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An old farmhouse on Jedediah Island, between Texada and Lasqueti Islands. The 243-hectare island has been a marine park since 1995 and is popular with
boaters.
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Cherry Point moratorium on unrefined fossil fuels - Natalie Dunsmuir Elizabeth May to continue as Green
o new applications for the export of unrefined fossil Anacortes, said that converting refineries into exporting
Party Leader - Christa Grace-Warrick
fuels out of Cherry Point, Washington, will be facilities is a sure way to destroy local jobs.

accepted for the next two months, after an
‘It’s important to recognize that refineries need to move
emergency moratorium was passed unanimously by the finished products, but none of us would be served if they
Whatcom County Council.
were to shut those plants down and export crude oil,’ he said.
The decision comes after the county’s planning
Environmental groups are also praising the moratorium
commission was directed in July to study changes to as the first step to getting a full ban on the export of unrefined
Whatcom’s 20-year Comprehensive Plan that would
fuels. Crude oil trains are seen as a dangerous way to
ban the export of unrefined fossil fuels from
transport unrefined fuels—multiple trains have
Cherry Point completely. The
derailed and exploded throughout North
‘ ‘Whatcom County
commission has been given until
America, causing risk to those living along
will not be responsible for an
January of 2017 to study the issue
the tracks, along with significant
increase in explosive oil train traffic.
and make a recommendation on
environmental damage.
the changes. In the meantime,
‘Today, citizens along the
Instead, our county sets the precedent
the emergency moratorium
thousands
of miles of rail lines,
that local governments can, and must,
will prevent any applications
tanker
routes,
and pipeline routes to
become leaders in protecting the health of
from getting ahead of a
Cherry Point are celebrating this
their citizens by stopping dirty, dangerous
potential long-term ban.
bold leadership by our county
coal, crude oil and liquefied natural gas
The moratorium does not
council,’ said Matt Petryni, the clean
export projects and promoting a shift
impact current shipping that is
energy program manager for
to clean, renewable industries
taking place from Cherry Point’s
environmental group RE Sources for
two oil refineries, BP Cherry Point
Sustainable Communities. ‘Whatcom
of the future.’ ’
and Phillips 66, but it does prohibit the
County will not be responsible for an increase
filing and acceptance of any new applications
in explosive oil train traffic. Instead, our county sets
for facilities designed to ship unrefined fuels. In the ban, the precedent that local governments can, and must, become
which is effective immediately, unrefined fossil fuels are leaders in protecting the health of their citizens by stopping
defined as ‘all forms of crude oil whether stabilized or not; dirty, dangerous coal, crude oil and liquefied natural gas
raw bitumen, diluted bitumen, or syncrude; coal; methane, export projects and promoting a shift to clean, renewable
propane, butane and other ‘natural gas’ in liquid or gaseous industries of the future.’
formats; and condensate’. This includes the controversial
Whatcom County Council now has 60 days to hold a
liquified natural gas (LNG).
public hearing on the emergency moratorium. Afterwards,
The issue has been of concern to residents of the area they can put an interim emergency moratorium in place for
since December of 2015, when a 40-year-ban on shipping up to six months, which will give the planning commission
crude oil to other countries was lifted by US Congress. time to decide on any future ban.
Whatcom residents were worried that local refineries would
The moratorium includes an ordination that if any part
shift towards the shipment of unrefined fossil fuels, of the moratorium is found to be unconstitutional or invalid,
eliminating the jobs created by the refinement process.
for any reason, the remaining valid portions of the ban will
Steve Garey, a former refinery worker and union remain in place. 0
president who represented workers in the refineries in
www.islandtides.com

t a press conference in Ottawa on Monday, August 22,
Saanich–Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May put an end to the
media’s week of wild rumours. She will continue to lead the
Green Party of Canada for the forseeable future.
August’s lack of political news, combined with May’s departure for
a week’s family holiday in a remote Cape Breton cabin with no
internet, fueled the media fooferaw of inaccurate reporting and
speculation. In the wild rumour department, May squelched the
rumour that she was about to join another political party.
The possibility of resignation surfaced at the end of the Green
Party’s biennial conference, August 5–7—this year in Ottawa. It’s cause
was widely misinterpreted; for leader May, the issue was procedural
rather than any one motion. The Green Party normally uses a
consensus seeking procedure rather than a first-past-the-post vote on
motions put to the conference (see BOx, page 5).
However, at the last conference, in 2014, a motion proposed that
the 2016 conference should be conducted by the more conventional
Roberts Rules of Order. Just prior to this year’s conference, an
organizational meeting voted to try this new system.
This led to a number of motions being carried by majority without
the usual concensus-building process. Most contentious among them
was a motion to support the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
movement (BDS) against Israel.
May expressed her dismay at the way Roberts Rules had stifled
debate on this and other issues. Voting lacked not only prior
consensual debate, but also the previous requirement for online vote
ratification. This, she said, created a privileged position for those able
to attend the conference, over the party’s 20,000 members Canadawide.
May said she was ‘heartbroken’ at how the new majoritarian voting
had playing out in dividing the conference, rather than the usual
cohesion created by consensual voting. At the August 22 press
conference she added that ‘the way you make decisions affects the
decisions you make.’
Following the conference, she said that perhaps, in view of her
strong position on the conduct of voting and its results, she should
GREEN PARTY, please turn to page 5

Page 2, Island Tides, August 25, 2016

24/7 online

Linking the coast
for 27 Years

Owner, Publisher & Editor:

Christa Grace-Warrick

Contributors: Toby Snelgrove, Natalie Dunsmuir, Kim Stewart,
Brian Hollingshead, Robin Mathews, Mike Yip, Brian

Crumblehulme, Don Butt, James Headrick, Alan Martin, Barry
Cotton, Frants Attorp, Priscilla Ewbank, David Suzuki, Martin
Blakesley, Adam Olsen, Peter Easthope

Island Tides Publishing Ltd

Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
Tel: 250.216.2267 • News: news@islandtides.com
Advertising: islandtides@islandtides.com

Advertising Deadline
Wednesday Between Publications

Online Readers: Suggested Voluntary
Subscription is $30pa
www.islandtides.com
@islandtides
YouTube: Island Tides TV
islandtideschrista.wordpress.com
Banking At The Post Office

Dear Editor:
I am deeply concerned about the future of Canada Post, my
Canada Post and yours, and the disappointing services that it
is providing at this time.
In countries that I have visited in Europe, particularly
France, the postal service is more than mail. The function that
particularly impresses me is the banking service. In our area
there is mail service on the Outer Islands, but not regular
banking service. Adding postal banking would be great because
it would meet the needs of many of us, at the same time
providing a few more jobs and being profitable (as in fact it now
is). The cost to us of regular banking and the huge profits going
to the wealthiest suggest that there is considerable room for
improvement, and since as a Crown Corporation the postal
service belongs to us, we can keep banking costs affordable.
There are other services that Canada Post could provide that
would be particularly helpful. It could provide services for
seniors, a large proportion of our population, and provide
charging stations for the impressive numbers of us in the Gulf
Islands who are driving or contemplating owning electric cars.
I would like all MPs to impress the new Canadian
Government with the wisdom of serious and positive changes
to Canada Post.
Interested
readers
can
learn
more
at
DeliveringCommunityPower.ca
Irene Wright, Salt Spring Island

Expanding The Post Office Role

Dear Editor:
I want my postal outlet to expand, not dwindle in service. Living
in the Gulf Islands has many positive points and having access
to a postal outlet makes doing business here manageable. It
could make it even better if we had local banking services.
Canada Post has been damaged by the Harper Era and his
legacy is still evident in how Canada Post is run. It is time to
grow the services of Canada Post into a greener and more
streamlined version—delivering more than post. Senior
services, banking needs, coast-to-coast electric car plug-in
stations...
Please join me in asking our government to adopt the
Delivering Community Power proposal. The Gulf Islands and
Canada would be better for it and the big banks a little poorer.
Our Canada Postal Bank could become the financier of green
tech and bring Canada closer towards our climate targets.
Many thanks to the Leap Manifesto team for bringing out
possible solutions to our country’s and the world’s problems.
LEAP with me—call your MP today and look into the public
government review currently underway.
Annette Witteman, Mayne Island

Follow
on twitter: @islandtides.

www.islandtides.com
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Editorial: West Coast News, Views and Photos

t’s interesting how as all the news arrives, themes appear.
One of my favourite things about editing the news for Island
Tides is saying ‘Ooo, ooo, that connects to… and that
connects to… .’ It almost feels as if the coastal community is an
entity with a group consciousness. In this edition, one obvious
example is affordable housing and another, the parallel between
Green Party voting problems and Canada’s voting system.
My job is to juxtapose those ideas as much as I am able to
and speed them on their way. Mostly, I don’t have much time
or room on the page to point them out, so I must let the
connections speak for themselves and hope that when people
read Island Tides they truly read between the lines.
Getting people thinking and taking action is really the aim
of a publication. It supports democracy. It’s certainly why I
started Island Tides twenty-seven years ago.
I recently sent a letter to folks who have previously been
annual voluntary subscribers but who have not so far
contributed for this year. In it, MP Elizabeth May noted:
‘Canada’s mainstream media is corporate and centralized. But
we on Vancouver Island and its coastal islands have a voice that
brings us real news. I attribute a great deal of the social cohesion,
activism, and high degree of public awareness in our area to
Island Tides.’ I thank her for the kind words.
An unwelcome and extremely demanding summer-long
theme for us has been the Canada Post strike/lock-out situation,
about to go into its third month of uncertainty. It has caused me
to rethink what best fits with carrying out Island Tides’ aims to
spread the word.
We have had seven months of news-filled print editions this
year. Now, somewhat unexpectedly, I find that with the best will
in the world, I cannot continue the impossible task of raising
the huge sums of money needed for printing and postal delivery.
I have kept on with print and postage for quite a few years
beyond what would be considered economically reasonable by
any other company.
Being a good manager, and with a boost in recent years from

readers (thank you), I have kept Island Tides in the black—just.
Of course, online still costs money—but a more manageable
amount. A bit like the islands’ roadside stands, full of summer’s
bounty of veggies and fruit, we will still need our honour-box
subscriptions for reading our bounty of news online.
No other print newspaper could make this intricate
transition to keep publishing—but your unique Island Tides can
and is well worth your support. Thank you to those who have
already sent in a subscription for this year.
I am getting a warm response to online delivery. As you can
see, we are not short of letters or news. So we will continue to
distribute this way. I know something will be lost, especially
portability, but Island Tides’ main thing, the news, is still there.
It’s the words and pictures that count, not exactly where you
read them.
Twenty-seven years ago, there was no such mechanism for
distribution in semi-remote areas. Now it is well established. To
make it easy, if you send your email address to
islandtidesnewspaper@islandtides.com you can join the
thousands of people who already receive an email notification
each time the next edition is published. A synopsis of articles
and a link to the newspaper—which will look just as Island Tides
always has—will arrive in your email mailbox.
Not so very different: same great news, letters and advertisers.
Island Tides online has brighter colours, more pictures, more
pages, and you can make the print as large as you like.
If all you ever do online is email, or feel you must read from
paper, we can even email you a message with all the news stories
in plain text, which you can print out. Or perhaps you can get
together with friends to organize an Island Tides read-aloud
party. (If you have neighbours who only use email, please help
by making sure they know about this service.)
Our next task is to create an app so you can link easily to
Island Tides from your phone or tablet. We’re learning a lot!
Enjoy reading.
—G-WC

Readers’ Letters

Reading Island Tides Online

Dear Editor:
I was on the ferry home to Victoria from Saturna when I read
the July 28 edition. Your story of determination (and goodwill)
to get the paper out in the face of Canada Post uncertainty was
inspiring. Elizabeth May’s recollections on the Chicago
Democratic Convention made that world event so much more
personal. The article about the Mayne Island picnic for Syrian
refugees brought a smile to my face (and tears to my eyes).
Thanks for such good journalism. I’ve discovered that I can
read Island Tides online, which looks just like the print one, at
www.islandtides.com. I’ll make a contribution.
Steve New, Victoria

