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Kayakers silhouetted at sunset of Edith Point, Mayne Island

LNG tankers through the Islands?
Patrick Brown

Two companies are competing to be the first to
establish a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
terminal on the BC coast. They are Kitimat LNG
and Westpac Terminals, both based in Calgary.
Over the past two weeks, both have announced
plans to build combined-cycle, gas-fired,
electricity generating plants in conjunction with
the proposed terminals.
The Kitimat terminal proposal has received
environmental approvals from both the
provincial and federal governments. The
Westpac proposal, originally planned for Ridley
Island near Prince Rupert, has been moved to
Kiddie Point, at the north tip of Texada Island
in the Strait of Georgia. WestPac has
announced that they have now leased 46.5
hectares of land there, and that they plan to
construct a marine jetty and LNG handling
facility for deepsea LNG tankers, LNG storage
facilities, a 600MW gas-fired generating plant,
and connections to both the BC Transmission
500kv electrical line to Vancouver Island, and
the Terasen natural gas pipeline to Vancouver
Island. Both of these lines run across Texada
Island.
WestPac is ‘in the early stages’ of applying
for government approvals, and does not appear
to have reached any agreements with either BC
Hydro (to purchase the electrical power
produced), BC Transmission Corp (to transport
the power), or Terasen (to buy and transport
natural gas from Texada).
WestPac claims that the importing of LNG
by tanker provides a new way for BC to become
energy self-sufficient, and that the provision of

large on-demand ‘firm’ power supports BC
Hydro’s green power strategy by making it
possible to utilize wind and run-of-river power
sources, which may not generate power when it
is most needed. (However, BC’s extensive
hydroelectric generating capacity is already
employed as a ‘balancing’ resource, since its
generators can be turned on and off as
required.)
Said WestPac Director and former AttorneyGeneral Geoff Plant: ‘We hope the BC
Government will agree that we will offer new
and flexible energy options for the province by
allowing power generation using natural gas
that can be imported economically.’
WestPac also claims that the use of a natural
gas-powered generating plant on Texada Island
would enable BC Hydro to decommission the
Burrard Thermal generating plant, thus
improving air quality in the Fraser Valley
airshed. Government policy requires that all
new generating plants produce zero net
greenhouse gas emissions, and that existing
plants reach this target by 2016. It is not clear
how WestPac would reach this ‘zero net’
standard, but the purchase of ‘carbon credits’
might be the answer. At $15 per tonne, the cost
of such credits has been estimated at some $23
million per year, a small price for the possible
electricity sales of $300 million.
WestPac also claims that the company could
make LNG available for vehicles in
neighbouring communities. But there is, at the
LNG, please turn to page 2

Don’t blame us, says Ferry Commission
In its latest Annual Report, the BC Ferry
Commission has put considerable emphasis on
trying to explain what its responsibilities are,
and to explain why it can’t do very much about
the rapid increase in ferry fares.
The Coastal Ferries Act, which set up the
commission as a ‘watchdog’ over BC Ferries
Services Inc, limited its responsibilities to
ensuring that the ferry corporation was run as a
viable business, with an increasing proportion
of its revenue from fares, and a decreasing
proportion from government subsidies.
To quote the Commission’s report: ‘The
Commission is not an ombudsperson acting to
resolve any private disputes with ferry
operators; nor is it a general complaints or
compliments bureau. Further, it is not
responsible for regulating safety or
environmental impacts of ferry operations.’ In
considering fares, the Commission is not
empowered to consider their impact on the
communities served by ferries.

Increasing Fares
Fares, admits the commission, will continue to
rise:
‘Our ruling contains an inflation-related
formula under which BC Ferries could raise
fares considerably faster than the increase in
the consumer price index through 2012.
We built into the price caps a challenge to
the company to improve its overall productivity
by 1% annually. Even so, our ruling means, on
average over the four years of performance
term two, that fares could climb at up to two
times the rate of general inflation on the major
route group, and up to three times on the other
‘non major’ ones.
Behind these relatively rapidly rising price
caps are certain realities:
• underlying costs of ferry service are
climbing due to general inflation in the cost of
labour, fuel and maintenance;
• on top of this, BC Ferries is in a catch-up
FERRIES, please turn to page 3

New treaty includes
some Island shellfish
The Tsawwassen First Nation Final Agreement,
which was recently ratified by members of the band,
includes fishing rights in the Fraser River and
shellfish harvesting rights on Galiano, Mayne,
Saturna, and Tumbo Islands.
The agreement, which recognizes the Tsawwassen
First Nation territorial claim over the Southern Gulf
Islands, has not yet been ratified by the province of
British Columbia or the government of Canada, but
both governments appear to be committed to its
approval.
According to the preamble to the Agreement:
‘Tsawwassen First Nation claim aboriginal rights
based on their assertion of a unique, current and
historical, cultural connection and use, since time
immemorial, to the lands, waters and resources
surrounding those areas of Roberts Bank, the Fraser
River, the Fraser River estuary, Pitt Lake, the Pitt
River, the Serpentine River, the Nicomekl River,
Boundary Bay and the Gulf Islands, that comprise
Tsawwassen Territory in Canada.’
The Gulf Islands claim included Salt Spring, North
and South Pender, Galiano, Mayne, and Saturna
Islands. However, this territorial claim is not
mentioned anywhere else in the agreement, and
appears to be included mainly as historical context.
This broad definition of Tsawwassen Territory
does not play a large part in the agreement, except
for:
• consultation on National Park or NMCA
planning and management in the Territory;
• gathering plants in Provincial Parks, Protected
Areas, or Wildlife Management Areas in the
Territory;
• participation in provincial and federal
environmental management processes in the
Territory.
The 224-page Tsawwassen First Nation Final
Agreement almost totally settles their claim. The only
remnant of that claim that remains is the Intertidal
Bivalve Fishing Area, which includes the entire
intertidal shoreline of Galiano, Mayne, Saturna, and
Tumbo Islands and surrounding islets (but not
Parker Island). However, where this overlaps with a
National Park or a National Marine Conservation
Area, the agreement makes it clear that the National
Park or NMCA regulations take precedence. The
agreement also states that the right is to harvest ‘for
domestic purposes,’ and ‘is limited by measures
necessary for conservation, public health or public
safety.’
It is also clear that the Province has retained the
right to ‘authorize uses and dispositions of foreshore
rights’ even if these affect the Tsawwassen First
Nation harvest, and that harvest, in turn, must not
affect other ‘authorized uses.’
Islands Trust executives say the Trust was
consulted about Tsawwassen First Nations harvesting
rights, and they expect that bivalve harvesting will only
affect small areas of the Islands’ shoreline. ✐

Hottest July
day on record
Record-breaking heat was recorded at
Victoria Airport in Sidney, according to
Environment Canada. July 11 was the
hottest day ever recorded, at 36.3ºC;
breaking a record set on July 16, 1941. It
was preceded by the warmest night ever
recorded, at 19.6ºC.
On Gonzales Hill, where Victoria’s
weather has been recorded since
1898, July 11 saw a temperature of
36ºC, also the highest ever recorded.
After breathing a sigh of relief that,
despite the extreme heat, summer
had really started, July then
presented astonished locals with a few
days of balmy rain.
The July 11 spike, resulted in
higher than normal average daily
temperatures for all July (normal
figures are in brackets): Daily high
23.3ºC (21.9ºC); daily low 12.8ºC
(10.8ºC); mean temperature 18.1ºC
(16.4ºC).
The rainy days gave a monthly
precipitation total of 31.8mm, more
than 50% above the norm for July.
However July’s wet ones were nothing
like July 20, 1993 when it rained
50mm—now that’s wet! ✐

And the
nominees are...
The nomination period for two vacant
Local Trustee positions has closed, with
two candidates nominated to run in the
Hornby Island by-election and two in the
South Pender Island by-election.
Nominated for the Hornby Island
Trustee position are George Buvyer and
Tony Law. The South Pender Island
candidates are Richard Rue and Wendy
Scholefield.
An Election by Voting will take place
on August 25. Those elected will serve
until the current term of office ends in
early December 2008.
The by-elections will fill two vacant
Local Trustee positions for the remainder
of the 2005-2008 term of office. The
positions became vacant this spring
following the resignation of former
Hornby Trustee Cari St Pierre and the
death of former South Pender Trustee
John Henshaw.
Information about the nominees,
voter qualifications and registration,
voting times and places has published in
local newspapers throughout the Hornby
TRUSTEES, please turn to page 9
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph: 250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com
ONE LEASE SPACE AT HOPE BAY
Oceanfront
Oceanfront
prof
essional space
professional
on Pender
Pender Island.

Call for
es:
for info
info on our reasonable
reasonable rat
rates:
250.539.4080 or email info@hopeba
yrising.com
ising.com
info@hopebayr

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

North Pender Island
Your Security Is Important OCP Hearing
To Us … Patrick Brown
Dealing With Government–XXX

It’s now more than five years since 9/11 and a few months since
the federal government announced a Canadian no-fly list. At the
time I was under the impression that we already had one, and I
imagine it was interesting news to anyone who thought they
might have been on such a list.
What’s more, the government promised to start with a clean
sheet of paper, or a blank screen, or whatever. The new list has
not been compiled from any old lists by the RCMP, CSIS, Tim
Horton’s, or anyone else. Talk about fairness! Everyone has an
equal chance of being included on the new one, by mistake or
legitimately.
When announcing ‘our’ list, the Transport Minister described
it thus: ‘This made-in-Canada program will add another layer of
security to our aviation system while maintaining efficiency and
ensuring the privacy and human rights of Canadians are
protected.’
Statements of this type by cabinet ministers very seldom
stand up to detailed analysis, and this one is no exception.
‘Another layer’ implies that this layer is on top of restricting the
carriage of shampoo and toothpaste; ‘maintaining efficiency’
implies that what we have now is efficient; ‘ensuring the privacy
and human rights of Canadians are protected’ seems to exclude
non-Canadians from this concern, and possibly from the list.
Maybe non-Canadians are to be treated by a totally different
justice system (injustice system?), like non-Americans
(including Canadians) may now be in the US.
Actually, it’s not called a no-fly list—it’s the ‘Passenger Protect
Program.’ The name must have been suggested by the Ministry
of Alliteration, who also invented the Public-Private Partnership
(or P3), with which it is not to be confused. These are the same
people who renamed the prison service Corrections Canada, not
to be confused with Corporations Canada (the Prime Minister’s
Office).
SECURITY, please turn to page 6
LNG from page 1
moment, no LNG fuelling infrastructure or vehicles in BC, and
LNG has not been successfully marketed as an alternative fuel
anywhere in North America; it has only been used by a few utility
companies for their own service vehicles.

Importing LNG to North America
Both Kitimat and Westpac are looking ahead with their
proposals, and the power generation idea may be a means of
ensuring some early cash flow to attract investors. (Much the
same strategy has been used by ‘run-of-river’ power generation
companies in BC, whose initial investments in water licenses,
environmental approvals, and proposals have resulted in
contracts with BC Hydro that they can then ‘take to the bank’ to
finance construction.)
Both companies have previously indicated that they are
looking at the US market as a destination for the imported gas,
and either BC facility would be major trans-shipment point for
the continent.

