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Western Canada Marine Response Corporation is
responsible for the clean-up of oil spills anywhere
on the BC coast. It has been set up by the marine
transport industry as a Certified Response
Organization under the Canada Shipping Act
regulations, which require shippers and vessel
owners to take responsibility for oil spills and
accidents. Western Canada Marine Response
Corporation (WCMRC) has a monopoly on any
marine clean-up required.
While Kinder Morgan is responsible for any
spills at Trans Mountain’s Westridge loading
terminal, ship owners and their insurers are
responsible for clean-up costs once tankers leave
the terminal.
All vessels carrying crude petroleum or
products must be ‘members’ of WMCRC. It
charges by the hour for all personnel and
equipment. WCMRC members pay a regular
annual subscription plus a volume-based charge
for oil transported in order to maintain the
Corporation’s facilities and equipment in a ready
state.

Kinder Morgan Owns Spill
Cleanup Companies

In a filing to the National Energy Board by BC
economist Robyn Allan, she shows that WCMRC
is owned 50.9% by Kinder Morgan’s Trans
Mountain Pipeline (Allan’s filing has been
removed from the NEB website.)
Allan, writing to the Tanker Safety Expert
Panel, expresses her concern that since Kinder
Morgan receives half the profits from WCMRC,
its corporate interests may take precedence over

the public interest when it comes to cleaning up
marine oil spills.
Allan terms this a clear conflict of interest. As
she sees it, ‘arms-length relationships between
spill preparedness and response organizations
and the companies with the financial
responsibility for a spill event are necessary to
ensure better decision making when major or
catastrophic events occur’.
She comments that in Kinder Morgan’s
submissions to the National Energy Board, they
‘should be transparent about its relationship to,
and earnings potential from, these entities’
(WCMRC and WCSS—see below).
Even while WCMRC is on standby, Kinder
Morgan would appear to have made some
$100,000 per year over the past five years from
its interest in the cleanup company. The federal
government guarantees a fixed rate of return on
equity investment.
If there were a spill, the shipowners
responsible would be billed by the hour for
equipment and personnel, and WCMRC profits
would benefit, at the expense of shipowners and
their insurers.
Kinder Morgan is in a similar position with
respect to Western Canadian Spill Services Ltd.
WCSS is responsible for pipeline oil spill cleanup
for the Trans Mountain Pipeline. Kinder Morgan
shares ownership with two industry groups, and
Enbridge, the proponents of the Northern
Gateway Pipeline. Once again, Allan points out
the potential for a conflict of interest, should there
be a spill. 0
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Blue sky twice—Mayne island daffodil-filled meadow is still wet underfoot.

Hedging your bets - Patrick Brown
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SD64 plans place-based elementary
and middle years programs - Natalie Dunsmuir

t its March 11 board meeting, School
District Nº64 trustees passed a
motion recommending that three
new place-based, nature-based school
programs be established on Salt Spring and
Pender Islands. The first two, which would
be multi-aged kindergarten to grade three
classes, would be based at Fernwood and
Fulford Schools on Salt Spring Island. The
third recommendation is for the creation of
a middle years (grades 4-8) program on
Pender Islands. If enough interest is shown
by parents before the deadline of April 8,
these programs would get under way this
fall.

Place-based Learning?

In a letter sent to parents by SD Nº64, the
school district states that place-based
learning ‘incorporates cultural studies,
nature investigations, real world problem
solving and immersion in community life
and mentorship.... Program structures to be
explored include a cohort model with parent
participation that blends classroom,
outdoor, and home learning.’
Steve Dunsmuir, founder of the placebased Saturna Ecological Education Center
(SEEC), which started about eight years ago,
and the Middle Years Shared Ecological
Education Community (MYSEEC), believes
that ‘a place-based curriculum emerges

from our awareness and exploration of the
human and natural communities in which
we are active and contributing citizens.
School is not just preparation for what some
people call ‘real life’. It must be real life—
every day. Our learners are part of the real
world right now. Place-based education
honours that reality and the amazing
potential of our youngest community
members.’

What Would These
Programs Be Like?

The proposed programs would be full-time
and teach all aspects of the curriculum. They
would most likely take place in an already
established classroom within the schools,
but children would go outside everyday to
explore and participate in community and
environment.
Roz Kempe, a parent involved in the
Pender Island proposal, says she envisions
a place where children work together on
multi-disciplinary, multi-skill projects that
reflect their interests and get them out on
the land, in the environment, and in the
community. She stressed that teaching
communication skills, teamwork, critical
thinking, and problem solving is also an
important factor of these programs.
Collaboration and a hands-on approach to
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Roasting Fancy Coffee
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The last of the winter; early morning frost on
Gabriola Commons boardwalk.

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com
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‘Funny Faces of Pender Island’
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Art Exhibit by Lorraine Thomson
April 16-30
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n January 26, 2015, the Federal Court of Appeal in Toronto dismissed
the government’s appeal against an action brought by William Krehm,
Ann Emmett, and COMER (Committee for Monetary and Economic
Reform) to restore the use of the Bank of Canada to its original purpose: that is,
to finance government investments in infrastructure and ‘human capital’ at a
negligible interest rate.
Following this judgement, the federal government has 60 days to appeal the
case to the Supreme Court of Canada, who may or may not accept the case (the
SCC could let the Federal Court of Appeal’s dismissal stand).
The case is being prosecuted by Rocco Galati, by reputation Canada’s number
one constitutional lawyer. He believes that this is the most important case he
has ever had, and is on solid legal and constitutional grounds, and that his clients
should win. But he’s not counting on it.
‘Not all meritorious cases in our judicial system win,’ he says.
Galati finds it curious that the case, which has been winding its way through
the courts since December 2011, has attracted virtually no media attention.

Some History

The original 1934 version of the Bank of Canada Act provides (under s 18 (i)
and (j)) for the Bank to make loans to federal, provincial, and municipal
governments for ‘human capital’ expenditures (education, health, other social
services) and/or infrastructure expenditures. Loans to finance these activities
were then, and are still, a significant portion of government borrowing.
Prior to the creation of the Bank of Canada, the Canadian government
borrowed from private banks that issued their own banknotes. The largest of
these, the Bank of Montreal, served as the government’s banker.
In 1938, the Bank of Canada was established as a publicly owned self-funding
institution. Until 1974, it was the only publicly owned central bank in the G20.
The Bank of Canada charged interest on loans to the government, but the bank’s
profits were returned to the government, making the loans nearly interest free.
The government borrowed from the Bank of Canada, at almost zero interest,
to finance its way out of the Great Depression, the Second World War, the Trans
Canada Highway, the St Lawrence Seaway, and postwar growth in health care,
education, and social services.
But public ownership ended in 1974, when the Bank of International
Settlements (BIS) established policy that governments must borrow from
privately owned global banks. Since 1974, governments have not made use of
the Bank of Canada, but have borrowed from commercial banks, paying the
going rate of interest. This interest is a significant factor in government
budgeting, accounting, decision-making, and finance; it looms larger than health
care, seniors’ entitlements, or national defence.

The Essence of the Case

The case first appeared as a proposed class action seeking damages and possibly
Court Declaration against the Defendant (Her Majesty the Queen, The Minister
of Finance, The Minister of National Revenue, The Bank of Canada, and The
Attorney General of Canada). It was originally filed with the Federal Court on
January 19, 2012.
It claimed that the refusal of the federal government to request such loans
from the Bank of Canada, and the refusal of the Bank of Canada, controlled by
the federal government, to make such loans ‘has resulted in negative and
destructive impacts on Canadians by the disintegration of Canada’s economy,
its financial institutions, increase in public debt, decrease in social services, as
well as a widening gap between rich and poor with a continuing disappearance
of the middle class’.
It is further claimed that section 18(m), which was added to the Bank of
Canada Act after 1974, is unconstitutional and ‘of no force and effect’. This
subsection provides legislative cover for transactions between the Bank of
Canada and other central banks, the Bank of International Settlements, the
International Monetary Fund, the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, etc. This essentially links the Bank of Canada to an international
privately owned central banking system which operates on the basis that interest
is payable on loans and deposits.
The action’s claim is that the administration and operation of this clause is
unconstitutional in that Parliament and the government have ‘abdicated their
duty to govern’ over monetary, currency and fiscal policies, and the effect on
socio-economic governance. The plaintiffs (Krehm, Emmett, and COMER) say
that the government has handed control of those policies to international, private
entities, whose interests are then placed above the interests of Canadians. This,
www.islandtides.com

‘W

Bank of Canada case - government appeal dismissed - Patrick Brown

hen a government is dependent upon bankers for money, they
and not the leaders of the government control the situation,
since the hand that gives is above the hand that takes.… Money
has no motherland; financiers are without patriotism and without decency;
their sole object is gain.’
—Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France, 1815

‘O

nce a nation parts with control of its currency and credit, it
matters not who makes that nation’s laws. Usury, once in control,
will wreck any nation. Until the control of currency and credit is
restored to government and recognized as its most conspicuous and sacred
responsibility, all talk of the sovereignty of Parliament and of democracy is
idle and futile.’
—Mackenzie King, Canada’s 10th Prime Minister, 1938

they say, is unconstitutional, ‘not only with respect to its specific provisions, but
also with respect to the underlying constitutional imperatives’.
And that’s not all. The plaintiffs go on to claim that the Governor of the Bank
of Canada, in maintaining the secrecy of minutes of meetings with other central
bank governors, is acting ultra vires his authority and unconstitutionally; that
the Minister of Finance is required to identify, in his budget, expenditures on
‘human capital’, and list them as assets rather than expenses; that the Minister
of Finance is required to list all revenues, before subtracting tax credits to
individuals and corporations, in his calculation of a net budgetary surplus or
deficit (by s 91(5) of the Constitution Act, 1867).
This leads to an accusation that the Defendant’s officials conspired (‘wittingly
or unwittingly’) to ‘by-pass the sovereign rule of Canada’ in respect of financial,
monetary, and socio-economic policy, to ‘cause injury’ to the plaintiffs ‘and all
other Canadians’. This being a class action, the plaintiffs claim damages of
$10,000 each for themselves, and $1 each for every Canadian citizen/resident,
plus ‘declaratory and/or consequential and/or prerogative order and/or relief;
and costs’.

Two Trials... And More

The first test of this action took place in the Federal Court before Justice Aalto
on December 5, 2012. Federal government lawyers moved to ‘strike’ the action;
in other words, to bar the court from hearing the case. They won the day.
In August, 2013, Justice Aalto ruled the allegations ‘not justiciable’, and that
the COMER lawsuit was not liable to be tried in a court of law. (If a court of law
could decide the matter successfully, it is said to be justiciable.) Undaunted,
COMER, Krehm, and Emmett appealed Justice Aalto’s decision on December
10, 2013 in the Federal Court, under Mr Justice Russell. A larger courtroom had
to be found to accommodate the overflow crowd.
Rocco Galati argued that Justice Aalto’s conclusion that the action was ‘not
justiciable’ was ‘reverse circular reasoning’, because Aalto had effectively tried
the case. Galati argued that on a motion to strike, the court must not prejudge
the merits of the action, but only whether a court could decide it; and that the
interpretation of a statute must be determined by a full trial, not just on a motion
to strike.
Galati also pointed out that Justice Aalto’s decision depended on a ‘flawed
interpretation’ of the word ‘may’ in section 18 of the Bank of Canada Act.
COMER’s interpretation was that the word ‘may’ should be read as ‘having the
power to’, and should not imply any decision-making power.
COMER won that appeal, in Justice Russell’s April 24, 2014 decision to
overturn Justice Aalto’s decision, commenting only that some of the claims
needed elaboration. The main action ‘is justiciable and can proceed’.