Re: Wildwood Ecoforest Purchased

Dear Editor:
The proposed privatization of Merv Wilkinson’s inalienablestatus Wildwood Ecoforest by The Land Conservancy of BC
(TLC) is a crisis in land conservancy. It has far-reaching results
that impact the land trust movement.
It is incredible that TLC’s intention contradicts TLC’s own
charitable land trust bylaw which states that inalienable land
can only be transferred ‘to an organization having similar
purposes to the society’. Equally unimaginable is that TLC
would consider trashing one of the most important bylaws and
principles on which the land trust movement is dependent.
TLC’s stated intention clear-cuts the public’s trust in the
long-standing tenets of land trust community practices and
standards. Who of the donors to purchase and protect
Wildwood forever would have done so knowing that TLC would
sell to a private buyer, and allow for private ownership and
private management? I am a long-time TLC member and I
would not have done so.
Holding special lands in common and in perpetuity is a
valuable and imperative practice. It needs to be protected. It is
a part of the ‘safety net… as we move forward into a perilous
future’ that Jan Slakov speaks of in the August 11, 2016, edition
of Island Tides.
Miyo Stevens, Crofton

Wildwood - Next Action

Dear Editor:
I read with interest the recent article on Wildwood, (Island
Tides, August 11, 2016, page 7) and would respectfully like to
let you know that the perspective presented is not the entire
story. Ecoforestry Institute Society (EIS) worked closely with
Merv when he was alive and has been the official Wildwood
manager for the past 15 years. We are intimately acquainted
with the property and the practices and principles of
ecoforestry. We strenuously object to TLC’s proposed sale of
Wildwood to a private individual. Not only was the property
originally bought with $1 million in public donations, but
generations of the public have enjoyed the magic of Wildwood
over the years. Sale to a private individual is not only against
the provincial Charitable Purposes Preservation Act, but it
contravenes the TLC’s own inalienability bylaws as well as its
own constitution.
The sale is illegal, immoral and unethical. EIS will be
mounting a court challenge to this sale and we have every
reason to believe we will win and that Wildwood will be
preserved forever in the public domain where Merv Wilkinson

wanted it to be.
Please view public reaction in Wildwood Ecoforest’s
facebook page: www.facebook.com/wildwoodecoforest. You
may also be interested in the comments related to the TLC news
release
quote
on
TLC’s
own
website
at:
conservancy.bc.ca/2016/07/the-land-conservancy-of-bcaccepts-purchase-and-sale-agreement-for-wildwoodecoforest-from-merv-wilkinsons-apprentice. As well as TLC
Facebook comments at: www.facebook.com/TLC4BC posting,
dated July 25. To put it simply, people are angry and outraged
and many of the original donors want their money back.
Kathy Code
Communications Director, Ecoforestry Institute Society.

Fracking and Tailing Dams

Dear Editor:
While it’s important to ban fracking near hydro facilities, even
more damaging is the risk of the some 400 tailings dams built
by mining companies throughout the province. Many of these
are not even registered or known. Some are built on glacial till,
like the recent disaster at Mount Polly, and are far more subject
to earthquake damage than the hydro-electric dams. They
should have at least a 10-kilometre frack-free zone around
them. Many are upstream within community drinking
watersheds and/or on fish bearing streams.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

Re: ‘What do Refugees Have to do
With Climate Change?’

The following letter was written in response to Peter Nix’s
article in the August 11 edition of Island Tides ‘What do
Refugees Have to do With Climate Change?’
Dear Peter:
Such a well-written, inspiring and worthwhile article!
Coincidentally, I was drawn to watch a ‘futuristic’ movie last
night on TV, quite a dreary depiction of factions battling each
other in London, England, I guess, 2050 or so. They lived in a
dystopia, a world of chaos and the worst in humanity, with such
a high infertility rate that no baby had been known to be born
on the planet in 18 years. Normally, I don’t watch such movies,
but when it was over I thought to myself that viewing it tells me
the kind of world we must prevent.
Your wisdom, flexibility and generous donation of your time
and energy, in Greece with Syrian refugees, are ingredients that
teach people to work together positively, instead of tearing each
other down.
Kudos for such an excellent story!
Lavonne Garnett, Nanaimo

Ingenious Plan For Affordable
Housing On Galiano

Dear Editor:
After over four years of community meetings and consultations
with credit unions and regulatory bodies, the Galiano Land Trust
will present the completed plan for the Galiano Green Home
Ownership Community to the residents of Galiano at a second
Community Information Meeting on September 19 at 12:30pm
at the Lions Hall. A Public Hearing will follow. Please plan on
attending to voice your support for this project.
In 2012, the non-profit Galiano Land Trust purchased 10
acres at 409 Porlier Pass Road to provide land and

LETTERS, please turn to next page
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infrastructure for housing desperately needed for people
employed in the community. This affordable home-ownership
community with 20 sites will help singles, couples, and families
who need to get a ‘foot in the door’ of a small affordable starter
home that they can build themselves, with help from friends
and neighbours or a local contractor.
Since 2012, Galiano’s serious housing shortage has become
chronic. Many affordable rentals have been converted to Air
BnB and vacation rentals, more than half the houses on Galiano
stand empty most of the year and many people have left the
island in desperation because of the lack of safe and secure
affordable housing. Because of this, our Local Trust Committee
and the Islands Trust in Victoria have placed affordable housing
at the top of their priority list for 2016. The concept now has the
support of our consultants and our credit unions and we are
working closely with our Islands Trust planners, Robert Kojima
and Kim Stockdill.
These are the steps that the Galiano Land Trust has taken to
get this project shovel-ready:
Site Purchase: searched for and found a suitable site near the
village core which conformed to OCP mandates for an affordable
housing site, including clustering and proximity to services.
Community Financing: obtained zero interest interim loans
from community members to purchase the property and carry
out the studies and environmental consultations required by
the Islands Trust.
Community Information Meetings: held a series of
neighbourhood meetings as well as a very successful
Community Information Meeting in the fall of 2013.
Housing And Lease Agreements: worked with the planners
and Local Trust Committee to develop a Housing Agreement
and Lease Agreement which would ensure that the project will
provide a safe and secure affordable housing situation for
islanders in perpetuity.
Farm Fencing And Set-Back: built an 1100ft fence to
separate the site from the neighbouring farm to protect their
livestock.
Rainwater Harvesting: integrated rainwater harvesting into
the site plan—all residents will collect, treat and store rainwater
for their own needs so that neighbouring wells will not be
affected.
Community Involvement: held annual Bob Dylan Birthday
Party fundraising concerts and attended numerous Canada
Day, Fiesta and Saturday Markets to present information to the
public.
Site Plan: worked with consultants, architects, surveyors and
engineers to develop a site plan that would conform with the
OCP requirements for a green community.
Community Management Committee: will ensure an
independent process to help residents decide if they have the
skills and resources necessary to build a house at Galiano Green.
Financial Planning And Support: The good news is that the
Galiano Green concept is self-funding and completely nonprofit. No new property taxes or grants will be needed for this
initiative. The Galiano Land Trust has developed a long-term
financial plan for Galiano Green infrastructure and
maintenance and negotiated a low-cost financing model with
CCEC Credit Union and VanCity Savings to obtain funding for
the project and mortgages for individual homeowners. Some
short-term funding will also be available from the Galiano
Community Loan Fund Society.
At last, Galiano Green is close to being a reality after more
than four years of effort. This will be the first affordable housing
built on Galiano in 35 years—the last being the Page Drive
Seniors’ Residence which is adjacent to the Galiano Green site.
More Galiano islanders are in core housing need (defined as
spending more than 30% of their income on housing) than any
other rural community in Canada except Inuvik. This is an
opportunity for motivated, capable people to build their own
homes without the high cost of owning land. When current
renters move into these new homes at Galiano Green, the rental

homes will be freed up for other residents, so this project will
help renters as well as home-owners.
It takes many years to plan a project of this nature, obtain
funding and comply with regulatory bodies, so it is essential that
Galiano Green is supported at the upcoming Public Hearing on
September 19. Building human-scale, self-sufficient
communities is imperative to meet the changes in our society.
Galiano Green will provide employment for local builders, will
benefit local businesses with housing for their employees and
will teach valuable skills. Strengthening family ties and allowing
young families to remain on the island is key to making Galiano
a resilient community again, capable of solving our own
problems with our own resources.
If you have any questions prior to the meeting, please email
info@galianogreen.org or phone 250.539.2960.
Galiano Land Trust Board of Directors: Tom Hennessy, Diane
Laronde, Doug Latta, Jemma Lee, Canute Lilholt, Andrew
Loveridge, and Roger Pettit

They Call it ‘Progress’

Dear Editor:
If you happen to drive through many North American cities you
will see the devastating result of wrong planning: Once a
beautiful landscape, until the developer decided to convince the
city council to vote for ‘progress’. So everything started big and
ended in destruction. The life in the little towns were ruined.
Now you can find strip malls that draw life out of the little
towns. You see shop windows with wooden boards and a rundown neighbourhood where once there was a thriving litte town
with its own unique character.
Should this be the fate of North Saanich and Sidney? Why
should we copy those strip malls, where they sell the same items
you can find in Sidney? Since the big merchants are able to offer
those items for less, customers will desert their own little town
and farm stands to save money.
Take for example Sandown, the former race track in North
Saanich, which according to the ALC is 12 acres of prime
agricultural land, now ready to become another strip mall with
mid box stores, offered by Platform development. Add another
10 acres of commercial retail proposed for the Gateway project,
only about one kilometre away from Sandown and just opposite
of Sidney, the little town by the sea. Small businesses and
struggling farmers will not be able to compete with mid box
wholesale marketing methods. Will this be the demise of
farming in North Saanich?
The Sandown proposal has changed considerably since it
was first introduced. Gone is the covenant in perpetuity leaving
the 83 acres vulnerable to development in the future, and gone
is the promise of no big or mid box retail. Even though a Traffic
Review indicates that the existing road network is not sufficient
for large shopping centres, big and medium box stores or dense
commercial activities, the planning continues.
Don’t we have better ideas, which would enrich our
community rather than paving over prime farmland for the
benefit of a developer and the property owner?
There are other options, which are not in competition with
Sidney stores and local farming. Should we become another
Langford?
Progress is not how to make more money and add more of
the same, but how to improve our neighbourhood with less
traffic and greater knowledge. ‘Progress occurs when
courageous, skilful leaders seize the opportunity to change
things for the better.’ (Harry Truman)
Hildegard Horie, North Saanich

Safe Haven on Hornby

Dear Editor:
My boyfriend and I recently had an unforgettable experience
while visiting Hornby island. We would like to share our story
with you because we feel it captures the welcoming and
compassionate spirit of the Hornby community.
LETTERS, please turn to page 7
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“Quality Workmanship
)
Reliable Service”
Residential & Commercial
Vince Smythe
250-213-6316
info@smytheroofing.com
free estimates

• WATER WELLS
• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE,
GEOTECH & ENVIRONMENTAL
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

An Island Family Business
For 50 Years!

SALT SPRING ISLAND

Over 1,000 Canada Post workers and supporters rallied outside of Prime Minister Trudeau’s constituency
office in Montreal on August 6 to ask that the government intervene in the ongoing negotiations between
the Canadian Union of Postal Workers and Canada Post.

Chester was born in
Vancouver. He grew
up in Woodfibre, BC.
He was with the Sea
rangers in his youth
and owned his first
sailboat when he was
18. He joined the Royal
Canadian Navy in
WWII, serving on both
the west and east
coasts as well as on
convoys to Europe.
After the war, he
married and moved in
1954 to Galiano Island.
He and Marion lived first at Phillimore Point and later at
Whaler Bay. He became a member of the Trans Pacific Club
sailing on Dragoon in the San Pedro to Hawaii race in 1953.
He also belonged to the Kitsalino and Burrard Yacht Clubs.
He made his way as a carpenter, contractor, and small
businessman. He built the marina at Montague Harbour, was
a member of the Chamber of Commerce and served his
community in many roles. While he was with the Chamber
of Commerce, the government decided to start two marine
parks in BC and he was a powerhouse in lobbying that the
government make Montague Harbour one of them. His
efforts succeeded.
Chester was a founding member of the Galiano Island
Volunteer Fire Department and stayed with it for 40 years.
He was Firechief for 25 years.
One of Chester’s passions was fundraising for the Terry
Fox Foundation. He was always hard to beat in the
fundraising department especially when he started
requesting that people match his age in their donations for
the run.
Chester leaves a daughter, Judy Hanbury (Reg). Chester
lost Marion in 2008. Chester had a long life well lived and
full of happiness. He had 98 good years, 63 of them on
Galiano. We will always remember him with a twinkle in his
eyes and that smile on his face—he did love life and his island.

