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Coming up! Mayne Island’s annual May Day, a community celebration with all the traditional trimmings and a modern look too (What’s On? page 6 for date and details).

National Energy Board restricts pipeline topics and participants for Line 9 review
Rules are changing, and fast. Faced with yet another pipeline
application, the National Energy Board has taken steps to
restrict the issues to be discussed in public hearings, and has
also moved to control just who can participate.
The new environmental review is for an existing Enbridge
pipeline, Line 9, which runs between Sarnia, Ontario and
Montreal. Enbridge has applied for National Energy Board
(NEB) permission to reverse part of the line and increase the
capacity of the entire line to allow it to be used to transport
‘heavy crude’ from Sarnia to Montreal (read also related article,
Pipelines To The East, page 9) .
Enbridge might be viewing this proposal as a potential
alternative to other Enbridge schemes to transport tar sands
diluted bitumen to the US or to the west coast for export to

California and Asia.
The NEB has made it clear that the hearing panel will accept
only presentations on a limited range of issues. It has specifically
excluded issues related to the development of the tar sands, or
the end use of the oil to be transported, or the environmental
effects of using the oil.
In a reversal of the standard hearing process, the NEB will
now screen and approve participants. The NEB is also
approving individuals who are permitted to write letters to the
hearing panel.
Applicants for ‘participation rights’ must have completed
and submitted, by April 19, the 10-page form which was made
available on April 5. The form must also be submitted to
Enbridge and its lawyers. The form notes ‘your mere opposition

to or support for the Project will not be enough’.
Applicants must explain how they are ‘directly affected’ by
the proposed project, and how they have ‘relevant information
or expertise’. You must specify in detail your expertise, sources
and qualification to speak. Finally you are asked what would be
your method or level of participation: as a Commentor (you can
write a letter, but you can’t ask questions), an Intervenor (you
can ask questions, but others can ask you questions as well), or
a Government Intervenor (you can ask questions, but nobody
can ask you questions).
It is clear that the NEB does not intend to have a set of public
hearings like the Northern Gateway ones. 0
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SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre
Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre
Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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Planning a boat festival - Wendy Gardner

AT POINT ATKINSON
APRIL/MAY

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

24
WE

0337
1027
1704
2234

14.1
3.9
13.8
8.5

4.3
1.2
4.2
2.6

2
TH

0542
1004
1648

9.5
11.2
4.6

2.9
3.4
1.4

THU

25

0410
1106
1754
2319

14.4
3.0
14.4
9.2

4.4
0.9
4.4
2.8

FR

3

0013
0654
1144
1755

14.8
8.5
10.8
5.9

4.5
2.6
3.3
1.8

26
FR

0445
1146
1844

14.4
2.0
14.8

4.4
0.6
4.5

4

0101
0751
1322
1904

14.8
7.2
11.2
6.9

4.5
2.2
3.4
2.1

27
SA

0006
0522
1228
1937

9.5
14.4
1.3
15.1

2.9
4.4
0.4
4.6

SU

5

0144
0838
1444
2011

14.4
5.9
11.8
7.9

4.4
1.8
3.6
2.4

28
SU

0057
0602
1313
2032

10.2
14.4
1.3
15.1

3.1
4.4
0.4
4.6

6
MO

0223
0919
1550
2110

14.4
4.9
12.5
8.5

4.4
1.5
3.8
2.6

29
MO

0155
0647
1401
2128

10.5
13.8
1.6
15.1

3.2
4.2
0.5
4.6

7
TU

0259
0956
1644
2203

14.1
4.3
13.1
9.2

4.3
1.3
4.0
2.8

30
TU

0302
0739
14521
2225

10.5
13.1
2.3
15.1

3.2
4.0
0.7
4.6

WE

8

0333
1032
1731
2250

13.8
3.6
13.8
9.5

4.2
1.1
4.2
2.9

1
WE

0420
0842
1548
2320

10.2
12.1
3.3
15.1

3.1
3.7
1.0
4.6

9
THU

0405
1107
1814
2334

13.8
3.3
14.1
9.8

4.2
1.0
4.3
3.0

SA

FULL MOON THURSDAY, APRIL 25
ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
APRIL/MAY
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

24
WE

0301
0945
1654
2144

10.2
3.0
9.5
6.9

3.1
0.9
2.9
2.1

2
TH

0536
0859
1605

7.5
8.2
3.0

2.3
2.5
0.9

THU

25

0327
1020
1748
2231

10.2
2.0
10.2
7.5

3.1
0.6
3.1
2.3

FR

3

0002
0643
1053
1709

10.8
6.6
7.5
3.9

3.3
2.0
2.3
1.2

26
FR

0356
1059
1841
2321

10.5
1.3
10.5
7.9

3.2
0.4
3.2
2.4

SA

4

0044
0733
1251
1816

10.8
5.6
7.5
4.9

3.3
1.7
2.3
1.5

27
SA

0429
1142
1936

10.5
0.7
10.8

3.2
0.2
3.3

SU

5

0121
0813
1427
1920

10.5
4.6
8.2
5.9

3.2
1.4
2.5
1.8

28
SU

0016
0506
1228
2032

8.5
10.5
0.7
10.8

2.6
3.2
0.2
3.3

6
MO

0154
0849
1540
2020

10.2
3.6
8.9
6.6

3.1
1.1
2.7
2.0

29
MO

0122
0548
1318
2128

8.5
10.2
1.0
11.2

2.6
3.1
0.3
3.4

7
TU

0223
0922
1639
2115

10.2
3.0
9.2
7.2

3.1
0.9
2.8
2.2

30
TU

0241
0636
1410
2223

8.5
9.5
1.3
11.2

2.6
2.9
0.4
3.4

8
WE

0250
0954
1729
2208

9.8
2.6
9.8
7.5

3.0
0.8
3.0
2.3

1

0411
0736
1506
2314

8.2
8.9
2.3
10.8

2.5
2.7
0.7
3.3

THU

9

0316
1025
1814
2259

9.8
2.3
10.2
8.2

3.0
0.7
3.1
2.5

WE

FULL MOON THURSDAY, APRIL 25
ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

What to give off-Island relatives?
Give them a mail subscription to

!

0 Unique provincial & national political coverage
0 Provocative readers’ letters
0 Gulf Islands news & views

25 editions: $55
Call 250.629.3660 with Visa or MC
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Planning a boat festival in the Centre for Innovation and Peace’s new space at Hope Bay.
There is excitement brewing at ŦELÁṈET Centre for
Innovation and Peace, located at Hope Bay on Pender Island.
Keen boater Peter Binner set the idea for a boat festival afloat
and now Peter and fellow enthusiast Jack Ferguson are the
driving forces.
The restored Historic Hope Bay Store’s tenants, friends and
neighbours are collaborating to create Hope Bay Boat Days &
Music Festival, scheduled for June 29 and 30 this year. A kickoff meeting was held April 3 and, although there was little
advance notice, Derek Masselink, Lester Quitzau, Mae Moore,
Luke Ramsey, Katja Berninger-Dobie, Lauren Everall, Denny
Goertz, Peter Binner, Sam Boyte, and I joined Peter and Jack
to get the oars in the water, so to speak.
Hope Bay looks out across Plumper Sound at Mayne and
Saturna Islands.The famous Saturna Island Canada Day Lamb
BBQ takes place on Canada Day, a Monday this year. Holding
the boat show and music festival on Saturday and Sunday, June
29 and 30 on North Pender draws extra interest to the Southern

Gulf Islands for that long weekend.
Cognizant of time limitations and challenges, the meeting
mood was positive and charged with enthusiasm. Mae and
Derek were excited to announce the first committed musical
act; Lydia Hol is a talented young artist with an acclaimed
recent album Boats.
ŦELÁṈET’s director Derek Masselink talks of ‘an annual
intimate, creative, location-specific, boutique-style, festival
showcasing musical acts and beautiful handmade wooden
watercraft in Hope Bay.’ The festival is part of the ‘Plump Up
the Sound’ programme, designed to enhance the ‘visibility,
viability and villageability of communities and peoples around
the Salish Sea’s Plumper Sound.’
With a long list of things to be done to make the event
successful, work categories have been decided and hosts
assigned. If you can help, call Derek 250-588-9009 or check
out www.hopebayfestival.com for more information. 0

199 Northern Gateway conditions set by NEB - Patrick Brown

T

he National Energy Board panel that has been holding
hearings on the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway
pipeline has released a list of ‘potential conditions’ that
might form part of any decision on the pipeline, should it be
approved.
The hearings on this project are not yet completed, and
comments may yet be made on these proposed conditions until
May 31, 2013. But in any event, the final decision is not up to
the NEB, but to the federal cabinet.
These ‘potential conditions’ might be interpreted as an
indication that the NEB panel is still doing its job, despite no
longer having any authority.
There are 199 conditions, covering everything from the
organization of the project to specific requirements for the oil
pipeline, the condensate pipeline, the Kitimat Terminal, and
the project as a whole.
Condition Nº1 is that ‘Northern Gateway Pipelines Inc must
comply with all of the conditions contained in this
[Certificate/Order] unless the National Energy Board otherwise
directs’.
Condition Nº199 says,’ Unless the NEB otherwise directs
prior to 31 December 2016, this Certificate shall expire on 31
December 2016, unless construction of the pipeline and Kitimat
Terminal has commenced by that date.’

Marine ‘Voluntary Commitments’
In between these two requirements, other notable conditions
are:
Nº5 requires that no laden oil or condensate tanker shall
unload or load at Kitimat Terminal until Northern Gateway has
implemented or caused to be implemented all of its voluntary

commitments related to marine tanker traffic and enhanced oil
spill response associated with the Project (Marine Voluntary
Commitments)…including the TERMPOL Review Process
report…include, but are not limited to: (There follows a
comprehensive list of requirements for tankers, tugs, and oil
spill response, including ‘the establishment of a Transport
Canada-certified Response Organization with a 36,000 cubic
metre response capability that can be at the site of a spill in the
confined channel assessment area within 6 to 12 hours, and at
the site of a spill in the open water area within 6 to 12 hours plus
travel time’); and other oil spill requirements.
Nº22 requires a Marine Environmental Effects Monitoring
Program; Nº47 & 74 call for Marine Mammal Protection Plans;
reporting under Nº146 and Nº186; further reporting
requirements are found under Nº126; Nº132 deals with a
Marine Habitat Compensation Plan; Nº164 with Enhanced
Marine Spill Monitoring; Nº165 with a Research Program on
the behaviour and cleanup of heavy oil; Nº176 covers
availability of oil spill model results for emergency staff; final
report under Nº182.

