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Undercarriage up, high flyer in action—a female rufous hummingbird sampling Crocosmia lucifer.

Renewable energy on
Gabriola Island

Woodlots threaten Gambier - Patrick Brown

Two new woodlots proposed by the provincial government are
being opposed by Gambier Islanders. Located on the northern end
of Gambier, they would total approximately 1325ha of Gambier,
which is located in the centre of Howe Sound. (The woodlots are
shown in the centre of the map below.)
Bidding closed in mid-April on the new woodlots, but operators
have not yet been announced.
The Gambier Island Local Trust
Committee has pointed out that the
proposed woodlots are located in a
Wilderness Conservation Zone, and they
include Gambier Lake, a designated
Provincial Recreation Site and the main
land-based recreational destination on the
Island. It is reached by a network of much
loved trails used by residents, visitors, church
camps, and outdoor schools.
The two new woodlots are described as
‘mature growth’ with some old growth; the
area was last logged about 100 years ago.
Further, the planned shoreline log dump is
next to the Douglas Bay community
subdivision and a shoreline campsite.

Natalie Dunsmuir

With the costs of renewable energy still high enough to
discourage many from investing in it, a non-profit
organization, GabEnergy, has decided that it is time to
step up to the plate and help their island become more
sustainable. Their goal is to source, sell and supply solar
panels at the lowest possible cost, so that residents of
Gabriola Island will be encouraged to come together
into a greener future.
The organization is fairly new—it was only six
months ago that the group decided it was time to
increase the renewable energy on their island—but it
has already come far. Along with the beginnings of a
plan to install a ten kilowatt solar array at the Gabriola
Commons, GabEnergy is in the process of becoming a
co-operative. Members will be able to buy shares,
helping to fund a solar farm in their neighbourhood, in
turn benefiting from the renewable energy that it will
produce. Solar arrays feed power back into the gridsystem so that the community as a whole feels the
positive impact.
‘We need to get people off of their addictions to
fossil fuels,’ says Michael Mehta, an environmental
social scientist and co-director of GabEnergy. Mehta’s
own house is powered by solar technology and he is
working to help neighbours and community members
introduce green energy into their lives. ‘Five [systems]
are being installed as we speak,’ he told Island Tides.
Many people are skeptical of the power that solar
energy can generate on our rainy west coast. The
Gabriola area receives around 2,000 hours of sunlight
a year, if a solar array was installed on every fifth or

A Crowded Meeting

A meeting held at St Francis in the Wood in
West Vancouver on the evening of July 25
attracted some 200 people, including many
Gambier Island residents. (However, the timing of the meeting, set
by provincial representatives, made it difficult for Gambier
residents to get home afterwards.) Dwight Yochim, executive
director of the Truck Loggers Association, ‘commends government’
for hosting a meeting to ‘clarify the process and alleviate community
fears’.
The passion of many speakers in support of Gambier reportedly
surprised representatives of the provincial Forestry Branch, who

GABENERGY, please turn to page 10

is at these

may have felt that in advertising in a Sunshine Coast newspaper
they had fulfilled their responsibility to engage with the community.
They clearly had not. Letters from the Islands Trust, which is
responsible for land use planning on Gambier, appear to have been
ignored. Logging is protested by the Wilderness Society, Gambier
Island Conservancy, and The Future of Howe Sound Society. The
Conservancy has threatened legal action, charging
the provincial government with failure to follow its
own guidelines to consult with the community.
Gambier Island already has one woodlot, some
400ha on the southwest part of the Island. The two
additional woodlots would result in some 25% of
Gambier under this form of tenure. This would be
in addition to a number of private forest tenures on
the island.
Gambier Island (area 6893ha) hosts four
summer camps, four yacht club outstations, 300ha
of provincial parks, and many miles of hiking trails.
Its predominant land use is recreational. The July
25 meeting made it clear that Gambier Islanders
do not trust woodlot operators to take community
and recreational use into account, nor do they trust
the regulatory staff from the provincial government
to enforce forestry plans submitted by woodlot
operators.
An informal committee, to be known as the
Gambier Island Crown Lands Management
Advisory Group, has been formed to maintain contact and
community input to the relevant provincial departments. However,
at this point it appears that the government has made no
commitment to slow down the woodlot authorization process.

Re-Industrialization of Howe Sound

Howe Sound is a relatively undeveloped area close to Vancouver,
under threat from an uncontrolled combination of both resource
HOWE SOUND, please turn to page 3
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The Kitimat airshed study
—not so simple

'T

Patrick Brown

his study tells us that with proper management, there
is significant capacity in the Kitimat airshed to safely
accommodate industrial growth while still protecting
human health and the environment,' said BC’s Environment
Minister Mary Polak on July 18 when she announced the release
of a report about the potential impact of future industrial
development on the air in Kitimat.
The report, which had been ordered in October last year,
dealt with two specific air pollutants, Sulphur dioxide (SO2) and
Nitrogen dioxide (NO2). The consultants studied their creation
and distribution in the Kitimat
area, and the effect they
‘What Minister
might have on human
Polak might have said
health, vegetation, soil
was: ‘As long as we can get
acidification,
soil
the aluminum smelter to install
eutrophication, and
sulphur dioxide scrubbers that
aquatic ecosystems
won’t acidify the sea, and all the
(specifically, lakes in
LNG plants are electrically
the area).
powered, we can build LNG
What Minister
plants at Kitimat and the air
Polak might have said
won’t be any harder on
human health than it
was: ‘As long as we can
is now’.’
get the aluminum smelter
to install sulphur dioxide
scrubbers that won’t acidify the sea, and all the LNG plants are
electrically powered, we can build LNG plants at Kitimat and
the air won’t be any harder on human health than it is now.’

The Aluminum Smelter

Photo: Bill Hrick

Hornby Harbour.
Despite opposition by RTA and the Environmental Appeal
Board, the ladies achieved standing to seek a court-ordered
procedural review of the granting of the SO2 permit. They’ll be
in court this October.

The Scenarios

Since the close of the Methanex plant in 2006, and the
For the purposes of the study, the provincial government
shutdown of the Eurocan pulp mill in 2010, the only major
anticipated that Kitimat might accommodate four LNG plants,
industry left in Kitimat is the 50-year-old Rio Tinto Alcan (RTA)
an oil refinery (similar to BC newspaper magnate David Black’s
aluminum smelter. It is, of course, the main source
proposal), and a BC Hydro gas-turbine-powered electrical
of Kitimat’s air pollution. So when the
generation plant. In addition, the study was to include
‘ It is clear from
company announced its $3.5 billion
airshed emissions from associated shipping and other
Kitimat Modernization Project to
the tables in the report
transportation. Its geographical area was to include
increase production by 55%, Kitimat
that the smelter is the
Douglas Channel, from Hartley Bay to Kitimat, and
was encouraged. RTA said that
main source of SO2 in
the Kitimat river valley from Kitimat to Terrace.
emissions of Polycyclic Aromatic Kitimat, and unless scrubbing
Eight scenarios were studied, see ‘Emissions
Hydrocarbons (PAH) would be
or some other form of
Scenario’ BOx, to the right. A review of the chosen
reduced by 98% to 3 tonnes/year;
treatment is adopted, it
scenarios shows that a large number of
particulates would be down 80% to 420
will continue to be.’
combinations of industrial possibilities is possible.
tonnes/year; gaseous fluorides will be
It is clear from the tables in the report that the
down 72% to 168 tonnes per year; and
smelter is the main source of SO2 in Kitimat, and unless
greenhouse gases will be down 36% to 898,800
scrubbing or some other form of treatment is adopted, it will
tonnes/year.
continue to be.
However, SO2 emissions would increase 55% from 27
Interestingly, no quantity less than four LNG plants was
tonnes/day to 42 tonnes/day. The smelter would, in fact, ‘use
considered and nowhere is there any mention of the Northern
up’ the airshed ‘room’ needed to accommodate even one
Gateway pipeline.
turbine-powered LNG plant.
As an afterthought, emissions from a
The provincial permit allowing this increase was issued on
potential BC Hydro gas-turbine-powered
April 23, 2013. After the permit was issued, two local ladies,
generating plant were included in
‘ Interestingly,
Elisabeth Stannus and Emily Toews (supported by the
Scenario H. There are two different
no quantity less than
SkeenaWild Conservation Trust), challenged the provincial
generating plants, with and without
four LNG plants was
environmental decision to allow this SO2 increase. They
Selective Catalytic Reduction NO2
considered and nowhere
suggested that the SO2 emissions in the Kitimat airshed
control, located in two possible
could be considerably reduced by ‘scrubbing’ the
is there any mention of
locations. This results in four
emissions from the smelter.
the Northern Gateway
alternatives added to Scenario H.
Rio Tinto Alcan indicated that not only would this cost
pipeline’
No Room For LNG
an additional $100 million, but that it would have to be
Since
Scenario A—28.2 tonnes/day of
carried out with seawater; the result would be that all the
SO2
and
NO2—appears
to be the level
additional SO2 would end up dissolved in the sea, and this
referred to by the Minister in her statement above, it seems that
would be undesirable.
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Emission Scenarios

The study was carried out on eight selected combinations of
possible industrial developments centred around Kitimat.
The numbers represent the totals of both SO2 and NO2
emissions, in tonnes per day.
Scenario A listed smelter SO2 emissions of 6.5
tonnes/day (termed ‘Full Treatment’).
A. 28.2: Full treatment of smelter SO2 emissions, four
electrically driven LNG plants, no refinery, and shipping from
the smelter and the LNG plants.
Scenarios B through D listed smelter SO2
emissions of 27.5 tonnes/day (termed ‘Partial
Treatment’)
B. 51.8: Partial treatment of smelter SO2 emissions, four
LNG plants driven by gas turbines with NOx treatment, no
refinery, and shipping from the smelter and the LNG plants;
C. 57.5: Partial treatment of smelter SO2 emissions, four
LNG plants driven 60% by grid electricity but no NOx
treatment on the other 40%, no refinery, shipping from the
smelter and LNG plants; and
D. 61.8: Partial treatment of smelter SO2 emissions, four
LNG plants driven by gas turbines with no NOx treatment,
no refinery, shipping from the smelter and LNG plants.
Scenarios E though H listed emissions from the
smelter of 41.8 tonnes/day of SO2 (termed ‘Base
Case’).
E. 66.1: No treatment of smelter SO2 emissions, four
LNG plants driven by gas turbines with NOx treatment, no
refinery, and shipping from the smelter and LNG plants;
F. 72.6: No treatment of smelter SO2 emissions, four
LNG plants driven by gas turbines with NOx treatment,
refinery in full operation, and shipping from the smelter,
LNG plants, and the refinery;
G. 76.2: No treatment of smelter SO2 emissions, four
LNG plants driven by gas turbines with no NOx treatment,
no refinery, and shipping from smelter and LNG plants; and
H. 82.6: No treatment of smelter SO2 emissions, four
LNG plants driven by gas turbines with no NOx treatment,
refinery in full operation, and shipping from smelter, LNG
plants, and refinery.
‘Full Treatment’ of the smelter’s SO2 emissions, bringing total
SO2 levels back to pre-‘modernization’ levels, would be essential
to ‘protecting human health and the environment’. This does
not leave any room for adding any gas-turbine-powered LNG
plants.
To quote Green Party MLA Andrew Weaver: ‘The BC
Government is not painting a complete picture of the serious
ramifications of this study.
They are trying to paint what is actually a dire conclusion in
good light to avoid undermining their LNG dreams. The study
undeniably concludes that if you put four LNG plants into
Kitimat you will have critical impacts on human health.’ 0
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The Human Diet: Healthy?
Ethical? - Reina LeBaron

