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Serene Strait of Georgia at sunset.

Thirty days for Raven mine comments

Federal fish farm regulations questioned

The first comment period in connection
with the federal environmental review for
the proposed Raven coal mine at Fanny Bay
is now under way, with a deadline of
September 20, 2010.
The background documents, which were
posted to the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency (CEAA) website on
August 6, describe the project but, according
to the citizens’ group Coalwatch Comox
valley, leave many questions unanswered.
This first comment period ‘of several’ is
intended to assist the agency in identifying
‘which aspects of the project and its
potential effects on the environment are of
concern to ensure that those issues are
identified for consideration in the
assessment’.
The project is also subject to review
under the BC Environmental Assessment
Act; an order confirming this was issued
August 12, 2009 but no project description
or public comment invitation has yet been
filed.

The federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans have published draft regulations for
fish farming on the BC coast, and have set a
deadline for public comment of Wednesday,
September 8, 2010. A 2009 BC Supreme
Court judgement held that BC’s net pen fish
farms (perhaps more accurately termed
‘feedlots’) were, constitutionally, a ‘fishery’
and fell under the federal Fisheries Act, and
could not continue to be licensed under BC
provincial legislation.
The court gave the two governments a
year to manage the transition from
provincial to federal jurisdiction; this was
extended to result in the current deadline of
December 18, 2010.

Background information
The background information published
on the CEAA website (reference number 1003-55529; Raven Underground Coal
Project) describes a project with a surface
footprint of about 200 hectares, which
would produce about 44 million metric
tones of raw coal and rock over about 20
years. This means an average of 2.2 million
tonnes per year, of which 1.0 to 1.5 million
tones would be saleable coal. The
remainder, over the life of the mine, would

be 1 million cubic metres of ‘fine rejects’ and
9 million cubic metres of ‘coarse rejects’.
Compliance Coal Corporation (doing
business as the Comox Joint Venture) says
that the majority of the surface development
would take place within the Cowie Creek
drainage basin; Cowie Creek flows into
Fanny Bay on Baynes Sound.
The coal from the mine would be
transported by truck on existing highways
80km to Port Alberni, where Compliance
will upgrade shipping facilities to load the
coal into ships for shipment offshore.
The federal environmental review must
consider any changes that the project will
make to the environment (‘environmental
effect’) (including effects on listed species or
their habitat under the Species at Risk Act),
effects on health and socio-economic
conditions, physical and cultural heritage,
the current use of lands and resources for
traditional purposes by aboriginal persons,
or ‘any structure, site or thing that is of
historical, archeological, paleontological or
architectural significance’.
A third consideration is ‘any change to
the project that may be caused by the
environment, whether any such change or
effect occurs within or outside Canada.’

Drinking water a major
concern
The major public concerns that have so
far been raised are the effect of the proposed
mine on the groundwater supply, which is
MINE, please turn to page 2

is available at these

Licensing conditions may
permit discharges
The draft regulations authorize the
federal Minister of Fisheries (represented by
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, or
DFO) to license fish farms and set
conditions for licenses, including physical
capacity, operational measures, recordkeeping, and ‘authorization of deposits of
deleterious substances’. While the list of
such substances includes fish feed, fish fecal
matter, fish blood, disinfectants, antifoulants, and wastewater, all that the
regulations require is that the Minister may
authorize their deposit; there is no mention
of any restriction, disposition, control, or
mitigation. The Minister may also authorize
the catching of ‘nuisance fish’.
These licenses do not require

S ERI OUS COF FE E

environmental assessment, and apparently
will be issued without any specific First
Nations consultation, although the federal
government
claims
that
general
consultations have been held.

No responsibility for
damage to wild fish or
habitat
The draft regulations specifically exempt
fish farms from any control of ‘harmful
alteration, disruption or destruction of fish
habitat’. The exemption frees fish farms
from any responsibility or liability from
damage either to the environment or to wild
fish, either from physical facilities, dumping,
or disease transfer.

No disease reporting
The federal regulations have also been
criticized for omission of any disease
reporting. It has recently come to light that
a ‘voluntary’ disease reporting protocol was
set up in 2001 with the BC Government. The
release of several years of this data under
Freedom of Information legislation has
been followed by the refusal by the farms, as
of April 1, 2010, to report any further disease
data. This means that recent outbreaks of
IHN (Infectious Hematopoietic Necrosis)
and the continuing scourge of sea lice have
not been reported and no government
action has been taken. IHN was first
reported in fish farms in Okisollo Channel
in 1992, and has had four ‘waves’ of
FISH FARM, please turn to page 8

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—V I Conference Centre

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point
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AT POINT ATKINSON
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

8.2
12.8
5.6
14.1

2.5
3.9
1.7
4.3

18
WE

0625
1429
1917
2331

3.9
13.5
11.5
12.8

1.2
4.1
3.5
3.9

26
TH

0025
0556
1214
1842

19
TH

0729
1531
2038

3.9
13.8
11.5

1.2
4.2
3.5

27
FR

0057
0641
1244
1902

7.2
12.8
6.6
14.1

2.2
3.9
2.0
4.3

20
FR

0043
0828
1617
2133

12.5
3.9
14.1
11.2

3.8
1.2
4.3
3.4

28
SA

0130
0728
1314
1922

6.6
12.5
7.5
13.8

2.0
3.8
2.3
4.2

21
SA

0154
0919
1652
2214

12.5
3.6
14.1
10.5

3.8
1.1
4.3
3.2

29
SU

0205
0821
1347
1945

5.9
12.5
8.5
13.8

1.8
3.8
2.6
4.2

22
SU

0254
1002
1720
2249

12.8
3.9
14.1
10.2

3.9
1.2
4.3
3.1

30
MO

0243
0923
1425
2010

5.6
12.1
9.5
13.5

1.7
3.7
2.9
4.1

23
MO

0344
1040
1743
2321

12.8
3.9
14.1
9.5

3.9
1.2
4.3
2.9

31
TU

0327
1041
1512
2040

5.2
12.1
10.5
13.5

1.6
3.7
3.2
4.1

24
TU

0430
1113
1804
2353

12.8
4.3
14.1
8.9

3.9
1.3
4.3
2.7

1
WE

0418
1211
1617
2119

4.9
12.5
11.5
13.1

1.5
3.8
3.5
4.0

25
WE

0513
1144
1823

12.8
4.9
14.1

3.9
1.5
4.3

2

0518
1334
1751
2215

4.6
13.1
11.8
12.8

1.4
4.0
3.6
3.9

TH
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

8.9
4.3
9.8

2.7
1.3
3.0

18
WE

0552
1437
1849
2222

2.6
9.8
9.2
9.8

0.8
3.0
2.8
3.0

26
WE

0514
1129
1821

19
TH

0652
1530
2022
2325

2.6
10.2
9.2
9.5

0.8
3.1
2.8
2.9

27
FR

0019
0607
1159
1836

5.9
8.9
5.2
9.8

1.8
2.7
1.6
3.0

20
FR

0747
1612
2115

2.6
10.2
8.9

0.8
3.1
2.7

28
SA

0053
0704
1230
1852

5.2
8.5
5.9
9.8

1.6
2.6
1.8
3.0

21
SA

0034
0835
1647
2151

9.5
2.6
10.2
8.5

2.9
0.8
3.1
2.6

29
SU

0129
0808
1301
1909

4.6
8.5
6.9
9.8

1.4
2.6
2.1
3.0

22
SU

0138
0916
1714
2222

9.5
2.6
10.2
8.2

2.9
0.8
3.1
2.5

30
MO

0209
0924
1335
1927

3.9
8.5
7.5
9.8

1.2
2.6
2.3
3.0

23
MO

0236
0953
1735
2250

9.2
3.0
10.2
7.5

2.8
0.9
3.1
2.3

31
TU

0254
1058
1416
1947

3.6
8.9
8.2
9.8

1.1
2.7
2.5
3.0

24
TU

0330
1026
1752
2319

9.2
3.3
10.2
7.2

2.8
1.0
3.1
2.2

1
WE

0345
1243
1518
2014

3.3
9.2
8.9
9.8

1.0
2.8
2.7
3.0

25
TU

0422
1058
1806
2348

9.2
3.6
9.8
6.6

2.8
1.1
3.0
2.0

2
TH

0444
1358
1656
2057

3.0
9.5
9.5
9.8

0.9
2.9
2.9
3.0

Photo Dennis Forsyth

Eagle asymmetry.

Commentary by Elizabeth May

The future isn’t what it used to be
Salt Spring Island’s climate hero, Dorothy Cutting, gave me
Bill McKibben’s new book “Eaarth,” and I set it aside to read
on my cross country train trip. Crossing the country by train
emits a lot less carbon than flying. But it is like travelling in
an antique compared to the high-tech trains of Europe and
China. Those trains, often built with Canadian Bombardier
technology, provide transit that rivals airlines. The newest
models can set speeds of 500 km/hour. The 3,500 km trip
from Vancouver to Toronto, now taking four days, could be
made in less than 8 hours. As I write this, our train ambles
through the boreal forest of Northern Ontario. Sometimes
you think you could pop out, pick some berries and run to
catch up.
The newspapers along the route are finally noticing that
the climate is getting hostile. The Saskatoon Star Phoenix
has a story “Pakistan floods, Russian heat fit climate trend
around the globe: extreme weather events become more
frequent: scientists,” while the Globe and Mail front page
shows a dramatic image headed “Crisis in Pakistan: 13
million: The Pakistani floods have now affected more
victims than the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami…”
Bill McKibben writes in Eaarth that these catalogues of
global events, inventories of disaster, are how we most often
describe climate impact. “The trouble with this endless
collection of anecdotes,” he writes, “…is that it misses the
essential flavour of the new world we’re constructing.” He
calls that new world “Eaarth” in an effort to distinguish it
from our old planet. The message of his book is sobering.
We do not live on that old planet anymore. Everything we
had taken for granted -- relatively stable climate, changing
over millennia, not decades -- cannot be taken for granted
anymore. It is not exactly the “Brave New World” of Aldous
Huxley, but it is a new world and we have to be brave to
figure out how to live on it. We have to be resolute in
moving off fossil fuels quickly to keep the world liveable.
Maybe this summer’s round of news clippings will wake
people up to the climate reality. The U.S. National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) released data
demonstrating that June 2010 was the hottest June on
record -- for both land and sea temperatures. If you look at
NOAA’s global maps (www.westcoastclimateequity.org)
you will see that our part of the world was about the only
place on the planet not super-heated through June. June
was the 304th consecutive month with a combined global
land and surface temperature above the 20th-century
average. NOAA data put the first decade of the new

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Tide Table Courtesy of

On Time & On Budget
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FUTURE, please turn to page 7
MINE from page 1

the potable water supply for the Fanny Bay area. Several
groups have insisted that a full mapping of the aquifers in
the area be done prior to any environmental assessment.
Another concern is surface water contamination. Cowie
Creek and other nearby watercourses flow into Baynes
Sound, a major location for much of BC’s shellfish
production.

Truck transport questioned
The area close to the mine is primarily residential and
tourist-oriented, and the effect of mining activity, in terms
of water supply, coal dust, pollution, and truck traffic gives
rise to the major concerns of local residents. In addition, the
use of large trucks to transport volumes of coal, day and
night, over the highway to Port Alberni raises questions
about safety and the upkeep of the road. In Port Alberni,
there are concerns around truck traffic and coal dust from
ship loading.
The federal study should examine, besides the ‘need for
the project’ and the direct environmental effects, possible
alternatives and mitigation measures. More details of the
items to be considered will be found in the ‘Background
Information’ on the CEAA website. Useful additional
information, maps, etc. can be found in the February 2010
‘Addendum’ document.
For individuals or organizations wishing to participate
in the environmental assessment, participant funding will
be available. 0

A Truly Island Home

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

millennium as the hottest decade on record, with the last 12
months the warmest 12 months, the last six months the
warmest six months, and April, May and June 2010, the
hottest April, May, and June on record. Highest ever
temperature record for Asia, a record set in May in Pakistan,
was just under 130 degrees F. As Bill McKibben
commented, “I can turn my oven to 130 degrees.”
Russia’s heat wave caused a doubling in the daily death
rate due to heat stress and from the smoke from fires that
ringed the city. Wildfires covered 1,740 square kilometers.
The street temperature in Moscow was 40 degrees C (104
degrees F). And the drought decimated the Russian wheat
crop. President Putin ordered a ban on wheat exports.
Ukraine also has suffered serious crop failures. It is simply
too hot for the wheat to grow well. The Russian export ban

Build your Dream • Build it Green
• Prefab custom home packages

866-352-5503

• Qualified builders available

• Visit one of our island show homes

www.mandalahomes.com

• Off grid options

info@mandalahomes.com
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Wider than the eye can see—headland south of Retreat Cove, Galiano Island. A picture-perfect day through a special lens.

