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Megan McConnell and Darren Labaree tie the knot on Miner's Bay Beach, Mayne Island. BC Ferries honked their congratulations as requested by the happy
couple while guests clinked glasses of champagne. Later in the evening, the Mayne Queen turned its spotlight on the front lawn revels and hooted again.
Fourty guests yelled their appreciation.

The Unist'ot'en say: ‘Heal
the land and heal the
people’ - Dave Ages

The Unist’ot’en people in northern British Columbia continue
to stand strong against all fossil fuel pipelines through their
territory. Their camp, on the route of numerous bitumen and
fracked gas pipelines, has seen some significant developments
over the last few months.
Canada is at a crossroads—will our future be locked into the
climate-and environment-destroying fossil fuel industry or will
we take a path of transition to clean energy and preservation of
the natural wonders of this land? This question is central to the
current federal election but is also confronting Canadians every
day. The Unist’ot’en Camp is the front line. This is well
understood by all the players—certainly the pipeline and fossil
fuel companies and the current BC and Canadian governments.
This is also understood by the people, indigenous and nonindigenous, who will be affected by these decisions.
This month, representatives from the Unist’ot’en Camp are
attending a series of public meetings on Vancouver Island, the
Gulf Islands and in Vancouver. These meetings reflect the
growing support for the camp across BC.
Over the last few months, with donations in excess of
$40,000 and hundreds of hours of volunteer labour, the
Unist’ot’en Camp Healing Centre has become a reality. Phase
One, with a commercial kitchen, a dining hall and a meeting
space, has been brought to lock-up and fully insulated. There is
still some finishing work to be done, but in July the kitchen was
used to feed the over 100 people in the camp. Fundraising is
ongoing and Phase Two will be constructed next year.
The Healing Centre will host its first major event this
month—a gathering of indigenous women. The centre is an
UNIST’OT’EN, please turn to page 9
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A debate starts the official campaign - Patrick Brown
he campaign for the October 19 federal election has been
going on for some time. The ceremonial ‘dropping of the
writ’ marked only a seamless segue from politics and
government to politics without government. And the first event
of this phase was a debate between the four party leaders,
sponsored by Macleans magazine on August 6.
We are told that only 1.4 million Canadians watched it. That’s
a pity; it was well organized and managed, and moderator Paul
Wells emceed the debate competently and insightfully. The four
party leaders who participated respected, for the most part, the
format and the moderator.
Most Canadians will get their impressions of the debate from
second-hand comments by pundits. Since it is now two weeks
later, I’m one of a clamour of pundits.

Substance and Style

A good debate demonstrates both style and substance on the
part of the participants, and this one did. What measures of style
and of substance should Canadian voters be looking for?
Canada is not the United States; our Prime Minister is not
President; and the Prime Ministership is not a separate branch
of government with its own powers. In Canadian elections, each
voter faces a choice of individuals seeking his support to become
his local Member of Parliament. Nearly all the candidates,
country wide, represent one or another political party. Should
that political party elect a majority of the MPs, they get first crack
at forming a government, and their leader gets first crack at
being Prime Minister.
Each of the individuals taking part in this debate represents
a political party, with its platform to promote and its record to
defend. So the substance of the debate is important.
One of three men taking part in this debate—Stephen
Harper, Tom Mulcair, or Justin Trudeau—could be Prime
Minister after this election. The fourth party leader, Elizabeth
May, is running to continue to represent her constituents and

to continue to promote cross-party co-operation in the House
of Commons. She also fills the role of a government critic who
is always free to speak her conscience rather than to speak along
party lines. Her record in the House, her formidable intelligence,
photographic memory of what has taken place, courage, and
extraordinary knowledge of Parliament and Canadian issues
merit serious consideration from the voters. She should be
listened to and its hard not to when you hear her speak.
The actual subject matter of the debate covered an extensive
range: the economy, energy and the environment, the Senate,
Quebec, parliamentary democracy, foreign affairs, war, and
security. As May pointed out at the end, the debate never got to
social policy, the response to the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, pharmacare, and student debt.

The Economy

On the economy, Mulcair claimed Canada was now in a
recession—the second, he said, on Harper’s watch. Harper
didn’t deny it, which was as close as he came to admitting
Mulcair was right. And that was the only exception to Harper’s
style. Whenever his government’s record was attacked, he
blandly defended it; his usual defence was that Canada was
doing better than other countries. The Canadian economy was
okay except for the oil and gas sector, and that was someone
else’s fault, he insisted. At any opportunity, he restated (some
would say mistated) the policies of the other parties, and
attacked them.
The Prime Minister had neglected to do what he had
promised on removing interprovincial trade barriers, said May;
Trudeau said that was because Harper had not worked with the
provincial premiers. To counter this, Harper pointed to the New
West Partnership, negotiated by the western provinces; then
turned swiftly to talking about some 44 bilateral trade
agreements with foreign countries. May said the agreement
LEADERS’ DEBATE, please turn to page 3

Know the voting requirements! See article, page 3, for a detailed summary on changes in voting
requirements and how, where and when to vote information. More to come on this now-complex issue.
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Three Tree Island on a hot summer’s day.
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Book Review by Frants Attorp

Sold Down the Yangtze – A Critique of the China Trade Deal

hile many people and organizations have
denounced Canada’s free trade deal with China, one
voice has stood out above all others—that of Gus
Van Harten, a law professor at the Osgoode Hall Law School
who specializes in international investment treaties.
The outspoken academic, who is without doubt the most
frequently cited legal expert on the highly controversial treaty,
has been interviewed by media outlets across the land. He has
also written press releases and sent a detailed critique of this
FIPA (Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection
Agreement) to elected officials. Although this one-man tour de
force gained national recognition, it did not stop Prime Minister
Stephen Harper from ratifying the FIPA last September.
Opposition to the FIPA grew amid fears that it supersedes
the Constitution, tramples on the rights of First Nations, and is
beyond the reach of the highest court in the land, and that it will
give Chinese corporations sway over Canada’s domestic policy
for decades to come.
The FIPA seeks to govern the extraction and processing of
raw materials, and delimit related matters such as the
protection of human health, the environment and Canadian
jobs. Although it does not explicitly prevent legislators from
passing laws in the public interest, it allows Chinese
corporations to sue Canadian governments—in secret—if those
laws infringe on the real or expected profits of the corporations.
In other words, legislators are free to serve the public providing
they remain ever-mindful of the devastating consequences of
stepping over the corporate line.
Now, to set the historical record straight, Van Harten has
published a scathing condemnation of the treaty, Sold Down
the Yangtze. In his book, he explains with frightful clarity how
the FIPA works in China’s favour, and undermines democratic
institutions by putting Canadians at risk of multi-billion dollar
lawsuits. He systematically debunks the false logic of those who
promoted the deal, be they politicians, legal advisers, or high
profile journalists, and sends a dire warning about other, similar
deals coming down the pipe.
I interviewed Professor Van Harten upon release of his book:
What prompted you to write Sold Down the Yangtze?
I wanted to provide a full account of what the FIPA does, and
how people were misled by the media blitz to sell it. The book
was a way to give back to the Canadian public, considering they
support me in all kinds of ways as an academic. I also wanted
to suggest what future governments can do to limit the damage.
What has the FIPA experience taught you about
politics and corporate power?
It showed me how a few people and big media can spin
information, helping politicians do what they want. Here, the
politicians committed our country, long-term, on false
pretenses. It seemed to me to be more about fooling or
distracting people in order to avoid an informed debate.

Where are the checks and balances?
In international law, it is easy for a country to give up its
sovereignty and can be hard to get it back. There was very little

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

process in the case of the FIPA. All that it required was a Canada’s assets in other countries could be seized to make good on
decision of the federal Cabinet, not a vote in Parliament and the award.
provincial legislatures, for example, or a national referendum.
Ripping up the treaty might look good on TV but there is not
Had a more publicly accountable process been used, I doubt such an easy way out. I suggest we give notice to terminate the
we’d be stuck with the FIPA.
FIPA as soon as possible to make clear we don’t accept its
lopsidedness. But that notice won’t take effect for at least 16
Why have government lawyers not raised the red
years, counting from September 2014 when the deal
flag about the dangerous aspects of the FIPA?
was ratified. In the meantime, there are other,
Or have they?
‘Measured by
practical things to pressure political parties and
Government lawyers work for the government.
our exposure to these
governments to do.
Some also have an eye to working in the
arbitrations,
Canada
is
What has to happen to ensure future
arbitration industry, which profits immensely
actually the least
trade deals are better scrutinized and of
from treaties like the FIPA. Perhaps some
independent country
benefit to Canadians?
lawyers raised flags internally. I think we
among all Western
The long lock-in periods should not be allowed,
should assume they tried to give good advice
developed
to preserve democracy. They are not included in
but we cannot expect them to blast the
countries.’
other international treaties; why should foreign
government publicly. Academics are the ones
investors’ priorities be privileged this way? Also, all of
most able to do that.
these treaties should have to be approved by Parliament
What more can you say about the process?
and,
because
they clearly affect the provinces and territories, by
The process usually goes like this. We are told there is a new trade
provincial
and
territorial legislatures too.
deal, without a text of the deal being made public. The
Personally,
I
think deals like the FIPA—and the Trans-Pacific
government spins the treaty without anyone being able to verify
its claims independently. At the next stage, the deal is signed and Partnership, and the Canada-Europe Trade Agreement (both
the text is released. Over time, the public may hear from still being negotiated)—are so massive and long-lasting they
independent experts and come to oppose the deal. But at that deserve a national referendum before they are finalized. It
point the government can say: nothing can change because we’ve should not be left to the federal Cabinet to finalize a trade or
signed the deal. They also tend to smear people as ‘anti-trade’. In investment deal that cannot be reversed for decades.
the last stage, the deal is ratified and finalized. In the case of the
FIPA, this last stage was delayed by about two years, apparently
because of public opposition. The impact of the opposition was
also indicated by the government’s quiet approach to ratifying
the FIPA in a press release on a Friday afternoon. There was no
thorough, public, and independent review to inform the public
and the media. That says a lot in itself.

It seems the real intent of the treaty is to disempower
the general population. Is the FIPA part of a global
power grab by corporations?
More precisely, you could say it is part of a global power grab
by a select group of lawyers who work as arbitrators and who
often have a background advising large corporations. It reflects
a shift in power from legislatures, governments, and courts to
these lawyers sitting as arbitrators.
Yes, the treaties are extraordinarily anti-democratic—to a
degree far beyond any other kind of treaty. If you are committed
to democracy, this field of research is not a pleasant place to be in:
most legal specialists in the field seem to disdain democracy. You
see it in the awards and publications. The priority among most
specialists in the field is to defend foreign owners of billion-dollar
assets; democracy is often denigrated as irrational or a threat.

What is to prevent a future government from simply
ripping up the FIPA and telling Chinese corporations
to get lost?
The short answer is: the lawyers who would sit as arbitrators under
the FIPA would issue their award anyway. They would say the FIPA
has a minimum term and apply that term regardless of what a
future government in Canada did. If they ordered Canada to pay
compensation to a Chinese investor and the government refused,

If all you say is true, where is the revolution? Why are
Canadians putting up with this kind of assault on their
rights and freedoms?
I would guess it is mostly lack of knowledge. If everyone could
suddenly be exposed to all the details, I think they would be very,
very upset. But it’s an obscure and technical topic, probably
designed to be as inaccessible as possible. Also, the spin works to
an extent, I expect. And the major media are not playing a serious
watchdog role. But ultimately I don’t know. All we can do is try to
understand and explain what is happening and hope people will
eventually see how their voting rights and public money are at
risk, and vote to protect our interests as a country.
What can you say about the Harper legacy?
I will speak only of my field of expertise: trade and investment
treaties. In that context, the Harper Government has arguably
been the worst in the world in pushing an unfair and
imbalanced system of international arbitration that undermines
democracy and sovereignty, especially in Canada, so as to give
even more privileges to large companies, very wealthy
individuals, and lawyers who represent their interests. That is
very clear based on my knowledge of the field.
Measured by our exposure to these arbitrations, Canada is
actually the least independent country among all Western
developed countries.
What do you hope your book will achieve?
I hope it will contribute to more awareness about the steady
erosion of our democracy and sovereignty through these obscure
treaties. I also hope it will help people see the importance of
supporting political parties and governments that are committed
to ending that erosion. That would be wonderful. 0
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Stricter requirements limit voting opportunities
here have been many changes to voting in Canada in
recent years. In 2007, the Conservative government
made changes to voter requirements that made it
necessary to have ID showing street addresses. An Elections
Canada study for the 2008 federal election showed that roughly
500,000 people were turned away from the polls due to
incorrect ID. In 2014, the Fair Elections Act passed, adding
further layers of restrictions to voting.

Street Address Required

One of the biggest of the above changes was the requirement of
having a piece of ID with an accurate street address on it. This has
made it difficult for youth, seniors, First Nations, and homeless
to participate in elections, as well as making it difficult for those
moving during the time of an October election to vote, such as
students. Treaty cards and student cards rarely have street
addresses on them, and neither do Canadian passports, which
have always been a common form of ID used in elections. First
Nations often do not have traditional street addresses on reserves,
and seniors living in care are less likely to have ID with a correct
address on it.
While there has been some concern about rural residents
who have a mailing address (post box or general delivery) on
their ID instead of a street address, it is possible to update your
voter registration file online at Elections Canada to include your
mailing address in addition to street address. This should allow
you to vote using ID with only a mailing address on it.

