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Campbell River—Willow Point Village

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
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Hundreds of citizens from around the coast gathered in Comox, BC at the end of March to oppose the Gateway Pipeline proposal. 
The ‘Pipeline’ graphic (top left) is by Northwest Coast Artist Andy Everson. 
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Bella Bella hearing
cut short, starts late

Rowers circumnavigating Vancouver Island

Islanders leading seafood traceability initiative
Fishing communities on Vancouver Island are leading the
country in seafood traceability. Launched by Vancouver-based
nonprofit Ecotrust Canada in collaboration with the
commercial fishing industry, ‘Thisfish’ is an online traceability
system that allows consumers to trace their seafood back to the
fisherperson who caught it.  
‘This seafood traceability project is helping to bring a
traditional resource industry into the Internet Age,’ says Phil
Kent, mayor of Duncan and chair of the Island Coastal
Economic Trust, which provided a grant of $50,000 to develop
the Thisfish system.

Almost five million pounds of seafood from Pacific and
Atlantic fisheries were traceable through Thisfish last year. One
third of the total was landed in Vancouver Island communities
and the fisheries with the highest levels of traceability took
place on the Island. About 18% of all troll-caught Chinook
salmon on the West Coast of Vancouver Island was traceable
through Thisfish, along with 17% of halibut, 10% of Barkley
Sound Sockeye and 9% of sablefish.

‘This initiative began in 2008 when Vancouver Island

fishermen approached Ecotrust Canada to develop
homegrown technology to trace our catch,’ says Kathy Scarfo,
president of the West Coast Trollers Association and a project
partner. ‘We have pioneered a traceability system that is now
catching on across the country and beyond.’ Teams of
computer engineers, web developers, project planners and
fisherpeople worked together to build a high-tech, user-friendly
solution for seafood traceability. 

Using Thisfish, fishermen identify their catch with a unique
code that follows the catch through the supply chain.
Fisherpeople upload the codes and catch information to
www.Thisfish.info. Seafood companies can also upload details
on the processing and handling of catch. Ultimately,
consumers use the unique codes to trace the origins of their
seafood on Internet-enabled devices, such as smartphones and
tablet computers.

In 2011, 262 fishing vessels landed catch that was traceable
through Thisfish, including 120 vessels in BC. Eleven different
Pacific species of fish were traceable through Thisfish. 0

The three-person National Energy Board panel that
is hearing testimony on the proposed Northern
Gateway pipeline cut short its hearings in Bella Bella
on April 2 following demonstrations by local
members of the Heiltsuk First Nation. The
cancellation was because of ‘security concerns’, the
panel said, but the Heiltsuk described the greeting as
‘respectful and peaceful’.

The panel refused the Heiltsuk’s invitation to a
feast, shocking the community by this lapse in respect.
Some high school students in the community started
a 48-hour hunger strike to protest the pipeline
proposal.

The Nuxalk First Nation, in neighbouring Bella
Coola, announced later that they would not appear
before the panel, saying that the federal government’s
decision to retroactively limit the length of the
hearings indicated that the government had already
made a decision to approve the project, and by
implication, oil tanker travel on the BC coast.

Eventually, the panel started hearings at midday
on April 3, one and a half days late. It heard Heiltsuk
members tell of 40- and 50-foot seas, and express
concern about the safety of tanker travel in the area. 

The hearings schedule moved to Klemtu on April
13 and next to Smithers, Terrace, and Prince Rupert,
then on to Old Massett and Skidegate on Haida Gwaii. 

Hearings return to the mid-coast at the end of
June, with Kitamaat Village on June 25-27, and
Hartley Bay on June 29. 

The NEB has subsequently rescheduled hearings
for Bella Bella on July 26-28, and will schedule a
further date for Bella Coola. 0

Adam Kreek, a Victoria resident and former Olympian, is
circumnavigating Vancouver Island in a 29‐foot ocean rowboat.
Adam and his three teammates from OARNorthwest launched
their 25-day voyage on April 11 from the Vancouver Rowing
Club. 

Their journey, the ‘Canadian Wildlife Federation Salish Sea
Expedition’, can be tracked via Yellow Brick technology on their
website. They are video conferencing with classrooms from
aboard their vessel, and the crew writes daily blog posts about
the region’s ecosystems, oceanography and wildlife. 

The CWF Salish Sea Expedition aims to ‘showcase the
power of the human spirit and our connection to the wild
outdoors’. The crew has partnered with several universities to
expand scientific understanding of the flexibility of human

sleep schedules, psychology, physical oceanography and
marine biology. They will also produce a documentary film
based on their experience. 

The rowers do not have a support boat, but their vessel, the
James Robert Hanssen, is the most technologically advanced
rowboat in the world, equipped with solar panels, wind turbine
power, and state of the art scientific and communication
equipment. 

This training adventure will serve as preparation for Adam
and his crew’s ‘Africa to Americas’ transatlantic crossing in
December 2012. On this journey, the team will row 24 hours a
day in 4-hour, 2-hour and 1-hour time shifts until they make
landfall. They aim to raise significant funds for Right to Play
during this crossing. Get onboard at www.oarnorthwest.com.0
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

Ross Walker 
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca 
www.islandmarine.caOn Time & On Budget
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Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

18
WE

0322
1003
1623
2159

13.8
5.6

12.8
7.9

4.2
1.7
3.9
2.4

19
TH

0350
1035
1709
2241

13.8
4.9

13.1
8.5

4.2
1.5
4.0
2.6

20
FR

0417
1105
1752
2321

13.5
4.3

13.8
9.2

4.1
1.3
4.2
2.8
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SA

0442
1136
1833
2358

13.5
3.9

14.1
9.5

4.1
1.2
4.3
2.9

22
SU

0507
1207
1914

13.5
3.6

14.1
4.1
1.1
4.3
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MO

0036
0532
1238
1955

10.2
13.1
3.3

14.4

3.1
4.0
1.0
4.4

24
TU

0115
0559
1310
2037

10.5
12.8
3.3

14.4

3.2
3.9
1.0
4.4

25
WE

0159
0627
1345
2121

10.8
12.5
3.6

14.4

3.3
3.8
1.1
4.4

26
TH

0251
0659
1423
2207

10.8
12.1
3.9

14.1

3.3
3.7
1.2
4.3

27
FR

0357
0739
1505
2255

10.8
11.8
4.3

14.1

3.3
3.6
1.3
4.3
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SA

0514
0837
1555
2342

10.5
11.2
4.9

14.1

3.2
3.4
1.5
4.3
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SU

0623
1002
1653

9.8
10.5
5.6

3.0
3.2
1.7
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MO

0026
0715
1143
1759

14.1
8.9

10.5
6.2

4.3
2.7
3.2
1.9

1
TU

0107
0758
1321
1907

14.1
7.5

11.2
6.9

4.3
2.3
3.4
2.1

2
WE

0145
0838
1441
2012

14.4
6.2

11.8
7.5

4.4
1.9
3.6
2.3

3
TH

0222
0918
1546
2110

14.4
4.6

12.8
8.2

4.4
1.4
3.9
2.5

ADD ONE HOUR TO TIMES (DAYLIGHT SAVINGS)
NEW MOON APRIL 21

www.islandtides.com

ADD ONE HOUR TO TIMES (DAYLIGHT SAVINGS)

