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Half of the Saturna ‘Bio Blitz’ participants on the beach at East Point, see article below.

‘Bio Blitz’ on Saturna
Priscilla Ewbank

Athena George, our Parks Canada
interpreter, organized a Bio Blitz for
Saturna Island the weekend of July 18.
The objective was to team-up
scientists and citizen scientists on
Saturna Island, during a 24-hour
period, to track down every plant,
animal, insect, amphibian and fungus
possible and to send pictures to a
website for verification. About 1,500
verifications were sent in.
There were over 150 volunteers
and 40 top-notch scientists. Twenty
took along enthusiastic volunteers as
they probed and prodded the island.
Thirteen different collaborating
organizations participated, such as the
Beaty
Aquarium,
Vancouver
Biodiversity Museum from UBC,
Shaw Discovery Centre, Canadian
Wildlife Service, and Marine Life
Sanctuary Society.
Our own Saturna Island Marine
Research and Education Society was a
big part of the event. National
Geographic has included the event in
their ‘The Great Natural Project’.
Eight out of the ten bat species in BC
were found using a sonar recording
device that captured their squeaks and
whistles for identifying. That night an
‘owl prowl’ was held with great success.
This year, our Parks Day
Celebration was incorporated into the
Bio Blitz. The main attraction—after
free ice cream—was looking at marine
life on the beach of East Point with the
Marine Sanctuary Group. Divers
brought specimens back to live tanks

on the beach to show everyone and
expain their importance and life cycles.
The divers also interacted with
participants via hydrophone while they
were out scouting around the swift
currents of East Point.
Hul’q’umi’num elders, Philomena
Williams and Phil Peter made herbal
teas and demonstrated a blackberry
rake—appropriate right now for the
harvest!
Athena remarked that the Bio Blitz
is a pilot project for Parks Canada,
with the purpose being scientific
survey work and getting people
outdoors and involved in natural life.
This event was a big undertaking.
Athena was overwhelmed by the
number of small children and their
enthusiasm and the breadth and scope
of their scientific inquiry. One parent
remarked ‘My kid is looking at the
world differently’. For Athena, that
made the effort worthwhile to organize.
It was a great opportunity for so many
people to really be scientists with such
a wonderful place to investigate.
For this occasion, Parks Canada
allowed camping on the ball
field/Lamb BBQ site for the duration
of the Bio Blitz with lots of parks staff
staying alongside. All participants
returned the site to its pristine
condition. The community benefited
mightily by patronage of venues and
more people seeing our wonderful
island and getting to know its wild
side. 0
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Salish-Class ferry names announced

After sorting through the more-than-expected 7,100 the culture of British Columbia,’ said Mike Corrigan,
name and vessel-class suggestions received by BC BC Ferries’ President and CEO. ‘I would like thank the
Ferries during the course of this spring’s naming members of the judging panel who had a difficult job
contest, the company has announced the names of its to select only three names from the thousands of great
three new intermediate-class vessels. Scheduled for names that were submitted. I also want to thank all the
delivery in 2016 and 2017, it will be a while yet before people who embraced the contest and enthusiastically
westcoasters get to ride their new ferries.
submitted their suggestions.’
Salish Orca, Salish
‘We are looking forward to
Eagle, and Salish Raven
working with Coast Salish
have been named for the
artists and the BC Ferries team
Salish Sea and its three
on this inspiring project to
most iconic species. In
adorn the new ferries with
late May, a panel of 12
Coast Salish art,’ says Tracey
judges, comprised of
Herbert, Executive Director of
local media (including
the First Peoples’ Cultural
Island Tides), BC Ferries
Council. ‘This collaboration is a
employees, and Ferry
wonderful opportunity to
Advisor Committees
celebrate the vibrant and
shortlisted three vesselthriving cultural heritage found
class names and nine Chief Andy Thomas of Esquimalt Nation offers a welcome.
on the coast of the Salish Sea.’
vessel names in a
Chief Clint Williams,
marathon day-long deliberation.
Sliammon Nation (Powell River) said ‘I am pleased that
The names Salish Orca, Salish Eagle and Salish BC Ferries has chosen the names for the ferries as they
Raven were chosen to honour the Coast Salish people honour the Elders, Chiefs, People and the Traditional
and the Salish Sea where these vessels will operate. To Territories of the Coast Salish people.’
celebrate Salish culture, BC Ferries is working with the
‘I thoroughly enjoyed working with the other
First Peoples’ Cultural Council to select Coast Salish members of the judging panel and felt it was a good
artisans to design artwork for the exterior and interior process,’ said Kim Barton-Bridges, Contest Judge and
of the vessels.
Chair of the Northern Sunshine Coast Ferry Advisory
The vessel names were announced on July 28 on Committee. ‘It is cool to think that these vessels, and the
the 3rd floor of the Kwakwaka’wakw Big House at names that we helped to choose, will be a part of BC’s
Royal BC Museum’s First People’s Gallery. The history.’
majestic setting was graced by Chiefs of the
Christa Grace-Warrick, owner of Island Tides
Snuneymuxw (Nanaimo), Songhees, and Esquimalt Regional newspaper commented, ‘I enjoyed being a
(Victoria) First Nations and the announcement member of the judging panel and appreciated the
commenced with a procession, singing, drumming, amazing number and variety of submissions.
dancing, and a blessing.
Discussing and narrowing down the choices was a
‘These names honour the Coast Salish people and fantastic day-long team process. Now, hearing the final
truly reflect both the west coast travel experience and
FERRY NAMES, please turn to page 2

Be sure to tune in to the first federal Leaders’ Debate on August 6th from 5-7pm. Maclean’s Federal Leaders’ Debate is airing on City,
OMNI.1, OMNI.2 and CPAC . The debate will also be live streamed on Macleans.ca, Citytv.com, CityNews.ca, CPAC.ca, Facebook and Youtube,
and broadcasted on Rogers Radio news stations. Leaders of the Conservative, Liberal, NDP and Green Parties will be taking part.
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Frances Rae Faminow, 1924-2015

Frances resided at Oak Bay
Kiwanis Pavilion from
2010-2015, where she was
lovingly cared for by staff in
Unit 2A. Frances and her
younger brother Jim were
born in Portland, Oregon
to Frank and Elsie Sopp.
Frances married lawyer Peter Faminow after attending
Willamette University in Salem, Oregon, and moved to
Canada, eventually settling in North Vancouver.
A lover of the arts and a visual artist herself, she relocated
to the Gulf Islands, where she spent a creative and peaceful
life painting, exhibiting, teaching, and organizing events and
workshops.
Frances was a gentle, spiritual woman—extremely
intelligent, politically engaged, an avid reader, and loved all
creatures large and small. She always had projects and
dreams for the future. Some of her favourite activities on
Mayne Island included walking the trails to Edith Point, and
swimming at Oyster Bay 500 feet from her cottage home. She
is survived by her loving daughters Megan, Polly, and Sarah
(Don), and will be remembered as a thoughtful and very
caring mother, and someone who touched hearts with her
art.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Oak Bay
Kiwanis Pavilion, Victoria. A service will be held for our
mother in the near future.
- PF

A

MLA Report

The iconic Belted Kingfisher is a common bird around the Salish Sea. It hunts for small fish, amphibians,
and crayfish by watching from a branch, post or rock or by hovering like an Osprey. The male is distinguished
by a blue belt across its chest while the female has a blue and rust-coloured belt.

