Minister of Natural Resources,
David Orazietti, past Minister Michael Gravelle as well as the
IISD and federal Fisheries and Oceans Minister Gail Shea for
their work in coming to an agreement.’

ELA research has led to a number of critically important
discoveries in the study of water pollutants and wastewater
treatment, such as the impacts of acid rain, mercury poisoning,
and of phosphates and nitrates from detergents and fertilizers.
Findings have resulted in policy changes in many countries
around the world, including the United States and the European
Union. Current work includes research on the ecological
impacts of silver nanoparticles—tiny particles of silver that are
found in countless household products such as clothing.

‘Canada’s ELA is unique. It is the world's most innovative
water research facility—one whose findings have helped save
fish and freshwater habitat around the world, and it is a treasure
we cannot afford to lose,’ said Elizabeth May, Green Party
Leader and MP for Saanich-Gulf Islands. ‘The Save ELA
Coalition, scientists such as Diane Orihel, David Schindler and
Jules Blais, and many civil society groups across Canada who
fought the ELA’s closure can claim a real victory today. I also
would like to single out the International Institute for
Sustainable Development for thanks; without them stepping up
to the plate to assume responsibility for this facility we would
have lost it.’

The ELA is expected to continue university-funded research
under the IISD, although it is unclear whether federal
restrictions on DFO scientists participating in research at the
facility have been lifted. 0

On April 7, the Township of Esquimalt rejected the
Capital Regional District’s (CRD) revised McLoughlin
Point rezoning application. The rezoning is for a

regional sewage treatment plant.
In response, on April 9, the CRD says it will be writing to the

Province to ask that Cabinet under section 37(6) of the
Environmental Act, declare inoperative those provisions of the
Esquimalt Zoning Bylaw and, if necessary, section 37(5) to set
aside bylaws and permit requirements, that the Chief
Administrative Officer determines to be necessary to enable the
CRD to proceed with the approved Core Area Liquid Waste
Management plan. 

‘Unfortunately this is where we find ourselves, and we must
move this project along. We are mandated to have treatment in
place by the Province and to meet new Federal guidelines. Any
further delays put the overall budget for the project at risk,’
explains CRD Board Chair Alastair Bryson.

The CRD began planning secondary treatment in 2006 to
bring the region into compliance with a Provincial order and
new Federal regulations. Both the Federal and Provincial
Governments are making large financial contributions towards
the project to assist with the overall costs for treatment.

The CRD believes that, after extensive and exhaustive studies
and analysis, it has developed a program that will meet the
needs of the core area municipalities and residents for several
decades to come; at the least cost to the taxpayers, while meeting
provincial and federal regulations. The CRD also believes it has
acted in good faith and has negotiated with Esquimalt an
equitable series of agreements.

As time is of the essence, the CRD is requesting an urgent
response for a Cabinet Order to allow the project to proceed. 

Meanwhile
In the Legislature on Tuesday, April 8, Oak Bay-Gordon Head
MLA Andrew Weaver asked the Minister of Environment Mary
Polak, if the government had any intention of intervening over
Esquimalt council’s unanimous rejection of the Capital Regional
District plans for the McLoughlin Point sewage treatment plant. 

‘As the minister is aware, Esquimalt Council voted
unanimously last night to reject the capital regional district
rezoning request for McLoughlin Point for the sewage plant
there. This comes, following considerable public engagement—
four evenings of public consultation where only one person
spoke in favour of the project, and many, many, many others

spoke against it. The public consultation demonstrated there's
little, if any, support for the current plan.

‘My question is this: considering the CRD currently has no
alternative site for the treatment plant and, in fact, Esquimalt
have tasked staff with putting together information to rezone
McLoughlin Point to not allow a sewage plant there, will the
minister reassure residents of the region that the province will
not intervene on the zoning unless the CRD proves all other
options are exhausted?’

Minister Polak replied. ‘I can assure the member that our
position remains the same today as it has in the past. The federal
government requires that they treat their sewage by 2020. This
is an obligation that falls on the local governments. It's
unfortunate that they've reached this kind of an impasse. 

‘I understand that CRD is meeting this week, perhaps even
tomorrow, to discuss the implications. I’m not going to
speculate on what might result from that, but we have no plans
to intervene. We’ve said from the beginning that this is an issue
that the local governments need to grapple with, understanding
that they're the ones who are obligated to begin treatment of
their sewage. We have no plans to intervene.’

