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Up and down the coast, Islanders have been holding rallies to protest ferry service cuts to islands that depend on ferries. This quiet one was held on
Saturna. To their astonishment, 100 Quadra Islanders attracted all sorts of heavy-duty national and provincial forces to their rally at their ferry terminal
in Campbell River.  All the way home on the ferry, they scratched their heads and speculated about who had sent in the troops!

Looking for Gulf Islands and East Vancouver Island customers? 
You’re looking at the newspaper that will do it all. Call 1.250.216.2267 today!
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If the federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) gets its way, the poorly regulated
shellfish industry that is plaguing Denman
Island could soon take hold on the rest of the
southern Gulf Islands.

The DFO plans to open BC’s coast,
including the shorelines of Salt Spring, Galiano,
Gabriola, and other major islands, to geoduck
aquaculture (see map, page 2). Deadline for
public comment is soon, April 19. 

While the size of licensed areas would be
determined by other land and water activities
nearby, the DFO is promoting the geoduck as
‘one of the most economically prosperous and
environmentally sustainable fisheries on the
west coast.’ One company owner says geoduck
aquaculture could become a billion dollar
industry in the Salish Sea.

The geoduck is a saltwater clam that in rare
cases measures up to 2 metres in length and 7.5
kilograms in weight. It sells for a reported $150
a pound in China, its largest market.

One feature of geoduck farming is the
vertical installation of 20,000 to 40,000 PVC
pipes, each about 12 centimetres in diameter
and 25 centimetres long, per acre into beach
sediment for predator protection for the first 18
to 24 months of a 6–10 year crop cycle. 

PVC pipe breaks down in a marine
environment, releasing toxins absorbed by
zooplanktons and bio-magnifying their harm
as they move up the food chain. Vinyl chloride

in PVC is a human carcinogen. Local group
Gulf Islands Alliance asks how the DFO can
honestly reconcile its enthusiasm for the
geoduck industry with its legal duty to maintain
a sustainable marine ecology and protect
endangered species such as orcas? 

The industry has proven highly
controversial in Washington's Puget Sound—
it has about a 15-year head start over BC—
because of its damage to the ecology and other
facets of the economy, such as tourism. Many
of the more than 225 shellfish sites there
converted to commercial geoduck use without
shoreline permits, public comment or
environmental review.

Last fall the Gulf Islands Alliance sponsored
a series of public meetings on six islands by the
Association for Denman Island Marine
Stewards who said DFO’s rosy view of the
industry ignores the damage caused by the
failure of all governments to stop the eyesore,
noise, garbage and loss of biodiversity wrought
by shellfish operations. Some 90% of
Denman’s coastline on Baynes Sound is under
shellfish tenure.

The mess could be coming to a beach near
you, the Denman group warns other Gulf
Islanders. They complain of company vehicles
driving on beaches, tons of industry debris that
residents clean up each year, the disruptive

Geoduck lease openings - David Steen

AQUACULTURE, please turn to page 2

Trashing Nanaimo?- Patrick Brown 
Nanaimo could be sideswiped by the
controversy about a new incinerator for
Greater Vancouver’s garbage.

Metro Vancouver (formerly the Greater
Vancouver Regional District) has adopted a
plan to dispose of its ‘solid waste’ which has as
its centrepiece a new incinerator for the waste
that is not recycled. It has invited proposals for
a suitable site, and, separately, has invited
proposals for the construction and long-term
operation of the incinerator. Each invitation
has received around a dozen responses; some
of the proponents have also indicated their
proposed sites. 

Metro Vancouver plans to review the sites
and announce a short-list in April, followed by
public meetings in the affected communities.
A call for construction and operation of an
incinerator will follow, with the successful
proponent, and the chosen site, announced in
mid-2015.

At least that seems to be the plan.
The Nanaimo connection to this is that two

of the sites proposed for Metro Vancouver’s
solid waste incinerator are on Duke Point. The
land is owned by Seaspan, who might be
expected to propose a long term contract to
transport garbage from the mainland by barge.

Not In My Backyard
Why should Vancouver’s solid waste be
incinerated on Vancouver Island? For the last

25 years, much of it has been burned in an
incinerator in Burnaby. And much of the rest
is presently trucked to a landfill near Cache
Creek.

The answer is that Vancouver City Council
has resolved not to permit an incinerator,
termed a Waste-to-Energy (WTE) facility)
within the city limits. Vancouver wishes to
encourage a maximum percentage of recycling,
to be carried out by sorting facilities (termed
Material Recovery Facilities (MRF) operated
by private sector contractors within the city.

The second answer is that the Fraser Valley
Regional District opposes another incinerator
in Metro Vancouver because of its expected ill
effect on the air quality of the Fraser Valley.

Metro’s Board of Directors has released a
partial list of proposed locations. These include
Squamish Band land at Port Mellon, two
locations in Surrey, two Lehigh Cement
locations in Delta, and two locations on
Jackson Road on Nanaimo’s Duke Point. The
remaining sites have not been revealed.

Leaving it to Council
The Metro Vancouver plan has been enacted
in a regional Bylaw, #280. It was passed in
October 2013, but before it can become
effective, it must be approved by the provincial
Environment Ministry. And one of the
conditions set out by the Ministry is a sort of

INCINERATOR, please turn to page 6



Ooops!
Pardon My Error!

In the usual flurry of many dozens of
emails and overwork, I wrongly reported that a Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS) project had been won. 

In fact the project for solar energy at the school is getting its
grand kick-off on April 5 at the = Renewable Energy Conference,
held at the highschool, see What’s On? page 12 for details. 

The four delightful GISS students picture in the last edition
had been introducing the new project to the community at Salt
Spring’s film festival! 

I couldn’t have been more wrong, in fact, everyone will be
winners in this innovative new partnership between the
Transition Salt Spring’s Community Energy Group (TSSCEG)
and School District #64. The project will see the installation of
20-kilowatts of solar photovoltaic panels on the highschool
roof—funded by grants and donations from the community.
Hence the need for lots of publicity. When complete, the
installation will be the largest school-based solar PV array in  BC
and also the largest community-funded solar power array.
Contact David Denning at 250-537-4797 if you can help.

Join the Flurry of Emails
Why don’t you join the flurry of emails (I do my best to keep
them straight) and send in your bits and pieces of inspiring
island news. I’d particularly like to get messages from our mid-
and north Islands—don’t keep yourselves a secret.

You don’t need to be a great writer, we are good at
straightening out the kinks, just email your story. 

But make sure it’s not simply a promotion for an event, that
belongs in our inexpensive ‘What’s On?’ section—where we’d
love to see it—helping out with the huge costs of printing and
mailing up and down the Salish Sea’s islands. And, for sure, our
readers would love to read about your event in ‘Whats’On?’. 

I just had a lovely letter (and voluntary subscription) from
folks on Lasqueti saying since Canada Post has been delivering
Island Tides in their mailboxes, how connected they feel to the
archipelago and they appreciate it. The on-going struggles with
BC ferries show how connected we are and what value there is
in knowing each other. 

That is equally true of the cheerful and inspiring news, of
which we’d like more. Island Tides editorial works through an
ad hoc sort of federation of contributors—the only way to
manage the huge area we cover. Did you know that regularly
each year we have about a hundred contributors from across
the Salish Sea—and even further afield. 

Oh, and a quick postscript: send your stuff in early. It
sometimes seems as if people think that you mustn’t send
anything in before deadline but actually it is the lastday you can
send; any day before that is even better!

Spring Equinox Beach Walk
Len Walker from Bowser tells us  about his Solstice walk

on a Bowser beach. In an hour, he conducted a beach survey
over a 600-metre stretch at lowtide. These are the things he saw: 

Batch of juvenile Nudi branch (5)
One orange peel Dorid (one inch)
2 Sun stars, both alive, one was 15-inches with 14 arms, the

other 6-inches with 10 arms, 
1 Black Chiton, 2.5 inches
A healthy sand dollar colony (20ft x20’ft- 500 adults)
Two dozen purple sea stars, various sizes
1 eel, 6-inches (being eaten by a heron)
9 herons 
1 Spider crab, 4 inches
Horse clams (lots) 
Scattered clusters of sea anemones
Small mussel colonies abounding
Dog winkle cluster, huge colonies laying eggs (everywhere)
Areas of green tuft, green ball (sea lettuce)
Bladder rack, red spaghetti, sargassum and wireweed

All that life, makes you think when you look at pictures of what
industrial geoduck farming could do to local beaches, says Len.
Poets Cove Has New Owners, Almost

An offer has been accepted for Poet’s Cove, South Pender’s
resort, which went on the market last fall. If the sale of the 4-
acre property completes as planned, the resort could re-open in
late April.

The 22-unit hotel, overlooking Bedwell Harbour, was
completed in 2004 at a cost of $30 million. Poet’s Cove hotel
rooms are each individual strata lots. They were sold on a

quarter-ownership basis when the resort originally went on the
market. The sale includes the marina. The dock is also a point
of entry for Canada Customs .

Last fall, the offering included 19.25 of the hotel rooms, the
Susurrus Spa, Syrens Bistro, the Aurora dining room, fitness
centre, and pools. Also included were four commercial lots
housing a marine and commercial centre, water and sewage
treatment systems, a commercial laundry, an administration
building, and the marina. Not included in the sale were the
balance of the hotel lots, nine strata-lot villas and 15 strata-lot
cottages on the property, owned by third parties. 

Under the previous management of Walter Kohli the resort
took an active part in community life, hosting a number of
events and sponsoring a number of causes, such as the last
phase of the Brooks Point Park completion process. 

Shop On(Mayne)-Island This Spring
Mayne Island’s Silver Maynes and Community Chamber of
Commerce have a great idea for getting people into local
businesses—Mayne Island passports. Starting April 1, you can
buy your passport at any business on Mayne for $2. Then all
you need to do is visit the others for a stamp. This includes
artists and artisans and vendors at the Mayne Farmers Market
as well as storefront businesses. Collect 40 stamps and turn your
passport in for a chance at prizes, not to mention a visa to certify
you are a true Mayniac. Unlike other jurisdictions, you can have
as many passports as you like during the year! Like Pender’s
carstops, this idea may catch on with other islands!

www.islandtides.com

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
2393 Beacon Avenue, Sidney  V8L 1W9
250-655-5711 / 1-855-955-5711
10:30am–12:30pm, 1:30–4pm; Mon–Thurs
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca    
www.GaryHolmanMLA.ca
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 Fountains & Watergardens 
 Well Pumps & Water Systems 
 Waste Water Pumps & Controls 
 Water Treatment & Filtration 

 Swimming Pools & Spas 
 Rainwater Harvesting

 Landscape Lighting
Irrigation

www.vanislewater.com
461 Dupplin Road  Victoria B.C.   250-383-7145

stem Experts The Water Sy
Since 1972

Round The Islands
Compiled by Christa Grace-Warrick

FREE
SHIPPING
in Canada with
order over $70.

Cabin for Rent  
On Beautiful Mayne Island 

Perfect for those requiring peace and quiet  
480 sq. ft., one room plus bathroom  

150 m from beaches | Wonderful view of Piggott Bay 
All new interior and furnishings | Bright and cheery  

Non smokers | Available immediately  
Long term lease preferred  | $850 per month incl. hydro 

Contact sid.katz@ubc.ca or Tel. 604-263-5109
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On March 18, long-time member Phil Neal and Pender Golf Club
President Peter Testemale welcomed the much-loved Pender Sushi
family Brenda Huh, Youngok Ko, and John Park, at the grand
opening of their new venue at the clubhouse.
The open-to-everyone resaurant was filled to capacity with a
lunchtime crowd within 10 minues—and booked-out for dinner for
three days!

Page 2, ISLAND TIDES, April 3, 2014

Southern Islands’ geoduck aquaculture expansion map. Green
areas could be open for geoduck  leases. Yellow = possible
limitations on applications. Red = generally not available for
applications.

AQUACULTURE from page 1
berming and altering of water courses, and anti-predator
netting that renders critical bird habitat unavailable to birds for
feeding and can snare other wildlife. The Denman/Baynes
Sound area is the second most important waterfowl habitat in
BC and an important area for herring spawning and the growth
of salmonids and other fish species.

It appears that owners of existing tenures won’t have to
apply to the DFO to change their chosen species of cultivation.
Notice to local government and the public would not be
required when they switch to geoduck.

The Gulf Islands Alliance supports the Denman group’s bid
to have geoduck aquaculture banned in the Islands Trust Area,
similar to an existing ban on fin-fish farms. It clearly violates
the Islands Trust Mandate, Policy Statement, and local bylaws. 

GIA urges islanders to tell their trustees and politicians at all
government levels what they think of the geoduck management
plan and also to respond directly to the DFO plan. (See how-to
advertisement on page 11 for more details and pictures). 

Check out the DFO’s detailed maps to see exact locations for
possible geoduck operations. http://www.pac.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/consultation/aquaculture/index-eng.html. 0

This article has been prepared by Jan Slakov and Dave Steen
of the Gulf Islands Alliance. GIA is a grassroots non-profit

group dedicated to upholding the environmental preserve and
protect mandate of the Islands Trust Act. For more
information visit: www.gulfislandsalliance.ca.

ROUND THE ISLANDS, please turn to next page
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Poets Cove’s Grand Opening in 2004. 



In the last few weeks, there were a few shake-ups on the Canadian
political scene. Allison Redford resigned as Premier of Alberta, the
Supreme Court ruled that Stephen Harper’s new Quebec appointee did
not meet the requirements of the Constitution, and his long-serving
Finance Minister, playing that role since 2006, Jim Flaherty resigned.

All three events seemed to catch pundits by surprise. Regrouping, the
commentaries poured in for Mr Flaherty’s ‘steady hand’ over the last eight
years. It made me reflect on the nature of budgets and the real bottom-
line of Canada’s finances. 

