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Salish Sea voyager from Gabriola looks homeward after a three-day journey to meet
folks on Galiano and Pender. 

Photo: Susan Banjavich

An important predator that eats mosquitoes and other small insects, the Emperor Dragonfly, Anax imperator, is usually found near wetlands. 

ISLAND FUTURES, please turn to page 5

A ‘Review of BChydro’ has been prepared by a panel of three of BC’s top civil servants in response
to the government’s concerns about politically unacceptable increases in electricity rates, which
would have amounted to 32.1% over the next three years. Completed in June, the report has
just been released and the Premier has now decreed that the proposed rate increase be halved.

The review panel consisted of John Dyble, Deputy Minister to Premier Christy Clark; Peter
Milburn, Deputy Minister to Finance Minister Kevin Falcon; and Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland,
former Provincial Comptroller-General. 

The report is a lightweight piece of work that tiptoes carefully around the government’s primary
role in creating BChydro’s problems. Granted, it would not have been easy to produce a
comprehensive analysis of BChydro’s extensive activities in such a short time. It’s not surprising
that the resultant report is uneven in emphasis, cautiously worded, and inadequately explained in
many areas. But credit must be given for some insights, most of which need considerable further
exploration. 

Has Cermaq learned a lesson? 
According to an August 10 joint statement

co-signed by the Norwegian fishfarm giant,
Friends of the Earth Norway, and Forum for
Environment and Development (ForUM),
Cermaq says their Chilean operations should
have been done in a more sustainable manner. 

‘There is a connection between the way
aquaculture has been carried out in Chile and
spread of fish diseases that led to the collapse
of the industry in Chile in 2007,’ the
agreement states. 

Friends of the Earth Norway agreed that
Cermaq has contributed to research to make
the industry more sustainable and changed
their global operations to prevent fish disease. 

Cermaq also claims that their operations in
Chile, Canada and Norway will operate
according to the precautionary principle, and
will respect the rights of indigenous people

and workers. They will ‘continue reporting
against sustainability indicators’. 

Only time will tell if these measures are
sufficient to protect BC salmon from diseases
such as the infectious salmon anemia that
decimated fish populations in Chile.  

Inquiry Continues
In Vancouver, the Cohen Commisison
evidentiary hearings into BC’s  sockeye salmon
runs resumed mid-August. Dr Kristi Miller,
whose work centers on pre-spawn fish
mortality and who was previously prevented
by the Harper government from speaking to
media, testified on August 24. Scientist
Alexandra Morton appears on September 7
and 8. 

The group ‘Salmon Are Sacred’ reminds
citizens that the hearings (on the 8th floor of
the Federal Court at 701 West Georgia Street)

FISH, please turn to page 2

BCHYDRO, please turn to page 3

Building inter-Island connections 
Christa Grace-Warrick

Fishy business ~ Sara Miles

COMMENTARY bY PATRiCk bROwN
Once over lightly for bChydro

F
or the second time this year, a
group of Gabriolans sailed south
on the Salish Sea to visit other

Islanders in a time-honoured way. 
Last April, members of the Gabriola

Commons Foundation came by ferry to
make a presentation to various southern
Islanders about the Gabriola Commons’
work on issues like land acquisition, local
food, community building and affordable
housing.

On a mid-August weekend, inspired
by a photo of the Galiano community
garden in Island Tides, members of

another Gabriola non-profit, Island
Futures, sailed south in three boats, first
visiting Galiano folks at Montague
Harbour  (plus Judith and Jurgen, aka
The Tinkerers, from Mayne). 

Two boats continued on to a gathering
at Pender’s Community Hall, organized
by the island’s Community Transition
group. ‘Bicyclista’ Louis Vallée (see ad
page 11) from Mayne also joined about a
dozen Pender Islanders.

Sitting in the shade on the Hall’s deck,
people talked about improving inter-
Island connections; at a distance and
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Our future leaders—Island youth raise funds with handmade cards that promote respect for nature.

are open and public participation is essential to this process. 

‘The aquaculture hearings are going to be extremely

important to the survival of wild salmon in BC,’ says

Alexandra Morton. ‘When you have the Privy Council

suppressing scientists studying the demise of a huge public

fishery you can be sure the public is at the losing end. People

need to attend this hearing to support Justice Cohen in

getting to the bottom of this highly political situation and

preventing government from spinning the hearings to meet

its needs.’ 

Evidentiary hearings will continue until the end of

September, with final submissions expected in November.

Details are at www.cohencommission.ca. Exhibits and

transcripts are posted online once available, and the

calendar is updated regularly.

Sustainable Fishing?
Meanwhile, the BC commercial pink salmon and albacore

tuna fisheries are now certified by the Marine Stewardship

Council (MSC) as being sustainably managed, and chum

salmon and spiny dogfish fisheries are currently being

assessed for MSC certification. However, Watershed Watch

is questioning one of these designations, stating that

commercial fisheries targeting pink salmon on BC’s north

coast discarded over 1.37 million pounds of chum salmon

in August, and that most discarded fish are not expected to

survive.0

FISH from page 1

P
ender Islands Conservancy Association is leading the
campaign to complete Brooks Point Regional Park
on South Pender Island. The campaign received a

huge boost in May, when an anonymous donor offered to
match donations up to $50,000. PICA has raised over
$60,000 to prevent subdivision of a key part of the park
linking Brooks Point and Gowlland Point, thanks in part to
this ‘Pender Angel’.

In keeping with the theme, ‘Conserving Brooks Point for
Future Generations’, PICA made a special award of
appreciation to Pender’s Kikuchi children and their cousin,
who pooled their savings to donate $100 to the Brooks Point
campaign. Their savings come from the sale of their
inspiring nature photo cards and delightful hand-drawn
cards that contain the message ‘Respect For Nature’ on the
back of each card. 

They sell their cards at their family booth at the Pender
Farmers’ Market. It is significant that their’s was the first
donation received after the ‘Pender Angel’ offered to match

all future donations. On July 30 they donated another $104

to the campaign, so with the matched donations, the

Kikuchi children have contributed $408 to the campaign!

On July 31 the Pender Invitational bocce tournament

hosted by Bill and Tekla Deverell and Karl Hamson and

Hedi Kovacs raised over $5,000. The Marimba Muzuva

dance on August 6 gave Penderites a chance to kick up their

heels and added another $1,200. These funds were all

matched by the Angel. Next is a gourmet dinner by chef

Pierre Delacote and silent auction at the Pender Community

Hall on September 10. 

PICA’s goal is to raise sufficient funds to persuade the

CRD directors to forgo the subdivision option and keep the

new acquisition in its entirety free from future development.

Strong public support enhanced by the Pender Angel and

exemplified by the Kikuchi children will be one of the key

factors the CRD will consider this fall when they meet to

decide on the subdivision option. 0

The Gulf Islands have rich cultural and ecological value, but
where does one go to learn about it? 

Soon, Galiano’s Montague Harbour Marine Provincial
Park will have an informative new display that will make
some of this knowledge available to the public. 

The Galiano Conservancy Association is developing
educational multicultural signage about several of the
Island’s at-risk species, such as the Great Blue Heron, and
historical midden sites in the area. Conservancy biologist
Alana Jung and a Penelakut First Nation elder are working
together to make this traditional knowledge accessible to
park visitors.  

The material will be posted in the original Hul’qumi’num
language as well as French, Spanish, Punjabi, Mandarin and
English. These languages were chosen in consultation with
Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society  specifically
to increase the accessibility of the park to new Canadians.

A recently approved $17,000 grant from the BC Parks
Community Legacy Fund ensures that the funds will be
available to build the sign and compensate the staff and
community members involved in its creation. 

Watch for an upcoming issue of Island Tides to find out
the date of the unveiling ceremony. 0

Recognizing heritage and
culture at Montague park
Sara Miles

Youngsters help brooks Point effort — PAul PETRiE
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Governmment-owned BChydro has a virtual monopoly
on the supply and distribution of electricity in the province.
It is regulated by the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC)
through an annual review of its planned projects and its
proposed customer rates. 

Incremental Thinking
The review notes that BChydro budgets incrementally,
rather than zero-based; focusing on cost increases over the
previous year. All that seems to matter is the proposed
increase in electricity rates. It takes no risks because it must
not be seen to make any mistakes; it must obey the
government’s wishes, no matter what impact they may have
on its primary function of supplying electricity reliably and
economically.

As well as these responsibilities, BChydro must provide
a constant stream of revenue to the government. In return,
as a Crown corporation, it does have the privilege of
borrowing at the preferential rates enjoyed by the
government.

Build New! Maintain The Old?
Two of BChydro’s proposed projects, the building of the
Site-C dam on the Peace River, and the system upgrades
described as the Smart Meter Initiative, have been excused
by the 2010 Clean Energy Act from BCUC oversight, which
suggests that the government felt that their justification
would not stand up to careful analysis (see also Editorial,
page 4). The review is careful not to make any meaningful
comment on them.

It does, however, note that BChydro’s ‘forced outage’
numbers are too high, and that this may indicate aging
infrastructure. But despite BChydro’s insistence that its
proposed rate increases relate to the need to maintain and

upgrade its existing assets, the panel did not analyse the
costs and manpower involved.

Government Energy Policy
The main task of an electrical utility is to ensure that the
amount of power available exactly matches the amount of
power demanded by customers at any time, and of course
there are wide variations in demand: hourly, daily,
seasonally and regionally. BChydro has many tools to do
this; in addition to its heritage hydroelectric dams (which
generate large and controllable amounts of electricity, and
can be used as energy storage facilities), it can trade power
with neighbouring states and provinces, and utilize wind
and run-of-river generation. 