The Range Of Requirements
Nº13–15 require a Pipeline Environmental Effects Monitoring
Program;
Nº25 requires that the NEB be notified within 14 days after
making application for a Labour Market Opinion preliminary
to the use of Temporary Foreign Workers;
Nº29–37 deal with adequacy of pipe specifications and
welds;
Nº38, and Nº48–52 deal with operation of a Fisheries
Liaison Committee;
Nº53 covers the operation of a Socio-Economic Effects
Monitoring Plan;
Nº43–46, 54-57, with First Nations Traditional Land Uses;
Nº65-70 deal with caribou habitat; a plan for residual
impacts under Nº148–150; reports under Nº183-184;
Nº83-84 with watercourse crossing design;
Nº94-97 for post-AD 1846 Culturally Modified Trees;
Nº101-104 cover rare plants and rare ecological
communities;
Nº118-119 deal with landowner consultations and
complaints;
Nº127-129 deal with emergency preparedness and oil spills
on land and water; Nº168 with Emergency Response Training
CONDITIONS, please turn to page 11

Wild Salmon Economy
Twyla Roscovitch

The Economy is generally the central theme
around elections, which is why I wonder why
nobody talks about the thousands of jobs the
wild salmon economy creates—sports fishing,
tourism etc. Maybe it’s because we’ve
forgotten about the bounty of wealth the wild
salmon used to bring to the coast, the billions
of dollars that pour into the province when
they return in full force.
Proponents of salmon farming cite the
number of jobs that industry creates, but they
neglect to mention the immense economic
drain the industry is having on BC.
A decline in our wild salmon began at the
same time the farms appeared in narrow,
shallow channels of the wild salmon migration
routes and the onset of major disease
outbreaks in these fish feedlots. For several
years, the science has been out on the impacts
of sealice. However, the more recent discovery
of several serious viruses in BC salmon helps
to further explain the ‘mysterious decline’ of
our wild salmon.
BC farm salmon are now testing positive for
three serious European viruses—the Infectious
Salmon Anemia virus (European strain ISAv),
Piscine Reovirus and Salmon Alpha virus.
ISAv, the deadliest salmon virus worldwide, is
an internationally reportable virus that closes
borders.
Government is doing back-flips to come up
with creative ways to deny the multiple positive
test results for ISAv in BC salmon from various
labs. It’s easy to see the reason why: the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency testified at
the Cohen Commission that if ISAv is
confirmed in BC it will close the border to the
trade of farmed salmon.

As government protects corporate trade
interests, our wild salmon bear the cost, yet
again. By denying the existence of European
viruses and allowing these feedlots to pour
pathogens into the migration routes of the wild
salmon, we are effectively killing our wild
salmon economy. It’s a bad trade and it makes
no economic sense.
Besides losing our wild salmon economy,
Canadians pay for this industry in many ways.
When fish farmers are ordered to cull their
diseased salmon, they are eligible for
government compensation for the market
value of those fish, including the costs related
to the destruction and disposal of the fish. On
the east coast of Canada, Cooke Aquaculture
received over $100 million in government
compensation for their ISAv outbreaks. This
virus was not a problem before salmon
farming. ISAv was a benign virus that mutated
into a deadly form once it got into a crowded
feedlot situation. Taxpayers pay for the deadly
viral strains that the salmon farming industry
is creating. Here in BC, we are also paying
market value compensation to farms for their
disease outbreaks. However we don’t know
how much as the public doesn’t have access to
figures. It’s an example of public wealth being
transferred into the hands of private
corporations.
Ninety-eight percent of BC salmon feedlot
industry is owned by three Norwegian
multinational companies, while the wild
salmon economy is comprised of hundreds of
small businesses like saltwater and freshwater
fishing charters, lodges, commercial fishing
ventures, value-added salmon processing, first
SALMON ECONOMY, please turn to page 9

New technology helps
heart patients at a distance
Accessing health care services from rural areas can be timeconsuming, expensive and stressful. A recent investment by
Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) will now make it
possible for cardiac patients to access follow-up care without
leaving their home community.
The TeleCardiology program already uses video
conferencing telehealth technology. Digital stethoscopes are
now being added to the telehealth service, so cardiac and
internal medicine specialists in Nanaimo, Campbell River and
Victoria can listen to the heartbeat of patients remotely.
‘TeleCardiology is a wonderful program for heart patients
who reside in Vancouver Island communities that are a
significant distance from cardiac specialists located at our larger
acute care facilities,’ said Don Hubbard, VIHA Board Chair.
‘The addition of these digital stethoscopes allows cardiologists
to provide heart patients with specialized follow-up cardiac care
closer to their patients’ homes which in turn, improves their
quality of life.’
BC’s health authorities partnered to purchase the digital
stethoscopes to ensure that all TeleCardiology programs across
the province have compatible equipment. VIHA is the first to
roll out the program using the digital stethoscopes.
‘TeleCardiology enhances the collaborative approach to
delivering cardiac care to the patient,’ said Dr Elizabeth
Swiggum, a Victoria-based cardiologist. ‘It is like having the
patient sitting next to you.’
VIHA has made significant investments in telehealth and is
recognized as a leader in delivering telehealth programs to
support better health outcomes for our patients. Currently, 14
VIHA programs provide telehealth services in 17 communities
at 41 different sites. Over 7,700 telehealth consults have taken
place since the inception of the telehealth program in 2007.
VIHA estimates that over two million kilometres of travel and
close to a million kilograms of greenhouse gas emissions across
Vancouver Island have been reduced since the inception of the
telehealth program.
VIHA acquired the digital stethoscopes with funding
provided by Canada Health Infoway, the federally funded
organization investing in electronic health record systems with
the provinces and territories. 0
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LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Mary Patricia
Guenette of Calgary, Alberta,
intends to make application to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Service
Centre
for
a
Speciﬁc
Permission
for
Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located at Pender
Island in the vicinity of Shingle
Bay.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414077.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux
Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 31, 2013.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the FOI Advisor at the Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
ofﬁce.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Roger Proctor
of Pender Island, BC, intends
to make application to Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource
Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Service
Centre
for
a
Speciﬁc
Permission
for
Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located at Pender
Island in the vicinity of Stanley
Point.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414074.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux
Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 31, 2013.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the FOI Advisor at the Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
ofﬁce.
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Call Christa: 250.629.3660
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve
parkscanada.gc.ca

Réserve de parc national
des Îles-Gulf
parcscanada.gc.ca

Parks Canada invites you to comment on the recently prepared draft
management plan for the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve.
Obtain a copy of the draft plan and share your comments from
April 29 to June 9, 2013, at www.parkscanada.gc.ca/gulf,
by e-mail at gulf.islands@pc.gc.ca, by telephone at 250-654-4000,
or attend one of the following public meetings:
Saturna Island Recreation & Cultural Centre, Saturday, May 11, 11 am,2 pm
Sidney,Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Ave., Thursday, May 23, 7,10 pm
Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, Saturday, May 25, 12 ,3 pm
Pender Island Community Hall, Sunday, May 26, 11 am,2 pm

Meetings will open with a short presentation followed by a question and
answer period and an opportunity for discussion with park reserve staff.

Parcs Canada vous invite à formuler vos commentaires concernant la
récente ébauche du plan directeur de la

Réserve de parc national des Îles-Gulf.
+*)('(&%$'(%#"! (%(%*$#(%$%!'%()%"$(&%"%#"(') (%
du 29 avril au 9 juin 2013, à www.parcscanada.gc.ca/gulf, par courriel
à gulf.islands@pc.gc.ca, par téléphone au 250-654-4000,
"$% )(&%%$'(%(%'#(%!$* $(%$ ')(%
(')(%#$)$(%()%#) %(%(% )$' %(%( % mai, de 11 h à 14 h
Sidney , Centre Mary Winspear, 2243, ave. Beacon, le jeudi 23 mai, de 19 h à 22 h
(% #"(%(%(%'( %(%( % mai, de 12 h à 15 h
(%#"$'$) (%(%(%('( %(% '#(% mai, de 11 h à 14 h

Les séances commenceront !%$'(%#"$)(%!((')) "'%$  (%$'(%! "(%(%
$() "'%()%$'(%"## "'%(% #$)(%(#%(%!("''(%(%%((%(%!#%%

Did you appreciate this article? Help us afford the news!
Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com
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www.islandtides.com
Re: Editorial: Election Fever (Apr 11)
Dear Editor:
You say It’s ‘not either/or—it’s multi-faceted’. Really? On May
15, it’s crucial that we choose the Somebody who’ll best serve
our riding and our province.
Saanich North & The Islands needs: Somebody in Victoria
who’s green. Somebody who knows the green-washed
‘greenback’ economy, and how to re-build it real green.
Somebody from the party that most likely will form the
government. That Somebody is Gary Holman.
He’s greener than Green. Check his record. He’s an
economist, tooled up and ready to help build a solid, fair and
sustainable economy. He’s a candidate for the NDP, the party
most likely to govern us.
But he’s no slam-dunk. He missed winning last time by 260
votes. However…. Ever since grassroots NDPers spontaneously
cooperated in droves to get Elizabeth May elected federally,
there’s been lots of talk about cooperation. (MPs Cullen, May,
Murray, Island Tides, Apr 11 ‘Lead Now poll reveals Canadian
will for cooperation’).
No better place to co-operate again than Saanich North &
The Islands. In this election, the Greens get to cooperate.
Progressives will win if we don’t split the vote. Only cooperation
can ensure that a progressive, green candidate wins.
If you really think co-operation is a good thing, do it. Because
it really does come down to ‘either/or’.
Gary Coward, Galiano Island

Inter-Island Travel Make Easier
Dear Editor:
I was excited to find out on my last visit to my parents’ house
on Pender from my home on Galiano that BC Ferries has begun
implementing discounts for inter-island travel in the Southern
Gulf Islands if you use your experience card. My husband and
I saved $2 each on our passenger fares.
I understand that there are significant savings for bringing
vehicles too, I can’t find anything about this change on the BC
Ferries website, but discovered it from our helpful Galiano ferry
booth attendant. I wonder if you would share the good news
with your readers? I think it’s a wonderful change and hope it
encourages more inter-island visits!
Kate Emmings, Galiano Island

Afraid Of Fiscal Oversight
Dear Editor:
I have learned that Kevin Page, Canada’s first federal
Parliamentary Budget Officer, has temporarily been replaced,
and the procedure for finding a replacement has not been
revealed.
Not even the members of Parliament know the names of
those people who are to sit on a committee to replace Mr Page.
What is more, the committee will not be permitted to hear Mr
Page’s testimony! It would not be wrong to suspect that our
www.islandtides.com

Readers’ Letters
federal government is trying to dismantle the Parliamentary
Budget Office, which is quite ironic, given that it was the Harper
government that created it in the first place! Mr Harper is
proving to Canadians that his government can’t stand up to real
fiscal oversight.
Fran Rose, Pender Island

Slow Down The Race
Dear Editor:
I keep hearing from our politicians how urgent it is , how we
need, as quickly as possible, to get greater and greater amounts
of tar sand oil shipped to foreign markets or... what? We will all
be living in abject poverty? Our economy will suffer total
collapse?
Or, I’m beginning to wonder, is this urgency because the
already obscenely wealthy oil companies and their government
cohorts will not be able to cash in fully on this unsustainable
resource before, God forbid, someone comes up with a greener
alternative?
I think it’s time we all just slowed down.
Mary Ann McDonald, Gabriola Island