- Claire Trevena, MLA, North Islands

s most people reading this report will be aware, we were
called back to the Legislature for a rare summer sitting.
The purpose was for the government to expedite a bill on
liquefied natural gas (LNG), which effectively sells out the
province for the next quarter of a century.
It is an absolutely astounding piece of legislation. In a
desperate attempt to get at least one LNG facility operating in
BC by the next election, the government has already fixed the
tax regime to be so low that we are effectively giving away our
resources.
This latest bill adds insult to injury. It ties the hands of this
and future governments so that if any changes are made in laws
that will negatively impact the earnings of the LNG producer,
the corporation will be compensated by the BC government. In
other words, if any government in the next generation chooses
to change environmental laws, tax laws, carbon reduction
initiatives, royalty rates or make any other changes that
negatively affect the corporation’s bottom line, taxpayers would
have to pay compensation to the corporation that could add up
to millions and millions of dollars.
Now I know that there are people within the BC Liberal
caucus, maybe within cabinet, who have been involved in
business. After all, they boast regularly that they are sound
financial managers. This legislation blows that claim to bits. I
am astounded that nobody said to them that this is simply an
absurdly bad deal. We are effectively paying Petronas, and other
LNG producers, to take our resources and sell them for their
profit, not ours.
The irony is that Petronas is a state-owned foreign company;
its profits help finance the government of Malaysia. So the
reality is that BC is essentially compensating the corporation
and by doing so will effectively be injecting millions of dollars
indirectly into the treasury of the government of Malaysia.
Premier Christy Clark made bold and impossible promises
at the last election. We were going to have at least one LNG plant
operating this year and three by 2020. So far, of course, we have
none—hence the desperate attempt to nearly give away our
province’s resources.
It should be remembered that part of Premier Clark’s
electioneering claimed this industry would wipe out the $60
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billion debt (which as we know has grown substantially under
her leadership), fill a $100 billion prosperity fund, and generate
$1 trillion in economic activity. It is now less than two years until
the next provincial election and none of these wild assertions have
been fulfilled, and none will be.
So what we have is a desperate government so determined to
be able to show that something is happening, that it will sell out
the people of BC.
The deal fails us in so many ways: it is anti-democratic in
that it ties the hands of future governments to indemnifying
producers against changes future governments may want to
make; it allows LNG producers to negotiate environmental
regulations and protects them from changes to a carbon tax and
other environmental initiatives; it gives no guarantees of jobs
for BC workers; and it fails to mention First Nations.
But Christy Clark used her majority to get this through
during summer, even though there was no deadline for any
legislation. The Premier (who was hardly visible during the last
short Legislature session) boasts about the historic nature of the
legislation.
Historically, it is apparent that rarely has a government in a
democracy been so willing to both abuse the system and to
make deals with an industry at high cost to the people that
government is supposed to represent. And it has done so with
eager alacrity.
The summer sitting was also used to amend the legislation
that governs the way the Ombudsman’s Office works. This was
done with all party approval as it will allow the Ombudsman to
investigate the fiasco around the summary dismissal of the Health
Ministry workers in 2012, which resulted in one of those fired
committing suicide. While we would prefer a public inquiry be
held to find out what really happened, an investigation by the
Ombudsman may assist in uncovering some of the truth that the
government so far has refused to reveal.
I was able to use this abbreviated and unexpected Legislature
session to thank all those who helped combat the forest fire
outside Port Hardy in July, as well as show appreciation to the
many volunteers who spend hours working on emergency
preparedness for our communities. 0

FERRY NAMES, from page 1

selection is exciting.
‘Thanks to contest participants, our new ships will have
names of which British Columbians can be proud. It was truly
a public process and reflects how much British Columbians care
about their ferry system. BC ferries is almost as iconic as the
ship names chosen.’
All three ferries are currently under construction at
Remontowa Shipbuilding in Poland. Salish Orca is scheduled
to arrive in British Columbia in the late summer of 2016 and is
expected to be in service replacing the 50-year old Queen of
Burnaby on the Comox–Powell River route in the late 2016early 2017, following extensive crew training and
familiarization.
Salish Eagle is scheduled to arrive in the fall of 2016 and will
replace the 51-year old Queen of Nanaimo, sailing on the
Tsawwassen–Southern Gulf Islands route.
Salish Raven is scheduled to arrive in the winter of 2017 and
will also service the Southern Gulf Islands in the busy part of the
year and be the back-up vessel during refits on both routes in the
winter. Raven is expected to start service in the summer of 2017.

Civil liberty groups launch
lawsuit against Bill C-51
Natalie Dunsmuir

The Anti-Terrorism Act, Bill C-51, has faced criticism since it
was first introduced in Parliament. The Bill became law in June
of this year, despite cross-country protests and opposition. Now,
the Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA) and the
Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE) have
launched a lawsuit, claiming that Bill C-51 is unconstitutional.
They are appealing the legislation with the help of renowned
constitutional lawyer Paul Cavalluzzo, who says that the bill
gives the government ‘licence to, in effect, run stampede over
our rights and liberties.’
The groups say that key sections of the Bill are in violation of
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and should be struck
down as unconstitutional. The 20-page application has been
filed with the Ontario Superior Court. Their challenge will focus
on five key components of the bill:
• the amendments made to the CSIS Act, which will give the
Canadian Security Intelligence Service the ability to get a
warrant in secret and will drastically expand their powers;
• the new Security and Information Sharing Act that will
allow a total of twenty-one Canadian agencies the ability to
exchange people’s personal information without transparancy;
• the new Secure Air Travel Act which allows government
to keep a secret no-fly list, and prevents government or airlines
from either confirming or denying that a person is on the list,
even to that person;
• the changes to the Immigration and Refugees Act, which
would allow the government to hold secret hearings concerning
people who the government is trying to deport; and
• CCLA and CJFE oppose the changes to the Criminal Code,
which make it illegal to ‘advocate or promote terrorism’, thus
criminalizing speech which may support terrorism offences ‘in
general’. This, say CCLA and CJFE, violates freedom of speech
as it is far too vague a term.
CCLA and CJFA are fundraising to support legal fees—for
more information, go to www.gofundme.com/c51ontrial. 0

Naming Contest

Among all 7,000+ entries for BC Ferries vessel naming contest,
nine entrants submitted one or two of the complete names
finally selected. BC Ferries says it’s important to note that
hundreds of entries contained parts of each name, such as
‘Salish’ or ‘Orca’ but only nine entries contained both parts
chosen by the panel and the BC Ferries Committee.
So, in accordance with the contest rules, since no one entrant
submitted all three names in full, three individual draws were
performed; one for each vessel name. Each entrant that
submitted one of the vessel names in full was included in the
respective draw for that name.
Three individuals’ names were drawn for the three grand
prizes of $500 in ferry travel: Brian Douglas of Cobble Hill was
drawn for Salish Orca, Pat Burns of Vancouver was drawn for
Salish Eagle, and Mark Crawford of Saanich was drawn for
submitting Salish Raven.
The six undrawn name-pickers will receive a round-trip BC
Ferries’ travel voucher. 0

Look at the amount of news! Help us keep doing this! Readers’ $30
annual voluntary subscriptions make all the difference!
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For the record: Letter of Comment to the National Energy
Board on Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project, from
Patrick Brown, North Pender Island.
inder Morgan proposes to build a new pipeline from
Alberta to Burnaby, and ship bitumen and petroleum
products to their Westridge terminal to be transported
by tanker to foreign destinations.
As a Canadian and Gulf Islands resident directly affected by
this project, I have become a Commenter specifically to raise a
number of specific points which I believe the National Energy
Board panel should take into consideration in evaluating the
benefits and disadvantages of the proposal.