))

Besley
Design & Build
&

0 0

3D Computer Design
Permit
Plans
$
Foundations
& Framing
$ & Roofing
Siding
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations
& Additions
)
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Done Right - Safely

• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

Hy-Geo
Consulting

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

(250) 658-1701

information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

FOR SALE

On Pender. Set of 3 vintage highgrade fir windows, in frames with
sills, and interior trim boards: 2
casement (50”x36”), 1 awning
(36”x21”). Quick install. Suitable
for porch or outbuilding (or
replace the single-pane glass).
$100. Call 250-216-2796.

Next deadline:
August 31
www.islandtides.com
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Mel Hurtig – 1932-2016

Photo: Kim Stewart

An otter on the path at Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve on Salt Spring Island.

Early summer traffic continuing
cause for dancing in the halls

S

Brian Hollingshead, Chair FACC
ome observations on BC Ferries traffic:
1. Vehicle traffic is up 5.16% over last
June; passenger traffic up 3.31%. Good

news.
2. Across the system, vehicle traffic, where
the serious revenue is, is up substantially more
than passenger traffic, both this month and
YTD; and
3. The strong growth trend appears likely to
sustain throughout the summer.

The Nitty and the Gritty …

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

TALISMAN

BOOKS &GALLERY

Art Show: Nancy Silo
and Clare Mathias
Art Opening: Sept 3
(Show runs until Sept 15
250-629-6944
Driftwood Ctr, Pender Island

TOURS • RENTALS •
LESSONS • E-BIKE • SUP
YOGA RETREATS

TOLL FREE: 1 (855) 629-6939
www.kayakpenderisland.com

Moon Dates
- take a
walk in the
moolight!
New: Sept 1

Full: Sept 16
www.islandtides.com

All route groups are showing substantial traffic
growth for the month over what was a strong
June last year. Anything over 4% is a big deal,
particularly when it’s in the wheeled category.
This is consistent over almost all of the routes,
with a few notable exceptions (Texada, Rte 18;
Thetis, Rte 20; Gabriola, Rte 19 and Quadra,
Rte 23)
The June traffic jump is consistent with
increases for the year thus far. While the minor
routes have shown stronger traffic growth than
the majors so far this year, June saw the majors
with heftier gains.
Both Northern/Central Coast routes are up
with double digit increases this month. On Rte
10, the growth appears largely between Prince
Rupert and Port Hardy, with the Central Coast
destinations continuing to lag. The effect of the
‘Demise of Rte 40’ will become more
pronounced when July and August stats area
available.
This is the second June showing substantial
recovery. This looks as if traffic has caught up
to where it used to be. However, bear in mind
that 2009, the year we started to get this online
data, was at the bottom of the cliff for traffic as
the global recession took big bites out of
everything, including ferry traffic. So it
happens that 2009 becomes the default
baseline point. Though the increase is legit, it
just isn’t as rosy in the bigger picture as it
appears here.
The Minor Route June traffic is showing a
second year bump similar to the system-wide
one. Not quite back to even 2009 level, but it
has to dig out of a deeper hole than the system
traffic. The direction and magnitude are
consistent with the system numbers.
While the YTD numbers for April, May and
June are robust in themselves, the 13-month
look, back into last year, shows that the current
gains are part of a year-long growth trend.
August 2015 was the only no-growth month,
suggesting it could have rained every other day
this August and we’d still see a continuing
traffic gain.
The Northern/Central Coast routes
continue to shine, though not as brightly (so
far) as last year. Like the system growth, vehicle
gains are leading passenger gains. Tourism
strength is undoubtedly a factor. (I just drove

<

to and from Calgary. Lots of rented RVs on the
road and European visitors in stopping points.
So they are here and some will be found on a
ferry near you.)
If the current trend continues‚ as it likely
will, the 2017 increases will bring traffic
substantially closer to where it was in FY2008.
Given the growth in GDP and population, the
traffic since 2008 was substantially lower then
what it would have been if we had only had
inflation-based fare increases. Something less
than a resounding success story. Two more
years of 5% growth across all routes after this
year would be a genuine cause for rejoicing,
insofar as BCF revenue would be concerned.
But there’s a long way to go to just break
even with traffic levels of eight years ago.

Ferry Dependent
Communities

BC has enjoyed and is enjoying a huge tourism
resurgence last year and this. It’s undoubtedly
a factor in ferry traffic recovery, though it’s
masking the fare and service cut impacts on
ferry-dependent communities. Tourist traffic
is great for BCF, and undeniably valuable to
tourism businesses in our communities, but
doesn’t do much for our local residents. And
we know that tourism can expand and contract
with the value of the Canadian dollar, border
security issues, SARS-type scares, the price of
gasoline, US politics, etc. It’s a fickle benefactor.
Perhaps more attention needs to be placed on
Experience Card discounts for residents and
local businesses so their interests don’t end up
getting sacrificed for the hoped-for tourist
traffic.

Sizing The New Route Nº9
Ferries

Those of us who’ve been here a while recall the
widely-heralded Demographics Report, which
led BCF to the conclusion that traffic was
almost certainly aimed at a steady decline, as
the best of times were behind us. Local
communities all aging faster than a year at a
time and fewer ‘workers’ are commuting to
Vancouver Island. Less demand, thus, smaller
ferries for the future.
This seems to have been a factor in sizing
the new intermediate class ferries (ICFs) being
acquired for Routes 9 and 17. The advertised
capacity increase on Route 9 is in part the
result of adding summer sailings that could as
easily be added to the existing schedules. The
point however is that if the current traffic trend
sustains, the earlier assumptions were dead
wrong and need to be re-thought before BCF
commits to the next generation of minor route
boats.
Cheer up. You could be in the US deciding
who you really, really want to vote for! 0

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for publishing it! Mail or
phone in your $30 subscription today. 250-216-2267. Thank you!

On Wednesday, August 3, 2016, Mel Hurtig shook off the
chains of his mortality to find the place of peace that passeth
understanding, and—as Shakespeare has it—‘from whose
bourn no traveller returns’.
On Wednesday, August 3, 2016, Canada lost one of its
finest citizens. At once truculent, determined, irascible,
warm, colourful, imaginative… and more, Mel Hurtig gave
his most intense energies to shape an honourable,
independent, and self-respecting nation Canadians could
own and cherish. In that work he was indefatigable.
For much of his adult life, Mel Hurtig wrote books to
inform Canadians of their loss of sovereignty and to urge
them to action. His last book, written for the October 2015
federal election, was a rich compendium of reasons
Canadians should remove the Conservative government led
by Stephen Harper… and Mel believed the book is, possibly,
his most important one. Inasmuch as it helped Canadians
to take the action that changed government, it may well be
his most important book.
Mel Hurtig was a self-made man. Raised in Edmonton,
Alberta, he is said to have gone for a year to university,
deciding that was not the route for him to take. He created
a bookstore in Edmonton that became famous. Then he
became a publisher—and Hurtig Publishers had an
impressive and significant life. He is remembered for
creating the excellent Canadian Encyclopedia—enormously
important in the years before the internet and its research
engines, and still an on-going, important research source.
The story is told that he gave speeches in schools, and
would visit the school library each time… shocked and
disappointed at the absence of research materials on
Canada. Not only did he set about producing an
Encyclopedia of the highest standard, but he also is said to
have talked the Alberta government into supplying a copy
for every school with a library in Canada!
A determined patriot, Mel Hurtig was early an important
member of the Committee for an Independent Canada
(1970). He was an admirer and friend of Walter Gordon who
was one of the most important politicians of the 1960s and
1970s working for the repatriation of Canadian economic
sovereignty. The committee disbanded in 1981, declaring
(incorrectly) that its ends were mostly achieved. Perhaps
that was because the (returned) Trudeau Liberal
government appeared determined to effect greater
Canadian economic sovereignty.
Instead, the Trudeau Liberal government faded away, to
be replaced by the intensely pro-US Conservative
government of Brian Mulroney, pushing for closer ties and
‘deep integration’ with the USA. The result was the founding
in 1985 of the Council of Canadians—very largely the work
of Mel Hurtig and Walter Gordon.
Many are the claims of those who declare themselves
‘founders’ of the COC! But the man who secured the Four
Seasons Hotel accommodation for the founding meeting,
who invited (or had the word spread to) all who came to that
meeting in Toronto, and then who led the Council as Chair
for the first years, was Mel Hurtig. Indeed, when (a year or
so ago) a fantasy list of ‘founders’ was published by COC, I
was alarmed. Mel Hurtig’s name was not even listed! In a
telephone conversation with me, he remembered that a few
months after the founding meeting (which he attended) he
met Maude Barlow in Ottawa and urged her to become
involved with the Council.
But prickly as he was, Mel Hurtig would not speak
publicly about the founding of the COC, refusing to discuss
the subject. If there were founders of the Council of
Canadians, they were two: Mel Hurtig and Walter Gordon.
When I entered the meeting room in the Toronto Four
Seasons Hotel, I recognized the dozens of people present as
those who had a history of fighting for Canadian
independence; it was almost a family reunion and—at least
as ‘older brothers’—Mel Hurtig and Walter Gordon knew all
the family members.
A few days later, I met Mel Hurtig and he told me that
when the meeting finished, he returned to his hotel room to
find it had been ransacked and left so he would know it had
been ransacked. The Mulroney RCMP, Mel surmised,
leaving a calling card. Readers will remember that as prime
minister, Brian Mulroney was driven in a bullet-proof car—
which, upon becoming prime minister, Jean Chretien
laughed at and removed.
Mel Hurtig received well-deserved honours during his
lifetime of tireless work. He will be sorely missed and sorely
needed in the coming years. If he could have a wish fulfilled
involving his public life, it might well be that others, young
Canadians, will materialize, will take up the task of gaining
Canadian independence, and will fight on for it until it is
won.
—Robin Mathews

is on
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@islandtides.
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please •

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Pender Farmers Institute Saturday Market—Fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works and
demonstrations, culinary delights, buskers; bring your friends and
family, enjoy coffee and a snack, you never know what you’ll find
or who you’ll meet • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER

Now to September 18

ArtCraft—Fine arts and crafts at BC's longest
running show: ceramics, fibre arts, basketry,
painting, jewelry, wood accessories. decorative and
functional; The Best of the Gulf Islands in downtown
Ganges • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road • Open 7
days a week, 10am-5pm • Info: 250.537.0899,
www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT SPRING

Saturday, August 27

Pender Islands Fall Fair ‘Celebrating Local Food
and Farms’—Parade; agricultural and rural arts
exhibits; entertainment; food; beer garden •
Community Hall • Market: 9:30am; Gate: 10am;
Parade: 10:30am; BBQ: 5pm • Admission by
donation; suggested donation $5 • Info and catalogue:
www.pifi.ca, Barb 250.629.3819 • PENDER

Saturday, August 27

Photo: Mike Yip

An eagle flies with dinner in its talons.

News Digest
Amnesty International Weighs in on Site C

A report by Amnesty International is calling on the federal and
provincial governments to put a stop to the construction of BC
Hydro’s $8.8 billion hydroelectric dam currently being built in
the Peace River Valley. The human rights advocacy group’s
report urged government to rescind all permits and
construction approval on the grounds that they violate the
human rights of indigenous people.
‘Canadian and international law require a high and rigorous
standard of protection to ensure that indigenous peoples, who
have already endured decades of marginalization,
discrimination, dispossession, and impoverishment, are not
further harmed by development on their lands and territories,’
said the report, which was titled ‘The Point of No Return’. It
called for greater consultation with First Nations and
recommended that the Site C project should only proceed on
the basis of free, prior and informed consent from affected
indigenous people.
BC Hydro’s president and chief executive officer, Jessica
McDonald, has said that consultations with First Nations were

GREEN PARTY from page 1

step down as party leader. She added that she thought that
stepping down would trigger a leadership contest and could
create a voting opportunity to revisit the conference’s
contentious motions, including BDS, in a more usual Green
Party manner. Since she was leaving immediately on holiday,
she said she would review the situation on her return.
She arrived back in Ottawa on Sunday, August 21, where she
met with the Green Party Federal Council to find the way
forward. At the press conference, she said that she had been
shown overwhelming support to remain as leader and that the
Federal Council was going to organize a Special Meeting, likely
in December. This meeting would re-open all policies passed at
the August 2016 Convention on which the floor was divided,
with the goal of reuniting the party. She says modern
technologies, when used, enabled the Green Party to have
‘greater numbers of participants in decision-making’.