It was a rare privilege to hear Canada’s first Parliamentary Budget
Officer Kevin Page speaking March 13, hosted by Salt Spring Forum. His
commitment to public service, to evidence-based decision-making and
to the institutions of Westminster Parliamentary democracy is
unparalleled. He has sacrificed for these principles, in particular for his
commitment to the principle that Parliament must control the public
purse.   

That principle is simply no longer respected. Parliament is
marginalized as the Prime Minister’s Office pushes through fiscal
decisions for which Parliamentarians have inadequate information. 

As Parliamentary Budget Officer, Page went to court to obtain
information to which Parliamentarians are entitled. He went to court to
obtain the details of where cuts had been made throughout the
Government of Canada and how those cuts had affected public service.   

Even after the court ruled that the PBO had the right to such
information, over a year later and despite continued efforts from Page’s
successor at PBO, the information is still being denied.

On February 11, 2014, Jim Flaherty brought down what will be his last
‘budget’. However, that document should not be described as a budget.
It did not contain the basic elements of a budget. There was no statement
of total revenue, of expenditures, and no bottom-line. There was no
breakdown, department by department of how the money is to be spent.  

Here’s a pretty standard definition of a budget, as related to
government spending:

A ‘budget’ is a plan for the accomplishment of programs related to
objectives and goals within a definite time period, including an estimate
of resources required, together with an estimate of resources available,

usually compared with one or more past periods and showing future
requirements. (Smith, Robert W. and Thomas D Lynch. (2004) Public
Budgeting in America. 5th Edition. Pearson; Upper Saddle River, New
Jersey. 37.)

Years ago, I used to go to the budget lock-ups and read budgets that
did include such information, but no longer. I have suggested, and not
lightly, that we should stop calling the spring economic propaganda
device a ‘budget’. It should be called the seasonal ‘thick brochure’. 

The only news media to make note of these new-style budgets was
The Economist (February 15, 2014) in its editorial, ‘Canada’s budget:
Something doesn’t add up.’

It opened with this sentence, ‘Central to the sovereignty of parliament
is that it, not the executive, should ultimately control the public purse. It
ends with this: ‘So much for sovereignty.’

The Economistquoted Kevin Page: ‘the system is broken,’ a point Mr
Page made in spades in his comments on Salt Spring. 

While we have ‘budgets’ that no longer meet the definition, Mr
Flaherty has re-organized the revenue flow to Canada’s Consolidated
Revenue accounts. Dramatically reduced have been the revenues from
corporate taxation. Slashing the corporate tax rate is something about
which Conservatives boast, but it has been so steeply reduced that Canada
now has the lowest corporate tax rate in the industrialized world. Some
may recall Mr Flaherty’s framing of these cuts as liberating the ‘job
creators’. But Canada’s unemployment rate remains rather flat, at 7 %,
(and twice that level for youth).  

Meanwhile, corporate bank accounts are awash in so much cash that
it is now labeled ‘dead money’. The term, first used by the former
Governor of the Bank of Canada, Mark Carney, described over $600
billion worth of cash—equal to an astonishing 32% of our GDP. It isn’t
creating jobs. It isn’t being invested in research and development. It is
doing nothing. 

Cutting the GST and dozens of other boutique tax-cuts have been
criticised by even conservative economists. Flaherty and Harper have
vastly complicated the tax code, serving up highly specific pandering cuts,
eliminating what had been budgetary surpluses even before we hit the
2008 financial crisis.

There will be debates about the legacy of Mr Flaherty as Finance
Minister. Largely, as is the case for all ministers in this
administration, his freedom of action was severely limited by
the tightly centralized PMO operation under Stephen Harper.

Still, it is my hope that we can focus attention on the
fundamentals. We need to return to fiscal decisions supported
by evidence. Parliament must control the public purse. And we
need a budget that actually allows Parliament to understand
what is being planned with the nation’s finances.  0

Pender Winter Market
A new venture on Pender, following on after the Christmas Craft
Fair, was a Winter Market in the community hall. Chef and
caterer Pierre Delacôte reports that it was very busy for food
vendors at Christmas time and is again picking up momentum.
The Winter Market will continue till Easter, when the outdoor
Farmers Market will have its opener on Easter Saturday—you’ll
meet lots of the same vendors, of course. And, by then, the early
veggies might be in full swing. Now, there’s  no need at any time
of year to miss your Saturday morning browse, coffee and chats.

Inter-island Travel
You will see a 4-page pull-out survey in the centre of the
newspaper this time. Looking at the map, southern Gulf Islands
form a cluster. They are  linked by three ferries, Routes 9, 5 and
5A. Their closeness is encouraging people to want to add the
kinds of connections that once were, when schedules and prices
were not under the control of one big corporation and vehicles
were left at home. Already folks from the Outer Islands are
enjoying water-taxi trips to Ganges on Salt Spring on a summer
Saturday. Located right on Ganges Harbour, its a great
shopping spot. People also travel inter-Island for iconic events,
like Galiano’s  Bob Dylan Birthday Party in May. Sometimes
events travel to them like Mayne’s current theatre tour.

Song Writing Contest
Sharpen those notes! This year’s 30th Islands Folk Festival,
organized as always by the Cowichan Folk Guild, has a new
twist to its annual songwriting contest. Composers are asked to
write songs on an historical theme, such as: Vancouver Island,
the Cowichan Tribes, Duncan (perhaps the great flood of 2009),
the Islands Folk Festival itself, Providence Farm where the 3-
day festival is held each July…. Details can be found in What’s
On?, page 12.

Whale Exhibit Planned
Back in Bowser, the bones of a 10-metre long, 20-plus tonne
Grey Whale that washed up on the beach in Sooke, at the south
end of Vancouver Island in April 2010 may become an exhibit
at Deep Bay Marine Field Station.

Vancouver Island University is launching a ‘buy a bone’
campaign to raise approximately $75,000 to create the world-
class exhibit. ‘We need the community’s help to make it
happen,’ says Manager Brian Kingzett. The Deep Bay Marine
Field Station is a key research facility for VIU with a mandate
for public education around sustainability in coastal
communities. The project will present considerable
opportunities for volunteers and students during the process
and is intended to be a community effort.

In 2010, concerned that the whale was being treated with
disrespect, Scia'new First Nation worked with Fisheries and
Oceans Canada and VIU to bury the whale on their land in hope
that it could be used in the future for an educational purpose.

After four years of natural decomposition, the whale
skeleton is ready to be recovered and prepared for display. The
completed skeleton will weigh approximately 2,000 pounds. 

VIU is working with a Saltspring Island-based company
called Cetacea to help with the bone articulation process.
‘Cetacea is gaining an international reputation for the quality of

their articulations,’ says Kingzett. ‘They are best known for
articulating a Blue Whale, the largest species in the world. It’s a
combination of science, engineering and art.’ 

Intensive cleaning processes are required and oils must be
removed from the bones before they are assembled.’

For information about the Deep Bay field station, go to
www.viu.ca/deepbay.

Quadra Park Acquisition
Quadra Island has acquired vital lands at the heart of its two
spectacular marine parks—Small Inlet and Octopus Island. On
March 20, Susan Westren of Save the Heart of Quadra Parks
said,‘It’s a fabulous day for Quadra, a day to be proud of being
a Quadra Islander. Today we celebrate Quadra Parks and the
community spirit that made it happen.’

In the summer of 2012, Quadra Islanders, Sierra Quadra,
and Save the Heart of Quadra Parks mounted a heroic effort
and raised $200,000 in only a few months.

‘So many Quadra Islanders and summer residents gave
beyond all expectation, it was amazing,’ said Geraldine Kenny
of Sierra Quadra. ‘And then the kayakers pitched in, and the
boaters, people who’d camped there with their kids—so many
people who don’t live here, don’t own property here, yet felt
connected to this land and wanted to protect it. It’s been
seventeen years in the making, and it’s been worth it.’

‘With its historic portage trail and an aboriginal clam garden,
the heart of Quadra Parks absolutely deserves park status,’ said
Sierra Club’s marine campaigner Colin Campbell. ‘We
congratulate Minister Polak on this acquisition, hopefully the
harbinger of better times for BC Parks.’

The groups want to thank all of the partners who made the
deal possible: Vancity Savings Credit Union, Marine Parks
Forever, Quadra Island Conservancy and Stewardship Society.
Special thanks go to the landowner, Merrill & Ring Forestry, for
their patience and generous contribution.
Salt Spring’s Mother Tongue Press

Does It Again
Lucky, a debut novel by Kathy Para, published by Mother
Tongue Publishing of Salt Spring Island, is a finalist for BC’s
Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize. Up against four other women
novelists and much larger publishing houses, Lucky and
Mother Tongue will take part in finalist promotion which could
include authors touring in BC during the month of April. The
winner will be announced May 3. 

Mother Tongue Publishing won the Ethel Wilson Fiction
Prize in 2011 for Everything Was Good-bye by Gurjinder
Basran, the winning entry for Mother Tongue’s first Search for
the Great BC Novel contest in 2009.

Lucky is set in the Middle East and Canada. It tells the story
of Anika Lund, a freelance war photographer with an ambition
to photograph an infamous terrorist, and her best friend and
translator, Viva, who seeks answers to the mystery of her
husband's disappearance in Syria. Lucky explores essential
questions about war photography, the price paid by journalists
and the moral dilemmas of love and war.

Author, Kathryn Para is an award-winning, multi-genre
writer with a MFA in Creative Writing from UBC. She is the
2013 winner of Mother Tongue Publishing's contest. She lives
in Gibsons, BC. 0
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UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox, pick
it up at a yellow box or rack located from Victoria
to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support with a voluntary subscription of 
$30 (includes gst) or an amount of your choice. 

Voluntary Subscriptions help 
keep all this great news coming!

Your repeat subscriptions are making
a difference! Our especial thanks to 
readers who renew—our 2014

voluntary subscriptions are coming up! 

Please mail subscriptions to: 
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0

Or call 1.250.216.2267 with your VISA/MC

We have a fun opportunity for
voluntary
subscribers:
‘double your
sub’ to $60,
and ask for
your very own
Island Tides
T–shirt! (S, M,
L or X-L)

BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE!

YOU ARE PART OF THE GOOD NEWS

Bill C-23
As an oxymoron in disguise
‘Democratic Reform’ must take first prize.
Democracy is a state of mind;
Its meaning crystal clear, I find,
So any alteration’s not Reform
But a Restriction of the norm.

So, can it be, or is this fiction
This Ministry of Democratic Restriction?
Who’ll soon find new laws to espouse,
Besides this one before the House—
This one purporting to assign
New rules to vote at voting time.

Those robo-calls and dirty tricks,
Which infiltrated politics,
Would have been dealt with case by case,
Had legislation been in place;
But Elections Canada hadn’t got
The legal tools to stop the rot.

But after Marc Mayrand appealed
For an impartial playing-field—
His guide-lines for it were not read—
We get this half-baked Act instead,
Restrictive of his powers to be
A true unbiased referee.

So, Canada, it’s time to wake,
Another freedom is at stake;
If this Act passes, it’s so flawed
It paves the way for future fraud.
It seems there is no way to stop
Such gormless thinking at the top!

H.Barry Cotton

Finance, Budgets And Shuffles - Elizabeth May
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
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6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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3.1
0.8
3.1

3
THU

0104
0623
1323
2103

7.2
9.8
2.6
10.2

2.2
3.0
0.8
3.1

4
FR

0204
0654
1407
2206

7.9
9.5
2.6
10.2

2.4
2.9
0.8
3.1

5
SA

0316
0726
1453
2309

8.2
9.2
3.0
10.2

2.5
2.8
0.9
3.1

6
SU

0447
0802
1543

8.2
8.5
3.6

2.5
2.6
1.1

7
MO

0007
0627
0853
1638

10.2
7.9
8.2
3.9

3.1
2.4
2.5
1.2

8
TU

0058
0736
1017
1738

10.2
7.5
7.9
4.3

3.1
2.3
2.4
1.3

9
WE

0139
0815
1203
1804

9.8
6.9
7.5
4.6

3.0
2.1
2.3
1.4

10
TH

0213
0844
1334
1935

9.8
6.6
7.9
4.9

3.0
2.0
2.4
1.5

11
FR

0241
0909
1445
2024

9.8
5.9
8.2
5.2

3.0
1.8
2.5
1.6

12
SA

0307
0933
1542
2108

9.8
5.2
8.5
5.6

3.0
1.6
2.6
1.7

13
SU

0330
0957
1633
2148

9.8
4.6
9.2
5.9

3.0
1.4
2.8
1.8

14
MO

0353
1024
1720 
2228

9.8
3.6
9.5
6.6

3.0
1.1
2.9
2.0

15
TU

1415
1053
1807
2307

9.8
3.0
9.8
6.9

3.0
0.9
3.0
2.1

16
WE

0439
1127
1856
2350

9.8
2.3
10.2
7.5

3.0
0.7
3.1
2.3

17
THU

0505
1205
1948

9.8
2.0
10.2

3.0
0.6
3.1
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Exxon Valdez 25 Years Later...
Thirteen hundred miles of coastline was hit by the spill.

A few friends and I made a list of all the suicides that
happened as a result of the spill. It didn’t happen for about four
years. If the same percentage of people in the Gulf who are
affected by the BP spill kill themselves as the Exxon Valdez
spill—you’re  looking at 45,000 dead bodies. We took it hard.

The average life expectancy of an Exxon Valdez cleanup
worker? Fifty-one. Guys would come back to the boat
complaining their urine smelled like diesel. No respirators. C-
130s spraying the beaches—with what?—Corexit. Exxon
exploited Alaska and turned our pain into their profit.

