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The summer fair season is in full swing—Mayne Island’s well-loved Fall Fair parade on August 17.

CRD to the recycling rescue, for now - Ann Johnston
The Southern Gulf Islands’ recyclers have felt under threat since last April when Multi-Material
BC (MMBC) announced the funding ‘incentives’ that they would offer depots for the recycling of
all packaging and printed paper materials (PPP). These are the ‘blue-box’ items collected in urban
areas.
The Provincial government has mandated that in May 2014 producers of all packaging and
printed materials (except books) take financial responsibility for end-of-life management of their
products in an environmentally responsible manner. MMBC is the agency created for this
purpose; it assumes responsibility for funding and managing all collection of recyclables.
While MMBC is offering adequate funding for curbside recyc ling in urban areas, they are
offering rural depot operators only 10-25% of the cost of collecting the blue-box/ PPP materials
for which they are now responsible. As these products constitute some 80% of the materials
collected at rural depots, their bankruptcy appeared to be imminent.
To the relief of southern islanders, the Capital Regional District Board voted on August 14 to
accept the MMBC offer for the initial contact year. The CRD will maintain all their current
curbside and depot operations during a transitional period until April 2015.
Meanwhile the Southern Gulf Islands Recycling Coalition will be joining with the CRD staff
and with depot recyclers on other islands and in remote communities elsewhere in the Province
to demand that MMBC provide adequate funding for recycling depots in all rural, isolated and
marine communities. 0
Ed’s Note: Meetings are taking place at press time in Comox. More next edition.

Trust Council on Lasqueti
Islands Trust Council will hold its next
quarterly business meeting September 10-12
on Lasqueti Island. The public meeting starts
on Tuesday, September 10 at 1pm and is
expected to finish by 10:30am on Thursday,
September 12.
The 26-member Council makes decisions
about overall policy, staff resources and
financial management for the Islands Trust
and has broad responsibilities to uphold the
Islands Trust mandate.

Trust Council invites members of the public
to participate in a town hall session, a regular
forum to promote dialogue between islanders
and trustees, starting at 1:35pm on
Wednesday, September 11.
The agenda package for the June Trust
Council meeting is available for viewing on the
Islands Trust website and at Gabriola, Salt
Spring and Victoria offices by September 3.

is at these

TRUST COUNCIL, please turn to page 7

Federal government restriction on NEB
hearing challenged - Patrick Brown
On August 13, ForestEthics Advocacy and
Donna Sinclair, represented by ForestEthics
Advocacy chairperson and lawyer Clayton
Ruby, launched a lawsuit in the Federal Court
of Canada against the federal government.
Ruby claims that the Harper government
overstepped its authority when it established
rules that dictate who can speak at National
Energy Board (NEB) hearings and what they
can say. When announced in April, the new
rules received little attention from most of the
media or from most elected representatives
across Canada. (For details see Island Tides,
April 25, 2013, page 1).
The new regulations will apply to the NEB’s
review of Enbridge’s current pipeline
application. (Enbridge proposes to reverse and
increase the flow of oil in its 38-year-old Line
9 through central Canada. Presently it carries
imported crude 693km from Montreal to
Sarnia for refining; the company plans to
‘repurpose’ the line to carry tar sands diluted
bitumen from Sarnia to Montreal.)
The issues to be decided by the NEB Review
Panel have been strictly limited by the
government, and participants in the hearings
are to be limited to individuals and
organizations who will be ‘directly affected’ by
the proposed project, and who have ‘relevant
information or expertise’ with respect to these
limited issues.
Applications to have a voice in the

proceedings (even for letters to the review
panel) were prejudged by the NEB from
answers to a ten-page questionnaire, made
available on April 5, 2013, and to be submitted
by April 19.
Only 175 participants were selected; Natural
Resources Minister Joe Oliver stated, in
justification, that 95% of applicants were
selected. ForestEthics Advocacy was accepted
as an intervenor, but Donna Sinclair was not,
apparently because she lives in North Bay,
which is not on the pipeline route.

ForestEthics Advocacy
Argument
ForestEthics Advocacy will argue that the new
procedures are in clear violation of theCharter
of Rights and Freedoms , Section 2(b)
‘Everyone has the following fundamental
freedoms…freedom of thought, belief, opinion
and expression….’
The government claims that the new
procedures were authorized by legislation
included in last fall’s omnibus Bill C-38.
However, the following clauses from Bill C38 indicate the opposite:
4. (1) The purposes of this Act are:
(e) to ensure that opportunities are
provided for meaningful public participation
during an environmental assessment;
(f) to ensure that an environmental
LINE 9, please turn to page 5

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre
Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre
Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
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Island Connectors Gather Again
Bob McKechnie

Island Connections’ Annual Gathering, convened for the second
year at Galiano’s Montague Harbour over three days in early
August—just as people have since time immemorial. Gulf
Islanders, and an interested Sointula resident, mostly arrived
courtesy of private boatowners who brought participants from
various islands to Montague to join the group camp at the
provincial park.
Sponsored by Island Futures—a Gabriola-based non-profit
society— the event, in its third year, is an opportunity for
islanders to meet, share meals and culture, and discuss themes
of common interest. (In the first year an expedition of
Gabriolans sailed from Island to Island to meet like-minded
groups.)
For this year’s discussion the chosen themes were
transportation and education. On Thursday morning, Judith
Roux and Fay Weller described Gabriola’s new public bus,
GERTIE (Gabriola Environmentally Responsible Trans-Island
Express). They emphasized how it came into being as a result
of a small group of volunteers working outside the system,
strong community involvement, and a supportive regional
district director. Participants described how other islands were
in the process of initiating bus systems and expressed interest
in sharing experiences and lessons learned across islands.
Louise Vallee from Mayne gave an interesting and
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Thinking like an archipelago at Montague Harbour, Galiano IIsland. Sunset watchers from the Gulf islanders got together to
talk, plan and inspired each other.

Louis Vallée talks about electric vehicles
informative presentation on electric vehicles, answered
questions, and demonstrated different electric-assisted bicycles
and a small electric car.
Tom Hennessey demonstrated his catamaran which
features two German 6hp electric motors, photovoltaic panels,
a wind generator, and deep cell batteries capable of getting him
from Galiano to Vancouver on a single
charge.
Ed Andrusiak and Mike Hoebel talked
about the CRD study for a Southern Gulf
Islands trail system (see related article
page?), and it was suggested that
collaborative inter-island strategies to do
with trails through private lands will be
useful. A ‘Shared Pathways’ study produced
on Gabriola that outlines preferred cycle
routes and documents unsafe sections of
roadway is being used by Mayne Islanders
to create a study specific to their needs.
In terms of getting the work done,
recommendations ranged from checking
legislation permitting volunteers to work on
cycle/foot path creation to ‘guerilla
theatre’—for example staging a huge
accident which would draw attention to a
particular problem and creating effective
cross-fertilization for these ideas between

islands.
Victor Anthony spoke about the potential of using the Island
Connections system for inter-island cultural events and put out
an invitation for house concert venues and billets on the various
islands.
In the afternoon Education session, Burtt Fidler advocated
‘rowing with both oars in the water,’ as the theme for a Gumboot
University program. By this he meant both examining how the
existing system isn’t working and employing a democratic
process featuring local consensus–based decision-making and
collaboration with other groups to come up with solutions. He
mentioned guilds and co-ops as good models for initiatives such
as community-based banking, insurance, solar heating,
firewood gathering, etc. The main thing—just do it!
Tristan Shaw emphasized the urgent need for action (with
Arctic ice melting and the h uman population increasing) and
his belief that corporate-driven politicians aren’t able to carry
out the radical transformations required to avert disaster, even
if they want to. His recommendation was a proposal by Freire
called PRAXIS—a dialectical form of inquiry relating theory to
action and practiced in groups of at most 20 people who are
seriously committed to questioning and change.
Fred Epstein discussed setting up alternative training which
can give accreditation when needed; such as engine and
appliance repair—the Gulf Island School of Resiliency and Self
Sufficiency? He pointed out a student can get certification by
accumulating individual courses (of less than 40 hours and
costing less than $1,000) without going to a registered school,
and as well some credit can be obtained by working under a
‘red-sealed’ tradesperson.
At Friday morning’s ‘Where To From Here? wrap-up
session, Fay Weller spoke briefly about her research work,
Creating Transformative Change. In the course of the ensuing
discussion the following points were made: shifts begin with
speaking the truth, which creates a dialogue for social change;
which create spaces that are easy to enter rather than
judgemental; which sow seeds of change and allow the shift to
happen; and that sometimes civil disobedience is needed
(Gandhi). There was agreement about meeting more frequently,
collaborating on similar initiatives, and sharing information and
ideas via the website.
The gathering broke up late Friday morning after what
everyone agreed was a fun, rewarding, and informative
experience, with one message above all prominent in the minds
of most - just do it! 0

DEEP DISCUSSIONS

The Third Prorogation - Elizabeth May

I

n some ways, I wish I could pile on with other politicians in
attacking Stephen Harper’s latest prorogation. It is like a
piñata waiting to be smashed—yummy candies bursting
inside. The problem is that I am really committed to trying to
explain things fairly and not fan flames best doused.
Proroguing the House is normal parliamentary procedure
when used in appropriate moments. That is why the
Conservatives could retort to angry parliamentarians at the time
of the prorogations in 2008 and 2009 that Liberal prime
ministers had also prorogued the House, so what’s the big deal?
So they had. Proroguing is thenormal practice to end one session
of the House and re-start with a Speech from the Throne and a
new agenda. That is how other prime ministers have used it.
Stephen Harper’s earlier use of proroguing offended at a
fundamental level the nature of parliamentary democracy.
Professor emeritus of political science from University of Toronto,
Peter Russell, has argued that the earlier prorogations were
unconstitutional. That is because our Constitution places the
executive as subservient to the Parliament as a whole. In fact, the
Constitution neither mentions the prime minister nor the Prime
Ministers Office. For the prime minister to shut down Parliament
to avoid a vote he knew he would lose is about as serious a display
of contempt for democracy as one can imagine.
Salt Spring Islander and national treasure, Ron Wright, wrote
these words to the Globe and Mail regarding the outrage of the
2008 prorogation:
‘Eight years ago, Canadians watched in disbelief as the US
failed to carry out a recount in the election that installed George
W Bush. We had reason to be proud of the advantages of our
parliamentary system. Now Canada has made an even more
serious constitutional blunder, and it is our turn to hang our heads
in shame.
‘Modern parliamentary democracy rests on a single great
principle: The government must have the consent of the governed.
This consent is delegated by the people to their MPs. The
government must then be able to carry the ‘confidence’ of the
House of Commons. Majority governments rarely lose that
confidence; minority governments often do. When the
government cannot carry the House, it falls.
‘Suspending Parliament to dodge a vote the government fears
it will lose is so deeply undemocratic, it should never have been
mooted by politicians, the media or the Governor General. The
English Civil War was fought on this very issue—after King
Charles I shut down Parliament when he found its restrictions
uncongenial. The King lost his head.
‘We no longer behead people in Canada, but Stephen Harper’s
coup d’état cannot be allowed to stand, not leas t because of the
precedent. Any future government can now slip the leash of
democracy in the same way. This is how constitutions fail.’
(December 8, 2008, Globe and Mail)
At the time of the 2009 decision to prorogue—announced on
New Years’ Eve—searching through the annals of all other
constitutional monarchies, operating under the Westminster
Parliamentary system, I could find only three cases of prorogation
to avoid political difficulties and/or embarrassments. Al l three
were in Canada.
The first was Sir John A Macdonald’s shame, shutting down
the House to avoid the Pacific Scandal. When the House
reconvened, he called an election which he lost. The other two
were both Stephen Harper. I found one case in Sri Lanka where
a prime minister had attempted prorogation in similar
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circumstances, but the Governor General refused.
Now we have four illegitimate uses of prorogation in Canada:
Sir John A (once), Stephen Harper (twice) and former Ontario
Premier Dalton McGuinty (once).
The difference between a legitimate use and an illegitimate use
is whether or not the motivation for shutting down Parliament is
to avoid political difficulty, coupled with whether the agenda of the
government of the day is mid-stream or nearly out of steam.
In this case, Harper’s legislative agenda has been virtually wiped
clean. We sat until midnight (Monday to Thursday) for the last
month of the spring session. Some nights we did not adjourn until
1:30am. Harper and his House leader, Peter Van Loan, were
plowing through any bill that was important to their agenda, and
a lot of minor ones too. Every bill had a limitation of time for
debate, so they were being rubber stamped in ways that made it
hard to keep track all that had been passed.
True, Harper could have prorogued in July. He could have
mentioned plans to prorogue when he announced his Cabinet
shuffle. Mentioning it in the course of his annual ‘let’s open up the
Arctic to industrial expansion’ tour was not the most appropriate.
Nevertheless, I am not grabbing the stick for this piñata. To
howl with protest over this one is to allow a blurring of offences.
Shutting down the House to avoid a confidence vote he knew he
would lose is at a level of abuse so extreme that it must be
remembered for what it was. Just as blurring Senate spending
scandals may allow the prime minister to avoid the mostpressing
questions surrounding the personal cheque for $90,000 from
his chief of staff to Mike Duffy. Some scandals are all smoke and
mirrors. Let’s focus on the ones that are roasting democracy
over an open hearth. 0