Boycott, Divest, Sanction Movement

After the conference, media focused on the BDS movement vote
as May’s reason to step down. May emphasizes that being ‘for’
the BDS movement was not anti-semitic and the BDS
movement should not be demonized. ‘There is goodwill on all
sides,’ she said. Early this year, May had express her opposition
in Parliament to condemnation of the BDS social movement
against Israel.
The key issue for the convention, which was not addressed
there, she said, was that a political party should not support a
social movement like BDS, ‘with all its ‘baggage and make it part
of policy’. She said this would open up Green Party policy to
outside control. The Special Meeting will likely provide an
opportunity to look at the Israel/Palestine issue in-depth with
full grass-roots involvement.
At the Green Party Conference, May, whose leadership
received a 94% vote of confidence earlier this year, gave a
keynote address spotlighting proportional representation,
climate change, and global trade agreements. She touched on
climate change and proportional representation again at the

adequate.
‘The Site C project has been through an extensive review and
approval process,’ she said. ‘I do feel that the report misses the
mark.’
The Amnesty report, however, says that ‘No amount of
consultation is adequate if, at the end of the day, the concerns
of indigenous peoples are not seriously considered and their
human rights remain unacknowledged or unprotected.’
Several court cases by First Nations against the dam are
currently underway, despite dam construction proceeding.

BC Hydro to Compensate Peace River
Farmers with $20 Million

BC Hydro has announced that it will be giving Peace River
farmers a collective $20 million in compensation for the
flooding of 5,000 hectares of prime agricultural land as a result
of the Site C dam. The funding will be provided under Site C’s
Agricultural Mitigation and Compensation Plan. The money
will be given to general agricultural enhancement initiatives as
opposed to individual farmers. The funds will be used for
NEWS DIGEST, please turn to page 8



From Green Party’s Procedural Rules

‘The Green Party of Canada uses a consensus seeking
procedure: if possible, we work to make a motion acceptable
to all participants, not a simple majority. We do not use
Robert’s or Bourinot’s Rules of Order in order to make
decisions. Instead, we Greens believe that each person
involved in a decision has a piece of the truth. Therefore,
Greens believe that amendments to a motion strengthen it, as
opposed to the traditional belief that they dilute the motion’s
strength.
This does not mean that total agreement on everything is
required. If a person is unhappy with a motion but is not
sufficiently opposed to stop it from proceeding, that person
may stand aside. This person’s reasons for opposing the
motion are noted for future reference. If a person is sufficiently
opposed to a motion as it stands to stop it from proceeding,
that person may block the motion providing the person is a
member in good standing and the principle for blocking is
consistent with the Party’s constitution and values. A blocked
motion is either tabled, amended, referred to a committee for
more work, or proceeds to a deciding vote.
In a large plenary, coloured cards may be used to indicate
people’s intentions toward a motion: A yellow card indicates
that they need more clarification or information before they
can consent to or reject the motion. A green card indicates that
a person understands the motion and consents to it. A red card
indicates that they understand the motion and object to it.’

August 22 press conference, saying that the House of Commons
Special Committee on Electoral Reform was her focus for the
next three months and that Green Shadow Cabinet and Green
Federal Council would enable her to devote her time to it.
Ed’s Note: The Honourable Maryam Monsef, Minister of
Democratic Institutions, will attend MP May’s townhall on
Saturna on Wednesday, September 7, to hear feedback on
democratic reform.

SIMRES SeaTalk—Whale Tales; whale storytelling on the beach
with gray and humpback whale researcher
Dr. Jim Darling; bring your own stories to
tell; gourmet taco dinner by island chef
Hubertus • Thomson Park/Saturna Beach •
Dinner: 6pm; Storytelling: 7:30pm • Tickets:
$40 for dinner; $10 for talk • Reservations for dinner must be made
beforehand: 250.539.5991, swallace@saturnanet.net • Info:
saturnamarineresearch.ca • SATURNA

Friday, Sept 2 to Wednesday, Sept 28

Red Tree Gallery Art Show—Featuring paintings
by Hedi Kovacs, wearable fabric art by Mira Petrie
and the thread art & modeling paste work of Guest
Artist, Janet Cameron • Hope Bay Centre • Opening
Reception on Saturday, Sept 3 • Tue-Sun, 10am4pm • Info: 250.629.6800, www.redtreegallery.ca •
PENDER

Saturday, September 3

Climate Stories: Poetry & Science—With
Stephen Collis & Lynne Quarmby, SFU
profs who were sued by Kinder-Morgan; an
interactive evening of evidence and art •
7–9pm • Salt Spring Public Library • Info:
250.537.5251,
transitionsaltspring.ning.com/events/climate-stories-poetry-andscience • SALT SPRING

Saturday to Monday, September 3 to 5

149th Annual Saanich Fair—Western Canada’s
oldest continuous agricultural fair is back; Food,
rides, games, performers; 5,000 square foot kid
zone; pedal tractor races and a giant colouring wall •
Info: SaanichFair.ca • SAANICH

Sunday, September 4

3rd annual South Pender Island Growers and Makers Heritage
Market—Produce from South Pender gardens, preserves, hand
 old fashioned games; Come join in
crafted items, jewelry, art and
the fun! • On the grounds of the Church of the Good Shepherd
(next to Poets Cove Resort) • 1-4pm • PENDER

Sunday, September 18

Terry Fox Run—Run, walk, wheel, ride for cancer
research (going strong for 36 years!); Terry on what
really matters in life: ‘The answer is to try to help
others.’ • Miners’ Bay Park • Registration 10:30am,
Run / Walk / Ride at noon • MAYNE

Monday to Thursday, Sept 26 to 29

The Tannahill Weavers—Scotland’s finest traditional band is
touring the Southern Gulf Islands in September • MoN, SEPT 26:
Pender, Community Hall, tickets at Talisman
Books • TUES, SEPT 27: Salt Spring, Fulford Hall,
tickets at Saltspring Sound • WED, SEPT 28:
Mayne, Community Hall, tickets at Home
Hardware • THURS, SEPT 29: Galiano, South End
Community Hall, tickets at Galiano Books • 7:30pm • Tickets: $22
advance, $25 at the door• Info: Kathy, 250.629.6816 • PENDER,
SALT SPRING, MAYNE, GALIANo

Doug Routley, MLA
Nanaimo~North Cowichan

Unit 112 50 Tenth Street
Nanaimo BC V9R 6L1
T 250.716.5221 | F 250.716.5222

R

Box 269 | #1 – 16 High Street
Ladysmith BC V9G 1A2
T 250.245.9375 | F 250.245.8164
Web: www.dougroutley.ca
Email: douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca

eaders, paying for your Island Tides makes all
the difference. Consider sending in a $30
voluntary subscription. Thank You!
Phone 250-216-2267 today.
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Flavour and Shelf
Life—The Garden
Gem and Other
Food Stories

Photo: Kim Stewart

W

Brian Crumblehulme

henever government or industry want to collect information
about private individuals and advocacy groups, there’s
unobstructed access, but when you try to turn the tables even
a little bit, and have journalists or concerned citizens try to find out what
the government and private industry are doing, all of a sudden there’s
this rhetoric of terrorism and attempts to shut off the flow of information.
—Will Potter, professor of journalism at U Michigan

Three times a day (or maybe eight or ten) we eat, yet what we
eat is getting worse every day—or better depending on where
you live and how much thought precedes the action.
Food writers and a zillion websites wax lyrical about new
foods and what we can do with them, while a smaller but
equally vocal group of advocates is challenging every berry and
burger. For those of us who live in comparative wealth with well
equipped kitchens and access to a garden or farmers’ market,
the options for our food, and consequently our diet and health,
are fabulous. For those with fewer options and those that rely
on supermarkets to aid their decisions, the quality of their food,
and therefore their diet and health, is challenged. Here are a
couple of examples why.

Tasty Tomatoes

Harry Klee is a plant scientist at the University of Florida. His
specialty is tomatoes and twenty years ago, Harry created a
super-tasting fruit. (At this point I’ll interject that flavour is a
consequence of natural toxins, the same toxins that support our
immune systems and general health: the more flavour a fruit
or vegetable has, the better it is for your metabolism.)
As reporter Mark Schatzker described in Slate, ‘Klee took
the best-tasting tomato he’d ever grown—a grape tomato which,
like so many heirlooms is very hard to grow—and crossed it
with a commercial powerhouse called Fla 8059, which grows
superbly but tastes like water. Klee’s new tomato boasted
excellent shelf life, disease resistance and productivity, but by
some miracle, it tasted so good that its flavour scores were
identical to its heirloom parent.
Klee dubbed his miracle fruit the Garden Gem. Klee
presented his new tomato variety to the big seed companies and
they refused to carry it—which effectively means it doesn’t exist.
Why? Because it did not fit with the stringent requirements for
maximum profit. It was the wrong size and ‘because it requires
a few more plucks per pound’ to pack it. As Schatzker
summarized, ‘the entire supply chain seems caught in an
endlessly descending cycle of blandness, like some demented
Escher illustration’. And as Klee concluded: ‘Americans are
stuck with massive, perfectly red, eminently tasteless tomatoes’
because ‘...people don’t know what a tomato is supposed to taste
like’.
Klee’s tomato is now a best seller in Italy. If you would like
to grow Garden Gem next year, send a cheque for US $10 to the
University of Florida at PO Box 110690 Gainsville Fl. 32611, or
you can give Harry Klee a call at the Plant Molecular and
Cellular Biology Program, Horticultural Sciences Department
at 352-392-8249.

Fresh Eggs

Quoting from the regulations for the sale of hens eggs as
provided by the US Department of Agriculture, ‘Egg cartons
with the USDA grade shield on them must display the ‘pack
date’. The number is a three-digit code that represents the
consecutive day of the year starting with January 1 as 001 and
ending with December 31 as 365.’ This is the date the eggs are
placed in cartons. They may have been warehoused for up to
30 days before that. ‘When a sell-by date appears on a carton
bearing the USDA grade shield, the code date may not exceed
45 days from the date of pack.’ So now your eggs might be 75
days old. ‘For best quality, use eggs within three to five weeks
of the date you purchase them. The sell-by date will usually
expire during that length of time, but the eggs are perfectly safe
to use.’
To be clear: your store bought fresh eggs in the average US
supermarket could be up to 75-days-old before you buy them
and an additional 35 days before you crack them. Or, if you

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
www.islandtides.com

Seahorse tugboat, anchored in Ganges Harbour

average out the shelf life, they might be only 50-days-old.
Regardless, they ‘are perfectly safe to use’. Actually, an AA rated
egg should not be more than 14 days old when eaten.
Now as all good cooks know, a really fresh egg is quite hard
to cook properly—they don’t set well—so for that souflé you
might want a more venerable 3-day-old. (Yes, we know eggs
will keep for eternity if they are kept cool and protected from
infections so if anyone is interested I have some pterodactyl eggs
here, they’re a bit dusty but...)
According to Mother Earth News, the demand for better
quality eggs in Europe has led to eggs that are ‘66% higher in
vitamin A, twice as much omega-3 fats, three times the vitamin
E and seven times the beta carotene’ as the average American
one. A British egg can legally be 10-days-old before reaching the
supermarket while giant retailer Marks & Spencer guarantee
theirs seven days from the time of laying. Are we living not just
on another continent but on a different planet?

The Perfect Apple

So how fresh is that perfect polished apple? Once again the
USDA provides a clue: ‘apples not intended for fresh market are
stored at low temperatures, with low levels of oxygen and high
levels of carbon dioxide. While this slows the apples’ natural
production of ethylene and its effects, fungicides must often be
applied.’ According to Martin Lindstrom, author of
Brandwashed: The Tricks Companies Use To Manipulate Our
Minds And Persuade Us To Buy, the average supermarket
apple is 14-months-old.
Besides shelf life, new varieties are bred for quantity and
sugar content instead of acidity or flavour which means the top
best selling apples are Pink Lady, Gala and Fuji. The best
flavoured are Pippins, Granny Smith and Russet varieties.