Board to consider existing and proposed pipelines
The Board, as I understand its remit, plans to address the
proposal in isolation from its relationship to the existing sixtyyear-old Trans Mountain Pipeline. While the new pipeline may
be the only new construction identified by Kinder Morgan’s
application as reviewable by the Board, it is clear from the
company’s terminology (‘twinning’ the existing pipeline) that it
intends to operate both pipelines as a single enterprise. It
therefore follows that the future operation of both pipelines
should be the proper subject of the Board’s consideration. Later
in this letter, I raise several issues that flow from this fact.

Board will consider capacity increases throughout the
system
Further to the Board’s remit, it would appear that the
proposal for a new pipeline is to be considered in isolation from
the overall economic, petroleum industry, and transportation
environment, but is to include its effect on the natural
environment along the proposed route. I am aware that the
Board has ruled out considerations relating to the upstream
production of bitumen from oilsands sources. However, the
construction of this pipeline is intended to increase the capacity
for the transportation of crude oil and liquid petroleum
products from Alberta to the west coast of Canada. This clearly
results in requirements for increased storage at the Burnaby
terminal, increased capacity for tanker loading at Westridge,
and an increased number of tankers travelling in both
directions between Westridge and Buoy Juliet (at the seaward
entrance to Juan de Fuca Strait). These arrangements are also
subjects of my concern.
For credibility, Board must consider wide range of
alternatives
Fundamental to the Board’s consideration of this proposal
is its authority and credibility with respect to its relationship to
the federal government. Over the past number of months, the
position of the Board has been changed from a quasi-judicial
function, able to consider the effect on the public interest of
proposals such as this one, to a body with the sole function of
advising the federal cabinet, which then makes the decision as
to the acceptability of a proposal.
As I am sure the Board realizes, this shift has a devastating
effect on the credibility of the evaluation process. This
destruction of the Board’s previous function affects both its
technical evaluation and its ability to consider submissions from
both Intervenors and Commenters. There is an entirely
reasonable question as to whether the Charter rights of
Canadians wishing to participate have been abrogated.
This credibility has been further eroded by changes in
procedures that can only have the result of limiting the
information available to the Board. I refer not only to the
reduction in oral presentations, and in particular to the
elimination of oral cross-examination, but also to the elaborate
‘application’ procedure for Commenters and Intervenors. The
amount of paperwork that results has impeded the question
and answer procedure intended to replace oral hearings, and
facilitated the provision of inadequate answers to the many
questions that have arisen.
Board independence and integrity
To summarize these first three points, it is clear that the
federal government-initiated erosion of both the Board’s
authority and its ability to conduct a comprehensive hearing
will raise major questions about whatever conclusions it might
reach. Nevertheless, I wish to raise a number of points with
respect to this particular proposal, on the assumption that the
Board itself intends to carry on with its considerations with all
due thoughtfulness and sincerity.
In fact, the Trans Mountain Extension decision presents an
ideal opportunity for the Board to demonstrate its
independence and integrity.
Existing pipeline condition is questionable
The condition of the existing Trans Mountain pipeline, some
sixty years old, is questionable to say the least. Kinder Morgan
is clearly aware of this—witness the number of sites where
temporary repairs have been made in order to cure old leaks or
prevent new ones. Pipelines of similar age, made of similar steel
by similar manufacturing methods, are reaching the end of their
useful life at locations throughout North America.
To my knowledge, no comprehensive study has been made
as to whether the transportation of ‘dilbit’ (diluted bitumen)
leads to shortened pipeline life. However, the characteristics of
dilbit (a mixture of oil and diluent, of widely varying viscosities,
acidity, and abrasive potential), pumped at increasing pressures
through an old pipeline of varying thickness and doubtful
cathodic protection, suggest that the potential for leakage far
exceeds the average for North American lines.

Kinder Morgan primarily an investment company
Kinder Morgan is an investment company that has come to
specialize in pipelines. Its corporate structure is primarily
designed to take advantage of provisions of US tax law in order
to maximize returns to US investors. Pipeline operation
procedures could be expected to place a high priority on
financial return over other objectives.
It has owned the existing Trans Mountain Pipeline for a
relatively brief portion of the pipeline’s long life. While it does
appear that previous owners of the line have kept maintenance
records over many years, Kinder Morgan clearly purchased the
existing pipeline as a strategic investment, regardless of its
condition.
Trans Mountain is important; it is the only pipeline carrying
oil over the Rockies, north of Southern California. There is a
reason for this; the geography is rugged enough to pose serious
problems for pipeline builders. Despite the intricacies of Kinder
Morgan’s ever-changing corporate structure, designed to
protect them, the company’s investors might be shocked to
realize the extent of their exposure that results.
Route of the existing line over the ‘jump-off’ presents
disaster potential
Nowhere are these problems more clearly indicated than in
the route of the existing pipeline down through the Coquihalla
Canyon, east of Hope. The line, after travelling for many
kilometres across BC’s central plateau, must find a route
through the Coast Mountains. It is routed over the ‘jump-off’, a
sudden plunge of 3,000 feet into the canyon. This drastic
change in elevation naturally results in extremely high internal
pipeline pressures and severe pressure fluctuations where the
line levels out at the bottom of the canyon, and the original
builders recognized that fact. Normally, this would have called
for the installation of much heavier wall pipe in this section, but
the builders instead chose to install additional storage tanks at
the Hope pumping station, to absorb the pressure variations
and even the flow along the Fraser River to Burnaby.
The pipeline has experienced leaks at the bottom of the
‘jump-off’ over the last few years. In addition, a tree near the
top of the incline has roots that straddle the pipe. Kinder
Morgan are most certainly aware of the potential for accidents
in this section of the pipeline, but may have attempted to
minimize maintenance cost, rather than undertaking
replacement of the questionable pipe. Replacement would
involve an extensive shut-down of the pipeline, which would
severely impact Kinder Morgan’s ‘bottom line’.
This location must be identified as a ‘very high consequence’
area should a leak develop. The Coquihalla River flows into the
Fraser River at Hope, and the Fraser is one of the major salmon
source rivers on the west coast of North America. It would be
difficult, if not impossible, to prevent oil reaching the Fraser
from a serious leak on or below the ‘jump-off’. The effect of such
a spill would affect salmon stocks for years to come, and
possibly permanently. Could any company carry sufficient
liability insurance to cover such a loss?
It is significant that the proposed route for the new pipeline
avoids this routing altogether.
Pipeline routes through the Lower Mainland urban
area present hazards
The pipeline route through Greater Vancouver’s urban area
is, of course, much more heavily populated than it was sixty
years ago, and the alignment indicated for the new pipeline
recognizes this. However, the pipeline does follow the Fraser
River closely, and of course must cross it, south to north, at one
point. Again, and even though we are referring to the new
pipeline, any accident would have very high consequences.
An example of this is the new pipeline route for the Burnaby
tank farm to the Westridge Terminal. The routing of the original
pipeline is now covered with suburban development, and new
pipeline construction along the same route would incur
considerable disruption.
Kinder Morgan has been exploring the possibility of
connecting the tank farm to the terminal by locating its
pipeline(s) in a tunnel bored through Burnaby Mountain. The
environmental impacts of this proposal are not yet clear, since
the company has only recently included this routing in its
overall proposal.
Continued use of existing pipeline poses financial
risks for Kinder Morgan
To summarize these points, Kinder Morgan must recognize
that the existing Trans Mountain Pipeline cannot be
maintained, and its continued use exposes the company to
extremely high financial liability should an accident occur. The
company must also recognize that, given the routing, the age of
the pipeline, and the pumping of dilbit at increasing pressures,
the chance of an accident increases daily.
It is also clear that the cost of repairing or replacing the line,
both in terms of construction costs and loss of capacity, is
sufficient to generate a significant ‘bottom line’ impact.
Burnaby tank farm poses serious fire hazard in an
urban area.
Kinder Morgan’s Burnaby tank farm lies on the south slope
of Burnaby mountain, surrounded on the north and west by a
wooded ecological reserve area, and to the south and east, urban
development. However, the Kinder Morgan proposal includes
doubling the number of tanks and the farm’s total capacity, to
match the anticipated increased through-put of the combined
old and new pipelines. The tank farm is located uphill from an
NEB COMMENTER, please turn to page 6
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www.drillwell.com
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250-744-6842
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WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island
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dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
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SALT SPRING ISLAND