Vouching Abolished, Then Reinstated

A common way of meeting voting requirments in the past has
been through ‘vouching’. A voter without the necessary ID to
prove their street address could get someone they knew to swear
to election staff that they did in fact live where they did. This was
the fall-back for people without the required ID. The recent Fair
Elections Act abolished vouching, but it was restored after
immense public pressure. However, extra limitations have been
put in place. Voters can now only vouch for one person, and the
vouchee must have two pieces of ID rather than one.

Voter Information Cards No Longer ID

The Fair Elections Act also prohibits the use of Voter Information
Cards (VIC) as ID. Since 2007 these cards, which are mailed to
each voter whose name appears on the preliminary voters list,
have been accepted as approriate ID. Due to the chance of these
cards being mailed to the wrong people, they will no longer be
accepted as ID. According to Former BC Chief Electoral Officer
Harry Neufeld, nearly 400,000 people used VICs as ID in the 2011
election.

So What ID is Still Accepted?

Elections Canada is assuring people that there are still ‘39 other
authorized forms of ID to choose from’. There are three accepted
combinations of ID: One piece of government ID with photo,
name and current address; two pieces of ID, one with name, one
with name and address; or, two pieces of ID with name, and the
vouching of another person who is registered in the same polling
devision and is only attesting for one person.
There are several accepted pieces of ID that include both a
name and an address: Driver’s licence, utility bills, paper bank
statements, personal cheques, government statement of benefits
or government cheque, pension plan statement, residential lease
or sub-lease, mortgage statement, tax assessments or evaluation,
vehicle ownership, insurance certificate, correspondence issued
by a school, or, a letter from a public trustee, curator or guardian.
You can also have a letter confirming residence in a First Nations

LEADERS’ DEBATE from page 1

negotiated with China would ‘sell us down the river on national
sovereignty’; Beijing would be ‘looking over the shoulder of the
next Prime Minister...’. (See related article, previous page.)

Energy and the Environment

The subject of energy and the environment saw some sparring
over pipelines. Pressed by Elizabeth May, Mulcair would not
commit to opposing the Kinder Morgan pipeline, saying only
that he wished to have the results of a ‘credible’ environmental
study before setting his position. He accused May of opposing
all pipelines, and Harper of supporting all pipelines. Both
positions, he said, were equally bad.
On the topic of fossil fuel projects Harper commented, ‘The
position of the government is that we have scientific, expert
evaluation of every project before we decide to proceed.’
May attacked the Prime Minister on ‘broken promises’ that
he had made on legislative action on the environment, saying
that he had ‘no credibility’ on this subject. Harper took credit
for a drop in Canada’s emissions in 2007/8. May said that this
was due to the recession and that now emissions were climbing
again. Harper took credit for a drop in emissions from coal-fired
generation; Trudeau attributed this drop to legislation adopted
by the Liberal government of Ontario.

The State of Democracy

After a break, the four turned to the state of democracy in
Canada. May led off—a message that ended up as an assurance
that the Green Party was committed to work across party lines
in a minority Parliament. ‘Some good points’ said Trudeau, and
then accused Mulcair of raising the issue of the separation of
Quebec, and saying different things in French than in English.
Mulcair, in his trademark prosecutorial style, demanded ‘a
number’ from Trudeau, seeking some alternative to ‘50%+1’
which had been suggested as sufficient votes to separate Quebec

band or reserve, or a letter of confirmed residence from a longterm care facility, shelter, student residence, or soup kitchen.
While this list seems substantial, it has several limitations
that become obvious upon closer inspection. For one, roughly
15% of Canadians don’t have driver’s licences. Secondly, the list
of accepted ID is very restrictive to young people, who are often
moving around a lot, are sometimes unable to have personal
cheques—banks often have age limits on who can use cheques—
do not have a house, a vehicle, income tax, or insurance, and do
not work for the government.
The rules are similiarly restrictive for the homeless—it is easy
to see that it would be difficult for them to find internet to get
the required letter, a printer to print it off, and the required
authority of a shelter or soup kitchen to sign it.

BULLETIN
BOARD

Mail-In & Advanced Voting

In order to ensure ahead of time you are able to vote, you can go
to any of 400 Elections Canada offices for advanced voting
anytime before the deadline of October 13, 6pm local time. You
can complete your vote, right now, with a driver licence or a newstyle healthcare card or check whether you do have the required
ID. Offices are open from Monday to Friday, from 10am–5pm.
Advanced voting at these offices will be done with a special
ballot voting kit, which includes a blank special ballot, a plain
white envelope, an outer envelope with your name, the name of
your riding and a place for you to sign a declaration, a return
mailing envelope and a flyer with necessary instructions. Write
the first and last name of your candidate on the special ballot.
Do not include the party name. Mail your enevelope to the
return address before the deadline of October 13.
In Saanich–Gulf Islands the office is at 1851 Keating X-Road,
Suite 102, phone number 1-866-546-7620. From October 5-8,
Elections Canada is also opening offices at several campuses,
youth centres and Friendship Centres.
Advance voting at polling stations will also be available from
October 9 to 12.
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Restricting Those Who Live Abroad
From Voting

The Ontario Court of Appeal has recently ruled that Canadian
citizens who have lived abroad for more than five years no longer
have the right to vote in elections, claiming that allowing them
to vote would be unfair to those who live in Canada. Members
of the Canadian Forces and federal or provinicial public service
employees are exempt from this limitation, but others, including
those who live abroad for work purposes—journalists, aid
workers etcetera—will not be allowed to vote.
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Commentary

The new restrictions on voting seem to favour middle-class,
middle-aged, non-First Nation citizens, and to make voting, if not
impossible, then substantially harder for a large portion of the
population. These limitations were put in place by the
Conservative government and, in my opinion, appear to limit the
voting abilities of the very people least likely to vote Conservative.
I turned eighteen in April and have been looking forward to
voting ever since. However, I am moving in September and do
not have a driver’s licence. Despite having a valid Canadian
passport, Canadian birth certificate, BC Care Card, provincial
ID card and, by that time, a student card, I may not be able to
vote because of not having the ‘required’ ID.
What do we call this again? Democracy? No, that term
doesn’t sound right. 0
from Canada.
Trudeau clearly did not appreciate being badgered. ‘Nine,’
he declared, which brought Mulcair to a sudden stop. Trudeau
then went on to explain that this was the number of Supreme
Court judges who had ruled that the ‘number’ Mulcair sought
was to be decided at the time of the next referendum, if there
was to be one.
Harper and May worked to bring a halt to this discussion,
and bring the subject back to Parliament. This led to a
discussion on the ‘Fair Elections Act’. Harper claimed the major
feature of that act was the requirement for two pieces of ID in
order to vote. Elizabeth May said this had, in fact, been
introduced in 2007. Trudeau remarked that this was a good
example of the Prime Minister setting up a ‘straw man’ to justify
his legislation. (See also related article above.)
And then on to the Senate; moderator Wells asked Harper
whether he thought he ought to apologize for appointing
senators who were currently under RCMP investigation. Harper
ended by justifying his refusal to appoint any more senators.
‘You can’t empty the Senate entirely’, he said, but then went on
to explain that leaving 22 seats empty was a cost-saving
measure, and anyway the Conservatives held a majority in the
Senate.
So the Senate remains politicized, and can block bills on
behalf of the government. May accused the Senate of having
killed an environmental bill ‘without a single day of study.’

Foreign Policy

The final session saw a discussion on foreign policy (mostly
about war) and security. Mulcair accused Harper of never seeing
a war he didn’t like, then accused May of not approving of any
military action. May provided a detailed explanation of the
conflict between Sunni and Shia Muslims in Syria, and the
actions of ISIL/ISIS. Mulcair sought a clearly defined mission

LEADERS’ DEBATE, please turn to page 6
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Gabriola Anchorages

Dear Editor:
Pacific Pilotage Authority, under direction of Transport Canada,
is proposing to permanently anchor five freighters off of the
eastern coastline of Gabriola Island. These ships, most likely
designated to transport coal, will be anchored rather close to the
shoreline.
Federal officials admit that BC waters hardly offer any
adequate anchorage places and say they need more anchorage
sites to accommodate the burgeoning shipping industry,
represented by the powerful Chamber of Shipping BC. In their
desperate quest for expansion, instead of developing benign and
innovative solutions for suitable anchorages (which would
require an investment) they target marginal sites which can
easily be exploited at no cost to their industry. However, the cost
to Gabriola’s 5,000 residents, if this proposal is allowed to
proceed, will be tremendous.
Apparently the shipping lobby, assisted by Transport
Canada, places commerce before safety by proposing the new
anchorage sites in unsafe locations, unsheltered open waters
with gale force winds and strong currents. It is not yet proven
that the seabed is suitable to hold the anchors. Some ships will
be anchored close to steep cliffs, creating a dangerous risk of
collision, fuel spills and fire.
Another casualty of this proposal will be the destruction of
an environmentally pristine, diverse and fragile marine area.
Three of the ships will be anchored in front of some of the
island’s most popular beaches. Nearby residents will be
subjected to the constant noise, vibration, light pollution and
fumes emitted from these massive ships, both night and day.
The plan will also have a negative economic impact on
Gabriola. While these anchorages translate into an enormous
economic boon for the shipping industry, there is absolutely no
benefit to the island. To the contrary; tourism, recreational
activities, charter fishing businesses and real estate prices will
suffer. It will summarily destroy an idyllic vacation island by
transforming it into a shipyard—a satellite operation of Port
Metro Vancouver—with zero benefit to the community. From
an environmental, social and economic point of view, any
conscientious citizen would regard this proposal as a wholesale
travesty.
Shockingly, the decision process to establish new anchorage
sites, in pristine waters and on an undisturbed seabed does not
seem to require an environmental impact study or independent
review. Presumably, only a rudimentary ‘public consultation
session’ with the devastated residents is required. It is an unfair,
dictatorial decision making process.
Residents of Gabriola have formed a group, called Gabriola
Anchor-RAGE, and are intent on fighting this proposal to the end.
Pat Smith, Gabriola Island
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Readers’ Letters

LNG Development Won’t Help Hot
Summers

Dear Editor:
BC’s intention to crack down on deliberate wildfire starters
comes as welcome news.
Presumably the first target of this legislation will be Premier
Christy Clark for the irresponsible manner in which she
proposes to release immense new quantities of methane and
CO2 into the atmosphere through fracking and LNG
development.
BC is already hard pressed to cope with drought, tinder-dry
forests and record numbers of wildfires, and it is frightening to
contemplate that the degree of climate change to which we have
already locked-in ensures that throughout the lifetime of our
children each year will be even hotter and drier than the one
before.
What will remain of our forests and farms, the salmon and
free-flowing rivers, our lakes and wildlife—the soul of ‘Beautiful
British Columbia’—in years to come if our leaders insist on
unleashing new sources of carbon into an already dangerously
overheated atmosphere?
Forests Minister Steve Thomson claims you can’t legislate
against stupidity but Christy Clark seems intent on proving that
you can legislate for it, with an LNG ‘deal’ doomed to accelerate
global warming.
Mike Ward, Duncan

Televised Leaders’ Debates

Dear Editor:
Thank you, Elizabeth May, and thank you MacLean’s Magazine
for your excellent and inclusive leaders’ debate.
Organizers of the Globe and Mail and other ‘exclusionary’
debates should note that just as ‘every can you don’t recycle, says
something about you’, it’s equally true that every voice you try to
silence says something about you. This journalistic behaviour is
unbecoming of a mature democracy. Please include all leaders.
Norman Abbey, Nanaimo

Proportional Senate

Dear Editor:
With three of the four parties calling for a proportional voting
system, and all four calling for Senate reform, it seems we have
an opportunity. We could elect a new Senate on October 19
using the Single Transferable Vote recommended by the BC
Citizen’s Assembly.
Each Province could present a slate of say 20 candidates and
the voters could rate them from 1 to 10. Candidates with 50%
or more who poll number one (first choice) votes would become
Senators. Candidates with less than 50% of the number 1 votes
would have their number 2 votes tallied in at a reduced value,
and so on until five are elected.
Voters may vote for less than five, but no more. Each
province would send five senators to Ottawa, and the territories
could send two each, for a total of 56, reducing the size to a more
manageable number.
This system allows the voter to have their second and third
choices considered for office. The end result is a proportional
senate, a sea-change from the present dysfunctional system
with only Liberals and Conservatives running that body.
Over 95% of democracies use some form of proportional
voting. They recognize the valuable input they get from
representing all their voters.
Such an opportunity may not come again.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