It might be back to the drawing board? 0

McLoughlin Point sewage treatment turned down

News In Brief- Patrick Brown
‘Multi-Mumble Monopoly BC’: now that
they can see what Multi Material BC (MMBC)
will cost them, businesses and recycling depots
throughout BC are starting to question this
‘non-profit’ organization. It’s headed up by
executives of large Toronto-centred
corporations, and may have been created to
ensure that the legislation that makes them
responsible for their packaging waste doesn’t
land them with the costs of disposing of it.
FATCA: in parliament Elizabeth May says

that the legislation to implement this (giving
the US’s Iinland Revenue Service  access to
Canadian tax data on US Citizens in Canada)
is unconstitutional. The legislation is included
in the federal government’s current omnibus
bill.
Site C: Two basic questions: 
• how much will it cost? (A dam site more

than anyone will admit to); and 
• what do we need all that power for

anyway? (To sell cheaply to oil, gas, and mining
enterprises in northern BC, or to the US—but
not what we are being told it’s for.) 

And then, what are the environmental and
social costs, which eventually will be paid by
families throughout BC, through taxes and

electricity bills?
Denman cable ferry: will be built in BC

by Seaspan’s Vancouver Shipyards, and the
cable will be manufactured in BC too. Is
supposed to save $2,000,000 per year,
provided that Transport Canada will let BC
Ferries run it with just three crew. Another
ferry gamble.
Legalized gerrymandering: The

BCLiberal government wants to make sure
that some electoral areas they hold in the
interior of BC aren’t changed by a wayward
Independent Electoral Boundaries
Commission. Bill Nº2, the 2014 Electoral
Boundaries Commission Amendment Act,
requires that the Commission protect some 17
seats in the Cariboo-Thompson, Columbia-
Kootenay and northern BC regions, even if they
don’t have sufficient population to justify an
MLA. 

The Bill also limits the number of MLAs to
85, which means that there won’t be any more
seats to represent the fast-growing Lower
Mainland population. The Commission is
supposed to be independent. This legislation
might not survive a court challenge. 0



regulated and when at their tenures, they are constantly
spewing carbon into the atmosphere which adds significantly
to the acidification of the oceans.

As is the norm, when anything goes wrong in the ‘selfish’
industry, the government is lobbied to throw more taxpayer
$$$$ at the problem. The company in the news was given
$128,000 in 2010, $25,000 in 2011 and $70,000 in 2012 and
who knows how much more. In the meantime, they seem
unconcerned when their equipment goes astray. Local beaches
have been littered over the years with approximately 100 large
(400 mm) black floats imprinted with their company name.
This lost equipment attitude is indicative of most ‘selfish’
companies and even though collected and offered back, no one
seems interested in re-using perfectly good equipment. Tons of
plastic then ends up in the landfill, yet they want more and more
government grant money.

Recently, at the Senate Committee Hearing on Aquaculture
a ‘selfish’ industry rep. stated that ‘the UN says that BC should
be growing more shellfish because it has zero impact on the
planet because it is a filter feeding animal eating phytoplankton.’
Phytoplanktons are agents for primary production (the creation
of organic compounds from carbon dioxide dissolved in the
water), a process that sustains the aquatic food web.
Phytoplankton serves as the base for all aquatic life and is
responsible for much of the oxygen in the Earth’s atmosphere.
A 2010 study published in Nature reported that marine
phytoplankton have declined substantially in the world’s oceans
over the past century. Phytoplankton concentrations in surface
waters were estimated to have decreased by about 40% since
1950 alone. More shellfish equals more phytoplankton and
oxygen depletion which could hardly be considered ‘zero impact
on the planet’.

As well as more government support, the ‘selfish’ industry
insists it is not a fishery and should revert back to being
considered a ‘farming’ activity. Being a fisher complicates things
like having to obey rules and regs. for fishing boats etc. but being
a farmer allows the industry to participate in ‘normal farm
practices’. ‘Normal farm practices’ allows the ‘farmer’ to have
free reign over his operation as long as he states the activity is
‘normal farm practice’. Excessive noise at any hour, pollution,
smell, damage to the surrounding environment can all be
chalked up to ‘normal farm practices’ and the local government
then has no power to intervene.

This shellfishery calls itself green and sustainable yet the
‘selfish’ industry’s definition of sustainable pertains to their
product only and does not include the marine ecosystems. DFO
has now passed off tenure installation and maintenance
inspections to the licence holder which opens up a whole new
can of sea worms!