It took twenty years in court to get a very reduced settlement
from Exxon. Did that feel like a win? Opening your mailbox to
an Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Settlement check is like getting a
royalty payment for the snuff film your kid brother was in. Hey,
you’re getting paid—but he’s still dead…

After the BP spill I was hired by the BBC to go back to Prince
William Sound to report on the shape it was in. There were no
birds. We skiffed for hours to an outer beach, one pounded by
waves for more than two decades. I walked across the salt
marsh, shovel in hand. I didn’t need a shovel. My boot prints
had already filled with oil slick.

It was so close to the surface, and so was all my pain. The
lies. The memories of dead birds, otters, seals, deer, bears, fish,
and water. Dead Water. Dead Friends.

‘Alaska isn’t a sovereign state any longer… We are an oil
colony.’—Shannyn Moore, Exxon Spill: 25 Years of Tears,
March 24, 2014.

Don’t let this happen here. Defend your coast now! Or lose
it forever.

William Thomas, Hornby Island

The Enbridge Magical Mystery Tour 
Dear Editor:  
Prime Minister Harper will likely make his decision on the
Enbridge Pipeline in June. To prepare for the big day the
Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) is
spending big bucks visiting communities through B.C. to
generate support. We’ve had two visits here in the Comox
Valley. I attended one of them in Comox along with eight others
including one of our elected officials. My purpose for attending
was to do my due diligence as a taxpayer. 

Every savvy investor knows that before buying into a project
he or she should investigate the project thoroughly. This is called
‘doing your due diligence’. It compares the costs with the
benefits and is particularly concerned with the money. As Deep
Throat said to Robert Redford, playing a reporter investigating
the Watergate break-in in the movie All The President’s Men,
‘Follow the Money.’  

The meeting with CAPP was all about money—particularly
money in the form of Jobs for the Comox Valley. I was trying to
follow the money, but it was impossible.   

When CAPP said ‘Jobs’ the magic happened. Most of the
participants started talking about how they could use the money
in the form of taxes—for schools, health care services, and
municipal services. But there was nothing about the specific
number of jobs, the kinds of jobs and salary levels, the length of
jobs, the credentials needed to get the jobs, the use of temporary
foreign workers, the actual spinoff effects for local businesses,
and so forth. CAPP just said ‘Jobs’. Then they sat back and let
the participants do their work for them convincing one another
that this was a ‘good deal’. 

In terms of money there was no weighing of the net benefits
and costs to the Comox Valley compared to what CAPP,
Enbridge and their multinational investors would get in terms
of profits.  There was no discussion about what Comox Valley
residents would get for their portion of the whopping $1.4
billion taxpayer dollars the feds were giving to the fossil fuel
industry annually in terms tax cuts and subsidies. Nor was there
a discussion about the millions of more taxpayer dollars Mr
Harper and his cabinet were spending as they traipsed around
the world promoting the Enbridge Pipeline.  

Finally, the CAPP representatives didn’t let the conversation
be soiled by discussions about tax-payer costs for spills, public
health consequences, increased pollution climate change and
its effect upon our Canadian economy.  These things are not
even in the CAPP Community Tour Playbook. 

As I left the meeting I was sad. I couldn’t help thinking of
that $1.4 billions of taxpayer dollars Mr Harper and company
are sending to the fossil fuel industry each year. It is coming
back at us to pay in the form of CAPP’s Magical Mystery Tour.
They want us to dream in technicolor and buy a pig in a poke. 

Mike Bell, Comox 

Garbage Burners
This letter was sent to Mayor Ruttan and RDN Directors:
The City of Nanaimo and Regional District of Nanaimo have
constantly demonstrated leadership when it comes to proactive
methods to handle waste. 

As your website declares, you believe this leadership can lead
to a 75% diversion of waste: ‘By practicing the 3Rs—Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle—we can conserve resources, extend the life of
our landfill, and save money.’

In view of this please explain how an incinerator for
Vancouver garbage at Duke Point could allow the reuse or the
recycling of materials.

Please explain how the huge increase in carbon dioxide

emissions associated with trucking, barging, and the disposal
of the toxic ashes by whatever means will achieve your stated
goals of reducing the largest green house gas problem—CO2
emissions? 

Please explain how the toxic emissions from an incinerator
are not hazardous to those of us who live in the airshed and to
the environment in general.

Most jurisdictions in Europe and many in the United Sates
are moving away from incineration for reasons of pollution and,
more importantly, the demand that an incinerator places on the
waste stream, removing recycling options. Here is chance to be
proactive, not simply retreat to destructive outdated burning. 

As a homeowner, taxpayer and voter in the RDN I
respectfully request full disclosure on the part of the mayor’s
office and the RDN with regard to any meeting or decisions re
the Duke Point Incinerator.  

In closing, I ask: If burning garbage is such a good social
policy why has Vancouver outlawed an incinerator within its
boundaries stating that such a facility is not part of their ‘Green
Future’? What is our ‘Green Future’? 

Dave Neads, Gabriola
Getting Shut Out

Dear Editor:
Election Day is a time when all Canadians, no matter their
wealth, health or status, are equal— each has the same say in
choosing our government. Yet alarmingly, the integrity of our
democracy is threatened by three overwhelming problems in
the Conservative government’s Fair Elections Act, Bill C-23. 

Every Canadian is constitutionally guaranteed the right to
vote, yet according to the Chief Electoral Officer C-23 risks
excluding the vulnerable and marginalized by eliminating the
use of vouching to prove your address. While most people can
prove their address with a driver’s license, not everyone can.
Seniors living with their children may not even get a bill in their
name, much less have a licence. Students move often, and may
not have ID with their current address. Indian status cards do
not include an address. For many in these groups, vouching by
another elector is the only way to prove where they live.

Indeed, in the last election, 120,000 active voters relied on
vouching—but if C-23 passes they could be shut out. The
government claims it is concerned about the error rate with
vouching, yet the vast majority of these mistakes are strictly
recordkeeping errors by poll workers. There is no evidence to
suggest that vouching allowed people to vote when they weren’t
eligible.

Another pillar of our democracy is a level playing field,
created through spending limits that ensure big money doesn’t
drown out other voices. Yet C-23 exempts “fundraising” from
spending limits, which could allow partisan messages to be sent
without it being reported to Elections Canada.

Finally, C-23 also bans Elections Canada from encouraging
Canadians to vote. No other country in the world imposes this
restriction, and in an era when voter turnouts have declined to
worrying lows, this restriction is exactly the wrong way to go.

Despite these concerns, there are some helpful measures in
C-23, like adding another advance polling day or, as I proposed
in a Private Member's Bill two years ago, increasing penalties
for those who break the rules.

Canada’s democracy is a model around the world. If we are
going to stay that way, the Conservatives must fix the Fair
Elections Act.

Dominic LeBlanc, MP, Liberal Party of Canada House
Leader

Herring Run
Dear Editor:
Having recently witnessed the magnificence of the herring
return through Lambert Channel, I feel compelled to speak out
about the wonder and beauty of this place we call Home.

The herring run seemed plentiful this year, filling the bellies
of sea lions, eagles, orcas and  fishers.  This yearly migration is
as crucial to the life in the Salish Sea as the wildebeest is to the
Serengeti Savannah. 

I have to ask, how is it possible that we would consider
risking all this for the sake of a few billion (or even a gazillion)
dollars?  It is sheer, short-sighted, selfish stupidity to allow oil
tankers to carry crude thick oil along our coast.

As Nathan Cullen, MP for Skeena –Buckley Valley, told us
last week, the threat is real. The risk of an oil spill is calculated
at 9–14%, whatever that means, and we haven’t got a clue how
to go about cleaning the stuff up.

The message we hear in the propaganda from Enbridge is
that the pipeline/tankers is an inevitable deal. Don’t believe it.  

We now know, ‘It is not inevitable: It is an opportunity
disguised as a crisis.’

Thank you, MP Nathan Cullen, for your message. Now it is
our time to stand up and defend our Coast. 

Sally Gellard, Merville, Big Island
Salmon Peril

Dear Editor:
I’ve just been alerted by Westcoast Environmental Law that the
federal government is planning to strike another blow to our
wild salmon.

WCEL’s  email said. Now, the government wants to pass
regulations that would allow the Environment and Fisheries
Ministers to permit fish farms and industry to pollute our
waters, harming fish with impunity. These regulations would

LETTERS, continued next page 
www.islandtides.com



let ministers: give blanket authorization to fish farms to dump
drugs, pesticides and other pollutants into wild fish habitat;
allow other industries to dump pesticides in fisheries waters;
and shirk their regulatory oversight of pollutants, offloading
responsibility onto provincial governments. Cabinet is
considering public comments before it passes these regulations,
but there’s not much time. 

WCEL’s message mentions the gutting of fisheries Laws, and
lifting the moratorium on fishfarms. Yet it doesn’t even mention
the 26 billion dollar Royal Commission on the Fraser River
Salmon which pointed to fish farms as one of the potential
reasons for the decline of wild salmon. 

Thanks for any efforts you take to not eat farmed fish and
help restore our wild salmon!

Sheila Harrington, Salt Spring Island
NDP Positions

Dear Editor:
I’m responding to Mr William Walton’s letter (Island Tides
March 20 edition) in which he requested clarification of NDP
policy regarding the ferry issue.  The NDP made a very clear
platform commitment to freeze fares for two years, allowing
time for a detailed audit of BC Ferries. Such an audit, similar to
a recent Islands Trust proposal, would have examined the
potential for internal efficiencies such as rationalization of
management and administration.  

The NDP Opposition did not support MLA Weaver’s
amendment to ban exports of US-sourced thermal coal through
BC because of so many other fundamental objections we had to
the Throne Speech.  

Refining of Alberta’s bitumen in Canada is a valid issue for
debate. It would make more sense to refine it in Alberta or
Ontario and Quebec, and to serve markets in Eastern Canada
that are now supplied by foreign oil. This would take advantage
of already existing pipeline and refining capacity and provide
producers and governments the benefits of world market oil
prices.  It would also avoid the economic and environmental
risks of a new oil pipeline crossing hundreds of fish streams in
northern BC, and tanker traffic carrying fuel products on BC’s
pristine west coast.

Gary Holman MLA, Saanich North and the Islands       

Mayne Island Fire Hall Referendum:
Some Useful Comparisons

Dear Editor:
Those tracking this evolving issue will recall that the fire hall
replacement strategies have been presented as ‘bare-bones’
proposals: the first for $6.3 million, the defeated 2011
referendum for $4.2 million, and the one pending for $2.4
million. Taxpayers were urged to lock-in at costs that would only
increase with delay.

We question whether the numbers would not be even lower
if the most recent proposal was not to build on the footprint of

the existing building. The 2011 consultant’s report clearly
identified that saving the existing assets alone would result in
significant savings, as would not having to pay for temporary
shelter for equipment. The consultant’s recommendations are
covered in the ‘Cherry Picking’ article on the MIRRA website:
www.maynebc.com.

Owners of neighbouring acreage have repeatedly expressed
willingness to sell some of the land to the Improvement District,
negating the need for demolishing the current fire hall. The
Islands Trust executive has already waived all fees associated
with the subdivision and rezoning of the property and would
expedite the matter.

Researching nearby fire hall projects, we find almost every
community repurposes the old building after their new hall is
built. Compare the following examples with MIID’s $2.4
million, 6-bay concept:

East Sooke: $2.12 million; 6 bays; repurposed hall; many
extra amenities.

North Galiano: $670,000; 2 bays; repurposed hall.
Saturna: $1.2 million; 7 bays (two buildings); old hall sold;

included land acquisition and many extras.
North Saanich: $1.6 million; 6 bays; repurposed hall; many

extra amenities including training tower.
While each community has individual needs and

construction costs vary depending on amenities and facility
requirements, we feel confident that a better, more economical
proposal can be put forward using the available adjacent
property. Substantial savings can be had by refurbishing the old
School House with donated funds and labour on its present site.
Further economies would result from retaining the existing in-
ground and elevated water tanks, which are valuable
community assets.

Mayne Island Residents & Ratepayers Association is not
supporting ideas and suggestions that are nebulous wishful
thinking. These are real life, cost saving, frugal solutions which
are widely implemented and which need not necessarily delay
the construction program. We appreciate that the Improvement
District has looked at and rejected building on another site, but
we believe this was done in haste—not taking into account the
overall economic benefits and without thorough consultation
of construction or engineering professionals who perhaps would
have guided them in another direction.

As proposed, the fire hall is being developed site-wise in the
most expensive method possible. There are alternatives, and
the community has voiced its support for those alternatives for
many years now, yet the Trustees seem to offer absolutely no

flexibility and consistently put forward the most expensive
proposals. Time to think outside the box.
Ian Dow, President, Mayne Is Residents & Ratepayers Assoc 0
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The BCLiberal legislative agenda has been unfolding in the
legislature over recent weeks. Bill 4, the Park Act, will facilitate
industrial activities such as pipelines in protected areas by
making it easier to conduct ‘research’ activities. One concern is
that research is not clearly defined in the legislation and is too
reliant on Ministerial discretion. The Official Opposition NDP
proposed an amendment to delay discussion of the bill, allowing
for public consultation which has not yet occurred. We also
supported an amendment proposed by MLA Andrew Weaver
to more clearly define research activities. Both of these
amendments were defeated.

The province is also dissolving the Provincial Capital
Commission (PCC), a longstanding Crown Corporation
dedicated to enhancing the amenities of the capital region.
Some of the assets will be sold off to help ‘balance’ the budget,
and some assets will be transferred to the Province. The Official
Opposition oppose the dissolution of the PCC, but proposed a
compromise amendment to the bill to earmark any revenues
from asset sales for the capital region. This very reasonable
amendment would have preserved the original intent of the
PCC, while still adding to government revenues, but was also
defeated.