BC Ambulance
Madame Premier:
With only a few days to go before the election writ is dropped,
and with the possibility that your party may not form the next
government, may I suggest that you act immediately to call for
a Royal Commission to investigate the performance of the BC
Ambulance Service.
Here’s why:
• On average between 7,500 and 7,800 people die in BC each
year outside of hospitals (Source: BC Coroner Service); outsideof-hospital medical care is the domain of the BC Ambulance
Service.
• One ER physician I spoke to recently estimates that
perhaps over 50% of the indicated deaths are from ‘clinically
treatable conditions’, in other words, over 50% the indicated
fatalities might have been prevented had they been treated in
time, that is over 3,700 men, women and children each year!
• Long standing international trauma death statistics show
that up to 55% of fatalities involve ‘clinically treatable
conditions’. One domestic study showed a 45% potential salvage
rate. Either way, many hundreds of treatable patients are dying
needlessly from completely treatable conditions in BC.
• The facts: In BC we have: extreme distances, extreme
topography, many remote villages inland and on the coast,
extensive use of BASIC Life Support ‘part-time’ attendants
(2,100), extremely low numbers of Advanced Life Support
Paramedics (199 for the entire province), virtually complete lack
of use of 4x4 ambulances (almost all of BCAS 4x2 ambulances
only have all season tires!), lack of use of ‘clot busting drugs’ (to
treat stroke and heart attack), lack of use of rapid response,
doctor-staffed, EMS helicopters, lack of use of ‘fast response
Doctor cars’ in urban area, lack of use of universal donor whole
blood prehospital, lack of use of family practice doctors for local
accidents/emergencies, and finally; existing legislation which
makes it illegal for any fire department (and nonprofit service
provider organizations) from augmenting BCAS operations
with full spectrum EMS / ambulances services; all these facts
indicate, that it is a virtual certainty, that many hundreds, in my
estimation, somewhere between 800 and 1,000, British
Columbians, die each year needlessly from completely treatable
conditions. FYI, all of the above indicated capabilities have been
in use in other jurisdictions for many decades – so why not in
BC?
As mentioned, since the possibility exists that you may not
be Premier much longer, and I am sure you wish to leave a safer
better future for all British Columbians as your personal legacy,
I urge you to please stand up a Royal Commission to investigate
my claims; if I am wrong, at least British Columbians will know
it, if I am right, we have the potential to start saving these many
thousands of British Columbians each year (that are dying
currently from completely treatable conditions).
I can’t think of a better, more noble legacy for any politician
to leave to the children of British Columbia; please act while you
still can Madame Premier, with a stroke of your pen, you can
save thousands of lives, who knows, your actions today, may
end up saving the life of someone you know and love.
What I ask should not be influenced by partisan politics,
please do the right thing and act while you still can.
Hans Dysarsz, Delta

More About Carbon Credit, Please
Dear Editor:
I’m a fan of Patrick Brown. His article on the business of carbon
credits reminds me why.
It’s a great article. Rather, it’s a great start. Will there be
more? Ex-Auditor John Doyle’s exposé of the carbon credit
scam tells us that wherever big money collects, big corporations
and big governments gather eagerly round. If the feast can be
cloaked as a public benefit, so much the better.
We should know more about the ways we are being fleeced
in the carbon credits caper. Have a go at it, Mr Brown, please.

But don’t stop at chasing dirty dollars. Chase carbon-rich
molecules as well. Their journeys around the world are amazing.
More than that: amazement is a spectator sport. Learning where
carbon moves and stops tells us what we are grappling with, and
where the winning holds might be.
The problem isn’t that there is more carbon around than
when Nero fiddled, the problem is that we’ve moved it into
different places. Once dormant in stoney seams, deep
petroleum graves and frozen bogs, or in the circle from leaf to
soil to leaf again, now we blast ’em loose, suck ’em out, cut ’em
down, and burn ’em up. ‘Up’ is the key word. To burn is to
release heat. Heat rises. The hotter the burn the higher the rise.
Today a whole lot of carbon circulates over our heads like a
blanket in a sweat house, then gets rain-slammed into the
oceans, raising acidity to lethal levels.
Location, location, location. Strictly and absurdly from the
standpoint of global warming, we would be better off, if we must
bring gummy petrochemicals to the surface, to spill them
instead of combusting them. (Need I say that’s not a proposal?)
We speak as if forests seal away carbon forever, when in
reality the forest slows the planetary path of carbon exactly as a
lake slows the downhill journey of water. A stream can carry
water in hours or days from hilltop to ocean. Put a lake in its
path and years may go by before the raindrop goes marine.
Caught by an annual grass - wheat, for instance - carbon stays
in a field only a few weeks. When the wheat withers the carbon
leaches from plowed ground to brook, and is on its way. Trees
cycle carbon continuously, taking it from the air into leaves, then
returning it via fallen leaf, broken branch and rotting root.
Compared with wheat fields or industrial forests, however,
natural forest trees grow bigger and last longer. They slow down
a lot of peripatetic carbon, which helps us in our present fix.
When a tree releases its stored carbon at ground level during
the slow, silent burning we call decay, very little carbon gets up
into the wind.
Wildfire, of course, elevates carbon thousands of metres into
the atmosphere.
Industrial forests are cut at fairly short intervals, often 20 to
70 years. The trees never reach maximum size or maximum
carbon storage. The impact of cutting on atmospheric carbon
varies a lot with how the logging is done and the product
produced. Piling and burning slash can easily send half the tree’s
carbon into the clouds. Light-footed techniques can keep
unsalable fibre (limbs, needles, etc) scattered on the ground to
decay slowly. Trees converted to newsprint yield their carbon
either to flames or decay almost immediately, whereas carbon
in lumber may last in the structure of a house for half a century
or more.
Carbon offset schemes get so caught up in the politics of
money that they forget what we are trying to do.
Think outside the (flammable) box. How about government
paying young people to sequester carbon around their waist
when they are young? If we add 20 kilos to the average weight
of 7 billion people, that’s a lot of trapped carbon. For playful
capitalists, we could let people who like being thin pay someone
more public spirited to eat more fries than the law requires.
‘Thin is sin; pitch in!’
Or we could rule that vehicle tires have to be filled with CO2,
not air. 100 billion tires world wide, average life 5 years, average
pressure 12ksi. That ought to buy some time to get ahead of
global warming. Or to dig up more tar sand and pipe dilbit to
Asian smokestacks. Our choice.
Bob Weeden, Salt Spring Island

Advertising For What Purposes?
Dear Editor:
Lately we have been inundated with expensive ads on the TV,
computer and radio about how well our governments have been
conducting business. Both the federal Conservatives and the BC
Liberals extol the importance of their good governance bragging
about such things as the development of ‘safe’ pipelines, the
restoration of damaged soil, the development of various
economic action plans, developing digital TV, introducing the
educational savings grant and even educating about the War of
1812, just to name a few.
These ads come with an expensive price tag, $78.5 million
(federal Conservatives) and $16 million (BCLiberals) all of
which comes out of your pocket. Although Andrew McDougal,
the PM’s spokesman, says the government has a responsibility
to tell us, the people, how they are conducting business, only 6
out of 1000 people actually went to the website, according to a
government survey.
Does anyone else think this is a colossal waste of our taxpayer
money, especially when many social programs, scientific
research, Statistics Canada, our coast guard stations and other
programs that we all hold dear are being closed down or having
their budgets slashed ?
We want you to remember this when you go to the polling
station, we need to be heard.
Susan Paynter for Salt Spring Island Raging Grannies and
Salt Spring Island Voice of Women 0

May Culinary Calendar
Brian Crumblehulme

W

hen did you last pick and eat a lettuce from your own example: ‘canned.’ ‘pickled,’ ‘preserved’ or ‘frozen,’) rather than
garden? Harvesting and eating fresh food is
that they have been recently harvested. This is acceptable
so primordial it takes us back to our
provided it is not used in such a way as to imply
protoplasmic days in a pond. Today amoeba
that the produce has been recently harvested
eat fresher food than most humans. The
(example: ‘fresh from the farm,’ ‘freshly
hegemony
of
multinational
picked’).’ Does that mean that the wheat
corporations over the production and
grains (Kamut) discovered in an
distribution of food has been a cause
unmarked tomb in Egypt in the 1940s
of concern for several decades. Most
and carbon dated as 4,000 years old—
of the issues focus on chemical
and still viable—are fresh?
additives, pesticides, fungicides, nonThe Food Standards Agency is
food/junk food, ethical farming,
explicit: ‘Expressions such as ‘freshly
distribution, market dominance, local
cooked,’ ‘freshly baked,’ ‘freshly picked,’
economies, and so on. Books by the
should have no other connotation than the
Susan Banjavich
volume have addressed questions of food
immediacy of the action being described.’ Wow!
safety, GM products and declining nutritional
They do, however, endorse a number of
values in a diet of calorie abundance. Yet one of the
marketing terms that most family food buyers would be hard
simplest deceits is the news-speak of a post-modern language pressed to define.
to re-write what was common knowledge. When is fresh food,
Revised Existing Terms
New Terms
fresh?
original
= farmhouse
In the world of food science, it is well documented that plants
home-made
= hand made
transpire. They take up water through the roots and evaporate
traditional
= selected
it through the leaves. We learn this in primary school. When
authentic
= quality
lettuce is cut it continues to transpire and since it is removed
real
= premium
from the root, it must loose water and therefore wilt. Keeping
fresh
= finest
greens cool slows down the process. In addition to wilting,
natural
= seasonal
photosynthetic chemicals, sugars, vitamins and some amino
farmhouse
= /style
acids, break down, so when you bite into a lettuce or carrot
The agency concludes: ‘Fresh is often used in a number of
picked three weeks ago, it will taste soft, sugarless and relatively phrases that may have an emotive appeal but no real meaning
tasteless because it has deteriorated. Salad and green vegetables (eg: ‘oven fresh’, ‘garden fresh’, ‘kitchen fresh’, ‘ocean fresh’).
do not stay fresh for long. And so begins a contemporary history These terms should be avoided.’
of food science, production, storage and marketing techniques
For the record: I waded through the Canadian Food
to allay these processes and kid you into thinking the tomato Inspection Agency Guide and found nothing that answered my
and lettuce in your BLT is worth something when in fact it is question. There were Byzantine descriptions on labeling such
flavourless and nutritionally useless. What you taste is the oil, as the typeface heights in millimeters, specified diameter of
vinegar, salt and sugars that comprise the dressing.
yellow onions, masses on additives and so on.
All this requires a new lexicon, a way of saying this produce
The answer, as usual, is caveat emptor; ask questions: When
is not quite what it seems to be, and so our corporate friends and where did this come from? Support your farmer’s market,
have created a whole new terminology that obedient politicians and grow your own – or go to bed with someone who does.
have endorsed. For example: fresh chicken means ‘not frozen.’ Salad dressing:
Just a few years ago a corporate lawyer in a California court
Salads are foods designed to be cold, as opposed to food that
argued that -14ºC was not freezing, it was just cool to keep it you have allowed to cool on your plate because you were talking
safe. The representative for the challenging party took one of instead of eating. And a salad dressing is simply a sauce
the three month old ‘fresh but not frozen’ chickens out into the designed to enhance or complement the raw or cold cooked
parking lot and used it to play soccer! The point was made.
vegetables. A radish, boiled
Many countries have developed guidelines to limit the abuse potato, radicchio or steamed
of language in marketing food. The Food Standards Agency in asparagus spear all have
the UK, has a very accessible website in clear and coherent distinct flavours and textures.
English. For example: ‘Packaging, storage and other supply When planning a salad
chain processes that control ‘freshness’ should not be described dressing, or any sauce for that
in terms that may imply that only a short period after harvesting matter, you must consider the
or preparation has elapsed before sale if this is not the case. For inherent flavour of the main
example, a food that has been vacuum packed to retain its article, its texture, tongue
freshness should not be described as ‘fresh.’ Clear enough.
appeal (viscosity, oiliness) and
How about: ‘The term ‘fresh’ is now used generically to aroma. A fresh raw carrot has
indicate that fruit and vegetables have not been processed (for all of the above and needs
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O spirit of love! How quick and fresh art thou.
Shakespeare, Twelfth Night
nothing more than a trace of the water it was washed in. A head
of iceberg lettuce has no flavour—it is all crunchy texture and
therefore needs all of the above. Here are a few examples:
Dressing for mesclun less than one hour old:
Fresh salad greens are slightly crunchy, low in aroma and
delicate in taste so you do not want a strong dressing. A light
vinegar such as cider or raspberry is better than a wine-based
one. A small amount of oil (corn or canola) will provide a better
tongue appeal than say olive oil or butter. All green vegetables
contain small amounts of bitter flavours so a pinch of salt or
sugar will mitigate the bitterness and enhance the flavour.
Depending on exactly what is in the mesclun mix, it may be
advantageous to add complementary fresh herbs such as mint,
chives or sprouts. In winter we often add a drift of dried fruit to
give an extra flavour burst, and at this time of year, a sprinkling
of petals will add colour contrast and perhaps an aroma too.
Dressing for potatoes:
Fresh new potatoes are sweet and, depending on the variety,
slightly mealy in texture. They demand a stronger flavoured
dressing and something to counter the mealiness. Butter or
bacon fat for example. Then some chives, minced garlic or fresh
chopped mint. For those who like a strong flavour burst,
mustard seeds or a curry powder (cumin, turmeric & black
pepper). Salt of course, but not sugar, there is plenty of starch
in the potato. And for a topping, bacon bits, garlic croûtons or
peanuts. Potatoes also go well with sour cream, yogurt or butter,
but the latter should be added when the potatoes are still hot.
The Germans like to sprinkle caraway seed over hot or cold
potatoes, and with a boiled egg you have a meal in one.
Dressing for stored root vegetables:
These vegetables are tired so an olive oil and red wine
vinegar base is called for. To contrast the carbohydrate flavour
add herbs and spices: lots of oregano or marjoram, mustard
seed, cumin, mint, and both salt, pepper and sugar or honey.
Dressing for iceberg lettuce (and Romaine):
This needs everything: Balsamic vinegar, olive oil, salt,
pepper, honey, mint or chives, and a few drops of Worcester
sauce.
To make a Ceasar salad, rub the bowl with raw garlic, toss
the salad with oil, vinegar, salt, sugar and pepper. Add a beaten
raw egg, some anchovies and toss again. Smother with garlic
croûtons, cherry tomatoes and grated Parmesan. Need I say
more? 0

