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A July day on Read Island—sunrise above, sunset inset.
The spectacular pink colour in the east is caused by
smoke haze from forest fires burning in the BC interior.
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Vote split on 2nd
Reading ~ Christa Grace-Warrick

At North Pender’s Local Trust Committee meeting on
July 29, trustees announced that they were giving
controversial Bylaw 141 its Second Reading. The
Islands Trust had received 620 letters from North
Pender residents against the bylaw, which rezones a
parcel of Rural-zoned land to create high-density
housing, compared to 175 in favour. More than 30
speakers declared they were against the bylaw at the
July 17th Public Hearing in contrast to eight who
spoke for it. 

Trustee Wayne Wright justified his decision by
quoting from the Islands Trust Policy Statement and
the North Pender Official Community Plan. He made
much of the wording ‘shall’ in the documents saying
that it was a directive with which he must comply; that
the wording compelled him to provide seniors housing
through the vehicle of the Driftwood proposal. (Nine
of the 36 units are to be earmarked for sale to people
over 60, though it is not clear if the owners will have to
reside in them or if renters must be seniors). He said
the development will ‘provide a range of housing
options’ and that his decision would provide ‘a balance

2ND READING, please turn to page 2

Mayne Islanders struggling against
major development ~ Terry Glavin
After only narrowly winning a battle to keep
farmland safe from golf courses last winter, and
watching helplessly while a gaping wound was
opened up in the forests around Henderson Hill
by clearcut logging that rattled their sleep all
through the spring, Mayne Islanders have been
spending the summer staring down a plan that
would throw the Island open to high-density
strata-title condominium developments.

Chaired by North Pender Trustee Wayne
Wright, the Mayne Island Local Trust
Committee has been busy attempting to clear the
way for a major strata-title condominium
development at the Mayne Inn property on
Bennett Bay. The developers want to expand the
existing inn, add at least six new buildings to
house 33 strata units, a liquor store, and a retail
store. The parking lot alone would equal all the
parking spaces in Miner’s Bay and the mid-
island Fernhill Centre, the Island’s two
commercial districts.

Mayne Trustee Jeanine Dodds is taking the
lead because the Island’s other trustee, Rose
Bennett, has excused herself due to a conflict of
interest. The golf course imbroglio, meanwhile,
was overseen by Wright and Bennett, because
Dodds was in conflict of interest.

The approach Wright and Dodds are taking to
the Mayne Inn proposal, the largest and most
controversial that Mayne Islanders have seen in
years, is to consider it a conforming use, which
would normally restrict debate to such minor
issues as shrub-screening, signage, and lighting.

Well-known author and Mayne Island
resident Bob Harlow, who is producing a weekly
newsletter to chronicle the story, said, ‘We are
being silenced, and to put it bluntly, railroaded.’

After a boisterous June 26 Local Trust
Committee meeting at the Agricultural Hall,
where dozens of Islanders confronted the
trustees about the Mayne Inn development, the
trustees pledged to amend the visitor-
accommodation zoning to ‘reflect the
interpretation of the public present,’ which
would have prevented the Mayne Inn condo
development. Also, the developer vowed to
withdraw his proposal until the zoning issue was
clarified and resolved.

Less than two weeks later, however, the
developer’s architect was writing to the Islands
Trust planning office with suggestions about
how to push the proposal through the advisory-
planning-commission process. A week after that,
Islands Trust staff, saying they were acting on the
trustees’ instructions, had prepared a draft bylaw
that would not only facilitate the Mayne Inn
redevelopment, but would also allow similar
developments on all visitor-accommodation
properties on the Island.

The draft bylaw proposes a Pender-style limit
on duration of occupancies—the kind in place at
the fractional-ownership strata development at
Otter Bay, a development typical of a rapidly
growing trend in vacation-property investments
that was recently spotlighted by Maclean’s
magazine. In Ontario, cottagers’ organizations
are fighting rear-guard battles with fractional-
share developments because of the increased
traffic, high-density development, and
community disruption they bring.

Mayne Island’s Advisory Planning
Commission has refused to consider the Mayne
Inn proposal in the absence of a proper referral
process and the necessary public hearings. But
the issue remains complicated by the trustees’
declaration that the project conforms with the
land use bylaw and doesn’t require any special
scrutiny. Also clouding matters is the trustees’
refusal to make public a ‘legal opinion’ they say
supports their case.

An ad-hoc ‘Friends of Bennett Bay’ group has
sprung up, with a website
(http://friendsofbennettbay.org). A widely
supported, alternative bylaw amendment
making the rounds of the Island would confine
properties zoned for inns and lodges to the
purposes the land use bylaw contemplated—
public accommodation for travellers.

Opponents of strata-title condominiums on
Mayne have found solid support for their case in
the clear language of the Island’s Official
Community Plan. It’s also doubtful that the
aquifer supporting the Bennett Bay area could
support such a high-density development. The
development proposed for the Mayne Inn would
be just a few units shy of the ‘Poet’s Cove’
development  at Bedwell Harbour, S. Pender.

Concerned Mayne Islanders also have history
on their side. A remarkably similar proposal at
the Mayne Inn site was fought all the way to the
BC Supreme Court 25 years ago. In that case,
Islanders won a crucial battle over an illegally-
built dock intended for a commercial marina
adjoining the inn—the proposal foundered.

That court decision restricted the dock’s use
to the owners of the Mayne Inn, but there
appears to be nothing in law that would stop
strata-owners, as opposed to hotel guests, from
eventually claiming rights to the dock.

The controversy is expected to come to a head
at an August 28 public meeting when the
trustees plan to push ahead with their pro-strata
bylaw amendment.

Also on the agenda is the bylaw amendment
that would finally keep Mayne’s farmland safe
from golf courses. Ironically, the bylaw would
specifically allow golf course development
almost everywhere else. ✐

Vancouver Aquarium
rescinds offer to help
seal pups
The Island Wildlife Centre on Salt Spring
Island recently took a big financial hit
when the BC Gaming Commission
declared them ineligible for the $60,000
funding the centre has received for the
past four years. According to Island
Wildlife Director Jeff Lederman, the BC
Gaming Commission has decided to fund
sports teams, musicians, and other
community groups over environmental
groups.

However, last year the Vancouver
Aquarium received a federal grant for
$450,000 and a donation of Vancouver
oceanfront property to open a brand new
Harbour Seal rehabilitation facility. The
Aquarium only operates its seal program
from July to October in contrast to Island
Wildlife which rescues marine mammals
365 days a year. Last year the Aquarium
rescued roughly 50 seal pups to Island
Wildlife’s 85. Calls to the Aquarium about
stranded seals from November through
June are passed on to Island Wildlife or
left on the beach to die. 

Lederman reports that last summer
when Island Wildlife turned to the
Aquarium for help in taking some of the
seal load off their hands the Aquarium
declined, but they said that they could
help next year for sure because they just
received funding for a new seal facility. 

Outspoken founder of No Whales in
Captivity, Analise Sorg, spoke out last
year against the federal grant to the
Aquarium claiming that the new location
would quickly turn into a warehouse for

SEAL PUPS, please turn to page 11
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Injured on Mayne by a car earlier this year, this fawn had its leg set by vet
Elizabeth Jahren using a wire coat hanger as  a splint. He was then cared for
by Nan Shurvell until transferred to a rescue farm.
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2ND READING from page 1
between all stakeholders.’

Wright said that 3rd Reading would not be given at the
meeting (often both Readings are given on the same day)
because Bylaw 163, the actual housing agreement that sets out
the seniors’ amenity on which the rezoning depends, was not
finalized. It needed ‘fleshing out’ he said.

Trustee Round said he concurred with Wright but that it was
‘a pity’ there was no third reading and that it was ‘tempting to do
just that.’

Local Trust Committee chair Gisele Rudischer, however,
voted against 2nd Reading, saying she did not see that the
amenity provided was essential. She said that this kind of
housing was new for the community and that it was her belief
that ‘something new should be supported by a community’ and
‘in my estimation this is not the case.’ She went on to say that the
North Pender community ‘should do its community plan review
first’ including defining what constituted an amenity.

Rudischer had already voted against the bylaw when it was
given First Reading (the Reading that brought it to Public
Hearing on July 17).

In the public question section of the LTC meeting, Michael
Sketch asked the LTC about the fairness of the North Pender
trustees meeting in public with the developer directly following
the Public Hearing. (Trustees are forbidden to discuss the bylaw
or accept any new information after the Public Hearing. An
agitated Wright cut off Sketch telling him that if he (Wright)
chose to patronize a Driftwood Centre restaurant with his wife,
he could. The developer and a key supporter joined them he
said, and he said he had a right to discuss Bylaw 163 (the
Housing Agreement). With the restraining arm of Rudischer on
his arm, he angrily told Sketch he was ‘nuts’ and that if he
wanted to take him on he would regret it. He rose and

threatened to leave the meeting. However, he stayed for the
remainder of the questions.

In other business two other land use applications were noted.

Drinking Establishment 
for Harbour Hills?

Morning Bay Farms has applied for a license from the Liquor
Control Board. Property owner Keith Watt is currently building
winery facilities for his developing vineyard at which he is
permitted to process, brew & bottle; sell vineyard products from
the premises; and have a tasting room for tours and visitors
during daylight hours. 

The license applied for would allow a licensed picnic area and
a lounge with a capacity of 50 persons inside and 50 persons on
the patio. The hours of operation would be 7 days a week from
10am to 10pm. Trustee Wright instructed the planner to prepare
a Community Information Meeting for all residents and
property owners on Razor Point and Harbour Hill Roads.

Rezoning for ‘The Timbers’
A new Rural land rezoning application was discussed—Bob
Conconi’s request for the rezoning of his property off Pirates
Road, ‘The Timbers’, to regularize usage developed on the
property in the past few years. 

Two bylaws have been framed to address this rezoning
application. Bylaw 161 amends the OCP by changing the land use
designation of the area indicated from the Rural (R) zone to
Tourist Commercial (TC). Bylaw 162 amends the Land Use Bylaw
for a Comprehensive Development 3 zone. (The Driftwood Village
proposal is slated to be Comprehensive Development 2 zone. The
original ‘Comprehensive Development Zone’ was the second
rezoning for the Tyndal Woods development on Hooson Road.) ✐

I
n the midst of the inevitable sense of dread that pervades what
HIV/AIDS is doing to the women and girls of Africa, there is
one remarkable good news story which has not been given

profile. I want to do so now.

‘Community Care Givers’ To Be Paid
The country of Swaziland faces what is perhaps the greatest
orphan crisis in Africa. It is estimated that by the year 2010, fully
10% to 15% of the total population will be orphans,
overwhelmingly children orphaned by AIDS. To face this
accelerating catastrophe, Swaziland has decided to mobilize ten
thousand women to take on the task of helping to care for
thousands upon thousands of orphans, over and above all the
other work these women already do in their own communities:
looking after their own children; absorbing orphan children from
their extended family; looking after the sick and the dying; running
their own households. All that work is of course ‘voluntary.’ And it’s
invariably unacknowledged and unpaid. It really amounts to
conscripted labour, but that’s a truth that the world has never been
willing to admit.

Swaziland, in a dramatic way, has departed from the pattern of
willful and unbridled exploitation. In its recent proposal to the
Global Fund, the Government of Swaziland made the decision to
include the ten thousand women, and said that they wanted them
to be paid. It wasn’t a lot—$30 a month—but it represents the first
time, in the life of the pandemic, that women would finally be
compensated for keeping the society alive far beyond the call of
duty, and for having their extraordinary contribution recognized.

I am pleased/delighted/almost intoxicated to report that when
the Global Fund recently announced the approvals for the 3rd
round of proposals, Swaziland was approved in whole, and with it,
payment to the ten thousand women—Community Care Givers, as
they will be called.

This is truly an astonishing precedent. And I assume that
hereafter, government upon government will do the same. It’s
possible that the Global Fund will turn out to be the vehicle
through which the international community is finally forced to
acknowledge the value of women’s work in the developing world.

Having said that, permit me to make a few additional
observations.

Abolishing School Fees
The larger question of orphans has been little addressed at XV
International AIDS Conference. Only in the release of the report
‘Children on the Brink,’ with new estimates of numbers, did we
finally get a moment when the issue of orphans was confronted.
But the recitation of numbers, and a ‘framework’ for response,
hardly adds up to a credible plan of action, and that of course is
what has perpetually been missing, with disastrous
consequences for the millions of children.

It’s impossible, in a brief statement, to cover adequately any
one dimension of the orphan crisis.  But let me remind you, with
special emphasis on girls, that one of the things which plagues the
lives of children orphaned by AIDS most profoundly, is the
inability to attend school. The ability to attend school is often
compromised because children cannot afford the school fees or
the uniforms or the text-books or the registration costs. One
wonders when, if ever, there will be a mass mobilization, on the
continent, to have school fees abolished everywhere. The
maintenance of fees is an explicit violation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

Ironically, the document tabled yesterday on orphan children
mentions school fees not at all. But the major UNAIDS report,
issued just before the start of this conference, mentions the
question of schooling and fees time and time again. Let me give
you the flavour:

Quote: ‘For example, in Zimbabwe’s Manicaland, poorer
households report receiving help with food, clothing and labour,
but no assistance with paying school fees (p.49).’