Every eight years, an Electoral Areas Boundary Commission
is appointed by the legislature to update constituency
boundaries to reflect population growth in BC, most of which

occurs in urban and suburban areas. This means that the ‘over-
representation’ of rural areas (ie: a much lower number of
voters to elect an MLA) can be exacerbated over time. The
government introduced legislation directing this, supposedly
independent, commission to protect three regions in BC,
including 17 constituencies in the interior from redistribution
(11 of which elected Liberal MLAs), while fixing the total
number of MLAs at 85. The NDP Opposition opposes this
legislation because of its apparent partisan nature and the fact
that it is likely to be found unconstitutional. We have proposed
instead that the commission be allowed to do its job without
government interference. We are awaiting a response from
government.  

The Province is also introducing a new Water Act. This bill
makes some long overdue changes such as monitoring and
regulating groundwater use (as elsewhere in Canada), gives the
Minister greater authority to protect critical environmental
flows, and enables a cost recovery system to fund water
management. This legislation is a positive step, although many
of its provisions will not be implemented until regulations are
developed, for example regarding water pricing. The Opposition
may be proposing constructive amendments to strengthen the
new Act, although such amendments have not been accepted
by the Liberal provincial government thus far in this legislative
session.

We have also proposed several important private members’
bills, including legislation to ensure mandatory spring and fall
legislative sessions, the empowering of legislative committees,
and the use of electronic (in addition to paper) petitions to the
legislature. 

On April 7, we will also be introducing amendments to the
Heritage Conservation Act to strengthen the rules and provide
resources to better protect First Nations heritage sites, including
burial sites. All of the south island First Nations have been
invited to the legislature to witness introduction of the bill. I will
report on additional NDP legislative proposals in the weeks to
come. 

As part of the budgetary process, Official Opposition critics
lead a detailed examination of each individual Ministry. As
Deputy Critic for BC Ferries, I will be asking the Minister about
the ‘dividend’ of $6 million per year BC Ferries pays to the
province, the sharp increase in management and
administration over the past decade, the approval of huge
management bonuses, and the imposition of significant
changes to southern gulf islands schedules with no public
consultation. My focus on the environment file will be on
climate action, for example, the implications of LNG production
and the cancellation of the LiveSmart energy conservation
program for achieving legislated GHG emission targets.  0

South Island MLA Report - Gary Holman MLA

Call for fair elections
Canada’s largest voting reform organization has joined a
growing chorus opposing Bill C-23, the ‘Fair Elections Act’.
Nathalie Des Rosiers, member of Fair Vote Canada’s National
Advisory Board will testify for Fair Vote Canada at committee
hearings on the Fair Elections Act in Ottawa, joining many
domestic and international scholars and advocacy groups. Des
Rosiers is Dean of Common Law at University of Ottawa and
Past President of the Law Commission of Canada.

On March 25, many Fair Vote Canada members
participated in the ‘Let People Vote!’ national day of action.
The day was organized by Leadnow.ca, the Council of
Canadians, and the Canadian Federation of Students. From
Victoria to Halifax, citizens gathered at 25 MP offices to deliver
a petition on behalf of 80,000 Canadians.

The petition calls for election fraud investigators to be given
the power they need to compel political operatives—such as
‘Pierre Poutine’ of robo-call fame—to testify.

‘Parts of the proposed election law that remove ‘vouching’
would suppress voting by students and other young people
away from home, low-income people and some seniors in
long-term care facilities with inadequate ID, and aboriginal
people without on-reserve addresses’ says lawyer Wilfred Day,
a member of Fair Vote Canada’s national council. 

‘First-past-the-post is the ultimate voter suppression
scheme’ commented Day, ‘Every federal election, 7 million
votes don’t count, and we end up with ‘majority’ governments
elected on 39% of the vote. When the majority of Canadians
have grave concerns with this bill, and a single party feels
entitled to make such partisan changes with a mandate from
less than 25% of eligible voters, that’s scandalous.’

‘The limits the Act would place on the ability of Elections
Canada’s Chief Electoral Officer to promote voter participation
are particularly objectionable,’ says Fair Vote Canada. Bill C-
23 puts the Student Vote program, which runs youth civic
education and mock elections, in jeopardy. In 2011, over
500,000 students voted in a mock federal election.

Fair Vote Canada is a national, multi-partisan citizens’
campaign for a more proportional voting system. FVC’s
Declaration of Voters Rights currently has signatures from over
30,000 Canadians. 0
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Capital Regional District

The Capital Regional District (CRD) Board is seeking individuals 
to nominate as Directors to the Capital Region Emergency 
Services Telecommunications (CREST) Board.  One citizen 
nominee is required for each of the following electoral areas:
•  Juan de Fuca Electoral Area
•  Salt Spring Island Electoral Area
•  Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area
CREST provides emergency communications for 45 emergency 
response agencies in the Capital Region. The 20-member 
Board is responsible for overseeing the Corporation’s strategic 
direction, finances, governance and operating results.  The 
Board meets at least four times annually.
The term of the appointment shall begin on May 21, 2014 for 
one-year.
Qualified individuals interested in this opportunity may email 
their application to Sheila Norton, Deputy Corporate Officer at 
snorton@crd.bc.ca by Friday, April 25, 2014.
For more information on CREST, go to www.crest.ca,  
or contact Gord Horth at ghorth@crest.ca

Call for Nominees to
CREST Board of Directors

When we think of petro-states, we quickly think of oil-
rich countries such as Algeria or Iran and most Arab
Gulf States, for instance Saudi Arabia. Before

starting research for a paper, I didn’t think that an advanced
democratic country could ever qualify as a petro-state because
the word seemed to have a negative connation to me.

I preferred to consider Canada as a prosperous nation as
opposed to a petro-state. However, the further I got into my
research, I became increasingly aware of the dangerous path
along which the Canadian government is heading and its
ramifications for the future of democracy in respect to the issue
of petro-politics. 

My interested is the relationship between natural resources,
economic performance, the state’s capacities and democracy.
I am reasearching to analyze the Canadian context,
using Norway’s experience as a petro-state to
add to the discussion, in particular by
examining the decisions that are carrying
Canada into becoming a petro-state. 

Oil is a resource that is considered to
be both a blessing and a curse. A
blessing because it brings its country
great wealth and a curse because it
hinders democracy. The interesting
question then is, ‘Is oil wealth compatible
with democracy?’

The relationship between petro-states
and democracy is complicated. In fact, in
leading scholar Michael Ross’s article entitled
‘Does Oil Hinder Democracy?’ he claims that in the
examination of more than 20 developing countries that depend
on oil exports and revenue, few are governed by a democratic
system and all are subject to multiple tensions. According to
him, oil is predominantly a challenging issue for
democratization. Most of the countries considered to be petro-
states are weak governments, characterized by corrupt elites. 

Democracy thrives when you have information, engagement
and transparency. As one of the world’s emerging petro-state,
Canada is facing increasing challenges to upholding democracy
while continuing to reap the rewards of oil revenue. With so
much focus going into the oil sands industry, Canada’s
environmental policies are falling by the wayside. 

The government is clearly less interested in developing its
climate change policies, and this lack of transparency is
jeopardizing investment in Canada’s energy sector, not to
mention discrediting the federal government when it comes to
investing in issues of national concern to Canadians. 

Investment in higher fossil fuel exports as well as oil
extraction is leaving Canada with depleted energy supplies,
devastated landscapes and polluted waters. The biggest concern
perhaps is that Canada, a seemingly prosperous economy, is
unable to compete with states that are on their way to further
investment in the industry of renewable energy. 

The concentration of investment in bitumen exports and the
growing political influence of the petroleum sector, both
provincially and federally, is what characterizes Canada as a
petro-state. The oil industry dominates all areas of public policy. 

According to a February 2013 report by Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives, ‘Through a mix of legislative, regulatory,
taxation, lobbying, and related initiatives (including the
demonization and intimidation of contrary voices), both the
federal and Alberta governments have acted to protect the
bitumen industry and expand its reach, thereby locking in a
resource-based future all the more firmly.’ Dramatically put,
anyone voicing opposition on Canada’s energy projects are
labelled as radicals and deemed to be equivalent to ‘enemies of
the state’. 

Canada’s economy marks itself on its high dependence on
oil and heavy investment in its production. Prime Minister
Harper has managed to assert Canada’s emerging role as North
American energy storehouse, labeling it as a petro-state. Bruce
Campbell, executive director of the Canadian Center for Policy
Alternatives (CCPA) defines a petro-state is a country that is
‘dependent on petroleum for 50% or more of export revenues,
25% or more of GDP, and 25% or more of government
revenues.’ In 2011, approximately 116,000 people were
employed in Alberta’s upstream energy sector, which includes
oil sands, conventional oil, gas and mining. In 2011, the energy
sector accounted for 27.6% of Alberta’s GDP.

While democratic petro-states such as Venezuela and
Nigeria have experienced dramatic hardships when it comes

to managing oil and democracy, Norway and Canada
seem to be prospering. The basic assumption is
that advanced democracies have the right
institutions and are transparent and thus
able to avoid succumbing to the resource
curse. In fact, currently only one petro-
state has managed to escape the
resource curse and that is Norway. 

The main argument of my research
paper will be that governments who
charge higher rents are better able to
provide public services, support other

economic sectors, and put aside savings that
can be used to even-out the boom and bust

cycle. This is how an advanced democracy like
Norway has been developing itself as a successful petro-

state. 
Federalism explains why Canada cannot adopt the

Norwegian approach. A crucial difference is that Norway
charges much higher royalties. The Canadian government
cannot do that, because of the division of powers between the
federal and provincial governments. In Canada, jurisdiction
over resources is allocated to the provinces, yet the monetary
policy remains at the federal level. 

Prime Minister Harper may argue that Canada’s immense
size makes it possible to have areas of industrial development
with lots of room left over for natural capital, however there
seems to be a lack of clarification as to what exactly economic
sectors he intends to develop other than the oil industry. The
problem with Canada’s reputation as a petro-state is not the
mere exploitation of oil, but the focus on it to the exclusion of
additional opportunities including additional and alternative
energy sources. 

Furthermore, the oil industry is protected by measures such

as federal subsidies and below-market royalty rates. The CCPA’s
February 2013 report explains that federal subsidies, or federal
tax law ‘provides an Accelerated Capital Cost Allowance that
permits bitumen producers to write-off costs for new projects
and expansions against federal and provincial taxes until all
capital costs are paid off. By comparison, conventional
petroleum companies are permitted to write-off only 25% of
capital costs per year. Between 2007 and 2011, the federal
government estimates this tax measure alone provided the
bitumen industry with a federal subsidy of $1.5 billion per year.’ 

Unlike Norway, Canada is quite dependent on its resource
revenues for government funding. About 40% of Canada’s
resource revenues go to Ottawa, and about one third of Alberta's
bills are paid by oil and gas revenues. According to Terry Karl,
a prominent scholar on the issue of the Canadian petro-state,
these differences explain why Alberta’s tax rates are so low—the
lowest personal taxes in Canada—and why its governance is
more top down and corporation-oriented. 

Although the resource is owned by the province of Alberta
and oil companies are required to pay royalties for the extraction
and depletion of the natural resource, Alberta has one of the
lowest royalty rates in the world. It charges only 1% on oil
revenues until capital costs are recovered. Most recently, in
2007, a proposed modest increase in provincial royalties was
inevitably turned down, leaving the federal government with no
option but to abandon the idea.

Norway distinguishes itself by being a successful petro-state.
In Canada, climate change is at the bottom of the government’s
economic agenda whereas Norway is a leader on climate change
issues. Canada withdrew from Kyoto and its Copenhagen
commitments are much weaker and will most likely not be met.
Rapid development of the oil sands takes precedence over
climate concerns, while Norway met its Kyoto commitments
and has thorough environmental regulations governing the
exploitation and transportation of oil and gas. 

Because of the division of power, Canadian environmental
regulation is in the hands of the provinces. Unfortunately,
Alberta’s environment department lacks the necessary
resources to implement and enforce regulations. On the issue
of the management of oil, Norway adheres to its ‘ten oil
commandments’, whereas Alberta struggles to reach a
consensus with the federal government about how to
management resources. 

Norway has public ownership and control of all aspects of
oil production and distribution while Alberta maintains an
‘open door’ policy to multinational oil companies. In contast, to

INCINERATOR from page 1
‘good neighbour’ requirement: Metro Vancouver must meet any
objections raised by the Fraser Valley Regional District (and, in
the case of Port Mellon, possibly the Sunshine Coast Regional
District).

And as for Nanaimo, its regional district board has resolved
that nobody else’s solid waste should be processed within its
boundaries.  However, Nanaimo City Council has not taken a
position. The Duke Point sites, with Industrial zoning,
apparently permit an incinerator.

Given the prevailing southeast winds, emissions from the
expected hundred-foot smokestack would impact downtown
Nanaimo, the harbour, and Gabriola Island. Ash from the plant
would be dumped at the Cedar landfill.  But some Councillors
think that Waste-to-Energy could be the source of well-paid
jobs, and they would rather wait to see whether the Nanaimo
locations are shortlisted by Metro Vancouver. 
Material Recovery v. Waste-To-Energy
Despite the Metro Vancouver solid waste plan bylaw—and
despite Vancouver City’s policy favouring recycling—the debate
between material recovery and waste-to-energy continues. Both
Metro Vancouver and the City of Vancouver appear to favour a
policy that provides for maximizing recycling, with the
remainder to be incinerated or landfilled. However, the
estimates of the actual percentage of solid waste which can be
recycled vary wildly, from 50% to 80% (currently, Vancouver’s
recycling rate is 58%). Unfortunately, it appears that those
materials that yield the most revenue from being recycled and
sold are also those which burn the best and thus yield the most
revenue from the sale of energy; so at some point there is a
conflict between selling or combusting. Who is going to make
the decision?

