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Floatila of small boats surrounds Grace Islet in Ganges Harbour. See related article below.

CRD will not initiate expropriation of
Grace Islet property
An August 13 closed meeting of Capital
Regional District’s Board of Directors
considered the possible expropriation of Grace
Islet in Ganges Harbour on Salt Spring Island.
The Grace Islet has been the subject of an
ongoing dispute since its owner began
constructing a house on the islet, which is the
location of a First Nations burial ground. Local
residents have been blockading the island to
slow down building. At its meeting, the CRD
board decided against initiating expropriation.
In a press release, the CRD said that its
authority to expropriate Grace Islet could be
subject to challenge and Directors have
received advice that this is a matter that the
CRD should continue to advocate for action by
the Province. While the CRD provides a very
wide range of services within the current
authority granted by the Province and fully
recognizes the interests that First Nations have
in Grace Islet, the CRD is simply not able to
proceed with initiating an expropriation
process to acquire the Islet with any assurance
of a positive outcome given the complex
regulatory framework and interests of all the
parties involved.
‘The owner of Grace Islet has a building
permit and Provincial Archaeological Branch
approval to build a private residence on what

First Nations have identified to be a cultural
heritage site,’ said CRD Board Chair Alastair
Bryson. ‘In order to consider expropriation, the
CRD would be required to take on service
responsibility enabling the acquisition of land
to protect First Nations interests.’
On July 9, the CRD Board adopted a motion
to request that the Ministry of Forest Lands
and
Natural
Resources
Operations
Archaeology Branch suspend the Alteration
Permit issued for Grace Islet, Salt Spring Island
Electoral Area, to allow consultation and
negotiations to proceed between First Nations,
the Provincial government and the landowner.
The CRD Board also directed staff to
convene an inter-governmental meeting in the
autumn of 2014 with representatives of First
Nations, the Archaeology Branch, the Islands
Trust and the CRD to restore trust and identify
specific improvements to development
approval procedures that will increase
protection of First Nations cultural heritage
sites within the Capital Region.
‘The previous action taken by the Board
reflects the CRD’s commitment to building
relationships with neighbouring First Nations,
and that begins with showing the same respect
for their ancestors as we do for non-indigenous
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GRACE ISLET, please turn to page 10

Mining without worry - Patrick Brown
Nothing could be simpler.
To accommodate continuing increases in
the quantity of tailings, the Mount Polley
Mining Company simply built the earthen
tailing pond dam higher. Not wider or thicker
or stronger, just higher. The pond was four
kilometres square when the dam broke.
William MacBurney, who worked at the
mine from its start in 1995 to 2000, when it
was temporarily shut down, said that the
quantity of tailings soon reached five times
what was originally planned, due to the
deteriorating quality of the ore.
The Mount Polley copper/gold mine, some
56 kilometres northeast of Williams Lake, is on
a site that has been mined since gold rush days,
1861-1864. Originally a hydraulic placer mine,
where gold was washed from the pits by highpressure hoses, it is now a system of large pits.
Ore is transported by 200-tonne trucks. Gold
and copper are separated from crushed ore
using large quantities of water.

Too Much Water
Disposing of the water and resulting silt has
always been a problem at Mount Polley. Since
1996, the method has been to accumulate
tailings and the water that comes with them in
a large pond. Annual rainfall over the mine site
is high, so, even with the most stringent water-

use conservation measures, an annual overflow
of some 1.4 million cubic metres could be
expected and must be disposed of.
In 2009 the company applied for a permit
to use Hazeltine Creek for this purpose, but
approval was delayed because of a lack of
baseline data for flow and water quality for the
creek.
In the meantime, the company was warned
on at least two occasions that it had allowed the
accumulated water and silt in the tailings pond
to exceed the permitted level, which was set by
the Ministry at 2.4 metres below the top of the
dam. On one occasion the water rose to within
one metre of the top. After receiving the
warning, the company drained water out of the
tailings pond to an auxiliary pit until the pond
was down to the permitted level.
It thus became, in the language of the
Ministry, ‘within compliance’. However, there
is no record of the Ministry then requiring an
engineering assessment of the strength of the
dam, or lowering the permitted ‘compliance’
level of the tailings in recognition that the dam
may have experienced stresses beyond its
designed capacity.

Build It Higher
To cope over the years, the top of the tailings
MOUNT POLLEY, please turn to page 8
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News In Brief
Saturna Hearing Will Resume On
September 18
A Public Hearing on Saturna Island for a suite of proposed
bylaws: Bylaws Nº 112 (Community Amenity Density
Reserve–Official Community Plan), Nº 113 (Secondary
Suites–Official Community Plan), Nº 114 (Secondary Suites–
Land Use Bylaws), Nº 115 (Short Term Vacation Rentals–
Official Community Plan), and Nº 116 (Fees Bylaw—to reduce
the Temporary Use Permit application fee) has been adjourned
until Thursday, September 18.
On August 6, a Public Information Meeting ahead of the
Public Hearing attracted 70 people with many questions, which
took all the time available at the Local Trust Committee meeting.
The Public Hearing was opened and immediately recessed.
Written submissions from the public regarding the bylaws
will be accepted as follows: they may be delivered to the office
of the Islands Trust or sent there by mail, by fax, or email until
4:30pm on September 17. They can also be delivered to the LTC
at the Community Information Meetings & Public Hearings at
12:30pm on Thursday, September 18. For more detailed info:
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/media/280118/legal-ph-noticebl112-113-114-115-reconvene.pdf.

Canada–Europe Trade Agreement Not
Finalized Yet
Despite several announcements about agreement on CETA
(Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement) the text of
the agreement is only now being circulated in various
governments who will be involved in its ratification. The text
(reportedly 1,500 pages) has not been made public. Questions
have recently been raised about German concerns with the
Investor-State Dispute Settlement provisions in the agreement.

Bullock Lake Rezoning ‘Not To
Proceed’
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee has voted ‘not to
proceed’ with the possible rezoning of a large property on
Bullock Lake, Salt Spring Island. Trustee George Grams,
pointing to an extensive legal opinion provided to the Trust,
insists that the owner still has the historical right to develop a
resort with 123 legal non-conforming cottages on the land.

Trans Mountain Refuses To Make Spill
Response Plans Public
The Province of BC has filed a motion with the National Energy
Board requesting that Kinder Morgan provide more detailed
information about the spill response plans for the pipeline:
• The risk posed by the Project and how Trans Mountain
proposes to mitigate such risk;
• The safety ‘track record’ and operating history of both Trans
Mountain and its parent company, Kinder Morgan;
• The strength of Trans Mountain’s current and proposed
spill response plans; and
• Trans Mountain’s ability to effectively respond to any landbased or marine spill related to the Project.’
Trans Mountain’s response has been to claim that this
information is confidential, which would limit access to the
information to intervenors selected by Trans Mountain, and
even then under strict non-disclosure rules.
‘World-leading’ marine and land oil spill systems are two of
the five requirements that must be satisfied for BC to support
any heavy oil pipeline.
‘Frankly, it’s surprising Kinder Morgan has decided to ignore
the Province on this. What is there to hide?’, BC Green Party
Leader Adam Olsen asks, ‘Certainly there are confidentiality
issues, but as the government argues, there are plenty of ways
to protect those aspects of the program. As far as security goes,
those can also be addressed. Trans Mountain’s arguments to
keep their spill response plans confidential are specious,’ Olsen
adds. 0

In Memoriam: Sybil Willson - 1921-2014
Sybil Willson née Conery, a Pender resident for most of her
life, died on June 25, 2014. She was most closely associated
with South Pender Island for more than 75 years, though she
and her family also had strong ties to North Pender and Salt
Spring islands.

Sybil at her original South Pender logcabin, ‘Little Splash’
in 1959, her parents family home on the distant point..

The Conery family’s life on the Gulf Islands began around
1890 when Sybil’s grandfather, Socrates Tobias Conery of
Vermont, his wife, Sybil Ellen, and their three children settled
on Salt Spring Island. Their 460-acre property in the Divide
area included ‘Conery’s Lake’, now called Blackburn Lake.
In 1892 Sybil’s father, Claude Clarence, was born. The
Conery family thrived on their dairy-farm/orchard, and the
first ‘Ganges School’ opened in 1896 on donated Conery land.
Several tragedies then befell the family, causing Claude and his
older brother, ‘Bud’, to move with their father to Virginia in
1907. Their sister, Florence, remained on Salt Spring.
Claude and Bud Conery returned in 1915 to Victoria to enlist
with the 67th Battalion: the ‘Western Scots’. (The Conery
brothers’ WWI service is memorialized on Salt Spring.) After
being gassed at the Somme, Claude convalesced in a British
hospital, where he met his wife-to-be, Leah, a volunteer-nurse
from Belfast.
Claude and Leah Conery lived in Victoria when Sybil, their
first child, was born on May 8, 1921. At age one, Sybil arrived
on North Pender Island to a small cottage newly built by
Claude at Roesland Resort. Claude worked as a logger on
Pender and other Southern Gulf Islands, travelling by boat,
while the family grew to include Claudia and Frederick. The
Conerys later lived on a ‘soldier-settlement’ property near
Clam Bay in the 1920s.
Sadly, Claudia died of a sudden illness at age 7, and the
family moved to South Pender Island in 1930. For about 15
years, Claude was caretaker of the large Richardson property
above Bedwell Harbour, including Greenburn Lake and the
hay meadow nearby. In 1937 Claude helped select the site of
the Anglican Church of the Good Shepherd on land donated
by the Richardson sisters.
Sybil and little brother Freddie roamed South Pender freely
as schoolchildren. They had many friends, and pets like ‘Percy’
the canary and ‘Mona’ the lamb. One of the Conery kids’
favourite pastimes was greeting the boats that arrived at the
Bedwell dock.
From 1942 to 1946, Sybil Conery served in the RCAFWomen’s Division. Fred, age 18, enlisted in the Army; but a
terrible blow struck the family when 20-year-old Trooper
Frederick Conery was killed-in-action on August 14, 1944, in
Normandy. After this great loss and the end of WWII, Sybil
served in London, helping war-brides come to Canada.
Meanwhile on South Pender, Claude Conery was
postmaster from 1943-47. Claude also acted for a time as
school trustee—like his father on Salt Spring. Typically goodhumoured, Claude spoke of how he became trustee while he
was off searching for a wandering cow, and returning to find
‘they’d put me in!’
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In the late 1940s, Claude and Leah purchased a large
property on Plumper Sound. They built a cottage and planted
an orchard, which later came to ne known as ‘Faraway Bay’.
Sybil then established a Vancouver-based career that would
include—from 1954-68—working for Christ Church Cathedral,
the Save the Children Fund, and Oxfam Canada.
Sybil excelled as a fundraiser, public speaker, mediainterviewee, and fact-finding traveller to many areas-in-crisis:
the Hungarian border, Gaza, East Africa, Peru, etc. Every
chance she got, Sybil returned to South Pender, to visit her
parents and to enjoy her own beloved place, ‘Little Splash’.
Over the years she brought many friends to visit, including
Christine Dove, an English colleague from Save the Children
Fund.
Christine (Partington, now) writes: ‘I’ll never forget my first
sight of Sybil Conery stepping down from her flight to Uganda
in July 1959, when she was in her role as Save the Children
Fund organizer for BC. She came to see what I, as SCF
organizer in Uganda, was up to. She had lovely red hair and
dazzling blue eyes—an absolute ‘doll’! I was new in my job, and
her wisdom and experience were enormously helpful to me.
‘A few years later during my visit to BC, I stayed overnight
on South Pender, where a potluck supper was held for me at
Herb and Win Spalding's place, ‘Little Bay’. The islanders (all
of them, I think!) were sponsoring a family in Uganda through
our SCF programme, and I presented a slide-show of our
work, including pictures of ‘their family’.’
Christine concludes: ‘Remembering Sybil now, the most
precious thing was the friendship we formed then that lasted
us for the rest of our lives. She had a great gift for friendship.’
In May 1969, Sybil Conery married retired Naval

South Pender luminaries
Commander Bill Willson at the Church of the Good
Shepherd—the South Pender event of the year! The Willsons
settled at ‘Little Splash’ and raised two teenagers: Bill’s son Jim
and, later, his nephew (me). Several rooms were added to the
log cabin; Sybil enlarged the garden; and the home became a
lived-in place of ever greater beauty as it filled with dozens of
paintings and sculptures.
When Bill’s career at BC Ferries took them to home ports
as far north as Powell River and Departure Bay, Sybil adeptly
managed two homes. A charming, rented Salt Spring cottage,
mere yards from Cusheon Lake, was Sybil’s favourite on-shift
place; that was during the years Bill captained Bowen Queen
on the Fulford Harbour-Swartz Bay run. But part of Sybil’s
heart was always at ‘Little Splash’ on South Pender.
Sybil was truly a loving and adventurous woman. One
Friday afternoon early in 1973, I was surprised to see her
waiting—alone—at the Hope Bay dock as I arrived on the
school water-taxi from Salt Spring. Miraculously, Sybil had
obtained her driver’s license without me knowing, and she was
now eager to drive me home to ‘Little Splash’ in the little red
Austin. Never was there a happier 9-mile drive than that!
Sybil’s driving initiative served her well also in caring for
her mother, Leah, and her father, Claude. After Leah died in
1974, Sybil took Claude on holiday to Virginia, where he had
spent years in his youth. Sybil overcame her trepidation about
city—and highway—driving, thus treating her dad to a great
adventure in his 83rd year. Then, she spent seven more years
caring for Claude while he lived on North Pender and on Salt
Spring (where he died in 1982).
Starting in 1984, Bill and Sybil celebrated their ‘retirement’
of 22 years on South Pender with numerous visitors,
social/cultural engagements, and travels. Sybil also
volunteered with several Pender groups. The Willsons moved
to Victoria in 2006, and were visited often by friends and
family, especially at their art-filled Dallas Road apartment.
With Bill at her side, Sybil died in Victoria at age 93. The
last of the Pender Conerys, her family name will be
remembered especially on South Pender Island, where her
brother Fred’s great sacrifice is commemorated in the Church
of the Good Shepherd, and the sign ‘Conery Crescent’ marks
the road leading to ‘Faraway Bay.’ The one-time Conery family
home is still graced by the apple trees Claude loved to plant.
All who loved Sybil—so many still on the Pender islands—will
dearly miss her beauty, elegance, warmth and love.
—Frank Trice, Sybil’s nephew-in-law
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Could BC become a 100% renewable energy region?