BChydro is more fortunate than most utilities in its
flexibility, both in sources and prices. This has been a major
factor in BC’s low electricity prices in the past 50 years.
However, over the past eight years, the government has
interfered mightily in BChydro’s planning. Through the
2007 BC Energy Plan and the 2010 Clean Energy Act, the
government has required that BChydro be ‘self-sufficient’
in power generation by 2016, and further that this self-
sufficiency be achieved in the worst possible circumstances,
a record low-water year. In addition, generating capacity for
a further 3,000GWh must be built in BC as ‘insurance’. 

Legislation also requires that all new power be ‘clean’ and
renewable. And, finally, that BChydro be barred from
undertaking any new generation projects of its own, but that
the additional power required be purchased from privately
owned ‘Independent Power Producers’ (IPPs).

In a normal year, BChydro is virtually self-sufficient, but
these requirements dictate a further 15% (7000-8000GWh)

BCHYDRO from page 1

After almost one year of surveys, interviews and meetings,
the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee released their
Housing Options Task Force Report on May 31, bringing
together  findings and recommendations that will provide
direction for housing development on Mayne. The report
echoes some concerns of other Gulf Islands that also
struggle to provide housing for a diverse population. Staff
are currently reviewing the report and will provide details
of how the recommendations might be accomplished. 

In a community made up of almost 50% absentee
homeowners, creating housing options is a priority. ‘Right
now, we don’t have any options,’ says Local Trustee Jeanine
Dodds. Single-family homes on large lots just aren’t
accessible to all. 

The Housing Options Report acknowledges that
concerns regarding population density and water usage
must be addressed, but also emphasizes the importance of
attracting the under-50 population to balance the
community’s demographic. 

The report recommends creating affordable and diverse
housing options, including zoning to allow multi-dwellings,
secondary and accessory suites. Basement suites, which are
not currently permitted, are a good rental housing option
and mortgage helper, says Jeanine. 

Ideas for tax incentives to encourage long-term rentals
and new rental construction, and specifying criteria for
seniors’ and accessible housing are also featured in the
report. It recommends a housing authority and a nonprofit
society to assist with housing development and to provide
leadership, management, and oversight of housing
development and projects. 

The comprehensive document relied on a dedicated
group of people who did a huge amount of groundwork to
educate and involve the community. Their efforts paid off—
the survey received a good response. Having had a diverse
group of people involved in its creation, the clearly written
report reflects the current state and needs of the
community. Jeanine says it was a good opportunity to
educate people and share what was learned and that the
Task Force ‘did an incredible job.’ 0

Finding housing options
for Mayne Island L

ichen might not seem too exciting, but imagine if one
were named after you! The naming rights to two
newly discovered lichen species found in BC will be

auctioned this fall with the proceeds going towards the
Ancient Forest Alliance and The Land Conservancy. 

Two of BC’s best known botanists, Wade Davis and Andy
MacKinnon, have made over $12,000 in total combined
bids. ‘We’re lucky to have BC’s rockstar botanists, Wade
Davis and Andy MacKinnon, support this ground-breaking
conservation fundraiser,’ stated Ken Wu, co-founder of the
Ancient Forest Alliance. 

Widely read ethnobotanist Wade Davis is author of
numerous  books including the international best-seller, The
Serpent and the Rainbow. He is an explorer-in-residence
for National Geographic writing about various regions of
the planet while spending much of his time at his Stikine
Valley cabin in the Sacred Headwaters region in northern
BC.

Andy MacKinnon co-authored the Plants of Coastal BC
which has sold more than 300,000 copies since its
publication in 1994, making it the highest selling botany
field guide in Canadian history. Dog-eared copies can be
found in the homes of hundreds of thousands of nature
enthusiasts. MacKinnon works as a forest ecologist for the
BC government and lives in Metchosin.

New Lichen Species & Great
Fundraiser

The two lichen species were discovered by botanical
researcher Trevor Goward (who also contributed to The
Plants of Coastal BC). Since then their identity as
undescribed species has been supported by two teams of
molecular researchers working in Finland and Spain. 

According to scientific protocol, the right to give a new
species its scientific name goes to the person who describes
it. However, Trevor is helping to raise funds for ecosystem
protection through this online auction. The auction runs
into the fall and earns the highest bidders the right to name
the lichens after themselves or whomever they choose.

‘We’re extremely grateful to Trevor for his innovative
fundraising and awareness raising contribution to help us

LICHEN, please turn to page 8

BCHYDRO, please turn to page 10

what’s in a name? 
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WE MAKE YOUR TRIP A PART OF THE ADVENTURE! 

3 WINERIES BY SEA, MARINE ECO TOURS, 
PRIVATE CHARTERS, DIVING COURSES & MORE! 

SUMMER IS HERE! 
 

islandtides.com

British Columbians have been left with the idea that aspects
of the Smart Meter Program would not stand close scrutiny
because Premier Campbell’s Clean Energy Act exempted it
from BC Utilities Commission oversight. 

Smart metering is usually intended to facilitate time-of-
day pricing, but the BC government has ruled this out.
Without time-of-day pricing, the business case for the Smart
Meter Initiative (SMI) doesn’t stand up. 

So, BChydro is relying on anticipated ‘savings’ through the
detection and prevention of electricity theft, presumably by
marijuana grow-ops, to justify installing the meters at
1,800,000 homes in BC.

Theft relies on tapping into electricity supply before it is
metered; we see no reason why the type of meter used would
change that. The SMI also provides for the installation of
smart meters at other points in the distribution system, which
presumably allows comparison between neighbourhood
electricity use and the sum of that recorded on residential
meters. 

While this may identify missing (and possibly stolen)
quantities of electricity, it does not identify the building where
power went missing. In fact, smart meters are not necessary

to detect this loss. BChydro has failed to make a case for 100%
surveillance of household electricity consumption patterns.

A critical question remains: how much electricity theft is
there in BC? BChydro says it has a Present Value of $732
million, but does not indicate how this figure was calculated.
The recent deputy ministers’ Review of BChydro mentions
that this is backed up by a calculation by Darryl Plecas and
his team at the University College of the Fraser Valley. 

Plecas’ work estimates that there are 10,000 commercial
size grow-ops in BC, and only 20% of them steal their
electricity. There are many other estimates of the number of
grow-ops, but none support BChydro’s statements that
electricity worth $60-$100 million is stolen every year. In fact,
the $732 million appears to be a figure devised to justify the
Smart Meter Initiative. A BCUC review would have
determined the truth of this calculation. 

Once again, the Campbell legacy has left BC ratepayers
with a billion dollar boondoggle. Once again, BChydro is in
the position of having to invent a financial justification for a
Campbell decree. Once again, the BCUC is left out of the loop.

It’s time for this Campbell legacy to be abandoned, by this
government or another.0

Hornby Wants Their Mailman Back

The following letter was sent to Courtenay Canada Post
Superintendent Shawn Murphy and CUPE on July 29.
Dear Shawn:
A retirement from an existing RSMC [Rural and suburban
mail carrier] route created a vacancy on Hornby Island, BC
in the early spring of 2011. 

I have been the helper on this route from 1994-2004 and
the replacement worker from 2004 until now. Since August
2006, I have been doing the RSMC route on Hornby Island
on a fulltime basis and have subsequently hired two helpers
who have both been screened by Canada Post.

In May of this year, I was administered a general aptitude
test along with two other candidates for the job, both of who
have had no experience fulfilling the duties of an RSMC and
who both live near Courtenay, BC, an hour-and-a-half
commute to Hornby involving two ferry trips.

On July 27, I was informed that a person from Royston,
BC had been selected as the appropriate RSMC for Hornby
based on the results of the general aptitude test. In the
collective agreement between Canada Post and the
Canadian Union of Postal Workers set to expire in
December 2011, clauses 12.08, 12.09 and 12.04 have clearly
been violated. 

It is my contention that hiring a non-local person for the
Hornby Island rural route, who has no experience in mail
delivery and is clearly not ‘qualified’, not only contravenes
the spirit of the collective agreement, it is also an illogical

and poor business decision that will result in a significant
disruption in the current standard for mail delivery on
Hornby Island.

Ron Emerson, Hornby

Ed’s Note: As of August 20, more than 500 Hornby Island
residents had signed a petition objecting to Canada Post’s
hiring decision, saying that Mr Emerson’s work has
‘always been exemplary’ and that one needs ‘detailed
knowledge’ of the Island community and geography to do
the job well.

To Jack Layton With Love
Beloved politician
You counter and suppress autocratic baffle gab 
With rare straightforwardness
Your smile is efficacious in leading those 
Who dare to seek a true democracy
With laws humane and fair
And uphold the cause of those of us whose world is cold and hard
On the rocky way, where all of us stumble ‘neath the stars
In our foggy, fickle future
We can see no when or how
A hope so close to blossoming
May tremble on the bough
And shaken by the wind, still clings
As tho’ to cling it must
For there’s a need it would fulfill
And will fulfill, I trust
God hold you in his keeping Jack

And grant you overcome your cross. 

May Hansen, Mayne Island

Delivering Good News
Dear Editor:
We have been reading the latest issues from cover to cover.
We love the diversity of the content; there are serious issues
and there are lighthearted items—a great blend. Lots of
great pictures and colour, and we think you have a winner!
Just had to let you know how much we have been enjoying
the publication. 