On May 14th...
Let's send a GREEN to Victoria!
"I will work cooperatively with the
new majority government. Good
governance needs a good opposition.
Victoria needs a constructive Green
voice." Adam Olsen
"I look forward to Adam serving as
condent
my MLA. I am con
ndent he can
pursue the respectful & diligent
approach I have brought to the
House of Commons." Elizabeth May

Vote Adam OLSEN

olsen4mla.ca
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The Black Oystercatcher

- Dave Manning

We love our beaches. One bird you will most likely see or hear, particularly on rocky coasts, is the
Black Oystercatcher. Its loud, ringing whistles will immediately attract your attention. This chunky
black shorebird with bright red bill, pinkish legs, and golden eye is a treat to observe.
The photo shows four that I enjoyed one damp overcast day on a local beach. As long as I did
not approach too closely, they were quite happy to entertain me and brighten my mood, probing
the water for marine organisms, resting from time to time.
Adults form long-term pair bonds, are site-faithful, and defend their feeding territories yearround. They lay two to three eggs in the open, lining their nests with shell fragments, stone chips,
or grass. Their name comes from their ability to open up oysters and other bivalves with their stout
bill. Young birds hang near their parents for many months in order to learn this feeding technique.
In spring and summer be sure to give them a wide berth, as the nesting process is easily
disturbed by humans, and the eggs and chicks are highly susceptible to predation by dogs and
other animals.
Get down to the beach and enjoy these delightfully attractive birds whenever you are fortunate
enough to catch a glimpse of them. 0

What’s On?
VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Saturday, April 27
Meet Your Candidate Barry
Avis—Lasqueti residents can
meet and talk to their NDP
candidate, coffee and snacks •
Arts Centre • 11am–4pm •
Everyone welcome • LASQUETI
Authorized by Paul Grinder, Financial Agent, 250.586.6008

Saturday & Sunday, April 27 & 28

Single-venue: $33.60/$39.90 w image
Multi-venue: $44.10/$50.40 w image
Payment with order by Visa or
MasterCard please

Saturday, May 11
Crimson Coast Dance Multimedia
Performances—Martha Carter's unique & original
performance of TWiSTED:
SOLO at VIU Theatre, Marian
van der Zon opens with
Meridian • May 5 Martha
Carter will teach two
workshops: Dancing With
Your Spine and Gentle
Stretching for Back Care and
Scoliosis • Kirkwood Dance
Academy • Info, advance tickets, workshop
registration: 250-716-3230,
www.crimsoncoastdance.org • NANAIMO

Art, Antiques, Vintage, Retro, Collectables,
Show & Sale—find that
perfect something
special, for everyone;
enjoy Victorian-style tea and
pastries; browse and buy, from
Saturday & Sunday, May 11 & 12
fabulous to funky, a treasure
4th Annual Energy Expo—professional holistic
trove of Nostalgia • Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill
practitioners, energy
Road • SAT: 9-4pm, SUN: 10-1pm • Admission is
healers, shamans and
free • Info: Candida, 250-539-0888 or Trish, 250psychics from around
539-2595 • MAYNE
Vancouver Island join
Friday & Saturday, May 3 & 4
forces to offer their
‘Secret Life of Potters’ Show & Sale—What’s
services, knowledge
their secret? All will be revealed through their highand gifts for a weekend
quality and diverse works • Opening Friday:
of experiential delight • James Bay Community
5-7pm; Saturday: 10-4pm • Mahon Hall, Ganges •
Centre, 140 Oswego St • 12pm - 5pm • Tickets:
Free admission • Info:
$10 per day • Info: www.redgatehealingstudio.com
www.saltspringpottersguild.com • SALT SPRING
• VICTORIA

Saturday, May 4 until Thanksgiving
Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works &
demonstrations, culinary delights; guest speakers
on current topics, buskers, musicians; bring your
friends and family, enjoy lunch or a snack, you
never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet! •
Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca
• PENDER

Saturday May 4
‘Shimmer’—stunning
new painted glass work
by Susan Tait and
paintings by Judith
Walker, come join us for
the opening. • The Red Tree Gallery at
historic Hope Bay • 11am-4pm • PENDER

Saturday, May 18
Mayne Island Conservancy’s 8th
Annual May Day Celebration—
Morris Dancers, procession to
Miners Bay Park with drummers &
singers, Maypole, labyrinth for the
May Queen’s crowning, dancing &
games, delicious refreshments •
Everyone welcome: elves, fairies
and others • 1pm • Farmers’ Market • Free • Info:
Helen O’Brian 250-539-5619 • MAYNE

Saturday, May 18

SEAFEST 2013—The Oyster Festival’—oysters,
mussels, clams & prawns in gourmet fixings with
good music • Squirrel Cove • Serving starts
11:30am • Tickets: Adults $18; Kids’ Menu &
Prices • Free Shuttle from Cortes Ferry to Festival
Saturday, May 4
by reservation only• shuttle info:
‘Festival of Songs’ Saturna Singers Annual
www.cortesconnection.com, Festival Info:
Concert—a variety of choral music from Mozart to usualmagic@gmail.com • CORTES
jazz, directed by Sharon Schermbrucker and
accompanied by Tom McPherson; sponsored by Saturday, May 18th
Pender Film Group Showing—Quartet (2012),
the Saturna Parks and Recreation Commission •
Community Hall • 7.30pm • Admission $12 at the directed by Dustin Hoffman, starring Maggie
Smith: at a home for retired musicians, the annual
door• Info: 250 539 2804 •
concert to celebrate Verdi's birthday is disrupted
SATURNA
by the arrival of Jean, an eternal diva and the
Tuesday, May 7
former wife of one of the residents • PENDER
AGM Pender Island Recycling Society •
Friday, May 24
Community Hall Lounge • 7:30pm • Everyone
18th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday
Welcome • Info: Ursula Poepel • PENDER
Party—an evening listening to, or
Fri, Sat, & Sun, May 10, 11 & 12
performing your favourite Bob Dylan
‘The Joy of Life’—a Pender Island Choral Society
tunes • Galiano Community Hall •
concert, conducted by Daniel Lapp with special
Potluck 5:30pm, show 7pm, Bob’s
guest Louise Rose, the Kids Choir, and Daniel
cake at 8:30pm • Admission: donation
Lapp’s House Band • Fri & Sat: 7pm, Sun: 2pm •
Community Hall • Tickets: Adults $21, 15&Under to Galiano Community Land & Housing Trust •
$6 at Talisman Books & Gallery and Southridge
Performers’ or general info, please call Tom 250Farm Country Store • PENDER
359-2960 • GALIANO

18,000 copies on Vancouver Island & the Gulf Islands!
Island Tides is in every mailbox on:
Cortes • Denman • Gabriola • Galiano • Hornby • Lasqueti
Mayne • Pender • Quadra • Read • Salt Spring • Saturna • Texada

And in freeboxes at Vancouver Island locations:
Sidney • Saanich • Mill Bay • Victoria • Cobble Hill • Crofton • Ladysmith • Duncan • Nanaimo •
Bowser • Qualicum • Parksville • Port Alberni • Courtenay • Campbell River

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250.629.3660
www.islandtides.com

Trans-Atlantic rowers capsize
The Canadian Wildlife Federation’s Africa to
Americas Expedition reached a dramatic
conclusion with the capsizing of the OAR
Northwest rowboat 650 kilometres north of
Puerto Rico the first weekend in April. Rowers
have been rescued and are safely back on shore
hoping to continue their marine conservation
efforts on land.
‘We took four years to prepare for the
worst-case scenario and faced our emergency
with courage and teamwork,’ said Adam
Kreek, one of the four rowers and a gold medal
Olympian. ‘Everyone came home safe, which
was our first goal. We collected a great amount
of valuable scientific data, and educated the
next generation, giving kids in Canada, USA
and Senegal and around the world an
appreciation for the vast wonder of the natural
environment and the wildlife it contains. We
hope our experience plants some seeds that
will help some of these impressionable minds
to grow up to be adventurers, scientists,
explorers and conservationists, and do all of
this safely.’
‘We extend a heroes’ welcome to our four
incredible rowers who have persevered
through endless challenges to inspire
adventure, conservation and education,’ said
Wade Luzny, CEO Executive Vice President of

the Canadian Wildlife Federation. ‘The
expedition may be over, but the legacy lives
on.’
The two American and two Canadian
rowers left Dakar, Senegal on January 23, in
the 8.8m ocean rowboat bound for Miami,
Florida. Research equipment on their vessel
collected daily scientific readings on such
issues as water temperature, salinity, alkalinity
and ocean currents. The rowers also shared
their observations on marine life and rowing
conditions online through blogs, photography
and videography which captivated the
attention of school students, teachers and the
general public.
At about 4am on April 6, the ocean rowboat
suffered a catastrophic capsize, and was
unable to self-right as designed. The four
rowers, including Olympic gold medalist
Adam Kreek, were able to safely deploy a
liferaft and were rescued by a passing
commercial vessel and transported to San
Juan. They had completed 2,700 nautical
miles of their 3,500 nautical mile journey.
The expedition achieved its goals of
drawing attention to the health of marine
ecosystems and re-connecting the public with
the outdoors, water sports and conservation,
says the Canadian Wildlife Federation. 0

