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Salt Spring’s Ganges village a-blossom in early spring light.

Court rules, zoning bars Shawnigan soil dump Community solar for the Gulf Islands

Last November, Cowichan Valley Regional
District(CVRD) asked BC Supreme Court for
an injunction that would stop the dumping of
contaminated soils and would require the
removal of the soils already dumped, and
‘related structures’ from the property. A
judgment in favour of CVRD was handed
down on March 21.
In court, Cobble Hill Holdings Ltd (CHH),
the property owner, and South Island
Aggregates Ltd (SIA), the quarry operator,
opposed any injunction, and sought costs to
be paid by the CVRD. The landowner said that
dumping contaminated soils in the quarry at
640 Stebbings Road was really reclamation of
the quarry.
The Cowichan Valley Regional District
said that what was going on was either a
contaminated soil treatment facility or a
landfill, and that neither was a permitted use
under the Primary Forestry zoning.
SIA has held a permit issued by the
Province of BC, under the Mines Act, since
2006. CHH held a permit issued by the
Province under the Environmental
Management Act in August 2013, allowing it
to discharge ‘refuse … from a contaminated
soil treatment facility and a landfill facility’ at
the quarry site.
Challenged in October 2013 by the CVRD,

the Environmental Appeals Board upheld the
Environmental Management Act permit in
March 2015, after a 31-day hearing which
dealt with the safety of Shawnigan Lake water.
The CVRD followed up with the BC
Supreme Course request for injunction under
zoning bylaws. In his March 21 judgement,
Judge MacKenzie remarked upon the
number of court appearances in late 2015, his
opinion being that these were attempts to
delay the matter.
At the beginning of the trial, CHH and SIA
introduced more preliminary legal
arguments, challenging his right to render a
decision in the dispute. The judge rejected
these arguments, and went on to uphold the
application under the zoning bylaw, despite
the previous permits granted under the Mines
Act and the Environmental Management
Act.
While over $6 million had been invested
in equipment and over $1.1 million in
operations, the CVRD said that the facilities
are not used for the reclamation of the quarry,
but are used as a landfill, a completely
different and highly profitable business.
Judge MacKenzie agreed; the zoning
bylaw applied, and this activity was not a
permitted use. He ordered the injunction; the
CVRD is entitled to costs. 0

Salt Spring Community Energy Group
A solar panel is a beautiful thing. With no
sound, moving parts, or impact on the
environment, it quietly soaks up the sun and
pumps out electricity. In goes sunlight and out
comes the lifeblood of your light, heat,
communication, and, if you’re lucky enough to
own one, your electric vehicle too.
In an age when most of us depend on giant
institutions for energy, this simple technology
helps you break free. Just as a sunny backyard
garden gives you a local leg-up on your food
needs, a solar panel on the roof makes you an
active player in meeting your energy needs. On
islands where self-reliance is a shared value,
these steps toward greener local autonomy are
important.
Solar power offers three big benefits: clean
green energy, local economic benefits, and
energy cost control. Solar systems run cleanly
and quietly without damaging the
environment. Normally they come with a 25year warranty, generating clean energy for
decades.
Local solar arrays also help the local
economy. Much of the money spent on solar
power is for installation, meaning it creates jobs
in the community, and the cash generated will

likely circulate there. Estimates are that each
megawatt of solar power creates up to 20 local
jobs. That is a huge difference from energy
dollars spent on fracking for gas or building
huge dams for hydro megaprojects.
Solar also helps you control energy costs—
studies show every kilowatt of solar you
produce cuts your electric bill by 13%. Sunshine
is free, meaning solar offers reliable energy at a
predictable rate for decades. Every kilowatt you
produce is a kilowatt you don’t have to buy from
the utility at ever increasing rates.
Individual home solar installations can do
all this, but they have some limitations, making
community solar the next step in the energy
revolution. It enables groups to share in
developing local sites for the benefit of many.
This makes a big difference, because many
people interested in solar power lack either the
finances or a suitably sunny site for their own
installation. In fact, over half of US households
do not have sites with sufficient availability of
sunlight to warrant solar panels.
Community solar tackles the financial and
site issues, providing three big benefits: equal
access, affordability, and shared expertise.
With home solar, first you need to win the
SOLAR please turn to page 3
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Galiano Rezoning

Dear Editor:
The Crystal Mountain Society Forest Meditation Retreat
proposal seeks to rezone land on 2 adjacent lots, one Residential
and one Forest zoned, to permit a not-for-profit retreat center
on Galiano Island. A protective covenant held by the Islands
Trust Fund will be registered on 18 of the total 24ha of land.
Crystal Mountain is a charitable society that has owned
property on Galiano for 36 years. Creating a meditation retreat
center presents a unique set of challenges to trustees, planners
and the Galiano community. With that in mind, the Crystal
Mountain Society will continue its commitment to make every
effort to consult with the Galiano community, to respond to all
concerns and to welcome constructive feedback. We appreciate
the broad support of those who share our wish for an equitable
process and respect the intent of those with good questions.
We are confident the Local Trust Committee will exercise
due diligence to uphold the Islands Trust mandate to preserve
and protect the unique environment of Galiano as well as the
public interest, through the creation of site specific bylaws. This
process will include fully understanding the Private Managed
Forest Land Act to ensure that it is not triggered by this
application.
For more information on the Crystal Mountain Society
rezoning application and supporting documents, please see the
Island Trust website, Crystal Mountain GL RZ 2014.1.
Kim Lenglet, Galiano Island

Supporting Our MP

Dear Editor:
In a political milieu of spin, greed and endless confusion too
often the wrong people become leaders. There are few
politicians who break this mold but here on the Southern Gulf
Islands we are proud to have Elizabeth May.
Elizabeth May is a far cry from being a single issue
parliamentarian. She defends democracy and fights for
economic policies that are founded on substantiated evidence,
make sense, and are sustainable. All of her policies are based
on justice, equality and fairness.
Her colleagues in the House of Commons voted her the
hardest working Member of Parliament in 2013. Within hours
of the last federal election three petitions emerged and were
signed by thousands of Canadians lobbying the new prime
minister to appoint Elizabeth May as minister of the
environment. Because she was voted in as a Green Party
member she would not cross the floor.
Elizabeth works from hope rather than fear, honesty rather
than spin. With all the hard work, compassion and conviction
she has shown, we must do the same. She deserves all the
support we can give.
Julia Nicholls, Gregory Nicholls, Bruce Alexander, Barry
Mathias, Donna Kilbey, John Chapman, Pender Island
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Readers’ Letters

Roe Fishery Only Finds Half of Quoata
After Long Opening

Dear Editor:
On March 31, Fisheries & Oceans Minister Hunter Tootoo
closed the roe herring fishery in the Salish Sea.
This was after 23 days of continuous gillnet fishing, including
in the last two days in an add-on area on the south side of
Gabriola Island. Only just over 1/2 of the gillnet quota could be
taken.
This is the second year of a record long-duration gillnet
‘scratch fishery’, following massive removals by a seine fleet.
Long duration fisheries were unheard of in the past in this
fishery. Such long duration fisheries are an omen of stock
collapse in any industrial fishery.
The roe herring fishery that targets the older female herring
has shattered the BC herring populations throughout the coast,
just as this fishery shattered forever the herring populations of
Japan.
It is time for Minister Tootoo to take the necessary step of
banning roe herring fishing in BC, which is incompatible with
the 1,000s of fragile shore-spawning populations. The majority
of BC. First Nations can no longer obtain herring eggs; a nonkill harvest that the archeological record shows did not deplete
the herring populations. The Salish Sea small boat hook-andline commercial fisheries for ling cod and salmon, so vital now
to support local fishshops as well as the BC restaurant trade as
the tourism industry blossoms, remain shutdown as the
biomass of these species cannot rebuild rapidly, due to the
depleted herring populations. The sport fishery and birdwatching industries remain a fraction of their potential size. And
finally the iconic but fragile Killer Whale species remains at risk
in very large measure due to the depletion of the herringdependent ‘resident’ Chinook salmon of the Salish Sea.
David Ellis , Vancouver