Your delivery guys, Gord & Charlene

Many thanks to Gord and Charlene for doing a great job
distributing the paper on Vancouver Island! 0����������	�
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Whoops!
Our July 28 article entitled ‘The rising tide of island radio’
stated that an application by Hornby Island Radio to the
CRTC was heard on July 18. It was, in fact, the application
by Cortes Island’s previously ‘pirate station’ that was heard.

R E S O R T  &  S P A

250-629-2100

The lazy hazy days of summer
...enjoy them at Poets Cove!
Check our website under 'rates'

for special pricing, then call us!
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SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, with image $39.20 (max 45 words) 
MuLTI-VENuE: $44.80, with image $50.04 (max 70 words) 

Call 250.629.3660 • Email islandtides@islandtides.com

‘What’s On?’
Vancouver Island & All The Gulf Islands

islandtides.com

Every Saturday until Thanksgiving
Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—you never know
what you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’
workshops 10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods;
local art & artisan works • Community Hall • Saturdays,
9:30am-1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Ongoing 
Texada Campaign 10-Year
Anniversary Exhibit—original
black & white, large format photos
by Howard Fry taken for the 2001
Salt Spring Women ‘Preserve &
Protect’ calendar • 1108 Grace
Point Square, Ganges (next to
Ganges Harbour ) • 11am-4pm •
Info: 250-537-4425, www.starfishgalleryandstudio.com
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday—Sunday
Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler pool,
swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna, and cafe. •
Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right
off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • Fri: 1-4pm, 7-9pm; Sat
& Sun: 1-4pm (Sept 5-18: pool closed for annual
maintenance) • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-
7620 • IN SAANICH

Thurs, Aug 25—Sun, Sept 4 
25th Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival—
fifteen venues packed with almost 500 live international

comedy, drama, live art and spoken-word
performances, noon to midnight • AuGuST

23-26: free live performances in
Centennial Square, starting 6pm;  SAT AuG

27: Fringekids Fest with free kids’ shows
and activities, 11am-4pm, Market Square;
Pre-fringe 25th birthday events begin

August 23 • Tickets, passes & info: www.victoriafringe.com,
250-590-6291 • IN VICTORIA 

Saturday, Sept 3 
Ellisa Hartman Concert—former Pender resident tours
her new album, Making War, showcasing her unique
acoustic guitar playing & quirky instrumental timing •
Community Hall, 7:30pm • Tickets: $12 @ Medicine Beach
Market, Talisman Books & Southridge Country Store, $15
@ the door • Info: www.ellisahartman.com • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Sat & Sun, Sept 3 & 4
Rio Samaya Band—latin flavoured music, combined
with soul energy & dance, an evening full of surprises with
songs from around the world • SEPT 3: Port Browning Pub,
Pender Island, 9pm; SEPT 4: Hummingbird Pub, Galiano
Island, 7pm • Free • Info: www.riosamayaband.com • ON
PENDER & GALIANO ISLANDS

Sunday, September 4
Eco-Homes Tour & Symposium—tour of living roofs
& water collection systems;
engaging talks by experts; free
evening slide show, Pender
Community Transition
fundraiser • Tour: 10am-noon;
Symposium: 1pm onwards •
Tickets: Under 18 free, Adults
$20 @ Talisman, Southridge,
Medicine Beach Market & the Farmers Market • Info:
www.EcoHomesNetwork.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs—Sun, Sept 8—11
Salt Spring PRIDE 2011—SEPT 8: Film night & panel
discussion on gay rights, Mistaken Identity Vineyards,
7pm; SEPT 9: Ze Cabaret: Drag, Burlesque Cabaret &
Costume Dance Party, Fulford Hall, 7:30pm, $25; SEPT 10:
Parade noon, meet at Mahon Hall 11am; PRIDE in the Park
1-4pm Centennial Park; Dance at Barb’s Buns, 8pm; SEPT

11: Golf Tournament, Blackburn Meadows, 10am, $35;
Unitarian Service, 379 Lower Ganges Rd, 11am; Potluck
Picnic, Ruckle Park Site#3, 12-4pm • Info: www.glossi.org
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sunday September 11
Gary Fjellgaard with Saskia & Darrel—award
winning singer–songwriter Gary Fjellgaard delights

audiences with his masterful
acoustic guitar, gentle vocals,
riveting yodeling and tales of his
life • Pender Islands Community
Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $20 @
Medicine Beach Market,
Talisman Books and Southridge
Country Store • Info: 250-629-
3669, www.penderislands.org •

ON PENDER ISLAND

September 13—29
BC Cancer Agency’s Screening Mammography
Mobile Service coming soon • PENDER: September 13-
16; SALT SPRING: September 19-29 • Women ages 40-79
take advantage of this life-saving service by booking an
appointment, call: 1-800-663-9203 • Info: www.smpbc.ca
• ON PENDER & SALT SPRING ISLANDS

September 16—18 
Classes & Workshops with Chanchal Cabrera,
MSc—Finding Balance in a Busy World: ‘Adrenal health
and stress management with natural medicines’ • Innisfree
Farm • Info: www.chanchalcabrera.com, 250-336-8767 •
IN COURTENAY

Biz Buzz … news from our

advertisers around the Salish Sea. 

Trafalgar Homes Special
Nadine Grendall of Trafalgar Homes let us know they have
a special offer to help out with those pesky taxes. Trafalgar’s
homes were exempt from PST. She says, ‘Basically we know
that there are a lot of you out there waiting to see what
happens with the HST before moving forward—we have
heard it time and again over the past few months—and our
newest promotion will allow you to move forward right now!’
Trafalgar Homes is offering a 5% discount on contracts
signed before September 30—that would compensate for
paying higher taxes (see ad page 9).

Retrofits & Rebates
With all the hubbub around rising electricity rates, many
people want to improve their homes’ efficiency. There are
rebate programs to help homeowners do retrofitting,
including the ecoENERGY program and LivesmartBC. Matt
Beck from Outer Limits Sheet Metal explained the process. 

First, the homeowner pays for a home energy audit which
is usually about $125. An Islander commented that it was
helpful in understanding where her home wastes energy. 

The auditor gives the homeowner a list of work that could
be done. Once any retrofit is done, the auditor then comes
back to certify the work before the rebate application. The
work must be done by a certified contractor, such as Outer
Limits Sheet Metal, to qualify for the rebates.

Outer Limits, based on Salt Spring, travels to other
Islands for energy consultation and retrofitting work. Their
work includes installing heat pump systems and heat
recovery ventilator systems, which are very efficient
alternatives to electric baseboard heat (see ad page 11.) 0

ISLAND FUTURES from page 1

A
few months ago Andrea Collins discovered some
boxes in a cupboard. In them were 750 calendars
remaining from a fundraising campaign against

Texada Land Corporation’s clearcut logging on Salt Spring
Island. The 2001 calendar project was launched to help
protect 4,500 acres of land slated for logging.

‘As it turns out this year is the tenth anniversary of the
tree-saving purchase, and so I decided to bring them out,’
says Collins.

The efforts of Island activists saved 2,500 acres of the
company’s 4,500 acres in and around Burgoyne Bay,
including an ecological reserve and watershed lands around
Maxwell Lake. The calendar sales raised $100,000. 

The calendar was very much a group effort, with the
original idea coming from Ruth Tarrassoff. Entitled ‘Salt
Spring Women Preserve & Protect’, it features nude photos
of Island women. Some of the women who were brave
enough to ‘bare all’ include: Denise Bachmann, Susan
Cogan, Briony Penn, Jane Sqiuer, Cate McEwen, Linda
Quiring, Anne Humphries, and Collins herself.

These island women are portrayed in evocative settings
that reveal much more than their bodies. The strength and
vulnerability in the portraits invites a deeper understanding
of our place as an integral part of Mother Nature. The
images express the power of the sacred feminine, whether
it’s a group of the three graces playing music at the beach,
or a logging truck blockade by a group of brazen, bold

female warriors.
Because it took such an unusual approach, the calendar

project attracted media attention to the campaign to save
the land in publications as far-flung as Harpers Magazine,
the Globe & Mail, plus the Vancouver Sun. While the dust
has settled on the once-blockaded logging roads, these
intimate images serve as a reminder of what was at the heart
of the struggle: Island women baring themselves to preserve
and protect sacred space for future generations.

While the context has changed, photographer Howard
Fry’s images remain potent and moving. The ‘calendar girls’
are our mothers and our sisters. The decades may have
laced hair with silver. Some women have moved on, others
have passed on. That baby in the belly of a young, pregnant
Tali Hammel  is now a ten-year old boy running through
the forest paths in Burgoyne Bay, having heard perhaps that
this was all once ‘almost gone’, but knowing only these trees,
bluffs and beaches as an integral and beloved part of his
sweet home.

Until they run out, the last 750 calendars will be sold on
Salt Spring Island at  Starfish Gallery, Salt Spring Books,
and Salt Spring Conservancy events. Calendars cost $20
apiece with 100% of sales to be donated to the Salt Spring
Conservancy. 

Fry’s calendar photos will also be part of an ongoing
exhibit at Starfish Gallery to commemorate the Texada
Campaign. See ‘What’s On?’ above. 0

Ten years on, nude calendar dusted off 
Andrea Palframan

Photo: Howard Fry

Cover photo from Salt Spring’s 2001 fundraiser calendar
for the Island’s campaign to preserve 4,500 acres.

Local & Salish Sea-wide
Visibility For Your Event!

face-to-face. This month, Island Futures is talking of
connecting boats, skippers and travellers who are interested
in moving themselves and goods directly island-to-island
as an alternative to circuitous ferry connections requiring
vehicles. This trip itself was the maiden voyage of the
boating venture.