Dear National Energy Board …

Besley
Design & Build
3D Computer Design
Permit Plans
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Done Right - Safely

• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for
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Ross Walker & Corey Johnson
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VINCE SMYTHE

250-213-6316

Quality Workmanship
Reliable Service
Free Estimates
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E-BIKES

By David
Elderton

Sales, service, batteries, bikes
and kits. Authorized dealer for
Juiced Riders and ebikes.ca
Salt Spring Island

250-538-0911 • elderton@telus.net

Hy-Geo
Consulting

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

(250) 658-1701

information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

Downtown Victoria
Rental – Ferncliff House
One bedroom self-catering
with full kitchen, living room,
bath, tv, wifi, on quiet street
& private duplex home in
Fernwood/ Oakland district,
less than 5 minutes from
Jubilee Hospital, Hillside
Mall, and downtown.
No smoking/pets.
250-539-2463

www.bluevistaresort.com/victoria

NEXT DEADLINE:
August 12
250.216.2267
BOXED ADS - Start
at 1-1/2 inches
B&W:
$24.50/in+gst
COLOUR:
$32/in+gst

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Specializing in water
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terrain

• Fully insured

• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-858-9575
www.shorelinedesign.ca
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Capital Regional District
Notice of

Applications/Nominations for
Membership Southern Gulf
Islands Harbours Commission
The Capital Regional District (CRD) invites applications/
nominations from residents interested in sitting on the Southern
Gulf Islands Harbours Commission to provide direction with
respect to the planning, acquisition, development, restructure
maintenance and operation of small craft harbour facilities
to serve the residents of the Southern Gulf Islands. There are
upcoming vacancies for Commissioners representing Galiano
Island, South Pender Island and Piers Island.
Meetings are held at 9 am on the third Thursday of every
second month on the Saanich Peninsula. Appointments will be
for a two (2) year term commencing October 2015.
Please send us a one-page summary telling about yourself,
your area of expertise, which location you wish to represent
and why you would like to serve on the Commission.
Deadline for receipt of applications is August 14, 2015. For
more information, please visit our website:
www.crd.bc.ca/about/what-we-do/docks-moorage.
Mail, fax or email your application to:
CRD Integrated Water Services
Phone: 250.474.9606
479 Island Highway
Fax: 250.474.4012
Victoria, BC V9B 1H7
Email: water@crd.bc.ca

Join Our Team!
Helping People...Improving Lives

Now Hiring Galiano, Pender, Mayne, and
Salt Spring health care aides/community
health workers!
We offer great wages and a team that’s:
%FEJDBUFEUPRVBMJUZFYDFMMFODFt
"XBSEXJOOJOHt"DDSFEJUFEXJUI
Exemplary Standing

Find out more!
APPLY NOW!
www.islandtides.com

www.beaconcs.ca

Readers’ Letters

The Worst Thing About Bill C-51

Dear Editor:
Canada’s Bill C-51 (now law) is somewhat a copy of America’s
Patriot Act. The problem with this incredible law is not the
stripping of individual citizens of their rights, not that it
eliminates habeas corpus, not that it transgresses Canada’s
Charter of Rights, nor even that it opens the door to
dictatorship. The worst thing about this law is not its injustice,
nor its cruelty, nor the huge power it gives the police, not that it
establishes a ‘secret police’ mentality, not that it establishes
secret courts, not it’s a naked power grab by our politicians, nor
even, finally, the oppression it fosters. (We don’t see that
oppression yet, but this opens the door to it. When you have
secret police, you have oppression.)
The worst thing has not bloomed yet, and I don’t know how
close it is; it partly depends on the political, human weather.
The worst thing might not occur for decades, or it might slowly
creep upon us, as more and more laws reflect C-51, and use it
as a bold template for exercising power.
Acceptance of this worst thing is, in-itself, the worst thing.
The worst thing is deeply allied to oppression, but lies one step
further: impotence, the impotence it forces upon every man,
woman and child. The feeling that one has no power to change
things and must simply obey, enervates a nation.
Bill C-51 suppresses divergent intelligence (people who think
outside the box) because it makes ‘difference’ or nonconformity a justification for arresting anyone. It suppresses a
citizen’s right to speak with opinion or passion. Of course the
bill seems to restrict the activities it governs—it purports to
address only terrorists, would-be terrorists, and those who
discuss terrorism in any way—it gives the secret police the right
to arrest anyone for suspicion of terrorist sympathies, and
leaves the determination of these ‘sympathies’ up to the
arresting officer. In fact it leaves the very definition of terror up
to the secret police. For example (though a ridiculous one) I
could be saying ‘the sky is blue’ to a dinner date, and the cop at
the next table can arrest me for a reference to 9/11. Making the
hammer’s head so broad depresses everyone’s hope of living
without punishment. Then a society of guilt is created.
It suppresses not only genius, but creativity in every way; it
turns a population into porridge, a sludge that earns its meal,
makes its bed, and lives an unthinking life. The suppression of
genius will eventually lead to a lack of innovation, and a
passivity that makes the nation weak, sick, and stunted.
We saw this impotent citizenry in Soviet Russia (the USSR).
The irony is that the US and Canada, while braying their intense
dislike of—even enmity toward—such a nation/system
(‘communists’, ‘reds’) are slowly and surely doing everything to
create one here. With one difference: here it will lead to facism
rather than state communism. In both systems, a tiny power
class controls the populace.
There is a time when nations stand on the brink of selfdestruction. Pre-WWII Germany, a relatively free society, let
Hitler’s unlawful antics overwhelm the ‘parliament’ and led
finally to Nazism. I suspect Canada and the US are on such a
brink and that these laws, C-51 and the Patriot Act, are the open
door to oppression of the citizenry.
Micheal Rasberry, Ladysmith

More On Palestine-Israel

Dear Editor:
Presumptuous of Gabor Maté to imagine himself a biblical
prophet, excoriating fellow Jews on account of alleged misdeeds
(‘Never Again Does Not Justify Gaza Conflict’, Island Tides, July
23, page 2). Let me explain the law to Dr Maté.
If an assailant holding a hostage represents a threat of bodily
harm or death to you, you may kill both assailant and hostage
if you are not able to avoid killing the hostage. If the assailant
lives, he will be indicted for murder of the hostage. You will have
committed non-culpable homicide. It’s a cruel dilemma but the
law does not require self-sacrifice. Hamas created the dilemma
in Gaza.
So, Dr Matés World War II partisan heroes used tunnels too.
Did they use them intending to murder kindergarten children?
That’s not ‘impotent defiance’; that’s evil. Does Dr Maté have
nothing to say about Hamas arms caches, command posts,
rocket batteries under, in and beside hospitals, schools and
private homes? Those are war crimes.
Dr Maté hasn’t a clue about the law with respect to
proportionality either. It’s not what you use in war, it’s how you
use it. The Israel Defence Forces adhere to international
humanitarian law as five military experts (whose views were
ignored) advised the UN Human Rights Council Inquiry.
Michael Friedman, Salt Spring Island