I

Canada In The World This
Summer - Elizabeth May

M

ost of the news is bad. This week’s
dispatches had only one piece of
good news.
Touching on that good news first, a report
from the German newspaper Süddeutsche
Zeitung claims that the German parliament
will not approve the EU-Canada trade deal.
The Comprehensive Economic Trade
Agreement (CETA) has been a source of
concern in many townhall meetings in
Saanich-Gulf Islands. I oppose it. The Green
Party opposes it. And, at least as far as public
meetings and letters to my office can measure,
most of my constituents oppose it.
In reply to concerns at townhalls, I have
always said I was less worried about the CETA
than about the Trans-Pacific Partnership
Agreement and far less concerned than about
the Canada-China Investor-State Agreement
(FIPA). What all three have in common is that
they contain investor-state agreements. An
investor-state agreement is the sum total of the
China treaty. The others have many provisions
of which the investor-state agreement is a part.
The reason I have been less concerned
about CETA than other treaties is two-fold: the
China treaty is the most dangerous with its 31
year lock-in, and CETA’s ratification process is
challenging. I have never believed it could be
ratified. First, it must be approved by the
European Parliament itself. Then it must be
approved by the parliaments of each of 28
member states in the EU.

HOWE SOUND from page 1

and urban development.
But the area is governed by a hodgepodge
of Regional Districts, local municipalities, and
the provincial government. Over the past 20
years, millions of dollars have been spent on
the rehabilitation of Howe Sound, and its
salmon populations. Recently, schools of
white-sided dolphins and pods of killer whales
have been sighted in the Sound for the first
time in many years, and locals say herring,
salmon and crabs are all back.
The current major industrial proposals for
Howe Sound—the Port Mellon incinerator, the
McNab Creek gravel mine, Gambier’s logging
proposals, the Woodfibre LNG plant and its
associated electrical and pipeline installations,
together with shipping and barging
operations—each have their own individual
environmental review and approval
procedures. But not only is there no provision
for evaluation of their cumulative effects on the
water, air, fish, and wildlife of Howe Sound,
there is no assessment of their impact on the
recreational uses of the sea, the shores, and the
Islands, or on the residential development
along the Sea to Sky Highway, on Bowen
Island, and in Squamish.
In September 2002, 12 local governments
and First Nations signed a ‘Principles of Cooperation’ Agreement that committed them to

The German report is just the first time the
block is becoming clear. Green Party members
in the EU Parliament and the domestic Green
Parties in every EU parliament, oppose CETA,
particularly because of the investor-state
agreement. It would be a first for the EU. It
would create a precedent for the EU-US
agreement. While Greens also oppose CETA’s
benefits to Big Pharma, it is the investor-state
aspect that draws the most solid opposition.
So much for the good news.

Peace-Keeping Needed

It seems much of the world is now classified
‘trouble-spot’. The horrific downing of the
Malaysian airline passenger jet over Ukraine;
the escalation of Nigerian terrorist group Boko
Haram’s activities, including kidnapping
schoolgirls and, this week, the wife of
Cameroon’s vice-president; the new outbreak
of violence in Libya; and the on-going
humanitarian tragedy of Syria, all deserve
massive mobilization of the peace-making
efforts of the world’s most powerful nations.
Canada is no longer in that group as we have
lost our traditional place of respect as a middlepower.
Then there’s the Israeli bombardment of
Gaza—trapped civilians with nowhere to flee.
Yet complexities loom when Hamas provokes
attacks by launching its rockets into Israel.
Canada represented by the Conservative prime
minister, the NDP Official Opposition and the
WORLD ISSUES please turn to page 6

work together to resolve issues facing Howe
Sound. Objectives include the overall
environmental
sustainability
and
consideration of socio-economic impacts when
development proposals are put forward.

No Overall Plan

On September 25, 2013 the local governments
revised the 2002 Howe Sound Community
Forum (HSCF) Principles of Co-operation to
achieve a balance of land and marine planning.
They all have a common interest in the
sustainability of Howe Sound. The HSCF is
now the only inter-jurisdictional forum—but it
has no jurisdiction on permitting resource
extraction applications.
Three regional districts: Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District; Sunshine Coast Regional
District; and Metro Vancouver Regional
District have interests in Howe Sound. Crown
Land in the area falls under provincial control.
Other HSCF members include elected
representatives of: District of Squamish, Resort
Municipality of Whistler, Squamish Nation,
Village of Lions Bay, District of West
Vancouver, Gambier Island Local Trust
Committee, Bowen Island Municipality,
Village of Pemberton, Town of Gibsons.
But so far, no movement has been made in
the direction of constructing an overall vision or
land use plan for the future of Howe Sound. 0

lived almost entirely on meat and seafood.
Where there was fertile land that was easily
cultivated, people have lived almost entirely on
grains and legumes. As Michel Pollan points
out in The Omnivore’s Dilemma, being
omnivorous has been a great evolutionary
advantage for humans, but it does make it
more difficult to choose what to eat because
almost anything could be edible.
At different times and places around the
world, food selection has varied considerably
and the criteria of edibility has been stretched
to its limits. Take the humble olive, a staple
Mediterranean food high in phytonutrients,
anti-oxidants and monounsaturated oils but
likewise so high in phenolic compounds as to
be unbearably bitter when eaten fresh. Only
when olives are soaked in caustic lye or left to
sit in a powerful brine solution for an extended
time do they become palatable.
Gorgonzola blue cheese, to go with the
olives, is made by fermenting milk and then
purposely injecting it with penicillium molds.
Perhaps someone with no other food options
ETHICAL EATING, please turn to page 6
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t’s getting hard to know what to eat. At first
glance, it would seem that the main
considerations in choosing food are
availability and edibility. However, where I live,
there is such a surfeit of food that other factors
are becoming more and more important.
Health is a key issue and so is ethics. With
many different groups offering advice, it can be
difficult to decide what types of food are best
for my body and still congruent with my moral
values.
Availability of food is most difficult for
animals with a limited dietary range. An
anteater cannot switch to eating mice or
bananas, it must have large quantities of small
insects. A koala will starve without eucalyptus
leaves, despite being surrounded by other trees
and bushes. Even the more diversified
carnivores and herbivores are unable, because
of their teeth and digestive systems, to switch
from a plant-based diet to a meat-based one or
vice-versa.*
With the help of fire and cooking, humans
are able to make that switch. Where there was
little plant material in the Arctic, people have
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Paid Papers

Back in the 1980s, the golden days of print advertising, it
became possible to create free newspapers; revenues were so
plentiful that publications could be created that no longer had
to develop a large paid circulation before they were finacially
successful. Advertisers loved it and a boom was on.
In this century places to spend those advertising dollars
diversified with less expensive of radio, television advertising
and the creation of the internet. Since the 2008 financial crash
and the resulting economic slow-down, budgets have tightened,
complicating the situation for media dependent on advertising,
especially print newspapers with their high production costs.
As we have seen, newspapers, free or paid, are stopping their
presses. If they do keep going, the core news function is
becoming less funded and thinner.
In all this muddle, Island Tides is lucky to circulate where it
does. Patrick Brown and I started newspaper with a passion for
the islands and this fed back into a passion for the world.
Advertising funded ‘free’ distribution to connect increasingly
large numbers of islanders: strengthenning our understanding
of each other, ourselves, and the world we live in.
Twenty-five years on, our recent crowd fund has
demonstrated that readers are prepared to support the kind of
news that Island Tides prints. (I doubt this would have
happened anywhere else.) Despite a generation, or two, having
grown up believing all media are free and self-supporting,
readers are prepared to pay for Island Tides. In a somewhat
unconventional manner, our voluntary subscriptions are the
way to do it. Rather like our roadside honour box systems,
people are free to send in their annual payment.
The largest barrier is actually getting around to writing the
cheque or making the phone call. I know this myself, from when
I became a Knowledge Partner with BC’s own inspiring TV
broadcaster Knowledge Network. But once I had recived my
informative program guide in the mail, I could not do without
it and now gladly pay my annual subscription.
Although you will get your Islands Tides in your mailbox
anyway, please consider joining our circle of paying readers.
You can see what a difference readers are making from the
amount of news packed into these pages—do you see so much,
or the quality of news, anywhere else?
We know that, in their busy lives, some people will glance at
the headlines or skim our pages—though we know even this
much informs people and is valuable. We also know that many
of you read us column-inch by colum-inch, cover-to-cover and
absorb the wealth of information we pack in.
Island Tides is gradually becoming the ‘paid paper’ it
deserves to be. Won’t you help us reach that goal?
— Christa Grace-Warrick

BW-4

Readers’ Letters

Kadonaga Trail Created By Mayne
Island Parks & Rec Commission

Dear Editor:
I quite enjoyed Toby Snelgrove’s beautiful photos of the
Kadonaga Bay beach access on Mayne Island in the July 24
issue of Island Tides. This pristine bay was named after the first
Japanese settler on Mayne and is a favorite spot of mine.
However, one important correction must be made. It wasn't
the Mayne Island Conservancy that developed this beach access,
but rather the Mayne Island Parks and Recreation Commission.
The 300m beach access trail was opened to the public eight or
nine years ago, and this year we were able to make it an allweather trail with the addition of a 140ft boardwalk and two
staircases to make the descent to the foreshore a little easier for
people with limited mobility. (Parts of the trail were previously
underwater during the winter). As most waterfront property on
the island is private, an important part of our work is opening
up these beach accesses to the public (in large part made
possible through an agreement reached between the CRD and
the MOT and I in 2006).
The work continues, and in 2014 we were able to open up
two more, Sykes Road and Edith Point Road with another one
pending at Wilkes Road.
Thank you for posting these lovely photos!
Peter Askin, MIPRC, Mayne Island

Thank You To Galiano Emergency
Medical Services

Dear Editor:
We recently had the need of the emergency responders on
Galiano Island. My wife had fallen and broken her arm and was
in a lot of pain. We are on a remote part of the island so were
difficult to locate. Once they found us, a large force of volunteer
fire people showed up and went to work on stabilizing and
comforting Sandie. It felt wonderful to see them and they did
great work. I don’t know all of their names but do remember
Eileen being very helpful and efficient.
Next came the ambulance. Sandy and Chris were also great.
We spent a lot of time together waiting at Montague Harbour
for the boat to Saanich and Sandy was very compassionate with
Sandie who has difficulty speaking. We had time to learn about
how busy she is and we were glad she was able to help so well.
The outcome was good. The next morning an x-ray showed
the broken bone was back in place so the doctor at Saanich
Peninsula put on a cast and we caught the ferry back to Galiano
and back to our lot to enjoy the rest of our vacation with our
family.
There are definitely challenges on Galiano when you need
emergency medical help but the group that looked after us was
certainly up to the task and did a great job. We would like to
thank them very much and although we hope we won’t need
them again, we are glad they are there.
Rod and Sandie Lynde, Galiano Island