Quote: ‘Special care could include home visits, food and
nutritional support, and waiving school user fees (p.49).’

Quote: ‘Other broad-based strategies include programmes
providing child support payments or school lunches (p.50).’

Quote: ‘An estimated US$ 1 billion per year is the net additional
cost to offset the results of AIDS (i.e incentives to keep orphans
and vulnerable children in school) (p.51).’

Quote: ‘Many AIDS-affected families may withdraw children
from school to compensate for labour losses, increased care
activities and competing expenses (p. 52).’

Quote: ‘Children orphaned by AIDS may not attend school
simply because they cannot afford the fees (p.53).’

Quote: ‘In high-prevalence countries, too few governments have
created policies or funding to enable children from AIDS-affected
households and communities to go to school (p.53).’

Quote: ‘ …the study advised … income support or subsidies that
are linked to school attendance (p.58).’

Quote: ‘Ensuring access to education is critical in responding to
the orphan crisis (p.63).’

And the final quote: ‘Staying in school offers orphaned children
the best chance of escaping extreme poverty and its associated
risks. Thus, everything possible needs to be done to keep them in
school (p.63).’

It’s not rocket science. Indeed, the Secretary-General’s ‘Task
Force on Women, Girls and HIV/AIDS in Southern Africa’ report
just released, has a whole separate chapter—Chapter 2—entitled
‘Keeping Girls in School’ It begins thus: ‘One of the first
imperatives in turning around the HIV/AIDS pandemic is to make
sure that girls receive the best education possible’ It then goes on

XV International AIDS Conference in Bangkok, July 2004

AIDS in Africa: A Good News Story
Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa

AIDS, please turn to page 11
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Working Forests - really a change?
Patrick Brown
The Minister of Sustainable Resource
Management, George Abbott, has announced
that the BC government will implement the
Working Forest initiative using existing
management tools, including regional Land
and Resource Management Plans (LRMPs)
and the Provincial Forest legislation. This
announcement implies, but does not confirm,
that the government has abandoned its
previous approach that left Cabinet free to
make agreements covering any parcel of Crown
land with forest companies.

The BC government’s Working Forest
proposal was introduced by the previous
sustainable resource management minister,
Stan Hagen, in March of 2003. Basically, the
proposal was to allocate all of BC’s remaining
forested Crown lands to the forest industry, a
sort of mass rezoning. (For more details on this,
see article entitled ‘Working Forest legislation
goes forward despite 97% opposition’ in the
September 11, 2003 issue of Island Tides. The
article is archived on the Island Tides website,
www.islandtides.com.)

The Working Forest initiative gave the
Minister and Cabinet the power to designate
any area of Crown land in BC primarily for
forestry, regardless of LRMPs and policies of
the Forests Ministry. It had the stated intention
of ‘increased certainty’ for the forest industry.

It was to replace the existing provincial
Forest legislation and the more recently
instituted Forest Land Reserve designation.
The LRMP process, into which many
stakeholders and professionals had put a lot of
effort over the last ten years, was to be ‘wrapped
up’ by June 2004.

Under the Working Forests initiative,
provincial interests (as defined by Cabinet)
clearly took precedence over local interests.

Public Consultation
Despite assurances that the land would also be
available for uses in addition to forestry (such
as tourism, mining, wildlife habitat, etc) most
British Columbians had the impression that the
remaining Crown lands would be given to
forestry companies to manage first and
foremost for timber harvesting. This resulted in
a tremendous backlash against the proposal,
and a public consultation exercise conducted in
the spring of 2003 resulted in 97% opposition
to the proposal.

The initiative was opposed by the mining,

tourism, agriculture, energy, trapping, outdoor
recreation, and First Nations interests.

Nevertheless, the Working Forest enabling
legislation was introduced on the last day of the
spring 2003 session of the Legislature, and
passed, in the form of Bill 46, Amendments to
the Land Act, in the fall of 2003. But since that
time, there have been no reports that cabinet
has in fact taken any action under the new
legislation.

Then, quietly, just before the BC Day
holiday weekend, the Minister announced that
the proposal was to be modified. He indicated
that the allocation of Crown Lands would revert
to the previous system; it would once again be
done through the long-standing LRMP
planning system.

He did not, however, indicate that the
legislation would be repealed. There was also
no indication that the Forest Land Reserve
designation will be reinstituted.

Analysis and Speculation
Reading the entrails, this move could be looked
at as a response by the government to public
opposition to the Working Forest scheme. But
as late as August 2003, Minister Hagen
indicated that he felt this opposition was mostly
the result of poor communications. At that
time, he also indicated that the initiative would
also cover not only the 45 million hectares of
Crown land that was forested, but also a further
32 million hectares that was not.

Since there is no indication that Bill 46 is to
be repealed, the Cabinet’s authority to make
deals for Crown forest land is still in place. But
it would appear that the Forests Ministry may
have regained some of its former authority over
land use decisions.

The new announcement has not attracted
much attention, and it could be just the same
policy in new clothes. But the Minister did
emphasize that the LRMP process would be
continued, not ‘wrapped up’, as previously
indicated. Local input into land use planning
would continue.

It is possible that the government has
backed off the idea that Crown land is the
possession of the provincial government and
can be used to make deals with private
enterprise, and has realized that it is in fact held
in trust for the people of BC and that any
disposition of it must be done by fair, and
transparent due process. ✐

Simon Fraser University earth scientist Diana
Allen is among six scientific and industry
experts on an advisory panel that has helped
the provincial government develop a new
regulation to protect BC’s drinking water.

‘Walkerton was an eye opener for British
Columbia,’ says Allen, a groundwater resources
expert and chair of SFU’s earth sciences
department. Six people died when a complex
array of factors, unique to the Walkerton
situation, led to fatal contamination of the
town’s drinking water supply. The provincial
government has been working proactively for
the last decade to make sure that one of those
factors—improper well construction and
wellhead protection—doesn’t cause similar
drinking water tragedies in BC

Prior to BC’s new Ground Water Protection
regulation, there were neither standards in BC
governing well construction nor any
requirement that well drillers and well pump
installers be certified. BC is the last province to
bring in such regulation. Approximately
750,000 British Columbians (20% of the
population), mostly in the Fraser Valley, the BC
interior, on the east coast of Vancouver Island
and the Gulf Islands, rely on wells in
groundwater-fed aquifers for their drinking

water supply. ‘We still don’t have a handle on the
total number of wells in BC, which is reportedly
at least 100,000, because reporting of this
information is not mandatory, reports Allen

BC’s Ministry of Water, Land and Air
Protection, and the British Columbia Ground
Water Association, which represents drillers,
well pump installers, and industry
professionals, led the push for the new
regulation. Some aquifers—permeable
geological material that supplies groundwater
to wells—are at risk of contamination from
agriculture, industry, and residential
development. ‘Improper well construction
appears to be linked to incidents of well water
contamination from fecal coliform,’ Allen.
notes.

The government is introducing the Ground
Water Protection Regulation in three phases.
The first phase will take effect November 1,
2004 with registration of qualified well drillers
and well pump installers. Starting November 1,
2005, all wells, whether for single domestic,
industrial, irrigation or multiple supply of
water, must be properly capped. Newly
constructed wells must be sealed, and if
unused, then deactivated or closed, according
to the new standards. ✐

New ground water regulation to
help protect drinking water

Dealing with Government XXI—Mission Statement
Patrick Brown

O
ne of the chief tools of management
nowadays, in both the public and private
sectors, is something called the ‘Mission

Statement.’ This is a short sentence designed to
express and encapsulate the purpose of an
organization or program, in such a way that it
will be absolutely clear to everyone concerned
just what they are trying to do. It has a second
purpose: to enable an independent observer to
determine whether or not that purpose has been
achieved. The mission statement is thus
supposed to communicate clearly to persons
both inside and outside the organization.

The term ‘mission’ has, over the years,
morphed from a statement of religious purpose
to one of war. A ‘statement’ has evolved from a
simple, clear declaration to a prime instrument
of obfuscation.

Nevertheless, it is sometimes possible to
divine from the words employed what is actually
intended, whether or not this is clearly stated. It
is then sometimes possible to determine the
sincerity of the statement by examining the
resources that have been dedicated to its
accomplishment.

An Old Mission Statement
Take, for example, the original mission
statement for BC Ferries.

‘The British Columbia Ferry Corporation is
dedicated to satisfying its customers’ needs for
safe, efficient, effective and reliable ferry
transportation services. As a publicly owned
Crown corporation, BC Ferries facilitates the
social and economic development of the
province.’

Well, there are some clear and measurable
objectives there. ‘Safe’ means ‘safe’, not risky in
any way. ‘Efficient’ means that the objectives are
accomplished without unnecessary effort or
expenditures. ‘Effective’ means that however the
ferry transportation is accomplished, it actually
fulfills the need. ‘Reliable’ means that you can
depend on it—and over the years, depending on
the route, ferry users have learned what ‘on time’
means. As far as ‘facilitate social and economic
development of the province’ it’s clear that the
Ferry corporation had to have some idea of what
that development might mean, and provide for
it. It’s that broad responsibility towards the
customers and the province that made it, very
logically, a Crown corporation.

This is an example of what has been termed a
‘multiple bottom line’—the organization is
supposed to accomplish a number of things
simultaneously, and its success is measured by

THE MISSION, please turn to page 11
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Readers’ Letters

John Campbell
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Salt Spring Island

When The Party’s Over
Dear Editor:
The discussion over the lifting of the offshore oil and gas
moratorium in British Columbia has filled our airwaves,
newspapers, and community halls over the last year. But
one important issue has received little attention in all the
debate: what happens when the drilling stops?

Both sides can agree that if we see drilling on our coast,
eventually the oil and gas will run out. What happens then
to the platforms, pipes, and cables? Would they be left in
place, partially dismantled, or cleaned up and whisked
away? And who would be responsible for dealing with this
infrastructure? For a glimpse of what could await the Queen
Charlotte Islands, and potentially other regions of our coast,
we need only look at what is currently happening in Eastern
Canada. 

When Canada’s first offshore oil project (the Cohasset
Panuke oil field near Sable Island, Nova Scotia) was given
the go ahead only 14 years ago, the company involved
promised to clean up after the project came to an end.
However, the current owner, EnCana Corporation, is now
trying to convince regulators that removing 25 km of pipes
and cables (nearly 3,000 tons of material) would cause
more harm than good.

When we debate whether or not to lift the moratorium in
BC waters, we’re talking about bringing drilling rigs, and the
entire infrastructure that goes with them, to a fragile part of
our coast about which we know little. Lifting the
moratorium means putting the protection of our coastline,
whose natural beauty supports a critical and growing part of
our economy, into the hands of an industry that sees no
problem in turning its back on a promise and leaving a
scarred seascape behind. 

Before we can even consider lifting the moratorium, we
need to understand the impact of the whole cycle—from
exploration to dismantling of infrastructure. Instead of
wondering if the oil and gas companies will renege on
promises or make decisions that put profit ahead of the
environment, we should instead invest our collective energy
into a future that will bring prosperity to our communities
for the long-term without sacrificing the environment of
beautiful British Columbia. Contrary to what is being
presented, offshore oil and gas is not the only way to bolster
the economy; in fact, whether it would provide any long-
term benefits to the province is a point of much contention.
New opportunities exist—from expanded eco-tourism to
wind energy development—and we should be pursuing
these rather than one that brings with it high risk and
questionable reward.

Look towards Nova Scotia for a view of the future—is that
what we want for our province? 

Christianne Wilhelmson, Georgia Strait Alliance

Ignoring The Community
Dear Editor:
Both Wayne Wright and Em Round, Pender’s Local Trust
Committee trustees, voted for the 2nd Reading of the Driftwood
proposal, and LTC chairperson Gisele Rudischer (from Gabriola
Island) voted against it. 

Voting for the proposal, in the face of overwhelming
opposition by the community, was in my opinion, anti-
democratic and extremely short-sighted in terms of what the
future of Pender Island should look like. This was not what the
trusteeship of the Islands was set out to be. Why hold a public
hearing where submission after submission, both oral and
written went against the proposal if those are then ignored in the
final decision? I asked Wayne Wright if he intended to disregard
the letters he received on the basis that some were ‘form’ letters?
(I point out that form letters if dated and signed with bona fide
signatures are as legal as other letters.) His answer was ‘If I was
going to ignore the letters and I’m not saying I will, I would
ignore them on both sides, that’s how fair I am.’ But it is not fair
if the letters on one side far outnumber those on the other. The
letters are expressions of the community’s feelings on the
matter.

The arguments against the development were cogent. When
a development involves a change of zoning, especially from rural

(farming) to non rural, there must be some major community
benefit for such a change. This was not shown to most people’s
satisfaction. 

