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Super-class
ferries delivery
foofaraw

Why are you changing the Friday evening
schedule?
As traffic increases to the Southern Gulf Islands in
the fall and spring shoulder seasons, the Friday
evening sailing between Tsawwassen and the
Southern Gulf Islands has presented a number of
challenges including:
• Excess demand for first sailing
• Excess
capacity
on
second
sailing
(underutilized vehicle deck)
• Last-minute travel changes through Swartz Bay
for stand-by traffic (when first sailing reaches
capacity)
• Lengthy travel time for Saturna customers
• Late arrivals for Salt Spring customers (often
after midnight)
• Challenging traffic management at Tsawwassen
terminal
• Delays caused by complex multi-port load on
completely full sailings
• On-time performance challenges

With less than forty days to go before the
first vessel sets sail from Europe to British
Columbia, BC Ferries reports that
preparations for the arrival of its new
Super C-class ferries is proceeding
according to plan. All three new vessels
are on schedule and under budget.
The first of the new vessels, the
Coastal Renaissance, will depart the
shipyard in Flensburg, Germany on
September 21. BC Ferries will be hosting
a special British Columbia barbecue at
the shipyard to mark this major
milestone.
‘Everyone associated with this project,
from Flensburg to the hundreds of BC
Ferries’ staff who have worked on it in
Germany and in British Columbia, have
done a remarkable job preparing for the
delivery,’ said David Hahn, BC Ferries’
president and CEO. ‘This is one of the
biggest new vessel initiatives in BC
Ferries’ history.’
The program for these ships has
received broader focus following the
announcement in June that each of the
three Super Cs will be outfitted with
customized graphics promoting the 2010
Olympic and Paralympic Games.
Enroute to BC, the ships will make stops

FERRIES Q & A. please turn to page 5

SUPER FERRIES, please turn to page 11
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An Islands’ institution—on August 4, Salt Spring’s Mouat's Trading Company celebrated its 100th birthday
with a parade, speeches and birthday cake.

The SPP: Lunn signs, Greens oppose
On July 23 in Victoria, Natural Resources
Minister and Saanich Gulf Islands MP, Gary
Lunn, met Georgina Kessel, Secretary of Energy
for Mexico, and US Secretary of Energy Samuel
W Bodman. They signed an agreement to cooperate on energy science and technology. They
also recommitted their countries to
harmonizing energy-efficiency standards on
some consumer products; recently, standards
have been aligned on refrigerators, air
conditioners, and large electric motors.
This agreement is a small part of the
Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP),
through which the leaders of Canada, the US,
and Mexico are pursuing the creation of an
‘integrated energy market.’ The meeting was
one of several held in advance of the SPP
‘Leaders’ Summit’ held at Montebello, Quebec
on August 20 and 21.
(For further information on the SPP, see
‘Executive Government and the SPP’, page 2.)
The ‘integrated’ market is expected to lead to
a tripling of Alberta’s tar sands oil production
by 2015, implying significant increases in
energy use (for tar sands processing) and
greenhouse gas production (from tar sands
processing).
Among many Canadian organizations
currently protesting the SPP is the Green Party.
‘Who is Lunn really serving when he works
to subvert Canada’s energy, social and
environmental security by allowing our
resources to be siphoned off down south?’ says
Andrew Lewis, Natural Resources critic for the
Green Party of Canada and nominated

candidate for the Saanich—Gulf Islands riding.
‘And why have the local Liberals, who talk
green, become so mute?’
The SPP has received little mainstream
press coverage. It is an arrangement with the
US and Mexico that seeks to integrate the
military, security, trade, economic, energy,
regulatory and foreign polices of the three
countries. The Green Party says that it is more
all-encompassing than NAFTA, and is a step
towards the creation of a North American
Union, without input from ordinary citizens.
The SPP, they say, will make it even easier for
the US to access Canada’s natural resources,
weaken Canadian food safety, health and
environmental regulations, and erode
Canadian sovereignty.
Lewis notes that the Martin Liberals began
the SPP process in 2005 while current party
leader Stéphane Dion was Environment
Minister.
‘How can the Environment Minister not
know about plans to increase tar sands
development three-to-five-fold?’ asks Lewis,
‘and was he the only Liberal Minister in the
dark? This demonstrates once again that we
need to elect Green Party MPs to help stop the
corporate globalism agenda of both the
Conservatives and the Liberals, and stop selling
off Canada.’
The Green Party of Canada says it would
scrap the SPP and invoke the six month clause
to rescind NAFTA. A Green Party summit was
held in Ottawa on August 20 to discuss these
issues with US ‘Greens.’ ✐

New Tsawwassen–SGI
Friday Evening Schedule
BC Ferries’ Question & Answers

EBC maps ridings for FPTP and BC-STV
The
provincial
Electoral
Boundaries
Commission (EBC) has published its
preliminary report making recommendations
for riding boundaries for both the current single
member per riding (first-past-the-post (FPTP))
system, and for the proposed BC Single
Transferable Vote (BC-STV) structure. The
Commission will now accept public comment at
a series of Hearings starting on September 5,
and through the Commission website.
The proposed rearrangement of the existing
single member FPTP ridings has resulted in two
additional MLAs, from today’s 79 to a proposed
81, and reflects the increasing dominance of the
province’s urban areas with three less seats in

the rural areas of the province, four new
electoral districts in the Lower Mainland, and
one additional district, in the Okanagan. The
primary consideration in the Commissions
work was ‘representation by population.’

Proportional
Representation System
BC-STV ridings, on the other hand, may have
between two and seven members. When 58% of
British Columbians voted in favour of adopting
the Single Transferable Vote system in a 2004
referendum, the proposed riding boundaries
had not been worked out. The EBC design has
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Valdy and Synergy entertain a laid-back audience at Fulford Days, Salt
Spring’s south end community celebration.

BOUNDARIES, please turn to page 6

We are reorganizing and adding to our Archives—visit often to get
the news and background to current hot topics. PDF articles are
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‘Executive Government’ and the SPP
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n August 20 and 21, the third Security and Prosperity
Partnership (SPP) ‘summit’ of US President George W
Bush, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper, and
Mexican President Felipe Calderon is being held at Montebello,
Quebec. As before, the agenda is secret, and the site defended on
a 25-mile perimeter by security forces, reportedly including US
troops.
At press time, it appears that ‘peaceful demonstrations’ may
be tolerated nearby; in the meantime, anti-SPP meetings and
rallies have been occurring across Canada, and a number of US
states have been debating anti-SPP resolutions.
The SPP represents a remarkable confluence of the trend
towards what might be politely termed ‘executive government;’
the increasing influence of big business on government; and the
continued efforts by the United States to achieve both energy
security and an expanded defensive perimeter through the ‘cooperation’ of Mexico and Canada.
Certainly the SPP is a remarkable exercise in trying to kill
several birds with one stone.
Yet Canada could exercise considerable influence over the
SPP should it so choose. But up to now, it does not appear to have
so chosen. So far, it has borne the SPP’s incursions upon its
sovereignty with heroic (some might say even typically
Canadian) forbearance.
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The SPP Agenda
Little is known (because little has been revealed) about the SPP
agenda, except that it appears to include much of government:
trade, economic, and regulatory policy; energy supply; civil and
border security; and military coordination. The business lobby
groups which claim to influence the SPP have even broader
agendas; this adds to the suspicion and leads to justifiable
speculation about ‘deep integration,’ a common currency, and so
on. Reports from the actual ‘summits’ admit to accomplishments
so modest as to invite the suspicion that somehow something has
been left out.
The SPP is claimed to be neither a treaty nor an agreement;
in fact, say the leaders, nothing has ever been signed. This
means, of course, that there is nothing for Parliament, Congress,
or the Mexican Congreso to debate. And anyway, who could
argue the need for Prosperity, joined since 9/11 by its fearful
cousin, Security? And is it not reasonable that these three leaders
should get together at least once a year?

Executive Government
On the face of it, it’s quite reasonable, even if there is no obvious
reason to meet. But growing public mistrust of the SPP and the
‘summits’ is rooted in the governing styles of the three leaders,
particularly the US President, George W Bush. Mr Bush, besides
styling himself ‘commander in chief,’ and declaring a
preemptive, perpetual ‘war on terror,’ has shown both gross
favouritism towards US business interests and a particular
contempt for congress. (We have all learned a great deal about
the Constitution of the US through his attempts to circumvent
it.) He has stretched the doctrine of ‘executive privilege’ well
beyond any previous president, and may well have inflicted
lasting damage on Americans’ civil liberties.
The apparent acquiescence of Prime Ministers Martin and
Harper and Presidentes Fox and Calderon has raised public
concern in both Canada and Mexico as to whether their leaders
are adopting a similar style. Even leaving aside the remarkable
insouciance demonstrated by Mr Bush, the governing style owes
more to business than to representative democracy; it is far more
‘top-down’ than ‘bottom-up’.

Governing like a business
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Governments ‘of the people, by the people, and for the people’ (to
coin a phrase) are supposed to be transparent, accountable,
responsible, just, satisfy multiple objectives (including some that
aren’t easily measurable) and sovereign over all the nation’s
affairs. They must compromise, may be bureaucratic (and not
very efficient, though what that means in government is a fit
topic for debate), and often slow. Change occurs not only
through regular elections, but also through the influence of new
ideas. Finally, democratic governments are expected to
demonstrate moral leadership and consistency.
The capitalist enterprise, on the other hand, is unabashedly
amoral, optimizes to only one bottom line, and takes commands
from the top (as the military). It is characterized by secrecy, and
is accountable only to its owners. While it seeks security and
depends on the rule of law as enforced by sovereign
governments, it also regards many of those laws, and national
borders, as obstacles to trade. While it has ‘all the powers of a
natural person’ it does not assume the same moral responsibility.
What, then, might we expect of a ‘government run like a
business’? First and foremost, a notable amorality. Second, the
strict management of information. Third, an impatience with

and intolerance of the normal processes of representative
government. Fourth, a remarkable singlemindedness, probably
coupled with a reluctance to countenance alternative opinions.
Fifth, a natural affinity for the interests of business and, quite
likely, the military. Sixth, a willingness, even eagerness, to
exercise power well beyond any popular mandate.
These are the characteristics, of course, of a nascent
dictatorship. They do not fit comfortably into the culture of a
constitutional democracy. Mr Bush is not the first government
leader to demonstrate this.

The North American Competitiveness
Council
The domination of business interests over North American
governments is well established. Their chief triumph is the
creation of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
which opened the Canadian and Mexican borders to the free
movement of goods (and to a carefully limited extent, labour)
while at the same time permitting business to take advantage of
differences in environmental and social policies (lack of
environmental law in Mexico, universal health care in Canada).
And just in case, it also included the notorious Chapter 11, which
facilitated legal attacks by corporations on government policies
which they felt disadvantaged them.
From a US national point of view, it also guaranteed US
access to Canada’s energy resources (but not Mexico’s), even to
the extent of limiting Canada’s access.
The first SPP ‘summit,’ in Crawford, Texas, in 2005,
established the SPP with a structure which appeared to volunteer
cabinet members and bureaucrats from all three governments to
work together on hundreds of specific, but only vaguely
identified, problems. The second ‘summit,’ in Cancun, Mexico,
formally recognized the creation of the North American
Competitiveness Council (NACC), a handpicked group of ten
large corporation CEOs from each nation who would guide the
SPP working parties in accomplishing business aims. The NACC
also holds secret meetings, although a US organization, Judicial
Watch, has sued for access to its records under US law. The
Canadian Montebello ‘summit’ is the third in the series.

Preliminary Meetings
From the business point of view, the SPP is NAFTA-plus, without
the nuisance of further treaties or enabling legislation. In this
sense, the ‘business’ objectives are served in a fashion similar to
trade agreements: regulations and procedures which have been
established in each country pursuant to laws passed by elected
legislatures are later renegotiated. For example, a meeting of the
three energy ministers was held by Gary Lunn in Victoria in July,
and a meeting of trade representatives was hosted by Mr
Emerson in Vancouver this past week. (Curiously, Mr Emerson
described the changes made in NAFTA as ‘seemingly
innocuous.’) At such meetings, the SPP claims the last word for
business interests, without any further legislative review.
A corollary of this process is the importance assigned to
‘harmonization’ of regulations between the three countries. This
emphasis is at the expense of any consideration of the
circumstances which may have led to differences between the
rules in the three countries, or of their effectiveness in terms of
the public interest. In fact, in the sense that regulations of any
sort are frequently viewed by business as an ‘obstacle’ to trade,
this process will almost inevitably lead to a ‘race to the bottom,’
or at the very least, the adoption of US regulations in all three
countries.