Electricity—the Easy Part
In British Columbia, we use fossil fuels for
three main purposes—electricity, heat and
transportation. We are fortunate when it
comes to electricity, for our power supply is
already 95% renewable, thanks (for better or
worse) to BC’s big dams, coupled with run-ofriver and wind power. The solar revolution will
soon reach BC, and several regions of the
province are blessed with great wind, so there
will be no problem filling the gap, even when
demand increases to cater for a growing
population driving electric vehicles.
The Burrard Thermal Generating Station in
Vancouver, which burns gas, is scheduled for
closure, and BC Hydro’s two other smaller gasfired generators at Prince Rupert and Fort
Nelson could be phased out. There is also a 275
MW gas-fired generation plant in Campbell
River, owned by Capital Power, which could be
closed when its contract with BC Hydro ends
in 2022.
We waste a lot of electricity, too, which
means we could save it if we wanted to: the
average home in BC uses 11,000 kilowatt hours
a year, which is more than twice the average in
Britain (4,600 kwh) and three times the
German average (3,500 kwh).

Heat for Buildings—the
Complicated Part
The next challenge is to substitute renewable
energy for the oil and gas we use to heat our
homes, and to provide process heat for
industry.
A passive home that needs 90% less energy
for heat can be built for the same effective price
as a conventional home. This means that it is
possible to set the bar high for all new
buildings, with a building code requirement
that they be zero carbon, as Britain requires by
2020. Over time, this will become the norm for
all buildings.
The tougher question is how to retrofit the
two million or so existing buildings. Every
house that uses an oil or gas furnace can switch
to a solar heatpump, combined with greatly
increased insulation to keep the heat in. A solar
heatpump is more commonly known as an airsource heat pump, but since it’s the sun that
provides the heat, why not call it what it is?
A heatpump can also extract heat from the
sea, which is how Mill Bay’s Brentwood College
is heated. It can also extract heat from sewage,
this is how Olympic Village is heated in
Vancouver; and from the ground beneath a
building or parking lot, which is quite
commonly used. The use of heatpumps will
increase electrical demand, but meeting the
increased demand will not be one of our
problems on the road to becoming an 100%
renewable energy region.

How Could We Achieve It?
Technical possibility is one thing: but how to
turn it into reality? People are notoriously
reluctant to turn their lives upside down for a
home retrofit unless there is an important
driver, such as a failed system. An increase in
BC’s $30-a-tonne carbon tax would persuade
some people to make the change Or, like San
Francisco, we could required an owner to bring
a house up to the new energy code when they
sell it. San Francisco has had this in place for

over 30 years without any great social revolt.
Requiring a building to be upgraded to
zero-carbon heat as a condition of sale would
make the retrofit affordable for the seller, who
would roll the cost into the sale price; it would
also make it affordable for the buyer, who
would offset the increased price with lower
energy bills. It would spread the load for the
building industry, enabling them to train new
staff knowing they had years of work ahead of
them; and it would reach the bulk of BC homes,
since the average Canadian family moves
house five times during their lifetime, or once
every ten years.

District Heat Using
Renewable Energy
Replacing oil and gas in commercial buildings,
apartment buildings, and condos presents a
higher order of challenge. One approach is
district heat piped-in from a central
installation, sourced from industrial waste
heat, water or ground-source heatpumps,
biogas from composting, or the incineration of
biomass. There are plenty of examples in
Scandinavia, where they like to incinerate their
garbage. In Sweden, however, recycling has
become so effective that only 4% of the garbage
stream is left for incineration, and they have
had to start importing Norway’s garbage to
keep the plants going.
This type of building also rarely changes
hands, so requiring an upgrade linked to
change of ownership won’t work; instead, we
require that commercial and multi-unit
residential building owners commission an
audit every ten years to address building
energy efficiency, and receive grants, loans and
tax incentives for an upgrade.

Year-Round Solar Heating Is This The Future?
Looking ahead, seasonal solar heat storage is
perhaps the most exciting prospect on the
horizon. At Drake Landing, part of a
subdivision in Okotoks, south of Calgary, 52
homes built to the R-2000 standard collect
more solar heat than they need during the
summer. The heat is pumped into an insulated
underground storage system with 144
boreholes and brought back in winter,
providing 90% of the heating needs. The same
is happening in Denmark, Germany,
Switzerland and Austria, sometimes for a
whole community or a hospital using a district
heat system, sometimes for a single building.
The European Solar Thermal Industry
Federation has a goal that by 2030, 50% of all
new buildings will use seasonal solar heat
storage, and 50% of retrofits will do the same.
What’s driving Europe’s progress? In
March 2007 a binding target was adopted by
the 27 EU countries requiring that 20% of their
final energy consumption should come from
renewable energy by 2020. We need to do the
same. British Columbia has an overall goal to
reduce GHGs by 33% by 2020, but we have no
sectoral goals.
To achieve the same kind of technology
progress as Europe, we might adopt a goal that
every regional district should meet 20% of its
building heat needs from renewable energy by
2020, excluding baseboard heaters, rising to
40% by 2025 and 100% by 2030.

cement requires even more intense heat, in
excess of 1450°C, which is currently produced
by burning oil, gas, coal and coke. In Brazil and
the EU there is some use of biomass instead;
Germany and Poland are burning organic
municipal wastes.

Is It Possible in BC?
How much heat of this kind might be available
in BC? The answer, as far as I know, is that noone has done the research to see if we could
match BC’s industrial heat needs to our
renewable heat resources, factoring in the
distances involved in trucking biomass from a
forest to an industrial plant. At the supersustainable Dockside Green neighbourhood
development in downtown Victoria, where the
Nexterra district heat-plant was planned to
operate on biomass, the rule of thumb was 100
kilometres trucking distance. The limit would
change if or when trucking develops longdistance electric drive, but that’s not even on
the horizon yet.
As for what’s on the horizon, researchers at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

<

Would it Destroy Jobs and
the Economy?
Most of the transition described above would
create new jobs, and since the renewable
energy would be generated in BC, the money
spent would remain within the provincial
economy, creating demand as it circulates.
The main situation where the transition
could create stress is if an imposed
requirement created higher costs, causing a
business to lose orders, a situation that could
be addressed with price and tax incentives.
Where there’s a will, there’s a zero-carbon
way. 0
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Heat for Industry—the Even
More Complicated Part
So what about the high-temperature heat that
industry needs, currently provided by burning
gas? This brings us to the highest level of
challenge. In May 2014, the Carbon Trust
produced a useful summary of industrial
renewable heat progress. Globally, renewables
supply 9.5% of the world’s industrial heat, the
rest being provided by coal (45%), natural gas
(23%) and oil (16%).
BC’s pulp and paper sector already uses
biomass from its own wastes to create heat,
burning black liquor (a waste from converting
pulpwood into paper) and wood wastes.
For the very intensive heat up to 800°C
that’s needed to make steel and iron, countries
are embracing a variety of means, ranging from
burning charcoal and biomass in Brazil to
burning bio-liquids in Germany and using
concentrated solar energy in Italy. Making

have developed a way to make steam from
direct solar energy using a cheap sponge-like
surface made from foam with a graphite
surface that sits on top of water. The sponge
draws the water up and the graphite collects
concentrated sunlight, and when they meet
they generate steam. It’s obviously not a yearround system, but it shows that there is
innovation going on, deep in the research labs
where brilliant minds get to play.
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hey’re doing it in Germany: 140 regions
of the country have set a goal to become
100% renewable energy regions,
covering 30% of Germany’s land and 26% of
her people. Could British Columbia do the
same? Climate emergency warnings are dire,
and the need is great.
When viewed historically, it is clear that the
age of fossil fuel energy represents only the
tiniest blip of time. Deep down, we know we
need to stop using it.
Here in BC, 80% of our greenhouse gas
emissions—a direct cause of climate change—
come from burning fossil fuels, so it’s clear that
a transition is needed.
Let’s embark on an exercise to see what this
might involve. Would the transition away from
fossil fuels fatally weaken BC’s economy, as
some fear? Worse yet, would it drag us back to
the dark ages? These are important questions
to address.

- Guy Dauncey
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Every day a few more cheques and ‘plastic’ voluntary
subscriptions and donations come in to Island Tides. Every day
I feel delight that more readers have joined the increasing
number of people who acknowledge that Island Tides is worth
paying for. The nice thing about phone calls with credit cards,
besides being able to say ‘thank you’, is that I get a chance to
talk to the reader about what they like best in Island Tides.
Great feedback! A surprising range of things come up as
favourites. Everybody says that Island Tides is unique in helping
them make sense of the world.
Most mention Patrick Brown’s articles. When I pass this on
to Patrick, he is in ‘full chortle’—our expression for being
beamingly happy (another lovely English expression is ‘being
chuffed’). I’m happy too, since we are a team in making the
deeper news accessible (as the editor, I’m the invisible one). He
is a determined digger into the facts and his extraordinary
breadth of knowledge and experience gives him an ability to see
what’s behind the surface news. Once I have identified ‘the
hook’, I ruthlessly shape facts into stories to make them
assimilable. This intense work, of ours (and other contributors,
bless them) is done as a labour of love and dedication. It’s well
worth the $30 annual voluntary subscription we ask for.
As an example, we have decided to bring our archives to you
in mini form. On page 9, you will find the headlines and
synopses of articles from just one of our online archives,
‘Gas+Coal’. These are just some of the articles on the topic
published by Island Tides in the last twelve years, since we put
up our second-generation website in 2002.
Most of our regular voluntary subcribers have now sent in
their $30, sometimes with a bit extra, thank you. A good
number have also sent in donations to kick-start this drive into
becoming our unique version of a ‘paid’ newspaper, again thank
you. Island Tides also has a number of new voluntary
subscribers. Once more, thank you!
We still need to treble those numbers to sustain our costs
year-over-year. So if you’ve ever thought about it, please do
become a voluntary subscriber.
Gradually, as more people join in, we will have enough
voluntary subscriptions to fund the newspapers costs. We will
then only need to create a Crowd Fund for any special project
we may work on.
It is a great vote of confidence and appreciation to send in a
voluntary subscription and it makes Island Tides even better.
Have you noticed the volume of news we are becoming able to
deliver? It’s a lot of work but we are willing to do it, if you are
willing to pay for your paper.
By the way, do you like our plan for the federal election,
Platform for Canada 2015? It is laid out above. We would like
your early feedback.
—Christa Grace-Warrick

W

ithin the next fifteen months, Canada will
experience a critical federal election. Years of abuse
of our parliamentary democracy have brought the
nation to the point where the most crucial issues facing
Canadian voters concern how we elect our Members of
Parliament and how Parliament (specifically, the House of
Commons) governs Canada.
Right now, individuals are thinking about running for
Parliament, and political parties are considering who they
might nominate.
Island Tides proposes that all potential and nominated
candidates should be prepared to declare their support for five
elements of a ‘Platform for Canada 2015’:
1. No whipped votes. All Parliamentary votes (Commons
and Senate) to be free votes.
2. The Prime Minister reports to Parliament; he is first
among equals. His leadership may be reviewed, and he can be
removed, by secret ballot of his caucus.
3. The Prime Minister’s supporting staff is in the Privy
Council Office (PCO). Staff of the PCO are civil servants and
cannot do work of a partisan nature.