Background
There is a gradual decline in gas production from the Western
Canada Sedimentary Basin, the major historical source of
natural gas for both Canada and the US. Gas prices, over the past
few years have been volatile but generally rising, often
responding unpredictably to supplies, gas in storage, and winter
weather. Gas is also being used for electricity generation across
the continent. Market prices are affected by active speculation in
gas futures.
In addition, future North American gas sources may well be
completely spoken for by the energy needs associated with
Alberta’s tar sands oil extraction processes. This may lead to
future shortages in North America, and higher prices. As a result,
there are over fifty new LNG unloading/gasification facilities
proposed around North America. These new facilities have met
with significant opposition from environmental groups and
those concerned that they may become terrorist targets.

Safety
It should be pointed out that LNG shipping around the world has
an excellent fifty-year safety record. There are currently in
operation more than 150 deep-sea LNG tankers. LNG is a liquid
at -162ºC, and is carried in insulated double-hulled vessels.
Natural gas, being lighter than air, does not accumulate if it
escapes, but the gas (not the liquid) is flammable at a critical
gas/air ratio, and potentially explosive in a confined space. This
leads to a situation with a very low probability of accident and a

Over 150 Pender Islanders gave up part of a beautiful Saturday
afternoon on July 28 to attend a Public Hearing on the new
Official Community Plan, Bylaw 171. Some idea of how orderly
and civilized this meeting was may be gleaned from the fact that
no public address system was used, despite taking place in the
sound-gobbling expanse of the school gym. There was only the
occasional request for a speaker to turn up the volume; the
audience applauded people they agreed with, and applauded
people they didn’t agree with.
North Pender Local Trust Committee Chair Gisele Rudischer
kept order with a tiny bell, limiting speakers to three minutes at
a time, though some spoke several times. And to cap it off, the
meeting finished an hour ahead of its allotted four hours.
The proposed OCP bylaw has been nearly four years in the
making; several of the speakers at the hearing noted that they
had attended upwards of forty meetings. There was much praise
for the efforts of trustees, Trust planning staff, and volunteers in
creating this lengthy document. The Bylaw has received first
reading, and over the next few weeks trustees will consider
submissions to the hearing, written comments, and the results of
referrals before deciding whether to give the bylaw second and
third readings.
At the hearing, the main points of discussion revolved around
protection of the environment, a major emphasis of the bylaw.
Among the goals of the OCP, immediately following ‘2) To
preserve and protect the rural character of North Pender Island’
are three key clauses:
‘3) To identify and protect environmentally sensitive areas
and at-risk species and their habitats.
4) To establish a network of protected areas.
5) To recognize that the Island’s social and economic
environments flow from an interrelationship with its natural
ecosystems, that land and water sustain life and ecosystems and
their use in the community and environmental interest must
supercede individual and private interests.’
These goals are the basis for two distinct strategies. The first
OCP, please turn to page 9

long-term tradition of safe handling, but severe consequences if
something goes wrong: a difficult danger to judge.
As a result of these concerns, virtually all proposals for LNG
facilities on the west coast of the US have been delayed; the only
one that appears to be going ahead is in Mexico. The only other
proposal on the west coast with the necessary approvals is the
Kitimat LNG scheme.
Thus the WestPac proposal for Texada Island, besides being
well located to connect to Terasen’s existing gas line, is seen as
suitable as a processing and trans-shipment point to the US,
particularly to Cherry Point, Washington. This would mean that,
in addition to deep-sea LNG tankers entering the Strait of
Georgia, there could also be smaller CNG tankers or barges
exiting BC’s inside waters. These would not pose any particular
danger, but would require careful routing and scheduling.

Shipping From Around The World
The LNG could come from many locations around the Pacific
Ocean: Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, South America; also the
middle east. WestPac expects that some 36 deep-sea LNG
tankers per year would visit the Texada Island facility. These
ships, which have a capacity of up to 165,000 cubic metres of
LNG (multiply by 600 to determine for the amount of natural
gas) would be an estimated 1,000ft long, 150ft wide, and would
draw 37ft of water when loaded; a loaded tonnage of 120,000.
Ships would need pilots and accompanying tugs.

Shipping Route
Tankers are capable of traveling at 19 knots, but would travel
much more slowly once in inside waters. The tankers’ route
would be through the Strait of Juan de Fuca, around Victoria, up
Haro Strait and through the Gulf Islands, through Boundary
Pass, past Saturna, Mayne, Galiano, Valdes, and Gabriola
Islands (crossing a number of busy ferry routes), past the navy
torpedo range off Nanoose, Hornby Island, Lasqueti Island, and
on to dock at Kiddie Point, within sight of Savary Island.
As an example of the impact on shipping, current US Coast
Guard regulations require that LNG tankers be surrounded by a
‘safety and security zone’ where no other vessels are allowed.
This zone is two miles ahead of the vessel, one mile behind, and
500–1000 yards on either side.
The Victoria Times-Colonist has called for public hearings.
Says WestPac president Mark Butler: ‘We will actively consult
the community and are committed to treat any concerns with
thoughtful regard and consideration.’ ✐

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
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• Bed & Breakfasts
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
We’re in the heart of summer: sunshine is the default weather, at
last; people are in vacation mode, hiking, boating, swimming,
biking and lolling about; plenty of sunny leisure opportunities—
you could swim today, tomorrow or sometime next week;
blackberries still ahead; the rellies are still eager to come and
bask in nature at your house; having a ferry reservation is more
than advisable; and there might be a lineup at the store!
(Full-time Islanders will try to recall this beguiling time when
there is snow on the ground, the power is out, the ferry needs
ship-to-shore power, the roads are icy and the Hydro repair crew
are greeted like long-lost friends!)
Summer usually has a wedding or two. Everyone knows it is
tough to get anyone to turn out for a meeting unless the food is
fabulous, there is a fire or some government agency has done
something extraordinarily stupid! People sit around and watch
the falling stars from the Pleiades meteor shower, or bumblebees
working the sages, lavender, oregano and hollyhocks, or they
look for huge purple starfish cramming together into rock
crevices.

Summer Workers
Meanwhile there is a cadre of hard-working people that keep all
our businesses up and running during this busy season. Many of
the young folk, ours and those who have ‘found’ Saturna, are
working for next winter’s school expenses, rent and food bills.
These folks work hard—sometimes two shifts and they add a
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Learn more about Victoria
through her buildings

lovely liveliness and freshness to local businesses. As long as they
can find a place to live, there’s work 24 hours-a-day and then
some!

Heritage Status

The Saturna Island Local Trust held a public information
meeting at the Community Hall on July 28, attended by about 45
people. Brian Hollingshead chaired the meeting with Tom
Johnstone. Gary Steeves, our chair from North Pender was
regrettably unable to attend as there was an OCP Hearing on
North Pender.
Gary Richardson, Saturna’s Islands Trust planner gave
updates on the progress and considerations under review for an
application from the Saturna Community Club for endorsement
of heritage status for the Community Hall.
Jacques Campbell, president of the Community Club made a
presentation briefly outlining the group’s efforts to meet the
heritage status requirements and explaining why the
Community Club values this status. Dan Thachuk gave a history
of what has transpired so far in the process and explained the
detailed report submitted.
Pat Carney pointed out that many small communities lose
their ‘icon’ buildings and come to regret it. In her extensive West
Coast travels she has seen many Community Halls of the vintage
and style of ours and with the same community value.
SATURNA, please turn to page 5

We Have Reservations …

This summer the Architectural Institute of British Columbia
(AIBC) is offering architectural walking tours in Victoria.
Popular with both locals and tourists, the Victoria Walking Tours
have six different routes, each offering participants a different
flavour of the city. The Victoria Walking Tours feature five
architectural perspectives of Victoria, including:
1. The Inner Harbour
2. The Site of Fort Victoria
3. Old Town and Chinatown
4. Ecclesiastical Architecture
5. Art Deco and Moderne in Victoria.
The AIBC website www.aibc.ca has downloadable brochures
of all tours available.
The inexpensive 1.5–2-hour tours run rain or shine, Tuesday
to Saturday. Led by University of Victoria student Kelly Dunning,
tours begin at the Victoria Community Arts Council (downtown
Victoria in the Sussex Building Courtyard at 1001 Douglas
Street). Full tour details at www.aibc.ca. ✐

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Notice of Disposition of Land / Offer For Sale
In compliance with section 187 of the Local Government Act, the Capital Regional District
hereby gives notice of its intention to offer for sale the fee simple interest in the following
lands:
All those parts of PID 000-586-099 Lot 1, Sec. 2, Galiano Is., Cowichan District, Plan 41346;
and PID 000-586-102 Lot 2, Sec. 2, Galiano Is., Cowichan District, Plan 41346 shown as Lots
1, 2, 3 and 4 on sketch plan below.

FERRIES from page 1
phase of accelerated renewal of its ships and
terminals with which we concur;
• the backlog of extra fuel costs paid by BC
Ferries (not expected to be recovered by fuel
surcharges by March 2008) are to be recovered
from ferry customers in future; and
• on the six ‘non-major’ route groups,
government contributions are growing, but not
as fast as BC Ferries’ total revenue needs, even
when the Province’s higher funding for the
north, mentioned above, and a contribution to
pay down the fuel cost backlog, are counted.
Faster growth in fare revenue must bridge the
gap between the growth rate of revenues and
government contributions. This explains in part
the faster-climbing price cap for the non-major
groups versus the major group, which receives
no taxpayer funding and is not subject to this
effect.’

Government Portion
Declining
This last paragraph explains in a roundabout
way that the provincial government
contribution is, as planned, becoming an ever
smaller proportion of the total revenue needs of
the ferry corporation. These revenue needs
include not only increasing operating and fuel
costs, but also increasing capital costs for new
ferries, and also a designated profit, part of
which is returned to the provincial government.
Before the ‘privatization’ of BC Ferries, the
capital costs of new ships were financed by the
government, and the corporation was not
expected to make a profit; the government
setting fares at a level which considered the
needs of passengers as well as the financial
needs of the corporation.
FERRIES, please turn to page 9

These vacant 2.01 hectare (4.97 acre) rural residential sites are located on Bluff Road on
Galiano Island immediately adjacent to proposed Lot 5 (Matthews Point Regional Park
Reserve) fronting Active Pass.
Information about the land is available from the Listing Realtors and in the Disclosure
Statement filed with the Superintendent of Real Estate Suite 1200 – 13450 102nd Avenue,
Surrey, BC V3T 5X3. Please direct all offers and questions regarding this disposition to:
Hedi Kottner or Ron Taylor
Windermere Galiano Island Realty, 23 Madrona Drive, P.O. Box 99
Galiano Island, B.C. V0N 1P0
Telephone: 250-539-2250

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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The next federal election has started early in Saanich–Gulf
Islands. Candidates have been nominated for the Green
Party (Andrew Lewis), the Liberal Party (Briony Penn), and
the New Democratic Party (Julian West). It is reasonable to
expect that the Conservative Party will renominate Gary
Lunn, who has won the seat several times under various
conservative banners: Reform and then new Conservatives.
Mr Lunn is Minister of Natural Resources in the current
minority government led by Steven Harper. As a loyal
minister and spear-carrier, he has wholeheartedly
supported the break-neck and environmentally disastrous
expansion of Alberta’s tar sands oil industry, even to the
extent of trumpeting his enthusiasm for the use of nuclear
power to provide for its massive energy needs. He has also
supported the use of tankers to ship petroleum products to
and from ports on BC’s inside passage. He finds no
contradiction in requiring Alaskan tanker traffic to
‘voluntarily’ stay out of our waters, while insisting that