In a legal ruling on the change in residential subdivision from
three acres to one-and-a-half a couple of years ago I believe that
the same trustees, who won their point to increase the density,
were told that it was contingent on water resources. Though that
ruling was not about zone changing, water is a big contingency
and water resources have not been proven in the Driftwood
Village proposal—at least nobody has said so when directly
asked.

Mainly, I am upset by the disregard of community concerns
shown by the trustees in the second reading of the bylaw The
decision should not have been made before the completion of
the Official Community Plan. The current community plan does
not address these issues, that’s why we need a new one. 

The density of population on this Island does impact me, it
does impact my property, and many people publicly opposed
this development which asks so much and gives so little. It is a
bad precedent. The community was consulted and the
community by and large said ‘no.’ 

Wilma Riley, Pender Island

Can We Trust the Islands Trust on
Mayne Island?

Dear Editor:
I have to rub my eyes to believe what is happening.

Is it possible that the Islands Trust has taken a bylaw
amendment (LUB amendment 132) to first reading after a
meeting on June 26 when we were assured that nothing further
would happen about this until the August 28th meeting?

Is it true that well over fifty letters have been written to the
Islands Trust opposing the proposed development, and none
have been answered?

Is it true that if this bylaw passes, it opens the door to strata
condominium development in all C2 visitor accommodation
zoning? This is the Mayne Inn, the Springwater Lodge, Marisol
Village, the Blue Vista Motel, and the 10-acre Bennett parcel
adjacent to Miner’s Bay Park?

This should not be treated as some mere amendment to a
land use bylaw. This is a radical change to land use on this Island
and will have an enormous impact on every Island resident.
Each one of us should consider how the changes of this increased
density would affect us.

The Island’s Trust is funded by our tax dollars and we have a
right to demand democratic process! We cannot allow this to
happen without full community consultation. The time to get
involved is now.

Don McDougall, Mayne Island

Christianity Threatened
Dear Editor:
I had recently written Island Tides a check and a congratulation
on your good work on local, national, and international politics.
Also the environmental issues which threaten us all, rich and
poor alike. Then something told me to read your latest issue (Vol
16, Nº12) more carefully. And there I found ‘Revelation:
Christianity Not to be Viewed Historically’ by Peter Carter. 

I will not comment on the contents of the article except to the
extent that Mr Carter has a personal prejudice against
Christianity. This is not an unusual stance today but you must
remember when you publish works of this type you threaten the
beliefs of many of your readers—but perhaps not enough in your
estimation, to threaten your subscription list. I will withhold my
check until Mr Carter contacts me, at which time I will present
alternative sources of information which will refute the book’s
author and hopefully Mr Carter’s mistaken beliefs.

James Paterson, Mayne Island

Let’s See Al Jazeera
Dear Editor:
Shaw Cable’s recent decision not to give a slot to Al Jazeera and
the CRTC’s decision to put restrictions on what AJ runs is simply
proof to me that the Canadian Establishment is running true to
form. The whole matter has become what should be another
embarrassing absurdity to Canadians. Certainly, it is another
effort to inhibit our learning what is really happening in the
trouble spots of the world—particularly in Iraq.

Having resided and worked in that part of the world, (Iran
and the Emirates); and having read a great deal about the area;
and having followed Al Jazeera since it came on line, I cannot

PENDER ISLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Pender Island Public Library is requesting
proposals for contracts to provide the following services
for the 12-month period beginning Oct. 1, 2004.
Proposals must be submitted in writing no later than
Sept. 15, 2004.

1. COMPUTER SYSTEMS MAINTENANCE & SERVICE
a. Upgrading and monitoring our computer hardware 

and software
b. Weekly remote backup of all data
c. Communicating and reporting to the Computer 

Committee of the Board
d. Providing on-call service for emergencies.

2. LIBRARY BUILDING CLEANING & RELATED DUTIES
This includes weekly cleaning of bathrooms and 
kitchen; vacuuming carpets; washing, waxing and 
polishing vinyl floors; dusting; cleaning windows; etc.

For detailed information, please pick up a handout at
the checkout desk of the library.

The lowest or any bid may not necessarily be accepted.

LETTERS, please turn to facing page

Help for Gulf Islanders
stranded by ferries (or life)
Patricia Fitzgerald
The Victoria Human Exchange Society rents nine houses as
crisis housing of a temporary nature for low-income men and
women with an assortment of needs.

Stranded Gulf Islanders can sometimes be accommodated at
one of the Sidney houses at a charge of $10 a night. However, we
cannot always oblige because the houses are sometimes full.
Also we ask that people do not call if they have been partying.
Liquor or the recent use thereof is not permitted in the VHES
houses. Another consideration is that the houses are set up for
the use of single people, men and women in separate houses—
we have little appropriate space for couples. Sometimes we can
put a mat on the floor for a second person.

If you need accommodation, it is necessary to call the Society
pager from a phone that we can respond to—not a pay phone.
We have recently had calls from payphones at the ferry terminal
and had no way to respond. If you are genuinely stranded and
have little money, we may be able to help. You can go to the ferry
terminal office and ask them to make the call for you. We can
also respond to a cell phone number. 

VHES thanks those who have left donations over and above
the $10 charge. These houses are very difficult to fund and every
little bit helps. Because impoverished people have a fixed
income, we never raise the rent, which is $325 a month
inclusive. Donations to VHES may be sent to the address below.
A tax receipt will be sent promptly.

For those in need of longer term accommodation, VHES has
vacancies for monthly renters at our women’s houses but none
at the men’s houses. To make enquiries please contact us
through the pagers.

In Greater Victoria, the pager to call is: 361-2762  or outside
Victoria: 1-800-691-9366. In the Southern Gulf Islands phone
539-5310. ✐
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Restoration of all exterior and interior wood 
surfaces: log homes, wood siding, 
decks, shake and shingle roofs. 
Rot replacement structural repairs. 
N a t u r a l o i l w o o d f i n i s h . 
E n v i r o - f r i e n d l y p r o d u c t s . 

Protect & enhance your most valuable assets. 

Ph: 604.837.8866 
Fax: 604.731.3523 

roger@woodwizards.biz 
http://www.woodwizards.biz www.woodwizards.biz

AAvvaannttii  AArrttiiffaaccttss
113300  EEaasstt  PPooiinntt  RRooaadd,,  SSaattuurrnnaa  IIssllaanndd

Rare Maps, Books, Musical Instruments &
Ephemerae, Smallish Scientific Instruments,

Northern Artifacts & Blue & Red Willow Dishware

Searches for requested rarities performed with gusto and persistence.

Paul White
225500--553399--99888833  oorr  ppsswwhhiittee@@tteelluuss..nneett

DDeeaannnnaa’’ss  WWooooddwwoorrkkss
������  WWoooodd  DDaallee  DDrriivvee��  MMaayynnee  IIssllaanndd

Handcrafted Shaker and
Canadiana�Style Blanket
and Toy Boxes featuring:
• Dovetail Construction in Solid Pine
• Aromatic Cedar�Lined Blanket 

Box Bottom
• Available in Authentic Milk Paint 

as well as other Earth�Friendly Finishes in a variety of colours
Check out my other fine woodcrafts online
 

Worldwide shipping available

wwwwww

ddeeaannnnaasswwooooddwwoorrkkss

ccoomm
������	�	����� / �����������

CALL WAYNE UNDERHILL TO ORDER YOUR

2005 MERCEDES BENZ ‘SMART’TM CAR

82 MILES/GALLON 3.5 LITRES/100 KILOMETRES

COUPE OR CABRIOLET • DIESEL • AUTOMATIC ABS

1-888-215-1175
wunderhill@threepointmotors.com

THREE POINT MOTORS

VICTORIA

Thursdays until Aug 26
Summer Reading Program at the Pender Library—theme
this year is ‘Anything Can Happen–When You Read!’—small
children should bring an adult lap to sit on • Pender Library •
2–3pm • Info: Merry Hallsor 250-629-2034 • ON PENDER

ISLAND

Saturdays until Sept 4
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great food,
listen to music and support the local economy;  a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 11am–3pm • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, August 14
Galiano Wine Festival
2004—taste wines from around
the world, plus a special focus
this year on local wines and
cheeses; raffle for fine wines,
silent auction; plan your trip
now—the ferries are loaded on
Wine Festival day • Lions Park,
Burrill Road • 1–4pm • Tickets,
$30, Ken Smith at 250-539-3506 or islandtime@gulfislands.com •
Info: www.galianoisland.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, August 14 & 15
Coombs Fair—4-H & open
displays: animal, arts &
crafts, domestic science and
horticulture and more; check
out the blacksmithing,

spinning & weaving, beekeeping & master gardening demos; don't
miss the Mt. Arrowsmith Vaulting Club displays of gymnastics on
a moving Percheron horse!; live music, games, food, and fun for
the whole family • Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford Road, behind the
Coombs General Store • SAT: August 14, 8am–6pm, SUN: August
15, 8am–5pm • Tickets at the gate • Info: Janet Boley
250–752–9757 • IN COOMBS, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Sunday, August 22
‘Arts on the Avenue’ 6th Annual Street Arts Festival—
juried arts and fine crafts one-day show and sale of more than 35
artists; live entertainment all day, artist demos; enjoy Ladysmith's
Centennial celebrations too • First Avenue at Roberts Street, short
drive from Crofton • 10am-4pm • Info: 250-245-0668 or
www.ladysmithcofc.com/artscouncil • IN LADYSMITH,
VANCOUVER ISLAND

Thurs, August 26 till
Mon, Sept 6
Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival—live
and affordable! over 200 comedy, drama, and
dance performances from around the world;
FringeKids Fest in Market Square, Sat Aug 28
11 am–4 pm • Various venues in downtown
Victoria • Tickets and Info: 250-383-2691,
www.victoriafringe.com • IN VICTORIA

Saturday, August 28
Pender Islands Fall Fair—all the fun of the Penders' Annual
Fair: parade, exhibits, entertainment, food, booths, displays,
games, beer garden, dinner and dance with a great band—this
year's theme: 'Come Grow With Us—Buy Local’ with guest speaker
Derek Masselink • Pender Island Community Hall • Gates open
10:30am, parade 11am, Fair in full swing 11:30am • Entry
catalogues available at the Saturday Farmers Market and usual
outlets, 50¢ per entry • Early Registration Deadline August 21 •
Admission: Adults $5, 5-16 years $1, Under 5 years FREE. Info:
Dianne Allison 250-629-3372 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, Sept 4 
Labour Day Weekend 7th Annual
Jazz Dance—an island tradition featuring
the Incomparable Lloyd Arntzen and his
Three Generations of Jazz, cash bar •
Community Hall • 8:30–11:30pm •
Admission $20 • Info: (overnight
accommodation available on request) 250-
539-9883/4,  jazzbeau@telus.net • ON
SATURNA ISLAND 

Saturday, Sept 4
The Saturna  Arts and Concert Society Fall Fundraiser—
silent and live auction with host and MC Terry David Mulligan,
star of TV and Screen and host of Much Music; many exciting
items in auction • The Stonehouse, 205 Narvaez Bay Road •
2–5pm • Tickets $10, includes glass of wine and food! • Info:
Elisabeth McColl, 250-539-5514 or emccoll@intergate.ca •  ON
SATURNA ISLAND

‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10   

LET VISITORS & LOCALS KNOW
ABOUT YOUR EVENT

Only $26.75 or  $32.10 with a picture

accept that viewing the channel on TV would corrupt our tender
little morals. To me, the idea is laughable. In fact, as a reader of
a dozen off-shore papers-on-line, I have found Al Jazeera a bit
bland, from time to time. However, their journalists—all Arab-
speaking—are usually right there, at the scene; and what they
have to report is usually backed up by our Western media, one
way or another—though often at a later date.

Keith E Leal, Pincher Creek

Ecological Disaster Facing BC’s
Interior Forests

Dear Editor:
Mountain Pine Beetle Will Kill 80% of Marketable Trees By
2008. The Ministry of Forests knew in 2001 that BC was facing
a mountain pine beetle epidemic. In a bulletin dated November
2, 2001, Minister de Jong is quoted as stating ‘This forest health
emergency threatens the jobs and livelihoods of communities all
across the North and Interior.’

When this bulletin was issued 600,000 hectares in BC were
infested by the mountain pine beetle. Three years later, 7–9
million hectares are infested (70–90,000 sq km). To get an idea
of size, Vancouver Island is about 32,000 square kilometres.

We are trying to bring attention to this problem and identify
it as one of the most serious, if not the most serious, problem BC
will face in the near future. We see no evidence that the Premier
has identified this as a problem that requires province-spanning
attention.

We want planning to start now on identifying the size and
impact that the devastation will have on the people of BC. Not
just in the forestry sector but in tourism, revenue, our cities and
towns, jobs, the economy, air quality, fish and wildlife, as almost
every aspect of life will be changed in the affected areas, which
will in turn impact all of BC.