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands
9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you: 
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service

Constituency office open 
for public service 

10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, O.C., 
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

“
”

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues affecting your life. 
Please contact me if I can be of service. 
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18
WE

0255
0932
1611
2112

9.8
4.3
8.9
6.2

3.0
1.3
2.7
1.9

19
TH

0318
0959
1702
2158

9.8
3.6
9.2
6.9

3.0
1.1
2.8
2.1

20
FR

0339
1027
1749
2242

9.5
3.3
9.5
7.2

2.9
1.0
2.9
2.2

21
SA

0400
1055
1833
2327

9.5
2.6
9.8
7.9

2.9
0.8
3.0
2.4

22
SU

0422
1125
1916

9.5
2.3

10.2
2.9
0.7
3.1

23
MO

0012
0444
1156
1959

8.2
9.5
2.3

10.2

2.5
2.9
0.7
3.1

24
TU

0059
0507
1230
2044

8.5
9.5
2.0

10.5

2.6
2.9
0.6
3.2

25
WE

0153
0530
1306
2130

8.5
9.2
2.3

10.5

2.6
2.8
0.7
3.2

26
TH

0259
0553
1345
2215

8.5
8.9
2.3

10.5

2.6
2.7
0.7
3.2

27
FR

0422
0620
1428
2259

8.5
8.5
2.6

10.5

2.6
2.6
0.8
3.2

28
SA

0550
0705
1517
2340

8.2
8.2
3.3

10.5

2.5
2.5
1.0
3.2

29
SU

0639
0843
1613

7.5
7.5
3.6

2.3
2.3
1.1

30
MO

0018
0708
1045
1716

10.2
6.9
7.2
4.3

3.1
2.1
2.2
1.3

1
TU

0051
0736
1243
1820

10.2
5.9
7.5
4.9

3.1
1.8
2.3
1.5

2
WE

0121
0807
1419
1921

10.2
4.6
8.2
5.9

3.1
1.4
2.5
1.8

3
TH

0149
0840
1535
2017

10.2
3.3
8.9
6.6

3.1
1.0
2.7
2.0

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Victoria 
(250) 412-1110 

Burnaby 
(604) 630-1114 

Courtenay 
(250) 339-6914 

www.watertiger.net 

Your Total 
Water Solution 

Gulf Islands Water Treatment 

Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardness, much more! 
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

It has been nearly two years since my first column in Island
Tides on the purchase of the F-35 fighter jets. It appeared
just after the July 2010 announcement from Defence

Minister Peter MacKay that Canada was committed to the
purchase of 65 Lockheed Martin F-35 jets at an estimated cost
of $16 billion. My main argument in that article was that Canada
had been playing to the Pentagon table, with a larger number
of partner nations, all seeking a piece of the action. In many
ways the F-35 fighter jet is an object lesson from former US
President and former General Dwight Eisenhower’s warning to
beware of the ‘military-industrial complex.’ Canada’s rationale
for joining the process in 1997 had little, if anything, to do
with domestic security and everything to do with
hoped for aerospace contracts. 

Under Liberal Prime Ministers Chretien and
Martin, Canada put up initial funds to
participate–first $10 million in 1997, then a
further $150 million in 2001.  The 2012
Spring Report of the Auditor General of
Canada finds no fault with the process and
accountability of decision-making up to this
time. 

It should be noted that it is beyond the scope
of the Auditor General’s report to investigate
whether Canada needed the F-35s at all. Just as it was
not part of the Auditor General’s mandate to find out which
political masters were aware of the various and repeated acts of
incompetence and failures of due diligence that he went on to
report.

What the Auditor General (AG) did recount was such a trail
of violations in the fundamentals of normal procurement
process that even seasoned Ottawa-watchers are stunned. The
decisions were generally taken in reverse order. First came the
decision, followed by inventing criteria to justify the decisions,
and then, lastly the rationale. Not one, but two, departments
were found to have failed in the exercise of basic due diligence. 

Both the Department of National Defence (DND) and the

Department of Public Works and Government Services Canada
(Public Works) were found to have fallen below the standard of
due diligence. It is clear that Public Works tried. 

Prior to the announcement of the F-35 purchase, Public
Works repeatedly asked DND to identify ‘operational
requirements’ of the fighter jets and to ‘provide a full
justification’ for its choice. In May 2010, Public Works
‘questioned National defence’s assertion that no other aircraft
met its mandatory requirements.’ (p. 23 of Ch. 2, AGReport). 

The AG’s report is dry in its delivery, but reading between
the lines, there is high drama lurking. Essentially, Public Works

said ‘no deal’ without justification and background analysis. 
Mysteriously, on June 1, 2010, Public Works
offered an olive branch: it would okay the purchase
so long as DND ‘provided a letter confirming
National Defence’s requirement for a fifth
generation fighter and confirming that the F-
35 is the only such aircraft available.’ 

The AG report continues, ‘The same day,
National Defence provided such a letter.
There were no other supporting documents…
It is important to note that the term ‘fifth
generation’ is not a description of an operational

requirement’ (emphasis mine).
Additionally, the AGtells us that the touted industrial

benefits were as illusory as the real price. The AG recounts that
‘prior to the signing of the various MOUs in 2002 and 2006, the
ministers of Industry Canada and National Defence…were
informed that industrial benefits could not be guaranteed in the
JSF programme’ (p. 15). That was because, by the terms of all
contracts between the Pentagon and the partner countries
‘partners cannot require prime contractors to provide work to
companies in their countries.’ Later in the report, the AGnotes
that (as if we could be surprised at this point) ‘in the majority of
cases, only the most optimistic scenario was put forward’ related
to potential benefits. 

Meanwhile, the 2006 MOU took the project to a next phase

‘… no
contracts to

Canadian aerospace
industries would be

awarded unless Canada
also purchased the

planes.’

JETS, please turn to page 7

Despite the recent political drama playing out in the
corridors of the Legislature–the resignation of a former
BC Liberal cabinet minister and questions over who

among the BC Liberals will stay on to fight the next election–
the everyday work of committees and questioning continues.

One reason that John van Dongen said he was quitting was
the unanswered questions about BC Rail and taxpayers paying
the legal costs for Basi and Virk. BCNDP raised this scandal yet
again in Question Period in March, but the government
continued to stonewall. The opposition also, again, raised
questions about the multi-million dollar overspends at BC Place,
and the cavalier rejection of the Telus sponsorship deal.

However,the party urged the government to put politics
aside and show support for the workers who recently lost their
jobs at Aveos, the company that operated maintenance services
for Air Canada. The Legislature voted unanimously in support
of such a move.

