
Volume 17 Number 16              Your Coastal Community Newspaper August 25–September 7, 2005

Strait of GeorgiaAttractions &
Accommodation

Vancouver Island & 
The Gulf Islands, Page 8 Every Second Thursday & Online ‘24/7’ at  www.islandtides.com

h

Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 1047655

Tide tables 2   
Oil prices 2
Saturna notes   3
Letters     4
Summer photos 6
Blackberries 7
East Creek 9

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

A feature of Mayne Island’s 80th Fall Fair (August 20), as always, was its
magnificent parade. Many community groups decorate floats.

Waterfront Estate. Two adjacent freehold lots at Saturna
Beach strata total 2.89 acres and 360 ft of shoreline with warm,
southern exposures. Stunning views of the Penders & San Juan
Islands. Build a residence on each lot and enjoy nearby owners’
dock, Thomson Park and estate vineyard. Offered at $1,200,000.

SATURNA ISLAND REALTY
Joan Combes, Broker/Owner  

phone 250.539.2121  fax 250.539.5567  toll free 1.866.539.2121
Visit our website for more photos and information: www.saturnarealty.com

Trust Council
meeting on Keats
and Gambier
The last Trust Council meeting before
the November local government
election will be held on Keats and
Gambier Islands, September 14–16.
The Wednesday and Friday sessions
will be held at the Barnabas Ministries
Camp on Keats Island; Thursday’s
sessions will be held at the Gambier
Island Community Centre. 

Trust Council sessions will include: 
• 2002-2005 Term Review

(Wednesday, 3–4:30pm) — Trustees
will consider issues identified early in
the 2002–2005 term, review
accomplishments and challenges, and
consider suggestions they may wish to
pass on to the new Trust Council that
will meet following local elections in
November.

• 2006/07 Preliminary Budget
Review (Thursday, 9:15–10:15am) —
Trustees will receive some preliminary
information about the Islands Trust
budget process and have an
opportunity to begin the identification
of new budget items that will be
considered in March 2006.

• Session with Bowen Island
Municipality (Thursday, 10:30am —

At an August 15 Local Trust Committee
meeting, concern was shown for the number of
tourist units that remain to be developed on
North Pender Island under current zoning. The
meeting was one of a series to discuss the
reports of 11 focus groups considering topics in
the current North Pender Official Community
Plan Review. 

At this meeting, density transfer and
amenity zoning were the topics under review.
Very early in discussion between the trustees
the issue of parcels with large commercial
development potential surfaced.

This year, the development of 31 cottage
units at Otter Bay Marina, close to the ferry
terminal, has been attracting attention to the
fact that North Pender will have a great many
more visitors in the future. This summer’s
increased road traffic and a heavily-loaded
ferry unable to keep to its schedules, has also
highlighted the changing nature of the Island.

According to tables provided on the Islands
Trust website to facilitate the OCP Review,
North Pender’s visitor accommodation units
are at present only 28% (59 units) of the
potential number. Of the nine parcels on which
commercial accommodation is allowed under
their zoning only one, Clam Bay Farm, with
seven units, is at its maximum. Potential

tourist units on the eight other parcels number
150. 

The most affected area of the Island would
be Mackinnon Road, a short, narrow street
close to the ferry terminal. This street has the
potential for 55 visitor accommodation units,
currently it has three. Close by is the new Otter
Bay Marina development which would make
this north-west corner of the Island a tourist
haven with 90 units. 

The remaining three commercial
accommodation parcels—behind the
Driftwood Centre, Port Browning, and the Inn
on Pender—are also clustered, within a mile of
each other, in the east-central area of the Island
and together would comprise 112 units at build-
out. 

North Pender already has the highest
dwelling density of any Trust Area island,
largely due to the 1,200 small-lot Magic Lake
Estates subdivision in the southwest of the
Island (in place since the 1970s). 

Dropping a bombshell into the August 15
meeting, Trustee Em Round noted that the new
profitable trend to fractional ownership of
commercial accommodation units would likely
speed up the development of the Island’s
remaining commercial accommodation quota. 

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

Live & Work
In Paradise

Options for subdivision, family resort,
etc. with present zoning for 46 units. 

Excellent supply of water.

Development
opportunity on
Pender Island.

Bustling
community,

provincial parks.
7.28 acres with

restaurant, motel
& 3 modern log

cabins.

$1,650,000
Dianne Barber
Pender Island Realty
1-888-629-3383

dianne@penderislandrealty.com
www.penderislandrealty.com

Parks fire
danger extreme
Fire danger in Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve is now rated ‘Extreme’
and no fires are permitted anywhere in
the park. The use of charcoal briquettes
and propane-fueled artificial campfires
are also prohibited. Gas or propane
stoves and barbeques that are
specifically designed for cooking food
are the only appliances exempt from
the fire ban.

Parks Canada began conducting
daily low-level smoke detection flights
by helicopter throughout the park area
on August 9 and will continue these
flights as long as the fire danger
remains ‘Extreme’. These flights will
often take place in the early evening. 0

TRUST COUNCIL, please turn to page 11

Site assessment needed
before logging coastal
Douglas fir ecosystem
No further logging approvals should be awarded in the
coastal Douglas fir ecosystem on Southeast Vancouver
Island until site assessments for endangered plants are
completed, the Forest Practices Board recommended
on August 16.

The recommendation is the result of a Forest
Practices Board investigation of a complaint by the
Carmanah Forestry Society. The society complained
about an April 2004 approval of a BC Timber Sales
Program plan to log on southeast Vancouver Island.
The society was concerned that logging would destroy
already endangered plant communities. The approved
logging involved two different ecosystems, the coastal
Western hemlock and the coastal Douglas fir. 

The latter was of most concern to the Forest
Practices Board. The provincial Conservation Data
Centre has identified 20 red-listed (endangered or
threatened) plant communities that are likely to occur
in this ecosystem. The coastal Douglas fir ecosystem is
very rare as a result of urban development and past
logging.

‘Very little coastal Douglas fir remains on Crown
land, and this small land base has a strong potential for
endangered plant occurrences,’ said board chair Bruce
Fraser. ‘That’s why the board believes a comprehensive

DOUG FIR ECOSYSTEM, please turn to page 5

No shortage of tourist potential on
North Pender   Christa Grace-Warrick

ACCOMMODATION, please turn to page 11



S
ince the oil monopoly of the ‘seven sisters’ was broken in
the seventies, the price of crude oil has been set by trading
in futures on markets in New York, London, and

Singapore. As I write this, the price of oil for September 2005
delivery has topped $66US a barrel (42 US gallons) and is
continuing to rise. 

Each day brings a significant price change, mostly up. This
affects trading in currencies and all other investments. The
actual prices of petroleum products affect the economies of
nations, corporations, and individuals around the world, and
particularly in the US, which uses a quarter of the world’s oil.

How can the price of such a basic commodity display such
volatility? The answer, as dryly expressed by the US
International Energy Agency, may be that ‘trends warranted by
supply-demand factors have been significantly amplified by
speculative factors.’ 

The Price We See
The daily oil price reported on TV and in the newspaper is the
price per barrel established today for a type of crude oil known
as ‘West Texas Intermediate (WTI)’ for delivery at Cushing,
Oklahoma (where pipelines meet) anytime next month. It is set
by ‘open outcry’ on the trading floor of the New York Mercantile
Exchange (NYMEX). 

Price increases work their way through the system as the oil
is delivered, refined, and sold at your local gas station. Although
today’s price is for next month’s oil, brokers, refiners,
distributors, and retailers each attempt to raise prices on the
current shipment to pay for the next shipment. This explains the
near instantaneous translation of increases in the price of next
month’s crude at Cushing to the price of gasoline today at the
pump. (A $1US increase in crude seems to translate to about a
1¢CAN increase in gasoline in Vancouver.)

Prices in Perspective
Many experts have tried to guess at the effect of speculation on
the price of oil; current estimates range up to $20/barrel. It’s
hard to tell. So the price could go down.

But crude prices over $60 clearly make the oil business, all
the way from exploration to retailing, even more profitable.
Governments that own national oil companies gain enormously;
OPEC’s target price of $22–$28 has been left far behind (along
with any US hopes that increased OPEC production might
restrain the price).

But the oil used has to be replaced, and more must be found.
The historical cost of the oil now being sold ranges from as low
as $2 up to over $30, depending on how recently it was
developed and the technology involved. Some estimates put the
cost of replacing the oil being consumed at over $35/barrel. 

So higher prices mean more ‘unconventional’ oil sources will be
profitable: besides the incredibly costly oil sands, there will be ever
deeper and more exotic drilling, new kinds of secondary recovery,
exploration and drilling in
remote and exotic locations,
deepwater drilling, and so on. If
these significantly increase
supply, they will not bring down
the price of oil; they just might
give it momentary pause on its
way up.

By way of justification, it
has been pointed out that,
adjusted for inflation, oil prices
are not yet as high as
experienced in the early
eighties, when the near $40
price peak could be translated
as over $80 now. But that was
before NYMEX started trading
crude oil futures in 1983. It was
expected to bring transparency
and liquidity (not a pun) to the
international crude oil market.
But then we didn’t have this
toxic mix of too much money
and too little oil playing in the oil
market. Now we do.

NYMEX
The NYMEX trading floor is
the scene of the most trading
action in oil futures. NYMEX
trades futures for delivery up to 84 months ahead. These are
normally expressed in whole contracts of 1,000 barrels, but
potential buyers can choose from a dazzling menu of derivatives,
including options, half contracts, and combinations of bets of all
sorts. Many of these derivatives are offered by traders who

anchor their offerings by their own trading on the NYMEX floor.
And NYMEX is a privately held profit-making corporation
which does everything it can to encourage as much trading as
possible.