Photo: Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

Another limestone quarry proposed for Texada
Davie Bay, about halfway down Texada Island’s southwest
side, is the proposed site for what would be Texada’s fourth
limestone quarry. Texada currently has three quarries at the
north end of the Island, all operating well below capacity,
and a fourth that is inactive.
The new quarry is proposed by Lehigh Hanson, a
subsidiary of German multinational Heidelberg Cement
Group, and would be excavated inland from the bay.
However, the company has applied to use provincial Crown
land bordering the bay to site a conveyor belt and barge
loading facility. Lehigh has a similar facility at Sechelt, used
to export gravel from the coast’s largest gravel mine.

No environmental assessment
Lehigh’s proposal for a limestone quarry would
apparently escape BC’s environmental assessment process
because production has been estimated at 240,000 tonnes
per year, 10,000 tonnes under the minimum required for
review. However, the capacity of the mining equipment and
barge loading conveyer would indicate that this annual total
could be reached in only 96 hours of continuous operation,
leading some critics to conclude that this initial production
target has been set specifically to avoid environmental
assessment, and that the company envisions increased

Law. The Friends of Davie Bay have filed a court challenge,
seeking a judicial review of Environment Minister Barry
Penner’s decision not to order an environmental
assessment of the quarry. Penner says that the environmetal
impacts of the quarry can be addressed by the Mine
Development Review Committee of the Ministry of Energy,
Mines, and Petroleum resources.

production later.

Waterfront, caves could be protected
Davie Bay, which faces Lasqueti Island, is a well known
local beauty and picnic spot, centre of a rockfish
conservation area, and an access point to a large and
intricate network of karst caves, known as the most
extensive and best decorated on the mainland coast. They
have never been fully explored.
Water flow through the caves comes to the surface at
Stromberg Falls and Grow Op Creek. In January, the
provincial government announced a seven hectare ‘map
reserve’ around the creeks, but this is not the same as a park.
In addition, Lehigh Hanson has offered to remove 35
hectares from its mining site application to create a buffer
around the cave site.
The provincial Crown land had been slated for a park,
since it includes land around the bay to an elevation of 66
feet, and offshore tidal islands. Lehigh propose to use one
of the islands as the base for the loading facility, since there
is deep water close in.
The development is being opposed by the Texada Action
Now (TAN) Community Association and the Friends of
Davie Bay, with the support of West Coast Environmental

Is another quarry needed?
In addition to environmental concerns, Texada residents
insist that a further limestone quarry is unnecessary.
Pointing out that the three existing mines at the north end
are operating well below capacity, and that Lehigh Hanson
is a customer of the existing quarries, and so the new quarry,
which, with its low planned production, might only be used
to pressure for lower prices from the present facilities. In
that event, any jobs created by the new facility would lead
to job losses at the existing ones.
Lehigh Hanson, for its part, insists that the new quarry
is needed to make up for one recently closed near Victoria.
The company owns about 1,000 acres on Texada, including
some 3.5 km. of waterfront, but it finds that only the Davie
Bay site is suitable for a barge loading facility. 0
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Marine reserves fail to
protect coral reefs
Marine reserves not only fail to give tropical reefs a fighting
chance against climate change, but may also increase their
vulnerability to it, according to Simon Fraser University
researchers.
In a paper recently published in The Public Library of
Science Biology, tropical marine biologists Isabelle Côté
and Emily Darling dispute the widely held theory that
imposing protective measures, such as fishing bans and
pollution control, helps coral reefs cope with climate
change.
Côté is globally recognized as a pioneer in using metaanalysis (mass scientific data analysis) to create a big
picture of the fate of the world’s coral reefs.
‘Marine reserves do not prevent major coral loss
associated with bleaching and climate change,’ says Côté,
who estimates the number of reserves worldwide at 6,000.
‘In many cases, protected reefs seem to be even more
vulnerable than unprotected ones.’
Côté and Darling believe that marine reserves may
foster the growth of coral species that are extremely
sensitive to bleaching, a type of tissue loss that kills corals.
‘The corals that occur outside of reserves seem to
tolerate temperature stress and bleaching better, likely
because they are used to living in a stressful environment,’
adds Darling. ‘This means that instead of increasing reef
resilience to climate change, marine reserves may actually
increase reef vulnerability by protecting temperaturesensitive species.’
The authors emphasize they do see marine protected
areas as an important insurance policy for biodiversity.
However, Côté says, ‘We need to get serious about tackling
climate change and its root causes. Focusing on
implementing locally-based strategies that only resolve
easy fix problems will have no impact on the worldwide
preservation of our already compromised coral reef
system.’
The authors note that human-instigated stressors are
responsible for reducing coral cover in areas such as the
Caribbean by up to 80%—catastrophic given that these
reefs provide much of the world’s seafood and beach sand,
and protect coastal areas from storms. 0

Editorial: The Retroactive Publication Ban
The trial of Dave Basi, Bobby Virk, and Aneal Basi on
charges of leaking information to bidders in the BC
Government’s sale of BC Rail to CN will resume in Supreme
Court in Vancouver on Monday, September 13 after a two
month summer recess.
The acute and continuing public interest in the trial, and
in what actually happened in the sale of BC Rail, has been
frustrated by several years of pre-trial proceedings delaying
the actual start of the trial to May 2010, lackluster reporting
by newspapers and television, and the unsatisfactory
testimony of the single witness so far heard.
These obstacles to understanding have been exacerbated
by a court-ordered publication ban, made retroactive to
cover all previous proceedings.
Charges had been laid in December 2004, about a year
after a police raid on offices in the Legislative building in
Victoria. A Special Prosecutor, Bill Berardino, a former
associate of both the Attorney General and the Deputy
Attorney General, was appointed by the Attorney General.
What followed was some four and a half years of pre-trial
motions and legal arguments.
Until September, 2009, Justice Elizabeth Bennett
oversaw the proceedings. At that time she was appointed to
the Court of Appeal and Justice Anne MacKenzie took over
the case, simultaneously being appointed Associate Chief
Justice of the BC Supreme Court.
On March 3, 2010, it was announced that ‘the accused
in this proceeding have elected to be tried by judge and jury’,
(rather than by judge alone). ‘Accordingly, Madam Justice
MacKenzie has issued a publication ban order …’
Usually, bans are initiated following application by either
the prosecution or the defense, but in this case neither have
indicated publicly that they have made such a request.
The ban, as originally worded, would have essentially
meant that the entire trial would have had to be conducted
in secret. However, s. 648 of the Criminal Code permits a
ban only on ‘information regarding any portion of the trial
at which the jury is not present’, and the publication ban
was reissued:
‘Pursuant to s. 648 of the Criminal Code and the inherent
jurisdiction of the court, there shall be no publication in any

document or broadcast or transmission of any evidence,
submissions, rulings or Reasons for Judgment given in
these proceedings in the absence of the jury until the jury
renders its verdict or until further order of the Court.’
Also, as if to make clear that the phrase ‘proceedings in
the absence of the jury’ was intended to include all court
proceedings that had taken place before the jury was sworn
in, all records of these proceedings (from December 2004
to March 4, 2010) were removed from the Supreme Court
website. The ‘inherent jurisdiction of the court’ was also
invoked to extend the ban from expiring when the jury
retires to consider its verdict (which would be usual) to
when the jury renders its verdict.
The history of the case has been removed, retroactively,
from public view, and the publication of any comment on
prior proceedings becomes an offence under the Criminal
Code. At least one writer has been warned and chastised by
an official of the court for crossing this ill-defined line.
The trial officially started on May 18, 2010 with the jury
in place and examination of the first witness, Martyn
Brown, the Premier’s right-hand-man at the time of the BC
Rail sale. Examination and cross-examination of Mr. Brown
continued until the court recessed on June 28.
His testimony did not advance the case; he ‘could not
recall’ relevant events. It was interrupted, frequently, by
extensive legal argument, for which Justice MacKenzie
excused the jury, thus bringing the proceedings under the
publication ban. Typically, such legal argument bears on the
interpretation of the law, and the admissibility of testimony.
Judges find this useful in ensuring justice is done, but the
jury has not been permitted to hear it.
In fact, in the month and a half since the jury trial
officially started, the jury sat to hear testimony less than half
the time, and frequently attended court in the morning only
to be sent home early.
As a result, the media is prevented from reporting or
commenting on over half of the proceedings. And curiously,
this court order attempts to ‘depublish’ information that has
already been extensively published.
The ban severely limits public knowledge of the trial. It
serves neither justice nor public accountability. 0

Readers’ Letters
Raven Coalmine Public Comment
Dear Editor:
We live in a beautiful place, whose provincial motto is
‘Beautiful British Columbia’. We have a province abundant
with diverse ecosystems, thriving/struggling populations of
fish and wildlife. It has also been described as being ‘Super
Natural’.
The enjoyment, harvest and management of such riches
requires care and respect if we are to preserve this gift of
nature in balance for future generations and if we are to live
healthy lives which at least attempt harmony with the
landscape we enjoy.
The good news. People have become more mindful of
‘the planet’ and of our impact upon it. We recycle, monitor
our water-use, drive cars less, pay attention to the foods we
eat, think more about our carbon footprint.
This forgiving planet has thus far seemed to absorb our
assaults upon it and fortunately, we are more informed
about and appreciative of the beauty and delicacy of the
environmental system that we are a part of.
It is accepted that continued fossil fuel dependence is
unnecessary and only perpetuated because of archaic
thinking, not to mention self-serving corporate influences
on government, at the expense of the health of the planet.
The personal contributions we make in our own small
ways in our own backyards are how we make change
happen globally. Our contribution can be as small as simply
speaking up, voicing our concerns.
Now the bad news. The tipping point has arrived; the
dangers of accumulated environmental poisons are clear
and imminent, most notably CO2 in excess—the worst
offender being coal.
I wish to express my outrage that a coalmine is actually
being proposed in the Comox Valley on Vancouver Island—
an area, a community which enjoys pure air, clean water
and a rich seafood culture. Another coalmine in this age of
enlightenment! Not only will this mine and its operation
have a serious negative impact on the area—its aquifers,
human health, the flora and fauna, but it contributes
globally to a larger problem.
We are well beyond the dark ages of the industrial
revolution and there is no such thing as clean coal. We must
stop poisoning ourselves for short term financial gain and
begin thinking in terms of alternative sources of energy
which are available now.

I strongly oppose the proposed Raven Coal mine
development and wish to add my voice to the growing choir
of protest. Our voices make a difference when combined.
Dawn Stofer, Denman Island
Ed’s Note: September 20 is the last date for public
submissions to the current round of the Canadian
Environmental Assessement process on the proposed
coalmine. See also related article, page 1.