Both COMER And The Government Appealed

On January 26, 2015, the Federal Court of Appeal dismissed both appeals.
COMER lost its appeal on two minor points. But the government lost on its
motion to strike the action. Quoting Justice Russell: ‘the declaratory relief sought,
which is the bulk of the claim, as to the meaning of, and misuse of the Bank of
Canada provisions, as they relate to interest-free loans for human capital
infrastructure, as well as the Finance Minister’s fudging of the numbers in the
budgetary process, is justiciable and can proceed’.
It is difficult to guess what happens next. The government could appeal the
Federal Court of Appeal’s decision to the Supreme Court of Canada before March
29, 2015; but the Supreme Court could refuse to hear it, preferring to hear the
action itself, rather than appeals on the motion to strike. 0

Brian Crumblehulme

et’s begin with a number of verifiable observations: The
human gut possesses up to 100 trillion microbes which
can vary with sex, age, weight, geography and diet, and
this community directly affects/controls your health. We also
know that modern diets are significantly low in microbes and
high in processed foods compared with traditional and rural
ones. These factors in turn directly affect the health and
demographics of the gut microbiome, as it is called, turning it
into the modern human dis-biome that is directly associated
with many chronic diseases such as diabetes and obesity.
It would appear that the principal causes of the modern
malaise has less to do with how much fat or carbohydrate we
eat and more to do with a diet of processed foods, industrial
farming and the abuse of pharmaceuticals. Antibiotics will kill
or reduce bacteria that may cause a serious disease, so modern
farmers and ranchers practice a pro-active application of
antibiotics to limit the spread of infectious diseases among their
flocks and herds. Seventy years ago an unanticipated
consequence established that young animals fed on a diet laced
with antibiotics quickly put on more weight. This was good for
the cattle industry since it increased the profit margin. In the
last three decades the industrial use of ranching/farming
pharmaceuticals accounts for 70% of all manufactured
pharmaceuticals. That this may affect the health of all those that
eat beef, pork or chicken is now established. However, since this
may affect the bottom line for ranchers and the pharmaceutical
industry, there is shall we say, a push-back.
From the farm and ranch publication of the University of
Nebraska, 2013: ‘First, the overuse and abuse of antibiotics by
humans should be discussed.’ They continue: ‘We live in an
antibacterial society. How many people have antibacterial hand
sanitizers, antibacterial soaps and lotions, antibacterial wipes,
etc at home/work? Each time these are used they may kill some
bacteria, but the bacteria that are not killed become stronger
and more resistant. So take a moment to ponder how you may
be contributing to antibiotic resistance on a personal level.’
Okay, blame the victim. By 2014, the State University of
South Dakota, Agriculture Program, is more coy as they
acknowledge the question: ‘Some antibiotics, for reasons that
aren’t totally understood, help cattle grow faster and get more

‘E

xpress the purity, freshness, simplicity and ethics we wish to associa te with our
region.’ From the mission statement adopted by the Nordic Council of Ministers F ood
Statement in 2005 . A typical week’s dinners might include three meat, two seafood,
and two vegetarian meals, but on any g iven da y, you can eat as many as you like, within reason, of
root veg etables, leafy g reens, nu ts and berries, legu mes, and orchard fru its, all of them local and
in season, and whole grains such as rye, spelt, oats, and barley.

—Beyond Paleo: Is eating like a Viking the next It diet? Kate Christensen, Vogue, December 2014

out of the feed they eat.’
Well, here’s your answer: ‘When we put mice on a high
calorie diet, they got fat. When we put mice on antibiotics, they
got fat. But when we put them on both antibiotics and a high fat
diet, they got very, very fat,’ Martin Blaser, professor of
microbiology, NYU, Langone Medical Centre, said in 2014.
That the human microbiome and antibiotics in our diet may
have very serious consequences for chronic illness like obesity,
is consequential. At the risk of sounding paranoid, it is the food
system that is making us sick and entrenched investment will
see to it that this hegemony will not change for the better any
time soon. We can, however, choose to live without it by growing
our own food and buying local, organic and fresh.
Let’s take a step back. There is a growing literature on
traditional diets, such as the Mediterranean diet, as they might
relate to health. Given that remedies for serious illnesses are
modern, our ancestors had to cope with these challenges as best
they could. What recent forensic research has shown, however,
is that if our ancestors did not succumb to plague, smallpox or
spears, they often lived into healthy old age. So can we find
examples of ancient cultures that did not live in filthy cities,
contract deadly infections or be overcome by wars or natural
disasters—and seemed to do okay?
In the British Isles and northwest Europe there are many peat
bogs, remnants of the last ice-age. Peat bogs are characterized by
frequent deep water pools and are perfect for preserving bodies.
In Norway, Sweden and Denmark the thousand-year-old bodies
and skeletons of Vikings suggest that these so-called dark-age
ancestors were tall and strong, and died with all their teeth.
Excepting arthritis, chronic illnesses were rare.
In England and Ireland, even older bodies of two or even five
millennia have been recovered. These Celts, living in prehistoric times, practiced a Druidic form of human sacrifice every

SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF ELECTION BY VOTING FOR TRUSTEES
ELECTION BY VOTING

FOREST
HILL
LEICHTER
SCHLENKER

Mitchell
Derek
Maxine
Norbert

FREE REMOVAL!

Scrap Car, Truck, Bus
& Equipment

No Wheels? No Problem!
Metal Clean-up Bins Also
Available

Residential Address

267 Suneagle Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C

221 Chu-an Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 1H9

706 Mt. Belcher Hts. Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2J3

130 Bittoncourt Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C.,
AND THAT the one year term commencing at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held
on April twentieth (20th), 2015 and terminating at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held
in 2016 for which nominations were received:

TRUSTEE (One person to be elected)
Surname
Given Name
Residential Address
LEE
Linda
220 Park Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2R6
ELECTED BY ACCLAMATION

VOTING DAY for the election of Trustees will be open on Saturday the eighteenth (18th) day of April
2015, TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT at:

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, REPAIRED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF Eleven (11:00) A.M. and
Five (5:00 ) P.M.

Thomas F. Moore, Returning Officer

Each reader’s $30 annual voluntary
subscription makes a difference.

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
Regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held on
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at
Pender Islands School. Meeting
commencing at 1pm. Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–board
-meetings. Public Welcome!

Given under my hand at Ganges, B.C. this twentieth (20th) day of March 2015.

If you are not on the List of Registered Electors you may register on Voting Day providing you produce
two pieces of identification, one of which has your signature, preferably with pictorial identification, e.g
drivers licence, and documentation proving ownership of the land for which you are owner, e.g tax notice,
assessment notice or duplicate certificate of title.

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

MEETING

ADVANCE VOTING for election of Trustees shall be open on Wednesday the fifteenth (15th) of April 2015
TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT between
the hours of eleven (11:00) A.M. and four (4:00) P.M. at the Salt Spring Island Public Library, 129
McPhillips Avenue

You are qualified as an Elector if you are:
(a) A Canadian Citizen
(b) eighteen years or older on Voting Day
(c) a resident in the Province for at least six months before Voting Day
(d) an owner of land within the boundaries of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
(e) an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent, of a Board or Corporation that
owns land within the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
If more than one person is registered on title as owner of land then those owners are entitled to vote
providing they meet the qualifications set out above. No persons may vote more than once with the
exception that they may vote as an authorized agent and personally if they own land on a personal
basis. Please note that when checking the list of owners provided by the B.C. Assessment
Authority the multiple ownership of some properties may not have been recorded. If the property
that is being used for voting purposes is held in multiple ownership it is recommended that the
persons intending to vote bring suitable identification, as listed below, to avoid any
inconvenience.

Gulf Islands • Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

An Island Family Business
For 50 Years!

SALT SPRING ISLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY, 129 McPhillips Avenue

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS

spring to convince the gods into granting a good harvest. The
bodies were then ceremonially buried in the peat bogs.
Ranging across thousands of years, scores of ritually
murdered men and women have been recovered from peat bogs
and examined. Without exception, at the time of death, these
unfortunates were very healthy, usually tall, well groomed and
clean. They had eaten a last meal of bread or stew based on
spelt-wheat, barley, a wide variety of seeds and herbs, and often
meat. Forensic research tells us that early Celtic diets consisted
of various carbohydrates, farmed meat, fish and game. Their
crops included spelt-wheat, barley, turnips, cabbages, onions
and a wide range of herbs and wild plants. They had dairy
animals for milk, butter and cheese; honey, apples and wild
berries, and sometimes they traded for Arabic spices such as
pepper and ginger. They drank wine, beer, buttermilk and
occasionally mead. They were self-sufficient farmers who also
hunted and fished. A tough outdoor life and many villages were
relatively isolated from urban infections. They ate well—a diet
unadulterated by chemical additives or antibiotics—and they
were not overweight. This must have been a common state in
rural areas across the world for a very long time.
The neo-Viking diet is now trendy in Norway, Denmark and
the UK. According to Dr Arne Astrup, Director of Human
Nutrition at Copenhagen, ‘the new Nordic diet is a new food
culture... with key emphasis on gastronomy, health and
environment.’ With obesity levels in Scandinavia at half what
they are in the UK, the new diet provides an ‘understanding of
how food and diets can affect mental and physical health,’ says
University of Copenhagen.
‘It’s coming in every direction. We’re really assaulting our
microbiome. Right now, everyone is giving antibiotics... Once
there is evidence that they have costs, the calculation begins to
change,’ says Martin Blaser. 0

BULLETIN B O A R D

Public Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District an
Election by Voting is necessary to elect, for a three year term commencing at the end of the Annual
General Meeting to be held on April 20th, 2015 and terminating at the end of the Annual General
Meeting to be held in the year 2018, to fill the offices of three (3) Trustees on the Board of Salt
Spring Island Fire Protection District and that the persons nominated as candidates at the Election
and for whom the votes will be received are listed below:

TRUSTEES - three persons to be elected:
Surname
Given Name
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• Foreshore Applications
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• Durable dock systems for
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Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710
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Northumberland
Transportation

40 ft Landing Craft,
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Email: thelma@maritime.ca

All Types of Residential
& Commercial

VINCE SMYTHE
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Quality Workmanship
Reliable Service
Free Estimates
info@smytheroofing.com

Hy-Geo
Consulting

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

(250) 658-1701

information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

SALT SPRING ISLAND

L

The Human Microbiome, Part 3: Ancient Diets

Besley
Design & Build
3D Computer Design
Permit Plans
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885
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Area 7 Herring Stocks

A version of this letter was sent to Jim Pattison, Chairman and
CEO of the Jim Pattison Group.
The Heiltsuk Nation has prohibited a commercial seine and
gillnet sac roe herring fishery for Area 7 on the Central Coast
from taking place in 2015. Our Nation has attempted to relay
this message on multiple occasions, most recently at a meeting
between Gladstone Reconciliation Society representatives and
the Herring Industry Advisory Board on March 16 in
Vancouver. It appears that our efforts to protect the herring
stocks have fallen on deaf ears again.
Herring stocks have not yet recovered enough from years of
overharvesting to support a sac roe fishery. A sac roe opening
at this time has the potential to further decimate the rebuilding
of the herring stocks and cause irreparable damage to our
community. We have relied on herring as a food source and
form of currency for millennia, and depleted herring stocks
affect our ability to exercise our aboriginal rights as defined in
the Supreme Court of Canada’s 1996 Gladstone Decision.
The Heiltsuk Nation owns two gillnet licenses, but we will
not be leasing them this year due to conservation concerns. In
a community with high unemployment such as ours, this
decision was not taken lightly. It is a sacrifice we must make
now in order to safeguard for our future. We appreciate the
leadership and understanding of the situation that the United
Fisherman and Allied Workers’ Union-Unifor has shown by its
recommendation to its members not to select the Central Coast
as an area to fish herring this year, as outlined in an open letter
to the Council of the Haida Nation, the Heiltsuk Tribal Council
and BC commercial herring fishermen dated January 20, 2015.
We request that you follow suit and give notice that your
company will comply with the 2015 closure. By allowing herring
stocks to recover now, we hope to all benefit from this precious
resource again in the future.
We look forward to your response.
Marilyn Slett and William Gladstone

Don’t Predict Election Outcome

Dear Editor:
We are fortunate to have Green Party Leader MP Elizabeth May
as Canada’s first-ever Green MP. However, in her mostlyexcellent column of March 5, 2015, in Island Tides, May
committed what I believe is one of her gravest mistakes since
her election in 2011.
She has already predicted the end of the Stephen Harper era
before it has actually happened. I need not quote her last
paragraph, but I advise anyone feeling that the election is
already the beginning of the end of Harper to Google ‘Adrian
Dix + 2013 + provincial election’.
Matthew Burrows, Mount Tuam
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Readers’ Letters