We were not so lucky when we asked the Minister of Jobs to
act to protect the hundreds of retirees from Catalyst whose
pensions could be at risk because of the company’s insolvency.
He refused to take any responsibility. Likewise, we asked
ministers again about the impact of raw log exports on mills and
local economies, to have the question disregarded.

The government’s initiative to download more work on
municipalities, through the Local Government Auditor General
office, has now become law. We spent several days examining
the bill closely and presented a number of amendments to it to
try to make it more palatable but they were not accepted.

We also examined the Advanced Education Statutes
Amendment Act. This is the bill which takes away the right of
elected executive members of faculty associations to be on the
boards of governors of universities and colleges. This is an
unnecessary bill, an arbitrary attack on both unions and on the
good governance of post-secondary education.

We have been drawing attention to problems with the
government’s testing of senior drivers through the DriveAble
programme. We asked a number of questions about the test’s
validity as well as problems in accessing it, both because of the
distance to test centres and the cost. I will be holding a
DriveAble meeting on April 27 to talk to North Island seniors
about problems they have faced or are facing.

As the critic for children and families, I asked the Attorney
General about a horrific failure in the justice system which
allowed a case of alleged child sexual abuse to be stayed. The
assurance I was hoping to get was that the government would
put priority to protect children on cases in the court system. 

I also had the opportunity to ask the Minister of Agriculture
if there was any specific government assistance to communities
who want to expand their agricultural base. Campbell River is
already looking at ways to do this and I hear from other
communities in the constituency that they are also considering
it. Minister McRae said that he encourages municipalities to
develop their Agricultural Plans and commented that the
Investment Agriculture Foundation supports that type of work. 

Claire Trevena is Member of the Legislative Assembly for North
Island: claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca, 1-866-387-5100.0

BC Legislature Report – Claire Trevena

Commentary by Elizabeth May
F-35 Jets: Auditor General found no-one acting responsibly



If you borrowed a box of books from the Pender Island
Library last December, you will have to hang onto them for
a little while longer. When the library does re-open though,

patrons will be in a sound building, both structurally and health-
wise. 

The unexpected remediation work that was necessary to deal
with the mould and rot discovered in the attic is now complete.
Unfortunately, insurance did not cover the cost of the this work,
so additional fundraising is needed to be able to complete the
renovations. 

Upon completion, the library will offer much more to Pender
Islanders. The updated space will include wheelchair accessible
washrooms, more flexible office space and expanded computer
areas. The library will be prepared for the future, with wiring
that will make improved information sharing possible. 

The building will also be safer when the seismic upgrading
is done, and aesthetically pleasing with new carpeting, improved
lighting and ventilation. Children will also benefit from having
their books on lower shelving that is within their reach.  

To meet provincial funding requirements, the Pender
Library needs to be able to offer more programs and services to
patrons of all ages. A more flexible space will put the library in
a better position to meet these requirements.

Over the years, the library saved $175,000 for anticipated
repairs. They are using those funds now, and together with

funds recently raised, there is $224,434 for the renovations
which are estimated to cost $325,650. This leaves a shortfall of
$111,216. A $100,000 line of credit was approved at the January
AGM to ensure flexibility while the renovation takes place, and
a fundraising campaign is planned for the summer so that the
line of credit may be repaid from grants, donations and
fundraising. 

Those attic repairs added $50,000 to the project, which
Library Chairperson Dianne Johnston says will be ‘impossible
to raise without help from the community.’

The Library has charitable status, so the folks who make
donations over $10 will be issued receipts for tax purposes.
Librarians are busy planning fundraising events and writing
grant proposals. In the meantime, ‘we would gratefully accept
all donations large and small,’ says Johnston. 

Cash donations can be made in the name of the Library at
the HSBCbank and cheques can be mailed to: 

Pender Island Public Library Association, c/o Treasurer, Box
12, Pender Island, BC  V0N 2M0. 0

VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

More daily flights home from the Mainland

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

The Island Tides 10.25" x 2"

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

• Eight scheduled flights daily

• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada

• Departures from Seair Terminals at Vancouver Airport, 

Downtown Vancouver Harbour & Nanaimo Harbour

• Free Parking at Nanaimo Harbour & Vancouver Airport

• Free Shuttle to Main Terminal at Vancouver Airport

• Frequent flyer discounts

• Charter flights available to other destinations

DOWNTOWN 
VANCOUVER HBR•VANCOUVER

AIRPORT
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Bruce Nicholby • 604-885-5110

NEW!

WORLD LEADING BRANDS

Rainwater Harvesting Systems

barrplast ics.com •  1 -800-665-4499
Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years

barrplast ics.com •  1 - 800 -665-4499
Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years

DOCK BUILDING 
COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES
E-Z BUILD DOCK KIT

MOORING & 
MARKER BUOYS

FOAM FILLED FLOATATION 
MOLDED & CUSTOM

• FLOATATION & FRAME HARDWARE
• LADDERS & BUMPERS
• CLEATS, DECKING & MORE

Independent 
Dental Hygiene 
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists 
offering: 
• scaling  • root planing 
• polishing  • whitening 
• other services

Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea
250-655-4884

Saturna had a sunny Easter this year! Years of Easters have
featured sideways rain and south-easterly winds buffeting
the gumbooted, raincoat-clad, eager egg-hunters and

their equally warmly clad parents. 
Every Easter, scads of locals, weekenders, and friends of both

categories turn loose their children, toddlers to primary
schoolers, at 10am sharp to wander around collecting bright foil
chocolate eggs. The speed of collection and dedication to the
task being directly related to height. 

The Grand March Hare Memorial Egg Hunt is sponsored by
the Winter Cove Yacht Club and held at Winter Cove in the Gulf
Islands National Park. This affair is one of Saturna’s finest—put
together in the usual ad-hoc, inspired Saturna manner. Posters
go up, painted by children, with your standard strip of green at
the bottom, giant eggs and rabbits in the middle and a large sun
with many rays in a corner—event details filled in by parents. 

Early Easter morning, volunteers rake the Canada Goose
poop and deer droppings off the lovely big lawn where the
Easter Bunny standardly leaves the eggs. Coffee and goodies
arrive. The Grand March Hare and his Spring Consort welcome
everyone, make a brief announcement and give thank-yous.  

Ten o’clock sharp and the baskets head off the starting line!
Everyone gets lots of eggs—the Easter Bunny is unfailingly
generous. Chatting parents wander after the smallest—parent-
radar turned on—holding cups of coffee, munching on cake or
cinnies. Adults have a chance, amid spring’s renewal and
beauty, to catch-up on each other’s lives while the children are
fully entertained. The kids mingle—Saturna resident kids meet
up with Saturna summer kids.

On Saturday, the Saturna Women’s Club Easter Bake Sale
went off splendidly. The Community Hall heat is now
functioning perfectly. Until permanent measures are in place to
remove the otter from its adopted residence in the crawl space,
the poo is being cleaned up regularly, so instead the Hall smelled
of pies, a hot griddle cooking welsh cakes, and coffee. 