Democracy Slipping Away
Dear Editor:
Have you noticed the huge gulf between what the federal
government says it is doing, and what it is actually doing?
As part of preparations for our annual Hiroshima Day
event, we take stock, thinking of how best to take action for
peace and justice. MP Gary Lunn assures us that his
government cares about nuclear non-proliferation, and
supposedly they used the recent G20 summit to promote
that goal. But, as former disarmament ambassador Doug
Roche commented (Island Tides, July 8, page 10), the
Canada-India nuclear trade deal signed at that time actually
undermined that goal.
Meanwhile, there was plenty of hoopla about Canada’s
G20 support for maternal health care. The $1 billion Canada
committed towards that goal could actually help many
women and their families. But how shocking to learn that
that huge sum is less than our government spent on hosting
the summit!
And the overall goal of the summit was economic: to
ensure ‘sustainable and balanced growth.’ The big problem
with the economic model they are using is that it is totally
unsustainable. It is plenty obvious that we must stop growth
in consumption and build a ‘steady-state’ low consumption
economy.
Reflecting on all this, we see that the quest for peace must
be linked to the quest for truth. The politician’s mouthful of
lies is as frightening as the knock on the door at night!
Thank you to Island Tides for helping with this quest!
Your coverage of federal issues is especially enriched by
Elizabeth May’s columns. I agree with her, that ‘We are in a
very dangerous spot right now.’
Humanity still has the chance to avert disaster—in terms
of climate, in terms of war, in terms of slipping from
democratic governance to fascism. The moment is perilous,
but also alive with promise.’
Jan Slakov (et al), Salt Spring Island 0
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

SINGLE EVENT • $33.60 • With image $39.20 (max 50 words) MULTI-VENUE • $44.80 • With image $50.40 (max 70 words)

Payment with order only. VISA and MasterCard credit cards accepted

Now thru Monday, September 6

Saturday, August 28

Sat thru Mon, September 4 to 6

A Diana Dean exhibition of
paintings and sculptures—
the centre-piece of the show is
6'x8' mural sized painting
called ‘ Clayoquot: Morning Of
The Demonstration’ inspired by
Dean's visit there in 1993 • The
Starfish Gallery • Info & shop
online www.starfishgalleryandstudio.com 250-537-4425 • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Pender Islands, Fall Fair 2010—parade,
exhibits, entertainment, food booths, games, GO
GREEN, beer garden; pre registration until
August 21 • Community Hall • Gate open 10am,
parade 10:30am, opening ceremony 11am; BBQ
5pm, Dance with ‘Tambura Rasa’ 6:30pm •
Admission: Adults $6, 5-16 years $2, under 5
years free • Info: www.pifi.ca Margaret Alpen
250-629-6681 • ON PENDER ISLAND

143rd Saanich Fair–over 5000 exhibits, duct tape contest,
eating contests, dog and horse shows, entertainment, midway
• Saanich Fairground, 1528 Stellys X Road • Saturday and
Sunday: 8am-9pm; Monday til 6pm • Admission: Adults
$10/$9, Seniors and Youth (7-13yrs) $7/$6, Children 6 and
under free • Info: www.saanichfair.ca • IN SAANICHTON

Saturday, August 21

Sea, Land and Time—solo exhibition of original oil paintings
and photography on canvas by Terrill Welch • Mayne Island
Reading Centre (the Library)
Miners Bay • Fri, Sep 3: Opening
Reception, 7–9pm; Exhibit:
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday,
11am-3pm • Info: email:
tawelch@shaw.ca 250-539-5877 •
ON MAYNE ISLAND

Concert: ‘We Ain't Down Yet’—a mystery themed tour with
fun-filled music from the past to the present; raising funds for
the Heart and Stroke Foundation • Community Hall • Doors
6:30pm, overture 6:55pm, start 7pm • Tickets: $25 at Talisman
Books and Southridge Country Farm Store • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Thurs, Aug 26—Sun, Sept 5
24th Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre
Festival—seventeen venues packed with 66
live international comedy, drama, live art and
spoken-word shows, see 10 shows for just $70;
SAT Aug 28: free Fringekids Fest with live
entertainment, crafts, and more, 11am-4pm,
Market Square • Tickets & Info:
www.victoriafringe.com, 250-383-2663, • IN
VICTORIA

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

R

ain! After about 40 days of sunshine we got rain!
Rusty cars turned to crusty cars, dessicated grass
soaked your legs and shoes. People scrambled for
raincoats and promptly forgot them wherever they put them
down cause it wasn’t really raining that hard and they aren’t
in the habit. Blackberries got a good plumping up which is
critical for the wasps and pie-makers.
Saturday was the day appointed for rain. Saturday the
kind of day in August you plan a year ahead for a wedding
or a family reunion betting easy odds that it will be just fine
for that crowd you are hosting. Forty people and kids
dispersed for the day playing bocce, badminton, lounging
around visiting on patios and porches is way different than
40 people inside the house while you assemble dinner and

Fri thru Wed, September 3 to 22

Saturday, September 4
Pender Film group Screenings—SAT SeP 4: Northface
(2008)—in 1936, demonstrating its superiority to the rest of the
world, the Nazi party commissions two competing teams to
conquer the treacherous ‘unclimbable’ North Face of the Eiger
• Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

festivities. Nonetheless the show goes on, just in a far cosier
manner than anticipated!

Queen of Nanaimo Crash
Last Monday, my family was aboard the Mayne Queen
docked at Mayne when they spied the Nanaimo coming in
full bore to the other berth. A loud announcement boomed
over the entire area, ‘Get off the dock and out of the area!’
Straight as an arrow she drove into the landing aprons with
a crash, bounced and came again. It must have been terribly
alarming for the passengers and the crew.
In talking to a member of the crew, I learned that each
of three watches practices hard landings, running aground,
and collision drills six times a year. At the start of each
watch on a 10-day shift they practice throwing out the
anchor, and fire and boat drills.
I forget this. When the eternal and interminable ‘The
following safety announcement…’ comes on at the start of

Fri, Sat & Sun, September 10-12
Salt Spring PRIDe 2010—6th Annual GLBTQ Festival;
SePT 10: ‘Shock-O-l’Art’, 601 Upper Ganges Rd, 7pm, tickets
$15; SePT 11: Pride Parade 1pm, meet Mahon Hall noon,
PRIDE in the Park, 2-4pm, Dance at Barbs 8pm; SePT 12:
Potluck, Ruckle Park site 3, 12-4pm • Info: www.glossi.org • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sunday, September 12
Living Life Large Festival—groove with
Blackberry Wood, Tambura Rasa, SaraJeanne Hosie as Patsy Cline, Smooth Edge,
and The Naked DJ’s • grounds of the Heriot
Bay Inn • 1-11pm • Tickets: $40 (under 15:
pay your age) at Music Plant,
Hummingbird, Heriot Bay Inn • Info: 888605-4545 info@heriotbayinn.com • ON
QUADRA ISLAND

Salish Sea-wide Visibility

islandtides@islandtides.com 250-629-3660
every leg of the ride I tune it all out. I know exactly where
the life preservers are as all kids who ride the ferry and are
about 2-years-old adore banging on the first deck cupboards
in which they are stored on the Mayne Queen. Beyond this
and commonsense, I don’t really know very much about
what to do in a ship emergency.
Monday morning there was no response from the boat
propellers to the Captain’s command to reverse. (The cause
of the problem is still under investigation, according to BC
Ferries.) What a shock to us all—on board or not! The crew
is trained not only to be kind, and helpful and serve us
Sunshine Breakfasts and magazines with courtesy but to be
quick to act and do all that they know to ensure public safety
in that split second in that one time in a million when the
system fails. We don’t do the frequent drills that they do,
so we ferry riders forget in the 100 rides or so a year that
SATURNA, please turn to page 14

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

Coast Guard crew arrive at Village Bay, Mayne Island ferry terminal to check out the Queen of Nanaimo (background), after a ‘hard landing’ due to mechanical failure. The accident, which
occurred on August 3, injured 8 passengers and 5 crew member. The ship was out of action for three days, the berth is out of action until Friday, August 20.
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Know Thyself, Know Thy Septic ~ Todd Johnston

Islander falls waist deep into wastewater!

B

eing a CRD Septic Savvy Workshop Facilitator, I
think about septic systems quite a bit; and in this line
of work I hear it all. At a recent workshop, a local
resident told us how she found out (the hard way) that a
neglected system can bring some messy surprises. While
turning over the compost in her back yard, she took a fateful
miss-step and the ground collapsed below her. ‘So that’s
where my septic tank is!’ she thought as she sank waist deep
into human waste. Tearing off her clothes and running to
the shower, she vowed to locate the rest of her septic system
and mark it well.
Sludgy as it sounds, a septic system can be your best
friend, providing safe, dependable wastewater treatment in
an environmentally friendly manner and returning clean
water to the water table.

If an RV or boat is parked on the drain field, the soil
compacts, microorganisms are compromised and the pipes
may be crushed. Know where your drain field is, plant only
grass on it and don’t park on it or use it to store lumber,
firewood or anything else.

your oil is inexpensive and easy to overlook, but if you don’t
you’re probably not going to be driving very long. Same with
septic systems. Get a Registered Onsite Wastewater
Practitioner (ROWP) to create a maintenance plan and stick
to it—you’ll get many years of inexpensive, reliable

Find your Septic Tank!
It’s crucial to know where your septic tank is located, partly
so you can avoid falling into it, but also so you can take good
care of it. Most newer tanks are made of concrete or
plastic—you’re unlikely to fall into a newer tank. (Some
older tanks were made of wood, which eventually rots, or
metal, which rusts.) All septic tanks need to be pumped out
eventually, usually every 2 to 5 years, because solids do build
up in the tank. Additives do not help, and can actually harm
your system; additives are banned in some regions.

Find the Drain Field!
Knowing your septic tank and drain field’s location also
means you can protect them from damage. The drain field
is the second essential part of your septic system. Here, the
majority of sewage treatment takes place. Microorganisms
in the soil ‘digest’ dangerous pathogens, but these microorganisms need oxygen and good drainage to stay healthy.

SCOPING THE SYSTEM

FINDING THE FIELD
But Does It Work?
You may know where you septic system is but are you losing
sleep wondering how well its is actually working? Has it
been largely ignored? Is it showing signs of malfunction?
Thinking of selling the place? You might consider getting
an inspection. So what does that look like?
This spring, Ron Hein, Manager of the Onsite
Wastewater Registration Program for the Applied Science
Technologists and Technicians of BC (ASTTBC), walked
CRD staff through a typical inspection. Hein commented,
‘investing in a baseline inspection and regular maintenance
schedule might cost a few hundred dollars—ignoring it can
cost you thousands.’
The system in under review was vintage 1960s,
whereabouts and condition unknown—the owners had only
been there a few years and had no previous maintenance
records.
Not to worry—the modern inspector relies more on
laptops, and pipe cameras than backhoes. Within a few
hours Ron had located the long-buried distribution boxes
and laterals; it was then time to test the components and
flow. Much to the relief of the owner, the old system was
actually working relatively well—not to0 bad for a system
in its fifties!
When I expressed my surprise at the clean bill of health,
our expert commented ‘Somebody’s done some
maintenance here.’
Comparing the old system to a car, Hein said, ‘Changing

treatment. I’ve seen functioning systems as old as seventyfive-years. I’ve also seen two-year-old systems malfunction
when improperly installed.’
‘So where to from here?’ asked a beaming home owner.
‘Well, first thing I would do,’ replied Hein ‘is remove that
apple tree you’ve planted over top of the field—the roots can
crack pipes. Other than that, just keep up with the
maintenance plan I wrote for you.’
A recent survey revealed that typical costs for inspections
on Vancouver Island range from $350 to $650, or $60 per
hour plus travel. Compare that to the cost of system repair
or replacement which can range from $20–$40,000 or
more.
Another effective way to prevent problems is to
understand how your system works and how to care for it.
We’re also happy to send you a free household information
kit and our website (www.crd.bc.ca/septic) has a wealth of
information on this subject. You’ll also find a wealth of
information, including video clips, household information
kits
and
much
more
at
www.crd.bc.ca/wastewater/septic/index.htm.
If you’d like me to come and talk in your area, our twohour workshop ‘How to Care for Your Septic System’ is free.
For workshop registration or for information on Registered
Onsite Wastewater Practitioners, call 250-360-3030 or
email tjohnston@crd.bc.ca. 0

3 Ways To Make Your Habitat Wildlife-Friendly ~ Sarah Coulber, Canadian Wildlife Federation
If you’re like me, you love listening to the sweet song of birds
or catching a glimpse of a brightly-coloured butterfly
fluttering by. There is so much beauty to enjoy in the natural
world—and much benefit from it, too. For instance, insects
such as bees and butterflies are important worldwide for
their pollinating abilities. Thanks to pollinators we enjoy
chocolate, fruit, cotton pajamas and more!
With the continuous loss of our wild spaces, Canadian
wildlife rely more and more on gardens—be it a window box
or a grand estate—for their survival. To make your property
inviting, incorporate as many of these elements as possible.