John Crawford 1930 - 2013
John Edward Leroy Crawford was born May 21, 1930 in
Guelph, Ontario. John graduated from Ryerson Institute of
Technology in audio technology. Later he obtained a BA
degree from the University of Toronto in Geography and
Anthropology. He married the late Elizabeth Crawford and
they lived initially on Ward’s Island (Toronto) before
relocating to the West Coast in 1965.
John was a successful audio technician and his skill in
this profession was demonstrated by his employment in the
CBC both in Toronto and subsequently as a senior audio
technician in Vancouver. John often described his life’s
journey as ‘the seven year itch’ and this need to transcend
led him to retire from the CBC in 1976 and he began his new
vocation as a beekeeper in the Peace River and thereafter on
Pender Island, where he lived with his beloved dog Sparkie.
John played an active role on Pender Island and
participated in various community initiatives. His interests
involved, sailing, piano teaching, beekeeping, growing his
own food, buddhism and of course making his own wine.
John is survived by his two children, Charlotte Tosoff
(Ted Tosoff) and Kevin Crawford and grandchildren, Chris,
Kara and Matthew Tosoff. His brother Robert Crawford and
Barbara (wife) live in NS and Joasia (niece) and Marek
(nephew) live in Alberta.
Condolences may be offered at www.victoryfuneralcentre.ca.

NAVIGABLE WATERS PROTECTION ACT
(R.S.C. 1985, C. N-22) as amended by Part 7 of the Budget Implementation
Act, 2009, S.C. 2009, c. 2 (Navigable Waters Protection Act)

Kelly Keith Joseph Keen hereby gives notice that an
application has been made to the Minister of Transport,
Infrastructure and Communities approvals pursuant to the
Navigable Waters Protection Act for of the work described
herein and its site and plans.
Pursuant to section 9 of the said Act, Kelly Keith Joseph
Keen has deposited with the Minister of Transport,
Infrastructure and Communities and in the (ofﬁce of the
local land registry, title ofﬁce or other place speciﬁed by the
Minister, District of Cowichan, Government Agent
branches ofﬁces, municipal ofﬁces), Saltspring Island
Government Agent, under deposit number #1000010, a
description of the following work, its site and plans:
proposed expansion of the existing dock system in, on,
over, under, through or across Fulford Harbour, Saltspring
Island at Fulford Harbour, Saltspring Island, BC in front of
Lot 1, Section 15, Range 1 and 2, Salt Spring Island,
Cowichan District Plan 12248, 2878 Fulford-Ganges Road.
Comments regarding the effect of this work on marine
navigation may be directed to: The Manager, Navigable
Waters Protection Program, Transport Canada, Suite 820,
800 Burrard Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2J8. However
comments will be considered only if they are in writing and
are received not later than 30 days after the publication of
the last notice. Although comments conforming to the
above will be considered, no individual response will be
sent.
Signed at Ganges, this 26 day of July, 2013,
Kelly Keith Joseph Keen

If you see a wildfire call *5555 on your cell.
Nearly half of all wildfires are preventable. Please, be responsible in our forests.

To learn more visit BCWildfire.ca
www.islandtides.com

Editorial:
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Clayton Ruby, ForestEthics, and Donna Sinclair are to be
congratulated for having the courage to initiate the only court
challenge to the federal government’s restrictive procedures,
adopted by the National Energy Board, to control the coming
‘public hearings’ on Line 9B (related article, page 1).
They are asking the Federal Court of Canada to strike down
these procedures, and any provisions of the National Energy
Board Act that authorize them.
The Harper government’s restriction of both subject matter
and participants in the National Energy Board’s (NEB) coming
‘public hearings’ on Line 9B is justified as a response to avoid
repetition of the long, drawn-out public hearings (1,544
presenters) on the Northern Gateway pipeline.

However, these new policies could be seen as a deliberate
political attempt to avoid public oversight of the ‘repurposing’
of an old pipeline to eastern Canada.
But, whatever the reason, the move is an attack on the
fundamental rights and freedoms of Canadians. For all
governments, public participation and consultation is as vital to
democracy as political representation and elections.
Should the courts uphold restrictions to public participation
in hearings, there is a clear danger that such a judicial decision
will be taken as a precedent for hearing procedures across all
federal ministries and eventually all governments. The
Canadian public will be shut out and silenced. 0
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Keeping Promises

Getting To The Bottom Of Things

The following letter was sent to Premier Christy Clark and
Minister of Environment Mary Polak.

Dear Editor:
Congratulations to those taking civil action against the BC
government over the imposition of the Smart Meter project.
I also believe that legal action should be taken. But I've come
to believe that this government is acting criminally. I believe
government has a duty of care and that they are betraying the
public trust by acting on an agenda that will bankrupt and
privatize British Columbians’ public power company. And that
the smart meter is the getaway vehicle in this heist.
A government that was tasked with protecting the Public
Interest, has circumvented the public's input and burdened us
with a debt at BC Hydro of approx 75 billion. That’s
$75,000,000,000 dollars.
Much of it appearing to be committed to Liberal corporate
friends, in the form of sweet heart deals, alleging to commit ‘we
the people’ to purchasing the power of our own rivers, at well
above market prices.
This unnecessary debt will bankrupt our public utility. It will
have a huge financial impact on British Columbian families and
everyone and every activity that relies on reasonably priced
public power. I believe this sea change may have come about
through misconduct, cronyism and breach of trust and perhaps
criminal breaches of trust.
This government that was supposed to be protecting the
public interest, has quietly delivered the people of this province
into corporate bondage—and given themselves a healthy raise.
Certainly in a province where the RCMP can diligently
pursue those who ride bicycles without helmets, the members
could find a little time to investigate the possibility of a such a
large scale public fraud as this one appears to be.
After all didn’t they nail that NDPer Glen Clarke to the cross,
over some sundeck repairs?
Tom Pickett, Salt Spring Island

Dear Ms Clark and Ms Polak:
Our citizens’ group, Communities to Protect Our Coast,
raises public awareness of Northern Gateway Pipeline proposal
issues. As you well know, the physical characteristics of this
province make pipeline ruptures both more likely and far harder
to address. With an estimated 225 oil tankers predicted through
the Douglas Channel and along the Northern BC coastline
annually, the dangers to our economy and environment from
this proposed project are evident. Sustainable economic
development and environmental protection go hand in hand.
The unusual nature of diluted bitumen means that a spill will
permanently damage British Columbia’s fisheries, forestry, and
tourism industries. There is no known technique that works to
clean a diluted bitumen spill, especially in marine areas as the
long-lasting toxins hang suspended at every depth of water from
sea bottom to surface and shore.
Precautions cannot change the fact that catastrophic spills
would occur here as they have already done in nearly every
single pipeline to tanker transfer area around the world.
CPOC applauds your government’s rejection of the proposal
as it presently stands. We write you today to ask you to ensure
that the Harper Government understands that a staunch
majority of British Columbians are opposed to the Northern
Gateway Pipeline proposal and, indeed, to any plan that would
increase the number of oil tankers along our coastline. Now is
not the time to compromise our future. British Columbians will
not accept any compromise that does not eliminate the risk of
a spill catastrophic to our sustainable economic sectors.
True wealth is the ability for many generations to live well
off clean land, water, and air. Our First Nations understand this
and we stand fully behind the work they are doing to ensure that
their way of life continues and thrives here in British Columbia.
Please support your First Nations and all the other British
Columbians you represent by taking a firm stance against the
Northern Gateway Pipeline proposal and any increase of oil
tanker traffic on our productive, beautiful coast.
Clean energy policies and projects provide better short and
long term employment and economic benefits for a region and
this has been proven repeatedly. Focusing on fossil fuels is
destructive of a diverse and sustainable economy.
Thank you for all you are doing to safeguard our future.
Please keep your promises to the people of British Columbia.
Sheri Farinha, Parksville, for Communities to Protect Our
Coast, and Save our Shores

Join Our Team
Community Health Workers
Casual Community Health Workers needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, with a particular need on Galiano Island.
Required Qualifications:
t)FBMUI$BSF"JEF3FTJEFOU$BSF"JEF$FSUJöDBUFPS1 year nursing education.
t3FHJTUSBUJPOXJUIUIF#$$BSF"JEF3FHJTUSZXXXDBDIXSCDDB
t$SJNJOBMSFDPSEDIFDLDPOEVDUFEEVSJOHIJSJOHQSPDFTT
t%SJWFST-JDFOTFBOESFMJBCMFDBSSFRVJSFEBOEDPNQFOTBUFE
8FBSFFTQFDJBMMZJOUFSFTUFEJOFWFOJOHBOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ
4UBSUJOHXBHF 

Texada Coal Port

Dear Editor:
Should the plan to ship coal through Texada materialize, Texada
would be laughed at and loathed by not only its neighbours on
the southcoast and Lower Mainlanders, but by concerned
citizens worldwide.
The proposed coal dump would rival Roberts Bank in size,
which I believe is the largest enabler of coal exporters in North
America.As for jobs; surely sacrificing our island and becoming
a major player in the climate change endgame is not wor th a
couple of dozen jobs!
There are reasons American ports are not interested. Coal
mines devastate. Coal transport is messy, toxic, and wasteful.
Coal storage will result in air, water and soil contamination from
leaching and airborne toxic particles. Burning coal causes global
warming.... Historically, coal was king! But, this is the 21st
century and the globe is under threat.
We should get off the coal train, refuse bitumen exporting
and ban fracking. We must realize that our strength is in our
natural resourcefulness not just our natural resources.
Canadians should become powerful not just power exporters.
LETTERS, please turn to page 10