The line-up to get into the Hall was jovial and long. The Cake
Walk event was instantly happening while people scooped up
their favorite treats from well-stocked tables manned by
Women’s Club members. Jubilant Cake Walk winners choose
from a mind-boggling array of community-donated, tiered,
sculpted cakes all caulked with smooth plasterings of chocolate
and wildly coloured icings. Tea and Welsh Cakes were served
at fancily clothed tables and the raffle featured great gardener
stuff to compliment purchases made at the plant table. 

The Bake Sale is a ‘winning’ event for the community and
visitors, and the Women’s Club’s main fundraiser. The club has
been running since the 1930s and is responsible for the
maintenance of the hall’s kitchen. The club by dint of their
labour and generosity puts on many free events for the
community—from Remembrance Day services, to celebrations
of life for community  members who have passed on, to the tea
and cookie booth at the Saturna Lamb BBQ. 

One of my favourites is spring and fall community dinners
at $10 a person. The Hall is packed with vital and lively Islanders
who help make the community such a good place to live.  

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

Photo: Keith Berringer 

 

Ask for the Eljen GSF
FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

Authorized Representative: 
BWD Engineering Inc.
Phone: (604) 789-2204
brent.dennis@bwdeng.ca
Web: www.bwdeng.ca 

eljen.com

 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
 Best choice for  
sensitive lakeside properties

 Passive system—no power required
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There’s got to be an egg in here somewhere!

SATURNA, please turn to page 7

Library renovations shelved until required funds raised
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Editorial: Advertising Works Wonders!

Owner & Publisher: Christa Grace-Warrick
Editor & Production Manager: Sara Miles

Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank
Elizabeth May, Brian Crumblehulme, Fireweed
Jim Hebert, Susan Banjavich, Andy Everson
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Strait of Georgia’s only 
Free & Mail-Delivered Newspaper

14,459 print copies delivered to
Gulf Island households

Tel: 250-629-3660• Fax: 250-629-3838
Email: news@islandtides.com• islandtides@islandtides.com

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239

www.islandtides.com

The last two winters of recession have been especially difficult
economically for Canadians. On the coast, spring has been slow
in coming this year, both weather-wise and in the start-up of
commerce. 

To get our regional economy going, try this: anyone who has
something to advertise—put that advertisement in. It doesn’t
have to be big—word ads work too. If you have a project you are
delaying on starting, do it now! Something to sell, to buy, to
trade, or a service to give or to get—put it out there to others. 

Part of what makes an economy work is seeing and hearing
about goods and services moving around. It’s important for
people to know that this buzz is happening; this is why
advertising works. 

And don’t forget to buy some of those advertised offerings—
that’s the other half of the coin. If you have things you need to
spend money on—spend it now. Try to encourage the kind of

commerce that you think is healthy and helpful, especially
something local. Install that solar hot-water heater, or that
heatpump. Buy lumber and build that chicken house or
greenhouse, take a class, go to an event. Make plans and put
them into action.

It doesn’t sound like a lot, but every bit helps, and to be truly
effective, like democracy, everybody needs to pitch in. 

Money at its best is goods and value changing hands,
allowing new enterprises and activities to bring us fun,
satisfaction and livelihood. Seeing and hearing about this brings
hope and confidence, which builds more activity. Goods and
value changing hands is an economic catalyst. 

If activity won’t happen through big business, let’s make it
happen on a micro level for our area. Then we’ll really feel like
spring is here. 0

www.mothershipadventures.com
250-202-3229 ~ 1-888-833-8887

Great Bear Rainforest ~ Desolation Sound ~ Broughton Archipelago

    Sea Kayaking ~ Specialty Cruises

Photography: Boomer Jerritt

Painting: Mark Hobson

Coastal History: Jeanette Taylor

Luxury Coastal Adventures

Kayaking Skills Tour with
             Ocean River Sports

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Federal Budget 2012: a deceptive document

The five-hundred-page budget presented by the federal
Conservative government presents a picture of a
moderate approach to the country’s finances, with a

reduction in the size and staffing of federal departments, and a
plan to balance the budget in three years.

It is a thoroughly political document. The government claims
policies to help both business and the economy, but weakens
environmental protection and regulatory enforcement. It is
branded as a continuation of the ‘Economic Action Plan’ which
claims to have rescued the Canadian economy from the
international financial recession of the last couple years.

It is, in fact, a hodge-podge of vaguely described programs
to be carried out over varying numbers of years. It highlights a
two-year delay, from age 65 to age 67, to the age of eligibility for
old age pensions. This will not be initiated until 2023, with full
implementation by 2029. It is said to be necessary because the
increasing numbers of seniors resulting from the retirement of
‘baby boomers’ will make old age pensions, the federal
government’s most expensive program, ‘unsustainable’.

The budget’s overall national vision is the encouragement of
big business and natural resource development, with
commodities to be exported to an increasing degree to rapidly
developing Asian countries, and increasing investment from
overseas.

Revenues
The overall revenue figures for the 2012-2013 budget are:

Income taxes (3⁄4 personal ) .................................$163 billion 
Excise taxes  (2⁄3 GST).............................................$46 billion 
Employment Insurance .......................................$20 billion 
Other revenues ......................................................$26 billion 
TOTAL ...................................................$255 billion 

Expenditures
Expenditures 2012-2013 are: 

Elderly benefits .....................................................$40 billion 
Employment Insurance benefits .........................$19 billion
Children’s benefits .................................................$13 billion

Transfers to other levels of government: 
Canada Health Transfer ......................................$29 billion
Canada Social Transfer ........................................$12 billion
Fiscal arrangements (equalization, etc) .............$18 billion
Cities & communities .............................................$2 billion
Direct program expenses (subject to freeze).......$54 billion
Other ...................................................................... $23 billion
Transfer payments ...............................................$33 billion 
Capital amortization ...............................................$5 billion
TOTAL ..................................................$245 billion

The budget did not seem to include the cost of the F-35 fighter
jets (see Elizabeth May’s article on page 2).

Limits to Transfers
Starting in 2017-18, the Canada Health Transfer to the
provinces, currently escalating at 6% per year, will grow in line
with a three-year moving average of nominal GDP growth
(which averages 4.4% per year), guaranteed to be at least 3%
per year. The Canada Social Transfer growth rate will be fixed
at 3% for 2014-15 and subsequent years.

Limits to Operating Expenses
The operating freeze announced in Budget 2010 includes the
wages and salaries of federal employees, professional services
contracts, telecommunications, leases, utilities, materials and
supplies, and applies to federal departments including defence.
These are expected to decline with reductions in departmental
spending announced in this budget. Savings since the 2010
budget, covering 2010-2011 through 2016-2017 and including
savings in tax expenditures, amount to $59 billion.