Open Letter to the Prime Minister

Dear Prime Minister Trudeau:
Re: federal approval of Woodfibre LNG in Howe Sound; I may
be naive, but it’s not just me. Many citizens are disillusioned
with your climate change pronouncements right now. On
March 18 your government failed its first real on-the-ground
climate test.
By quietly approving a new fossil fuel industry for Canada—
LNG for export—you have locked Canada into a massive new
fossil fuel paradigm for decades to come. How can you possibly
justify this and simultaneously attempt to transition Canada to
a new low-carbon economy? We thought ‘real change’ included
real action on climate change.
By approving the Woodfibre LNG project in Howe Sound,
BC’s iconic and world-renowned fjord, your government has
broken faith with thousands of hopeful citizens who voted for
your party in the last election.
How naive we are. We believed Minister McKenna's
announcement at COP21 that ‘Canada is back’. It was an
exciting message. Under Harper we gave up hope that we could
leave a safe and sustainable future for our children. Mr Trudeau,
you have no idea how hard so many of us worked to put you on
that world stage!
In addition to the climate issues of approving Canada’s first
LNG export project—two egregious components under your
government’s control remain unaddressed. First, is the oncethrough seawater cooling system—cheap but banned in
California and Europe as hugely destructive to marine
ecosystems. After decades of industrial abuse Howe Sound is
actually returning to life. The salmon fishery recently reopened.
Herring are rebounded. Whales, orcas and dolphins have
reappeared. Approving Woodfibre’s discharge into the ocean of
400 million litres per day of hot chlorinated water for 25 years
is simply unacceptable.
Second, are the hazards of LNG as a dangerous cargo: LNG
tankers are classified as the second most dangerous ships on
the ocean, next only to ships carrying explosives. Designation
of LNG plant and LNG tanker hazard zones are compulsory in
the US. We have no such regulations in Canada. This is also
unacceptable.
Unless these shortcomings are addressed head-on, impacts
on marine life and people will come back to haunt you. A very
large community of BC voters have not given permission for
Woodfibre LNG.
Your words are eloquent, but approval of this project is not!
Jackie DeRoo, West Vancouver

That Burning Feeling

Dear Editor:
I’d just like to remind people who want to breath easy that our
air is delicate.
When my neighbours burn their slash debris piles, the air
on my property becomes ‘disabled’. I can’t lunch outside. I can’t
garden. I can’t read outside on the Easter long weekend—on, of
course, the one day the sun begins to warm us.
Burners always seem to find the sun as well as the smoke.
Few burn while it’s raining. Few know how to burn with a real
fire, and no ‘slash burner’ I’ve ever met has done one bit of
research on what this involves scientifically. One friend thought
that it was simply carbon being lifted aloft. Here’s a short list of
some the toxins: CO, dioxins, furans, benzo-a-pyrene! Some are
known to cause cancer.
But, to be realistic: in Greece they burn the olive tree

prunings. In France and Italy it’s that plus the vineyard
clippings. In Mexico and Guatemala, it’s often garbage and
debris of a similar nature.
In Canada, we burn slash except in certain jurisdictions that
have banned it. Burning garbage is against the law. Plastic
burnings disable birds’ egg development and obviously
endangers them.
So, to breathe, do we need ‘breath-equity’? Clean air must
be a human right. Check out David Boyd’s The Right to a
Healthy Environment or The Optimistic Environmentalist
(review, page 8).
I cycle almost daily on the islands. As a cyclist, many spring,
winter, and fall days become lung challenges. I must admit that
at least a cyclist can get beyond the smoke to free fresh air more
readily than pedestrians.
But we live in a time when hotdogs, marshmallows, beer,
and probably an occasional toke, make the bonfire burn such
fun that once again the environment we so love to call Paradise
becomes not so unlike a living Hell. Literally!
So what can we do? There are alternatives and solutions. I
can forward some of them to those interested. Email me:
gbaileyonpender@shaw.ca.
Gordon A. Bailey, Pender Island 0

Pollinators in trouble—
food supply impacts

It’s spring and it’s important to keep those insects buzzing. A
growing number of pollinator species worldwide are being
driven toward extinction by diverse pressures, many of them
human-made, threatening millions of livelihoods and hundreds
of billions of dollars worth of food supplies, according to the
first global assessment of pollinators.
However, the assessment, a two-year study conducted and
released on February 26 by the Intergovernmental SciencePolicy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES), also highlights a number of ways to effectively
safeguard pollinator populations.
Titled Thematic Assessment of Pollinators, Pollination and
Food Production, the first ever issued by IPBES, is a
groundbreaking effort to better understand and manage a
critical element of the global ecosystem. It is also the first
assessment of its kind that is based on the available knowledge
from science and indigenous and local knowledge systems.
IPBES was founded four years ago with 124 member nations
to form a crucial intersection between international scientific
understanding and public policy making.

Pollinators Are Economically, Socially
And Culturally Important

‘Pollinators are important contributors to world food production
and nutritional security,’ said Vera Lucia Imperatriz-Fonseca,
PhD, co-chair of the assessment and Senior Professor at the
University of São Paulo. ‘Their health is directly linked to our
own well-being.’
There are more than 20,000 species of wild bees alone, plus
many species of butterflies, flies, moths, wasps, beetles, birds,
bats and other animals that contribute to pollination. Pollinated
crops include those that provide fruit, vegetables, seeds, nuts
and oils. Many of these are important dietary sources of vitamins
and minerals, without which the risks of malnutrition might be
expected to increase. Several crops also represent an important
source of income in developing countries from, for example, the
production of coffee and cocoa.
‘Without pollinators, many of us would no longer be able to
enjoy coffee, chocolate and apples, among many other foods that
are part of our daily lives,’ said Simon Potts, PhD., the other
assessment co-chair and Professor of Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services, School of Agriculture, Policy and
Development, University of Reading, United Kingdom. More
than three-quarters of the world’s food crops rely at least in part
on pollination by insects and other animals.
Between US$235 billion and US$577 billion worth of annual
global food production relies on direct contributions by
pollinators.

The Numbers

• 20,000—Number of species of wild bees. There are also
some species of butterflies, moths, wasps, beetles, birds, bats
and other vertebrates that contribute to pollination.
• 75%–Percentage of the world’s food crops that depend at
least in part on pollination.
• US$235 billion to US$577 billion—Annual value of global
crops directly affected by pollinators.
• 300%—Increase in volume of agricultural production
dependent on animal pollination in the past 50 years.
• Almost 90%—Percentage of wild flowering plants that
depend to some extent on animal pollination.
• 1.6 million tonnes—Annual honey production from the
western honeybee.
• 16.5%—Percentage of vertebrate pollinators threatened
with extinction globally.
• +40%—Percentage of invertebrate pollinator species—
particularly bees and butterflies—facing extinction.

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) is the intergovernmental body
which assesses the state of biodiversity and of the ecosystem
services it provides to society, in response to requests from
decision makers. 0
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What We Are Up Against — New Australian Study

BAU: 1.5ºC by 2020, 2ºC by 2030?

As a baseline,, the Aussies’ econometric model suggests that
continuing with a ‘business-as-usual’ (BAU) scenario, where
renewable energy systems are not rapidly scaled up, leads to a
GHG concentration sufficient to reach a 2ºC rise in global
temperature by 2030, and a 1.5ºC rise by 2020. (BAU assumes
that global energy demand continues to be supplied by 82%
fossil fuels, as at present.)

SDG Goals Mean Global Energy
Demand Up 300% by 2050

However, some 50% of the world population currently lives on
an income of $2.50 per day or less. Meeting the trend set by the
Sustainable Development Goals means that each person uses
more energy to reach a higher standard of living. Based on the
historical trend of 3.9% economic growth per year, less 0.61%
energy efficiency savings per year, energy demand per person
continues to rise. And population is forecast to rise from 7 billion
in 2008 to 9 billion in 2050. The result is a 300% increase in
global energy demand—2050 over 2010.