Please Slow Down Saturna Bylaws

Dear Editor:
The publishing date for this edition of the Island Tides (August
7) falls one day after a ‘Special Meeting’ will have been held on
Saturna, to propose the passage of bylaws which, considered
together, could set a precedent and have material implications
for the entire Islands Trust Area.
The cumulative scope of the proposed bylaws changes is
large and their complexity is great. Together, they have potential
to undermine a carefully and holistically developed Official
Community Plan (OCP). Accordingly, a proportional level of
public engagement and a proportional amount of time for sober
consideration and optimization is truly warranted. This has not
yet been acknowledged or addressed.
On August 6, those Saturna residents who have been able to
become informed in time and who are also able to attend, midweek and during the summer holiday season, will get to hear
about these bylaws as they enter final reading. The bylaws
propose to enable the development of secondary suites of up to
almost 1,000sq ft, on all residentially-zoned land parcels.
The proposed bylaws also provide for community amenity
density reserve (CADR) amendments and related localized
density increases to occur at the discretion of local trustees,
without consideration of environmental or heritage values
(despite having such safeguards in the current OCP) and
without the benefit of a standard application process that would,
in turn, allow broader community involvement in the
assessment of attributes and impacts. The bylaws also propose
a mechanism to allow the development and operation of
commercially-oriented Short Term Vacation Rentals (STVR)
on all residentially-zoned land.
Perhaps most alarmingly, these same bylaws provide that
the density increases arising from secondary suites and from

CADR amendments, and the land use intensity increases arising
from STVR development shall not be considered in the
definition or calculation of density. The irony of this
contradictory provision (ie: increased density and intensity shall
not be recognized as such) should raise eyebrows on Saturna
and beyond.
Several Saturna residents who have become aware of the
August 6 bylaw amendments have asked their local trustees to
please slow down and please proceed with caution, rather than
haste. A well-informed community and a modicum of
additional time are required, if we are to understand the full
scope of impacts of the proposed bylaw changes upon our OCP
and if we are to effectively mitigate the numerous potential
adverse effects of these bylaws upon the current Island
environment.
The cited reason for pursuing these new bylaws on the
current timeline is to promote needed economic development
on Saturna Island. Many people, this writer included, would
enthusiastically support well-considered initiatives with a clear
link to local economic development (and to improved access to
affordable housing, for local residents of limited means).
Unfortunately, the Saturna Island bylaws currently proposed
for final reading and adoption offer no clear link to these
desirable objectives.
By Island Tides’ publication date, these bylaws may have
passed their final reading. That will leave involvement of the
Island Trust Executive as the last opportunity for sober second
thought and revision. If you are concerned with the significant
regional precedent that Saturna’s suite of bylaws will create,
please let the Islands Trust Executive hear your views.
Morgan Yates, Saturna Island

Surprising Clam Harvest

Dear Editor:
Have you ever been to a restaurant and selected locally
harvested steamed clams as your appetizer of choice? Recently,
whilst sailing in Ladysmith Harbour, I noticed a commercial
shellfish operation, which, taking advantage of the low tides,
was digging and raking for clams. Not only was I surprised that
such an operation was taking place within the harbour, but that
it was taking place right next to a sewage outfall.
Bemused at the apparent legitimacy of this harvesting, I
contacted DFO (Department of Fisheries) and received a reply
that it was indeed a legitimate harvest. The operating company
had a ‘contaminated shellfish lease’.
I was then informed by the DFO that the harvesting of
contaminated clams is contingent upon the clams being taken
directly to a shellfish depuration facility.There they are tested
for levels of fecal coliform before being subjected to the
depuration process. This process uses UV light to kill the
harmful bacteria in the stomach of the clams without killing the
clams. The product is then retested and sold. Canada Food
Inspection Agency endorses the process, so we should have
nothing to worry about!
David Dossor, Pender Island

Political Payback Time!

Dear Editor:
BC Ferries is world renown for servicing beautiful BC’s coastal
communities. For rather obvious geophysical reasons, BC
Ferries hasn’t been known for servicing the Okanagan Valley.
Until now that is!
Many have noted with wonder that BC Ferries Vacations is
promoting their newest ‘Port of Call’, the Okanagan—with
Kelowna, Penticton and Osoyoos as featured destination cities.
BC Ferries Vacations is encouraging Vancouver Islanders,
Gulf Islanders and Sunshine Coasters to take a ferry and drive
through Kamloops to the Okanagan to spend their budgets in
the interior of the province. Vacation packages include two-way
passage on BC Ferries and accommodation at designated hotels.
BC Ferries needs to fill empty deck space caused in large part
because the excessive fare increases demanded by the provincial
government over the last several years has resulted in fewer
vehicle passages while increasing the volume of foot passengers.
Interestingly, all of the destination cities are represented by
Liberal MLAs: Kelowna by Premier Christy Clark and Steve
Thompson, Penticton by Dan Ashton, Osoyoos by Linda
Lawson, and Kamloops, which gets a drive through mention,
by Transportation Minister Todd Stone and Terry Lake.
More interesting is the fact that every one of the hotels
promoted by BC Ferries Vacations are either directly and/or
through their respective owners made substantial financial
contributors to the BC Liberal Party, according to Elections BC
data.
Intended or otherwise, it looks like political payback time
courtesy of BC Ferries Vacations. Frankly, it’s not a good look!
Jef Keighley, BC Ferry Coalition

Readers’ $30 Voluntary Subscriptions Are Making All
The Difference! Have You Sent In Yours? Thank You!

www.islandtides.com
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Kayakers paddle among southern islands’ water-etched sandstone.

Round The Islands
This edition, Round The Islands seems to
be almost all about transportation of many
kinds: feet, bikes, boats, buses, planes. Summer seems to be a
time of getting around. Don’t forget to phone in, or email, your
tidbits of information and we’ll do our best to get them into
print. Also send in your ads for events in our powerful ‘What’s
On?’ feature, which keeps readers in the know and lets islanders
inspire each other with the variety and sheer ingenuity of events
around the Salish Sea that keep our lives vibrant. Not to
mention the ads supports the news in Island Tides—thank you!

Gabriola and Salt Spring Soccer
Teams Meet

Taking The Bus

Natalie Dunsmuir & Christa Grace-Warrick

know if you are ‘tough enough to run the rock’. Dubbed ‘the
toughest road marathon in Canada,’ this fourth annual
marathon, half-marathon, and eight-kilometer event takes
place August 24 and runners are booked from Europe, the USA
and throughout western Canada.
Race co-director Rob McWilliam says that returning runners
tell him that Texada’s hilly 42.2-kilometer course lives up to the
island’s ‘tough as rock’ theme. However, the eight-kilometre
walk or run race, which is more downhill than uphill, once again
shows a softer side to the island.
Ken Barton, also race co-director, says one of the things that
makes Run the Rock such a great experience is the warm
welcome that the athletes get when they take part. ‘Many
residents volunteer every year to support the runners. They
make the event fun with things like costumes, music or funny
signs at water stations, plus there’s great interaction at the finish
line at Shelter Point Park.’ For details, see ‘What’s On?’ page 7.

Gorge-ous Bike Ride & Fun Run

GABRIOLA SOCCER TEAM
Story and Photo by George Holt

In a recent epic match, the Gabriola ‘more senior than others’
soccer team played their Salt Spring Island counterparts. After
a 4-3 win for Salt Spring two years previously, the Gabriola
players were ready for action.
The game was held on Salt Spring Island, with the visiting
team sailing over and being picked up by their opponents and
driven to the field. Once there, play began, with Gabriolan
George Holt acting as linesman (having recently tripped over
his walking stick and being unable to play).
It was a quick beginning to the game with a goal for the
visiting team ten minutes in. The Salt Springers refused to be
defeated and soon came back with their own goals, first leveling
the score and then pulling ahead to 2-1. The halftime whistle
blew and the Gabriolans gathered themselves together with a
quick pep talk from Glen Murphy.
When the game resumed, Gabriola’s ‘secret weapon Dave’
struck, bringing the score back to a tie. With their side tiring and
the end in sight, the visiting team knew that it was now or never.
Dave shot and scored again, bringing them a 3-2 truimph on
the field.
The day was finished off with food and beverages and, for
the visiting team, a magical sail home down the gulf and
through the sunshine. The Gabriola players would like to thank
Salt Spring for their courtesy and time, and for the effort it took
to put on this great event. Perhaps a second match is in order?

Tough Enough For Texada

‘Texada is the largest island in the Salish Sea and also one of the
least developed. It’s full of secluded hideaways and unspoiled
natural beauty, sprinkled with a bit of industry. It’s the perfect
setting for artistic inspiration and our artists have lots of
creativity,’ says islander Sandy McCormick. A 12-venue studio
tour starts on August 9, see ‘What’s On?’ page 7 for details.
There’s more sides to this enterprising island than artistry.
Organizers of the upcoming ‘Run The Rock’ marathon want to

Meanwhile on Quadra, the Forest Trust for the Children of
Quadra Island and Whaletown Commons Society are
organizing a family 5km fun run and an 18km bike ride in
September, says Marc Belanger. Hosted at Gorge Harbour
Marina Resort, participants get a free night’s camping. All
proceeds from the entry fees are donated to Cortes Forest
Initiatives.
For
more
information,
email
marc.belanger61@gmail.com

In its recently published annual report, BC Transit recored a
continuing rise in Salt Spring Island ridership. The total number
of passenger trips recorded in the 2013/14 year was 100,860,
over the previous year’s 93,013 trips. It is the third year that
ridership has grown.
An increase in operating hours last fall helped spur the
growth, with customers in Salt Spring’s Fernwood area nearly
doubling their ridership in the first three months of the new
route structure. BC Transit and the CRD plan to continue to
look for ways to encourage ridership and make efficient use of
operating hours and resources.

Mayne Firehall Gets Approval

On July 21, 2014, the Ministry of Community, Sport and
Cultural Development advised the Mayne Island Improvement
District that the Inspector of Municipalities has approved a
bylaw for the Improvement District to borrow up to $2,400,000
for the construction of the new firehall.
A construction loan has been arranged and principal
contractor, Liberty Contract Management Inc is setting the
construction schedule. Information will be available at:
www.miidonline.com and at: www.mayneislandfire.com.
Mayne Island Improvement District has also received a
report and recommendations for the heating and air
conditioning system for the Health Centre. It expects to have
the new system in place by September. 0

Desolation Sound Cruising Guide

Desolation Sound has joined the San Juan and Gulf Islands on
the list of places for which the website ‘Salish Sea Pilots’ provides
free nautical guides. These information packages and maps are
easy downloads designed to keep sailors safe on the waters of
the Salish Sea. Owners Jim and Lynne have spent years
exploring the ocean on their sailboat Quiver.