Broadband satellite partner announced
Citizens’ Services and Open Government
Minister Ben Stewart announced on March 24
that Xplornet Communications Inc has been
selected by the BC government to help deliver
the British Columbia Broadband Satellite
Initiative (BCBSI).
First announced in November 2012, the
BCBSI is part of the government’s
commitment to 100% connectivity by 2021. It
will help bring affordable, high-speed satellite
Internet to people living in the most rural and
remote parts of the province.
Over the next four years, government will
invest up to $2 million in the BCBSI to help
reduce the cost of bringing satellite broadband
internet service to areas where traditional
internet connections are difficult to install
either because of challenging geography or
where high telecommunications infrastructure
costs are an issue. Xplornet will work with
government to provide the latest in satellite

+

technology as an affordable high-speed service
option to these locations.
Ninety-three percent of British Columbians
have access to high-speed Internet. The
remaining 7% of the population live in the
outskirts of connected communities or in rural
and remote areas. In time, it is anticipated that
4% of the population will gain access through
existing programs, bringing land-based
connectivity to their communities.
For the remaining 3% living in remote
locations, the challenges of distance, difficult
terrain and small markets all contribute in
making it extremely challenging to deliver
broadband Internet through land-based
solutions. This means satellite technology
offers the only viable option for the foreseeable
future.
Read about how Network BC is connecting
BC at: http://www.network.gov.bc.ca. 0
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Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability.
Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

ISLAND TIDES, April 25, 2013, Page 7

BC ELECTION

BC ELECTION

2013 - What Your Candidates Say - 2013
Chris Aiken—Comox Valley (BC Green)
homeless people do not tend to live on the streets in
A just-released UNICEF report ranks Canada 17th
rural areas. A number of factors effect homelessness
among 29 nations in overall child well-being.
including a struggling economy and a lack of
Among provinces, BC ranks at the bottom in
resources for mental health and addictions.
Do you believe that provincial programs for low income individuals
Canada for child poverty. How did we let this
All federal housing subsidies will end in 2017
happen? Twelve years of bad Liberal policies
making matters worse. We need more investment
are adequate? Are homeless and low income housing programs in low-income housing and to make mental health
have driven the growing inequality in this
province. When the BC Progress Board documented
and addictions a priority.
adequate? Should they be extended to rural areas? How?
our bad standing within Canada, Christy Clark
Jane Sterk–Victoria-Beacon Hill (BC Green)
abolished the Board in 2011. All of this speaks to a
Provincial programs for low-income individuals and action
colossal failure on the part of the Campbell and Clark
of $30 billion their last fiscal year), to fund needs-based grants on homelessness and housing affordability are completely
government.
for skills training. We’ll also reallocate existing spending to inadequate. However, only a completely new way of thinking
The Green Book 2013 (see link below) on pages 13 to 16
reach more families with early education and childcare benefits. can address the systemic and deliberate strategies that keep
contains a comprehensive plan to resolve this situation. It
These investments yield strong economic returns by poor people impoverished. A blame-the-victim-then-rescueincludes a simpler Guaranteed Liveable Income to replace all
stabilizing families and the marginalized, increasing him/her mentality leads to the fact that one million dollars a
existing income assistance programs. We need also to end the
productivity, and reducing social costs such as unemployment day can be spent in the Downtown East Side with no positive
war in our schools, and to use education to create paths to
impact on the lives of the people to live there.
and crime.
success for all. Also, revisions of our provincial labour laws can
The solutions BC Greens propose come from recognizing the
Carole James—Victoria-Beacon Hill (BCNDP)
lead to greater job access.
societal causes of multi-generation poverty and a premise that
We can't prosper when part of the workforce is overworked, Addressing poverty and inequality in our province should be a poverty can be eliminated. We propose adopting a Guaranteed
while many struggle for lack of employment. key priority of the next government. In the last 12 years, life has Livable Income (GLI) accompanied by parallel programs that
become less affordable for BC families, with the cost of living on
(http://www.greenparty.bc.ca/green_book_2013 ).
address the needs of people living in poverty—housing,
the rise and wages stagnant. This has left us with the dubious
Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
education and training, job creation, childcare, parenting, and
distinction of being Canada’s least equal province.
The last decade has seen inequality in British Columbia rise
treatment for mental health, addictions and other health
As Official Opposition, we have been calling on the
dramatically. Hikes in service fees and surprises such as the
conditions more generally. GLI would reduce the need for
government to institute a province-wide poverty reduction
HST have made the day to day lives of ordinary British
dedicated social housing, which carries with it the potential for
strategy with targets and timelines to address this critical
Columbians less affordable. It is therefore absolutely essential
stigma.
situation in our province. Yet the Liberal government has
for the next government to address the issue of inequity and
BC Greens believe services should be available where people
repeatedly refused to follow the lead of seven other provinces
poverty. The NDP has repeatedly called on the government to
live so rural areas would be included. Canada’s successful
that have a similar plan in place or in development.
address this key issue.
experiment with GLI was in rural Manitoba.
The past decade has also brought little creation of low
BC NDP has also tabled a Poverty Reduction Act, which
income housing for families, and cuts were made to the budget Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
would have resulted in a comprehensive poverty reduction plan.
No, these programs are not adequate. Income assistance and
of BC Housing in both 2012 and 2013 despite a housing waitlist
It was unfortunately rejected by the government. I believe that
of three to five years. The next government must work with all disability payments do not meet the basic needs of recipients
everyone in the province should have equal access to programs
groups -- the private sector, municipal and federal governments, and, in fact, force many of them into greater poverty. Further,
irrespective of where they live. Similarly, budget cuts to BC
and non-profits -- to increase the province’s stock of rental and there have been major cuts to the social housing program.
Housing have also resulted in fewer low cost housing units. An
There are people throughout BC who, for various reasons,
supportive housing.
NDP government is committed to improving the lives of the
require equitable support. Under 12 years of BC Liberal
most vulnerable. We will make better use of our resources to Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
governance the inequality gap has widened considerably. This
grow the middle class and create economic opportunities Programs to help low income individuals and families are not is unjust and unacceptable. We must develop a truly equitable
through education and skills training so we can help British just inadequate; they are poorly coordinated and damaging to social safety net to ensure no one is left struggling to meet basic
the dignity and opportunities of citizens and residents of our
Columbians break out of the cycle of poverty.
needs. A failure to do so marginalizes adults and children.
province.
Bob Bray—North Island (BC Conservatives)
Equality of opportunity is a foundation of the NDP platform.
Getting help when you are down should be something
I do not know the answers to these questions but I do think
So is the necessity for substantive investment in social
people can count on in our society, but what you can count on
that programs for low income individuals and homeless
housing in all communities, including rural communities. And
in BC is facing a labyrinth of paperwork, long wait times for help,
individuals need to be improved.
there must be local consultation in developing social housing
and a dose of humiliation for your past mistakes.
For low income individuals I want to explore new solutions
programs. In establishing these programs we need to
Mental health and housing programs should be closely
for those who find themselves on provincial programs for the
distinguish between essential emergency shelters for homeless
linked together, in urban and rural areas. People don’t just face
second generation. I think a new program that offers an increase
individuals and families and the longer-term necessity of
homelessness in the cities, nor should people have to come to a
in financial support for them, together with a voluntary
creating safe, clean affordable housing which is, after all, a basic
city to find help.
connection to a community organization as their primary
human right.
Income assistance programs need to provide a realistic
program contact, could be developed.
budget for people to live on in a safe place with decent nutrition, Jessica VanderVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
For homeless individuals I would like to see more small scale
Inequality undermines economic growth. BC Liberal cuts
and chances to get back on their feet.
housing with a mental health component managed by
We know that health and policing costs rise when more and mismanagement have given rise to BC having the highest
individuals in a local community that participates voluntarily in
people are living at the edge of poverty. It’s not going to cost us poverty rate in Canada. It’s unfortunate that despite working
such arrangements.
full time many people still live in poverty
more to provide a real social safety net.
If elected I would ask knowledgeable government officials to
New Democrats are committed to reducing inequality by
Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
evaluate my proposals.
taking a number of practical steps. One such step is to improve
Programs for low-income British Columbians aren’t
Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
access to skills training and education. This will create good jobs,
adequate, neither are housing programs satisfactory.
It is unacceptable that income inequality and child poverty
build ladders of opportunity and reduce inequality. The BC
Over the past decade the province has offered temporary
in BC have been the highest in Canada. The Liberals have
NDP’s Poverty Reduction Act will be a concrete step towards
short-term fixes in housing rather than long-term solutions.
ignored and exacerbated such inequality for the past 12 years,
building a comprehensive poverty reduction program for low
From 2005 to 2010, 280 new social housing units were built in
and homelessness is at unprecedented levels. As an economist,
income British Columbians across the province, including in
the province (CCPA, 2010). More units have been built since,
I believe this weakens our communities and economy.
rural areas.
but not nearly enough to address the need.
The NDP have announced several measures to create a fairer
Liberal cuts to previously robust provincial programs have
I work in First Nations housing across the country. Through
tax system, and have consistently advocated a comprehensive
fuelled a housing crisis in BC. A new BC NDP government will
my experience working on reserves I have learned that
poverty reduction plan with clear objectives and timelines. All
work with municipal and federal governments, the private
homelessness is a complex social issue, not just a building
levels of government need to collaborate more effectively to
sector and non-profit organizations to ensure that the province’s
problem. The current federal and provincial governments’
develop affordable housing. As former president of a non-profit
stock of rental and supportive housing is increased. I view
market approach to housing does not take care of our societies
housing provider and Salt Spring CRD Director, I can help
poverty and homelessness as urgent issues that demand
most vulnerable citizens.
facilitate such partnerships. Education is a vital tool to address
compassionate and practical responses that deliver positive
Every community has a homeless problem although
poverty. We will reinstate the capital tax on banks (with profits
change.

This edition, Island Tides asked:

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable declared candidates in all parties running in: Alberni Pacific Rim, Comox Valley, Cowichan Valley, Esquimalt-Royal Roads, Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo,
Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North Island, Oak Bay–Gordon Head, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–Sunshine Coast, Saanich North & The Islands, Saanich South,Victoria-Beacon Hill,Victoria–Swan Lake

(Chris Aikman, Barry Avis, Ida Chong, Kerry Davis, Kassandra Dycke, Nick Facey, Rob Fleming, Scott Fraser, Gary Holman, John
Horgan, Steve Housser, Carole James, Maurine Karagianis, Leonard Krog, Susan Low, Don McRae, Patrick Muncaster, Adam Olsen,
Lana Popham, Stephen Roberts, Bill Routley, Doug Routley, Nic Simons, Jane Sterk, Michelle Stilwell, Celia Stocker, Claire Trevena,
Jessica Van der veen, Andrew Weaver).
All responses received are above.The question was also sent to communications staff: Stefan Jonsson (GP), Glen Sanford (NDP), Michael Roy (NDP), Sam Oliphant (LIB), Kristy Fredericks (CON). If your favourite
candidate has not responded yet, contact him/her or your party’s communication representative.