New Freighter Anchorages

Dear Editor:
A few weeks ago Gabriolans learned that the federal
government is planning to designate five Cape-size freighter
anchorages in the Strait of Georgia, along the Gabriola coastline.
These anchorages would accommodate four 300-metre and
one 260-metre freighters.
Gabriolans from across the island are not happy, and have
come together as ‘Gabriola Anchor-RAGE’ (GAR) to send a loud
and clear message to Transport Canada and the Pacific Pilotage
Authority that these anchorages will not happen.
As far as we know, these would be the first freighter
anchorages on Georgia Strait. If they are allowed here, we may
see more anchorages along the Valdez, Galiano, Mayne and

Saturna coastlines.
GAR considers anchorages in the open Georgia Strait, where
wind strength in the fall and winter can reach gale force, to be
dangerous. Human error could lead to oil spills with
catastrophic consequences for residents, the coastline, ocean
bed, marine life, and birds.
Introducing such heavy industrial activity into this area
violates the legislative promise of the Islands Trust Act ‘to
preserve and protect the trust area and its unique amenities and
environment for the benefit of the residents of the trust area
and of British Columbia generally.’
Freighter anchorages here would harm tourism, fishing
charters and recreational fishing, and have a devastating impact
on residents’ quality of life.
Approval of these five anchorages would bring the total
number of anchorages within the Islands Trust area to 33. That
number is bound to increase as BC ships America’s thermal
coal, Alberta’s bitumen and BC’s LNG to Asia, exacerbating
global warming when humanity should be shifting to clean
energy.
If you find this planned expansion of anchorages
unacceptable, please go to www.gabriolaanchorrage.org and
sign our petition. If you have freighters anchored near your
home, please share with us your experience, at
gabriolaanchorrage@gmail.com.
Keith Hamilton, Gabriola Island

Conflicting Opinions About Site C

Dear Editor:
In the July 23 edition of Island Tides, Natalie Dunsmuir
contends that the BC Hydro poll showing 59% support for Site
C and 22% conditional support is in conflict with that of
municipal groups representing 70% of British Columbians
urging a halt to construction. However, a little thought shows
there is not necessarily a conflict and that, other things being
equal, the BC Hydro poll is likely the best reflection of public
opinion.
The BC Hydro poll was presumably done by surveying
individual BC residents in a statistically valid way that
represents the views of all adult BC residents. On the other
hand, the politicians opposing the dam are expressing their own
opinions. Assuming 40% of the electorate votes and successful
candidates get 60% of votes cast, their supporters represent
only 24% the electorate—a small minority. If political opinion
is to be judged by the total size of the electorate that politicians
represent, surely the views of municipal leaders representing
70% of the Province would be trumped by those of the Premier,
who represents 100%.
Dunsmuir implicitly casts doubt on the validity of the BC
Hydro poll. It is possible that the questions asked were biased
towards eliciting a favourable view of Site C, hence the caution
regarding other things being equal, but any reputable polling
firm would be reluctant to permit such bias. I expect that BC
Hydro’s research was carried out by a reputable polling firm
and that BC Hydro would disclose the questions asked and the
margins of error in the survey. Polling firms do make errors but
generally their findings reflect the likely state of public opinion
better than politicians with an axe to grind.
Richard Blanchard, Gabriola Island

Trans Mountain Needs BC Review

A version of the following letter was sent to Premier Christy
Clark.
Dear Premier Christy Clark:
In July 2012 you outlined the five conditions to be satisfactorily
met by the Enbridge Northen Gateway Pipeline before the
British Columbia government would give its approval to the
project. As a Commenter to the Trans Mountain Pipeline
Expansion Application, the Mayne Island Conservancy Society
would like your confirmation that these same five conditions
apply to the Trans Mountain (TM) proposal, in particular
number 2:
‘World-leading marine oil spill response, prevention and
recovery systems for BC’s coastline and ocean to manage and
mitigate the risks and costs of heavy oil pipelines and
shipments.’
The environmental risks to the Salish Sea and the lands
surrounding it are far too great to not receive the same attention
from the BC government. On June 21, 2010, the BC
government entered into an ‘Equivalency Agreement’ with the
National Energy Board (NEB). A ‘joint review’ under this
agreement does not include British Columbia participation but
is a joint review between the NEB and the Federal Ministry of
the Environment. A federal environmental assessment is not
equivalent to a BC assessment. In signing this agreement the
province abdicated its power to review the environmental
effects of projects brought before the NEB and gave up its power
to impose more stringent environmental protections.
The NEB review is now widely viewed as discredited by
many British Columbians. Consider the following points:
• The excessively restrictive, non-transparent nature of the
NEB review indicates a process that is designed to suppress a
fair and democratic consideration of the issues—no right to
cross-examine witnesses; severe limits on who can
comment/intervene; the burdensome application process
simply to submit a comment letter;
• The NEB’s permission for Trans Mountain to withhold its
spill response plans for the strait, and excuse it with security
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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BC Summer Exploring
Priscilla Ewbank

am back from a trip to Smithers, Prince
Rupert and Haida Gwaii. To people’s
amazement, it is also hot and dry up there.
I have not traveled through the interior of BC
before and it was all a wonder—from the size
of the mosquitos, to the glory of the rivers, and
the vibrancy of the communities.
What a bonus to come from a tight island
community with many botanical and biological
cycles intact and our engaged community
members volunteering for the good of us all.
As I travelled, all that my eyes saw was
informed by my ‘at home’ knowledge—all was
strange and yet strongly familiar.
Smithers has worked hard to be a welcoming
community for its own sake and to attract the
interest of visitors, to grow alongside their First
Nations neighbours, to strengthen their
established businesses and to grow new ones. I
saw way more farming and ranching than I ever
expected, as well as hip new businesses and local
development of great ski-hills.
I get it now—why interior people are fierce
about their rivers. The Bulkley River storms
alongside the farms and town, turquoise
coloured from the glaciers. Further down at the
Telkwa Bridge, which spans a glorious froth
and foam volcanic rock bottleneck, First
Nations have the right to spear and dip net the
salmon that are just starting to migrate up the
Skeena. Way inland, the people say ‘We are
Salmon People’—now I know why.
The Saskatoon berries were everywhere and
I was snacking continually—they are a delicious
cross between blackberries for juice and salal for
satisfying flavour. And everywhere in the
interior, I heard the rich call of the Swainson’s
thrush just like on Saturna. ‘Hello,’ I said in my
heart, ‘How delighted I am to hear you.’
‘United against Enbridge’ signs and ‘LNG
NO’ are landscape features. Most are handmade,
lots are painted on barns and water tanks, facing
roads and the CN rail-line that runs from
Smithers to Prince Rupert. The train follows the