Lastly, with all this media attention on the effect of
acidification on the ‘selfish’ industry, we have neglected to
consider the real issue—soon all calcium dependent creatures,
indigenous or implanted will cease to exist due to acidification
of our oceans. How sad is that?

Edina Johnston, Denman Island

Agricultural Land Reserve
The following letter was sent to BC Premier Christy Clark.

Dear Premier Clark:
The British Columbia Government's recently proposed changes
to the Agriculture Land Commission (the Commission) Act
greatly concerns many scientists for three reasons. 

First, the revised changes to the governance and decision-
making structure of the Commission reduces the ability for
science to inform land use decisions. Second, the shift to divide
the decision-making process regarding land classification into

southern and interior zones will increase pressure to remove
land from the reserve at a cost to the general good. And finally,
the rationale for the division of the province into two
jurisdictions, based simply on the value of the crops, overlooks
the importance of other values associated with agricultural
lands such as habitat for wildlife, endangered species, and
contributions to ecosystem services. 

Agricultural lands that occur in all regions of the province
hold many values other than simply crop production. These
areas contain wetlands, streams, ponds, riparian areas,
woodlands, hedgerows, and uncultivated grasslands that are
either adjacent to or integral to farm operations. These areas
are instrumental in protecting functioning healthy ecosystems
and in many cases, these diverse services help boost agricultural
production. Many of the ecosystems encompassed by the
Agricultural Land Reserve are rare in British Columbia and they
provide habitat for a number of the Province's most threatened
or endangered species such as the burrowing owl, American
badger, yellow-breasted chat, sage thrasher, Nooksack dace,
and west slope cutthroat trout. 

Other more common species that occur on Agricultural
Land Reserve land are integral to agricultural production. These
species range from soil microbes that sequester carbon below
pasturelands, to birds such as the western meadowlarks,
swallows, and common nighthawks whose populations are
already declining. Species prized for hunting such as deer and
elk also use so called marginal agricultural lands.  These species
decline when agricultural lands are removed from production,
marginal lands are converted to more intensive uses, or
nonagricultural developments are permitted on agricultural
lands. Allowing more nonagricultural uses on ALR land and the
release of more lands from reserves will have the unintended
consequence of threatening many important ecosystems and,
by extension, many valuable species including species-at-risk.

Changing the current structure of the Commission to one
that does not incorporate scientifically-derived information is
deeply-flawed. Additionally, making changes to such an
important piece of provincial legislation without consultation
with the public, the agricultural industry, or scientists in general
prevents relevant information and viewpoints to factor into
informed decision-making. Allowing the agricultural industry
to move forward with alternatives that incorporate science-
based decision making within the current legislative framework
are valid alternatives to altering the current reserve framework.
These and other options should be explored because failing to
incorporate alternate view points and scientifically derived
information into the Commissions' decision-making
framework threatens the health of British Columbia's
ecosystems and endangers its biodiversity. The lack of a process
to access and incorporate science-based information into the
proposed framework threatens the biodiversity of British
Columbia’s ecosystems and the sustainability and security of
agricultural production in a changing climate. 

We call upon the government of British Columbia to include
scientifically derived information in the evaluation of the
impacts of changes to Agricultural Land Reserve that may
impact the health of British Columbia’s ecosystems and species
at risk.

William Harrower RP Bio, PhD Candidate UBC, 
Judith Myers Professor Emeritus UBC, President Canadian

Society Ecology and Evolution, 
Sarah Otto, Fellow Royal Society of Canada, Director of

Biodiversity Research Centre, Professor, UBC, 
Eric Taylor, Director Beaty Biodiversity Museum, Professor UBC, 

Elizabeth Kleynhans, PhD Candidate UBC
The above letter is also signed by more than 120 other equally
informed and concerned Canadian scientists and naturalists. 0
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LETTERS from page 5 Jack Campbell 1931- 2014
On March 26th my good friend and mentor Jack Campbell
died at his home with his wife Carol by his side . 

Jack taught me an enormous amount about art. Though
he’d been an instructor at the Kootenay School of the Arts,
he never took a traditional approach with my art instruction.
We drew side-by-side many times, but he never offered any
critique or direction, or explained colour theory or
composition, though he was a master in all these technical
skills. 

Jack never sat me down to teach me how to draw or paint,
he taught me why you draw and paint. And the reason you
draw and paint is: that is what an artist does. You want to be
an artist? Then create something every day. Observe and
interpret beauty wherever you find it, but never stop looking
for it. Amass a rich visual vocabulary and use this language
to communicate to as many people as you can. Never be
limited by shortcomings of technique or laziness, become
the very best you can at what you do. 