The NYMEX futures prices lead the market prices of Brent
crude (London) and Dubai crude (Singapore); although they set
the reference prices, these three markets process only about one
third of world oil transactions. Most of the private trading
outside these markets takes place at prices referenced to these
market prices. But much of the world’s oil moves entirely within
the big multinational integrated oil companies (Exxon-Mobil,
Chevron-Texaco, etc.); their internal pricing may well depend on
other factors, such as tax avoidance.

Hedging
Oil futures have customarily been traded by companies and
consumers in the oil business to reduce their price risk in times of
price volatility; this is a perfectly legitimate business activity
(known as hedging), and the ultimate holder of the futures
contract expects his oil to appear at Cushing (or wherever) on the
appointed date. (BC Ferries hedges in diesel to stabilize fuel costs.)

As an additional hedging facility, NYMEX also allows
contract holders to settle in cash rather than oil. This also has a
legitimate function. But it makes it possible to trade in oil futures
with no intention of ever selling or buying any actual crude.

‘Non-Commercial Traders’ 
Some major traders are not in the oil business at all, and trade
completely in cash. NYMEX calls these traders ‘non-
commercial’, and insists that they make up only 30% of those
registered to trade. However, they include major financial
houses such as Morgan Stanley, Goldman Sachs, Merrill Lynch,
Lehman Bros., Citigroup, HSBC, BNP Paribas, Deutsche Bank,
etc. They trade for very large pension and hedge funds, and on
their own behalf. 

No public figures are available on how much of NYMEX’s
activity is carried out by these ‘non-commercial’ traders. But
trading of this kind has have doubled over the past ten years. It
is clear that current trading levels in crude oil futures—as many
as 373,000 contracts in one day in April, and ‘open interest’
(contracts offered but not closed) of up to 850,000 contracts at
a time—far and away exceed any concept of the hedging needs of
the actual crude market. 

The non-commercial traders on the NYMEX may now trade
more oil contracts in cash than the oil business trades in oil.
(Remember, each contract is supposed to represent 1,000 barrels
and the US uses (only) 20 million barrels a day.)

The One-Way Bet, with Leverage
For the big financial houses and their pension and hedge funds,
trading oil futures is now the best game in town. The US stock
market offers little potential; bonds are going nowhere; real

estate is too small potatoes for
hedge funds; and the foreign
exchange market is too much
work for too little return.

And it’s looking like a one-
way bet for these big
speculators. After all, everybody
knows that the world demand
for oil is already within one or
two million barrels a day of the
supply. There is not much of a
surplus or cushion. And China,
now the world’s second-biggest
oil consumer, and India are
both seeing rapid increases in
consumption. World oil
inventories are mostly held by
the major oil companies who
can be depended on not to
upset the market; the US
government’s Strategic Oil
Reserve is estimated at 700
million barrels in August,
enough to bridge a short-term
shortage only. 

Many things could happen
which could trigger a million-
barrel a day shortage in supply.
They are recited in the media
every day: refinery fires in the

US, hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico, shenanigans with Yukos
Oil in Russia, arguments with Iran over nuclear power, the death
of King Fahd in Saudi Arabia, pipeline bombings in Iraq.

These fears and rumours are gleefully repeated by the experts
as excuses for the rising price of oil. A ‘risk premium,’ they say.
Goldman Sachs (not a disinterested party) predicts oil will go to
$105/barrel.

And so the speculative traders have tremendous leverage
over the NYMEX market, which in turn has tremendous
leverage over the prices at which world oil is actually traded. The
effect of this is that of a large and amoral tail wagging the world’s
most substantial economic dog. 0
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
WATERFRONT PROPERTY

RICHARD HILL

604-948-0434 OR VIEW
WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

PRICED FROM

$120,000
4.9 TO 20 AC +/-

CALL NOW FOR BEST SELECTION.

AMEX BROADWAY WEST REALTY

GET YOUR OWN MORTGAGE
SOLUTION TODAY!

On: Low Rates? Self-declared Income?
Investment Properties? Credit Challenges?
Debts Consolidation? Home Renovations?
US Purchasers (High Ratio)? Etc.? (OAC)

Contact Leo Lee, AMP
250-514-9280; leolee@invis.ca

Web: www.LeoLee.ca

EXPECT A ROARING SUCCESS

AAllaann MMaatthheessoonn && HHiiss HHaanndd--ppiicckkeedd CCooaassttaall AAllll--SSttaarrss
FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22,, PPeennddeerr CCoommmmuunniittyy HHaallll,, 88::3300ppmm

SSaattuurrddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 33,, SSaattuurrnnaa CCoommmmuunniittyy HHaallll,, 88::3300ppmm
More info: 250-539-9883 • jazzbeau@telus.net • WhatÕs On? page 5

energyoptions@telus.net       250-537-8371  
364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island

electrical  contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

WWhhaatt aarree yyoouurr
ooppttiioonnss??

Find out from your 
Gulf Islands’ alternative 

energy specialists

EEnneerrggyy OOppttiioonnss

AAlluummii--ttuubbss IInncc..
WWoooodd--FFiirreedd HHoott TTuubbss
•• MMaarriinnee ggrraaddee aalluummiinnuumm--

cceeddaarr eexxtteerriioorr 
•• UUsseess ssaalltt oorr ffrreesshh wwaatteerr 
•• SSeeaattss 55--66 aadduullttss 
•• FFuullllyy ppoorrttaabbllee,, rroollllss  ttoo ssiittee 
•• PPrriiccee iinncclluuddeess sseeaattss,, ssttoovvee,, hhaarrddwwaarree
•• IInnssuullaatteedd,, hheeaattss uupp iinn 33 ttoo 44 hhoouurrss aanndd hhoollddss tteemmppeerraattuurree wweellll

55%% ddiissccoouunntt wwiitthh tthhiiss aadd!!
EEvveerryytthhiinngg yyoouu nneeeedd...... jjuusstt aadddd wwaatteerr && eennjjooyy...... 

wwwwww..aalluummiittuubbss..ccoomm      EErriicc//WWeennddyy HHoollttzz 660044..227722..00662200

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

JJaazzzz DDaannccee
TThhiiss yyeeaarr oonn
PPeennddeerr ttoooo!!

88tthh AAnnnnuuaall

Speculation and the Price of Oil ~ Patrick Brown

Commentary
The significant influence of speculative traders on the world
price of oil, the key energy commodity, raises vital issues of
both economic and social justice. The traders have, in effect,
bought themselves the ability to tax the world, through
manipulating the market. Their interest is in prices that are
volatile in the short term, rising in the longer term, or
preferably both.

They do not trade in the commodity itself, but in a complex
set of financial surrogates, so the extent of their trading is not
limited by the shortage which they seek to exploit. The price
variations that result from this extra activity have destroyed
the validity of price signals and corrupted the prime function
of the market. 

So the fundamental morality of the ‘free market’ concept
has been turned on its head. The resultant distortions in the
economies of nations, corporations, and individuals far
outweigh the profits made by the speculators, massive though
they may be. Additional profits from the exaggerated prices are
made by oil companies and governments, who are thus
unlikely to interfere.

One would like to assume that this behaviour carries within
it the seeds of its own demise. At the moment, however, it
would appear to have a greater potential to create social and
economic inequalities, and destroy ethical markets along with
unethical ones. 

www.islandmarine.ca
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1-800-447-3247
604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

8 Scheduled Flights Daily

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchangeFREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange

SEAPLANES

FREQUENTFLYERDISCOUNTS

Leaves Vanc. Airport
7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners
5:30pm

des: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Leaves Gulf Islands
8:00am 

12:00pm 
5:00pm

dep: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners
6:00pm 

dep: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS 
tel. 250-246-2155

bburgess@pacificcoast.net
www.rainwaterconnection.com

We supply:
• steel cisterns –   

polypropylene-lined, 
5,000 – 30,000 gal.

• roof washers, debris
pails, high capacity 
filters

385 S. Terminal Avenue
Nanaimo, B.C. V9R-5C7

1-888-754-5054  Email: lpchick@telus.net

Nanaimo: 758-5293 or 1-888-758-5293
Victoria: 382-6195 or 1-888-382-6195

24 hr. Emergency Service

YYoouurr SSoouurrccee FFoorr AAllll TThhiinnggss PPRROOPPAANNEE

Propane service, installations 
and deliveries.

PROPANE parts, 
supplies and appliances.

SHOP SERVICE for residential,
marine & RV appliances. 

We ship anywhere & advice is
always free.    

1-250-754-5054
Superior: 

#21 - 107 Atkins Road, Salt Spring Island BC Canada V8K 2X6

Sales Office: 1 250 537 4220 

e-mail: info@summersidesaltspring.com

www.summersidesaltspring.com

PHASES I, II, AND III SOLD OUT!
Beautiful New Units in Phase IV

Now Available from
$295,000

e l e g a n c e • i n s p i r a t i o n • q u a l i t y

Extraordinary Homes for Extraordinary People
Please contact us for more information or to discuss your dream house plans

Office (250) 537-4220 e-mail: sales@SorensenFineHomes.com

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

W
hat a gorgeous rain we had the night
of August 16! The earth smelled so
good in the morning! All the air-

borne accumulations from so many rainless
days were washed down. Rain is magical for
plant growth.