Also, a WTE incinerator requires a good and steady supply

of fuel for efficient operation. European experience (where WTE
installations have been operated for many years) indicates that
some countries where recycling is well established have had to
import garbage to keep their incinerators generating
consistently. 

Additionally, a high level of recycling might make an
incinerator unnecessary, and employ many people in MRFs.

Decision, or Crapshoot?
Metro Vancouver seems determined to have a new incinerator,
at a capital cost of nearly half a billion dollars. But Metro doesn’t
seem to have determined how much it will cost to run, or how
much BCHydro might pay for the electricity it will generate.

The existing Burnaby incinerator has been reported to be
expensive to maintain and run—a net cost of some $16.3 million
in the current year. An alternative strategy might be to
concentrate now on establishing a high level of recycling, and
thus delay the need for a new incinerator.

Metro Vancouver’s financial strategy appears to favour
purchasing the incinerator site, and borrowing money to build
the incinerator; but the private sector would operate the
incinerator, carry out trucking (and tug/barge operations) and
also operate MRF facilities.

This makes the dollar cost and revenue complicated enough.
Add in the social costs of ash disposal, air quality, trucking, etc.
It’s a difficult decision; it’s not clear how it might come out. In
fact, given the politics of the Lower Mainland, it could be a real
crapshoot.

Metro Vancouver’s plan is to shortlist possible sites, and then
seek local opinion. From Nanaimo’s point of view, the idea of
barging Metro Vancouver’s waste to Vancouver Island, and then
burning it in a location close to the center of town, has got to be
highly questionable. Nanaimo shouldn’t wait to be asked to

Protecting Democracy in Petro-states - Joëlle Skaf

PETRO STATE, please turn to page 7

‘Federalism
explains why Canada

cannot adopt the Norwegian
approach. A crucial difference
with Norway is that it charges
much higher royalties. The

Canadian government cannot do
that, because of the division of
powers between the federal

and provincial
governments.’



Gulf Islands Water Transportation Survey
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The Southern Gulf Islands Economic Development 
Commission (EDC) in conjunction with Moving Around 
Pender, the Galiano Island Chamber of Commerce, the 
Mayne Island Chamber of Commerce, and SaturnaWorks, 
are conducting a survey of islanders and visitors 
concerning non-BC Ferry transportation between the 
Southern Gulf Islands. The Salt Spring Economic 
Development Commission also endorses this survey. 

Increasing connections between the islands is a key 
element of the Experience the Gulf Islands initiative of the 
EDC.  In addition there is increasing motivation among 
Islanders to develop a water transportation system 
because of rising BC Ferry rates and decreases in 
scheduled sailings.  This, coupled with the desire by 
Islanders to use less fossil fuel and decrease their carbon 
footprint, means there may be the opportunity to develop 

a sustainable, affordable and convenient inter-island water transportation system. The results of this survey will 
help these voluntary groups, the EDC and regional authorities to develop an effective water transportation 
system that meets the needs of Island residents and visitors.   

The survey is designed to gather the opinions and desires of Island Residents and Visitors regarding potential 
water taxi routes, ports of call, schedules and fares. Please fill in the survey online at: www.crd.bc.ca/watertaxi 
or complete this paper version and drop off at the locations indicated at the end of the survey. 

THANKS! 

Dream of Inter-Island Connections! 
  

Please tick the appropriate box for the following questions: 
  

1. On which of the following Gulf Islands do you live? 
Galiano ____; Pender _____; Mayne _____; Saturna___; Salt Spring____ 
 

2. If you are not a resident of one of the Islands listed above,  are you a visitor or potential visitor from: 
Sidney  ____, Greater Victoria ____, other Vancouver Island locations___, BC Mainland ____, Other Canadian Province_______, Other 
Country ______. 

  
Two potential routes are being considered. A) a purely inter-island service linking Salt Spring Island and the 
Southern Gulf Islands: Pender, Mayne, Saturna and Galiano, and B) a link to Sidney from Salt Spring Island 
and the 4 Southern Gulf Islands. Separate questions are listed for each of these possible routes. 
 

A. PURELY INTER-ISLAND WATER TRANSPORTATION 
   
3. At which of the listed ports of call would you be most likely to board a water taxi for inter-island transportation?    Check more than one if 

appropriate.  Indicate your first choice with a 1, second choice with a 2 etc.   
  
! Lyall Harbour (Saturna) 
! Hope Bay (Pender) 
! Port Washington (Pender) 
! Browning Harbour (Pender) 
! Shingle Bay (Pender) 
! Poet’s Cove (Pender) 
! Horton Bay (Mayne) 

! Miner’s Bay (Mayne) 
! Montague Harbour (Galiano) 
! Sturdies Bay (Galiano) 
! Retreat Cove (Galiano) 
! Ganges (Salt Spring) 
! Fulford Harbour (Salt Spring) 
! Fernwood (Salt Spring) 

  
4. List ports of call where you would most likely disembark from a water taxi. Check more than one if appropriate.  . Indicate your first choice 

with a 1, second choice with a 2 etc 
  

! Lyall Harbour (Saturna) 
! Hope Bay (Pender) 
! Port Washington (Pender) 
! Browning Harbour (Pender) 
! Shingle Bay (Pender) 
! Poet’s Cove (Pender) 
! Horton Bay (Mayne) 

! Miner’s Bay (Mayne) 
! Montague Harbour (Galiano) 
! Sturdies Bay (Galiano) 
! Retreat Cove (Galiano) 
! Ganges (Salt Spring) 
! Fulford Harbour (Salt Spring) 
! Fernwood (Salt Spring) 

  
5. Might you want to take a scheduled water taxi to a different island i.e.: Samuel Island, Prevost, King Islets, Moresby, Portland? 

! Yes 
! No 
! Maybe 
 

6. What would be your reason[s] to use an inter-island water taxi? Check more than one if appropriate, listing most frequent with 1, second 
most frequent with 2 etc. 

  
! Shopping and other errands  
! Going to other Gulf Islands to visit friends and/or family 
! Recreational visits to other Gulf Islands (eg Farmer’s Markets, cycle touring, shows etc) 
! Commuting to work 
! Commuting to school 
! Other ___________________________________________ 
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7. How often might you use an inter-island water taxi? 

! Everyday 
! 3-4 times a week 
! 2-3 times a week 
! 1-2 times a week 
! Every second week 
! Once a month 
! Less than once a month 
! Never 

  
8. Would you most likely use an inter-island water taxi on weekdays or weekends? 

! weekdays 
! weekends 
! both 
! neither 
   

9. Would you take your bicycle on the water taxi? 
! Always 
! Sometimes 
! Rarely 
!     Never 

 
  

10.  Might you want to take a kayak on an inter-island water taxi? 
! Yes 
! No 
! Possibly 

 
       

11. Check the maximum amount you would you be prepared to pay for a round trip to Ganges, on Salt Spring Island  if you live on Saturna, 
Mayne, Galiano or Pender?   

! $10 - $20 
! $20 - $30 
! $30 - $40 
! $40 - $50 

! $50 - $60 
! $60- $70 
! $70 -$80 
! $80 + 

  
12. Check the maximum amount you would be prepared to pay for a round trip to Pender, Mayne, Galiano or Saturna if you live on Salt Spring 

Island?  
! $10 - $20 
! $20 - $30 
! $30 - $40 
! $40 - $50 

! $50 - $60 
! $60- $70 
! $70 -$80 
! $80 + 

   
13. Distances between Mayne, Saturna, Pender and Galiano Islands are shorter and trips will therefore cost less.  Check the maximum you would 

be prepared to pay for a one way trip between any two of these four Islands? 
  

! $5 -$10 
! $10 - $15 
! $15 - $20 
! $20 -$25 
! $25 -$30 

  
14. Which method of payment would you be most likely to use: 

! Online booking and pre-payment which would include a discount 
! Cash, debit or credit card at the time of boarding the water taxi with no discount. 

  
15. Would you take advantage of (check more than one if appropriate): 

! A pre-paid book of tickets which would include a discount 
! A discount for families 

  
16. Which of the following mode[s] of transportation would you use to get to the water taxi at your preferred point of embarkation? (check more 

than one if appropriate) 
 

!Walk 
!Car (parking required) 
!Taxi 
!Bus 

!Bicycle 
!Car Pool 
!Car Stops 
!Motorcycle 

  
17. Would you use a water taxi service to transport  commercial goods between islands (eg Produce to/from local markets, etc) 

  
! Yes     
! No 
! Possibly 

 
18. Assuming the ports of call for an inter-island water taxi were Lyall Harbour (Saturna), Horton Bay (Mayne), Hope Bay (North Pender), 

Montague Harbour (Galiano) and Ganges (Salt Spring Island), which of the following 4 schedules would you be most likely to use?  Check 
more than one if appropriate, listing the one most frequently used with 1, the second most frequently used with 2 etc. 
  

! A morning trip from Saturna, Mayne, Pender and Galiano to Ganges  starting at Lyall Harbour and stopping at Horton Bay, Hope Bay and 
Montague Harbour taking 1 hour, 10 minutes 

  

! A morning trip from Ganges to Galiano, Pender, Mayne and Saturna stopping at Montague, Hope Bay, Horton Bay and Lyall Harbour 
taking 1 hour, 10 minutes 

  

! An afternoon trip from Saturna, Mayne Pender and Galiano to Ganges starting at Lyall Harbour and stopping at Horton Bay, Hope Bay and 
Montague taking 1 hour, 10 minutes 

   

! An afternoon trip from Ganges to Galiano, Pender, Mayne and Saturna stopping at Montague, Hope Bay, Horton Bay and Lyall Harbour 
taking 1 hour, 10 minutes 
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19.  Which departure time would you prefer for the morning sailing? 

!Before 8AM 
!8AM – 9AM 
!9AM – 10AM 
!10AM – 11AM 

 
 

20. Which departure time would you prefer for the afternoon sailing? 

!Before 12 noon 
!12 PM – 1PM 
!1PM – 2 PM 
!2PM – 3 PM 
!3PM – 4PM 
!4 PM - 5 PM 
!After – 5 PM 
     

 
B. WATER TRANSPORTATION SERVICE BETWEEN THE GULF ISLANDS AND SIDNEY 

   

21. At which of the listed ports of call would you be most likely to board a water taxi for transportation to Sidney?  Check more than one if 
appropriate, listing the one most frequent with 1, the second most frequent with 2 etc. 
  
! Lyall Harbour (Saturna) 
! Hope Bay (Pender) 
! Port Washington (Pender) 
! Browning Harbour (Pender) 
! Shingle Bay (Pender) 
! Poet’s Cove (Pender) 
! Horton Bay (Mayne) 

! Miner’s Bay (Mayne) 
! Montague Harbour (Galiano) 
! Sturdies Bay (Galiano) 
! Retreat Cove (Galiano) 
! Ganges (Salt Spring) 
! Fulford Harbour (Salt Spring) 
! Fernwood (Salt Spring) 

 
22. Which of the following potential Island ports of call would you prefer to go to if you were embarking from Sidney?  (Indicate your first 

choice  with a 1, second choice with a 2 etc.) 
 
! Lyall Harbour (Saturna) 
! Hope Bay (Pender) 
! Port Washington (Pender) 
! Browning Harbour (Pender) 
! Shingle Bay (Pender) 
! Poet’s Cove (Pender) 
! Horton Bay (Mayne) 

! Miner’s Bay (Mayne) 
! Montague Harbour (Galiano) 
! Sturdies Bay (Galiano) 
! Retreat Cove (Galiano) 
! Ganges (Salt Spring) 
! Fulford Harbour (Salt Spring) 
! Ferndale (Salt Spring 

 
23. If you were going from the Gulf Islands to Sidney, what would be your reason[s] to use a water taxi? Check more than one if appropriate, 

listing most frequent with 1, second most frequent with 2 etc. 
! Shopping and other errands 
! Medical, dental and other appointments  
! To visit friends and/or family 
! Recreational visits (i.e. Farmer’s Markets, cycle touring, shows etc) 
! Commuting to work 
! Commuting to school 
! Other?  _________________________________________ 

  
24. If you were going from Sidney to the Gulf Islands, what would be your reason[s] to use a water taxi? Check more than one if appropriate, 

listing most frequent with 1, second most frequent with 2 etc. 
! Shopping and other errands 
! To visit friends and/or family 
! Recreational visits (i.e. Farmer’s Markets, cycle touring, shows etc) 
! Commuting to work 
! Other __________________________________________ 

  
25. Would you use a water taxi service to transport  commercial goods between Sidney and the Gulf Islands or between the Islands and Sidney?  

! Yes     
! No 
! Possibly 

 
26. How often might you use a water taxi service from the Gulf Islands to Sidney? 

 
! 3-4 times a week 
! 2-3 times a week 
! 1-2 times a week 
! Every second week 

! Once a month 
! Less than once a month 
! Everyday 
! Never 

   
27. How often might you use a water taxi service from Sidney to the Gulf Islands? 

  
! 3-4 times a week 
! 2-3 times a week 
! 1-2 times a week 
! Every second week 

! Once a month 
! Less than once a month 
! Everyday 
! Never 

  
28. Would you most likely use a Gulf Islands –to-Sidney water taxi service on weekdays or weekends? 

! weekdays 
! weekends 
! both 
! neither 
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29. Would you take your bicycle on the water taxi? 
! Always 
! Sometimes 
! Rarely 
! Never 

 
30. Might you want to take a kayak on the water taxi? 

! Yes 
! No 
! Possibly 

  
31. Check the maximum you would be prepared to pay for a round trip from your home port to Sidney or from Sidney to a Gulf Island 

destination?   
! $20 - $30 
! $30 - $40 
! $40 - $50 
! $50 - $60 
! $60 - $70 
! $70 - $80 

 
32. Which method of payment would you most likely use:  

! An online booking and pre-payment method which would include a discount 
! Cash, debit  or credit card at the time of boarding the water taxi with no discount. 