Defence Capital Funding
The government has made commitments to purchase a number
of ships and planes, including replacements for the current fleet
of CF-18s. The cost of these is the subject of debate and has been
estimated as high as $30 billion, clearly a critical figure in
projecting future budgets. The 2012 budget says only that a total
of $3.54 billion will be moved into the ‘future period in which
purchases will be made’, without saying when that might be. 0



Opportunities to talk about BC Ferries in your community:

www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES, April 19, 2012, Page 5

Campbell River-Quadra-Cortes 
Ferry Advisory Committee Meeting 

Thursday, May 3, 2012 
9:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Heriot Bay Inn 
Quadra Island, BC 

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting. If you have any 
questions or concerns you wish to raise with the committee or with BC 

Ferries, please contact the chair of the Ferry Advisory Committee  

in advance of the meeting.

Minutes of committee meetings are available on BC Ferries’ website: 
www.bcferries.com.

For more information please contact: 

Paul Ryan, Chair 
Campbell River-Quadra-Cortes Ferry Advisory Committee 

Phone (250) 285-3896 

Darin Guenette, Public Affairs Manager 
BC Ferries 

1-877-978-2385 or darin.guenette@bcferries.com 

Denman-Hornby 
Ferry Advisory Committee Meeting 

Monday, April 23, 2012 
3:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 
Denman Seniors Hall 
1111 Northwest Road 
Denman Island, BC 

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting. If you have any 
questions or concerns you wish to raise with the committee or with BC 

Ferries, please contact the chair of the Ferry Advisory Committee  

in advance of the meeting.

Minutes of committee meetings are available on BC Ferries’ website: 
www.bcferries.com.

For more information please contact: 

Tony Law, Chair 
Denman-Hornby Ferry Advisory Committee 

Phone (250) 335-1155 

Darin Guenette, Public Affairs Manager 
BC Ferries 

1-877-978-2385 or darin.guenette@bcferries.com 

Southern Gulf Islands 
Ferry Advisory Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, May 2, 2012 
9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Mary Winspear Community Cultural Centre 
2243 Beacon Avenue 

Sidney, BC 
Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting. If you have any 

questions or concerns you wish to raise with the committee or with BC 
Ferries, please contact the chair of the Ferry Advisory Committee  

in advance of the meeting.

Minutes of committee meetings are available on BC Ferries’ website: 
www.bcferries.com.

For more information please contact: 

Brian Hollingshead, Chair 
Southern Gulf Islands Ferry Advisory Committee 

Phone 604-421-5804 

Darin Guenette, Public Affairs Manager 
BC Ferries 

1-877-978-2385 or darin.guenette@bcferries.com 

Salt Spring Island 
Ferry Advisory Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, May 1, 2012 
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Harbour House Hotel 

121 Upper Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island , BC 

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting. If you have any 
questions or concerns you wish to raise with the committee or with BC 

Ferries, please contact the chair of the Ferry Advisory Committee  

in advance of the meeting.

Minutes of committee meetings are available on BC Ferries’ website: 
www.bcferries.com.

For more information please contact: 

Harold Swierenga, Chair 
Salt Spring Island Ferry Advisory Committee 

Phone 250-653-4950 

Darin Guenette, Public Affairs Manager 
BC Ferries 

1-877-978-2385 or darin.guenette@bcferries.com 



Young Poet 
Another innovative project to support local talent came to
Island Tides from Gulf Island locals Rowan Ferrie, age 5, and
musician Jesse Thom. They have created an online media piece
that is part improvised poetry, part musical soundscape.
According to Jesse, music and poetry lovers are responding
enthusiastically to the natural innocence they hear in the piece.
One listener said she sometimes listens to ‘this little poem before
I go to sleep, to know that there is so much beauty in the world.’
The track is a free download, but all donations offered will go to
help purchase art supplies for Rowan. You can listen to ‘Rowan’s
Poem’ at www.jessethom.bandcamp.com. 

Celebrating Fresh Food on Mayne

In early April on Mayne Island, almost 100 people celebrated
the Farm Gate Store’s one-year anniversary. The store is
currently operating with a temporary zoning permit, but owner-
operator Don McDougall is optimistic about the application for
permanent rezoning that is on the agenda for the next Trust
Committee meeting on April 25.

The store, at 568 Fernhill Road, is making truly local foods
available to the area. The store is also expanding the market for
local produce in other ways. Not only do they sell fresh shoots
from Christina’s Garden, they backhaul them to the Victoria
Market too. Other products go to the Medicine Beach Market
on Pender Island. Local products sold at Farm Gate include
lamb from the Campbells on Saturna Island, Galloping Goose
sausage from Metchosin, Salt Spring Island Cheese, and bottle-
milk from Avalon Dairy. Don and his wife Shanti also run
Deacon Vale Farm on Mayne, which supplies the store with
home-canned goods, eggs and more. 

The store has filled a niche for those seeking foods with a
small footprint. ‘We are finding visitors from the city who say
they don’t have to buy in the city anymore before coming to the
island. They say we have everything they need here,’ said Don.
Some even take meats back to the city, he explained, as they
can’t find the same products there. 

After one year of operations, Don says, ‘We feel good.’ It’s
safe to say his well-fed customers do too! 

Gabriola Health Care Update
Hammering and painting is progressing on Gabriola’s new
Community Health Centre, as the Health Care Auxiliary are
dreaming up ideas for next season’s activities.

The ‘Last Chance Look Through’, on April 28, 11am-2pm,
will be a community celebration and Gabriolans’ last chance to
have a look, before seeing it through patient eyes! The
Ambulance Society will host their Helicopter Pad Dedication
Ceremony on the same day.

Gabriola’s Health Care Auxiliary has joined the BC
Association of Health Care Auxiliaries for Hospitals and Rural
Clinics. It can now participate in educational programs and
build on relationships with VIHA, other provincial government
offices and health care professionals.

The association is also meeting with Island non-profit
organizations and businesses to see where interests can be
combined: volunteers and funding for the betterment of
community health care and services. Two Auxiliary members
are attending the BC Centre for Social Enterprise Workshop on
April 19.

On May 10, the auxiliary has received an Invitation to Tea
with the Lieutenant Governor at Government House in Victoria.
Hosted by the Victoria General Hospital Auxiliary, all VIHA
Auxiliaries are invited in honour of Health Care Auxiliary Day. 

For more information, email nevamore@shaw.ca or visit
www.ghcs.ca and click the ‘Auxiliary’ link. 