The Economy

It’s about how we handle money. Everyone knows that if your
cash flow is less (ie taxes), to balance your budget you cut your
expenses.
The record of the Harper school of economics worries me.
Look at that record. They inherited a thriving economy with a
$12-15 billion dollar surplus. First they cut taxes by that $12-15
billion and went into a deficit which continued for the next 8
years. Harper cut income before he cut expenses, leaving
Canada with an additional $150 billion debt.
Harper then cut Canada’s federal corporation tax to 15%—
the US is 35%. US corporations pay 10% tax on off-shore profits,
Canadians pay zero. These tax cuts were to create jobs, yet we
still have a shrinking manufacturing economy and the largest
trade deficit in Canadian history. Other tax breaks that benefit
15% of high-income earners have also failed to boost the
economy as unemployment increased.
Consequently, our civil service has been cut to the point
where they can no longer adequately serve the public. Then
came cuts to the Coast Guard, the RCMP and the military. The
military cannot replace needed ships or planes, let alone look
after our Afghanistan veterans. Our military gets 1% or less of
our GDP. NATO recommends 2%. We haven’t enough money
to establish a proper defence of the Arctic or even a single allweather ice breaker, absolutely necessary for Arctic defence.
Harper economics is about cutting income before cutting
expenses, always resulting in deficit financing. Harper
economics doesn’t work.
David Hobson, Chemainus

Limiting Voting

Dear Editor:
So the Harper court has denied the right to vote to Canadians
for living five years outside Canada. Stephen must have noticed

that many foreigners have learned to dislike Canadians since
the Tory reign, for everything from climate change denial to
Canadian mining companies destroying the environment, to his
CF-18s bombing people in Afghanistan, Libya and Iraq.
Canadians living in other countries, bearing the brunt of this
new disgust caused by Stephen’s policies, certainly will be
unlikely to vote for him.
No wonder he’s afraid to debate Elizabeth May.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

Voting To Shape The World

Dear Editor:
In September at the UN, the bold Sustainable Development
Goals for year 2030 become official.
They will chart our way to the end of hunger, extreme
poverty, preventable child deaths, malaria and AIDS; to access
to clean water, quality education, modern energy, climate
change mitigation, promotion of peace, sustainable use of
forests, oceans, etc.
In October, we will vote for the politicians who will shape
Canada’s response to this historic challenge. The average
estimate of the cost to reach the 17 goals is about $3 trillion per
year .
How much is $3 trillion? It’s 4 times the overnight $700
billion bail out of American banks on October 3, 2008. It’s 4%
of total world GDP of $75 trillion. It’s 0.4% of the bank-made
$710 trillion in derivatives.
It’s still a huge sum and private money will be sought. But
aid will be needed to provide essential services like health and
education and should be raised from 0.3 to 0.7% of donor
countries’ GDP.
Therefore, to shape the future, who will we elect? Those, if
any, that will hold banks responsible for the loans they make?
Those that will support an upgraded UN tax body to crackdown
on tax dodging as was proposed but defeated in Ethiopia
recently? Or at the very least, those for whom human lives count
and who will raise foreign aid to 0.7% of GDP by 2020?
Pamela Walden-Landry, Montreal

What A Wonderful World?

Dear Editor:
BC’s forests are dying as more carbon is being emitted than
sequestered. Part of our remediation plan is to execute onethousand-plus-year-old trees in the Walbran Valley. Now that
we’re on the ground, how about a swift kick in the form of a
multi-billion dollar behemoth carbon emitting gas plant?
When Louis Armstrong shared the gift of ‘What A
Wonderful World’ with the planet you can be absolutely certain
that the above scenario was not part of the envisioning process
as he breathed into that microphone.
Steve Perkins, Texada

English Bay Oil Spill

Dear Editor:
It has been some three months now since April’s oil spill in the
English Bay ‘parking lot’, and the late-coming but strident
government promises that ‘the owners will pay the costs’ of the
clean up. But of course, until then it is the taxpayer who
shoulders those costs because it is a ship registered in a foreign
country.
What we have yet to hear is just who in Canada is making
sure the ship owners pay—what steps have been taken in that
direction, especially since most ships carry flags of convenience,
often simply to avoid such costs in the first place? Does anyone
remember the confusion caused by the ship’s captain repeatedly
refusing to acknowledge that it was their oil in the first place?
Apparently the mayor of Vancouver has had to employ some
lawyers, further increasing the international costs enormously.
Yet this seems to be a federal matter, since it involved the Coast
Guard and international actors. We already have lots of highpriced federal lawyers on retainer. Regardless, I hope the cost
of the litigation will be factored into any—hope springs eternal
in beautiful BC—forthcoming compensation. We do know that
the ship, the Marathassa, was manufactured in Japan, was
supposedly from Korea and flies the Cyprus flag; a well
established flag of convenience for evading international and
local regulations.
While there was a media blurb about the spill and its costs
recently, we still have not heard what steps have been put in
place by either Port Vancouver, the Coast Guard, the federal
government, the Vancouver government, the BC government,
or anyone else to ensure such ‘mistakes’ do not occur again, nor
what steps have been taken to ensure a much more immediate,
competent and speedy response when the next spill occurs,
mistake or not.
Is anyone else wondering who is keeping track of the polluter
and the legal ramifications, particularly the clean up costs? Why
do we not make these ships post a surety against such
carelessness when they park in our waters from now on?
William David Clegg, Gabriola Island 0

Whoops!

In the last edition, Island Tides, August 6, we attributed the
letter ‘Trans Mountain Needs BC Review’ to Helen O’Brian.
The letter was actually written by both Helen and Malcolm
Inglis, on behalf of the Mayne Island Conservancy.

Photo: Toby Snelgrove
Bees like borage.

W

And on another channel...

hile I was on a television stage, August 6 in the
Toronto CityTV building on Queen Street West,
sparring and getting a word in edgewise with the
leaders of the Conservative, New Democratic and Liberal Parties,
south of the border on a more crowded stage stood the seven
contenders for the Republican nomination.
It takes a lot to make Stephen Harper look good, but Donald
Trump did it. He attacked the one female presence in the whole
mess—a journalist. He was crude and rude and attacked ‘political
correctness’ as the source of all America’s ills. He has been flailing
like a contestant on a reality TV show seeking the title ‘America’s
biggest buffoon,’ and yet he runs first in the polling for the
Republican nomination. His publication of a rival’s personal cell
number, his racist and sexist remarks seem to play to the crowd.
That this could possibly be a presidential race is hard to believe.
Yet, when Stephen Harper launched this election campaign
from the steps of Rideau Hall, he denounced his opponents as
being willing to risk Canada’s security for the sake of ‘political
correctness.’ It remained unspoken that all of the strange nonissues—the Niqab, the Zero Tolerance for Barbaric Cultural
Practices Act, describing Islam as an ‘anti-women culture’—all
of these straw men set up to construct an enemy out of prejudice
and ignorance are for the use of the grand drama of the election.
Those of us who decry the dangerous, anti-democratic, ‘AntiTerrorism Act’ C-51, are to be pilloried as risking Canada’s
security for the sake of ‘political correctness.’
Of course, nothing could be farther from the truth. C-51 is a
dangerous piece of legislation. It is doubly dangerous as it both
hinders effective police work and blows a hole a mile wide
through the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Ignoring
recommendations from two Royal Commissions—into the
scandalous abuse of the rights of Mahar Arar and our most
serious terrorist attack in the bombing of Air India—C-51 is an
inexplicably bad law. It sets up a secret police with no oversight;
it surrenders basic Canadian privacy laws; it allows for the use
of secret evidence obtained by torture. It does all these things
while failing to require that the RCMP and CSIS keep each other
informed in their inquiries and operations; nor that the
Canadian Border Service Agency or CSEC be informed. It is this

- Elizabeth May

that makes it likely to trip up investigations and allow terrorists
to remain at large and plots to grow.
During the August 6 debate, Stephen Harper made the
astonishing claim that there was a board of retired judges to
serve in an oversight role. That is the first time I have heard of
such a body. It certainly is not found in C-51. C-51 provides a
new role for a judge—an unprecedented one: one judge of the
Federal Court, sitting alone, can preside over a secret hearing
where only one side is represented. CSIS, with no appeal or
public record, can ask for permission to violate domestic law
and violate the Charter rights of an unsuspecting Canadian,
with no representation in the secret hearing.
This is similar to the post 9-11 security laws that created
security certificates also obtained by secret hearings. However,
even those hearings require a slim reed of respect for the rule of
law. In those security certificate hearings, a special advocate is
present to represent the public interest in fairness and justice.
No such provision exists in C-51 where a warrant will allow a
far greater trespass on the Constitution itself. As professors
Craig Forcese and Kent Roach testified: no democracy has ever
created a warrant for constitutional breach.
The peopling of the lower courts and Federal Court with
compliant Conservative-leaning judges makes chilling sense.
And now we hear from the mouth of our prime minister that
those of us who will settle for nothing less than C-51’s repeal are
in the grip of ‘political correctness.’ Treating everyone with
respect is no rhetorical propriety; it is a course to understanding
and open dialogue.
The last bill tabled, hours before the 41st Parliament
adjourned, was to ban face coverings in citizenship ceremonies.
The act addresses the most absurd non-issue imaginable as no
rights or benefits could ever be conferred on someone who takes
an oath of citizenship in the place of another person.
The demonization of ‘political correctness’ represents the
emergence of a Canadian identity crisis. The civility and respect,
the welcoming culture, the rejection of prejudice and nastiness is
beginning to fray. There is a fight for the heart and soul of Canada.
It will be resolved October 19—when we get our country back. 0
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Helena Chambers, 1934-2015

Helena Chambers passed away at Rest
Haven Lodge on Wednesday, July 8 at
2am. She was predeceased by her
husband Al Chambers in 2013.
Helena was born to Marjorie
Shirley Biggins on June 15, 1934 in
Sheffield, Yorks, England. She
became a landed immigrant in
Canada on March 25, 1958. She was
25 years old when she married Albert
Chambers on December 31, 1959.
Helena and Al lived in or around Vancouver until 1982 at
which time they moved to their dream home on the north end
of Galiano Island. There they enjoyed a beautiful piece of land
on Devina Drive, where Helena built an elaborate English
garden which she tended to with love and enormous
enthusiasm. They lived there together until Helena was placed
in longterm care in 2012, due to Alzheimers.
Al was devastated by the loss of his vibrant wife. I
remember the day Helena said, ‘Sue, my brain seems to be
dropping words.’ Within 6 months she was diagnosed with
Alzheimers and two years later she moved into Rest Haven
Lodge in Sidney.
Helena was a writer, and a very prominent participant in
the political and social issues on Galiano Island. She was
articulate, bold and courageous and a giant of a community
member. She wrote, she spoke up, she organized, she loved
the island called Galiano. For many years she wrote a column
in the Island Tides called, ‘Island Cornucopia’ in which she
combined her satiric wit and endearing sense of humour with
her skill and knowledge of cooking.
She loved her Corgis more than anything. She was very
fond of animals and wildlife generally. Helena can best be
known through her writing.

Solitude - Helena Chambers

I dream that I live in a small grey house
in a meadow of flax next to the sea.
With a stone fire and painted rugs and a cat to comfort me.
It looks to the sea, to the inland sea,
that fingers the soft white shell,
To the grey shape of a far shore and the toll of a sea rocked bell.
The meadow in summer blooms violet blue
and crowds to my wedded stoop.
Swallows swoop low to their nest in the eves,
and brown hens scratch by their coop.
When the storm blows the dark night wild and white
and shatters the small house walls
I lie soft in a deep bed, and watch as the slant rain falls.
I put my faith in a strong dog
Who travels the woods with me.
With a strong head and a soft mouth,
Who leans against my knee.

I dream that I live in a small grey house with flax meadow
touching the shore.
Where a fire cracks and a clock ticks
As I close my drawbridge door.
As I close my drawbridge door.

Anyone who knew Helena or Al Chambers is welcome to join
the community in celebrating Helena’s life on Saturday,
September 12, 1-4pm, North End Hall, Galiano Island.
- Sue Turner
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This summer, customers are welcome to participate
in our open houses to provide their input.
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Richmond September 9, 7-9 pm, River Rock Casino Resort
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For more information, visit us online, call 1-888-BC-FERRY (223-3779)
or email sgischeduling@bcferries.com.