Airport Seeks Art

The Comox Valley Airport’s Art and Culture Program exhibition
will feature local art again this upcoming November. The call is
out for submissions. The airport is seeking art that represents
the unique landscapes, environment, people, and activities that
make Vancouver Island the wonderful place that it is. The theme
this year is ‘Wanderlust Vancouver Island’.
The exhibition is organized with Comox Valley Community
Arts Council. Because the Comox Valley Airport (YQQ) is the
first point of entry for many Vancouver Island tourists, it is an
ideal showcase for the region. The contest welcomes art
submissions of all kinds, including paintings, original prints,
photography, mixed media, textiles and sculptures. To learn
more, visit www.comoxvalleyarts.com.
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TALISMAN
BOOKS &GALLERY
Art Show Opening

Sat Aug 16, 2pm • ‘Harvest Light‘
Megan Dulcie Dill & Wendy Hacking

Also ‘Double Vision ‘ till Aug 15

250-629-6944
Driftwood Ctr, Pender Island

ISLAND WATER TAXI

Connecting Sidney &
Southern Gulf Islands
BE SCHEDULE-FREE
BOOK YOUR GROUP TRIP
www.islandwatertaxi.ca

250-656-4826

Join Our Team

Community Health Workers
Casual Community Health Workers
needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.
Required Qualifications:
t)FBMUI$BSF"JEF3FTJEFOU$BSF"JEF
Certificate; or 1 year nursing education.
t3FHJTUSBUJPOXJUI#$$BSF"JEF3FHJTUSZ
XXXDBDIXSCDDB
t$SJNJOBMSFDPSEDIFDLDPOEVDUFEEVSJOH
hiring process.
t%SJWFST-JDFOTFBOESFMJBCMFDBSSFRVJSFE
and compensated.
We are especially interested in evening
BOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ
Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in
lieu of benefits
Please submit your resume, with
your hours of work availability to
hr@beaconcs.ca or:
Fax: 250-361-8720; Mail:
#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
2723 Quadra Street
7JDUPSJB #$75&

www.beaconcs.ca
www.islandtides.com

Summer bounty at the markets. Terrill Welch’s plein air painting at the Mayne Island Farmers' Market.

A Path Of Their Own
Bill Schermbrucker

Although at first sight Mayne Island
writer Lael Whitehead’s A Path Of Their
Own appears to take a combative antischool or ‘un-schooling’ approach to
educating children, its fundamental
concept should be one that our teachers
embrace and build into our schools: the
concept of respecting children and
allowing them ‘to trust their own
instincts and to pursue their individual
passions and curiosities, so that they
grow up to be creative, resilient and inner-directed adults who
stay open and engaged with the world throughout their lives.
It’s a radically transforming concept. It’s not that new,
perhaps an outgrowth from pioneers like A S Neill and
Summerhill school and Bedales in Yorkshire, England in the
1920s, or Dartington Hall in Devon. I think it’s an approach that
could be built into conventional teacher training in BC. Tom
Durrey here on Saturna had similar ideas with the Free School
in the late 1960s.
These days, BC teachers are often feeling overburdened by
the pressure of individual student needs and an unsupportive
government. I can imagine a weary teacher reading this on a
bus or a ferry and thinking, ‘Oh God, spare me from yet another
individual need!’
What’s transformative about Whitehead’s book is that she
discovered how the energy for learning is brimming within the
child. Children are individual powerhouses of curiosity, and the
modern teacher has to find ways to channel that power into selfdiscovery and learning. Whitehead’s three children all went
quite different ways at different speeds, yet she was able to
support each of them in their self-discovery.
Read the book and judge for yourself.

Lael Whitehead, A Path Of Their Own: Helping Children to
Educate Themselves, 2014, Granville Island Publishing Ltd,
ISBN 978-1-926991-39-9 (pbk.), $19.95 (CAN/US). 0

WORLD ISSUES from page 3

Liberal party all parrot support for Israel.
I support Israel and the Green Party defends
Israel’s right to exist. Just as we have Green Party
colleagues in the EU, we have colleagues in the
Green Party of Israel. But that does not require that
we violate our core principles to decry violence. As I
said in my keynote at the recent Green Party
convention in Fredericton:
‘I want to at least touch on what’s happening right
now in Israel and Gaza, and the Palestinian people
and the Israel people and say, from the bottom of my
heart, that Israeli children and Palestinian children
have an equal right to be free of bombardment. And
I condemn Hamas as a terrorist organization for
sending missiles into Israel, but the Israeli retaliation
and the invasion of Gaza violates international law
and humanitarian norms, and any Prime Minister
of Canada worth his or her salt would say that as a

ETHICAL EATING from page 3

tried the original moldy cheese out of
desperation and then developed a taste for it.
Swallow spit, in the form of birds’ nest soup,
seems another marginally edible substance,
but in fact contains some extremely beneficial
minerals. And, of course, there is the famous
sashimi delicacy, fugu, made from puffer fish
with the lethally poisonous tetrodotoxin
removed by a certified chef. The list of strange
and unappetizing dishes is as varied as the
number of cultures in the world: it’s just a
matter of taste.

Healthy Eating

Given the year-round access to a dizzying array
of fresh, frozen and processed foods available
to the average Canadian, I seldom have a
problem finding something I like to eat. The
question of what is healthy, though, has arisen
more and more as I get older. Many foodrelated illnesses are cumulative (like mercury
poisoning) and only show up later in life. I have
researched numerous recommendations for
healthy eating and come to the conclusion that
the only healthy foods everyone agrees on are
leafy greens, blueberries and garlic. There are
also a few agreed upon unhealthy foods: high
fructose corn syrup, white flour and
hydrogenated vegetable oils. So far so good.
At least there is minimal agreement about
what foods to eat. But some of my dearest
friends swear by raw foods while others say the
paleo-diet cured them of all their ills.
There are vegetarians and vegans,
macrobiotic enthusiasts, and wild-food
aficionados. I even saw a book called The
Starch Solution: Eat the Foods You Love,
Regain Your Health, and Lose the Weight for
Good at the library (though I didn’t read it). If

friend and ally of Israeli, ‘you’ve gone too far—you
must move to peace talks’.’ (July 19, 2014)
Scott Taylor, editor of Esprit de Corps magazine,
has a better memory than most. He can connect the
dots. In his July 28 column (‘[HMCS] Toronto’s
deployment ‘empty gesture’.’) Taylor noted that the
unrest in Libya, Syria, Iraq and Mali goes back to a
single mistake—one wildly supported by Harper and
Baird. He writes: ‘Much of the chaos, violence, and
anarchy in those countries, at the hands of al-Qaidalinked extremists, can be directly traced back to the
overthrow of Libyan President Moammar Gadafi in
October 2011 … As Canada celebrated NATO’s
victory over Libya with a parade on Parliament Hill,
the ‘dogs of war’ unleashed by Baird and company
refused to return to their kennel. Libya remains a
failed state awash in violence, and al-Qaida fighters,
with weapons from Libya, have captured vast swaths

Photo: Terrill Welch

I followed Aruveydic teachings, then I should
be eating for my body type, while another book
suggests Eat Right 4 Your Blood Type.
Chinese medicine divides foods into yang
and yin categories and the proper foods to eat
vary depending on whether my ailment is
caused by too much yin or too much yang
energy in my body.
Some foods are touted as miracle cures
while others are demonized. Only a few years
ago eggs were treated like poison because of
their fat and cholesterol levels, but now they are
making a comeback as ‘the gold standard of
protein’. What I’m left with is a commitment
to eating organic non-GMO food, with as little
processing as possible and with as few
unpronounceable additives as possible. I eat
lots of leafy greens, blueberries and garlic
(though not at the same time) and very little
wheat flour, refined sugars or hydrogenated
oils.
I have lots of food available. There are many
foods that I find tasty. I limit the worst
unhealthy foods and eat plenty of healthy
foods. But can I also be ethical about what I
eat? I am inundated on-line with vegan activist
photos of the horrors of industrial farming and
the cuteness of baby farm animals. While I
agree that industrial-scale confined animal
feeding operations are a travesty, and baby
farm animals are just as cute as puppies and
kittens, for me it does not necessarily follow
that I should not kill and eat non-human
animals. I might even consider eating human
meat if there were no other food available.
Although cannibalism is the most basic ethical
ETHICAL EATING, please turn to page 11

of Syria, Iraq and Mali.’
When conflicts threaten to escalate and as the
prospect of a growing list of failed states loom, I am
grateful for a core commitment to non-violence and
peace. In June 2011, I was the only MP to vote
against continued aerial bombardment of Libya.
That good people in every party were forced by party
leadership to vote for bombing, rejecting cease-fires
and peace-talks, was appalling.
Now the same ‘group-think’ has captured
analysis of the cycle of tragic violence in the Middle
East, as well as in a tinder box in our relations with
Russia as the situation in Ukraine becomes ever
more violent. When things get increasingly insecure,
when speaking clearly runs contrary to what is
‘politically correct,’ leadership means hanging onto
clear principles—respect for human rights, the rule
of law and rejecting violence as a solution for
anything. 0
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Professional
associations agree
West Coast Environmental Law

West Coast Environmental Law (WECL) is excited that a
coalition of four BC professional associations—representing
9,000 foresters, biologists and planners—released a
‘Professional Leadership in a Changing Climate: Joint
Statement’ on July 8.
Governments and businesses rely heavily on the advice of
professionals on a wide range of environmental, resource
management and land use planning decisions. That’s why it’s
critical that the professionals who are making key decisions
about ecosystems and evolution of communities know about
current climate science, and incorporate it into their
recommendations to government and industry .

An Unprecedented Joint Statement

Photo: Susan Banjavich
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Care and cleaning of your arbutus
ast December’s severe cold had our arbutus trees looking
very blackened indeed. It took such a long time into the
spring for them to sprout green leaves that people were
wondering if they had died. Though particulary severe this year,
the problem of blackened leaves is an annual problem.
‘People have been asking what’s happening to my arbutus
for the last 40 years,’ says Brenda Callan, a scientist at Natural
Resources Canada’s Pacific Forestry Centre in Victoria. ‘Arbutus
trees always look their worst in spring, before the old spotty and
winter-damaged, browned leaves are cast in the summer.’
The distinctive tree with very smooth reddish, annually
peeling bark grows on Canada’s west coast; arbutus is Canada’s
only native broadleaf evergreen tree.
Arbutus trees on the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island are
growing at the northernmost extent of their natural range and
it doesn’t take much for them to become stressed. They cling to
shorelines and rocky areas where they can outgrow Douglasfir, digging their roots into marginal soils, making them more
at risk for disease, or stress from adverse weather.
Over a dozen different leaf spot fungi will cause brown
leaves. ‘If you look closely, you may find evidence of leaf mining
insects such as winding tracks. That’s where a little burrowing
insect has gotten into the leaf and eaten away,’ says Callan.
A long, wet spring can also mean trouble for the trees. Those
conditions create more spores which will spread to the new
leaves when they are young, tender and most vulnerable.
Prolonged summer drought also stresses trees, and some
shaded or older weaker trees will suffer partial branch dieback,
aided by an opportunistic fungus.
‘Neofusicoccum arbuti, a fungus that occurs naturally in this
region, can cause stem and branch cankers and some of the
branch dieback,’ adds Dr Callan. ‘Normally it only causes
disease symptoms when the trees are stressed by other factors
such as drought or winter wind damage.’
A tree heavily affected by this fungus can go into a downward
spiral of decline, and in this weakened state, other agents might
join in and finish the tree off.