4. Nominations for election of MPs in the 2019 election must
bear the names of 100 registered voters from the Electoral
District (no change from present legislation). Nominees need
not have the support of a political party, nor the signature of a
party leader.
5. Develop a Proportional Voting system to replace our
current First Past The Post system for the 2019 election.
The five declarations above have the advantage and
simplicity that they can be implemented by Parliament itself
without any Constitutional changes. They are motherhood
issues.
‘Platform For Canada 2015’ can be adopted by any and every
candidate, whether independent or supported by an existing
political party. Supporting ‘Platform for Canada 2015’ is a
simple declaration; candidates do not have to sign any
document.
Who will be the first to Declare for Platform for Canada
2015? Every candidate across Canada should be asked.
Good idea? Let us know what you think about Platform for
Canada 2015. 0

Readers’ Letters
Feed In Opportunity
Dear Editor:
I was excited to read about the initiative GabEnergy has taken
to up community solar and believe this to be a great model to
harness the economies of scale in purchasing, building and
operating of the systems.
Your article did not mention a technology recently
introduced by BCHydro that makes this and other small-scale
solar installations economically viable and more
environmentally sustainable: Smart Meters (see article page 11).
Smart Meters play two key roles in making small, grid-tied solar
installations cost-competitive and more environmentally
friendly. Firstly, they allow producers to sell excess electricity
back to BCHydro. The current rate is $0.09/kwh—small
compared to places like Ontario where the feed-in tariff is
$0.40/kwh, but significant none the less for producers who
don’t always have demand for the electricity they produce.
Secondly, by allowing producers to connect to the grid,
Smart Meters negate the need for large battery banks to ‘firmup’ the power from the solar panels to ensure that users have
electricity when they need it, not just when the sun is shining.
By tying the photovoltaic system to a larger grid with a Smart
Meter, small-scale producers simply use the grid as the ‘battery’,
drawing extra power from the grid when they need it (and at a
lower rate of $0.06/kwh) and selling excess power to the grid
when they have it.
This eliminates the cost of batteries, often as much or more
as the panels themselves, and the production of the associated
lead, acid, and various other rare metals and chemicals used in
most batteries. It’s win-win.
Congratulations GabEnergy on building a successful model
for other Gulf Islands to follow.
Hugh Patterson, Pender Island

Kudos for Articles
Dear Editor:
Kudos to Reina LeBaron, who, last issue (The Human Diet:
Healthy? Ethical?) accepted our place as carnivores as ethical.
Grass-grazing herbivores that we eat sequester carbon in the
soil and build it (see Joel Salatin on Youtube).
Tilling soil to grow crops erodes and degrades it, releasing
carbon and often herbicides, pesticides and fertilizer run-off to
the environment. It kills soil organisms and fungi, which
harbour much of soil’s fertility and brings fresh weed seeds to
the surface where the light and air germinate them. Except for
the chemicals, ‘tilled organic’ is no better. Exposed soil is
decomposed soil.
Secondly, I am disgusted that Timberwest, which was given
much of Vancouver Island as ‘tree farms’ in exchange for jobs
it did not deliver, is now, with presumed government
complicity, selling devastated clear cuts as residential
development properties, and is being paid public money from
schools and hospitals on the pretext that they are doing some
service for the environment.
This is the most disturbing and egregious example of
corporate welfare that I have yet seen.
Jeff Hutjens, Skutz Falls

Call For A National Energy Strategy
The following letter was sent to Prime Minister Stephen
Harper.
Dear Prime Minister:
My name is Aaron Sam and I am the elected Chief of the Lower
Nicola Indian Band, part of the Nlaka’pamux Nation. We are
located outside of Merritt, BC in the heart of our traditional
territory in the southern interior of British Columbia. As you
may know, the Kinder Morgan pipeline currently runs through

our Lower Nicola Indian Band reserve. One of the decisions our
community has to make this next year is whether we will agree
to the expansion of the Kinder Morgan pipeline through our
Indian reserve and traditional territory.
I am addressing this open letter to you because many in our
community have serious reservations about the Kinder
Morgan’s Trans Mountain pipeline proposal. In this letter, I am
not addressing specific impacts or concerns on LNIB lands and
our traditional territory; I am addressing broader impacts that
affect Canadians and the natural environment.
Many of us at Lower Nicola Indian band are very much
concerned that your government hasn’t taken any real steps to
address climate change. For us to even consider approving the
expansion of the Kinder Morgan pipeline through our territory,
it is imperative that the Government of Canada take immediate,
real steps to attack climate change in a meaningful way.
In addition, we do not support the expansion of the Kinder
Morgan pipeline because your government has not done
enough to regulate the oil sands and extract resources in an
environmentally sustainable way. We believe that your
government should initiate a meaningful dialogue with the First
Nations and others who are affected by the extracting,
processing and transportation of bitumen from oil sands across
Alberta and British Columbia.
We also do not support the proposed project because of the
possibility of an oil spill in the Salish Sea. While we know the
likelihood of a bitumen spill could be relatively low, we believe
it is still a risk not worth taking.
Many Canadians, including Nlaka’pamux people, are
dependent on a healthy ocean and healthy salmon. If there ever
was a large oil spill in the Salish Sea, it could decimate our
salmon and our healthy ocean waters for generations. Although
our traditional territory is located in the interior of British
Columbia, our members and families still rely significantly on
wild salmon as their main food source. We see our interests
being compromised by such an oil spill. In addition, such
potential decimation of salmon population would have a
devastating cascading effect on most other living things in our
traditional territory.
If the Government of Canada doesn’t take serious steps to
address the above mentioned issues while engaging First
Nations in a meaningful way, we will find it very difficult, if not
impossible, to support the proposed pipeline expansion
through our traditional territory.
Since 2006, your government has revised and weakened
many environmental laws and policies dealing with pollution,
bio-diversity degradation, greenhouse effect of gas emissions
and climate change. You have also made significant budget cuts
at Environment Canada and other Federal government
departments, leading to criticism that undermines their ability
to enforce remaining and weaker environmental laws in any
credible way. The restrictions placed upon the ability of
government scientists to speak to the public and the media also
strengthens criticism that you are trying to limit the debate on
environmental issues. As you have seen in the Supreme Court
of Canada Tsilhqot’in decision, it is vital that First Nations are
sitting at the table when there is any dialogue about natural
resource development in this country. As you know, a genuine
process of consultation and accommodation must take place
before First Nations can consent to natural resource
development projects.
We believe that Canada needs to develop a National Energy
Strategy to move forward in a way that benefits everyone (not
just a few). In order to accomplish this, I suggest that the
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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Round The Islands
Walkalong
for Learning
Saturday, August 30, is Galiano Conservancy’s second annual
Walkalong for Learning fundraiser, with a goal of $40,000.
The organization’s Nature Education Programs give urban
children and youth the increasingly rare opportunity to foster
meaningful connections with nature and their peers through
hands-on outdoor experiences. Participants take back to their
communities a growing sense of connection to nature and
commitment to the stewardship of their environment .
Because several days spent in nature significantly deepens
participants’ experience, camping facilities at the Learning
Centre are necessary, as well as a building with cooking and
teaching facilities, and solar-powered water purification and
electrical system.
The 6.7 km walkalong will take walkers ‘coast to coast’ from
Georgia Strait across the island to Trincomali Channel, to the
Learning Centre land (an alternative route is available for those
wanting a shorter walk). As hikers walk the trail, various
musicians will be filling the forest air with exquisite sounds.
Afterwards, a celebration with musical performances will be
held at the Learning Centre. For details see ‘What’s On?’ page 7.

Compiled by
Natalie Dunsmuir & Christa Grace-Warrick
Heard near the water later that evening, s/he was not seen on
camera nor by ground observers for the next two days.
On Monday morning, August 11, Scootch was heard calling
and was confirmed to be on the very top of the cam tree. Scootch
was fed by Mom Hornby, and subsequently flew to the
‘Babysitting Tree’ near the nest tree, then later to the nest. Fans
of the Hornby Eagles were delighted and relieved to see Scootch
was home. Since then, Mom Hornby has been feeding Scootch
and the fledgling has made some flights from and back to the
nest without incident.
The Hornby Eagles are a long-mated pair who have been
observed by nest and web cams since 2004. They are believed
to be the same pair that first built in the nest tree in 1989 and
have fledged many eaglets.
Bald eagle parents typically will continue to care for fledged
eaglets for some time as they learn what they need to survive on
their own. During this period, Scootch will learn such things as
how to catch fish and defend her food.
Scootch will be honing her flying and landing skills and
exploring her environment until sometime later this month
when s/he will leave the island.
Watch Hornby eagles: www.hornbyeagles.com/webcam.

Salt Spring School Energy Project

A leading Canadian green energy retailer and capacity
developer, Bullfrog Power, is partnering withTransition Salt
Eaglet Fledges & Takes Off
Spring Community Energy Group to help fund the development
The Hornby Eagle Group Projects Society (HEGPS) reports that of a rooftop solar installation at Gulf Islands Secondary School
the newest member of the Hornby eagle family has fledged. (GISS).
‘Scootch’, who hatched on May 9 of this
When built, the installation will be the largest
year, is the first eaglet born in the Hornby
school-based solar photovoltaic array in British
nest since 2012.
Columbia. Transition Salt Spring is already twoThe eaglet fledged on Friday, August
thirds of the way towards its community
8, at 4:53pm, making a perfect lift-off,
fundraising goal of $60,000 and is actively seeking
landing on a branch in the tree on which
donations from Salt Spring and Gulf Islands
the HEGPS eagle-cam is mounted. The
residents, businesses and organizations.
Hornby Eagles Nest and Territory Cam
To encourage participation, Bullfrog Power is
provided viewers with a look at the
offering a challenge. Through its Bullfrog Builds
eaglet’s first flight, including a glimpse of
Renewable Accelerator program, Bullfrog Power is
wings as s/he approached the camcorder
committing up to $20,000 to match all new
tree.
donations until the Community Energy Group
Scootch perched on the branch for
reaches its fundraising goal.
about an hour, then misstepped and fell
A unique aspect of the project is that the dollar
into lower branches. Island observers
value of energy savings from the new 21 kilowatt
reported seeing Scootch take wing
(kW) solar array will be set aside by the Gulf Islands
sometime later, accompanied by two CAMCORDER CLOSE-UP School District to create a Solar Scholarship Fund.
adult eagles presumed to be the parents.
Each year, for the lifetime of the solar array,

LETTERS from previous page
Government of Canada spearheads a collaborative initiative
where First Nations, communities affected by energy
development, those concerned about the environment,
academics, energy industry, business leaders, and
representatives from the three levels of government engage in
the development of this strategy. In order to be effective, the
contribution of all involved must be recognized and valued.
A National Energy Strategy will help us find creative and
effective ways to have a more sustainable and diverse economy,
socially relevant for all Canadians today and in the future, and
mindful of the impact that the production, transportation and
consumption of energy (especially from fossil fuel sources) has
on the environment.
In spite of the reservations above mentioned, we are
prepared to meaningfully engage in a genuine national
conversation with other stakeholders in shaping Canada’s
National Energy Strategy. Accordingly, I hereby volunteer my
energy and commitment to work with you on such important
initiative. Please let me know how I can help.
Chief Aaron L Sam, Lower Nicola Indian Band

Seaweed Harvesting Angers Bowser
Dear Editor;
Being a coastal community, the residents of Bowser Deep Bay
continue our concerns regarding the removal of seaweed from

Agriculture. Why Ministry of Agriculture and not Departmnet
of Fisheries and Oceans is involved in this is a puzzle to all of
us. We are aware that DFO is in control of actual live seaweed
harvesting in the Juan de Fuca area, so why not in Bowser?
At a recent citizens meeting/potluck at the Marine Center
in Deep Bay the subject was hashed out and discussed endlessly
andanger was expressed at the fact that we have been
railroaded by the government.
There was no consultation with our community at all. All of
a sudden one day there are tanks driving down our beaches and
men removing the seaweed in front of waterfront homes. There
have been ‘No Vehicles Allowed On The Beach’ signs in place
as commonlaw here for many, many years. What right does
the Minister in Victoria have to allow this to happen? Why is
the federal department of fisheries not concerned about the
removal of the basic food chain from our beaches? Many
questions came up at our meeting.
We are left with legal action to get an injunction in place to
prevent the operation from taking place this year, or short of
that, we could block access with cars, buses, and trucks where
the tanks-track vehicles enter our beaches.
It is indeed time that citizens take care of the planet since it
is apparent that the governments will not.
Len Walker, Deep Bay

Smart Meter Not Wanted

Seaweed is for birds
Photo: Andy Sinats
our beaches via commercial licensing by the Ministry of

Dear Editor:
A nice young man from Corix just arrived at my home to tell
me he was here to switch my analog hydro meter. I told him
‘no, that’s fine, my meter works fine.’
According to him, BCHydro will not only be paying for his
time not to have to do anything, but I will personally be charged
a $65 fee for not allowing him to do anything. Wow! Wouldn’t
I love the job of being paid to do nothing and my company
being paid because they didn’t do anything?
Oh, they have attempted to do something: force me to live
in a radioactive environment where I have lost my privacy. They
have bullied and hassled me continuously for months and
made my bills totally incomprehensible. I guess that is worth
something. Almost forgot: they also attempted to put my home
at risk of fire.
Just one thing—what happened to my freedom of choice? I
need our BCHydro energy, so the company which was once our
company now has the legally sanctioned power to take my
money either for nothing, or for threatening my health, safety
and freedom.
Pat White, Chase 0

students at GISS who are interested in renewable energy,
renewable energy trades certifications, and similar studies, will
be eligible for the solar scholarships.
The final project will also include electric vehicle charging
and the development of renewable energy education curricula
for all students in the district. As well, the community-at-large
will be able to follow the energy output from the solar panels in
real-time via the web.
‘The Bullfrog Builds program helps develop new renewable
energy projects across Canada and builds awareness of the
importance of taking action on climate change,’ said Bullfrog
Power’s Ron Seftel. ‘This new solar array, by both generating
clean power and funding a Solar Scholarship, is a model project
for us, demonstrating that green energy projects can make real
and ongoing contributions to their communities.’
For more information on the project and how you can be a
part, visit www.saltspringcommunityenergy.com. Donations
can be made through the website or by cheque and are eligible
for charitable tax receipts.