The bad news is everyday you have to stand in front the
easel and figure out how to do it again. The good news is
everyday you get to stand in front the easel and figure out
how to do it again. 

Art wasn’t Jack’s hobby, or his vocation, it was his identity
in this life. Whether creating a stage backdrop for the
community hall, a paper mask for a party, an illustration for
a client, or a drawing for himself, it was Jack being Jack in a
singular creative voice. 

I left art for six years to take a government job that paid
all the bills and afforded me benefits. During that time when
I visited Jack he would always greet me with all the warmth
and friendship I could hope for, never a suggesting that I had
‘sold out’, or that I had disappointed him. When I finally
decided, a little over a year ago, I had to quit the job and
return to art, Jack gave me his beautiful drawing table and
enough paper to last me for the next six years.

Thanks to Jack I know how to live now because I know
how to create, and consequently I know how to be me. 

Carol told me that the day before Jack died he had been
in his studio. I took the news hard, I had lost a second father.
I broke down and cried. Then I washed my face, took some
breaths, and spent the rest of the day and night doing what
artists do: Standing in front of the easel scribbling until
something looks right, and thanks to Jack Campbell it not
only looked right...it felt right.

Goodbye my friend.                                                   Pat McCallum
a a a a

Amenity is a word that we all are familiar with in the Gulf
Islands. The mandate of the Islands Trust uses the term
unique amenity and every islands official community plan
takes the care to define the term—amenity a common
blessing we value. Jack Campbell was a such a community
person that the term might apply to him. 

Jack was an artist through and through. And especially
on his home island. Jack’s art is throughout the
community—the  stage backdrop at the Community Hall,
the General Store Café’s divider, our library cards, the ‘how-
do-you-order’ procedure at the pub.  

Jack made my ‘Salmon Are Sacred’ sign for the big rally
at the Legislature, he and Carol wore gorgeous paper
constructed hats to the polar bear swim.  Jack translated our
world into art—the world outside our island doors and our
contact with it. 

And Jack made art and more art—huge pieces, small
pieces that hang in people’s homes all over the islands and
the Lower Mainland. Through his paintings we saw
ourselves and the gorgeousness of our islands; we forg0t the
paint and the frame and went inside.  Jack’s paintings are
full of light and colour, local beasts, and us people living our
lives on the water and on its shores. 

And Jack the person?  Generous to a fault, respectful of
all, a ready laugh,  hard worker and diligent. Lover of life’s
elemental energies—water, light, sexuality, transformation,
colour, growth, Carol, his family—and art. Jack worked in
many mediums. Jack taught in schools.  Jack was respectful
of us all and the world he inhabited. He has left us gifts—call
them legacies or amenities. I think Jack would prefer the
vibrancy of the word amenity. Thank you, Jack.

Priscilla Ewbank

TOBY SNELGROVE



Photo: Mike Yip
After the Spawn on April 4. The herring spawn provides a energy rich food for thousands of birds preparing for their northward
migration. It is not uncommon to see huge rafts of ducks—up to a half kilometer long—feasting on the herring roe and larvae.
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Now till March 31, 2015
Mayne Island’s ‘Your Passport to Success’ is in full swing—

Silver Maynes and Chamber of
Commerce’s promotion invites visitors and
residents to buy their $2 passport from
participating on-island merchants, get it
stamped 40-times while shopping, and
return it to  Silver Maynes  for a chance to
win prizes and to become certified
‘Mayniacs’; fun for everyone and help local

businesses • Info: Millie Leathers 250-539-5526 • MAYNE

Easter Weekend: Fri, Sat, Sun & Mon, April 18–21
Family Fun Swims-enjoy Commonwealth Pool’s wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, tots pool, swirlpool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna, and Aqua Terra Café. • Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (turn right off Pat Bay
Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • FRI: 10am-12noon & 1-4pm; SAT: 1-4pm
& 6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 1-4pm, MON: 10am-12noon; 1-4pm &
7–8:30pm • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 • IN
SAANICH

Easter Saturday, April 19 (cont. to Thanksgiving)
1st Pender Saturday Farmers Market—fresh, local produce,
baked goods, local art, artisan works & demonstrations, culinary
delights; guest speakers on current topics, buskers, musicians;
bring your friends and family, enjoy lunch or a snack, you never
know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet! • Community Hall •
9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca •PENDER ISLAND