Care For Your Arbutus

In a forest, native insects, disease and wildfires thin-out older,
weaker trees. It’s part of the natural ecosystem. But homeowners who want their arbutus trees to survive can fertilize the
tree and prune dead branches as soon as they are discovered.
Dr Callan recommends gathering fallen leaves in late summer
or early fall to reduce the amount of disease the next spring.
You should avoid watering foliage, as this may spread the
spores around. If you are planting under a tree, make sure to
choose plants that don’t require lots of water, as too much
watering may promote other organisms that harm the tree. You
should avoid parking on unpaved areas under arbutus trees as
compacted soil may stress the trees.
Trees will also react poorly if they have grown in a protected
area and are suddenly exposed to excess sunlight and wind as
a result of clearing trees around them.

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help IslandTides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267

Dr Brenda Callan is a mycologist at Natural Resources
Canada’s Pacific Forestry Centre in Victoria. She identifies
potentially invasive fungi and provides scientific advice to
regulatory agencies. She conducts research on the detection
and identification of fungi associated with Canadian
commodities, such as untreated conifer lumber and logs, with
the goal of preventing them from causing trade barriers. 0

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Saturdays, August 9, 16, 23 & 30

Live music at Port Browning Marina Pub—the best music &
dancing on Pender! • AUG 9: Big House Voodoo; AUG 16: Brave
New Wave; AUG 23: Life of the Party; AUG 30: Pernell Reichart •
4605 Oak Road • No cover, 19+ • Info: www.portbrowning.com,
250.629.3493 • PENDER

Friday, August 8 and Saturday, August 9

Jazz At The Mall—Curbside Trad Jazz Band from Chilliwack;
parasol parades; New Orleans food; dance your blues away as The
Saints Come Marching In • Driftwood Mall • Band fundraiser,
donations welcome at event • Ken 250.629.6621, Nora
250.629.3845 • PENDER

Saturdays, August 9 and 23

Mayne Island Music Society presents August concerts—
AUGUST 9, 7:30pm: The Tequila Mockingbird Orchestra; flamenco
to bluegrass; AUGUST 23, 7:30pm: Ruth Moody, founding member
of Wailin’ Jennys, has performed in sold-out venues around the
world • Ag Hall Fairgrounds • Tickets for both concerts: $20 at door
or Home Hardware, Happy Tides, Farm Gate • MAYNE

Saturday, August 9 & Sunday, August 10

Texada Artists Studio Tour—19 artists
exhibiting in 12 studios invite you to meet
them and see their work in painting, stitchery
and fabric arts, lapidary, photography,
stained and fused glass, beading, wood
carving, graphic design, pottery, jewellry and
beach glass • 10am-4pm • Free admission
(BBQ lunch available) • Register online for a
driver-escort and walk on the ferry from
Powell River. • www.texadaart.com, 604.223.0171 • TEXADA

Saturday, August 9

Symphony by the Sea—Paper Bag 1812
Overture: Calvin Dyck (violin), Ken Lavigne
(tenor), VI Symphony musicians, Abbotsford
Virtuosi, Eric Harper (guitar), Charlene Hart
(dancer) and more; great surround-sound music;
family entertainment; surprises • Maffeo Sutton
Park, rain or shine! • 6 pm • Free (donations
welcomed) • Info:
www.vancouverislandsymphony.com • NANAIMO

Thursday to Sunday, August 14 to 17

32nd Sunshine Coast Festival of the
Written Arts—featuring some of
Canada's and BC's finest writers of
fiction, non-fiction, memoir and spoken
word• Rockwood Gardens • Tickets: $15 •
Info@www.writersfestival.ca, 1-800-5659631 • SECHELT

email: islandtides@islandtides.com

In their 2-page joint statement, the Association of BC Forest
Professionals, the Association of Professional Biology, the
College of Applied Biology, and the Planning Institute of BC
make specific commitments about those professional and
ethical responsibilities and the specific commitments of the
professional associations. Highlights include:
· expecting their members to incorporate climate science
into their decisions;
· evaluating whether key professional decisions included
‘appropriate consideration of climatic changes;’
· commitments to collaborate in providing climate-related
training for their members and to work with government and
other agencies to provide their members with appropriate
scientific information; and
· continued collaboration going forward.
The Joint Statement doesn’t stop there—it also asks all levels
of government to provide leadership on addressing climate
change, including providing resources that will allow
professionals to address climate change effectively and asking
for leadership in adaptation planning and climate data
acquisition, as well as a review of a range of provincial laws in
light of climate change. 0
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Sat & Sun, Aug 16 & 17

Denman Island Art Studio Tour—16
unique venues showcasing local talent;
photography, mixed media, sculpture,
painting, fibre arts, pottery, jewelry & much
more • Free tour maps at Denman Island
Arts Centre • 10am–4pm daily •
www.denmanstudiotour.blogspot.com • DENMAN

Saturdays, August 16 & 23

Cycling & Pedestrian Trail Plan—CRD
and Southern Gulf Islands Economic
Development Commission have prepared a
draft cycling and pedestrian trail plan; come
out and share your comments at a public
session • Farmers Markets • SATURNA:
August 16; GALIANO: August 23 • Info: sustainableislands.ca •
SATURNA & GALIANO

Thursday, August 21 till Sunday, August 31

28th Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre
Festival—50 shows; 300 performances; 11
venues; 11 days: drama; dance; musicals;
magic; live comedy; spoken word; physical
theatre; Aug 20, Fringe Block Party,
Centennial Square; Aug 23, KidsFringe,
Market Square; free events for the whole
family • Info: 250.590.6291,
www.victoriafringe.com • VICTORIA

Saturday, August 23

Pender Islands Fall Fair ’Celebrating 50 Years of
Gardening Excellence’—parade; exhibits;
entertainment; food; beer garden • Community Hall
• Market 9:30am, Gate 10am, Parade 10:30am,
BBQ 5pm, Dance with Kikayembay 6:30pm •
Admission adults: $7, children 5-12: $3, under-5:
free • Info: www.pifi.ca, Dianne Allison
250.629.3372 • PENDER

Sunday, August 24

Run The Rock Marathon—Are you tough enough?
Full, half and 8km marathons; serious challenge;
toughest road marathon in Canada • $40 until August
12, late registration $60 until August 21 cutoff • Info +
registration: www.runtexada.ca • TEXADA

Saturday, August 30

Walkalong for Learning—A Galiano Conservancy
Association fundraiser; walk 6.7km of Coast to Coast
trails through protected lands; enjoy music and
intrepretive talks en route; celebrate with entertainment,
food and prizes • Walk from 1-4pm; Celebrate at the
Learning Center (Porlier Pass Road) from 4-7pm •
www.galianoconservancy.ca/walkalong or 250.539.2127
• GALIANO

www.islandtides.com
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Photo: Toby Snelgrove, tobysnelgrovephotography.smugmug.com

Watching Montague Harbour sunset.

Saturna Notes

T

- Priscilla Ewbank

his is a picnic summer—watermelons and BBQs and
bathing suits! Being outdoors is so appealing in the
summery weather—unless you are roofing or working
hard—fun outdoor events are well attended, even the weekend
ferry lineups have a festive atmosphere.
Last week’s rain was welcome news for everyone, no matter
what their plans were for the day. The grasslands were crispy
and full of clingy grass seed. The forest is still dry—dry deep into
the earth; certainly a time for caution around any kind of
flammables. So many less people smoke now that anyone who
does, stands out. From a distance, I saw someone smoking at
the Saturday Market—three people had spoken to them before
I did, obviously giving them the Island line on fire precaution!

Parks Day at East Point

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

1.888.296.8059

www.wintonhomes.ca

You’ll Feel Right At Home

Print Fine Art Editions
Fine Artists&Photographers
Custom Archival Digital Printing
& Fine Art Reproduction Services
Aluminum | Canvas | W’colour Paper
#FTUGPS-FTTt'MBU3BUF4IJQQJOH

1-877-335-8111
by Mima Fine Art Publishers

MINI-ADS!
GREAT VALUE
www.islandtides.com

The Saturna Island Marine
Research and Education
Society commemorated Parks
Day at East Point, in
collaboration with Parks
Canada. With free icecream
cones in hand, participants in
the afternoon event watched
Marine Sanctuaries Society
divers underwater in Tumbo
Channel through streaming
video supplied by Mike Irvine
from Subeye as they collected
tidal species for the touch
tanks on shore at Shell Beach.
The tanks were supplied and
constantly replenished with
cold, clean, fresh water from
deep in Tumbo Channel,
Marine Sanctuary.
Interpreters and the two
top experts on invertebrates
from the Northwest Pacific
coast, Andy Lamb and Rick
Harbo answered questions as
they moved about among the
fascinated kids and adults. To
be able to hold in your hand
and see the creatures in all
their glorious colors and feel
them move and become
active beats any book or film,
hollow.
Any number of questions
occur to you as you stoop
down and watch for awhile
and there were the experts
and enthusiasts right on hand
to offer their explanations and

suggest further questions. Being true experts, they were just as
dazzled as the children and were infinitely interested in their
observations and the locals’ experiences. Rick Harbo, marine
invertebrate handbooks author, called East Point a jewel for
invertebrates and sealife in general. The deep swirling tidal
waters rich with oxygen and microlife support an abundant and
healthy ecosystem from the tiniest beast to the biggest marine
mammals.
Athena George, our local park interpretor, did her Orca
presentation on the landward part of East Point. As if planned,
‘L’ pod with about 40 members waltzed down Tumbo Channel
right past the people at Shell Beach. Then, after putting on a real
show, around the Point and south down Boundary Pass. Ten
minutes later, another 20 orcas, from ‘J’ pod, came from the
north in party mood, also doing their spectacular dives and leaps
and playing with the bull kelp before they slowly moved south.
Well!
I missed the whale show and got there just after—every one
had their story to tell, everyone was so excited! Luckily, our
eldest daughter and our two grandchildren had gone down to
the furthest point to be cool and our grandson swears he got
whale wet on him! Genni said she took pictures and then just
stopped, she wanted to look at them, to drink it all in.
The next day Rick Harbo gave a great presentation about
many facets of marine existence in the Salish Sea and Andy
Lamb talked about the plight of the sea stars and what could be
causing their sickness and disappearance. The crevices and
channels in the sandstone at East Point used to be packed with
sea stars on top of each other now there are not even just a few,
there are none. Between the quality of the formal presentations
and the informal visitations, it will be hard to beat this Parks
Day next year!