magnificent Skeena River which bursts around
mountains with their bulging skirts, picking up
more and more creeks and rivulets on its way to
the sea. This is Emily Carr country—how she
traveled in those days is beyond me. I have even
more admiration for her.
I saw one set of mountains at the
confluence of the Skeena and the Bulkley
Rivers and it was strangely familiar; yes, it is
one of her famous paintings along with the
First Nations villages in Hazelton and K’san.
Break-up on the Skeena is a big deal locally,
as are the first salmon to migrate inland. Where
the Skeena and all her tributaries meet the salty
Hecate Strait is a riot of shoals, islands, banks,
mist, outwash plains—what a visual—and it’s
what the Fraser must have looked like originally.
The river is tidal for 60 miles up. The beds of eel
grass are so much more luxuriant and evident
than what I have seen at home.
Coming into Prince Rupert on the VIA train
we saw the huge seaport as we waited and
waited, with CN cars lined up for three miles
to fill the cargo boats. As this is a northern
‘goldrush’, the infrastructure is way out of
whack. Sidings are jammed, with great
frustration expressed all around. Until four
months ago there was no siding to allow
anyone else to go by and the VIA tourists
sometimes had to wait half a day.
There are plans to triple trains and enlarge
the port, with very little planning for the
cumulative effect on the important riverside
environment. The present dock is right in the
Skeena River estuary.
On the Northern Adventure ferry we rode
from Prince Rupert to Skidegate and went right
past Flores Bank, which is a huge eel grass bed
vital to fish life on the Skeena River. It’s closely
attached to Lelu Island, where the BC
government is moving heaven and hell to get
Petronas and their LNG port lined-up. I asked
people in the area what their views were on the
Northern Gateway Pipeline and LNG ports.

concerns that apply to the land pipeline.
This excludes residents along the tanker
route from actively engaging in spill response
planning, and prevents the public from
knowing whether TM’s recommendations for
increased response capacity by the West Coast
Marine Response Corporation (WCMRC) will
be implemented;
• Transport Canada’s rejection of Trans
Mountain’s recommendation for a moving
exclusion zone around tankers;
• NEB’s silence on the potential conflict of
interest caused by parent company Kinder
Morgan being a major shareholder in
WCMRC; and
• The recent declaration by several southwestern BC mayors that the NEB review ‘is not

a public hearing’, and is ‘no longer a credible
process from either a scientific evidentiary
basis, nor from a public policy and public
interest perspective’.
Moreover, the failure of coastal governance
at the federal level makes provincial
government involvement even more
necessary, such as:
• the closing of the English Bay Coast Guard
station most certainly contributed to the
appallingly mismanaged response to the
recent fuel spill in English Bay from the MV
Marathassa; and
• the clear lack of a single authority with a
vested interest in the health of our coast to
ensure that all industry and government

LETTERS from previous page
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A Western Pine Elfin butterfly.

Enbridge got almost universal dislike and added
to that was the local experience from Enbridge’s
presentations and from their attitude when they
came to promote their pipeline.
About LNG, in general, none said, ‘Go for
it.’ The almost universal response from locals
was that there are too many projects and not
enough time to evaluate their total effects.
Locals also do not want LNG on Flores Bank.
They do want some development, but they
want to know the cost so they can plan well.
They don’t trust the government.
Unfortunately, very few people had any idea
that the southern coastal communities care
about the outcome of the two projects too.
Haida Gwaii is spectacular—lively, tiny
communities, the marine environment is
vibrant and full of life and the many deer are
shut out of gardens with picturesque picket
fences. The landscape and constantly changing
weather is simply beautiful.

Speaking with several Haida and other
locals, they judge that they had no impact on
the Enbridge facilitators who toured their
communities. Their extremely large turnout of
community members from the north and
south and the richness of feast and ceremony
with which they greeted the Enbridge people
was a success, however. It gave locals the
experience of being united and galvanized and
was well worth the effort.
I was struck by what seems to be an ease
between the Haida and the other locals. Parks
Canada and Haida work closely to run Gwaii
Haanas National Park Reserve & Natural
Conservation Area. People figure that this is
working well for all.
Last herring season the Haida successfully
refused to allow Ministry of Fisheries and
Oceans to open the fishery until stocks have
increased.
It is wild up there! 0
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Help improve sailing schedules
in the Southern Gulf Islands

This summer, customers are welcome to participate
in our open houses to provide their input.
Saturna Island August 17, 7-9 pm, Saturna Island Community Hall
Mayne Island August 18, 7-9 pm, Mayne Island Community Centre
Pender Island August 19, 7-9 pm, Pender Island Community Hall
Salt Spring Island August 24, 7-9 pm, Salt Spring Island Harbour House
Sidney August 26, 7-9 pm, Mary Winspear Centre
Galiano Island August 27, 7-9 pm, Galiano Island Community Hall
Richmond September 9, 7-9 pm, River Rock Casino Resort

If you are unable to attend, please participate in our online Community
Feedback survey from August 31 to September 20 by visiting bcferries.com.
For more information, visit us online, call 1-888-BC-FERRY (223-3779)
or email sgischeduling@bcferries.com.

www.islandtides.com
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Sunset colours at Princess Margaret Marine Park

Ferry schedules change with new ferries, and old - Brian Hollingshead
BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

Moon Date
New: August 14
Full: August 29

Pender Island
Kayak Adventures

Tours • Rentals • SUP
Paddle Canada Lessons
Disc Golf • Electric Bicycles

1-855-629-6939
kayakpenderisland.com

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

1.888.296.8059

www.wintonhomes.ca
You’ll be right at home!

MINI-ADS!

BE SEEN & DON’T
BUST THE BUDGET!

www.islandtides.com

wo intermediate-class ferries will be arriving
in early 2017 to replace the venerable Queen
of Nanaimo, providing service between
Tsawwassen and the Southern Islands and Salt
Spring (see article, page 1).
As two medium-sized ferries have different
capabilities and limitations from one larger ferry, or
one large and one small ferry, new schedules need
to be drawn-up prior to their arrival.

Helping With New Schedules

To this end, BC Ferries has met with an extended
working group from the community, including nine
members from the Southern Gulf Islands and three
from Salt Spring. This group is tasked with providing
early comment, intended to reflect the views of
islanders, on various schedules proposed by BC
Ferries. Not necessarily to ‘approve’ them but to help
get them to a stage where they can be presented to
the community for discussion and refinement.
Community meetings will take place in August
on each of the islands, in Richmond and in Sidney
(schedule, box right). BC Ferries is committed to
considering all community comments and adjusting
the schedules as may be appropriate. We are advised
the proposed schedules will be posted online prior
to the meetings.
The working group was anticipating considering

NEB COMMENTER, from page 3

urban area of considerable density. Any leakage or
fire must necessarily, once again, present a ‘high
consequence’ situation, with high liability exposure
for the proponent. The tankage, of course, was
originally designed and built (many years ago) for
light crude and refined product. Its performance and
safety with dilbit are not yet clear.
Westridge terminal is an unsuitable location
for deep sea tankers
The Westridge terminal, on Burrard Inlet to the
north of Burnaby Mountain, would be enlarged to
accommodate more than one tanker at a time, with
additional anchorages further up the inlet. While I
appreciate that, sixty years ago, this would have been
a convenient location for a terminal serving small
coastal tankers, I would suggest that there are several
reasons why it is basically unsuitable today as a key
location for Canada’s Pacific oil trade.
Most of these reasons relate to the operation of
tankers required to access the Westridge Terminal
from the Pacific Ocean:
• the immediate location of the terminal, on a
narrow portion of Burrard Inlet, with restricted
depth on its north side, limits both the siting of the
on-water terminal docks and facilities and the
maneuvering of tankers. Waiting tankers must be
anchored further east in Burrard Inlet.
• tankers must access Westridge from Vancouver
Harbour though the Second Narrows, which has
limited depth and width and thus limits the size and
draft of tankers that can be used to Aframax, with
loading limited to 85% of capacity. Second Narrows
presents additional hazards with strong tidal
currents, and an old lift-span railway bridge which
requires careful navigation. Current sailing
directions for tankers through Second Narrows
specify highwater slack-tide, daylight, two pilots, two
tugs, and ‘Clear Narrows’, which means that no other
vessels can approach the Narrows while it is
occupied by a tanker.
• tankers, laden and in ballast, must travel the
entire length of Vancouver Harbour at slow speed
with tugs. No ‘bubble’ zone appears to be proposed,
but such a vessel still occupies a great deal of

various options for the two new ferries and their
connecting linkage to Routes 5 and 5A (Swartz
Bay–Southern Gulf Islands).