We think that forestry and the way of life as we know know it
in the Interior will undergo dramatic change in five to ten years.
We see the potential dislocation of thousands of people as
forestry jobs and all the jobs that depend on forestry and the
forests disappear.

What is happening in the interior will affect BC for at least
50-75 years into the future—the length of time it will take to
regrow the forests. It is probably to late to save the current
lodgepole pine forest base in the Interior but decisions have to be
made on how to deal with this impact, especially on the people

who live and work in the Interior.
The current Provincial Bark Beetle Co-ordinator who was

assigned responsibility to oversee the strategic plan is located in
Vanderhoof. The current Ministry of Forests organizational
chart shows this individual reports to a District Manager who
reports to a Regional Manager who reports to an Assistant
Deputy Minister who reports to a Deputy Minister who reports
to the Minister. At least five levels down in the chain of
command and located away from mainstream decision-making
centres. We do not call this ‘high level’ attention to the problem.

We think the problem is big enough and serious enough to
have a separate ministerial portfolio created with a separate
minister in charge. This minister should have the authority to
take whatever resources are needed from other ministries to deal
with the problem.

Forests Minister de Jong’s actions to date don’t qualify him to
do what is needed. He is still cutting staff in his ministry. We
need an outspoken minister who has sole responsibility and the
power to deal with the problem. We think this new minister
should have at least equivalent status to those in Health,
Finance, and Education.

We don’t want the forest companies to be in charge of this
problem. They should be part of the solution but not in charge of
the solution. They simply have too great a short-term financial
interest in the outcome. The best outcome for the forest industry
may not be the best outcome for BC.

Our overriding concern is that there is an election early next
year. To appoint a new minister now would highlight the current
government’s actions or inactions in dealing with the problem. It
would give the opposition tremendous leverage. So it is likely
that nothing will be done before the election. After the election,
if the commitment is there, we still see four to six months to get
things going. Even longer if there is a change in government.

We see nothing being done for at least another year. Another
2 million hectares of forest will be infested by then. We are
starting to run out of forest to infest.

We can’t afford to wait another year. Action must start now. 
The Burnaby Coffee Crew

Ed Note: The Burnaby Coffee Crew, an ad hoc group of seniors
researching and discussing BC issues can be contacted at
intervu@telus.net. ✐

LETTERS from previous page

One of Canada’s finest reed players and vocalists—Lloyd
Arntzen of Vancouver and Victoria—will be playing at the
annual Jazz Dance on Saturna on the Labour Day weekend.
Lloyd has a family line that inherits talent in their genes, and
his ‘Three Generations of Jazz’ includes his highly skilled
keyboard artist and son Tom, as well as Tom’s remarkable
clarinet and tenor saxophone progeny—Lloyd’s grandson Evan.

Lloyd is Saskatchewan born and raised and writes prose—
including prose that says a paddlewheeler called the Whipoorwill
lost its bearings on a trip up-river from New Orleans to St Louis
because of a great water outwash at the headwaters of the
Mississippi from torrential rains; the rains then brought the boat
and its Jazz Band to Bad Lake, Saskatchewan. It inspired Lloyd
with happy music and set him on an outstanding career. I ask
myself, from time to time, ‘Is that really true?’ but Lloyd—a
taciturn Norwegian—lets his essay be judged by his readers.
Saskatchewan currents run deep but Lloyd is a strong swimmer
and now a great veteran of classic jazz.

Lloyd’s credentials are beyond reproach: a fine voice and
passion for his genre, leading with marvelous reed work. He is a
rare player who plays soprano sax with intensity and focus—
and in tune on every note. With his son and grandson, who also
stand on solid jazz bases, they provide joy and satisfaction in
their performance.

The band is well received everywhere, and we’re fortunate
that they accepted booking for this year’s Jazz Dance—they have
been widely recognized by patrons and award-givers for
musicianship. The Jazz Dance has become a Saturna tradition
and has presented the best classic jazz players to the Island. It is
a philanthropic exercise, free of government grants and high
ticket prices—the sole backer is the presenter.

Jazz is happy music and the blues cheer the departed as well
as the live ones who enjoy the good old stomps, rags and
ballads. I was reminded of this when I searched in my basement,
for records to publicize this year’s concert. To findproper files, I
moved my collection of trumpets, bugles and cornets, which I
have reported as 30 horns. They had eachplayed music long ago,
and were both happy and naughty in the storage space—because
they now number 40, bearing undeniable tribute to the fertile
joys of musical entertainment.

Musicians are to be heard, applauded, and paid. That will
happen on Saturna on Labour Day Saturday night. Try it—we
know you’ll like it—but no hanky panky in the storage room.

For more information on the dance, see ad on page 9 and
‘What’s On’ on this page.✐

‘Three Generations of
Jazz’ to visit Saturna 
Paul S. White

MMaarrcciiaa  DDeeVViiccqquuee
GGllaassss  WWoorrkkss
FFuunnccttiioonnaall  &&  IInnssppiirraattiioonnaall  

AArrtt  GGllaassss  
New Galiano Studio & Gallery 
9840 Porlier Pass Road, at Ganner Drive 

Friday–Monday, or by Appointment

250-539-5051, 250-598-5888 devicque@shaw.ca
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OCEANFRONT LOTSOCEANFRONT LOTS
PENDER ISLAND

SATURNA ISLAND

Brian Harris - Dave Cochlan
604-664-7630

www.landquest.com

Start your dream. Contact us today.
1.866.466.3535  •  www.maplehomes.com

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.

We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots 
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages  
• 35 years of industry experience   
• financing, builder and warranty programs

August Summer Sale on now !

LibertyPrentice

Exceptional quality.
Outstanding value.

dennis moore

m.a. i .b.c.

d . h . m o o r e  /  a r c h i t e c t

2 5 0 - 4 7 2 - 1 8 5 8

Rescued seal pup numbers up ~ Jeff Lederman

Last year our small centre, Island Wildlife on Salt Spring Island,
rescued more Harbour Seal pups in one summer than any other
marine mammal centre in the world. This summer we have
already surpassed last July’s total by 50%. If this keeps up, as I am
sure it will, we will have rescued 150 orphaned seal pups by this
fall, the end of pupping season. 

The reasons as to why so many pups are in need of rescue are
many and hard to pinpoint. However, this year the average
weights that we are admitting
are lower than any previous year,
indicating that perhaps mothers
are in worse physical shape and
of lower weight themselves. This
summer 38% of our pups were
admitted at 15 pounds or less as
opposed to last year’s 22%.
Normal birth weight for a
Harbour Seal pup is 22 to 24
pounds. Clearly, these are pups
in a desperate situation when
they are rescued. 

This summer, we are also
seeing an increase in the number
of female pups versus male pups.
This could be another significant
indicator of trouble in the
oceans. When seal mothers are of good health and good weight
they have more of a tendency to give birth to male offspring. A
male gives her the best chance of spreading her healthy genetics
and the investment in raising the pup is more worthwhile. When
mothers are not in as good health or are lower in weight from poor

foraging she may tend to give birth to a female.
We have also seen a large increase in premature pup births.

More often than not, a mother seal will not invest her physical
resources in raising what could be an unhealthy or compromised
baby. The wildlife centre however has great success with these
immune compromised pups, providing that intervention or rescue
is quick enough. Many things can lead to an increase in premature
births, pollution and viruses ranking high in possible causes.

Pup Rescue Example
Dying on a beach in Parksville, a
beleaguered pup, pictured here,
was found and reported to the
Vancouver Aquarium by two
separate resorts. One resort was
told by the Aquarium to leave the
pup alone, its mother would be
back for it. The other was told that
the Aquarium would pick up the
seal in the morning. Neither
happened, and now this pup is
receiving life saving care at Island
Wildlife Natural Care Centre on
Salt Spring Island. 

The condition of the pup is
extremely critical; it arrived
severely dehydrated with a highly

elevated white cell count indicating a systemic infection. It was also
about 6 pounds under birthweight. This pup had not seen its
mother for probably 10 agonizing days. Hopefully she and the
many others we care for will survive.✐

Photo: Island Wildlife Centre

Harbour Seal Pup found dying on the beach in Parksville.

Planning Paradise? ~ Derek Masselink

I
n W.P. Kinsella’s book ‘Shoeless Joe,’ Ray Kinsella receives a
communiqué via his cornfield, ‘Build it and they will come.’
He listens and builds a baseball field on his debt-ridden Iowa

farm ensuring the arrival of his dream team, the scandalous 1919
Chicago White Sox, and the survival of his farmstead. Here on the
Gulf Islands we seem to be following similar advice. 

Unlike the situation described in the book the advice is borne
not by ethereal, cornfield whispers but by the hot breath of a
bullish real estate market, hungry for the quiet communities and
Edenesque environments found along our fair shores. In both
situations, heeding the suggestion results in absolute and total
transformation. For Ray Kinsella the change is a positive one.
Here, well—the jury is still out. Depending on your perspective the
current real estate boom may be a boon or a bust. What’s certain
is that it will change our paradise forever.

On Pender Island properties listed at the local realty office are
plastered with fresh crimson ‘sold’ stickers. Real estate,
particularly waterfront, is moving like never before. Local trades
people are swamped with work. Land owners impatient to start
building are forced to bring in contractors and work crews from
off-island. Stores are hopping and our market is full of fresh
visitors. Its boom time! And the attention we’ve received through
advertisements and articles prominently displayed in the Globe
and Mail and MacLean’s depicting tastefully appointed,
exquisitely catered recreational developments placed in a benign
Mediterranean-like setting that is quite simply to die for hasn’t
hurt us either. It’s hard imagining why anyone would want to live
anywhere else.

But while the boom may be good for some it is not so good for
others, particularly for those with seasonal or limited incomes.
With property prices and property taxes taking off, island living is

becoming increasingly expensive. According to the Victoria Real
Estate Board, last year the average price for a non-waterfront,
single family home was around $350,000, surpassing Greater
Victoria’s average by just over $25,000. This year the average will
be significantly higher. 

These high prices are having an impact on the demographics of
the islands forcing young families and/or those with limited
incomes to seek more affordable pastures. Research suggests that
many of those who are now buying into our market are either
nearing or entering their sunset years with a sizeable nest egg, or
alternatively retreating from more expensive parts of North
America having made enough through sale of their assets there to
afford property here. 

People with money appear to be moving here in droves. What’s
so surprising about that? On the surface, not much. The place is
idyllic. It has a lovely climate; a relaxed easy going atmosphere;
and it’s relatively safe and quiet. All of these reasons seem, well,
reasonable—perhaps too reasonable. If we look around North
America, Europe, and beyond, we find that small, beautiful
communities and places similar to ours—those with healthy,
benign environments, and stable governments—ultimately attract
the suffocating attention of developers and well-meaning
wannabe residents. The fact is that we seem to have a deep, almost
pathological, desire for small, benign, and beautiful rural regions—
places that have achieved some sort of balance that is missing from
most of the environs we come from.

More and more of our increasingly urbanized home
communities—the places many of us escaped from—have
succumbed to the demands of the marketplace. They are actively
engaged in what can only be described as a form of prostitution,
subordinating the interests and concerns of the citizens to the
needs and desires of the market. As a direct consequence these
places are fast becoming large, heartless, soulless, amorphous,
ultimately unhealthy places to be. Why would you want to
continue living in them if you don’t have too? 

Any sane person considering this situation will recognize that
something is terribly wrong with our society. They might even go
so far as to suggest that something should be done about it. But
what? Unfortunately, it is a large, complicated problem; far too big
and ‘crinkly’ for us to agree on much less get our heads around. So,
instead of trying to address it or at least understand it better, we do
what we as a species do best—we avoid it. And we do this by
climbing into planes, trains and automobiles like neo-Columbuses
in order to discover places that have not yet been tainted by the
free market—places that still have character and integrity. And by
doing this—by seeking respite from our non-communities—we
ultimately destroy that which we so desperately desire.

So if we are all guilty of this, which I believe we are—myself
included, what can we do? 

Here in the Gulf Islands, containing some of North America’s
most sought-after real estate, we are faced with a formidable
challenge. The experts I’ve talked to offer very little in the way of
hope, stating that in the absence of a market correction property
and house prices will continue to escalate.  In the words of Patrick
Condon, UBC’s James Taylor Chair in Landscape and Liveable
Environments ‘[Ultimately] the middle class is screwed. And if
they are screwed the poor are really screwed.’

Community Plans—Essential for
Managing Islands’ Development

While we may not be able to keep property prices low there are a
number of planning tools that if properly applied can be used to
mitigate the more damaging effects of the bullish realty market
and the development it encourages. Tools such as development
rights or density transfers, restrictive development and building
guidelines, affordable housing measures, covenants, and land
trusts can be employed to control or at least steer development.
But while these can be effective they are best applied within the
context of a carefully crafted, thoroughly discussed and accepted
community plan.

Truth is, if done right, community plans, like business plans,
9801 Spalding Road, Pender Island, BC 888-512-POET (7638) www.poetscove.com

et blissful at the Spa, with raindrop therapy or a sea clay massage behind the veil of a 10-metre waterfall.  