CALL TODA
C
AY 800.933.63
339 t hollyhock.ca
k.ca
www.islandtides.com

Page 6, Island Tides, August 20, 2015

Photo: Tom Hobley

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

TALISMAN

BOOKS &GALLERY

In the gallery until Aug 31:
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Updates on Canada’s Federal Leaders’ Debates
Details of Globe and Mail Federal Leaders’
Debate Announced

The Globe and Mail has announced that their federal leaders’debate will take
place on September 17 at 5-7pm PST. The debate, Our Economy, Our Future
will focus on ‘five critical economic areas’: jobs, energy and the environment,
infrastructure, housing, and taxation. It will take place in front of a live audience
in Calgary and will also be broadcasted on CPAC TV and livestreamed on
globeandmail.com and Youtube.
The Globe and Mail has come underfire for only inviting three federal leader’s
to its debate: Stephen Harper, leader of the Conservatives, Justin Trudeau, leader
of the Liberals, and Tom Mulcair, Leader of the NDP.
In a letter to The Globe and Mail on August 5, Elizabeth May, MP and Leader
of the Green Party of Canada, said:
‘The Globe and Mail claims it has invited parties with ‘official status’ in
the House of Commons to its debate. The Green Party and the Bloc
Québécois have official status in the House, yet we are not invited. Our
MPs serve under our party name. Green and Bloc MPs are not
independents.
Unlike the Bloc, the Green Party runs candidates in every province
and territory.
What The Globe has done is to employ an internal parliamentary
practice adopted in 1963 to give larger official parties more money. Since
1963, parties with more than 12 MPs receive public funds to increase party
brass salaries and pay research staff.
This 1963 rule has never before been used to shut out parties with
elected MPs in the House from participating in debates.
I refer you to your masthead: ‘The subject who is truly loyal to the

LEADERS’ DEBATE from page 3
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and a clear exit strategy; he said that this was not a
UN or NATO mission, but a US-led mission aimed
at regime change. Harper said that ISIS has
demonstrated the ability to attack ‘countries like
ours’. Trudeau said that his party supported action
against ISIS; but it did not support a bombing
mission as the appropriate action. Harper said all
Canada’s NATO allies support this action.
‘Who is our enemy and who is our friend?’ asked
May. Her discussion was extensive; her argument
was that in participating in the US-led war, ‘we are
doing what ISIS wants.’ Its objective in broadcasting
horrific executions on YouTube was to ‘draw us into
the region’.
Moderator Wells asked Trudeau about his
position on domestic security: did his opposition to
the Syrian action, and support of Bill C-51, lead to
questions about his judgement? Trudeau defended
the bill, saying that while Harper thought that we
needed no further protection of Canadian rights and
freedoms, and Mulcair thought we needed no more
protection against terrorism, he felt that a Canadian
Prime Minister should do both, together. He was
committed to changing C-51, and to bringing in
sunset and review clauses.
Harper accused Trudeau of being both for and
against the legislation at the same time. He would
not have oversight carried out by politicians, but by
judges. May said that C-51 ‘makes us less safe’ and
that it had no effective oversight. Mulcair agreed.
‘The NDP will repeal Bill C-51’.
Mulcair brought up domestic radicalization, and
then went on to accuse Harper of targeting Muslims
in his policies. Harper defended this, saying that it
was necessary to name the sources of jihadism
before they could be pursued.
May broke in: ‘C-51 does not do the things the
Prime Minister just said... C-51 creates a secret police
under CSIS, with no reporting to the RCMP. None.’
Trudeau: ‘There’s an awful lot of fear and division
going on in politics these days.’
Mulcair, referring to Canada’s failure to secure a
seat on the UN Security Council: ‘we are weaker and
less respected on the world stage.’ He expressed his
desire to go to December’s Conference of the Parties

chief magistrate will neither advise nor submit to arbitrary measures.’—
Junius.’
Several petitions have started online to ask the Globe and Mail and other
televised debates to include Elizabeth May.

Three Leaders will be in Munk Debate

NDP leader Tom Mulcair has committed to participate in the Munk debate, after
confusion in early August about whether he would attend. Conservative leader
Stephen Harper and Liberal leader Justin Trudeau have also accepted the
invitation. In an email, Liberal campaign spokeswoman Kate Purchase said that
Trudeau would be there, but that they ‘are asking that Elizabeth May be included
as well.’
Munk debates have still not invited May to their debate, but at press time the
pressure was growing, following May’s important role in the Macleans debate.

French Language Better Served

A French language debate has been announced and will take place on September
24, at Radio-Canada’s studios in Montreal. This debate will include all leaders of
the five main political parties—Stephen Harper, Tom Mulcair, Justin Trudeau,
Elizabeth May, and Bloc Québécois leader Gilles Duceppe.
This debate will be hosted by the same group of broadcasters (the so-called
media Consortium) who are organizing two debates (one French, one English)
both of which the Conservative party has refused to attend. The broadcasters
include CBC, CTV, Radio-Canada, Tele-Quebec and Global. These debates will be
in October.
It is unclear why the Conservative party has agreed to this new French debate
and not to the October debates, though it has been suggested that a change in
the format of the debate led to the agreement to participate. 0

in Paris and ‘start working for the planet... to deal
with climate change.’ Harper immediately claimed
that Canada was the most admired country in the
world, and then went on to claim that Israel was ‘the
best friend Canada ever had’ and it was a movement
in the UN to attack Israel that resulted in Canada’s
failure to be elected to the Security Council.

Closing Statements

Harper used much of his time to accuse the ‘other
parties’ of planning to bring in a high tax regime, and
cancel child benefits, income splitting, and Tax Free
Savings Accounts. They would run permanent
deficits, he said. Re-electing Conservatives would
ensure that Canada remained ‘the best country in the
world’.
Mulcair spent some time attacking Harper, and
noted that many ‘Conservative operatives’ were
under RCMP investigation. He emphasized that it
was ‘time for a change’ and claimed 35 years of
public service experience. Between Harper and
himself, he said, there was ‘a clear choice’. He did not
mention Trudeau.
May, in thanking Macleans, noted that this ‘may
be the only debate that involves all of us’. There were
many more subjects to be covered, she said,
including social policy, young people and their
burden of education debt, pharmacare, the response
to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and
economic inequality. She emphasized that Greens
were ‘not just a one-issue party; not just a oneperson party.’
Trudeau challenged the barrage of Conservative
attack ads—‘silly as they are’—and the idea that he
was ‘not ready’. Harper, he says, wants you to believe
that ‘better just isn’t possible.’ In order to be Prime
Minister, he said, you have to ‘love this country more
than you love power’.

Debating Style

Canada demands many qualities from its leaders;
some of them will no doubt become factors in this
election. But one in particular stands out: trust. As a
voter, which would you trust to lead a government
that would create the Canada you want to live in,
would feel comfortable with, that treats you with
respect, and of which you would be proud? And how

do you judge this? The leader’s style in debate may
be revealing.
Harper defended his record; he was relaxed,
dismissive, and maintained a fixed half-smile the
entire time. He used the phrase ‘let me be clear’ at
least 15 times; referred to NDP policy as a ‘mantra’;
hardly referred to Trudeau at all, and recited
statistics with such facility that it was difficult to tell
whether they were rehearsed or made up on the
spot. When reciting talking points, he kept talking to
the end, over the others if necessary.
Mulcair appeared tense and prosecutorial at the
beginning, but more relaxed towards the end; when
he asked Trudeau for ‘a number’, and Trudeau didn’t
give him one, Mulcair kept needling him, ‘you
haven’t given me a number’. (Trudeau did.) He was
completely logical, brief and to the point. Compared
to Harper, he created a far more aggressive prime
ministerial image.
May was cool and prepared: well versed and
rehearsed on every subject, apparently without
notes. At times she had difficulty breaking in to the
wall of words created by the other three, but when
she did, she contributed to the discussion clearly and
logically. Her unmatched command of policy in
every area, and of political history, enabled her to
correct both Harper and Mulcair at times.
Trudeau was clearly ready for the debate,
organized, and comfortable. He defended Liberal
policy well, and admitted to the possibility of being
‘a little naive’ on C-51. He showed far more passion
and energy than either Harper or Mulcair. His style
is different; definitely that of a younger generation.

Viewers Were The Winners

If one writes about a debate, one is usually expected
to declare a winner. None of the four party leaders
lost. In this case, the winners were the 1.4 million
Canadians who took the trouble to watch it. Early in
the long official campaign, they gained valuable
insight into, at least, Canadian parties’ leaders. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help
Island Tides pay for publishing it!

Mail or phone in your $30 subscription
today. 250-216-2267. Thank you!

News in Brief
Deadline Extended to September 14 for
Input on Climate Paper

The BC government has extended their deadline for public
input into the creation of BC’s Climate Action Plan until
September 14. The extension followed multiple requests from
groups who wanted more time to address the climate plan and
create more comprehensive submissions. The BC government
is asking for submissions concerning a discussion paper that
considers ideas, values and priorities for the new climate plan.
Find it online at www.engage.gov.bc.ca/climateleadership.

National Pharmacare Plan

As part of its platform, the Green Party of Canada has proposed
a National Pharmacare Plan which would ensure that
Canadians have access to prescription medications they might
not be able to otherwise afford.
The plan adopts key recommendations of the ‘Pharmacare
2020 Report’, published in July: it will work towards creating
universal access to necessary medicines, fair distribution of
prescription drug costs, safe and appropriate prescribing, and
maximum health benefits per dollar spent.
‘A national pharmacare program is the missing piece from
one of our greatest achievements as a country: universal
healthcare,’ said Jo-Ann Roberts, Green candidate for Victoria.
‘The Green Party will work with all federal parties, provinces,
and stakeholders to implement Phase II of Canada’s universal
healthcare system—a national pharmacare program. We know
that an overwhelming 91% of Canadians fully support this plan,’
stated Green Party Leader Elizabeth May.

Canadian Ebola Vaccine Shows Promise

An experimental Ebola vaccine developed by Canadian
scientists seems to be working remarkably well. Doctors
administered the vaccine to 2,014 people within ten days of
contact with those infected with Ebola. Out of those 2,014, none
showed any signs of the disease. The vaccine was also given to
3,500 people later than ten days of contact—there were just 16
cases of Ebola from those 3,500.
Doctors are using a ‘ring’ strategy to contain the disease by
vaccinating everyone around Ebola cases to form a ring of
immunity.
The vaccine still needs to go through additional testing, but
it is the ray of hope that doctors have been looking for.

UN Report Conducted Into Canada’s Human
Rights Record

A July report by the United Nations Human Rights Committee
has concluded that Canada is failing on a number of important
issues, noticably: missing and murdered aboriginal women; Bill
C-51, the ‘Anti-Terror’ bill; and political audits of charities.
The UN stated that some of the changes made under Bill C51 are a violation of the international convenant of civil and
political rights, and recommended that changes are made to the
law to ensure ‘adequate legal safeguards’ are in place. They also
raised concern over the audit of charities in the country, under
the subtitle ‘Freedoms of expression, peaceful assembly and
association’.
The UN report recommends that the government
immediately launch an inquiry into the over 1,200 missing and
murdered aboriginal women of the past 35 years, and has
demanded that they provide an update on the situation in a
year’s time.
The Government of Canada is expected to give the UN a
complete report within five years that will address the issues
highlighted.

Jumbo Resort in the Kootenays Scales Back
To Move Forward

When Jumbo Glacier Resort’s environmental certificate expired
in October, the project was judged by Environment Minister
Mark Polak not to be ‘substantially started’ and the certificate
was not renewed. Now, Jumbo Resort has announced that it
will be scaling back its resort construction so that it will not
require an environmental permit and can operate under BC’s
all-season resort policy instead. Glacier Resorts Ltd originally
planned to build a big enough resort to sleep 5,500 people, and
to construct 23 lifts and a gondola.
The new work-around plan is set to include only 2,000 beds.
Opposition to the project continues to be demonstrated by
local residents and First Nations.

EAO Requests Plans for Raven Mine from
Compliance Coal

The provincial Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) has
advised Coalwatch Comox Valley Society that it has requested
Compliance Coal provide information on its project plans for
the Raven Coal Mine Project and its perspective on the
continuation of the Environmental Assessment. The EAO
action is in response to a June 4 letter from the society.
Compliance has had three years to submit information
required by the Application Information Requirement
guidelines, and has failed to do so. The society indicated to the
government that it felt any extension to the deadline would not
be in the public interest.
Despite the withdrawal of Itochu Corporation of Japan and
LG International Corporation of Korea as partners, each of
which held 20% of the joint venture, Compliance President and
Chief Operations Officer Stephen Ellis said, ‘The company is
still intending to carry on with the process’. Ellis says the
company now has ‘complete ownership’ of the project.
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Lelu Island ‘Grand Central Station for
Salmon’

That’s how Allen Gottesfeld, head scientist for the Skeena
Fisheries Commission describes the proposed site for the Pacific
Northwest LNG plant, near Prince Rupert. The BC government
held a short special session of the legislature recently to satisfy
the company’s requirement that the taxation agreement
between the company and the government be enshrined in
legislation.
Gottesfeld published a paper earlier this year showing that
sockeye salmon juveniles were abundant in the nearby estuary,
and this would affect more than 40 salmon populations that
relied on the Skeena. For example, Lake Babine, 350 kilometres
up the Skeena, is a prolific spawning area, and the Lake Babine
Nation is one of at least ten up-river First Nations whose fishery
is affected by the LNG development plans. Since they are not in
the immediate vicinity of Lelu Island, they have not been
consulted.

Seaweed Licences Stretched

The BC government has approved increases in seaweed
harvesting licences at Deep Bay and Bowser. Three existing 300
ton licences will be increased to 500 tons each. In addition, the
government is seeking to issue two 250 ton licences for
Qualicum Beach, for a location on the shore in front of the
Qualicum First Nation.
The seaweed involved is a red algae variety known as
Mazzaella japonica. It is valued as an ingredient for cosmetics.

Australia Emissions Cuts ‘Below Average’

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott has announced his
country’s carbon emission reduction targets, which will be
presented at the December global meeting in Paris. The targets—
26 to 28% below 2005 levels by 2030—have been criticized as
well below the 36% average target of developed nations.
Canada has proposed 30%, Britain about 48%, Japan 25%,
and the US 41%.
‘We are not leading, but we are certainly not lagging,’ said
Abbott. ‘It’s environmentally responsible because it’s more than
comparable with what other countries are doing.
‘We have to reduce our emissions in ways which are consistent
with continued strong growth. The last thing we want to do is to
strengthen the environment and damage the economy.’
Australia is one of the world’s highest per capita emitters of
carbon dioxide. The Australian government has recently
repealed the nation’s carbon tax.