Readers’ Letters
Litres Explained
Dear Editor:
Regarding Island Tides, July 26, 2007, page 9: Barry Mathias,
‘Water in Paradise,’ speaks of a ‘cubic’ litre, which is incorrect as
a litre is a volumetric measure. Wikipedia defines a litre as
follows:
‘A litre is the volume of a cube with sides of 10 cm. One litre
of water at 3.98 degrees centigrade weighs 1 kilogram.’
David Schumacher, Galiano Island

Those Low Flushers
Dear Editor:
While CRD Director Susan DeGryp and Mayne Island Integrated
Water Systems Society appreciate the support given by Priscilla
Ewbank in her Saturna Notes column (July 26), clarification is
required in reference to low flush toilet rebates.
The Salt Spring Island Electoral District amendment which
was mentioned did not grant access to an low flush toilet (LFT)
rebate program, but did allow for the purchase of an aerator by a
Salt Spring Improvement District for better water quality.
The only low flush toilet (LFT) rebate programs available in
Southern Gulf Islands Electoral District are for those living
within the boundaries of a water district that has its own LFT
rebate program. When you purchase an LFT in a Victoria store
confusion arises because the $75 rebate, for which they may say
you qualify, is offered only to the residents of Greater Victoria.
Often stores are not aware of the qualifications for this rebate.
Mary Cooper, Chair, Mayne Island Integrated Water Society

Split Up The Riding
Dear Editor:
As former residents of the Gulf Islands who left in frustration
over the failure of the Trust to deal with many issues including
the failure of the Trust to fulfill their mandate to preserve and
protect the lifestyle and unique environment of the Gulf Islands,
we have two opinions.
First: Electoral boundaries for the Gulf Islands and North
Saanich need to be redrawn to be more representative of their
unique populations and geography. Why should Sannich be part
of the Southern Gulf Islands? And the answer is…. It gives
control of the whole region to the undesirable conservative
elements. Any all-candidates meeting you go to in Sidney is
biased in favour of the incumbent who happens to be living in
Sidney!
Secondly: The Islands Trust Act mandates The Trust as a
corporation which is exempt from corporate requirements
unless required by the Minister. The Act states that the Trust can
only acts in a recommending capacity. So effectively they are not
the governing body of the Gulf Islands. So, who is? And why are
we led to believe that the Islands Trust has legislative power to
decide things like the preserve and protect mandate when they
do not have such a legal standing?
Sue Hiscocks and Jim Wright, Victoria

Cameras Lost & Found
Water Taxi
Eco-Tours Whale Encounters
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction

tankers carrying Canadian petroleum shipments pose no
conceivable hazard. He has gone along quietly with his
government’s decision to ditch the multiparty Green Plan.
Mr Lunn won the Saanich–Gulf Islands riding in the last
election with 37% of the vote, a minority which echoed his party’s
national share. Given his record as Minister, it is not surprising
that all three candidates nominated to oppose him have
significant records of environmental activism. This can be taken
as a clear indication that nearly two-thirds of Saanich–Gulf
Islands voters oppose the positions he takes, indeed spearheads,
in the current government.
Were he a faithful representative of all his constituents, he
would have considerable difficulty with his conscience in
carrying out his promotional work, and in fact should probably
have refused the cabinet position he worked to get. Instead, he
has been a good Ottawa man for his entire political career.
Come federal election time, it is possible that the three
opposition candidates will split the vote. Or maybe it really is
time for a change …. ✐

Dear Editor:
Although we live in the west of Scotland we have many
connections with the Gulf Islands. Our first trip came in the late
eighties when we visited my husband’s Great Aunt and Uncle,
Marjorie and Fergie Blane, on Saturna Island. We visited many
times, eventually taking our two kids along too. After Fergie and
Marjorie’s deaths we have continued to visit, staying with our
friend Lill Cunningham. We had hoped to visit this year at the

end of our ‘Grand Tour,’ but alas the Island was full to bursting
so we changed our plans and decided to try Salt Spring for size.
Although we found the pace much faster than Saturna we
enjoyed our stay at Seabreeze and our visit to the Saturday
market. With thoughts of a transatlantic flight the following day
we decided to chill out for a couple of hours before catching the
ferry from Long Harbour to Tsawwassen. With this in mind we
drove to Ruckle Park where we enjoyed a couple of hours in the
sun.
On our way back to the ferry we suddenly realized we had no
camera—our brand new $250 dollar digital camera which had
almost 200 shots of our tour—Glacier, Yellowstone, Columbia
Gorge, St Helens, Rainier and Olympic National Park as well as
our Island shots. We rushed back but no luck—it was gone. We
think it must have dropped from the side pocket of the car as we
closed the door in the parking lot just at the barrier.
We didn’t have time to search extensively—almost missed the
ferry anyway! We would, of course, love to have the camera back
and are more than happy to meet costs, but even the memory
card with the shots on it would be better than nothing! The
camera is an HP Photosmart and was in an old Olympus case. It
was so new the stickers are still on it!
If any of your readers came across our camera we’d love to
hear from them, e-mail: richardbeattie@btinternet.com.
Richard & Marion Beattie, Scotland
Dear Editor:
A digital camera was found on Galiano Island in June. The
person calling to reclaim the camera would have to describe
it and give details of what is on the camera’s memory.
The owner of the camera can call my cell at 604-879-4448
and leave a message, I will call them back.
Sylvie Beauregard, Galiano Island

Re: Magic Lake Estates Water System
The following open letter, dated July 18, was written to the CRD
and copied to Island Tides for publication
Dear Sirs:
I am in receipt of a letter under your letterhead, dated July 10,
2007 addressed to Magic Lake property owners, reporting on a
number conclusions and indicating an Open House will be held
on August 11, 2007.
In this letter you cite a number of problems with the system,
and a number of actions that are recommended for providing
remedies. You go on to say the remedies will cost, in order of
magnitude, six million dollars.
The letter states that the: ‘tax increase would ultimately
amount to $576 per household/year increase. This increase
would be spread over a number of years. This statement, I
believe, is confusing and/or misleading. Since there are between
1,000 and 1,100 properties, the cost per lot would have to be in
the order of $6,000 per lot. If the number $576 is chosen as an
annual payment, then, with interest, the payment period would
extend to something like 12-15 years. Those numbers, for a
number of vacation properties, seem very steep.
A quick review of my bills over the recent years indicates that
our property paid $604.18 in 2006, $734.66 in 2006, and
$805.54 this year for part-time vacation water use. Comparing
this to our primary residence in Delta where we paid $314 this
year for full time residential use, I am dismayed by the costs and
the increases being seen, even without the massive increase
projected.
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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THURSDAYS

The Fishery Afloat

10am-1pm: Poets Cove, S. Pender
1:30-5pm: Port Browning, N. Pender

BC’s best wild-only salmon,
live local crab, fresh halibut
& other seasonal seafood

11am-5pm: Maple Bay, Vancouver Is.
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FOR ADVANCE ORDERS
call 250-537-3474 or
email fish@saltspring.com

FRIDAYS

• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters

SATURDAYS

REMOVE:

9am-1pm: Sturdies Bay, Galiano
1:30-5pm: Miners Bay, Mayne

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

SUNDAYS
11am-5pm: Montague Marina, Galiano

320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Friday to Sunday, August 17 to 19

Artisans 2007—traditional and contemporary arts and crafts
show: pottery, jewellery, weaving, woodwork, paintings, quilts,
glassworks, photography, paper art and much more; artisan
demonstrations on the weekends • Mary Winspear Cultural
Centre (Hwy 17 and Beacon Avenue) • 10am–5pm daily • Free
admission • Info: 250-654-0127 • IN SIDNEY-BY-THE-SEA

Vancouver Island Exhibition
2007—‘Farmer for a Day’, 4H Club,
Petting farm, Tour De Roc, Vintage
Tractors and more: World Professional
Bull-riding, Terrance B & hypno dog,
Avatar Circus Project, Songbird Talent
Search; Headlining: Damian Marshall,
Hedley, plus 9 other bands sharing the
stage plus more fairground activity than
space allows • Beban Park Fair Grounds
• 8am daily • Tickets: Advance Adult 3day pass at Woodgrove Centre Customer
Service (cash only) $22, Children 6&under free, Seniors (65+)
$6.00 exception Fri $3.00, Caregivers free, Ages (7-12) $3 Youth
(13-18) $6, Adults(19-64) $9; Saturday only: Before 6pm ticket
prices apply, after 6pm add $5, 6&under free • Info: 250-7583247, www.viex.ca • IN NANAIMO

David Cooper

Now till August 12

Now till September 15
DAVID COOPER

Chemainus Theatre Summer Festival: Cole Porter’s 1930s
musical comedy Anything Goes and
Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Nile,
Wednesdays–Sundays till September 15,
tickets $29-$64. Kidzplay series:
Munschworx — six great stories by
Robert Munsch: ages 4 and up (bring an
adult), 11am Wednesday–Saturday (1hour show), July 18–September 1, tickets
$8 @ box office 1-800-565-7738 • Info:
www.chemainustheatrefestival.ca • IN
CHEMAINUS

Saturdays till September
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great
food, listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info:
Deborah Roberts, 250-539-2107 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sun to Thurs, August 19 to 23
Equestrian Clinic—with international riding master JeanClaude Racinet; he will show his expertise in classical French
horsemanship in several riding lessons ; he brings his own design
of dressage saddle • Info: anyone wishing to audit these unique
proceedings please contact Ann Watson, 250-653-4184 • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

August 22 to 23 & 25 to 26

Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—‘Come drop by ’cuz you
just never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet!’ Fresh local
produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art and artisan works. •
Community Hall, Bedwell Harbour Road • Every Saturday
9:30am–1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

An excellent Gulf Islands art experience—two workshops
with master bookbinder, calligrapher and stone carver Tanja
Bolenz from Germany • BOOKBINDING: Wed–Thurs, Aug 22–23,
$150+$15 materials; SILVER GILDING TECHNIQUES FOR LETTERING
AND WATERCOLOURS: Sat–Sun, Aug 25–26, $150+$10 materials •
Denman Island Arts Centre • Info and registration: 1-888-3351221, www.artsdenman.com • ON DENMAN ISLAND

Thursdays, August 9, 16 & 30

Thurs to Sun, Aug 23 to Sept 2

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS AUG 9: Black Gold
(2006) Documentary looks at coffee and global trade through an
Ethiopian collective’s perspective; THURS AUG 16: Spring,
Summer, Fall, Winter... and Spring (2003) A monk teaches the
ways of Buddha to a boy; THURS AUG 30: Crossing the Bridge:
The Sounds of Istanbul (2006) Music and culture of Turkey and
the Eastern Mediterranean • Community Hall • 7:30pm •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org, click
‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

21st
Annual
Victoria
Fringe
Festival—nine venues filled with live
international comedy, drama, dance,
music, and poetry—see 10 shows for just
$65! • Fringekids Fest Sat, Aug 25, 11am4pm in Market Square is totally free, with
live entertainment, crafts, and more •
Tickets
&
Info:
250-383-2663,
www.victoriafringe.com • IN VICTORIA