Easter Saturday, April 19
Islands Trust Community Stewardship Fair & PICA Community
Beach Clean-Up—Beach Clean-up starts 10am, preregister
with Trinette at 250-629-2213, garbage drop zone at Medicine
Beach Market •  North Pender Trust Comittee presents
Community Stewardship Fairwith guest speakers: biologist
Ramona de Graaf and Trust Council Chair Sheila Malcolmson;
exhibits by Shaw Ocean Discovery, Habitat Acquisition Trust, and
many more • Pender Community Hall, upstairs • 1-4pm •
Admission Free • PENDER

Easter Sunday, April 20
15th Annual South Pender Island Easter Art
Walk—tour 12 studios to see our artists’ new
paintings, drawings, prints, glass, jewelry,
textiles, wearable art & more • Look for daffodil-
yellow balloons marking each studio; maps at
studios; enter to win a gift basket. • Noon-5pm •
Info: Carol Davidson, 250-629-3781,
castleridgestudio@Hotmail.com • PENDER

Easter Monday, April 21
Earth Day Celebration in Ganges, Planet
Earth—fresh air event with music (Island
Rootz), speakers, info booths, all-day yoga,
lots of activities for all ages; learn, connect,
sing, dance, create change, have fun, save
the planet • Centennial Park • 11am-5pm •
Free event, everyone welcome • Info: Alex
Lyons 250.538.7573 •SALT SPRING

Friday, April 25
Saanich North & The Islands Constituency Office Hours—on-
island help with programs and agencies, share your concerns •
Mayne Community Centre, 493 Felix Jack Road •12:30–4pm •
Info & Appointment: 1-855-955-5711 or
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca • MAYNE

Friday, May 2
The Great Salish Sea Music Tour—Dana
Lyons, singer/songwriter/activist—think
Pete Seeger, Phil Ochs and an out-of-
control Johnny Cash—on a new CD tour
of the Southern Gulf Islands, bar and
snacks by Wild Thyme Coffee House •
Saturna Community Hall • 7pm • Advance
tickets: $10 at Wild Thyme, 250.539.5589
• Sponsored by SIMRES,
saturnamarineresearch.ca • SATURNA

Saturday, May 3
Seatalk by Erich Hoyt and Paul Spong—
listen to incredible stories from two orca

experts who have
been researching
orcas in the wild since
the 1970s: Hoyt
authored of Orca: The
Whale Called Killer;
Spong is a
neurologist, cetologist
and originator of
OrcaLab on Hanson Island, free bus from

ferry • Saturna Rec Centre • 1 pm • $10, advance registration:
sheila.wallace@saturnamarineresearch.ca • Info: Larry Peck
250.216.3681, saturnamarineresearch.ca • SATURNA

Friday, Sat, Sun May 2, 3 & 4
To My Old Brown Earth—Pender Island Choral Society concert;
Daniel Lapp directing; with local guest artists, including the Kid's
Choir and the Pender Young Violins. • Community Hall • Friday
and Saturday 7pm, Sunday 2pm • Tickets: Adults $15, Ages 5-15
$5, Under 5 free • Info: 250.629.2026 •PENDER

Friday, May 9
ArtCraft Registration Deadline—Call for new applicants and
registration for ArtCraft 2014, BC’s longest running, juried arts and

crafts show, representing the best of the
southern Gulf Islands • Located in downtown
Ganges, Salt Spring, the show opens on
June 13 and runs until September15 •
Registration forms and information online at
www.ssartscouncil.com and from Richard
Steel 250.537.0899 • SOUTHERN GULF
ISLANDS

What’s On?

www.mothershipadventures.com
250-202-3229 ~ 1-888-833-8887

Great Bear Rainforest ~ Desolation Sound ~ Broughton Archipelago

    Sea Kayaking ~ Specialty Cruises

Photography: Boomer Jerritt 

Painting: Mark Hobson

Coastal History Cruise

Luxury Coastal Adventures

Kayaking Skills Tour with
             Ocean River Sports

Cruise with Robert Bateman

HOYT
SPONG

The Harper government is seeking to rapidly pass a sweeping
election law that Canada's Chief Electoral Officer has called an
affront to democracy. The aim of this bill is not to introduce
much needed positive reforms to election law in Canada, as has
been claimed by the government. This legislation is a blatant
attempt by the Harper government to stack the deck in favour
of the Conservatives in the next federal election.