Running Out of Fossil Fuel Reserves

With the BAU model assuming that energy would continue to
be supplied 82% by fossil fuels as at present and applying
reserve depletion estimates, the researchers concluded that
‘increasingly severe supply constraints’ will occur; this, they say,
is a ‘conservative estimate’.
They continue, more conservatively: ‘It is uncertain whether
the rate of renewable energy system deployment will be
sufficiently fast to maintain a renewable energy market share

SOLAR from page 1

solar lottery—a roof with excellent sun. But
with a shared approach, the solar array goes
where the best sun is. Where you live in the
neighbourhood no longer matters. You benefit
from your share of the array as if it were on
your own roof. That means anyone with an
electric bill—renter, condo owner, apartment
dweller, or business without your own roof—
still qualifies simply by participating.
Community solar also addresses the
affordability issue. You don’t need a lot of
money to buy into a shared solar site; you buy
what you can afford, and benefit accordingly.
In some models you don’t even need to buy,
you just lease a panel or buy shares in output.
With community solar you also benefit
from the expertise of others—there’s no need
to know a lot about solar power to participate
in a project. The group helps in choosing an
optimal site, getting professional maintenance,
and building at the most economical scale. As
the group acquires expertise, so do you—you’re
never on your own.
Equal access and affordability are especially
important on small islands. Heavy forest cover
limits the number of available sunny sites. Or,
where there is a good site, the owner may lack
the financing or the energy consumption

of approximately 18.2%.’
Of course, an 82% fossil fuel supply not only cannot come
close to limiting GHG to a 1.5ºC, 2.0ºC, or even a 3ºC global
temperature increase, but would in any case be insufficient to
meet future global demand.
Fossil fuel depletion proceeds exponentially, towards
reserves that are increasingly expensive to extract. The efficiency
of fossil fuel production declines. The model indicates that if we
are to sustain a world population of 9 billion after 2050, we
would run out of fossil fuel reserves by about 2070.
This trend was not recognized from 1950–2000, because a
relatively small fraction of the global population used the bulk
of global energy, and poverty alleviation was not a major goal.

Fossil Fuel Use Limited by Global
GHG Budget

Fossil fuel reserves estimates are known to be unreliable, but
even so, they are not the definitive limiting factor; climate
change is.
The fossil fuel reserves that can be economically extracted
while still remaining within an allowable carbon emission
budget of 600mt (for a 2ºC limit) would be totally consumed
by 2029. (For a 1.5ºC limit, the year is 2020.) From then on, the
global carbon emissions need to be roughly in balance with the
sustainable rate of global CO2 absorption, estimated at 48% of
2010 global anthropogenic emissions. This cannot be achieved
if global energy requirements are to be 80% satisfied by fossil
fuels.

The ‘Free Market’ Has Not Served

The Australian paper concludes that the free market in energy
has not provided price signals which would lead to reduced CO2
emissions because carbon has not been priced into fuels.
The ‘inadequately regulated’ market may be incapable of a
transition to a CO2 neutral energy supply. And incentives to
control greenhouse gases and the price of carbon have been
strongly resisted by fossil fuel industries.

Uncomfortable Choices

At the current rate of growth of renewable facilities, the
percentage of global energy demand they meet is not keeping
up to global needs. In order to achieve significant CO2 emissions
reductions, the authors present four choices, to be tackled in
combination:
1. the prolonged reduction of global economic growth (which
negatively affects poverty alleviation);
2. a reduction in population growth more rapid than
generally projected (through increased equality, education, and

pattern required to make the project
economically feasible under existing BCHydro
rates.
Although a community-based approach
helps the most people tap the best sites,
BCHydro’s rate design needs to change in
order to make this a reality.
In Nelson BC, the city-owned electric utility
is demonstrating the possibilities by launching
a pilot community solar project. Alex Love will
present Nelson’s approach at Salt Spring’s
Community Energy Conference on April 23
Also at this event, John Farrell, Energy
Democracy Director at the Institute of Local
Self Reliance, will be presenting, by video, the
rapid development of shared solar in the
United States. Come to the conference to find
out how we can make it happen in the Gulf
Islands (see What’s On?, page 5 for details).
For information: hayes.brigitte@gmail.com
or saltspringcommunityenergy.com. See also
related community solar story, page 4. 0
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Vancouver school district in shortfall

On March 31, Andrew Weaver, Leader of the
BC Green Party and MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon
Head, commented on the Vancouver School
Board’s budgetary shortfall and the challenges
facing public schools around the province.
‘Yesterday Premier Clark told the CBC's
Audrey McKinnon that the province can help
BC's public school system by growing the
economy and attracting more people to live
here,’ said Weaver.
‘Fundamentally the BC Liberal's have it
backwards. A quality education is not the
luxury of a strong economy. A quality public
education system is what builds a strong
economy,’ Weaver noted. ‘The Premier has all
these hypothetical conditions about a growing
economy that she thinks must be met before

her government will adequately fund public
schools. This is short-sighted and puts our
province's economic future in jeopardy.
‘This budgetary problem has its roots in the
Liberal’s 2002 shift from block funding to perstudent funding, of which we have the second
lowest rate in the country. The change was
brought in when Christy Clark was the
Minister of Education from 2001 to 2004.
‘The situation in Vancouver is further
compounded by the BC Liberals’ irresponsible
economic policies that have made affordability
a huge issue in this city. People cannot afford
to raise families here. The government cannot
wait for other people to move in and solve the
problem—they need to step up at support the
school board.’ 0

employment of women);
3. significantly increased energy efficiency; and
4. rapid transition to CO2 neutral energy sources.

In other words, a rapid transition to sustainable long-term,
CO2 neutral energy systems is vital if world prosperity is to be
achieved. The authors question whether it is economically
advantageous to continue investing in fossil fuel based
infrastructure for relatively short-term gain. Governments, they
say, must set the required legal frameworks.

Move Subsidies To Carbon Neutral
Energy

The researchers suggest, first of all, that subsidies to the fossil
fuel industries be withdrawn, and devoted to the acceleration
of carbon-neutral energy supplies. Global subsidies are
estimated at about $500 billion annually for exploration and
production, and another $532 billion annually for consumers
(including large fuel price subsidies to consumers in some
producing nations). It is noted that these subsidies already have
the effect of ‘locking in’ the use of fossil fuels and slowing down
the uptake of clean energy alternatives. (The paper states that
the subsidies are the equivalent of $18/barrel of oil.)
‘Governments could, in a cost neutral manner, correct the
prevailing subsidies and incentives in a way that would protect
against fuel poverty while encouraging fuel security, CO2
emissions reductions and sustainable long term economic
stability.’

The Researchers Conclude:

‘… the perception that this target [2ºC climate change] will have
negative impacts on national economies, as with the previous
Copenhagen and Cancun Climate Change Summits, persists.
In contrast, our findings strongly suggest that persistently
seeking high economic growth through fossil fuel use will not
only accelerate CO2 emissions but eventually induce a fuel
security problem which could have a catastrophic effect on
many poor people in developing countries facing higher energy
prices, as well as leading to increased consequences of climate
change.’
‘Whether or not the global private sector can foresee or
address the exhaustion of reserves and enact rapid switches to
alternative sources of energy remains an open question.’0
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Call For New
Applications

ArtCraft 2016, BC’s longest
running, juried, arts and crafts
show, representing the best of the
Gulf Islands runs from June 10th
to September 18th. Registration
deadline for returning exhibitors
is May 13th, and those new and to
be juried is May 6th. This year all
pottery will be juried as well as
anyone not in ArtCraft 2015.
Registration and information
forms are available on the
‘ArtCraft’
page
at
www.ssartscouncil.com/artcraft/
or please phone Richard Steel,
ArtCraft manager on 250-537-0899
for more information.

SALT SPRING ISLAND

he world wants to avoid catastrophic global climate
change, to continue economic growth, and wants to lift
the ‘other half’ of the world’s population out of poverty.
Given predicted population growth, are all these objectives
compatible? Can they all be achieved at the same time?
Australian researchers at University of Queensland and
Griffith University have developed a new computer model to
help find the answers. The blunt title of their study describes
the global problem: ‘Trading Off Global Fuel Supply, CO2
Emissions, and Sustainable Development’.
The model challenges International Energy Agency
projections of future world energy demand based on GDP
projections. Instead, it forecasts future energy demand based
on population growth projections, and the increased energy use,
per person, based on achieving the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) of poverty alleviation. This model
makes a big difference.

Besley
Design & Build
3D Computer Design
Permit Plans
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

NEXT DEADLINE: April 13

Hy-Geo
Consulting
Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater
(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of the
Board of School Trustees will be
held on Wednesday, April 13,
2016 at Pender Islands School.
Meeting commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boar
d-meetings.