Harmonizing Away Sovereignty
All three current leaders may be viewed as ideological soulmates
and enthusiasts for free markets (both Harper and Calderon are
economists by profession) but the historical and cultural
development of each nation, and its economic evolution, has led
to very different degrees of government involvement in
economic and social programs. These may well evolve over time,
although minority (Canada) or dysfunctional (US: Republican
president, Democratic congress) governments are unlikely to
make significant changes. The SPP, on the other hand, aims to
make permanent changes, difficult to alter without negotiation
with the SPP ‘partners.’ While this may be far from the creation
of a single continental government, or a North American Union,
it clearly inhibits evolutionary development, particularly in
Canada and Mexico.
The SPP aims to harmonize the big things, as well as the little
ones. In this sense, it is a clear invasion of national sovereignty.
While it seems unlikely that the SPP would lead to any form of
constitutional realignment, the sponsorship of the two
presidents and the prime minister of this continuing process
locks them, at a minimum, into an implied commitment to coSPP COMMENTARY, please turn to page 11
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
ugust seems to fly by, while June and
July are languid and easy! School
starts in just over a week and lots of
our young summer workforce are leaving for
university.
Jam! Jelly! Pies! This is the season for
harvests wild and harvests cultivated. Right
now, from middle California to northern BC,
kids and ladies with pails and purplepricked fingers are wandering dusty lanes
and reaching and reaching for that best
blackberry.
We humans are longtime berry pickers
and eaters. Some little part of our brain
probably lights up as we spy a ripe luscious
black, salal, salmon or blueberry! I love this
time of the year, as it is so full of inspiration
for delicious food from right at home on
Saturna—ripe apples, beans, plums, figs,
potatoes and much more.
All summer Campbells have been selling
vegetables from their big garden at the
Saturday Summer Market. Dedicated to
local good food and good eating, Byron
Estes, Pegi Harroff, Elizabeth McColl and
the Saturna Club have given help and
encouragement with getting the eagerly
snapped up produce to the market.
Our King apple crop is not up to par this
year (even given alternating years of bumper
crops and ‘resting’ crops). I wonder why;
perhaps less groundwater available or less
bee pollination?
We are picking figs and the bald-faced
wasps that usually share a large percentage
of the crop are not there at all.
With so many reports and pictures of the
effects of global warming and its relation to
food production I am grateful for all we do
have.
The Rec Centre held a third anniversary
celebration of its opening on August 4. Mr
Music spun the platters, the food was good
and everyone had fun. There was a good mix
of Islanders and off-Islanders to enjoy the
summer occasion.

A

LTC Meeting
The Saturna Island Local Trust Committee
met on Wednesday, August 15. About 30
people were present to hear the
deliberations and to comment.
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The agenda was very full. Larry Page has
an application for a change of use from
residential to commercial to build a new
dock at Saturna Beach; Geord Holland has
an application for numerous changes to
allow him to put in residential units at East
Point Ocean Resort; the Saturna
Community Club has an application to
create a bylaw to designate the Community
Hall a heritage building.
Decisions were made as to how the
community will handle short-term vacation
renting. There was an application for a lot
line adjustment at the corner of Mill and
Boot Cove Roads, and further discussion on
an application by Illio Bertolami.

Late Summer Events
The Saturna Lions Club will be having the
annual Dog and Dogs Show. This fun event has
been going on for years at the Saturna Ball Field
in Winter Cove. All dogs are welcome to
participate in the many classes, which are
arranged to show off every canine physical and
behavioural attribute. There will be a class in
which your dog and you will shine. This event is
highly entertaining and, as is the case with dogs,
there are always unexpected moments of
hilarity for the audience and embarrassment
for the owners. Hot dogs and fixings will be for
sale at the show.
For water enthusiasts and fun lovers, the
Ninth Annual Saturna Island Regatta is on
August 24–26. Saturna will host and welcome
visiting and local yachts—conviviality is the
order of the day with racing and eating as the
activities! Interested skippers or crews can
contact Richard 539-3217.
Jazz impresario Paul White is presenting the
10th Annual Jazz Dance at the community hall
on Saturday, September 1. A classic jazz band
will preside under the leadership of Toni
Blodgett of Victoria, who has assembled ‘Toni’s
Jazz Troupe’ from the best musicians in the
capital city. Our hall with its fabulous acoustics
and lovely dance floor is the perfect venue and
many people look forward to this event.
Proceeds from the bar will go to the Saturna
Arts and Concert Society. Appetizers will be
offered. Call Paul White 250-539-9883 for
tickets.

New riding boundaries draw comment
Patrick Brown
The preliminary report of the BC Electoral
Boundaries Commission included both a
rearrangement of riding boundaries to be used
under the existing first-past-the-post system,
which has one MLA per riding, and the
proposed Single Transferable Vote system,
which may have anywhere from two to seven
MLAs per riding.
Public Hearings will be held on the report in
September, October, and November (see
below).

The story of a shipwreck, of betrayal, love and
forgiveness brewed a storm in Mouat Park this
summer. The Tempest, presented by Graffiti
Theatre brought the magic of Shakespeare to
the woodland stage. Audiences brought their
own lawn chairs or found a seat on a row of hay
bales to enjoy a first class evening of theatre
under the stars.
The woods surrounding the stage became
part of the set as spirits danced in and out of the
shadows on all sides of the audience. The twotiered stage was simply designed with rustic
wood and canvas sheets, but any simplicity in
the sets was compensated for by the wonderful
delicate costume creations of Ayla McInnich.
Prospero (Mort Ransen) and Miranda
(Amber Lewis) lead a cast of professional actors
in an entertaining and engaging portrayal of
island magic. The imagery of a wilderness
island story played in the woods on another
island wasn’t lost on the audience and the
lighthearted play brought out smiles and
chuckles that evidenced a very entertaining
evening.

Mouat’s Centennial
Mouat’s Hardware store celebrated 100 years in
business on August 4. The festivities began with
a parade. Local businesses, the Legion Pipe
Band, the Salt Spring Classic Car Club and
senior members of the Mouat family marched
along main street. The hit of the parade was the
Organized Khaos Band, a percussion group
using found instruments to make their music.
Speeches and cake marked the occasion.
Twenty families with 100-or-more years of
historic roots on the Island had set up

The New BC-STV
Boundaries

Changes in the Existing
Ridings

The Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) said
that the release of the Electoral Boundaries
Commission report provides the answer to a
key piece of information that was missing from
the 2005 referendum on voting reform: what
the boundaries of a new voting system would
look like.
‘A more proportional voting system will
mean the person chosen by most voters is
actually elected,’ said Maureen Bader, BC
director of the CTF. ‘A Single Transferable
Voting system (STV) will give voters more
choice at election time. With a system that
translates those choices into seats, we will no
longer be represented by the person most of us
didn’t vote for.’
During BC’s May 17, 2005 election, the
referendum on electoral reform resulted in
57.69% of eligible voters voting in favour of
STV, just 2.3 per cent shy of the required 60%.
This occurred among more than 50% of voters
in 77 of the 79 ridings, well above the minimum
48 ridings required.
Premier Campbell said at the time that the
fact that a clear majority voted for electoral
reform is ‘significant … there is clearly some
hunger to see an improvement.’ The election on
May 12, 2009 will include a referendum
question on STV, giving the voters of BC
another opportunity to vote on electoral
reform.
Fair Vote BC Chair Bruce Hallsor agreed.
‘We congratulate the Boundaries Commission

There was little comment on the proposed
changes to the existing ridings, while politicians
are still analyzing what effect this might have on
the vote in their own riding.
Premier Campbell described the new EBC
report as ‘provocative’, noting the impact of
changes in the province’s population.
Opposition leader Carole James expressed
her concern over the loss of seats in rural BC,
‘An area that’s already been hurt over the last
six years by this government, whether it’s by
school closures, health-care cutbacks or loss of
government services.’
NDP commentator David Schreck notes:
‘You can’t find anything that looks like NDP
Leader Carole James’ constituency of ‘VictoriaBeacon Hill’ on the map for proposed electoral
boundaries in Victoria’s Capital Region, nor can
you find anything like Harry Lali’s constituency
of ‘Yale Lillooet’ on the new map for the
Cariboo–Thompson; part of it would be swept
into ‘Cariboo–Fraser’ and part of it would go
into the Okanagan region. Prince George would
go from being the centre where three Liberal
ridings with ‘Prince George’ in the name share
boundaries, to being entirely within the
southwest corner of the new riding of
‘Fraser–Fort George’.’
‘Changes like these,’ Schreck continued,
‘And dozens of lesser ones, drive the six-figure
income set, incumbent MLAs, crazy worrying
about their nomination and future election
prospects. Voters want a fair system;

RIDINGS COMMENT, please turn to page 6

SATURNA, please turn to page 9

SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMISSION

Salt Spring Sagas ~ Gail Neumann
The Tempest

incumbent MLAs want job security.
Redistribution (changing riding boundaries)
means that politicians of all political stripes
have to start over in building new constituency
associations and winning nominations in new
ridings; some have much more work to do than
others when riding by riding comparisons are
made between the current and proposed
constituencies.’

information booths along the boardwalk to
share photos, and memorabilia from the past.
Many of the booths became magnets for groups
of old friends and family members to reminisce.

Old Timer’s Reunion
More reminiscing took place when Salt Spring
families with Island roots of fifty years or more
met at the fair grounds to reacquaint
themselves with old friends who had moved
away.
Several Island families had scheduled
reunions the same weekend. So over 650
people registered for the event including
members from the McLennan, Akerman,
Mouat, Lee, Stark, Byron, Trage, Maxwell,
Stevens, Laundry, Sampson, Cunningham
families—and too many others to name. Several
of the families can tie their ancestors’ names to
Island placenames. Families had set up displays
that included old photos and family trees.
Displays of school photos from before the
turn of the century to the mid 1960s lured
almost all the guests and the photos initiated
stories and delighted laughter. From the eager
smiles, one can only surmise that growing up
on Salt Spring held many good memories.
Many of the people in the pictures were
identified, but attendees filled in some missing
names. Everyone in attendance wore nametags
with their own name and their family’s name(s)
from the past. The greatest sport of the day
seemed to be zeroing in on nametags and
making connections.
The Old Timer’s Reunion comes about
every five years so anyone who missed the event
and should have been there has lots of time to
mark their calendar for the next one. ✐

COMMISSION VACANCIES
Positions on the SGIEMC will become available on September 30, 2007.
Commission vacancies are as follows: one from Galiano; one from Saturna; one from South
Pender; two from Mayne; and two from North Pender.
The term is for two years, requiring one meeting each month in Saanich and the applicant
should be prepared to provide input as a Commission member in the event of a disaster or an
emergency within the Southern Gulf Islands.
The members presently representing their island may or may not wish to stand for a further
two-year term, but any elector of the Southern Gulf Islands is welcome to apply.
The approval of the CRD Board of Directors will be based upon the recommendation of this
Commission.
Please state all particulars of your qualifying experience that may be considered pertinent to:
P.O. Box 3, Pender Island, V0N 2M0, before September 14, 2007, clearly marked
‘Commission Application’.
Enquiries may be directed to the Commission’s Chair, Jim Muirhead, 250-629-3867.

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Editorial: All Mixed Up
18,500 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

11,000 copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

7,500 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney, Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo
www.islandtides.com

You’ve probably the heard the not-so-old, American joke about
the Middle East, ‘How did our oil get under their sand anyway?
The latest version, said referring to Canada, ‘How did our oil get
mixed up in their sands?’
The truth is that energy corporations, mostly US-owned,
together with the Alberta government, are gleefully pushing the
development of tar sands oil extraction as fast as possible to meet
the insatiable appetite of the US for energy. Some estimates
anticipate that oil sands production will increase five times
within the first quarter of this century. That’s five times the oil,
five times the energy needed to extract it (or five times the
current supply of natural gas), five times the water, and five
times the atmospheric pollution and greenhouse gases.
The US gets the oil—we’ve agreed to that, under NAFTA—and
we get the environmental destruction, the emissions from
production and processing, and the gas and water shortages.
Maybe it’s time we made sure that Canada got the oil it needs.
Right now, we import oil from the Middle East and Europe so we
can drive cars in eastern Canada.