Coordinator of Island Futures, Victor Anthony, asks:
‘How do we set up a collaboration framework connecting
organizations and individuals on different Gulf Islands who
are interested in living sustainably? What ideas and
approaches to sustainability does your island want to share
with other islands? What ideas and approaches to
sustainability do you want to hear about from other islands?’ 

Island Futures’ areas of interest include: agricultural land
and food security, ecosystems and natural areas, energy,
transportation, economics, learning, waste management,
climate change and air quality, housing, soul and art, and
history.

Victor emphasizes the power of face-to-face
connections—hence the ‘green fleet’ idea—the amount of
wide-ranging talk in the Pender circle confirms that. But
given winter weather and distance, how to keep interaction
happening? Maintaining the face-to-face idea, Skype was
suggested. The free live video and voice connection over the
internet seems as if it would help keep that direct
connection alive.

Victor suggests that southern Islanders wanting to put
together a reciprocal trip to Gabriola email him. He is
willing to help coordinate a date that would work for boats
from several islands and put people in touch with each
other. His email is victorsez@gmail.com, also visit
islandfutures.ca. 0
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Notice to the Public

DEADLINE EXTENDED  
For discontinuation of Prepaid Paper Tickets

We have extended the deadline for customers to transfer the value 
of their existing Prepaid Paper Tickets onto a BC Ferries’ Experience™ 
Card until September 30, 2011. The BC Ferries’ Experience™ Card is an 
innovative product which has replaced the old Prepaid Paper Tickets. 
As of October 1, 2011, Prepaid Paper Tickets for Hornby Island and 
Cortes Island will no longer have a monetary value and can not be 
exchanged onto a BC Ferries’ Experience™ Card.

KEY DATE TO NOTE:

  September 30, 2011 – final day to transfer the value of  
Prepaid Paper Tickets on to a BC Ferries’ Experience™ Card

For more information on this change, visit bcferries.com 
Questions? Please call 1 888 BC FERRY (1 888 223 3779).
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Nearly half of wildfi res in British Columbia
are caused by human carelessness. Please prevent

and report wildfi res. To report a wildfi re,
call *5555 on your cell.

 For more information, visit
www.BCforestfi reinfo.gov.bc.ca  
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S
ummer—we finally got it! The
blackberries are in marvelous fat
abundance. I see loads of kids and

adults out with buckets and other berry-
picking paraphernalia, ambling down the
roads; kids get the low berries, adults get the
high ones and both get purple, pricked
fingers! I can smell blackberry pie by
memory! 

The Saturday Market is full of vendors
and tourists. And kids! We have kids all
over. Our local kids and regular visiting
grandchildren are scrambling along the
seashore and woods, having fun and
learning with Gulf Islands Centre for
Ecological Learning (GICEL) staff.  

The community is bustling with visitors
and it is fun to see and reassuring after such
a cold, cool spring when everyone seemed
to want to stay home and not visit our lovely
B&B’s and other Island amenities. 

Family Ties
I have a granddaughter that is as interested
in flora and fauna as I am. She hardly
stumbles over nomenclature like
polyphemus moth, Saturnid family, and
Lorquin’s Admiral butterfly. She luxuriates
in closely considering the undulating
undersides of a limpet (desperately looking
for a rock to graze on instead of being gazed
at by a child) or watching a brown bat who
resides in a tiny decorative birdhouse—and
has done for most of my granddaughter’s
years of visiting the farm. 

A kindred soul is a joy. Yet, I can’t claim
a blood relationship with this ten-year-old
child. I only met her mother when she was
four, though we have been mother and
daughter since. I forget my granddaughter
is not mine by blood when we closely
enthuse over whatever flies by or catches
our awareness. While I have known her
from the second she emerged into life we
share no common genetic material but
rather a deep convivial bond. 

I have a profound appreciation for
biology and biological processes, so I catch
myself being surprised sometimes, and a
little sad, that we are not genetically related!
Thank the stars for the intervention of love
and culture alongside genetics: a step-
grandmother does belong in the lineage!

Riding High
Some Saturna Islanders took a riding trip to
the south Chilcotin mountains, organized by
local sheep farmer and long-time Islander
family member, Jacques Campbell. For
those of us who relish the back of a steady
horse and a view framed by a set of lively
ears the trip was a wonderful opportunity to
explore something I would call wilderness.
At a slow pace. 

At the top of the world on a 9,000ft pass

you could survey two huge valley drainages

filled with rock, snow and lakes blue-green

with rock flour and with our great good luck,

blue skies without a hint of pollution. Their

spring was also late, so every wild flower

from low to high elevation that ever had the

capacity to flower was blooming. I smiled as

I rode through the alpine pastures riotously

filled with blooms!

From alpine meadows and gushing

rivulets to simply rock, lichen and snow, the

Chilcotins’ huge showy mountains were all

new to me. The change was exhilarating—

more beauty around every bend. At one

point was a bluff that contained fossils from

an old sea floor, evidence of uplift and other

colliding geological forces. 

Making A Summer Living
I see why people make the effort to go on

summer vacations. Even when you have to

juggle and shift all your responsibilities as

does an Islander who counts on tourist

dollars to make your own economic world

go round! 

It was a change to be a tourist enjoying

what another hardworking BC family had

created as a way to make a life and a living.

Casey and Warren and their five lively,

competent children multitask—a family

work force. This is a scenario so familiar to

fulltime Gulf Islanders. 

The Chilcotin family has a lease from BC

Parks allowing them to lead tourists into the

high country. With the lease comes many

responsibilities, some of which are to keep

the long miles of trails open and usable.

Winter is totally different with a steady job

on the roads and some ski touring. Inherent

in living in this gloriously beautiful, out-of-

the-way place is the challenge of educating

your children during the winter months. 

The invitation went out for the south

Chilcotin family to visit Saturna but we Gulf

Islanders know it will be a long time before

they are able to pry themselves loose long

enough to take in the beauty and friendship

offered by our Island. 

Getting Ready For Fall
On Haggis Farm, our Saturna Ecological

Education Centre (SEEC) has undergone a

massive building program in order to be

ready for the September arrival of the

highschoolers. These young adults will

attend for a semester, living at the site,  and

attending the Saturna School. 0

Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

Chilcotin family earn a summer living from the beauty of their surroundings, just like
many islanders. 

Saturna Notes — PRiSCillA EwbANk
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Notice to the Public
from BC Ferries

Assured Loading Ticket Refund
From July 26 to October 24, 2011 BC Ferries will offer refunds for expired or 
valid Assured Loading Tickets (ALTs) purchased between 1984 and July 25, 2011. 
The amount of the refund will reflect the number of tickets remaining and the 
value of ALTs at the time of original purchase. To request a refund or obtain 
more information, please visit, bcferries.com. Refunds will not be available  
at BC Ferries terminals. Proof of purchase is required for all refunds. After 
October 24, 2011 this offer will no longer be available. All other terms and 
conditions of the ALT product, Experience Card and Coast Card continue to apply.

Mandatory Online ALT Registration
BC Ferries will be implementing a mandatory 
online ALT registration process. As of  
November 1, 2011 customers purchasing 
ALTs must register their cards online and 
agree to the terms and conditions before 
the purchase can be completed. This will 
ensure that BC Ferries can contact ALT users 
with product information if needed.  
Beginning November 1, 2011 customers 
purchasing ALTs will be issued a new card. 

Online card registration and a complete 
list of terms and conditions are available 
at bcferries.com

Who Uses Assured Loading Tickets?
ALTs are intended for customers that require 
assured loading (average 5 trips/year). ALTs 
have an expiry date of two years from 
month of purchase and once ALTs expire 
customers with remaining value have six 
months to purchase a new set of ALTs or 
the value will be forfeited. Customers  
are responsible for monitoring their ALT  
expiry date. ALTs provide priority travel on 
three Vancouver Island/Mainland routes: 
Tsawwassen-Swartz Bay; Tsawwassen-Duke 
Point; and Horseshoe Bay-Departure Bay. 
If you have any doubts that you will need 
prepaid ALTs, we suggest you rely on BC 
Ferries’ reservation system instead.
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Are YOU getting the support you 
need to manage your health?

University
of Victoria

Centre
on Aging

Knowledge, Skills & Confi dence
You CAN live a healthy life!

r s
s

�

The FREE six-session workshop will be held at 
 Meeting Room - 5715 Canal Road, Pender Island, BC 

Tuesdays, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm  Sept. 13 to Oct. 18, 2011

For more information call 604-940-1273 or toll-free 1-866-902-3767
Email:  selfmanagement@eastlink.ca   Web: www.selfmanagementbc.ca

REGISTRATION REQUIREDChronic Disease Self-Management Program —

Almost 150 people attended a public meeting organized by the Comox Valley Peaceful
Direct Action Coalition on July 21 in Courtenay. The Coalition is comprised of a variety of
local organizations with one common bond: they are all fed up with the lack of
accountability by governments to the citizens they serve. Eight groups signed the Coalition
Joint Statement (below), and others went to seek ratification. 

‘No matter where you turn and no matter what the issue, governments have stopped
listening to the people’, says Kel Kelly, a spokesperson for the group. ‘We are coming
together to say that the growing partnership between governments and corporations has
gotten completely out of hand and is now threatening Canadian democratic life.’ 

The group has formed to educate the Comox Valley public on the long and proud history
of peaceful direct action in BC and on the responsibility of citizens in a democracy to take
a strong, peaceful stand against governments when they lose their accountability.