Meeting The Four Needs of Wildlife–
Food, Water, Shelter, Space
FOOD. Plant a variety of trees, shrubs, vines and herbaceous
perennials. Together they will provide nectar, pollen, seeds
and fruit. Consider the four seasons as you plan your
garden, with early spring flowers for returning and

awakening animals right through to seeds and berries that
remain on flowering plants and shrubs during the winter
months.
WATER. If you don’t have a natural source of water and
your budget is tight, don’t worry, even a simple dish of water
will work. Clean the dish when it begins to look dirty and
change the water at least twice a week. This helps eliminate
both germs and mosquitoes.
SHELTER. By growing a variety of plants, you give animals
the chance to rest, nest and escape both predators and
inclement weather. Evergreen trees (that keep their
needles) are helpful to keep off cold winter winds while
deciduous trees (that shed their leaves) are great for many
creatures in the summer months.
The trunks of both are useful for cavity nesting birds, as
are snags (dead standing trees). To keep your snag safe for
humans, trim the top back to approximately two metres and
remove any branches that are a cause for concern.

Make or leave existing rock and brush piles, put up a bat
house and leave fallen trees on your property for those cute
and bug-hungry salamanders.
SPACE. Birds and other creatures view your property in
three-dimensional terms. Including diverse layers of
vegetation with varying heights and textures increases the
‘space’ of your habitat. It’s like adding rooms and furniture
to a bare four-walled house.

garden earth-friendly
The key to earth-friendly gardening is the avoidance of
chemical pesticides—both insecticides and herbicides.
While spraying pesticides on weeds or pesky insects, you’re
also harming other organisms and wildlife. Moreover, they
can also be harmful to human health and enter our
waterways, affecting environments far beyond your garden.
Another way to be a green gardener is to use natural
fertilizers, such as compost or manure. When you mow your
HABITAT, please turn to page 15
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The Islands Trust Story: Celebrating 35 Years
Peter Lamb

I

n the first episode of the story (in Island Tides last
edition, online www.islandtides.com), events leading
to the Trust’s formation in June 1974 were described.
The newly formed trust is controlled by three general
trustees, appointed by the province. The population in the
Trust Area in 1974 is around 4,000 having grown from
3,260 in 1966, an increase of about 2.6%/year. Rapid
subdivision of the islands had been curtailed
by the ten-acre land freeze imposed in 1969.

Act 2: Scene 1: getting
Down To Business
The curtain rises in the new Islands Trust
office at 848 Courtney Street in Victoria.
Local trust areas on the thirteen major
islands are under pressure to complete their
respective Official Community Plans so that
the unusual ten-acre freeze can be lifted. An
office manager is appointed by the Province
and three planners are hired to help local
trustees prepare community plans and
zoning bylaws as well as review
development applications. Support staff are
added within a few weeks and the Islands
Trust gets to work.
However, land-use decisions are still being made by the
seven affected regional districts, subject to approval by the
Islands Trust. The provincial government retains final
approval of official community plans and other bylaws. The
Trust begins work as a limited local government indeed.
Within a year, the Islands Trust Act is amended, in
response to an offer of land, to allow for the establishment
of the Islands Trust Fund to hold land and to receive
donations for land purchases (although this section of the
Act is not proclaimed until 1987). Its story will be told later.

Scene 2: Toward Maturity And
Responsiveness
What happens next is intriguing. The election of December,
1975, brings the Social Credit party back into power. Hugh
Curtis, MLA for Saanich and the Islands, who had been
critical of the Trust structure (but not its mandate) when in
Opposition, becomes the new Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing (the ministry that oversees the Trust). Still
eager to see the islands protected, in February 1977 he
introduces Bill 25, the Islands Trust Amendment Act,
proposing significant changes designed to make the Trust
‘a more mature and responsive body.’
The Bill proposes to transfer responsibility for land-use
decisions from the regional districts to the Islands Trust,
eliminating one level of government from the land-use
planning approval process. The regional districts have
mixed feelings about their reduced role. The Vancouver Sun
of February 29 reports ‘The reactions of regional districts
affected by proposed amendments to the Islands Trust Act
range from fury to cautious praise to enthusiasm.’
However, as Curtis points out, they still have an
important role to play in administering building regulations,
parks and recreation, solid and liquid waste disposal and
other ‘customary services’ to the Islands.
The proposed Bill removes the Province’s right to
appoint the Trust Manager and permits the Trust to fund

FUTURE from page 2

will cause the price of grains to rise globally, threatening
global food security.
Drought has also gripped much of Africa, with Niger
reporting the worst drought in its history with villages being
abandoned, leaving dead livestock behind.
Torrential rains hit much of Asia, with significant
downpours also impacting Poland and Germany. China
and Pakistan were hard hit. Nearly 1,500 people have died
in the landslides in China. Approximately 1,600 people
have died in Pakistan due to the flooding. The
humanitarian impact extends far beyond the death toll.
Thirteen million people have been affected. Millions are
displaced. The floods due to a combination of torrential
rains and illegal logging. Warmer air holds more moisture
than cooler air. We are all seeing the results of our changed
atmosphere in more frequent, extreme events of torrential
rainfall.
Glaciers have collapsed. From July 6-7, Greenland’s
Jakobshavn Isbrae glacier lost a nearly 7 square kilometre
chunk of ice and retreated one mile. On August 5, a
different Greenland glacier, the Petermann Glacier, lost a
251 square kilometre “ice island.” Meanwhile, Arctic sea
ice was at its lowest extent ever for the month of June.
Climate scientists are always careful to say that any one
event cannot be blamed on the climate crisis, but they are

its operations through a local property tax levy to
supplement the provincial grant.
To strengthen the Islands Trust mandate, the Bill also
enables the Trust to adopt special protective regulations
applicable to designated areas of high recreational, scenic
or ecological importance.
In his remarks, the Minister sums up the provincial
interest in the Islands Trust: ‘The principle
that the province as a whole has an interest
in preserving and protecting the Islands
Trust area is maintained in the continuation
of provincial approval of bylaws, provision
of financial support and the introduction of
a new clause to assist in protecting the
prime natural areas designated in regional
plans.’
There is a concerted effort by the NDP
opposition, led by Charles Barber, to
challenge the proposed amendments to the
Islands Trust Act. He is especially critical of
the increased power given to the
provincially-appointed general trustees for
local planning in the Islands and of the lack
of consultation with the seven regional
districts affected. Persistent attempts to
amend or delay passage of the Bill by the NDP opposition
fail but during the final stages of the debate, the Minister
acknowledges their criticism as well as public reaction and
introduces a vitally important further amendment to the
Bill.
The three general trustees will be elected from among
the twenty six locally-elected trustees to fill the positions of
chair and two vice-chairs, rather than appointed by the
government. This was enough for Barber who said it was a
significant move ‘that grants simultaneously greater power
and greater accountability’ to the local trust committees.
The Islands Trust would be fully elected starting in the next
local elections in December, 1978. In short order, the
amended legislation is passed.
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Eco-Idea: Respect for All
Beings ~ Jan Slakov

Born in 1921, scientist Ursula Franklin has earned a place
in the hearts and minds of
many Canadians. Her
leadership in research,
teaching, and working for
a more peaceful, more just
world have earned her
many honours, including
being nominated as a
Companion of the Order of
Canada.
Her view of peace can
be summed up as the ‘pot
luck’ vision of a better
world: When there is
peace and justice in
society, there is a way for
everyone to contribute and everyone is welcome. Just like
the way a pot luck supper works—by participating, each
person can find friendship and sustenance. And even those
who can't contribute food can still contribute, by cleaning
up or simply by bringing whatever it is they have to offer to
the event.
This idea of peace finds resonance in the permaculture
idea ‘that everything farms’. Animals such as chickens are
not seen merely as meat and egg producers, but as
contributors to the farm who also find friendship,
sustenance and happiness, in their lives on the farm.
An important step towards a healthier, more peaceful
world is to include non-humans in our view of peace. Let's
work to phase out factory farming, and in the meantime,
avoid buying animal products unless you are sure the
animals were raised in healthy, happy conditions. 0

Scene 3: Difficult Challenges Ahead
It is now 1980 and the Social Credit Party is still in office.
Bill Vander Zalm is the new Minister of Municipal Affairs.
A discussion paper on regional and local governments in BC
is prepared for the Ministry.
In November 1981, Vander Zalm introduces Bill 72, the
Land Use Act and sets the stage for a prolonged and
contentious debate over local government structure in BC.
Ministry staff appear before the trustees to explain some
proposed and unwelcome changes, including an
unexpected proposal to abolish the Islands Trust, sending
trustees and islanders into action.
Read Act 3 in Island Tides’ next edition.
The Islands Trust Story is available for purchase on Salt
Spring Island at Salt Spring Books, Volume Two Book
Store, Sabine's Fine Used Books; on Saturna Island at
Saturna General Store, on Galiano Island at Galiano
Island Books, on Pender Island at Talisman Books &
Gallery, on Mayne Island at Miners Bay Books, and on
Denman Island at Abraxas Books & Gifts.
Peter Lamb lives on Salt Spring, has been an islander for
20 years and was a former local trustee. 0

clear that it is highly unlikely that the spate of climate
disasters could have occurred if not for the dramatic
changes in global climate caused by human activity.
The first task on this new Eaarth is to end our addiction
to fossil fuels – quickly. We must avoid those “tipping
points” in the atmosphere that condemn us to an unlivable
planet. Its grim characteristics were described by scientist
Stephen Hawking who fears Earth “could end up like
Venus, at 250 degrees centigrade and raining sulphuric
acid.” Such an end point remains unlikely, but possible.
Avoiding it requires a dramatically different course than
that set by the current government of ever expanding tar
sands and no domestic plan to cut carbon. Once that new
course has been set, the next steps require figuring out how
we live on a new and less hospitable planet. We need strong,
resilient communities, greater local food security, a green
energy revolution. And we need governments around the
world to wake up to the reality that there is no larger threat
to our economy, our society, our future—and our present—
than the climate crisis.
Elizabeth E. May is an Officer of the Order of Canada,
Leader of the Green Party of Canada and nominate
candidate for Parliament in Saanich Gulf Islands. 0
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Book Review by Lindsay Williams

A Novel About Curiosity

J

oan Thomas’ first novel Reading by Lightning won a
Commonwealth Prize and the Amazon.ca First Novel
Award. A strong first novel is often an indicator of
exquisite writing, so I pay attention when I see the second
book by an such an author. Curiosity: A Love Story is
beautifully written, so lovingly formed and put together.
Mary Anning was a actual woman in the late 19th century
who was at the forefront of paleontology in England. The
recurring themes of bones, skeletons, fossils, and the quest
for knowledge are dropped into the story like tiny perfect
roses on a cake.
Thomas sculpts this novel, making every single curve and
shadow and angle as perfect as it can be. There is not one
word wasted, and there were many lines that I read over
and over again. The veil of sadness is woven thinly, the
heartbreak minimal but incredibly visceral.
Thomas has created a unique mix of lyrical, poetic prose
and sharp storytelling. She offers rich language, rough 19th
century English vernacular, and avoids long-winded

passages that can make a
novel of this genre
difficult to hug to your
chest.
Curiosity in the title
has many levels: the
curiosities that the
Anning family sells for a
living, Mary’s curiosity
about the fossils and
bones she finds on the
harsh seashore, and—
so—the
unforgettably
curiosity of her first love, a scientist who sweeps into town
and chips away at her preconceived notions of men and
women and the dark and secret world of passion.
Curiosity: A Love Story, Joan Thomas, McClelland &
Stewart, Hardcover, 0