Discover the Difference
Interested in the life beneath the Salish Sea? Save your BC
Ferries promotional ticket-back for $2 off general admission at
the Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre in Sidney. If you still haven’t
been there, now might be a good time to go! Promotional tickets
are being distributed until April 30 (or while quantities last) 
on ferry travel purchased at Tsawwassen, Horseshoe Bay,
Swartz Bay or Departure Bay. The discount is valid until
September 30.0
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Saturday, April 21
GIFTS EyeLens Festival of Film, Video and Animation—
celebration of winning films produced by students at the Gulf
Islands Film & Television School; keynote speech by award-
winning documentary producer Bart Simpson • Oak Bay
High School Theatre, 2151 Cranmore Road • 1-5pm •
Tickets free by reservation: 250-539-5729, 1-800-813-9993
• Info: www.giftsfilms.com • VICTORIA

Saturday, April 21
Genetically Modified Foods Talk & Discussion–nutritionist,
writer & anti-GMO educator Debbie Bowman speaks on
GMOs in our food, presented by the Pender Islands Farmers
Institute • Everyone welcome • 11:30am, during the Farmers
Market • Community Hall • Info: www.dbowmannutrition.com,
www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, April 22
4th Annual Salt Spring Earth Day Festival—celebrate Earth

Day with live music, kids activities, food vendors,
free-cycling station; beach cleanup @ 11am;
keynote address by MP Elizabeth May @
12:30pm • All welcome • 10am-3pm •
Centennial Park, Ganges • Info:

ssearthday@telus.net • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday thru Monday, April 28 thru May 7
Crystal Journey—an all acoustic and improvised journey
through our solar system with 10 Paiste Planet Gongs, Quartz

Crystal Bowls, Vibraphone and Santoor;
bring a yoga mat or blanket to lie on •
Parksville, April 28: The Alchemists
Circle, 280 Pioneer Crescent; Nanaimo,
April 29: Unity Church, 2325 East
Wellington Road; Campbell River, May
1: Ocean Resort 4384 South Island
Hwy; Quadra, May 2: Quadra Island
Community Centre, 970 West Road;
Victoria, May 4 & 5:Church of Truth, 111
Superior Street; Mayne, May 6: Mayne

Island Community Centre; Salt Spring, May 7: Salt Spring
Centre of Yoga • Tickets at the door • Info & showtimes:
www.crystaljourney.ca • UP AND DOWN THE COAST

Saturday, April 28
Wyckham Porteous with The
Deadlights–this isn’t some folk, jazz,
Americana hillbilly hybrid - it’s just rock ‘n
roll! Presented by Mayne Island Music
Society • 8pm • Ag Hall •Tickets: $15 @
Home Hardware, Farm Gate Store, Happy Tides and at the
door • Info: www.mayneislandmusic.ca • MAYNE ISLAND

Friday, May 4
Connect Hearings’ Complimentary Hearing
Screening—drop in and have your hearing tested
for free; hosted by hearing professionals Gwen
Burton & Gregor Murphy • Pharmasave Drug

Store, Uptown Ganges • 9:30am–noon • Info:
250-537-4446, 250-245-8140 • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fridays & Saturdays,
May 4 & 5, 11 & 12
Mayne Island Little Theatre presents ‘The Clean
House’–comic drama by Sarah Ruhl, directed
by Carol Munro • 8pm • Ag Hall • Tickets: $12
@ the Trading Post and the door • Info: 250-
539-3497 • MAYNE ISLAND

Monday, May 7
Artcraft 2012—new exhibitors welcome,
registration deadline May 7; unique art and
fine craft by artisans and artists of the
Southern Gulf Islands • June 15-September
16: ArtCraft show & sale open 10am-5pm,
Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road • Info: 250-
537-0899, www.ssartscouncil.com,

info@ssartscouncil.com • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, May 11, 12 & 13
It’s Showtime—music from Broadway musicals, presented
by Pender Islands Choral Society with guests from Pender
Solstice Theatre Society • MAY 11 & 12: 7pm; MAY 13: 2pm
• Community Hall • Tickets: Adults $21, Youth 5-15 $6 @
Talisman Books & Gallery, Southridge Country Food Store,
Medicine Beach Market • PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, May 19
Mayne Island Conservancy’s 6th Annual May
Day Celebration—Morris Dancers, procession
to Miners Bay Park with drummers & singers,
Maypole, labyrinth for the May Queen’s
crowning, dancing & games, delicious
refreshments • Everyone welcome: elves, fairies
and others • Farmers’ Market • 1pm • Free •

Info: Helen O’Brian 250-539-5619 • MAYNE ISLAND

What’s On?
Single venue: $33.60 • $39.20 inc image | Multi-venue: $44.80 • $50.40 inc image

Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

Hornby Featured in UVic Research
A new documentary film featuring Hornby Island is now
available on YouTube. The video explores the many challenges
relating to food security and small-scale farming on Hornby,
challenges applicable to other BC islands. It also highlights
future initiatives relating to farming practices and local food
production in relation to resilience and sense of place.

Student groups in the Coastal Communities course at
University of Victoria were each responsible for creating a short
video relating to course themes. Andrew Picard, a third-year
geography student, said that his group members have a strong
interest in food security. Having previously visited Hornby, they
thought the island would be a perfect case study for their
research. Watch the seven-minute video online at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMsjy_YGpX8.

Music
The Deadlights are playing on Mayne Island on Saturday, April
28 (see What’s On, left), after a show at Pender Island’s Morning
Bay Winery on the Friday evening. The group is made up of
Wyckham Porteous, and acclaimed guitarist Paul Pigat, with
Mal Temple and Jas Ohlhauser. Both shows are expected to be
a rockin’ good time, so get your tickets while you still can!

Seen The Light
Steve Philips wrote from Galiano to share a tip for
discouraging otters from nesting under buildings (re:
Saturna Notes, Island Tides, April 5). He recommends
hanging a light bulb over the area of interest. ‘They hate the
lack of privacy and will move on,’ he says. ‘No simple barrier
will keep them out.’ Thanks Steve!

Supporting Youth Soccer
The BMO Team of the Week program is on again, providing
opportunities for youth soccer teams in Canada. Team of the
Week is dedicated to acknowledging youth soccer teams (age 7-
12) that display team pride, spirit, community commitment and
passion for the game. 

Until July 13, Canadian soccer coaches and parents can
nominate their favourite youth soccer team by logging on to
BMOsoccer.com and entering an essay, photos or video to
demonstrate why their team deserves to be the BMO Team of
the Week. 

Weekly winners will be announced starting on April 18 and
will receive $500, track suits and a gift to a local charity. The
Gabriola Wolves were selected as a winner last year. 

Will an Island team be chosen again?

Photo: Terrill Welch

Galvanized Trailers from $799   
BEST SELECTION & PRICES on the ISLAND with  

OVER 100 Trailers IN-STOCK! 

Over 225 New Boats! 

LOWRANCE 

ELITE 5  

DEPTH 
SOUNDER & 

CHARTPLOTTER CHARTPLOTTER

LIMITED QUANTITIES  
ONE PER CUSTOMER 

IN-STORE SHOPPING ONLY IN

GIANT  
TENT SALE! 
CLEARANCE & 
ONE-OF-A-KIND 

ITEMS at 
GARAGE SALE  

PRICES! 

FRI - SAT - SUN  APRIL 20 - 22FRI - SAT - SUN  APRIL 20 - 22
6771 OLDFIELD ROAD6771 OLDFIELD ROAD @ @ KEATING XROAD, VICTORIAKEATING XROAD, VICTORIA

TRAILER SALE
Galvanized Trailers from $799

BEST SELECTION & PRICES on the ISLAND with 
OVER 100 Trailers IN-STOCK!