The next event, planned for September 23, is a two-day information and education
forum on peaceful direct action and its role in the democratic process. Guest speakers will
include Leo McGrady, QC, author of the original Citizen’s Handbook for Civil Disobedience
in BC, and Maude Barlow, Honorary Chair of the Council of Canadians. 0

Re-learning our rights: 
peaceful direct action

The Comox Valley Peaceful Direct Action Coalition’s 
Joint Statement

‘We perceive our Comox Valley community, the communities of BC and the communities of
the nation of Canada to be in grave danger. The danger threatens our long term economic,
social and environmental health, the three pillars of sustainability.

The danger comes in the form of eroding economic equality, devastated social programs,
attacks on working peoples’ rights and unfettered environmental damage. It comes in the form
of privatization of public resources, diminished civil rights, a lack of accountability to the
citizenry and an ever-deepening corporate/government partnership that is moving our elected
officials farther and farther away from serving community interests.

There is a new mythology that is emerging as a result of decades of effort, and that
mythology is being perceived as being true. It includes such myths as: ‘If it’s legal, it’s okay’;
‘As long as we ‘mitigate’, we can do as we please’; ‘Pretending to hear the people is the same as
listening to what they are saying’; ‘The economy is the cornerstone of everything’; ‘Citizen input
comes only from special interest groups’; ‘Peaceful direct action is terrorism’.

There are many more myths that are being manufactured to support the agenda of our
governments and corporations, and like all of those listed above, a moment of serious reflection
reveals that they are not true.

According to Socrates, the original democratic thinker, only just laws are deemed worthy
of compliance; otherwise, he said, the citizen has a duty to obey a higher authority.
Disobedience of the law, he stated, is justified by appealing to the principle of necessity.

Slavery, residential schools, apartheid, military invasions, voting rights only for men, head
taxes, DDT, the Vietnam war, the use of chemical weapons, discrimination based on gender,
skin colour or sexual orientation were all legal in their day. That does not mean they were ever
just or fair. Most of these ‘legal’ abominations were overcome by careful, considerate, peaceful
means, including the practise of peaceful direct action.

British Columbia can claim a proud history of successful direct action campaigns. From
Ginger Goodwin and his work for miners’ rights in Cumberland to the suffragette movement,
to the century-long struggle of the Doukhobors, to the Critical Mass bicycle protests on the
streets of Vancouver today, British Columbians have spoken out and acted repeatedly against
unjust laws.

In the environmental movement, the arrest and detention of 64 brave souls in Strathcona
Park in 1988 led to the creation of statute parks in the province. The arrest and detention of
more than 800 people in the ‘Clayoquot Summer’ of 1993 ultimately brought a measure of
environmental sanity and some ‘peace in the woods’ for a prolonged period of time.

Over the last 20 years governments and corporations, working together, have methodically
clawed back these victories and made significant efforts to turn our society away from genuine
citizen participation and input. These days, once again, citizens and their opinions, are seen
as obstacles to progress, and barriers to unfettered economic growth. The other two pillars of
sustainability—social and environmental considerations—are once again being ignored.
Therefore, once again, we believe it is time to mobilize the citizenry of BC to take a strong,
peaceful stand against the imbalanced and unfair practices of our governments. 

Three coal mines in our beautiful community make no sense. A new gas station in the heart
of our estuary makes no sense. The gutting of social programs for our most vulnerable citizens
makes no sense. Turning our provincial park system over to private corporations makes no
sense. Yet, despite every effort by our community to work within ‘the system’ to prevent these
things, they are all proceeding anyway.

Countless thousands of volunteer hours have been spent preparing briefs, doing research,
attending meetings, participating at open houses, forums and public hearings. We can never
be accused of not having worked hard within ‘the system’. Most of this input has been ignored
or overruled. We believe that the only thing left to us is to follow Socrates’ direction to fulfill
our democratic duty to work against unfair and unjust laws and practices.

We will work as a coalition to provide education on peaceful direct action in our Comox
Valley community. We hope to mobilize hundreds of citizens to relearn that peaceful direct
action is a fundamental democratic right, to remember that when governments are ignoring
the will of the people, it is our responsibility to react strongly, collectively and peacefully.

We know that we are far from alone. We are well aware that many others in our community
and across British Columbia are also at the end of their patience. We invite other Comox Valley
groups, organizations and individual citizens to join us and encourage other communities
across the province to organize similar coalitions of their own. It is time for us to stand up, and
stand up together.’

Signed by: Friends of Strathcona Park, Comox Valley Water Watch, Sierra Club Comox
Valley, Council of Canadians, nocoalmine.net, World Community Development Education

Society, Coal Watch Comox Valley Society, Comox Valley Peace Group
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JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes 

 

www.jakobsenassociates.comK e it h  Ja ko b sen

 6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

Butler gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484

Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

 

RRaaiinnwwaatteerr HHaarrvveessttiinngg SSyysstteemmss 
AABBOOVVEE && BBEELLOOWWGGRROOUUNNDD AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONNSS 

NEW! 

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

 

FEATURING  
world leading 

brands 

islandtides.com

 FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
 Best choice for  
sensitive lakeside properties

 Passive system—no power required

eljen.com

Authorized Representative: 
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A  Avenue 
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca 

CORPORATION
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Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

LIfe in a tide pool—barnacles, mussels, crabs and sea stars survive wave action, sun and inquisitive exploration. 

WOODLAND 
WIDEPLANK 
FLOORING
Handcrafted for you
from BC woods…
naturally!

(800) 349-5252
www.woodlandflooring.com

Earth, 
Wind & 

Fire Salvage

I
n Kazakhstan, grocery shopping is a daily ritual and

pre-school children are toted along in the baby buggy

parade. On the return trip—if the children have been

good—they are treated to an icecream from one of the many

street vendors. 

In winter, when temperatures can dip to minus 30ºC,

the vendors are still there wrapped in furs and velinkies, and

the children, tiny fur-lined faces haloed in frost, still get their

icecream. 

Kazakh children are addicted to icecream. So too, I

imagine, are countless other children and former children

the world over, irresistibly drawn to this strange food.

Roman emperors had shaved ice brought to them from

the Alps, and Seneca railed against the drunken habitués of

the ‘shops and storehouses for [flavoured] snow’ in the city

of Rome. In Byzantine times and the later Turkish empire,

wealthy citizens were devoted to the rituals of iced drinks

(sharbats), and the industry became so well organized that

merchants sold snow-water, pieces of ice, and fruit ices in

the streets of Turkish towns. Boatloads of ice and snow

arrived in the hot Constantinople summers, and in 1578 the
Pasha Muhammad earned 80,000 sequins from his ice
mines. 

The oldest known description for making artificial ice
was written around 1270 by an Arabic doctor called Ibn Abu
Usaybi’a. The water ices of the Turks and Arabs were soft
and semi-liquid, rather like a slushy granita. They were often
eaten between courses and from the 17th century on could
be found in many European centres. 

The first real icecream shop opened in Paris in 1686 and
thereafter icecream was available as coupes glacées

containing fruit, crème Chantilly with whipped cream
folded in, and there were coffee and liqueur flavoured
parfaits. The ultimate decadence: Omelette à la

Norvégienne was served enclosed in hot meringue. By the
time this pièce de résistance reached New York in 1868 the
name was transmogrified to Baked Alaska. The 2oth
century history of icecream is a quintessence of American

protect BC’s last endangered old-growth forests,’ said Wu,
co-founder of the Ancient Forest Alliance.

‘Besides being an important initiative for BC forest
conservation, our naming auction could provide a model for
similar ‘taxonomic tithing’ fundraisers elsewhere: a
wonderful way to raise millions of dollars for conservation
around the world as new species are discovered,’ stated
Barry Booth, The Land Conservancy’s Northern Regional
Manager. ‘Wade and Andy’s credibility help to show this is
a serious and important initiative.’

‘Having your name linked to a living species is a legacy
that lasts,’ said Goward. ‘It has been almost three centuries
since the modern system of biological classification was
developed by Carolus Linnaeus; and even now the names
of people after whom he christened various plants and
animals are still with us. With any luck your name will
endure as long as our civilization does. Not even
Shakespeare could hope for more than that.’

To make a bid: www.ancientforestalliance.org or 250-
896-4007; www.conservancy.bc.ca or 1-877-485-2422. 0

LICHEN from page 3

ICES, continued on next page

bRiAN CRuMblEhulME
in anticipation of hot weather: ices  

If you see any cetaceans (whale, dolphin and porpoise) on 
the water this summer, you can report your sightings to the BC
Cetacean Sightings Network at 1-866-I SAW ONE. 

‘We use the information to monitor the species’ movements
and activities along BC’s coastline to better understand their
behaviours and help inform important research, conservation
and recovery actions,’ explains Caitlin Birdsall, program
coordinator. Observations to note include location, time,
number of animals and behaviours such as breaching, fluking
and feeding. Observers like Catherine Smith, who has been
living on Quadra Island for over 30 years, bring valuable
information to the Network. ‘I mostly listen for the whales, as
they have a distinctive sound when they blow. I leave windows
and doors open as much as possible so I can catch the blow at
any time when I am home.’

The Network is made up of over 2,700 observers across BC,
including whale watching operators, lighthouse keepers,
charter operators, tugboat captains, BC Ferries personnel,
researchers, government employees, boaters and residents.
Give wildlife lots of space, and for animals in distress, the
Marine Mammal Response Hotline is 1-800-465-4336. 0

Peter Christenson  •  250-629-8386

www.shorelinedesign.ca

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Fully insured

• Excellent

references

• Spe• Specializing in water

accaccess over steep 

& rugged 

terrain

Helpful observations
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4090 Bayridge Ave�West Vancouver  BC V7V 3K1  
t 01 604 921 8646� f 01 604 921 0755   
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com   
www.blueskyarchitecture.com  
     

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

"From the first Blue Sky 
Architecture have been 
regionalists in the best 
sense of the term. They 
have been deeply involved 
with the ecology and 
topography of southern 
British Columbia and its 
wonderful interweave of sea, 
forest, and rock ."