Group of Thirty Anniversary

The Group of Thirty, or David Elford Holding Company, which
in 1974 bought a section of land on Mount David, celebrated
their 40th anniversary the last weekend in July. When they first
came, Saturna Island was pretty shocked by their long-haired
appearance, funny clothes and the oddness of buying land
together and proposing to hold it in common. Their local name
was the ‘Dirty Thirties’. A video of the initial years brought forth
general hilarity—we older people are puzzled by how we look
now when inside we are our same selves, just wiser!
The original 30 shareholders were mostly from Vancouver,
many were teachers, architects and other early 20-year-olds just
getting their lives into gear. They threw in their lot together and
bought the big piece of north-facing land, built homes together
(most of which now have their building inspections completed!)
and pounded out the governing policies that are mostly still in
place. They didn’t fade away either—the next generation is keen
to be a part of their parents group!
Due to the method of sale and purchase, the buy-in price for
new members has remained low. The innovative company has

become a permanent home to some, a beloved summer cabin
for many, and, for a few, a social venture. Many Group of Thirty
people are part of the heart of the Saturna community and make
major contributions to our general welfare and success and to
their own ingenious and flourishing community which has
remained close for over 40 years.
Many people came from afar to be part of the reunion. The
shareholders and close family had a grand meal together and
various members had composed songs (Woman With a
Chainsaw) and written down tales for the assembled.
Afterwards, the community was invited to join in the
celebration. The communally built and well-used Shore House
and meadow were packed with old friends and family members
as the place rocked with music and the dancers let loose as the
sun was changing colours and setting into the Salish Sea.

Celebration of Life

There was a big gathering at the Rec Centre for Bernice Crooks.
Michael Vatour was the Master of Ceremonies and friends and
family spoke. A slideshow with many candid photos showed
Islanders having a good time as they were once—slim with full
heads of hair!
Contemporaries, the children she had helped to adulthood,
her neighbors and the customers that walked through ‘her’ store
door day-by-day were all chatting and eating that fine splendid
Saturna food served up and donated by the Women’s Club. At
the gathering, it was noted that all the Saturna General Store
owners, since Bernice had started working at the store in 1974,
had come to honour Bernice.
Mentioned over and over was Bernice’s happiness in life and
goodwill towards everyone. Old-time islanders from all walks
of Bernice’s life were catching up with each other—the common
denominator being Bernice, her warmth and her do-it spirit.
Bernice’s children seem to embody the characteristic spirit and
candour of their mother. She was too modest to see that but we
do and rejoice that she lives on so strongly. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for the
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2014 recreational property prices
Average Price Range by Province:
Prince Edward Island: $140,000 - $175,000
Newfoundland: $200,000 - $350,000
New Brunswick: $30,000 - $180,000
Nova Scotia: $175,000 - $400,000
Quebec: $100,000 - $1,000,000
Ontario: $80,000 - $2,450,000
Manitoba: $100,000 - $400,000
Saskatchewan: $200,000 - $550,000
Alberta: $149,000 - $1,500,000
British Columbia: $100,000 - $1,000,000
The average national price range is: $129,400 - $800,500. 0

BW-9
A female eagle, affectionately known as Ma Sidney, perches in a tree on West Saanich Road overlooking
Pat Bay and watches a juvenile, possibly her offspring from a previous year, pick at crabs and seaweed
at the water’s edge.
Photos: Kay Steer

LETTERS from page 4

Islands Trust Asks For LNG
Information

The following letter was sent to Scott Bailey, Executive Project
Director Environmental Assessment Office.
Dear Scott Bailey:
On behalf of the Islands Trust Council, we request additional
studies to support a more thorough understanding of the
proposed LNG project’s impacts.
We request that the proponent be required to undertake, and
make public, studies that examine:
• impacts of LNG tanker wake on eelgrass and kelp beds, all
potentially impacted shoreline types, forage fish habitat, and
public safety;
• feasibility of LNG tankers serving the Woodfibre LNG
projects using LNG fuel rather than crude oil as an energy
source as a way to mitigate the risk of oil spills;
• impacts of all marine shipping traffic related to the
Woodfibre LNG project on recreational and commercial use of
the marine environment throughout Howe Sound;
• potential impact of explosion or fire on a LNG tanker in
transit, including a credible worst-case scenario in Howe Sound
(We have heard concerns from Howe Sound community
members that a tanker accident could result in an LNG vapour
cloud igniting when it meets an ignition source. This is obviously
a source of worry for local residents.);
• project’s contribution to upstream greenhouse gas
emissions generated by production and transportation of LNG
to the project; and
• impacts on the glass sponge reefs from LNG tankers’ wake,
vibration and noise.
To assist the proponent to fully consider the special and
important features of this region, we have offered Woodfibre
LNG staff Islands Trust mapping products that contain sensitive
ecosystem, eelgrass, forage fish habitat, protected area and other
relevant information.
Thank you for considering this submission to your
consultation process. Please note that our response should in
no way be construed as lessening the Islands Trust Council’s
opposition to LNG and oil tanker traffic through the Salish Sea.
Sheila Malcomson, Chair Islands Trust Council

Islands Trust Asks About Provincial
Oil Spill Program

The following letter was sent to Honourable Mary Polak,
Minister of Environment.
Dear Minister Polak:
On behalf of the Islands Trust Council, we urge the Ministry of
Environment to adopt provincial spill preparedness and
response measures that will:
• establish higher standards for land-based spill
preparedness and response (including for marine spills affecting
coastal shorelines and provincial resources);
• develop effective rules for restoration of the environment
following a spill; and,
• ensure effective government oversight and coordination of
industry spill response.
The Islands Trust Council has been advocating to senior
governments about oil spill issues since 1979 and has many
concerns related to oil-spill preparedness and response. Even a
small oil-spill within the Islands Trust Area could have
devastating impacts on the abundant biodiversity of the region
and could significantly affect species already at risk, as well as
harming the livability and economic well-being of local
communities.
The Islands Trust Policy Statement, a statutory document

<
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founded in extensive community consultation and approved in
 Municipal Affairs, encourages
1994 by the then Minister of
provincial and federal agencies to ensure safe shipment of
materials hazardous to the environment. Council urges the
Province of British Columbia to address the long-standing
deficit in oil-spill prevention, preparedness and response
capacity in our region related to existing risks. Council also urges
the Province not to facilitate new oil-spill risks, such as from
heavy-oil pipeline projects.
The comments below are provided based on our assumption
that many of the provisions in the policy intentions paper will
apply equally to the marine environment where the Province of
British Columbia is the owner of the seabed. If there is any doubt
in this matter, we strongly urge the Province to extend the
provisions to the marine environment whenever possible.
1. Spill preparedness, response and restoration
requirements
1.1 Spill Fund
We are concerned that the April 2014 intentions paper is
missing the concept of a provincial spill fund. In a 2012
resolution to the Union of BC Municipalities convention, the
Islands Trust Council urged the Province to secure on-going
revenue from industry for a sustained increase in provincial spill
prevention, preparedness, mitigation, and response resources
and to establish a permanent BC spill response fund. At that
time we found BC’s fund to be zero, compared to Washington
State’s and Alaska’s spill response funds of US $7 million and
US $50 million, respectively.
We do not consider the existing nor proposed expanded
federal spill funds adequate to address the needs of British
Columbia. A provincial spill fund should also be available to
quickly fund activities in British Columbia that are not covered
by the existing federal oil spill fund, such as spill prevention
through the removal of derelict vessels, cleaning up nonpetroleum spills and removing spilled shipping containers.
1.2 Resource Damage Assessment Process
We support the creation of a resource damage assessment
process for British Columbia, with triggering thresholds
consistent with the spill reporting requirements. Spills into
water should be treated as especially significant. We
recommend the approach taken in Washington State, where
anyone responsible for spilling oil into state waters is liable for
damages resulting from injuries to public resources.
We recommend using a formula model (similar to
Washington State) for the small to moderate spills and a fullblown research model for major spills. Our staff has suggested
that either the Habitat Conservation Trust Fund model or the
federal Environmental Damages Fund model of distributing

LETTERS, please turn to page 10

WELL WATER
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SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
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Whoops!

We had more than our share of errors in the last edition. In
the Kalamazoo oilspill the quantity should read ‘over
800,000 gallons’.
Next, a Texada reader points out that Plumper Sound’s
gypsum barges do not go to Texada—of course not—the
gypsum ships are unloading in Plumper Sound to avoid the
use of a deep-water port.
Arriving from Cabo San Lucas, about one-third of the
gypsum transhipped is destined for US customers, the
remaining two-thirds go to Canadian customers in
Richmond and Delta. Readers are using marinetraffic.com
to track the vessels.
Readers also report that the frequency of gypsum
freighters is now every two weeks.
Another reader complained about the ‘industrialization’
of Plumper Sound, which contains five freighter anchorages.
These used to be used mainly in winter; Between three
islands, Plumper Sound provides protected waters. However,
freighters are increasingly anchoring there year-round,
before entering Port of Vancouver. Noise and light pollution
is increasing, especially where the sound narrows to Navy
Channel with Mayne Island on one side and Pender Island
on the other.
Another mistake was to label photos of Kadonaga Bay
Trail as created by Mayne Island Conservancy, when it
should have been Mayne Island Parks & Recreation
Commision who got the credit for trail building. Apologies to
both visionary and hard-working groups. 0



The Blue Dot tour

David Suzuki is heading across Canada as part of the ‘Blue Dot Tour’,
a celebration featuring Canadian performers, artists and leaders. The
tour will visit twenty communities from St Johns, Newfoundland, to
Vancouver, BC, sharing a simple yet powerful idea: that all Canadians
should have the right to drink clean water, breathe fresh air and eat
healthy food.
The tour, which includes dozens of Canadian icons, is part of the
belief that by coming together to take action locally, we can guarantee
that all Canadians have the right to a healthy environment, no matter
who they are or where they live.
‘What’s more important than the right to breathe fresh air, drink
clean water and eat healthy food?’ asks David Suzuki. Around the
world more than 110 countries recognize that it is a human right to
live in a healthy environment. The Blue Dot Tour hopes to add
Canada to the list.
For more information, visit www.bluedot.ca 0

Doug Routley, MLA
Nanaimo~North Cowichan

Unit 112 50 Tenth Street
Nanaimo BC V9R 6L1
T 250.716.5221 | F 250.716.5222
Box 269 | #1 – 16 High Street
Ladysmith BC V9G 1A2
T 250.245.9375 | F 250.245.8164
Web: www.dougroutley.ca
Email: douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better


from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Strategies
for Socially
Responsible
Investors
Are you concerned that
your RRSP might profit
from fossil fuels, GMOs or
land mines?
Please call me for a free
review of your
investment portfolio.