Thurs to Sat, August 9 to 11

Saturday, August 25

Shakespeare in the Park:
The Tempest—directed by
Libby Mason, with a world-class
cast including Mort Ranson,
local professionals and emerging
talent • Mouat’s Park • 7pm •
Tickets: $15 / under-18: $8, at
the gate and at ArtSpring • Info: 250-537-2102,
www.graffititheatre.ca • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Pender Islands Fall Fair—parade, exhibits, entertainment,
food, booths, displays, games, beer garden, dinner and dance
with a great band • Pender Island Community Hall • Gates open
10am, parade 10:30am • Entry catalogues: Saturday Farmers
Market & usual outlets, entries 50¢ to early registration deadline
of Aug 19, entries after 75¢ • Admission: Adults $5, 5-16 years $1,
Under 5 years FREE • Info: Dianne Allison 250-629-3372 •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, August 11

‘Arts on the Avenue’ 9th Annual Street Arts Festival—
juried arts and fine crafts, one-day show and sale of many artists;
live entertainment all day, artists demos; silent art auction; enjoy
Ladysmith’s Heritage by the Sea • First Avenue at Roberts
Street, short drive from Crofton ferry terminal • 10am-4pm •
Info: 250-245-2259 • IN DOWNTOWN LADYSMITH

Galiano Wine Festival—wines from up-and-coming local
producers and around the world;
local
cheese
to
taste
and purchase; music by Brad
Prevedoros; raffle, silent auction,
refreshments, souvenir crystal
wine glass; fundraiser for the Galiano
Health Centre • Lions Park • 1–4pm •
Tickets: $30 @ door or Ken Smith at 250-539-3506 or
5star@islandtimebc.com • Info: www.galianoisland.com •
ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, August 11 & 12
Coombs Fair—4-H & open displays,
animals, arts & crafts, domestic
science, horticulture & more;
blacksmithing, spinning & weaving,
beekeeping & master gardening
demos; live music, games, food & fun
for whole family • Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford Road, behind
Coombs General Store • SAT: 8am–6pm, SUN: 8am–5pm •
Tickets at gate • Info: Janet Boley 250-752-9757,
www.coombsfair.com • IN COOMBS, VANCOUVER ISLAND

LETTERS from previous page
Earlier in your letter you make mention of volume
consumption per lot and state that it is high. When one considers
that the average off-season occupancy is only about 25%, those
numbers seem exceedingly high. You go on to say it is believed
‘the water consumption is on the customers’ side.’ I recall we
have invested some several hundred thousand dollars in this
study to date, but you haven’t isolated the leaks or seemingly
reduced the possibilities to a short-list which can be remedied. I
am disappointed.
There is no indication as to the process by which we property
owners will look at the conclusions and recommendations,
discuss them and then decide.
• Will there be a referendum?
• What procedures are in place?
• Does this committee have the power to order a referendum,
and then increase taxes?
• Will you proceed in the absence of a government grant to
cover a substantial portion?
I understand the system is aging. However, with the good
governance that we can expect of the CRD you must have been
making incremental repairs and replacements to the system over
time. Unfortunately in reading the letter, I get the uncomfortable
sense that the system is about to collapse, partly as a result of a
lack of attention over time. Surely you don’t want this sense to
become commonly held belief.
Exploring the CRD website provided me with minutes of a
May 8 meeting lasting about 2 hours, but no detail or any other
reference to this major project. Where and how might I become
better informed, aside from and in advance of the open house?
Ian D Robertson, Pender Island ✐

Sunday, August 26

Saturday, September 1
Labour Day Weekend 10th Annual LIVE
Jazz Dance—a Saturna tradition! featuring
Toni Blodgett’s JAZZ TROUPE—dancing
and/or listening; cash bar, light fare
refreshments • Saturna Community Hall •
8-11pm • Advance tickets $17.50, at the door
$21 • Info & Tickets: Paul White, 250-539-9883,
jazzbeau@telus.net • ON SATURNA ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!
islandtides@islandtides.com

SATURNA from page 3
Paul White, Island jazz connoisseur and player asserted that
there are many good reasons why the hall is an excellent
candidate for heritage status and the one he can attest to is the
marvelous acoustics and the excellent dance floor!
On the issue of short term rentals, Trustees Brian and Tom
briefly outlined the process so far. The Trustees commented on
the work of other Islands to deal with this issue which blurs
commercial and residential use.
Many people weighed in on the issue; the comments were
wide-ranging and thought-provoking. Jim Campbell reminded
the assembled that at the end of the day the trustees decision has
to uphold the mandate of the trust—to preserve and protect the
unique amenities of the Trust Area. The Local Trust Committee’s
next meeting is August 15 at the Rec Centre.

August Events
Saturna’s Ecological Education Centre is starting its summer
sessions for kids. All are welcome and day visits are just fine.
Contact Steve Dunsmuir for further information.
The Ninth Annual Saturna Island Regatta is Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, August 24-26. If you are not participating, you can
view the event from sea level at Thomson Park or from a Brown
Ridge vantage point.
On August 25 the Boot Cove Lyall Harbour Water System will
hold its AGM at the hall. All 142 users are invited to attend.
Despite summer weather, interest may be high—as the water
level gets lower and growing use restrictions raise the
community consciousness.
Happy summer to all of us. Please remember to conserve
water and be conscious of the extreme fire rating that we now
have. Contact any local store if you are unsure of fire burning
protocol. ✐
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Tours cement BC history
When you think of BC’s history, cement doesn’t immediately
spring to mind.
But at Bamberton, the site of an old cement plant just south
of Duncan, people are always surprised by the major role the
Bamberton cement plant played in the province’s past, says
Maureen Alexander, president of the Bamberton Historical
Society. After all, how interesting could cement be?
‘It’s much more interesting than you would think, given that
it’s the history of cement,’ Alexander laughs. ‘Most people know
there was a cement plant here, but few people know how
significant it was in BC’s history. Bamberton cement literally
built every major project in BC in the 1940s, 50s and 60s. All the
big dam projects, road construction, airports, the Deas Tunnel
under the Fraser River in Richmond used cement from
Bamberton; there was no other cement plant in BC until the
1970s. Bamberton cement was also used in building projects in
many other countries. Freighters from all around the world used
to call in here,’ she says.
Alexander operates the Bamberton Historical Society, which
runs interpretive walking tours of the Bamberton site and
maintains a museum and archives of its colourful past. The site
is being reclaimed by Victoria’s Three Point Properties, which
has proposed a multi-stage residential development on the site.
Bamberton was a boom town for decades, where workers
made high wages and families prospered. Its decline began in the
1970s, when it couldn’t compete with the computerized
efficiency of new cement plants in Vancouver. It closed down in
the 1980s.
This summer’s interpretive tours take visitors around the old
company village, including the main street and a majestic view of
the original quarry. The 90-minute tours begin at the original
plant manager’s house, which also houses the Historical
Society’s museum of photographs and artifacts. The museum
shop sells a specially-produced DVD called Bamberton: Gone
But Not Forgotten, which tells the story of a BC boom town that
eventually went bust, and of a product that, when first
manufactured, employed a process so secret it was protected by
armed guards.
‘Kids enjoy the tours because it’s an eye-opener to what life
was like in the 1930s. They get a kick out of the old house; life was
pretty basic back then. They also enjoy the visit to the old quarry.
For them, it’s like standing on the edge of the Grand Canyon,’
says Alexander. ‘People from historical clubs and walking clubs
enjoy it. For groups of people who can’t manage the walk we offer
ride-along guides if the group has their own minibus. It’s a
working industrial and reclamation site, so there’s no other
opportunity to see the site except through our tour. Even people
who know some of the history are amazed by the impact
Bamberton had on BC.’
Walking tours of the Bamberton lands take place Saturdays
and Sundays until early September. For tour bookings and times,
contact Maureen Alexander at 250-743-9196 or at
dalexander2@shaw.ca. ✐
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Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help
keep all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.50) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of
you who have given subscriptions. And
keep those lovely letters coming. We
paste them all in our scrapbooks!

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.
Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
800-663-2558 • 604-946-5421

Photo: Helen Schnare, www.henny.ca

Beaver enjoying the rain...

Islands Trust, BC Hydro to help islanders save energy
Susie Washington Smyth

Our actions to help solve the climate crises do make a difference.
Since the movie An Inconvenient Truth was shown on screens
last year, awareness has grown worldwide about the importance
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. And, as more of us have
become more informed, there has been a demand for change.
Governments are beginning to move, not as fast as many of us
want (particularly at the federal level) but policies, incentives and
regulations are being developed by local and provincial
governments to promote responsible change.
The Islands Trust is no exception. Trust Council has come to
recognize that the Trust Area is especially vulnerable to the
effects of climate change and that we all need to make changes to
address the potential impacts.
The Islands Trust, BC Hydro and the Canadian Institute for
Climate Studies at University of Victoria met and agreed to work
together on a two pronged strategy. One approach is to help
Islanders find ways to reduce emissions (this is called
mitigation). The second is to look at ways to help island
communities adapt to the effects of a changing climate. Things
we didn’t think of 10 years ago, (eg: spring streamflow, early
SECURITY from page 2
In fact, the government was advised by a professor
specializing in human rights that it should advise people in
advance that they are on the list, presumably so their names will
be spelt correctly. That would give people a chance to appeal
before they try to fly anywhere.
And, like any good Canadian system, there’s an ‘efficient,
non-judicial appeal process.’ Or you can appeal to the ‘efficient,
non-judicial’ Commission for Public Complaints against the
RCMP, or take the case to Federal Court, which may not be so
efficient or non-judicial.
We are assured that you’ve got to be really suspected of really
being a real threat to air safety before you will really be included
on the new list. It will be created ‘case-by-case’ by an advisory
group led by Transport Canada and including the usual suspects
—the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) and the
RCMP. You need both these agencies because experience
indicates that they don’t share information much, whether it is
correct or not. Both agencies also have a policy of neither
confirming nor denying anything publicly.
They’ll review the list every 30 days: weeks and weeks of
useful work.
Those who might be concerned about the integrity of the PPP
list-making process will be relieved to hear that these agencies
have whistle-blowers. In the case of the RCMP, many of them
actually have whistles. But a recent report of the Senate legal and
constitutional affairs committee complained that employees of
CSIS are not covered by the whistle-blower protection in
Canada’s New Government’s ethics legislation.
This appears to mean that any of our spies who spy on any of
our other spies are not protected from other spies who may be
spying on them. You can see why they too should have whistles.
Of course, CSIS declined to comment on the Senate
committee comments.
So what happens when you go to catch a plane? Your airline
will be required to screen passengers against the PPP list using a
‘secure on-line program.’ When they identify someone who is on
the list, the airline will ‘contact the government for confirmation
and a decision about whether to allow the passenger to board’
(Globe & Mail, October 28, 2006).
How this will work isn’t clear, but imagine a telephone ringing

runoff, fall drought, combined storm surge/tides/sea level rise)
now need to be considered in island planning processes.
In terms of mitigation measures, the Trust is working with BC
Hydro to help Islanders reduce emissions. A first step is to
conduct a series of walk-through energy audits of sample
commercial/business and residential properties on three islands
(Saturna, Gabriola and Salt Spring), with the pilot audits running
from June to September.
The purpose of these audits is threefold: to gain an
understanding of how energy is being used on the islands; to
help identify ways that the participants can save energy by
retrofits or operational changes and; to provide examples of how
similar businesses and residences can save energy, money and
reduce emissions.
There is already broadly based support in the Trust Area for
such a program. For example, local conservancies on several
Islands identified climate change as a priority issue and have
been encouraging their trustees to become more proactive. Salt
Spring has an active energy task force which has developed a
ENERGY, please turn to page 9

in a darkened bedroom. In the gloom, an arm appears from
under the covers, fumbles with the handset …
A voice on the telephone: ‘Allo, Monsieur Stockwell Day?’
The arm: ‘Yuh, Ministry of Homeland Security, or whatever…
The voice: ‘C’est le duty officer, Transport Ministry, PPP
division, sir. We’ve got someone on the no-fly list, sir. Name of
Smith.’
The arm: ‘There’s only two people on the list, and they’re both
named Smith. Which one is it?’
The voice: ‘John Smith, sir.’
The arm: ‘How do you know it’s the real John Smith?’
The voice: ‘That’s what he said his name was, sir.’
The arm: ‘Well done. OK, you can let him board. It’s the other
one we’re really worried about….’ ✐

Photo: Helen Schnare, www.henny.ca

Summer cyclists need directions. Salt Spring local helps.
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Two adjacent waterfront lots
Classy cedar cottage
Recent upgrades $560,000

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
Susanne Middleditch, Realtor
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $550,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key
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THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM
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Eagle enjoying the sun.