Island Tides’ Final Question: ‘How do we develop the participation of our natural capital of informed,
experienced seniors and how do we keep them healthy?’
www.islandtides.com
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e year-round Islanders are getting more
company as spring progresses! Besides
our fabulous returning creatures—
vultures, hummingbirds, swallows, warblers,
orcas, fawn and chocolate lilies—snowbirds,
weekenders and cottagers are remembering how
glorious the Islands are at this time of year. Every
year we have two violet green swallows who fly by
at this time to check out their nest site on the
second-storey, south -facing wall and then, later,
return to nest. Every year we have neighbours who
regularly call to see how the Island is and how their
home is and by May they are ‘back home’.
Besides the animation of nesting, the vibrance of unfurling
leaves and blossoms, there are more people for Islanders to
interact with socially and economically. Bridge Club numbers
swell, the library is much more active, exercisers and the line
dancers move over to make room for the people who go away
and yet have place here on our Islands.

   

Fixing Up



It’s spring, when suddenly all those improvements to hearth
and home which you thought up in winter are suddenly
doable—and would be great to get done to enjoy their benefits
for spring, summer and fall. The rush is on, if it is a big job-who
could you hire? Islanders have more opportunities to earn
paychecks in the good weather. Garden maintenance, homecare, house-cleaning are somewhat seasonal work that can be
relied on and pay well.
Extra people living on the island during the warm and light
months are important to the stores and eateries, allowing them
to meet payrolls year-round and offer more selection and
services.
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MV SS Beaver & Edgewater Fortune
The SS Beaver look-alike that occupied the government
wharfhead has just left. The boat appeared suddenly in the fall

*)('&'(%$#"! (#"#!!

and left just as suddenly two days ago. All winter, it was quite a
sight for Islanders and visitors as the Mayne Queen pulled into
the dock. Just over the northern wingwall was this strange
plywood superstructure over a regular hull, looking like the
sailing lines and paddlewheel boxes of the historic Hudson’s
Bay Company’s SS Beaver.
The actual SS Beaver, 101 feet long and 33 feet wide, was
built in Blackwall, England by the Hudson’s Bay Company in
1835. She was built of British oak, elm, greenheart and teak and
was copper riveted and sheathed. She was fitted out as a sailing
brig for her outward journey to Canada with the paddlewheel
pieces, boilers, and engine fittings stowed below. She sailed via
Cape Horn and arrived in Fort Vancouver on April 10, 1836.
SS Beaver sailed right past ‘our’ Islands and waters, familiar
to First Nations and charted 50 years earlier by Narvaez,
Pantoja, Cook, and others. SS Beaver was used by the Hudson’s
Bay to service trading posts from the Columbia River to Russian
America (Alaska). SS Beaver was also chartered by the Royal
Navy to survey and chart the coast of British Columbia.
This lookalike was fashioned atop an ammunition lighter
hull in 1966 by the Royal Canadian Navy. It was done for the
SATURNA, please turn to opposite page
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• a Canadian citizen, and
• a resident of British Columbia for
the pa s t six months
V
oter Registration
Registration is
is Easy
Ea sy
Voter
Regis ter online at elec tions . bc.c a /ov r or call
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Pipelines to the east? - Elizabeth May

A

From there the bitumen would likely go south through New
s the pro-bitumen export crowd notices the gathering
storm clouds over their Northern Gateway and Kinder- England. When I was in Washington DC, I heard from quite a
Morgan options, and, further south, sees long shadows few Congressmen and Senators that they do not want those
falling over the Keystone XL pipeline to refineries on the shores pipelines over their territory.
of the Texas Gulf coast, support is mobilizing for pipelines
Bitumen
running east.
The nature of bitumen and diluents in pipelines is a critical issue
Debate has been about how best to export raw, virtually in why the Green Party oppose pipelines of unprocessed
unprocessed bitumen—as much as possible and as quickly as product to either coastline. So, before talking about the direction
possible. Meanwhile, the eastern half of Canada depends on of pipelines, we need to talk about the product.
imports of foreign oil from Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, Kazakhstan,
Even after the extensive and intensive process of extracting
Venezuela, and Norway. As Gordon Laxer of the Parkland the viscous material known as bitumen from the soil in which
Institute tried to point out to a Parliamentary committee (before it is found (generally about 10% by volume), it is still not
the Conservative chair ordered him to stop talking and stormed processed to even the level of crude oil. Crude oil can flow.
out of the room), Canada has no energy security.
Bitumen cannot. It has the consistency of peanut butter, so
I feel some responsibility for this shift in debate, as I was the needs to be mixed with something else to flow. That something
first political leader to point out that there was something wrong else is called ‘diluent’—a mix of undisclosed chemicals. The most
with the picture.
commonly used diluent is a natural gas condensate, similar to
Unlike the US, we have no Strategic Petroleum Reserves. If Naptha. The public does not know the make-up of any
there was a blockade of foreign oil or an economic embargo, particular diluent. Some have more benzene than others—
those in Eastern Canada would have to wait for tankers to bring benzene is a well-documented carcinogen.
them bitumen for processing through the Panama Canal and
The resulting so-called dilbit product is about 30%
up the eastern seaboard. As bizarre as that sounds, it
diluents and 70% bitumen. We do know a lot
was the solution offered by a Suncor executive
more about dilbit than we used to. And we
when asked in committee about the
‘By deliberate policy,
did a lot of that learning through the 2010
vulnerability of eastern Canada to embargos.
Eastern Canadians became
Enbridge dilbit spill in the Kalamazoo
dependent on foreign oil, while
Oppositional Canada
River in Michigan. We know it both
The irony is that the dividing line of foreign Alberta oil was consumed by those in floats and sinks; that it is far harder and
western provinces and was exported
oil to the east and Alberta oil for the west was
far more expensive to clean-up than
to the US. Now it is time to
the result of deliberate government policy—
unprocessed conventional crude. The
think like a country.’
aimed at helping the Alberta oil and gas sector.
Kalamazoo spill is still not cleaned up.
Back in 1961, the National Oil Policy decreed that
Meanwhile a debate rages about whether
eastern Canadians (east of the Ottawa River) would only
dilbit is more likely to cause pipeline failure. Cornell
receive imported oil while those in the West had to purchase University found that between 2007 and 2010 pipelines
Alberta product. By deliberate policy, Eastern Canadians carrying dilbit had a spill-rate three times higher than pipelines
became dependent on foreign oil, while Alberta oil was carrying conventional crude. Oil sands products have a higher
consumed by those in western provinces and exported to the sulfur and a higher acidic content than conventional crude and
US. Now it is time to think like a country.
those properties could explain its increased corrosive nature.
This finding led to the Department of Natural Resources to
The Solution: Shiping East?
However, the current proposal also makes no sense. Former commissioning a study by a group called Alberta Innovates
New Brunswick Premier Frank McKenna has proposed Technology Futures (ATIF). That study compared dilbit and
shipping unprocessed bitumen to St John, New Brunswick, to conventional crudes and concluded the types of corrosive
put it in tankers to export it from there. Others are proposing compounds between the two products were comparable. So we
have labwork versus the real life rate of spills in US pipelines.
refining it in New Brunswick.
The first decision point is Enbridge’s application to reverse At the moment, despite what Harper’s Cabinet ministers claim,
its Number 9 pipeline. This pipeline was built in the 1970s and the science on the corrosive nature of dilbit is not settled.
Meanwhile, if local residents along the Number 9 pipeline
had originally flowed west to east. It was reversed in the 1990s
wish to speak before the NEB hearings, or even submit a letter,
as the markets favoured cheaper foreign oil.
Now, Enbridge is applying to reverse it once again, running they are required to fill out a 10-page form, and are also
a different product, dilbit, from west to east. The request to the encouraged to submit references and a resume! This is an NEB
National Energy Board is being considered in two stand-alone effort to meet the new requirements imposed by the horrific
applications; Line 9A (Sarnia to North Westover) and Line 9B overhaul of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act that
took place last year in the Omnibus budget bill (C-38).
to Montreal.

SALMON ECONOMY from page 3
nation fishing, whale and bear-watching wilderness tourism.
Wild fish are worth eight times as much to the BC economy
as Aquaculture (BC Stats). The wild fisheries employ five times
as many people and pay out five times as much in wages. As
farmed salmon production has risen dramatically since 1990,
the number of jobs has not changed (1,700 jobs). This means
as the BC environment has paid the price of absorbing the waste
of million and millions of farm salmon, the people of BC have
not been the ones to benefit.
The most sensible way forward is to transition the workers
and get the industry off wild salmon migration routes. Every
time there has been an opportunity to study the effects of
removing salmon farms from wild salmon migration routes, the
fish that go through farm-free routes show exceptional survival
rates.
Our coast is a natural salmon-producing powerhouse

without us having to lift a finger. This coast is covered with
thousands of salmon rivers and streams that could be full of
salmon, if they didn’t have to contend with a multitude of
amplified, exotic salmon-farm pathogens.
If we removed salmon feedlots from wild salmon migration
routes we could have millions of wild salmon without having to
run generators 24-hours a day, ship fish from southern oceans
across the continent to feed them, use multitudes of lice control
chemicals, dyes, antibiotics, and vaccines.
Why are we allowing our government to do this? If it is
deemed in the public interest, the Province has the power to
terminate the License of Occupation of each salmon feedlot on
a wild salmon migration with 60-days notice and no
compensation. It is that easy to fix this.
This is something we should be asking our political
candidates to do in this election. 0

SATURNA from page 8
Colonial Union Centennial Celebrations of Vancouver Island.
The ship was used to ferry dignatories to the original SS
Beaver’s ports of call and was also used twenty-years later
during Expo’86.
It was kind of neat to have this strange part of our history
listing and sagging a bit at the wharf every time you went to the
pub down or to catch the ferry. There was concern on the Island
that she may not leave before she fell apart, so this is an all’s well
that ends well story!
Practically in her wake, Edgewater Fortune from New
Westminister tied up with 20 kids and teachers from Rundle
College in Calgary. The eighth grade kids and their teachers
come yearly to visit through-out the Islands, sleeping and eating
on the boat. They were followed by a second group of twenty.
On Saturna our kids tour them around the Saturna
Ecological Education center doing special projects, they go
kayaking with local guides and on a walk up Brown Ridge.

According to staff, the trip is a highlight for the Calgary kids.