250.216.2267
www.islandtides.com
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Comox MCTS closure
date May 10
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Some say ‘Let nature take its course’—Mayne Wild Animal Rescue doesn’t agree. On March 19, a juvenile
eagle found injured, was captured and taxied to Salt Spring Island Rescue centre.
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BC's First Community Owned Solar Energy
Project Begins Production

The first community-owned solar energy project in BC, a power
plant owned by Solshare Energy, is now producing clean power.
Solshare recently installed 90 photovoltaic panels in East
Vancouver on the rooftops of Vancouver Cohousing, a new
multi-family residential complex and the first cohousing
community in the city. The 23kW system is now generating
electricity.
The project is one of the first leasing projects under BC
Hydro’s Net Metering Program.
Bullfrog Power provided construction financing for the
project and has been a great supporter of the community solar
project, says J-M Toriel, the co-housing community’s
representative on the project, ‘Vancouver Co-housing is excited
about the prospect of producing electricity on-site to offset some
of what we’ve consumed.’ .
Solshare Energy completed another round of financing in
January and now has a total of $74,000 in share capital from
investors. Residents of BC can purchase shares in Solshare
Energy and receive dividends from the lease payments
generated by the renewable energy equipment that Solshare
owns. Solshare has paid two rounds of dividends in December
2015 and January 2016 so far. Dividends are expected to be
3.3% for the first year and rising to 4% once Solshare has
additional projects online.
‘We’ve talked to many people who want to support solar
energy but either don’t own a suitable house or can not afford
the up-front investment. This is a way for those people to own
solar energy,’ says Vancouver Renewable Energy Cooperative
and Solshare Energy co-founder Rob Baxter.
Solshare’s plan is to own a portfolio of renewable energy
installations throughout BC that will engage BC residents and
offer financial, social, and environmental returns. Visit
www.vrec.ca for more information.

Award Winning Designs at
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• Competitive Pricing
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• Built Green Certified
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your annual
subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t delay—be
part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

NEWS DIGEST

Ideal for New or
Replacement Systems



The Coast Guard has announced that the Comox Marine
Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) will be closed
down on May 10. A spring 2016 closure was originally
announced in 2012 by the federal Conservative government, as
part of a reorganization of Coast Guard operations, but the date
was not previously set. Stations in Tofino and Vancouver were
also to be closed. Communications on the west coast were to be
centralized in two centres, Victoria (Sidney) and Prince Rupert.
(Vancouver Traffic Service was the busiest radio
communications centre in Canada.)
Rachel Blaney, MP for North Island-Powell River cosponsored a motion passed by the Standing Committee on
Fisheries and Oceans on February 18 to review the planned
closure and report to Parliament. MP Blaney has also raised the
issue in question period. Hunter Tootoo, the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans, informed the House that new equipment
in the two remaining centres replaces ‘the 30-year-old
technology’ in the Comox facility, but did not announce when
it would be closed.
The closure of the Comox facility was discussed in the
Standing Committee on March 10. Much of the concern centred
on two issues: the third party communications provider and the
loss of individuals with a detailed knowledge of the coast. The
committee will discuss Comox further on April 12.
The reason why the May 10 date has been chosen by the
Coast Guard is not immediately apparent.
Unifor points out that most of the vessel traffic movements
in Canada take place on the west coast, and the consolidation
of the Vancouver, Victoria, Comox and Tofino MCTS operaions
in Victoria leaves Victoria with the heavy workload and no backup in case of hardware or software failure.
Victoria will handle 40% of the total Canadian workload
(which includes the Great Lakes, the St Lawrence Seaway, and
the East Coast). Over half the Comox staff will not be relocating,
which will have its impact on local knowledge at the Victoria
MCTS.
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Columbia River Treaty To Be Renegotiated

Responding to longstanding US requests to renegotiate the
Columbia River Treaty, Global Affairs Canada is moving to
appoint a negotiating team to discuss modernization of the 60year-old agreement.
A series of dams in both Canada and the US on the
Columbia, Canada’s third largest river and the US second
largest, generate power and also provide flood control and
irrigation.
The treaty deals with the management of the river flows and
the distribution of its benefits. Currently, BC receives hundreds
of millions of dollars per year in payments for electricity
generated in the US.
Climate change is modifying water flow patterns in the
Columbia watershed.

Ferries Get Tariff Break

BC Ferries got a $50 million present in the federal budget; there
won’t be any import duty charged on the three Salish Class
ferries currently under construction at Remontawa Ship Repair
Yard SA in Gdansk, Poland. That is because the import duty was
intended to encourage Canadian ships to be built in Canadian
shipyards, which for years have been underutilized.
But now, most of Canada’s shipbuilding capacity is spoken
for, taken up by longterm federal government contracts to build
ships for the navy and Coast Guard. That is one of the factors
that led BC Ferries to have the three new Salish Class ferries to
be built at the Polish yard, and which resulted in the lifting of
the import tariff.
The ferries will service the Tsawwassen–Gulf Islands and
Comox–Powell River routes. They will have dual-fuel capability:
LNG and/or diesel.
Now comes word that BC Ferries’ largest vessels, Spirit of
British Columbia and Spirit of Vancouver Island, will have their
mid-life upgrades carried out at the Polish yard from 2017 to
NEWS DIGEST, please turn to next page

Herring spawn enhancement project at Miners Bay dock
Mayne Island Conservancy
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t was an article that Michael Dunn and Ian Dow came across
in 2014 which described volunteer groups in Pender
Harbour, Squamish Harbour, and False Creek wrapping the
pilings of local docks with a fabric to give herring a clean place
to spawn and protecting the eggs from the toxic effects of
creosote. These projects found that herring will readily spawn
on this substrate and that the egg survival was increased. These
other programs have been successful enough to re-establish
spawning populations to those marine areas. So the idea came
up to use the Miners Bay Community Dock on Mayne Island as
a pilot for this herring population enhancement program
Eelgrass meadows provide important foraging grounds and
nurseries for populations of invertebrates, marine mammals,
marine birds and fish, including out-migrating salmon. A
keystone species which targets eelgrass meadows for spawning
substrate is the Pacific Herring. Herring are a key forage fish for
a multitude of economically and recreationally important
marine species—from salmon to seals to Bald Eagles.
Miners Bay has an extensive nearshore ecosystem
dominated by eelgrass, which historically supported moderate
to heavy herring spawn congregations. The last large spawning
events occurred in the late 1970s. We know from the Mayne
Island Conservancy’s detailed eelgrass mapping of this area that
the conditions for spawning herring continue to persist. With
herring populations in the Salish Sea apparently rebounding,
this project, if successful, will help to re-establish an abundant
herring spawning population in Miners Bay.
The Mayne Island Conservancy developed the project
proposal and was successful in raising funds to do this pilot
project at Miners Bay. The first installation of piling wraps
occurred in December 2014 during slack tides. Over the rest of

NEWS DIGEST from previous page

2019. At the same time, the Spirit ships, which use 16% of BC
Ferries’ diesel fuel, will be converted so they can run on LNG.
The Spirit ships will travel to Poland and back. with contracted
delivery crews.
BC Ferries will not be required to pay the import tariff on the
work to be done on the Spirit ships in Poland. In addition,
FortisBC will make a $10 million contribution under a program
designed to encourage the use of LNG.