Canada—No Home For Bill C-51

Dear Editor:
A family protesting clear cut logging on Haida Gwaii;
grandparents speaking out against war; First Nations blocking
a pipeline through their traditional lands; union workers
engaged in a wildcat strike; fishermen opposed to oil tanker
traffic; filmmakers documenting civil disobedience; journalists
advocating an independent Quebec...
What do each of these groups have in common?
Each could be charged with ‘terrorism’ under the
Conservative’s draconian Bill C-51 which would criminalize any
action deemed a threat to the ‘economic and financial security’
of Canada, to ‘critical infrastructure’ or to Canada’s diplomatic
relations.
CSIS agents could imprison suspects for up to a year before
laying charges under a frightening new surveillance regime
without limit, without precedents and without Parliamentary
oversight.
While one or possibly two Canadians died as a result of
politically motivated violence—the textbook definition of
terrorism—over the past two decades, cancer claimed
1,700,000, heart disease 1,130,000 and suicide 88,000, while
1,500 murdered and missing aboriginal women were deemed
unworthy of so much as an inquiry.
Canadians need to immediately make it clear to their MPs
that Canada is no home for Bill C-51, secret police, nor any
political party that thinks otherwise.
Mike Ward, Duncan

Raven Coal Mine: The Real Problem

Dear Editor:
Many of us in the Comox Valley breathed a sigh of relief when
Compliance Energy pulled the plug, at least temporarily, on its
Raven Coal Mine project. But the struggle with coalmines in this
valley is not over. It is just beginning.
Compliance, or some other company, may rise up like the
phoenix out of the Raven ashes. Then there are those other large
coalmining corporations. They are hovering over us with
government-issued coal leases in their talons that cover a third
of this valley. They are just waiting for the right economic winds
to appear before they swoop down. Compliance and the other
companies are not going to go away because the coal in the
ground is not going to go away. So what to do?
We must begin by dealing with the real problem. It doesn’t
take much digging—if you will excuse the analogy—to realize
that the real problem is the federal and provincial governments.
They have a dream of becoming a world energy superstar. They
are doing everything in their power to make their dream our
reality. And they are spending our money to do it.
Pursuing their dream, both governments have created a
carbon colonialism based upon secrecy, giving away our
resources to foreign corporations, ramming huge omnibus bills
through elected bodies and punishing people and organizations
that stand in their way.
Our governments have reinforced this colonialism by
creating a phony carbon culture based on the myth that
coalmines, pipelines, tars sands and fracking are now, and will
be, our road into the future. But they are blowing it both on an
international level and here at home
If you ask a financial counsellor to help you invest money for
your future, the first words out of his or her mouth are ‘diversify,
diversify, diversify.’ Unfortunately our government leaders who
are supposed to help create a sustainable and resilient economy
for our future did not get, or did not want to get, this message.
They didn’t realize that getting involved in the energy
sweepstakes is like getting involved in an international
horserace that they can’t control. They’ve tied our future to a
one-trick pony called Carbon that turned up lame just out of the
gate. But they still stand at the rail cheering Carbon on and
yelling ‘jobs, jobs, jobs.’ All this while the price of oil is down by
half, coalmines around the world are closing, pipelines are in
trouble from spills, aboriginal communities’ lawsuits and citizen
opposition, and many resource companies are rapidly
downsizing and laying off staff. And, in terms of environmental
protection, our governments have become an international
pariah.
Instead of supporting alternative forms of energy and
creating sustainable jobs, our governments continue to provide
over a billion dollars annually in grants and other financial
incentives to wealthy multinational resource companies so they
can continue to carbonize our world.
In the past, we, especially the developed countries, have
benefited immensely from energy based upon carbon. But times
have changed. Our current situation is a bit like going to a doctor
and getting a prescription. He or she tells us to take one pill a
day with meals. But if we disregard the advice and decide to
chug down the whole bottle we will likely OD and perhaps die.
It is like that with carbon. What was once good for us is now
killing the ecosystems we depend upon for our survival.
Let’s learn from our Raven experience. Let’s not confuse the
symptoms with the real problem. We might start with the advice
that Deep Throat gave to Robert Redford in that dark parking
garage in the movie All the President’s Men—‘Follow the
money’.
The real development problem in the Comox Valley is not
about individual coalmines. It is about money and political
power—and it always has been.
Mike Bell, Comox

Bridge Feasibility Study

A version of this letter was sent to Minister of Transportation
Todd Stone.
Dear Minister Stone:
As you may recall, we have previously written two letters to you
expressing our concern regarding your swift positive response
to a group of residents of Gabriola requesting that the Ministry
fund a feasibility study regarding the possibility of a bridge
across Mudge Island to Gabriola.
Our concerns are threefold:
First, you responded to the request with an almost
immediate allocation of $200,000 to complete the study, yet
you apparently did not discuss this decision with any of the
elected groups potentially impacted: the Islands Trust, the City
of Nanaimo, the Snuneymuxw First Nation, the Regional
District of Nanaimo, any residents of Cedar or any of the other
4,000 permanent residents of Gabriola or Mudge.
Secondly, as you must be aware, the Islands Trust has a very
clear position regarding fixed links to any of the islands within
the Trust. You disregarded this position established by our
elected officials, although your officials had ample opportunity
to discuss it with then Islands Trust Chair Sheila Malcolmson a
day before the announcement of this study.
Thirdly, it is obvious the decisions your government have
made regarding the operation of BC Ferries have had a
profoundly negative impact on the economic and social health
of the islands and other ferry-dependent communities. Yet you
chose to ignore the results of a thorough study funded by the
UBCM.
Mr Stone, you acknowledged that the feasibility study would
be completed by February 27, 2015, yet in various emails to
myself and other Gabriolans who have contacted you, you
indicated that you would not ‘be able to share its findings until
summer 2015.’
Mr Stone, why would you and your Ministry not be able to
share the results of this study until summer? The Legislature
does not sit in the summer and it is unlikely, given your
government’s track record, that there will be a Fall Sitting. It
seems that if it was so important to fund this feasibility study
paid for by $200,000 of taxpayers’ money, that it would be just
as important to present the results in the Legislature for
discussion rather than wait until the summer when citizens tend
to be more focused on summertime activities and less scrutiny
can be afforded by our elected representatives.
We are urging you to immediately release the results of this
study and to seriously consider the environmental, social,
economic, and cultural impacts such a project could have on
these very sensitive islands and surrounding areas.
We have already expressed concern that the study was
undertaken with no consultation with anyone except for those
relatively few that signed the original request. We would venture
to guess that if 600 people from Vancouver requested a study
for a ferry to replace the Lions Gate Bridge, the response from
your Ministry would be significantly different.
Mr Stone, waiting 5-6 months to release the results of this
‘feasibility study’ seems a decision that demonstrates little
regard for ensuring that the concerns and apprehensions of
those of us who live on these islands are addressed in any timely
and respectful manner.
We look forward to your written response.
Stephen O’Neill, Gabriola

More Info About Seaweed Needed

Dear Editor
I have been following letters written by the group protesting the
September 15 to February 15 seaweed harvest on Bowser/Deep
Bay area beaches. This is a legal licensed seaweed harvest of
Mazzaella japonica. The harvesters are entrepreneurs who
recognize a small business opportunity that provides local
employment, while possibly benefiting the environment. They
researched, wrote business plans, applied for licences, and
invested in machines with crane and rubber tracks as required
for beach use.
There are rules governing where and how the tracked
machine is used on the beach. The harvest is closely monitored
and regulated by Dept of Fisheries and Dept of Agriculture.
There are also marine biologists engaged in studying the impact
of seaweed and its harvest.
Mazzaella japonica is an introduced species from Japan. Not
classified as invasive yet, it grows in the waters off Qualicum where
it thrives, potentially displacing native species. Mazzaella japonica
lacks the floater chambers and buoyancy of local seaweed varieties.
In the fall it breaks off ,moving with the current along the ocean
bottom, to be deposited on the shore of Bowser/Deep Bay area
beaches, where it congregates in a dense smothering, right at the
area bivalves and other sea creatures occupy. Local varieties of sea
creatures may not be equipped to deal with the smothering thick
layer of non-native Mazzaella japonica. Seaweed that floats to the
top of the shoreline is unharvested and proceeds to breakdown
and interact with ecosystems.
If we look at the photos in Island Tides, February 5, pg.5 this
point is well illustrated. Photo on the left with harvesters
pitchforking into baskets show the thick carpet of Mazalla
japonica, right where beach gravel turns into habitat for bivalves
and other sea creatures. The photo on the right shows an
abundance of seaweed left along the upper shoreline.
Why would these environmentally savvy harvesters remove
LETTERS, please turn to page 9
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Echo Lake bio blitz survey compiled
biodiversity survey (nicknamed bio-blitz) of an
extremely rare but endangered lowland old-growth
forest between Mission and Agassiz (about a two hour
drive east of Vancouver), the Echo Lake Ancient Forest, has
revealed that it is home to a large diversity of flora and fauna.
This includes many species at risk such as various species of
bats, frogs, snails, dragonflies, and moss.
The surveys, conducted over a weekend last year by

biologists and naturalists, and coordinated by the Ancient
Forest Alliance, have now been compiled and will be submitted
to the BC Ministry of Environment’s Conservation Data Centre
and Wildlife Species Inventory. Over the two days,
approximately 174 plant, 55 vertebrate, 153 invertebrate, and
38 fungi species were found around Echo Lake, an area already
famous for its eagles. 0

Photo: TJ Watt

Tree climber Matthew Beatty of the Arboreal Collective (right) and Hannah Carpendale of the Ancient
Forest Alliance (left) hang suspended from an old-growth red cedar tree during the Echo Lake Bio-Blitz.

Ferries fare increases held to 1.9% from 2016 - Patrick Brown
The Ferry Commissioners, regulatory body for BC Ferries, have
set preliminary fare cap increases for Performance Term 4 at
1.9% per year. PT4 starts on April 1, 2016 and runs until March
31, 2020; final decisions on PT4 fares must be made by
September 30, 2015. These fare increases are consistent with
the expected 2% rate of inflation, an objective set by the
provincial government.
There remains an increase of 3.9% on April 1 of this year,
about twice the rate of inflation. But for the next four years, then,
in real terms, ferry fares have been frozen at current levels.

Changing the Rules

The rate of increase will be half that of recent increases, and the
Commissioners’ Report that accompanied the release of the PT4
fare caps makes it clear that a great deal of work was necessary
to get there. The Commissioners’ original calculations, using the
existing rules, had led to fare increases of 4.15% per year for
major routes, and 8.23% for minor and northern routes. This
was clearly unacceptable to users, and could only result in a
continuation of the decline in traffic that had been experienced
in Performance Term 3 with fare increases of approximately 4%
on minor routes.
The Commissioners went back to the Province; this resulted
in the stopgap Bill 14, in June, 2011, which set the increase for
April 1, 2015 at 4.15% and set a review of fare levels in motion.
This was followed by Bill 47, in June, 2012, which changed the
rules for fare cap calculation.
Instead of a fixed Return on Investment from the Ferry
Corporation to its owners (the Province) the new rules called
for fare setting that would reflect a ‘balancing’ of interests
between the interests of ferry users, taxpayers, and the financial
interests which held BC Ferries’ not inconsiderable debt. The
Return on Investment target was replaced by a debt service
coverage ratio of no less than 2.5, and an equity requirement of
not less than 17.5% of total capitalization.
Not only that, but also the calculation now permits the crosssubsidization of the minor and northern routes from the
Mainland–Vancouver Island ferry routes (which have always
been more profitable) so that cost and fare increases are
distributed evenly across all ferry routes. Finally, the original

legislation specified that ‘user pay’ was the regulatory principle
to be followed. Now that it has nearly been accomplished (at
least with respect to operating expenses) on the minor routes,
it has been removed.