Corporate Control

We know that the north American food industry has been comodified for maximum consumption and maximum profit;
flavour and health be damned. As Klee says: ‘I have a lot of
worries, and one is that we are raising a whole generation of
people who do not know what real food tastes like... If they go
to Italy and buy a tomato at a roadside stand, it’s a life-changing
event.’
In North America, from the field to the kitchen, the science
of food is under corporate control, not just the production of
food but the science and marketing also. This comes as no
surprise. This is strategic control. The US Farmers and Rancher
Alliance, for example, is owned by Monsanto, Du Pont and the
American Egg Marketing Board. The American Council on
Science and Health is funded by Coca-Cola, Kellogg, General
Mills, PepsiCo and the American Beverage Association, while
the Centre for Food Integrity is funded by Monsanto, United
Soybean and Tyson Foods. And so on.
At the risk of sounding paranoid, the food corporations
control what science is being done, what health and safety
research will be funded while corporate sponsored ‘front
groups’ are created to criticize well grounded science or
traditional methods that might interfere with the bottom line.
The neo-liberals and giant food corporations have won—they
own the system—which leaves us two choices: we can buy the
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prettiest tasteless produce or we can ignore the corporations
and buy from local growers where fresh means ‘today’.

Fresh Summer Food Recipes
Tomatoes, Eggs, Apples

Raw Tomato Salsa

vine ripened Italian Plum tomatoes
red or yellow peppers
jalapeños to taste
fresh red onion
red wine vinegar
warmed extra virgin olive oil
basil & parsley, salt & pepper

Chop the fruit but not too finely. Tear up the herbs and toss with
a little salt & pepper. Toss with oil & vinegar. Mix well and
macerate for an hour at room temperature.
For more of a gazpacho flavour, triple the tomatoes and
jalapeños and chill well before serving with cilantro. And this is
a great way to use up that neighbour-donated zucchini.

Best Summer Eggs Mayonnaise

Place a couple of very fresh egg yolks in a round ceramic bowl
and add a dash of Dijon mustard. Beat with a wire whisk until
it turns thick and creamy.
Slowly drizzle in a little canola oil and keep whipping.
Add a few drops of white wine vinegar and/or lemon juice
and beat this in. Your mayonnaise emulsion will change colour
when it becomes acidic. Adjust the flavour with salt & pepper.
You can very easily vary the flavour to suit the need by
substituting a curry cream for the mustard or horseradish or
mashed anchovies or...

Aioli

Aioli is simply Italian for mayonnaise. First mash some fresh
garlic in your bowl with a little salt. Add the yolks and keep
mashing. In turn add Dijon mustard, olive oil and lemon juice.
Again you can skip the mustard and add cayenne or any
favourite mixture of fresh green herbs such as basil, dill, savory,
rosemary...

Simple Fresh Apple Dessert

Chop really fresh off-the-tree King apples and toss with a little
lemon water.
Drain off the excess liquid and add blueberries or dried
sweetened cranberries and a few pecans. Sprinkle with
cinnamon and maybe a dash of vanilla or orange water. Toss
well and adjust the flavour with golden sugar or chopped dates.

Caramel Apples

In a bowl or mixer, blend a few pitted dates with a dash of
vanilla, cinnamon, ginger, lemon juice, maple syrup and a little
softened butter or walnut oil. This should be really creamy.
Adjust the flavour with salt and the texture with apple juice.
Pick and chop your favourite crisp apples and fold the whole
mess together and let it sit for an hour or so, stirring occasionally
to ensure the apples are completely coated.
Serve with ice cream or warm granola, in waffles or crepes,
as a side dish for roast pork or turkey, or... 0

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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LETTERS from page 3

Our day trip to the island began with a visit to the beach of
Tribune Bay, which was quickly interrupted by an unfortunate
accident. It all started when my boyfriend, who was attempting
to protect us from the sun, decided to emulate the architectural
prowess of the local beach-goers by building a fortress out of
the large pieces of driftwood strewn along the sand. As I sat
there, waiting for the shade to get built, the logs lost their
balance and one of them landed on my head.
About an hour later, the friendly staff at the Hornby medical
clinic assured me that I would survive the goose egg lump on
my forehead. However, I desperately needed to rest in a quiet
place and was in no condition to leave the island at the end of
the day as we had originally planned. We decided to look for a
B&B to spend the night but, as luck would have it, we were
visiting in the midst of peak tourist season and the entire island
was booked up.
Fortunately, a helpful local realtor connected us with
longtime island residents who generously offered to take us in.
We were so appreciative of their willingness to share their
beautiful home with two complete strangers (from Toronto, no
less!).
Once I’d rested, they had even prepared a scrumptious meal
to share with us. Their warmth and friendliness, not to mention
their incredible hospitality, cheered us up and helped me
recover.
They refused any kind of compensation and assured us that
this was simply ‘the Hornby way’ and that any one of their
neighbours would have done the same. We would like to thank
these perfect ambassadors for the island. Their kindness and
generosity left us with a truly positive impression of the
community. Thank you, Hornby!
Ylana Harel and Allan Doheny, Toronto

Farm Land to Ball Diamond

The following letter relates to a proposal to remove a 15 acre
portion of land on Salt Spring Island from the Agricultural
Land Reserve for use as a baseball diamond.
Dear Editor:
The SSI Agricultural Alliance is responsible for implementing
Salt Spring’s Area Farm Plan. As such, we are extremely
concerned about loss of farm land on Salt Spring. There are
many competing land uses for easy-to-develop land. Much of
that land is in the ALR. One third of the land in the ALR on Salt
Spring is not available for farming. A further 6% is under threat.
The Brinkworthy Road application and the General
Employment Zones referral package both place ALR land at risk
at a time when agriculture is rebounding and young farmers
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seek land to farm.
It is our belief that errors and misinterpretations of 10-yearold data in the Agricultural Land Use Inventory Report,
together with some misunderstandings of agricultural land use
on Salt Spring, has led LTC members to conclude that there is
no shortage of farmland on Salt Spring and that it is therefore
reasonable to support non-farm use for ALR parcels.
We ask the LTC to look at the aerial photography of Salt
Spring available on the Islands Trust MapIT site. Arable land
and pastures are surrounded by forest. The majority of parcels
that are being farmed, whether or not they are in the ALR, are
a mixture of fields and forest. In many instances, the forest is
on sloped land unsuitable for farming. Some of the larger fields
are pastures. These areas are generally hilly and do not appear
suitable for more intensive farming. Good arable land is a small
fraction of the land in the ALR.
Given the excellent information available on the MapIT site,
we suggest that the areas of arable land and pasture be tabulated
and that this information be used to update the 2006 data and
findings of the Agricultural Land Use Inventory before any
further decisions regarding ALR land are made.
A common misunderstanding is that hayfields are unused
farmland. They are not. Hay is an agricultural commodity in
short supply on Salt Spring. There is unused farmland available
for agriculture—fields that have not been mown or used for
pasture for a year or more—but well under one tenth of the area
reported in the General Employment Zones staff report.
A further misunderstanding concerns the finding in the
2006 Land Use Inventory that 44% of the land being farmed
on Salt Spring is not in the ALR. This may have led to the
assumption that farming could be relocated to land outside the
ALR with little impact on productivity. Again, we refer the LTC
to the aerial photography. We can identify some productive
farms that are not in the ALR. However the majority of the nonALR farmland is pasture and unsuitable for more intensive
agriculture.
Many hectares of good farmland in the ALR have been lost
to farmers in recent years, including 63 hectares in the
Burgoyne Bay park reserve, the swimming pool lot, and a parcel
on Norton Road rezoned for affordable housing, although no
affordable housing has been built there. Further losses are now
being considered by the LTC.
About 80% of the proposed General Employment Area on
Rainbow Road is in the ALR. Three ALR parcels, including the
cement plant, are not available for farming. However at least
five of the parcels are currently farmed, two are full time farm
businesses and one is a plant nursery and landscaping business.
The proposed GE area would jeopardize at least five small
agricultural operations and would lead eventually to the loss of
about seven ha (17 acres) of ALR land currently available for
agriculture. This location is not appropriate in our view. The
other two proposed GE areas have less impact on agriculture.
The Agricultural Alliance is very concerned that members of
the LTC have been meeting with the Agricultural Land
Commission to discuss the potential delegation of
decisionmaking authority from the ALC to the LTC. And, as
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described in the General Employment Zones staff report ‘to
redraw the boundaries of the ALR on Salt Spring Island’. There
is no support from the Agricultural Alliance for these initiatives.
We question how such significant undertakings can be initiated
with no prior consultation with the agricultural community and
no direction from Trust Council.
Since these ongoing discussions with the ALC are intended
to facilitate the approval of non-farm uses, we think the public
may question whether the LTC is entirely impartial with respect
to the Brinkworthy application. Especially since the LTC has
just replaced three members of its Agricultural Advisory
Planning Committee who were opposed to non-farm use at 181
Brinkworthy.
The Agricultural Alliance opposes the 181 Brinkworthy
application for non-farm use because:
1. A non-farm use designation is essentially the same as
removal from the ALR in our view because although it may be
technically feasible to return playing fields to agricultural use,
it would not be politically feasible or desirable to decommission
established playing fields.
2. The parcel is relatively level, well watered, with reasonably
good soil, good solar exposure, and not in a frost pocket. It is in
the ALR, it is zoned A1, the agricultural capability is Class 2 with
improvement. There is no Class 1 land on Salt Spring. This land
is as good as it gets here for agriculture.
3. There are few fifteen acre parcels left in the ALR that are
available for farming. The size of the parcel is important, the
2006 Land Use Inventory found that in general large parcels
were more productive than small parcels.
4. Appropriate compensation has not been offered to the
agricultural community, although compensation is a
requirement of the ALC. It would be difficult to provide
adequate compensation for this parcel because there are few
equivalent parcels of farmland.
5. It is unnecessary to designate 15 acres for non-farm use
when a smaller parcel would suffice. The applicant has stated
that it may take five years before Phase 1, which is one ball field,
is completed. It is unknown if Phase 2 will ever be funded and
built. A single ball field requires 1.5 acres of playing field and
another 1.5 acres for associated facilities. A three acre site would
be sufficient to meet current needs. If ALR land is to be allocated
for non-farm use, it is preferable to lose three acres rather than
15, and easier to compensate for the loss.
6. With the exception of some communications with BC
Parks, the applicant has not to our knowledge attempted to find
alternative sites since this site was identified. The original search
was undertaken in 2013 and was restricted to parcels of 15 acres,
or two parcels of 7.5 acres. Requirements have now been
refined. The real estate market changes rapidly and without a
local realtor to assist in a search, potential sites will be
overlooked.
The Agricultural Alliance, Salt Spring Island
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Coastal Forestry Crisis Documentary

BC filmmaker, Daniel J Pierce, is working to raise awareness of
the plight of Vancouver Island old growth forests in his new
documentary series Heartwood: A West Coast Forestry
Documentree. The series follows coastal communities as they
unite to defend their forests and demand a sustainable, secondgrowth, value-added forestry industry in BC.
‘Forestry issues have been swept under the rug for far too
long,’ Pierce says. ‘Vancouver Island is in an ecological
emergency stemming from the liquidation of our coastal forests
by a few giant timber companies. Meanwhile, the industry is a
shadow of what it once was. This story is long overdue.’
Central to Pierce’s series is a vision for an alternative forestry
model that seeks to maximize value rather than volume, gives
more control over local forest lands to communities and First
Nations and balances community values such as tourism,
employment, old growth, watersheds, wildlife and recreation.
This will be Pierce’s third long-form documentary. You can
watch the trailer at www.vimeo.com/179005119. The
Heartwood team is currently fundraising to complete the series,
which is just about to move into the post-production phase.
Currently, $10,000 has been raised, with three weeks left in the
campaign. They hope to release episode one in the spring of
2017, in the midst of the next BC election campaign. To donate,
go to www.indiegogo.com/projects/heartwood-a-west-coastforestry-documentree-innovation#/.

A Kinder Morgan Story

Two Simon Fraser University professors who were sued by
Kinder Morgan for their participation in the Burnaby Mountain
protest in November of 2014 will be telling that story, among
others both poetic and factual, on Salt Spring on September 3.
Stephen Collis and Lynne Quarmby will be speaking at the
interactive event, which is titled ‘The Science & Poetry of Climate
Change’. It’s a good story of courage.
Collis is a poet, editor and professor at Simon Fraser
University (SFU). While involved in anti-pipeline activism,
Collis was sued for $5.6 million by US energy giant Kinder
Morgan, whose lawyers read his writing in court as ‘evidence’.
His poetry books include The Commons (Talon Books, 2014),
On the Material (Talon Books, 2010—awarded the BC Book
Prize for Poetry), To the Barricades (Talon Books, 2013), and
(with Jordan Scott) DECOMP (Coach House, 2013).
Collis has also written two books of literary criticism, a book
of essays on the Occupy Movement, Dispatches from the
Occupation (Talon Books, 2012), and a novel, The Red Album
(BookThug, 2013), and teaches at Simon Fraser University. His
next book is Once in Blockadia (Talon Books, 2016).
Quarmby is a cell biologist and professor of molecular
biology and biochemistry at SFU. Concern for climate change
led Lynne to establish a new research program to study the algae
that live on the snow and ice of the Arctic, the most rapidly
changing ecosystem on Earth. She is also a climate justice
activist and that activism has had consequences: she was also
sued and arrested. She ran as Green Party candidate for
Burnaby-North Seymour in the 2015 federal election.
Her research explores a set of molecular machines that serve
as cellular antennae, receiving signals from the world outside
the cell. Lynne is fascinated by the essence of life and thrilled
that some of her group’s discoveries have helped us understand
diseases as diverse as polycystic kidney disease and cancer.