Emerge from your reverie to indulge in West Coast cuisine and the perfect wine at Aurora Restaurant. At Syrens,

share some Tapas – like garlic prawns, samosas, or naan pizza – while Jack and Lefty set the mood on mandolin and

guitar. And if you just can’t tear yourself away, consider owning a vacation residence of your own at Poets Cove. 

We invite you to visit our website to find out more. 

G 

The Poet’s Guide 
toRelaxation 

The Poet’s Guide 
toRelaxation 
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GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

320 Mary Street, Victoria                   (250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes 

www.jakobsenassociates.comK eit h  Ja ko b sen

 6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

Photo: Brian Haller

Quilt walk—busloads of quilters from Victoria and Parksville joined locals and visitors at Mayne Island’s ‘Blowing In The Wind’ quilt exhibition on July 24.

‘Group of 30’ Reach 30 ~ Bill Shermbrucker and Priscilla Ewbank

On Saturday, July 31, the David Elford Holding Company (or
‘Group of Thirty’ or ‘Dirty Thirty’) celebrated the thirtieth
anniversary of the purchase of their gulf-side property on
Saturna.

Mary and Tony Green, Bryan and Sharon Dixon, the Tipples,
and Tom Moore were looking for land in the Gulf Islands to have
a place to leave the city for—they never intended to be a ‘back to
the land group.’ On a rainy day in March 1974 the long-haired
bunch met with the realtor on the 300-acre Newell property who
waved vaguely at what he perceived to be the boundaries. The
group bought 300 acres, a stone chimney left from the Newell
house and a shack with a rope hanging from the rafters. They
paid $500 dollars down and the owner carried the mortgage for
$70 dollars an acre. 

Graeme Bregani and Barb Tinglin were the first members to
move over full
time. Thirty
shares are what
the group
began with and
are what they
have now. The
first thing that
the group did
together within
the first year
was to build a
c o m m u n a l
‘long house’ in
the old meadow
and orchard
facing the sea.
(This fine
edifice burnt
down a couple
of years ago due to someone’s negligence.) 

Many of the original share members are here in the
community, some bought their own places on Saturna and
moved right over, many stayed with the company, gradually
building. Original member Mary Green says some of the
happiest times were spent in the meadow, camping with
member families and all of their kids throughout the summer
months. Over the years, the individual members have given lots
of time and energy to our larger community of Saturna. 

So this celebration of 30 members, 300 acres, and 30 years
was a celebration for Saturna Community, also. Seventy
members and guests came for the salmon barbecue, and many
Islanders, including the Saturna Oystercatchers ball team, took
up the invitation to join in and danced late into the night to the
irresistible music of the band Voyager from Vancouver Island.
Organiser Peggy Warren said, ‘It was the best thing we’ve done
in years.’

The celebration took place in the group’s new Long House
completed for the occasion. It was designed by architect Tony
Green, and built by communal work parties under the

supervision of architect Tom Moore (who gave up his vacation
for the purpose). Once Barry Crooks’ was able to supply the large
posts and beams required, the Long House was erected with a
speed that surprised many people driving by. Digital pictures of
the work were printed by Rick Tipple and arranged on the pump
house wall by Anne Paxton. The display gave the crews a vivid
sense of their daily progress. ‘It was amazing to see some of the
same aging people who built the original Long House in 1974
working together to hoist a twenty-four foot fir beam seven feet
up into the air, and things like that,’ said group president Bryan
Dixon. The younger generation of Moores and Greens and their
friends were up on the rafters, expertly nailing down the
strapping. By Friday 5:30pm it was ‘down tools’ for the more
than two dozen members and friends who had participated, and
the framework was ready for Trevor Morris to install the metal

roofing. The
MVM award
( M o s t
V a l u a b l e
Monkey) went
to member
Brad Hunter
from Boston
who spent his
v a c a t i o n
c l i m b i n g
around high in
the trusses,
truing the roof.

Meanwhile
Trevor Morris
had arranged
for Barry
Crooks to
recycle the old

culvert that was removed for the Salmon Enhancement project
and install it in the ground as a liner for a new outhouse; art
student Alison Moore and her mother Margaret spent many
hours creating a bright internal decor of van Gogh sunflowers.

Next morning it was down to serious business, with a board
meeting, commencing with an eye-opening presentation on
water by Dr. Brian Dixon-Warren of the Saturna Groundwater
Protection Committee. 

At the end of the meeting, wait-list members Athena George
and David Cheslow from Salt Spring completed their purchase of
a share in the group, and happily announced their intention to be
married soon in the new Long House. 

The Green’s children—grown up now—say, ‘you can sell
anything, Dad and Mom, but not the Saturna property.’ The
group’s kids are proud of their parents and their decision to buy
the land on Saturna. Tony Green says, ‘We were young, we didn’t
know what we were doing.’ And that is a fine example for their
children who are now about the same age as they were when they
bought the land—life is an adventure!✐

824 Valhalla Place Bowen Island267 Arbutus Reach Gibsons

$1,390,000 $1,107,000 

Waterfront, Gibsons Bluff. One of the 
top view properties on the sunshine 
coast. This 2400 square foot home has 
been totally renovated to international 
standards. This south west facing 
waterfront is sure to impress even the 
most discriminating buyer.

A spectacular brand new home in the exclusive Valhalla 

Estates on Bowen Island, not a drive by only a 20 minute ferry 

ride to West Vancouver.  Gorgeous views with artistic stone 

and glasswork throughout.  Extra large sun drenched patios 

for entertaining, outdoor fireplace, wine bar, media room, and 

top of the line stainless steel appliances.  Includes a new 

home warranty and self contained suite. an outdoor pond, a 

heated two car garage and workshop. Relax in the steam spa 

or the sundecks of this 1/2 acre estate while enjoying views  

of the Howe Sound, Vancouver and Mount Baker. 

Photo: Rick Tipple

‘Group of 30’ members gather outside their new longhouse to
celebrate 30 years of cooperation in innovative Islands’ living. 

Financial Pages Dread August ~ Patrick Brown

R
egular newspaper addicts will have got
used to the fact that the really fascinating
part of the dailies these days is the

financial section. Where the front part of the
paper contains details of mere wars, floods, and
famines, the financial section provides a steady
diet of crime, treachery, and deception. Even the
most respectable of dailies cannot avoid the
morass of commerce; the impression is that of
The National Enquirer with a little less sex, but
with extensive stock market tables to tell the
investor whether he won or lost.

But up to now, the financial pages have not
been known for humour.

August, of course, is supposed to be a quiet
month on the markets, and thus not too much
for the business writers to salivate over. I was
therefore struck by an absolutely heroic effort by
the Globe and Mail on August 2 to make August
exciting and generate that marvellous
combination of speculation and gloom which so
enlivens the financial pages for the rest of the
year.

The question is whether we should take them
seriously.

Low-dread Swooning
Canadian stock markets were closed on August
2, thus giving business journalists even less to
write about than usual. But there’s always the
US. On the ‘Money and Markets’ page, my eye
was caught by the headline ‘Further downside
seen for swooning US stocks.’ ‘Swooning’—
doesn’t that have a sort of ‘Gone with the Wind’
feeling about it? I’m tempted to rush in with
smelling salts.

But it was the subhead that really got me:
‘Level of investor dread not high enough.’ The
reader must ask: ‘How high a level of dread do
they want?’ The quote was from one Tobias
Levkovich, said to be Citigroup Global Markets
Inc’s chief US strategist.

Describing somewhat discouraging
behaviour in the markets over the past six weeks,
Mr. Levkovich notes that even the optimists are
cautious. ‘The bulls still seem to be resistant to
capitulating (sic) on the stock market’s
challenging near-term prospects,’ he explains.

At least I think he explains. Maybe he’s just
trying to come down firmly on both sides. Or

MARKET DREAD, please turn to page 10
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SUMMER HOURS: 

Café: Open 7am–8pm daily
Weekdays: Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am) 

Pub: Open from Noon daily 
Liquor Store: Open 10am–9pm daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

Live Music: August 13/14–Thor & the Thundercats  August 20/21–Cal Batchelor

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (GULF ISLANDS)

WATER TAXI SCHEDULE FOR 2004/2005
The Scholarship
Morning Run

Location Depart Location Arrival
Ganges Harbour 0650 Sturdies Bay 0740
Sturdies Bay 0742 Miners Bay 0750
Miners Bay 0752 Ganges Harbour 0845

Afternoon Run

Location Depart Location Arrival
Ganges Harbour 1630 Sturdies Bay 1720
Sturdies Bay 1722 Miners Bay 1728
Miners Bay 1730 Ganges Harbour 1820

The Graduate
Morning Run

Location Depart Location Arrival
Ganges Harbour 0645 Lyall Harbour 0740
Lyall Harbour 0742 Port Washington 0805
Port Washington 0807 Ganges Harbour 0845

Afternoon Run

Location Depart Location Arrival
Ganges Harbour 1630 Port Washington 1710
Port Washington 1712 Lyall Harbour 1745
Lyall Harbour 1747 Ganges Harbour 1845

Passengers are to be at the dock 5 minutes prior to departure.

PENDER ISLANDS BUS
SCHEDULE FOR 2004/2005

GALIANO ISLAND BUS
SCHEDULE FOR 2004/2005

Morning Run 

Location Time
McCaughran’s 7:29 a.m.* 
Bosun/Galleon 7:30 a.m.*
Galleon/Dory Way 7:35 a.m.*
Privateers/Schooner 7:40 a.m.*
Bradley’s/Schooner 7:42 a.m.*
Pender Island School 7:44 a.m.*
Driftwood Center 7:46 a.m.*
Short Rd. 7:47 a.m. *
Mabberley’s 7:51 a.m. **
Corbett Rd. 7:52 a.m. **
Clam Bay/Port Wash 7:56 a.m. **
Port Wash Dock 8:00 a.m.
Callum’s 8:07 a.m.
Grimmer Rd 8:11 a.m.
Ross-Smith Farm 8:16 a.m.
Short Rd 8:17 a.m.
Driftwood Centre 8:18 a.m.
Pender Island School 8:24 a.m.
Ketch/Bosun 8:28 a.m.
Galleon/Bosun 8:30 a.m.
Lee’s 8:31 a.m.
Munroe’s/Galleon 8:33 a.m.
Galleon/Dory 8:35 a.m.
Shoal/Galleon 8:36 a.m.
Dubloon 8:37 a.m.
Schooner/Lagoon Cr 8:39 a.m.
Privateers/Galleon 8:41 a.m.
Buccaneers Rd 8:43 a.m.
Bradley’s/Schooner 8:44 a.m.
Arrive at School 8:46 a.m.
* GISS Schedule
** GISS/Pender Elementary Overlap

Afternoon Run 

Location Time
Leave School 3:25 p.m.
Bradley’s/Schooner 3:28 p.m.
Ball Park 3:29 p.m.
Ketch/Bosun 3:30 p.m.
Galleon/Bosun 3:32 p.m.
Munroe’s/Galleon 3:35 p.m.
Galleon/Dory 3:36 p.m.
Galleon/Shoal 3:37 p.m.
Dubloon 3:39 p.m.
Schooner/Lagoon Cr 3:40 p.m.
Privateers/Galleon 3:42 p.m.
Buccaneers Rd 3:43 p.m.
Pender School 3:50 p.m.
Kids Club 3:52 p.m.
Driftwood Centre 3:54 p.m.
Short Rd. 3:55 p.m.
Ross-Smith Farm 3:56 p.m.
Community Hall 3:57 p.m.
Mabberley’s 3:58 p.m.
Corbett Rd 3:59 p.m.
Clam Bay/Port Wash 4:03 p.m.
Grimmer Road 4:06 p.m.
Callum’s 4:10 p.m.
GISS
Leave Port Wash Dock 5:15 p.m.
Corbett Rd 5:19 p.m.
Mabberley’s 5:20 p.m.
Short Rd. 5:24 p.m.
Driftwood Centre 5:25 p.m.
Pender School 5:28 p.m.
Bradley’s/Schooner 5:30 p.m.
Ball Park 5:31 p.m.
McCaughran’s 5:32 p.m.
Galleon/Bosun 5:33 p.m.
Galleon/Dory Way 5:38 p.m.
Privateers/Schooner 5:42 p.m.