Portable, pre–assembled,
no scrubbing, fresh or salt
water, can be left full or
empty, fully–insulated. 

Includes all you need…
just add water!

Phone: 604-885-0646

www.alumitubs.com

Wood-Fired Hot Tubs

MARINE PRODUCTS
TUFFDOCK

RESIDENTIAL /  COMMERCIAL

ask your local dock contractor or call Barr plastics today!

barrplastics.com

1-800-665-4499

POWER, LIGHTING & WATER SERVICE 

PEDESTALS & 

PILINGS

Finally… a solar 

powered dock light

that really works!

• Attractive

• Economical 

• Durable

• Long-lasting 

• PVC

BARR™

islandtides.com

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up

with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239

With breathtaking virtuosity, First Nations
poet Garry Thomas Morse sets out to recover
the appropriated, stolen, and scattered world
of his ancestral Kwakwaka’wakw people,
from Alert Bay to Quadra Island to Vancouver.

Talonbooks

$17.95 | 128 pages | 978-0-88922-660-9

Available in the ferry giftshop, through your
local bookshop, or at www.talonbooks.com.

DISCOVERY PASSAGES GARRY THOMAS MORSE

F
ollowing on from my discussion, last edition, of the
Murdoch media empire scandal, Murdoch’s
influence in Canada, and Kai Nagata’s exposé of

media integrity in his blog ‘Why I quit my job,’ let’s look at
Canada’s media.

As far back as the Davey Commission in the 1960s,
Canadians have been warned about Canada’s concentration
and vertical integration of corporate media ownership. By
the 1980s, the Kent Commission report described the fact
that so much of the Canadian news media ownership was
in so few hands as ‘monstrous.’ 

When giant CanWest’s empire broke apart in 2009, the
Green Party suggested CanWest’s bankruptcy was the
perfect time to expand the number of owners of Canadian
media and sell the newspapers (or at least offer the papers
for sale) to the highest bidder. No media covered our press
release. 

Although CanWest’s television and newspaper holdings
were sold separately that’s as far as it went. The 46 CanWest
daily papers, including flagship and famously unprofitable
National Post, should have been open to any bidder to
break-up the unhealthy degree of corporate control. But the
trustees in bankruptcy only accepted bidding for all 46
papers (including all BC’s dailies). Paul Godfrey,
ideologically aligned with the National Post’s historical
editorial stance, bought all 46 for over $1 billion. 

Another giant in Canada, Quebecor, controls Sun Media
as a wholly owned subsidiary. That conglomerate is the
largest newspaper publisher in Canada, including 43 paid
and free dailies (including the once great London Free
Press, Kingston Whig-Standard and Peterborough
Examiner), as well as 200 community papers (they bought-
up Osprey), as well as the new channel SUN-TV, and TVA,
the largest commercial TV station in Quebec. 

Quebecor also runs Canoe providing English and French
internet properties, online servers, and a host of other
companies, now known as media properties.

BellGlobe Media is another huge player, owning 28 TV
stations, including CTV, 15% of the Globe and Mail, 29
specialty channels, 33 radio stations, including big players
in Toronto and Ottawa CFRA and CFRB, as well as dozens
of online products and internet networks (such as
Sympatico).

If this were a board game, it would be called Monopoly.
We do have CBC and Radio-Canada, but, as former CTV
bureau chief Kai Nagata (who worked at CBC before CTV)
points out, CBC brass have made all reporters terrified of
expressing what could be construed as a ‘left-wing’ opinion.

Looking for an independent newspaper in Canada? We
have two large dailies that fall outside the Bell, Shaw and
Quebecor conglomerates—the Chronicle Herald in Halifax
(owned by the Dennis family) and the Toronto Star, owned
by a trust, Torstar. On the coast we have the small, but
mighty, Island Tides and brave independent online
journalism in The Tyee.

Calling For A Media Policy Debate 
We need a serious policy debate in this country. With eyes
opened by the Murdoch empire scandal, maybe we are
ready to look at our own news media and see if new tools
are needed. 

Current competition laws only operate to hold in check
the price of papers. CRTC only looks at Canadian content. 

Bottom line: we need anti-trust laws to break up the
excessive media concentration, in only five or six hands,
Canada-wide. 

Elizabeth May, O.C., is Saanich–Gulf Islands MP and

leader of the Green Party of Canada. 0

who owns what in Canada’s press—an
opportunity missed - ElizAbETh MAY

marketing. The 1904 St Louis World’s Fair featured the first

icecream cone, invented, so we are told, by a Syrian baker

who rolled wafers into a cone and stuck a ball of icecream

on top. In 1923 the Individual Drink Cup Company began

marketing icecream in cups—later renamed the Dixie Cup.

Meanwhile, chocolate covered icecream hit the streets and

is credited with being the first icecream to be sold from vans

announced by an irritating jingle.

Icecream, almost by definition, is made from cream,
sugar and eggs. Chemically, it is an emulsion of ice, water,
fats, sugar, egg and milk proteins. The contemporary version
is a cornucopia of chemicals and dairy by-products: cheese
whey, casein, bulking agents, emulsifiers for smoothness
and texture, stabilizers for shelf life, gelatin to inhibit
melting, and cellulose for filler. Air is also added as ‘overrun.’ 

Before turning to law and politics, Margaret Thatcher
spent two years as a research chemist working for an
icecream company with the goal of increasing the volume
of air. She succeeded in stabilizing ‘icecream’ with a 50% air
content!

Why do we like it so much? Children like it because it is
sweet and milky. Adults like it because it is a sophisticated
reminder of childhood. Sweet, milky, cold, on-a-stick or in
a parfait glass, it is clever and universally accessible. It is
even a good way to eat milk for those who don’t like the taste
of the real thing. And traditionally at least, icecreams are
white-ish with a ‘clean and safe’ look to them, that is, until
you drop one in your lap at which point it turns
instantaneously into ‘dirt’.

For parties or for family fun, icecream is relatively simple
to make in today’s kitchen, an activity that is rarely
performed. Instead the majority of the world’s consumption
is controlled by a handful of multinationals such as Walls
(the largest) and Nestlé. And for those with a discriminating
palate and slightly deeper pockets, local and specialty
producers try to approximate the traditional centuries old
formula and taste. 0

ICES from previous page

Mandarin Granita
T 5 mandarin oranges, or thereabouts
T 3 cups water
T 1 cup sugar
T 6 tbsp lemon juice

Grate the oranges finely and wash the bits into the water.
Squeeze out the juice and add, along with the sugar and
lemon juice. Mix well to dissolve all the sugar and infuse the
peel. Let it rest for 30 minutes or so. Strain off the peel and
place the bowl in the freezer. If you have an old icecream
maker in the basement, now is the time to find it. Otherwise,
rescue your granita bowl from the freezer every hour and
scrape and mash up the ice crystals. Repeat this exercise eight
times every half hour until you have a perfect slushy texture. 

Pour into chilled glasses and re-freeze for a further 15
minutes. Serve with a glass of Marsala while entertaining in

the hot tub.

Espresso Icecream 
T 2 cups espresso
T 1 cup sugar
T 1 cup whipping cream
T 4 egg yolks

Stir the sugar into the hot coffee until dissolved. In a heavy
saucepan make a custard with the cream and yolks, stirring
constantly until it just begins to thicken. Mix well with the
sweetened coffee. Freeze and stir as above for four hours or
until very smooth. (Do not use a food processor as you will
liquefy the whole thing into a frothy mess.) 

Serve with the last glass of the Champagne at the

conclusion of a perfect celebration dinner.

h Ultimate Ices h



from $12 million.

A Determined Voter
My HST ballot went to my old address, so I called Elections
BC on July 21 to arrange for a new one to be sent to me. They
were very helpful, but it did not arrive. I phoned again on
August 11 to ask where my ballot might be and what would
happen to my vote. A new ballot was sent to me by priority
post and they would accept my vote provided I sent it back
before August 19, which I did.  I almost didn’t bother to call,
but didn’t want to let a ‘computer error’ undermine my right
to vote! My case was also referred to the Acting Chief
Electoral Officer for investigation.

Helping Youth Sports
The 2nd Annual Golf Tournament to raise funds for the
Jordan Wilson Fund Society is September 17 at the Galiano
Golf and Country Club. The Society helps youth acquire the
resources they need to play organized sports. Contact Shar
Wilson at 250-539-5836 to contribute or to take part.   
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scHool district #64 (gulf islands)
district Website: www.sd64.bc.ca/transportation.html

Water taxi scHedule For 2011/2012

BOAt #1 route 1
Morning run

Location Depart Location Arrival

Ganges Harbour 0645 Sturdies Bay 0722

Sturdies Bay 0725 Miners Bay 0735

Miners Bay 0737 Ganges Harbour 0827

aFternoon run

Ganges Harbour 1630 Sturdies Bay 1720

Sturdies Bay 1722 Miners Bay 1728

Miners Bay 1730 Ganges Harbour 1820

sturdies Bay = galiano island                              Miners Bay = Mayne island

BOAt #2 route 2
Morning run

Location Depart Location Arrival

Ganges Harbour 0635 Lyall Harbour 0725

Lyall Harbour 0727 Port Washington 0752

Port Washington 0755 Ganges Harbour 0830

aFternoon run

Ganges Harbour 1630 Port Washington 1710

Port Washington 1712 Lyall Harbour 1732

Lyall Harbour 1733 Ganges Harbour 1835

lyall Harbour = saturna island Port Washington = Pender island

BOAt #3 Proposed route 3
Morning run

Location Depart Location Arrival

Ganges Harbour 0700 Port Washington 0740

Port Washington 0745 Ganges Harbour 0830

aFternoon run

Ganges Harbour 1630 Port Washington 1710

Port Washington 1712 Ganges Harbour 1750

Port Washington = Pender island

Passengers are to be at the dock 5 minutes prior to departure.

islandtides.com

in generating capacity be available, and in
high water years, as much as 14,000GWh
could be surplus.