Fire Training Centre Phase 2-Fundraising
For A Facility To Be Proud Of
Pender Island’s Fire/Rescue got a big boost to its straining
facility fundraising drive in July thanks to a $25,000 grant from
the Robert L Conconi Foundation. In addition to the grant, the
foundation also offered an additional boost, by matching
community donations, dollar-for-dollar, to a maximum of
$75,000, with a September 30 deadline.
The dynamic volunteer fire department swung into action
with summer fundraisers: two car washes, a fundraiser event at
Sea Star Winery, and a booth at the Saturday Farmers Market.
Pender’s Nu-To-You thrift store donated $25,000, bringing the
‘every dollar doubles’ total raised to $62,000. This leaves a
target of another $12,000 of matchable funds to be raised in the
next month.
When completed, the fire training facility will provide
realistic and complex training for multi-level live fires (including
below-grade fire attacks) and equipment to train for confined
space rescue, self-extrication, and forced entries. The exterior
of the structure will improve training for roof ventilation
techniques as well as ladder and rope-rescue skills. It will save
costs in sending firefighters to Vancouver Island or Mainland
facilities for training.
The training facility will be available to Pender Fire/Rescue’s
mutual aid partners at Galiano, Mayne, Saturna and Salt Spring
fire departments on a cost recovery basis.
Phase 2, the goal currently being met, is the site
infrastructure phase. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267
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Gulf Islands Town Hall Meetings
with your MP Elizabeth May
Sidney – Tuesday, September 2nd, 7-8:30pm
Mary Winspear Centre, Bodine Family Hall, 2243 Beacon Ave

Salt Spring Island – Wednesday, September 3rd, 6-7:15pm
Fulford Hall, 2591 Fulford-Ganges Road

Mayne Island – Thursday, September 4th, 6:30-8pm
Mayne Island Community Hall, 493 Felix Jack Road

Pender Island – Friday, September 5th, 6:30-8pm
Pender Island Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road

Saanich – Sunday, September 7th, 3-4:30pm
Cedar Hill Recreation Centre, 3220 Cedar Hill Road

Galiano Island – Monday, September 8th, 6-7:30pm
Galiano Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road

Saanich - Wednesday, September 10th, 7-8:30pm
Gordon Head United Church, 4201 Tyndall Ave

Saanichton - Thursday, September 11th, 7-8:30pm
Saanich Fairground - Poplar Room, 1528 Stelly’s Cross Road

Saturna Island - Friday, September 12th, 7-8:30pm
Saturna Island Community Hall, 109 East Point Road
If you need personal assistance with a federal program, please
call to make an appointment with Elizabeth.

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands
9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 | 1-800-667-9188 | elizabethmaymp.ca

Conscientious, caring, non-partisan constituency office service

www.islandtides.com
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TALISMAN
BOOKS &GALLERY
Art Show Opening
Saturday, August 16, 2pm
‘Harvest Light‘
Megan Dulcie Dill & Wendy Hacking
Runs until September 15

250-629-6944
Driftwood Ctr, Pender Island

ISLAND WATER TAXI
Connecting Sidney &
Southern Gulf Islands
BE SCHEDULE-FREE
BOOK YOUR GROUP TRIP
www.islandwatertaxi.ca

250-656-4826

Saturna Notes
Priscilla Ewbank

The blackberries are coming on. The impromptu
pickers are all around: in flipflops and short shorts,
Starbucks coffeecups as containers. Also present is
the organized, determined picker armed with a
bucket, rake, loppers, determination, a short ladder
and dressed in something like a French foreign
legion outfit. Mmm, those wonderful smelling
berries, the scent of a Gulf Islands summer!
In this sunny weather, with an extended buggy
season, swallows and other birds seemed to have
successfully raised two broods. Those tiny crickets
we found in the spring grass are now chirping in the
late afternoon.
Though evenings are no longer everlasting as in
late spring, the stone patio with its stored summer
heat is wonderful to sit on as we wait for dusk and
the bats and nighthawks to make their appearance.
Regularly, about eight nighthawks (federally listed
as a species of concern) entertain us. From the
shaded evening of our house, we watch them wayup in the still, sunlit, blue yonder.
This year has been full of notable wild creature
spottings. Saturna is a very learned natural history
community. People will come up and ask you to tell
them what they saw. Some are earnest—and way off
the mark! I query them, ‘You saw 20?’ I am working
hard to keep the exclamation point out of my voice.
Yup, 20 bandtailed pigeons and, in this case, there
really were!
Further to that surprising sighting, a blue grouse
with four big offspring on Narvaez Bay Road, an
alligator lizard in an outdoor sink on Cliffside Road,
and an elephant seal hanging around East Point
(Rick Jones). A video of a sea otter at East Point (Jim
Hope) confirmed that this was not one of the yellowtagged ones introduced by Vancouver Aquarium.
Nearly every day, the orca pods (our species at
risk) have gone by. I asked an East Point citizen if
they were getting a little bored with all the whale
traffic—not a chance!

GICEL
Saturna has had lots of extra youngsters around.
Nineteen are enrolled in a week-long Gulf Islands
Centre for Ecological Learning course along with two
junior counsellors.
An astute grandmother chooses this week to have
the grandkids enroll and stay, because they are busy
from 10am–4pm, engaged and learning with great
people. As well as being loved and a part of our
extended family, engaging stories and activities
within the natural world sustain them. Outside and
outdoors seem to be the natural amphitheatre for
finding strong connections.

Whale Research
We have a graduate student working on her masters
thesis, Kristen Kanes and her research assistant, Lily
Campbell, a fourth year Marine biology student at
UVic, working at East Point. Fortunately for the two
of them, this is a bonus year for whale action—last
summer there was hardly any. Since July 14, Kristen

An Apple A Day
Join Our Team

Community Health Workers
Casual Community Health Workers
needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.
Required Qualifications:
t)FBMUI$BSF"JEF3FTJEFOU$BSF"JEF
Certificate; or 1 year nursing education.
t3FHJTUSBUJPOXJUI#$$BSF"JEF3FHJTUSZ
XXXDBDIXSCDDB
t$SJNJOBMSFDPSEDIFDLDPOEVDUFEEVSJOH
hiring process.
t%SJWFST-JDFOTFBOESFMJBCMFDBSSFRVJSFE
and compensated.
We are especially interested in evening
BOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ
Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in
lieu of benefits
Please submit your resume, with
your hours of work availability to
hr@beaconcs.ca or:
Fax: 250-361-8720; Mail:
#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
2723 Quadra Street
7JDUPSJB #$75&

www.beaconcs.ca

Sweet and juicy, rich in phytonutrients and culturally
informed beliefs; symbol of health and knowledge,
good and evil, the apple is a food dripping with
metaphors. In previous columns I have commented
about the exponential growth and marketing of
phytonutrients and supplements and I might be
forgiven for promoting local real food, fresh as it
comes from the garden and market.
Last winter, a battle royal arose between a
number of medical university institutions and the
food processing industry. In the December 2013
edition of the ‘Annals of Internal Medicine’,
researchers from the University of Warwick, Johns
Hopkins University and the American College of
Physicians, contended that:
‘Evidence involving tens of thousands of people
randomly assigned in many clinical trials shows that
beta carotene, vitamin E, and possibly high doses of
vitamin A supplements are harmful.’ They go on to
say,’Other antioxidants, folic acid and B vitamins,
and multivitamin and mineral supplements are
ineffective for preventing mortality or morbidity due
to major chronic diseases. Although available
evidence does not rule out small benefits or harms
or large benefits or harms in a small sub-group of the
population, we believe that the case is closed—
supplementing the diets of well nourished adults
with (most) mineral or vitamin supplements has no
clear benefit and might even be harmful. These
vitamins should not be used for chronic disease

Photo:Jesse Guy

Gone fishing. Snake catches a fish amongst the seaweed at East Point.
and Lily have recorded 21 sightings of the Southern
Resident orcas and about 10 sightings of Biggs
(transient) whales.
Kristen is visually and acoustically tracking
individual orcas to find out if they have identifiable
unique voices. She is recording the orcas as they
swim through Boundary Pass (area from Turn Point
to Boiling Reef) using photography, underwater
sounds and a theodolite to pinpoint their location.
She is getting experienced enough to offer reliable
identification and best guesses about what our local
whale relations are doing this summer, both
southern resident and transients.
Kristen is also working with DFO’S Paul Cottrell
to determine whether new laws about commercial
ship efficiency have made ships quieter. Greatly
aiding these two researchers in their efforts are three
hydrophones, now installed in a triangle around
eastern Saturna.
Saturna Islanders are the first to know all sorts of
information above the ocean and, now, below. This
is also a bumper year for seal pups. Kristen videoed
the birthing of baby seal ‘Rolly Polly’; the clip was
aired on CBC’s The National. View it and view a
follow-up at: saturnamarineresearch.ca.

East Point Presentation
On a glorious sunny Saturday afternoon at East
Point, informing talks were given by Kristen,
harbour porpoise researcher Aileen Jeffries, and
Paul Cottrel, marine mammal coordinator for
Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
Saturna Island Research and Education Society
compeleted the afternoon by honouring two
donations to buy two high-quality hydrophones for
underwater data gathering; from Susie Washington
Smyth in memory of her husband Ian Smyth, and,
on behalf of ‘Smiling’ Jack Gallagher, from his son

- Brian Crumblehulme
prevention. Enough is enough.’
Let’s be clear about what this said:
antioxidants, vitamin and mineral supplements will
not cure chronic diseases, are a waste of money and
possibly dangerous!
The response was immediate. The UK Health
Food Manufacturers Association said in part, ‘We
have never suggested our products are medicines,
which treat, cure or prevent disease...’ What the
manufacturers do say is that, ‘These [supplements]
are food products’ necessary for those people in the
UK and USA living on an inadequate diet.’
In discussion with a health food store owner, I
challenged his business. He agreed with the findings
and said that in reality a large part of his business
related to food supplements for people who did not
eat fresh produce. Why, we might ask?
Yet another study, this time from the University
of Chicago, states that ‘96% of ads for children aged
from two to eleven years of age seen on children’s
programming were for products high in...saturated
fat, trans fat, sugar, and sodium.’ William H Dietz,
MD, PhD, former director of the Centre for Disease
Control, responded simply, ‘The food and beverage
industry has vigorously resisted efforts to change its
products and practices.’ This is not a developing
world scenario but an indictment of a first world
lifestyle that is demonstrably sick!
Coincidently: the 2013 December edition of the
British Medical Journal also published a new study

Tom.
Susie related Ian’s great love of East Point and
Tumbo Island and love of the application of true
science. Tom Gallagher wrote, ‘As in launching any
new craft on the water of the Salish Sea, this
dedication is to enhance the knowledge of the beauty
and fragility of its new home. It is hoped that the
students and scientists using this hydrophone will
help to teach us all a new ‘sonic language’ of the
marine world near Saturna.’ (DFO owns the third
hydrophone installed recently, see above).
Besides their use in learning the individual voice
signatures of J, K and L-Pods, a second use for the
hydrophones could be collecting information on the
volume and frequency of tanker and other marine
traffic to evaluate the quality of the environment for
orcas, a species at risk.

Sandstone Shoreline Hike
Parks and Recreation, with the assistance of Jane
Dixon Warren, provided a marvelous Sunday outing
called Shoreline Hike. Jane had chosen a very low
tide so the tidepools and sandstone was most
exposed.
Her son-in-law Patrick Johnstone is a geologist
who did his thesis work around these Islands. He led
45 islanders on a walk around the long, exquisite
sandstone shelf at East Point, pointing out what the
various rock formations had to say about their
history and creation. Patrick is an engaging and
lively speaker. He loves word-painting how sea
canyons slide away and glaciers suck up water, and
then retreat leaving granite erratic boulders hitherand-yon.
East Point is so familiar to us Islanders and it was
wonderful to understand the fingernail rate of
change as tectonic plates slide under each other and
seas rise and fall. 0
The Old Norse goddess, Iduna, guarded the apples
that brought eternal youth to whoever ate them.
by the British Heart Foundation Health Promotion
Research Group at Oxford University posing the
question: would people over 50-years-of-age who
are eligible for prescription medicines for statins, be
better off if they ate an apple a day? (Statins are the
world’s best selling pharmaceuticals in history and
are derived from fungi including the oyster
mushroom. They are used to lower cholesterol.) The
result directly substantiates the discussion above:
people with chronic heart conditions benefit by
taking appropriate medication.
The same number of people would benefit
equally by simply taking an apple a day. However,
the report goes on to suggest that other chronic
diseases such as myopathy and diabetes might also
be prevented on an apple diet. The team leader Dr.
Briggs concluded, ‘An apple a day keeps the doctor
away. [And] it just goes to show how effective small
changes in diet... can make a real difference in
preventing heart disease and stroke.’
There we have it: Processed foods and food
supplements and extracts can make you sick. If you
are sick, the correct pharmacological intervention
can have amazing results. Better still, don’t get sick,
eat fresh produce.
I now have yet another reason—if ever I needed
one—to talk to my apple trees, sharpen my spade
and prepare the carrot bed. 0
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Dumbing down of diplomacy
Elizabeth May