Hollywood Makeover
Earlier that same day, Saturna’s sun dozing and
wasp swatting was interrupted by the raising of
‘Old Glory,’ the American flag, at ‘Fort Saturna’,
aka Lyall Harbour. 

The Lighthouse Pub did a busy lunch trade
as the location team for Wicker Man
Productions transformed Saturna’s ferry
terminal and CRD wharf into an American
fantasy location for filming Wicker Man
starring Nicholas Cage, (kilometers per hour to
miles per hour, harbour to harbor and various
renamings to suit the script). 

The Bowen Queen, sister ship to the Mayne
Queen, was used as the ferry for the scene and
for transporting the film company’s gear—and
the star. Islanders Michael Goldrick, Marjorie
Cohen and guests accidentally became part of
the wharf scene as they pulled up in their boat
and started to unload. They were asked to
converse and carry on quietly as the scene was
reshot three times with them in it. 

Michael found it interesting, but wondered
at the scale of operations for the two minutes of
dialogue: a seaplane, barges for filming
platforms brought down from Bowen Island
(with a special contract crew), a helicopter for
aerial shots, plus the Bowen Queen. 

Pub guests and Cage fans were patient,
filming was to start at noon but was delayed
until about 4:30pm by shooting in the Strait of
Georgia. Fans caught only scant glimpses of Mr
Cage, referred to as ‘he’ in the pub
conversations—‘he’ has piercing blue eyes…,
‘he’ was wonderful in…, ‘his’ wife…, I hope ‘he’
isn’t short! Pub chef, Donna Curwen, was
rewarded with a clearly personal glance and a
returned wave as fans, Kalai Hollings and
Shirlanne Wall, looked on! The 15 or so eager
locals had hoped for more interaction like the
old-style movie stars. Perhaps Mr. Cage didn’t
notice that, by Saturna standards, the tiny pub
group qualified as a throng of eager fans.

Dog Show
The Saturna Lions Club Dog Show will reach its
sixth annual event on September 4. This Dog
Show is very inclusive—all dogs are welcome,
canine and otherwise. The events are Best
Dressed, Show Off, Best Groomed, Best
Behaved, Worst Behaved, Whitest Teeth,
Happiest, and many more. The audience’s
favourite is the Dog and Owner Look-Alike.
Fierce competition is the rule of the day; grand

prizes are awarded with due ceremony. And the
fare of the day? Hot dogs, of course. 

Farewells
A Farewell PotLuck Dinner was held for
Edmund and Mary Jo Coulter at the
Community Hall on August 12. Edmund and
Mary Jo have sold their house on Saturna and
will be moving to Bellingham, Washington.
About 60 people came together to share food
and to wish Edmund and Mary Jo all the best.
Mary Jo has been a part of the Voices choir,
Women’s Service Club, Arts and Concert
Society, the Mint Making workbee—an
essential part of the Lamb BBQ, Tai Chi and
much more. Edmund, general bon vivant and
dry quipster, has been MC for the Talent Show,
a wonderful reader at Saint Christopher’s
Church and many other occasions, a long term
dependable for Meals on Wheels, ardent
gardener, and great enlivener of Island parties.

It is always hard to say goodbye to Islanders
such as Mary Jo and Edmund. We were given
the wonderful gift of their presence;
Bellingham is fortunate.

Steve, Odessa, Giovanna and Lola Carberry
are also gone. This lovely family has moved to
Oliver, where Steve will work at Black Hills
Winery. Odessa worked at the  Saturna General
Store for several years; besides turning her
hand to almost everything, she specialized in
the produce department, which has been of
high quality under her care. Steve will be very
much missed at Saturna Winery. Giovanna has
been a delight in the community and her little
community at Saturna Elementary will miss
her also. Lola, their dog, will still be riding
around with Steve in their pick-up truck and
keeping the family company. Saturna received
much goodwill and effort from this family and
I wish them all the best as they move on to new
adventures and challenges.

New-style Gardening
Islander Pam Brown had her picture on the
front page of the Times Colonist. It was fun to
see one of our ‘own’ on the front page that is so
often full of far away disaster and despair. Pam
and Harry Brown sold their creek-side property
to Parks Canada and are lifetime tenants. Pam
is talking gardening with Parks Canada: what
constitutes native plants and what constitutes
plants that are already on the property. No
invasive species is Parks Canada’s bottom line.
Pam is looking into growing native plants and
just a few begonias—neither native or invasive
but very soul-lifting for their vibrant colour. 

Beautiful Benefit
On August 5th, Islander Sharon
Schermbrucker (mezzo-soprano), Marlyce
Gundy (soprano) and Adam Shattschneider
(flute) and Barbara Hill (piano) performed a
benefit recital, ‘Beauty in the Blends.’ The event
was held at Elisabeth McColl’s lovely seaside
home overlooking Plumper Sound on a blue
sky, blue sea summer day. 

Many people commented on the beauty of
the Saturna Arts and Concerts Society
performance. Saturna was fortunate to have
such talented, passionate musicians donate
time and effort to delight us and support the
Arts and Concerts Society. Thanks to the Arts
and Concert Society for enlivening our lives
with the talented people that they bring. 0

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
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4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver  BC V7V 3K1  
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bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com   
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
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BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US… 
We’ll take anything with a

deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD

250.539.2936

specializing in water access
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GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

320 Mary Street, Victoria                   (250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Thank-Yous 
Dear Editor:
I would like to thank Bill Thornhill of ‘Newfie Bills’ at Montague
Marina. Without his quick assistance using the Heimlich
Manoeuvre, my friend might have choked to death on the
evening of July 29.

We are grateful as well for the capable, caring actions of the
Galiano Island fire and ambulance crews, the on-call doctor and
the air ambulance.

My friend has recovered. We are very fortunate.
Patricia Bice, Galiano Island

Dear Editor:
My young Bernese Mountain Dog was stung by wasps on
Saturday, August 13 in the park during the Salt Spring Market.

We will never forget the ladies who attended so quickly
with such care, understanding and gentleness—our angels. I
don’t know what we would have done without you. Please accept
this sincere and heartfelt thank you from both of us.

Olva Turner and Oliver, Victoria

Hurry Up Slow Islands!
Dear Editor:
You know that Slow Island Movement you’ve been writing
about? I wish we would just hurry up and get on with it!

Annette Shaw, Galiano Island

Ethical Competitive
Dear Editor:
Ethical banking, investment and credit card usage are justifiably
hot topics these days. Banks and credit card companies are
making record profits off the money we invest, loan to them
through our account deposits, and pay directly in interest and
service charges. For years, many of us have not been satisfied
with the social, environmental and political ethics and business
decisions of our major financial institutions. What are we ‘voting
for’ economically, in the long run, with our individual purchases
and commercial transactions?

Interestingly, nine of Bush’s ten largest donors during the
final pre-election period, October 2003 through January 2004,
were financial services companies—which, incidentally, appear
to have influenced and greatly profited from his recent
controversial bankruptcy legislation.

The topic of Bush’s disastrous environmental, social,
educational, scientific, economic and international policies is too
vast for this particular essay. Suffice it to say that he has had, and

continues to have, a profoundly detrimental influence on the
lives of many species on the planet, including our own— not to
mention his team’s arrogant and condescending attitude and on-
going bullying tactics in dealing with Canada on trade, domestic
law, health care, environment, national defence and
international relations issues. Helping Bush does not appear to
me to be in our best interests as Canadians—nor as members of
the community of life on the planet.

And recently several Canadian banks, including CIBC,
Toronto Dominion and Royal Bank have been implicated in the
infamous Bush legislation-facilitated Enron financial fiasco.
CIBC is paying US$2.4 billion to settle out of court after being
charged with high level involvement in helping Enron commit
one of the largest accounting frauds in history.

What options do we have before us? Obviously we cannot
completely unhook from the international banking network. I
currently have accounts at three Gulf Islands’ financial
institutions. I greatly appreciate the convenient local services,
community contributions, and the jobs provided to community
members, many of whom are my friends and former students.

However, after much investigation and discussion, I have
opened an account with BC’s Citizens Bank of Canada. In many
respects, it was a difficult decision. I generally try to support local
businesses, yet many broader questions naturally arise. What is
best for for humanity and for the Earth? Where do our loyalties
and obligations really lie? Where do we draw the perimeters of
our personal focus and commitment?

Citizens Bank of Canada, which recently received the top
ratings in the country for corporate social responsibility in the
banking sector, is well worth considering as a model for and
supplement to our local services. Citizens Bank is a branchless
national bank formed in 1997 by Vancouver City Savings Credit
Union (VanCity), the largest credit union in Canada. Banking
transactions are done via ATM/bank machine, telephone or
Internet. Citizens Bank is the only bank in Canada with a
thorough, publicly stated ethical policy that guides its
investment and business decisions, addressing such topics as
environmental conservation, healthy lifestyles, fair trade and
labour rights, business ethics, and peaceful communities.

Citizens Bank donates 4% of its before-tax profits to charities
selected by its members, and offers a variety of non-MBNA
credit card options, including one with travel points and two

I
n Seeking Mandela: Peacemaking Between Israelis and
Palestinians, Heribert Adam and Kogila Moodley examine
controversial analogies between the anti-apartheid struggle

and the ending of Israeli occupation. 
Whereas conflict resolution in South Africa has been deemed

successful, in the Middle East it has been a failure. The authors
consider whether the political situation could have changed if a
strong moral leader, like Nelson Mandela,
had emerged to negotiate peace in the
Middle East.