Plans and Assumptions

The Commissioners’ report noted with approval that BC Ferries
was ‘on track’ to achieve some $54 million in ‘efficiencies’ in PT3
(which won’t be over for another year). These savings included
cuts in executive salaries and administration costs, reductions
in unplanned overtime of 16%, a reduction in staff turnover
from 10% to 3%, and some service reductions of ‘underutilized
capacity’.
The Commissioners’ report also notes that ‘ridership
declines have levelled off’ but offers no figures to support this.
(One might observe that it had to level off at some point.) In
fact, they project a 2% increase in traffic over the four year
period.
In PT4, the Commissioners call for further savings of $27.6
million over the four year period, without saying where they
might be achieved. They also assume the continuation of the
existing fuel price hedging program, assuming an average cost
over the four year period of 91.5¢/litre for marine diesel, and
46.4¢/litre for LNG. (A number of vessels will soon be able to
run on either fuel.) Inflation assumptions of 2% per year are
built in where appropriate.
The costs and borrowing for a twelve year capital plan are
built in to the Commissioners’ calculations. Assuming no
substantive change in route configuations or service levels, the
capital plan assumes the replacement of 18 vessels, significant
expenditures on infrastructure at Horseshoe Bay, 3 major
computer systems projects, and some 700 minor capital
projects; a total of $3.1 billion.
Planned computer systems projects include new reservation
and ticketing systems. These could permit differential pricing
(day of week, time of day) and increased reservation usage.
The Province still seems reluctant to take the Ferry
Corporation back into the Ministry of Transportation, but will
ask the federal government for infrastructure money for the
capital program. 0
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In-favour activism: Ken
Wu and the old-growth
giants - Colin Grainger

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, circa 1983. A 10-year-old Ken Wu
thumbs through a copy of The Pacific Coast, from the Illustrated
Natural History of Canada series. Inside is an image that will
ignite a passion and start a journey to British Columbia. It’s of a
tree stump so huge it creates a dance floor, and couples from an
earlier era celebrate the promise of the logging industry with a
waltz. This image left him in awe that trees so colossal could exist
and has been etched in his mind ever since.
Today, Ken is the man behind the Ancient Forest Alliance
(AFA), a nonprofit organization with a mission to protect
British Columbia’s remaining old-growth forests. Based in
Victoria, BC, the AFA’s successes range from bringing the
world’s attention to ‘Avatar Grove,’ to their part in convincing
the province to halt expansion of tree-farm licences. The secret
to success, Ken says, is reaching out to people from all walks of
life, from First Nations to forestry workers, businesses to
grandmothers, hippies to politicians. Appealing to what people
care about and solutions is the strategy that emerged after 20
years of activism experience.
As an Ecological Science student at UBC, Ken joined the
Student Environment Centre (SEC), an environmental club.
This was a way to learn about and practice organizing
fundraisers and rallies. Ken organized protests to protect the
Walbran Valley on Vancouver Island, the Capilano Watershed
in North Vancouver, and what is now Tatshenshini Provincial
Park in the Northwestern corner of BC.
The Environment Centre was productive, but mostly limited
to on-campus forums and rallies. Like so many young people,
Ken had more of a direct action approach in mind, so he started
the UBC chapter of Earth First—an organization well known at
the time for its assertive activism tactics. This allowed him to
bridge the gap between student activists and the ‘Commercial
Drive’ activists in Vancouver. Ken’s chapter, Greenfire, enabled
him to organize blockades instead of just rallies.
In 1992, a year before the largest blockade in Canada’s
history, Ken organized students of UBC to attend a blockade
in Tofino. There Ken met organizer Valerie Langer, a cofounder of the Friends of Clayoquot Sound.
What Ken found in Valerie was a pioneer of environmental
activism. She crafted the first ‘markets campaigns’ in BC,
including the boycott of BC old-growth wood products sold in
the US and Europe. She was also one of the first to negotiate with
logging companies and First Nations for protection of key areas.
She provided him with insight on how to build modern
campaigns and the importance of using a variety of strategies.
More importantly, to reach outside the comfortable circles of
similar-minded activists and see things through various
perspectives. As Ken puts it, ‘to move beyond the narrowminded activism that pervades a lot of the young, angry activists.’
Ken has a name for this: burnout activism. These are
movements without major solutions. They ignore the
economy, and keep their circles small among like-minded
people. Ken says the burnout happens when people don’t see
things changing in their direction. They become more ‘strident,’
and frustrated with the general public. ‘Once the public is your
enemy, then you’ve already lost the issue,’ he says. He observed
this among different activist groups after university. ‘What I
started to realize is that we need to focus more on solutions
than on what we’re against. It doesn’t mean you don’t talk
about what you’re against, but you have to emphasize more
what you’re in favour of... do both, but one’s a little bit stronger
than the other.’
Campaigns have to acknowledge the economy and jobs, but
it can be as simple as figuring out what people care about. ‘My
sister, for example, thinks trees are just food for animals, but
she loves animals,’ Ken says, pointing to the AFA’s calendar of
photography, ‘so if she sees a bear, she’ll care about [the
habitat].’ But of course it’s important to acknowledge solutions
too. ‘If you don’t change the economy, the forces that cause the
problem to begin with are going to persist.’
Focusing the public’s attention on what they care about
encourages them to draw the political connections for
themselves, and that helps put pressure on governments.
Nonetheless, Ken still believes that direct-action roadblocks
and rallies may be needed at times. ‘There’s still a place for it if
it’s done smartly,’ he says, ‘but it never supplants the broader
large-scale movements that harness the average Canadian.’ 0
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Electric vehicle
incentives

BC’s SCRAP-IT program has announced a new
incentive offering a $3,000 rebate to drivers who
wish to scrap a 15-year-old or older vehicle and
replace it with a new electric vehicle. SCRAP-IT’s
‘voluntary early retirement’ vehicle program is
designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and to lower exhaust pollutants across the
province. All scrapped vehicles and their
components are permanently and properly
recycled. Vehicle models from Year 2000 or
before emit up to 60 times more emissions than
later models, and far more emissions than
electric vehicles, according to SCRAP-IT CEO
Dennis Rogoza.
New electric vehicles that qualify for the
incentive are as follows: Chevrolet Volt,
Chevrolet Spark (1LT, 2LT), Mercedes Smart
Fortwo Electric Drive, Mitsubishi iMiev, Nissan
Leaf (S, SV, SL), Tesla Model S or X, Ford Focus
Electric, BMW i3, Kia Soul EV, Cadillac ELR
Coupe and Honda Fit EV. To learn more, go to
visit www.scrapit.ca.
Meanwhile, Minister of Energy and Mines
Bill Bennett has announced a new incentive
program for hybrid, electric and hydrogen-fuel
cell vehicles, as part of Phase 2 of the Clean
Energy Vehicles Program. The Province is
offering incentives of up to $5,000 for the
purchase or lease of a new battery electric or
plug-in hybrid electric vehicle, and up to $6,000
for a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle. 0
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Neonicotinoid
Just mention neonicontinoid
And I feel slightly paranoid;
I did keep bees—a long time back—
And in those days we didn’t lack
For problems—bears and mites,
And below-zero winter nights,
Bee-keepers surely have enough
Without the option of this stuff.

This vital link of pollinators
Must be kept clear of violators;
To have our crops not propagating
Is not a chance we should be taking,
So why cook up a toxic brew
That kills all insect species too?
There’s other ways of pest control,
That don’t take such destructive toll.

So then the corporation said:
‘Let’s coat this stuff on seeds instead—
The bees can’t touch it underground’
All will be well, and safe and sound!
Now wishful-thinking’s been a part
Of human nature from the start;
Don’t blame the company for trying—
Those pesky bees continue dying!

I think the logic is quite plain:
Disaster looms—for short term gain.
Now pest control can still be done
In other ways besides this one;
So pollinators can be free;
As Nature wanted them to be.
In Europe this stuff has been banned,
While here, so far, we’ve let it stand.
H. Barry Cotton

Photo: Nicole Cournoyer

A local bee visits flower bouquet collected by Nicole Cournoyer’s daughter.

Ontario government reduces pesticide use

The Ontario government tabled a regulation to reduce use of neonicotinoid pesticides on corn
and soy seed by 80% before 2017. The regulation, tabled on March 23 after extensive public
consulation, is the first of its kind in North American to permanently restrict usage of neonics.
These pesticides have been largely held responsible for the decline in the population of bees and
other pollinators.
For more imformation on neonicotinoids and bees, the Wilderness Committee has published a
report which can be read at www.wildernesscommittee.org/publication/save_the_bees. 0

The Blue Dot Movement is growing
ow in its second year, the Blue Dot Movement is a
country-wide, grass-roots lobby group of citizens who
are asking all levels of government to recognize the right
of Canadians to a healthy environment. The ultimate goal is to
achieve an amendment to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms
to guarantee the right to breathe clean air, drink clean water
and consume safe food.

The Blue Dot Tour

Over six weeks last fall, David Suzuki travelled across Canada,
visiting over twenty communities and meeting with citizens in
cafeterias, school gyms, public parks and concert halls. At each
stop, Suzuki was joined by well known performers, artists and
leaders. The message was clear: stand up and demand
protection of the basic elements of our survival—clean air,
drinkable water, and unpolluted land.
After the tour, Suzuki said it was the most important thing
he has ever done. He said, ‘I have been both humbled and
energized at the outpouring of support Canadians are showing.’

Growing ‘The Blue Dot’ Movement

Citizens are asked to ‘sign on’ to this from-the-ground-up
movement. They are also asked to contact their locally elected
representatives to ask that their local government adopt a
declaration recognizing the right to a healthy environment.
The plan is to grow a national movement of Canadians who
recognize the importance of this right and stand together in
pressing legislators to do the same.
Once local governments across the country have signed
declarations, the results will be taken to the decision-makers of
our provinces and territories. With so many communities
calling for action, the provinces and territories will be compelled
to follow suit and pass environmental bills of rights.
Federal legislation sets out that when seven of the ten
provinces and two of the three territories, including a
representation of 50% or more of the Canadian population, are
on side on an issue, the federal government must address it.
Once the number of provinces formally recognizing the right to
a healthy environment reaches this tipping point, the Blue Dot

- Louise Bell

residents of the Islands Trust Area.
Movement will approach the federal government and seek
Twenty-nine local governments have made
the ultimate goal: amending the Canadian Charter
declarations, including Richmond, Vancouver,
of Rights and Freedoms.
‘Federal
Victoria, Saanich, Duncan, Ladysmith and
Importance of ‘Blue Dot’
legislation sets out that
Cumberland and extending as far east as
Movement
when seven of the ten
Montreal.
Around the world, countries are faced with
provinces and two of the three
On March 11, the Islands Trust Council
the realities of water scarcity, deteriorating
territories, including a
became the latest local government to sign
air quality, and climate change. In face of
on, declaring that ‘all residents in the
representation of 50% or more of
these challenges, more than 110 countries
Trust
Area have a right to live in a healthy
the Canadian population, are on
have recognized environmental rights, but
environment.’
Trust Council also directed
side on an issue, the federal
not Canada.
the Executive Committee to vote at
government must
We are among the world’s wealthiest
conventions of the Association of Vancouver
nations. Canada boasts 25% of the world’s
address it.’
Island and Coastal Communities (AVICC) and of
wetlands, 20% of the world’s fresh water, and 20%
the Union of British Columbia (UBCM) in support of
of the world’s remaining wilderness. However, our wealth
resolutions to press the Government of BC to advance the right
is not equitably distributed.
to a healthy environment.
Many northern and Aboriginal communities suffer from
Why ‘The Blue Dot’?
limited access to health services, affordable food, clean water,
and proper housing. A sizable number of these communities For those unfamiliar with the expression, the ‘blue dot’ is a tiny,
have lived with a boil-water advisory for decades. In addition, pale blue spot in a photograph of the Earth taken in 1990, by the
many people live in areas exposed to industrial air pollution at Voyager 1 spacecraft. The shot was taken from a distance of 6
billion kilometers as part of a series of images of the solar system.
levels known to be hazardous to human life.
Carl Sagan, one of the best known astronomers who worked
The Blue Dot Movement recognizes these inequities and
for
NASA, persuaded the mission specialists, as the Voyager left
knows that enjoying a healthy environment is multi-factorial.
our
solar system for outer space, to turn the spacecraft’s camera
Not only does it include breathing clean air, drinking clean
water and consuming safe food, but it also necessitates the right around for one last look at Earth, now just a blue dot. You can
to access nature, to know about the pollutants released into the see the photo at http//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pale_Blue_Dot.
local environment, and to participate in government decisions
that will affect the environment.

Who Has Signed On Already?

Go to www.bluedot.ca/take-action to see the numbers and
geographical distribution of individual signatories and local
government declarations. Supporters are represented
pictorially by an array of blue dots spread across the map of
Canada. Just under 70,000 Canadians have signed on, with the
number increasing daily. Many are from northern communities
that lack the clean water that we take for granted. Over 500 are

How Do I Sign On?