O

ne can be forgiven for dismissing the
appointment of Canada’s new
ambassador to the Vatican as a matter
of no consequence. But this posting in the midst
of a hot summer of global conflict may have been
the last straw for the Professional Association of
Foreign Service Officers (PAFSO). The
organization, representing more than 1,500
current and retired diplomats, issued a
statement denouncing a decision which went
outside the ranks of the professional foreign
service to find Canada’s representative to the
Holy See. More significantly, it identified this as
part of a pattern in recent postings.
Dennis Savoie is described as a prominent
member of the Knights of Columbus, a devout
Roman Catholic and an anti-abortion activist.
His career background was as an executive of
New Brunswick Power and executive director of
the New Brunswick Society of Nursing Homes.
According to the Ottawa Citizen(August 6, 2014,
‘Diplomat union deplores ambassadorial
appointment trend’) ‘he once reportedly
compared abortion to the deaths in the 9/11
terrorism attacks.’
While saying that the organization will reserve
judgment on Mr Savoie’s suitability for the
posting, PAFSO president Tim Hodges said that
the organization ‘deplores the government’s
decision to, once again, nominate a non-diplomat
to one of Canada’s ambassadorial positions.’
Canada’s role in the world has been fortified
by our Trade Commissioner Service (established
in 1894) and the Foreign Service (established in
1926). Together they have facilitated the
implementation of domestic policies which
could only be achieved through global
engagement. Political appointments were not
unknown before Stephen Harper. Some
previous governments sold off residences and
embassies.
Nevertheless, Stephen Harper has shown
more disrespect for Canada’s foreign service
than any previous prime minister. Naming his
most combative front bench pit-bull, John
Baird, as Minister of Foreign Affairs, suggests a
certain non-diplomatic attitude to the role.
Since Stephen Harper became prime
minister, official residences of Canadian
diplomats around the world have been sold to
help get out of deficit, without any analysis of
what it will cost us long-term to lose the places
where Canada has historically garnered

information, built relationships and exercised
diplomacy.
We have also closed and sold off embassies.
The trend is particularly noticeable in Africa.
Since 2006, Canada has shut down our
diplomatic presence in Gabon, Niger, Malawi
and the Consulate General in Cape Town, South
Africa. Where we once had embassies covering
45% of African nations, we are now only present
in 37%. Brazil has more African embassies than
Canada.
It is a nightmare for my constituents. The
absence of a Canadian immigration office in
Nigeria pushes all files to the over-worked,
under-resourced embassy in Accra, Ghana.
(Any time we have requests that involve the
Accra embassy, my whole constituency staff
feels heartsick, knowing that office seems
incapable of not losing files—over and over
again.) The Canadian High Commission in
Nairobi, Kenya covers Burundi, Somalia,
Uganda, Rwanda and South Sudan, while in
Latin America, Canada’s Costa Rican embassy
covers Honduras and Nicaragua (although, we
have opened seven new offices in Mexico.)
Meanwhile, in some countries, we are essentially
couch-surfing, working out of UK embassies.
All of this is consistent with the trend towards
non-foreign service ambassadors. One of the
most shocking was the appointment in 2013 of
Harper’s bodyguard as Canada’s Ambassador to
Jordan. Bruno Saccomani, career RCMP officer,
had been the boss of the 117 officers in charge of
Stephen Harper and his family’s personal
security. Saccomani was controversial before the
appointment due to repeated reports of bullying
and sexism towards the officers who reported to
him.
Then there’s the January 2014 appointment
of Vivian Bercovici as Canada’s Ambassador to
Israel. Bercovici, formerly a Toronto lawyer and
sometime columnist, has no foreign service
background. Even the Times of Israel reported
that her tweets ‘could even be argued that they
cross over—or at least skirt—the line between
diplomacy and advocacy.’
Canada’s former ambassador to Israel,
Michael Bell, was less nuanced in his criticism:
‘Strong criticism of Hamas and Hezbollah is
warranted, given their penchant for murder,
destruction and intimidation. We should have
no truck with those within these organizations
who dedicate themselves to violence. But to

Program tackles invasive knotweed
Considered one of the
world’s worst invasive
plants, bamboo-like,
highly
aggressive
knotweeds are large,
hollow
stemmed
shrubs that form large
stands and destroy fish
and wildlife habitat.
Knotweed is now in
the coastal region. Knotweed roots can penetrate pavement and
damage infrastructure such as roads, foundations, walls,
drainage and septic systems. In Britain, knotweed grows
rampantly, causing severe financial implications, including
mortgage refusal on properties with knotweed. Knotweed
occurrences in the Capital Region are currently sporadic, and
with the help of the public, eradication may still be possible.
On August 11, The Capital Region Invasive Species
Partnership (CRISP) announced the launch of the 2014
regional knotweed control program to eradicate knotweed from
the Capital Region before it takes hold. The program has run
successfully for the past two summers and aims to treat all
knotweed reports in the region. A free service of professionally
conducted stem injection treatment is available from now until
early fall.
‘In neighbouring regions it is already too late’, warns Becky
Brown, Invasive Plant Specialist with the BC government,
‘These plants are capable of growing through four feet of
concrete and can reproduce from a fragment no larger than the
size of your small finger nail.’
If you suspect you have knotweed on your property, or if you
notice it in other locations (public or private), please report it
to the Coastal Invasive Species Committee: email
info@coastalisc.com or call 250-857-2472.
Do not dig or compost any portion of the plant, as even
fragments can re-grow. Cutting, mowing, and pulling stimulate
shoot growth and may cause roots to spread further, resulting
in new infestations up to 20 metres away.
For more info: go to www.knotonmyproperty.com. 0
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dismiss the Palestinian Authority and the PLO
in the same breath, as she has done, stretches
reality to the breaking point…. Ms Bercovici will
have her hands full, and much to learn, if she
wants to move beyond the simplicity of
demonization.’ (Globe and Mail, January 13,
2014, ‘Canada’s new Israel ambassador needs
to move beyond simplistic demonization’)
Michael Bell may have been disingenuous.
Surely he knows what Stephen Harper wants is
the simplicity of demonization.
The appointments of a beer executive as
counsel general to Los Angeles, Gordon
Campbell as High Commissioner to the UK,

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Saturdays till Thanksgiving
Pender Farmers Market—fresh, local produce, baked goods,
local art, artisan works & demonstrations, culinary delights; guest
speakers on current topics, buskers, musicians; bring your friends
and family, enjoy lunch or a snack, you never know what you’ll find
or who you’ll meet! • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER

Now till September 14
ArtCraft-fine arts and crafts at BC's longest
running show: ceramics, fibre arts, basketry,
painting, jewelry, wood accessories. decorative
and functional, The Best of Salt Spring in
downtown Ganges • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow
Road • Open 7 days a week, 10am-5pm • Info:
250.537.0899, www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT
SPRING

Thursday, August 21 till Sunday, August 31
28th Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre
Festival—50 shows; 300 performances;
11 venues; 11 days: drama; dance;
musicals; magic; live comedy; spoken
word; physical theatre; Fringe Block
Party: Aug 20, Centennial Square;
KidsFringe: Aug 23, Market Square; free
events for the whole family • Info: 250.590.6291,
www.victoriafringe.com • VICTORIA

Saturdays, August 23, 30, Sept 6, 13 & 20
Live music at Port Browning Marina Pub—the best music &
dancing on Pender! • AUG 23: Life of the Party; AUG 30: Pernell
Reichart; Sept 6: The Citizen Band; SEPT 13: Paul Black; SEPT 20:
Big House • 4605 Oak Road • No cover, 19+ • Info:
www.portbrowning.com, 250.629.3493 • PENDER

Saturday, August 23
Pender Islands Fall Fair ‘Celebrating 50 Years of
Gardening Excellence’—parade; exhibits;
entertainment; food; beer garden; guest speaker
Brian Crumblehulme • Community Hall • Market
9:30am, Gate 10am, Parade 10:30am, BBQ 5pm,
Dance to ‘Kikayembay’ 6:30pm • Admission adults:
$7, children 5-12: $3, under-5: free • Info:
www.pifi.ca, Dianne Allison 250.629.3372 • PENDER

Gary Doer as Ambassador to the US are all
canny, if inadequate, representatives of
Canada—par for the course. The muzzling of
diplomats, their inability to speak at universities
in the countries where they are posted, is only to
be expected.
As one of my friends, a retired diplomat, once
quipped when John Baird ordered diplomats to
‘beef-up’ in fitness classes, ‘it is the refuge of the
bully to tell the nerds to do push-ups’. 0
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Friday, August 29
South Pender Growers and Makers
Market—fruit and vegetables, art and
craft, baked goods, flowers, advice for
the lovelorn, mustard, Rob's mobile hen
house and more • On the grounds of the
Church of the Good Shepherd (next to
Poets Cove Resort) • 1 to 4 pm • Info: Contact Susan or Frank
250.629.6661 • SOUTH PENDER

Saturday, August, 30
Walkalong for Learning—A Galiano Conservancy
Association fundraiser for its Nature Education Programs
and Learning Center Development; enjoy interpretive
talks, live music and a walk along a coast-to-coast trail
through protected areas; all welcome • 1pm • $10 • info:
www.galianoconservancy.ca/walkalong; 250.539.2424 •
GALIANO

August 31 to November 17
High Tide Concerts—Melissa Etheridge: Sun, Aug 31,Royal
Theatre, doors at 6:30pm; The Imagination
Movers: Sat, Sep 13, Royal Theatre, doors at
12:30pm; Eric Bibb featuring Michael Jerome
Browne: Fri & Sat, Sep 19 & 20, Hermann’s Jazz
Club, doors at 6:30pm; Burton Cummings: Fri, Sep
26, The Port Theatre, doors at 6:30pm; Boz Scaggs
‘The Memphis Tour’: Thurs, Oct 9, The Port
Theatre, doors at 6:30pm • Info & Tickets:
hightideconcerts.net • VICTORIA & NANAIMO

Tuesday, September 2
Gary Holman, MLA Community Tour—Public
Input Session: topics include local issues,
democratic reform, environment, BC Ferries, and
fisheries • Community Hall • 6pm–7:30pm •
Mobile Office Hours 12:30pm– 4pm • Info and
appointments: 1.855.955.5711 or
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca. • GALIANO

Visibility For Your Event!
40,000 Readers!
What A Bargain!
www.islandtides.com
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Opposition grows to Woodfibre LNG - Patrick Brown

P

ublic concerns about the proposal for the Woodfibre LNG limiting attendance to 27. There were more people outside. My
plant surfaced at Council meetings in Squamish (which Sea to Sky, a citizens’ group opposing the LNG plant, was
includes Woodfibre) and West Vancouver (which represented by Tracy Saxby: ‘How can you say ‘yes’ to this
doesn’t). But both municipalities border on Howe Sound, and project when you have a room full of people, and more than one
Howe Sounders are waking up to the threat of the re- hundred people outside, that are saying no, we do not support
industrialization of their favourite inlet.
Woodfibre LNG project?’
She went on, ‘We also ask of the District of Squamish Council
In Squamish, debate continues over whether a referendum
on the plant might be held at the time of municipal elections on that you pass a resolution of non-support for the provincial LNG
November 15. But at a West Vancouver Council meeting, a plan at the fall 2014 UBCM conference.’
resolution absolutely opposing the plant was passed
Everyone’s Short Of Time
unanimously following a passionate appearance by a delegation. Faced with the necessity to tie down sales contracts, make
However, it will be reconsidered in September; Council
agreements with the BC government, obtain permits and
realized that due process would really require that the
licenses, carry out design work, contract for ships,
company be given an opportunity to appear.
assemble staff, and build facilities, Woodfibre LNG
‘…water from
The Woodfibre Proposal
is very short of time. Because of this, Byng
gas-cooling would be
Giraud, Woodfibre’s Vice President of
The $1.7 billion Woodfibre LNG proposal is
returned to the sound every
Corporate Affairs, says that November is too
probably the smallest, but also the first out
hour. The water would be
of the blocks, of some fifteen potential
early for a vote, because the company would
not have time to present its case.
proposals which would liquefy BC’s fracked
warmed by 10ºC; this, he
natural gas and load it onto deep sea LNG
Woodfibre has made a considerable effort
said, would turn Howe
tankers for export to China, South Korea, and
to
make contact with surrounding
Sound into a ‘marine
Japan. Woodfibre, near the head of Howe
communities,
but, alerted by other industrial
desert’. ’
Sound, is an industrially zoned old pulp mill site
developments in Howe Sound, residents have been
which can accommodate deep sea shipping, is
quick to organize.
connected to the BCHydro grid for industrial power supplies,
Chris Lewis, a Councillor with the Squamish First Nation,
and has an existing gas pipeline. fifty miles of the pipeline could says that the Woodfibre proposal is still under review. The
be twinned for extra capacity to connect to Fortis’ main line.
project falls within the traditional territory of the Skwxwú7mesh
The site is owned by Western Forest Products, and is covered or Squamish First Nation.
with many years of wood waste; its purchase by Woodfibre
Rob Kirkham, Mayor of Squamish, says he would be willing
Natural Gas Limited, which is part of the Pacific Oil and Gas to consider town hall meetings about the Woodfibre project.
group of companies owned by an Indonesian tycoon, is
Public comments to the BC Environmental Assessment
Office were due by July 27. A July 17 Islands Trust letter (printed
conditional on cleanup.
The gas supply is limited, which means that the LNG plant in Island Tides August 7 edition) sought more extensive studies
is also limited, but it can be powered by available electricity. The on upstream GHG’s generated by production; the effects of LNG
result would be a small liquefaction plant with a capacity of 2.1 tankers on the Howe Sound marine environment, including
million tonnes of LNG per year, but one that might be put in potential impact of explosion or fire from an LNG tanker in
service as early as 2017.
transit and impacts on glass sponge reefs.
Early estimates indicate that it can load some 40 tankers per
Meanwhile, In West Vancouver
year, and would employ about 100 regular staff (after a West Vancouver Council heard from Bowyer Island resident
construction period which might employ up to 500).
Eoin Finn, a retired KPMG partner, who described himself as

Squamish No Longer Industrial

Over the last few years, the Squamish community has devoted
a great deal of effort to evolve from a forest industry town to a
residential and recreation centre for visitors and travellers to
Whistler and interior BC. Its most recent attraction is the
gondola up Stawamus Chief, a massive rock formation at the
southern entrance, which has, in its first year, attracted large
crowds. Further, Squamish’s future has come to depend on
Howe Sound and Whistler/Garibaldi Park as scenic and
recreational features.
It is therefore not surprising that a development that
reminds Squamish of its industrial past should prove
controversial. At the Council meeting, Squamish Councillor
Patricia Heintzman put forward the proposal for a November
15 referendum vote. It will be considered at a Council meeting
August 19 (after Island Tides goes to press).
Heintzman said that more than 100 Squamish residents
have ‘expressed concerns’ to her about the plant.
The Council Chambers were packed, with the Fire Marshal

an ‘unlikely LNG opponent’. He noted that the Village of Lions
Bay and the Sunshine Coast Regional District opposed LNG
tankers in Howe Sound.
Eighty transits a year, of what he described as 1,000 foot long
‘class A hazard’ ships, crossing BC Ferry routes, presented what
he termed ‘potentially lethal’ risks. He pointed out several areas
(‘exclusion zones’) in Howe Sound where LNG tankers would
need priority right-of-way over other vessels, including ferries,
working, and recreational craft.
Finn also raised a new consideration: that some 17,000
metric tonnes of chlorinated, desalinated water from gascooling would be returned to the sound every hour. The water
would be warmed by 10ºC; this, he said, would turn Howe
Sound into a ‘marine desert’.