JM Coetzee, South African born
winner of the Nobel prize for literature in
2003, comments that, ‘an enduring
feature of the Israeli-Palestinian impasse
has been the pygmy moral stature of the
leadership on both sides. Stepping firmly
into a notorious minefield of
ethnic/religious passions, Adam and
Moodley argue convincingly that hoping
for some saviour figure to bring the
warring parties together is futile.’

However, although the authors
acknowledge that anti-apartheid
strategies may be counterproductive in
Israel, they do suggest that a South
African-style Truth Commission, setting
the historical record straight and helping
establish a shared narrative about a
disputed past, could serve well in the peace-making process. 

Full of interesting background on these two tormented areas,
Seeking Mandela compares Israel/Palestine and South Africa;
the differing geographic, racial, economic and attitudinal
imperatives are all too clear. Apart from the cohesive strength of
an unimpeachable leadership, the book reveals the political
climate, the social structure and how actions taken brought

about radical peaceful change in South Africa. It is also reveals
an inspiring and astute black African mindset from which the
west could learn much.

Sadly, Seeking Mandela shows us how different are attitudes
and actions in the Israeli/Palestinian impasse—and how
entrenched destructive factors are. However this look below the
surface of the bombs and destruction helps one engage with this

dreadful problem.
Those with a mind for important detail will

find a treasure trove in Seeking Mandela. A
small example is the effectiveness of world
funds given to aid the struggles. In the case of
South Africa, money was channeled in at a
grassroots level; in Israel/Palestine it was
dispersed to ‘government’ bodies on both sides.
The first strategy was effective for a number of
reasons. Another is that neither of the South
African parties failed to recognize the factions
within the other side; neither labelled and
demonized the other.

Those interested in what kinds of world
pressures cause or impede change will find a
great deal of food for thought. Meticulously
constructed, Seeking Mandela is well-worth a
lay person read.

Authors, Heribert Adam and Kogila
Moodley, work at Simon Fraser University,
University of British Columbia and at the

University of Cape Town. They live in Vancouver, on Pender
Island and in Cape Town. There will be a booksigning for their
new book at Talisman Books on Pender in September (see
‘What’s On,’ page 5 for details).

Seeking Mandela: Peacemaking Between Israelis and
Palestinians, Heribert Adam and Kogila Moodley, 2005,  ISBN
1-59213-396-7 ,$21.95. 0

Book Review ~‘Seeking Mandela’

Will the South African model work in the Middle East?
Christa Grace-Warrick

LETTERS, continued on next page

www.mblabs.com


that automatically contribute to Oxfam or Amnesty
International. As a national bank based in Vancouver, it
brings money from across Canada directly into BC, thereby
benefiting the province economically. And, less
importantly, Citizens Bank offers the highest savings
account and term deposit interest in the country. For more
information: www.citizensbank.ca; 1-888-708-7800.

I believe it is important that we make a concerted effort to
inform and educate the key officials in local financial institutions
of the importance of environmentally and socially ethical
policies and procedures, and encourage them to become
ethically competitive.

Ralph Miller, Salt Spring Island 0
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Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel

60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.com

‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10   

Thurs till Mon, Aug 25
till Sept 5
Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival—live
and affordable! over 200 comedy, drama,
and dance performances from around the
world; FringeKids Fest in Market Square,
Sat Aug 27, 11 am–4 pm • Various venues
around Victoria • Tickets & info: 250-383-
2691 www.victoriafringe.com • IN
VICTORIA

Friday, August 26
Fundraising dinner for Saturna’s new Recreation
Centre—spaghetti and all the fixings followed by dessert •
Recreation Centre • 6:30pm • Tickets: Adults $12, children $6.
ON SATURNA ISLAND

Saturday, August 27
Pender Islands Fall Fair—all the fun of  Penders’ Annual Fair:
parade, exhibits, entertainment, food, booths, displays, games,
beer garden, dinner and dance with a great band—come help us
‘Celebrate Plenty’ with guest speaker John Wilcox • Pender Island
Community Hall • Gates open 10:00am, parade 11am • Entry
catalogues available at the Saturday Farmers Market and usual
outlets, entries 50¢ up to early registration deadline of Aug 20,
entries 75¢ after  • Admission: Adults $5, 5-16 years $1, Under 5
years FREE • Info: Dianne Allison 250-629-3372 • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Sunday, August 28
‘Arts on the Avenue’ 7th Annual Street Arts Festival—
juried arts and fine crafts, one-day show and sale of more than 32
artists; live entertainment all day, artist demos; silent art auction;
enjoy Ladysmith’s Heritage by the Sea • First Avenue at Roberts
Street, short drive from Crofton • 10am–4pm • Info: 250-245-
2259 or www.ladysmithcofc.com/artscouncil • IN LADYSMITH

Sunday, August 28
Mirror Exhibit and Sale—one-of-a-kind, handcrafted mirrors
adorned with antique jewelry and collectables • 8938 Gowlland
Point Rd • 11am–5pm • Info: Alaina Janz, 250-629-3454 • ON
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

Fri & Sat, Sept 2 & 3  
Labour Day Weekend 8th Annual Jazz
Dance—a Saturna Island tradition now on
Pender too! featuring Alan Matheson (Leader
and Trumpeter) and his incomparable, hand-
picked Coastal All Stars, cash bar • FRI:
Pender Community Hall, SAT: Saturna
Community Hall • 8:30–11:30pm • Admission
$20 • Info / Tickets: Paul White, 250-539-
9883,   or email jazzbeau@telus.net • ON
SATURNA & PENDER ISLANDS

Saturday, September 3
Book Signing for Seeking Mandela:
Peacemaking Between Israelis and
Palestinians—published by Temple
University Press—authors Heribert Adam &
Kogila Moodley of Pender Island will be signing
their book  • Talisman Books & Gallery •
11:30am–1:30pm • Info: 250-629-6944 • ON
PENDER ISLAND 

Sat & Sun, Sept 3 & 4
Labour Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna, swirlpool, and length swimming
(Note: pool closed for annual maintenance Sept 5–Sept 18 and
re-opens on Sept 19) • 1–5pm •  4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat
Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Info: 24-hour swim info-line 250-
475-7620 • IN VICTORIA

Sat to Mon, Sept 3 to 5
Labour Day Weekend Saanich Fair—hop along to
everyone’s favourite annual event, this year featuring
rabbits! • 1528 Stelly’s Crossroad, Central Saanich •
Gates open at 8am • Admission: Adults $8 Sat &
Sun/$7 Mon, Seniors/Youth: $5 Sat & Sun/$4 Mon,
Kids 6 & under: free all weekend • Info:
www.saanichfair.com • IN SAANICH

Tues to Fri, Sept 20 to 23
Screening Mammography Mobile Van Visit—sponsored by
the BC Cancer Agency’s Screening Mammography Program.
Women between ages 40 & 79 are eligible for this free service • St
Peters Anglican Church • Call 1-800-663-9203 for an
appointment or  for info www.bccancer.bc.ca/breastscreening
(van will be on Salt Spring Island on September 26 to October 6)
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, September 22
Galiano Concert Society Subscription Deadline—OCT 1 &
2: Ian Parker, piano; NOV 12: Elizabeth Dolin, cello & Bernadene
Blaha, piano; FEB 11 & 12: Annabelle Paetsch, piano; MAR 4:
Vancouver Chamber Players (string quartet); MAY 21: Pacific
Baroque Orchestra • Tickets: 5-concert subscription–$90, 3
concerts–$60, 2 concerts–$45; mail preferences & cheques to
Ms. G. Farr, RR #1, S20, C8 • Info: Gabi Farr 250-539-5945 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND 

Tues to Sun, Sept 13 to 18
Crimson Coast Dance Society
presents the InFrinGinG Dance
Festival 2005 ‘Reading Dance’—
enjoy live performances set to written
and spoken word, plus dance films
performed to words of famous
Canadian authors, such as Michael
Ondaatje and Nick Bantock • various
venues & times • Info: 250-716-3230
or www.crimsoncoastdance.org • IN
NANAIMO

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT 
Only $26.75  With photo, just $32.10 

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

SSTTAANNDDIINNGG SSEEAAMM MMEETTAALL RROOOOFFIINNGG
FFOO RR WWAATTEERR CCOOLLLLEECCTT IIOONN SSYYSSTTEEMMSS

ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157    CELL 250-361-5028 
FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years
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Need Rental Revenue?

1-800-800-7252
Breakawayvacations.com is a division of 

Lloyds Travel & Cruises — 906 West Broadway, Vancouver

Planning vacations for Canadian travellers since 1951

Breakaway
Vacations

Put BreakawayVacations.com to work for you

Now in Three Locations:
#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527

A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan

LETTERS from previous pageDOUG FIR ECOSYSTEM from page 1
site assessment must be conducted before logging is approved in
this area. 

‘For these reasons, the board found the district manager’s
decision to approve logging in the coastal Douglas fir ecosystem,
without such an assessment, was not reasonable.’

Although government has a number of options for protecting
these red-listed plant communities, they are greatly restricted by
current government policy. The majority of the coastal Douglas
fir ecosystem in this area is located on private land, where
government is not able to control logging practices in order to
protect endangered species.

‘The tools needed to protect endangered or threatened plant
species on southeast Vancouver Island are either lacking or
inadequate,’ said Fraser. ‘The board found there is currently no
effective mechanism in place to adequately conserve red-listed
plant communities on Crown forest lands in this area.’

The board asks government to report progress on
implementing the following recommendations by October 31,

DOUG FIR ECOSYSTEM, please turn to page 11

High gas prices?