serving Galiano and Saturna and the other serving
Mayne and Pender. This appears to be nonnegotiable. With that arrangement comes the
second major change, the substantial reduction in
what remains of inter-island connectivity.
The committee suggested that in order to
partially mitigate the required re-routing through
Swartz Bay, BC Ferries should apply SGI inter-island
fares on through-fares via Swartz Bay. These would

searoom. This in a harbour that contains large
container ships, bulk carriers, cruise ships, barge
traffic, SeaBus commuter vessels, float planes, and
numerous small vessels.
It also should not be necessary to point out that
an accident or fire aboard a loaded Aframax tanker
in Vancouver Harbour would have extremely serious
consequences, both on the water and on land.
• having navigated Vancouver Harbour, tankers
must travel through First Narrows. Again: daylight,
highwater slack-tide, with pilots and tugs are
specified, and ‘Clear Narrows’ applies as it did at
Second Narrows.
• tankers must then thread their way through
anchored ships in English Bay, and then turn south
towards Boundary Pass.
Emergency
response
services
are
inadequate throughout the tanker route
Many questions have been raised as to the
adequacy of emergency response facilities and
services in Vancouver Harbour and adjacent waters.
Today, they are clearly inadequate for either a major
oil spill or a tanker fire. The Coast Guard, lead agency
in the case of an emergency, has withdrawn to
Richmond. The federal government presence, in the
form of Port Metro Vancouver, appears limited to a
promotional role, and takes little responsibility for
vessel safety or emergency services.
A number of recommendations have been made
to strengthen emergency response to an oil spill
along the tanker route to the sea. It is clearly difficult
to maintain such facilities against the day when such
an event might well occur, but once again, the
consequences of any incident, on ship, shore, and
the marine environment, are inevitably calamitous.
It should be noted that the only real, fulltime
emergency tug along the entire route is maintained
by the US, at Neah Bay, at the west end of Juan de
Fuca Strait.
Turn Point and Boundary Pass restrict deep
sea traffic through Haro Strait
As tankers join the stream of seagoing vessels
traveling through narrow Boundary Pass and down
Haro Strait, the Board must consider not only the
hazards of their route, but also the extent and nature

of the marine traffic.
(At this point, I must most certainly count myself
and the residents of the Southern Gulf Islands as
‘directly affected’. Should there be an accident, our
shores and our communities will bear the
consequences and the costs. This will be true no
matter how adequate the promised emergency
services might be.)
Haro Strait is the only shipping route between
Juan de Fuca Strait (at Victoria) and Georgia Strait
(at Tsawwassen). It carries a vast range of marine
traffic. Besides tankers (slow, with pilots, and
accompanying tugs), it includes bulk carriers
(mainly coal, but also other minerals and lumber;
slow and not easily maneuverable), container ships
(large, fast, powerful, on tight schedules), cruise
ships (large, fast, powerful, on tight schedules), tugs
and barges, fishing vessels, recreational vessels, the
occasional naval vessel, etc. Cross traffic includes
ferries, both BC and Washington State.
In the middle of Haro Strait lies Turn Point,
where all vessels going to sea must make a tight 90º
turn to port around the west end of Stuart Island,
with dangerous Arachne Reef on the outside of the
turn.
This tight, narrow turn accommodates only one
ship at a time, in only one direction at a time. Traffic
is controlled by Vessel Traffic Control. But ships, of
all sizes, speeds, and degrees of maneuverability, are
traveling in both directions, so this turn is far more
of a bottleneck than it appears, and requires careful
communication between skippers and pilots to avoid
accidents—or near misses. With slower, less
maneuverable ships, tides will be a factor as well.
At the south end of Haro Strait lies Victoria,
where the route to the Pacific turns to starboard, and
then out into the open Juan de Fuca Strait.
There is one other route into Juan de Fuca Strait,
and that is from Puget Sound via Rosario Strait. For
many years, supertankers carrying crude oil from
Valdez, Alaska, have entered Juan de Fuca Strait
from the open Pacific, having traveled down the
outside of Vancouver Island. At the east end of the
strait, they have unloaded their cargo of crude at

Swartz Bay-Southern Islands

Ferry committees were surprised to find that BC
Ferries has undertaken a complete re-write of the
Route 5 schedule in an effort to resolve a few longstanding concerns and to create some ‘operating
efficiencies’. Not surprisingly, there are trade-offs.
The schedules initially presented
New Ferry Schedule Meeting Dates
included several service improvements
along with a number of service • Saturna: Mon, Aug 17, 7-9pm, Saturna Community Hall
degradation ‘problems’, some minor, • Mayne: Tues, Aug 18, 7-9pm, Mayne Community Centre
some major. BC Ferries listened to the • Pender: Wed, Aug 19, 7-9pm, Pender Anglican Hall
group and fixed several of the • Salt Spring: Mon, Aug 24, 7-9pm, Harbour House Hotel
‘problems’. While there seems to be • Sidney: Wed, Aug 26, 7-9pm, Mary Winspear Centre
agreement that many connections are • Galiano: Thurs, Aug 27, 7-9pm, Galiano Hall, South Island
better than the current ones, there • Richmond: Wed, Sep 9, 7-9pm, River Rock Casino/Hotel
remain some major (in the committee’s
view) problems in both the Swartz Bay and apply to SGI to SGI trips and to SGI to and from Salt
Tsawwassen ‘proposed’ schedules. There are also a Spring (Fulford Harbour). The lengthy trips would
host of proposed sailings now requiring back- remain but they’d cost less. BC Ferries is considering
the recommendation.
tracking, increasing travel times.
The changes are substantial and will affect
There are two major changes that seem to be
embedded in the proposed schedules. The first is everyone, positively and possibly negatively. You need
combining the four islands into two pairs, and to be aware of them and be prepared to comment. BC
providing most of the day-to-day service Ferries needs (and wants) to hear from you, while the
accordingly, with one of the Swartz Bay ferries schedules are still open to adjustment. 0
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BCHydro: Sales Record and Financial Fitness do
not Support Building Site C Dam - Erik Andersen
he just-released BCHydro Annual Report for the year
ending March 31, 2015 shows that BC sales (domestic
only) were 3.4% less than in 2014. The power demand
volume over the same period, as measured in gigawatt hours
(GWhrs), was 51,213, or about the same as it was a decade ago.
For many years now, the BC government and BCHydro have
both claimed a new dam on the Peace River was essential in
order to meet a growing demand for electricity by BC businesses
and citizens. In 2006, for example, BCHydro forecast a
domestic demand of 57,201 GWhrs by 2012 and 63,865 GWhrs
by 2018—a combined forecasting error of about 10,000 GWhrs
for the 2015/16 years.
It is alleged that Site C will generate about 4,000 GWhrs/
year and cost close to $9 billion to build. Therefore, the 10,000
GWhrs error is the same as making a borrowing/spending error
of about $20 billion. As recently as 2011, BCHydro still failed to
acknowledge its own evidence of declining sales and the more
general malaise of weakening global economies or scale back its
outlook for domestic demand.
In 2011, the corporation forecast an absolute need for 67,457
GWhrs by 2017, less than two years hence. That is a mindblowing forecasting error of about 15,000 GWhrs or an
equivalence of $30 billion.
If the provincial government and BCHydro wish to remain
oblivious to the ongoing effects of the global implosion of
2008/09, that will not change reality. This wilful avoidance of
reality shows up regularly in the annual BC government and
BCHydro budgets. Revenues are exaggerated and expenses are
minimized. A near decade of evidence has just been an
inconvenience in their political determination to build a third
dam in the fertile Peace River Valley.