John Weston Reacts
As stated above, West Vancouver Council finally passed a
motion to call on the federal government to ban LNG tankers
in Howe Sound. But Council will revisit the vote in September,
since there had been no opportunity for Woodfibre LNG to

make its case. John Weston, the Conservative MP for West
Vancouver–Sea to Sky, claimed in a letter to West Vancouver
Council that they had not investigated the Woodfibre proposal
before opposing it.
He writes: ‘As a British Columbian, I am also concerned
about the environmental impact of new industrial
developments in our jewel, the Howe Sound. However, before
I categorize this project as unsound for environmental or safety
reasons, I as a politician, or for that matter, a taxpayer in this
country, need to understand the facts and have the input of
experts.
‘One of the greatest benefits we have had with our focus on
the environment is the ability to continuously improve and
become more efficient in the use of resources. As a result I am
a firm believer that the Environment is the Economy as I have
indicated many times in the House of Commons.’
And clarifying his position: ‘An LNG plant brings more high
valued long-term jobs to our riding than a gravel pit, a logging
project, or a garbage incinerator.’ 0
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Independent investigation for
mine catastrophe, needed
says Sierra Club BC
Sierra Club BC is calling on the British Columbia government
to establish a committee of experts, independent from industry
and government, to investigate the Mount Polley disaster, and
swiftly assess risks at other mine tailing ponds across the
province.
‘Minister Bennett is losing the trust of British Columbians
by claiming the Mount Polley catastrophe is not an
environmental disaster,’ says Sierra Club BC Forest and Climate
Campaigner, Jens Wieting. ‘His comparison of the destruction
caused by millions of cubic meters of sediments loaded with
dangerous heavy metals dumped into salmon habitat, to the
effects of avalanches is ridiculous, and deceitful.’
The BC government has downplayed the overall
contamination caused by the disaster by referring numerous
times to a limited number of samplings for heavy metal
concentrations in Quesnel Lake which met drinking water
safety levels, says Sierra Club. However, the by far largest
amount of the dangerous heavy metals is contained in the
sediments which buried Hazeltine Creek along several
kilometers. Without a full clean up, heavy metals will enter the
environment and the food chain and pose a long term threat to
the web of life, Sierra Club concludes.
‘We need an honest acknowledgement of the scope and the
scale of the environmental disaster and the long term risks and
uncertainties. Only an independent in-depth investigation to
establish what went wrong at Mount Polley will give us answers
and next steps in which we can trust,’ Weiting claims.
Sierra Club BC is also calling to quickly identify potential
risks of similar catastrophe of this nature at the hundreds of
other tailing ponds scattered throughout BC. 0
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pond dam was raised in what the company referred
to as the ‘ongoing annual stage dam construction’.
According to former employee Gerald MacBurney,
who worked at Mount Polley for seven years until he
quit a few months ago, the company increased the
storage capacity of the tailings pond by continuing
to build the dam higher each year. However, the dam
was not built wider, and water ran over the top of the
dam in several places in May of 2014. ‘We patched it
up,’ he said. This apparently met the requirements
of the Ministry’s inspectors.
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Environmental consultant Brian Olding was
engaged by the company and the two First Nations
in whose territory the mine is located to make
recommendations about draining the water from the
tailings pond down Hazeltine Creek. His report,
dated 2011, makes a number of recommendations
directly affecting the use of the creek as a discharge
route for surplus water from the tailings pond. These
include the development of water quality objectives
and examination of the toxicological aspects of the
water for potential harm to wildlife.
The Ministry granted the permit. In 2014, the
company applied for a further permit for additional
wastewater discharge into Polley Lake, which the
Ministry was reviewing when the dam collapsed.
This past week the Ministry has also agreed that the
company may run a pipeline to drain water from
Polley Lake, currently a metre and a half above
normal, into Hazeltine Creek.

Too High?
by Mima Fine Art Publishers

www.islandtides.com

Five years ago, Olding’s report said that pond levels

were already getting too high. In 2011 he suggested
to mine management that the structural integrity of
the tailings pond dam should be tested. Company
officials were quoted as saying that they did not want
to deal with ‘that problem at that time.’
Why? It has been suggested that the Mount
Polley mine was at that time producing at maximum
capacity to ensure sufficient cash flow for the
development of Imperial’s Red Chris mine. Any
equipment (such as 200-tonne trucks) needed to
strengthen the dam would have to be diverted from
Mount Polley’s production. Additional capital would
be needed for Red Chris.

So What Happened?
In Gerald MacBurney’s words, the dam ‘shifted’ and
then ‘let loose’. This simple description may be a
remarkably accurate account of what happened.
Each time the level of mud and water in the
tailings pond exceeded the previous level, the tailings
pond dam, which was constructed of earth and rock
with no reinforcing, could well have been stressed
and even deformed by loads which it was not
designed to sustain.
Despite the subsequent reduction of tailings
stored, to the required level (described by the mining
company and the government inspectors as ‘getting
into compliance’), the dam might not have returned
to its original shape and structural capacity.
Such repeated stresses could have been at the
root of its eventual breaching and collapse. The
company did not consider that the capacity of the
tailings pond might have been reduced, and the
government inspectors assumed that no harm

would have been done by repeated filling of the
tailings pond very close to the top.
Any rule of thumb assumes a margin of safety.
Provided one uses an appropriate thumb.

Drinking Water Guidelines
The breach released an estimated 10 million cubic
metres of water and 4.5 million cubic metres of fine
sand. Last year, the company reported that 326
tonnes of nickel was dumped into the tailings pond,
along with over 400,000 kg of arsenic, 177,000 kg
of lead, and 18,400 tonnes of copper and its
compounds. Tailings pond water was reported as
containing selenium exceeding drinking-water
guidelines by almost three times, and organic carbon
concentrations exceeded guidelines for chlorinated
water. While Minister of Environment Mary Polak
reports that water flowing into Quesnel Lake will
meet drinking water guidelines, local First Nations
people express concern about the forthcoming
salmon run.

Political Contributions
According to Elections BC records, Imperial Metals
Corporation and its various subsidiaries has
contributed approximately $234,000 to the
BCLiberal party since 2003. This included
contributions to the election of Bill Bennett, who is
now the Minister responsible for enforcing mining
regulations. Hedging its bets, the company also
contributed $43,000 to the NDP. 0
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T

hese are titles and synopses of articles in one of Island
Tides’ archives available as stand-alone articles on
Island Tides’ website. Going back over a decade, they are
history in the making.
Kitimat airshed study—not so simple - August 7, 2014
The government said that an extensive study proved that
four LNG projects could be built at Kitimat while maintaining
air quality. But what the study actually proves, far from adding
LNG plants, is that the Kitimat Rio Tinto Alcan smelter needs
to ‘scrub’ sulphur dioxide from its emissions.
LNG prices getting critical - July 24, 2014
Is BC right to put all its eggs in the LNG basket? Asian prices
are dropping and BC hasn’t set its tax regime yet. Out of fourteen
proposals there are no financial commitments.
First Nation draws the line - May 1, 2014
Natural gas facilities exempted from environmental review;
First Nation throws government representatives out of LNG
conference; government backs down.
Protecting democracy in petro-states - April 3, 2014
Joëlle Skaf compares two western petro-states, Canada and
Norway, providing interesting insights into the tricky business
of putting all one’s eggs into the fossil fuel basket. How to
maintain a thriving democracy and provide a longterm
economic future?
Weaver starts the energy debate - March 6, 2014
Neither BC’s provincial government nor the official
opposition will discuss energy policy; Weaver, BC’s lone Green
Party MLA, starts the public debate. Using global climate
change as a lens, he looks at: the effects of exporting Alberta’s
tar sands bitumen, shipping Wyoming’s thermal coal, and
exporting LNG as a substitute for China’s coalburning electricity
generation. BC, he says, takes the environmental risks for each
alternative: pipelines and railways through rugged mountain
ranges, tankers and bulk carriers navigating BC’s tricky
waterways, and a potential refinery at Kitimat.
Environmental assessments to be ‘co-ordinated’ with
Oil & Gas Commission - Nov 21, 2013
A new agreement between the BC Environmental
Assessment Office (EAO) and the BC Oil and Gas Commission
(OGC) appears to remove any independence the EAO may have
had in dealing with oil and gas projects.
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Coal port expansion threatens Fraser estuary - Nov
07, 2013
A Port Metro Vancouver plan would create a new ‘island’
near Roberts Bank. Dredged from Fraser River tidelands, the
island would become a 115 hectare container port extension for
Westshore Terminals, close to the Tsawwassen terminal.
Growing opposition to coal export schemes - Oct 10,
2013
Blocked in their own country, American plans to get coal to
the coast through Canada are facing growing opposition from
BC organizations. A variety of issues are identified, from human
health issues, to Salish Sea contamination, to climate change.
Is the BC government’s proposed bridge to replace the Massey
Tunnel part of an expensive, longterm plan to turn Vancouver
into coal city?
Stormwater and dust control questions on Texada Aug 1, 2013
Patrick Brown gives us the ins and outs of a proposed
westcoast deep-water coal port on Strait of Georgia’s Texada
Island—trains, barges and ships.
Texada coal port opposed - July 4, 2013 | Patrick
Brown
Judging from TV ads, Canada’s federal government is all for
fossil fuels. And they have the call on whether Wyoming coal
gets exported by barging from an additional (third) Lower
Mainland loading port on the Fraser to Texada Island for dusty
transfer to deep sea ships going back southward. Local
government doesn’t like it. American ports refuse to ship the
coal rush. More marine traffic in crowded Georgia, Haro, and
Juan de Fuca Straits and in Boundary Pass.
Coal port decisions exclude the public - February 28,
2013 | Patrick Brown
Does federal jurisdiction over Port Metro Vancouver mean
that expanding facilities and increasing traffic for fossil fuel
exports will require little local input? The City of Vancouver,
municipalities, and citizen groups are concerned.
The ‘energy’ driving oil and LNG exporting - March 8,
2012 | Special report by Patrick Brown
What’s behind the push to export oil and natural gas from
Canada’s westcoast? Patrick Brown takes a look at the business
plan.
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September Islands Trust Council
program announced

The Islands Trust Council is meeting September 9-11, on Keats and Gambier Islands, in Howe
Sound. Trust Council invites members of the public to participate in a town hall session on
Gambier Island, a regular forum to promote dialogue between islanders and trustees, starting at
1:30pm, Wednesday, September 10. Following presentations from those who have registered for
formal delegations, some time will be available for members of the public to speak in an informal
town hall session.
A highlights of Trust council will be a short video and latest information about glass sponge
reefs off Howe Sound presented by the Marine Life Society of BC and Underwater Council of BC.
For more info: www.islandstrust.bc.ca. 0
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WATER TAXI SCHEDULE FOR 2014/2015
THE SCHOLARSHIP

Running on empty - the provincial budget - Sept 10,
2009
BC has become a kind of (failed) petrostate. Without natural
gas royalties there is not enough money to run the province.
Price crash repurposes Kitimat LNG port - July 16,
2009
In view of crashing natural gas prices, the Kitimat LNG plant
will export, instead of import, natural gas.
Call to scrap subsidies to oil and gas companies - Feb
21, 2008
Efforts to cut BC’s greenhouse gas emissions will fail unless
the province ends subsidies to oil and gas companies, raises the
royalties those companies pay, and imposes tough regulations
that end wasteful industry practices, a recent study concludes.
Opposition to LNG tanker port grows - Feb 7, 2008
Premier Gordon Campbell has positioned BC as a global
leader on climate change, but his interest in harmonizing
provincial standards through the BC-Alberta Trade, Investment
and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) could prove to be a
thorn in the government’s side. Fighting climate change will
necessarily involve a lot of regulation, while TILMA is
fundamentally a deregulatory initiative.
LNG tankers through the Islands? - Aug 9, 2007 |
Patrick Brown
Two companies are competing to be the first to establish a
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) terminal on the BC coast. They
are Kitimat LNG and Westpac Terminals, both based in
Calgary.
Hydro Abandons Duke Point Proposal - June 30,
2005
The Duke Point gas-fired generating plant proposal is no
more.
Salvaging Meaning from the Duke Point Fiasco - June
30, 2005 | Patrick Brown
Was the real reason for BCHydro’s sudden retreat that
neither BCHydro nor the provincial goverment wanted the
Appeal Court judges enquiring whether ‘commerical
confidentiality’ could be maintained when government
functions were privaåtized?
Duke Point Approval will be Appealed - Feb 24, 2005
| Patrick Brown
An appeal of BCUC’s February 17 approval of BC Hydro’s
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It’s back to school time!
Tuesday, September 2, 2014
GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL
250-537-9944
School is open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for registration of new students beginning August
18. Pick up of Student Schedule Packages and collection of Student Activity Fees will take
place on Wednesday, August 27 and Thursday, August 28 from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The
Student Activity Fee is $30 for everyone. Students may also purchase a yearbook at this time
for $45 (total for both is $75).
OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 2, will be early dismissal (9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.).
Principal: Mr. Lyall Ruehlen
PHOENIX PLACE PROGRAM
250-537-9944
Classes begin September 2. If you are interested in the services that Phoenix could offer
your high school aged child, please contact one of the GISS counselors, Nia Williams or
Tony Marshall at 250-537-9944.
SALTSPRING ISLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL
250-537-1159
School will be open August 25 to 28, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for registration of new students.
OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 2, will be early dismissal (8:30 to 10:00 a.m.).
Parents welcome on Opening Day – PAC representatives will be hosting a ‘Meet & Greet’.
Principal: Ms. Keiko Taylor