Walk to End Animal Cruelty

Registration has opened for the BC SPCA Paws for a Cause walk
to end animal cruelty. The walk is taking place in September
and October in 30 communities across BC, including one on
Salt Spring Island on October 2. This event is the single largest
fundraising event to raise money for animal cruelty in BC, with
thousands of people participating province-wide. The Salt
Spring event will be held at Heiwa Peace Park from noon to
1pm. You can register at www.spca.bc.ca/saltspringislandwalk.

NEWS DIGEST from page 5

irrigation projects and other projects likely to improve overall
farming in the region.
A special steering committee made up with BCHydro staff
and employees in the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry
of Energy and Mines will take public feedback on the plan from
now until September 26.

Desolation Sound Gravel Quarry Withdrawn

The campaign to ‘Save Desolation Sound’ ended in a victory for
environmentalists when Lehigh Hanson Materials Limited
announced that it would not be proceeding with gravel
explorations in an area just north of the Desolation Sound
Marine Provinicial Park.
The company applied for a temporary investigation licence
from the BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resources
back in April of 2015, and was granted the permit a year later.
Residents of the area almost immediately formed a campaign
against them, signing petitions, writing letters and talking with
local government and First Nations.
Those activists are now celebrating the withdrawal of Lehigh
Hanson. Russell Hollingsworth, who was one of the leaders of
the campaign, thanked all supporters and said that the ‘Save
www.islandtides.com
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The finished Campbell River mosaic mural with the Canada 150 Mosaic team: Lewis
Lavoie, Laurel Sliskovic, Phil Alain, James Headrick and artist Pete the Pen.
Canada 150 Anniversary Mosaic

With Canada’s 150th anniversary next year and the Victoria
Foundations 80th, Victorians came together on August 12 and
13 to paint a mural mosaic that represents their community. Over
the course of two days, residents converged in the central
courtyard of the Greater Victoria Public Library to paint tiles with
images that they feel represent their homes. The individual
images of each tile will come together in one mural to create a
central image. The finished mural will show Kwaguilth artist
Carey Newman’s design of three Coast Salish-stylized orcas. It
will be displayed for years to come, though the location of this
display has not yet been revealed.
This initative is part of the Canada 150 Mosaic project, which
is an undertaking of artist Lewis Lavoie and his team. Over the
course of two years, they are setting out to create murals
involving all of the provinces and territories, and incorporating
more than 80,000 individually painted tiles. Since May of 2015,
communities across Canada have been creating these murals,
including Campbell River (see photo, above) and Parksville.
Each mural incorporates a train car into the central image,
which will, in spirit, join each other mural to create a transcontinental train. If all the murals were joined together, the
finished project would be over 365 metres long, which is roughly
the length of four football fields.

Lost Dog on South Pender

A two-year-old tan chihuahua cross named Callie was lost on
the Mount Norman hiking trail on South Pender on August 17.
Callie’s owners are from Saanichton and are unable to look for
their beloved pet themselves—they are hoping Pender residents
will call Jennifer and David at 250-920-9345 if they spot Callie.

World’s Oldest Orca Spotted

Nicknamed ‘Granny’, the world’s oldest killer whale was spotted
recently off the coast of Washington, in the San Juan Islands’
False Bay. The 105-year-old whale is still swimming in the
waters of the Salish Sea and is older than the Titanic. Scientists
identify her by the name of J2. She is the matriarch of the
Southern Resident Killer Whales, and is said to usually hang out
with around 25 other orcas. Scientists have been studying
Granny from a distance since 1971 when she was 60-years-old.

Desolation Sound Society will continue to monitor any
proposed industrial applications for the Sound. The Board will
be meeting soon to discuss the future of the Society.’

Grassy Narrow Youth Protest Polluted Water

At a recent rally in Kenora, Ontario, youth from Grassy Narrows
demanded the cleanup of their local river, which has been
contaminated with mercury for decades. The English-Wabigoon
River was polluted in the 1960s when Reed Paper in Dryden
Ontario dumped mercury into the water. Since then, health
problems caused by mercury poisoning have become common
in the First Nation community of Grassy Narrows. Residents
drink only bottled water and they cannot fish in the river.
‘We know our waters can be cleaned and we’re not going to
stop rallying until we get what we deserve,’ said Sharice Bruce,
a 16-year-old who helped organize the rally.
The young activists held signs with slogans reading ‘Mercury
Kills’, ‘Water is Sacred’ and ‘Healthy River, Healthy People’.
Among them were thirty youth marchers from Grassy Narrows
who travelled to Toronto in June to lead a march of over 1,000
people.
The Ontario government released a statement shortly after
the protest saying that it is working with other levels of

Orcas usually live between 60 to 80 years in the wild, so
Granny has been swimming a lot longer than most orcas. Her
freedom is part of the reason for her survival—whales in
captivity generally live for 50 years less than those in the wild.
Granny has broken the record for the oldest killer whale alive.

September Islands Trust Council

The program has been announced for the September Islands
Trust Council meeting. The meeting will be held from
September 13 to 15 at the Sidney Pier Hotel. Members of the
public are invited to particpate and observe. There is a townhall
session starting at 1:30pm on Wednesday, September 14,
during which citizens can pose questions and make suggestions.
Trust Council sessions will include a visioning session in
which trustees will work together to identify areas of mutual
concern and importance across the islands. There will also be a
dialogue session with the San Juan County Council to discuss
common interests and issues.
Trustees will also engage in a session on housing to discuss
resources, identify ways to measure impacts of increased
density, and improve affordable housing. An innovative
affordable housing initiative on Galiano comes to Public
Hearing on September 19, see letter, page 2.

Another Affordable Housing Option

Habitat for Humanity Vancouver Island North, an affordable
housing society, held a small private home dedication ceremony
to welcome the newest Habitat homes residents, Jessica and
Darryl Cote and their eight-year-old son, Riley, to their new
Habitat home in Courtenay. The home is one of six constructed
at Piercy Place in 2014.
Improved financial security enabled the previous
homeowners to purchase a home through a conventional
mortgage and sell this one back to Habitat, allowing the
organization to provide another family a hand-up to home
ownership.
Habitat homeowner families must complete 500 hours of
sweat equity building homes in lieu of a down payment. Then,
the home is sold to them and they are required to pay a nointerest mortgage that is set at 30% of their annual gross family
income.0
government to address the community health issues. A
spokesperson from the government has said that the Ministry
of Environment and Climate Change has committed $300,000
to help with water sampling efforts. 0
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A dolphin mom and her baby
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Cabinet—a cautionary note

anadians are rightly proud of the great diversity in
Trudeau’s cabinet. We have gender parity and ethnic
diversity. If Trudeau fulfills even half of his promises,
Canada will be a much improved country, so the prospects look
good.
But are they? Canadians are opposed to a number of major
issues: the siphoning off of almost all profit and assets by the
richest 1%, sovereignty-threatening trade agreements, the
relentless degradation of the environment and the privatisation
of health care.
Who in the cabinet will stand up for us on these issues? The
range of power and influence in the ministerial positions is
huge, but probably the two most important cabinet positions
are the Minister of Finance and the President of the Treasury
Board. These two decide on the amounts and allocation of
government money, which are particularly important as
Trudeau’s plan is to increase infrastructure spending and run
three years of deficit. So who do we have?
The Financial Post approved of the appointment to Minister
of Finance: ‘Long-time Bay Streeter Bill Morneau brings rich
experience to Canada’s top finance post.’ Morneau is past
president of the CD Howe think-tank whose main stated goals
include: ‘the development of free trade; the development of
rigorous inflation targets and related monetary policy; the
reform of the Canada and Quebec Pension Plans, and lower
corporate tax rates.’ Morneau is married to an heir of the global
giant McCain corporation.
Scott Brison, the new President of the Treasury Board, has
important control over who actually gets the available
government money. In 2003, following Joe Clark’s retirement,
Brison ran for the leadership of the Progressive Conservatives
on a platform of ‘new ideas’ that consisted of ‘Employment
insurance reform, more private involvement in health care and
integrated defence strategy with the US.’ What is not mentioned
in the recent press coverage is that Brison is a member of the
Trilateral Commission (a powerful propagator of neo-liberal
doctrine, founded by David Rockefeller in 1973).
Noam Chomsky has described the Trilateral Commission as
‘concerned with trying to induce what they called ‘more
moderation in democracy’—turn people back to passivity and
obedience so they don’t put so many constraints on state power
and so on. In particular they were worried about young people.
They were concerned about the institutions responsible for the
‘indoctrination of the young’ (that’s their phrase), meaning
schools, universities, church and so on which are not doing their
job, the young are not being sufficiently indoctrinated and are
too free to pursue their own initiatives and concerns.
One of the Trilateral Commission’s early publications, The
Crisis of Democracy, says that in the United States the
problems of governance ‘stem from an excess of democracy’ and
thus advocates ‘to restore the prestige and authority of central
government institutions’. Its members are the who’s who of the

- Alan Martin

neo-liberal movement.
‘Project Censored’ reported that ‘Barack Obama appointed
eleven members of the Trilateral Commission to top-level and
key positions in his administration within his first 10 days in
office. This represents a very narrow source of international
leadership inside the Obama administration, with a core agenda
that is not necessarily in support of working people in the
United States.’ The documentary Inside Job showcased the
central perpetrators in the US of the 2008 financial crash, and
in a brilliant scene showed Obama unveiling his team of
financial advisers—there they were, all of them.
The first important—and imminent—decision of the cabinet
is the signing of the TPP, which Chris Hedges has described as
‘the most brazen corporate power grab in history’. The TPP
accelerates the trend of previous trade agreements in forcing
countries to cede a considerable degree of sovereignty to global
corporations; for example, it would be a huge setback for those
groups wanting action on climate change.
Corporations will have even more power to sue for loss of
future profits resulting from government decisions. It will be a
race to the bottom for environmental regulation. But the TPP
is only one part of a triad that includes the Transatlantic Trade
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and the Trade in Services
Agreement (TiSA), which are are currently being negotiated,
again in secret, and will quickly follow the TPP.
The TISA, for example, calls for the privatisation of all public
services, such as education and health care. Despite these serious
concerns, the Liberals seem set to support the TPP—Trudeau has
clearly stated that the Liberals are ‘a pro-trade party’, and has
indicated that MPs will not have a free vote on the TPP.
His position is supported by his choice for International
Trade Minister, Chrystia Freeland. She is very well-connected
to prominent politicians in the US, and is a friend of Larry
Summers, the former US Treasury Secretary and President of
Harvard University—and one of those primarily responsible for
the 2008 financial crash.
‘Her vision of transatlantic trade, transpacific trade as an
engine of growth is one she will be a phenomenal advocate for
in the US… She’ll be listened to because she’s respected,’ said
Matt Browne, a senior fellow at the Center for American
Progress in Washington, DC.
Let us not make the mistake of the US, where people relaxed
after Obama was first elected, and did not hold him accountable
for all his promises. Also let us not underestimate the pressure
of huge vested financial and corporate interests on our Prime
Minister.
It will not be the politicians who usher in a new era of
democracy, it is a movement that must come from the people,
with leaders arising from within. We must all stand up.We must
hold Justin Trudeau’s Cabinet accountable. It can be done. It
must be done. 0
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Capital Regional District
Land Act:

Notice of Intention to Apply for a
Disposition of Crown Land
Take notice that the Capital Regional District from Victoria,
BC, have applied to the Ministry of Forests Lands and Natural
Resource Operations (FLNRO), West Coast Region for a License
to Crown Grant – Institutional (Public Works) situated on the
Provincial Crown land located at Lot 64, VIP22335, Cowichan
District, Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that has been established for the
application is 1414463.
Written comments concerning this application should be
directed to the Section Head, Minister of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at 142-2080 Lebieux Road,
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca
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Comments will be received by FLNRO up to September 25,
2016. FLNRO may not be able to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our website: http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/
ApplicationPosting/index.jsp for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered
part of the public record. For more information, contact the Freedom
of Information Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resources Operations office in Nanaimo.
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Those Fish
Farms

Now logic should be in the making
Of every large-scale undertaking;
Fish-farming’s only one of many
Proposals where there wasn’t any.
Apart from that, it must be said
We need them like a hole-in-head.
They constitute the greatest threat
To natural fish and fishing yet.