Morning Run 

Location Time
Retreat Cove 7:08 a.m.* 
Film School 7:15 a.m.*
Ganner Rd 7:16 a.m.*
Anderson 7:18 a.m.*
Clanton Road 7:20 a.m.*
Pattison Lane 7:23 a.m.*
Ellis Road 7:25 a.m.*
Montague Turn 7:29 a.m.*
Mabberley Driveway 7:31 a.m.*
New Road 7:31 a.m.*
Arrive Sturdies 7:35 a.m.*
Devina Drive 8:07 a.m.
Ashleigh 8:13 a.m.
Retreat Cove 8:20 a.m.
McClure Rd 8:25 a.m.
Clanton 8:32 a.m.
Log Sort 8:36 a.m.
Ellis Road 8:38 a.m.
Janis Driveway 8:40 a.m.
Maintenance Yard 8:42 a.m.
Moonshadows 8:45 a.m.
Burrill Road 8:48 a.m.
Sturdies Bay 8:50 a.m.
Galiano School 8:55 a.m.
* GISS Schedule

Afternoon Run 

Location Time
Leave School 3:42 p.m.
Taylor Trail 3:45 p.m.
Shopland 3:46 p.m.
Burrill Stop Sign 3:48 p.m.
Janis Driveway 3:52 p.m.
Maintenance Yard 3:54 p.m.
Moonshadows 3:57 p.m.
Ellis Road 3:59 p.m.
Galiano Way 4:01 p.m.
Clanton Road 4:05 p.m.
McClure Rd 4:12 p.m.
Retreat Cove 4:17 p.m.
Ashleigh 4:17 p.m.
Devina Drive 4:32 p.m.
Sturdies 5:04 p.m.
GISS
Leave Sturdies 5:25 p.m.
Georgeson Bayroad/Mont. Hill 5:30 p.m.
Ellis Road 5:34 p.m.
Pattison Lane 5:36 p.m.
Galiano Way 5:37 p.m.
Clanton Rd 5:38 p.m.
Stevens 5:40 p.m.
Film School 5:48 p.m.
Retreat Cove                                5:55 p.m.

Please also refer to the
school district website at
www.sd64.bc.ca for transportation
schedules, school start and end
times and the school calendar for

2004/2005.

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (GULF ISLANDS)

It’s back to school time!
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2004

• GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL 537-9944     
School is open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for registration of new students. Pick up of Student 
Schedule Packages and collection of Student Fees will take place on Thursday, September 2 and 
Friday, September 3 from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The Student Fee is $25 for everyone. 
OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 7 will be early dismissal (9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.).
Principal: Ms Nancy Macdonald

• SALT SPRING ISLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL 537-1159
School will be open August 30 to September 3, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for registration of new students.  
OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 7, will be early dismissal (8:25 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.). 
Principal: Mr. Kevin Vine

Please contact the Principals for the following schools:

• GALIANO SCHOOL Mr. Glenn Goring
539-2261 Office open for registrations September 1, 2 and 3 - 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

First day of school, September 7, students will attend from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.

• MAYNE SCHOOL Mr. Martin Blakesley  
539-2371 Office open for registrations August 24, 25, and 26 - 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

First day of school, September 7, students will attend from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

• PENDER SCHOOL Mr. David Nickoli
629-3711 Office open for registrations September 1, 2 and 3 - 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Opening day only, Tuesday, September 7 will be early dismissal  (8:50 to 10:30 a.m.).
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin September 7.

• SATURNA SCHOOL Ms. Marie Mullen
539-2472 Office will be open for registrations on September 1 and 2 - 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

First day of school, September 7, students will attend from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

SCHOOL START TIME                             END TIME
Fernwood Elementary School 8:30 a.m.                                           3:15 p.m.
Fulford Elementary School 8 a.m. 2:45 p.m.
Galiano Community School 9 a.m. 3:35 p.m.
Gulf Islands Secondary School 9 a.m. 4:15 p.m.
Mayne Island Elementary/Jr. Secondary 8:50 a.m. 3:20 p.m.
Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School 8:50 a.m. 3:18 p.m.
Phoenix Alternative High School 9 a.m. 4:15 p.m.
Phoenix Elementary School 8:30 a.m. 3:15 p.m.
Salt Spring Island Middle School 8:25 a.m. 3:15 p.m.
Salt Spring Elementary School 8:30 a.m. 3:15 p.m.
Saturna Elementary School 8:30 a.m. 3:00 p.m.

Please also refer to the school district website at www.sd64.bc.ca for transportation schedules, 
school start and end times and the school calendar for 2004/2005.

SCHOOL START AND END TIMES FOR 2004/2005

Heading for the 4-day week ~ David Banks

O
n May 19, to the surprise of many in the
Islands—and against the strong
objections of some—Gulf Islands School

District #64’s trustees voted overwhelmingly in
favour of adopting a district-wide four-day
school week. When school begins on September
7, Fridays will not be on the calendar. School
District #64 will be part of an educational trend
toward reduced numbers of school days, a trend
that is impacting rural communities across
North America. 

Rural communities are considering the four-
day model in an effort to reduce transportation,
custodial and substitute teaching costs. In
September 2002, Boundary School District #51
became the first in BC to initiate a four-day week.
Nisga’a School District #92 and Coast Mountain
School District #82 followed. Some school
districts like Boundary profess success with the
four-day program. However, many ‘pioneering’
districts like Saratoga, Arkansas, and the Rocky
View School Division in Alberta have failed to
realize projected cost savings and have
abandoned the four-day week over concerns
about levels of academic achievement, special
educational needs provision, or reduced
extracurricular opportunities due to longer
school days. The Nisga’a District recently
announced they will return to a regular five-day
schedule in September 2004. 

Coast Mountain District Superintendent
Randy Smalbrugge notes some cost savings but
admits they are lower than he had hoped. With
an operating budget of $49 million, he notes the
District realized approximately $1.2 million in
savings last year, which is about 3% of total
expenditures. Only one year into the new
timetable, Smalbrugge says Coast Mountain will
continue with the four-day week but ‘will review’
the program in future. 

In March 2004, Coast Mountain hired
Victoria-based consulting firm Malatest and
Associates Ltd to evaluate their new program.
This is one of just a handful of independent four-
day week studies available and the only one
involving a BC school district. Superintendent
Smalbrugge emphasized that he deliberately
contracted out to an external firm to avoid any
appearance of bias and to ensure that the study
was carried out objectively and scientifically. The
report is by all accounts an excellent one. 

While the compressed school week at Coast
Mountain had not been operating long enough
to derive longitudinal data on academic
achievement, key findings of the survey include
the fact that 73% of parents reported they did not

like the four-day school week and nearly half of
the teachers indicated a decrease in job
satisfaction. Perhaps not surprisingly, the vast
majority of students liked the shorter week, and
the free time available on Fridays. Among
Secondary and Junior High School students just
5% spent their Friday-off studying and only 2%
were engaged in school-based extra-curricular
activities on Fridays. According to the report, a
vast majority of students used their Fridays to
earn money, play with friends, watch TV or play
video games.

Following the May 19 decision to adopt a
four-day school week in the Gulf Islands, our
District sent a fact-finding team to Boundary
District. It is perhaps significant that this visit
took place on May 25-26, according to Boundary
Board officials. One might reasonably assume
that such research would take place before, and
not after, trustees made a final decision. Board
officials here have consistently cited the
Boundary District as evidence that the four-day
week is our best option. 

Two written reports on the Boundary four-
day week experiment can be found. Importantly,
neither of these two studies is independent or
impartial. This is because Boundary District staff
members prepared both, and did so while they
were distance University of Calgary students. 

The report most circulated is authored by
Bob Chapman an elementary school principal.
While Chapman makes some constructive
points in his March 2004 report and his work is
generally well-written, unlike the Coast
Mountain study he provides no detailed
methodology and does not adequately explain
his design of survey instruments. This makes it
difficult to accurately assess Chapman’s survey
results, which on the topic of improved academic
achievement are, at best, mixed. He also does not
make clear on his title page that the report was
written as a student paper. This point is perhaps
all the more important since surprisingly little
scholarly four-day week research is available. 

In a 2003 CUPE review of the four-day week
they note ‘there don’t seem to be any meaningful
long-term studies showing the impact on
students or on the quality of their education’.
Critics point out that this poverty of reliable and
up-to-date empirical data only underscores the
need for prudence and caution in hastily
abandoning a full week.

There are a number of examples of districts
that have experimented with the four-day week
only to reconsider and reverse course. Why some

4-DAY WEEK, please turn to page 10
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Waterfront Services Corp.
Barging Service for All Gulf Islands

(40’ x 11’ cargo hold)

We also do:
General Contracting • Fine Carpentry

Decks • Garbage Removal • Mooring Buoys
Dock Adjustments/Repairs

Contact Jon or Dan Heppell at 
250-412-2373

ParkerIsland@gi-wireless.com

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel

60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.com

featuring    The Incomparable Lloyd Arntzen and his
Three Generations of Jazz

Saturday, September 4, 8:30pm — Saturna Community Hall
For information: 250-539-9883/4 or jazzbeau@telus.net

For details: ‘What’s On?’ page 5

7th Annual 

Jazz Dance

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Live Your Dream

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE
– Over 100 full colour designs –

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE

CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com

Now in Three Locations:
#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527

A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan

specializing in
water access over

steep &
rugged

terrain

www.shorelinedesign.ca
peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

excellent
references

SHORELINE
DESIGN

250-629-8386

fully insured

Peter
Christenson

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

T
here are hornets everywhere, the likes of which I have
never seen. Yesterday, I ran over a nest with the
lawnmower—and then I ran, dragging my lawnmower

willy-nilly behind me. What a snit those guys were in! You can
tell the ‘just minding their own business’ ones from the mad ones
because the ‘just looking guys’ are open to suggestions about
their being elsewhere, the mad ones latch on to you like velcro
just before they wreak their vengeance. 

The hornets and I have a working relationship when we are
feeding on blackberries. If my hand is on the berry it’s mine; if
they are feeding on one it’s theirs. 

This is it—the big time for blackberry pickers—blackberries
are ripe right now and there are lots of them. I love picking
blackberries, who could ask for better? It’s major contemplation
time in a gorgeous setting, rich edible rewards, and something
people are delighted to share. I laugh at myself for how much
effort I’ll put into getting those just out of reach, very best, ripest,
enticing blackberries. I ‘get’ that adage about the grass is always
greener as I strenuously balance and plot to reach that quarter
inch more! 

Pleiades Meteor Showers 
Mark your calendar for the week of August 9 to 14. The annual
Pleiades meteor showers are at their best in 50 years. Excellent
entertainment!

Helicopter Noise and Fire Danger
You may have been hearing lots of helicopter noise around
Saturna lately. I had heard from our son-in-law that Parks
Canada had rented a helicopter from Vancouver Island
Helicopter so I checked with Meredith Reeve to find out what
they were up to. Meredith works out of the main office for Gulf
Islands National Park in Sidney and is always willing to field
questions, as are Scott Giroux and Leila Hanslit our two park
wardens living on Saturna. 

Here is Meredith’s reply, ‘Yes, we’re renting the helicopter on
a daily basis as long as the fire danger is at the ‘extreme’ level. It
does daily smoke flights, from 6pm–8pm. And since it’s on
standby for another two hours a day as well, it’s also being used
to help us get aerial video and still images, and for some patrol
duties as well. There were also several days spent on another
project, mapping the shoreline at low tide, to allow us to have a
coastal ecological classification analysis done, and also to
provide low tide data for input to our GIS database so that we

can begin mapping in earnest over this coming winter.
‘Rob Walker, our Fire and Vegetation Specialist, does a daily

fire situation report for us, and he includes little ‘fire facts’ from
time to time.

‘Here’s one fire fact that may interest Islanders—historically,
the nine driest summers on the BC coast were (driest first): 1)
1951, 2) 1985, 3) 1965, 4) 2003, 5) 2002, 6) 1967, 7) 1958, 8)
1974, 9) 1982. Obviously, very recent years have been very dry. 

‘And here’s another one—a result of field work that we did in
back in June—field sampling was conducted to assess the actual
fuel moisture on Saturna and Pender relative to the calculated
fuel moisture from the closest BCFS fire weather stations, on Salt
Spring and at the airport in Sidney. The sampling confirms the
impression that Pender and Saturna are drier that either of those
locations. The sampling allowed us to calculate a ‘Drought Code’
(DC). The DC is a numerical rating of the average moisture
content of deep, compact, organic layers. This code indicates
seasonal drought effects on forest fuels, and the potential for
smoldering fire in deep duff layers and large logs. The larger the
DC number, the drier the fuels. 

‘Operationally, DC indicates a fire’s potential persistence or
relative difficulty of mopping up smoldering fires. It is not really
related to ease of ignition, which depends on moisture levels in
finer, surface fuels. The results from the sampling indicate that
the DC in the national park is approximately 200 points higher
than that on Salt Spring.’

Colin Robertson 1916–2004
Colin Robertson, long-time Saturna resident, died on July 27.
Colin was born September 16, 1916 in Calgary, Alberta of
Scottish parents and was the first sibling born here—his two
older brothers having been born in Scotland. 

Colin and his wife Joan, were Boot Cove residents since 1956
starting out in summers, tenting and camping on their property
with their four kids, working up to a 12’ by 12’ cabin that they and
the kids built and then an add-on house that they gladly retired
to. Every summer the growing family drove out to Saturna to
stay for a month. They enjoyed taking different routes and seeing
the US and Canada on the way. The ‘Cove’ at that time was a
bustling, joyous place with the families of Jack Rush, Frank and
Shirley Cathcart, George and Edie Whiting, Twitties, Ashcrofts,
and others. 