Fires mostly lit by people
Not news, you may think. You’d be right. On the coast in 2006,
80% of wildfires were caused by people, and so were classified as
preventable by the BC Forest Service. (That’s the fires that were
preventable, not the people.)
And at any given time, particularly in the summer, some
types of fires will be restricted; sometimes all of them. The
restrictions are set by your local fire department, or outside
municipal boundaries, or on Crown lands, the Forest Service.
Ask them first.
They’ll want to know what kind of fire you are going to light.
There are three kinds of fire. Category 1 is a campfire, no larger

than one metre in height and one metre in width. Category 2 is a
backyard burning fire, no larger than two metres in height and
three metres in width. Category 3 is anything larger, and will
require a burn registration number at any time of year.
Before lighting a new fire, check the wind, one of the most
important factors in ensuring that your fire does not accidentally
change categories. Keep water and tools nearby, and remove
debris from around the fire site so that the fire does not spread.
For larger fires, establish a ‘fuel break’ around the firesite and
have firefighting equipment on hand. Put fires out with water,
until the ashes are cool to the touch. ✐

Creating parks on Lasqueti Farewell, longtime Islanders

Sean W. Copeland
Financial Planner

Custom Portfolio Designs
RRIF, Pension & RRSP

604-889-5982
f you’ve never been to Lasqueti Island, Sunday, August 12 is
your opportunity. The Lasqueti Island Nature Conservancy
scopeland@shaw.ca
(LINC) is hosting ‘A day in the park’ to show off the
www.swcopeland.com
Tyler/Iversen property next to Squitty Bay Provincial Park. At
the event, which will run from noon until sundown, visitors can
learn about the property that is next in line to become part of the
provincial park system, and has been the subject of an intense
Save time, money and headaches.
summer fundraising campaign.
‘The purpose of ‘A Day in the Park’ is to let people visit the
property so they can appreciate the importance of preserving
this exceptional place,’ said Melinda Auerbach, director of the
Lasqueti Island Nature Conservancy. ‘Expert ecologists will be
on hand to lead walks and answer questions about the
property’s ecosystems and plants while local volunteers will
Vern and Mary Roddick, with friends June and Max Allan
and Mimi and Larry Nordby.
provide guided tours of the award-winning salmon
enhancement project. Visitors will also be able to enjoy A farewell party for longtime Pender Island residents Vern and
1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
exploring the property’s forest paths, beachcombing on one of Mary Roddick was hosted by the directors of Plum Tree Court on
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)
the three beaches, or hiking to the top of the bluffs to feel the Saturday, July 21 at the home of David and Melita Miller.
• Complete panellized home package.
wind on their face and soak in the fabulous views. (Don’t forget
Vern, former CRD Director, South Pender Fire Department
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
to pack a picnic.’)
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
Chief and longtime advocate of seniors housing, and his wife
A private foot-passenger ferry will leave the French Creek Mary will join friends in the growing expatriate Pender Island
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
government wharf, located off Highway 19A between Parksville community in Sidney. Many of the facilities and services that
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
and Qualicum Beach, at 11:30am, and return from False Bay on Islanders now take for granted exist because of Vern’s advocacy,
• Package price guaranteed up front.
Lasqueti Island at 4pm. To encourage people to walk, run, bike, persistence and hard work.
Mary,
who
arrived
on
South
Pender
at
the
age
of
three
and
kayak or row to the event, the event’s organizers are arranging
Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
for pledges to cover each human-powered kilometre traveled to was brought up at Camp Bay, became known over the years as
R. Anderson Technical Services
the event with the proceeds donated to the Squitty Bay the one to call for information on wildlife sightings and she
Duncan, BC
Expansion fundraising campaign. It takes about 90 minutes to coordinated the annual bird count for many years.
Phone: (250) 720-6000
View over 100 plans at:
Their contribution to the community is immeasurable.
Fax: (250) 720-2270
bicycle from False Bay to Squitty Bay. Pledges can be placed, by
www.nelson-homes.com
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca
Islanders
wish
them
well
in
the
next
chapter
of
their
lives.
✐
telephone, with Peter Johnston at 250-333-8785.
Islands Trust Fund staff
will have a display at the
event with information on the
fundraising campaign and
the many ways that private
landowners can protect land
Calico has been manufacturing
in the Gulf Islands.
quality log homes for over 35
For the last two months,
years. We are dedicated to
the Lasqueti Island Nature
manufacturing
the
highest
Conservancy
has
been
standard
of
log
structures
within
working feverishly with the
our industry. Based in Maple
Islands Trust Fund to raise
Ridge, British Columbia, we have
$250,000 to contribute to the
access to some of the finest wood
cost of the 38.5 hectare
oceanfront property, so that
resources in the world.
BC Parks will purchase the
property to expand Squitty
Our stringent quality control
Bay Provincial Park (see map
process ensures that only the
• 3 bedrooms
left.)
Complete
best materials enter and leave
• 2 bathrooms
In
anticipation
of
Package from
our facility. Using only premium
• 1018 sq ft main level
successful
community
logs and a consistent production
fundraising, BC Parks has
• 340 sq ft second level
process, our homes are built for
secured
a
conditional
• 1358 sq ft total
strength and beauty. We have
agreement to purchase the
over 300 standard plans for
ecologically
significant
Lasqueti’s potential new parkland is the area is in
cottages and homes, which are
property from its American
darkest green.
owners for $1.34 million—a
www.calicologhomes.com fully customizable thanks to our
in-house design team.
price well below market value. The owners have agreed to the lower price because they want to
see the property protected as a park.
14093 - 256th St, Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 1C9
Call today to start planning your
Questions about the event can be directed to Melinda Auerbach at (250) 333-8898. More
Tel: 604.462.9608 • Toll-Free: 1.866.462.9608
dream home or cottage.
information about the Squitty Bay campaign and a donation form are on the fundraising
info@calicolog.com • Fax: 604.462.9606
campaigns page of the Islands Trust Fund’s website at www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. ✐
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A Better Way to Build

Map: Islands Trust Fund

Saltspring

START PLANNING YOUR DREAM HOME
OR COTTAGE WITH CALICO LOG HOMES

$129,000
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St Paul’s rings in historic restoration campaign
Story and Photos: Gail Neumann

alter Huser rang the bell at historic St Paul’s with well-known family names including Trage,
church at the head of Fulford Harbour on July Akerman, Maxwell, Gyves, Roland, Tahouney, Pallow,
Kahau and Fisher.
28, announcing the start of a
Photographs from
campaign to renovate the church and
the late 1800s show
the surrounding pioneer cemetery. In
the
grounds
a dramatic move the bell and steeple,
surrounded by a
set in place in 1887, were hoisted off
white picket fence.
the roof by Joe Somebody and Salt
The
building
Spring Crane and Rigging as a group
committee plans to
of congregants and spectators stood
replace the fence and
by. The steeple and bell will be on
erect a monument
display in Ganges in a bid for
recognizing the early
community support for this historic
settlers
whose
restoration.
wooden markings
Robert Reindl has agreed to rebuild
have
deteriorated
the steeple and refurbish the bell
and disappeared.
before returning them to the top of
When the church
Salt Spring’s most photographed
bell was lowered into
building on Salt Spring Island. An
a truck bed the Latin
antique
verse engraved on its
r o s e
side became clear.
stained
The cupola of St Paul's Church, which houses the bell,
When translated
g lass
window is lowered, heralding renovations of the historic by Brian Moss, a
Classics PhD student
t h a t building at the head of Fulford Harbour.
at Exeter College,
o n c e
Oxford,
it
read:
stood over the door will
‘When the melody of this sounds in the ears
also be returned to its
of the people of Saltspring Island,
original position.
The cemetery in front
may their devotion to Him grow.
of the church is the final
Saint Paul, Protector of the Church
resting place of many
G.T. Donckele, Presbyter
island pioneer families
In the year of our Lord, 1887’
including Kanakas and
Islanders look forward to hearing the bell once more
First Nations people.
when it announces the completion of the restorations. ✐
Josip Budimcic rigs the bell.
Gravestones are carved

W

Parker Island wrecks are being removed at last
BC Transmission Corporation (BCTC) is removing two
abandoned barges from Parker Island as part of a Habitat
Compensation Plan for the Vancouver Island Transmission
Reinforcement project (VITR). The barges on Parker lie
across from Montague Harbour, Galiano Island and have
been derelict for more than two decades.
Local residents have been working to clean up debris
and remove the barges for a number of years and are
pleased that BCTC will complete the work they started.
‘Islanders and nearby residents on Galiano are very pleased

BCTC is removing the barges,’ said Sheila Midgley, a Parker
Island resident. ‘We’re looking forward to regaining a scenic
and environmentally healthy bay and shoreline.’
The habitat restoration work will restore seabed and
may also enable the recolonization of an eelgrass bed,
providing habitat for young fish and invertebrates. ‘This has
been a long-standing concern for us, and it’s great to hear
that it will be resolved,’ says Linda Adams, Chief
Administrative Officer of the Islands Trust Several agencies
sign-off on the plan. ✐