They’re clustered round the Inside Passage,
And situate where they’ll do most damage
To fingerlings that seek the ocean—
Does government have the slightest notion
Of regulating their locations
To other and less harmful stations?
Isn’t that what the DFO are for—
To formulate such kinds of law?
Well, now Sea Shepherd Conservation
Deserve our strong congratulation,
Their mission—to investigate
An industry too profligate
On spreading parasites, disease
From their atlantic type species;
Each year sees new infections come
For our wild fish to overcome;
And all our salmon pay the price
For furunculosis and sea-lice.

I must admit I find farmed fish—
A most unappetising dish;
Let’s stick to coho, spring, sockeye—
Sea-food that e’er will satisfy!
H.Barry Cotton
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Did you appreciate this poem?
Help Island Tides pay for
publishing it! Mail or phone in your

$30 subscription today. 250-216-2267.
Thank you!

Green space: how the islands compare - Frants Attorp

The Gulf Islands in the Strait of Georgia are Protection Tax Exemption Program. with the Thetis Island Nature Conservancy to
renowned for their rural charm and natural Participants in that program retain title to their purchase and protect Fairyslipper Forest on
beauty. They hold some of the most vulnerable property while protecting the covenanted area Thetis Island. The agency needs to raise
ecosystems in the province, including arbutus from development in perpetuity.
$560,000 by June, 2017, to protect 16 hectares
woodlands and Garry oak meadows, and are
When deciding on areas to protect, the of maturing Coastal Douglas-fir forest as the first
home to more than 100 species at risk. But just Islands Trust Fund prefers relatively publicly accessible protected area on the island.
how much of the Islands Trust Area has been undisturbed land that serves as habitat for rare It has also accepted proposals for land donations
protected from development in perpetuity?
and endangered species, but also considers on Denman Island (2.55 ha) and Keats Island
The area includes 13 large and more than other offerings. ‘Not every conservation (3.3 ha) and is working on covenants for Link
450 small islands covering 5,200 square property is in pristine condition,’ says Eliason. Island (20 ha), Galiano (18 ha.), Denman (63 ha)
kilometres. The total of protected land in this ‘Restoring land that has been logged or used for and South Pender (1.17 ha).
region is 17.76%, but that number is deceptive industrial purposes is also part of what we do.’
But the Islands Trust Fund’s ambitions don’t
as the percentage varies greatly from island to She adds that a major goal is to avoid isolated stop there. ‘Many areas still need preserving,’
island. See the list, to the right.
says Eliason. ‘The entire region is very
Protected Area (ha)
% of Island
Protected areas can take many forms,
significant in terms of conservation
Ballenas-Winchelsea 23.38
13.14
including parks, nature reserves and
because of rare ecosystems and
Bowen
736.42
14.57
sanctuaries, ecological reserves, watershed
species and the quality of the habitat.’
Denman
1273.93
24.04
lands, heritage forest lands, old growth
She points out that the Trust Fund
Gabriola
534.59
9.19
management areas and private lands
does not have a set percentage of
Galiano
1267.06
21.00
covered by conservation covenants.
protected land as an end target. ‘There
Gambier
1598.72
16.28
One organization with a specific mandate
is much more to conservation than
Hornby
684.30
22.96
to protect natural areas on the islands is the
setting land aside in protected areas.
Lasqueti
875.02
11.89
Islands Trust Fund, which was established in
We need to think about what we are
Mayne
100.85
4.26
1990 by the provincial government. The
doing in our backyards, on farms, in
North Pender
1010.47
19.28
Trust Fund currently administers 26 nature
working forests and across the entire
Salt Spring
3910.83
19.87
reserves and holds 72 conservation covenants
landscape so that habitat and
Saturna
1610.58
45.10
for a total protected area of 1161 hectares.
functional ecosystems are part of the
South Pender
293.89
32.16
Islands Trust Fund Manager Jennifer
fabric of our communities. This
Thetis
154.83
3.17
Eliason indicates there are many reasons the
requires careful visioning, planning,
Total Area
14039.65
17.76
amount of protected land varies from island
management and monitoring as well
to island. ‘Each island has its own history. There pockets of green space and ensure connectivity as cooperation among everyone.’
is also a story behind each protected area. For and buffer zones so species can move about as
She indicates most people who contribute to
instance, almost half of Saturna Island is freely as possible.
habitat protection are deeply committed to the
protected following the creation of the Gulf
Eliason admits the Fund’s greatest challenge environment and share a similar philosophy of
Islands National Park Reserve in 2003 by Parks is to raise money. ‘We have no budget for life. ‘What better way to do something for the
Canada.’
purchasing land and are in the same boat as other world and future generations than help protect
According to Eliason, the Trust Fund non-profit organizations. We rely heavily on an ecosystem?’ she asks. ‘Every time someone
protects land through covenant, land donation, grants and donations for land securement donates funds, gifts land, or volunteers with a
or occasionally purchase. She adds that it is projects. Fortunately, the islands have some conservancy, they are helping preserve the
possible for landowners to receive up to a 65% incredibly generous individuals who have natural wonders of the Gulf Islands.’
reduction in taxes by placing a conservation protected land by donation or an end-of-life
People who wish to contribute to the Islands
covenant on eligible parcels that are greater than bequest.’
Trust
Fund
can
go
to:
two hectares in size through the Natural Area
At the moment, the Trust Fund is working www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. 0

SCHOOL DISTRICT No.64 (Gulf Islands)
District Website: www.sd64.bc.ca

It’s back to school time!
Tuesday, September 6, 2016

GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL
250-537-9944
School is open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for registration of new students beginning August
22. Pick up of Student Schedule Packages and collection of Student Activity Fees will take
place on Tuesday, August 30 and Wednesday, August 31 from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The
Student Activity Fee is $30 for everyone. Students may also purchase a yearbook at this time
for $45 (total for both is $75).
OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 6, will be early dismissal (9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.).
Principal: Mr. Lyall Ruehlen
PHOENIX PLACE PROGRAM
250-537-9944
Classes begin September 6. If you are interested in the services that Phoenix could offer
your high school aged child, please contact Sue McKenzie, VP, at 250-537-9944.

SALTSPRING ISLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL
250-537-1159
School will be open August 22 to September 1, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for registration of new
students. OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 6, will be early dismissal (8:30 to 10:00
a.m.). Parents welcome on Opening Day – PAC representatives will be hosting a ‘Meet &
Greet’.
Principal: Ms. Keiko Taylor
PLEASE CONTACT THE PRINCIPALS FOR THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS:

GALIANO SCHOOL Ms. Shannon Johnston
250-539-2261
Office will be open August 29 to September 1 – 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
First day of school, September 6, students will attend from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, September 6.
MAYNE SCHOOL
250-539-2371

Ms. Margo Cullen
Office will be open August 29 to September 1 – 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.
First day of school, September 6, students will attend from 8:40 to 10:30 a.m.
Kindergarten students do not attend the first day of class (Tuesday,
September 6). The Kindergarten teacher will contact parents on September
6 to set up family meetings and arrange the gradual entry schedule.

PENDER SCHOOL Mr. Dan Sparanese
250-629-3711
Office will be open for registrations on August 29 to September 1 - 9:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. Opening day only, Tuesday, September 6 will be early
dismissal, (8:50 to 10:30 a.m.).
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, September 6.

SATURNA SCHOOL Mr. Bruce Inglis
250-539-2472
Please contact Mr. Inglis at binglis@sd64.bc.ca or call 250-539-2472 for
information regarding registration of new students for the 2016/2017 school
year. Opening day only, Tuesday, September 6 will be early dismissal, (8:30
to 10:30 a.m.).
For more information on the StrongStart BC Programs at Mayne, Pender,
Saturna and Galiano Schools, contact the Principals listed above.
These programs will start the week of September 12

www.islandtides.com

SCHOOL DISTRICT No.64 (Gulf Islands)
District Website: www.sd64.bc.ca/transportation

* REVISED SCHEDULE FOR GANGES HAWK ONLY
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 6 TO 29, 2016

WATER TAXI SCHEDULE FOR 2016/2017

THE SCHOLARSHIP
MORNING RUN
Location
Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay

AFTERNOON RUN
Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay

Depart

Location

Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Ganges Harbour

0722
0735
0827

1630
1722
1730

Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Ganges Harbour

1720
1728
1820

0645
0725
0737

Sturdies Bay = Galiano Island Miner’s Bay = Mayne Island

THE GRADUATE
MORNING RUN
Location
Ganges Harbour
Lyall Harbour
Port Washington

AFTERNOON RUN
Ganges Harbour
Port Washington
Lyall Harbour

AFTERNOON RUN

Route 2

Location

Lyall Harbour
Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

0725
0752
0830

1630
1712
1733

Port Washington
Lyall Harbour
Ganges Harbour

1710
1732
1835

0630
0727
0755

* THE GANGES HAWK
Ganges Harbour
Port Washington

Arrival

Depart

Lyall Harbour = Saturna Island Port Washington = Pender Island

MORNING RUN
Location

Route 1

Depart
0700
0745

Ganges Harbour
1630
Port Washington
1707
Port Washington = Pender Island

Location

Arrival

Route 3
Arrival

Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

0740
0830

Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

1705
1740

Passengers are to be at the dock 5 minutes prior to departure.
Revised August 16, 2016
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eaders, paying for your Island Tides makes all the difference.
Have you sent in your $30 annual voluntary subscription?
Additional donation amounts joyfully accepted! Thank You!
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islandtides@islandtides.com
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

A

People gather at the Fog Alarm Building for Allison Moore’s art and video presentation and for the Perseid Meteor shower. Photos below show Moore’s nature
video projected onto the wall of the FAB.

ll the business people on Saturna scan the island
communication lines for information on weddings,
family reunions, or big presentations by the Saturna
Singers or the Saturna Island Marine Education Society. These
connecting human events that are generated by our island lives
unfolding translate into more meals at the pub, more milk
bought at the General Store, B&B bookings, cups of coffee at the
Wild Thyme coffee shop bus, or donations at the Fog Alarm
Museum at East Point.
These are the months, we even count them as weeks, when
the coffers fill for all the businesses, established and new.
Regularly, at the General Store we match islander’s preferences
and regularly we plan to stock extra for this or that event—
learning by experience how we will be impacted, and what and
how much will be needed for the event to be a big success and
repeated!

GICEL Summer Camp

This week we had many of the grandparent families full to the
rafters with their kids attending the Gulf Islands Center for
Ecological Learning (GICEL) held at Winter Cove. About thirty
kids had a fabulous time doing beach seines and filling a big
aquarium, wandering in the forest looking to find just that
species of tree, making forts, writing in journals, singing and
playing hard! GICEL has a happy investment of senior
counselors that have been coming for three years or so, three
junior counselors who are island grandchildren and receive a
generous honorarium and then the 27 campers and the two
founders of the camp.
It is a whole world of connections to island flora and fauna
to the campers, and for kids who want to, and who have the
people skills, it is an opportunity to move up in their abilities to
take on responsibility. We parents, grandparents and regular
visitors get a chance to connect ourselves, marvel at our kids
growing ever more skilled in their lives and remember how safe
and lucky we all are to have this program for our families and
children within the gorgeousness of Saturna Island.