Readers’ Letters
Not A Majority—Two Fixes

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

Dear Editor:
Referring to the Island Tides’ August 9, 2007 editorial
expressing that Gary Lunn, MP does not represent his Gulf
Island constituents’ values. While this may be true, you seem to
miss some obvious solutions.
As you state, Mr Lunn won with 37% of the vote. Not a
mandate; not a majority. Here are two solutions:
1. Urge the Canadian government to adopt one of the
electoral systems of proportional representation. This is the
democratic method of electing government officials. If 37% of
this riding's voters are Conservative, they would only have 37%
of the power. The other 63% of the voters deserve representation
of their political values also.
All but four ‘democracies’ of the world use one of the forms
of proportional representation. The USA and Canada are two of
those four.
2. The other possible solution. The principal parties: Green,
Liberal, NDP could band together for one election. If only one of
the parties put up a candidate, Mr Lunn’s days as a MP would be
over. Mr Lunn counts on multi-party vote splitting to maintain
his power.
I may be a new Gulf Island’s resident, but I am not new to
political science. Too often, political activists and parties do not
practice the practical aspects of the political art form.
Curt Firestone, Salt Spring Island

Dan Osborne, President
Grant Blandford, Sales

Don’t Lump Greens with Any Other
Parties
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Dear Editor:
I am disappointed and surprised in Island Tides’ editorial
(August 9-22). How can you lump the Greens with the Liberals
who initiated and remain supportive of SPP, NAFTA, nuclear
power, export of asbestos, and are against electoral reform?
You make a rather feeble call for change but offer absolutely
nothing other than wishful thinking. Local Greens have always
and continue to be open to ideas and dialogue with other parties
as long as it is conducted with respect.
You and others are welcome to find ways to build these
bridges but my job as Green candidate is to hold all the other
Parties to account and offer a real vision for Canada.
This will be my third run as a federal Green Party candidate.
My experience so far is that the other parties will continue to use
fear and doubt to manipulate voters while offering no real
change. I remain hopeful however that sooner or later the voters
of Saanich–Gulf Islands will say to hell with vote splitting, and
elect our first Green MP. The result will probably be in the low to
mid 30% for a Green victory; will you complain then?
Andrew Lewis, Green Party of Canada, Saanich-Gulf Islands

Meeting Island Tides at Horseshoe Bay
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BC’s best wild-only salmon,
live local crab, fresh halibut
& other seasonal seafood

FOR ADVANCE ORDERS
call 250-537-3474 or
email fish@saltspring.com

THURSDAYS
10am-1pm: Poets Cove, S. Pender
1:30-5pm: Port Browning, N. Pender

FRIDAYS
11am-5pm: Maple Bay, Vancouver Is.

SATURDAYS
9am-1pm: Sturdies Bay, Galiano
1:30-5pm: Miners Bay, Mayne

SUNDAYS
11am-5pm: Montague Marina, Galiano

Maybe it’s time we figured out a way to export the
environmental damage to the US, along with the oil they buy. Or
maybe they should be paying us for the damage, despite the fact
that it is traditionally characterized by economists (our Prime
Minister is one) as ‘externalities’ and not part of the cost.
Governor Schwarzenegger of California has a neat idea: why
not base fuel-use tax on all the emissions produced; on
extraction and refining emissions as well as when it’s burned in
automobiles? That way, the taxation on gasoline made from tar
sands oil would reflect real-cost accounting and would be several
times that of gasoline from conventional sources.
Old Alberta hand Peter Lougheed says there is going to be a
nasty constitutional collision when the federal environmental
authorities meet the provincial research extraction authorities.
Maybe the Supreme Court has to decide who gets to collect the
carbon tax.
The conclusion: none of these governments has a clue what to
do about runaway tar sands development. We’ve ‘left it to the
market’ and it’s going to be a hell of a mess. ✐

Dear Editor:
I forget which high-ranking officer said: ‘Time spent on
reconnaissance is seldom wasted.’ It could well have been my
wife. In any event, having failed to get to West Van’s excellent
library during my weekly visit to Bigtown, I found myself facing
a two-sailing ferry wait at Horseshoe Bay with—horror upon
horror—not as much as a ketchup bottle label to read. For me,
that’s a fate worse than a root canal.
So, faced with the seven-hour trip to Langdale my
nightmare journey eventually became, desperate measures and

Starting September 4, 2007, BC Ferries'
Fall/Winter/Spring schedule between Tsawwassen
and the Southern Gulf Islands will include an
improved Friday night schedule during the
shoulder seasons (September 7 - October 12,
2007; March 20, 21, 2008; May16 - June 20,
2008).
This new schedule is designed to balance
available capacity with travel demand through
increased car deck utilization and enhanced
customer service through improved on-time
performance.
Printed copies of the new schedule will be
available starting August 25, 2007. For full
schedule details, visit www.bcferries.com.

a village recce seemed necessary. It was just a question of which
should come first—food for the intellect, or fodder for the, now,
rumbling inner man. Though sustenance and Troll’s won by a
short head, the halibut and chips were followed in quick time
by some serious, though fruitless scouring of any of the few
open Horseshoe Bay emporia that looked as though they might
sell reading material.
Not a chance. Horseshoe Bay on a grey Thursday evening is
a literary desert. And that, I thought—reconciling myself to
another four or five hours of dreary nothingness—was that.
But help was in sight. I’d already raided the Grope and Flail
news box—a good bucksworth if ever there was one. But I knew
that even when I’d worked my way through it and its cryptic
crossword, I’d still be left staring vacantly at the patiently
waiting punters and their vehicles for several hours to come.
The notional National Post box was empty, The Sun and
Province—well, the less said about those the better—but the box
at the end of the row seemed to be stuffed to the gunwhales. So
it was there, for the first time, that I met this neat little newspaper
quaintly called Island Tides.
As it happened, it proved a delightful antidote to the heavyduty world, BC and business news that are the Globe’s staple fare
Enjoying all the Islands’ tit-bits that have so much in common
with my own community on the Sunshine Coast, it carried me
neatly up to boarding time when the ferry finally docked
sometime after 9pm.
Having been in the line-up since 3:20pm, I’d like to say that
thanks to the ‘Tides,’ the time simply flew by. It didn’t, but as
your newspaper’s banner proudly says, it bridged another gulf
and gained another fan, albeit not one who in the strictest sense
can call himself an Islander.
But just as I’m a regular Thursday Vancouver visitor, you can
be sure in future that I’ll be a regular Tides reader.
It’s a pity I'll have to wait two weeks between issues. But for
all that, it's a great community newspaper. And dollar-for-dollar,
much better value than the Globe and Mail.
Barrie Wall, Gibson Landing

Genuine Grassroots Leadership
Needed to Avoid Harper Majority
Dear Editor:
Now that Conservative politicians have out flanked us on
Afghanistan and turned up the heat on Layton, May and Dion
with climate change, will centre/left voters be able to motivate
political parties to focus on making actual gains for the
progressive community? There is a leadership vacuum that
exists in Canada’s progressive political scene that will only help
deliver a Conservative majority government.
One of the country’s most glaring examples of disharmony
and ego among the centre/left exists right here in Saanich–Gulf
Islands (S–GI). Here we have a Conservative cabinet minister
who has thrust himself to the forefront of the energy industry, in
what many would suggest is a suicidal political maneuver for a
politician representing a renowned ‘green riding.’ Why is ‘Dirty
Gary’ doing this? Because the centre/left is tripping all over itself
in complete disarray, as three green candidates dutifully line up
to split the vote and deliver this seat to Harper’s Conservatives.
Watch for Canada’s cabal of neo-conservatives to trumpet
Lunn’s pending victory as some type of endorsement of their
LETTERS, please turn to next page

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40 • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Now till August 30

Sat & Sun, Sept 1 & 2

Paintings by Eha Onno—more than 30
canvasses
plus
photographs
and
art cards • Morning Bay Vineyard,
6621 Harbour Hill Drive • Wednesday to
Sunday, 10am–5pm • Children welcome;
admission free • Info: 250-629-8351,
www.morningbay.ca • ON PENDER ISLAND

Labour Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler pool,
family changerooms, steam, sauna, swirlpool, and length
swimming • 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal
Oak exit) • SAT: 1-5pm; SUN 10am-noon & 1-5pm. • Note: pool
closed for annual maintenance Sept 3-16, re-opens Sept 17 • Info:
24-hour Swimline 250-475-7620 • IN VICTORIA

Saturdays till September

Sat to Mon, Sept 1 to 3

Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great
food, listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info:
Deborah Roberts, 250-539-2107 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

140th Annual Saanich Fair—‘come celebrate
our birthday’, this year features ‘the pioneer’; new
crafter’s corner, increased midway • 1528 Stelly’s
Crossroad • SAT/SUN: 9am–late evening; MON:
9am–6pm • Admission: Adults $9 ($8 Mon),
Seniors/Youth $5 ($4 Mon), Kids 6 & under
free, All-Day Midway Pass $27 ($22 Mon) •
Info: 250-652-3314, www.saanichfair.ca •
IN SAANICHTON

Thursdays, August 30 & Sept 6
Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS AUG 30: Crossing
the Bridge: The Sound of Istanbul (2006) For lovers of the music
and culture of Turkey and the Eastern Mediterranean; THURS
SEPT 6: The Wind that Shakes the Barley (2006) A sympathetic
look at Republicans in early 20th century Ireland, and two
brothers who are torn apart by anti-Brit rebellion • Community
Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org, click ‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs, Aug 23 to Sun, Sept 2
21st Annual Victoria Fringe Festival—nine
venues filled with live international comedy,
drama, dance, music, and poetry—see 10 shows for
just $65! • Fringekids Fest, Sat, Aug 25, 11am-4pm
in Market Square, is totally free, with live
entertainment, crafts, and more • Tickets & Info:
250-383-2663, www.victoriafringe.com • IN
VICTORIA

Sunday, August 26
‘Arts on the Avenue’ 9th Annual Street Arts Festival—
juried arts and fine crafts, one-day show and sale of many artists;
live entertainment all day, artists demos; silent art auction; enjoy
Ladysmith’s Heritage by the Sea • First Avenue at Roberts
Street, short drive from Crofton ferry terminal • 10am-4pm •
Info: 250-245-2259 • IN DOWNTOWN LADYSMITH

Saturday, September 1
Labour Day Weekend 10th Annual LIVE
Jazz Dance—a Saturna tradition! featuring
Toni Blodgett’s JAZZ TROUPE—dancing
and/or listening; cash bar, light fare
refreshments • Saturna Community Hall (200
yds from ferry terminal • 8-11pm • Advance
tickets $17.50, at the door $21 • Info & Tickets:
Paul White, 250-539-9883, jazzbeau@telus.net
• ON SATURNA ISLAND