It’s easy. All you need to do is provide your name, email address
and postal code at www.bluedot.ca/sign-in/.
To learn more, visit www.bluedot.ca. Be sure to watch ‘Today
is the Day We Decide’ on the home page. Against a backdrop of
dramatic images, this video presents a persuasive case for
recognizing environmental rights at the same priority level as
the fundamental freedoms and democratic rights. Another
video worth watching is ‘Shoulders’ by Shane Koyczan.
Many thanks to Jean Gelwicks and Peter Lamb of Salt
Spring for bringing the Blue Dot message to the islands. 0
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News Shorts

Fracked Gas Demonstration
at Science World

Climate activists set up outside of Science
World on March 22 to demonstrate the
dangers of Liquified Fracked Gas. The group
dropped a banner reading ‘No ConScience
World: Fracking with Climate Science’ and
opened a number of stalls, activities and
education demos outside the entrance to
Science World.
The demonstration was organized by Rising
Tide Vancouver and was held in solidarity with
indigenous peoples, including the Unist’ot’en and
the Madii Lii, whose communities are currently
facing pipeline construction in their regions.
Michael Smiley, from Rising Tide
Vancouver, said ‘We can’t sit idly by while
Science World is working alongside Christy
Clark to greenwash the Liquified Fracked Gas
industry. Today we are not only engaging with
and educating children in the dangers of
fracked gas and its impact on the climate and
environment but also reaching out to the
management of Science World to consider the
impacts of their actions’.
A recent study headed by scientists at
Cornell University found that when the full
effects of shale gas fracking are taken into
account, especially methane leakage, the global
warming effect is worse than burning coal over
20 years and comparable in the longer term.

Women on Bank Notes

A petition to add Canadian women to bank
notes has been gaining increasing support
across Canada. At press time, it had over
54,500 signatures. The petition was started by
Merna Forster, of Victoria. She has also sent
numerous letters to Stephen Poloz, governor
of the Bank of Canada, concerning the issue.
A similar movement took place in the UK in
2013, where 35,000 people delivered a petition
to the Bank of England. As a result, Jane Austen
will be appear on the £10 note from 2017.

Port Mann Toll Bridge

It costs a $3 to drive across the new Port Mann
Bridge. Despite ten lanes, the number of
drivers using the bridge is decreasing. It’s a bit
like ferry fares.
The provincial Crown Corporation that
administers the bridge, Transportation
Investment Corporation is budgeted to lose
$100 million in 2015, increasing to $106
million in 2017. When the bridge was built,
annual losses were expected to be under $80
million each year. The bridge’s total debt is

PLACE-BASED from page 1

learning provide the backbone to a place-based
approach.
‘When children are in the location they are
learning in, their learning is so much deeper,’
explains Kempe. Place-based learning leads to
a more complete and holistic method of
teaching and learning, that reflects children’s
interests and passions. Kempe also believes
that these place-based programs will add
increased diversity to schools and
communities, helping to strengthen them.
One of the core ideas of place-based
learning is to focus on ‘competencies’ as well
as subjects. Competencies such as critical
thinking and communication are important
for every day life and in almost all career paths
in the world. They are important skills to add
to children’s ‘toolboxes’ at an early age.
Kempe does say, however, that these
programs may not be for everyone, and are
ideally suited to children whose learning styles
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$3.6 billion.
Last year, bridge usage decreased by 3.9%
from the year before, to 34.7 million crossings.
Originally, total revenue in 2014 was originally
expected to be $144 million; latest estimates are
$120 million. Debt repayment costs are $145
million in 2015, rising to $168 million in 2017.
By the way, if you aren’t registered with the
bridge (and have a decal to prove it) you will be
charged a license plate processing fee of $2.30
per trip.

Keystone Pipeline Vetoed

United States President Barack Obama vetoed
the Keystone XL Pipeline on February 24. The
Keystone pipeline is a proposed project that
would run from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico.
The decision to deny the permit came after
a recommendation by the Department of State
that a move by congressional Republicans to
fasttrack the pipeline left insufficient time for
the decision. The Obama administration has
left Calgary-based TransCanada Corporation
with the option of reapplying for a permit at a
later date and after coming up with a more
environmentally acceptable route.

Petition Asks BC Ferries To
Be Returned to Crown

A petition asking for the end of the
privatization of BC Ferries was delivered to the
BC legislature on February 24. The petition,
started last year by Laural Eacott of Powell
River, gained momentum on Change.org and
gathered over 20,000 signatures.
Upon the petition being tabled,
Transportation Minister Todd Stone said that
the government was not going to return BC
Ferries to the Crown. He stated that he ‘heard
the voices’ of the coastal communities, but that
he was confident that the current government
would be the ones to ‘actually fix BC Ferries for
the long term’. The petitioners reacted by
stating that if the government would not listen
to 20,000 signatures, they would collect
double that or more and deliver the petition to
the Ministry of Transportation again.
To
learn
more,
go
to
www.change.org/p/return-bc-ferries-to-thebcdepartment-of-transportation-and-highways.

300 Miles Of California
Coastal Seabed Protected

Two marine sanctuaries off the coast of
California will be expanded to protect their rich
ocean ecosystems. The Gulf of the Farallones
national marine sanctuary will be expanded by
some 2,200 square miles, north as far as Point

Photo:John Wiznuk

Saturna volunteer firefighters, helmets shown here, spent a weekend
practicing skills with well known Vancouver Island automobile extrication
instructor, George Klemm of KGC Fire Rescue Inc.

Arena. First established in 1981 to protect the
largest seabird colony on the US mainland, the
Farallone Islands sanctuary marks an ocean
area where a cold water upwelling brings
nutrients to the surface. This encourages
plankton blooms, reefs, and sponges that in
turn provide food for fish, whales, turtles, and
birds. Expansion of the adjacent Cordell Bank
sanctuary, and the existing Monterey Bay
sanctuary to the south, extend protection along
300 miles of the California coast, and between
40 and 60 miles offshore.
President Obama’s administrative action
outflanked oil and gas industry resistance.
Since 2010, the industry has attempted to
persuade the Republican-dominated congress
to block the expansion of sanctuaries along the
California coastline. The sanctuary designation
includes a permanent ban on oil and gas
drilling, seabed mining, and discharges from
cruise ships and other vessels.

UK Guardian Calls for
Fossil Fuel Divestment

UK’s national newspaper The Guardian is
calling for the Gates Foundation and the

Parent Involvement
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Greenhouse Gardening Starts Here!

Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quality & affordability.

Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses
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are tactile, hands-on, active and, at times, selfdirected.
The motion of recommendation for these three
programs was the result of many parent
meetings and discussions. Parents who are
interested in these opportunities for their child
or children are asked to contact their school
principal before April 8, the Wednesday after
the end of SD Nº64’s Spring Break.
Fulford Principal Marie Mullen can be
reached at mmullen@sd64.bc.ca, and
Fernwood Principal Kelda Logan may be
emailed at klogan@sd64.bc.ca. For parents on
Pender, Cameron Fraser, Pender Principal,
can be contacted at cfraser@sd64.bc.ca or by
phone at 250-629-3711. On Pender a ‘next
steps’ meeting for parent involvement has
tentatively been scheduled for the evening of
Wednesday, April 15. 0

Wellcome Trust to divest their interests in fossil
fuel companies. The newspaper says, ‘The
world has much more coal, oil and gas in the
ground than it can safely burn, according to the
science. So as the world increasingly limits
carbon emissions, and moves to alternative
energy sources (with improved technology,
affordable prices and investment upside),
investments in fossil fuels becomes
increasingly risky.’
The argument for a campaign to divest from
the world’s most polluting companies is not
intended to bankrupt the fossil fuel companies
or promote rash and rapid withdrawal from
fossil fuels.
‘Divestment serves to de-legitimise the
business models of companies that are using
investors’ money to search for yet more coal,
oil and gas that can’t safely be burned,’ says the
newspaper. ‘Therefore, getting out in the short
term, or even the long term may compromise
investment returns. Timing is everything.’
The Guardian proposes ‘that the Gates
Foundation and Wellcome Trust commit now
to divesting from the top 200 fossil fuel
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Irene Ethel (Moreton) RundleWoolcock 1929-2015

Irene Ethel (Moreton) RundleWoolcock died on March 1, 2015 at the
age of 85 while in hospice care at Royal
Jubilee Hospital in Victoria.
Irene is survived by her husband of
65 years, Aubrey Cleave RundleWoolcock, along with two daughters,
Brenda Pope and Elizabeth O’Connor,
and a son, Barry Rundle-Woolcock, as
well as six grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren.
Irene was born in Vancouver, and moved with her husband
and youngest child to Pender Island in 1971 when her husband
obtained a teaching position at the Pender Island School.
Irene loved to travel and trekked cross-Canada with her
family in 1967 and some years later, with her husband,
repeated the 3,000-plus-mile trip.
Irene and Aubrey traveled to the Caribbean on several
occasions and drove to Alaska.
In recent years they cruised on several of Europe’s most
renown rivers and were planning a cruise to Alaska when Irene
took ill.
While living on Pender, Irene and her husband were
intimately involved in numerous community organizations
and fund-raising efforts, among them the Pender Island Health
Care Society and the Pender Island Museum Society. —EO
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Protection Island has a tiny foot passenger ferry (centre) and an unusual ferry waiting room, the moored vessel on the right (where
locals can find their copy of Island Tides). Located in Nanaimo Harbour the service is run by the island’s Dinghy Dock Pub.

Could BC’s Future Ferries Be Electric?
Thomas Cheney And Guy Dauncey
weden started it in 2014 with an electric passenger ferry.
This year, Norway will trump that with an electric car ferry.
Both will result in lower operating costs, no greenhouse
gases, no air pollution and almost no noise. Here in British
Columbia, BC Ferries is facing increasing public concern about
rising ferry fares. In response, it is converting two of its Spirit Class
ferries to liquefied natural gas (LNG) as a cleaner and cheaper
alternative to diesel, and building three new intermediate LNG
ferries that will last half a century, using gas supplied by FortisBC.
When combusted, LNG produces fewer air pollutants and
8% less greenhouse gas emissions than diesel, but there is
strong evidence from the US that the fugitive methane leakages
that occur during and after fracking make the lifecycle emissions
of natural gas higher than diesel. Until there is real-time
measurement of the methane leakage from BC’s natural gas
fields, the jury is out on whether LNG is better or worse from a
climate perspective.
If our ferries were electric, there would be an almost 100%
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, since our electricity is
close to zero carbon, and there would be a big reduction in
operating costs. But is it possible?
Electric boats have been around since the late 19th century,
and electric submarines for much of the 20th century, but
electric ferries have only recently been conceived as a
commercial possibility.
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companies within five years. And that they immediately freeze
any new investment in the same companies.’ The Wellcome
Trust’s total investmenst are C$34bn and the Gates
Foundation’s total investments are C$75bn. Wellcome, a British
medical charity, has a little over a billion dollars in oil, gas, and
coal investments. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundations,
whose notable investments have been to conquer tropical
diseases in Africa, has C$2.6bn in fossil fuel companies.
Meanwhile, Bill McKibben (350.org) and Naomi Klein (This
Changes Everything) have recently been joined by UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and Archbishop Desmond
Tutu in calling for divestment. So far, some 170 foundations and
over 600 individual philanthropists are reported to have joined
the divestment movement, selling C$56 bn in shares and bonds.
The fossil fuel industry, for its part, claims that if all US
universities divested, it would cost the universities U$3.2bn a
year. This claim is based on the continuation of past returns.
Future investment returns, of course, will be affected by
increasing extraction costs, decreasing costs of competing
renewable energy, and, finally and most importantly, reduction
in demand because of climate change.

Seabird Die-Offs May Be Due To A
Warmer North Pacific

The US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration may
have come up with an explanation for die-offs of Cassin’s auklets
and California sealion pups on the West Coast of North
America. NOAA has noted a massive ‘warm blob’ of sea water
spreading south from the Gulf of Alaska. The water is up to 3ºC
warmer than average; the ‘blob’ developed about a year ago.