Concert
The long awaited Victoria Chamber Symphony concert came to
Saturna Island last Sunday. This Mozart concert was a
knockout, 29 members playing for a wowed-off-their-feet
audience at the Rec Centre. A great crowd pleaser was a lovely
young lady—the violin soloist—who, after playing a showpiece,
snuck in a lively piece of fiddle music amongst the straight-up
Mozart.
The orchestra has Saturna Island friends and family
connections and loves coming, even with a 4-hour ferry ride
beginning at 6:25am that has them going past Navy Channel
twice before they finally disembark. Members of the Saturna
Arts and Concert Society coddled them—feeding them and
ferrying them and their instruments all about. 0
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Unlike the previous CEAA, which was premised on a
fundamental commitment to rights of public participation, the
Harperized CEAA restricts access to only those ‘directly
affected’. The NEB has made this restriction even worse by
demanding that any citizens who want to make comments, fill
out the forms and apply within a two-week period—which will
close before this article will be in print.

Refineries In Alberta
So, what should be done? The best environmental, economic
and climate outcome would be to slow down the boom-andbust cycle of constant expansion in the oil sands. What the late
Peter Lougheed used to describe as the ‘traffic jam’ of feverish
expansion in the oilsands prevents the construction of ancillary
infrastructure, like upgraders and refineries.
The hyper-inflationary bubble that sits on northern Alberta
is what makes it cheaper for Big Oil to build a $7 billion pipeline
to Texas, rather than build facilities in Alberta. Any reasonable
carbon plan would set a level of managed growth for oil sands
production—say 2 million barrels of oil a day (more than the
current 1.7 million barrels, but less than Harper’s goal of 6
million barrels of oil a day). That level of production could cool
down the capital and labour markets enough to build upgraders
and refineries near the resource. Then, we could be talking
about shipping—by pipeline, truck or train—a finished product
whose properties are better understood. Shipping a product
with a far lower risk of environmental impact in the event of
spills.
If we are thinking like a country, we should get Alberta oil to
Eastern Canada, but we should not ship bitumen + diluents.
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UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!
If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox, pick
it up at a yellow box or rack located from Victoria
to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support with a voluntary subscription of
$30(includes gst) or an amount of your choice.

BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE!
We have a fun
opportunity for
voluntary
subscribers:
‘double your sub’
to $60, and ask
for your very
own Island
Tides T-shirt!

YOU ARE PART OF THE GOOD NEWS
Your repeat subscriptions are making
a difference! Sincere thanks to our
readers who have sent 2013 voluntary
subscriptions already!
Please mail subscriptions to:
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
Or call 250.629.3660 with your VISA/MC
www.islandtides.com
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Questions You Can Ask Your Candidates (Part 2 of 2)
Take this page to your All-Candidates Meeting
TRANSPORTATION:
Is the provincial highway program
adequate? Do the provincial ferry systems
(coastal and interior) meet the needs of the
communities
they
serve
(including
transportation between Vancouver Island and
the Mainland, and Gulf Island communities)?
Should the coastal ferries be returned to a
Crown corporation? What other changes
might be made? Should the E&N Railway be
returned to passenger service? Should major
transportation initiatives be subject to public
hearings?
JUSTICE & COURTS:
Should the management and staffing of
BC’s court system, both civil and criminal, be
reviewed with a view to improving access and
minimizing delays? Should the civilian
oversight of police be increased? Should family
courts increase the use of arbitration? Should
marijuana be legalized? In what way? What
past government actions should be subject to
judicial review?
ENERGY POLICY:
Do you anticipate further industrial
demand for electricity? Would you consider
further privatization of electricity supply or
transmission facilities? What are your
expectations of renewable generation? What
benefits do you expect from the ‘smart’ grid?
Do you see a significant future for run-of-river
power? Wind powered electricity generation?
Solar? Tidal? Other renewables?
FISHERIES & AGRICULTURE:
What should be provincial government
policy on aquaculture? Do you favour the reestablishment of all fish farms on land in order

to protect and restore the wild salmon
economy? The wild fishery is regulated by the
Federal Government. What role should the
provincial government play? Should the
provincial government take the initiative in the
development of agriculture to encourage the
production and consumption of locally grown
fruits and vegetables? If so, what should it do?
Should the provincial government restrict
meat production to a limited number of
slaughterhouses in the interests of food safety
using a limited number of inspectors?
CLIMATE POLICY:
Should we set a GHG target for BC and how
should we meet it? Should BC also take
responsibilty for GHG resulting from the
combustion of exported fuels? Should BC
count or tax the carbon content of exported
fuels? What is the value of a tonne of GHG
saved and how does this relate to BC’s carbon
tax?
EXPORTS:
Should BC export raw logs, or should it be
banned, taxed, or otherwise discouraged?
Should logs be processed in BC into lumber or
more value-added wood products? Do you
anticipate future shortages of coal, oil, natural
gas, or other resources? If so, should exports
be limited in some way, or should these
resources be limited to their use in BC?
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY:
What should the provincial government do
to preserve the natural environment in the face
of urban and industrial development
pressures? Since the federal government has
vacated the responsibility for lakes and rivers,
should the province assume it? Should there

Information Sessions Vessel Replacement Program

be an environmental review required for water
consumption licenses? Should there be stricter
groundwater legislation and licensing? Should
there be more provincial parks, with increased
staffing, and should they be open longer?
Should air and water pollution be subject to
specific fines? Should industries be responsible
for government costs incurred as a result of
spills or accidents?
FIRST NATIONS:
Should the provincial and federal
governments continue with the negotiation of
treaties? Should these treaties lead to fee
simple land ownership, enabling First Nations
to proceed with land development? Could First
Nations assume responsibility for the
stewardship of Crown lands? Should treaties
include a specific government ‘obligation to
consult’ concerning future legislation or
international treaties that affect First Nations
(as, for example, the Tsawwassen and
Maa’nulth treaties).
GOVERNMENT RELATIONSHIPS:
Do you believe that the First Ministers
should meet regularly, as a federation,
including the Prime Minister? Do you believe
that the federal government should consult the
provincial government when negotiating trade
or investment agreements that commit the
federal government to pay compensation to a
foreign corporation that may allege financial
losses from provincial initiatives? Do you
support interprovincial trade agreements?
Should the province work with other provinces
in purchasing arrangements for prescription
drugs?
FOREST LANDS
What commitments would you require
from PMFL landowners in return for
favourable tax treatment? Would you require
that old growth and remnants of old growth be
preserved? Would you require that the forest
ecology be inventoried and maintained?
Would you require that local government
should have authority over non-forest
development? Would you require preservation
of riparian zones?

SOCIAL SERVICES:
What changes would you make in
provincial social services? Would you move
responsibility for certain services to local
governments? Would you support the
provision of social services to First Nations
individuals
through
separate
FN
organizations?
ARTS, SPORTS, & CULTURE:
For many families, the provincial
contribution to these activities is through a tax
rebate. Is this adequate? How else might the
provincial government support amateur
sports? Is provincial support for arts, culture,
and music sufficient? If not, what should be
done?
LEGISLATURE:
Could you support legislated schedules for
spring and fall sessions? Should legislative
committees have ample time to review all
proposed legislation? Should they be public?
Should the legislature make decisions by free
vote?
RURAL ECONOMIES
Would you provide increased financial
support for the development of new
enterprises in rural areas of the province?
Would you be prepared to finance
transportation and other infrastructure,
research, instruction in taxes and regulations
as
they
apply,
internships
and
apprenticeships? Would you be prepared to
assist in the establishment of new enterprises,
including farming, marketing, transport,
product development, visitor activities and
accommodation, and co-operatives?
COAST GUARD
Would you support the creation of a BC
Coast Guard, to be responsible for both
recreational and commercial safety, search &
rescue, oil spill cleanup, and environmental
stewardship on the complete BC coast? Could
it also supervise the fishery (shellfish, finfish,
and other), the growth of marine plants, and
marine mammals? Could it supervise and police
the movement of large commercial vessels,
barges, and cruise ships on our coast? 0

BC Ferries representatives will be on hand to discuss plans for
replacement of the Queen of Nanaimo. Story boards explaining
strategy, vessel design and project timelines will be supplemented
with a Question & Answer period.
Information Sessions will be held from 7 pm to 9 pm as follows:
Monday, April 22, 2013: Galiano Island Community Hall
Tuesday, April 23, 2013: Saturna Island Hall
Wednesday, April 24, 2013: Pender Islands Community Hall
Thursday, April 25, 2013: Mayne Island Community Centre
from 3 pm to 5 pm on Salt Spring Island:
Friday, April 26, 2013: Harbour House Hotel
from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm in Richmond:
Tuesday, April 30, 2013: River Rock Casino, 8811 River Road

Information Session Vessel Replacement Program
BC Ferries representatives will be on hand to discuss plans for replacement
of the Queen of Burnaby and North Island Princess. Story boards
explaining strategy, vessel design and project timelines will be
supplemented with a Question & Answer period.
Public information sessions will be held from7 pm to 9 pm:
Wednesday, May 1, 2013: Powell River Town Centre
Thursday, May 2, 2013: Community Hall at Gillies Bay, Texada Island

People unable to attend an information session who would like to
learn more about vessel replacement can visit www.bcferries.com
beginning Monday, April 22, 2013. Details can be found there along
with an email address for submitting your input.

People unable to attend this information session who would like to learn
more about vessel replacement can visit www.bcferries.com beginning
Monday, April 22, 2013. Details can be found there along with an email
address for submitting your input.

For more info:
Peter Simpson, Director, Fleet Operations Strategy
peter.simpson@bcferries.com

For more info:
Peter Simpson, Director, Fleet Operations Strategy
peter.simpson@bcferries.com
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The Orcas are back. This one was spotted off Brooks Point Regional Park.

Dam plan not good for salmon, says Aikman
-Patrick Brown
Hornby Islander Chris Aikman is a scientist.
He is severely critical of BC Hydro’s approach
to the upgrading of the John Hart dam on the
Campbell River. He has put forward his
alternative plan to both the BC Utilities
Commission and BCHydro, and is still
dissatisfied with the response.
His initial complaint is that the upgrade
plan has been adopted before BCHydro’s Long
Term Plan was completed and adopted, so the
60 year future targeted requirements for the
John Hart dam do not take into account
possible alternative power supply from
renewable sources or changes in demand from
climate change. The result is a plan which does
not increase either the capacity or flexibility of
the existing facilities.
Beyond that, Aikman, who is the provincial
Green Party candidate for Comox Valley, notes
that the Hydro plan is intended to replace old
facilities and reverse the seismic vulnerability
of the existing facilities, which include three
dams and generating plants, in some cases
with wooden penstocks.

There is a requirement for steady stream
flow in the lower Campbell River in order to
provide a suitable environment for spawning
salmon. Unfortunately, it is difficult to ensure
this, given that the flow from the river’s large
watershed must be controlled through three
successive dammed lakes, with the last (John
Hart Lake) being the smallest. Hydro also lets
large volumes of water go in periodic ‘flushing’
of the river.
Aikman’s alternative proposal emphasizes
more precise control of both water flow and
power production, and less wastage and
spillage, making the whole system more
efficient. He proposes a bypass system from
McIvor Lake (part of Lower Campbell Lake),
which he says would not only facilitate this
control, but would also improve the logistics of
the construction process. It would involve the
construction of new penstocks bedded in
gravel, instead of Hydro’s planned tunnel
bored through rock, but it would enable the
complete bypass of the John Hart Dam while
it was being upgraded. 0
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Two free cruising guides this season

CONDITIONS from page 2
Program; Nº170-171 with Emergency
Response for the pipeline; Nº172 for the
Terminal; preparedness exercises under
Nº195; Nº130-131 with freshwater fish habitat
compensation.
Nº151-158 cover operational monitoring,
along with Nº179-180 leak detection system
design…and then we’re through to project
completion.