Sat to Mon, Sept 1 to 3
An Evening of Art, Poetry and Soul Food—Creativity
Commons Collective and Press invites you to celebrate the
Galiano launch of our press, website and first publication •
SEPT 1: Book launch for Uninhabiting the Violence of Silencing
by Fabiola Nabil Naguib, an evening of great food, gratitude,
spunk, & spirit, South Community Hall, 7pm, $5 at the door •
SEPT 2 & 3: Re/orientings & Re/memberings: an exhibition
of works by Fabiola Nabil Naguib, South Community Hall,
11am to 4pm • Info: 250-539-9868, after Sept 1 visit
www.creativitycommons.org • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, Sept 6 to 9
Salt Spring Island GLBT Pride—SEPT 6: Art show at Barb’s,
5pm; SEPT 7: The Nylons at ArtSpring, 7:30pm; SEPT 8: Panel
Discussion: Human Rights in Iran and Canada, ArtSpring,
7:30pm: speakers from UN, CBC, Canada & Iran; Briony Penn as
moderator; Freedom Dance at Barb’s, 9:30pm; SEPT 9: Potluck
picnic, Ruckle Park, noon-5pm • Info: www.saltspring.com/glossi
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, September 13 to 16
Crimson Coast’s Annual InFrinGinG Dance Festival:
Dancing
the
Diaspora—multicultural
performances at MalU Theatre: Elmer &
Coyote: Byron Chief Moon, Karen Jamieson
(Aboriginal); In Praise of Wilderness: Anjali
(East Indian); Four Seasons: Yayoi Hirano
(Japan); Triapsora: Moving Dragon &
Orchid Ensemble (Chinese) • Forums,
roundtable discussions & more • Downtown
& all around • Tickets: Free to $18 • Info:
250-716-3230, www.crimsoncoastdance.org •
IN NANAIMO
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FERRIES Q & A from page 1
What are the objectives of the schedule change?
• More evenly distribute capacity on the route and improve
vessel utilization
• Reduce travel times for most Islands
• Improve on-time performance
When will this schedule be in effect?
From September 7 - October 12, 2007, March 20 & 21, 2008,
and May 16 - June 20, 2008.
What schedule will be in effect from October 2007
through March 2008?
The regular Friday evening schedule will remain in effect
during the low winter season when traffic does not result in
overloads on the first or second sailings.
What schedule will be in effect after June 20, 2008?
The regular summer schedule will be in effect after June 20,
2008.
What factors lead to the decision to implement the trial
schedule on a permanent basis?
BC Ferries saw improvements in:
• Car deck utilization
• Balancing available capacity with travel demand
• On-time performance
• Customer service
What adjustments did BC Ferries make to the schedule
that was initially proposed?
After receiving feedback from some customers that the 4:10
pm departure was too early for some customers, BC Ferries
revised the Route 5A schedule (Swartz Bay to Southern Gulf
Islands) so that customers travelling to Mayne and Saturna
Islands can catch the 8:15pm sailing from Tsawwassen and
transfer at Sturdies Bay.
BC Ferries also heard from some businesses on Galiano
Island that the 8:15pm departure was too late for weekenders to
arrive, so the schedule was revised to include Galiano as a stop
on the 4:10pm departure from Tsawwassen.
The schedule that will be implemented in Fall 07/Spring 08
also contains additional adjustments to certain sailings in the
trial schedule. The sailings were amended by 5-10 minutes to
better reflect actual on-time performance.
These revisions to the schedule were positively received by
the majority of customers.
Why can’t Pender Island customers also have the ability
to catch the 8:15 pm sailing?
BC Ferries is trying to balance the needs of five Islands with
only one vessel, the Queen of Nanaimo. While Pender Island
customers aren’t able to travel on the later sailing, Pender Island
actually receives the most direct service of the outer Gulf Islands
FERRIES Q & A, please turn to page 7

LETTERS from previous page
party and policies over the environmentalists and the loony left
even though the centre/left consistently captures a two-thirds
majority of this riding’s popular vote.
Is this not the ideal riding for May, Dion and Layton to strike
a deal? Of course that will probably not happen, even though
green politicians are running under every competing banner on
the ballot. Julian West, the former Green Party high level
executive has secured the NDP nomination. Briony Penn,
renowned enviro, is flying the Liberal flag and Andrew Lewis was
recently acclaimed by a staggering 18 members of the Green
Party. So why, on God’s Green Earth, are these people not
negotiating arrangements to take out ‘Dirty Gary?’ If they don’t,
people will have no choice but to vote ‘strategically,’ and even
then it probably won’t be enough to stop Gary Lunn capitalizing
on the split vote.
This leaves us with three largely ineffectual parties offering
little capacity to deliver anything but a fractured coalition of the
centre/left and a split vote. This is no better illustrated anywhere
in the country than in Saanich–Gulf Islands. Therefore, it is up
to the people of this riding to take democracy into their own
hands as has been done before in many examples of direct and
participatory democracy throughout history. Citizens of
Saanich–Gulf Islands should stand up for Canada and work hard
to see that they are properly represented after the next election.
They can do so by starting a process which nominates only
one of the three ‘green’ candidates to run in the upcoming
election. I urge SGI voters to take up the challenge, grab hold of
their destiny and pressure these parties to establish a
nomination process that delivers on the will of the majority of
this riding.
‘’It is obvious the organized political efforts of the centre/left
and the parties that claim to forward their interests are failing to
deliver for their constituency. It is equally obvious that coalescing
around a common front to forward similar political agendas is an
effective strategy. Therefore, if we are to build an effective
coalition of the centre-left, we should not do it with clever
politics, backroom deals and disingenuous overtures; rather it
should be approached in the same vein as the likes of Tommy
Douglas, who forwarded our values with brave and unrepentant
resolve. This can be done, by the people for the people in S–GI,
by uniting in a democratic effort that results in one strong

centre/left candidate to defeat the destructive agenda of Dirty
Gary and his neo-conservative cohorts.
Now what we need is leadership from the ground up that
genuinely delivers this strategy for progressive voters otherwise
the centre/left in its current disarray will only help Harper in his
quest for a majority government.
Kevin Logan, Cowichan Station
Kevin Logan is a former Ministerial Assistant to a BC Premier,
and the Ministers of Forests, Energy Mines and Northern
Development, as well as Aboriginal Affairs. He can be reached
at kevin.logan@shaw.ca.

Just Say ‘N0’ To Corporate Elitists
Trashing Canada’s Sovereignty
Dear Editor:
On August 20th, 2007 in Montebello, Quebec, US President
George W. Bush, Prime Minister Harper and Mexican President
Felipe Calderon are meeting to ratify a North American union
agreement called the Security and Prosperity Partnership of
North America (SPP).
This arrangement will result in ‘deep integration’ between the
countries of Canada, US and Mexico on economic and trade
issues, environmental protection measures, energy and security
concerns, foreign affairs and defense policies, and worst of all, it
will tie Canada closer to a militaristic US government.
The only Canadian group with any input into the SPP was the
Canadian Council of Chief Executives (CCCE) big business
lobbies who drafted most of the SPP’s 300 initiatives. Ten
members were chosen by Harper to form the (NACC) North
American Competitiveness Council a high-level advisory board
to ‘drive change’ towards the ‘New World Order’ which the likes
of President Bush, Dick Cheney, and Henry Kissinger fondly
label as the Project for a New American Century.
The public and most of our publicly elected officials have no
input into the SPP!
Why the silence and secrecy on these talks so that the

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

COAST COTTAGES
Affordable high quality Island Homes
Western Red Cedar
Material Packages to Lock-up
604.886.0917
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$189,900
TO

7

ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

WWW.CUSTOMCABINKITS.COM

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

majority of Canadians aren’t even aware their immediate future
is going to change drastically with ratification of the Agreement
affecting the food we eat, the air we breathe, and the human
rights and liberties we enjoy?
The majority of Canadians are resistant to this ‘style of
integration’ with the United States. A large percentage wish to
see Canada forge an ‘independent foreign and defense policy,’ a
Partnership with the US which protects Canada's energy and
water, immigration issues, and lastly an Agreement which
addresses real security concerns rather than the delusional
paranoia exhibited by our close neighbours ‘Dubya’ and Cronies.
Jeanette Campbell, Pender Island

Trust Not So bad, Needs To Be Local
Dear Editor:
I am responding to the letter from Sue Hiscocks and Jim Wright
as ‘former residents of the Gulf Islands who left in frustration
over the failure of the Trust to deal with many issues including
the failure of the Trust to fulfill their mandate to preserve and
protect the lifestyle and unique environment of the Gulf Islands,’
published in the August 9 Island Tides.
Sue and Jim would have a lot more credibility if in their
frustration they hadn’t moved a) to a large city; and b) to a city
that still dumps raw sewage directly into the water.
This brings up another matter. Why is it that the bulk of the
Islands Trust management and administration is situated in
Victoria? How hypocritical is that? While I think our elected
Trustees do a pretty good job, I fail to see how city bureaucrats
who neither live nor work on a Gulf Island can even begin to
understand the intricacies of life here. The Islands Trust should
be run by Gulf Islanders for Gulf Islanders. The Victoria office
should be broken up and relocated in a manner that better serves
the Islands and their people.
Bridget Merrillee, Gabriola Island
LETTERS, please turn to page 9
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Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.50) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep those
lovely letters coming. We paste them all in
our scrapbooks!

We permanently repair basements and
crawlspaces that are wet, smelly, damp, mouldy,
rotten, damaged, broken, cold…..call us!

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM

BC Arts Council grants for
local arts and cultural top
$5.5million
A recent round of BC Arts Council grants awarded to a variety of
arts and culture organizations, including music, visual arts,
literature, theatre and dance groups, topped $5.5 million. Grants
were also given to support public museums and to assist
individual artists throughout BC.
The British Columbia Arts Council is the province’s primary
agency for supporting arts and culture programs. In the
2005/2006 provincial budget, annual funding to the BC Arts
Council was $13.95 million.
To date, the BC Arts Council has provided over $144 million
in funding to assist artists and arts and cultural organizations
throughout the province. For more information on the British
Columbia Arts Council go to www.bcartscouncil.ca. ✐
BOUNDARIES from page 1
81 members to be elected in 20 larger ridings.
The members of the Commission are Justice Bruce Cohen
(chair), retired school district administrator Stewart Ladyman,
and BC’s chief electoral officer Harry Neufeld.

FPTP Ridings
The redistribution reflects a 10.4% growth in BC’s population
since 1996, on which the last redistribution was based. Much of
the increase has occurred in the Lower Mainland. The average
population of each riding is estimated at 50,874, with variations
of up to 25% allowed by the legislation to take into account
geographical and administrative considerations.
The ‘rebalancing’ was carried out in each of twelve geographic
regions. In alphabetical order, the Commission’s thinking:
Burnaby–New Westminster (currently 5 seats): four seats in
Burnaby, one in New Westminster for a total population of
261,348.
Cariboo–Thompson (currently 5 seats): four seats for a total
population of 189,128.
Columbia–Kootenay (currently 4 seats): three seats for a total
population of 144,827.
Fraser Valley (currently 8 seats): nine seats for a total
population of 459,707, with rapid growth.
Northern (currently 8 seats): seven seats for a total
population of 256,446; the North Coast and Northland ridings
have low population but enormous areas.
North Shore (currently 4 seats): four seats for a total
population of 210,163, but boundaries have been redrawn so
that all of the City of North Vancouver, is in one riding, along
with all three Squamish First Nation reserves.
Okanagan (currently 6 seats): seven seats, for a growing
population of 366,074, with expansion of the region to include
all of the Similkameen east of Manning Park, and the Boundary
communities to east of Christina Lake.
Richmond–Delta (currently 5 seats): five seats, for a total
population of 271,863.
Surrey (currently 7 seats): eight seats, for a total population
of 413,985, with significant boundary changes in North Surrey.
Tri-Cities (currently 3 seats, plus one shared with Burnaby):
four seats, for a growing population of 197,278.
Vancouver (currently 10 seats): eleven seats, for a growing
population of 590,243.
RIDINGS COMMENT from page 3
for respecting the recommendations of the Citizens’ Assembly in
holding the new STV districts to a workable size, while still
ensuring that the new system will produce fair proportionality
for BC voters.’
But KNOW STV, which had opposed the BC-STV proposal in
2005, disagreed.
KNOW STV Director Andrea Reimer says the ridings
proposed under STV would be huge, unrepresentative and
unaccountable to voters. And Reimer said many of the ridings
outlined by the BC Electoral Boundaries Commission would not
provide the fair proportional outcomes that STV supporters
claim the system creates.
‘The BC Electoral Boundaries Commission has done the
people of the province an enormous favour by clearly illustrating
exactly why the Single Transferable Vote would be a disaster for
British Columbia,’ Reimer said. ‘STV would create giant ridings
where many communities would not have local representation
and where the MLAs elected would have to serve ridiculously
large geographic areas.’
BC Green Party leadership candidate Damian Kettlewell
threw his support behind the report. ‘As a strong supporter of
electoral reform, I am glad that BC voters now have the
opportunity to see the proposed maps and ridings under STV,’
said Kettlewell. ‘I am sure that the majority of British
Columbians will realize that STV, as recommended by the BC
Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform, is a far superior

Photo: Paul Hutcheson

Pender Highlanders at the Canadian Legion’s Campbell River
Highland Gathering in June. The band placed 4th Best Pipe
Section, 4th Best Drum Section. Individual pipers: Sue Foote
placed 4th Chanter Section and Barbara Hutcheson, 2nd
Senior Adult.
Started several years ago by Jim Dunlop, the Pender
Highlanders are asked to play at functions all over the Islands.
Summer is especially busy, including fall fairs (coming up fast).

Vancouver Island–South Coast (currently 13 seats plus the
Sunshine Coast–Powell River riding): fourteen seats, for a total
population of 751,992.