Tug and Barge Grounding in Johnstone
Strait

Ingmar Lee reported from Denny Island that the American
barge, Ocean Eagle, and the 100 foot tug towing it, both touched
bottom near Chatham Point in Johnstone Strait at about 2am
on Tuesday, March 15. The Campbell River Coast Guard
responded, followed two days later by the Western Canada
Marine Rescue Corporation vessel Burrard Cleaner Nº11.

the winter the wraps were inspected using a remote underwater
camera. During the 2015 herring spawn time most of the wraps
were lost due to corrosion of the fasteners and no herring spawn
was detected on those that remained.
‘Last year was our first attempt and it was a real learning
experience. We did not see any herring in the bay but we did
learn that herring have sort of a two-year cycle and I guess we
were in the off year,’ said Ian Dow. The project also benefited
from the advice of Mark Thompson a commercial diver
experienced with installing piling wraps and who was
experimenting with different cover materials for herring spawn.
This year in time for the 2016 spawning season the pilings
were wrapped again March 19. The installation done with the
assistance of biologists Sarah Verstegen and Alisa Preston and
her diving crew. A durable membrane commonly used on
sundecks was wrapped around the piling with a cedar strip on
the leading edge for rigidity. The wraps are held on with bungee
cords just below the lowest tide line to ensure eggs are not
exposed to air.
Crewing the Mayne Island Herring Project were Sarah
Verstegen, biologist with SeaChange Marine Conservation
Society; Alisa and Tyler Preston of Rockfish Divers-Marine
Science Foundation, operating under the Canadian Association
for Underwater Science, and their divers in training; Michael
Dunn of the Mayne Island Conservancy Society; Bill Jamieson,
Mayne Island diver; Mark Thompson, RP Biologist specializing
in herring and initiater of the Howe Sound project at Squamish;
and Ian Dow Mayne Island volunteer.
Funding came form provincial Public Conservation
Assistance Fund, the Capital Regional District and the Green
Angels Woodchoppers. 0
The Coast Guard escorted the tug and barge to Menzies Bay
for examination to determine the extent of the damage. There
were no injuries.
According the Victoria Joint Rescue Co-ordination Centre,
there was no sign of environmental pollution. The tug has a
capacity of 87,930 gallons of diesel fuel, 1,350 gallons of lube
oil, and 25 gallons of hydraulic oil.

‘Gliders’ May Guard Whales From Ship
Strikes

A ‘glider’ is an autonomous underwater torpedo, equipped with
acoustic sensors to track whale movements. It communicates
when it surfaces via satellite.
Off Flores Island in Clayoquot Sound, a University of Victoria
crew has been experimenting with one in Clayoquot Canyon,
which extends out 60 km from Vancouver Island to the edge of
the continental shelf.
NEWS DIGEST, please turn to page 6

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please •

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Saturday & Sunday, April 9 &10

Bach on the Rock Concert—under the guest baton of Nicholas
Fairbank, the Chamber Choir
and Orchestra present a
marvellous mix of music by
Mozart, Haydn, Brahms, Liszt and Fairbank himself • All Saints by
the Sea, Ganges • SAT: 7:30pm, SUN: 2pm • Tickets: Mondo
Trading Company (next to Nature Works) • Info:
www.bachontherock.org • SALT SPRING

Thursday, April 17

Adam is Deputy-Leader BC Green Party—join
Adam to discuss the challenges and
opportunities facing our province in the 21st
century • Hope Bay Studio • 2–5:pm • Everyone
welcome • PENDER

Tuesday, April 19

David Boyd Talks—about his latest book, The
Optimistic Environmentalist: Progressing Towards a
Greener Future, co-sponsored by the Library and
Transition Salt Spring • Salt Spring Library • 7pm.
everyone welcome, bring a friend and carpool •
SALT SPRING

Friday, April 22nd

Earth Day Celebration in Ganges—fresh air event with live
bands and performances, speakers, info booths
(still time to call for a booth), yoga, nature-based
play for kids, and many other activities; learn,
connect, sing, dance, create change, have fun,
respect the planet • Centennial Park • booths
and performances 12 pm - 5pm, yoga 7am 9am • Free event, everyone welcome • Info: Alex Lyons
250.538.7573 • SALT SPRING

Friday, April 22 to Sunday, April 24

Festival Active Pass—3-day celebration on
Earth Day weekend; over 60 activities: guided
hikes, garden tours, boat trips, nature talks, art
displays, musical performances, arts and craft
market, family activities, locavore dining, live
entertainment, and more; bus shuttle from ferry
• $10 Festival Pass for many free events,
special activities $5 to $90 from
www.festivalactivepass.com • GALIANO

Saturday, April 23

Community Energy Conference—presentations, workshops &
tours, kindercare available • Gulf Islands
Secondary School • 9:30am–4:45pm,
followed by social, doors open 8:30am •
Advance tickets $15 at Salt Spring Books,
include Friday film night; or $20 at the
door • Info:
saltspringcommunityenergy.com or hayes.brigitte@gmail.com •
SALT SPRING

Saturday, April 23

Inspired Wellness Fair—an inspirational
day of psychic readings, holistic healing,
rocks'n'gems, alternative medicine, spiritual
gifts and so much more; hourly workshops
included in admission, get inspired on your
path to wellness! • Mary Winspear Centre • 11am–5pm •
Admission: $10 • Info: www.inspiredwellnessfair.com • SIDNEY
BY THE SEA

Sunday, April 24

Andrew Wan and Jonathan
Crow Violin Concert—Andrew
is concertmaster of Montreal
Symphony Orchestra and
Jonathan is concertmaster of
Toronto Symphony Orchestra,
both are member of the New Orford String Quartet • Pender
Island School Gymnasium • 3pm • Tickets available at the door •
PENDER

Saturday, April 30

Now accepting applications for Sept. 2016
1 year diploma course

World Rhythms Concert—Quadra Singers
and Friends’ traditional songs from Brazil,
Jamaica, Wales, Nigeria, South Africa, Pakistan,
New Zealand and Hawaii; guest performers
include Quadra Folk Dancers and Drumming
by Claudia Raaen, treats at intermission •
Quadra Community Centre • Doors 6:30pm,
concert 7pm • Tickets: At the door, adults $12, youth (to 12 years)
$5, under five free • Info: Quadra Singers on the choir’s Facebook
page, quadrasingers@gmail.com, or 250-285-2393 • QUADRA

Next Deadline: April 13

Voluntary subscriptions make the difference! It’s April! Have you mailed yours for 2016?
www.islandtides.com

Page 6, Island Tides, April 7, 2016

A

Hoppy, Happy Easter!

gainst a backdrop of soaring eagles filling the island’s
skies, recently arrived vultures and hummingbirds,
green grass, and daffodils everywhere families
gathered—coming home to us, rain or shine! Everywhere are
children of children, the children who used to run the café’s, get
on the school boats, who cherish their island family homes and
lives and who fill the ferries at this time of year.
Long-time owners of cabins and second homes were there,
greeted with hugs. All of us eager for updates on the time
between Thanksgiving, when they were last here, and Easter
when they ‘come home’ to their Island lives. The store bustles,
line-ups form in the various establishments, boats go in and out
from docks.
Summer is the time for wonderful tourists who swell the
coffers of Island businesses and make our lives exciting—and
sometimes exhausting, in a good kind of way. Thanksgiving and
Easter, the vernal and autumnal equinoxes are for those who
are fortunate enough to have created a way of life on an island
and recognize and love the value of Island living for the
longhaul.
All the islands have marvelous family Easter events. Saturna
too has long-established Easter traditions that families and
visitors attend like clockwork. Saturday morning you wait in the
line that snakes up the hill, to get into the Saturna Community
Hall for the Women’s Service Club Easter Bake Sale, chatting
away with everyone else or buying last minute raffle tickets for
the community donated prizes in anticipation of the 11am
starting gun.
Inside, Nan and Jacques run the Tea Room with hot pots of
tea, warm Welsh Cakes on small plates, old embroidered
tablecloths on the tables, daffodil bouquets on the tables.
Various families stake out a Tea Room table and the loot from
purchases begins to pile up. Everybody has their favorites—
Lorraine’s orange sponge cake, Easter Bunny cupcakes, pies,
cookies, plants from the plant table.
The Islands Trust is establishing a
Qualified Vendors List of planning
services contractors who may be
invited to participate in subsequent Requests for
Proposal or Invitation to Quote processes for the
award of contracts to be completed by the Islands
Trust during the term from May 31, 2016 to June 30,
2019.

The information submitted must detail specific
experience in each of the following areas:
developing planning policies;
facilitating of public processes; and
processing a variety of development applications and
referrals including: zoning amendments; development
permits; development variance permits; temporary use
permits; and subdivision referrals.
Please provide details about areas of expertise and
involvement in issues such as agriculture, climate
change, First Nations, and environmental issues.