United Church Will Divest From Fossil Fuels

Meeting in Cornerbrook, Newfoundland, the 42nd Triennial
General Council of the United Church has voted 67% in favour
of divesting from the top 200 fossil fuel companies. The church
is committing financially to transitioning to an economy based
on renewable energy.
‘Climate justice, whereby the world’s most vulnerable
populations avoid disproportionate harms of climate chaos,
stands as a clear priority for Canada’s largest protestant
denomination,’ said the church.
The denomination has addressed the climate crisis several
times at previous General Councils. This is the first time it has
committed to moving its investments away from fossil fuels the
same way it moved away from tobacco and gambling
companies years ago.

Microbeads to be Banned?

The Government of Canada has announced a potential ban on
microbeads, the tiny plastic particles added to personal care
products such as face scrubs and toothpastes. These plastics are
currently washed down drains in the millions and end up
contaminating lakes and rivers. A US study done in 2014
indicated that the Great Lakes contained an average 43,000
microbeads per square kilometre.
After extensive research by Environment Canada, scientists
are recommending that the beads be added to the national list
of toxic substances, under the Canadian Environmental
Protection Act. The federal government is also planning to
publish a notice of intent to prohibit the manufacturing, import
or sale of microbeads or microbead-based products in Canada.

Kinder Morgan Consultant Appointed to NEB

On Friday afternoon, August 1, federal Minister of Natural
Resources Greg Rickford appointed Calgary petroleum
executive Steven Kelly as a full-time National Energy Board
member. Kelly wrote an economic analysis report ordered by
Kinder Morgan to justify the Trans Mountain pipeline
expansion, and submitted it to the NEB.
The NEB is currently holding hearings to determine whether
the Trans Mountain pipeline should be built. The hearings have
been widely criticized for lack of due process. The Board’s
recommendations are to be presented to the federal cabinet in
January 2016.
Marc Eliesen, former CEO of BCHydro, said that the
appointment puts Kelly in a ‘significant and incredible conflict
of interest’.

Former Hydro CEO Says Site C ‘Devastating’

Marc Eliesen also says that Site C will mean ‘BC Hydro
ratepayers will be facing a devastating increase of anywhere
between 30% and 40% over the next three years.’
Eliesen was interviewed by Emma Gilchrist of DeSmog
Canada on August 5.
‘There’s no rush. There’s no immediate need for Site C or

any other alternative energy,’ he stated.
Eliesen criticized the failure of the BC government to
consider power from the renegotiated Columbia River
agreement, and also cheap power rates paid by mining and and
other industrial users. The government has also exempted Site
C from review by the BC Utilities Commission, and has issued
permits for a start on the project despite pending lawsuits.
The current estimated cost of Site C is $8.8 billion. Eliesen,
who has tracked the escalation of Site C costs, expects it will
reach $11 to $12 billion ‘if it’s ever built’.

Not Charitable to Prevent Poverty, Says CRA

The Canada Revenue Agency has advised Oxfam Canada that
‘preventing’ poverty is not a charitable objective, but ‘relieving’
it is. This hair-splitting arose when Oxfam was required to prove
its legitimacy as a non-profit sciety.
Oxfam’s purpose is ‘to prevent and relieve poverty,
vulnerability and suffering by improving the conditions of
individuals whose lives, livelihood, security or well-being are at
risk.’
‘Preventing’ poverty, said the Canada Revenue Agency is not
charitable because ‘it could mean providing for a class of
beneficiaries that are not poor.’ CRA cited legal precedents
indicating that the risk of poverty was not equivalent to actually
being in need. ‘Their interpretation was that preventing poverty
may or may not involve poor people,’ said Oxfam executive
director Robert Fox.
Oxfam Canada states that it has opposed Israeli settlements
on the West Bank.

Public Comments Accepted on Water
Policies until September 8

Four papers outlining the new policies proposed in BC’s new
Water Sustainability Act have been released online for public
comment: www.engage.gov.bc.ca/watersustainabilityact. The
proposed new policy changes address groundwater licensing
and protection, dam safety, and compliance and enforcement.
The papers do not focus on water pricing. This will be reviewed
in a seperate proccess, due to public concern surrounding the
administration fees being proposed on water usage. 0

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Saturdays, Aug 22, 29, Sept 5, 12, 19

Live Music at Port Browning Marina Pub—the best music &
dancing on Pender! • AUG 22: Paul Black; AUG 29: Pernell Reichart;
SEPT 5: The Citizen Band; SEPT 12: Voyager; SEPT 19: C and H
Productions• Starting at 9pm • 4605 Oak Road • No cover, 19+ •
Info: www.portbrowning.com, 250.629.3493 • PENDER

Saturday, August 22

Mayne Island Music Society presents ‘Wooden Horsemen’—
Ourdoor concert • Ag Hall Fairgrounds • Gates: 7:00pm; Concert:
7:30pm • Tickets: $20, available at Home Hardware, Happy Tides
& Farm Gate Store • MAYNE

Monday, August 24

Mélodies Françaises—Classical vocal recital: Marie Lyne Phare
(mezzo-soprano) & Graeme Wilkinson (piano); a programme of
French Art Song featuring works by Bizet, Fauré, Debussy, Ravel,
Hahn, & Poulenc • St Peter’s Anglican Church Parish Hall, 4703
Canal Road • 5pm • Tickets: $15 at door, children free • Info:
graemar@bell.net, 250.537.2637 • PENDER

Thursday, August 27

The African Guitar Summit—Outdoor concert with master
guitarists and songwriters Alpha Diallo, Madagascar Slim and
Donne Roberts, master drummer Kofi Ackah and
Balafon player Nabi Camara; dancing and
listening under the stars • Pender Community
Hall • 7pm • Tickets $20 in advance at Talisman,
Southridge, Medicine Beach; $25 at the door • PENDER

Thursday to Sunday, August 27 to Sept 6

Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival—An 11-day celebration
of live performance from around the world; an eclectic mixture of
spoken word, drama, musicals, comedy, dance, theatre for young
audiences and free events for the whole
family; more than 50 performances in
venues across the city • Info:
www.intrepidtheatre.com/victoria-fringefestival/ • VICTORIA

Saturday, August 29

Third Annual Walkalong for Learning—Enjoy music from
harmonica, trumpet, harp or violin as you hike; every step
you take brings a child closer to nature: funds go to the
Galiano Conservancy’s outdoor education programs and to
bursaries for island and urban kids; bring good shoes and
cash for gourmet food; free cake, homemade ice cream
and live music at celebration after • 10825 Porlier Pass
Road • 1pm • Donate: chimp.net/campaigns/walkalong-forlearning • GALIANO

Sunday, September 6

Mayne Island Lions Club Salmon Barbecue—Feast on
barbecued salmon or pork tenderloin, baked potato, salad, dessert
and beverage; come early and stay late; bingo, refreshments tent;
visit the beautiful Japanese Garden; live entertainment; everyone
welcome • Adachi Pavilion, Dinner Bay Park, south of Village Bay •
Noon to 5pm • $20.00 • MAYNE

Moon Date

Full: August 29

New: September 12
www.islandtides.com

Page 8, Island Tides, August 20, 2015

LNG Bonanza

Six years we’ve spent on fighting, for to keep our coast oilfree;
A matter BC residents have every right to see.
But now the BC government plans to get into the act
Of boosting our economy with a 25 year pact
With pipelines, roads and tankers all planned to come about,
And little information to the public to come out.
In fact we all would like to know the overall extent,
How much we’re on the hook for, and just how much will be
spent.
When we vote politicians in, it always seemed to me
We’d handed them a mandate to run matters capably;
A temporary authority to handle our resources
Is really all we’re giving them, that politics endorses;
And that resource belongs to us, the people of BC,
And if we’re not yet ‘in the know’, we certainly should be!

Do you trust politicians, or do you trust business men?
And when they make a deal together, who do you trust then?
Left to themselves, the Liberals will give away the farm,
Leaving GHG emissions up, and other global harm.
Thanks to those who researched, and found out about all this,
While BC’s government thought that ignorance was bliss!
—H. Barry Cotton

Photo: Toby Snelgrove, SNELGROVEimages.com

An Osprey carries dinner home to his partner and two nested juveniles.

mutual
interests
(topics are expected
ROUND THE ISLANDS
to include: the
Compiled by Natalie Dunsmuir
expansion of the
Islands Trust’s NAPTEP program to Bowen Island, provincial
agreements, and advocacy on behalf of islanders in regards to
issues related to ferry fares and Howe Sound); and, discussion
on the Islands Trust Council’s development of a Strategic Plan.
Turning The Tide 2015
A town hall session will be held at 1:30pm on September 16.
-Paul Petrie
The Monday morning sun at Browning Harbour lit up the
Salt Spring Clean Energy Surges Ahead
multihued tent village. The energy from the Turning the Tide
-Christa Grace-Warrick
celebration the night before still lingered as the village of 80- In late July, Salt Spring hosted an ambitious electric vehicle
plus paddlers woke up.
show; recruiting Nissan, Kia, Tesla, and Mercedes to show their
Tables and chairs were set up for three workshops. Folks vehicles at Country Grocer and Islands Saving Credit Union’s
gathered at the Friends of Brook Point tent to enjoy fresh parking lots. Test drives were on offer for Leafs, Souls and Smart
brewed coffee and home-baked blueberry muffins and check cars and one could only drool at the high-end Tesla’s style,
out the infographic presentation spelling out the risks of an oil accessories, and power. The Nissan Leaf has a growing fan club
and members of the Victoria Leaf Club brought over nine of
spill in the Salish Sea.
After a welcome to unceded traditional Coast Salish territory, their own Leafs and were on hand to talk up the advantages of
those gathered chose between the three workshops. The one I electric power to owners and to the world. It was a bit like a
participated in focused on the oil tanker shipping hazards and
the risks of an accident and major oil spill at the 90º navigational
turn at Turn Point where Boundary Pass meets Haro Strait. If
approved by the National Energy Board, the Kinder Morgan
pipeline expansion would increase the oil tanker traffic from 5
tankers to 34 tankers per month, multiplying the existing risk.
Mae Moore from Pender Ocean Defenders described the
impacts of an oil spill on the marine environment and the
endangered Southern Resident Killer Whale population and on
A line of Nissan Leafs
our community and livelihoods. Island Tides writer, Patrick
Brown, made a strong case for shutting down the existing 60vintage car show but with a totally new look.
year-old, accident prone Trans Mountain pipeline and
Electric-assist and an electric motorbike, fetched all the way
completely shutting down the Westridge Marine Terminal at
from Abbotsford in the only rainstorm of the summer by Wayne
Burrard Inlet.
Dickie, were also on display at Kanaka Park.
Friends of Brooks Point co-chair Robert Dill underlined the
The EV Show began with a lively meet and greet at Moby’s
persuasive power of collective action: whether in a flotilla Pub on Friday evening. Saturday morning at the Fritz Theatre
community of nearly 100 paddlers who toured the Gulf Islands saw energetic carbrokers Motorize, Julian Sale and Cameron
to connect those in opposition to the pipeline/ tanker expansion, Wall, give a talk about electric cars and answer many questions
or a small group of neighbours who gather together to conserve from a small but serious audience.
a special place, or to a whole community that works collectively
The parking lots on Saturday were really where it was at for
to preserve and protect the natural environment.
having the walk-by public familiarize themselves with the clean
The workshop reached a new level when the participants vehicle concept. No feature of a carbon-blowing car is missing
gathered the chairs in a close circle and engaged in an insightful from these shiny beauties and they are cheap to run. There was
dialogue on how we need to achieve a foundational change at so much to see that I missed the electric bike show before I had
many levels including the individual, the household, the to run for a ferry. I hope somebody will let us know about it.
Thanks to Jim Standen and all his crew for organizing the
neighbourhood, the community, the provincial, the national and
the international levels. Next steps at the individual level and event, and everyone who participated. It was an excellent idea,
lots of work, and hopefully a feature for Salt Spring every year.
collective engagement at the wider levels were explored.
As the workshop wrapped up, the energy from the night
GISS Solar Milestone
before was still lingering, infused now by a deeper appreciation The solar array which was installed on the roof of the Gulf Island
of the challenges that lie ahead to achieve that foundational Secondary School last December was also a feature of the
change. In the background a laptop was playing the Turning electric power day. This clean power generator reached a
The Tide anthem: ‘No super tankers, no oil piplines, that’s why milestone this July. The system has now produced a total of
we paddle the Salish Sea, to protect the lifeline of our coastline, 18,000 kilowatt/hours, which is enough eletricity to drive an
and keep our waters oil free.’ You can sing along at: electric Nissan Leaf car 100,000km. That’s just under 2.5 times
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GlOP3AWx-U.
around the equator.