BC-STV Electoral Districts
Under this system, ridings must have between two and seven
MLAs each. The Commission has made recommendations that
align with its regional analysis, and incorporate the boundaries it
has set for the FPTP ridings. This would make a transition
between the two systems relatively simple.
Burnaby–New Westminster: One riding with five MLAs for a
population of 261,348.
Cariboo–Thompson: one riding with four MLAs for a
population of 189,128.
Columbia–Kootenay: one riding with three MLAs for a
population of 144,827.
Fraser Valley: two ridings; Fraser Valley West with five MLAs
for a population of 255,668, and Fraser Valley East with four
MLAs for a population of 204,039.
Northern: two ridings: Northeast BC with two MLAs for a
population of 65,038, and Northwest BC with two MLAs for a
population of 61,334.
North Shore: one riding with four MLAs for a population of
210,163.
Okanagan: two ridings: Okanagan–Shuswap with four MLAs
for a population of 217,395, and Okanagan–Boundary with three
MLAs for a population of 148,679.
Richmond–Delta: one riding with five MLAs for a population
of 271,863.
Surrey: two ridings: Surrey North with four MLAs for a
population of 206,211, and Surrey South with four MLAs for a
population of 207,774.
Tri–Cities: one riding with four MLAs for a population of
197,278.
Vancouver: two ridings–Vancouver East with 5 MLAs for a
population of 277,651, and Vancouver West with six MLAs for a
population of 312,592.
Vancouver Island–South Coast: three ridings: North
Island–South Coast with four MLAs for a population of 212,520,
Mid–Island with four MLAs for a population of 214,899, and
Capital Region with six MLAs for a population of 334,573.
BOUNDARIES, please turn to page 10

electoral system, and will continue to give voters representation
by their local representative.
‘Today’s report will give hope to groups that are underrepresented by the current electoral system. It will also help
address uncertainty over how electoral riding boundaries would
change under STV, which arguably led to the 2005 STV
referendum question falling just short of the 60% threshold.’

Ferry Users United
One interesting aspect of the BC-STV riding proposals is that, in
uniting the Sunshine Coast riding with the North Vancouver
Island electoral area, the Commission has thrown all the
750,000 residents of ferry-dependent communities, except for
the North Coast, into just three ridings, with fourteen MLA’s.
This could be a formidable voting bloc when the Legislature
considers changes to the Coastal Ferries Act.

Public Hearings
Hearings on the Preliminary Report will be held across BC in
September, October, and November. Dates (and, we suppose,
eventually times and places) will be found on the Commission’s
website. Of interest to Island Tides readers are: Political Parties
in Vancouver - October 19, Powell River - November 3, Campbell
River - November 5, Nanaimo - November 6, Victoria November 7, MLAs in Vancouver - November 13, MLAs in
Victoria - November 14. ✐

S ISLAND
A T UREALTY
RNA
Two adjacent waterfront lots
Classy cedar cottage
Recent upgrades $560,000

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
Susanne Middleditch, Realtor
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $550,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key

Innies or Outies: Belly Buttons in
Burkina Faso ~ Story and Photos : Pene Hollingworth
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Fire crews assistance from Ontario
British Columbia welcomed 80 firefighters
from Ontario as fire activity in the southeast of
the province grows. Strong winds combined
with low humidity and high temperatures have
resulted in volatile fire behaviour, and a high to
extreme fire danger rating.
‘Given the number of fires our crews are
fighting in the southeast, and the current
outlook for continued hot dry and windy
weather, we’re taking advantage of the
resource-sharing agreement we have with other
provinces, and asking for additional crews,’ said
Forests and Range Minister Rich Coleman.
Ontario crews arrived August 19 and will
stay for up to 19 days. Staff include four unit

crews of 20 people each, who are dispatched to
larger fires where significant resources are
needed.
Gusty winds contributed to the rapid growth
of several fires. The Pend D’Oreille fire
southeast of Trail grew nearly 1,450 hectares on
Thursday, August 16.
All deployments are co-ordinated through
the Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre.
Costs of this deployment are being paid by the
Ministry of Forests and Range Protection
Program. This year, B.C. has sent crews to six
other jurisdictions. This is the first time this
season that B.C. has asked for crews. ✐

Vancouver Island Transmission Reinforcement Project
Grandma

Marine Construction Notice
Mid-August to November 2007

Mothers and children near Gaoua, Burkina Faso.

B

FERRIES Q & A from page 5
from Swartz Bay on the Queen of Cumberland.
Customers can travel to Pender Island as
through fares via the Tsawwassen–Swartz Bay
route.
Adding Pender Island to the 8:15pm sailing
from Tsawwassen would delay the arrival at
Long Harbour by almost an hour. It would also
cause an unacceptably long operational shift.
Will Swartz Bay throughfare to the
Southern Gulf Islands be guaranteed on
the 5pm sailing from Tsawwassen?
Throughfare is not guaranteed for vehicle
traffic because Route 5 is non-reservable and
BC Ferries cannot limit stand-by traffic.
However, the 8pm sailing to Pender from
Swartz Bay will be held for throughfare Pender
traffic to offer a contingency for those unable to
meet the earlier 4:10pm sailing from

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

teeth screamed at
our guide as they
proceeded
to
argue. I was afraid
that our precious
cameras would
become victims of
the dispute.
Bored with the
argument Tig wandered around the corner of
the nearest adobe hut. When I went to find her
she was seated on the dusty ground. Beside her
was a young mother with a sickly youngster,
obviously suffering malnutrition, in her lap.
They were pulling leaves from stems and putting
them in a bowl. The leaves were all they had to
make soup for a very large family. I joined them
in the dirt.
Grandma came around the corner ready to
do battle and stopped short when she saw us.
Curious that we would sit and help her daughter,
she sat down beside her and watched. She
started to talk to us in the Lobi language and as
my friend didn’t know what she was saying she
started her own conversation in English in
response.
One of the things that we had noticed about
most of the Burkinese we met was that, due to
babies being born in these remote villages, most
of the people had very protruding belly buttons.
Some extended as far as three inches from the
body. It seems that no attempt is made to do a
neat job when the umbilical cord is severed.
BELLY BUTTONS, please turn to page 10

BC Transmission Corporation (BCTC) is replacing and upgrading the existing 138 kV
overhead transmission lines and submarine cables connecting southern Vancouver Island
to the Lower Mainland with new 230 kV infrastructure.
Between mid-August and November 2007, crews will decommission and remove three
138 kV submarine cables in Trincomali Channel and Georgia Strait. The work in Trincomali
Channel will begin mid-August and the work in Georgia Strait will begin mid-September.
During the cable removal there will be barges with cranes and tugboats working in the water
near the cable terminal stations and along the cable route. To ensure the safety of the public
and the workers, the contractor will restrict public access around the active work sites.

CABLE REMOVAL SCHEDULE – TRINCOMALI CHANNEL & GEORGIA STRAIT
Construction Activity

Schedule
(subject to change)

Preparation work at Maracaibo Cable Terminal on Salt Spring Island
Preparation work at Montague Cable Terminal on Parker Island

Mid-August
Mid-August

Cable removal in Trincomali Channel

Mid-August to
Mid-September

Preparation work at English Bluff Cable Terminal in Tsawwassen

Mid-September

Preparation work at Taylor Bay Cable Terminal on Galiano Island

Mid-September

Cable removal in Georgia Strait

Mid-September
to November
(pending permits for
work in U.S. waters)

Tsawwassen to Pender.
Based on the
experience gained during the trial schedule
period, vehicle overloads are not expected on
the 8pm sailing to Pender Island and similarly
passenger travel demand is expected to be
below the maximum passenger capacity of the
vessel.
Will the 8pm sailing from Swartz Bay to
Pender be held for transfer traffic in the
event of late arrival at Swartz Bay?
The 8pm sailing to Pender from Swartz Bay
will be held for throughfare Pender traffic to
offer a contingency for those unable to catch the
earlier 4:10pm sailing from Tsawwassen to
Pender. NB: This arrangement will be available
when there is a scheduled 6pm sailing between
Tsawwassen and Swartz Bay.
FERRIES Q & A, please turn to page 11

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

We thank you for your cooperation. For more information visit www.bctc.com.
Contact BCTC Community Relations:
Phone: 604.699.7456
Toll-free: 1.866.647.3334
Email: community.relations@bctc.com

BC Transmission Corporation is the Crown corporation
that plans, operates and maintains the province’s
publicly-owned electrical transmission system.
BCTC 07-37

START PLANNING YOUR DREAM HOME
OR COTTAGE WITH CALICO LOG HOMES

Complete
Package from

$129,000

Calico has been manufacturing
quality log homes for over 35
years. We are dedicated to
manufacturing
the
highest
standard of log structures within
our industry. Based in Maple
Ridge, British Columbia, we have
access to some of the finest wood
resources in the world.

•
•
•
•
•

3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
1018 sq ft main level
340 sq ft second level
1358 sq ft total

www.calicologhomes.com

• fully insured

Your Island Representative

• excellent
references

Our stringent quality control
process ensures that only the
best materials enter and leave
our facility. Using only premium
logs and a consistent production
process, our homes are built for
strength and beauty. We have
over 300 standard plans for
cottages and homes, which are
fully customizable thanks to our
in-house design team.

Russ Anderson

Peter Christenson

250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

Meeting the electricity
needs of growing communities on
Vancouver Island and the southern Gulf Islands

Saltspring

urkina Faso is a country of contrasts. Its
contrasts extend not only to the
countryside that changes from desert to
tropical growth in a very short distance, but also
amongst the population.
On a recent visit my friend Tig and I were
privileged to meet many of different tribes
inhabiting the countryside. Some of these tribes
were exceptionally friendly and some very wary
of camera-toting visitors who invaded their
privacy. The marks of the undiplomatic tourist
were all over the country.
As Canadians, we were welcomed with
incredible enthusiasm at the border. This
French speaking country follows the French
tradition of bussing friends on both cheeks.
After revealing our nationality we were kissed
and kissed again by the border guards. It seems
the wonderful smooth roads in this hot dusty
country next to Mali were a gift of our Canadian
government. We were told in French that if we
were not treated well by the countries citizens
that we were to return to the border post and
complain. They would fix anything for us.
This came to mind as we photographed a
Lobi pottery kiln in the countryside near Gaoua.
An elderly Lobi woman dressed in a purple
blouse with gigantic black polka dots on it and a
mismatched pink and red plaid wrap skirt
attacked us, yelling at full volume and
demanding money for photos. Our local guide
was explaining that taking photos of objects
didn’t warrant money. The old woman with her
flashing eyes and mouth full of rotten pegs for

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

14093 - 256th St, Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 1C9
Tel: 604.462.9608 • Toll-Free: 1.866.462.9608
info@calicolog.com • Fax: 604.462.9606

Call today to start planning your
dream home or cottage.
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A Bear of No Brain at All
Story and photo: Shea Kenney
ne would think that respecting and
protecting the natural beauty of the Gulf
Islands would be a ‘no brainer’.
Throughout the summer months Galiano
Island has a policy that is made clear to visitors
and locals alike. No open fires are allowed, and
camping is restricted to the designated areas of
Montague and Dionisio Provincial Parks. Yet
every year, groups as small as two and as large
as 400 show up on our beaches to camp, party,
and, most unfortunately, damage and vandalize
the more secluded and pristine areas of our
Island. All too often it is large groups of
teenagers who show up from the Mainland with
alcohol, food, tents, sleeping bags, pillows, and
of course the requisite matches to get a good,
hot fire started on the beach.
On Friday, August 10, I arrived at my
favourite swimming beach to see a group of
youth, their camping gear, and a fire. After an
hour or so of breathing in the smoke, I
approached and asked them to extinguish the
fire, explaining that camping and fires were not
allowed in the area. At first they resisted,

O

pointing out that the fire was on the rocks and
not dangerous. I reminded them that the winds
were blowing and all the forest needed was one
spark to go up in flames. They cooperated and
put out the fire when I threatened to call the fire
department. Though they were told that
camping was not allowed on the beach, it was
clear they had every intention of doing so—even
more clear when I ran into several more groups
on their way down that evening, arms filled
with sleeping gear and more coolers of beer and
food.
The next afternoon when I returned, the fire
was once again burning. The group had spread
out, and was making the trek across the rocks to
the next beach uncomfortable, if not
impossible, for parents with young children,
and the elderly. Visitors and locals alike were
clearly disturbed, and expressed their disgust at
the mess that was already being spread across
the rocks. When a couple asked them to put out
the fire, they responded by telling them that
‘three fire marshals had come down and it was
fine to have a fire as long it was on the rocks.’