Made on Annacis
Island, Dynasty
Motor Corp’s ‘IT’ car
gets 100 kilometres
on 60¢ of electricity! 

Louis Vallée showed
off these electric cars
in Mayne’s Fall Fair
Parade.

Look for them at the
Pender Fair!
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1.866.466.3535  •  www.maplehomes.com

An easy way to build
your family cottage.

EaglecrestHeron

Call us today if you want
to build next Spring. 

maplehomes_IT_1  7/26/05  2:06 PM  Page 1

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM $449,000.00 TO $3.5 MIL.

NEIL WARK (REMAX) 604-946-8000
WWW.BCPRIVATEISLANDS.COM

YOUR OWN “PRIVATE ISLAND”

House Moving Ltd. 1-866-606-22371-866-606-2237

Old or New - We Barge Them to You!Old or New - We Barge Them to You!Old or New - We Barge Them to You!Old or New - We Barge Them to You!Old or New - We Barge Them to You!
Craftsman-style Bungalows  -  Custom & Contemporary Homes  -  Cottages 

Buildings Delivered from $32 K

Nickel Bros.Nickel Bros.
House Moving Ltd.
Nickel Bros.

www.nickelbros.comwww.nickelbros.comwww.nickelbros.com

House Moving Ltd.

Bounty and Beauty of Islands in Summer

Photo: Harry Burton

Live Your Dream

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE
– Over 100 full colour designs –

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE

CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com

Photo: Valeri Harkness

Photo: Brian Haller

Photo: Valeri Harkness
Photo: Valeri Harkness

www.linwoodhomes.com


T
urning roadside fare into a fancy edible is a
quintessential Islands activity for the young and old. It’s
a great opportunity for children to discover that delicious

food comes from places other than stores. Blackberries are
everywhere on the Islands and picking for freezing or pies,
muffins, cobblers—or just plain munching—makes a great
summer activity. 

You can always use a commercial crust for a pie but for the
full-blown Island experience, Haggis Farm’s Priscilla Ewbank
gives step-by-step encouragement below. I fear I have added a
few touches in the method but hope that Priscilla will forgive
me—piemakers cannot resist their own tips. Island Tides would
love to hear about other tried and true piedough recipes. Over to
Priscilla. 

Haggis Farm Blackberry Pie
So, find a kid or two. Kids are enthusiastic piemakers and eaters;
a youngster helps you get over any trepidation and doubles the
fun. Pies and berries (and kids) have been around for a long
time. Perfection is not necessary; almost anything you end up
with is very edible. Indeed, it probably has a name, cobbler, jam,
jelly, comfit, sauce. In case you create a non-regulation pie, be
ready with a name when you take your creation out of the oven—
it may only need a new name to make it a culinary triumph.

About 4 cups of berries makes a fine pie in a 8–9 inch pie pan.
Get the picking and baking done early in the day, so you can have
a cool house in which to enjoy dinner and the pie. 

Never wash the blackberries, pick off the bugs and the leaf
bits. Berries have so much juice in them that any more will just
encourage boil-out (see below).
Oven Hot, Ingredients Cold
Preheat oven to 390ºC. Have the following ingredients as cold as
possible, but don’t be put off it you can’t!

• 2-1⁄2 cups of flour  • 1⁄2 teaspoon of salt  • 3⁄4 cup of fat
(butter, lard, margarine) preferably very cold  • 3 or 4
tablespoons of ice-cold water.
Method

1. In a large bowl, mix salt thoroughly with flour.
2. Cut cold fat into small pieces; stir into flour. Use fingertips

(or a pastry cutter) to lightly rub fat lumps into the flour. As you
do this, lift the crumbs and let fall back, this will entrain air into
the fledgling dough. You are aiming for evenly dispersed, baby
pea and smaller flour/fat granules . 

Don’t get obsessive about this—pies are best done when you
have at least three other things to do so that you maintain a light,
slightly distracted touch. Restrain the kids from grinding the fat
right into the flour.

3. Sprinkle the water over your fluffy pile of coarse crumbs.
Try not to get it all in one spot. You will immediately think this is
not enough water! Lightly fork it and stir and—voila—it will
amalgamate into a recognizable dough. If you are convinced
there isn’t enough water, add a tiny bit more. But be careful;

dough should stick to itself; not stick to your hands or the bowl.
Your hands and the bowl should be clean and silky; the bowl
should now be holding a soft, dry ball which will have magically
whisked up all scraps from the sides and bottom of the bowl.
However, if textural perfection has not appeared, remember you
may be launching a small piemaker’s career and you have many
summers to refine this operation. Don’t forget the real reason
you are making a pie was to go out in the sun on a
blackberrypicking expedition, wasn’t it?

4. Divide the dough into two equal pieces, round each up
again and lightly flatten. Sprinkle flour on a clean, surface. Place
a doughball in the centre and gently and swiftly finish flattening
to size by rolling with a rolling pin or a litre-sized bottle. Roll as
little as possible—the more rolling the tougher the pastry.

Try not to get the edges too thin by running the rolling pin
right over the edges. Keep everything unsticky by lightly dusting
with flour as necessary. The dough should be about a new pencil
eraser deep.

Place your pie dish (upside down till you get an eye for it) on
the dough to check the size. The dough circle needs to be a bit
bigger than the rim to account for the dish depth and the sealing
rim. After rolling, folding the flour dusted crusts into two makes
them easy to handle on the way to the pan. 

5. Gently, place the dough circle in the pan and wiggle to the
shape of the pan without stretching or breaking it. (If your circle
should break, the broken pieces will paste together by wetting
the edges with water and pushing them together.) 

Fill the pie lining half-full of berries. Sprinkle evenly a
mixture of 4 tablespoons flour and 1 cup sugar. Mound the rest
of the berries in the crust. Moisten the rim of the lower crust with
a little water.

6. Roll out your other dough ball to the same size. Place and
unfold it to cover the fruit and the lower crust completely. If
measurements are not quite right and your pie looks a little
untidy, trim the two crusts with a knife slicing against the rim of
the dish—but be sure to leave plenty of crust for sealing. Press
the two crusts together firmly all around the rim. The traditional
index-fingers-and-a-thumb pinch-and-shove technique makes a
good seal. You need to make a well-sealed envelope that allows
the juice to run out of the berries and be thickened by the flour
mixture inside the pie, but not to boil out through the seam.
Making two, inch-long, slits in the centre of the top lets out any
steam, helping keep the rim seal intact. 

7. Decorate the top with leftover dough pieces. This is where
the kids excel. Dampen the decorative shapes to stick them. You
can also brush the top with milk and sprinkle very lightly with
granulated sugar to get a golden, crispy top.

8. Put the pie into the preheated 390ºC oven for 20 minutes
to bake the pie dough firm and light. Turn down the oven to
350ºC and bake for a further 40 minutes (give or take 10
minutes) to cook and thicken the berries. (Berry juice tends to
escape, despite all that sealing and venting. So that you won’t

have to open all the windows to let out black smoke from pie
juice charring on the floor of the oven, put a baking sheet under
the pie pan.)                                                                                       P.E.

Buying Your Blackberry Pies
If as fall comes on you haven’t had enough of the Islands’
premiere pie, blackberry pies galore will be available in October
at Galiano Club’s annual Blackberry Tea fundraiser. Sometimes
you can’t get enough! Last year a dearth of blackberries led to
substitutions with pumpkin and other interloper pies, leaving
disappointed buyers. Director Sue Evans is quick to reassure
that there will be no shortage this year. She says all the club’s
directors are out picking right now! 0
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Breathtaking waterfront retail & professional lease space available.
FFoorr lleeaassiinngg iinnffoo:: 225500--662299--66443322 ((PPeennddeerr IIssllaanndd))

WWhhaatt’ss oolldd iiss nneeww aaggaaiinn aatt HHooppee BBaayy!!

Blackberry Harvest ~ Christa Grace-Warrick & Priscilla Ewbank

RICHARD  J  WEY
& ASSOCIATES

LAND SURVEYING INC.
The Lord James 

#4 - 2227 James White Boulevard
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

PH: 250-656-5155          FX: 250-656-5175
LEGAL, ENGINEERING AND TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS, SUBDIVISION PLANNING

Photo: Susan Vasilev

It takes two! That extra boost helps reach the really juicy berries!
This enterprising couple were waiting in the ferry line-up.

GULF ISLAND SPECIALISTS!
OCEANFRONT LOTSOCEANFRONT LOTS

ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan
1-866-558-LAND (5263)
www.landquest.com

PENDER ISLAND

SATURNA ISLAND

Photo: Brian Haller

ikely the most dramatic 
waterfront property

available in the Southern Gulf
Islands today. Wallace Point is
a 7.06 acre ecologically perfect paradise that provides 
heart-stopping views from a 2,800 square foot, 2 bedroom, 
3 bath home and over 1/2 mile of ocean frontage. 
Please call for details or private viewing. Can. $2,750,000.