Please visit the Islands Trust Website at
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/connect/bidopportunities/ for further details and how to apply.
The submission deadline is May 4, 2016 at 4:00pm.
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

A big table in front of the stage groans with 15 cakes or so of
monumental proportions with elaborate Easter bunny statuary
and inches of icing. Then the music starts up and the Cake Walk
game begins, run by the older teen-agers. The array dazzles the
kids who have won and have to choose a cake! The Stonehouse
family won three of these island-made cakes this year; having a
set of twins in the lineup was critical to their success. The excess
extravaganza of cakes filters through the community by way of
various family gatherings and social events.
Saturday night in the Rec Centre, the Saturna Lions put on
a dinner, an all-you-can-eat Prawn Fest, with lots of socializing
and dancing.
Sunday is the Easter Egg Hunt 10am sharp! For 27 years the
Easter Hunt has been organized by various Winter Cove
families and held at Winter Cove. The tradition was originally
started by Sam Nelson, our famous geologist, in the role of the
March Hare with wife Marge as his Spring Consort! Young
Andre McBride now does the honours as the current March
Hare—with much local help for the set up—taking over from his
father John McBride of BC Croquet winning fame.
Andre calls the start, the 0-to-4 crowd hits the egg-strewn
field first. This is good as—when you are two or so, engulfed in
raingear, at your first or second Easter Egg hunt—each egg takes
about a minute to be located, examined, slowly picked up and
put into your Easter basket with your parents taking many
pictures in front of you!
Then the field is open and the ‘big’ experienced kids who
know that those foil-wrapped eggs are really chocolate start to
vacuum up. By the age of 10 or 12 most kids come to watch, visit
with their buddies and encourage the younger ones. You can
tell when the kids are in transition because they start to share
their loot with the very young and even ‘seed’ the field with their
own eggs for the pleasure of watching the younger ones ‘find’ a
new egg. Nobody went without and all seemed happy with their
outing.
We have had lots of sun-filled gorgeous Easter Egg Hunt
Sundays and this year was a gumboots, raingear, and umbrellas
event. After the festivities, egg-baskets in hand, many families
walked out the lovely path that follows the tideline to Boat Pass
to see the profusion of wild native Easter Lilies or Trout lilies on
the outermost rocky bluffs of the Park.
The view is spectacular, north across the strait to the Lower
Mainland, east to Mount Baker, and west to Samuel, Mayne
and Salt Spring Islands. Right at Boat Pass on the Samuel Island
side is an eagle nest in a pocket of giant Douglas firs that yearafter-year has successful eagle parents—with their eggs and full
of activity at this time of year, just as it should be for the delight
of the many happy nature-seekers!
At 1pm is the Easter Annual Soccer Game, in a different
section of Winter Cove Ball Park. This informal affair is open to
all—‘real’ soccer players, aficionados, and kids and parents.
Sometimes there are just enough players to kick the ball around
and run about. This year two teams of eight were fielded and a
hilarious and brilliant time was had by all. The accomplished
players strutted their stuff and enjoyed the enthusiasm and
energy of the kids and parents who were keen to be a part of a
team sport. No one got mowed down and everybody won—yay!
All of these Saturna events illustrate the values and vigour of

News Digest, from page 5

The listening exercise is particularly targeted at baleen
whales—rare and threatened by ship strikes. They include
humpback, sei, blue, and North Pacific right whales, which are
hard to track, since they spend much time underwater far from
land. Large whales can be heard underwater up to 100km away.
The UVic crew are part of the national WHaLE project
(Whales, Habitat and Listening Experiment), funded by the
Marine Environmental Observation Prediction and Response
Network based at Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia.
This is the first application of gliders on the west coast. On
the east coast, gliders are in use to serve as sentinels to prevent
big ships from killing whales.

Sunshine Coast Ferry Gets Extra Sunday Run

BC Ferries has added an extra round trip between Horseshoe
Bay and Langdale on Sundays from April 3 to May 15. The
revised Sunday schedule will be similar to the Monday to
Saturday schedule.
The Sunday ferry schedule between Earls Cove and Saltery
Bay is also being modified to provide better connection with the
Langdale route. The revised schedules can be found on the BC
Ferries website.

No Tax Increase For Islands Trust

Though fthe Islands Trust 2016-2017 Budget totals
$6,974,000—an increase of $102,500 over 2015-2016— this
will be entirely covered by taxes on new development.
Revenues include a property tax total of $6,250,000, a
provincial grant of $180,000, fees and sales of $110,000,
interest income of $50,000, and Other Revenues of $50,000.
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will receive a
third Special Property Tax Requisition of $110,500 to continue
co-ordination of watershed management on the island.
Property owners within the Bowen Island Municipality will
contribute nearly $223,000, an increase of about $9,000 over
last year. As residents within the Islands Trust Area, Bowen
Island taxpayers contribute a proportionate share of the

our island lives. As an island, in many ways we live-out and
provide opportunities to engage in strong family and social
connections, valuing the contributions of all—young and old,
experienced and enthusiastic, loving good food and eating
together, savouring tradition and honouring those who have
gone before us, recognizing the value of inspiration and happily
including new islanders and delighting in being outdoors in our
magnificent natural world.
Besides the many predictable public happy events planned
and carried out by the community are the many, evolved over
the years, traditions by families and regularly new ones blasted
into place by some bright idea or novel occurrence. Easter
Dinner with guests who always come happens in there
somewhere. Special walks to favorite places accompanied by
the family dogs and visiting dogs have to happen, family
breakfasts, Banananagrams, Yahtsee, card games with aunts
and cousins. Those chores that have to to be done have more
willing hands. During on-going community jobs there is the
anticipation of going home to family and friends.
Christmas is serious, the kids might get stuck on the wrong
side of the Coquihalla coming or going, presents with meaning
are in order. Easter is more lighthearted, the world is awakening
again, touching our hearts.

Ambulance Service Open House

This year, to the delight and education of many, the Saturna
Ambulance service invited the community to come and meet
them at the firehall before the emergency occurs! A brilliant
idea! The kids got to clamber all over the lovely small ambulance
with lights flashing, sit in the seat that the attendant sits in who
holds your hand while you are in pain and wonders how your
life post -trauma will be managed while you wait to be air, ferry,
or water taxi transported.
The attendants were on hand to answer questions. Easy-toread charts outlined the funding that the group needs and what
it has from BC Provincial sources and what part donations plays
in their successful functioning.
Islanders value their medical people and gave all the funding
necessary to build the medical clinic in the Rec Centre complex.
The annual Saturna Lamb BBQ raises a significant portion of
the funding to keep the clinic functioning all year. The
Emergency Services aspect of the medical services is another
huge part of the reason islanders feel confident living on an
island without a daily staffed clinic or hospital —impossible with
our small population.
To accomplish our level of successful service, new volunteers
have to be trained. Practice for all staff, and keeping volunteers
updated in new techniques and handling new equipment are
ongoing. Looking ahead, building a fund for replacing the
current ambulance is responsible.
A wonderfully informative poster had a series of
photographs of local island driveways and signage
demonstrating the near-impossible to the very-best in access
and clear street addressing which assists ambulance attendants
in collecting you from your home.
Many, many thanks to these islanders who, within their busy
lives, feel the call to take the training, volunteer their time to
pledge to be on call, and are so deeply competent and caring
human beings. 0

operating costs of Trust Council and the Trust Fund Board as
defined by the provincial Islands Trust Act and by a provincially
legislated formula based on property assessments.
Expenses include Trust Council, $1,230,000; local planning
services, $5,430,000; Trust Fund Board and administration,
$700,000. Some $320,000 is to be transferred from surplus in
the General Revenue Fund. More details can be found on the
Islands Trust website.

A Salish Sea Petition

Friends of the San Juans, along with many partners and
stakeholders, is leading a trans-boundary effort in Washington
State and British Columbia to designate the Salish Sea as a
Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) under the International
Maritime Organization. The group is asking people to help them
protect the Salish Sea through signing a petition.
Watch
‘Safe
Passage
in
the
Salish
Sea’:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvYgKS14-bU&feature=youtube.
Visit: www.sanjuans.org/safeshipping for information and
to sign the official PSSA petition.