AFTERNOON RUN
Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay

Sturdies Bay = Galiano Island

Miner’s Bay = Mayne Island

THE GRADUATE

Route 2

MORNING RUN
Location

Depart

Location

Arrival

Ganges Harbour
Lyall Harbour
Port Washington

0630
0727
0755

Lyall Harbour
Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

0725
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0830
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1712
1733

Port Washington
Lyall Harbour
Ganges Harbour
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1732
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AFTERNOON RUN
Ganges Harbour
Port Washington
Lyall Harbour

Lyall Harbour = Saturna Island

Port Washington = Pender Island

THE GANGES HAWK

Route 3

MORNING RUN
Location

Depart

Location

Arrival

Ganges Harbour
Port Washington

0700
0745

Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

0740
0830

Ganges Harbour
1630
Port Washington
1712
Port Washington = Pender Island

Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

1710
1750

PLEASE CONTACT THE PRINCIPALS FOR THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS:
GALIANO SCHOOL Ms. Boe Beardsmore
250-539-2261
Ofﬁce will be open August 25 to 28 – 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
First day of school, September 2, students will attend from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, September 2.
MAYNE SCHOOL
250-539-2371

Ms. Donna Kirkpatrick
Ofﬁce will be open August 25 to 28 – 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.
First day of school, September 2, students will attend from 8:40 - 10:30 a.m.
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, September 2.

PENDER SCHOOL Mr. Cameron Fraser
250-629-3711
Ofﬁce will be open for registrations on August 25 to 28 - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Opening day only, Tuesday, September 2 will be early dismissal,
(8:50 to 10:30 a.m.).
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, September 2.
SATURNA SCHOOL Ms. Shannon Johnston
250-539-2472
Please email Principal Shannon Johnston at sjohnston@sd64.bc.ca or call
250-222-0080 for information regarding registration of new students for the
2014/2015 school year. Opening day only, Tuesday, September 2 will be
early dismissal, (8:30 to 10:30 a.m.).

AFTERNOON RUN

Passengers are to be at the dock 5 minutes prior to departure.

For more information on the StrongStart BC Programs at
Mayne, Pender, Saturna and Galiano Schools, contact the
Principals listed above.

www.islandtides.com
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WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Strategies
for Socially
Responsible
Investors
Are you concerned that your
RRSP might profit from
global warming, sweatshop
labour or handguns?
Please call me for a free
review of your
investment portfolio.

Solar Colwood - Natalie Dunsmuir

S

olar Colwood is an initiative of the city of Colwood that is
working to reduce energy consumption and begin the
shift towards green power. Funded and made possible in
part by an investment from the Government of Canada’s Clean
Energy Fund, Solar Colwood has been providing expert advice
and incentives regarding solar technology to Colwood homes
and businesses since 2011. Their goal is to have 1,000 Colwood
residents take steps towards energy efficiency and reduction.
So far, the organization has come nearly halfway towards its
objective. Over 400 homes have begun the process of producing
sustainable energy. The City of Colwood has also installed solar
technology on the Fire Station and added six public electric
vehicle charging stations to the town. Recently, an 100% electric
truck was added to the city’s fleet.
Frank Gale, a homeowner who installed a solar hotwater
system and a ductless heatpump three years ago, says his
system has never had an issue yet and is helping to reduce his
energy bills. His gas bill for last month was only $8 compared
to the usual $60. A utility bill analysis performed by Royal
Roads University highlighted these results by showing that
households that were involved in Solar Colwood were saving an
average of 44% on their energy bills.
There are many different forms of sustainable technology
and many ways to get involved in Solar Colwood. Tools such as
free energy and water-saving kits are offered by the
organization. Inexpensive home assessments provide access to
provincial incentives for energy-saving upgrades such as waterheating insulation, windows, and dwelling heating.
Homeowners and businesses are provided with up to a third
of the cost off solar hotwater systems, $500 off ductless heat
pumps and up to $4,000 on solar photovoltaic systems when
combined with an electric-car charging station.
As energy costs from utilities are going up, sunshine remains
free. Solar hotwater systems can lower hot water costs by over
40% and have a life expectancy of around 25 years.
Ductless heat pumps, which are upgrades from the
traditional electric baseboard, can reduce energy use by 2550%.

Frank Jones
Homes/Buildings/Docks
that my Dad built on Pender Island

Anthony Edwards, BA Ec
INVESTMENT ADVISOR
250-898-9973
tony@ethicinvest.ca
www.ethicinvest.ca
tedwards@pssecurities.ca

318A Duncan Avenue, Courtenay, BC V9N 2M5
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Joyce and Frank Jones
My name is Tom Jones, one of Frank Jones’s 3
sons. As many residents of Pender Island may know,
my father was a decorated veteran of WWII
(Distinguished Flying Cross) and served during those
dire days on Malta in the summer of 1942. His war
service has been well documented in various books.
To complement those recountings, I am planning to
write a book about another important segment of my
dad’s life after the war and to focus on his experiences
on Pender Island from 1969 to 1989. More specifically, I
wish to include in the book an accounting of the various
construction projects in which he was engaged (e.g.,
homes, buildings, docks) with the goal of
photographing the results of those projects and of
demonstrating my dad’s substantial construction skills
and his innovative approaches to building.
I am requesting that any Pender Island residents (or
their families) who hired my dad to do construction
work for them from 1969 – 1989 to contact me (see
below) and provide me with information about his work.
I would like to thank in advance anyone who contacts
me about my request. My planned book will serve well
as another legacy to my father’s varied and interesting
life.
Tom Jones, Ph.D., 5035 Longview Drive, Bowser,
B.C, V0R 1G0, Phone: 1-250-757-8766 Email:
tom_jones@shaw.ca, tomj@athabascau.ca

Electric cars combined with solar installations allow drivers
to get where they are going on the power of the sun alone. When
compared to paying for gasoline for your car, which is
consistantly becoming more expensive, buying an electric car
and running it on solar panels can actually save money in the
long run, as well as reduce emissions.

Solar CRD
Thanks to collaboration between the City of Colwood and the
Capital Regional District, the Solar CRD program is providing
incentives for solar hotwater systems for homes and businesses
across the CRD. There are still approximately 75 incentives left
for solar hotwater systems, and the incentives will be available
until March 31 next year.

Home Tour September 20
Solar Colwood is also offering a free solar home tour on
September 20. The tour is an opportunity to see solar
technology at work first hand and to learn from experienced
homeowners, Royal Roads University researchers, and Solar
Colwood representatives. The event will also be a chance to talk
to Victoria LEAF club members about the affordability of
electric vehicles, and to learn about Solar CRD.
Gabriola, Pender, and Salt Spring Islands are also making
community moves to get with the sun, watch for more news.
For more info about Solar Colwood go to
www.solarcolwood.ca
For more info about Solar CRD visit www.crd.bc.ca/solar 0

New coal claims on
Vancouver Island

A new company has joined Compliance, Hillsborough, and
Golden River in staking claims on coal deposits on central
Vancouver Island.
Little is known about Skyland Resources Group Inc, of
Richmond, BC. In late June, Skyland filed Applications for coal
tenures surrounding Compliance’s Anderson Lake claim west
of Comox, and between Compliance’s Bear and Raven tenures
west of Baynes Sound. These tenures cover large areas
surrounding Compliance’s areas of interest.
But Skyland has also registered new claims covering a large
area between Nanaimo and Ladysmith, on both sides of the
highway, and as far east as Cedar. The total area of all Skyland’s
claims is 21,150 hectares.
CoalWatch President John Snyder noted that no public
announcements have been made of these new claims. He was
particularly concerned about Skyland’s claims surrounding
Compliance’s Anderson Lake claim in the Tsolum River
watershed.
‘As usual, there’s been no public notice on these coal license
applications, other than being listed on an obscure government
website. These applications in the Comox Valley and Nanaimo
area are the first stage in any coal mine exploration or
development, and there needs to be more transparency and
public notice when these are filed,’ said Snyder.’
For more information and maps of the coal license
application tenures visit: www.coalwatch.ca. 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267

GRACE ISLET from page 1
,cemeteries,’ said Chair Bryson. ‘While we heard from First
Nations that they consider Grace Islet to be a sacred burial site,
and any development on that island is not acceptable to them,
the Province has indicated that development on Grace Islet is
legal and compliant, and that the owner has followed an
extensive process over a long period of time to obtain the
necessary permits from the Provincial Archeology Branch.’
After careful deliberation, the CRD Board determined the
purpose of the Notice of Motion is outside the scope of CRD’s
authority.
‘The CRD is committed to building strong and enduring
relationships with neighbouring First Nations, and this
unfortunate situation highlights the critical need to update the
provincial legislation to better reflect the public’s expectations
regarding the protection and respect afforded to First Nations
heritage sites,’ said Chair Bryson. ‘I am convinced that we can
work to ensure that development can be done respectfully and
look forward to learning from the issues raised in the Grace Islet
development and with the help of First Nations, finding a new
way forward.’
Through the CRD Aboriginal Initiatives office, staff will reach
out to First Nations and agency partners to co-develop a
heritage protection and archeology protocol that addresses the
jurisdictional complexities while meeting the needs of First
Nations, concludes the press release. 0

Readers’ $30 Annual Voluntary Subscriptions Can Make
All The Difference! Have You Sent In Yours? Thank You!
(Additional Donation Amounts Joyfully Accepted!)
www.islandtides.com

Save the bees and ban neonic pesticides
David Suzuki & Ian Hanington

B

ees may be small, but they play a big role in human
health and survival. Some experts say one of every three
bites of food we eat depends on them. The insects
pollinate everything from apples and zucchini to blueberries
and almonds. Bees and other pollinators are at risk, meaning
that entire terrestrial ecosystems are as well, and so are we.
We know one of the main causes of their alarming death
rates. A new report concludes that neonicotinoid pesticides, or
neonics, ‘pose a serious risk of harm to honeybees and other
pollinators.’ They also harm butterflies, earthworms and birds,
and because they're now found in soils, sediment, groundwater
and waterways, they alter ‘biodiversity, ecosystem functioning
and the ecosystem services provided by a wide range of affected
species and environments.’
The report, produced by the Task Force on Systemic
Pesticides, is the work of 50 independent scientists from around
the world who spent four years analyzing more than 800 peerreviewed scientific studies.
‘Far from protecting food production, the use of neonics is
threatening the very infrastructure which enables it, imperilling
the pollinators, the habitat engineers and natural pest
controllers at the heart of a functioning ecosystem,’ says lead
author Jean-Marc Bonmatin of the National Centre for
Research in France. Other research shows they may not even
increase agricultural yields.
Neonics are a family of chemicals with names like thiacloprid
and imidacloprid. They disrupt the central nervous systems of
insects and are undeniably great at killing pests like aphids and
grubs. Unlike traditional pesticides, neonics are ‘systemic
pesticides’ that are most often applied to seeds and roots so the
chemical becomes incorporated into the plants’ leaves, pollen,
nectar, fruit and flowers.
According to the Task Force, ‘Neonics impact all species that
chew a plant, sip its sap, drink its nectar, eat its pollen or fruit’
and can remain toxic for weeks or months—even years. The
impacts cascade through ecosystems, weakening their stability.