Not The Total List
This is not the complete list (in case you are still
awake). If you are looking for anything specific,
it would be best to consult the list on the web.
It is clear that the NEB has laid out its
requirements in a high degree of detail. It will

return many times each year to the same spot
and will know it much better than we do.’
Burgoyne and his wife, Lynne Picard,
launched Salish Sea Pilot in 2011, after he
completed a 74-day solo crossing from Osaka,
Japan in Quiver, their Vancouver 27. ‘The
Salish Sea is one of the Earth’s beautiful places,
and bragging about it is something I am always
doing,’ Burgoyne said. ‘Taking on the cruising
guides as a full-time job is as good as life gets.’
Burgoyne said even though guides will
always be available as a free download, there
are future plans to publish the 2014 editions as
coil-bound paper guidebooks. ‘As wonderful
as mobile devices are, some mariners are
telling us they would like to have a paper guide
on their boats, something they can toss about
the cockpit and not worry too much about it
getting wet,’ he said. ‘Since we intend to be fully
supported by advertising, we will sell the
printed guides for our cost of production and
printing.’
Visit the website: salishseapilot.com. 0
be interesting to see whether the pipeline is
approved by cabinet.
These conditions may be as close as the
NEB will get to letting us know its opinion, no
matter what the cabinet decides. According to
the NEB, the government cannot change these
conditions, but it will be interesting to see if this
set of conditions survives. Are they a warning
to future pipeline proponents?
One more thing: these requirements are not
really related to the more political set of
conditions set by the BC government; a
common thread is the requirement to make
good damage as a result of spills, on water and
land. Insurance of $1 billion has been
suggested; the NEB requirements include no
specific insurance sum. 0
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Salish Sea Pilot has unveiled a new cruising
guide to Washington State’s San Juan Islands,
with 60 pages of information and almost 80
illustrations covering the archipelago’s
anchorages, marinas and passages.
The 2013 edition follows in the wake of the
Gulf Islands Cruising Guide released last year.
Both guides are free downloads. Like the Gulf
Islands edition, the San Juan Islands Cruising
Guide is a PDF file, viewable on most
computer systems, phones and tablets. Users
who prefer paper can print out the pages they
need to take along on their current cruise.
Salish Sea Pilot editor Jim Burgoyne said
the guides will be published annually, though
two editions of each guide will be released over
the course of the upcoming cruising season
allowing for updating during the guides’ first
official year. ‘The guides will be constantly
updated and improved as we learn of changes,’
said Burgoyne. ‘We are a small company and
hope boaters will offer suggestions about how
we can improve. Heaven knows, local cruisers
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MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
A regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held
at Mayne Elementary/ Junior
Secondary School, on Wednesday,
May 8, 2013 commencing at 1pm. To
view
the
agenda,
see
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings. Public Welcome!
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MLA Scott Fraser wins forest award

O

n March 25, Alberni-Pacific Rim MLA Scott Fraser
received a Forest Sustainability Award from
conservationists and forestry workers for his years of
exceptional public service as an elected Member of the
Legislative Assembly in British Columbia to protect endangered
old-growth forests, to counter the deregulation of forest lands
on Vancouver Island, and to restrict the export of BC raw logs
to foreign mills.
The award was presented by Ken Wu and TJ Watt of the
Ancient Forest Alliance (AFA), a non-profit environmental
group working to protect old-growth forests and ensure
sustainable second-growth forestry. The award is jointly
sponsored by the Youbou TimberLess Society (YTS), former
employees of the now-defunct Youbou sawmill who continue
to advocate sustainable forest policies.
The ceremony took place in Cathedral Grove on Vancouver
Island, Canada’s iconic old-growth forest that is currently under
threat from a planned cutblock by Island Timberlands.
Joining the award ceremony to show their support for
Fraser’s good work were President of Local 8, Pulp, Paper, and
Woodworkers of Canada Arnold Bercov; Jane Morden and
Mike Stini (Port Alberni Watershed-Forest Alliance), and
Annette Tanner (Mid-Island Chapter of the Wilderness
Committee).
‘I’m grateful to receive this wonderful recognition for my
work. Our old-growth forests are a vitally important part of this
province’s identity, and a sustainable forest industry will benefit
everyone. I will champion endangered old-growth protection
and sustainable forestry leading up to the election and
subsequent to the election whether as part of a new government
or in the opposition,’ stated Fraser.
‘Scott Fraser has been an exceptional MLA for his energy
and outspokenness to protect endangered old-growth forests
and forestry jobs. He’s one of the rare politicians who has a real
connection to BC’s majestic old-growth forests—a politician

BEST PRICED 2 BED 2 FULL BATH WATERFRONT
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who actually hikes and gets muddy in these special places. It’s
clear that his advocacy has not been lip-service or simply a
means to score political points, but because Fraser has a
genuine passion—you can feel it when he’s talking—for our oldgrowth forests and for a sustainable forest industry that could
support future generations of forest workers in this province,’
said Ken Wu, Ancient Forest Alliance executive director. ‘It’s
important to give credit where credit is due, and Fraser certainly
deserves credit for making forest sustainability central to his
role as an elected public servant.’
‘This past decade has been an atrocity for BC’s forestry
workers—over 70 mills have closed and 30,000 forestry jobs
have been lost. Fraser has repeatedly gone to bat against the
deregulation of BC’s forest industry and the massive export of
raw logs that is killing current and future manufacturing jobs
in this province,’ stated Ken James, president of the Youbou
TimberLess Society. ‘We need MLAs like Fraser in government
to champion a forest industry that will sustain both ecosystems
and human communities.’

Tireless Worker
Since MLA Fraser was elected in 2005 he has repeatedly
worked for sustainable forestry on such issues as:
Tree Farm Licence (TFL) Deregulation
The BCLiberal government removed 88,000 hectares of
Weyerhaeuser’s (now Island Timberlands) corporate forest
lands from Tree Farm Licences in 2004, removing the oldgrowth and wildlife protections, restrictions on raw log exports,
prohibition against real estate development for non-forestry
uses, and controls on the rate of cut. This large scale
deregulation of forest lands on central Vancouver Island and
the Sunshine Coast was a most destructive, anti-environmental
act. Fraser has repeatedly sought to ensure that a follow-up
agreement to protect the old-growth Ungulate Winter Range
between the company and the government is pursued, so far
unsuccessfully.
Cathedral Grove. Fraser spoke up against adjacent
logging plans several times. Recently, where a surveyed Island
Timberlands cutblock threatens an old-growth Douglas fir and
hemlock forest in a formerly protected Ungulate Winter Range
on Mount Horne above the park. The cutblock would also
destroy part of the Mount Horne loop trail.
McLaughlin Ridge. This prime old-growth winter range
for deer was formerly protected as an Ungulate Winter Range;
BCLiberal government removed the protections for the area in
2004 as part of their TFL deregulation scheme. Island
Timberlands has already logged part of its ancient forests and
plans to log more in the future. Fraser has worked hard for this
area’s protection.
Cameron Valley Firebreak. This rare valley-bottom to
mountain-top ancient Douglas fir, cedar and hemlock forest
was formerly an Ungulate Winter Range for Roosevelt elk and
black-tailed deer until the BC Liberal government deregulated
the land in 2004. Island Timberlands has now logged perhaps

MLA SCOTT FRASER WITH
KEN WU, THE AWARD, AND
A BIG TREE
half of the area.
Raw Log Exports. Since 2001, a massive amount of raw
logs have left the province; currently about 6 million cubic
meters of logs each year, costing thousands of existing and
potential forestry jobs in BC’s mills and wood manufacturing
facilities.
Private Managed Forest Lands Act
These too-weak regulations on private managed forest lands
do little to protect riparian ecosystems, endangered species, oldgrowth forests, and the ecological integrity of the vast private
forest lands on Vancouver Island and elsewhere. Large swaths
of these lands were formerly regulated up to stronger public
lands standards until the BC Liberal government deregulated
them.
Fraser recently spearheaded the introduction of petitions
into the Legislative Assembly, on behalf of the Ancient Forest
Alliance (22,000 signatures) and the Wilderness Committee in
2009 (30,000 signatures). The petitions called for protection
for endangered old-growth forests, to ensure sustainable
second-growth forestry, and to end raw log exports. 0

Silence please! in the Archives - Patrick Brown

I

t’s beginning to look as if the federal government policy of
making sure that civil servants don’t say anything that the
government doesn’t think is absolutely civil is being
extended well beyond muzzling its scientists.
A new document, entitled ‘Library and Archives
Canada–Code of Conduct–Values and Ethics’ has come to light.
In case you were wondering, this came into force on December
31.
It stems from application of subsection 5(1) of the Public
Servants Disclosure Protection Act (PSDPA): ‘The LAC Code
of Conduct addresses ethical risks and potential conflict-ofinterest situations that LAC and its employees may encounter
in their daily activities and supports LAC’s business culture and
operational requirements.’

The Library of Parliament
Basically, what we are talking about here is the Library of
Parliament which, you may recall, was the home of the
Parliamentary Budget Officer, Kevin Page, until quite recently.
I won’t quote all of the 23-page document, just some bits:
3.1 Public sector values and expected behaviours
1. RESPECT FOR DEMOCRACY: Public servants shall uphold the
Canadian parliamentary democracy and its institutions by:
loyally carrying out the lawful decisions of their leaders and
supporting ministers in their accountability to Parliament and
Canadians;
3.2.2 Duty of loyalty
As public servants, our duty of loyalty to the Government of
Canada and its elected officials extends beyond our workplace
to our personal activities. Public servants must therefore use
caution when making public comments, expressing personal
opinions or taking actions that could potentially damage LAC’s
reputation and/or public confidence in the public service and
the Government of Canada. They must maintain awareness of
www.islandtides.com

their surroundings, their audience and how their words or
actions could be interpreted (or misinterpreted).
4.4.2 Teaching, speaking at conferences, and other personal
engagements:

‘High Risk’ Activities
On occasion, LAC employees may be asked by third parties to
teach or to speak at or be a guest at conferences as a personal
activity or part-time employment. Such activities have been
identified as high risk to LAC and to the employee with regard
to conflict of interest, conflict of duties and duty of loyalty.
Submitting the Confidential Report form to the COI
Administrator before accepting such offers will ensure proper
assessment under the VECPS and the LAC Code of Conduct,
thereby protecting both the employee and LAC. This form is
available in the Values and Ethics Toolkit on the Values and
Ethics Portal.
An employee may accept such invitations as personal
activities if all of the following conditions are met:
•The subject matter of the activity is not related to the
mandate or activities of LAC;
•The employee is not presented as speaking for or being an
expert of LAC or the Government of Canada;
•The third party is not a potential or current supplier
to/collaborator with LAC;
•The third party does not lobby or advocate with LAC;
•The third party does not receive grants, contributions or
other types of funding or payments from LAC;
•The employee has discussed it with his or her manager, who
has documented confirmation that the activity does not conflict
with the employee’s duties at LAC or present other risks to LAC.
The restrictions seem unbelievable but, then, government is
stranger than fiction these days. 0