Anthony Edwards, BA Ec
INVESTMENT ADVISOR
250-898-9973
tony@ethicinvest.ca
www.ethicinvest.ca
tedwards@pssecurities.ca

318A Duncan Avenue, Courtenay, BC V9N 2M5
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Flathead bat bioblitz

Bat biologists converged in BC’s Flathead River Valley on July
24. They hope to gain new information to advance bat
conservation in BC’s southeast and to ultimately minimize the
impacts of White Nose Syndrome, a mysterious disease that
has killed millions of North American bats.
The four-day Bat BioBlitz, organized by conservation groups
in BC and Alberta and led by Wildlife Conservation Society
Canada’s bat biologist, Dr Cori Lausen, will build on an initial
inventory of Flathead bats that Lausen conducted last summer
during a BioBlitz. That inventory detected two species of bats
in the Flathead that are considered federally Endangered by the
Committee on Endangered Wildlife in Canada: little brown
myotis and northern myotis.
‘In the southeast corner of BC, the Flathead may be the
gateway for entry of White Nose Syndrome into BC, and it is
thus urgent to start monitoring bats in this area,’ said Lausen.
‘Significant bat hibernation caves have never been found in BC
and yet the Flathead is surrounded by karst and has the deepest
cave in all of Canada.’
Scientists have known for a long time that BC’s Flathead
River Valley—adjacent to Waterton Glacier International Peace
Park—is a hotspot for plant and large mammal biodiversity. But
very little was known about the bats, birds and smaller creatures
that inhabit the valley until conservation groups and scientists,
including from the Royal BC Museum, organized BioBlitzes in
2012 and 2013.
White Nose Syndrome, responsible for the deaths of more
than seven million North American bats, is a poorly-understood
fungal disease that kills bats while they hibernate. The disease
is moving from east to west and has reached the Great Plains,
but it is not yet found in BC.
‘It’s very important that we understand what bat species are
present in BC and where they hibernate before White Nose
Syndrome arrives,’ said Lausen. ‘Once we’ve established what
bats are present in the Flathead, we will know what types of
habitats need to be protected for bat populations to recover
following White Nose die-back, and, optimistically, we may be
able to help bats survive the disease.’
Wildsight, the Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative,
Sierra Club BC and CPAWS BC are working to protect the
Flathead permanently with a National Park in the southeastern
one-third and a Wildlife Management Area in the rest of the
valley and adjoining habitat. Mining and energy development
is prohibited in the Flathead, but the globally-significant valley
is now under threat from intensive logging, road-building and
rock quarrying. 0
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SOLAR ARRAY ON GABRIOLA

GABENERGY from page 1

Photo: Michael Mehta

sixth house on the island, Mehta says, enough electricity would
be generated to supply the community with all of its energy
needs during the daytime.
So what of the costs? GabEnergy has built a relationship with
a solar supplier in Ontario and now feels confident in being able
to supply the green technology at the lowest possible price. A
recent partnership with Bullfrog Power, one of Canada’s leading
renewable energy providers, has also provided financial backing
to the project. Shares in the newly forming co-operative are
estimated at $500, the price of one panel and the technology to
run it.

LETTERS from page 9

funds to impacted communities would likely be appropriate for
our island communities. In addition to being required to restore
habitats, spillers should be required to provide compensation
for loss of public use in our communities.
In the initial days of a spill, the collection of time sensitive
and perishable environmental indicator data in a scientificallydefensible way can be critical to measuring the success of the
clean-up and to defending decisions about the amount of
compensation and restoration needed. We suggest that the
Province provide training and support services (e.g. chain of
custody documentation, equipment caches) that would enable
coastal residents to contribute their citizen science skills to this
aspect of the spill response regime.
2. Enhanced provincial environmental emergency
program
2.1 Core Funding
For years, the Islands Trust Council has advocated for
substantially more core funding and increased communityengagement capacity for the provincial environmental
emergency program. At the time of our resolution to the 2012
Union of BC Municipalities convention, we found that BC had
14 staff responsible for province-wide spill prevention,
preparedness and response, compared to Washington State’s
and Alaska’s staffing levels of 70 and 146, respectively.
With additional capacity, the provincial staff could develop
geographic response plans in partnership with communities,
undertake logistical planning, participate in incident command
posts during spill responses, and direct shoreline clean-ups and
assessments. The Province could also use its enhanced capacity
to work with local governments and communities to anticipate
how they would deal with the consequences of a major spill (e.g.
accommodations, volunteer management, food provision,
transportation of workers, ferry system impacts, etc.). We also
believe the Province should collect funding to flow through to
local governments in recognition of the public services they
provide after an oil spill.
2.2 Geographic Response Plans
The Islands Trust Council has been requesting geographic
response plans for the Islands Trust Area since June 2011.
Washington State’s geographic response plans include response
strategies tailored to individual beaches, shores, and waterways
and are meant to minimize impact on sensitive resources
threatened by a spill. We recommend the Washington State
Geographic Response Plans model as it identifies sensitive
natural, cultural or significant economic resources and then
describes and prioritizes response strategies that could
minimize injury to sensitive natural, cultural, and certain
economic resources at risk from oil spills. We think it is
important that these plans are created by government rather
than industry to ensure transparency, accountability and an
open, inclusive process that builds and sustains community
capacity. Geographic response plans can contain sensitive

With so much success already coming their way, GabEnergy
is planning for the future. They are currently trying to find the
land—or the rooftops—for a solar farm and are investigating
other means of generating green energy. ‘Solar is the lowhanging fruit,’ Mehta says. The company is looking ahead,
towards the possibilities of wind and tidal energy.
As well as being climate-friendly, solar technology is a way
of bringing energy sources closer to home. On Gabriola, it’s
about community power. GabEnergy hopes to harness that
power in a way that is clean and affordable to everyone.
To learn more, visit www.gabenergy.com 0

information that should be held by a government source. We’re
impressed by the extent of community involvement in the
geographic response plans developed for the US side of the
Salish Sea. Our communities deserve the same opportunities,
and our shorelines deserve the same protection.
3. Provincially regulated preparedness and
response organization
3.1 Provincial oversight
We support the creation of a provincially-regulated
preparedness and response organization.
In the event of land based spills, it would be much more
efficient for local governments to deal consistently with a
provincially monitored and certified preparedness and response
agency whose staff are known by provincial staff and who have
British Columbia based expertise, rather than different
companies every time there is a spill. Our years of research and
advocacy about oil spills have taught us that on-going
engagement and good communication channels build the trust
that is essential to a quick and effective spill response.
We think it is appropriate that the new provincial
preparedness and response organization operate with a secure
source of on-going funding from industry and oversight from
an enhanced provincial environmental emergency program.
We request that the Province structure the agency to include
local governments and First Nations representatives on regional
boards.
3.2 Mandatory Participation
In our opinion, in order for the new provincial preparedness
and response organization to be effective, the Province needs to
establish a mandatory membership structure that will ensure
that there are sufficient members representing all industry
sectors that present a spill risk. A reasonable threshold for
establishing whether companies must be members could
include a formula that factors in the persistence, toxicity and
quantity of the products they ship.
In conclusion, we applaud the Ministry of Environment for
developing the policy intentions paper. To compensate for the
decades of underfunding and under-regulation, we encourage
you to be bold in establishing a robust regime that will support
British Columbia’s economy and environment well into the
future. We hope the Province will work with the Union of BC
Municipalities as well as consult with local governments on the
details of this land-based spill initiative.
Thank you for considering this submission to your
consultation process. Please note that the Islands Trust’s
support for this long-overdue initiative to improve the BC spill
prevention and response regime should in no way be construed
as lessening the Islands Trust Council’s opposition to oil pipeline
projects that increase oil exports through BC’s marine waters.
Sheila Malcolmson, Chair Islands Trust Council 0
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Cinematographer’s epic journey

ichard Boyce, a documentary filmmaker who focuses on
social issues and the environment, is ready to do what he
can to stop Enbridge’s dream of tankers and pipelines. He
has been spending the last year documenting a journey to discover
the wilderness, ocean currents, weather, and people of British
Columbia’s remote and pristine coastal areas—just where Enbridge
has proposed to navigate hundreds of tankers loaded with millions
of barrels of diluated bitumin from Alberta to China.

Boyce’s ‘Coastal Tarsands Project’ was filmed and edited as
a series of self-contained ten minute videos, all six of which were
uploaded at intervals to Boyce’s website. Now, the filmmaker is
in the process of editing those six videos together into a feature
length, hour-long documentary that can be shown at film
festivals and on television broadcasts.
Boyce’s main goal? To be effective in educating the public
about the coast where the Enbridge Corporation plans to bring
hundreds of supertankers. With Enbridge spending $350 million

on media campaigns, and the federal and provincial governments
pouring taxpayer dollars into promoting both Alberta Tarsands and
the Northern Gateway Pipeline, Richard Boyce is groundtruthing
the eventuality of tankers navigating Canada’s west coast.
Geography, species at risk, diverse ecosystems, localized
weather and the communities that could be affected are all
highlighted in his videos. Each ten-minute video was focused on a
different aspect of the complex subject of tankers and pipelines.
Edited together, they will show British Colombia’s coast as it really
is—without islands being erased or mountains flattened.
Despite the ongoing battle between the pipeline companies and
80% of British Colombians, many of the natural challenges that
supertankers will face if this project goes forward are not widely
known, says Boyce. The Coastal Tarsands Project offers the public
opportunites to learn about the importance of the information that
is missing from industry, government and mainstream media.
Boyce hopes to ‘Spread the word, not the oil’. To view the videos,
so far, visit: www.coastaltarsands.ca 0

ETHICAL EATING from page 6

food taboo of my culture, it used to be a part of some cultures in
certain circumstances. Other cultures have also proclaimed
other foods taboo: pig meat, cow meat, deer from the King’s
forest, fungi, onions, even the ubiquitous tomato was once
thought to be poisonous. Different cultures have forbidden the
eating of various foods at certain times by certain people.