September Islands Trust Council Program

The next quarterly meeting of the Islands Trust Council will be
held on September 15-17, on Bowen Island. Trust Council
sessions will include a workshop on structured decision making;
a workshop to develop an Adaption Strategy to prepare for the
potential incorporation of Salt Spring Island; a Joint Session
with Bowen Municipal Council to discuss joint initiatives and

The African Guitar Summit On Pender

The African Guitar Summit will play an outdoor show at the
Pender Community Hall on August 27. The group formed in
2004 when CBC Radio brought together nine of Canada’s best
musicians of African origin. Hailing from diverse parts of Africa,
the band members created a self-titled recording for CBC
records that won the Juno Award for World Music Album of

the Year in 2004. Volume 2 was released in 2006.
Five of the original nine members of the band will be at the
Pender outdoor show: guitarists and songwriters Alpha Diallo
and Madagascar Slim, guitarist Donne Roberts, drummer Kofi
Ackah, and Balafon player Nabi Camara. A dancing area will be
dedicated beside the seating in front of the stage.
For more details, see ‘What’s On?’, page 7.

Galiano Coast-to-Coast Hike to Bring Kids
Closer to Nature -Suzanne Fournier

On August 29, hikers of all ages will gather at the Galiano
Conservancy’s Learning Centre to embark on a late summer walk
through spectacular forests while musicians serenade them. All
funds raised will go to the Conservancy’s outdoor education
programs and bursaries for island and inner-city kids who
otherwise would not be able to experience nature education.
Families can opt for a shorter loop to swimming beaches
while serious hikers will be challenged to complete an 8.3km
hike through the Vanilla Leaf Land Nature Reserve. Homemade ice cream, food and live music at the celebration, from
4–7pm, make the Walkalong the perfect way to cap off a long,
hot summer, while paying it forward so kids can discover the
joys and challenges of our fragile island environment. See
What’s On, page 7.

The Great Galiano Reading Event
-Elizabeth Olson

It’s debatable whether Galiano Island actually needs another
claim to literary fame. After all, Michael Christie has landed here
in paradise with his family to further his lauded writing career
(The Beggar’s Garden and If I Fall, If I Die). And at the North
End, Audrey Thomas has been penning award-winners for
years. It’s also no secret that author Jane Rule was the island’s
greatest PR person ever—her legacy support for the new library
lives on.
Then there’s the annual Galiano Literary Festival gearing up
for its seventh straight year next February, the consummate
Galiano Island Books, and more writers’ studios hanging over
cliffsides than even the CRD can count.
Now the local library society is presenting ‘Galiano Reads’.
Themed ‘Breaking Barriers, Building Communities’. Five
illustrious contenders have chosen their books and are
devouring the other titles this summer in preparation for the
great debate on October 1. The debaters include an author,
educator, dogmatic bookkeeper, bookstore owner, and a former
mayor of Vancouver and now senator.
The public will be given an opportunity to vote for their
favourite book as well as an invitation to enjoy an evening of
games, frivolity and refreshments at a time of year when we can
let our inhibitions fly out of the window after a busy summer
catering to visitors and fussy relatives.
Locals are being encouraged to read the chosen books
whenever they can find snippets of downtime over the summer,
perhaps while guests are hiking in the new 200 acre in-trust
Peace Park or browsing in the new library aisles. The books are:
Station Eleven by Emily St John (championed by Michael
Christie); Party Of One, Stephen Harper and Canada’s Radical
Makeover by Michael Harris (championed by Kendall Kyle); If
I Fall, If I Die by Michael Christie (championed by Larry
Campbell); All My Puny Sorrows by Miriam Toews
(championed by Lee Trentadue); and, The Famished Road by
Ben Okri (championed by Manisha Singh Decosas).
The event is loosely modelled after Canada Reads, but with
lots of local quirks, twists and turns. Galiano Reads will be held
at the South Hall.
ROUND THE ISLANDS, please turn to page 9
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Food in a time of climate change

et’s begin with a few recent statistics. Fifty years ago,
Vancouver Island grew and produced 85% of its own
food. Today, island farms provide about 5% of all the
food consumed. The rest is imported and California supplies
about 70% of all BC imported fruit and vegetables.
I’m not sure if the population has grown by a proportionate
amount but we have lost 80% of food sufficiency within the
lifetime of someone not yet old enough to retire. And this is
Vancouver Island—the small islands will be yet more
constrained. Even there, early European settlers a hundred plus
years ago were net exporters of food.
Had we sold our birthright to Alberta, we could rationalize
it by saying it’s all one country and Alberta is only a day’s drive
anyway. That 70% of all our produce comes from a foreign
country three days away and subject to frequent earthquakes,
fires and devastating droughts, is stupid.
These numbers come from 2015 ‘Study on climate change and
food security on Vancouver Island’. Meanwhile, the government’s
‘Indicators of Climate Change for British Columbia,’ published in
March this year, sets as an objective facilitation of ‘an increase in
economic opportunities...’ A bit late, eh?
Climate change is happening faster than fast and this summer
is just a taste. That does not mean that every summer will be like
this, it means the weather will be less predictable than we like
with a probability of milder and wetter winters and dryer
summers in our neck of the woods. Elsewhere, not so good.
‘With Brazil and California experiencing severe droughts and
the UN predicting a 40% water shortfall in just 15 years, climate
change is going to hit the food industry—the most water-intensive
industry on earth—hard,’ —Food Navigator, July 2015
It may not make for entertaining news, but all the major
countries and food supply industries are rapidly, sometimes
franticly, developing food strategies to try to mitigate the effects of
empty shelves. In the US, Mexico, Russia and China, the droughts
are expected to get worse. Australia is expected to lose 70% of its
food production capacity soon. The UK and most European
governments have had food strategies for years—we do not. I guess
that if push comes to shove and things get a little drier, we can all
eat prairie-grown durum wheat, barley and lentils.
Last year, the The Guardian newspaper asked simply, ‘What
does climate change taste like?’ The answer they posited was
reduced yield and higher prices. In other words, food choices will
be limited and expensive, so your dinner plate will more closer
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Henderson Report on Pender Groundwater

Like in other places, some wells on the Penders are experiencing
water shortages in the current drought, with expectations of
similar shortages in future years.
Jim Henderson, author of the 1997 report about Penders’
groundwater, is expected to visit the island in September,
sponsored by the Pender Islands Trust Protection Society.
Henderson’s original report is available in PDF form from
Sara Steil (steils@shaw.ca). It includes an extensive review of
groundwater resources on both North and South Pender, and
proposes a groundwater management plan for individual
homeowners, island communities, and the province.

Grace Islet Protection

Demolition is beginning on the partially-constructed house on
Grace Islet, a Coast Salish burial Islet in Ganges Harbour, Salt
Spring Island. The home was built by Barry Slawsky, a
businessman from Edmonton. Construction and breaches of the
site alteration permit caused waves of opposition last year, as local
communities protested the destruction of the sacred burial
ground and fragile Garry Oak ecosystem. After months of rallies,
protests and discussions, the islet was purchased by the Nature
Conservancy of Canada from Slawsky in January of this year.
A recent (May, 2015) floristic survey of Grace Islet by Dr Tara
Martin shows that some damage was caused by the partial
construction of the house. The area of the Islet surrounding the
house has patchs of bare earth, where both vegetation and soil
has been removed. Some introduced species of vegetation not
previously found on the island were spotted, such as Canadian
thistle, blackberry and orchard grass. Several trees were cut
down during construction and the remaining Juniper trees
show signs of die-back. According to Tara Martin, they aren’t
likely to recover.
Native vegetation such as camas, chocolate lily and nodding
onion were able to survive due to their depth underground.
Some chocolate lily plants are likely to be over 15-years-old.
An old-growth Douglas fir tree was also cut down during

UNIST’OT’EN from page 1

important part of the Unist’ot’en people’s commitment to make
their territory a force for positive change. Their land has suffered
the impacts of development and climate change. They continue
to live with the legacy of colonialism, racism and the residential
school system. The Healing Centre will bring the Unist’ot’en
people back to the land and back to the traditions of respect for
the earth and for all living things.
Meanwhile, companies and governments have stepped up
their efforts to push through their pipeline projects. The camp
has been subject to repeated attempted incursions by survey
crews, company helicopters regularly pass over, and there has
been some police harassment of people coming in and out of
the camp.
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- Brian Crumblehulme

The main way that most people will experience climate change is through the impact on food: the food
they eat, the price they pay for it, and the availability and choice that they have.
—Tim Gore, Head of Food Policy and Climate Change, Oxfam

reflect your bank balance. Of the base commodity crops, wheat
and corn are most vulnerable. As of last year, 35% of the world’s
wheat is grown under drought conditions. More expensive
popular crops such as nuts, coffee and chocolate are expected to
be wiped out in some areas resulting in much higher prices.
Growers and agri-businesses are looking for new locations
to sow seeds. French wine companies are buying up farms in
Yorkshire, England because in summer the little dale villages
increasingly resemble Burgundy and the Loire Valley. The buzz
word is ‘opportunity’.
This spring the USDA have partnered with Microsoft to
promote technological innovations to growing food. Since 90%
of the California almond crop is threatened by drought, the
alternative dairy industry will be pushing peanut milk this fall,
and two European companies have invested heavily in camel
dairy farms that require far less water than cows per litre of milk.
Then, on the tech side, Australia and Japan are in high gear to
develop totally enclosed, climate-controlled, water-efficient food
growing factories to replace conventional farms and gardens
(Food Navigator, 15 July, 2015). On our side of the pond, the
Canadian prairies have already gained 1-2 weeks of growing
season and expect to pick up another 2-3 which translates into
a wider range of potential crops including fruit and vegetables.
So where does that leave us?
What is happening now with low price oil has been happening
to food for decades; government policy and the agri-industry have
been strategically driving out small farms in favour of very large
ones. Once the mainstay of the family farm, produce now counts
for less than 5% of all farm sales (StatsCan). So when you combine
this with climate change, food shortages inevitably imply higher
prices. According to Jeff Reubin, former chief economist for the
CIBC, banks and pension funds are buying up farms as fast as
they can sell their oil stocks. Why? Because they know the price
of wheat and carrots can only go up.
For the majority of the world’s population that buys its family
food through giant chain stores, there is little choice, but then
again the UN Food and Agriculture predicts that ‘rural
communities are better able to adapt and transition to a
changed climate.’ They don’t say why but my guess is the

opportunity to home-grow and the proximity to people that do,
and you cannot get closer to produce in the field than here on
the islands. On every block and the end of every road someone
near you has a surfeit of zucchinis. If you are not on this list
consider making a start.
A 1,000 square foot roof will collect around 15,000 gallons
or 70,000 litres of water each year. Most house roofs are larger.
For irrigation, flushing and fire protection, that is a lot of water.
One quarter of that is plenty. We have enough water, even with
climate change—but we have to manage it better.
Planted in reasonable soil, clay if you have it, mature fruit
trees and bushes require no additional water. Located around
the house, they provide a pleasant summer shade, allow the
winter sun to warm your house, are low fire risks, they look
pretty in spring and provide an easy-picking crop. And yes, the
deer rank them higher than chocolate. If a few bushels of apples
or pears is too many, they can be juiced and frozen for a taste of
summer in January. Ditto plums and berries if you’re not into
jamming, they are very easy to freeze, and, as I have said before,
persimmon, figs, nuts, kiwi vines and many more relatively
exotic trees thrive in summers like this one.
Xeriscaping is commonly practiced on the islands and for
that Mediterranean look, it really works. It is not however,
conducive to growing shallow rooted produce. Drip irrigation
works, as does container gardening where close rows of salads
can be hand-watered every few days as needed. Sprinklers and
overhead spray systems loose around 90% of the water to
evaporation. Instead, direct a gentle stream where it’s needed,
to the roots. A heavy compost mulch or perforated row-cover
will allow rain through, suppress weeds and reduce water loss
by evaporation. I have used this system for tomatoes and squash
very successfully for two years now with no watering at all. I am
not sure how well this might work on raised beds but on a low
flat ground, it has amazing results.
Then finally, if you want to grow some of your own food and
spend the summer on the boat, plan a winter garden. A huge
range of salad and vegetable crops can be planted now and
through fall to keep you well supplied through winter when the
cost of produce is very high. 0

construction. It was thought to have once been a frequentlyused nesting site for blue herons, double-crested cormorants
and bald eagles. Canada geese have now been spotted nesting
on the island. Browsing geese disturb topsoil, which leads to soil
erosion and loss of vegetation.
Tara Martin recommends that native vegetation on the Islet
is allowed to recover, while invasive or introduced species are
removed. She also recommends the removal of nesting Canada
geese.

Three BC Ferries Tracking Salish Sea Waters

Instrumentation has been installed on three ferries to collect
sea and atmosphric information along their routes. The project
is an extension of the University of Victoria’s Ocean Networks
Canada, which also operates the VENUS underwater cabled
ocean observatory.
The ferries collect surface water data, including oxygen
levels, temperature, salinity, turbidity, chlorophyll levels and
organic matter. This is particularly vital to understanding the
fresh and salt water mixing from the Fraser River plume, and
its effects on ocean nutrients.
The ships also collect information on springtime
phytoplankton blooms. Phytoplankton are eaten by
zooplankton, which are eaten by herring and salmon, which are
eaten by orcas.
The three ships involved are the Queen of Oak Bay, which
travels between Horseshoe Bay and Nanaimo, the Sprit of
Vancouver Island, which travels between Tsawwassen and
Swartz Bay, and the Queen of Alberni, on the route between
Tsawwassen and Duke Point.