Hotter, Drier, Wetter

World Meteorological Day, on 23 March, was accompanied by
the banner headline ‘Hotter, Drier, Wetter. Face the Future'.
The UN’s World Meteorological Organization confirmed that
2015, with an extra boost from a powerful El Niño, was the
hottest year on record.
For the first time, global average surface temperatures were
1ºC above the pre-industrial era. We are now over halfway to
the 2ºC temperature rise limit considered by COP21 in
Devember, and two-thirds of the way to the 1.5ºC target
proposed by Canada and accepted at that same international
climate change negotiation.
The land is warmer. The sea is warmer. The atmosphere is
warmer. The world’s weather now includes many more events
that used to be regarded as extreme, such as heat waves,
flooding, and severe drought. 0
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The Liberal budget delivered on some promises while breaking others
Elizabeth May

nalysing the new Liberal budget for Canada is difficult. economic benefits in creating jobs, while cutting GHG Other
It is so deeply disappointing, yet compared to any than retrofits to social housing, it is ignored.
budget in the last ten years it represents a huge
In contrast, the 2005 budget of former Finance Minister
improvement. So the key question in deciding whether it gets a Ralph Goodale was much stronger on climate action. It
passing grade is to determine against what
included Eco-Energy retrofits for home owners, rebates
standard it is measured. Do we compare it the
for the purchase of hybrid vehicles (which should
regressive budgets of the last ten years or to
have been reinstated and extended to electric
‘Do we compare it
the last Liberal budget of 2005—which
vehicles), as well as billions more for
the regressive budgets of
had measures for climate, child care,
infrastructure and funding for provinces to
the last ten years or to the last
and the Kelowna Accord? Or do we
meet GHG reductions.
Liberal budget of 2005, which had
measure it against the Liberal 2015
Disturbingly, the budget cites the target
measures for climate, child care
campaign promises?
of the Paris Agreement as avoiding 2ºC
and the Kelowna Accord? Or do
The clearest commitment and
global average temperature increase, when it
we measure it against the
strongest funding was delivered for First
was Canadian leadership that helped drive the
Liberal 2015 campaign
Nations, Inuit, and Metis communities. At
world to the more ambitious goal of striving to
promises?‘
$8.4 billion, it was ‘historic’ as the minister
hold temperature to no more than 1.5ºC.
claimed. Whether it is enough is another matter,
but it was significantly more than the 2005 Kelowna
Accord (killed by the Conservatives) had promised.
The 2016 budget contains many encouraging measures for
health, education, youth, waste and water works, and public
infrastructure. Many of my requests to Finance Minister Bill
Morneau have been accepted—including energy retrofits to
existing social housing, support for affordable rental housing,
re-opening the Coast Guard base at Kitsilano, restoring funding
to the CBC, additional $50 million to Sustainable Development
Technology Canada, reinstating the Court Challenges
Programme, investing in science and returning support for
basic scientific research, and action to reduce the burden of
student loans and increasing student grants.
But there is so little in the climate action part of the budget.
$3.4 billion over three years for public transit may sound like a
lot, but one billion dollars is not enough in a year to make a dent
in the infrastructure deficit for a single city. In a budget
premised in creating economic stimulus and employment, it
made no sense to neglect the opportunity for energy efficiency
improvements in Canada’s buildings. Leaky buildings are
responsible for 30% of Canada’s GHG. Employing carpenters,
electricians, contractors, and plumbers to retrofit homes,
commercial buildings and institutions would deliver immediate

The Liberal platform promised carbon pricing
which, in fairness, we did not expect to see in this budget. It is
clear that the negotiations with the premiers on carbon pricing
will run their course before we see a clear federal plan for pricing
carbon. But the Liberal platform also promised to phase out
subsidies to fossil fuel, reducing them by $125 million in 201718. Instead, no changes have been made to fossil fuel subsidies
and the subsidies to LNG are specifically continued until the
end of 2024.
As well, although described as ‘Restoring Trust in
Environmental Assessment,’ this budget preserves the
devastating changes to environmental assessment of the 2012
omnibus budget bill C-38. Rather than repeal C-38’s gutting of
the EA, the budget commits to four years’ worth of funding for
the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency for ‘fulfilling
its responsibilities’ under the C-38 version of the environmental
assessment act. It also provides funding for what was
announced last month as ‘interim measures’ to cope with the
broken process under C-38’s environmental review.
But the funding to the National Energy Board for ‘interim
measures’ is to last for three years, suggesting they are
permanent. The National Energy Board should not be
conducting a single EA that has not already commenced during
the previous government. No new projects should start the EA

process under the wrong act, conducted by the wrong agency—
not for three months more—much less three years.
Do we now declare the Liberals have deliberately broken
promises and turned their back on the environment? The
rubber stamping just days before Budget Day of the weak
environmental assessment of Woodfibre LNG (one conducted
under the bogus C-38 version of EA and delegated to the
province of BC) the budget might lead some to do so. And, as
leader of an opposition party, political culture would expect me
to be among the first to denounce them. But I do not. Not yet.
Mitigating factors include the budget preparation process.
The Minister of Environment never saw the budget before its
big reveal on March 22. The budget was reviewed by the Deputy
Minister of Environment Canada. He is well-remembered by
climate activists as the lead negotiator blocking action in
Copenhagen. Is it an accident that the 2ºC target, accepted by
the Conservatives, is in the budget and not the 1.5ºC target
championed by the new government?
Senior civil servants are to follow the direction set by political
masters. It would be a major breach of respect for that tradition
for me to suggest any particular civil servant is working against
the new government’s interests. But it is widely acknowledged
around Parliament Hill that senior bureaucrats across many
departments are having trouble re-orienting to very different
priorities.
The mandate letters from the PM to ministers instruct them
to respect the advice of the professional civil service. In respect
of the traditional separation between the civil service and the
political side of government, which Prime Minister Trudeau is
working to restore, there has been no sacking of the old order
to bring in the new. Highly principled, but it does prolong what
could charitably be described as inertia in the system.
So, my advice to those frustrated by the failure to reverse the
damage inflicted by the Conservatives is ‘do not despair’. Do
not write off the new government. Instead, redouble efforts to
hold them accountable. Condemn broken promises, but hold
out the hope the errors of this budget will be corrected by
Budget 2017. 0
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hat is a weed? A plant whose virtues
have not yet been discovered.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

A weed is also a plant growing where we do not
want it and so we waste time pulling it or
lamenting that we have not. For most of my
sixty years of gardening I have been educated
into pulling weeds and feeding them to the
chickens.
Unlike pretty wildflowers, weeds have a
horde reputation for barbarism and violent
takeover and, unless you are vigilant, they will
outgrow and smother all your garden
favourites. To put this into perspective, weeds
thrive where we want tropical fruits and
flowers to grow, so with the exception of say,
Kudzu, weeds are native or invasive from a
similar climate.
To examine the list of common weeds,
weeds that demand attention, is to enter a
world of highly successful opportunists that
share some common traits: weed seeds are
viable in the ground for decades; they will
germinate very quickly if disturbed; they grow
very quickly; they grow through the winter
regardless of weather; their roots go very deep
and/or very wide; the tops break off easily
leaving the root secure; they flower rapidly and
set seed even faster.
This begs a question: what is it that weeds
have that petunias do not?
And the answer appears to be adaptability,
speed, and the ability to thrive on a lean diet.
The only other organisms that fit this
description are humans and flu viruses.
Observers of the land have long noted that
weeds ‘appear’ overnight and thrive on poorquality, disturbed soil. Some, such as vetch,
clover, and broom are legumes possessing the
ability to ‘fix’ nitrogen in sand and gravel
enabling them to produce enzymes and
proteins. Deep, widespread roots provide the
plants with stability and better access to microminerals. Winter growth gives them an edge

over heat-loving plants and rapid vernalization
(flowering time) and maturation allow them
to complete their cycle while you are still on
your second cup.
Weeds will grow on almost any soil but
experience tells us that they fair worst on rich
soils and according to the Rodale Institute,
weed seeds also loose their viability faster in
high quality loam. It seems they are so geared
to living on the edge they will outgrow
themselves on rich compost or become