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront with 50ft
dock, panoramic ocean views, sweet cedar
cottage, vaulted ceilings, wood floors,
S/SW/W exposures. A best buy!
LiRead.com/1535.htm $799,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, super
beach, totally renovated cedar cottage,
wood floors, sunny deck, panoramic
oceanviews (see Mt Baker!), close to
town, private one plus acres. Enjoy!
LiRead.com/1479.htm $1,249,000

Mayne Island: Almost oceanfront
oceanview, dramatic views of Miners Bay
& Active Pass, turn of the 20th Century
character home, superb water supply. All
day sun, organic garden, seasonal creek.
LiRead.com/1503.htm $869,000

Pender Island: Oceanfront with
sweeping
panoramic
oceanview,
S/SW/W exposures, 3 bed modern
home, hot tub, all day sun, super
sunsets, in a prestigious area. Superb!
LiRead.com/1405.htm $759,000

More work for volunteers...
Knowing this was an outright lie, the couple
returned home, as did other locals, and called
the RCMP and fire department officials. The
kids were drinking, many seemed quite
intoxicated, and fooling around in an inflatable
boat had since become part of the agenda. Not
only were we worried about fire, we were
beginning to worry about their safety.
Tides were high that night, hence the fire
was high up on the rocks, close enough to the
forest to be dangerous, especially with the
winds blowing. When the RCMP and members
of the volunteer fire department arrived to ask
the youth to put out the fire, they were
cooperative. They had been drinking and the
officials had enough foresight to know that
forcing them out and back into their cars could
have far worse consequences than letting them
stay on. The group stated they’d be leaving the
next morning and agreed to clean up their
mess.
When friends and I arrived back at the
beach on the Sunday afternoon, the fire was still
smoldering with hot coals. Unfortunately, we
were confronted with more than a few burning
embers—the rolling sandstone had become a
pit of smoldering garbage—a pit filled with
broken beer bottles, melting sleeping bags,
knives, empty beer cartons, beer cans, food
cans, plastic meat wrappers, a belt, pillows,
hamburger buns, shirts, underwear, and even
nail clippers—a death trap for sea and land
creatures alike.
Not far away, the polyester and nylon fibers
of another sleeping bag lay permanently
embedded in the rock. At the edge of the forest
were another six to seven dozen cans and empty
bottles, alongside large bags of garbage, and a
watermelon pierced through with broken glass.
More pillows, clothes and personal effects were
strewn for a few hundred feet down the beach.
Toilet paper rolls were everywhere, used toilet

paper even more prevalent—oh,
and vomit filled those lovely
pockmarks our sandstone rock
is so famous for.
Over a period of 48 hours, a
group of youth, perhaps 20 at
most, created what will amount
to hours and hours of clean-up
for local volunteers. Though
some of the youth appeared to
have good intentions, only one
large garbage bag made it to the
top of the trail. And there it
remained. It’s a 15-minute walk
uphill, after all, and with a
hangover, sleeping gear, and
coolers, not an easy trek, I’m
sure. Some of the garbage had made it two to
three minutes up the trail, but bags and bags of
garbage were left. Those of us who volunteer to
clean and haul it up will also have to pay at least
$5 a bag to have it removed.
A month ago, in a storm, a 25-foot trimaran
broke apart on this same beach. Between the
boat owner, friends and I, family and complete
strangers we have hauled up over a ton of
garbage in the past few weeks—fiberglass, glass,
plywood with nails, clothes, sleeping bags,
foam, mirrors, picture frames, wires, ropes,
sails, books, maps, toiletries, windows,
hardware, bright work, booms, masts, and even
part of a pontoon.
What was once a pristine swimming beach,
and was recently referred to in the Georgia
Straight as place of ‘pleasure and joy,’ can now
only appropriately be described as disgusting.
If I have any regret, it’s not reporting this
camping disaster to the RCMP and fire
department sooner. Had they chased the youth
off the beach the first day, much of the mess and
discomfort experienced by visitors and locals
could have been avoided. From now on, I will
think in terms of prevention, and hope that
those who read this will be willing to take early
action if they see similar events happening on
any of the Gulf Islands. I now know the RCMP
and fire department would prefer to be
informed immediately.
Though many personal items were left
behind in the ashes, perhaps the most poignant
article of ‘refuse’ came in the form of a pillow
with a picture of Winnie the Pooh on it.
Propped on the rocks, it reminded me of some
of the first words read to me as a child:
‘Yes,’ said Winnie-the-Pooh.
‘I see now,’ said Winnie-the-Pooh.
‘I have been Foolish and Deluded,’ said he,
‘and I am a Bear of no Brain at All.’ ✐

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF
FIRE REGULATION BYLAW NO. 1, 2007
Salt Spring Island: Panoramic oceanviews,
3 bed / 2 bath home, country kitchen, den,
family room, garage, guest studio. Steps to
Beddis Beach. Tenants in place, 24 hour
notice required!
LiRead.com/1411.htm $576,000

Salt Spring Island: Exceptional lakefront
estate, dock, 11+ acres, wonderful main
house, wood floors, vaulted ceilings, 2 sep.
guest studios, sep. home office, 2 sep.
retreat buildings, sauna.
LiRead.com/1438.htm $2,300,000

The Board of the Capital Regional District (CRD) gives notice that it
intends to adopt Bylaw No. 3452, cited as Fire Regulation Bylaw
No. 1, 2007 at its meeting of September 12, 2007.
Bylaw No. 3452 makes rules for the provision, operation and
administration of services for the CRD fire service areas within the
Electoral Areas of Juan de Fuca and Southern Gulf Islands for fire
prevention and suppression and the provision of assistance in
response to other classes of circumstances that may cause harm.
A copy of Bylaw No. 3452 may be viewed in full during normal
working hours, excluding statutory holidays, from August 15, 2007
to September 11, 2007, at the CRD offices listed below:

Vancouver Island: Maple Bay lowbank
oceanfront acreage with dock, summer
cottage, SW/W exposures, located close to
Maple Bay Yacht Club & Birds Eye
Cove Marina.
LiRead.com/1443.htm $987,000

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Gabriola Island: Several exceptional
oceanview lots, building sites prepared,
water wells developed, quiet & rural area,
easy access to Nanaimo. Bring your
architect!
See Li for details!

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

•

Public Notice Posting Place, Main Floor, 625 Fisgard Street,
Victoria, BC;

•

CRD Pender Island Building Inspection office, 4605 Bedwell
Harbour Road (Driftwood Centre), North Pender Island (Mon.,
Wed., Fri. - 8:30 am to Noon; 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm,); and

•

CRD Juan de Fuca Building Inspection office, 2 - 6868 West
Coast Road, Sooke, BC

You may also view Bylaw No. 3452 on the Internet @
www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/fireprotection_/
Enquiries regarding Bylaw No. 3452 may be directed to Ms. Val
Leigh-Dorin, (telephone 250-360-3033 or toll free 1-800-663-4425,
extension 3033).

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

DATED this 10th day of August, 2007
Carmen I. Thiel, Corporate Secretary

Found Island Tides while visit ing the coast? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com

It’s like you never left!
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Saturna Notes: Remembering Margaret Fry
ong time Saturna Islander, Margaret Fry died on
August 3, in Vancouver with her family close at hand.
Margaret has one son, Michael, married to Debbie and
they have two daughters, Suzanne, and Catherine who each
have a child. The family came to visit Margaret often and we
Islanders were used to seeing Margaret with children and
grandchildren in tow, all of whom she would proudly
introduce.
When I came to Saturna, Margaret was deeply involved in
the community in a network of women who managed all kinds
of events and services. Margaret stood out for me because she
had a strong British accent. She was
very willing to comment on all issues
and happenings on Saturna. At Island
political meetings or gatherings,
Margaret would frequently state her
opinion in a clear, well-enunciated
voice. She would often banter with
John Money publicly and scold him
with great affection and wit.
When Margaret was quite elderly
she got a scooter. In the last several
years, I would see her at the ferry dock
sitting on her scooter watching
Islanders return from a day in town
and waving warmly. I was so touched
by her spunk and strength in the face of
old age to get out and about and Margaret Fry enjoyed
welcome us home.
her friends.
John McBride went to Vancouver
College from 1957 to 1960 where Margaret had been Registrar
and appreciated reconnecting with Margaret and comparing
his school experience from a child’s perspective with her’s from
an adult’s.
Every day, Margaret would call up the General Store and
send in her shopping list and someone would take the grocery
bag down with her paper and have a chat.
Margaret left the Island last fall and Lorraine Campbell
wrote a speech for her going-away tea. Lorraine wasn’t able to
deliver it as the biggest snowstorm of the year was

L

LETTERS from page 5

Don’t Put Time Bombs in the New
National Marine Conservation Area
Dear Editor:
The Mayor and Council of Ladysmith are seeking the inclusion of
Ladysmith harbour (including sawmill and logging booms,
enlarged marina, etc) in the new Southern Strait of Georgia
National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) being proposed by
Parks Canada.
As the Gulf Islands Alliance sees it, the creation of the
national marine conservation area system was a political,
conservation-based response to a grave environmental urgency
facing the survival of Canada’ oceans, often referred to as the
‘tragedy of the commons.’ This crisis hasn’t diminished, if
anything, it has worsened. So preservation and protection of the
marine environment within any NMCA is a core value, not just
an interest, or objective.
So the question arises, how does the inclusion of commercial
and industrial areas within a NMCA benefit endangered species
and habitat? Would we seek to give ‘protected status’ to an
industrial wasteland in the Kootenays? Would most Canadians
consider a commercial sawmill inoffensive in a terrestrial park?
Similarly, would we view a commercial airport in a national park
as a small irritant to be tolerated or ignored? Of course not. Why
then would anyone condone placing busy, noisy, dirty
Ladysmith harbour, the hub of our local nautical highway, within
a nationally protected marine area?

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

commencing. Here it is, combined with some wonderful
comments by another of Margaret’s dear friends, Marie
Mackie and followed by a recollection by her granddaughter
Suzanne.
Priscilla Ewbank

Special Memories of Margaret Fry—
And She Was Special!
Margaret came to Saturna as a summer visitor, way back when.
She stayed with the Moneys—Lou and Jim—as had another
friend, Jean Haworth. Then her sister Kay had a cottage built
on Boot Cove. Sometime later Margaret had her cottage built
and eventually retired to Saturna from
her job of keeping staff and pupils of
Vancouver College in order.
She had a very busy retirement on
Saturna. Margaret took a great
interest and has been a great
supporter in this community’s welfare.
She was actively involved in almost
everything and Saturna was all the
better for her participation.
She came to the Women’s Club
meetings for years and her judicious
advice was valuable, especially as it
often came laced with humour. She
was the Sunshine Lady for the club
and many were the recipients of notes,
plants or jellies when they were ill or
playing bridge with
bereaved. Almost from it’s inception,
she headed the board of Carefree
Court—our senior’s home development— handling the
organization and finances with great skill.
She travelled for several years to Salt Spring Island to
represent Saturna at board meetings of Lady Minto Hospital.
She worked at the Lamb BBQ and was always present with Lil
Cunningham at the Women’s Club raffle table at the Easter
Bake Sale, selling tickets and also selling the snowdrop bulbs
that Lorraine Campbell dug up from her garden. Margaret was
a stanch supporter for the creation of the Recreation Centre.
Margaret participated in the Remembrance Day services,

If we ever hope to move our treasured Salish Sea away from
catastrophic irreversible decline—then precaution is the only
option, as we urgently act to restore and rehabilitate its poisoned
and species-depleted ecosystem. If on the other hand we create a
large paper marine park with phantom protection, we are
embracing the status quo: the dangerous, dirty and ecologically
intrusive in the home of our endangered orcas and salmon. The
status quo is a death sentence.
The critical test of the success of the NMCAs will be their
ability to help meet government targets for marine conservation,
not making every ocean stakeholder happy. We must all voice
alarm at what is plainly unworkable and contrary to NMCA
principles of environmental sustainability.
Howard Breen, Gabriola Island and Gulf Islands Alliance

Public Transit Connection with the
Tsawwassen–Swartz Bay Ferry
Dear Editor:
A recent ‘sea cruise’ on BC Ferries proved more challenging than
even a veteran commuter can tolerate. It may have been—duh—
full moon but here’s what I encountered to get back to Victoria
via Route 1 on an August Sunday.
I waited with fellow travellers for a 601 bus to the ferry which
arrived an hour late due to a breakdown. We finally convinced
the driver of the ‘Express’ to take us right to Tsawwassen,
arriving at twenty to the hour in time for the 11am sailing.
Inside, the terminal attendant Jason informed us ticket sales
THE