PENDER ISLAND ~ FOR SALE

WallacePoint 

L

Jim Russell 

1 (800) 263-4753 www.jimrussellrealestate.com

WallacePoint 
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"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131 
Email: islands@liread.com

Website: www.liread.com

Pender Island: Oceanview log cottage,
wood floors, 1 or 2 bed + large loft,
woodstove, orchard, pond, outbuilding,
steps to fantastic beach access. Pure charm!
$218,000

Salt Spring Island: Lowbank oceanfront
with nice beach & year round dock in
Long Harbour, rancher style home, lovely
garden areas, great Summer sunsets.
$1,160,000

Salt Spring Island: Lowbank oceanfront,
great beach, dock potential, 4+ acres, one
level home & sep. guest cottage, panoramic
views, great garden / orchard. $2,100,000

Salt Spring Island: Authentic character
home circa 1916, restored in 2003/4,
daffodils galore, pond, pasture, vegetable
garden, great orchard, barn / workshop.
Exceptional pastoral views! $729,900

Custom oceanfront home, 3 bed, all with
ensuite baths, great room, home office, library,
S/SW exposures, exceptional views, comm.
water. 2+ acres. Superb! $2,575,000

Salt Spring Island: Prime oceanview
custom home, cook’s kitchen, wonderful
solarium, sep. carport, fenced vegetable
garden, gazebo, 6.79 acres. Sunny & ready
for you! $1,786,000

Galiano Island: Spectacular oceanviews,
54.36 acres, custom home, guest cottage,
pond, walk to marine park. $995,000

Galiano Island: Beautiful oceanfront 10+
acres estate property, custom designed &
built as new home, beautiful views, all day
sun. S/SW/W exposures, option to build
two sep. guest cottages. $1,370,000

Salt Spring Island: 3 bed / 2 bath home, great
covered deck, sep garage / workshop,
community water, close to beach access.
$379,000

Salt Spring Island: 4.45 acres, 3 bed main
home, sep guest cottage, sep workshop /
office, ADSL, seasonal creek, meadow
areas, potential for horses or sheep.
Pastoral! $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront with
dramatic custom log home, Great Room,
cook’s kitchen,  shared access to year
round docks, tennis, beaches, trails, &
more! Must be seen! $1,750,000

Salt Spring Island: Cute cottage on 5+
acres, nice decks,  lake views from building
site, 3 large ponds, seasonal creek, SW/W
exposures, close to school, lake, beach
access. Lots of potential! $699,000

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Other Listings:

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview home, 2 bed / 2 bath, sep guest house,
barn, riding ring, tack room, pasture, 5.53 acres. Ready for horses!
$899,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview home, wraparound decks, swimming
pool, pond, greenhouse, fruit trees, rose garden, close to beach access.
An island Shangri-La! $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview custom home built mid-1990s, 3 bed /
2.5 bath, S/SW/W exposures, next to park reserve, decorated by pro.
designer. Very private! $699,000

Salt Spring Island: Lovely 3 bed home with great covered deck, sep.
2-storey studio, vegetable garden, located close to Ganges, lots of
space & sun here. A pleasure! $378,900

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview 3 bed home, wood floors, coved
ceilings, large rooms, close to town. Good rental with good tenants in
place. $335,000

Salt Spring Island: Very pretty 0.39 acre lot with mobile, sunny
S/SW/W exposures, on community water, walk to Ganges. $299,500

Salt Spring Island: 3 bed / 4 bath home, infloor heating, vaulted
ceilings, Great Room, Italian ceramic tiles, sep. large workshop, 10+
acres. Feature rich! $649,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront with beach, one+ acre, panoramic
views, cedar cottage, nice deck, close to town. A great island getaway!
$799,000

Maple Bay: Wonderful lowbank oceanfront point of land, dock, 9+
acres, 1912 era Edwardian cottage + boathouse with suite, pristine
forest, walking trails, E/S/W exposures. A sailor’s landmark, build
your oceanfront dream here!  $3,200,000

Maple Bay: Wonderful easy access oceanfront, approx. 500 ft. of
frontage, dock & foreshore lease, log cottage, 10 acres, S/SW/W
exposures, orchard, pasture. Rare! $1,850,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 4.42 acres, driveway roughed in.
$359,000

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Other Listings:

Galiano Island:  Lowbank oceanfront, incredible beach & views, 60
acres, subdivision potential. $3,500,000

Salt Spring Island: Lake glimpses, 3 bed / 3 bath home, just
renovated, wood floors, coved ceilings, inlaw suite potential, on
community water. Exceptional value! $498,000

Vancouver Island: Almost 20 acre farm ready for horses. Wonderful
barn, riding ring, & fenced pasture, sep. workshop / garage. 3 bed
home, ocean glimpses, in popular Yellowpoint region. $1,250,000

Salt Spring Island: 3 bed / 3 bath home, sep. studio, seasonal creek,
close to 2 beach accesses, moorage potential, sunny & private.
$329,000

Mayne Island: 0.29 acres, motivated seller, excellent investment.
$99,800

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, great beach, 10+ acres, estate
potential. $3,600,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 0.50 acre, Hundred Hills area. $298,500

Salt Spring Island: 10.23 acres, arable land, creek, pond. $369,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront lot with private, easy access,
crushed shell cove, lovely marine view, in prime area. Sunny
& rare! $754,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 5.68 acres, S/SW/W
exposures. $369,000

Wise Island: Sunny lot, access to water system, close to
Galiano’s Montague Harbour. $299,500

Valdes Island: Oceanfront, 2.69 leasehold acres, views
of Georgia Strait. $69,800

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping panoramic
oceanview, S/SW/W exposures, 3 bed modern

home, community water. Superb! $995,000



H
alfway through a trip among Vancouver Island’s wild
backroads, photographer Shel Neufeld and I head for
the remote northwest corner of the Wild Isle. Our

destination is East Creek. 
Until recently, East Creek was one of six remaining pristine

primary watershed valleys on the entire Island (the other five are
all in the Clayoquot region). It was unlogged and full of healthy
old growth stands of hemlock, red and yellow cedar and Sitka
spruce. That all changed a few years ago, and what we find upon
arriving at East Creek shatters our spirits. We’ve seen clearcut
logging before, but this is vicious and fresh. The scars here still
bleed, and old growth cedar litters the cut sites in masses of
chaos.

Our 4-wheel drive is essential to get us up and over the steep
switchbacks of the gravel ‘road.’ The mountain top is eerie,
blanketed in fog, with alternating patches of clearcuts and silent
stands of watchful yellow cedars. Given the lateness of the day,
we decide to make camp at the end of the road on the East Creek
side of the mountain, among old slash piles and unbearable
blackflies. 

I write: If you want to see one of the last remaining pristine
unlogged valleys on Vancouver Island, you are too late. All
recreational value that’s tied up in here, and the spiritual value
that comes along with old growth, as well as ecological value, has
quickly been—and still is being—destroyed.

Down in the Valley Below
We’re up early the next morning to head into the wilderness,
eager to get out of this horrid clearcut. Once we enter the old
growth temperate rainforest, the coolness of the morning breeze
is swallowed by the centuries of growth and decay surrounding
me. Two hundred meters in, and all evidence of destruction has
disappeared. 

Once I find my hiking rhythm again—and stop being slapped
by salal and tripped up by undergrowth—I feel the spirit of the
forest around me. It’s not easy to bushwhack, but Shel reminds
me to look at the trees and snack on the berries. I’m beginning to
understand what we lose when a place such as this falls to the
axes of progress and profit. From such devastation, this majestic
and ancient woodland cannot recover its true nature.

After three hours of blueberries and bear dens, we come
across the mother of all cedars. Impressive in height and girth—
probably 5 meters wide—her roots wrap around the rocks she
rises above, and stretch and crawl along the grounds below; her
crown and canopy serves as a rain shield for the plants and
bushes and mosses at her base. She is quite simply amazing, and
I’ve never seen anything like her. 

Mother & Children
So, when Shel points out the road-centreline marker scant feet
from the Cedar Mother, my heart sinks again. She will be felled
to provide access for those who will fell her children. 

Our arrival at East Creek an hour later interrupts my
thoughts about the plight of Cedar Mother and reawakens me to
the present moment. There are too few eyes to witness this area
of splendour: granite stones draped in olive and leafy green
mosses, Sitka spruce standing straight and tall alongside the
meandering burbling creek, and the stream itself. 

The water here is rushing by, tumbling over rocks and stones,
making little rapids and leisurely carving its path through the
valley. Here a current, there an eddy—logfalls, deadfalls,
waterfalls. There are still pools, log bridges, side channels, and
the trees: fir, spruce, maple, alder, pine. For those willing to do
the work of bushwhacking and visit this stretch of pristine
wilderness, it is simply unforgettable.

Shel and I soon realize, however, that even this region, yet
untouched by marker tape, will not escape unscathed. Any
logging debris on any hill will easily find its way down the slopes,
into the tributaries, and eventually into the river. The rains and
current guarantee debris contamination of this salmon
spawning stream. It seems on this trip, we cannot escape the
consequences of logging.

Exploring East Creek
‘It doesn’t get any more rainforest than this,’ Shel says as we
venture downriver in a drizzle, heading towards the mouth of the
creek the next day. We ford the creek, enjoying the cool water
against our legs, and stick to gravel beds and shallow crossings to
avoid tangling with the thick bush. The forest here is primitive
and spreads across marshy plains. The Sitkas are enormous, and
deadfall is everywhere down here. We find ourselves crossing
over massive logjams more and more frequently.

This is Quatsino territory, and though the logging company
wouldn’t be here without permission of the band, the
aboriginals’ seemingly contradictory mandate is to protect these
lands. I try to build a legal case for the preservation of this region,
but all I can come up with is its aesthetic value, and the fact that
it will be lost to future generations.

Later on, as we wander along dry gravel beds off of the main
branch, we find an enormous fallen tree that has given birth to
new life. Everywhere upon its giant roots are mosses, fungi,
saplings and bushes. Its lush, dank greenery is a testament to the
eternal rebirth of this land. Heading back to camp, I decide it’s
time for a rebirth of my own.