Sweden’s Electric Passenger Ferry

Sweden’s newly retrofitted electric ferry, the Movitz, carries 100
passengers on a one-hour Stockholm inner city route. It has two
125 kilowatt (kW) electric motors and 180kW batteries that are
supercharged during the ten-minute turnaround using
renewable electricity—basically a glorified marine version of
Tesla’s Supercharger. For the technically-minded, the batteries
are high-power density lithium-titanate-oxide and superadvanced nickel-metal-hydride.
Before its retrofit, the Movitz had a 250kW diesel engine that
burnt 50,000 litres of diesel, cost 30% more to run and
produced 130 tonnes of carbon dioxide and 1.5 tonnes of nitrous
oxide a year, as well as making a lot of noise. The company
behind the ferry, Echandia Marine, was founded in 2008, and
is embarking on other projects to launch electric passenger
ferries around Europe.

ELECTRIC FERRIES, please turn to page 10
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Norway’s New Electric Car Ferry

In Norway, meanwhile, the Ministry of Transportation wanted
to protect the idyllic surroundings of Sognefjord (Norway’s
longest fjord) by replacing a retiring diesel ferry with a cleaner
and quieter electric ferry. The contract for the route ended in
2015, so the government decided to award the route to whoever
came up with the most environmentally-friendly ferry. The
contest was won by the Norwegian ferry operator Norled with
its innovative ZeroCat, which is being built in partnership with

Sealion love

Spring flowering
thickness in the Central Arctic to about 1.25 metres from 3.6
metres in the 1970s.
All these changes disturb the web of nutrient and sea
creatures, both in the Arctic and further south.

Kinder Morgan Says Dilbit Floats - But
For How Long?

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

This is in addition to an El Nino event that developed this
winter, spreading warm water from the equatorial Pacific. As
well, upwellings of cold currents, which usually bring nutrients
from deep in the ocean, have been weaker than usual.
All this is reported in a new NOAA report, which attempts
to explain why seabirds and juvenile sealions are apparently
starving. The report terms this a ‘regime shift’, which appears
to be occurring about every ten years.
Dr Richard Beamish, scientist emeritus with Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, expressed concern about the possible effect on
salmon stocks. Aaron Hill, of Watershed Watch Salmon Society,
suggested that the department should be more cautious about
allowable catches, with such unpredictable ocean conditions.
Even further north, Arctic sea ice surface coverage this winter
is about 7% less than the long term (30 year) average. Open
water in the Barents Sea, north of Siberia, accounts for most of
the deficiency. But estimates also point to a decline in ice
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Siemens at the Norwegian shipyard Fjellstrand, and is due to
begin operation this spring.
The 80-meter ZeroCatwill carry 120 cars and 360 passengers,
making 34 trips a day on a 20-minute, 5.7 kilometre route that
links two villages across the fjord. It has a catamaran design with
two slim hulls that offer less resistance to the water, and the hulls
are made from aluminum, which is much lighter than steel. Even
with an 800kW battery that weighs ten tonnes, the ferry’s weight
is half that of a conventional ferry.

Last January, computer modeling carried out by Kinder
Morgan led the company to claim that nearly two-thirds of the
oil in a major tanker spill in the Gulf Islands would be recovered
within four days. The scenario was included in K-M’s
submission to the National Energy Board panel in support of
its application to triple the capacity of the Trans-Mountain
pipeline.
The basis of the claim was a computer simulation of a
104,000 barrel spill from a grounding of an Aframax size tanker
on Arachne Reef, on Haro Strait directly opposite Turn Point,
the most hazardous ‘corner’ on the route from the Strait of
Georgia to the sea; and the breaching of two compartments of
the tanker carrying dilbit (diluted bitumen).
EBA Engineering Consultants concluded that 44.5% of the
spilled oil would be recovered at sea, and 18.6% recovered with
booms around the vessel. EBA estimated that after four days,
16% of the oil would end up on shore. Their conclusions were
based on tests in Edmonton which led to an assumption that
dilbit behaves like ordinary heavy crude when afloat on sea
water, and that it would stay afloat after 10 days. That study was
concluded after 13 days.
But a federal government study released at about the same
time found that dilbit combines with sediments and then sinks
in sea water. And now Greg Powell, of the US Environmental
Protection Agency, who was involved in the cleanup of the
Kalamazoo River dilbit spill, says that after the condensate (the
diluent which enables the bitumen to flow through a pipeline)
evaporates, the bitumen sinks to the bottom, and also sticks to
everything. This process, he said, takes about two weeks. Powell
said ‘it was like roofing tar’. He said even direct pressure
washing would not remove it from the Kalamazoo’s shores.0
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Speech on ISIS action

On Tuesday, March 24, when MP for Saanich-Gulf
Islands, Green Party Leader Elizabeth May asked to take part in
the leaders’ portion of debate on the extension of Canada’s miltary
action role in the Middle East, the Speaker of the House of Commons
asked for the customary unanimous consent to allow her to speak at
that time. (The Green Party needs10 more MPs to have the official party
status to give her a right to speak as leader.) However, some
Conservative MPs shouted ‘No!’ She was therefore not allowed to
speak.
This has not happened before in her 4 years in Parliament. Is
this the beginning of a campaign to keep her out of the 2015 Election’s
Leaders’ Debate? On Thursday, MP May gave her speech in the
general debate session. Her speech is below, for the record.

M

r Speaker: We are talking about sending Canadian
Forces, for another 12 months, into an even more
dangerous mission. … I do not think anyone in this
place believes that Canada should do nothing. I do not think
anyone in this place underestimates the threat that is ISIL or
ISIS. Both names are used, but the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant is a more dangerous force in many ways than what we
have seen before. They claim to have the ability to set up their
own perimeters, their own sovereignty, and their own caliphate.
They have shown themselves to be excessively brutal,
sadistic and to shock the conscience of the world. They are
practising a 9th century extremist interpretation of Islam, and
they represent a quite dangerous force. I do not think anyone
around this House of Commons would deny that.
The question then becomes what best can Canada do to
degrade ISIL, which is the wording of this motion, to deal with
the fact that there are numerous criminal thug organizations
around the world now. Back in 2001, I do not think anybody in
North America would have imagined that there was a worse
group than al Qaeda. We have al Qaeda still exerting its
influence, and al Qaeda behind the attacks in Paris. We have
Boko Haram kidnapping innocent schoolgirls in Nigeria. We
have the presence of groups that are as yet unnamed that could
emerge.
Our discussion should be one of how we, as a western
community of nations, best deal with the general threat of
terrorist organizations around the world. One of the ways to do
this, of course, is to ensure that the west not appear to be at war
against Islam. This particular narrative of west versus Islam is
a rallying cry in the propaganda that has people gather.
We must not allow ourselves to enforce the propaganda and
rhetoric of those people we would like to defeat. With that said,
let us move to what is being proposed in this mission.
I did want to stop and say that I commend the
administration, the Conservative government for the
humanitarian efforts we have taken so far. I would have said
that on Tuesday morning had I been allowed to speak. I was
pleased to hear from the Prime Minister that we are feeding
Iraqi children, that we are taking steps to assist people who are
in situations of unbearable suffering, but there is much more
that needs to be done on the humanitarian side and I will return
to that later.
This mission as described is to extend, for a 12-month period,
the continued bombing in Iraq where we have been invited by
the Iraqi government, but also to extend bombing into Syria. I
would like to spend a lot of my time this morning, and I do not
have much time, on the question of what this mission will do in
Syria and how absolutely fraught with peril that is.
When I spoke to this idea of bombing in Iraq last October, I
worked on the general theme that the road to hell is paved with
good intentions. Canada tends to be a country of great
intentions. Certainly, I do not take away any of the intentions
of the Conservative government on this issue.
However, we had good intentions when we went into Libya.
We had good intentions when we said that we were there under
the doctrine of responsibility to protect, to protect the civilian
population of Libya against a brutal dictator, Moammar
Gadhafi. We then switched our purpose and said that we were
not actually there for the responsibility to protect, that we would
not accept a ceasefire proposal and would not move to peace
talks as long as Moammar Gadhafi was in charge. I remember
John Baird said—and I can use his name since he has left this
place—that while we may not know who will replace Gadhafi,
we could be sure of one thing, that it could not be worse than
Gadhafi.
In so doing, we missed our chance. That is why I was the only
member of Parliament to vote against the continued
bombardment of Libya. I voted against it because I knew that
the rebel forces that we were embracing as a legitimate
government of Libya included al Qaeda forces. It seemed all too
inevitable to me that the warehouses full of weapons that were
held by Moammar Gadhafi in Libya would fall into the hands
of extremists and terrorists. In fact, those weapons have now
been traced to the hands of ISIS.
We went into Libya, and I do not think there is any question
we made things very much worse. Equally, there is no question
that our intentions were good.
Let us look at Syria. We have ignored the suffering in Syria
far too long. We have allowed a brutal butcher, Bashar al-Assad,
to murder his own people. We have been allowing this for four
years. Since the Arab Spring in 2011, we have turned a blind eye
to the cries for help from the rebel forces of Syria and those who
want to get rid of Bashar al-Assad. There are now four million
Syrian refugees, and over 220,000 people have been killed in
Syria by Bashar al-Assad. That is the most recent estimate.

Photo: Susan Banjavich

An immature eagle peers through the fog in Lock Bay, Gabriola Island.
Why did we not go into Syria? We had the permission of the
UN Security Council to go into Libya under the provision of
responsibility to protect and—when we shifted our mission from
responsibility to protect, to regime change—we forever lost the
ability to get the support of Russia and China to use
responsibility to protect to go into Syria to protect civilians there.
I would not blame neighbouring countries suffering under
the burden of trying to take care of four million refugees. The
populations of Lebanon, of Jordan, and of Turkey are straining
under the weight of trying to take care of the refugees who have
tried to escape Bashar al-Assad. Now we show an interest in
going into Syria. Why? We say it is because ISIS is in there.
Of course ISIS is there.
A few years back we saw US Republicans posing with ISIS
fighters because as rebel forces against Bashar al-Assad, they
were the good guys. Now that we believe ISIS forces represent
a threat around the world, we are interested in Syria. Now we
are going to go in without any legal sanction, without any
international law on our side. We are going to have to hope that
Bashar al-Assad regards our efforts as somehow friendly to him,
or we could have Syrians shooting down Canadian planes.
We now know from the Minister of National Defence, and I
accept his word, that ISIS fighters do not have anti-aircraft
missiles. Do Syrian government forces have anti-aircraft
missiles? They just shot down a US drone.
We know we do not want to ask Bashar al-Assad for his
permission, because that would make it completely transparent
that the net effect of our first efforts to engage ourselves in the
crisis that is the civil war in Syria will be inevitably to assist
Bashar al-Assad. We do not want to admit that if we are
successful in Syria, we will have made Bashar al-Assad secure
by removing a dreadful force that also happens to be against
him.
As I describe this, I hope that anyone can see, whether
watching from home or in this chamber, that what faces us in
Syria is, at a minimum, messy. It is conflicted. The opportunities
for things to go wrong are almost infinite. We will be sending
Canadian fighter planes to a remote distance without the
support of the government of the region, as we have currently
in Iraq, and we will be doing so in a war zone that is fraught with
sectarian violence.
We know that Bashar al-Assad is supported by Hezbollah
and by Iran. We know that the rebel forces include some who
are legitimately seeking a democratic transition, but we have
stood on the sidelines of butchery in Syria. Now, clothed in
moral rectitude, we think we can go in and bomb Syria and
nothing will go wrong.
I will go to the words of the UN Secretary-General Ban Kimoon for the best way to defeat terrorism in the region. The best
way and the biggest threat, as he put it, to terrorism is not from
missiles; it is from a strategy of political inclusion. We should
be doing much more to get the countries in that region,
themselves threatened by ISIS, to take on the ISIS threat.
I congratulate the existing humanitarian efforts, but much
more needs to be done for the four million Syrian refugees.
Much more needs to be done to stem the flow of weapons to
ISIS. Much more needs to be done to stem the flow of money to
these terrorist groups, and we should, as a community of
nations taking the threat of terrorism seriously, work to end the
threat of Boko Haram, al Qaeda, ISIS, and groups of criminal
thug organizations as yet unnamed.
This mission does not do that. 0