Night Work at Otter Bay

BC Ferries will be carrying out work to repair and resurface
ramp decking, replace counterweight cables, paint, and upgrade
drainage at Otter Bay, Pender Island. The work will take place
at night after the last ferries. Dates for the work are Tuesday,
August 25 to Friday, August 28, and Monday, August 31st to
Thursday, September 3. The Corporation says noise will be
limited to welding machines and lift trucks. 0

Recently, in one particularly bizarre incident, representatives
of Chevron brought an ‘offering’ of a case of plastic bottles of
water and some tobacco as they attempted to enter Unist’ot’en
territory. The camp spokesperson noted that the pure and ample
flow of the Morice River provided all the drinking water they
needed—something that would change if the pipelines ever got
built. Chevron was told to leave and to take their ‘offering’ with
them.
Having already held meetings in Victoria and Duncan, the
Unist’ot’en tour continues on August 19 on Salt Spring Island,
on August 20 on Galiano Island, and in Vancouver on August
22. More information about these meetings can be found in the
calendar at activeislands.com. Information about the Unist’ot’en
Camp can be found at unistotencamp.com. 0
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FEDERAL ELECTION 2015

What Your Candidates Say

This edition, Island Tides asks: What should be the role of the national government on health care: financing, standard

setting, policy leadership, research support, and/or professional training?

Alicia Cormier, Saanich Gulf Islands (NDP)
New Democrat Tommy Douglas created the first public
healthcare system in Saskatchewan that became the model for
our cherished national program, still under attack from those
that want to privatize it. New Democrats will restore the federal
government’s essential leadership role by reversing tens of
billions in health transfer cuts to the provinces imposed
unilaterally by the Conservatives. We will collaborate with the
provinces to develop a new set of healthcare agreements, and
be vigilant in enforcing the principles embodied in the Canada
Health Act. We will work with the provinces to implement our
top priorities: improved access to primary, long term and home
care; improving prescription drug coverage; better mental
health services; and measures to prevent long term illnesses
affecting millions of Canadians. We’ll show immediate
leadership by improving health care delivered federally,
starting with First Nations, members and veterans of Canadian
Forces and the RCMP, and refugees.
Randall Garrison, Esquimalt Saanich Sooke (NDP)
Canadians know that it was New Democrats who brought
publicly funded health care to Canada and that they can trust
an NDP government to protect and strengthen medicare.
Universal publicly funded healthcare is now part of our
identity as Canadians, but we need to act now to reinvigorate
our system after a decade of neglect by the Conservatives.
Ten years have passed on Stephen Harper’s watch and five
million Canadians still don’t have a family doctor. Instead of
investing in the front-line medical services we rely on,
Conservatives imposed billions in unilateral cuts to our
healthcare system.
As Prime Minister, Tom will stop the Conservative
underfunding of health care and get back to working
collaboratively with provinces to improve primary care and
home care, to expand access to long-term care, to bring down
the costs of prescription drugs, and to improve mental health
services.
Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (Green)

The Green Party of Canada is unequivocal in its support of a
universal, single-payer health care system; one of the
foundations of our society. We seek to expand Canada’s
universal health care system through our national Pharmacare
Plan so that more affordable drug coverage is available to
millions of Canadians. Furthermore, we are committed to
ensuring the principals of the Canada Health Act are upheld
by the federal government. We believe that in order to meet
the increasing demands on our health care system, innovation
in partnership with the provinces and territories is required.
This includes improving our existing acute care system by
providing greater funds to hire more nurses, doctors and staff.
We believe in promoting healthy lifestyles that will lead to
better health outcomes for Canadians of all ages and reduce
demands on the system as a whole.
Gord Johns, Courtenay-Alberni (NDP)
The federal government has a fundamental responsibility to
uphold the provisions of the Canada Health Act. There is
plenty of evidence that our health care system has been under
assault by the Conservative government. Too many Canadians
are vulnerable, regardless of whether they live in large urban
centres or in isolated communities. The Conservative
candidate in Courtenay-Alberni has stated that the creation of
a two-tier system is inevitable. I will fight this. New agreements
with the provinces must relieve the financial burden of health
care, particularly for seniors, some of whom tell me on the
doorstep they often just can’t afford to renew their
prescriptions. I support Tom Mulcair’s plan to bulk buy
prescription drugs to lower costs for Canadians. In the short
term, we must restore the Stephen Harper/John Duncan
health care cuts. In the long term, we must seek innovative
solutions in collaboration with the provinces.
Tim Kane, Saanich-Gulf Islands (Liberal)
Liberals believe that every Canadian must have access to
publicly funded, high-quality health care, regardless of their
social background, their physical needs, their geographical
location, or the amount of money in their pocket.
The current Conservative government doesn’t share our
values. For Conservatives, it’s every province and every family
for themselves. Their changes to provincial health transfers
have meant steep cuts to important programs, including those
administering drug treatment, mental health treatment and
suicide prevention.
I believe this erosion of healthcare must be stopped. It is the

federal government’s responsibility to collaborate with
provinces, territories and indigenous communities to tackle
such health issues as reducing wait times and strengthening
community-based care, senior care, mental health and
prescription drug coverage. A Liberal government will work
towards equal care from coast-to-coast-to-coast that continues
to meet the evolving needs of Canadians and adapts to new
practices and treatment techniques.
Alistair MacGregor, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (NDP)
I believe the federal government should play a strong
leadership role through the federal Canada Health Act. New
Democrats will revoke the Conservatives’ unilateral decision
to take $36 billion in anticipated funding out of health care,
and engage with the provinces and territories in a discussion
of real needs. An NDP government would support the
development of new agreements that ensure improved health
outcomes for Canadians. We recognize the jurisdiction of all
provinces over health care delivery, and we want to work with
them to improve our public and universal health care system.
In addition to proposing a national pharmacare plan to provide
relief from the high costs of prescription drugs, we believe the
federal government can also make a big difference by ensuring
all Canadians have a decent income, access to healthy food,
affordable housing, and a social safety net—supporting the
social determinants of health.
Sheila Malcolmson, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (NDP)
Canada’s cherished public healthcare system was created by a
New Democrat, Tommy Douglas. The NDP remains dedicated
to ensuring every Canadian has access to the care they need—
regardless of where they live or their ability to pay.
Our public healthcare system is under attack from
Conservative funding cuts. On the doorstep, I hear voters worry
that healthcare won’t be there for them when they need it.
Frontline health workers tell me the Conservative government
has made it hard for them to care for people in need.
New Democrats will restore the federal leadership role the
Conservatives have neglected. We will reverse the
Conservatives’ reckless cuts to healthcare funding. We will
collaborate with the provinces and territories to develop a new
set of healthcare agreements and adapt Medicare to the
challenges of the 21st century.
We have a practical plan to strengthen public healthcare.
www.NDP.ca/health.
Paul Manly, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Green)
Canada’s health care system faces a funding crisis. Under the
new federal funding formula, poorer provinces and those with
greater numbers of seniors will get less.
The Green Party supports the Canada Health Act and all
of its principles. We oppose any level of privatized, for-profit
health care. We believe that the federal government must
provide the money and leadership to maintain, develop and
improve standards that apply equally all across the country.
Greens will reduce the costs of prescription drugs with a
national pharmacare plan, focus more on preventing illness,
enlarge the roles of nurse-practitioners and pharmacists and
establish community and home care.
The Green Party will work with the Canadian Medical
Association to develop qualification standards that allow more
foreign-trained doctors to gain certification, easing a chronic
shortage that leaves thousands of Canadians without a GP.
Find out more at www.greenparty.ca/vision-green.

Maria Manna, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (Liberal)
Federal governments should respect the constitution and the
boundaries of provincial jurisdiction. The federal government
should be working with the provinces on overall goals of quality
health care standards, and wait-list initiatives that will help
provinces deliver healthcare in a much more efficient way,
recognizing that each province has different difficulties. For
example, with the changes to the health care delivery from Ottawa
to provinces, provinces like BC are getting short shrift of the
funding aimed at higher growth populations like Alberta, who
have a younger demographic not requiring as much care. BC with
its high demographic numbers of seniors will find it difficult to
fund the services needed so our seniors are taken care of.
The Liberals have promised Justin Trudeau will attend first
ministers conference every year, and work in partnership with
the Provinces on the needs they have in the above areas.
Elizabeth May, Sannich-Gulf Islands (Green)
The federal government has an obligation to uphold the
principles of the Canada Health Act. Universal, single-payer
health care is part of our national identity. It reflects our values
and commitment to a fair society. The federal role has been
abandoned as the Canada Health Accord expired with no
discussion about its replacement. We must expand our health
care to include a national Pharmacare Plan. We must work
with provincial-territorial partners to innovate and ensure a
sustainable health care system, with greater investments in
mental health, a dementia strategy, and a focus on healthy,
active living, and removal of carcinogens in our environment
as part of an enhanced prevention strategy.
We need to develop a comprehensive approach to ensuring
every Canadian has access to a family doctor, leading a team
that benefits from nurse-practitioners, pharmacists, midwives
and other professionals.
Brenda Sayers, North Island-Powell River (Green)
Greens understand that health is about more than ‘health care’.
The Government of Canada must play a larger role in health
care. Unfortunately, the Conservatives let the national Health
Accord lapse and are now tying federal transfer payments to
the economic growth of provinces, resulting in an $11 billion
loss in funding over the next 5 years.
I will work with other Green Party MPs to extend the
national Health Accord and oppose any steps that open the
way to further two-tier health care in Canada.
The Green Party recently unveiled a national Pharmacare
Plan to make affordable medicine a reality for all Canadians.
This expands the drug coverage to 22 million Canadians and
ensures that 2 million Canadians would have access to
prescriptive medications that they otherwise could not afford.
Not only will it improve the health of Canadians, it will save up
to $11 billion annually.
Tim Tessier, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Liberal)
The national government must take the role of leader to
improve the quality of our healthcare while maintaining its
universality and addressing the critical issues of financing and
policy. Liberals want to expand research and professional
training. Our health care system is a source of pride and
comfort for Canadians, yet it needs to be modernized to ensure
it continues to deliver high-quality, effective, and efficient care
for Canadians. Our populations are aging, demands on the
system are increasing and the biggest challenge can be finding
a family doctor. Liberals are committed to work in
collaboration with provincial and territorial partners to tackle
critical needs like community-based care, elder care, mental
health and pharmacare. People in Nanaimo-Ladysmith
deserve better and deserve to have access to a family doctor.
Cheryl Thomas, Victoria (Liberal)
Liberals believe that it is the federal government’s responsibility
to work collaboratively with the provinces, territories and
indigenous communities to tackle health issues such as reducing
wait times and strengthening community-based care, senior
care, mental health and prescription drug coverage. We must
work towards equal care from coast-to-coast-to-coast that
continues to meet the evolving needs of Canadians and adapts
to new practices and treatment techniques.
Liberals are ready to work as partners with the provinces
and territories to ensure a national standard of excellence in
the delivery of health services. The Liberal Party of Canada will
also keep fighting so that more can be done for mental health,
caregivers, home and long-term care.

Island Tides is funding the publishing of this election
coverage—please send in voluntary subscriptions.

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable electoral district associations and contactable, declared candidates in: Courtenay-Alberni, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, Nanaimo-Ladysmith,
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Next Edition’s Question:

Do you think that the present method of organizing and financing higher education: serves students well, meets national economic and social
objectives, and/or measures up to international competition?

www.islandtides.com

Island Tides, August 20, 2015, Page 11

South Pender conservation group call on the NEB to block increased oil tanker traffic
Paul Petrie

T

The oil tanker Commitment passes the auto carrier Liberty Ace off Turn Point.