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Worms returning from longest
space voyage
o say that Bob Johnsen was over the moon when he picked up 60
grams of worms at Cape Canaveral in Florida on June 19 was
putting it mildly.
Cargo in hand, the Simon Fraser University associate researcher
headed straight for the SFU lab he shares with David Baillie, SFU
professor of molecular biology and biochemistry.
The worms (C. elegans) have come back from a stay aboard the
International Space Station (ISS), which has been orbiting the earth since
2000. The ISS is continually inhabited by humans and other creatures,
but none have been there long enough to produce several generations.
however, six months at ISS was enough time for these worms to produce
25 generations.
Thanks to a system that he co-developed as a grad student under
Baillie, Johnsen will be able to tell how much the worms have mutated.
The device, called eT1, enables scientists to capture and analyse
accumulations of mutations, similar to the way scientists analyse growth
rings on trees. Normally, worms lose their genetic mutations as they grow.
‘Only by analyzing the extent of their genetic mutations will we be able
to understand the impact of lengthy exposure to radiation in space,’ says
Johnsen. ‘Before we can mitigate the impact of radiation we have to
understand the biological changes it causes.’
NASA scientists are anxious to know how they can mitigate the impact
of radiation because they hope to send a manned crew to the moon by
2020 and to Mars by 2035. Current research indicates that one in eight
travellers taking a round trip to Mars could die from radiation poisoning
and the rest would likely be very ill.
• The ISS is orbiting within the Earth’s magnetosphere that protects it
from the level of radiation exposure that would occur further out in space.
However, these worms will have had six months to produce 25 or more
generations. That will provide better data on the long-term impact of
radiation exposure than previous worms in space trips. One trip was for a
few days; another was for 11 days.
• The C. elegans is the perfect organism to determine the impact of
radiation exposure on humans in space because it is the simplest multicellular organism with a completely known genomic DNA sequence. Like
humans, C. elegans has about 20,000 genes. About 4,500 of these genes
are effectively doing the same jobs in worms as in humans.
• Worms also make an efficient subject for these experiments because
they are only as long as a grain of salt is wide. Being so small helps
scientists keep down the costs of their experiments in space. It costs about
$22,000 a kilogram to send cargo up into space. The total mass of these
worms in space is 60 grams.
• So why the need to set foot on Mars? ‘It’s about expanding the human
frontier,’ offers Johnsen. ‘Six hundred years ago, we would have asked
why do humans need to go to North America? The answer is the same as
it was then: to find new resources, to give us more options for places to
exist and to satisfy human curiosity.’ ✐
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Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre

Mudge Island: Oceanfront, 3 bed / 2 bath
home, sep. studio, sep. great workshop,
boat included, easy access to oceanfront,
minutes to Nanaimo by boat, all day sun.
LiRead.com/1525.htm $599,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront with 50ft
dock, panoramic ocean views, sweet
cedar cottage, vaulted ceilings, wood
floors, S/SW/W exposures.
LiRead.com/1535.htm $837,000

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping
panoramic
oceanview,
S/SW/W
exposures, 3 bed modern home, hot tub,
all day sun, super sunsets, in a
prestigious area. Superb!
LiRead.com/1405.htm $759,000

Salt Spring Island: Exceptionally
designed 3 bed / 2 bath home, lots of
sunny decking & patio areas, S/SW/W
exposures, super sep. office / studio. On
community water. Peaceful area.
LiRead.com/1538.htm $510,000

Salt Spring Island: Home with country
charm, sep. guest cottage, sep. barn /
office with ADSL, orchard, fenced
vegetable garden, pasture, forest with
trails, seasonal creek.
LiRead.com/1408.htm $759,000

Salt Spring Island: Beautiful land, some
lakeviews, lake access nearby, orchard,
old vegetable garden, flower gardens,
forest path, frontage on 2 roads.
LiRead.com/1545.htm $629,000

These are the eyes of just a few of the hundreds of precious wild animals
saved this year at Island Wildlife. Look into their eyes and into your hearts.
Please join our efforts by making a tax deductible donation.
We simply cannot do it without you.
N ame
Address
Phone

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Donation amount :

Enclosed please find my cheque
Account no.
Visa

Exp. date

MasterCard

Signature
Island Wildlife 322 Langs Rd Salt Spring Island V8K1N3 250 537 0777 www.sealrescue.org

Book Review by Barry Matthias
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Divisadero Looks at Divisions and Distance

Lunch for land mine
removal

Michael Ondaatje is best known for
his novels The English Patient,
Anil’s Ghost and In the Skin of a
Lion, all of which demonstrate his
fine use of language, his complex
plots and his memorable characters.
His latest novel, Divisadero, echoes
his phenomenal novel-writing skills,
and may, in time, become as wellread as his earlier works.
Divisadero refers to a street in
San Francisco, and may mean a
division, or a view over a long
distance. This ambiguity prepares
the reader for a story that explores powerful family emotions of
passionate love and savage loss, and where the past and the
present compete for attention.
It is set in northern California in the 1970s, and involves a
farmer and his two eleven-year-old daughters, Claire and Anna.
His wife died when she gave birth to Anna. The father adopted a
baby whose mother died at the same time, and whom he named
Claire. He has also taken in a solitary young man, named Coop,

the only survivor of a brutal family murder, who works on the
farm.
At the start of the story their lives have a quiet routine, as the
girls mature and we learn more about Coop. When extreme
physical violence destroys the fabric of the family, the girls lose
touch with each other and Coop disappears.
Having set the scene, Ondaatje moves back and forth
between his characters, from Coop’s uncertain existence in
Nevada’s casinos, to Claire’s career working for a lawyer, but
mainly he focuses on Anna’s experiences in France as she
becomes immersed in her research on the life of the writer
Lucien Segura. As the story gathers strength, the history of
Lucien Segura echoes with elements of Anna’s own life.
This is a passionate tale, with powerful images and
remarkable insights into human emotions. Ondaatje’s plot is
complex and his language is flawless, but his writing demands
the complete concentration of the reader. There is no doubt that
those who enjoy this novel will have it on their minds for a long
time.
‘Divisadero,’ Michael Ondaatje, McClelland & Stewart (2007),
$34.99. ✐

OCP from page 2
is the encouragement of voluntary environmental stewardship
of privately held properties; the second is the identification of a
number of areas of specific environmental interest and their
designation as Development Permit Areas (DPAs). Subdivision,
construction, or altering land in a development permit area
would require a site-specific plan and permit.
There were some doubts expressed about the accuracy of the
mapping of the various environmentally sensitive areas. It was
pointed out that the areas designated on the maps had been
determined from the best available maps and aerial
photographs, but that many of them had not been
‘groundtruthed.’ There was a provision for correction of the
maps, and in some cases Islands Trust staff would be able to
assist at no cost to the property owner. DPA’s were said to
impact only 7% of the Island.
Areas affected have been identified through a series of maps
showing woodland, herbaceous, riparian, wetlands, cliffs,
intertidal sensitive ecosystems, and raptor nests.
Several speakers at the hearing took particular exception to
the concept that environmental considerations could be more
important than their own intentions for their land.
Other speakers expressed the feeling that there was some
inconsistency between encouraging private stewardship and the
enforcement of environmental DPAs. A couple of speakers
indicated that they thought the DPAs could be a source of
litigation against the Trust; one speaker spoke menacingly of the
next Island Trust election, in November 2008.
But a majority of speakers indicated their strong support
both for the priorities expressed in the proposed OCP and the
strategies chosen. Some said that they would prefer stronger
environmental protection but realized that the OCP was
necessarily a compromise.
‘Place before people’ was the issue that dominated the
meeting, but several speakers characterized it as a false
dichotomy; another speaker, with an alliterative ear, said the
issue resulted in an ‘acrimonious arousal of animosity.’ This was
topped by another speaker, who remarked that a place on
Pender Island should be a ‘nest, not a nest egg.’
Other issues raised included the density of C2 Commercial
Accommodation parcels (Otter Bay Marina was the subject of
comment), jobs to keep young people on the Island. One speaker
characterized North Pender as ‘not sustainable’ and the OCP
document pointed out the Island’s dependence on money from
off-Island jobs and investments.
The Trustees’ review over the next few weeks may result in
small changes to the OCP bylaw, but no major ones, or another
Public Hearing would be required. Following the adoption of an
OCP, the details would be filled in with a Land Use Bylaw. ✐
FERRIES from page 3
Fare-setting was, in fact, a political process, and the ferry
subsidy made up the difference. Now the amount of the subsidy
is dictated by the government and has been virtually frozen for
the last few years and the next four years; so the fares have to
make up the difference.
The Commission notes that an increasing number of drivers
on the main routes and the Horseshoe Bay–Langdale route are
choosing to pay extra for reservations or ‘assured loading’ tickets.
But it also notes that drivers who do not pay these extra fares,
which are unregulated by the Commission, do not appear to be
experiencing longer waits, at least statistically (just remember
that when you spend hours in the hot sun at Tsawwassen).
The Commission is also not empowered to regulate prices for
food on the ferries.
The Commission has sought increased ‘efficiency’ from
BCFS:
‘The latest contract amendment of June 2007 gives BC
Ferries new flexibility on most routes to shift some sailings
from times of relatively lower towards higher demand, while
keeping the total annual number of sailings unchanged. This
is a positive step towards cost-effectiveness and we look
forward to seeing how BC Ferries uses this limited freedom.
‘We will endeavour to keep BC Ferries eager to identify and
test similar ideas with the Province in future. We fully respect the
responsibility of the Province to establish public policy on what
communities should have taxpayer-supported ferry service,
during what hours and of what capacity; but we note that, in each

The Canadian Land Mine Foundation (CLMF) is sponsoring
the ‘Day of 1,000 Lunches’ campaign this summer,
beginning on August 9. Canadians are invited to host a lunch
for family and friends, but instead of having guests
contribute to the meal, ask them to make a donation to the
CLMF landmine removal program in Bosnia.
Land mines are a serious threat to people in more than
80 countries. Over 20,000 innocent men, women and
children are killed or injured by hidden land mines every
year. Populations are displaced due to blocked access to
water and land; food stability is threatened; and
transportation and development are impaired.
The Canadian Landmine Foundation is a managing
partner in the global Adopt-A-Minefield (AAM) campaign
for landmine action with partners in Canada, the United
States, the United Kingdom and Sweden.
Since the inception of the CLMF in 1999, and the

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

Mayne Island Folk Club’s open mic night: Toby Kitka (left)
and Jackson Irving perform their own compositions.
Folk club is the third Saturday of each month. Open mic
7:30–8:15pm with main act following. Everyone welcome.

ENERGY from page 6
Community Energy Strategy and contributed an energy chapter
into their Official Community Plan. Businesses on the three
Islands being audited are enthusiastically supportive and willing
to participate and have a keen interest in becoming more energy
efficient because it will save them money.
On the residential side, homeowners have volunteered to
have their homes audited knowing we all don’t always use energy
wisely and can make efficiency improvements. Trustees from the
three islands also volunteered to have their homes audited and
plan to challenge the rest of the trustees to do so as well.
Once the audits are completed in September, comparisons of
electricity use within and between Islands can be made.
Opportunities for reducing electricity demand and reducing
greenhouse gases will be identified.
It is naïve to think that changing our energy demand will not
have social and economic consequences. Changes will affect
every aspect of our lives including what we produce and how we
produce it; where and how we live; what food we eat; how we
transport ourselves and how much we travel. Underlying all this
is the need for a dramatic reduction of current levels of energy
and material resource consumption, and waste production.
But, we must make these changes, and the sooner we do it,
the easier it will be. From my perspective, it is reassuring to think
that our local government acknowledges that climate change is
real. We all must join together in the search for real solutions to
the serious ecological, social and economic problems we will be
facing. ✐

of the past three years on the minor route group, capacity
utilization averaged just 45% year-round, with much lower
percentages in off-peak periods.’