LETTERS from page 4

native seaweeds when its contravention of licensing
regulations? Not to mention a waste of time and wages. Local
varieties lack the carrageenan that makes Mazalla japonica
marketable.
Any of this information could have been discovered by the
protesters. So let’s start a real dialogue, an exchange of
information. How about a moratorium on protests? Once all the
facts are in we can make informed decisions and decide if such
extreme measures are necessary. With the information I’ve
learned about Mazalla japonica, my fear is that misinformation
will lead to protecting a species that may threaten coastal waters.
At what rate is Mazalla japonica spreading? Are other parts
of the coast in peril? What species are being displaced by
Mazalla japonica? How did the species arrive here? Does the
beach ecosystem benefit by Mazalla japonica removal? Are
sand lances and herring dependent on this introduced species
for their continued survival? What species that grow at the
approximately 50ft depth in which Mazalla japonica grows are
possibly being displaced?
We’ve seen the effects of introduced/invasive species on land
such as the broom bush and giant hogweed. Our coastal waters
are also under increasing threat from introduced species—
mahogany clams taking over local clam beds, salmon spawning
grounds disrupted by escaped Atlantics that spawn later, foreign
seaweeds and creatures introduced by coastal traffic, and
tsunami flotsam. Strategies need to be developed.
Lets work together to resolve the issues threatening our coast.
Sharie Sharp, Texada Island 0
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Zero tolerance for
barbaric cultural
practices

- Elizabeth May, MP

Years ago, when my daughter was about ten years old, we visited
my relatives in Charleston, South Carolina. I had not seen them
in years—cousins of my mother who live in one of the most
beautiful cities in North America. My daughter had no memory
of ever having met them. Charleston still holds to its old
traditions and one of them is the St Cecilia Society and the
indoctrination of children at a young age to the terrors of
ballroom dancing.
We went with a dear elderly first cousin of my mother to
watch her grandchildren as they danced to a scratchy recording
of the fox trot. Little boys and girls wearing white gloves made
their way in awkward couplings around the centuries old
ballroom. I wondered if my daughter was wishing she had such
opportunities. As soon as we were out of earshot, she said, ‘Oh
Mommy! How awful. All those sweaty little boys. Those white
gloves. How barbaric!’
Photo: Patrick Brown
Well. Once again, our personal style guide and arbiter of all
social and cultural norms, Stephen Harper, rides to the rescue
Demonstrators march down Government Street in Victoria on March 14. Some 1,000 people turned out
with Bill S-7, ‘Zero Tolerance for Barbaric Cultural Practices
to register their objections against the federal Conservative government’s Bill C-51, the Anti-Terrorism
Act.’ The title is truly unbelievable. It does not belong on a piece
Act 2015. The marchers, who occupied six blocks of the street, carried on to the courthouse, where they
of legislation. It belongs on a bumper sticker.
It is actually not a law to create ‘zero tolerance for barbaric
listened to a number of speakers. Similar demonstrations took place across Canada. A recent poll shows
cultural practices’. One can imagine any number of practices
support for the Bill has dropped to 38%.
that one culture would view as barbaric as practiced by another.
This bill takes aim at practices related to marriage, forced
marriage and polygamy. The bill prohibits practices that are thinks the provocation defence would ever succeed in such a Tolerance for Barbaric Cultural Practices Act, Canadian
case.
marriages must be entered into only if consent is ‘free and
already illegal.
Polygamy must be made illegal. Thank goodness for the Zero enlightened’. That would rule out a whole lot of marriages
The first unacceptable aspect of this bill is that it started in
the Senate (hence the designation S-7). This is a frequent ploy Tolerance for Barbaric Cultural Practices Act; except that entered into by the unenlightened. It will be an interesting set
polygamy is already illegal; and so too is immigrating to of tests for marriage commissioners. Britney Spears will be
by Harper’s PMO. Starting bills in the Senate, the unelected
Canada while practicing polygamy. Any spared no end of heartache if she tries to get married in Canada.
upper chamber, especially when they actually originate
immigration official checks to see if potential
The reality is I will probably vote for this bill. Its actual impact
from PMO, is offensive. Keeping both House and
Bill S-7, ‘Zero
immigrants are compliant with Canadian is negligible since it makes illegal things that are already illegal.
Senate moving through legislation is one way
Tolerance for Barbaric
law.
Some groups serving low-income and marginal new Canadian
Stephen Harper fast-tracks bills. It is one of many
Cultural Practices Act’…
So too is kidnapping someone to take groups fear that criminalizing forced marriage may make it
types of contempt toward Parliament which is
prohibits practices that are
them to another country for a polygamous harder to assist young girls and women who have a right to be
routine under this administration. The
already illegal. This is a
forced union—pretty sure kidnapping is free of such coercion, but, on balance, the bill is hard to oppose.
Conservative talking points stress the horrors of
already illegal.
I just rebel at Parliament being used as a fear factory for overnon-problem in search
so-called ‘honour killings’. And, of course, who
In
the
Senate
hearings,
when
poor
torqued
messaging. Public policy and legislation should address
could be in favour of honour killings? It is long since
of a bumper
hapless
Minister
of
Immigration
Chris
real
issues
and problems that require a solution. This is a nontime that we had a Zero Tolerance for Barbaric
sticker.’
Alexander had to feign high dudgeon at the wide problem in search of a bumper sticker. 0
Cultural Practices Act to end this outrage on Canadian
range of despicable barbaric practices running rampant
soil—except, of course, that murder by any name has always
in Canada, Senator Art Eggleton challenged him, ‘You have
Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
been illegal.
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
The new law sets out that the ‘provocation’ defence cannot current laws to deal with it, and you seem more focused on
be used by an accused in an honour killing. Well and good trying to bring a new law in when you have existing laws you
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
except that no defendant has ever successfully used the could (use to) deal with these matters.’
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!
Here’s a good thing. From now on, thanks to the Zero
provocation defence in an honour killing and no legal expert
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ELECTRIC FERRIES from page 8
LED Lights, Solar Panels
And Bluedrive

In addition to being electric, the ZeroCat has
LED lighting, solar panels, on-demand electric
water heaters and waste heat recovery units. It
has two 450kW electric motors, one of which
drives its Rolls Royce Azipull thrusters,
enabling it to operate at ten knots. It also
utilizes the Siemens BlueDrive PlusC system of
variable speed propulsion, incorporating a host
of technical advances.
The ferry supercharges from a 260kW
shore battery during its ten-minute
turnaround, and the battery is recharged from
the grid using 100% renewable power. In
September 2014, the ZeroCat won the
prestigious ‘Ship of the Year’ industry award,
presented in Hamburg.
The ferry it is replacing, by contrast, burnt a
million litres of diesel a year and produced 2,680
tonnes of CO2 and 37 tonnes of nitrogen oxide
air pollutants. Norled has identified fifty routes
of up to 30 minutes in duration in Norway and
beyond where electric ferries would be viable.

What About BC?

BC Ferries has eight routes of 30 minutes or
less where an electric ferry could operate—or
nine when battery technology improves to 35
minutes for the Salt Spring to Swartz Bay route.
BC ferries has already installed a hybrid
battery system on its newly retrofitted MV
Tachek, which serves the Quadra to Cortes
Island route, and many of BC Ferries’ vessels
use diesel-powered electric drive, maybe
making it possible that some ferries could be
retrofitted. There are also several privately
operated inland ferries overseen by the
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
that have routes of 35 minutes or less.
www.islandtides.com

The Ferries Of The Future?

Over time, might it be possible that the longer
routes between Vancouver Island and the
mainland could also be electric? The challenge
for larger ferries is one of weight as well as
distance, for the Spirit class vessels have a
displacement of 11,000 tonnes, compared to
around 1,000 tonnes for the ZeroCat. A 3-fold
increase in distance combined with a tenfold
increase in weight would require a 30-fold
increase in battery power. Even if new ferries
were half the weight, they would still need a 15fold improvement in battery power. The large
ferries of the future may require added biofuel,
or hydrogen derived from renewable sources,
to generate additional electricity en route.
One thing for sure is that the climate crisis
is compelling us to think beyond diesel and
natural gas, and to apply our engineering skill
and ingenuity to come up with solutions that
no longer require the use of fossil fuels. Sooner
or later, every ferry in the world will stop using
diesel, and the companies that lead the drive
will see great commercial success. Right now,
Sweden’s Echandia Marine, Norway’s Norled
and Germany’s Siemens have taken an
unchallenged lead. With our busy coastlines, it
would be great to see a Canadian engineering
company working in partnership with BC
Ferries to compete for the lead.
With their electricity coming from hydro,
wind and solar power, the ferries of the future
may once again be propelled by the elements,
instead of by fossil fuels. 0
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Did you appreciate this article?
Help Island Tides pay for
publishing it! Mail or phone in your

$30 subscription today. 250-216-2267.
Thank you!

Definition of ‘deliberate threat’

Definition of a deliberate threat: a slide from a Government of Canada presentation to
employees, called ’Security Awareness'. The course is reported to be mandatory for all Federal
Government employees. MLA Andrew Weaver points out that climate activists are lumped in
with organized crime and foreign intelligence services as ‘deliberate threats’ to the Government
of Canada. Bill C-51 would enable individuals, with the consent of the Attorney General, to act
under the Criminal Code on suspicion that protests or civil disobedience may occur; or CSIS
can act to disrupt such ‘threats’. (Source - Andrew Weaver, MLA)
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An osprey and its nest.

hat a joy to be in springtime—all the beauty, light,
growth and youngness just seems to create resiliency
in us people. I keep waiting for the Haggis Farm
garter snakes to appear, then I remember: wait! What will they
eat? First, there have to be slugs slithering about eating the
young garden sprouts for a snake to come out of hibernation.
The salmonberries are just starting to blossom, the red
flowering current is in full pendulous array and what do you
hear—male Rufus hummingbirds just back from central
America or maybe Mexico. There are small flocks of swallows
over our big farm pond and the turkey vultures pulled in last
week, lots of them. None of the returning species come home
just to visit us humans and provide us with beauty and delight—
they are on a mission for food and good baby-raising
opportunities.
Two days ago I was plucking kale from the garden and I
heard a sound like a parachute popping open. The sparrows
and juncos that assembly-line feed on the feeders went silent.
Heading over the bakery was a merlin hawk, legs down like a
plane set for landing with a junco firmly clenched in its claws—
everybody has to eat!

Saturna’s Nesting Osprey Pair

None of the bird residents or migrants are here for our
entertainment but they do grab our attention and touch our
hearts. Silent Spring, one of the first books warning of the effects
of severely compromising our ecosystems with pesticides, was
written by Rachel Carson in the 1950s. Can you imagine a spring
without the return of birds and their songs? And what about our
eagles and raptors—there is drama!
Bakshish Gill, living at Breezy Bay, figures that for about the
last 4 years or so there has been an osprey nest in full use at the
isthmus of Breezy Bay just a few meters above the road heading
to Old Point Farm.
Without bothering anybody or the nesting ospreys, the locals
and us foreigners to the local neighborhood have gotten grand
views of the parents and their broods and the eagles who spent
a lot of time buzzing the nest. My grandchildren and I spent
hours over the last couple of summers using binoculars and
delighting in the steady growth of the babies and all the-easyto-see big bird action.
Early in spring there is nest augmentation, then brooding
with one parent on the nest at all times and the other parent
foraging or else standing guard from the roost tree located very
close to the nest tree. Then raising of young, with increasing
obstreperous yelling from the nest, starting at first light, as the
tyrannical osprey juveniles spend hours hollering for more food,
faster. Regularly eagles swoop low and cause a ruckus. Old Point
farmer, Tom Johnstone, reports that in the very early summer
mornings he has sometimes seen the ospreys hunting at the
edges of the hayfields.
The ospreys are on the wing for Central America and
northern South America by mid-August and by March of the
following year they will have left their wintering grounds to head
back up here.
Ospreys do return to their nest site, the older established
males of the pairs returning first. Our local pair will be
relocating, as in late November or December their nest blew off
its anchoring fir tree crown in a big wind storm. Barbara
Grasswick has seen ‘our’ ospreys just this week and reports that
they seem to be going back and forth around the south facing
cliffs at Lyall Harbour. She and her husband Hugh have a good

pair of binoculars and take pleasure in all the bird activity that
they see from their seaside home.
Keep your eyes peeled! I hope wherever they chose for their
new nest will be easily visible. Listen for their funny
chicken/seagull squawk, or notice them hovering over a fish just
before they dive and grab.