  
 
 
33. Would you take advantage of: (check more than one if appropriate): 

! A pre-paid book of tickets which would include a discount 
! A discount for families 

  
34. Which of  the following mode[s] of transportation would you use to get to the water taxi at your preferred port of call? (Check more than one 

if appropriate) 
  

!Walk 
!Car (parking required) 
!Taxi 
!Bus 

!Bicycle 
!Car Pool 
!Car Stops 
!Motorcycle 

  
  
  

35. Assuming the ports of call for a water taxi service from the Gulf Islands to Sidney were Lyall Harbour (Saturna), Miner’s Bay (Mayne), 
Shingle Bay (North Pender), Montague Harbour (Galiano) and Ganges (Salt Spring Island), which of the following 4 schedules would you 
be most likely to use?  Check more than one if appropriate, listing the one most frequently used with 1, the second most frequently used with 
2 etc. 
  

! A morning trip from Saturna, Mayne, Pender, Galiano or Ganges to Sidney  
  

! A morning trip from Sidney to Ganges, Galiano, Pender, Mayne or Saturna 
  

! An afternoon trip from Saturna, Mayne, Pender, Galiano or Ganges  to Sidney  
  

! An afternoon trip from Sidney to Ganges, Galiano, Pender, Mayne or Saturna 
  

36.  Which departure time would you prefer for the morning sailing?  

!Before 8AM 
!8AM – 9AM 
!9AM – 10AM 
! 10AM – 11AM 

  
37. Which departure time would you prefer for the afternoon sailing? 

!Before 12 noon 
!12 PM – 1PM 
!1PM – 2 PM 
!2PM – 3 PM 
!3PM – 4PM 
!4 PM - 5 PM 
     

 

38. What additional comments/ suggestions can you offer regarding the potential development of an inter-island and/or an Island-Sidney water 
taxi service 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
THANK YOU! 

" If you live on Pender Island you may drop this survey off at the Real Estate Office at the Driftwood Center or Mail to: Moving 
Around Pender, 3354 Port Washington Road, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M1 

" If you live on Galiano you may drop this survey off at the Hardware - Store Galiano Trading CO. 
" If you live on Mayne you may drop this survey off at the Home Hardware 
" If you live on Saturna you can drop this survey off  at the free mail at the General Store in the ‘Water Taxi Survey’ envelope  or  

mail to SaturnaWorks, PO Box 113, Saturna Island V0N 2Y0  
" If you live on Salt Spring you can drop this survey off at the Swimming Pool, the Library or at the PARC office at Portlock 
Park 

 
If possible please fill out this survey online at: wwwwww..  ccrrdd ..bbcc ..ccaa //wwaa tteerrttaaxx ii     
 
!
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LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that James Albert
Johnston and Barbara Lynn
Melosky have applied to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Specific Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Salt Spring Island/ vicinity of
Houston Passage.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414176.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 2nd, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office.in Nanaimo

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Peri Mehling
and Ian Bruce have applied to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Specific Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Saltspring Island/ vicinity of
Satellite Channel.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414185.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until April 28, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office.in Nanaimo

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Walter John
Madro has applied to Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Specific Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Saltspring Island/ vicinity of
Ganges Harbour.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414192.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 4 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office.in Nanaimo

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Curtis and
Marsha Erickson have applied
to Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Specific Permission –
Residential Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
land located atSecret Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414194.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until May 10th, 2014.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office.in Nanaimo

New water legislation- Patrick Brown

PETRO STATE from page 6
Norway, the private sector dominates in Alberta and the federal
government provides subsidies and tax breaks to encourage
resource exploitation. Because Norway charges higher royalty
rates, the state has a better handle on the appropriation and
distribution of oil revenue. 

Deficit Despite Oil Boom
Rent accumulated in Alberta is among the lowest in the world.
Canada’s reliance on boom-and-bust cycles as a source of
government funding, without an efficient national energy
savings plan on the side, means that booming provincial
governments make it a habit to overspend. Alberta’s savings
fund is small and ineffective and therefore unable to stabilize
revenues. Consequently, as of 2012, Alberta has run up a deficit
of approximately $4 billion. 

Norway’s economy is not dependent on the boom and bust
cycle, but rather on the more stable international financial
returns to government reserves from its national savings fund.
Most importantly, oil wealth in Norway, due to equitable labour
relations, progressive taxes and a generous social welfare
system, is equitably distributed amongst the population and
regions of the country. Notably, Norway has the lowest levels of
income inequality in the world. 

When measuring economic activity, the GDP in Canada has
risen from $600 billion per year in the 1990s to $1.7 trillion in
2012. While the numbers might show an increase in Canada’s
wealth, in fact little of that money stayed in Canada and what
remained was allocated to a small percentage of the population.
Not only is there a lack of transparency in the allocation of that
money, income inequality also increased and there has been a
reduction in social program spending as a result of the growing
interprovincial disparity in income and fiscal capacity with
Alberta isolating itself from the rest of the country. 

Another significant difference between Norway and Canada
is savings. Norway has a savings fund—Sovereign Wealth
Fund—which is worth about $656bn for a population of under
5 million people. Alberta’s Heritage Trust Fund, on the other
hand, is worth a relatively measly $16.6bn, for a population of
close to 4 million people. Governments who charge higher rents
are better able to provide public services, support other
economic sectors, and put aside savings that can be used to
even-out the boom-and-bust cycle. A country, such as Norway,
that diverts its resource revenue to a savings fund, is necessarily
compelled to use its tax-base for government funding.
Consequently, citizens pay higher taxes, but the politicians
represent those who pay the bills (the citizens), rather than the
interests of oil-producing corporations to the detriment of the
public sector and democracy. 

Because of Canada’s governance system, it cannot approach
the issue as well as Norway. Alternatives remain to be
considered nonetheless. For instance, as suggested by the
Pembina Institute, the government should decrease the
subsidies to the oil and gas industries and invest some of that
money on developing clean energies; this would create more
jobs and promote a healthier economy and a cleaner
environment. Another possibility would be to get Alberta to
raise taxes yet still remain the country’s province with the lowest
tax rate. 

Perhaps, the most effective solution for Canada is to
transition to a low-carbon model and invest in a national energy
plan. By creating a strong Federal Savings Fund, reducing
carbon subsidies and increasing taxes in Alberta, the country
would be making a good start in managing the oil industry. 

Until that is achieved, oil and democracy will continue to
collide and dependency on oil wealth will only increase while
climate change and other environmental issues will continue to
be disregarded. It seems that, with the exception of Norway, an
advanced democracy, such as Canada, is not immune to the
pitfalls of oil wealth. 

The Canadian government’s enthusiasm for oil wealth has
highlighted the tensions between resource management and
democratic rule, evidenced in its low tolerance for activism and
its efforts to silence opposition. It is no wonder then that there
is currently an ongoing lawsuit against the federal government
by advocacy group ForestEthics to contest the restriction of
public input on energy projects. 

High dependence on oil revenues and the uncertain long-
term prospects of oil demand is a calculated risk that petro-
states are willing to take to maintain short-term revenue flows,
domestic security and entitlements to their population.  

Fundamentally, in comparison to Norway, undoing these
petro-states tendencies in Canada rests completely at the
provincial level and currently, it is my belief that the current
government will continue to lead the country on this dangerous
path with only oil on its mind. 0

There’s a new Water Sustainability Act (Bill 18) in the
works, to replace the original Water Act, which dates
from  1909. The legislation was introduced on March 11. 

The matter of pricing water isn’t in the new Act. A separate
document, entitled ‘Pricing BC’s Water’ is on the web
http://engage.gov.bc.ca/watersustainabilityact/. Comments on
this will be accepted by the government until April 8. 

Howerever, there will be no fees for groundwater, and
permits issued by the Oil and Gas Commission are exempt from
charges.

Violations Of Water Act For Fracking
Few British Columbians will be aware of the new Act, except the
Western Canada Wilderness Foundation and the Sierra Club of
BC Foundation, who are pursuing a lawsuit alleging that the Oil
and Gas Commission has been flouting the provisions of the old
one. The new Water Sustainability Act has only reached First
Reading in the legislature, so the old Act is still in effect.

Water use permits issued under the Water Actused to have
a limit of twelve months and, following legislative changes on
March 28, 2013, twenty four months. Any longer tenures
required the issue of a Water License which, under the Act,
required notification of those affected and a more complex
application procedure. However, the BC Oil and Gas
Commission routinely issued follow-on permits which had the
effect of extending the permits, sometimes for many years.

The Western Canada Wilderness Committee and the Sierra
on Club of BC Foundation appeared in BC Supreme Court
March 17, citing close to a hundred instances where the
commission  is violating the Water Act by issuing consecutive
permits to Encana Corporation. The BC government, defending
the suit, stated that there was nothing in the Act saying that the
OGC could not issue such permits.

The WCWC and the Sierra Club are asking for these permits
to be quashed. Clearly, their court action was undertaken to
draw attention to the enormous volumes of water, drawn from
lakes, streams, aquifers, and the Williston Reservoir, and used
for fracturing gas wells in northeast BC.

Provisions Of The New Act  
The lawsuit may have had the effect of accelerating the
presentation by the government of the new Water Sustainability
Act, which has been in the works for years. It essentially merges
the provisions covering permits and licenses, and sets a time
limit for ‘use approvals’ not exceeding 24 months. There is
provision for review of a license after 30 years.

However, consecutive approvals are clearly anticipated:
‘Section 10(3) For certainty, a use approval may be issued
authorizing a person to divert water from a source of water
supply for a water use purpose in relation to an appurtenancy,
if any, specified in the use approval, whether or not a use
approval was previously issued authorizing the person to divert
water from the same water source supply for the same water
use purpose in relation to the same appurtenancy.’ 

(‘Appurtenancy’ is not defined in the Act. Wikipedia says an
‘appurtenance’ is ‘a term for what belongs to and goes with
something else, with the appurtenance being less significant than
what it belongs to.’)

This example will indicate the complexity of this new
legislation, which deals with both surface water and
groundwater. It provides for the notification of those affected
by new water-use applications, and for the possibility of
hearings. There is provision for the consideration of the
environmental flow needs of a stream or aquifer. It appears to
continue the principle of ‘first in time, first in rights’
characteristic of the Water Act, but specifies a precedence of
water uses which also applies (‘domestic’ uses come first,
followed by waterworks, irrigation, mineralized water, mining,
industrial, oil and gas, power, storage, conservation, and last
‘land improvement’). Also covered are well construction and
operation, protected rivers, and of course enforcement of
regulations, offences, ‘creative sentencing’, etc. Fees and charges
are to be established by cabinet (see first para.) 0

Two on a Solstice beach.                          Photos: Len Walker
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Dissolved Air Floatation Water (DAF) Treatment Plant Will Greatly Improve Treated Water Quality from St. Mary Lake
By Ron Stepaniuk, District Manager North Salt Spring Waterworks District  

North Salt Spring Waterworks new DAF 
treatment plant on St. Mary Lake will greatly 
improve treated drinking water quality 
from St. Mary. Speci�cally mandated to the 
District by Island Health, DAF technology has 
a proven history of e�ectively treating water 
that faces challenges such as frequent algal 
blooms and turbidity.

Any water treatment process for water 
puri�cation selected in BC must be able 
to comply with the BC Drinking Water 
Protection Act, and meet Island Health’s 
4-3-2-1 Policy for treatment of surface 
water.  In addition, the structure housing 
the treatment equipment must be able to 
function after a disaster, such as a major 
earthquake, and therefore must meet the 
post-disaster and regulatory requirements of 
the BC Building Code.

As well as meeting post-disaster building 
standards, in the District’s case the facilities 
must be adaptable to the constraints of the 
District’s existing Tripp Road site. The site is 
sloping with a narrow access. Additionally 
a geotechnical report con�rmed that 
the west side is exposed to a potential 
“rock fall” hazard. This means the facility 
requires a small “footprint” which, when 
compared to other treatment plant options, 
the Dissolved Air Flotation (DAF) process 
can accommodate. The main building has 
been speci�cally designed with the site 
constraints in mind and will have a footprint 
of only 2,500 square feet. 

A wet-well housing the raw water 
pumps and intake pipes must be situated 
near the shoreline. Working in such close 
proximity to the lake will also entail meeting 
the appropriate setbacks from the lake’s 
edge and complying with Ministry of 
Transportation, Ministry of Environment 
and Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
regulations as well as any local bylaws.

The main building will be a concrete 
structure, partially underground, and will 
house two DAF “trains” and all ancillary 
equipment such as pumps, pipes and 
electrical equipment. A small o�ce, lab and 
bathroom as well as chlorine-generating 
equipment and waste de-watering 
equipment will be housed on the main 
�oor. Finished water and process waste will 
be stored under the main �oor for reuse, 
disposal or delivery to the distribution 
system.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q.  I heard that DAF is a new technology, so is it proven?
A.  Yes. The Dissolved Air Floatation process has been widely used for water 
clari�cation for the last 40 years and, in the last 20 years, DAF has become the main 
alternative to sedimentation. In the case of St. Mary Lake, the use of �oatation 
makes more sense than sedimentation because the algal cells are semi-buoyant 
and do not settle e�ectively.  On Salt Spring, the Fernwood Highland, Beddis and 
Fulford water systems are already using DAF technology.

Q.  Will the DAF process improve my household water quality?
A.  Yes. Users will experience a reduction of taste and odour with this updated 
treatment process.