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

1MFBTFTVCNJUZPVSSFTVNF with your hours of work availability:
'BYUPPS.BJMUP
#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
2VBESB4USFFU 7JDUPSJB #$75&

www.beaconcs.ca

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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TeddyII
Launched After
17 Years On Land
A crowd drew near to the beach at Port
Browning Harbour August 14 to witness the
launch of Michelle & Kevin Marsden’s 42ft
steel schooner. A joyous day for the family,
Teddy II gently slide into the sea reunited with
her proper element after almost 17 years in two
front yards during a complete refit. Built by the
couple in 1984 on Salt Spring Island she
departed in 1988 for bluewater sailing in the
north Pacific, (Mexico, Hawaii) with the
Marsdens and their 4-year-old son Tyler.
Returning to Pender Island in 1991, she was
hauled out.
The years that followed saw two more sons
(Dylan & Christopher) and two homes built.
Finally the boat was ready. Upon completion
of installing the masts and rigging, the family
plans to set off for the South Pacific and New
Zealand.
Michelle Marsden is a familiar face at
Pender’s Recycling Centre and many people
will have read her occasional article in Island
Tides, especially about earthquakes in New
Zealand, where Tyler now lives. Many years
ago, Michelle initiated the BC Shoreline Cleanup program and this year is working master
gardener Tekla Deverell’s garden since she
passed away last year.
Talking about the launch, Michelle says, ‘I
guess there’s a lot of folks who love to see a boat
launch! I was most touched by the reaction of
a number of chance beachgoers. One guy

sitting on a log with his bike said, ‘Does
this happen a lot around here?’ He was
probably about 20. I replied, ‘Well, not
often—you missed the last launch of this boat
many years ago—by the way how old are you?’
He said he was so happy to be a part of the
experience that his age didn’t matter—it was
something anyone at any age or time could
enjoy; which seems true as 92 -year-old Peter
Kearvell came down (he recently returned to
Pender after moving East).
‘Peter was a volunteer with theyouth sailing
club at Port Browning for many years—all my
three boys remember him—and he
volunteered at the recycling depot. A few years
ago Peter took Grade 12 math at Pender School
to ‘sharpen up’—and graduated with honours!’

New Denman Ambulance
Station
On August 17, local paramedics and members
of the local community celebrated a bigger and
better BC Ambulance Service (BCAS) station
that improves pre-hospital patient care on
Denman Island.
‘The new ambulance station will make it
easier for paramedics to upgrade their skills
which will lead to improved patient care for
residents and visitors on Denman Island,’ said
Comox Valley MLA and Minister of Social
Development and Social Innovation Don
McRae.
‘Many of our paramedics spend a lot of time
at the station between calls, so having a
comfortable space to recharge is important to
their well-being and supports the provision of
efficient and effective pre-hospital patient care,’
Unit Chief Joy Lance added.
The station is a 1,404 square foot modular

Photo: Reg Smith

Teddy II returns to her element after a dry spell. The Marsden family plan to take her for some
serious sailing.
structure which serves as the crew quarters
and a 1,122 square foot Quonset hut vehicle
bay, which is one of only two in the province.
Quonset huts are fabricated, temperaturecontrolled buildings that can be easily
assembled on site. Previously, the station was
based out of a smaller, rented facility.
‘The crews and the community are beyond
happy with the station,’ Lance said, ‘The
increased space affords us the opportunity to
concentrate on providing high-quality
emergency medical services for our patients.’
The new crew quarters includes rest areas,
a kitchen, an office, bathrooms, storage space
and a training area. The temperaturecontrolled vehicle bay also has a storage area
and a sink which makes it easier for
paramedics to restock and clean the
ambulance as well as respond to calls more
quickly in the colder months.

Denman Island, 22 kilometres southeast of
Courtenay, is home to approximately 1,050
permanent residents. The station employs 10
paramedics and works closely with the
Denman Island Volunteer Fire Department
and BC Ferries to provide consistent prehospital patient care throughout the
community. Last year, Denman Island
paramedics responded to 119 calls, 71 of which
required an emergency lights and siren
response.
BC Ambulance Service (BCAS) operates
under the authority of BC Emergency Health
Services (BCEHS) to provide residents and
healthcare professionals with access to prehospital emergency and patient transfer
services. BCEHS also oversees the Patient
Transfer Network and Trauma Services BC.
BCAS is currently recruiting paramedics in
RTI, please turn to page 6

LINE 9 from page 1

assessment is completed in a timely manner;
19. (1) The environmental assessment of a designated project must take into account the
following factors: (c) comments from the public—or, with respect to a designated project that
requires that a certificate be issued in accordance with an order made under section 54 of the
National Energy Board Act, any interested party—that are received in accordance with thisAct;
43. (1) A review panel must, in accordance with its terms of reference,
(c) hold hearings in a manner that offers any interested party an opportunity to participate in
the environmental assessment.
It is clear that these clauses specifically bar restriction of participants in the public hearings.
The rewrite of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 2012 , consistent with Bill C-38,
also makes no provision for the restriction or selection of public comment in project screening,
evaluation, review of draft reports, or hearings.
There would also appear to be no provisions under the ministerial or cabinet powers in the
legislation which would authorize the restriction of participants in public hearings. 0
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Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability.
Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses
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h my, the dusky evenings are coming on—the days are
diminishing as fast as they were increasing in February!
The moon has been so gorgeous these last nights—it
seems bigger than usual with ragtag clouds floating in front of
the craters.
The tomatoes are deep red and enhancing all sorts of menu
items. We have already had several arguments with the local
raccoons about who is going to harvest the lion’s share of the
Italian prune plums. I’m collecting banana boxes from the storethe apple and pear harvest is going to be a blockbuster this year.
The figs are the hit of the summer-sugar in a bag! The wasps
are as critical as I am when it comes to ripeness and sugar
content-we go for the same delicious morsels.
We have our grandchildren over for two weeks. Each year
that they come is a gift. The farm and the quieter way of life will
be competing with sports, jobs, social events—the hustle and
bustle of summers. Twelve and nine-years-old are such great
ages, fully competent, full of wonder and appreciation, and full
of laughs! Their observations, rationales, questions, jokes and
riddles put the world in a great perspective.
Often enough, being with them, you get to remember, with
surprise, a little piece of your own childhood suddenly comes
into focus and finally makes sense. Who are these people above
all others who come into your life and grow with you? I came
from an immigrant family. Those vital s pots of grandmother
and other roles were blank, those people far away, back living
in the country of origin. I make up this grandmother stuff up
as I go along, augmenting the foundation of love and
competence that their parents are establishing, loving the
grandchildren for all their peculiarities and sharing my peculiar
self and the land and community in which I am so firmly rooted.
Saturna is rich with social interaction, with surprising
encounters with wildlife and wild shores and for the the kids the
stress and vitality that comes with living with new ways of doing
old things—‘My mom and dad always…’. The high points of
the visit have been: a pedicure water spa treatment gizmo
joyfully found at Recycling’s Free Store, being welcomed to a
big local birthday bash celebration, jumping right into the local
kid scene, and using all sorts of hand tools for work we need
done.
Two of these experiences are Saturna specials. Recycling is
open to all the visitors and ‘For free?’ is a big surprise to many
people. Sharing and welcoming others to island events, personal

and public, is a powerful message which gives worth and value
to human interactions.
This week my grandkids, with 11 others, are attending the
Gulf Islands Ecological Center Camp at Winter Cove. The kids
get to be visiting with Granma and Pa and go to camp! That’s
Saturna for you!

Marine Talk
Our Saturna Marine Research and Education Society (SIMRES)
pulled off another informative and very entertaining
presentation. Dr Ian Perry, senior research Scientist for
Fisheries and Oceans Canada-DFO gave a talk entitled Circle
of Life in the Georgia Strait. About 50 people attended the
lecture and slide show at Saturna Island Vineyard Bistro.
Marine specialists interested in Dr Perry’s work also came
to hear the lecture. Welcomed by SIMRES’ Maureen Welton
were Aileen Jefferies from the Pacific Biodiversity Institute and
her partner and colleague conservation scientist Ian Morrison;
Camosun College biology instructor Annette DeHalt; Claire
deGrasse, Ocean NetworksCanada/UVic; and Director of
Interpretive Delivery from the Vancouver Aquarium Nicole
Cann.
From orcas to viruses, right here, in the sea that surrounds
us, Dr Perry shared new study results in many areas of marine
research and conjectured about the effects of the human
population pressures that are driving changes to the circle of life
in our local waters.
A topic that came up for discussion repeatedly was D FO’s
fisheries management of the non-migrating herring population
around Saturna and Mayne Islands. Dr Perry admitted that
DFO had a poor record of successfully managing small local fish
populations. He suggested we write to DFO to comment on the
herring fishery.
The DFO research was a fascinating addition to what we
have previously learned from other speakers in this series and
other sources. How the information is used in our local Circle
of Life to make decisions regarding the survival and
management of local species is the question.
To answer this very question of what role politics and
economic plays in the application and development of scientific
research, SIMRES next presentation is a September 6 screening
of Salmon Confidential. Filmed by Twyla Roscovich, the film
details the research that Alexandra Morton and others has done
to make DFO and the provincial and federal government aware

of the European fish vi ruses that are associated with farmed
salmon and are threatening the existence of our wild West Coast
salmon fish stocks that are our natural and cultural heritage.
Apparently science that is interesting and does not collide with
economic interests is good bu t research results that do show
biological failure and risk are to be obstructed and those
scientists who come up with the results are to be threatened and
their findings denigrated.
Knowledge is power and I applaud our local Marine
Research and Education Society for jumping right in and
bringing all responsible points of view within the grasp of the
Saturna community.

Political Evenings Coming
MLA Gary Holman (September 4) and MP Elizabeth May
(September 9) are coming to Saturna for townhall-style
meetings. (See advertisement page 7 and ‘What’s On?’ page 11.)0

RTI from page 5

many rural communities throughout the province. Please visit
www.bcas.ca for more information about their employment
opportunities.

Choppers For Charity
Pender Island’s Greenangels Woodchoppers raised $5,400
towards the ‘complete-the-point’ fund. Pender Islands
Conservancy Association is leading a drive to raise funds to
secure the purchase of property, looking south into the San Juan
Islands, which unfragments an ecosystem and creates a
waterfront ramble around South Pender’s southern tip.
Greenangels Woodchoppers have won accolades and kudos
on Pender and beyond for bucking and splitting donated fallen
trees and selling the firewood to support local charities.
The group promised the proceeds of the next 10 cords to the
Brooks Point acquisition. However 13 cords were ordered at the
Bocce for Brooks Point tournament in the trees on July 14. So
these inspired and energetic choppers, who have generated
over $60,000 for charities, were swinging hard. Most recently
the Greenangel Woodchoppers have been harvesting firewood
from trees cut by BC Hydro to protect powerlines.