Just past the confluence of East Creek and its last major
mountainside tributary, there lies a calm, green serene pool of
water about three metres deep. Ordinarily, I’m not much for
swimming in frigid pools, but I won’t leave this land without first
immersing myself in the lifeblood that nourishes the valley. The
water is, as expected, several degrees below icy, but the chill
awakens all of my senses, and for a brief moment in time, I am
East Creek—flowing to the ocean. Upon joining land again, I
capture this moment and place in my mind: a mental postcard.

The Dead Zone
All the next day is spent bushwhacking our way back out. The
abrupt reappearance of road marking tape is a sign of the

incessant march of resource exploitation. We’re heading up the
slope now, and before long, we hit the dead zone.

Arriving at the edge of a clearcut, after living amongst pristine
wilderness for days, is as shocking and violent as finding out
someone you know has been murdered. The image crowds out
memories of majestic cedars and mighty spruce. Stumps and
slash piles four metres high replace salal and sword ferns.
Footholds become treacherous as we slowly clamber our way
back up to the road, and tiny biting blackflies materialize in
swarms, hungry to feed, since the cut is devoid of animal life. 

Once we’re on the ‘road’—rough gravel blasted through a
once forested mountainside—it’s a short walk back to the car.
But I can’t just leave East Creek behind. It’s with me, forever
etched in my memory as another vital and lush victim of the
corporate behemoth. The pristine qualities of the valley are not
yet obliterated, though, and I pray that the people of British
Columbia find space in their hearts for yet another wild treasure
of immeasurable value, and take the necessary actions to save it
before it too is destroyed in the name of profit.

Getting There 
On Vancouver Island: Take the Island Hwy (1/19) to Port Alice
Highway near Port McNeill. 58 km to Port Alice. Gas up in Port
McNeill and bring an extra jerry can, or pay $10 surcharge in
Port Alice. Follow the main road through town, past paper mill,
around Neroutsos inlet and uphill. Approx 75 km to East Creek:
Teeta Main to K500 to J & B Mains to Klaskino Main. Follow
signs to Klaskino/East Creek. Klaskish inlet appears on your
right for the final leg of the journey. Once in the logging area,
East Creek main up the mountain and down the other side. Park
and hike down into the valley. Caution: active logging area, yield
to trucks and fallers. Essentials: backroads mapbook,
topographic maps of area, camera. This is wilderness at its finest.

More info at: www.wildernesscommittee.org. 0
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www.bchydro.com/powersmart

THE ENVIRONMENT THANKS YOU.
And we thank you for being Power Smart.

By participating in Power Smart programs, you saved enough energy in the last year to power all the 

homes and businesses in Kamloops, Richmond and Victoria. You’ve reduced your electricity costs. And 

you’ve helped reduce our impact on the environment. That’s something we can all be proud of. 

Together we’ve made Power Smart a recognized leader in energy efficiency even beyond B.C. In fact, while 

we’ve recently been honoured with the following national awards, it’s you who deserve all the credit:  

•  Natural Resources Canada, Office of Energy Efficiency, “ENERGY STAR® Market Transformation” award

•  Canadian Energy Efficiency Alliance (CEEA), “Outstanding Leadership in Energy Efficiency” awarded to 

BC Hydro Chair Larry Bell 

•  Natural Resources Canada, honourable mention for Energy Efficiency in Outreach programs

Congratulations. 

There’s still much more to do, but with your continued support, the future looks 

bright for British Columbia.

Thank you

Thank you

Thank you

Thank you

Thank you

Thank you

Thank you

AD#:  1535D

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Into East Creek ~ Mike Logan



2005:
• Government agencies should require assessments to identify red-listed

plant species before any further logging is approved in the coastal Douglas fir
zone on southeast Vancouver Island.

• The Minister of Environment should promptly designate the appropriate
red-listed plant communities in the coastal Douglas fir zone as species-at-risk,
and establish wildlife habitat areas to conserve them.

• The South Coast Inter-Agency Management Committee should assess
whether old-growth management areas will be adequate for long-term
conservation of red-listed plant communities.

• The board reaffirms an Inter-Agency Management Committee’s
recommendation that government review, and consider increasing, the one
per cent timber supply cap for creating new wildlife habitat areas in the South
Island Forest District.

The full report can be found online: 
http://www.fpb.gov.bc.ca/complaints/IRC112/IRC112.pdf. 0

AUTOMOTIVE HOME  & PROPERTY HEALTH

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

225500--662299--33338800

TTrreevvoorr’ss
GGaarrddeenn

MMaaiinntteennaannccee
MAUI 

Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units

Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates

Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn…… 
PPVVCC DDeecckk MMeemmbbrraanneess
&& AAlluummiinnuumm RRaaiilliinnggss
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE

CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::
225500--553377--22999900 oorr 
11--880000--880044--66228888

SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee GGuullff IIssllaannddss

FOR RENT
Shared Accommodation: close to
Ganges, furnished rooms, shared
kitchen, laundry, bathroom. $325
inclusive. Short-term. Page 1-800-
691-9366, leave number (not pay
phone).
Pender Island. Unique 3 bedroom,
large home. 100 steps from Shingle
Bay. Includes woodburning
fireplace, sauna and hottub.
Available Sept 1. $1200/mo. Ron
604-722-7437

Bulletin Board
(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838           Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: Aug 31, 2005 

BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts         BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $17.12  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

HELP WANTED
Three on the Tree, a non-profit
organization located on Pender
Island brings the arts to our
community through performance,
workshops and community
spectacles. We are looking for an
Artistic Director, a Production
Manager & a Publicist/Community
Liaison Coordinator for our annual
New Year's Eve Magic Lake Lantern
Festival. See job descriptions at
www.pendercreatives.com/threeonthetree

WANTED 
Used portable massage table,
under $200. Brenda  629-673

Quality Used 
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

SIDNEYCARS.COM

We will pick you up 
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Monthly 
Rentals 

from $525.
Mention this ad and

get an additional
10% off.

GSA Auto Sales

At the 
Serenity Skyloft
or Your Home 

629-6739

IIssllaanndd’’ss BBlliissss
MMaassssaaggee

Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.
* Aromatherapy & 

Swedish Style
* Therapy for the Mind, 

Body and Spirit
* Gift Certificates Available
* $60/hour

On Pender Island

HELP WANTED

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
4Road test by qualified  

technician
4Cleanand inspect 

transmission pan 
440-point driveline 

safety check

only
$39.95

* 
for cars

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

PONDS
STREAMS

WATERFALLS
PONDLESS 
WATERFALLS

INSTALLATIONS * MAINTENANCE

(604) 737-0170

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing 

• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

GETAWAYS

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER LONG TERM: Spectacular
ocean views, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms , October 1st–$750.Well-
maintained home; 2 storey; 3 bed-
rooms; fenced yard; garden–$850.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FOR SALE
1284 sq ft 3 bedroom Panabode
house, dismantled and ready to go.
4x 7 First growth Western Red
Cedar double T&G logs. $23,000
(250) 247-7871

Mike Logan
• WordsmitH 
• Writer
• Editor

mikelogan76
@yahoo.com

MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca
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629-6739

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
BUS DRIVER

Applications are invited for
a Temporary bus driver for
Pender Islands School.
This position is for 21.6
hours per week, over four
days, effective September
6, 2005 to June 30, 2006.
Please refer to School
District #64 website at
www.sd64.bc.ca/postings/
postings.html for further
information on job duties,
qualifications and the
application process.

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
SUBSTITUTE
BUS DRIVERS

Applications are invited
for Substitute Bus
Drivers for Salt Spring
and Pender Islands.
Please refer to School
District #64 website at
www.sd64.bc.ca/posting
s/postings.html for further
information on job duties,
qualifications and the
application process.

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE
2 bedroom Cottage on .42 acre lot
in desirable area of Gabriola Island.
$195,000  Email for weblink:
gabriolacottage@aol.com or call
(250) 247-7871

DOUG FIR ECOSYSTEM from page 5

ACCOMMODATION from page 1

TRUST COUNCIL from page 1
12pm) —Members of Trust Council and staff from Bowen Island Municipality
have been invited to share information about common issues and review the
status of Bowen Island after five years of municipal incorporation within the
Islands Trust. 

• Delegations and Town Hall Session (Thursday, 1–2pm) —Trust Council
encourages members of the public to participate in this informal dialogue
between members of island communities and the trustees. The public is invited
to discuss issues, ask questions and make suggestions about the work of the
Islands Trust. 

• Business Meeting (Thursday; 2–4:30 pm, Friday, 8:30am–noon) —
Highlights include on-going decisions and actions to ensure the equitable
allocation of local planning resources, decisions regarding the acquisition of
Crown land parcels, identification of the recipients of the 2006 Community
Stewardship Awards, and discussion of a proposed forum about tourism in the
Trust Area. Council will also consider its position in regards to a number of
resolutions that will be proposed at the upcoming conference of the Union of
BC Municipalities. 

Persons or organizations wishing make a formal presentation to the Islands
Trust Council at the town hall session must receive an appointment through
the Executive Committee. Guidelines to help those planning a presentation to
Council are available on the Islands Trust website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca. 0

Whoops!
In last issue's energy policy story, Mike Logan incorrectly reported that the
US consumes 70% of the world's oil supply. The actual figure is between 25-
30% in recent years. 