Time To Abandon Tired Global-Or-Nothing Ideology
Barry O’Neill
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Every other day in the big mainstream dailies, it seems,
some right-wing champion of so-called public-private
partnerships is given generous column inches to extol the
virtues of P3s and the global market. Earlier this year, for
example, ATB Financial economist Todd Hirsch argued
that opponents of a Calgary bridge construction project that
went to a Spanish bidder were needlessly ‘paranoid’ about
lost jobs and ‘insecure’ in their failure to embrace the
wisdom of the global market in awarding contracts for large
public infrastructure projects.
Mr Hirsch’s argument rested on the tit-for-tat logic of
global trade—that if we give a construction project to a
company in Spain we’ll end up getting an IT contract in
return. This misses the point about the Bow River bridge
deal and similar projects elsewhere. Mr Hirsch and
likeminded observers, in their zeal to push a global-ornothing agenda, seem unwilling to examine what a ‘local
first’ policy really means.
Consider for a moment a procurement model that
includes in its decision-making process the value of a local
business that may have been located in the community
paying taxes in that community. Should such value not be
considered a factor in the fiscal well-being of a
community—not only for the bottom line but also with
regard to the environment, employment, and innovation?
In terms of building healthy local economies, I am sure
Mr Hirsch would agree that we’ve pretty much maxed out
on our traditional reliance on revenue streams such as
federal government transfers and cost development
charges on property taxes. By the same token, I can agree
that fair taxation should be the goal for all levels of
government.
So what are the alternatives? Let’s take a look at how
our existing tax dollars go to work. Some of us believe that
maximizing the multiplier effect of those tax dollars—
creating more revenue from consumer spending that stays
in the community—is a good thing. So is providing more
opportunities for young entrepreneurs to stay in the
communities where they live so that they can develop
innovative new products at home, rather than joining the
brain drain to bigger cities or other countries. We could
create additional revenue by promoting programs that use
capital stock in municipalities. We could do leakage
analysis in order to find ways to slow down the number of

dollars that leave the community. We could consider
programs that deal with import substitution to reduce, for
example, our reliance on produce that’s been flown in from
another hemisphere.
These ideas are not new—nor are they rocket science.
(Notwithstanding the new Canada-United States
Procurement Agreement, which threatens to open up even
our water supply to US markets—and that’s a whole other
issue—several American states and cities have enacted
procurement policies that provide either preferential
options for, or discounts to, local bidders on infrastructure
projects.) These initiatives have worked in the past, and
they continue to prove effective in developing new revenue
GLOBAL, please turn to page 15
FISH FARM from page 1

infection since then, with the potential to contaminate wild
salmon in the vicinity.
The absence of any disease reporting also ignores
Canadian Food Inspection Agency standards, as well as
those of the OIE – the World Organization for Animal
Health. The OIE requires the notification of outbreaks of
IHN, among a number of fish diseases.

Comparison with current BC
Provincial regulations
DFO states that ‘the licence conditions under the
proposed Regulations would regulate most aspects of
aquaculture that were covered in the former provincial
regulations’ and that ‘The baseline for the cost-benefit
analysis is the current situation in which aquaculture is
managed by the British Columbia government.’ This
indicates that the federal regulations duplicate in many
ways the objectives and inadequacy of the BC regime, which
has, over the last twenty years, favoured the fish farm
operators to the detriment of wild salmon and fishermen.
This is confirmed: ‘The proposed Regulations would
maintain the current economic activity in rural
communities (in 2007, the overall revenue generated by the
aquaculture industry in British Columbia was
approximately $385M) and boost investor and consumer
confidence (approximately 90% of farmed salmon is
exported to the United States).’

A chance for public comment
The proposed regulations may be found at the Canada
Gazette website under Department of Fisheries and Oceans:
Pacific Aquaculture Regulations, along with a ‘Regulatory
Impact Analysis Statement’ and names and addresses to
which comments should be sent. 0
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Inches (Centimetres) To Spare ~ Pené Hollingworth

W

ould I drive in India? Not likely! Sitting in the
traffic on Highway #1 in the Fraser Valley,
listening to the frantic honking of the horns of
shiny new cars driven by impatient people, reminds me of
the traffic of India. India is a country of almost 1.4 billion
people, who thankfully don’t all have cars. (The new census
will tell us how accurate this is if they can find everyone!)
All the same, the fact that you are stuck in traffic doesn’t
change. The difference is the entertainment value of Indian
highways. In particular, India’s National Highway #1 will
provide you with weeks of entertainment all by itself.
The first time I traveled on National
Highway #1 out of Delhi, I watched, fascinated,
as three lanes of transport, of infinite variety,
filled each side of the divided highway. The
only problem was that it was all going in the
same direction.
Curiosity overtaking me, I turned to my
guide to ask if there was a highway going the
other direction with all the traffic headed into
Delhi. As he was busy, I turned back to watch
the slowly moving traffic, and to my surprise,
despite the divider, the traffic was now going
in two directions. Shaking my head, I looked
again; I thought I was seeing things! As we
approached the next gap in the center divider
all the traffic changed sides again. In true
Indian fashion the traffic was using every
centimetre of the road as it became available.
All this happens smoothly without even a near
miss between vehicles going opposite
directions.
The diversity of traffic is unbelievable. In
one short stretch of road you can find gaily
decorated but much overloaded trucks;
battered buses full of people packed in like
sardines, competing with produce, luggage, chickens and
anything else imaginable; green-and-yellow taxi tuktuks,
small three-wheel vehicles, crammed to the very edges of
existence; tractors with trailers loaded with all manner of
goods and people; pickup trucks with so many people in the
back that some simply hang on with one hand holding the
back edge of the roof while they balance with one foot on
the bumper; camel carts loaded with straw to the point of
disappearance, going who knows where; elephants with

POETS COVE



their mahouts riding high on their backs; bicycle rickshaws
carrying people along, as wiry men pedal for all they are
worth; motorcycles winding in and out of traffic much as
they do at home, but sometimes carrying whole families of
five on one bike; bullock carts plodding along amongst all
the noise and pollution; horses; stubborn donkeys; religious
processions or demonstrations and occasionally a car
obviously carrying a well off Indian or tourist. Through all
of this wind people carrying bundles and water jugs on their
heads, vendors selling every item imaginable and
sometimes men with performing monkeys or cobras.

At one point, as the traffic was particularly heavy, three
lanes had turned themselves into five and were snaking
around power poles and onto residents’ doorsteps. Some of
the traffic jams were created by trucks positioning
themselves sideways to the traffic, as they tried to cross
three lanes of traffic to find a faster lane.
Intrepid Indian ladies carrying large bundles of sticks on
their heads wind their way through the congestion in their
brightly coloured saris.

PENDER ISLAND



Adding to the confusion everywhere is the sacred cow.
According to the Hindu religion the cow is regarded as the
caretaker and a symbol of the maternal figure and is not to
be tampered with. India is full of cows wandering
everywhere; if one of them should care to take a nap against
the center divider of a highway everything must avoid the
sleeping beauty.
It is crazy watching a large semi, let alone three lanes of
traffic, trying to manoeuvre around a cow on the road.
Throw in a few pigs (not sacred) on garbage detail and it
becomes even crazier. The remarkable thing is that there is
absolutely no road rage! In fact all the trucks
sport a large sign on the rear saying ‘Please honk
horn’ as they want to know you are there.
Even the single lane roads, in the
countryside, will have two or three lanes of
totally inappropriate traffic, and are always
under construction at the best of times. If you
should happen to get stuck behind a large truck
carrying construction materials then your
journey could be very long!
At this time you would get an opportunity to
enjoy the colourful saris and waving children
along the edge of the road. Passing on these
roads is a nightmare as the vehicles pass at a fair
speed with inches to spare and with no regard
as to what is coming from the opposite direction.
There are many more large trucks and
tractors with trailers, carrying masses of people
to work in rural areas; camel carts loaded with
straw for animals and roofing, and bullock carts
loaded with bricks from the primitive brick kilns
found throughout India.
Driving oneself in India, or even the thought
of it, is enough to make one stop at every temple
throughout India and give offerings for a safe
journey. I swear that only an Indian could ever figure out
the rules of the road. But maybe there are lessons learned
there that would help the Trans Canada Highway, as in
India it all eventually seems to work and no one seems to
develop high blood pressure while driving.
Pené Hollingworth is an international tour guide
extraordinaire. 0
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Tax incentive to conserve land arrives on
Denman and Hornby
The Islands Trust Fund has announced the
expansion of the Natural Area Protection
Tax Exemption Program (NAPTEP) to the
Denman and Hornby Islands. With the
consent of the Comox Valley Regional
District Board, this innovative property tax
exemption program—previously available
in the southern Gulf Islands—is moving
northwards.
‘The NAPTEP program is unique to the
Islands Trust,’ said Louise Bell, Denman
Island local trustee and Trust Fund Board
member. ‘Given its success on other islands,
I feel sure it will prove attractive here and
increase conservation efforts in the northern
islands.’
NAPTEP is a voluntary program that
rewards conservation-minded landowners
with an annual 65% property tax reduction
on portions of their land protected by a
conservation covenant. The program
ensures that the covenanted portion of land
will remain in its natural state regardless of
who owns it in the future.
The program works well for people who
own ecologically significant land, and who
want to protect and preserve the natural
beauty of the islands. It gives landowners
the opportunity to leave a significant legacy
for the future, while lessening their financial
burden. So far, NAPTEP has helped Island

landowners to protect more than 65
hectares of sensitive ecosystems in the
Islands Trust Area. NAPTEP participants
report saving up to $3,700 annually on their
property taxes, while protecting areas
ranging in size from one to 23 hectares.
‘The 65% exemption on our property
taxes was what originally enticed us to apply
to the program,’ said David Collins, recent
donor of the Westbourne NAPTEP
covenant on Galiano Island. ‘But the
unexpected bonus was learning how we
could serve as stewards of our land.’
‘While we knew that we would care for
our land in our lifetime, we realized that
without a covenant there was no guarantee
as to what may happen to our cherished
forest and Garry oak meadow after we are
gone,’ said Sylvia Pincott, donor of the
Woodwinds NAPTEP covenant. ‘With a
NAPTEP covenant, it is comforting to know
those ecosystems will remain on this
property in perpetuity. And with the special
encouragement of a reduction in property
taxes, it is a win/win arrangement.’
Landowners on Denman and Hornby
Islands are now eligible for the program.
Kate Emmings of the Islands Trust Fund
will be presenting information sessions, see
advertisement this page. 0
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Heritage Restorations ~ Wallace George du Temple
Are you:
Searching for decoration tips?
For a historically correct home renovation.
Wanting period wallpaper designs just so?
Fussing about china décor, floral or?
Getting silver ware that says ‘colonial’?
And fabric and wall trim decade authentic?
Where ought you go for that information?
The answer is closer to your slippers than you think.
That’s if you are in the heritage home you want to restore.
If you are a serious Heritologist call in a Nestologist
That’s the guy who does Nestectomies.
Now if you live in Alberta, forget about it!
You cannot properly restore a home there.
That’s because Rattus Rattus and Rattus Norvegicus
Have been poisoned, eradicated, drowned in oil sands
Even pet rats like Matilda taken to Alberta have been deported.
Yes I am talking about rats.
Historians, architects, and scientists say that rats can be curators
Of wonderful collections! They gather a random sampling of everyday things
And provide a look at how people lived in different eras.
Generations of rats can occupy the same nest
With piles of delightful refuse dusty and rank
Crammed into confined spaces of attics, eaves, or basements.
Dissertations have been written by studying the layers
Of these major archeological caches above ground!
Are you a do-it-yourself type?
Go have a look behind pantry or hearth.
You’ll need to look beyond the crystallized urine
That encases your treasure of paper, from journal pages,
Magazines and newspapers, and that adheres to
Wear a protective mask, gloves, and disposable cloak!
Without any formal training you can become a Nestologist
And perform your own Nestectomies.
From even the tiniest fragments dusted and cleaned
You can extrapolate patterns of fabric, wallpaper, and wood.
For example: the replica of the dimity canopy on George Washington’s
Mt Vernon bed could not have been made without the work of rats!
Sadly because most old-house owners do not appreciate rats’ nests
Wonderful collections of things from the colonial period of Vancouver Island
Went into the trash. Poor rats who are not valued as archivists!
Come to think of it, even human curators are banished
To archival bins of basements, log cabins and self-storage units
Undervalued.
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Confessions Of A Woodlot Wife ~ Jill Brocklehurst