Brooks Point Park Completion
In 2011-12 PICA raised $152,000 toward the $545,000
community and conservation partner funding requirement to
complete Brooks Point Regional Park. A section of waterfront

INITIATIVE PETITION
An initiative to amend the Police Act

KNOW THE RULES
If you plan to participate in the initiative campaign,
it’s important that you know the rules.
■
■
■
■

The Recall and Initiative Act allows registered voters to propose new laws or changes
to existing laws.
On Monday, September 9, 2013, petition sheets for the initiative to amend the Police Act will
be issued to the proponent, Dana Larsen.
The proponent has 90 days to collect signatures from at least 10% of the registered voters
in each of the province’s 85 electoral districts. The petition must be returned to the
Chief Electoral Officer by Monday, December 9, 2013.
To sign the initiative petition, a person must be a registered voter on September 9, 2013
and may sign the petition only for the electoral district in which they are currently registered.

■

A person may sign the initiative petition only once.

■

Only registered canvassers may collect signatures.

■

Initiative advertising may be conducted only by the proponent or a registered advertising sponsor.

connecting Brooks Point with Gowlland Point had come on the
market in 2010. CRD Director David Howe was instrumental
in persuading the CRD Board to accept PICA’s proposal to
reduce the remaining conservation partner funding
requirement from $392,000 to $150,000 and to remove the
subdivision option on the acquisition.
With strong support from Conservation Partners including
Poets Cove Resort on South Pender, PICA provided the CRD
with the first $25,000 installment on June 27 this year.
With the $4,590 from the July bocce tournament, $5,400
from the Greenangels Woodchoppers, and $4,750 from the
Chocolate Lily Golf Tournament held at Prospect Lake golf

Elections BC is a non-partisan Office of the Legislature responsible for the administration of
the Election Act, Recall and Initiative Act, and conduct of referenda under the Referendum Act.

elections.bc.ca / 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 1 - 8 6 8 3

course, $105,000 is now needed by the completion deadline of
December 2014.
To see this beautiful area, view David Ohnona’s new video:at
brookspoint.penderconservancy.org.
RTI, please turn to page 8
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September GardenCalendar
Brian Crumblehulme

ntil recently, eating well was a semiotic for the good life,
and that meant you had to look well-fed. In early
modern times, the highly successful portrait painter
Peter Paul Rubens used to add in a little plumpness to his
patrons to make them look healthy and wealthy, if not always
wise. People today, if they are wise ca n eat very well, not j ust
because we live in a region and time of abundance, but because
we know what is good to eat and what is good for us to live well.
Food is so primordial, yet it is hard to imagine any subject
so encumbered with so many conflicting paradoxes. Food is the
world incorporated, we literally put it in our mouth and swallow
it as we were taught as children (or perhaps some of it). So why
do we eat what we eat, and more challenging still, why do we
not eat what we do not eat?
Back to basics: the three primary food groups, proteins, fat
& carbohydrates have very little natural flavour. Raw meat and
fish are unbelievably bland with precious little texture or
fragrance beyond a touch of saltiness in the blood perhaps.
Roots and grains are the same, some grittiness if you don't
bother to wash them and lot of work to mash them down into
something digestible but otherwise dining is a non-experience.
Then along came fire. Cooked food, even a kebab on a stick
or a roasted root is a taste of Nirvana compared to life without
hot cinders. Even the burnt bits inspire a salivating appetite far
beyond the weary contemplation of an evening spent munching
on raw ingredients: a handful of grain, a cup of pond water and
thou. Hmm?
No wonder nearly every religion known to woman
demanded a cooked sacrifice. Perhaps the deity was hungry. But
here’s the rub, excepting a few dry seeds or the recently dead,
plants and animals resist being eaten. I have yet to meet a
Shmoo. The majority of animals will run away and plants have
developed a war chest of defense systems from prickles & spines
to a battery of discouraging flavours. But those recently dead
animals and the vast majority of leaves, berries, shoots & roots
can be turned into a very flavoursome meal. With a pot, a little
water and a fire those dull yet nutritious grains quickly make a
porridge. Throw in a few leaves and shoots, and maybe a rabbit
or two and you have covered all be food bases and some.
Hungry Esau sold his inheritance for a bowl of pottage. In the
Aramaic it’s described as red pottage: red lentils perhaps? Add
some barley, a little sage, garlic, oregano and a couple of quail
and you have a feast.
But herein lies the challenge: the wilder the animals you
catch and skewer, the better tasting they are. And the more
astringent, bitter or sour are your gathered wild vegetables, so
much more tasty is your dinner, particularly if you cook them
together in one pot. As Huckleberry Finn explained to Tom
Sawyer, the flavours ‘kinda swop’. When you cook food in a pot,
two things happen. The heat breaks down the tough collagen in
the meat and the cellulose and pectin in the vegetables, making
them easier to eat and releasing a host of interesting chemicals.
Then those same chemicals recombine in a mind-boggling
explosion of creativity as they make a whole new progeny of
aromatic and flavoursome compounds. Cooked food smells
good.
In the raw, most of your favorite fruits and vegetables are
bitter or sour. Chocolate, coffee, tea, potatoes, broccoli, eggplant,
peppers, even lettuce are bitter often to the point of inedible.
Oranges & lemons, mangoes, pineapples, currants and berries
of every sort are sour yet we eat them. Admittedly, many fruits
are also sweet but that just complicates the flavour, the citric,
tartaric and ascorbic acids are still there underneath the sugar.
Until quite recently, most of the cultivated fruit and
vegetables had really strong flavours, akin to the wild varieties
and a glance at older recipes will suggest cooking them for a long
time, 45 minutes to an hour for cabbages. All you'd get is a plate
of bland mush! And that is what our ancestors and small
children wanted. Because those bitter, peppery flavours are
meant to protect the plant from the advances of a herbivore,
many of them are toxic, at least in large quantities, so our natural
conservatism says, if it's nasty to taste, leave it alone. Our
contemporary idea of taste is acquired and it takes courage to
try something new. Coffee, beer, tomatoes, avocados, broccoli
are all bitter, try coaxing a four-year-old to eat them.
So animals, and that means us, are not supposed to eat bitter

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services

Celebrating 11 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

or sour plants. At least that is what the plant wants.
Consequently different animals have developed interesting
strategies to cope with this conundrum.
Witness the cabbage white butterfly. Brassicas such as
cabbage, broccoli, kale & cauli, contain phenol based chemicals
such as glucosinolates and isothiocyantes, which are very bitter
and toxic. The cabbage white butterfly caterpillars have
developed a resistance to this toxin and actually accumulate it
in their bodies, thus making the caterpillars taste very bitter to
preying birds.
Other plants have developed thorns or prickles to deter being
eaten, so now goats and deer have a hard palate that allows
them to crunch down on your roses without injury to
themselves. And so it is with us humans: by mixing bitter and
sour foods with salt or sugar, by cooking, and by developing an
appreciation for these complex flavours, we create cuisines and
a thousand wonderful gustatory experiences.
So here’s the next conundrum: over time cultures have
treated food in many contr adictory ways. Some cultures and
religions have arbitrary prohibitions against certain foods all of
the time or at particular seasons. Or they may insist on
consuming special foods for symbolic or iconic reasons at rituals
and festivals.
Some foods have become staples of everyday diet and other
foods have acquired special meanings associated with festivities,
wellbeing or illnesses. Medicinal plants, culinary herbs and
spices fall into this class. Interestingly, many of these medicinal
and culinary herbs have very strong flavours, so few people
would choose to make a dinner out of say garlic, ginger, oregano
or mint. In essence, we have chosen some of the strongest and
most toxic plants in the world and discovered in them special
meanings and values.
A study done at the University of Nebraska sheds some light.
It compared the effect of 16 different foods on infectious toxic
molds. None of the basic foods had any effect, while ‘cloves,
cinnamon, mustard, garlic, and allspice at a 2% level completely
inhibited the growth of all selected mycotoxigenic molds.’
The American Institute for Cancer Research post that the
anthocyanins in blueberries (responsible for the blue colouring),
the isothiocyantes and indoles in brassicas (bitter flavanoids),
the chorogenic acids, quinic acid, cafestrol & caffeine found in
coffee all have strong anti-oxidant cancer inhibiting actions. The
catechins and flavonoids in green tea are ‘potent antioxidants’
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he art of eating has always been a disciplined
habit. To eat well requires a sense of taste and an
adventurous spirit. In this joyous adventure each
person could travel alone, but the best team is a
gastronome and a cook. —Joseph Wechsberg

and ‘tea is the best source of catechins in the human diet’.
The art of a great cuisine lies in that fine balance between a
dull chow and a poison. Consuming a small amount of these
natural toxins on a regular basis is good for you, it helps to keep
you healthy. Avoiding naturally tasty foods, especially
vegetables, can make you ill, and switching from natural, wild
flavours to synthetic junk foods can simply make you obese.
Choose your poison!

Recipes for living on the edge
From the west:Brassica pie
Roll out a square of puff pastry until it will cover a baking
dish, about 1/8” thick. If the sides are steep, line it with dry beans
or rice, then bake until gently golden, maybe 30 minutes.
Meanwhile create a filling with a little garlic, chopped leek
and a hot chili fried in butter, add chopped parsley, basil, mint,
salt & pepper. Add equal volumes of chicken stock and whipping
cream and a couple of beaten eggs and stir well. Add chopped
rapini or broccoli and pour into the baked shell. At this stage
you can grate a load of cheese over it, or top with the second
square of rolled pastry to make a real pie. Brush lightly with a
bit of reserved egg, sprinkle with Parmesan and bake in a fairly
hot oven until the whole thing is bubbling and golden. This is a
very safe herb-flavoured dish where the leeks and cream
moderate the bitter herb and vegetable flavours. Goes well with
bacon.
From the east: Thai fried eggplant
In a heavy iron skillet, drop a couple of spoons of canola and
add finely chopped chilies (to taste), ½ an onion and some
garlic. Stirring frequently, fry gently for about 10 minutes until
softened. Add a couple of chopped tomatoes, a spoonful of
shrimp paste or a couple of anchovies and cook for another 5
minutes or so. Add 2-3 th in sliced Asian eggplants, mix well,
cover and stew gently for 40-50 minutes until tender. This can
be eaten hot or cold with a dollop of yogurt and generous
topping of chopped cilantro and basil. Serve with rice or over
toast. 0

Gulf Islands Town Hall Meetings
with your MP Elizabeth May

TRUST COUNCIL from page 1
Trust Council Sessions will include:
Advocacy Policy/Program Session – Trustees will receive
an overview of the Islands Trust Advocacy Policy and will
discuss the current advocacy program and priority topics.
Refresher on Administrative Fairness in Application
Processes—Trustees will review guidelines for ensuring that
applications are processed in a fair way.
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy—
Trustees will receive a high level overview about what the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act is and
what it does and give example of situations that trustees may
encounter while serving as elected officials.
Oil Spill and Shipping Advocacy Presentation—Chair
Malcolmson will present an overview of Trust Council’s p ast
advocacy about oil spill, shipping, and tanker issues.
The Islands Trust Area, home to more than 25,000 people,
covers the islands and waters between the British Columbia
mainland and southern Vancouver Island, including Howe
Sound and as far north as Comox. The Islands Trust is
responsible for preserving and protecting the unique
environment of the Islands Trust Area through planning and
regulating landuse, development management, education,
cooperation with other agencies, and land conservation. 0