Harper’s new ‘Unfair’ Elections Act would:
• make it harder for people to vote. 
• disproportionately impact students and youth, Indigenous

people, seniors, people on low-incomes, and other groups of
people who the Conservatives know are unlikely to vote for
them. 

• fail to bring to justice the people behind the widespread
election fraud in 2011. 

• create a new ‘independent’ Commissioner of Canada
Elections, who would be accountable not to Parliament but to
the Justice Minister. 

• actually make it harder to catch perpetrators of election
fraud like Pierre Poutine. 

• prevent Elections Canada from talking about democracy,
including prohibiting: Elections Canada participation in the
Student Vote program, a national initiative to increase youth
voter turnout by allowing 500,000 students below voting age
to vote in a parallel election; publicly discussing (or even
researching) how to increase voter turnout. 

• prevent Elections Canada from reporting publicly about
voter complaints it receives, including about fraudulent calls. 

• stack the electoral deck in Harper's favour in a variety of
additional ways, including changing the rules governing
fundraising and election spending on robocalls companies.

The signatories, listed below, call on all Members of
Parliament to:

• not allow this new elections law to pass without removing
the parts that would legalize voter suppression.

• replace the parts of the Unfair Elections Act that undermine
democracy with new provisions to prevent election fraud from
happening again, including giving the Commissioner the right
to compel evidence and levying a hefty fine against any political
party which allows its database to be used to mislead voters.

We reject the Orwellian (newspeak) name the Harper
government has given this legislation—Fair Elections Act—and
will continue to refer to it more accurately as the Unfair
Elections Act. We hope you will too. And we hope you will join
us to stop it.

Signatories
David Crombie, David Suzuki, Allan Gregg, Margaret Atwood,
Judy Rebick, Tantoo Cardinal, Michael Ondaatje, Tony
Urquhart, Stephen Clarkson, Sarah Slean, Brigette DePape,
Jane Urquhart, and Graeme Gibson. ACORN Canada,
Agriculture Union–PSAC, Alternatives, Canadian Federation
of Nurses Unions, Canadian Federation of Students, Canadian
Peace Alliance, Canadian Teachers' Federation, Canadian
Unitarians for Social Justice, Canadian Youth Climate Coalition
(CYCC), Canadian Association of University Teachers, Coalition
Pas de democratie sans voix, Common Frontiers, Confederation
des syndicats nationaux— CSN, Conseil central du Montre�al
métropolitain-CSN, Council of Canadians, CUPE, Kitchen Table
Collective, la Fédération des femmes du Quebec, Le Conseil
quebécois LGBT, Leadnow, Ligue des droits et libertés,
Newfoundland and Labrador Teachers’ Association,Nova
Scotia Teachers Union, NUPGE, OpenMedia, Polaris Institute,
PSAC, Public Interest Alberta, UFCW Canada, Unifor, and the
Union of Veterans Affairs Employees (UVAE).

If your organization would like to endorse this statement and
join the growing opposition to the Unfair Elections Act, please
send your name, organization, and contact information to:
dpenner@canadians.org. For more information, visit
www.fairelectionsact.ca. 0

Unite to stop the ‘Unfair’ Elections Act
Council of Canadians

On Monday, April 7, BC’s Opposition proposed important legislation that would ensure First Nations heritage sites and objects
are protected more effectively by provincial law,’ said Maurine Karagianis, New Democrat MLA for Esquimalt-Royal Roads. ‘This
legislation would go a long way to protecting BC First Nations claims to sacred sites such as burials as well as sacred objects and
remains.’ Karagianis first introduced the bill in 2009.

Amendments to the First Nations Heritage Protection and Conservation Actwould include a process by which First Nations
can request a temporary protection order when people find a heritage site, object or remains. The amendments would also create
a First Nations Heritage Protection Program which would provide funding to local governments so that they could protect sacred
sites in their communities.

Karagianis noted that the bill could be put to immediate use to help the Penelakut First Nation protect burial sites on Grace
Islet in Ganges Harbour.

Gary Holman, MLA for Saanich North and the Islands, whose constituency includes Grace Islet, agreed. ‘New Democrats have
called on the government to intervene immediately to protect the sacred sites of the Penelakut First Nation, including the burial
sites on Grace Islet. The current laws do not do enough to ensure that these irreplaceable places are not destroyed forever,’ said
Holman, who had asked the government, on April 7,  to step in and protect the burial sites in the legislature. 0

Bill introduced to protect First Nations heritage sites
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