L

eafing through Edge of Discovery; A History of the
Campbell River District, and pausing at photos
taken in the early 1900s, I thought not much
remains the same. Much of the old-growth forest was
harvested and a community was built on the back of this
perpetual industry. It has been my experience that you can
construct buildings and pave roads, but once our backs are
turned, you can’t stop the forest from returning.
Then, last October, The Campbell River CourierIslander announced that Campbell River icon Logger Mike
was back atop a new spar in the downtown core after an
absence of almost two years. Crane and rigging crews
lowered a 460-year-old yellow cedar spar into a specially
designed stand and then hoisted 25-year-old Mike back into
place. Mike had last been seen downtown in February 2008
when he came down from the rotting Tyee Plaza transit
shelter spar for a little R&R (rest & retouching).
Symbolic of economic challenges in Campbell River, the
City has again invested in Downtown Revitalization
Projects. ‘Big Mike’ first appeared in 1984 during economic
challenges brought on by a nation-wide recession and
lengthy strikes and lockouts at the Elk Falls Mill and
Westmin Resources Ltd—2009 was another economic test.
However, the return of ‘Highrigger Mike’ set me off on a
different path—reflecting on the forest.
I moved to British Columbia from Ontario in 1993
thinking I was an environmentalist. I was appalled at the
clearcuts and the apparent destruction of our natural
resources. I was righteous in my views, conscious of my
footprint on planet earth and arrogant in my positional
stance… until I met my husband—a
Quadra Island Woodlot Licensee—in
2000.
Jerry confronted me on all my
beliefs. He had me questioning the
pillage of forests for any use outside of
wooded parkland and a working
forest. Our most frequent conflict
came with my plea for pasture. In
2003 I brought my new horse home
to our 24-acre private land portion of
Jerry’s Woodlot Licence. I was thrilled
when he opened a less than 1 hectare
plot and put a great six-foot fence
around it, although I told him horses
really only need a four-foot high fence.
We talked about how he was going to
drain the soil and turn a marshy area
into dryer land. We discussed grass
seed and I was tickled, yes my
husband does love me.
You can imagine my confusion
when the boxes of seedlings arrived
and Jerry began calling it the ‘Maple
Field’. What should have been
pasture, in my mind, was a maple
plantation in his! The six-foot fence
LOGGER
was to keep deer out, not horses in.
MIKE GETS
Well, we experimented as he
proclaimed an interest in agroHAULED
forestry, a combination of forestry and
BACK INTO
agriculture practices. Fortunately, my
PLACE
mare passed the test. Real conflicts
began when he purchased a logging
horse named Tim, a big ‘ole Belgian draft horse (everything
my husband does revolves around trees!), Tim loves maple
trees AND his favourite scratching post is a sapling about
two or three inches in diameter and 15 feet high. We now
have several snapped in half.
So why would an article about logging appear in Synergy
Magazine, “dedicated to Mindful Living”? As a selfacclaimed environmentalist I had met my adversary. I had
never met a more pro-the-natural-environment person
than Jerry and I soon met his colleagues who were an equal
match. These men and women had me questioning many
of my favourite activities. Take alpine skiing for instance;

SHORELINE
DESIGN

clearcut! Or how about a game of golf; clearcut! Maybe
those pretty farms down in Courtenay with flowing fields of
grass; another clearcut! They reminded me that these were
clearcuts with no intention to reforestation. And so I started
listening, learning and asking questions.
The North Island Woodlot Association (NIWA) is
primarily a collection of woodlot licences
that are small, area-based forest tenures,
unique to British Columbia. In effect it is a
partnership between the licensee and the
Province of BC to manage public and
private forest lands. A woodlot can be held
by an individual, private company,
community or First Nation and can be
renewed or extended over many years.
Presently there are 36 woodlot licences in
the Campbell River District and they
harvest approximately 101,500 m3 of wood
per year. Of the 826 woodlot licences in
British Columbia (546,000 hectares), 83
are on the coast of which 45 belong to
NIWA. Quadra Island has 11 Woodlot
Licences, making it the highest density of
locally owned, operated and managed
forests.
I have learned that every sapling these
individuals plant is a part of who they are,
as emphasized by Karin Nighswander, a
licensee’s wife speaking of her husband,
“The way Mark goes about his work, it is as
if he expects to live 300 years.” Roads they
build are low-impact and are named after
their children. These tenures are special in
that they can stay in the family. What
licensees do today, they do for their
grandchildren yet to be. I have witnessed
many lost hours of profitable work diverted
to saving a few skinny wind-blown cedar
trees. Some are successfully still standing.
Each licensee seems to bring their personal interest to
the forest. Mark Nighswander bought 46 hectares of largely
clearcut, unforested land from Raven Forest Products Ltd.
which he added to the woodlot licence he was awarded in
1999. He has spent hours and dollars in reforestation.
Special features are his pond, hosting ducks and other local
wildlife, planting and pruning and, unless he lives to be 300
years old, he will never witness the fruits of his labour, but
his grandchildren and the greater community will.
Alex Hartford holds the oldest licence on Quadra Island
and most of his parcels feature some of Quadra Island’s
favourite hiking trails. Men like Grant Hayden bring their
WOODLOT, please turn to page 12
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Shopping, Eating Here
And There ~ Reina LeBaron

I

am a small-Island, backyard farmer. I and my family
grow huge amounts of produce. In July, we were selling
lettuce, eggs and last fall’s squash harvest at the
Farmers’ Market. Now it is August we sell stir-fry greens,
beets, carrots and cucumbers. We also have CSA
(Community Supported Agriculture) customers who get
additional treats, such as herbs, hazelnuts, lemons and
grapes from the green-house, and soft apple-cider.
Needless to say, our three-generation family of seven also
eats well out of the garden and orchard. Much of our time
and energy as farmers is spent harvesting, processing and
storing food. We are not mono-crop industrial commodity
farmers who shop at the supermarket for everything
(including the very crop they grow in such abundance). Our
farm is small-scale, diverse and aiming for permaculture,
sustainable abundance. And the food tastes really, really
good!
Still, we’re in the building stages of the farm with many
systems yet to reach their full potential. So we sometimes
buy things we grow, when we’ve run out (e.g. apples, onions,
carrots). We also buy bulk organic commodities from
Discovery Foods or our local Co-op store (e.g. oats, beans,
sugar, cornmeal). And we buy exotics and processed organic
foods (e.g. bananas, dates, tofu, tortilla chips). We eat a
simple, primarily vegetarian diet and believe we make
ethical food choices.
With ten mega-transnational corporations controlling
80% of global food production and 70% of supermarket
foods containing genetically modified organisms (GMO’s),
its not easy to find much choice in store food. Sometimes
the only choices we’re offered involve which package we like
and which mix of chemicals and corn byproducts we prefer.
Nutrition, once the main purpose of food, has been
sacrificed to profit. Up to 75% of nutrients are lost within
five days of picking and some of those phyto-nutrients begin

The Good Life ~ Brian Crumblehulme

A

ISLAND GROWN RAINBOW CHARD
to degrade minutes after picking. That’s why corn,
tomatoes, greens, and berries fresh from the backyard taste
so good—they are really good for us!
My family buys organic food because it is the closest we
get to an assurance that the food is free from GMO’s and
that it was grown without carcinogenic pesticides and
herbicides.

More Pause For Thought -Or Food
However, this spring I ordered a case of organic canned
tomatoes from the Co-op (we didn’t grow enough to bottle
last year). The first can I grabbed, I looked at the label:
‘Product of Israel.’ What! I am supporting Israel with my
hard-earned money? I am appalled. I am buying tomatoes
(95% water) from Israel whose aquifers are severely over-

used, polluted and a source of conflict with Palestine. I am
directly contributing to Israel’s water consumption,
contamination, and its conflict.
I started paying more attention to the origin of other
foods we buy: dates from Iran, raisins and peanut butter
from the USA, bananas from Peru. I’m supporting all these
countries and encouraging jets to fly food around the world,
despoiling the very air we breathe. (At least dates and raisins
are dried first, so less weight is transported.)
Probably I could live without bananas, and bottle my
own tomatoes (or a neighbour’s). Probably if we all did, it
would have quite the economic and environmental impact.
We are naturally omnivores and locavores. Mother
(Earth) is always right, and this time she says, ‘Eat local!’ 0

Living Responsibly

ccording to Statistics Canada, the average Gulf Islander
is better educated and more involved in their community
than the average Canadian. Certainly, many of the people
I meet during the course of a day carry figurative totebags of
academic and practical skills gathered from a life of learning. But
then, the average age on these Islands is also above average.
The Islands of the Salish Sea are unique by virtue of a number
of things including: climate, geography, ecology, maritime, rural,
retired, and employment ranging from services, traditional rural,
tourism, fine art, writing, and international/internet, a huge
change from thirty years ago. In the greater world, this region
enjoys a dubious reputation as a laid-back, alternative culture
with a substantial underground economy.
I beg to differ: this is the cutting edge of what communities

can be with a little effort and a collective sense of responsibility.
Rural areas, which used to mean almost everywhere, are
independent almost by definition; there simply isn’t the
population or infrastructure to provide for all needs, and while
some may suggest that that too is changing with the urbanisation
of Island communities, it also means that the average Islander is
more prepared to improvise or cope with the unexpected than
perhaps our city cousins.
There is also a greater sense of collective responsibility. We
want to take control of our lives, which is one of the reasons for
being here. Building community and helping one another are
traditional responsibilities we nurture and respect.
It is not the size or population that matters; it’s the
determination and abilities of its residents. This does not imply
we all have to agree with others: heaven forbid, are we not rugged
individualists? But when the power is out, the hall needs a new
roof, or there are simply too many apples on the tree, we will be
there.
Living in Lotus Land then is not a cop-out but an assumption
of responsibility that extends far beyond the property line. Given,
we all have to build a home first, or, as my neighbour likes to say,
‘Be like the little snail, first you must build a shell, then you can
peep out of it.’
And peep we do, every day I am more and more astonished
at extent of the global responsibility that this tiny region
demonstrates. Is there a road anywhere in these Islands that does
not have an international volunteer, working or just returned
from another project?