Joan and Colin met on a cruise among the Gulf Islands, he
was with his older brother and she was with her mother. Colin
spent the years of WWII in the army patrolling the west coast.
After the war, on Canada’s tab, he went to library school at the
University of Toronto. He became the reference librarian and
later director for all of the North Shore branches, later chief
librarian north of Toronto, in charge of 155 libraries. Colin’s  dear
friend Ron Mackenzie, also a library director, appreciated
Colin’s organizational abilities, desire to cooperate, and his
ability to find and keep top-notch loyal staff. Colin and Ron
served during the heyday of libraries when there was ample
funding and libraries were a major cultural force in local
communities.

In 1976 Colin retired, Colin and Joan spent a year in Europe
and then came to Saturna. Colin loved the peacefulness, the view
from his home, and Islanders and Island life in general. Colin
enjoyed life; he was curious, loved reading and travelling. His
friend Ron says he had a good life—good health, a loving
relationship with a lively wife, and a good meaningful job. His
children experienced him as a wonderful father. Condolences to
his children. There will be a graveside service on August 21.

Baseball Players Take Over!
The August long weekend was a busy one, lots of baseball players
were on the Island. The Saturna Oystercatchers were excellent
hosts to the five baseball teams that were playing in the Dave
Jacks Tournament at the ball field. We had teams from Galiano,
Mayne, the Dream Team from Vancouver Island, and Derrick
Dickey’s team. Barb Ropars and Grant Dickey shared Bob
Hunter’s pitching position for a number of games.

The Tournament was lots of fun for the fans and hard,
enjoyable work for the players.  We came in fourth place with
good effort, determination, and the spirit of play—good playing
from our old team members and some new ones.

Remembering Bob Hunter
Bob Hunter’s memorial service was held at Saturna Community
Hall, hosted by the Women’s Service Club. Many friends from on
and off Island came to remember Bob, share stories, and talk to
Theresa Hunter. As always, it is important for the families and
friends to have a chance to connect and celebrate the life of
someone who has been important in our lives. Bob’s motto was
‘No Bad Days’ and his approach to life was expressed by his
many friends.

Marine Environment Survey
A survey of residents of the Gulf Islands is being conducted by
David McCallum, a graduate student in the Department of
Geography at UVic. ‘Strategies for Use and Protection of the Gulf
Islands Marine Environment’ is the title of the survey. David
hopes to provide planning agencies with insights and concerns
of stakeholders towards both use and protection in the marine
environment. This is his second go-round with Saturna as he
had conducted an initial survey in 2002—this survey is an
expansion on the previous survey.

David admits to thoroughly enjoying touring around
Saturna, and talking and visiting with residents. He is grateful
for the community’s participation and the good will that has
come his way. He has set up a packet at the Free Mail to collect
returned questionnaires. Every participant will receive a
summery of results, probably by October.

Ferry Terminal Improvements
BC Ferries have barged over an office, toilet, and waiting room.
However, so far the facility is not available unless you are a
seagull or can leap the three feet or so that separates it from the
wharfhead. ‘Soon to be hooked up and running’ is the word. The
wharf itself is also ‘coming along.’

Arts on Saturna
The Saturna Island Artists Open Studio Tour provided people
with a delightful time this past long weekend. I saw little
cavalcades of cars arriving at blue-balloon-marked driveways
and kids and parents piling out. This event is so good because
you get a chance to see and hear what the creators of the art you
like have to say.  And it is always a pleasure and a privilege to see
how the artists integrate art into their own lives and homes.

The Saturna Arts and Concert Society’s Fall Fundraiser will
be held on Saturday the 4th of September, for details see ‘What’s
On?’ on page 5.✐

Photo: Parks Canada

Parks Canada officer preparing moisture test samples  at
Winter Cove on Saturna Island.
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Salt Spring

Aquafarms
Coming to
Your Dock!
MV Armada

Ship to Shore Sales!
Noon–5pm

Montague Hbr, Galiano
Fri & Sun, Aug 13/15  &  20/22

Browning Hbr, N. Pender
Sat, Aug 14 &  21

Miners Bay, Mayne
Mon, Aug 16 & 23

Preorder Online/Phone
www.saltspringaquafarms.com

250-537-7167
250-653-9900
Fresh, Farm
Gate Sales on
Salt Spring!
Daily 10am – 5pm
Chinook Salmon 

Wild Sockeye Salmon
Crabs • Clams

Oysters • Mussels 
Aqua Farm

Tours
Daily 10am & 2pm
Sealife Touchtank

Adults–$10
Kids–Free

Reservations Not
Needed - Just Drop By
107 Meyer Road

(off Bulman Road)

are extremely helpful, particularly when dealing with formidable challenges such as
the pressures of a booming real estate market. And, as is the case with any process
that involves the public, the effectiveness of community plans is often determined
by how well the public was and is involved in their development and upkeep. 

Community plans can be important living documents as they ideally attempt to
capture and project an accurate vision for the community. As such they should be
understandable. They should be regularly reviewed and this process should be one
that actively engages the community to contribute, to debate, to discuss in order to
define what the community should or should not be. These documents should be
more than just a set of rules or bylaws, they should act as kind of land charter for the
community. 

Unfortunately this is not the case with many of our community plans. More often
than not they are lifeless, weighty tomes, barely understandable to the average
person. Although they may attempt to lay out some community vision,  invariably
they spend more time on tedious bylaw descriptions. And they are often protected
from meaningful review because those responsible for their ‘deployment’ are afraid
of, or at least skeptical of, the efficacy of real public involvement. 

While I understand that community-oriented planning processes, particularly

ones that involve some form of visioning, can be very difficult to facilitate, if we are
truly concerned about what is happening to our fair isles we’re going to have find a
way to make them work. Engaging our communities, getting our citizens out to well-
run meetings, encouraging good, open discussions, and maintaining meaningful
involvement will be absolutely critical. With so much vying for our attention this task
will be a formidable one. 

Wendell Berry, acclaimed poet, writer and farmer, has a short poem entitled
‘Stay Home’ in which he vividly describes his home place and the work he does to
make it. His short description conjures up a romantic agrarian vision. Anticipating
that the work aspect of his description would be overlooked, Berry makes a pointed
effort to throw cold water on the romance by completing each stanza with the
chorus, ‘I am at home. Don’t come with me. You stay home too.’ 

As a society we need to spend more time at home attending to the issues and
challenges faced by our communities. How we choose to respond to them, and in
particular the increasing interest from the outside world, will determine the future
health and viability of our island communities. If, as a community, we are able to
unite and apply ourselves to this task we might just might beat the odds. ✐

PLANNING PARADISE from page 6

districts claim success with four days while others fail
remains an open and salient question. Clearly, this is a
complex educational concern with a range of social,
economic, geographical and political variables. Even in
the United States where the four-day school week was
born, originating in Cimarron, New Mexico in 1972,
credible and current academic research is scarce. That’s
not to say that professional researchers don’t sometimes
employ educational instinct. 

Ted Sizer, a former Dean of Education at Harvard
University and, arguably, the most respected scholar in
the field of educational reform recently called the four-day
week ‘a trend in the wrong direction’ and a disgrace to the
educational ideals of the richest country in the world. In
commenting on the four-day week, Ruy Teixeira, a Senior
Fellow at the US-based Century Foundation, who studies
social, economic and political trends is quoted saying ‘ I
haven’t seen too many people say with a straight face that
this produces superior academic performance...’

Perhaps it is also telling that no urban school district in
North America operates a four-day week. The trend is a
purely rural one, tied very much to both problems of
declining student enrollment and unique rural
geographical features that impact operating budgets. 

Changes to the BC’s provincial government education
funding formula in March 2002 have only worsened the
state of our rural schools. But in adopting a four-day
timetable, some parents are concerned that we may be
unwittingly playing into the government’s hand, and be
creating a two-tiered education system in the process—
two tiered in the sense that urban schools will keep a full
five days of instruction and a full extra-curricular program
while rural schools make sacrifices, and potentially unjust
in the sense that access to quality education could become

contingent on parents’ ability to pay. 
Some observers claim the four-day week is a slippery

slope toward market-based schooling. In SD#64, they
point out, for example, that the District’s foreign students,
who each pay about $10,000 in annual tuition, will
continue to receive five days of schooling. A School
District #64 Business Company administers our
international student program. While the District defends
this move by saying the new corporation was created for
pragmatic accounting and administration purposes, this
does, at the very least, create real problems of public
perception. When asked by the Pender Island ‘Kids First’
group whether the schools will be open five days a week
for international students, Secretary Treasurer Rod
Scotvold replied, ‘At this point in time we anticipate that
any school may be open for fee-paying programs during
the fifth day. Funds received from such programs will be
utilized to offset additional operating costs.’ 

Since the four-day week announcement was made, we
also know that some independent schools on Vancouver
Island, in anticipating new recruits, are advertising, and
tinkering with bus schedules to meet Gulf Islands ferries.
One private parochial school in Duncan has indicated
they are prepared to change their school start time to
accommodate students commuting from Salt Spring.

No one envies our board officials; they are being asked
to make tough decisions in a time of increasing economic
belt tightening. But this is a time for vision and democratic
leadership. The four-day school week makes the Gulf
Islands less attractive for families considering moving here
and for families who want to stay. Most important, the
board has yet to convince many parents that the four-day
week is educationally or financially sensible. ✐

qualify for a job as President Bush’s
speechwriter.

Old Dogs, New Tricks
It’s advice like this which can raise your level of
dread, if it wasn’t high enough already. But the
real dread-generator is the lead article on this
page, entitled ‘Dog days of August can surprise’,
written by Martin Cej, business editor for
globeandmail.com.

You may think that not much happens in
the markets in August, says Cej, but don’t forget
the disasters that have occurred in Augusts
past. Quoting Goldman Sachs’ (an
international brokerage firm) London-based
Global Economics team, he notes that the
Mexican debt crisis in 1982, Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait in 1990, the Asian financial crisis of
1997, and the ‘financial meltdown’ of Russia in
1998 all occurred in August. Goldman Sachs,
therefore, set out to speculate on all the awful
things that could happen in August that might
affect the value of your investments.

‘We have chosen events that have a realistic
probability of occurring, however small that
probability might be,’ they say. Presumably,
they have excluded events with zero or negative
probability.

Just the same, it’s a stretch.
Starting with the US economy, the Goldman

Sachs boys and girls think it could be bad if the
June trend (downhill) continued in July (the
figures come out in August). On the other hand,

MARKET DREAD, please turn to page 11

Market Dread from page 7
4-Day Week from page 8



FOR RENT
Pender Island Waterfront Home: 3
Bedroom, 2 bath, unfurnished
newly remodeled home. Beautiful
southwest views, non smokers
only, $1,450 per month. Email
inquires to Bill Hodges at,
whodges@westernrealtyadvisors.com
or call 208-338-5156

Waterfront cottage on lovely
Saturna Island. Southern
exposure. Ideal for one person or
to share as a getaway with a friend
or two, 250-920-5708.

AUTOMOTIVE HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
D. A. SMITHSON 

& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

TTrreevvoorr’’ss
GGaarrddeenn

MMaaiinntteennaannccee

pruning • trimming
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups

225500--662299--33338800
oonn  PPeennddeerr  IIssllaanndd

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of 
Flynn Canada

• Torch-On 
• Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing 
• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business

Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Spectacular views are
seen from this idyllic cottage
sitting high on a ridge
overlooking the ocean, living
room, bright eat in kitchen, two
bedrooms, two bathrooms,
furnished–$700. Ocean access 30
paces from your front door,
modern 2 storey, 3 bedroom
home, master bedroom with
ensuite, very large kitchen, family
room, 2 fireplaces, all appliances,
8 person hot tub in separate room
attached to family room, single
car garage–$1350. List your long
term rental property or vacation
home with us! Licensed Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Luttmer 
Woodworks

Kitchens
Wall units

Closet organizers

250-539-0466
www.luttmerworks.com

Planning to buy a used 
vehicle? Let us do the legwork.

* Affordable flat fee
* Customer shuttle from 

Swartz Bay to Victoria
* 5 years serving Victoria

and Gulf Islands

Toll Free: 1-866-533-1898
www.autofinders.ca

250-598-1898

GETAWAYS
Ganges Campground on Salt
Spring Island: central location—
walk to town, restaurants, Moby’s
pub, kayaking—hot showers, tents,
RVs, groups welcome. Reasonable
rates. 250-537-1210.

Monpellier, France. Beautiful flat in
secure complex with swimming
pool. Two bedrooms, kitchen, bath,
foyer, living room with french doors
to large balcony overlooking park.
$2000/month (2 weeks $1000).
Available August and September,
desmarais@telus.net,604-986-2035.