As nerve poisons, they can kill targeted and non-targeted species
and can cause ‘impaired sense of smell or memory; reduced
fecundity; altered feeding behaviour and reduced food intake
including reduced foraging in bees; altered tunneling behaviour
in earthworms; difficulty in flight and increased susceptibility
to disease.’ There's also evidence they can harm human health,
especially in infants.
Neonics make up about 40% of the world insecticide market,
with global sales of US $2.63 billion in 2011—and growing. That
may explain why, despite increasing evidence that they’re
harmful, there’s been such strong resistance to phasing them
out or banning them.
After experts concluded in 2013 that neonics pose an
unacceptable risk to bees, the European Union imposed a
temporary ban on the use of three neonics in applications that
are particularly hazardous to bees—despite fierce opposition
from the agrochemical industry and several governments. At
the same time, Canada re-approved clothianidin, one of the
chemicals banned in Europe.
In the face of conclusive findings from hundreds of studies,
industry reaction has been astounding. ‘There is very little
credible evidence that these things are causing untoward
damage because we would have seen them over 20 years of use,’
said Julian Little, spokesperson for neonicotinoid manufacturer
Bayer.
Canadian agricultural pest control trade association CropLife
Canada also rejected the science, blaming bee deaths on varroa
mites, another serious threat to honeybees. And even though
Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency confirmed
neonics used on corn seed contributed to bee die-offs in Ontario
and Quebec, federal Health Minister Rona Ambrose has so far
rejected a ban, saying her department’s research is
‘inconclusive.’
What will it take to get governments and industry to put
people—and pollinators—before profits? Around the world,
concerned individuals and organizations are calling on decision-
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Duke Point plans for fossil-fuel generated energy for Vancouver
Island is underway.
Shenanigans at BCUC Hearings - Feb 10, 2005 |
Patrick Brown
A motion by GSXCCC and other intervenors to disqualify
members of the BC Utilities Commission Panel from hearing
the application for approval of the Duke Point Power project
was rejected...
Duking It Out Over Vancouver Island’s Power Supply
- Jan 27, 2005 | Patrick Brown
Hearings by the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC) into the
proposed Duke Point Power (DPP) gas-fired electricity
generation plant got underway...
January Hearings on Duke Point Electricity
Generation - Dec 16, 2004 | Patrick Brown
The BC Utilities Commission (BCUC) will hold oral hearings
and town hall sessions in Nanaimo...
BCUC Will Consider Latest BC ‘Privatization’ - Dec 2,
2004 | Patrick Brown
In order to revive the Duke Point gas-fired generation
project, BC Hydro is entering into a cost plus contract with the
Duke Point Power Limited Partnership (DPP)...
GS-X-The Beat Goes On - Sept 23, 2004
Williams Pipelines, BC Hydro’s partner in the proposed
construction of the Georgia Strait Crossing natural gas pipeline,
continues to pursue permits for the pipeline on the US side of
the border. And BC Hydro continues to entertain bids for
natural gas turbine-generated power on Vancouver Island.
GS-X Pipeline Possibility Fading - July 29, 2004 |
Patrick Brown
Although BC Hydro is still receiving tenders (until August 13)
for the provision of additional electricity to Vancouver Island and
most plans of BC Hydro’s qualified bidders are predicated on
using natural gas as fuel, it seems increasing unlikely that any gas
will be delivered by the Georgia Strait Crossing (GS-X) pipeline...
Hydro’s Flawed Call for Tenders and Other Electric
News - Feb 26, 2004 | Patrick Brown
The BC Utilities Commission rejected Hydro’s proposal for
a gas turbine generation plant at Duke Point because BCUC
thought that it was not the most economic way to obtain
additional electricity for Vancouver Island...
Oil and Gas—A Mess of It in Canada - Oct 23, 2003 |
Peter D. Carter

At first sight, Canadian policy on our oil and gas reserves is
resulting in an increase in oil and gas exploration; in exports to
the United States; and in depletion of Canadian oil and gas
reserves...
New Tenders to Compete with GSX/VIGP - July 17,
2003 | Patrick Brown
At the conclusion of the BC Utilities Commission hearings
in Nanaimo on July 3, BC Hydro proposed to call for firm
tenders for alternative ways to provide for Vancouver Island’s
future electricity needs.
The GSX Report—Half a Job - Aug 14, 2003 | Patrick
Brown
A 229-page report on the gas pipeline proposed to cross the
Georgia Strait was produced by the National Energy
Board/Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency Joint
Review Panel...
NorskeCanada Introduces New Power Plan for
Vancouver Island; Claims Hydro Tried to Suppress It
- April 24, 2003
Pulp mill operator NorskeCanada, the largest consumer of
electricity on Vancouver Island, has proposed a plan to generate
power at its plants, and save power it presently uses.
GSX Hearing Begins - Jan 30, 2003
After several months’ delay waiting for the completion of
consultations with local First Nations, the National Energy
Board/ Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency hearings
on the proposed Georgia Strait Crossing (GSX) gas pipeline are
to resume.
GSX Questioned in Whatcom County - Feb 28, 2002
According to a report in the Bellingham Herald, the
Bellingham environmental group RE Sources wants the
proposed natural gas pipeline across Whatcom County
(Washington State) to be put on hold.
GSX Panel Revises List of Issues - Feb 14, 2002
The NEB/CEAA Joint Review Panel for the proposed
Georgia Strait gas pipeline has clarified its original List of Issues
to include many of the environmental issues raised during a
series of public meetings in January.
The GSX Files - Jan 31, 2002
BC Hydro’s dependence on Vancouver Island gas-fired
electricity generation plans is confirmed in the Interim Report
published by the province’s Energy Policy Task Force.0

<
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makers to get serious about this threat. At writing, more than
27,000 have signed a David Suzuki Foundation action alert
asking federal and provincial governments to ban the use and
sale of neonics.
It's the government's duty to protect us from potentially
harmful chemicals. With neonics, the science is clear: they’re
unsafe. Researchers say ‘there is clear evidence of harm
sufficient to trigger regulatory action.’ They're calling them ‘the
new DDT’. It's time to ban these harmful pesticides. 0

BCHydro net metering
BC’s net metering program works to connect renewable energy
producers to the grid. Smart meters play a key role in the
transactions, as they monitor inflow and outflow of energy so
that BCHydro can bill and give credit accurately.
The net metering program has been in place since June 1,
2012. It allows BCHydro customers who generate power above
their consumption to feed it back into the grid. This also means
that when customers do not produce enough energy for their
own use, they can supplemement their renewable energy with
power from the grid at the usual rate. Participating customers
must be connected to the grid by an inverter.
At the end of each month, net metering customers receive a
record on their account for any power that they have produced
but not used. This credit can be put towards buying power in
later months. However, at the end of 12 months, BCHydro
removes credit by paying out the net amount of the extra power
fed to the grid at a rate of 9.99¢ per kilowatt hour (kWh). The
annual cycle, rather than a shorter cycle, allows for summers
to offset winters.
In order for a power generation system to be eligble for the
net metering program, it must meet several requirments.
Firstly, it must ‘utilize biogas, biomass, geothermal heat, hydro,
solar, ocean, wind or other energy resources or technologies
defined as ‘clean or renewable resource’ in the Clean Energy
Act to generate electricity, this includes fuel cells and energy
recovery generation’. Secondly, it must ‘be owned by and
located on the premises of a residential or commercial
customer.’
Until July 25 this year, the energy system had to have a
‘nameplate capacity’ of 50 kilowatts or less. Now, the BC
Utilities Commisson has approved a BCHydro’s application to
increase the capacity of the generating system to 100 kilowatts,
allowing customers with bigger systems to become involved in
the net metering program.
For more information go to www.bchydro.com. 0
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friends? Or, if you don’t already receive Island Tides in
your mailbox, have it mailed to you for $55+gst a year.

Purchase an addressed subscription.
Call with a Visa/MC: 1.250.216-2267
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Western Purple Martins
Herbie Rochet

T

he ‘purple martin season’ in the
southern Georgia Basin is drawing to a
close after chick banding in the Gulf
Islands in July and with young martins
fledging and enjoying
flight training in August.
For the last decade,
the beautiful sights and
sounds of spring and
summer in the Gulf
Islands have been
enhanced by the voices
and aerobatics of
western purple martins.
The largest of the
swallows in North
America, purple martins
migrate to this continent from southeastern
Brazil every spring to nest and then return to
the southern hemisphere in early fall when
their chicks have fledged. Three populations of
purple martins visit our continent: a huge
population east of the Rockies (Progne subis
subis), a smaller population of our western
subspecies (Progne subis arboricola) and an
even smaller group of a desert southwest
subspecies (Progne subis hesperia).
Purple martins are cavity-nesters and
colonial in their nesting habits. They used to be
more abundant on the west coast, but their
numbers declined drastically in the middle of
the 20th century due to habitat loss, changes
in building design and competition for any
remaining nest cavities from starlings and
house sparrows.
Formerly Red-listed (‘Threatened’) under the
BC Wildlife Act of 2007, they are currently
Blue-listed (‘Species of Special Concern’) on the
westcoast of Canada and an ‘At-risk Species of
Special Concern’ throughout their breeding
range in the western US.
Fortunately, their status has improved and
their population decline reversed thanks to a
nestbox project in the southern Georgia Basin.
The BC Purple Martin Stewardship and
Recovery Program (PUMA Project) is
coordinated by the Georgia Basin Ecological
Assessment & Restoration Society (GBEARS)
in Nanaimo, with support from many sponsors
and volunteers.
GBEARS staff undertake the chick counting
and banding every summer, support the
establishment of new purple martin colonies,
train and encourage colony stewards and
compile data on the birds’ productivity.
Since 1985 the PUMA project has helped the
BC population of western martins recover by

means of nestboxes mounted on pilings over
or near the water. More than 1,500 nest boxes
have been installed in the southern Georgia
Basin, the northern limit of the western purple
martins' breeding range, and
close to 80 active western
martin colonies now exist on
the east side of southern
Vancouver Island, in the
Gulf and Discovery islands
and on the coastal lower
mainland.
Among the
Southern Gulf Islands,
colonies
have
been
established and are thriving
on Sidney, North Pender,
Galiano and Mayne islands.
The population of western purple martins
now exceeds 1,000 pairs of breeding birds. In
1985 there were as few as five pairs.

Spot The Boxes in your Area
Western purple martins prefer single
nestboxes clustered together rather than the
apartment-style houses used by their eastern
cousins. The boxes are built of one-inch thick
cedar and are covered by a canopy of wire that
serves as a predator guard. They are often
mounted on two-by-fours, which are then fixed
to pilings by lagbolts, but many are also
mounted directly on dock supports and coexist compatibly with foot and boat traffic.
Local volunteer stewards for the colonies
open the boxes when the first martins begin to
arrive, read the birds’ legbands to ascertain
their provenance, monitor the birds’ activities
to estimate the optimal time for chick-banding,
and clean and close the nest boxes when the
birds have migrated south.
Purple martins are aerial insectivores,
which means they eat dragon flies, flying ants,
beetles and moths. The sun and warmth of
most days in late June, July and August among
our islands encourages blooms of the big
insects the birds need to regain their health, lay
their eggs and feed their young.
Their food preferences and the fact that they
are exclusively aerial insectivores makes them
extremely vulnerable to weather events that
jeopardize their food supply. Two or three days
of cool, wet or windy weather can push insects
out of the air and put the martins at serious risk
of nesting delay, nest failure, or chick
starvation.
About mid-to-late April adult martins (2+
years old) begin to arrive; sub-adults (1-year
olds) follow 4-6 weeks later, but the arrival
times of both groups can be influenced
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Boaters’ delight. Russell Island marine park, at the mouth of Salt Spring’s Fulford Harbour, was settled by
Hawaiians as early as 1886. Douglas fir, arbutus and Garry oak dominate its forest cover, with stands of
shore pine rimming its edges. Open meadows of native grasses host yearly blooms of camas lilies. It
even has an historic, in keeping, island house.

New transmission line ready to power Northwest BC
Construction and commissioning of BCHydro’s
new Northwest Transmission Line is complete
and the line is now in service, says BCHydro.
The 344-kilometre line extends BCHydro’s
power grid north from Terrace into an area rich
in mining and clean energy potential. The line
will provide clean power to new industrial
developments and serve as a connection point
for clean power projects, like AltaGas’s Forrest
Kerr hydroelectric project. The new Red Chris
mine will be the first mine to use power from the
line this fall.
Local communities will benefit from
increased access to clean hydro-electric power,
in turn reducing their dependence on local

diesel generation, improving service reliability,
and resulting in fewer greenhouse gas
emissions.
The line, which began construction in
January 2012, includes 1,100 transmission
structures and 2,100 kilometres of wires
through some of BC's most remote and
challenging terrain.
BCHydro also built a new substation near
Bob Quinn Lake for the line and added
additional equipment to the Skeena Substation
near Terrace to integrate the line into BCHydro’s
system. Over its three years of construction, the
project created about 840 person-years of
employment. 0
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significantly by weather conditions along their
migration route. After their long migration
(11,000 km) they take some time to recuperate,
regain their body weight and come into
breeding condition. This is especially critical for
the female birds, because making eggs takes a
lot of energy.
Then they begin nestbuilding, egg-laying
and incubation. Once eggs begin to hatch in
July the parents will be busy feeding for the
next month, and it is most entertaining to
watch the food deliveries to eager chicks in the
doorways of their boxes.
Chicks are banded when they are between
9 and 19 days old. (They fledge at about 28 days
old.) Banding allows GBEARS to track the birds
across their hatching and nesting sites
throughout the Georgia Basin, to calculate the
longevity of individual birds and to assess the
health and productivity of the BC population.
On the Southern Islands at banding time, in
mid-to-late July, a certified bander from
GBEARS comes from Nanaimo and visits the
colonies over two or three days, accessing the

nest boxes mounted on docks by means of a
ladder and on pilings in the water by means of
local boats. Local colony stewards serve as
hosts and helpers.
Each island's participation in this project
has been enhanced greatly by the efforts of
many volunteers, by financial support from
local Islands Trust local committees and
conservancies, and by generous help from staff
of the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve when
a boat is required to access nestboxes for chick
banding and maintenance in colonies that are
within the Reserve. Parks Canada staff also
manage the colonies on Sidney Island.
The western purple martins’ story of
recovery is an inspirational one. While they are
with us, the air is full of their beautiful calls and
graceful flight. Their behaviours are fascinating
to watch, and their life cycle is an awesome
achievement, considering their 22,000km
round trip journey between hemispheres for
our summer's bounty of insects for their young
and a mild winter’s rest in Brazil.
For more info: www.georgiabasin.ca. 0
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