Saturna Island – Monday, September 9, 7-9pm
Saturna Community Hall, 109 East Point Road

Pender Island – Tuesday, September 10, 6-8pm
Pender Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road

Galiano Island – Wednesday, September 11, 7-9pm
Galiano Lions Hall, 930 Burrill Road

Mayne Island – Thursday, September 12, 6-8pm
Island Community Centre, 493 Felix Jack Road

Salt Spring Island – Friday, September 13, 7-9pm
Gulf Islands Secondary School, 112 Rainbow Road

If you need personal assistance with a federal program,
please call to make an appointment with Elizabeth during the
Local Office Hours on each island: 1-800-667-9188

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands
9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 | 1-800-667-9188 | elizabethmaymp.ca

Conscientious, caring, non-partisan constituency office service
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The Water System Experts
Since 1972
t Fountains & Watergardens
t Well Pumps & Water Systems
t Waste Water Pumps & Controls
t Water Treatment & Filtration

t Rainwater Harvesting
t Swimming Pools & Spas
t Landscape Lighting
tIrrigation

461 Dupplin Road Victoria B.C. 250-383-7145

www.vanislewater.com
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Experience the Gulf Islands by Peter Paré

Out of the Eddy and into the Flow

E

xperience the Gulf Islands (ETGI) is an exciting initiative of the Southern
Gulf Islands Economic Development Commission. The idea, originating
BOOKS &GALLERY
with Galiano’s Ed Andrusiak, is to create a series of hiking/biking trails
Focus On 5 - Photos
and marine facilities linking the Penders, Mayne, Galiano, and Saturna; a
David J. Spalding bestselling
transportation network that is not dependent on motorized vehicles or wholly
South Pender family history:
on BC Ferries. Not only will this benefit the residents but also tourists who want
Put that Damned Old
to experience the unique culture and landscape of the Islands.
Mattock Away
I joined a group of like-minded volunteers who have been working to realize
250-629-6944
the
ETGI dream and had met a number of enterprising people from the other
Driftwood Ctr, Pender Island
Southern Gulf Islands. In late May of this year I decided that it was time to
actually ‘Experience the Gulf Islands’—to get out of the eddy and into the flow.
My partner Lisa and I have been Penderites for 33 years but have scarcely
explored the other Islands. I decided that the best way to see how ETGI would
work was to actually do it. Lisa and I planned a five day islands bike tour and set
up appointments with the ETGI team members on the other islands.
We cycled off to catch the early morning ferry to Saturna on a grey drizzly
day in late May. The pitying look of the young man at the Otter Bay ferry terminal
was all too familiar. ‘Sorry there is no 8:30am sailing to Saturna, just a 9:45pm
sailing,’ he said apologetically. I had misread the ferry schedule again!
Our first appointment was with Larry Peck on Saturna at noon! How were
we to get there? There was no answer at Saturna Water Taxi so our plans seemed
doomed from the start—until Lisa suggested we canoe to Saturna with our bikes
aboard. What a liberating idea!
We paddled out from Welcome Bay Farm
in a light drizzle with a tarp over the bikes and
crossed Plumper Sound to arrive at our cozy
B&B in Breezy Bay in a little more than one
hour—a non-vehicle passenger/bike ferry had
been realized. Soon we were enjoying a
510ft seafront
scrumptious lunch on Saturna’s double-decker
Grace
Grace Point
Point Square 250-538-0025
w/acreage
Salt Spring Island
bus restaurant with Larry Peck.
www.blacksheepbooks.ca
www
w.b
. lacksheepbooks.ca
U.S.$88,500
Larry described the great success of the May
25 Moby Doll Orca Symposium which he’d
• Overlooking Cayes on
helped organize (Island Tides, June 6, page 12)
secluded bay w/ beach
• Access by boat only
and about Saturna’s plans for a Marine
• Mostly low level
Research Centre. Larry, a former charter boat
tropical jungle
owner, is the Economic Development
• Southern Toledo District
Commissioner for Saturna and is working on
3.7 mi. to Punta Gorda
the business case for a passenger ferry service
Call Wendy:
between the Southern Gulf Islands. Like all of
1-226-499 0392 or the ETGI team members he is a volunteer and
his excitement was contagious.
cwmconsulting77@gmail.com
After lunch we hiked Warburton Pike and
the trails to Narvez Bay and Monarch Head.
POETS COVE
PENDER ISLAND
BC
The next day we took the BC Ferry to Mayne
Island for the next stage of our experience. (We
returned two weeks later by kayak to Breezy
Bay to retrieve the canoe).
On Mayne we stayed at the Blue Vista
Resort in Bennett Bay and were in time to
attend a Mayne Island Economic Development
Commission (EDC) meeting chaired by Mayne
Three Course Dinner
Island Trustee and master gardener Brian
$24.95 per person
Crumblehulme. How enlightening to hear the
same issues we face on Pender being
Butternut Squash Soup
discussed—and solutions being achieved.
Mayne Islanders are the new owners of a
Traditional Roasted Chicken
bus
donated by a local resident. At the meeting,
Mashed Potatoes
Ian
Dow offered to pay the bus’ insurance for
Seasonal Vegetables
the summer as a pilot project to test whether a
donation-only system might work. Green
Dessert
Angels Financials (www.greenangels.com/)

FOR SALE
In Belize

MINI-ADS!

BE SEEN &
DON’T BUST
THE BUDGET!
•

•

Aurora

Monday, September 16

Book your reservations early
by calling 250-629-2115!

subsequently agreed to cover fuel
costs for the summer. The bus is
now in operation and is driven by
volunteers.
Next day we had a picnic lunch
with Irene and Nigel Barrett,
members of Mayne Island Trails
Society, and Louis Vallee, Mayne’s
electric bike and car wizard. We
had an opportunity to meet with
Doug and Leslie Peers of Bennett
Bay
kayaking
(bennettbaykayaking.com/) to get
BREEZY BAY
their take on the idea of interisland passenger ferries. In the afternoon we hiked the Mount Parke trail and
circumnavigated the island on our bikes.
On Saturday morning, Louis’ treated us to a tour of his electric bike ‘factory’.
We just had time to look in on Mayne Island Farmers’ Market before catching
the ferry to Galiano Island. Here we met with Paul LeBlon d, president of the
Galiano Trails Society. Paul provided us with maps and a summary of ETGI
activities on Galiano.
We made a quick stop at the Gali ano Saturday Market before star ting the
long bike ride up to the north-east side of Galiano to meet with ETGI volunteer
Bowie Keefer at his loghouse. Bowie greeted us enthusiastically as did his flock
of amorous peacocks.
Within minutes of arrival, with beer in hand, Lisa and I were down at the
beach as Bowie demonstrated one of his inventions-—a hand-pumped
desalination unit. Scarcely breaking a sweat he effortlessly transformed the Salish
Sea into fresh water.
Bowie and his partner Anna gave us the run of their loghouse for our stay on
Galiano. The highlight of the next flawless day was a marvelous hike with ETGI
leader Ed Andrusiak and Bowie along the length of Bodega Ridge. What could
be better than dinner at the La Berengerie Restaurant & Cafe Boheme
(www.laberengerie.ca ) with the Keefers to top off a perfect day.
Our return to Pender was via Salt Spring Island. Ed Andrusiak had
recommended taking Captain Thomas Schnare’s water taxi from Retreat Cove
to Fernwood rather than relying on the much less convenient BC Ferry. Early
Monday morning we met Captain Schnare at Cable Bay Farm—a burgeoning
market-garden. Only 2 acres in size, the south-facing field that makes up the
family farm is filled with 100ft rows of lush vegetables. As we stood in the early
morning sun Captain Schnare told us the story of how he morphed from a BC
Ferry captain to market-gardener.
The key to the Schnares’ market garden is the use of proven Mennonite
‘technology’—two relatively simple pieces of equipment are pulled behind a
tractor. One apparatus (price tag $2,500) is equipped with discs which,
simultaneously, form a 4ft-wide raised bed, bury two irrigation lines and cover
the lot with a layer of biodegradeable plastic. The other machine punches
appropriately spaced holes through the plastic, adds organic fertilizer to the holes
while 2-3 enthusiastic planters sit on top placing seedlings in the newly created
holes. Captain Tom, bursting with enthusiasm and data, described the efficiency
of the method in time, cost, water usage and yield. We were impressed; could
this play a role the food security issue in which many are interested?
We had been told that the cost of the 6-minute water taxi to Fernwood, on
the east side of Salt Spring, would be $50 but at the last minute the appearance
of another passenger resulted in a reduction of the cost to $25. The other
‘passenger’ was an orphaned raccoon pup who was being sent to the Island
Wildlife Natural Care Centre on Salt Spring. We were unsure whether another
raccoon was what was needed on the islands but we were grateful for the faresplitting.
On Saltspring Island we checked out a garden center and the allures of the
metropolis of Ganges before taking the ferry from Long Harbour back to Pender
to complete our whirlwind experience of the Gulf Islands. 0
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Saanich & The Islands MLA Gary Holman tells us that his first
job in the Legislature, in May, was to ask questions during the
ministry by ministry ‘estimates’ portion of the budget
deliberations.
He has been appointed Opposition critic for democratic
reform and deputy critic for environment and BC Ferries.
Commenting on the bonuses just awarded to senior BCF staff
he says, ‘The dollar amount of these bonuses is of course very
small in relation to BC Ferries’ budget. This is a matter of
principle. After a decade in which fares in many areas have been
doubled, and at a time when the Liberal government is
threatening to cut ferry services to coastal communities, these
bonuses are outrageous and an indication of how disconnected
this government is. For the Transportation Minister to stand on
the sidelines making scolding noises for a situation his
government has created, is a sad joke.
‘The BCLiberal government have no intention of
encouraging the construction of new ferries here, meaning that
over $2 billion in spending will go to out-of-province shipyards.
Basically, I am advocating for the inclusion of local content
provisions in the contracts. This means that the tenders would
not necessarily have to be restricted to BC shipyards, but that
all suppliers would have to address, and would get points for (or
not) including local content in their bids.’