 Please visit our website at www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca for more 
information about the District.

Step #1 - Coagulation:  
As water enters the �ash mix chamber a 
chemical coagulant is added to the water 
while it is being rapidly or “�ash” mixed.

Step #2 - Flocculation:  
The �ow is slowed down in the two 
�occulation chambers where large paddles 
slowly mix the water. The coagulant helps 
dissolved and suspended material to clump 
and bind together creating small particles 
known as “�oc”.  

Step #3 - Dissolved Air Floatation:  
The water passes into the DAF chamber 
(tank) where a stream of air-saturated water 
is pumped through a series of di�users 
on the bottom of the DAF tank. As the 
air-saturated water exits the di�users, the 
change in pressure allows the air to be 
released as millions of tiny bubbles that rise 
to the surface of the DAF tank. The rising air 
bubbles lift the “�oc” to the surface where it 
is skimmed o� by a rake sweeping across the 
surface of the tank. The waste skimmed o� 
the top is called “�oat”.

How does a Dissolved Air Floatation water treatment plant work?

A Dissolved Air Flotation (DAF) treatment 
plant has seven (7) distinct steps. Initially, 
raw water is drawn from the lake and 
delivered via low lift vertical turbine pumps 
from the “wet-well” to the main process 
building. This is where the seven step 
treatment process begins.

Cutaway of a typical DAF Unit



www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES, April 3, 2014 Page 9

Some other treatment processes allow “�oc” 
to settle and be removed from the tank bottom 
but algal cells are semi-buoyant and �oat more 
readily than settle. One of the bene�ts of using 
a DAF process is that �oatation works very well 
at removing the algal cells that are common in 
St. Mary Lake. Another bene�t is that �oatation 
reduces the amount of chemical required to 
form the �oc. In addition, the DAF process 
removes cells gently. This means that if there is 
a toxic bloom in the lake, there is less likelihood 
of treatment processes damaging the cells and 
causing “intracellular” toxins to be released. 
Instead, those toxins remain inside the cells 
and are removed as part of the waste product 
skimmed o� the top. 

Step #4 - Dual Media Filter:  
The �lters consist of sand and anthracite 
(carbon) of graduated sizes. By this stage in the 
process, most removal of undesirable materials 
has already taken place. The main purpose 
of the �lters is to polish or �nish the water; 
however, �lters also act as an additional barrier 
in the event of a failure in any of the preceding 
process steps.

Step #5 - Ultra Violet Disinfection:   
Ultra violet light delivered at 40 millijoules/
cm2 has proven e�ective at inactivating 
Cryptosporidium and Giardia so UV will be used 
as the primary disinfection process. Because 
UV light does not continue to disinfect as the 
water moves through the distribution system, a 
secondary disinfection process is also needed.

Step #6 -Chlorine Disinfection:   
Chlorine will be generated on-site and added at 
a dose su�cient to maintain e�ective residual 
chlorine levels throughout the distribution 
system. Residual chlorine levels must be 
maintained to prevent re-growth of bacteria 
within the distribution system. The amount 
of chlorine needed for disinfection will be 
considerably less than what the current process 
uses.

Step #7 - Containment:   
The �nished water will be stored in a “clear-
well” located under the main building until it is 
pumped to the main reservoirs and distribution 
system. Process wastewater (from backwashing 
and rinsing �lters) will be collected in tanks.  
“Backwash” and “rinse” water will be returned 
to the inlet of the plant and fully recycled. DAF 
plants are almost universally designed to allow 
10% of the �ow to come from recycled process 
water.

The “�oat” (waste skimmed o� the DAF 
tank) will be collected, dewatered and disposed 
of by transport to either Hartland Land�ll or 
Burgoyne Liquid Waste Facility depending on 
the moisture content.

This is the third in a series of planned articles. Coming 

next “Introducing the Preliminary Design for the St. Mary 

DAF Plant”

Flash Mixer & Flocculation chamber

DAF Chamber with Float

Filter Chamber

Outlet Valves

Typical DAF Plant
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BULLETIN BOARD

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo 
Consulting

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

NEXT DEADLINE April 9 • 250.216.2267
islandtides@islandtides.com

BOXED ADS - Start at 1-1/2 inches 
B&W: $24.50/in+gst • COLOUR: $32/in+gst  

WORD ADS $18 (25 words), additional words 27¢ each 

• WATERWELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 
47 Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport

Seniors’ Specials 
Long & Short Term

Car Rentals

gsaautorentals.com
1.800.809.0788

Mention ad for discount!

FIREWOOD
F O R  S A L E

2-4 Cord Loads
Call Ian for pricing

250-539-5463

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

If you wish you had been reading
Island Tides for years—you can! Visit
our online archive at ww.islandtides.com

16’ C-dory boat for sale c/w EZ
loader trailer, twin 25hp Evinrudes,
boat always kept under cover,
trailered in/out. $9500 obo call Ron
250-629-6981

FOR SALE

Land Partner required to grow
food, nurture Nature. Multiple
options available to help steward
10 acres of paradise on Quadra
Island. Helene Lepage
250.285.3779

LAND SHARE

Serving Victoria & 
Southern Gulf Islands

www.islandtides.com

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
Regular meetings of the Board 
of School Trustees will be held on
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 at Pender
Island School. Meeting
commencing at 1pm. Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–board-
meetings. Public Welcome!  

More Historic Honey Recipes
from Brian Crumblehulme’s cookbook, see next page

Ius candidum in avem elixam (Roman light sauce for birds)
In a mortar grind black pepper, cumin, celery seeds and roasted hazelnuts until fine. Place in
a saucepan with a pinch of lovage, honey, chicken stock, vinegar and olive oil. Simmer gently
until thickened. Pour over your bird. This goes brilliantly with Cornish game hens.
Mylk in Hony
Take goode cowes mylk and putt it in a pot. Take parsly, sage, hyssoppe, savory and other
goode erbes and choppe them in the mylk and set before the fyre. Adde pyne nuttes and hony
and safron and serve it forth.
Wardonys (pears) in syryp
Take wardonys and cast ’em on a pot and boyle them till they be tender. Take them up and
pare them and kytte them in peces. Take you now pouder of cynnamon, a goode quantity, caste
on it rede wyne, add thereto honey and place it alle in an erthen pot and boyle it together. When
it has boyled awhile, add pouder of gyngere and a lytil safron and serve it forth.
Hyppocras
Take four ounces of very fine cinnamon, two ounces of cassia flowers, an ounce of Mecca
gynger, an ounce of grains of paradise, and a smale pinch of nutmeggies. Crush them altogether.
Take a goode half ounce of this pouder and mix it with a quart of wyne with enough honey.

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

It is spring, there is not a chance for more snowflakes! At Campbell’s
Farm, lambs are up to high cavorting, all 108 of them including one
set of quadruplets, three Hereford calves are cavorting too. The big

daffodils are just about to flare out dazzling yellow; green grass growing,
yellow daffodils opening on a blue sky day—just like a fistful of crayons.
We have boatloads of robins chattering away, bouncing and hopping
along in the pastures. Our robins have fat bellies from sucking up
earthworms like a kid with a long piece of spaghetti!

School Spring Break is wonderful in the Gulf Islands. It is the first
occasion of the year where the island is bustling. Like new lambs and
daffodils, spring break is full of young life—children! Besides the very
real economic benefits, it is so good to see kids and parents walking
trails, checking out the beaches, hanging around the stores nattering
and consulting about what to buy, where to go next. Meanwhile,
Saturna kids are off doing trips with their parents, getting animated
and stimulated somewhere else—the great trade around.  

Ticks & Lyme Disease
Not everything about springtime pleases me! Any of those beasts that
have a million subtle ways to search out our mammalian warmth, or
odour, or footsteps and which depend on us for that big protein jolt to
successfully hatch out the next load of bloodsuckers are off-putting to
me! Where I grew up, fleas were the spring/summer scourge and finely
honed mosquito wapping skills were a part of every child’s skillset.
Scratching itches was necessary but had to be practiced in a refined
manner if your mother was English.

This spring, our dogs have had ticks more than usual. I have never
liked ticks, aesthetically I find nothing to recommend them. As small
as poppy seed-size they creep around your very body; until you find
them—an expanded loathsome little bag with tiny flailing legs with their
jaws snugged tightly in your hide, or your dogs or cat’s, filling up on
your blood.  

Folk remedies and advice abound: screw them out by twisting
counterclockwise, or lighting fires under them or soaking you and them
in alcohol, dish soap, kerosene. I have never found a reliably successful
way to extract them. 

Try this on your dog, ‘Hold still while I ignite this match.’ And then
gently—not too close not too far—attempt to get a tick, embedded
behind the dog’s ear, to move out while not lighting the dog or yourself
on fire!

Not only are we at risk for being bitten at various stages of the tick’s
life cycle, far more seriously, and less likely, we are at risk of infection
by Borrelia burydorferi a tiny spirochete in tick drool that can infect
human beings with Lyme disease.  

According to the BC Center for Disease Control, as reported in the
BC Medical Journal, due to our climate, geography, and abundance of
vectors (people, deer, goats, cows, mice, birds, pets even alligator
lizards) we have a low, but real, risk of contracting this potentially
debilitating disease. 

Bettianne Hayward a long-time, part-time Saturna Island resident
contracted the disease last summer. Arriving back home in Edmonton,
she suddenly had excruciating pain. While waiting with her doctor son
in emergency, he noticed the characteristic bull’s eye rash and a little
dark dot that turned out to be the head of a tick in her lower leg.
Promptly, Bettianne started antibiotic treatment for Lyme disease and
has regained her lively and healthy life. In her case, it was a very
unpleasant two months during the regime, for some people it is deadly
and severely compromises their quality of life. Seventy to eighty percent
of infected people develop the rash and besides this symptom there is
no validated direct test for the disease. 

We, in the southern part of the province, reside in a prime place for
ticks. High grass and brush with abundant leaf litter and water suits
the principal villain, the Western black-legged tick, and other kinds of
ticks much less likely to carry the disease.  

A somewhat educated guess is that 1% of the population of the
Ixodes pacificus (black legs, predominantly red brown and black body)
are infected with the Lyme disease spirochete. 

In the three-year lifecycle—eggs, larvae, nymphs to adults—the tiny
nymph ticks are the most effective carriers of Lyme’s disease.  Children
under 9 and adults over 50 are the most susceptible to the disease. Ticks
are most likely to transmit the infection after being attached for more
than 24-hours of feeding, prompt detection and removal is the way to
lower the risk of infection.

The most recently recommended method of tick removal is to slowly
and gently pull with tweezers or fingers while grasping very close to
your skin , so you get the tick’s head out intact. 

Our Member of Parliament,Elizabeth May, is sponsoring Bill C-442
to initiate a nationwide Discussion and Subsequent Strategy to Address
the affects of Lyme disease. 0

Saturna Notes - Priscilla EwbankOur Salish Sea
I used to pass by every day
And look out there in English Bay
To breathe the fresh Pacific air
And see the freighters ’way out there.
For many years it’s come to be
Part of our normal scenery.

We know that harbour regulations
Precluded all those cleaning operations,
Like blowing tanks, and other chores,
Which would pollute our pristine shores;
And accidents ? No need to fear
When we still had our Coastguard here.

But if one truth were ever known
It’s this: - humans are prone
To foul-ups and incompetence,
No matter what the circumstance.
What industry can give us proof
That they have never made a goof ?

So now we have this corporate gorgon
Going by name of Kinder Morgan,
Who’re backed up by the Fed’s consent
And claim they’re not incompetent.
One tanker in on every tide
And others all queued-up outside.

What is it that the pundits see 
As tankers cross the Salish sea ?
Why dividends for Kinder Morgan—
Blow the trumpet ! Sound the organ !
And dividends for you and me ?  
We’ll get the clean-up costs—you’ll see !

H.Barry Cotton

HERONS - Len Walker
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• harvesting systems 
• design • installation 
• service
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Experience Counts!

BOB BURGESS 
250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES

Spring Special - Save up to 12%!

1.888.296.8059 
www.wintonhomes.ca

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384    www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

Greenhouse Gardening Starts Here!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability. 

Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits. 
See our website for details. 

+ =

You are nearly out of time to say ‘No!’
April 19, 2014 is the Deadline for Comments on

Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) Draft Geoduck Management Plan

Vast areas of the BC coast, including Vancouver Island, The Gulf Islands,
and the Saanich Peninsula will be opened up to industrial geoduck (gooey-duck)
aquaculture - both beaches and deep water seabeds. Geoduck is produced as a
luxury food, primarily for the Asian market.

Industrial geoduck aquaculture is a threat to our coastal communities
that thrive on tourism, recreation, fisheries and their wild beauty. 

Why Worry?  To see the impacts of geoduck aquaculture in Puget Sound
go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzigC1ReNRE

Geoduck Aquaculture:
• Threatens the herring spawn, and therefore the food web of the Salish Sea
• Utilizes plastic predator netting and PVC pipes that leach toxins
• Uses high pressure hoses that liquefy the sea bed
• Renders critical habitat unavailable to migratory birds 
• Does not respect local marine conservation zoning

For more information and Area Maps: 
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/aquaculture/index-eng.html.

Make your voice heard:
• Submit your opposition by email to : shellfish.aquaculture@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
• Or responses can be mailed/faxed to: 

Jennifer Mollins, Senior Coordinator, Shellfish Aquaculture Management, 
Fisheries Management Branch – Pacific Region, Fisheries and Oceans Canada,
1965 Island Diesel Way, Nanaimo, BC V9S 5W8 | Fax: 250-754-0391

For more information on aquaculture issues go to: adims.ca
The Association of Denman Island Marine Stewards (ADIMS)  • The Gulf Island Alliance (GIA)

Coming to a Beach Near You?