‘Tools must Go Into OCP’
At the meeting, both North Pender Trustees, Em Round
and Gary Steeves agreed that community intentions for
density transfer (which is the transfer of development
potential from one location to another) and amenity
zoning (which is an usually the increase of development
potential on one parcel in return for an ‘amenity’ that the
community wants) must be included in the new OCP.

Leaving them out would not solve any development
problems and would exclude two useful land
management ‘tools’
from the community’s
‘toolbox,’ say trustees.
Trustee Gary Steeves
adds that it was the
consensus from the
focus group that
density transfer is ‘a
tool—nothing more
than that.’  It was for
use on a case-by-case
basis and its use was
for environmental and
community aims, not
those of developers. 

Trustee Em Round said that the density on
Mackinnon Road was an example of why density
transfer needed to be in the OCP. He said that the
potential units on Mackinnon Road were ‘potential in
the wrong place.’

Agreeing with convener Ted Johnson’s focus group
report, Trust planner Robert Kojima said that density
transfer had to be ‘density neutral,’ that is to say: there
would be no gain in density by transferring density from
a ‘sending’ parcel to a ‘receiving’ parcel.

As to whether potential sending and receiving areas
should be designated in the OCP, Round commented that
he was ‘not brave enough to put receiving areas on a map.’

Steeves thought that designating areas was
cumbersome and that it should be only a general policy.
In amending the OCP he said, ‘we should be careful to
restrict use of this tool.’ Steeves also noted that the
Pender Island Parks Commission had expressed
concern that density transfer for parkland should be
included in the OCP.

Pandora’s Box
Both density transfer and amenity zoning, particularly
amenity zoning, are considered by many to be open to
misuse. At the meeting Robert Kojima reassured that
any provision for amenity zoning in the OCP would

specify that the amenity offered would have to have
‘merit for environmental protection.’

The possibility of additional covenants in perpetuity
to safeguard community decisions was discussed.
Steeves commented that he ‘wanted to make it as
onerous as possible for an owner to renege on a decision
that the community had agreed to.’ 

There have been occasions in the Trust Area where
subsequent owners of previously rezoned and developed
parcels have come back for another slice of the pie. 

This has
been facilitated
by a lack of
written record
setting out the
community’s
intention for its
decisions and
by residents
plain forgetting,
or not knowing,
the details of the
process the first
time around.

Background
In Pender’s original community plan, in the early ’70s,
commercial zoning was assigned in a quirky manner,
according to who was running a lodge or B&B at the
time. An existing urban-style template was used to
actually determine those densities. (The Inn on Pender,
then named Eastridge Motel, was created as a
commercial accommodation parcel in the late ’80s.)

In 1991 Pender Island’s trustees initiated a project to
downzone the density of commercial accommodation
units. The ensuing uproar watered down the attempt to
regulation of size of units, rather than the reduction of
units permitted. 

Subsequently, one site of large development
potential was removed from the equation when
Roesland Resort was purchased by Parks Canada to
form part of the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve.

Scant public attendance has been a feature of the
recent focus group process on North Pender. However
information about and background to the OCP Review
process can be found online at the Islands Trust website
and at www.npenderocp.com. This latter, citizen-based
website, North Pender Island Official Community Plan
Resource, provides a forum for online dialogue and a
record of community opinion. 0

LOCATION Total Current Unused Current Max.

Existing Potential Permitted

Clam Bay Farm 7 0 7

The Inn on Pender Island 12 34 46

Browning Marina Resort 6 33 39

Driftwood Centre 0 27 27

Currents at Otter Bay 31 4 35

Arcadia-by-the-Sea, Mckinnon Rd 3 23 26

333 MacKinnon Road 0 10 10

Mackinnon Road (no address) 0 10 10

1325 Mackinnon Road 0 9 9
From: Southern Gulf Islands Accommodation Inventory & Accommodation Policy

Assessment -2005, page 33, Islands Trust wesite.

Coming Soon at www.islandtides.com

More 2005 Photos in Colour



Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub, ensuite, fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800
www.penderislandshangrila.com

360º Breathtaking 
Oceanfront Views

CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd
Salt Spring Island
250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Page’s 
Resort & Marina

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

View our customers
online at:

www.islandtides.com

Ganges 
Campground

150 Leisure Lane
60 sites • RVS & Tents

Showers • Walk To Town

250-537-1210
www.gangescampground.com

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Walk to sandy beach, close to
UVic. Organic breakfasts,

private bathrooms. $40-$70

250-598-7015

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

It’s amazing the coolness and tranquility that plants can generate. 
A quiet corner amid the heat and bustle of Ganges, Salt Spring Island.

RRuussttiicc WWeellll BB&&BB
Near beach, mountain

trails, UVIC, 17
minutes to downtown
Victoria, home-cooked
breakfast. $$5500--$$7700
225500--772211--33229911

Café: Open 7am–8pm daily • Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9:30am daily) 
Pub: Open from Noon daily • Licensed Liquor Store: Open from 10am daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@cablelan.net

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC:
SEPT 2 & 3: BRYDEN STREET HOUSE PARTY

SEPT 4: WALK ON BOYS

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB

Please call Scott Andrews at (250) 537-4220
e-mail: Sales@SorensenFineHomes.com

New Oceanview Residence
$1,475,000

shown by appointment only
Nearing completion, this casually elegant, 3,000+ square foot

residence has it all. Situated on Salt Spring Island with privacy, serenity
and natural beauty on a spectacular, 2.8 acres of expansive ocean

and island view property.

4-Day Stonebuilders Intensive ‘Bootcamp’
Thursday 22–Sunday 25, September on North Pender Island

Hands-on design, site preparation and building of mortared stone steps,
walkways and retaining walls. This small group workshop is taught by
renowned Gulf Islands’ stonemasonry teacher, Bill Child. Instructional
materials and tools provided for the workshop. 

Topics covered include:
• personal safety while doing stonework
• site design and preparation
• quarry visits and stone selection
• mixing, using and curing cement
• cutting up boulders and dressing stone
• building permanent stone structures

Transportation, food and lodging not included. Bring your own personal safety gear
including: work gloves, safety glasses, steel-toe work boots and knee pads. Come
prepared for rain or sun and bring a lunch each day.

Registration limited to 5 participants. Fee: $500. For more information contact: Christa
Grace-Warrick 250-629-3660, g-wcommunications@cablelan.net

The Islands Trust is establishing a public
advisory group to create a new publication that
will provide information about island life to
newcomers. The publication will include
information on water conservation, tips on
building, siting and landscaping, preserving
rural character and island services. The project
is a joint venture between the Islands Trust, the
Islands Trust Fund and the San Juan
Preservation Trust.

‘Each piece of property contributes to the
character of the islands and newcomers make
a lot of decisions that shape that character for
the future,’ said David Essig, chair of the
Islands Trust. ‘We hope to provide people with
information about the special nature and
challenges of these islands based on the
practical experience of others who have lived

and built here.  The role of the public advisory
group is to ensure that local interests and
values are reflected in the publication. The San
Juan Islands and the Islands Trust Area have a
number of similar issues and we are delighted
to partner with our colleagues south of the
border on this project,’ he added. 

A total of six members, three from British
Columbia and three from Washington, will be
selected. The application form for the public
advisory group is posted on the Islands Trust
website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca, under
stewardship programs. The application
deadline is 4:30pm Friday, September 16,
2005. The group is expected to begin its work
in October and complete the work by March
2006. 0

G
reenwoods Eldercare Society (formerly
Gulf Islands Intermediate Care Society)
has received the approval of BC

Housing to proceed with the renovation,
upgrade, and expansion of the kitchen facilities
in the Greenwoods residence on Blain Road,
Salt Spring Island. The increased capacity will
allow Greenwoods to provide meals twice per
day to the future residents of the new Assisted
Living Project presently under construction on
land adjacent to Greenwoods.

Andrew Brown, interim CEO of
Greenwoods Eldercare Society, made the
announcement July 29, stating, ‘The kitchen
expansion will allow us to better serve our
Greenwoods residents and it is another
example of Salt Spring Island being a
community that truly cares.’

His comment stems from the generous offer
of Jim Ballantyne and Jean Taylor, the
respective presidents of Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 92 and the Legion’s Ladies Auxiliary, to
open the kitchen in the lower hall of the Legion
building for use during the kitchen renovation
period. This arrangement, which is being
offered by the Legion for cost recovery only, will
allow the Greenwoods meal service program
and its Meals-on-Wheels service to continue at
next to full capacity, while retaining all of the

Greenwoods kitchen staff and experiencing
minimal disruption. The Legion building is
located directly across Blain Road from the
Greenwoods Care Residence

Brown said, ‘Without the help of the Legion,
Greenwoods would have been required to
install a portable kitchen adding huge expense
to the project.’ Brown expanded this comment
by saying, ‘The Legion members have shown
great heart as it means having to cancel their
long-standing tradition of Friday night suppers
for the full month of the renovation.’

The renovation is scheduled to commence
in October of 2005 and is expected to take four
weeks to complete.

The kitchen upgrade announcement comes
on the heels of the recent ground-breaking
ceremony at the construction site of the new
Assisted Living Project. Once completed, the
Greenwoods Assisted Living Residence will
provide homes for low to moderate income
seniors who can continue to live independently
and benefit from the availability of twenty-four
hour residential care.

The Greenwoods Eldercare Society, which
provides service to citizens of the Southern Gulf
Islands, will own and manage the new building
in addition to the existing Greenwoods Care
Residence.

Trust seeks volunteers to create
newcomers package

Things still cooking at Greenwoods