BChydro’s Response
BChydro’s reaction to these policies has
been to build up its engineering staff, and
negotiate ‘take or pay’ contracts with IPPs
for power from wind and run-of-river
generation sources. (‘Take or pay’ means
that BChydro has to pay for the power
generated by the IPPs, whether it is needed
or not. Much of this electricity is generated
at spring runoff, when it is not needed.) This
has had the immediate effect of cost
increases for electricity, since IPP power
costs substantially more than either power

from BChydro’s heritage facilities or power
purchased on the open market. (The latest
estimate for purchased IPP power is $124
per GWh, although only $64 goes to the
IPPs; the rest is BChydro’s cost of
connecting them. Current market prices for
power range widely, from $4.34 to $52.43
per GWh.) 

These provincial policies were legislated
by the BCLiberal government, and are still
in effect. The report, in an excess of timidity,
does not go so far as to recommend that the
policies be rescinded, but only that BChydro
and the provincial government: ‘Evaluate
alternative definitions and timelines for
government’s self-sufficiency policy that
meet the needs of the province and

ratepayers in a way that is sustainable for
the long term.’

Timidity rules again on IPP electricity
purchases. The panel’s recommendations
call for ‘weighted and defined evaluation
criteria for bids on electricity purchase
agreements are disclosed within
competitive bid documents, to improve
transparency, promote consistency and
enhance vendor relationships’, and that the
financial viability of bidders be evaluated
(30% of accepted bids are never executed).
BChydro takes the lion’s share of project
risks, says the report, and recommends that
BChydro ‘Review the process for risk
allocation to ensure that risks are being
transferred to those IPPs which are best able
to manage risks at the least cost, while
serving the public interest.’ The implication
is that the IPPS don’t take risks, but get paid
for them anyway.

Balancing The Books
These softly worded recommendations are
typical of the report’s weak approach to the
big issues. Finance is another one. The
report notes that 85% of BChydro’s net

profit is supposed to be paid to the
provincial government (currently $589
million) provided that this does not cause
the debt-equity ratio to exceed 80:20. But
for the last three years, this limit has been
reached and the allowable Return on Equity
has been missed (like BCFerries), and the
proceeds to the province have been reduced. 

Clearly, with multi-billion dollar projects
mandated for BChydro under the Clean
Energy Act, something must be done, but
what? The panel recommends: ‘Determine
collaboratively, as the economy improves, a
capital structure to support the desired debt
to equity ratio and dividend payout policy
that balances the needs of the province and
the utility.’ This recommendation has
enough holes in it to drive the Legislature
building through. 

Paying For Regulatory
Accounts 

The panel did comment on the growth of
what BChydro terms ‘regulatory accounts’
which accumulate spending that, if paid for
out of current revenues, would result in a
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scHool district #64 (gulf islands)
district Website: www.sd64.bc.ca

it’s back to school time!
tuesday, september 6, 2011

• gulF islands secondary scHool 250-537-9944
School is open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for registration of new students beginning August
22. Pick up of Student Schedule Packages and collection of Student Activity Fees will take
place on Wednesday, August 31 and Thursday, September 1 from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The
Student Activity Fee is $30 for everyone. Students may also purchase a yearbook at this time
for $45 (total for both is $75).  
OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 6 will be early dismissal (9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.).  
Principal:  Ms. Judy raddysh

• PHOENIX SECONDARY PROGRAM (Program of giss) 250-537-9944
Classes begin September 6. If you are interested in the services that Phoenix could 
offer your high school aged child, please contact one of the GISS counselors, 
Nia Williams or Tony Marshall at 250-537-9944.

• saltsPring island Middle scHool 250-537-1159
School will be open August 29 to September 2, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for registration of new
students. OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 6, will be early dismissal (8:30 a.m. to
10:00 a.m.). Parents warmly welcome on Opening Day – PAC representatives will be hosting a
‘Meet & Greet’.
Principal:  Ms. lisa Halstead

Please contact tHe PrinciPals/vice PrinciPal For tHe FolloWing scHools:

galiano scHool Ms. sue McKenzie 
250-539-2261 Office will be open august 29 and 30 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 

                     august 31 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

                     First day of school, september 6, students will attend from 

                     9:00 to 10:30 a.m.

Mayne scHool  Ms. donna Kirkpatrick 
250-539-2371 Office will be open august 29 to 31  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

                     First day of school, september 6, students will attend from 

                     8:40 to 10:30 a.m.

Pender scHool Mr. lyall ruehlen 
250-629-3711 Office will be open for registrations on august 29 to 31 
                     10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Opening day only, Tuesday, 

                     September 6 will be early dismissal, (8:50 to 10:30 a.m.).

                     All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, 

                     September 6.

saturna scHool  Mr. cameron Fraser, vice Principal
250-539-2472 Office will be open august 29 and september 1 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

                     Opening day only, Tuesday, September 6 will be early dismissal, 

                     (8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.).

For more information on the strongstart Bc Programs at Mayne, Pender, saturna and
galiano schools, contact the Principals or vice Principal as listed above.

BCHYDRO, please turn to next page 

Grab Your Camera
The 2nd Mid-Island Photo Expo invites entries from all
photographers on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands.
‘The competition had so much interest from photographers
outside the area last year that it was decided we had to reach
out to all the Islands this year,’ comments Sean Sherstone,
president of the Ladysmith Camera Club. Initial
submissions must be received by September 23. Details at
www.LadysmithCameraClub.com.

Market in Chemainus
If you haven’t been to the Chemainus Wednesday Market,
now is your chance. The summer produce is wonderful, and
there is baking, bread, and sometimes meat products. Not
to mention the crafts—one vendor comes all the way from
Coombs. It’s only on until September 7!

New Bus Connects 
Ladysmith-Nanaimo-Duncan

The Ladysmith Connector is an eight-passenger accessible
bus/van that will travel between Duncan, Ladysmith and
Nanaimo beginning September 15. The service will be
operated by the Ladysmith Emergency Services;
information will be at www.efas.ca and 250-893-3418. 0

HST Details
At the time of writing, the HST

referendum results were expected to be reported on August
25, with the Chief Electoral Officer’s report to follow in
November. 

More than 1.6 million registered voters returned HST
Referendum Ballot Packages by the deadline on August 5.
In comparison, the mail-based 2002 Treaty Negotiations
Referendum saw 790,182 voting packages returned. As of
July 22, there were 3,063,170 registered voters.

Acting Chief Electoral Officer Craig James extended two
key dates in the referendum to compensate for a disruption
in Canada Post services; the deadline to request a Voting
Package was extended to midnight, July 22 and the close of
voting was extended to August 5. Despite the extension
adding about $500,000 to the cost of the referendum, the
revised estimate as to the overall cost is $8.9 million, down

Round The Islands
Sara Miles
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net loss in the current year. Instead, these costs are recorded
as assets, on the basis that they can be paid for out of future
revenues (after all, BChydro is a monopoly); of course, this
will increase future rates but avoid some increases in
present ones; it also avoids BCUC scrutiny.

In some cases, says the report, there is no plan to pay
them out at all. It recommends that BChydro ‘Work with
the province to perform a more in-depth review of the
growth of regulatory accounts and determine a more
sustainable approach to utilizing them over the long term’.

The report also criticizes provincial water use taxes
charged to BChydro, saying that they are much higher than
other provinces, and also BChydro is charged more than
other electricity generators in BC. Another hidden tax, also
to be tackled ‘collaboratively, as the economy improves’.

Managing Contracts
Procedures, policies, and attitudes around contract and
capital project management are important too, since these
have big implications for costs. Here the report comes face
to face with BChydro’s controlling, risk-averse ‘culture’. This
may be described as a mindset which means BChydro staff
supervise all contracts very closely, in most cases doing all
the detailed design work and resulting in many ‘change
orders’ as the work progresses; and, of course, assuming
responsibility for all the risks. This is all covered by
generous, even excessive, budgeted contingency allowances
and reserves (up to 20% of project costs), and systems that
allow project surpluses to be transferred, thus ensuring that
nothing goes over budget, ever.

While praising BChydro’s high standards, the report
expresses concern that they may amount to a ‘gold-plated’

attitude, since BChydro always expects, through current or
future revenues, to be able to recover its costs.

The report makes numerous recommendations, among
them: BChydro should use performance-based contracts to
allow contractors more choice in how they do the work;
BChydro should accelerate a changeover from manual
contract management procedures to a computer-based
information and tracking system; contingencies and
reserves should be reduced; cost expectations should be set
before detailed estimates are made.

With respect to purchasing, recommendations tend to
parallel the above. Also, BChydro should make better use of
longer term contracts for products and services, and make
use of the provincial government systems Shared Services
BC and BC Bid to ensure better prices on common items.