A

need to dig them out, and for large summer
plants such as tomatoes, squash/zucchini and
potatoes, this works very well with a lot less
effort. Besides saving labour, leaving small
weeds in the ground encourages the
microorganisms to move nutrients through
the soil levels and make them available to the
plants of your choice. For smaller summer
plants, a rich, well-established soil is less lightly
to support larger weeds and a groundcover of
chickweed might help reduce water loss by

weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill – except learning
how to grow in rows.
—Doug Larson

smothered by the vegetable of your choice.
So if our gardens are full of weeds, what
does this say about the soil? Most native soils
in this region are acidic and nirvana to
bracken, buttercup, dock, hawkweed, nettles,
plantain, sorrel and wild strawberries so
adding lime might help slow these guys down.
However,
rhododendrons, rhubarb,
potatoes, blueberries and hydrangeas also like
an acid soil so think twice before you whiten
the earth with chalk. Meanwhile: dock,
buttercup, daisy, dandelion, plantain,
horsetail, nettle, and moss also indicate a wet
clay soil, at least in winter—I have all of the
above.
With some lime and a lot of compost, fruit
trees and bushes grow well and since clay soils
retain water really well, there is no need to
irrigate after the first year or so. Perennial
vegetables like rhubarb and asparagus are
equally happy in slightly acid clay soil
providing the ground does not stay flooded for
more than a day or two after a heavy rain.
And, as I mentioned in an earlier essay,
ground that is not disturbed is also home for a
zillion microbes that support plant growth, so
a few trenches will allow excess water to seep
away and eliminate the need for raised beds.
In the vegetable garden a row cover or thick
mulch will suppress many weeds obviating the

evaporation and complement your local
mono-culture rows.
Incidentally, chickweed (there are several

different species) has been known to grow,
flower and seed while under snowpack. Each
plant can produce up to 2,500 seeds. One
plant was recorded with 25,000 seeds and
they are viable for 40 years. Organic Garden
by the Henry Doubleday Research Association
recommend flame scorching!
Chickweed is more than just a nuisance.
For example, Grieve's Modern Herbal says it
‘has naturalized itself wherever the white man
has settled.’ Has chickweed become
commensally adapted to our way of using
land? If so, what does that tell us? Herbal uses
for the weed include a range of irritating
maladies but my favourite, again from Grieve,
is its traditional use to feed caged birds such as
linnets which ‘are refreshed with chickweed...
whereupon it was called ‘Passerina’. 0
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The Americans
Aren’t Coming
Frants Attorp

With the Canadian dollar significantly devalued against the
greenback, there has been widespread speculation that
Americans will arrive by the droves to buy up local real estate at
bargain-basement prices. Well, it turns out that invasion is more
rumour than reality.
‘The Americans have not appeared,’ says Galiano Realtor
Hedi Kottner. ‘It’s a myth. People keep asking me if they've
shown up yet, and I have to explain it isn't going to happen.’
Kottner believes there are several reasons our neighbours to
the south are shying away from local real estate. One is that
those who are interested in island living can still find
competitive prices in the American-owned San Juan Islands,
for example. Some are also looking south to countries such as
Belize or Mexico. Furthermore, Canadian immigration law
limits the time non-residents can stay in the country. This
complicates matters for some Americans wishing to buy into
the Gulf Islands.
And then there is the sticky issue of health insurance for
people living abroad. Only those meeting specific residency
requirements are eligible for provincial health care coverage.
According to Kottner, most sales on Galiano have been to
buyers from the Lower Mainland. She sometimes deals with
people who sell their home in Vancouver for ‘an incredible
price’, downsize to a condominium or townhouse, and then
come to Galiano looking for a recreational property. ‘Most sales
on Galiano are for recreational purposes,’ she says. ‘Other
islands, such as Salt Spring, attract more retirees. Each island
has its own market.’
Kottner admits the cost and inconvenience of ferry travel
turns off some potential buyers, particularly since reservations
are a must on weekends and the ferry can sometimes be so full
even foot passengers are turned away. Nevertheless, she
believes Galiano will always be ‘a premium destination’ because
there has been less subdivision than on most of the other islands
and so much land has been preserved as wilderness.
Kottner says prices on Galiano peaked in 2008-2009 and
have been sliding ever since. ‘Prices are now down to 2005
levels,’ she explains. ‘We’re actually going backwards,’ adding
there are signs, such as low inventories, that the market may
now be at a bottom. There were 36 sales on Galiano last year
and things appear to be picking up. ‘It’s still very much a buyer’s
market,’ she asserts. ‘The biggest demand at the moment seems
to be for lower-priced properties.’
Salt Spring Realtor Tom Navratil agrees that very few
Americans are finding their way to the Gulf Islands. He indicates
most sales on Salt Spring are to people from the Lower
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The former Church of the Good Shepherd, a tiny deconsecrated church on South Pender stands in a
sea of fawn lilies.
Mainland, Victoria and Salt Spring itself. Albertans, who used
to comprise a significant percentage of purchasers, have
dropped in numbers since the crash of the oil market.
Navratil indicates buyers are often retirees, but also younger
people who are seeking to escape the traffic and pollution of the
big cities and who plan to work from home using computer
technology. ‘There’s quite a mix,’ he says.
Buoyed by strong real estate markets in Victoria and
Vancouver, sales on Salt Spring have increased significantly
since the the financial crisis of 2008. A total of 260 properties
sold in 2015, as opposed to under 200 in each year from 20082013, and realtors are now struggling to find certain products
for their clients.
The price of a typical residential home is also creeping up
after losing 30-35% during the downturn. ‘Inventories are low
and that is causing prices to firm up,’ says Navratil. ‘There are
indications we may be moving towards a seller’s market. We
have definitely turned a corner.’
But some homes remain deeply discounted, especially in the
upper price range. Salt Spring waterfront homes that were
selling for an average of 1.5 million in 2008 are now averaging
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under one million.
The story seems to be similar further north. On Gabriola,
Realtor Tina Lynch reports the market is recovering after a long
period in the doldrums. There were 109 sales in 2015. ‘Sales
have risen and prices are attractive,’ she says. ‘We get a lot of
retirees as well as people who commute to Nanaimo. Many are
looking to get out of the city to a place with a quieter lifestyle.
Some are just planning ahead.’
Asked if Americans are turning up on the beautiful shores of
Gabriola Island to buy real estate, she chuckles and says she is
not aware of such a trend. ‘The low dollar hasn’t had the effect
some people expected.’ 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

Book Review by Jean Gelwicks

An optimistic
environmentalist

Yes, the world is facing substantial environmental challenges—
climate change, pollution, and extinction. But the surprisingly
good news is that we have solutions to these problems. In the
past 50 years, a remarkable number of environmental problems
have been solved; substantial progress made on others.
The Optimistic Environmentalist: Progressing Towards a
Greener Future, David Boyd’s latest of eight books, chronicles
a number of these remarkable success stories: Endangered
species—from bald eagles to gray whales—pulled back from the
precipice of extinction. Thousands of new parks, protecting
billions of hectares of land and water. The salvation of the ozone
layer, vital to life on Earth. The exponential growth of renewable
energy powered by wind, water and sun. The race to be the
greenest city in the world. Remarkable strides in cleaning up
the air we breathe and the water we drink. The banning of
dozens of the world’s most toxic chemicals. A circular economy
where waste is a thing of the past. These successes are paving
the way for even greater achievements in the future.
Jane Goodall says about this book, ‘Is there hope for the
future?’ Yes, as David Boyd brilliantly demonstrates, because of
the energy and commitment of people who know the problems
and take action to solve them. And because of the power of the
human brain for good when it is in harmony with the heart.
David Richard Boyd is one of Canada’s leading experts in
environmental law and policy, SFU Adjunct Professor in
Resource and Environmental Management, and is a former
Trudeau Scholar at UBC. Boyd has advised many governments,
from Canada to Sweden, on environmental and constitutional
issues. He is the co-chair of Vancouver’s Greenest City Action
Team along with Mayor Gregor Robertson.
Boyd’s current research focuses on the effects of enshrining
the constitutional right to live in a healthy environment, a right
now recognized in over 100 nations. In addition to his eight
books, Boyd also wrote Sustainability Within a Generation: A
New Vision for Canada, and more than 100 articles on
environmental issues in publications ranging from the Globe
and Mail to the Canadian Medical Association Journal. He is
former Executive Director of the well-respected NGO the Sierra
Legal Defence Fund (now Ecojustice).
On April 19, Pender-dwelling David Boyd will speak on Salt
Spring. see ‘What’s On?, page 5 for details. 0