(250) 652-6520   (250) 652-6520   
Toll Free 1-877-652-6979Toll Free 1-877-652-6979
www.sherwoodmarine.comwww.sherwoodmarine.com

CHECK OUT

FOR DETAILS!
sher

woo
dmarine

.com

DAILY DOOR CRASHERS!

DAILY DOOR PRIZES!DAILY DOOR PRIZES!

DAILY DOOR CRASHERS!

Round the Islands compiled by sara miles
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- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references. 

BBB, Licensed, Insured, 
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

250-474-7325

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER

COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

LANCE VAESEN

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

• WATERWELLS

• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Advisory services for
Water Wells

Aquifers
Groundwater

Hy-Geo Consulting

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

information@hy-geo.comFREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

steve Richards
250-629-6180/250-888-1303

toRCh-on MeMbRanes,
shingles, Metal Roofing,

CustoM flashing

Roofing RepaiRs &
new ConstRuCtion

MARINE 

TV/INTERNET
Shaw Cable—for local Shaw
promotions, products and services
for North and South Pender, Mayne
and Galiano Islands, contact Jay:
250-940-3972, shawpenderjay@shaw.ca,
please leave message.

PROPERTY
House for sale on a prime 0.5 acre
lot. This two-storey, 1200 sq ft house
awaits your plans. A charming
Mayne Island home or vacation
property for sale by owner. $269K.
Call 604-535-3495 for details.

HANDCRAFTS

HOME AND PROPERTY SERVICES

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Near Sidney &  Victoria
Mention this ad for discount

GSA 
AUTORENTALS.COM

250-629-3660
BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES

Ronald Besley 
& Sons Inc. 
Your one stop shop.

30 years experience–houses,
additions, renovations.
Licensed and insured. 
All work professionally

completed. 

Design, Drawings, Permits, Construction

Contact Ron for a friendly free estimate:

Salt Spring & BOAT access properties

rbesley@shaw.ca 
(250) 537-8885

Bea-utifu l
Quilt Designs

Bea McDowe ll 
will Cu stom Top St itch
you r qu ilt

250. 629.8337
cra zy.g ipsy@hotma il. com

Applications are invited for the
temporary contract position of
Early Childhood Educator (ECE)
for the Pender Islands Strong
Start BC outreach pilot project.
Please refer to the School
District #64 website at
http://www.sd64.bc.ca/staff.html
for further information. 

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

JOBS

ISLANDS BULLETIN BOARD

NEXT DEADLINE April 25 PHONE OR EMAIL Sara or Christa at 250-629-3660, islandtides@islandtides.com
WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ each  BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/inch+hst. COLOUR: $31.80/inch+hst DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-issue series

20
May 2, 1992
Pender Island

The new Pender Islands
Conservancy Association

holds its first Annual
General Meeting. A draft
constitution is worded and

an interim Board of
Directors appointed.   

years ago in

10
April 25, 2002
Gambier Island

The Islands Trust pilots the
Natural Area Protection
Tax Incentive (NAPTEP),
issuing tax exemptions to
landowners who place

conservation covenants to
protect natural, historical
and recreational features

of their property.    

years ago in

Thanking Our Retiring Fire Chief
On March 29, a big event for our community was the Appreciation Pot
Luck Dinner held for our retiring Fire Chief John Wiznuk. John has
dedication and loyalty and has set the bar high in the fire department.
Another thing I appreciate about John is that he looks below the everyday
bustle of community and appreciates the effort and goodwill of fellow
Islanders. 

In his speech, he said he
has been proud to serve
with all the remarkable
people who have been and
are volunteer firefighters
and with all the other
groups that support their
efforts. ‘If I have done any
good here, it is because we
have all worked together for
the common goal of fire
and life safety on our
Island. I offer my heartfelt
thanks,’ he said. Gathering
from the applause, and the

number of Islanders who came, food in hand, I would say that John could
see that he is indeed a man who has done much good for his home Island.

A quiet man with quick, droll humour John can be with boisterous
firefighters and lead them well when the time comes for action in a serious
situation. He has a clear appreciation for efficient team work. Well-
practiced routines coming smoothly together under the pressure and
uncertainty of the moment has been a noted feature of his stint as fire chief.  

Our fire department works with the ambulance emergency care team,
and fire department members are often at the scene of critical changes in
their neighbour’s lives that call as much for compassion as they do for fire
and first responder training.  

Since the Saturna Fire Department was formed after an Islander died
in a fire, we have had three fire chiefs: Alfred Reynolds, Terry Danyliw and
John Wiznuk. We have gone from four volunteers to 20, from a 1950s
Dodge firetruck that an Islander got from the Surrey Fire Department to
several trucks and gear, and from funding raised by twice-yearly Pig BBQ’s
to inclusion on the tax rolls. 

During John’s tenure, Saturna’s Volunteer Fire Department has grown
more complex. John rose to the challenge of more regulation, more
equipment, new buildings and a need to communicate effectively with
many levels of local and government infrastructure, including Parks
Canada.

Saturna Community is very fortunate that longtime firefighter and first
responder, Brent Sohier will take over as Acting Fire Chief. Brent has much
to offer in his new position. 0
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FIRE CHIEF JOHN WIZNUK RETIRES

Life on an island is largely defined
by its ferry service. This
phenomenon received much

attention during last year’s BC Ferry Act
Review, but now there is a book that
recounts the rituals of everyday life lived
along BC Ferries routes. 
Ferry Tales, written and researched

by Royal Roads professor Philip Vannini,
is based on three years of fieldwork, 250
ferry trips, and 400 interviews in three
dozen island and coastal communities
throughout coastal BC. The book and
accompanying website tell stories of
mobility, and the sense of place and time
from Alert Bay south to Victoria, and all
terminals in between. 

When he began his research, Philip

connected with ferry
riders through Island
Tides, so the book
brings out both local
and academic views. 

Philip says ‘many
people up and down
the coast donated
their time to make this project happen,’
so he is donating book royalties to two
non-profits on Gabriola Island that help
children’s programs and people in need.  

The website, www.ferryresearch.ca,
has a lot of great content to complement
the book, and hardcopies are available
from www.routledge.com. 
Ferry Tales (2012), Routledge

Innovative Ethnography series, $29.95. 0

Ferry tales are real

beyond the research and project
development among partners, moving it
more irrevocably in the direction of buying
the F-35s. For example, it was that
document that made it clear that, even
though Canada was a partner in the
development of the Lockheed Martin F-
35, no contracts to Canadian aerospace
industries would be awarded unless
Canada also purchased the planes.
Amazingly, the AG found that Public
Works never saw the 2006 MOU until
December 2009.

Since the report came out, the Prime
Minister has claimed that this was all
normal. No money has been spent yet, he
says, although $330 million is certainly
serious money and it has been spent. Peter
MacKay and junior Defence Minister
Julian Fantino have back-tracked and
tried to claim they never said that
contracts had been signed for the 65
F–35s, although there are numerous
public references to the contract, including
Peter MacKay referring to the wording of
the ‘$9 billion contract’ in answer to

Ignatieff in Question Period.
The essence of the AG report is not, as

MacKay now claims, that the AG found a
novel way to add up the costs of the jets.
The essence of the report is that Canadians
were lied to for years. Parliament was
misled. And the whole F-35 project, from
2006 onwards, was typified by a litany of
rogue decision-making. 