Nancy Waxler Morrison
Biodiversity Protection Fund

representing at different times both British WRENs and war
widows. She hosted many lovely social events—especially those
involving bridge; hosting an annual Saint Patrick’s Day bridge
game with green-iced cake.
As the years started to take their toll she became
rejuvenated with the purchase of a scooter. From then on her
life took a turn for the better as she was once again capable of
getting herself to many of the business and social events that
were held at the community hall and the rec centre—
sometimes driving the scooter down the middle of the road!
But we understood— we would have done it too!
We missed her when she had to leave Saturna, but the large
going-away tea for her when she left was a testimony to the
great esteem in which she was held. Thank you, Margaret for
all that you contributed for the benefit of the Island.
Marie Mackie and Lorraine Campbell

Tea & Biscuits
One of my special memories of Grandma Marg was early
morning tea & biscuits. As children, when my sister and I
would visit ‘GrandMarg’ on Saturna, we would wake up each
morning to the clinking of teacups and spoons. We would wait
patiently in our beds, and before long we would hear
GrandMarg’s footsteps coming down the hall.
In she would come with warm tea, nicely sweetened, and
biscuits for both of us to eat in our beds. She would say a cheery
good morning and then leave us to relax and drink our tea.
What a way to wake up in the morning! Aside from being able
to eat in bed, which we thought was pretty awesome, starting
your morning with such special treatment set the tone for the
whole day.
Funny how the simple things people do for their loved ones
can make such a difference. Did GrandMarg ever knew how
much I loved getting tea and biscuits in bed? I hope she did. My
little girl Emma is only 4-years-old right now, but as soon as
she is old enough I have a feeling that the tradition will carry
on with Emma and her cousin Griffin when they are visiting
their grandparents on Saturna.
Suzanne Bowman ✐

were ‘cut off,’ although we were in time and cars were loading.
‘It’s policy to cut off sales 10 minutes before sailing,’—but we still
had 10 minutes left! Ticket agents had no response but refused
to sell us tickets.
I took my complaint upstairs to administration, who stalled—
while cars were still loading. The staff person then got us tickets
while admonishing, ‘Those cars have been waiting for an hour!’
(As if this had any relevance and as if foot passengers didn’t
count.)
On mentioning this to the chief steward onboard the ferry,
she sympathized and offered a free tea or coffee. She added that
the boat had too many passengers the day before and Jason had
had to unload some of them to meet ferry requirements;
apparently they were paid in return for disembarking. So
whatever did this have to do with today?
The latest BC Ferry promotion describes its service as
awesome. Perhaps shock and awe better sum up my experience.
Maybe we should unprivatize the BC Ferries.
Sue Hiscocks, Victoria

What are your
options?
Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options
energyoptions@telusnet

Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island VK V
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

If you have Fawn Lilies, an Eagle Tree,
Frog-filled wetlands, Garry Oaks, Red-wing
Blackbird nests or other places on your land and are
thinking of protecting them, the Pender Island
Conservancy Association can help. This fund can
defray the costs of placing a protective conservation
covenant on part of your land on the Penders.
Call or email Barrie Morrison:
629-3774 (evenings) • barrie@interchange.ubc.ca

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

Read editions you have missed • Search our Archive by subject
Read or email ‘Reprint’ articles • Look at our photo albums
Access our advertisers’ websites from our home page

www.islandtides.com

Find out more about us!
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Book Review by Barry Mathias

Where to take hazardous waste?

JK Rowling and Harry Potter

We’ve all got it—a shelf or two (or even a garage
full) of leftover household hazardous products
that we just don’t know what to do with.
Now there’s good news for Island residents.
On an upcoming Saturday, a household hazard
waste event is coming to a location near you!
How do you know if a product fits the
‘household hazardous waste’ category? Check
the label: if it is marked flammable, corrosive,
explosive or poisonous, it’s hazardous waste. If a
product is no longer in its original package or the
label is illegible, assume it’s hazardous waste.
Hazardous waste includes pesticides,
varnishes, solvents, batteries and paint. Other
hazardous materials, including automotive
fluids, cleaners and disinfectants, preservatives
and thermometers will also be accepted. For a
complete list of household hazardous waste
products visit the CRD website at
www.crd.bc.ca.
These items require safe, responsible
handling and should be transported in labelled,

Watch upcoming ‘Island Tides’ editions for dates
and times of three upcoming no-charge
hazardous waste drop-off events on Saturna,
Galiano and Mayne Islands. ✐

BELLY BUTTONS from page 7
Tig, curious about this, decided to show
Grandma that she had an ‘innie’ belly button.
This seemed like a topic that Grandma might
understand and was also an ideal subject for the
charades being played out, as they both spoke in
languages the other couldn’t understand. Tig
proudly displayed the neat job that her
obstetrician did when she was born. Grandma,
beside herself with wonder, immediately pulled
up her blouse to the neck and displayed her
protruding lump, very much an ‘outie,’ and a
pair of very droopy boobs. She dove again for my
friend’s belly button, inspecting it so closely her
nose was almost in it. Whoops of wonder came
from Grandma as Tig poured water in her belly
button to show Grandma that it was deep
enough to hold water. Down into the water went
Grandma’s grubby finger checking how deep the
water was. Her Lobi expression of wonder was
heard all over the courtyard.
Children came running and Grandma
proudly displayed the discovery she had made in
Tig's middle section. As she babbled away in
Lobi, and Tig in English, she noticed that Tig
was wearing a bra, so the talk turned to bras and

their benefits. Grandma cupping her hands
under her sagging breasts showing that she
thought they weren’t bad for her age, and Tig
explaining the benefits of non-jiggling breasts
encased in the engineering marvel of a bra. Not
convinced, Grandma grew tired of the
conversation about breasts and dove at my waist
to see how deep my belly button went. Due to
excessive food on tour, she was very impressed
by the depth that she could plunge her finger.
The wonders of an innie were too much for her
and she plunged back at Tig’s stomach to look
once more.
It is amazing which subjects can break down
barriers when you travel. We parted with
Grandma on a very friendly basis. We surprised
her the next day by returning with a 50kg sack of
rice and several crates of bottled water for the
sickly child. We now know that we have a Lobi
family and a pottery-making industry in
Burkina Faso that we can visit at any time.
We were lucky enough to find the genuine
Burkinese not just the people protecting
themselves from curious tourists. We didn’t
need the border guard to protect us. ✐

y now, many of you will have read the
seventh and last of the Harry Potter
novels, and you will know who died and
who survived. But new readers, and those who
have yet to reach the last pages, can relax. This
review will not spoil your enjoyment. It was sad
that some computer nerds felt the need to try to
destroy the dramatic climax of such a wellplanned series, and good to realize that they
failed.
JK Rowling is one of the greatest storytellers of our age, and is certainly the only writer
to ever become a multi-millionaire in her
lifetime. Her characters are realistic—in a ‘nonmuggle’ sense—they age in a believable
manner, and the plot continues to unfold in an
exciting and logical way throughout the seven
remarkable novels. Rowling recounts how the
character of Harry Potter came to her on a train
journey from Manchester to London—he ‘just
strolled into my head fully formed.’ By the time
she reached King’s Cross, she had decided on
many of the other characters, and it is not
surprising that the station figures largely, and
hilariously, in her novels. She spent five years
working out the plots for the seven books and
beginning her writing…a huge effort for a fine
outcome.
While it must be agreed that Raincoast
Books, the Vancouver publishers, have
mounted an aggressive and imaginative sales
pitch throughout the years, hype alone cannot
account for the phenomenal success of
Rowling’s novels. Each book builds on the

previous one or ones, and the meticulous eye
for detail and the wonderfully outrageous
situations leave the reader wanting more.
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows brings
the story to an exciting and satisfying
conclusion, and all the many loose ends are
ingeniously tied up.
Many older readers understand that
Rowling is not merely presenting a magical
adventure, but is exploring moral and ethical
problems to do with power and relationships.
In her last novel her major characters are now
teenagers, and their relatives are aging, and
their reactions to fear, joy and love are
convincingly different from the early novels.
Their increased knowledge of magic is carefully
balanced with humor and logical restrictions:
they are still unable to produce food on
demand! Throughout the story, Harry Potter is
brave, but not as knowledgeable as Hermione,
and Ron reveals some interesting flaws in his
character. Their friendship, and its
complications, remains a major element in a
story that is on a par with Tolkien’s epic fantasy
adventure, Lord of the Rings.
If you have never read any of the Harry
Potter stories, I would urge you to start at the
beginning with the Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's Stone, and enjoy the experience.
These are stories that will still be popular many
decades from now, so jump aboard the
Hogwart’s Express and take a journey into the
imagination. ✐

BOUNDARIES from page 6
(To clarify the boundaries, North
Island–South Coast includes North Island,
Comox Valley, Powell River–Sunshine Coast,
and Central Island; the Mid–Island includes
Parksville–Qualicum,
Nanaimo–North
Cowichan, Nanaimo, Cowichan-Goldstream;
and the Capital Region includes Victoria–Oak
Bay, Victoria–Esquimalt, Saanich West, Saanich
East, Saanich North and the Islands, and Juan de
Fuca.)
There would be, in total, 20 BC-STV
Electoral Districts.
‘We
congratulate
the
Boundaries
Commission
for
respecting
the
recommendations of the Citizens’ Assembly in
holding the new STV districts to a workable
size, while still ensuring that the new system
will produce fair proportionality for BC voters,’
Hallsor said.
Today’s release of the Electoral Boundaries
Commission Report provides the answer to a
key question missing from the 2005
referendum on voting reform—what the

boundaries of a new voting system would look
like, the Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF)
said today.
‘A more proportional voting system will
mean the person chosen by most voters is
actually elected,’ said Maureen Bader, BC
director of the CTF. ‘A Single Transferable
Voting system (STV) will give voters more
choice at election time. With a system that
translates those choices into seats, we will no
longer be represented by the person most of us
didn’t vote for.’
During BC’s May 17, 2005 election, the
referendum on electoral reform resulted in
57.69% of eligible voters voting in favour of
STV, just 2.3 per cent shy of the required 60%.
This occurred among more than 50% of voters
in 77 of the 79 ridings, well above the minimum
48 ridings required. The election on May 12,
2009 will include a referendum question on
STV, giving the voters of BC with another
opportunity to vote on electoral reform. ✐

sealed containers. When possible, use the
original container and don’t mix products.
Never put hazardous waste in the garbage or
down the drain. This can harm the environment
and become a public health hazard.
The hazardous products will be sorted at the
collection events and sent to appropriate
facilities for treatment or proper disposal. If you
are unable to attend these special events, you
can take your household hazardous waste to the
Hartland Recycling Area at #1, Hartland Road.
The program is funded and coordinated by
the Capital Regional District Solid Waste
function. For more information, contact the
CRD Hotline at 1-800-663-4425 (local 3030) or
hotline@crd.bc.ca. The program does not
include industrial waste from commercial
businesses.

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (Gulf Islands)
District Website: www.sd64.bc.ca

It’s back to school time!
Tuesday, September 4, 2007
• GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL
537-9944
School is open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for registration of new students. Pick up of
Student Schedule Packages and collection of Student Fees will take place on Wednesday,
August 29 and Thursday, August 30 from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Students who pick up
packages early on August 29 and 30 will be entered into a draw for a Sony mp3,
sponsored by the GISS PAC. The Student Fee is $25 for everyone. Students may pay fees
and purchase a yearbook for a total of $60. OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 4
will be early dismissal (9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.).
Principal: Mr. Mike Bell
• SALTSPRING ISLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL
537-1159
School will be open August 27 to 31, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for registration of
new students. OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 4, will be early dismissal
(8:25 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.).
Principal: Mr. Kevin Vine

PLEASE CONTACT THE PRINCIPALS FOR THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS:
GALIANO SCHOOL
539-2261

MAYNE SCHOOL
539-2371

PENDER SCHOOL
629-3711

SATURNA SCHOOL
539-2472

Mr. Glenn Goring
Office will be open for registrations August 27 and 28 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
First day of school, September 4, students will attend from
9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
Dr. Ty Binfet
Office will be open for registrations August 28, 29, and 30 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
First day of school, September 4, students will attend from 8:50 to
10:30 a.m.
Mr. Martin Blakesley
Office will be open for registrations on August 28, 29 and 30 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Opening day only, Tuesday, September
4 will be early dismissal (8:50 to 10:30 a.m.).
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin September 4.
Mr. Steve Dunsmuir
Office will be open for registrations August 27 and 28 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Students will attend the first day of school, September 4.