MLA Holman reports that the Ministry of Environment
budget is being cut in real dollars from last fiscal year, resulting
in less capacity to deal with resource developments which
provincial and federal governments seem determined to push
through. The integrity of the environmental process is broken,
as evidenced by the shocking approval of the Prosperity Mine
in the Cariboo–Chilcotin, which would have drained Fish Lake
and transformed it into a tailings pond, he adds.
With respect to BC Ferries, the Minister made it clear there
will be further ferry fare increases and possible cuts in service
on the minor routes, despite overwhelming opposition to this
during the recent, very costly public consultation period.MLA
Holman’s Democratic Reform role includes continuing the
discussion of important governance reforms such as control
over government advertising by the Auditor General, as well as
electoral reform. Holman will also be involved as critic with the
Electoral Boundary Commission. Given changes in population
across the province, it will be re-convened this fall to consider
revisions to constituency boundaries and the total number of
constituencies.
MLA Holman has also been appointed to the Legislature’s
Finance Committee which will tour the province consulting with
British Columbians about the 2014-15 budget to be tabled next
spring.
He says that the Legislature may not be convened until next
spring. 0
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ust over two and a half months after it
officially opened, Discovery Passage
Aquarium in Campbell River recently
received its 10,000th visitor. The Aquarium
has been popular right from the start when it
opened its doors on Ocean’s Day at the
beginning of June. This is also great news for
Campbell River which is striving to create more
attractions in the wider downtown area.
‘We are very pleased the aquarium has
created such a buzz and attracted so many
visitors,’ said Mark Wunsch, President of the
aquarium operators, the Discovery Passage
SeaLife Society(DPSS), ‘We have had already
as many visitors as we hoped would come in
the full four-month season. The responses that
we have received have been ultimately positive
and encourage us to keep building community
around the aquarium. And for the remaining
season we still have a few surprises to come!’
Local support has been instrumental in the
set-up of the aquarium, and the charitable
Society recognized those who contributed at a
Sponsor Appreciation night in July. ‘For me,
the most amazing learning experience of this
project was that this community has so many
generous people willing to share their skills and
assets to create a special place,’ says Society
director Sandra Milligan. ‘Businesses and
residents provided all kinds of help to set-up
the building including professional services,
equipment, supplies, cash donations, and
hundreds of volunteer hours. That community
commitment has continued after Opening Day
with volunteers of all ages working with visitors
at the aquarium,’ said Milligan.
Jim Abram, Area Director, who was
instrumental in advocating for a grant from
Strathcona Regional District, believed in the
project right from the start, ‘Initiatives like the

aquarium are important for the whole North
Island region as it offers many benefits to all of
the island’s communities. It really emphasizes
the wealth that we have here in our coastal
waters and makes it accessible for locals and
tourists alike.’
Many of the Directors of the DPSS are from
Quadra, and island enthusiasm has also been
forthcoming from Cortes. Sabina LeaderMense is a well known local marine biologist
and she is excited about potential
collaborations between the aquarium and
Friends of Cortes Island (FOCI), ‘What I see
emerging here is a wonderful regional effort on
the part of the Discovery Islands to participate
in and support the work of the Discovery
Passage SeaLife Society/ Aquarium, and come
the fall I look forward to discussing FOCI’s
marine stewardship program with the Society
with a view to exchanging ideas, resources and
data.’
‘Support for the aquarium has been
incredible, and our visitors have been as varied
as the critters on show’ says Aquarium
Manager, Deb Cowper, ‘There are around 200
local families and individuals who have
purchased season’s passes and visit sometimes
multiple times per week, then we have had folk
come from Port Hardy, Gold River, Fanny Bay,
Hornby, and beyond! We regularly have
visitors from across Canada, the US and
Europe who are glad to be able to have a peek
at our rich underwater world.’
Aquarium employee Kate Dixon describes
some of the highlights of working in the
Aquarium, ‘I just love the excitement of our
visitors: the kids—and adults—are always
enthralled with something here. For me, it is
great to always be finding out new things and
sharing that knowledge with everyone.’

Volunteer Pat Carpenter notes, ‘I still
cannot believe that all this lives right here, just
under the surface, locally. Visitors come in and
say that too, all the time. ’
Highlights for the visitors over the season of
course include the new displays, but exciting
things happen in the tanks on a daily basis.
New animals are continually being added
naturally with tiny fish, sea slugs, urchins, and
seastars coming in with the ocean water.
Special moments have included a moon snail
secreting its distinctive egg collar while visitors
watched; crabs wrestling pipefish; sea urchins

ensnaring herring; and hermit crabs fighting
over new homes. There is always something
happening, and our staff and volunteers are
delighted to share!
And with the aquarium now established,
the Society is looking even deeper into
developing specific educational programming,
and has a speaker series planned for the winter
season.
If you plan to visit the Aquarium, do not
wait too much longer: the aquarium will close
for the season at the end of September, and will
reopen in May next year. 0

BULLETIN BOARD

HOME & PROPERTY
• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

An Island Family Business for
47 Years!

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

Community aquarium a great success!

Besley

Design & Build

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

20+ Years Experience
BBB, Licensed, Insured, WCB,
Visa M/C • Excellent references

www.soarecontracting.com

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Hy-Geo
Consulting
Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Highbank

Waterfront Access

FIREWOOD

NOTICE OF WOOD POLE
TEST AND TREAT

FOR SALE

10 years experience
building stairs & landings
of cedar and stone
•••

shorelineaccess.com

250-629-3672

ksigurgeirson@gmail.com

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting
Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640
“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

MARINE

2-4 Cord Loads
Seasoned Fir
Call Ian for pricing

250-539-5463

To ensure public safety and electrical system reliability, BC Hydro
contractors inspect wood power poles along distribution lines and carry
out treatment if required. Poles that have been in service for at least
14 years (lodgepole pine) and 20 years (western red cedar) are inspected,
tested for strength and treated near ground level with wood preservative
to prevent and/or stop decay. Untreated poles typically have a service life
of only 30 years, while treated poles can last up to 70 years, conserving
demand on our forest resources.
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Between September 3 and November 30, 2013, wood poles will be
inspected and treated along distribution lines on central and southern
Salt Spring Island.
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School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
A regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held
at School Board Office, Rainbow
Road, on Wednesday, Sept 11, 2013
commencing at 1pm. Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings. Public Welcome!

Wood preservatives used are approved and registered for utility wood
poles by Health Canada. Contractors are certiﬁed and licensed by the BC
Ministry of Environment, and work is completed under the direction of
BC Hydro in accordance with BC Hydro’s Pest Management Plan for
Wood Structure Maintenance (ref # 105-0976-09-14).

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

NEXT AD DEADLINE SEPT 4
3962

For more information, please contact Raymond Irving, Field Manager at
1 250 755 4798 or raymond.irving@bchydro.com.

250-474-7325

Metal & Torch-On

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/in+gst

COLOUR: $32/in+gst
DISCOUNTS On prepaid multi-edition series

WORD ADS $17 (25 words), additional words 27¢ ea
NEXT AD DEADLINE SEPT 4
CALL OR EMAIL 250.216.9961 islandtides@islandtides.com
www.islandtides.com

Page 10, ISLAND TIDES, August 29, 2013

Local government election changes
British Columbia is moving ahead with
making changes to the rules regarding local
government elections, Coralee Oakes, BC
Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural
Development, announced today.
Local government elections are held every
three years in British Columbia. The intended
changes are the most significant to local
elections legislation in nearly two decades,
says the Minister, and are a reflection of the
recommendations of the joint Provincial and
Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) Local
Government Elections Task Force.
The Local Government Elections Task
Force received well over 10,000 written
indications of opinion on the topics it
reviewed and on other aspects of local
elections, says the BC government.
Local government election rules apply to
municipalities, regional districts, parks
boards, the Islands Trust and boards of
education.
Local election rules will be modernized in
two phases. First a white paper outlining
government's intentions will be released in
early September and legislation is scheduled
to be introduced in Spring 2014 to
implement task force recommendations,
except expense limits, for the November 15,

2014 local elections. The purpose of a white
paper is to indicate government’s direction
prior to the introduction of legislation. White
papers also can serve as educational tools,
says the BC government.
Next, consultation with key stakeholders
on expense limits will be undertaken starting
in November.
The rules for next year’s November 15
elections will be consolidated in a proposed
new Act for campaign finance in local
elections. Details of these changes will be
included in the white paper to be released
early this fall. Some highlights include:
disclosure and registration by third-party
advertisers; sponsorship information to be
required on all election advertising; all
campaign finance disclosure statements to be
filed 90 days after the election rather than
120 days; and banning of anonymous
contributions.
The proposed legislation also will enable
a key role for Elections BC in compliance and
enforcement of campaign finance rules in
local elections.
The deadline for public comment on the
white paper is October 23. A website link and
email address will be provided when the
white paper is released. 0

BC Ferries’ alternate services to Texada
residents during terminal closures - Chuck Childress
BC Ferries’ temporary service plans for Route 17
(Powell River-Comox) and Route 18 (Texada
Island–Powell River) were presented to the
Texada public at a meeting held on Aug 15 at the
Gillies Bay Hall.
The services changes are between Jan 12 and
March 9 during berth closures for marine
structure replacement at Little River (Comox)
and (Westview) Powell River. Powell River’s
other escape route via Route 7 and Route 3 to
Horseshoe Bay is not affected.
The Little River terminal will be closed
between Jan 12 and Feb 7, and the Island Sky
will provide a twice a day service from Saltery
Bay to Departure Bay (Nanaimo). BC Ferries will
supplement this service by providing two flights
per day (an air ferry?) between Powell River and
Comox with priority given for medical travel.
Reservations for the air service will be required,
and the fare will be as if you were a walking onto
the Comox-Powell River ferry. There are no
plans to provide BC Ferry air service from
Texada.
After the Little River terminal work
is
complete (Feb 8), the Island Sky will sail
between Saltery Bay and Little River three times
per day, with one sailing each way stopping in at
Texada Island (10:05am and 8:50pm). BC

Ferries had originally planned to stop on Texada
Monday through Friday only, but officials at the
meeting agreed to change this to 7 days a week.
Texada residents will have to make reservations
for these sailings. BC Ferries reps said there will
be no charge for the reservations.
The alternate Texada service will be in effect
for the whole closure period and will see the
current ten sailings to Powell River replaced by
three sailings to Saltery Bay. BC Ferries also
intends to provide passenger only water taxi
service from the Texada Boat Club at Van Anda
to the Commercial (South) boat harbour at
Powell River, with school students being given
priority. This raises the possibility that working
commuters, medical travelers etc may be left on
the dock.
As of the Texada meeting, the water taxi
capacity was unknown, although it was hinted
that there might be two smaller vessels rather
than one large one. The water taxi(s) will provide
service from 6am off Texada until 11pm from
Powell River. One of the major concerns on
Texada is making the 8km open water water taxi
crossing in a small boatin the dark during winter
weather. Other than those that have no choice,
most Texadans will probably hunker down, shop
local and ride it out at home and stay healthy.0