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

The community where I live consists of 1,250 people and I
know a few of them are working in Africa, Central and South Asia,
South America, and the Middle East—as I write. And all at their
own expense. These are not pleasant working holidays, but real
grassroots assistance to people in need; basic care in nursing,
teaching, engineering, and technical assistance for small
businesses and local governments.
So, which comes first, living in Lotus Land or caring for your
neighbour? A chicken and egg question, really, because the
answer is the same, Lotus Land is the responsible person’s
preferred place to hang a hat. 0

WOODLOT from page 11

skills to the community by assisting in community trail
upgrades and clearing. Dick Whittington also operates a
sawmill on his woodlot license. John and Coleen Marlow
are a husband and wife team, both Registered Professional
Foresters. One of the most recent licensees on Quadra
Island is the Cape Mudge Band which was awarded two
woodlots in a Forest and Range Agreement.
We can be proud of many projects in our district. In 1931,
415 hectares (1028 acres) of land, the Beaver Lodge Forest
Lands, was gifted to the Province of British Columbia by the
Elk River Timber Company. Given in trust, the land was to
be used in experimental work in reforestation and forest
management and now stands as the oldest plantation in the
province.
Today I look at that picturesque farm field enclosed by a
white rail fence, the golf course or worse yet, my favourite
ski hill with a different eye. While my horse picks and
searches for small grass patches in and through the trees,
Logger Mike stands tall and proud in Campbell River and
reminds me of the industry that carved this community and
the local men and women who stand proud in sustainable
forestry practices. I am grateful to have my ideals challenged
and recognize the value of a working forest, one that is
cherished by our local loggers and foresters.
More information about the North Island Woodlot
Association can be obtained at www.northislandwoodlot.ca
or www.woodlot.bc.ca.
Jill Benner, aka, Brocklehurst, wears many hats and is
proud to write this article as a woodlot licensee’s wife,
living on Quadra Island. Jill is also editor of the Campbell
River edition of Synergy Magazine, www.synergymag.ca.
A version of this article appeared in online newsletter The
Woodlot Communicator.0
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Rick Mitchell’s Gabriolore.ca

Addresses & Mailboxes
smoke breaks).
Wayne, who taught
mathematics at the College in Nanaimo for
a time, was a small man with a deep voice
that would be the envy of any radio
announcer. He and Phyllis were fixtures in
the White Hart, where they practically
owned a table.
Avid smokers, they were good at growing
and curing their own tobacco as well. They

Morning Run
location

Depart

location

arrival

Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay

0645
0742
0752

Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Ganges Harbour

0740
0750
0845

1630
1722
1730

Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Ganges Harbour

1720
1728
1820

Miners Bay = Mayne Island

The GraDuaTe

Route 2

Morning Run
location

Depart

location

arrival

Ganges Harbour
Lyall Harbour
Port Washington

0635
0732
0800

Lyall Harbour
Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

0730
0757
0840

1630
1712
1733

Port Washington
Lyall Harbour
Ganges Harbour

1710
1732
1835

Afternoon Run
had a few good friends with whom they
shared their harvest. Apparently they would
even deliver their home-grown tobacco
right to your mailbox—a service frowned
upon by Canada Post.
If you went to check your mail (perhaps
for your government cheque), it was easy to
tell if Wayne and Phyllis had been there yet;
there would be fresh spots of oil in front of
the mailboxes where they had stopped their
tired old vehicle.
Although they have long since moved
away, I am sure many folks still remember
them fondly. 0

• SALtSPRING ISLANd MIddLe ScHooL
250-537-1159
School will be open August 30 to September 2, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for registration of new
students. opeNiNG DaY oNlY, Tuesday, September 7, will be early dismissal (8:25 a.m.
to 10:00 a.m.). Parents warmly welcome on Opening Day – PAC representatives will be
hosting a ‘Meet & Greet’.
Principal: Ms. Lisa Halstead

PLeASe coNtAct tHe PRINcIPALS foR tHe foLLoWING ScHooLS:

SAtuRNA ScHooL
250-539-2472

Route 1

Sturdies Bay = Galiano Island

• GuLf ISLANdS SecoNdARY ScHooL
250-537-9944
School is open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for registration of new students beginning
August 23. Pick up of Student Schedule Packages and collection of Student Activity Fees
will take place on Wednesday, September 1 and Thursday, September 2 from 9:15 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Students who pick up packages early on September 1 and 2 will be entered into
a draw sponsored by the GISS PAC for $50 in Salt Spring dollars. The Student Activity Fee
is $30 for everyone. Students may also purchase a yearbook at this time for $45 (total for
both is $75).
opeNiNG DaY oNlY, Tuesday, September 7 will be early dismissal (9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.).
Principal: Ms. Judy Raddysh

PeNdeR ScHooL
250-629-3711

The ScholarShip

Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay

It’s back to school time!
tuesday, September 7, 2010

MAYNe ScHooL
250-539-2371

WAteR tAxI ScHeduLe foR 2010/2011

Afternoon Run

ScHooL dIStRIct #64 (Gulf Islands)
district Website: www.sd64.bc.ca

GALIANo ScHooL
250-539-2261

ScHooL dIStRIct #64 (Gulf Islands)
district Website: www.sd64.bc.ca/transportation.html

Ms. Sue McKenzie
Ofﬁce will be open August 31, September 1 and 2
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
First day of school, September 7, students will attend from
9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
Ms. donna Kirkpatrick
Ofﬁce will be open August 31, September 1 and 2
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
First day of school, September 7, students will attend from
8:40 to 10:30 a.m.
Mr. Lyall Ruehlen
Ofﬁce will be open for registrations on August 31, September 1
and 2, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. opening day only, Tuesday,
September 7 will be early dismissal, (8:50 to 10:30 a.m.).
all students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday,
September 7.
Ms. Helen Mason, Head teacher
Ofﬁce will be open August 31, September 1 and 2
10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
opening day only, Tuesday, September 7 will be early dismissal,
(8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.).

for more information on the StrongStart Bc Programs at
Mayne, Pender, Saturna and Galiano Schools, contact the Principals as listed above.

Ganges Harbour
Port Washington
Lyall Harbour

Lyall Harbour = Saturna Island

Port Washington = Pender Island

Passengers are to be at the dock 5 minutes prior to departure.

www.islandtides.com

Every second Thursday or 24/7 online
TRINCOMALI CHANNEL—
REPLACEMENT OF SUBMARINE
TRANSMISSION CABLES
When: Mid-August through December 2010
Pending approval from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, BC Hydro
will be replacing undersea transmission cables between Salt Spring Island
and Parker Island starting in mid-August. These cables are part of the
electrical transmission system that connects southern Vancouver Island
to the Lower Mainland.
Crews will be removing two existing submarine cables and installing
two new cables in the existing right-of-way in Trincomali Channel.
During the work, there will be barges with cranes, a cable-laying vessel,
tugboats and workboats in the water in Trincomali Channel and near the
cable terminal stations on Salt Spring Island and Parker Island. There will
also be trucks and crews working on land at the cable terminal stations
on Salt Spring Island and Parker Island.
To ensure the safety of the public and workers, the contractor will
restrict public access around the active work sites. We thank you for
your patience and co-operation while we undertake this important work.
Construction Activity

Schedule
(subject to change)

Land work at, and water work near, the cable terminal
stations on Salt Spring Island and Parker Island

Mid-August—
December 2010

Removal of cables from Trincomali Channel

Late August—
Late September 2010

Installation of new cables in Trincomali Channel

Late September—
Mid-October 2010

For More Information
If you have questions regarding this work, please contact BC Hydro
Public Consultation and Stakeholder Relations at:
Phone: 604 623 4472
Toll-free: 1 866 647 3334
Email: stakeholderengagement@bchydro.com

bchydro.com

Publication: Gulf Islands Tides (CCP)
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ack in the day when there were less
than a thousand people living here
full time, everyone pretty well knew
everyone else—and where they lived.
In the early ’80s, when a new family
bought an old home on North Road from a
local mechanic, there were no house
numbers. When describing their location to
new island acquaintances, at some point,
most would exclaim,
‘That’s Gus Hussey’s
old place!’ When the
newcomers
were
introduced, neigbours
would say, ‘these folks
live at Gus Hussey’s old
place.’
It became a bit of a
family joke and after a
couple of years of living
at ‘Gus Hussey’s Old
Place’ they decided to
give the place a name of
it’s own that reflected
the elements of the
property—Rockwood—and they painted it
on the old mailbox at the side of the road.
A few old mailboxes still grace the
island's roadsides. Snail mail anyone? They
are reminders of a time when leaving your
mail in an unlocked box by the road was the
norm. If the box was turned with the door
facing the road, that meant there was
something to pick up, or mail had been
delivered.
I cannot write about mail on Gabriola
without mentioning two of my favorite oldtime islanders , Wayne and Phyllis, who
delivered the mail for many years (between
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Summer friends ~ Susan Banjavich
SATURNA from page 5

some of us do that we are on a bouncy vessel made by
humans and run by humans traveling through wind and
waves, darkness and light.
The captain on this watch is known to be good and
thorough. The 44-year-old Queen of Nanaimo is an
excellent ship for our waters. The crew was quick and
responsive; the emergency trained crew member was
effective-it was a cheap lesson for us all-inconvenient as

opposed to catastrophic. We human beings can be so
inspired,

east Point Ramble
East Point was gorgeous in the warm rain. Some dolphins
were working the tide line close to the water’s edge, the tide
was way out, green seaweed and tangles of starfishes were
spitting and gurgling. various sailboats and launches were
gently moving along Boundary Pass. A very young seal had
died on the rocks and a big, good-looking octopus was in

Southern Coastal BC?

has got it covered!

Need to cast a
wide net for
your business?
’ wide circulation and
regional readership could make
all the difference!
huge 18,000 copy circulation,
our Canada Post home delivery, our yellow free
s
C Ferrie
Ma p : B
boxes, our two-week shelf-life, and our online
readership, mean our advertising rates are very competitive. We out-market, by
miles, local weeklies (which have much smaller circulations), and the dailies
(which have no shelf-life).
On top of that our prepaid and longterm ad series earn deep discounts
and keep you in your customers’ eye.
Big or small, black & white or gorgeous full colour (our speciality), Island
Tides’ advertising ‘cost per thousand copies’ is unbeatable. And you get high
visibility!
Our colourful pages, full of news not available anywhere else and fabulous
photos, attract readers to your business.

Call us! You will be amazed how much further your
advertising dollar can go!
It’s summer — it’s time! Call Christa 250-629-3660

several parts, no one was taking advantage of the
concentrated protein feed—to my surprise. Boiling Reef
was starting to percolate and working up to that freight train
noise it produces when the tide shifts are at full force.
While out at East Point, I always wonder—is this the time
I will be lucky and J, K or L pod will come chugging
through?
Patos, Orcas, and Sucia Islands, in the American San
Juans, went-in-and-out of the clouds as the light shifted on
the moving water. No garter snakes were swimming around
fishing in the tide pools. No oystercatchers—my favorite—
were in the big purple mussel beds.
After an hour of wandering and watching and listening,
I felt restored and blown clean. It is hard to believe that we
have the luxury of living next to one of the most productive
marine ecosystems in the world.
The Fog Alarm Building looks fetching from every point
of view, with its new coat of paint and coast-guard red roof.
I miss the barn swallows that used to nest in the attic,
zoom about the building and congenially gab and scratch
for lice while resting on the roofline. I must see if I can
volunteer to get some nest boxes up—white and red, of
course, and get the swallows back in residence.
Three local students have summer employment working
on the computer set-up for the historical displays and other
activities to enhance the many presentations that are being
created. The interior of the building is completely rebuilt.
What a long way this project has come since its inception.
Due to their great success, Parks Canada has increased
the —‘Sunset Wildlife Viewings’—to every Friday in August,
8-9pm. My grandkids went to a ‘Mini Bio Blitz’ session led
by our great Park interpreter, Athena George and came back
enthused and informed and ready to scour the orchard and
garden for biological material—always dear to a
grandmother’s heart!
Several chickens expired in the henhouse and were
dragged up into the pasture. They have stayed put without
the usual line up of scavengers. The eagles are barely around
and I haven’t seen a single vulture. The carcasses have been
worked over by the flies and wasps. What are those eagles
up to—where are the vultures? 0

BRING YouR RecYcLABLeS to uS…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SAtuRNA GeNeRAL StoRe
101 NARvAez BAY RoAd, SAtuRNA ISLANd
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BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS • 1.5”, 2”, 2.5”, & 3”• B&W: $23.36 per inch+hst • COLOUR: $31.80 per inch+hst — multi-issue discounts with prepayment
FIRST WORD AD INSERTION (UP TO 25 WORDS) FREE • WORD ADS (UP TO 25 WORDS) $15, ADDITIONAL WORDS 29¢ EACH • MONEY WITH ORDER
VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED • Next DEADLINE: Aug 25 Phone: 250-629-3660 • Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

GSAAutoRentals

Homeowner Grants

Monthlyfrom$625
Weeklyfrom$205
Mentionthisadfordiscount

Rent

QualityPre-Owned
Cars&Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

FOR RENT
New cabin on South Pender with
amazing panoramic ocean views that
are South and West Facing.
Architecturally
designed
and
completed 2 years ago with high end
kitchen. 1 bedroom with guest
sleeping nook and deep soaker tub.
Available October 1st. 1 acre fenced
and 1 acre forested. $1200 + utilities
or partial trade for yard work to
reduce rent. Very private. Would
prefer to leave furnished. Perfect for
a writer or artist. Call Everest: 778
977 4448

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

MOORINGS

•INSTALLED •SERVICED
•MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net
WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

WANT TO RENT

Advertise: 250-629-3660

S o l u t i o n s

d. A. SMItHSoN & SoNS

Well drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

with 20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

FOR SALE
North Vancouver. 1992 Toyota Prado
Landcruiser, 4x4, 194K, Automatic,
RHD, Diesel / Biodiesel, Seats 7, New
Tires & Shocks, Thule Roof Rack,
Trailer Hitch. 778-996-0568

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

S tanding S eam
m etal R oofing

f oR W ateR
C olleCtion S yStemS

Innovative transportation
alternatives for the
Gulf Islands.