he Friends of Brooks Point on South Pender Island has
called on the National Energy Board (NEB) to reject the
Kinder Morgan pipeline expansion that would increase
oil tanker traffic through the Salish Sea from 5 to 34 tankers per
month.
The group’s co-chair, Monica Petrie, points out that the
existing navigational rules around the hazardous 90º turn at
Turn Point, where Boundary Pass meets Haro Strait, are
inadequate to safeguard the increased level of shipping traffic
since the rules were established in 2000. ‘A tanker accident
around Turn Point would have a devastating impact on the
sensitive marine environment and would deal a serious blow to
our fragile Gulf Island economy which relies on tourism,’ she
said.
The group’s 12-page submission to the NEB details how
Kinder Morgan’s spill response capacity through their
subsidiary Western Canada Marine Response Corporation
(WCMRC) does not have the capacity to respond to a major spill
from an Aframax tanker which can carry up to 800,000 barrels

of bitumen oil. WCMRC’s response to the recent 162 barrel
oilspill in English Bay illustrates this problem.
Kinder Morgan’s application to the NEB indicates a ‘credible’
worst case spill scenario ‘…is 16,500m3 (104,000 barrels) of oil.’
The BC Government’s 2013 Vessel Traffic Study (Vol 2, page
64) found that: ‘The worst case spill from a single vessel would
be the loss of 210,000m3 of crude oil’ (or 1,300,000 barrels).
Significantly more than the ultra ‘conservative’ Kinder Morgan
estimate.
The critically endangered Southern Resident Killer Whale
population regularly travels Haro Strait and Boundary Pass. ‘An
oil spill in these waters would strike a catastrophic blow to these
Orcas and increase the likelihood of their extinction,’ Petrie
noted.
Brooks Point Regional Park on South Pender is a prime
shore-based viewing location for endangered Southern
Resident Killer Whales. In the last year humpback whales have
also returned to the Boundary Pass Haro strait area.
The group recommends the NEB commission an

n the midst of islanders’ summer-camp for visiting
grandchildren, the joy of our children coming from afar for
family gatherings, pears, blackberries, and plums ripening,
seals pupping, long summer evenings and swimming in
gorgeous sea water—BC Ferries has presented its proposed
2017 scheduling for Galiano, Mayne, Pender, Salt Spring and
Saturna Islands. Now deep in summer, we must drop
everything and pay close attention to the consultation meetings
underway. As reported in last edition’s Island Tides, we have to
be alert to our marine highway’s fate.
Look at this proposed regime and compare it with the
schedule you use now. Precipitated by the new Intermediate Class
ferries coming into service, you may have some nasty surprises.
Saturna Island sure has. All Southern Islands’ routes are affected.
As I sometimes tell my grandchildren—Gramma is getting cross!
Due to ‘similar population size’, Saturna is to be paired with
Galiano as its ‘hub’ partner and Mayne with Pender. Saturna
will have to tack on the extra time to travel through Galiano to
Victoria. We will also lose our well-developed business and
social links with Pender and Mayne Islands. No matter that all
our Southern Gulf Islands’ ferry reps have been telling BC Ferry
Services Inc that this pairing concept ‘makes no sense’ and that
it is ‘destructive’ and its ‘basic reasoning is flawed’.
Saturna Island and Southern Gulf Island reps have identified
Saturna’s new scheduling as nothing short of destructive, due
to too-short in-town business days Monday to Friday, very
questionable capacity to carry visitors and weekenders on the
weekend from Tsawwassen, too short time to attract and hold
visitors and weekenders on the weekend, no feasible short
town-dash midday, and few reasonable connections with any
other island. Many of the ferry reps have serious concerns about
their own island’s scheduling and many agree that Saturna is
being hung out to dry.
Remember, in April, that digital survey in which BC Ferries
asked us to participate so that we could be part of the team to
create improved ferry service in conjunction with the two new
vessels that are to replace the Queen of Nanaimo?All passengers
in BC were asked to participate. The introduction said ‘The
population of the Gulf Islands varies from almost 350 to 10,500’.
The first question was ‘How should the frequency of service
be determined during the course of the day?’ BC Ferries offered
as response choices: ‘island population’, ‘traffic volume’, or,
‘neither, all islands should have the same service’. Such a survey
is referred to as a ‘Forced Response Survey’—you must choose
from their options.
Wondering at the flawed options presented to determine
scheduling, noting there was no place for alternate input and
deciding the survey was rigged, I never responded. Brian
Hollingshead, Chair of the Southern Gulf Islands Ferry
Committees, gave the best answer I have heard to the question:

‘Appropriate capacity, available at needed times.’ Viola—so
simple. This is how you provide transportation service to an
island community supporting its social and economic base,
whether it is Salt Spring at 10,500 islanders or Saturna at 350
islanders.
No matter what ferries say and how they explain it to us and
solicit our input, we cannot adapt as an island community to a
for-profit business model; our population numbers don’t
support it. We are committed and deeply adapted to a rural
infrastructure model subsidized to an extent and paid for by our
taxes.
BC Ferries proposal has galvanized our ferry reps and
islanders. Those who have developed island businesses for
many years are not content to see years of developed business
relations with other island businesses get torpedoed due to a
questionable survey and BC Ferries’ read of what customers
identify as right for the Southern Gulf Island’s ferry schedules.
Hopefully islanders are already examining these
‘storyboards’ at the island-by-island meetings (see
advertisement, page 5). You will notice that out of 18 ‘scheduling
considerations’ none mention the responsibility to provide
dependable service to island communities to allow for economic
and social survival.
Another storyboard is titled ‘customer needs’. You will notice
there is no mention of the scheduling needs for island
contractors, stores, and other businesses to get to town and back
on Monday to Friday for a full day of stops and chores.
There is also no mention of the need for tourist
accommodation providers and cafés to attract weekend
customers by being able to offer a realistic time frame and ferry
capacity to justify the ferry cost to get to the islands.
Does the scheduling work for your island? Do you get what
we all want as coastal communities: a reasonable business day
in town and good weekend scheduling for tourists and others?
Can you, within reason, make your businesses and your social
inter-connections work?
Kindly support us all by getting very informed and thinking
about your island’s healthy economy and social structure.
Support our shared right to connection on our marine
highway—hold BC Ferries accountable as service providers.
Dash thoughts that any island is acting as though it deserves
better service at the cost to its neighbors. Healthy access allows
us all to participate meaningfully in our inter-island shared
school system, emergency services, park visitations, newspapers
and other literate links, tourist providers, recycling efforts,
cultural experiences, businesses, governance—our shared
identity as Gulf Islanders and our right to build lives in our
island communities, with our personal capital, our mutual
efforts, and our creative ingenuity. 0

Saturna Notes: BC Ferries Proposed Schedule
Will Destroy the Community - Priscilla Ewbank

I

independent scientific evaluation of the impact the proposed
increase in oil tanker traffic will have on the survival of the
endangered Southern Resident Killer Whale population
including ship strikes and sound impacts before further
considering the Kinder Morgan proposal.
‘We have an obligation to the Pender community and our
conservation partners including the Pender Island
Conservancy, the Islands Trust Fund and the Nature
Conservancy of Canada, which together raised close to a million
dollars to protect Brooks Point and its pristine shoreline,’ Petrie
said.
‘We are calling on the NEB to do the right thing and reject
the Kinder Morgan proposal that would result in an
unacceptable increase in the risk of a tanker accident and oil
spill in these fragile waters.’ (For a copy of the group’s
submission contact pmpetrie@shaw.ca). 0
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BC-NDP rejects
pipeline review

Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich
North and the Islands

The BCNDP Caucus has formally requested the National
Energy Board to reject Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain
pipeline proposal. The Official Opposition has long advocated
for withdrawal from the Liberal government’s ‘equivalency
agreement’ with the federal government, and for the Province
to undertake a made-in-BC assessment process.
Instead of standing up for its citizens, the Liberals have
handed-off decision-making authority to a federal Conservative
government that has already given the Trans Mountain project
unequivocal support. Prime Minister Harper made it very clear,
by the legislative and procedural changes he has rammed
through, that the public interest would not be allowed to stand
in the way of corporate and political interests.
The BCNDP have observed the NEB review for the Trans
Mountain pipeline for many months now, and concluded that
this assessment process is irrevocably broken. Quoting from the
letter jointly signed by John Horgan, Leader of the Opposition,
and our Environment Spokesperson Spencer Chandra Herbert,
‘Because the risks of the project are so great, and the process
has failed to proceed in an unbiased and procedurally fair
manner, we do not believe that the NEB can approve the project
in good faith. There is simply insufficient evidence that the
benefits of the project outweigh the risks, and the public has lost
confidence in the process used to evaluate it.’
Concerns about the Kinder Morgan project extend beyond
the lack of public confidence in the review process. The scope
of the NEB assessment process was also limited, for example
excluding climate change as a consideration. In addition, the
project proponent has refused to answer important questions
from provincial and municipal governments and other
intervenors. Therefore, the evidence being evaluated for the
project is incomplete, made worse by the federal Conservatives’
elimination of oral cross-examination by intervenors.
The NEB has allowed Kinder Morgan to hide their plan to
deal with the very real risk of damaging land-based and marine
spills, leaving the Opposition with no confidence that these risks
are being properly considered or mitigated. This is particularly
troubling since the current limitations on liability for the project
proponents mean that taxpayers and affected industries like
fisheries could ultimately have to bear billions in costs as a result
of a major bitumen spill.
Finally, the NEB has failed to ensure that First Nations were
consulted and accommodated according to the standards set
out in law. A number of directly affected First Nations—
including but not limited to the Tsleil-Waututh, Squamish, and
Musqueam First Nations—have serious and unresolved
concerns about the project.
The stakes for British Columbians, and particularly for the
residents of my constituency and its precious environment,
could not be higher. BC’s New Democrat Opposition cannot in
good conscience support such a risky project for which the
federal review process is so flawed; one in which BC’s role has
been reduced to asking questions no one bothers to answer, and
for which an unrelenting, cheerleading federal government has
the final say. 0

Join Our Team!
Helping People...Improving Lives

Now Hiring Galiano, Pender, Mayne, and
Salt Spring health care aides/community
health workers!
We offer great wages and a team that’s:
%FEJDBUFEUPRVBMJUZFYDFMMFODFt
"XBSEXJOOJOHt"DDSFEJUFEXJUI
Exemplary Standing

Find out more!
APPLY NOW!

www.beaconcs.ca

Join the Galiano Conservancy’s

Walkalong for Learning
August 29, 1 pm
Help fund outdoor
education for children

Go to chimp.net/campaigns/walking-for-learning

A Pacific tree frogs nestles inside a dahlia.

Solar farms begin
operation - Natalie Dunsmuir

Canada’s Largest Solar Farm Complete

In Ontario, S25 Technologies has announced the completion
of Canada’s largest contiguous solar farm, the Grand
Renewable Solar Project. Located in the county of Haldimand,
this 100 megawatt project will have the capacity to power
roughly 17,000 homes within Ontario. According to Samsung
Renewable Energy, a partner in the project’s development, this
will offset 162,000 tonnes of carbon when compared to coalgenerated electricity—the equivalent of taking 29,610 cars off
of the road.
The project covers some 736 acres of land and utilises
445,000 solar modules. It was developed in partnership
between Samsung Renewable Energy, Connor Clark & Lunn
Infrastructure, and Six Nations of the Grand River, the largest
First Nation reserve in Canada. S25 Technologies worked with
these shareholders to create an agreement between them and
Canadian Solar Inc, which was in charge of the engineering and
construction of the project. The same shareholders also operate
the Grand Renewable Wind project, which delivers energy to
50,000 homes each year.

BC’s Largest Solar Farm Complete

Meanwhile, the ‘SunMine’ project in Kimberly has recently
been completed and is now operating. It is BC’s first solar
facility to be connected to the grid, and will power
approximately 200 homes. The project is 1.05 megawatts and
is Canada’s largest project to utilise ‘solar trackers’, which allow
panels to follow the sun’s movement. SunMine consists of 96
trackers with 4,032 solar modules mounted on top of them.
The trackers were designed by German engineers and allow for
38% more energy to be gathered when compared to a fixed
system.
SunMine is a community-owned initiative of the City of
Kimberly, and is the first large-scale solar project to be
developed, owned and operated by a Canadian municipality.
The project is built on the site of a former mine, on land
provided by Teck Resources, which also donated $2 million
towards SunMine.
The City of Kimberly also had the support of the Columbia
Basin Trust and the Southern Interior Development Initiative
Trust. The Province of BC contributed $1 million through the
Innovative Clean Energy Fund.
The SunMine project was also conceived and supported in
part by EcoSmart Foundation, a Vancouver-based company. The
City of Kimberly is hoping to expand the project over time. 0
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US Clean Power Plan
finalized - Natalie Dumsuir

New action on climate change was finalized by US President
Obama in early August. The Clean Power Plan will put limits on
the amount of carbon emissons created by power plants, and will
therefore help the US meet its carbon emission reduction targets.
The finalized plan is stronger than the draft plan of 2014—it now
aims to reduce emissons from power plants 32% from 2005
levels by 2030, rather than only 30% as was suggested in 2014.
This plan is the first of its kind to limit carbon emissions
from power plants in the US, which account for roughly 30%
of the country’s greenhouse gas emissions. Officials at the US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) believe the change in
the emission reduction goal from 30% to 32% will lead to
deeper reductions beyond 2030 as well, helping to decarbonize
the country in subsequent years.

A State-by-State Strategy

The Clean Power Plan gives much of its power to the individual
states by allowing them to choose how they will meet the goals
set by the EPA. This has apparently been done to allow states
to tailor their strategies to their energy needs, and to the current
make-up of their electricity generation. The Clean Power Plan
will provide guidelines for the implementation and creation of
energy plans, and states will be expected to begin meeting CO2
reductions between the years of 2022 and 2029. There are also
options for states to work together on their emission reductions.

Health Benefits

While advocating the Clean Power Plan, the EPA has focused a
lot on the health benefits of the new plan, emphasizing the high
risk of asthma that is created by coal-powered plants, and the
reduction to smog the plan hopes to create. On the White
House’s website, in the section dedicated to climate change, it
is stated that the Clean Power Plan will ‘prevent 90,000 asthma
attacks in children’, and ‘prevent 1,700 non-fatal heart attacks’.

Reductions from 2005

While carbon reductions of 32% over 2005 levels is a good start,
the choice of using 2005 as a baseline carries great significance.
2005 is often used as a baseline in carbon reduction agreements,
but it is arguably the highest counting point possible—targets
that aim for reductions from 1990 CO2 levels are far more
meaningful than those that list 2005 as their baseline. Due to
recession, renewable technologies, and the falling price of natural
gas when compared to coal generation, power plant emissions
have already dropped 15% between 2005 and 2013, according
to Brad Plumer, senior editor at Vox.com.
Since only 30% of the US’s carbon emissions come from
power plants, the Clean Energy Plan would cut total carbon
emissions by around 6% between 2013 and 2030. 0
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