MARINE

����	�������
���� Harbour Road

Sidney� BC
Fax: ����	����	��

Call Now 
For Your
Haul Out

����  &&  		��  TToonn
TTRRAAVVEELL LLIIFFTTSS

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@saltspring.com

www.islandmarine.ca

Bulletin Board
(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838   • Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: Noon, Aug 18, 2004 
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1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
✔Trans inspection
✔Cleanpan ✔adjust
bands
✔Replace pan gasket
✔Check modulator
✔Adjust throttle linkage
✔Fill with new trans. fluid

only
$29.95

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if

required

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

Quality Used 
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

Fortnight Special

SIDNEYCARS.COM

1995 Pontiac Firefly
$3495

We will pick you up 
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

GETAWAYS, cont

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
250-629-3660
islandtides@

islandtides.com

FOR SALE
Children’s Radio-Flyer Wagon. New
model with flip-up seats and belts.
Red plastic with Dura-Tread rubber
tires. Brand new condition. $60.
250-629-9932

AIDS from page 3
to say: ‘We know that school enrollment and poverty are
directly related. Wherever formal or informal fees are
introduced, fewer children stay in school. Girls may
respond to this kind of economic pressure by dropping
out, or they may end up in relationships with older men
who help pay for their education. The abolition of school
fees is therefore critical to maintaining enrollment levels.’

What more needs be said? Why in Heaven’s name
have we not had a campaign to abolish fees? What solace,
comfort or value is there in report after report
underscoring the obvious, and the fees remain in place?
The prejudice to children, with emphasis on girls, is
measured not in the thousands but in the millions. 

So you have these millions of kids who are orphans,
and we know the best place for them is in school, and a
huge percentage of them can’t afford to attend, and we
then hire thousands of women to care for them
throughout the day. Is there something crazy about that ?

Grandmothers: The Unheralded
Heroes

And the caregivers—these remarkable women who carry
the entire burden of care, which is now so pervasive as to
be called the ‘care economy’ (the brutally exploitive
features of which are described in reports ad nauseam
with virtually nothing done about them)—these women
are increasingly grandmothers. 

There was a fascinating study done in the year 2000 in
Namibia, which shows that 61% of the orphan children
are in the care of their grandmothers. There’s no reason to

be believe that Namibia is exceptional (a much smaller
percentage represented child-headed households with
the burden frequently falling, as everyone knows, on the
oldest girl who has been withdrawn from school, first to
look after the ailing mother, and then to care for the
orphan siblings).

We almost never think of the grandmothers, except in
passing. Yet they are emerging as the unheralded heroes
of the continent. They’re poor, they’re old, they live with
the inconsolable anguish of having buried their own adult
children, they’re tired, they’re hungry, and yet they’re fast
becoming the true, resilient, indomitable, magnificent
hearts of the struggle against the pandemic. 

And no government, or any part of the international
community, my beloved UN included, pays them more
than scant attention.

Of course, they’re women. And this is a press briefing
primarily concerned with gender. 

I’m therefore moved to say that this International
Conference has predictably dealt with issues of funding
and treatment and political controversy. And they are all
important. But the human factor somehow gets lost. And
the most vulnerable part of the human factor in this
raging, all-consuming pandemic of HIV/AIDS in Africa, is
the vulnerability of women and girls. 

Seventy-five percent of the infected 15-24 year-olds in
Africa—almost 5 million—are young women and girls.
This is the legacy of gender inequality. This is what gender
inequality hath wrought. ✐

THE MISSION  from page 3
how well it does all these things, and they may involve
some trade-offs and compromises. They are all
measurable to a certain extent. But note that there is no
mention of a financial objective—‘satisfying its customers’
needs’ is number one.

A New Mission Statement
Compare this to BC Ferries’ new mission statement: ‘. . .
efficient ferry service which consistently exceeds the
expectations of our customers and communities, and
creates value for the shareholder.’

‘Safe’, ‘effective’, and ‘reliable’, have been replaced by
the marvelously fuzzy ‘consistently exceeds the
expectations of our customers and communities’,
whatever they happen to expect. Not even ‘expect more’
as one of our grocery chains encourages its customers to
do. Nope, if you don’t expect much, you won’t get much.
And if you expect better, they don’t have to listen to you. 

It’s set up to be immeasurable, and to facilitate a
continuing lowering of expectations—leading to a
continuing reduction of the amount and quality of service. 

Oh sure, ‘efficient’ is still there. It leads straight to the

new boy on the block: ‘ creates value for the shareholder’.
This is one of the great illusions of 21st century

capitalism—‘shareholder value’—a term straight from
Wall Street. It means profits before any other objective—
the single bottom line so beloved of financiers and
speculators. Profits before safety, effectiveness, reliability.
Profits before employees, customers, communities.
Profits now before the future. Profits before the public
good.

And who is the shareholder? Right now, the provincial
government, who took their ‘shareholder value’ in
advance;. $330 million in the value of land and terminals,
$428 million from the working capital of BC Ferry
Services Inc. So much for dedicating resources. 

And in the future? Privatization, they hope. New ferry
operators who will put profit before any other objectives—
and short term profits at that. The infrastructure is
neither maintained nor renewed, the prices go up—that’s
the record for British and Brazilian water systems, US and
Australian electrical power systems, British railways, etc.
Imagine. All in a simple mission statement.✐

captive marine mammals, says Lederman. 
In mid-July of this year, Island Wildlife was overloaded with orphaned pups so

Lederman called upon the Aquarium to make good their offer and help handle the
seal load. However, Lederman says, the Aquarium declined to help, saying that
because of major construction this summer the new rehabilitation facility is being
used to house captive Steller Sealions and captive adult seals. In other words, the
newly funded seal rehabilitation facility is being used to warehouse the Aquarium’s
captive population.

The Wildlife Centre has frequently approached the BC SPCA for financial
support, however they repeatedly say that they fund the Aquarium every year to
rehabilitate the pups they rescue from Vancouver and Vancouver Island.
Nevertheless, more than two thirds of the SPCA’s Vancouver Island seals end up at
Island Wildlife at a cost of about $1,000 per seal from rescue to release, with no
funding support, reports Lederman. 

So what is the future for Island Wildlife and the seal pups? ‘It’s hard to say, says
Jeff Lederman, it is clear that we can not sustain ourselves the way things are going.
Our staff members work over 90-hour weeks for slave wages. We have inadequate
supplies of everything including water, hydro, space and money. Every summer I
swear this will be the last one, but who will be left to look after the pups? I just don’t
know what is going to happen.’✐

SEAL PUPS from page 1

if things got better, it ‘raised the stakes’ for July’s data. I think this means that even
if July’s figures were better, they probably wouldn’t be good enough. Is this what
they mean when they’re always nattering about ‘market expectations’?

The Global Outlook
Then off to wilder shores. If the Chinese economy does well, Chinese central
bankers might raise Chinese interest rates, which would be bad. If the Chinese
economy does badly, then the demand for oil, and hence the price, would decline,
which would also be bad. In Japan, on the other hand, inflation might be good,
since their inflation figures exclude many of the items that might be inflating. (You
follow?)

Britain’s housing market, they say, is over-valued. It’s ‘vulnerable to collapse,’
they hint darkly. If interest rates were raised, there might be a sudden decline in
house prices, followed by a drop in the value of the pound. This would be bad for
the markets.

They think that the work week in Germany might go up to 40 hours from 35.
(What, in August?) This would boost the value of the Euro. I think they think this
would be bad, but they don’t say so.

They advise investors to watch the US election closely. If Mr Kerry appears to
be leading Mr Bush, they think this would cause some anticipatory shifts in the
market. If Mr. Bush appears to be winning, it might not.

Goldman Sachs also expressed concern about terrorism: ‘While the
unpredictability of terrorist attacks remains the biggest unquantifiable risk to our
views (sic), our previous research has shown that geopolitical risks generally only
create ‘bumps’ in the mood for risk aversion.’ Clearly. Goose bumps? In the mood?

And, in a nod to the highly improbable, the soothsayers end their litany of barely
anticipated disasters with the suggestion that Greece could get more medals than
anyone else at the Olympics, citing their surprise victory in the Euro 2004 soccer
championships.

This, they said, could really move the markets.
Maybe the biggest ‘unquantifiable risk’ to Goldman Sachs’ views is that we’ll

never believe them again. And as Martha Stewart, a recently convicted CEO, might
say: ‘That’s a good thing.’ ✐

MARKET DREAD from page 10

LOST
Are my keys at the bottom of your
bag? I must have set down my
Honda keys somewhere on the
9:30am sailing of the Queen of
Cumberland from Otter Bay on
Tuesday, May 18. They vapourized! I
think someone picked them up in
error and has them unbeknownst
still at the bottom of their bag.
Please look and call Christa at 629-
3660 if you find them. Thanks!
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Weekdays

The Island's premiere resort hotel.

Weekends

Moped Packages and
hourly/daily rentals

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria
Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $50-$80

250-598-7015

Page’s 
Resort & Marina

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

Make this a high
point in your day!

High Tea in the
Hugging Gardens

Wednesday~Sunday Afternoons 
(or by arrangement)

181 Beaver Point Road
Salt Spring Island

Reservations Please
250-653-4250

SSoouull  FFuullll  AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn
OOnn  SSaalltt  SSpprriinngg  IIssllaanndd
Unique straw

bale home 
& cottage 

Two acres of gardens for
wandering and wondering.
PPaann--EEaa  MMaa’’aatt  LLiigghhtt  CCeennttrree

High Tea • B & B 
Private Cottage • Camping  

225500--665533--44225500

CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive. 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

��� Rainbow Rd
Salt Spring Island
250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Listen to 101.9 FM–
Democracy Now!

Alternative news and views
from the largest public
media collaborative in the
United States. 
In the Gulf Islands tune in to
CFUV-Radio, 101.9 FM

Mon–2pm; Fri–11am
Tues, Wed & Thurs–Noon 

Also online at:
www.democracynow.org

Best of Salt Spring Island Online
best books • best edibles • best music

‘fabulous finds for fabulous people’

bes to f sa l t sp r ing .com

A D V E R T I S E  W I T H U S !
Call  250-629-3660

COFFEE’S ON
COLD BEVERAGES TOO!

Stop by before or after you walk the Mouat Park Trails. New
perennials, waterplants and pond fish now in.

VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX

305 Rainbow Rd • 250-537-4346
gardenfaire@saltspring.com

gallery, nursery
&

CAMPGROUND.

Water Taxi  •  Dive Shop  •  CYA Power & Sailing School  
Fishing Charters  •  Eco Tours  •  Island Hopping  

Winery Tours  •  Yacht Management

P.O. Box 4, Pender Island, British Columbia, Canada  V0N 2M0 

TEL:(250)629-2127 FAX:(250) 629-2128

Your Guide 
to Experiencing

British Columbia’s
Coastal Waters.

Your Guide 
to Experiencing

British Columbia’s
Coastal Waters.

We welcome islanders and visitors to our wonderful coastal 
playground. Take advantage of the local treasures by booking 
Sound Passage Adventures for your next excursion. For more
information visit us at: www.soundpassageadventures.com

Dragonfly ~ Bob White
The dragonfly zooms up, stops in an instant, hovers, zig-zags,
then darts forward in a lightning burst of acceleration. The
mosquito which only a moment before was eyeing you for a free
meal, is no more. One of nature’s most voracious and efficient
killing machines has just saved you from yet another annoying,
itchy, mosquito bite. An insect of high summer, this tireless
predator will repeat the process literally thousands of times in its
brief lifetime. If you don’t like mosquitoes, you will love the
dragonfly.

This is the fastest insect in the world, reaching speeds of up
to forty miles an hour. It is such a good flier that it has been
extensively studied by aircraft designers seeking to learn secrets
which it has possessed for 200 million years. With this
s u p e r l a t i v e
a e r i a l
performance,
and an ability to
capture its prey
in a ‘cage’ of its
legs, it is well
adapted for
survival. But it
is not only in its
adult stage that
it performs its
useful bug-
killing function.
In its earlier
aquatic larval
stage it is just as
f o r m i d a b l e .
I n h a b i t i n g
ponds and
streams, it consumes vast quantities of mosquito larvae, other
insects, even tadpoles and small fish, which it seizes in its
powerful, extendable jaws. 

The dragonfly, and its smaller relative the damselfly, belong
to the Odonata order, with about five thousand species world-
wide. There are eighty species native to BC with about 80% of
those in the southwest and Okanagan areas of the province. So
they are well-represented, and we are well-served by them, in
the Gulf Islands and southern Vancouver Island. But for how
much longer? The insects are known as ‘bellwether’ species as
they are extremely sensitive to pollution. They let us know if we
are degrading our environment, and we are. Increasing
pollution, plus destruction of their wetland habitat, is causing a
serious decline in their numbers. If we prefer this biological
insect control to widespread pesticide spraying then we should
ensure its essential environmental conditions.

For those wishing to learn more about dragonflies, an
excellent and inexpensive reference is: The Dragonflies of
British Columbia, book #35, published by the BC Provincial
Museum. ✐

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub, ensuite, fireplace,
sattelite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800
www.penderislandshangrila.com

360º Breathtaking 
Ocean Views