BUSINESS OPP

Louis Vallee

250-539-5317

Water Access Cottage
Salt Spring Island
$439,000
offer-terms

250-537-4266
kit5391@cox.net

Acreages Homesteads
start at
start at
$165,000 $235,000

www.lisamackay.ca

Naturalized Your Habitat
Regionally native plants (those that have
grown wild in your area for many centuries)
generally require less maintenance and are
better able to meet the needs of local wildlife
than exotic flora. Many wildlife species are
dependent on the presence of native
vegetation for their survival. Some cultivated
plants have blooms that make it harder for
pollinators to find their food while others

ͲĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů
ͲĐƌŽǁŶůĂŶĚĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ
ͲƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞΘůĂŶĚĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ

ĞŶ<Ğƌƌ
ϮϱϬͲϴϱϴͲϴϱϵϯ
ďĞŶΛĨŽƵŶĚƌǇƐƉĂƟĂů͘ĐŽŵ

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery
www.H2oonthego.ca

250-668-2186

info@shiptoshore.ca
‘Have boat will travel
anywhere on the westcoast!’

250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

specializing in…

• Water Wells
• Hydrofracturing
to improve Well yields

• drilling for geosource
1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com
HARveStING SYSteMS

topping • thinning • lot clearing
pruning • hazardous tree removal
30 years experience • insured

• CRD approved drinking water
• pool ﬁlling • dust control
• 3000 gallon tankers

1-866-606-2237

Island to Island Arborist
John Racine

Advertise

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

Tree
Services

pvc deck membranes &
aluminum railings for
sundecks, garage decks
and roofdecks.
call dave Woode
contracting:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

servicing the gulf islands

What is a property worth
without water?

design, installation &
service
BoB BuRGeSS

250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

• Heating
• Gas/Propane
• Plumbing
Sales & Service

reliable, dependable,
professional, over 20
years experience
serving all gulf islands

David V. Longridge

Journeyman Plumber & Gasﬁtter

Waterfront home &
guest cottage for sale
Gabriola Island
$945,000
Call Hans @RE/Max
1-250-754-1223

250-737-1320
250-710-9002
Island Tides’ is delivered to 13,600 households,
3,900 yellow box pick-ups & 100 online readers daily

250-629-3660 www.islandtides.com

GLOBAL from page 8

HABITAT from page 6

lawn, leave the blades at three inches high to
protect grass roots from the sun and reduce
the chance of weed seeds germinating.
Grasscycling—leaving your grass clippings
where they fall—is another great way to
return nutrients to your soil and save you
time as well.

ŵĂƉƉŝŶŐ͗

• street ﬂushing • ﬁlm industry

REAL ESTATE
True Gulf Island Living
on Lasqueti Island
• Peaceful & free
• Off the grid • Artistic
• Eccentric!

ͲǁĂƚĞƌ͕ŐĂƐ͕ƐĞǁĞƌ͕ƉŽǁĞƌ
ͲŵĞƚĂůůŝĐͬĐůĂǇͬƉǀĐƉŝƉĞƐ
ͲƐƚŽƌĂŐĞΘƐĞƉƟĐƚĂŶŬƐ
ͲǁĂƚĞƌƚĂďůĞΘďĞĚƌŽĐŬ

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Trikes & Scooters

Engineering Technolgist

ƐƵďƐƵƌĨĂĐĞůŽĐĂƟŶŐ͗

ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Electric Bikes

Hard-working Mayne Island couple
looking to house/farm-sit for the
fall/winter, preferably in Gulf Islands.
Can provide resumes. Contact
agstapleton@gmail.com for details.

Unique
income
opportunity.
Unmatched global resources,
pharmaceutical grade science,
cutting edge products, outstanding
compensation. Your choice: health,
business or both. 778-960-4511
ntessler@shaw.ca

Ltd.

MOVED
HOMES
RoofING SPecIALIStS

Ship to
Shore

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

Fax 250-383-2198

• Docks • Moorings

Mayne Island. Spacious 3 bedroom
upper suite, wood floors, internet,
walk to ferry. Suit quiet tenant, nonsmoker, no pets. $950/m. Contact:
mayne539@yahoo.ca
Mayne Island. 4 bedroom furnished
waterfront home with dock. Nonsmoker and no pets. Available
immediately. $900/m. 250-539-2371
604-536-1740

& Energy Savings Advice
1.866.381.9995
www.citygreen.ca

N

Bookwiththebest!
Pick-Upfrom
SwartzBayFerry Terminal&
VictoriaAirport

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

MARINE

L

AUTOMOTIVE

have lost their pollen producing capacity
entirely.
The Canadian Wildlife Federation’s
Backyard Habitat Certification Program
proudly acknowledges the efforts of
Canadians in welcoming wildlife to their
outdoor space – be it a small urban patch or
a rolling estate.
If you think your property meets the
habitat needs of wildlife, we’d love to hear
from you! If certified, you receive a colourful
certificate and decal. To date we have
certified well over 400 properties and are
hoping to pass the 500 mark this summer.
Perhaps it will be yours! Visit
WildAboutGardening.org today to learn
how to register your backyard. 0

streams that can be nurtured over the
years. The point is not to ‘always buy local’
but to think local first: by giving the local
business community the challenge of
working with local consumers, the quidpro-quo for their efforts will always be more
customers. This is not about stopping
anything; it’s about starting something
new.
Mr Hirsh and other defenders of the
globalist orthodoxy promoted by large
corporations—the presumption that there
is no alternative to unfettered global trade—
would be well advised to do a rethink and
take a look at what’s happening out there.
For example, if he happened to read

Michael Shuman’s The Small-Mart
Revolution: How Local Businesses are
Beating the Global Competition, or
checked out the Business Alliance for Local
Living Economies (BALLE), which
represents more than 21,000 independent
business members across the US and
Canada, he might be surprised to learn
what’s actually working at the local level.
He might even find that his mantra of
Global, Global, Global—far from being
cutting edge or the way of the future—is in
fact a tired, unimaginative, inside-the-box
way of thinking about the economy.
Barry O’Neill is president of the Canadian
Union of Public Employees, BC division. 0
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Bull kelp bladder goes with the flow.

Round The Islands
Keep On Licking
The energy of the Gabriola Health Care
Auxiliary would be hard to match this summer. Luckily the
weather was good in July, money raised from the icecream
cone drive soared from $360 on July 1 to $6,014.32 on
August 1. Keep on licking through-out August, says the
hardworking auxiliary.

Cougar Annie’s Legendary garden is
For Sale ~ Jean gelwicks
During the early years of this century, pre-emptions of land
were commonplace on the west coast. In Clayoquot sound,
only one wilderness homestead has endured. This is the
homestead of Ada Annie Arthur, well known on the coast
as ‘Cougar Annie’s Garden’. Cougar Annie carved out of her
117-acre parcel, 5 acres of garden in the wilderness of Boat
Basin, 50 km northwest of Tofino. She raised chickens and
goats, fed her family (she had eleven children), and started
a mail order garden nursery from her garden. Wily and
ingenious, she also ran a general store and post office from
her home. She trapped and shot dozens of cougars for their
bounty and became known as Cougar Annie. Her story
makes remarkable reading.
Peter Buckland, who single-handedly restored and
embellished the garden, and whose story is almost as
interesting as Cougar Annie’s, formed the Boat Basin
Foundation in the hopes of saving the property including
the garden forever, for all British Columbians.

The
Boat Basin Foundation’s vision is to have the
property used for educational purposes. For reasons
too complicated to discuss here, the 117-acre property,
including Cougar Annie’s Garden, is for sale.
The
importance of the historical heritage (both First Nation and
pioneer) and ecological uniqueness of the property is unmatched. The thought of the province losing this truly
magical place is sad indeed.
Margaret Horsfield and her book Cougar Annie’s
Garden won the Haig-Brown Prize in 2000. It is now in its
third printing. This story continues to cast its spell. Please
see this book and/or go to the Boat Basin website
www.boatbasin.org. for photos and more information or
just Google ‘Cougar Annie.’
While the Boat Basin Foundation is hopeful they can find
new owners who will consider maintaining the foundation
and it’s educational mission there is no guarantee this will
happen. It could become a private summer enclave.
Besides 5 acres of historical gardens the property has a
beautiful swimming lake with wharf, six exquisite cabins,
fully equipped cooking house with dinner table for 25,
teaching centers, museum, boardwalks and walks to the
beaches, bog and old growth forest rich in First Nation’s
heritage. The asking price is $2.2 million and the property
is listed with LandQuest Realty.
With ingenuity, there must be something the province,
in partnership with the Hesquiaht First Nation and
conservations groups can do to preserve the Foundation
and/or its 117-acres property. A few angels are needed to
step up and save this absolutely unique property for all
British Columbians, forever. This is the 100-year
anniversary of BC Parks. What a gift to the Province these
gardens would make!

For more information contact: Jean Gelwicks (Friend
of the Garden) gellam@saltspring.com or Daniel Arbour,
Chair of the Boat Basin Foundation Board at (250) 7316634 or danarbour@hotmail.com or Rich Osborne,
LandQuest Realty (604) 664-7633.

Island Feast of Fields
This year Vancouver Island’s Feast of Fields is taking place
at Parry Bay Sheep Farm in Metchosin on Sunday
September 19. The event has taken place every year on
southern Vancouver Island since 1998.
A fine locavore event, Feast of Fields was an idea of
renowned chef Michael Standlandter. As part of the
organization ‘Knives and Forks,’ Michael partnered with
Jamie Kennedy to create an day that aimed to get urbanites
out to Ontario farms.
As long ago as 1994, the Feast of Fields concept crossed
the country to Vancouver’s FarmFolk/CityFolk Society.
Since 1995, FarmFolk/CityFolk has organized Feast of
Fields in British Columbia to highlight the connections
between farmers and chefs and to increase the connections
between farm folks and city folks.
Net proceeds from Feast of Fields events fund a portion
of FarmFolk/CityFolk’s work throughout BC, year round.
Over the years, FarmFolk/CityFolk has also donated a
portion of ‘Feast’ proceeds to a variety of regional projects
including the Island Chefs’ Collaborative, the Good Food
Box, Malaspina Culinary Program, Stewards of
Irreplaceable Land (SOIL), LifeCycles, and Pemberton
Community Garden, among others.
For a few years, Farm Folk/City Folk organized a Seato-Sky Feast of Fields. In 2006 and 2007 the Sea-to Sky
Feast was at Sturdy’s North Arm Farm in Pemberton and
in 2008, it was at Whistler’s Rebagliati Park.
In 2009, the organization added an Okanagan Feast of
Fields to the fundraising line up, joining the long-running
Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island Feasts.
To learn more, visit: www.feastoffields.com. 0