Budgeting and Costs 
The most important recommendation here attacks the
‘incremental’ mindset in BChydro’s budget. Both BCUC and
BChydro typically review operating cost and revenue figures
by comparing them with previous years, taking into account
the usual explanations for increases: inflation, customer
growth, maintenance costs, economic forecasts, safety
improvements, etc. This approach does not encourage
consideration of alternative ways of doing things or paying
for them, or even considering whether they should be done
at all.

The panel recommends that BChydro ‘improve its
budgeting and forecasting processes by periodically
undertaking a zero-based budgeting exercise to obtain a
better understanding of their incremental costs and
improve overall cost effectiveness.’ Zero-based budgeting
reviews total costs, not just the increase over last year.

Several other recommendations encourage management
to improve controls on all discretionary expenses, including
contracting for professional services. Questions were also
raised as to whether the rates charged for Residential,
Commercial, and Industrial customers were proportional
to the cost of serving them.

Job Cuts
The report recommends that staff be reduced by some 1200
(20%), but provides no detail as to where and how in the
organization this should be done. It only says that the
Ministry of Highways, with a similar capital budget, doesn’t
seem to need as many engineers. This is a facile and
simplistic comparison, and does not appear to consider
what actual work there is to do.

BChydro’s personnel numbers have undergone many
changes in the past eight years, with the splitting off and
recent reintegration of the BC Transmission Company and
the Accenture ‘back office’ contract (which expires soon). It
would have been helpful if the report had provided more
detail of proposed cuts, in view of the potential disruption
which could result.

The report also notes that virtually all company
employees earn ‘performance bonuses’. This is taken as a
possible indication that the standards against which
performance is measured may be too generous.

Management and Directors
The report has little to say about the board and
management who have presided over BChydro’s
deficiencies over the past few years. It recommends only
that they report on how Premier Clark’s anticipated savings
are to be accomplished. She didn’t say how, so presumably
they will be achieved—incrementally. 0
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- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

Excellent references. 
BBB, Licensed, Insured, 

WCB, Visa, M/C.
www.soarecontracting.com

250-474-7325

Standing Seam
metal Roofing
foR WateR

ColleCtion SyStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINgLE

Serving the gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

LANCE VAESEN

MARINE

CYCLING

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience

dock building & repair

pile driving & drilling

aluminum gangways & ramps

wood piers & wood floats

crane barge service & towing

mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS
•INSTALLED •SERVICED

•MAINTAINED

Chris West 

Dive Services

250-888-7199
250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

Dave’s Drilling

& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481

Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

• WAter Wells

• HYdroFrActurIng

to Improve Well YIelds

• drIllIng For geosource

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 

250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Besley
Design & Build
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors

25 years experience
Licensed & Insured

Call Ron for free estimateH
AV

E 
BO

AT
  •

  W
IL

L 
TR

AV
EL

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885  

RETIREMENT
S. Pender Island. Bright, welcoming
1 bed, 1 bath cottage with roomy loft,
woodstove, electric heat,
washer/dryer. Sunny, south facing
deck with ocean view. Quiet and
private. Unfurnished or semi-
furnished. Available Sept. 1 or 15.
Pets considered. $950/mo+util, n/s,
references. 604-880-3840,
cornerstone_ent@telus.net.

S. Pender Island. 1 bedroom plus
loft, 1 bathroom, woodstove &
electric heat, sunny location close to
beaches. Available immediately, long
term. n/s, n/p, references. $850/mo+
utilities. 604-879-9701

Saturna Island. Wilderness at your
doorstep. Two separate houses for
long term: a 2-bedroom and a 3-
bedroom. Gas fireplaces, decks, 5
appliances, 2km to ferry. $800 and
$850/mo, plus utilities, n/s,
references. 250-539-2975 

topping • thinning • 
lot clearing • pruning •

hazardous tree removal 

Ship to Shore
Tree Services
island to island arborist

John Racine

250.668.2186
info@shiptoshore.ca

30 years experience 
insured

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience

…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

Heritage Place

• CRD approved drinking water
• pool filling • dust control 

• street flushing • film industry 

• 3000 gallon tankers

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery

www.H2oonthego.ca

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR SALE
Aluminum gangway 66 feet long
with built-in steps. Suitable for high-
bank beach access. $4,900 obo. 
250-539-3349

Advisory services for
Water Wells

Aquifers
Groundwater

Hy-Geo Consulting

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

information@hy-geo.com

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available

Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Call 250-653-9378 for appt.
www.outerlimitssheetmetal.ca

outerlimitssheetmetal@gmail.com

Your Island ContraCtor for

QualItY HeatIng sYstems!

€ Heat Pumps (Air & Geo)
€ Radiant Floor Systems
€ Heat Recovery Ventilators
€ Sheet Metal & Ductwork
€ Refrigeration & A/C
€ Service & Repair

FOR RENT

Electrically Assisted
Bikes & Trikes. 

Louis Vallee 

250-539-5317
‘Custom Designed

for Island Hills’

Powerful Pedaling
Mobility! 

islandtides.com

LIGHTDANCE HOME DESIGN
250 537 0755

www.lightdancedesign.com

CUSTOM HOMES - RENOVATIONS - CABINS

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Close to 
sidney &  Victoria, 

Ferries &  Airport

Pick-ups arranged

short & long term

unlimited mileage 
on the Islands

seniors’ specials

GsARentAls
Auto

.com

Book with the best!

Mention this ad  for discount
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Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com

NEW DISPLAY CENTRE - LANgLEY! Thinking about building remotely?

We can design and help you build your 
custom ‘Hybrid’ timber frame home. 

Visit Tamlin Homes’ new post & beam
head office for an eye opening tour!

Household hazardous waste defined.
Household hazardous waste is any waste from your home that you consider 
to be dangerous or are unsure of. It includes any leftover household 
products that are marked with the following symbols:

Common examples include pesticides, varnishes, paints, cleaners and 
pool chemicals. Please remember this collection is for household waste 
only, no industrial waste from commercial businesses.

For more information call the CRD Hotline 1.800.663.4425  
Email: hotline@crd.bc.ca or visit www.crd.bc.ca

Bring your hazardous waste to the 
Saturna Island Recreation Centre
104 Harris Road, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Our natural environment is no place  
for household hazardous waste.
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Circle dance! The Salt Spring Literacy Society’s first International Food Festival, on August 14 in Centennial Park, was a huge success. Almost 400 people attended to
experience foods and music from around the world. There were flavours from Italian, French, Japanese, Nicaraguan, Asian, Mediterranean, Russian, French Canadian, Scottish,
Indian and English heritages. The Festival grew out of the Society’s new ESL program that was started last year.

A
comment that we hear regularly
from people visiting our strawbale
house is that not everyone who

wants to have a naturally built house is
capable of doing it themselves. Indeed, it
takes a lot of hard work, research, material
searching, building skills, tools and time to
go through the process. Anyone with a
desire to learn certainly can go for it, but
there are many out there for whom it is
more realistic to hire someone else to build
them a home. But where does one look to
find a straw bale crew? Or a natural plaster
expert to source materials and use their
knowledge of crafting healthy walls? 

On Pender, there’s the Eco-Homes
Network—a group of people who want to
promote natural building and provide
services and information for anyone who
wants to build a healthy home. It is also a
networking tool for builders in the
community to develop a greater awareness
of alternative materials and systems. 

For two years, the group has set up a
demonstration zone at the Pender Fall Fair
and has hosted an eco-homes tour as part of
an effort to educate people about natural
building practices, and to showcase the
many beautiful homes that incorporate
different aspects of the industry. Many
people get a good sense of the simplicity,
creativity and beauty that encompasses
natural house building. 

On August 27, everyone is invited to
squish their toes in cob and plaster mixes at
the Fair, and try their hand at spreading the
mix over a demonstration wall of bales in a
timber frame. 

The Labour Day Eco-Homes Tour is
another opportunity (see ‘What’s On?’ page
5). In each of the last two years 150 people
took the tour. This year the tour focuses on
six houses along Port Washington Road

demonstrating water systems and living
roofs. The homes make a beautiful morning
walk, jog, bike ride or car stop! You can buy
lunch at the Community Hall at noon.

In the afternoon, join the ‘Building
Around Water Symposium.’ In a dry zone,
with increasing habitation and water
shortages, the Gulf Islands need to rethink
efficient usage and collection systems. There
are ways to incorporate water catchment to
maximize water absorption and minimize
evaporation, and provide bird and bee
habitat at the same time. 

At the symposium, Adam Scheuer,
president of Water Tiger Rainwater
Harvesting (see ad page 2), will talk and
answer questions about rainwater collection
systems. Patrick Carey, Architecture Editor
at Green Roofs.com, will address everything
there is to know about living roofs. 

In our marine climate zone, there is
much concern about the use of vapour
barriers. Many alternative wall systems,
such as strawbale, cob, or chip slip, provide
a breathable wall that does not require a
vapour barrier but does now require an
envelope engineer, such as Ben Martin who
will talk about designing and building with
thermal mass wall assemblies, vapour
barriers and codes. 

Local builders will also give a slideshow
demonstrating their projects. To add a
presentation, contact Colin: 250-629-6608. 

The Pender Eco-Homes Network team are:
solar systems consultant Rob Zuk;
architectural designer Ken Rempel (see ad
page 4); traditional timber framer and
carpenter Garrett McLeod; artistic
woodworker and natural builder Colin
Hamilton; natural builder and master of
earthen plastering Tracy Calvert; and
woodworker and man of many skills Jude
Farmer. 0

Eco-homes at the fair and
on tour — wENdi lOPATECki