Capacity Utilization
The Commission does not appear to question whether capacity
utilization is, in fact, a valid measure of efficiency for a regular
scheduled service. The utilization for all of BC Ferries, including
the main routes, is only 68%; is there a suggestion here that
service should be reduced in order to raise capacity utilization?
100% capacity utilization, of course, can only be achieved
through waiting for each sailing to be filled up before it is
allowed to leave.

MINES, please turn to page 11
TRUSTEES from page 1
Island and South Pender Island Local Trust Areas, as well as on
the Islands Trust website. Information about the by-election
process is also available from the Chief Election Officer, who can
be reached by phone at 250-472-0059 or by email at
tmoore63@shaw.ca.
General Local Elections for the entire Islands Trust Area will
be held in November 2008, in accordance with the schedule for
local government elections throughout British Columbia.
Local Trustees sit on the three-member Local Trust
Committee and on the Islands Trust Council. The Committee
makes land use plans and regulations for the relevant Local
Trust Area, while the Council considers broader policy,
operational and financial decisions to achieve the provincial
‘preserve and protect’ mandate of the Islands Trust. ✐

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

4.95

$189,900
TO

7

ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434
WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

What are your
options?
Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options
energyoptions@telusnet

Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island VK V
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

Appointed For The Long Term
Finally, the Commission leaves us with these interesting facts:
‘The BC Ferry Commission regulates ferry operators under the
Coastal Ferry Act of 2003. The Province appoints the
commissioner and up to two deputy commissioners as statutory
officers for six- to eight-year terms; they are independent of both
the government and of ferry operators.
In August 2003, Martin Crilly of Comox was appointed
Commissioner. In September 2004, Alan Eastwood of North
Saanich was appointed Deputy Commissioner. Their decisions
cannot be appealed, except on a question of law. They may be
terminated only for mental infirmity, conviction for an indictable
offence under Canada’s criminal code, or a judicial finding of
conflict of interest or material breach of duties or obligations.’ ✐

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com
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Big time out tickets
Island Tides’ phone was jammed up on Monday, July 30 as
people called to win a pair of weekend passes to Cumberland’s
three-day ‘Big Time Out’ festival on August 17-19. It was so much
fun; we were sorry that everyone who called, or tried to, could not
get tickets.
Lucky winners were Simon Crawley and Annie Murphy of
Galiano Island and Marie St Pierre and Shelley Lawson of Salt
Spring Island—enjoy. Other Salt Spring Islanders can buy their
tickets from Acoustic Planet. More info in page 6 advertisement
and at cumberlandvillageworks.com. ✐

Solution to Malahat traffic congestion—paint and
public transit?
The final report of the Malahat Corridor Study, now publicly
available, says that the increasing traffic on the Malahat can be
handled safely with some minor road improvements. The study
considered a wide variety of future possibilities, including
transit, bridges across Saanich Inlet, and realigning or
alternative routing of the highway (see Island Tides, July 27,
2006 in our website archives at www.island tides.com).
In the end, however, a number of short-term improvements
will see immediate implementation, including:
• highly reflective pavement markings;
• extension of median barriers where appropriate;
• construction of pullouts for use by RCMP for enforcement;
• U-turn facilities where practical;
• More cameras to monitor road conditions;
• Upgrade of weather monitoring capabilities.

The study, started in April 2005, was carried out by Stantec
Consulting of Vancouver. It found that, ‘aside from periods of
minor congestion, capacity is not currently a concern.’ The
Malahat carries about 22,000 vehicles per day, but the crash rate
on the highway is less than the provincial average. Highway
construction is hampered by difficult terrain, parkland, a
sensitive environment, and the Greater Victoria watershed.
Transport Minister Kevin Falcon announced that the
contract has been let that will provide high-visibility inlaid
thermoplastic pavement line markings on fog or shoulder lines
on both sides of approximately 20km of the highway.
Falcon also endorsed transit as a ‘practical, environmentally
sensible and effective option for the Malahat’ and indicated that
his ministry would be working with BC Transit and local
communities on implementation. ✐

School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

INVITATION TO TENDER
Water Transportation Service
Sealed tenders will be received no later than August 30, 2007, 2:00 p.m. local
time, at the School District No. 64 School Board Office for ‘Water Transportation
Service’, providing student transportation for the Gulf Islands.
Documents for the tender for ‘Water Transportation Service’ will be available to
contractors from the School Board Office commencing August 16, 2007.
The contract may be a one-year contract or a multi-year contract not to exceed
two (2) years.
Tenders will be opened immediately after closing time. The content of Tenders
will not generally be made public, except at the discretion of the school district.
The school district reserves the right to reject any or all tenders received.
Contact:

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

Rod Scotvold, Secretary Treasurer
School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)
112 Rainbow Road
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2K3
Telephone:
(250) 537-5548
Facsimile:
(250) 537-4200

Summer sailing off Provost Island.

• fully insured
• excellent
references
Peter Christenson

250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

ISLANDS TRUST - LOCAL TRUSTEES
NOTICE OF ELECTION BY VOTING
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of the South Pender Island Local Trustee Committee that a By-Election By Voting is necessary to elect,
for the balance of a three-year term commencing December 2005 and terminating in December 2008, a Trustee to the South Pender Island Local Trust
Committee, and that the persons nominated as candidates at the By-Election By Voting and for whom votes will be received are listed below:
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND - ONE TRUSTEE to be elected:
Surname
RUE
SCHOLEFIELD

Given Name(s) Residential Address
Richard
9949 Boundary Pass Drive,
South Pender Island, B.C., V0N 2M3
Wendy
9944 Gowlland Point Road,
South Pender Island, B.C., V0N 2M3

General Voting Day for the election of trustees will be open Saturday the twenty fifth
(25th) day of August 2007, TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH PENDER
ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE at the following place:
•

Fire Hall #3, 8961 Gowlland Point Road, South Pender Island, B.C., V0N 2M3

AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF
EIGHT O'CLOCK A.M. (8:00 A.M.) AND EIGHT O'CLOCK P.M. (8:00 P.M.).

VOTING OPPORTUNITIES
ADVANCE VOTING OPPORTUNITIES shall be open at the:
•
Fire Hall #3, 8961 Gowlland Point Road, South Pender Island, B.C.; between
the hours of eight (8:00) A.M. and eight (8:00) P.M. on Wednesday the fifteenth
(15th) and Wednesday the twenty second (22nd) of August 2007.
of which every person is hereby required to take notice and be so governed accordingly.

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
The only persons permitted to vote at the Advanced Voting Opportunities are those who,
being duly qualified electors, sign a statement that:
(a) the elector expects to be absent from South Pender Island for which the
election is to be held on General Voting Day or,
(b) the elector, for reasons of conscience, will be unable to vote on General Voting
Day or,
(c) the elector will be unable to attend a voting place on General Voting Day for rea
sons beyond his/her control or,
(d) the elector has a physical disability or is a person whose mobility is impaired or,
(e) the elector is a candidate or,
(f) the elector is an election official.
Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this twenty eighth (28th)) day of July, 2007.
Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Officer

IMPORTANT NOTICE
There have been some legislative changes as to qualifications of elector status and
process to vote that affect electors which are included in the listings below:
Resident Elector - You are qualified as a Resident Elector if you:
(a) are eighteen years of age or older on general voting day;
(b) are a Canadian citizen;
(c) have resided in British Columbia in accordance with section 50 of the Local
Government Act for at least six months immediately preceding registration;
(d) have resided in the area at least 30 days immediately preceding the day
of registration.
If you are not on the Voters List you may register on Voting Day providing you have two
pieces of identification, one of which has your signature and preferably one with pictorial
identification, e.g. drivers licence.
Non Resident Property Elector - You are qualified as a Non Resident Property Elector
if you:
(a) are not be entitled to register as a resident elector;
(b) are eighteen years of age or older on general voting day;
(c) are a Canadian citizen;
(d) have resided in British Columbia in accordance with section 51 of the Local
Government Act for at least six months immediately preceding registration;
(e) are a registered owner of the real property used for qualification at least 30
days immediately preceding the day of registration (this is new in that there
was no time requirement in the previous legislation);
(f) are not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other act from
voting in an election.
In addition to the above requirements the limitations listed below also apply to
non resident property electors:
(a) if more than one individual is registered as an owner of the real property then
only one individual is entitled to vote with the written consent of a majority of
all other registered owners that are on the title including the person requesting
registration;
(b) if the non resident property elector is not on the voters list and wishes to
register on General Voting Day or at an Advance Voting Opportunity you
may present a Non Resident Property Elector Certificate issued by the
Capital Regional District that has been obtained from the offices of the
Secretary or you may apply for a certificate on Voting Day if you produce
written authority from the registered owners that you have been
designated to vote accompanied with adequate documentation, such as a
Land Title Search, proving ownership of the property used as a basis for a
vote together with a form of designation that includes a signature (such as
a driver’s licence).

This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Local Government Act.
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GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

Galiano: 2 bedroom house on
South end, year-round. $800 per
month. Available September 1.
Call 604-790-1000

Mayne Jewel: Terraced corner lot,
90’x150’, rented trailer and cabin,
orchard. Fenced, power, water,
septic, cable, telephone. Walk to
ferry! $139,000. 250-382-6610 •
canoes@telus.net

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY

Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

MANAGEMENT LTD.

NEED A MORTGAGE?

250-654-0230

• 100% Financing—
No Down Payment
• Self Employed—
No Proof of Income
• Damaged Credit
• Discharged
Bankruptcies
• Bank Turned Down

Southern Gulf

Rent or Lease

House & Cottage Rentals

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks

For a complete line of services,
list with us!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Mortgage Specialists

1-866-999-9740

MARINE

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

danielle.buchanan@vericoselect.com

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

Docside Charters

only

.95
39
for cars

250-217-4488

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW

1-250-744-6842

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

FOUND
Galiano Island: Camera on road near
Porlier Pass in June. Call 604-8794448 to identify.

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Planning + Installation
Permits + Repairs
Central Vancouver Island
& The Gulf Islands

250-758-5169
Cell: 250-756-8781

FOR SALE
Bathtub Refinishing. Professional
reglazing of standard and clawfoot
tubs. Call Perma-Coat 250-537-2526.
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
www.odorbegone.ca

HELP WANTED
Attn: Would you like to develop your
own home based business? Global
opportunity. Learn to operate a minioffice outlet on-line from home. No
risk. www.fit-for-you.org

BOXED ADS
Start at $30
250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

Booster seat bigger kids for safety’s sake
The BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation is
reminding parents to make sure that your child
is buckled up safely when you head out on the
road this summer.
While all parents understand that they must
have special seats for infants and pre-schools,
‘It’s important to realize that the current
regulations relating to child safety seats are the
minimum required standards,’ says David
Dunne, director of provincial programs for the
BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation.
New BC improved regulations will be
aligned with the best child passenger safety
practices and mandate more protection to
children. However, ‘Parents shouldn’t wait
until July 2008. They should adopt the best
practices now to protect their child’s safety,’
emphasizes Dunne.
The current regulations in BC require the
use of child safety seats only for children up to
18kg. Most children reach this weight by the
time they are four or five years old, which is too
young to safely use adult seat belts alone.
Seat belts are designed to fit adults.
Children who have outgrown their forwardfacing child seat should use a booster until they
are nine-years-old or are at least 145cm tall.
A booster seat will correctly position the
vehicle seat belt over your child’s shoulders and
across the hips. Children under nine who are
using a seat belt without an appropriate
booster seat face increased risk of serious
injury and/or death in the event of a crash.