LETTERS from page 4
We should husband our resources wisely and make quality
products instead of abusing our home to enable others to
provide us with a sea of inferior products and unstoppable
climate change.
Bruce Thurston, Texada Island

done, it left no room for a public discussion. As such I had the
feeling of a ‘divide and conquer’ campaign. The mantra of the
day ‘jobs, jobs, jobs,’ is the fishhook to create public acceptance.
They advertised 15-20 new fulltime jobs. I am skeptical of this
number as just a month prior their quarry tours conducted on
How Many Opinions Enough?
Sandcastle weekend had indicated there were very few if any
Dear Editor:
jobs available as existing quarry workers would be pulled from
It was with some humour that I read your August 1 article
their normal routines to unload and load the coal boats when
regarding the proposed coal port expansion on Texada Island. they arrive and depart.
You stated that an ‘extensive critique’ was sent to the Ministry
Although I have community concerns regarding coal dust
of Energy and Mines that included the names of four Texada
and water, my main concern is the continued burning of coal
Island residents.
and its impact on the global environment. Shipping coal
I must compliment you on finding four opponents of the coal overseas to be burned will not lessen the negative impact on the
port expansion from the total population of 1,000 residents of health of our planet. No individual TQL employee could address
Texada.
this concern. In an increasingly competitive market, they must
I did an impromptu survey of Texada residents on Facebook fight to maintain the bottom line that every corporation needs
and could only find one opponent, and he no longer lives on
in order to exist. Corporations do not need clean air, clean water,
Texada. So I would suggest before you start fear mongering by or good food. In fact all of these resources basically get in the
quoting four concerned Texada residents that you solicit the the way of a positive bottom line.
opinions of the total population and see how they feel.
Words are cheap, like coal is 100% organic and inert! The
I would recommend that people read the article by Tom
continual eroding of the global environments through the new
A.Watson in the Vancouver Sun regarding the danger or,
technologies that can extract world resources at far greater
should I say, lack of danger regarding coal dust.
depths on both land and sea, is turning out to be very destructive
Rick Johnston, Texada Island and expensive for our planet and the majority of its inhabitants.
Patrick Brown’s Note: I am aware that many Texada
As our technology accelerates these changes in our
residents do not oppose the coal port because they expect it will environments, we are a step behind in both understanding or
provide employment, but on the other hand there are those
being able to mitigate the long term effects. But we know the
who expect that the employment will not be provided to
effects of burning coal.
Texada residents, but to others. I have no firm information on
If we the citizens of the world cannot hold the corporations
either of those opinions, so they were not published.
and our governments accountable for the health and wellbeing
An ‘impromptu survey on Facebook’ is in no way equivalent of the planet because of our fear of the precarious financial
to 'the opinions of the total population.
situations of our own manufacture, we just may afraid ourselves
right off the planet.
Thinking The Big Picture
Or, if we hold the ‘powers that be’ financial, corporate, and
Dear Editor:
governmental
accountable for the environments necessary for
On Monday August 19, I attended a Texada Quarrying Ltd
good health and we just may be able to enjoy this beautiful
(TQL) information session on their proposed amendment to
expand their coal export facilities. Unfortunately I thought this planet for a while longer or at least until the next asteroid hits!
Leslie Goresky, Texada Island
was to be a public meeting. Although their presentation was well
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The following letter was sent to MP Elizabeth May and to
Island Tides. It was in response to a recent riding householder
mailing. Below the letter is MP May’s response.
Dear Elizabeth:
I read your recent letter to constituents regarding the disaster
at Lac-Mégantic and broader topics of pipelines with interest.

Courtenay
Courtenay
(250) 3339-6914
(250)
39-6914

Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

While I agree with much of wha t you wrote, I feel there is an
important factor not mentioned that should be included. This
factor is bureaucracy. The sad fact of Canadian democracy is
that the bureaucratic side of our government is not accountable
in a meaningful way to the public or politicians. It doesn't
matter if we have a Green Party government, NDP or
Conservative as none of these under the present day system
have or would be able to exert sufficient control and
accountability on the complex and pervading bureaucratic
departments that deliver government services and controls.
Thus to say the federal government under Stephen Harper's
watch is a failure (referenced to train regulations) is only
partially true, there is failure but to attribute this to any one
political party is not accurate as the same failure would have
occurred under the rule of any of our National political parties.
I hope that one day this situation changes as it erodes the faith
in democracy for the public to see the many examples of where
the bureaucratic machinery rolls along under its own agenda
while the politicians get the blame. The political fault is not
managing the bureaucracy and holding senior officials
accountable for poor performance.
This issue is closely related to your comment about the
mania against regulation and the call for industry selfregulation. I do not trust big business or any individual
company to adequately self-regulate except when it is in their
own best interest to do so. This is the key and we have one
successful example in Canadian business to refer to, specifically
the Responsible Care movement that began in the 1980's within
the Canadian chemical industry. The resulting codes and
practices have been successful and Responsible Care standards
have now spread internationally into many commercial areas.
The Responsible Care movement started because the
chemical companies recognized their public image was below
that of the tobacco industry. To avoid onerous and costly
regulations they came up with a rigorous self-regulating code
of ethics and practices. It only works for two reasons; first the
performance of a company to the standard is regularly audited
independently and results published. Secondly, it is more
profitable to comply with the codes of practice than not comply.
A funny thing happened along the way of implementation in
the 1980-90's in that as the environmental and safety records
improved within the participating chemical companies, so did
their profitability. Turns out running a more environmentally
and safety minded business is more profitable than the prior
LETTERS, please turn to next page

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

Single-venue (50 words): $33.60, $39.90 w image • Multi-venue (70 words): $44.10, $50.40 w image • Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

Daily until September 15

Saturdays, August 31

Wednesday, September 7

Fri, Sat & Sun, September 13, 14, & 15

ArtCraft—fine arts and crafts at BC’s longest
running show: ceramics, fibre
arts, basketry, painting, jewelry,
wood accessories… decorative
and functional, The best of the
Gulf Islands in downtown
Ganges • Open 7 days a week,
10am–5pm at Mahon Hall, 114
june to
Rainbow Road • Info:
250.537.0899, www.ssartscouncil.com •
SALT SPRING

Live music at Port Browning Marina Pub—the
best music & dancing on Pender! Aug 31: Ball
Gag’n Chain • 4605 Oak Road • No cover, 19+ •
Info: www.portbrowning.com, 250.629.3493 •
PENDER

Salmon Confidential Film Screening—about
BC foundation marine
species which is now in
decline and why, questions
and discussion with
acclaimed cinematographer
Twyla Roscovich, co-sponsored by PI Film Group,
PI Conservancy Association, and PI Trust
Protection Society • Doors, 7pm, screening
7:30pm • Community Hall • Voluntary donation •
Info: SalmonConfidential.ca • PENDER

Penders’ First Nations Reconciliation Initiative
Grand Weekend—FRIDAY: ‘Rights in a History of
Wrongs,’ keynote speaker: Bob Watts - Professor
Queen’s University; former Executive Director of
Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission;
CEO of the Assembly of First Nations; Member of
the Six Nations Reserve, 7pm, Community Hall;
SATURDAY: First Nations Elder History Telling and
Guided Walk, 2pm, Meet at first circular driveway,
Poets Cove; SUNDAY: Multi-Faith Reconciliation
Service, Circle Dialogue and Refreshments,
10am, Anglican Church Hall • PENDER

Every Saturday, until Thanksgiving
Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works &
demonstrations, culinary delights; guest speakers
on current topics, buskers, musicians; bring your
friends and family, enjoy lunch or a snack, you
never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet! •
Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER

Fris & Sats & Holiday Sundays in August
Hummingbird Pub Bands—Fri, Sat, Sun Aug
30, 31 & Sept 1 Baby Harry and Band •
Hummingbird Bus runs to and from Montague
Park and Marina, daily from 5pm • Hummingbird
Pub • Info: 250-539-5472 • GALIANO

islandtides@islandtides.com

August 31 - September 28
Saturna Island Artists Group Show—first interIsland show (on Galiano), supported by Trincomali
Arts Council • Insight Art Gallery, 157 Georgeson
Bay Road • Opening Reception Sat, August 31,
4–7 pm; Sun, Sept 1, 11:30–4:30; Thursdays,
Fridays., & Saturdays., 11:30–4:30pm • Info: 250539-5080, www.insightartgallery.ca • GALIANO

Wednesday & Thursday, September 4 & 5
Town Hall Meetings with Gary Holman, MLA—join
Gary Holman, MLA for Saanich
North and the Islands •
WEDNESDAY: Saturna Island
Community Hall, 7–9pm;
THURSDAY: Galiano Island South
Community Hall, 6–7:30pm •
Everyone Welcome
• Info: contact
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca or
250-387-3655. SATURNA & GALIANO

250-216-9961

LETTERS from previous page
model of ignorance, denial etc. It’s not perfect and we still need
government regulations to round out how we want chemical
companies or any commercial interest to operate within our
society but it certainly has been a big improvement. So where
does the bureaucracy fit with this argument? Just as companies
need to be held accountable and their activities monitored and
audited, so do the activities of the government bureaucracies
whom among other things set regulations and monitor
performance. We cannot blame the government for the whole
tainted meat mess when the bureaucracy that was entrusted to
managing meat inspection clearly failed on numerous fronts.
Our government(s) of any political flavour need to understand
this problem and start fixing it. It is not enough to use the failure
of a bureaucratic agency to attack the resident government
party, the real issue is that Canadians are not getting the services
and protection they need from the bureaucrats. All political
parties will need resolve to ta ckle the problem as it will takes
years and many political periods of majority for one party or the
other to turn this situation around.
Thank you for considering feedback from folks in your
constituency,
Ron Underhill, Pender Island
Dear Ron:
Thank you for your thoughtful response to my article on the Lac
Mégantic disaster.
While I agree with much of what you say, I disagree with the
idea that nothing changes under different political influence in
governments. Conservatives under Stephen Harper have
reduced regulation and vastly increased ministerial and
bureaucratic discretion in regulating dangerous activities.
A political party, like the Green Party, that wants to reduce
needless and duplicative paperwork to small business, will make
sensible regulations. However, we would not create such a
discretionary system that a private rail company like MMA was
so easily able to obtain permission for leaving an unmanned
train, engine on, with 72 train cars of a hazardous substance on
a main line, dangerously near a populated area. It should not
have been possible to get permission for such a scenario. It
would not have been possible under previous governments.
Similarly, under Harper, the National Energy Board has
removed the requirement that any oil and gas company drilling
in the Arctic must prove its capacity to drill a relief well within
the same season in the event of blow out. Instead, the company
must explain to the regulator what they will do instead to deal
with a threat. Making the regulatory process a case by case affair
in which large and powerful corporate actors can get sign off for
increasingly risky ventures is not something a sensible
government would do.
The tainted meat issue is also instructive. Successive
governments have bought into the idea that food production is
primarily for the benefit of large multinationals. That’s why the
Canada Food Inspection Agency has a dual mandate—
protecting the food supply and promoting Canadian food
exports abroad. This is a legislated conflict of interest. It makes
the regulator think twice before blowing the whistle on
suspected contamination, in case it unneccesarily harms the
reputation of our exports. That conflict of interest pre-dates the
Harper administration.