Art and Video on the FAB

August 13, starting at 8pm, long-time summer island child
Allison Moore presented a sound-tracked video of the land and
sea of Saturna Island. Marvel of marvels, she managed to
project it on the north facing bright white wall of the East Point
Fog Alarm building.
Allison is a daughter of one of the Group of Thirty land
cooperative founders from the early 1970s and every summer
of her life she has spent on the Saturna land and on the ocean.
She told us that East Point is her favorite place in the world. She
never leaves this piece of the island without feeling renewed and

recharged. On this occasion, she returned to ‘her’ island from
her university art education and with her new baby and her
husband.
Between her love of Saturna and her own inspiration she
created an art performance for us all to enjoy. For the
performance, about 160 of us sat on the ground in the
moonlight, surrounded on three sides by the Salish Sea, sun
setting in the west, the moon rising in the south and the tides
running heartedly around the shores. While the video was
running, you could hear the oystercatchers making their final
rounds, the brand-new seal pups mewing for their moms who
were diving in the kelp beds, and the waters slapping and
lapping at the sandstone cliffs. The night was warm and still.
What an experience!
After the half-hour film, cocoa and cookies, the Perseid
meteors started to be visible. At 9:02pm the International Space
Station blazed across the southern sky and long time East Point
resident and avid star watcher, Joan Hoskinson, began her
presentation by catching it in her strong beam of light for us all
to be sure which gleam we were talking about! Joan, who has
volunteered for years at the HR MacMillian Planetarium in
Vancouver, answered many questions, showed us how to find
the pole star, pointed out some constellations and a lovely
triangle formed by Saturn, Anatares, and Mars. What an
evening!

50 Years Married

Family and friends created a splendid celebration in honour of
John and Melanie Gaines’ 50th wedding anniversary. John’s
family settled in the 1940s on Saturna Island, into what is
known locally as the ‘Gaines’ Compound’.
John and his sister Mary, rode on horses to school and are
one of our links to a Saturna long past. The elder Gaines have
passed on and John and Melanie are now the hub of a lively and
growing family.
John has been an island contractor forever, employing son
Ian, son-in-law Brent, and many islanders. Melanie is chief
financial officer and was our teacher/principal for years. Family
and home place, the island community are where John and
Melanie have put their love and life efforts. The celebration was
an honouring of their many successful endeavors and
friendships within our community and of the steady love that is
so evident between them. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

Beat the drought!

Advanced Water Filter Media

Multiple Problems - One
O Solution
Removes: Hardness, Man
nganes
Ammonium, Iron & Organiic Matt
Uses less salt than a sofftener.
Will not afffect
fect pH.
ANSI/NSF Approved
d.

MORE INFO - W
WA
ATCH VIDEO AT
T::
The Water System Experts
Since 1972

www
w.vanislewaterr.com/ecomix

POLY TANKS
ALL SHAPES
ALL SIZES

CSA Certified for Drinking Water

RAIN HARVESTING or WELL WATER for GARDEN & HOME
(See also our CSA Certified Septic Tanks)
LARGE INVENTORY • FAST SERVICE
MADE IN BC

8328 River Way, Delta, BC

www.premierplastics.com

Call today for local distributor

1-800-661-4473
office@premierplastics.com

www.islandtides.com
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Industrial damage
threatens Blueberry
River - David Suzuki

I

ndustrial activity has profoundly affected the Blueberry
River First Nations in northern BC. A recent Atlas of
Cumulative Landscape Disturbance, by the First Nations,
the David Suzuki Foundation, and Ecotrust, found 73% of the
area inside its traditional territory is within 250 metres of an
industrial disturbance and 85% is within 500 metres.
In other words, in much of the territory, which once
supported healthy moose and caribou populations, it’s difficult
if not impossible to walk half a kilometre before hitting a road,
seismic line or other industrial infrastructure. Local caribou
populations are threatened with extinction mainly because of
habitat disturbance caused by industrial activity and ensuing
changes to predator-prey dynamics.
Scientific literature suggests that a natural functioning
landscape with species including large predators requires a
maximum density limit of 0.6 kilometres of linear disturbances
—roads and seismic and transmission lines—per square
kilometre. The report revealed Blueberry River has 2.88
kilometres of linear disturbance per square kilometre, totalling
110,300 kilometres—including 45,603 kilometres of seismic
lines constructed over the past 10 years, nearly eight times the
length of the Trans-Canada Highway from Vancouver to Halifax.
Foundation science projects manager Rachel Plotkin
recently toured the area with Chief Marvin Yahey and lands
manager Norma Pyle. They showed her clearcuts in caribou
calving grounds, hunting camps dissected by pipelines and
giant oil-processing plants where elders once picked
blueberries.
‘Development has extinguished our traditional way of life on
wide areas of our land,’ Yahey said, noting most of the damage
has occurred over the past 30 years.
Plotkin said travelling across the landscape was surreal.
‘From far back, it looked like a forest ecosystem, though dotted
with farmers’ fields,’ she said. ‘But no matter which road we
drove down, we saw signs of the extraordinarily high levels of
industrial activity—a pumpjack peeking from amid the trees, a
sign on the road warning of a high-pressure pipeline hidden
below, a sour gas flare above the treeline, a forestry clearcut, a
processing plant or a pipeline riser.’
As a last resort, Blueberry River First Nations brought a civil
claim against the BC government in 2015, asserting that
cumulative industrial impacts in their territory have displaced
and prevented people from carrying on traditional activities
assured to them by the Crown under Treaty 8.
The BC government responded to the report by saying it’s
working on a cumulative effects framework. ‘We recognize the
importance of assessing, monitoring and managing the
cumulative effects of resource development,’ BC Aboriginal
Relations and Reconciliation Minister John Rustad wrote in a
statement to the Dawson Creek Mirror. ‘Several attempts have
been made to get Blueberry River First Nations involved in
Northeast cumulative effects (management) programs.’
This response is lacking on several levels. To start, it attempts
to address an immediate ecological crisis by proposing that the
community engage in ongoing, sometimes years-long processes.
As Chief Yahey told the Mirror, ‘Despite raising these concerns
directly with the premier and with provincial ministers, there has
been no meaningful response to this critical threat. Instead, the
province continues to approve major industrial undertakings in
our territory, including major fracking operations and the Site C
dam, willfully ignoring that each new approval brings our unique
culture closer to extinction.’
For the ministry in charge of reconciliation to respond
defensively rather than open doors to better cooperation with
Blueberry River is troubling. Although the government says it
recognizes the importance of managing cumulative effects, the
report’s map of industrial activity reveals that if government has
a sustainable management regime, it’s broken.
The people of Blueberry River recently shared with
government their Land Stewardship Framework, which
outlines a path to sustainable land management, protection and
restoration. What they need from government now is
immediate action to protect critical areas and to include First
Nations in decision-making. Process without interim measures
can be a trap—a talk-and-frack situation.
No one should have to put up with such high levels of
destructive industrial activity, especially when they aren’t given
a say in decisions. When governments have committed to
reconciliation with First Nations they need to change their
decision-making regimes and recognize that First Nations have
the right and responsibility to make decisions about how their
traditional territories are managed, now and into the future. 0
Written with contributions from David Suzuki Foundation
Science Projects Manager Rachel Plotkin.

Follow
on Twitter: @islandtides.

A good omen—double rainbows over Ganges Harbour.
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The Salt Water People - Adam Olsen

ast edition, I introduced the SxO
̱ LE (reef net) fishing
technology used by the WS̱ áNEć (Saanich) people in the
Salish Sea. The brilliance and beauty of the SxO
̱ LE was an
integral part of the relationship which the WS̱ áNEć had with
rhythms of the land, the sea and flora and fauna of their territory.
My great-uncle David Elliott Sr describes the relationship in
the Salt Water People, ‘We (the Saanich People) were salt water
people. We lived on islands and water and so that made us
fishermen, sailors, navigators, boat builders, travellers and
workers of the sea. Our people had a wonderful, beautiful way
of life.’
‘Towards mid-summer,’ Dave Elliott writes, ‘was the time of
year called ćENHENEN. The humpback arrived. They were the most
plentiful of the all salmon, they came by the thousands… you’d
look across the bay or across the straits and there were so many
jumping at the same time it looked like they were suspended in
mid-air… You wouldn’t believe it today. Today there are no
salmon compared to the way it used to be. I saw that as a boy.’
In a paper titled To Fish as Formerly: The Douglas Treaties
and the Saanich Reef Net Fisheries, Dr Nick Claxton from
SŧáUTW̱(Tsawout) wrote further about the relationship between
the WS̱ áNEć and the salmon.
‘It was believed that the runs of salmon were lineages and if
some were allowed to return to their home rivers, then those
lineages would always continue. The Saanich peoples believed
that all living things were once people, and they were respected
as such. The salmon were their relatives. All things on earth
were to be respected since it is the earth that we all share. This
was a teaching of the Saanich.’
This belief was put into practice generation after generation.
Each new reef net captain followed the teaching in order to

ensure that their children’s children would benefit from the
riches of the WS̱ áNEć territory.
For more than a century these laws of nature that guided the
Saanich salmon harvest have been trivialized by western
thinking. As if indigenous people were anthropomorphizing the
fish, ‘modern’ people have seen these ideas as quaint and
backward. But we are now experiencing the loss of the salmon
to such a degree that we can no longer dismiss the WS̱ áNEć
approach. In just two generations the sustainable harvest of
Pacific salmon is gone and they are no longer filling the rivers,
lakes, streams and seas of British Columbia.
‘Respect for the salmon,’ Claxton explains, ‘was integral to
the Saanich worldview, and it ensured that the salmon return
to the rivers in perpetuity. There was also a completely different
way of thinking about fish and fishing, which included a
profound respect. At the end of the net, a ring of willow was
woven into the net, which allowed some salmon to escape. This
is more than just a simple act of conservation, but it represents
a profound respect for salmon.’
It sounds too simple—a net designed to catch the salmon at
the same time as it ensures that enough get away to guarantee
a healthy harvest for another year. But it worked and if we
embrace its basic principle it can work again.
The loss of the wild Pacific salmon does not have to be the
end of the story. We are the authors of the next chapter. It’s time
to embrace a new relationship with the ecosystems that sustain
us. It’s time to demand that all levels of government make
protecting and enriching the environment and biodiversity a
top priority in their decision-making process. 0
Adam Olsen has been elected as BC Green Party candidate for
Saanich North & The Islands in the 2017 provincial election.

An engineer’s view
of life in Techiman - Peter Easthope

T

Four Weeks in Ghana, Part 3:

echiman has a population of approximately 110,000—
comparable to Victoria. In several respects it reminds me
of Richmond in the 1950s. As in Brighouse at that time,
most buildings are one story and there are no high rises. Most
homes are single family, detached, on a generously-sized lot with
space for garden and trees. Chickens and goats range freely.
Concrete is the predominant construction material. Floors
are concrete slab, finished with ceramic tile or terrazo where
affordable. Roofs are galvanized or enamelled steel supported
by timber trusses similar to many roofs in the Gulf Islands.
Varnished wood is commonly used for interior trim and doors.
Although construction is substantial and durable, building code
conformance appears to be optional.
There is no municipal water utility. Roof water is collected
into polyethylene tanks; a system familiar to Gulf Island
dwellers. Pressure is from a header tank at roof level rather than
a pressure tank. Pressures are low compared to systems here.
In Ghana, telecommunications skipped cabling. The only
cables overhead conduct electrical power. There are no
telephone lines or coaxial cables. Television signals are received
by satellite dishes. The cellular telephone network is ubiquitous
with steel towers in sight in any populated area. Internet access
is through cellular modem.
In the Ghanaian diet the predominant protein sources are
eggs, chicken, fish, groundnuts and vegetables. Dietary iron can
be lacking and anemia can occur in children and the elderly.
Fruits and vegetables are inexpensive and sold by the roadside

everywhere. At Mount Olives Hospital, fruit salad of
watermelon, mango and sometimes pineapple was on our table
at almost every meal. Sweet potato could be French fried.
Cassava was similar to mashed potato. Superb avocadoes were
plentiful. With widespread agriculture in the year-round
climate, hunger is unheard of.
In Techiman, children walk or cycle to school. Parental
chauffeuring is non-existent. Uniforms are commonplace and
discipline includes the cane. The school day begins with outdoor
assembly and the national anthem. Students jog into class
singing a funny song reminiscent of summer camp. Most
elementary and junior high schools don’t have electric lighting—
again reminiscent of summer camp. Techiman has three senior
high schools, built and equiped to higher standards than the
elementary schools.
Incomes in Ghana are low. The per capita GDP is roughly
1/10th that in Canada. Ghanaians consume manufactured
products at a much lower rate than we do. They live in closer
contact with rural environments than most people in highly
industrialized countries. Ghanaians travel shorter distances to
work and consume less fossil fuels than Canadians do.
Religion is prominent. The Adhan or Islamic call to prayer
is heard at 4:30 each morning. Church services are loud with
amplified music and processional dancing accompanying
exhuberant hymns. A Sunday morning service lasting two
hours is not uncommon. 0
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