Safety Loophole Will Close
The current BC regulations also exempt nonparent drivers from child safety-seat
requirements, resulting in many children being
transported without a child safety-seat. Several
of these exemptions will be removed by the
new legislation announced by the government
last May.
Before driving away for a fun-filled family

Come on in!

holiday, or just across town, make sure that
everyone is buckled up in age-appropriate
passenger restraints and that child safety-seats
and booster-seats are properly installed and
used correctly. A few simple adjustments can
ensure that your child is as safe as possible in a
vehicle, advised BCAA.

Four Rules
1. Make sure your infant or child is
restrained on every trip—even short ones.
2. Put your child in the back seat—in most
cases, that’s the safest position in the vehicle.
3. Use the appropriate child safety-seat for
your young one’s age, weight and size.
4. Ensure that you install and use the child
safety seat correctly.
The use of proper child restraints can reduce
the risk of injury and death by up to 85%.
For
more
information
visit
www.childseatinfo.ca or call toll free 1-877-2475551 to speak to a certified child passenger
safety technician. ✐
MINES from page 9
beginning of their partnership with AAM in
2000, Canadians have funded over
$2,700,000 in mine action projects around
the world. More than 1,000,000 square
metres have been cleared, hundreds of
victims have been assisted and many
awareness projects have been undertaken.
A mine is cheap to make and deploy, but
removal costs over $1,000 per mine. It is
estimated that billions of dollars are needed
to remove the millions of mines still buried
throughout the world.
Participants can register their lunch
through
the
CLMF
website
at
www.clmf.org, and receive a tax deductible
receipt upon donation of their proceeds. ✐

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

  or
  

Servicing the Gulf Islands

MOVED
HOMES
40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

 
alumitubs@telusnet

Well Drillers

HAPPY BABY!
Baby Van Bakel was born at
1:30am on Monday July 30 in
Victoria General hospital.
Congratulations from his
Grandma Christa and Island
Tides staff, rellies and friends.

1-877-652-0599

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

539-5252 or
250-478-6937
CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

N

ISLAND
MARINE

1-877-655-3707

Hot Tubs

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

WATER TAXI

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS

$

Danielle Buchanan
& Art Price

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

✔Road test by qualified
technician
✔Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
✔40-point driveline
safety check

1-800-774-1417

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
WoodFired
FREE

L

AUTOMOTIVE

ALLIANCE DRILLING

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells
1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER
COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

CRD Health Approved

250-474-7912

Got a Mystery? Call the SBI ~ Gail Neumann
FBI move over. The Salt Spring Bureau of
Investigation is on the case. Our Island
archivists are unraveling mysteries from a foggy
past and shedding new light on old evidence.
Seriously—the archives group is having fun
sharing knowledge and digging up new
evidence to change the way we view the past.
The online group dissects such problems as
dating a photograph (below) taken in front of St
Paul’s church in the late 1800s with a large
group of people in formal dress.
Until recently historians believed the
photograph was taken to commemorate the
consecration of the church in 1885. But this
year the ledger of the sale of the bell from Troy
New York came to light, showing that Reverend
Donckele purchased the bell in 1887. Under
magnification the bell became visible in the
photo. So the date and purpose of the gathering
are now in question.
Theories are being tossed around. One
possibility is that it is a wedding or group

wedding. Many of the women are holding
bouquets and the men are wearing
boutonnieres. As there was no resident priest
and weather often interrupted the sea-going
clergy’s visits, this may have been a spring
catch-up of marriages.
A very knowledgeable group of investigators
has identified many of the people in the
photograph but they are still looking for clear
answers. Members of the Salt Spring Archives
do some of the work from their own family
history; other archivists take the photograph to
elders in the community and ask for help.
Islanders are invited to join the
investigations, by identifying photos or
contributing
new
evidence.
Visit
www.saltspringarchives.com to begin! If you
recognize any of the unidentified photos, or if
you have any contributions to add to the site,
please contact Mary Davidson on 250-6534357 or e-mail info@saltspringarchives.com.
You too can join the SBI, just ask. .✐

Goodbye, Old Friend ~ John Wiznuk
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the opportunity to meet the
people who had taken her over
and were in the process of
rebuilding the ship and
reshaping its purpose.
They were people who had a
profound, positive influence on
me and later thousands of
young sail-trainees who carry
the experience of sailing on the
Robertson II as a treasured
memory. The faces of Martyn
and Margaret Clark, Gerry and
Charlene
Fossum,
Tony
Anderson, the Eggert family are
bright in my memory.
I dare say I volunteered
thousands of hours of rigging
and woodworking into the
Robertson II, the Spirit of
Chemainus and the Pacific
Swift, ships of the Sail and Life
Photo: Toby Snelgrove
Training Society (SALTS). I
The
Robertson
II:
an
unsuccessful
salvage
attempt,
July
14.
always got back more than I
gave.
In the days and weeks that have followed the grounding, I Robertson II. Pirates were not the cute cartoon characters that
observed the furor and affirmed in my mind the certainty that I modern film writers make them out to be. Think of Clifford
had the evening of July 1, that my old friend would not make it Olsen, Paul Bernardo—any serial killer, rapist, thief will do;
off that reef in one piece. The ruckus over the diesel fuel spill, the that’s what pirates really were.
Most importantly, I believe in endings. Everything comes to
frantic and ineffective efforts to seal the badly-damaged hull, to
an
end.
I don’t know why that has to happen, but I know it does.
try to pump it out, to lever the ship upright on its keel to float it
off the reef—amateur attempts at salvage wanting in the I also think that a ship is more than an inanimate object. This
knowledge and practice of old-school sailors and salvors who particular ship, invested and endowed with the energy and
have long since gone to their final rest with no one to pass their strong feelings from so many, from its construction and Grand
Banks days in Nova Scotia to golden years on the West Coast,
skills along to.
Well, if I’m so high and mighty in my pronouncements why had a personality and a spirit all her own.
Maybe it was her choice and Minx Reef was the place. The
didn’t I get stuck in and offer advice and help? First and
foremost, I have a strong allergic reaction to pirate flags and the ‘Robbie’ is an old ship by any measure. The Grand Banks
people who fly them. Especially on a grand old vessel like the schooners were not expected to last long in the rough trade of the
Atlantic Fishery.
The SALTS, knowing that her working life—even gently used
as she was—was coming to a finish, replicated her in the Pacific
Grace and then faced the problem of what to do with a much
loved old friend. A career as a museum ship did not last.
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)
Eventually someone who promised to be kind was found, some
money changed hands and the vessel had a new master. It has
been this way with ships time out of mind.
Page’s
I noticed that the ‘Robbie’s hull seemed to have a fresh coat of
Resort & Marina
paint and that the decks were clean. That made me sadder and
somehow proud—to meet one’s end not as a careless derelict but
Historic Duncan
in good order and with style seems fitting to the ship’s character.
Canada Ave
Something I would wish for myself.
opposite our heritage
There has been an emotional black cloud over me since the
train station
Gabriola Island
evening of July 1. I wonder if others who were friends of the
250-247-8931
‘Robbie’ felt it too. Maybe seeing the broken ship on Minx Reef
250-746-5233
www.pagesresort.com
on an almost daily basis has something to do with it. I have not
cared to speak about this tragedy until now, part of the grieving
process I suppose. And life goes on, damn it. The lesson is to
cherish your friends and memories more closely than ever.
SUNDAY, JULY 29: There were rumours going around the
island of some huge salvage effort to happen this weekend. I
went to Veruna Bay this morning when the tide was low to have
a look. Nothing was happening; no work boats around, not much
activity that I’ve seen over the past week.
As I said, Robertson II lays on her side exposed and broken
on the reef. The mainmast is gone, a consequence, I suppose, of
trying to use it as a lever to pull the hull upright. The foremast
bends sideways towards the water like a diviner’s rod. How will
this end? ✐

he Robertson II still lies on the western end of Minx Reef
in the same attitude that I saw her early on the morning of
July 1— heeled over on the starboard side, high and dry at
low tide. That was Canada Day, the day that Saturna Island holds
its internationally famous Lamb Barbecue. I came early to
Winter Cove Park to finish a number of small jobs to do with the
event and to help, if I was in time, to put the spitted lambs
around the fire.
I went to the landing area at the beach and had my first
glimpse of a vessel on Minx Reef. Ah well, I thought, not the first
and probably not the last to hit that rock pile, either through bad
luck or bad management. The reef, though visible at low tide, is
a subtle trap at high water and any large vessel turning east to
enter Winter Cove must be wary.
From my first view of the vessel, I could see by the masts that
it was a schooner, but the perspective led me to believe it was not
a large ship. I assumed the crew would have it off the rocks at the
next high tide, damaged but sailable.
Lamb Barbecue Day is a busy time for the volunteers of
Saturna. We work for days beforehand to get everything ready,
go flat out July 1 and come back on July 2 to clean up. So, I put
the wreck on the reef out of my mind and concentrated on what
needed to be done.
During the day, I overheard snatches of conversation; people
saying it was the Robertson II on the reef. I dismissed this as the
kind of rumour that gets started anywhere people gather. It
couldn’t be the Robertson II, it just couldn’t—or could it?
At about 6pm, almost 12 hours from when I first saw it, a
Canadian Coast Guard officer, who knows the ‘Robbie’ and
whose opinion I trust told me the awful truth; it was the
Robertson II on Minx Reef.
I went to Veruna Bay on my way home for another look. The
tide had risen, the ship was hard over, the decks awash, the port
rail and the masts sticking out of the water. I knew I had
witnessed the end of an old friend.
I was deeply tired from the day and sick at heart—the ‘Robbie’
and I have history. In the early 1980s I had first seen the ship on
a visit to Victoria, with its odd three-masted rig, tied up at Ship
Point in the harbour. The next year I moved to Victoria and had
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Accommodation & Attractions
That ‘Little’
Coffee Place

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria
Close to the ocean, UVic
& the hospital. Organic
breakfasts, private
bathrooms. $50-$70

250-598-7015

Keeping drivers awake at
the wheel

CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Visit our advertisers’
websites from
www.islandtides.com

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

VANCOUVER ISLAND
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay

1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com

Drowsy driving is fast becoming a major concern in North
America. However, University of Victoria engineering students
may have a solution in a unique device that detects when a driver
falls asleep at the wheel and quickly produces an audible wakeup alarm. According to the Insurance Corporation of British
Columbia, fatigue-related crashes accounted for approximately
2% of the police-reported collisions in BC in 2004.
Since sleep and fatigue often leave no clues for investigators
to trace, Transportation Safety Board of Canada experts suggest
the actual number of fatigue-related collisions may be much
higher—20% to even 40%—making drowsy driving as dangerous
as drinking and driving.
The ‘Sleep Surveillance System’ was just one of 10 projects
displayed when 22 of UVic’s fourth-year electrical and computer
engineering students presented these design projects on
Thursday, July 26 in the lobby of the Engineering Lab Wing.
Some of the students created their designs in partnership with
local companies, while others worked solo. ✐