B

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (Gulf Islands)
District Website: www.sd64.bc.ca/transportation.html

WATER TAXI SCHEDULE FOR 2007/2008
THE SCHOLARSHIP

Route 1

Morning Run
Location

Depart

Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay

Location

Arrival

0650
0742
0752

Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Ganges Harbour

0740
0750
0845

1630
1722
1730

Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Ganges Harbour

1720
1728
1820

Afternoon Run
Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Sturdies Bay = Galiano Island

Miners Bay = Mayne Island

THE GRADUATE

Route 2

Morning Run
Location

Depart

Ganges Harbour
Lyall Harbour
Port Washington

Location

Arrival

0645
0742
0807

Lyall Harbour
Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

0740
0805
0845

1630
1712
1733

Port Washington
Lyall Harbour
Ganges Harbour

1710
1732
1835

Afternoon Run
Ganges Harbour
Port Washington
Lyall Harbour
Lyall Harbour = Saturna Island

Port Washington = Pender Island

Passengers are to be at the dock 5 minutes prior to departure.

Found Island Tides while visit ing the coast? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com

It’s like you never left!
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AUTOMOTIVE

HELP WANTED

Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS

• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
Invites applications (from
Gulf Islands Teachers’
Association [GITA]
members only) for the
following 07/08 temporary
positions:
• Grade 8 classroom
teacher
• Special Education and
Math teacher
For further information,
refer to School District
#64
website
at
www.sd64.bc.ca/postings/
postings.html.

FOR RENT
Mayne
Island:
Available
immediately. Fully furnished home
very near ferries, 3BR, 2BA, ww
carpet, suit mature adults, no
pets, references, non smokers,
lease $850. Phone: 604-261-4171

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

ISLAND EXPLORER

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

MANAGEMENT LTD.

✔Road test by qualified
technician
✔Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
✔40-point driveline
safety check

250-654-0230

only

.95
39
for cars

$

PROPERTY

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

250-629-3660

www.islandtides.com

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
For a complete line of services,
list with us!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

National and Civil Security
This leads to the final aspect of the SPP, that of security.
The US has made no secret of its desire to create a ‘North
American security perimeter’ but at the same time has
moved to tighten security on its borders with Canada and
Mexico. This may reflect the reality that it is difficult to
include Canada and Mexico in an integrated economic
zone while fortifying the US ‘homeland’ against real and
imagined threats.
Such a security perimeter, which would include the
entire coasts of Canada, Alaska, and Mexico (not to
mention Mexico’s Central American border), would be
almost impossible to defend militarily. (Indeed, the US
has found it difficult to defend its relatively short Mexican
border against unarmed refugees and economic
migrants.) It may certainly be concluded that the tactics
chosen by the US to defend the homeland—increasing
personal surveillance, increasing use of the military,
extrajudicial rendition and deportation, a burgeoning nofly list, etc—together with their restrictions on civil
liberties, would not be acceptable in Canada. Lack of civil
infrastructure would probably make them impractical in
much of Mexico.
Neither Mexico nor Canada are militaristic nations;
neither has sufficient armed forces (or, for that matter,
police and investigative agencies) to match US policy
when it comes to ‘security.’ It therefore follows that while
the resources that we do have are committed to cooperate with US forces in the event of a security
emergency, the practical effect of this is not to improve
their effectiveness, but rather to give US forces ‘carte
blanche’ to operate in Canadian and Mexican territory.
It has been argued that, given the circumstances, they
would anyway, whether they had permission or not. This
argument admits to a sort of blackmail which, if applied
widely, would render any SPP irrelevant. Or is that what the
‘partnership’ is all about?

Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER
COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

FOR SALE

ALLIANCE DRILLING

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

WoodFired
Hot Tubs

Bathtub Refinishing. Professional
reglazing of standard and clawfoot
tubs. Call Perma-Coat 250-537-2526.
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
www.odorbegone.ca

NEED A MORTGAGE?
• 100% Financing—
No Down Payment
• Self Employed—
No Proof of Income
• Damaged Credit
• Discharged
Bankruptcies
• Bank Turned Down

Servicing the Gulf Islands
• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

MOVED
HOMES

Danielle Buchanan
& Art Price
Mortgage Specialists

1-866-999-9740

Come on in!
 
alumitubs@telusnet

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters

250-217-4488
Canada’s Potential Role

No matter what is said about the ‘three amigos’ and their
annual well-fortified ‘summits,’ it’s clear that the SPP has
been created by the US primarily to serve US interests.
However, Canada has more influence than it may so far
have exerted. It does not have to accept what the US
President, the NACC, or the SPP says.
First, Canada is a sovereign democracy in which the
prime minister is neither king nor president. He is only
the leader of the party having the most seats in the House
of Commons. Despite the growth of the Prime Minister’s
Office (the PMO) over the past few years, our government
does not have an executive branch. The US approach to
the SPP assumes we do, and may have led recent prime
ministers to believe they can commit the nation in both
large and small matters. But, as any prime minister surely
knows, he serves at the pleasure of parliament.
Second, the US depends on Canada’s oil resources.
While NAFTA commits much of our energy resource to
US markets, and the present overdevelopment of the
Alberta economy depends on this, Canada has it within its
power to change these arrangements. Certainly, this
would be difficult and possibly painful, but it might be the
only way to get our greenhouse gasesunder control.
As for the rest of NAFTA, and our much-discussed
dependence on US markets, times have changed.
Automobile manufacturing was an important element in
NAFTA when it was negotiated. It is no longer. Our main
trade item now is energy. They need us at least as much as
we need them.
Third, Canada has a Charter of Rights and Freedoms
that works, along with a judiciary that can and does enforce
it. Canada has demonstrated that justice trumps the letter
of the law. We can manage security without creating a
police state.
But what an independent Canada must do is assert
itself and its sovereignty. No more wimp, Canada. No
more wimp, Mr Harper. And if they won’t recognize this,
no more SPP.
For more refer to the www.islandtides.com for ‘Deep
Integration - Beyond the Economy?’ (November 2,
2006) and ‘Bill banning water export passes after
Security and Prosperity Partnership Hearings’ (June 14,
2007)). ✐

ARROW
PAINTING
Residential &
Commercial
Interior & Exterior
Workmanship guaranteed
Quality painting for
over 27 years
BBB & WCB Insured

Bruce Atherton

250-883-5453
Environmentally friendly
products

1-866-606-2237

MARINE
WATER TAXI

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

  or
  

REAL ESTATE

danielle.buchanan@vericoselect.com

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

SPP COMMENTARY from page 2
operation and compatibility.
But should one of the three nations wish to pursue a
very different policy (the promulgation of war or
restrictions on civil liberties being obvious examples), the
SPP creates serious questions for the other two.

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

N

Monthly Rentals
from $525

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
L

GSA Auto Rentals

Carpenter with experience in
carpentry component manufacture
and assembly wanted for Salt
Spring. Accommodation available
for the right applicant. Apply in
writing or by email with resume to:
George Grams, 890 Walker Hook
Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K
1B5. Email: g@inveresk.net
Attn: Would you like to develop your
own home based business? Global
opportunity. Learn to operate a minioffice outlet on-line from home. No
risk. www.fit-for-you.org

ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

Ph: 250-537-9710

CRD Health Approved

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

250-474-7912

SUPER FERRIES from page 1
in London, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle, where major promotional
events will take place.
Coastal Renaissance arrives in British Columbia in mid-November and is
scheduled to be in service in early 2008. The second vessel, Coastal
Inspiration, arrives three months later and is expected to be in service in the
spring. The third, Coastal Celebration, arrives in summer 2008 and is
expected to be to be in service by summer 2008 as well.
Coastal Renaissance will reside at Departure Bay in Nanaimo and will serve
the Departure Bay–Horseshoe Bay route. Coastal Inspiration will reside at Duke
Point in Nanaimo and serve the Duke Point–Tsawwassen run and Coastal
Celebration will reside at Swartz Bay, and serve the Swartz Bay–Tsawwassen
run. ✐
BC Ferries Q & A from page 7
Are some Islands guaranteed or
allowed to reserve more space
on the vessel than others?
No. All Southern Gulf Islands
passengers are strongly encouraged
to reserve early to guarantee their
space on the vessel.
Will the 40 minute check-in for
reservations at Tsawwassen
terminal remain in effect?
Yes. This additional check-in time
is necessary to arrange and process
Southern Gulf Island traffic because
of the complexities related to loading
for multiple ports.
Instead of changing the Friday
evening schedule, why don’t you
just add another vessel to the
route for the shoulder seasons?
Currently, the BC Ferries fleet
does not have the capacity to add an
extra vessel to the route through this
off-peak season. During this period,
the Bowen Queen is needed to
provide relief for vessels undergoing
refits. Also, by using one vessel more
efficiently, BC Ferries is able to
provide more service without

incurring the significant additional
operating cost associated with a
second vessel on the route.
Why was 4:10 picked as a time?
This time minimizes Tsawassen
terminal conflicts with other major
vessel unloading/loading, thus
improving loading time for the Queen
of Nanaimo
There was a lot of negative
feedback given to BC Ferries.
What was it and was it
addressed?
Most negative feedback was based
on the 4:10pm departure being too
early for many people to catch due to
work and school commitments.
Through the trial period it was
determined that many of the people
who claimed they couldn’t travel, in
fact did travel. During the trial
period, we also received more
positive feedback and the increase in
traffic showed positive results. ✐

Wedding raises $10,000 for Galiano Island’s
Great Beaver Swamp

n July 28, Galiano residents, Kate Emmings and Keith
Erickson were married. The wedding was an all-day
affair, spanning two Islands: Pender Island, the home of
Kate’s parents, Peter & Tessa Emmings, and Galiano Island at
the home of the bride and groom. The ceremony was beautiful,
with forest and ocean backdrops and perfect weather.
But this wedding was not just a regular run of the mill nuptial,
Kate and Keith decided to turn their special day into a fundraiser
for the Great Beaver Swamp on Galiano Island. ‘Our community
and Galiano Island’s natural beauty have been a big part of our
lives together,’ says Kate, ‘We wanted to find a way for our
wedding to reflect these connections.’
‘While reading Green Legacies: A Donor’s Guide for BC, Kate
stumbled upon a story about an island couple who asked that
donations be made to the Nature Trust in lieu of wedding gifts,’
says Keith, conservation co-ordinator with the Galiano
Conservancy Association. ‘We’ve never had a lot of cash to give
to land acquisitions, but we thought that this could be our way of
giving back to the community and the land where we live.’
The couple asked guests to consider a donation to the
acquisition of the Great Beaver Swamp on Galiano Island as a
wedding gift. To encourage donors to be generous, Victoriabased Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT) agreed to match
donations with its Acquisition Fund. The combined effort raised
$10,000 towards the acquisition of the wetland property.
The Great Beaver Swamp is a 17.5 hectare (44 acre) wetland
property on Galiano Island. It is the headwaters of Beaver Creek,
the bulk of which is protected in the Pebble Beach Reserve. Its
acquisition completes the protection of most of the Beaver Creek
watershed. Of the property, the BC Conservation Data Centre
has stated, ‘the site has value as one of the largest of only 19
wetlands mapped on Galiano. Wetlands are under-represented
in the Gulf Islands. The Great Beaver Swamp acquisition is an
excellent example of landscape and watershed-level
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A beautiful couple: Kate Emmings and Keith Erickson
celebrating at their Island wedding.
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conservation planning that ensures protection of not just an
individual wetland or stream, but the entire wetland complex,
stream and riparian areas.’
The Galiano Conservancy Association has successfully
purchased the land and is now working to raise funds to retire
the debt on the property. All funds raised will go towards the
property purchase price. ‘To us, our wedding was about more
than a commitment to each other,’ says Kate, ‘We were thrilled
to raise funds for the Great Beaver Swamp in recognition of the
role of Galiano Island in our lives.’
The Galiano Conservancy Association continues to raise
funds for the Great Beaver Swamp on Galiano Island. To learn
more about this important conservation effort, or to donate, visit
the Galiano Conservancy Association website at
www.galianoconservancy.ca. Information about Habitat
Acquisition Trust and its conservation efforts can be found at
www.hat.bc.ca. ✐
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Vacation Condos

VANCOUVER ISLAND
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
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Reasonable Rates
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The Haven B&B
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