Southern Gulf Islands Food and
Agriculture Meeting

The Southern Gulf Islands Food and Agriculture Strategy held
its second Community Dialogue session. This is an initiative
that grew out of Pender Islands Economic Strategy sessions
with our previous two trustees and the Capital Regional District.
Presently, many Gulf Islands are participating as well as smaller
islands.
About 15 people got together under Michael Pierce’s
organization and with Derek Masselink from North Pender
Island leading the discussion and directing the groups. For me,
the most enjoyable part was the venue provided for talking to
other like-minded dirt-growers. Generally, we all do our own
thing and informally check out what each other is doing. To take
the time to share our individual goals and experiences and then
see where we might work together to our common purpose was
a lot of fun. For all of us, ‘doing more’ has really counted in our
busy lives. Bill Douglass, experienced fisher person, reminded
the group that sea-∆8harvest has a long-time value—islanders
have always augmented dinner with foraging between the tides.
This effort is truly an inter-island effort as well as
strengthening the ties on each individual island. All agreed that
education about the value of our local foods, our wild foods, and
where they can be accessed is a good idea, as is reminding the
government of the need for lower ferry fares and more regional
support with things such as district horticulturalists and
educational materials. Saturna is not endowed with sundrenched terraces with good soil, so raising our own food and
being self-sufficient is difficult. However, we have lots of assets—
people who love to grow and eat good food, a solid tradition of
community dinners, and a public that is interested in fresh and
local and getting more so.
There are four maps at the Community Hall that have been
put up to invite feedback, by writing on them or on sticky notes.
Another meeting will be held in a month or two and the
combined comments will be presented. 0
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Salt Spring Public Library

any people think of Canada as a landscape of forests,
mountains, water and ice, but the Canadian experience
is fast becoming focused on glass and concrete. Our
2011 census revealed that 81% of us now live in cities. And despite
taking up less land space, our environmental impact continues to
grow. As the UN notes, cities cover only 2% of the world’s land area
but produce 60% of CO2 emissions—including a significant
proportion from urban transportation, as people commute on
increasingly crowded roads and transit networks.
Changing the way we move through cities is a critical step in
reducing carbon emissions. The most direct way to accomplish this
is to provide urbanites with reliable alternatives to automobile
travel. By investing in walkways, cycling networks and efficient
public transportation—including rapid rail and bus systems—cities
can promote healthy lifestyles while protecting the environment.
A two-car household that replaces one vehicle with alternative
transportation can cut its annual emissions by 10%.
Recent research on the relationship between health and
transit use in Metro Vancouver by University of British Columbia
urban planning and public health professor Lawrence Frank and
two health authorities reveals that residents of areas with above
average public transportation use are 26% less likely to be obese
and 49% more likely to walk for at least 30 minutes a day than
people living in low mass transit use areas.
Vancouver is a good case study for the future of Canadian
urban public transit. On May 29, metro residents are voting on
a plebiscite to fund regional transit and transportation
expansion with a 0.5% provincial sales tax increase. Many
groups in the region—including business, labour,
environmental, health and student—are setting aside political
differences and joining the Better Transit and Transportation
Coalition to support it.
With only 8¢ of every tax dollar going to Canadian
municipalities, cities across the country are looking for ways to
fund infrastructure maintenance and improvements. Canada
is also the only major industrialized country without a national
transit funding strategy. Provincial governments, such as
Ontario’s, have had some success in securing funding for transit
improvements, but across the country the issue is largely in the
hands of local leaders.
Although Metro Vancouver’s transit ridership has increased
dramatically in recent years, road congestion is still a problem,
costing the regional economy up to $1.2 billion per year. To
combat similar issues, cities around the world, including
London, Milan and Stockholm, have introduced congestion
charges for drivers who use city streets during peak hours,
funnelling monies raised into transit improvements. By
comparison, a Vancouver sales tax increase would spread the
cost out to include transit users, cyclists, walkers and visitors.
The vote in Metro Vancouver is the first of its kind nationally
and will likely set off a heated debate about transportation funding
in this country. We need to think seriously about how we keep our
cities moving into the future.
Written with contributions from Steve Kux. 0
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A Harlequin Duck enjoys herring roe at Qualicum Beach.

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Now until April 26

Brant Wildlife Festival—Lots of events celebrating nature,
including a gardening workshop in Qualicum Beach, Open House
at Deep Bay Marine Field Station, Eagle
Release at North Island Wildlife Recovery
Centre and Hamilton Marsh Tour • Info:
brantfestival.bc.ca, or call 1.866.288.7878 •
VANCOUVER ISLAND

Friday, April 3 to Monday, April 6

Easter Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy Commonwealth
Pool’s wavepool, waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, tots pool,
swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna, and Aqua Terra
Cafe • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right
off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • FRI: 10:00am-12:00pm &
1:00-4:00pm; SAT: 1:00-4:00pm & 6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 1:004:00pm; MON: 10:00am-12:00pm, 1:00-4:00pm & 7:00-8:30pm•
Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line 250.475.7620 or www.saanichrec.ca
• SAANICH

Easter Saturday, April 4 (cont to Thanksgiving)

Pender Farmers Institute Saturday Market—fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works and
demonstrations, culinary delights; buskers; bring your friends
and family, enjoy coffee and a snack, you never know what you’ll
find or who you’ll meet • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, April 5

16th Annual South Pender Easter Sunday Art Walk—Twelve
studios to visit, woodworkers, glass artists, jewellers, painters,
print makers and more; watch for the daffodil yellow balloons;
enter to win our artists’ gift basket; bring the whole family and be
inspired • Noon to 5pm • Info: Susan Taylor, 250.629.6661 •
PENDER

Saturday, April 25

Earth Day Beach Clean Up—Pender Islands
Conservancy Association Annual Earth Day
Beach Clean Up; we provide garbage bags and
gloves, as well as snacks, coffee, juice; prizes; all
ages welcome • Meet outside Slow Coast Cafe •
10 am • Info: Trinette at 250.629.2213, or
elizabethmiles999@gmail.com • PENDER

Fridays, May 8 and May 15

ArtCraft Registration Deadline—Call for new applications and
registration for ArtCraft 2015, BC’s longest running,
juried, arts and crafts show, representing the best of
the Gulf Islands • Resgistration: for those new and/or
to be juried: May 8; for returning exhibitors: May 15 •
Show runs from June 12-September 20 • All textiles
and anyone not in ArtCraft 2014 will be juried • Registration and
info: www.ssartscouncil.com, or call: Richard Steel, 250.537.0899
• SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

Next Deadline: April 8

250.216.2267, islandtides@islandtides.com

ROUND THE ISLANDS

A Silly Look at a Happy Community

Hans Tammemagi has been taking photos of Pender Islanders.
These ones are unusual; subjects are asked to make funny faces
for the camera. Some are sticking their tongues out, others are
rolling their eyes or twisting their faces into odd positions. The
shots are uninhibited and often silly, but vibrant. Hans aims to
present a unique insight into the individuals as well as the
character of the Pender community. Fifty portraits, hung from
clothes lines, will be displayed at Talisman Gallery. The exhibit
opens on Easter Saturday. If you want to talk to him about his
idea, call 250-629-2029 or email hans.tammemagi@shaw.ca.

CRD to Subsidize Funding for
Electoral Area Recycling Depots

On March 11, the Capital Regional District Board voted in
favour of covering the funding shortfalls for the operations of
Southern Gulf Island recycling depots. The shortfalls are the
result of a funding formula created by Multi-Materials BC
(MMBC), a newly formed non-profit entity in charge of
covering the costs of recycling packaging and printed paper
(PPP) throughout BC. Funding being offered by MMBC for PPP
collection beyond April 2015 at depots within the CRD only
covers an estimated 12% of the cost of providing the services.
The total funding shortfall for the electoral areas that will be
paid by the CRD is projected to be approximately $450,000
annually.
The CRD vote was nearly unanimous and funding will be
provided until April 30, 2019. The Board Chair of the CRD also
sent a letter to the BC Ministry of Environment requesting full
compliance by MMBC with the BC Recycling Regulation to ensure
reasonable access for the collection of residential PPP in BC.
‘This is a win for our Gulf Island depots, who were at risk of
losing a vital service as a result of the changes in recycling funding
brought in by the Province,’ said Gary Holman, MLA for Saanich
North and the Islands. ‘The new recycling model does not provide
fair funding to rural depots, and the Province has thus far rejected
requests to force MMBC to revisit its unfair offer to depots.’

Grace Islet Celebration

A traditional ceremony took place on March 17 to celebrate the
protection of Grace Islet, an island off the shores of Ganges that
is home to at least 16 First Nation burial cairns. The ceremony
took place at the Tseycum First Nation long house, with the
attendence of local First Nations and representatives from the
CRD, Islands Trust, Nature Conservancy of Canada, and the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resources.

Nanaimo ‘Future is Here’ Event

The ‘Future is Here’ tour comes to Nanaimo on April 19 and
will be hosted by Sierra Club’s Nanaimo chapter. The event
screens an award-winning documentary, The Future of
Energy: Lateral Power to the People, which highlights North
American communities becoming energy self-sufficient
through clean renewable sources.
A panel discussion will follow the film and features
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representatives from various local green sectors including organic
farming and green building. Larissa Stendie, Sierra Club BC
climate and energy campaigner, will moderate. As well as creating
awareness, the event hopes to encourage the development of
more local green employment opportunities. Over 23,000
Canadians now work in clean energy.
The event is being held at Beban Social Centre, from
12:30pm to 5pm. Visit www.sierraclub.bc.ca/our-work/miningenergy/spotlights/the-future-ishere-british-columbia.

Pender Islands’ World Cafe

New group, Pender Ocean Defenders (POD) hosted World Café,
a coastal defense meeting and think-tank session. Setting the
spirit for the day, ‘Turning the Tide’ was shown, a short film
about last summer’s People’s Paddle for the Salish Sea, an
enpowering annual event designed to get ordinary people out
on the water, enjoying and protecting the Salish Sea. (The
paddle sets out again this summer, see turningthetide.ca.)
Much food for thought was provided in three short talks.
First up was Misty MacDuffee of Raincoast Conservation, who
spoke about the need for protection of Chinook Salmon, whose
abundance is closely linked to the survival of the critically
endangered Southern Resident Orcas. Emphasizing that more
salmon need to be returned to the spawning beds, Misty
explained the urgent need for action on salmon conservation to
save this foundational species. A passionate salmon biologist,
focusing on salmon survival on the BC coast, Misty was recently
named an ‘eco-hero’ by Hemp & Company—a fitting tribute for
her steadfast defense of wildlife.
Josh McInnes, researcher for the Transient Killer Whale
Research Project, then gave a fascinating talk, identifying some
of the key differences between resident, offshore and transient
orcas and describing some of the significant challenges these
animals face. From high pollution levels, to lack of food, to
increasing levels of tanker traffic and acoustic disturbance from
multiple sources, it is clear that society must act if we wish to
have killer whales in the Salish Sea.
The final speaker before the think tank sessions, Raincoast
Conservation’s Lori Waters detailed proposals for increased
tanker traffic, elucidated the far-reaching and potentially
devastating impacts of tankers in the Salish Sea, its ecosystems,
and human cultural values. Waters also shared the fact that
Kinder Morgan stands to profit from oil spills on the coast by
virtue of it being a majority shareholder in the primary marine
oil spill cleanup corporation, and a quarter-share holder in the
land-based spill company with other oil companies and
organizations—a fact of which few British Columbians are likely
aware. (See related article, page 1.)
Following these talks via a series of facilitated discussions,
POD and participants came up with community-based actions
to address some of the challenges in caring for the Salish Sea
and its inhabitants.
Contact Lori Waters for more info, or to organize a similar
event: lori@raincoast.org, raincoast.org. 0

HURRY! Please note that we regret that we may not be able to stock some of
our Malahat to Naniamo newspaper boxes and racks in the near future including the boxes at Chemainus and Nanaimo Harbour terminals. If you pick
up your paper from a newspaper box or rack and want to keep reading a print
copy of Island Tides, please buy an addressed subscription.
Call 250-216-2267(Visa/Mastercard) or mail a cheque for $57.75. Thank you!
www.islandtides.com