(Photos from Puget Sound, Washington) High Pressure Hose
Liquefies Seabed

The Association of Denman Island Marine Stewards (ADIMS)  •  The Gulf Island Alliance (GIA)

Photo: Louella Hollington
Parksville resident and CPOC member Bill Vinton met MP Nathan Cullen on his
'Take back the Coast' tour at Nanaimo on Saturday, March 22. The Skeena-
Bulkley Valley MP is criss-crossing BC to host important discussions on how to
stop the Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline.

When humans lived in closer
proximity with the wild, bees were
part of the equation. Cave paintings

made by hunter-gatherers from Valencia,
Spain demonstrate honey collecting some
8,000 years ago. Similar tales
are recorded in China, India,
the middle east, and, of
course, Africa. Collected in
gourds, bowls and by the
handful, honey was eaten,
fermented, taken as a
medicine, and spread over
wounds as an antiseptic. 

‘Vaatalam guru sheetam cha
raktapittakaphapaham/ Sandhatru
cchedanam ruksham kashayam madhuram
madhu,’ as it says in the Ayurveda, from about
4,000 years ago. Roughly speaking, ‘honey has
sweetness and a heavy, dry effect on the body.
It normalizes the vital fire and blood, and
promotes healing.’ So say we all.

It is also the only food we take from insects
without killing them first, and beekeeping is
almost as old as honey stealing. Many cultures
associate this golden ambrosia as the ‘Nectar
of the Gods,’ ‘milk and honey,’ and if you are
Hindu, madhu is one of the five elixirs of
immortality. Democritus summed it up nicely
when he commented, ‘Honey on the inside,
olive oil on the outside.’

How Honey’s Made
Bees collect nectar from flowers, they then
regurgitate this with their own enzymes
thereby changing the sugar balance: typically,
38% fructose, 31% glucose, 7% maltose, 2%
disaccaride sugars, some water with traces of
yeast, pollen and amino acids. This heady
mixture is then stored in honeycombs where it
ferments before it finally dries to a concentrate
caused by the bees fanning it with with their
wings. Quite an industry.

Honeydew is a sticky sweet secretion
exuded by a variety of phloem imbibing insects
such as aphids and scale insects. Gardeners like
me hate them for it because it makes a sticky
mess and induces blackspot mold on plant
leaves. In the USA it is also the bane of cotton

growers. Other insects such as ants and bees
actively collect it. It features in Norse and
Jewish mythology where it falls to the ground
like nectar from the Gods: in this case a whole
lot of tiny gods. 

So what exactly is
honey? The encylopedic
definition says that
‘honey is a natural sweet
substance produced by
honey bees from the
nectar of plants, or, from
secretions of the living

parts of plants or the secretions of plant
sucking insects.’ And this is the definition
accepted by the North Carolina Beekeepers
Association, implying that honey in a jar may
come from bees and/or from aphids or other
leaf-sucking insects.

The Canadian standard states that honey
must come from honeybees and further, that
‘adulterated honey’ means any honey to which
has been added honeydew, glucose, dextrose,
molasses, sugar, sugar syrup, invert sugar, or
any other similar product except the nectar of
floral exudations of plants gathered and stored
in the comb by honeybees.’ Clear enough.
Canadian honey comes from bees. Honey from
anywhere else may be a product of any number
of insects with sweet mandibles. 

I should add that honeydew in its own right,
is highly valued in Europe, the Middle East and
Africa. In North America there is a significant
yuk factor when it comes to consuming
animals with exoskeletons or the products of
said creatures; despite the fact that a quarter of
the world’s population willingly do so.  

Healthy Honey
Given that there are hundreds of honeybee
species, many more species of sap-sucking
bugs and hundred of thousands of flowering
plants, there are potentially millions of types of
honey. However, sticking to bee-made honey:
the real thing is a concentrated solution of
sugars, so concentrated that bacterial cells,
molds, etc, will die much as they do in strong

salt solutions. It is simply a physical effect of
high osmotic pressure. Consequently, full
strength honey is an antiseptic so Democritus
and his kin were right in applying it to external
wounds and injuries. 

What they didn’t know, is that honey
contains traces of a bee enzyme, methylglyoxal
and, with a Ph of 3-4, is sufficiently acidic to kill
many infectious organisms outright. Because
it will reduce the chances of infection there is
now a lot of interest in the application of honey
for persistent infections where the bacteria
have become resistant to penicillin drugs. In
New Zealand, manuka honey has been
certified for ‘wound gel applications.’

Honey has yet
another talent: it
can rotate
polarized light.
Implying that if
you push it
through an atomic
spectrometer a
pure sample will
generate a unique
graphical
‘fingerprint.’ Labs around the world are now
creating a honey database that will be used to
optimize the blend of honey best suited to your
favourite toast or your particular infection
should your antibodies let you down. 

Culinary Honey
On a more gustatory level, beekeeping and
honey refining were traditionally fine arts that
the average peasant did not have the time or
resources to pursue. Consequently, from China
to Europe, beekeeping was a specialist art. In

China the art was so refined that the wood for
the frames for holding honeycombs was
prescribed because a ‘Master’ could taste the
difference. At the height of their culture, the
North African Arabs designated different
honeys to accompany different types of food,
specifying precisely the type and origin of a
honey that would best suit fresh apricots versus
dried ones, baked chicken or a roasted one. 

Today the French have created a terroir
data base for the hundreds of honeys available
in that country. Acacia, produced in Provence,
Auvergne and the Rhone valley, is very pale,
fine and used to sweeten drinks. Lavandin
honey is found in Cevennes, is amber-

coloured, aromatic and
used at the table. While
Sainfoin found in
Champagne and
Gatinais is very rare,
golden and  ‘should be
reserved for the table.’ 

If these finer culinary
art forms are lost to us,
the art of wine and
liqueur making is not.

Particular honeys are still used to flavour treats
such as Drambuie, Jack Daniel’s and Polish
Krupnik. Roman recipes survived for many
centuries across Europe including those for
flavouring wine which were revived by
returning Crusaders in 13th and 14th centuries
and quaintly named Hypocras after the Greek

An Egyptian honey recipe from the
time of Cleopatra: Take large sweet
dates, carefully slit them open, remove

the stone and replace it with a boiled, skinned
almond. Pour a little olive oil and honey into a pan
and gently fry the dates until hot. Sprinkle with
black pepper and cinnamon and serve hot. Perfect
with warmed wine.

More honey recipes on
facing page

How doth the little busy bee
Improve each shining hour,
And gather honey all the day
From every opening flower!

—Issac Watts, 1740

Good Food by Brian CrumblehulmeHoney



Herring spawning is a gigantic life renewing event for
the herring and a survival event for the many animals,
fish, and birds that depend on this significant fish

migration to replenish their fat and nutrition reserves depleted
over the winter. It also helps the predatory species get in good
health for their respective
breeding cycles.

It is not my purpose to be
critical of the harvest of the roe
from the spawning fish, but I do
suggest that the continued
narrow use of such a profound
resource is reflective of a society
that has lost touch with the
importance of these fish as food
for people on a planet that is
increasingly being challenged to
feed everybody.  

Pictured are two mature
herring. The fish on the left is a
male, which is used for fertilizer,
or animal fish feed; the fish on
the right is a female and the
exposed roe you can see from the
body cavity is all that is used as
food from it—the rest goes to the
same use as the discarded males.
The cured female roe sells primarily in Japan at similar prices
we pay for caviar in the sturgeon fishery.

On two occasions I watched the fishery in progress from the
shore. A sky full of circling eagles, huge numbers of other sea
birds, large pods of Steller and California sea lions and the
controlled movement of seine and gillnet boats make for a
futuristic scene of managed chaos we associate with some far-

out movie scenes. When
looking at the sea lions in the
water it is easy to
underestimate the size of these
large predators. The average
mature Steller sea lion male
weighs in at close to a ton
(2000 pounds), and the
females weigh up to 800
pounds. California sea lions are
smaller at 500 to 600 pounds
for males and females at 200
pounds. Add to this mix
hundreds of harbour seals that
weigh in at approximately 200
pounds for adults, and you
have a huge predator stock of
mammals that are impacting
the herring at many levels. Add
to the mix the whales, salmon
and other predator species it is
a feast where the whole
community of nature turns up.

The last time I walked the
beach to watch the event you had to be impressed by the
windrows of herring eggs that had washed in on the high tide.
One concentration of spawn was in places about thirty feet wide,
at least a foot thick in many places and it stretched down the
beach for hundreds yards. I am told that some of this roe that
goes back out on the tide will hatch as long as it stays cool and
wet. During the act of spawning and fertilization of the eggs, the
sea turns white from the profusion of male sperms in the water. 

I try to wrap my head around the magnitude of this huge gift
from nature. 0

email: islandtides@islandtides.com 
250.216.2267

Next Deadline April 9

Give Your Event Visibility!
18,000 Copies of Island Tides

Photo: Zorah Staar
Knit-in at Pender’s community hall. This workshop was the first event put on by Pender’s new Heartwood Folk
School. Instructors included the Tsartlip Nation Olsen family, which includes BC Green Party Interim Leader Adam
Olsen, and his mother, master knitter Sylvia Olsen (pictured standing). 
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Saturday, April 5
Gulf Islands Renewable Energy Expo—workshops and displays:

electric bicycles and cars, car sharing,
monitoring electricity use, solar hotwater
and heat pumps, solar panels, making
biodeisel, energy-efficient gardening,
energy-efficient homebuilding, make a sun-
powered toy car  • Gulf Islands Senior
Secondary, Ganges • 8:30am–3:30pm •
Tickets: $10 advance call 250-537-4797,
$15 door, students free  • Info:
SaltSpringCommunityEnergy.com • SALT
SPRING

Now until Friday May 30
2014 Islands Songwriting Contest With An Historical Flavour—

win studio recording time, airplay
and other great prizes, including a
live performance at the 2014
Islands Folk Festival; presented
by the Cowichan Folk Guild,
open to all Islands songwriters •

Entry Fee $25 • Info: http://www.islandsfolkfestival.ca/ • THE
GULF ISLANDS & VANCOUVER ISLAND

Sunday, April 13
Elizabeth May ‘Townhall On Tour’—an
experience not to be missed—hear the
amazing Ms May talk about important
Canadian issues and parliamentary goings
on, hear about Vancouver Island’s new
ridings, get eye-opening answers to all your
questions, refreshments (bring your own cup) • Beban Park
Auditorium, 2300 Bowen Road • 3-5pm, doors 2:15pm • Free
event, everyone welcome • Info: CEO@nanaimo-ladysmith.ca  or
Adrian at 250-619-1405 • NANAIMO

Easter Monday, April 21
Earth Day Celebration in Ganges, Planet
Earth—fresh air event with music (Island
Rootz), speakers, info booths (still time to
call for a booth), all-day yoga, lots of
activities for all ages; learn, connect, sing,
dance, create change, have fun, save the
planet • Centennial Park • 11am-5pm •
Free event, everyone welcome • Info: Alex
Lyons 250-538-7573 •SALT SPRING

What’s On?

Independent 
Dental Hygiene 
in a relaxed setting

Registered Dental Hygienists 
offering: 
• scaling  •  root planing 
• polishing  •  whitening 
• other services

Celebrating 11 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

Roasting Fancy Coffee
for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

MINI-ADS!

 

 

DDeessiiggnn SSeerrvviicceess  
PPrroojjeecctt SSuuppppoorrtt   

Etienne Design 

CCuussttoomm HHoommee DDeessiiggnn 

tt ((225500)) 770022 77885544 
iinnffoo@@eettiieennnneeddeessiiggnn..ccoomm 
wwwwww..eettiieennnneeddeessiiggnn..ccaa 

www.mothershipadventures.com
250-202-3229 ~ 1-888-833-8887

Great Bear Rainforest ~ Desolation Sound ~ Broughton Archipelago

    Sea Kayaking ~ Specialty Cruises

Photography: Boomer Jerritt 

Painting: Mark Hobson

Coastal History Cruise

Luxury Coastal Adventures

Kayaking Skills Tour with
             Ocean River Sports

Cruise with Robert Bateman

www.islandtides.com www.islandtides.com

Avoiding Identity
Theft - Outer Gulf Islands
Victim Services
Cancelling credit cards is the first thing we think of if we have
been the victim of a theft. But there are a few more steps to take
to keep your identity your own.

It is important to file a police report in the jurisdiction where
your credit cards, driver’s license, cheques, passport, social
insurance number or other identifying information were stolen.

Also, it is important to call national credit reporting
organizations and request that a fraud alert be placed on your
name. Also call the Social Insurance (Service Canada) fraud
line. An alert will mean any company that checks your credit
will know your information was stolen and that they have to
call you to authorize new credit. 

Here are some handy numbers: Equifax 1-800-465-7166,
Experian 1-888-397-3742, TransUnion 1-800-663-9980, and
the Social Insurance Fraud Line at Service Canada 1-800-206-
7218.

Don’t forget to photocopy the contents of your wallet and
update the copy as necessary.  

Here are some more tips on how to limit the chances of
becoming a victim of identity theft: 

• Do not sign the back of your credit cards with your
signature. Write ‘Photo ID Required’ in the signature space.

• If you have credit card cheques, do not write the complete
credit card account number on cheques when paying bills—just
the last four numbers. Your credit card company knows the rest
of the number.

• Instead of having your home address on your cheques you
could use a PO Box#, or your work address and phone number. 

Before travelling:
• Notify your credit card companies that you will be

travelling.  They will ask how long and where.
• Leave a photocopy of your passport details where it can be

located at home and carry one with you.
• Have card cancellation numbers with you—but not in your

wallet or handbag. 0
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