What we need to know is how it
happened that two departments
suspended judgement, cut corners, and
violated process. One theory is that Public
Works and DND were independently
willing to abandon normal procurement
rules. More likely, the orders came from
the one in control of all departments: the
Prime Minister who wants to remake
Canada as a warrior nation. 0

Elizabeth May’s previous article on this
topic, ‘Why is Canada spending $16
billion on fighter jets?’, appeared in
Island Tides,  August 5, 2010 edition.
The single article reprint is at:
www.islandtides.com/assets/reprint
MayCommentAug5FighterJets.pdf.

JETS from page 2
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SUPPORT THE NEWSUPPORT THE NEWSS !!
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• make a good contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

Voluntary Subscriptions help 
keep all this great news coming!
If you already receive Island Tides in your mailbox, 
pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from

Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support by mailing a voluntary subscription of 

$25 + $3 HST = $28 
or amount of your choice to: 

Box 55, Pender Island, BC  V0N 2M0
(Or call with your VISA/MasterCard: 250-629-3660)

Thank You
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who have sent
voluntary subscriptions and extra donations. Keep those
lovely phone calls, cards, letters and emails coming, too.

We paste them all in our scrapbooks!

UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

Buying, Selling or Renting on the Gulf Islands?
www.docksiderealty.ca

 TOLL FREE: 1-866-629-3166

 
 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES CENTRES
Locations across B.C. Visit one near you. 
WorkBCCentres.ca  1.800.663.7867  TDD: 1.800.661.8773

Looking for work? We can help.
Get the training and support you need to find and keep a job in B.C.
Job search resources • Personal employment planning • Workshops and training • Specialized services

The Employment Program of British Columbia is funded by the 
Government of Canada and the Province of British Columbia. 

250-629-3005
DRIFTWOOD CTR, PENDER ISLAND

Full Service Garage 
Licensed Mechanics

Government Inspections
Automotive Parts & Accessories

Dog Licenses
Hot Coffee • Lotto • ATM • DVDs
Fishing Gear, Licenses & Bait

9100 East Saanich Rd 
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

10940 West Saanich Rd
North Saanich
250-656-2547

www.deepcovemarket.com

www.saltspringtourism.com

Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce

121 Lower Ganges Rd

1578 Joan Avenue, Crofton 
250-246-1977

Ocean Soul Book Caffé 
◆ New & Used

Books
◆ Wi-Fi Access
◆ Open 6 a.m.  

gaylenewellman@yahoo.ca
www.oceansoulbooks.com

From time to time, it is instructive and
interesting to get back to basics. In this
case, we are talking about basic bread.

Leavened bread, as we know it, has been
around some 4,000 years. The Greeks claim to
be the first to have discovered the leavening
properties of yeast and the Ptolemaic
Egyptians the first to marry beer-brewing with
breadmaking, and the first to invent
the classic beehive brick oven. 

Viable caches of entombed
Egyptian wheat have been
discovered and germinated by
archaeologists, samples of
dried beer and bread have been
unearthed, and we have
pictographs of the processes.
What did they taste like? 

Scottish Breweries recently
released a special Egyptian Beer they claim
was made from descendants of the original
spelt wheat. Malted and brewed by hand, it
sold well. What about the bread? Can we make
a reasonable facsimile that Plato or Cleopatra
would appreciate, should they happen by?

First, the process. In a nutshell, wheat
grains (berries) contain long strands of starch
which in turn are composed of shorter
molecules of sugar made up of carbon dioxide
and water minus a little bit of oxygen. The
grains also contain proteins, two of which,
gliadin and glutenin, can be encouraged to
mate and form gluten, that long stringy mess
which gives bread dough its stickiness. There
are also a host of vitamins and oils in the wheat
germ. 

If you mix wheat or wheat flour with water
it will absorb the water and the dry starch will
begin to uncurl. If you knead this dough the
gliadin and glutenin will hold hands and you

will have created a very sticky mess. Bread is
leavened by the action of yeast living on the
sugars in the dough and producing carbon
dioxide gas which becomes entangled in the
sticky mess. The action of baking causes the
carbon dioxide to expand into bigger bubbles
which are then trapped in the dough as it is
baked into bread. Neat, eh!

There are zillions of wild yeasts in
the world but only a very few have
developed the ability to live off
natural sugars. Most of these are
found on fruit. Wheat berries
carry natural strains of yeast.
They also carry a few rare
bacteria that also live off the
sugars producing lactic acid

instead of carbon dioxide. The lactic
acid is sour tasting, so bread made

from wild yeasts and bacteria have a distinct
sourdough taste. 

Just where and when the Egyptians located
their brewers yeast for beermaking is a
mystery, but acting alone the brewers yeast
does not produce lactic acid and therefore
makes a sweeter bread. Curiously,
Fleischman’s yeast is fortified with ascorbic
acid (vitamin C) but not enough to make
soured dough. 

Experiment #1
I sent my wife to locate a bag of fresh organic
spelt berries (no chemicals or processing
allowed). I scooped up a cup of berries, placed
them in a clay jar (for aesthetic verisimilitude),
added a little well water and placed them in the
oven where a pilot light keeps it very cosy. 

On Day 2 the grains had absorbed most of
the water and appeared quite soft, so I mashed
them in a pestle and mortar, added a scoop of
whole wheat flour, more water, mixed and

Topping /Thinning
Pruning

250.668.2186

Tree Removal

Arborist by Boat 
John Racine

Lot Clearing

Ship To Shore

Tree Service
Island-to-Island

Primordial Bread – Brian Crumblehulme

returned the mess to the oven. On Days 3 and
4, I added more flour and water. By Day 5, the
whole mess took on a distinctly sour note with
composty overtones so I threw it out.

Experiment #2
Days 1-4 were identical with the above, except
that this mess took on a yeasty nutty aroma. On
Day 5, my dough was rising!
Halfway through this day, I turned the sticky
mess onto the bread board, added extra flour,
a pinch of salt and kneaded away for several
minutes until it turned very soft, indicating I
had lots of gluten. 

On Day 6, I baked my bread. I shaped the
dough into round farmhouse-type loaves and
baked them at 475° for about 35 minutes until
they were crusty and rough-textured. 

They were very light with a soft crumb and
a distinct nutty flavour. They were also quite
sour, which I liked but my wife was not so keen
about. 

We opened a bottle of Cabernet/Merlot and
ate a warm loaf for dinner with lentil soup and
sour cream, and experienced visions of
Socrates and Aristophanes walking in any
minute, bantering as they joined us. 0
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Springtime means getting outside and playing on our Island shores,
beachcombing and finding critters with which to commune, like tiny crabs.

‘… we
experienced visions

of Socrates and
Aristophanes walking

in any minute…’

§§