Thursday–Sunday, September 5-8
Salt Spring PRIDE—THURS-SAT: Mama Priscilla’s
Cagey Revue,
refreshemnts,
ArtSpring 7-9:30pm;
FRIDAY: Meet And
Greet At Shipstones,
live music, 5pm;
SATURDAY: 6th Annual
Pride Parade, meet Mahon Hall at noon, 1pm
parade; McPhilips Ave streeter 2-4pm, 19+ Camp
Disco Dance Party, Meaden Hall, 9pm, Tickets
$15 Island Star Video & Door; SUNDAY: Unitarian
Pride Service, 379 Lower Ganges Rd, 10:30am,
Pride Picnic, Site 3 Ruckle Park, 1 pm, Camp Out!
Story Circle Inter-Generational Narrative with
Elders and Youth, Ruckle Park, 2pm • Info:
www.glossi.org • SALT SPRING

We need to keep the roles of the civil service, laws and
regulations and industry needs clear. Industry is pretty clear, it
wants predictability and a level playing field. The civil service
should not be left to be pressured in a political context in which
saying ‘no’ could make them fear for their job.
The rule of law keeps these rules clear. Making them a
slippery slope based on ‘results’ without clear requirements,
especially when there are serious risks of death or
environmental disaster, is just plain wrong.
Elizabeth May, MP Saanich–Gulf Islands

Pipelines Contents
Dear Editor:
Thank you, Elizabeth May, for asking the relevant question
(August 15 edition) that all other politicians, mainstream media,
and regulators have consciously managed to ignore. The real
problem with pipelines is what’s in them. No one who knows
that ever talks about it.
The petroleum industry and the Alberta government have
gone to great lengths to make us believe that shipping dilbit is
the same as shipping natural crude. Ask yourself the following:
is piping peanut butter (which has the same viscosity as
bitumen) mixed with benzene the same as piping (say) canola
oil? The point here is that normal crude oil consists mainly of
mid-sized hydrocarbon molecules, while dilbit contains mainly
the smallest and largest hydrocarbon molecules, and these will
separate when spilled. The smallest molecules (such as
benzene) vaporize quickly and will cause permanent and
irreversible health damage if inhaled. The heavier molecules of
bitumen sink in water and cannot be recovered.
Furthermore, a recent report in Scientific American
magazine shows that dilbit-carrying pipelines rupture 3.6 times
more often than those carrying natural petroleum.
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=tar-sandoil-and-pipeline-spill-risk.
If we are going to use tarsands petroleum, then we must
transport it in the safest manner. That would be to ship it as
bitumen by rail, or to upgrade it to synthetic crude before it goes
into a pipeline. Shipping it as dilbit, either by pipeline or by rail,
is simply too dangerous, period.
The public must demand this, because th e 47 people who
died at Lac Mégantic, and the unknown numbers who died
from the Kalamazoo, Michigan and Mayflower, Arkansas spills
can no longer speak to this issue.
Chris Aikman, Hornby Island

Salt Spring Governance Study
Dear Editor:
I went to the governance forum held at the Community Gospel
church and would like to report on my concerns, and on looking
forward to doing something positive about those concerns.
At one point in the meeting, I found myself so frustrated that
I ended up stating that out loud. I did not go into detail because
I did not think that would have helped the process any,
especially since there was no microphone on the floor, so it was
not easy for people to express themselves to the whole group.
First, to explain why I was so frustrated:
Overall, my problem was that although the format was
supposed to take input from people, I did not feel any input I
had to offer had much chance of being of any use to anyone. At

Saturday, Sept 21 to Monday Sept 30
Pacifc Rim’s 2nd Annual Cultural Heritage
Festival—featuring Nuu -chah-nulth First Nation
culture: spend an
afternoon with a master
carver, purchase First
Nation artwork, learn to
weave cedar bark, tour
local heritage sites, enjoy
film screenings, dance to
live music • Various
venues between Ucluelet and Tofino •
Predominately free events • Info:
www.pacificrimarts.ca • UCLELET, TOFINO,
LONG BEACH

islandtides@islandtides.com

one point we were directed to discuss, at our tables, what we felt
worked well with our current governance system and what we
found did not work well. We all wrote things down on cards
which the consulting firm collected later. But first we were given
time to discuss. There was not enough time for everyone at the
table to make their statements. Nonetheless, each table was
supposed to choose someone to speak for the group. I feel a bit
sorry for the person who spoke for our group. He was able to
express his views, views which probably resonated with two
other people at our table, but two other people then told him he
had not spoken for them and he certainly did not speak for me
either; I had not even had the opportunity to express my views.
Then we were asked to vote on a question very much like or
maybe identical to one of the questions on the online survey. It
might have been: ‘How well do you think the various levels of
government on Salt Spring Island work together?’ That is when
I ended up expressing my frustration. Any answer I might have
given to such a question with their limited choice of answers
would not be saying what I want to say. So I just didn’t vote.
I suppose all this voting and discussing is supposed to
constitute ‘consulting’ with the local population. But to be
honest, it felt like a farce to me. When someone expressed
concern that they were voting without much information, the
reply was, ‘even if you don’t know much, you can still have an
opinion’. I felt like saying, ‘Exactly! This process encourages
people to express quite uninformed opinions.’ I hate to say this,
because it seems to me that the people involved in this process
are well-meaning.
But I know I was not the only one who was frustrated. At
the end of the meeting one woman got up and asked if there
was any useful information gathered from this meeting,
especially since the questions were, by and large, the same ones
as on the survey, but at least with the survey you could vote for
more than one thing but in this instance, we could only choose
one option.
Of course we did all submit these cards with our written
answers to various questions. It will be interesting to see if the
consultant firm are able to make use of all those varied answers.
At the end of the meeting one of the members of the
governance committee was kind enough to come and ask me
about why I felt frustrated. Our discussion reiterated my central
‘beef’ with the whole process: I know that the Province has
directed the committee to look only at the status quo compared
to incorporation. But some people go from that fact to say that
those are our only options. How can they say that, when we
know that our system has been changed before, by adding a
transportation commission, for instance, and we once had the
option of voting to have 2 more local trustees, so that is an
example of another change that could have been made.
Then, as I was leaving the meeting, a friend came up and
said she knows of people who want to look at ways the current
governance structure could be better adapted to our needs. I
think a good number of people want information about that and
I’m hopeful some useful work will be done to find out about
options and present those publicly. I don’t know of any formal
group which is taking that task on, but one may form before
long.
Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island 0
www.islandtides.com
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New Rainbow Warrior coming ‘home’ to BC
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T

he
legendary
Rainbow
Warrior,
Greenpeace’s flagship and symbol of peace
and environmental stewardship, is coming to
BC in early October. Making its first ever trip to
Canada, the vessel will be opened to public tours in
Victoria and North Vancouver.
While Rainbow Warrior has an
international crew and has spent two
years travelling the world, she means
something special to Canadians,’ said
Stephanie Goodwin, BC director for
Greenpeace Canada, ‘It’s fitting that she
is coming to British Columbia, the
birthplace of Greenpeace, to bring
messages of hope and environmental
responsibility.’
Built in 2011, the third version of the
Rainbow Warrior is Greenpeace’s first
purpose-built campaigning vessel with
unique features that makes her one of
the most environmentally-friendly
ships at sea.
The man who coined the term
‘Greenpeace,’ Bill Darnell, is one of the
organization’s founders that are excited
about the ship’s arrival, ‘The
organization began in Vancouver 42
years ago when we sailed our first ship
to stop nuclear testing on Amchitka
Island. It’s great to see a Greenpeace
ship on the coast again as we continue
building a better world.’
‘People think of Rainbow Warrior
as
an action-oriented vessel,
campaigning for solutions to
environmental crimes on the high seas
and precious places like rainforests,’
said Goodwin. ‘We’re proud of our
successes and we invite people to visit
the ship, connect with Greenpeace and
get involved in the environmental issues
we face now.’
Dates to view Rainbow Warrior are:
October 5, 6: public ‘Open Boat’ tours, Ship Point
Pier (Victoria Inner Harbour), 10am–6pm; October
9: welcoming ceremony at North Vancouver’s
Burrard Dry Dock Pier (near Lonsdale Quay),
9am–11am; October 11, 12: public ‘Open Boat’ tours
at Burrard Dry Dock Pier, 10am–6pm.
For people living far from the BC coast, a justannounced contest might make it easier for them to
visit Greenpeace’s flagship. For a chance to volunteer
aboard the Rainbow Warrior while she’s in B.C. go
to greenpeace.ca/arcticchallenge.

The Rainbow Warrior III
Ships and Greenpeace have been linked since the
organization began in Vancouver, BC over forty

years ago. On September 15, 1971, the newly founded
Don’t Make a Wave Committee chartered the vessel
the Phyllis Cormack, which they renamed
Greenpeace, to protest nuclear testing in Alaska. In
a few years, Greenpeace had spread to several
countries while the organization started

A New Beginning
The first Greenpeace ship that was purposebuilt as a campaigning vessel, the new
Rainbow Warrior, sometimes called the
Rainbow Warrior III, was built in Bremen,
Germany and Gdansk, Poland. Completed
on October 14, 2011, the new
Rainbow
Warrior is a modern vessel, created to take
on the challenges of the new millennium.
With cranes that can launch inflatable boats
quickly, modern communications systems
that can transmit pictures directly to the
world from the high seas, a campaign office,
hospital and conference room, the ship is one
of a kind.
She is also one of the most
environmentally-friendly ships at sea.
Rainbow Warrior’s environmental features
include:
• a hull shape and dynamic keel designed for
superior energy efficiency,
• A-frame masts and sails for optimized
sailing,
• an electric drive system,
• Green Ship class notation with a Green
Passport,
Photo: Nigel Marple/Greenpeace • biological treatment of sewage and grey
water,
campaigning on environmental issues like
• wastewater tanks and an on-board reverse
commercial whaling, illegal fishing and toxic waste.
osmosis water purifier to provide clean water,
The new Rainbow Warrior, along with the
• glass recycling and garbage compactor
Esperanza and Arctic Sunrise, sail the oceans from
machines,
the poles to the tropics to bear witness and take
• central filling and venting system for fuel and
direct, non-violent action against environmental
oils to prevent spilling, and
destruction. She is now sailing north from Australia
• a system to use engine heat for hot water.
where she has been raising awareness of plans to
Prior to the building of Rainbow Warrior III,
expand a huge coal port on the Great Barrier Reef.
Greenpeace made a lifecycle assessment of the
For 35 years, the name Rainbow Warrior has
environmental impacts the ship would have, from
been a symbol of Greenpeace’s fight for a better
design phase to scrapyard. At each stage,
world. The original Rainbow Warrior was a trawler
Greenpeace made decisions regarding what
before Greenpeace converted her into a campaigning
materials to use to ensure the minimal environment
vessel in 1978 to help expose environmental crimes
impact. 0
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and promote a greener, peaceful future. On July 10,
1985, French agents bombed and destroyed the
vessel while it was docked in Auckland, New
Zealand, killing photographer Fernando Periera.
In 1989, the Rainbow Warrior IIwas purchased
by Greenpeace using compensation funds from
France. Like its predecessor, she travelled the
world bringing attention to a growing
number of issues, including overfishing,
unsustainable forest practices and dirty
energy. After numerous successes and with
her useful life as a campaigning vessel
coming to an end, she was donated to the aid
organization ‘Friendship’ in 2011, where she
now serves as a hospital ship.

VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 26 − OCTOBER 11, 2013 ·

VIFF.ORG
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Why am I engaged in the First Nations
Reconciliation Initiative? As a civil rights
lawyer I met and represented many
aboriginal men and women whose lives and
those of their forebears had been shattered by harsh and
traumatic ordeals in the residential school system.
However, I also met women and men who rebelled against
that system, who spoke out, even though their voices were rarely
heard by a mainstream press busy ingratiating itself with the
powers-that-be in government and the established churches.
In particular, I remember—with admiration and fondness—
one such client, a young Ojibwa who represented her nation at
a cross-Canada Native gathering. She refused to mute her voice
at a demonstration, and for her pains was rewarded with arrest
for causing a disturbance. In the end, she was acquitted.
I was moved by her to portray a similar young h ero in my
last novel, who dared resist the religious force-feeding, the
language suppression and cultural genocide, and the withering
of family ties that the residential school system fostered.
I proudly dedicated the book ‘to the First Nations people who
survived, defied, and exposed’ that system.
William Deverell has been chair of the Writers’ Union of
Canada, he is the award-winning author of many books,
including the well-loved Arthur Beauchamp series. He lives on
Pender Island. 0