Ethical Eating

Now the question of ethics has been broadened to
considerations of compassion for other animals and impact on
the environment. It seems ethical to me to avoid eating whales,
sea turtle eggs and other endangered species. It seems wise to
avoid the added toxic chemical burden (both to myself and the
environment) that comes with eating non-organic food,
especially GMO foods designed specifically to withstand large
doses of herbicides. I care deeply about the world around me
and the other living beings that inhabit it. So I prefer to eat foods
that are grown as locally and sustainably as possible. For me,
that includes grass-fed meat, dairy and eggs from my backyard
pen of chickens. (If I liked the taste, I would also eat sustainably
harvested seafood.)
Because I continually proclaim my enjoyment of meat and
my acceptance of my role as a predator in the food web, I have
been likened to a wife-beater who justifies his actions by saying
how much he cares about his wife. I do care about animals and
I do eat them. Before I eat them they are dead, killed on purpose,
murdered, some would say.
So if the ideal ethical standard is not to kill anything, where
does that leave me? This afternoon I ruthlessly ripped the
struggling sprouts off a whole lot of hopeful potatoes, skinned
them alive and boiled them for dinner. Yesterday I dumped tiny
seedling onions out of their little plant pots, viciously chopped
off the excess root and leaf and planted them in the garden, fully
intending to eat them long before they set seed. Some seedlings
were too puny and I threw them aside along with a growing pile
of unwanted ‘weed’ seedlings that were innocently growing in
the prepared soil. I murdered those plants. And when I found
some little slugs under a board in the garden, I squished them
too. When I kill any animal or harvest a plant, or even transplant
tender seedlings, I try to remember to honour their life and
recognize that their right to existence is as valid as mine. I
apologize. And then, like a wife-beater, I do it again. Cutting
whole lettuces off in their prime. Eating beans that only want a
chance to sprout and fulfill their bean-ness. Sprouts are the
worst, though: after tenderly nurturing them from seeds to
lanky white sprouts with little green leaves, I rip out whole
handfuls of them and eat and eat.
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Brooks Point Park Completion Celebration included a picnic and recognition for the many people and organizations who
participated in the campaign to acquire the property between Brooks and Gowlland Points, creating a regional park along
the southwestern tip of South Pender. The celebration, held at Pender’s commmunity hall, concluded with dancing to a
marimba band.
Eating plants is different, some argue. But researchers have
discovered that although plants do not have the brain or
nervous system of mobile animals, they do have a great deal of
sensory perception. They sense light, heat, touch, sound,
moisture levels and injuries. They can actually send alarm
signals that are sensed and acted upon by nearby plants. Most
of all, they want to grow, live, flourish, and reproduce, just like
all other life-forms on this planet.
Our modern industrial agriculture system is one of the most
deadly and damaging enterprises on earth. Animal raising aside,
even growing plant crops seems to require the destruction of
many life-forms, from insects and slugs to rodents and birds.
We may be the only species on earth that kills other creatures
not just to nourish ourselves, but also to prevent ‘pest animals’
from competing with us for access to our favoured foods.
Serious collateral damage from current agricultural practices
also includes habitat destruction to create vast acreages of
mono-cropped fields (such as corn, soy, palm oil and sugar) and
fertilizer run-off that produces giant dead zones at the mouths
of rivers.
If the argument for ethical eating is based on not killing
things, then plants are also off the menu. What is left that
doesn’t harm life? Four things: road-kill, fish that have finished
spawning, placentas, and fruit. Road kill and fish at the end of
their life-cycle, or any other scavenged meat, is ethical because
there was no intention of killing the animal. The death was
natural or accidental. (Make sure the kill is fresh for best
flavour.) Placentas are the only meat that doesn’t require
something to die. Mother mammals, including herbivores like
cows, usually eat the placentas as soon as their babies are born.
Personally, I planted my baby’s placenta under a nice tree. But
I have eaten fresh road-kill.
Ripe fruit is the ultimate ethical food. Nothing is killed or
harmed in any way when fruit is picked and eaten. In fact the
plant has evolved that brightly coloured sweet treat to catch the
eye and tempt the taste-buds so that animals, including
humans, will eat the fruit and drop the seeds in a new location
to start a new plant. I love fruit. I feel good when I eat fruit.
Whether I ingest the seeds with the flesh (berries) and deposit
them later in some high quality manure, or whether I toss the
pit (tree fruits) in a bush with a smile at the thought of a rogue
plum tree growing there for future generations, fruit eating is a
great example of mutual benefit. Squash and tomatoes are the
fruiting parts of vegetables and likewise are produced in the
hope that someone will enjoy eating them and then spread the
seeds far and wide. Blessed are the fruit-eaters.
Am I likely to become a scavenger and frugivore anytime

soon? No. As I mentioned before, I have come to terms with the
fact that I am part of a food web that involves some organisms
dying so that others may live. My food ethics are based on
growing as much of my own food as possible, buying organic
food, supporting fair-trade and sustainable agriculture,
including grass-fed meat, cooking from scratch rather than
buying highly processed foods, and honouring all life-forms’
right to exist.
I acknowledge that I was born a human, the most destructive
animal species to have evolved so far. I acknowledge that I am
one of over seven billion of my highly successful species, and
that over-population is the root cause of most of the dangers
facing the planet today.
I acknowledge that some day I will die, hopefully without
undue pain and stress, and that my body will become food for
some other life-form on this wonderfully complex planet.
I acknowledge and respect that other people have developed
other ethical frameworks for their eating habits.
I would like it if everyone would acknowledge their part in
human impacts on the planet and respect others’ ethical choices
in the same way. These issues are worth considering, while there
is still the opportunity to decide what course of action to take
and what the consequences are likely to be.

* Note: Humans have artificially changed the diets of domestic
animals so that herbivores, such as cows, will eat meat (in the
form of ground up slaughter house waste) and carnivores,
such as cats, will eat plants (in the form of corn and soy meal
in kibble). Some vegans even go so far as to insist that their
pets eat only vegan food as well.
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Environmentalists work to protection of McLaughlin Ridge

Page 12, Island Tides, August 7, 2014

Ancient Forest Alliance

iverse organizations, including a major forestry workers
union, BC’s largest environmental organizations, and
community organizations, have signed a statement calling
on Island Timberlands to immediately stop logging the endangered
old-growth forests of McLaughlin Ridge, one of Canada’s most
ecologically significant old-growth forests near Port Alberni on
Vancouver Island, and for the BC Liberal government to show
leadership and ensure the forest’s protection—before it’s too late.
‘By all measures, McLaughlin Ridge is of the highest
conservation priority—as ungulate winter range, for species at risk,
for scarce old-growth Douglas fir groves, and as part of Port
Alberni’s drinking watershed. McLaughlin Ridge was supposed to
be protected as part of the agreement to remove the lands from the
Tree Farm Licence in 2004. We need Island Timberlands to cease
and desist immediately from their old-growth logging operations,
and for the BC government to ensure a conservation solution for
this endangered ancient forest,’ stated TJ Watt, Ancient Forest
Alliance photographer and campaigner.
Island Timberland’s rapid cutting of extremely scarce oldgrowth Douglas fir forests, destruction of high quality ungulate
(deer) winter range, and endangered Queen Charlotte goshawk
habitat at McLaughlin Ridge caused conservationists to raise the
alarm recently when they discovered, in early July, that Island
Timberlands has begun road-building and logging into the heart of
McLaughlin Ridge. The company had logged a 100m-wide swath
of old-growth trees, almost the entire span of the previously intact
section of McLaughlin Ridge’s old-growth forest.
‘We’re excited that the ecological significance of McLaughlin
Ridge and the emergency caused by Island Timberlands’ logging
of this magnificent ancient forest has been recognized by so many
diverse organizations,’ stated Jane Morden, coordinator of the Port
Alberni Watershed-Forest Alliance, which is spearheading the
campaign to protect old-growth forests around Port Alberni,
including McLaughlin Ridge. ‘They include the province’s most
powerful environmental organizations which have succeeded in
protecting significant tracts of ancient forests in BC; local ‘kitchen
table’ citizens groups who engaged in struggles in their neck of the
woods; and one of the largest forestry workers unions in BC. The
company and the BC government really need to heed the call of so
many diverse organizations, otherwise the controversy will only
continue to grow,’ she concludes.
‘Island Timberland is the second largest private landowner in
British Columbia, with over 258,000 hectares of private forest lands
in BC. They are charging forward to log their most contentious,
environmentally significant old-growth forests and socially-valued
lands, despite the fact that these hot spots constitute a minuscule
fraction of their private forest lands in BC,’ says Ken Wu, Ancient
Forest Alliance executive director, ‘This is a bad business model in
this province, and I’d recommend they take a new approach. The
current situation will be a lose-lose for everyone. But there are
solutions, including some possible creative ones, that can be
developed. However, it will require that the company immediately
halt its logging operations at McLaughlin Ridge so this whole thing
doesn’t become a moot point. Time is short and options for
McLaughlin Ridge will run out soon if the corporation continues to
cut out the heart of its ancient forest.’
McLaughlin Ridge was originally intended for protection by the
provincial government as an Ungulate Winter Range (UWR) and
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The after effects of clear-cutting on McLaughlin Ridge, near Port Alberni.
Wildlife Habitat Area (WHA) when it was removed from Tree Farm
Licence 44. The removal of the lands in 2004 included the
stipulation from the BC government that a follow-up agreement be
developed between Island Timberlands and the government to
ensure the protection of McLaughlin Ridge and other intended
UWR’s and WHA’s—neither party pursued the agreement.
In total, about 2400 hectares of endangered old-growth forests
originally intended for protection by the BC government as
Ungulate Winter Ranges and Wildlife Habitat Areas in TFL 44 are
now endangered. These lands also include Horne Mountain above
the world-famous Cathedral Grove, the Cameron Valley Firebreak,
Katlum Creek, and other areas—of which, about two-thirds of the
total area are estimated to have now been logged. Much of the lands
are within the traditional territory of the Hupacasath band.

Preserving McLaughlin Ridge

purchase and protect endangered private lands—which the
government did in 2010 at Jordan River, for example, at a popular
surfing area at risk due to similar circumstances involving the
removal of Western Forest Product’s private forest lands from its
TFL’s. Ideally, these purchases would occur as part of a larger,
dedicated ‘park acquisition fund’ of millions of dollars each year for
this purpose.
At this time, simply protecting the last few hundred hectares of
the old-growth forests that remain at McLaughlin Ridge, Horne
Mountain, Cameron Firebreak, Katlum Creek and others is the
immediate priority.
Protecting these areas would protect vital habitat for
endangered species and Roosevelt elk, deer, and other wildlife. It
would ensure clean and abundant water for fish and drinking
watersheds; protect hiking, hunting, fishing, and recreational areas;
and provide huge potential for eco-tourism ventures in the area.
Forest activists are looking at options among private land trusts
who may take an interest in helping to purchase McLaughlin Ridge
and similar lands for protection. 0

Despite the company’s recent logging incursion into the heart of
McLaughlin Ridge, a few hundred hectares of extremely
endangered old-growth forests and mature second-growth forests
still stand on the slope—for now. This includes major stands of oldgrowth Douglas fir trees, the
overwhelming majority of which
have been logged on BC’s coast.
Over the past several years
conservationists have been Dan Phillips, of Phoenix Commotion, reuse
asking the BC government to innovator and popular Ted Talks presenter will
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be a speaker at the international Zero Waste
conference, held at the Coast Bastion Hotel in
Nanaimo from October 2-4.
Phillips is a builder and designer from
Huntsville Texas, who started Phoenix
Commotion, with his wife Marsha, in 1998. The
company proves that constructing homes with
recycled and salvaged materials has a viable
place in the building industry. With a mission
to divert landfill waste while teaching building
skills, Phoenix Commotion creates affordable
housing that are creative masterpieces. In
2003, the company received the award for the
most innovative housing worldwide from the
Institute of Social Invention in London.
‘Ten percent of the average landfill is
reusable building materials,’ says Dan Phillips,
‘In a town of 30,000 people, we throw out
enough materials to build a house every week;
when we have families who can’t afford a
home; that is the height of arrogance.’
Phillips’ presentation will be of interest to
builders, housing advocates, city planners and
individuals interested in reuse and
repurposing, say conference organizers Zero
Waste Canada.

The solutions-based conference will unite
local Zero Waste advocates with international
experts, say organizers. Reusing, salvaging,
repurposing, and conserving materials and
resources will be topics in the diverse program.
Zero Waste’s Canadian and international
organizations
promote
‘continuously
evaluating markets and directing discarded
products and packaging to recover the highest
value according to the following hierarchy:
reuse of the product for its original purpose;
reuse of the product for an alternate purpose;
reuse of its parts; reuse of the materials;
sustainable recycling of inorganic materials in
closed loop systems; sustainable recycling of
inorganic materials in single-use applications;
composting of organic materials to sustain soils
and avoid use of chemical fertilizers; and
composting or mulching of organic materials
to reduce erosion and litter and retain
moisture.’ The organization slogan is, ‘If you’re
not for zero waste, how much waste are you
for?’
Conference earlybird registration is open:
www.zerowastecanada.ca/zero-wastecanada-conference-zwia14. 0
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