Staying Solvent

The BCHydro way of desperately trying to stay solvent is to do
what all monopolies do—increase rates.
As stated previously, BCHydro’s data shows that the amount
of physical product sold to domestic users during the last fiscal

Trust Council decisions

Islands Trust Council, meeting on Galiano Island, reports the
following:
• top priorities to the Local Planning Committee will be
Community Housing Needs, Shoreline/Marine Planning, and
Appropriate Economic Development;
• Trust Council confirms its vision of an enduring
relationship with First Nations based on mutual trust, honour,
and goodwill, and respect for First Nations constitutional rights
while carrying out the Object of the Islands Trust. $25,000 in
the 2015/16 budget will be allocated to this work;
• responding to the possibility of incorporation of Salt Spring
Island, the Trust will develop an Adaptation Strategy, and will
also consider changes to the existing agreement with the
Ministry of Community, Sport, and Cultural Development;
• Trust Council will establish a Select Committee to

LETTERS from page 5

parties involved cooperate in developing a safe shipping plan
with adequate spill response capacity.
The BC government can and must fill the gap. The BC
government owes it to its citizens to be an active participant at
the center of this important review rather than staying on the
sidelines. We urge you to rescind this agreement and allow the
province to undertake its own environmental review of both the
Trans Mountain and the Enbridge proposals.
We look forward to your timely response to these two
questions:
Do the five conditions to be met by Enbridge before the
province gives its approval of the Northern Gateway Project also
apply to Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion
Project?
Will you rescind the ‘Equivalency Agreement’ with the
federal government and move forward with a provincial
environmental review of the Trans Mountain Proiect?
Malcolm Inqlis and Helen O’Brian, on behalf of the Mayne
Island Conservancy, Mayne Island

Shawnigan Watershed Contamination

Dear Editor:
That we are a province/country where corruption, greed and
government inaction can threaten our aquifer, watershed,
drinking water and quality of life was re-enforced for me at a
July 16 public meeting.
Representatives from BC’s Ministry of Energy & Mines, and
Ministry of Environment, informed us about the province’s
permitting process, how it classifies risk and what its tests found
at the primary site in a repurposed abandoned quarry (Lot 23)
and at an adjacent property (Lot 21) where soil has already been
dumped for later use to backfill the quarry.
According to Jennifer McGuire, an executive director with
the Ministry of Environment, they ‘took surface samples and
took samples down to half a metre in depth. Based on that
information, there really wasn’t any additional compelling
reasons to go any deeper.’
The fill on Lot 21 is 250 feet deep, and yet they only tested
the top half metre rather than doing the core samples that had
been requested. Shawnigan residents know for certain that
there are contaminants within that site that are far more serious

year decreased by 3.4%, yet revenue from those sales actually
increased by 6.6%. The paradox BCHydro has created for itself
is one of trying to sell more product at the very same time that
demand is shrinking because of global economic weakness and
customer response to ever higher electricity rates.
It is impossible to see this as a winning business strategy and
of no value whatever as a support for building more generating
capacity in BC.
As if that were not enough we now read that the ‘Regulatory
Asset Accounts’ stand at a record high of $5.714 billion. Starting
about a decade ago the BCHydro Board and managers began
making aggressive use of an accounting ruse only available to
corporations reporting to a Public Utilities Commission.
Up to 2006, all capital investments were expensed in the
current year. That process created a symmetrical relationship
between needed capital investment and the rate structure used
to recover investment expenses from BCHydro customers.
Since 2006, some non-expensed investments have
accumulated in what Hydro’s accountants designate as
‘Regulatory Asset Accounts’. In this fashion, those amounts
may—or may not—become ‘receivables’ at some future date.
Former BC Auditor General John Doyle disapproved of this
strategy but was overruled and has since left BC. Today, the
regulatory asset account sits at a record high of $5.714 billion
which, coincidentally, matches the total annual revenue
BCHydro currently collects from ratepayers.
As BCHydro customers you are currently one year in arrears.
Yet if this so-called asset category were removed, Hydro would
be close to if not actually in a negative equity position.
It is impossible to believe that successive BCHydro
executives and managers could be so financially and
economically illiterate as to allow the corporation to slide into
this deplorable condition and then continue to borrow and
spend another $9 billion to build a third Peace River dam for
which no sound business, agricultural, or environmental case
can be made. 0

investigate the possibility of relocating all or part of the Victoria
office;
• add to the draft Strategic Plan ‘develop a vision statement’
as an objective; include ‘protect quality and quantity of water
resources’; work with San Juan County to develop a coordinated oil spill response;
• arrange a schedule for obtaining public comment and
consultation, and flesh out the plan for further discussion at
Trust Council in September 2015;
• approve the March 2015 Audited Financial Report, and the
2014-2015 Annual Report;
• issue a Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption Program
Certificate for the Achilles property on Salt Spring Island; and
• endorse the Mayne Island Conservancy’s proposed Oil Spill
Response Meeting. 0

than what the ‘surficial’ soil sampling by the Ministry found.
Suspicions were confirmed by Andrew Weaver, the MLA for
Oak Bay-Gordon Head and an internationally known climate
scientist, who brought the results of his own independent
testing and stated: ‘I think Ministry of Environment sampling
has been woefully inadequate given that we are talking about a
site at the headwaters of a community drinking watershed and
on top of an aquifer.’
Weaver stated that it was apparent when he visited that
‘substantial amounts’ of building materials had been deposited
at Lot 21. ‘There was also clear evidence that run-off from this
site failed drinking water standards at the point of entry with
Shawnigan Creek. And visually, this water looked nothing like
any other water in nearby surface and running water.’
Enriched metal values in sediments downstream from Lot
21 suggest a source within the site and provided ‘very clear
evidence of heavy metals.’
Shawnigan Creek supports the spawning habitat for a Pacific
Coho salmon conservation project, successfully operated for
almost 40 years, a partnership between Mill Bay & District
Conservation Society and federal Ministry of Fisheries &
Oceans.
Our biggest concern is that there is serious contamination
already buried at this site—despite the BC Ministry’s
determination to downplay that reality and the added insult of
their support to allow further contamination with this Toxic Soil
Permit. Especially since Weaver’s samples show that what is
leaching out of Lot 21 suggests contamination consistent with
what former employees have said, that all manner of industrial
fill has been dumped on Lot 21, including car parts.
The highly alarming reality of this latest proof of
contamination, some of which is radioactive, deserves
immediate attention and remediation. This very serious,
precedent setting situation undermines all of what BC’s
conservation efforts and water quality criteria were designed to
protect. The Shawnigan Lake community has far more lucrative
aspects to offer this province, as opposed to becoming a toxic
waste dump that supports two companies financially, and those
who wish to dump there, at the expense of the safety of the
current and future drinking water for thousands of BC
electorate.
Sylvia Gray, Shawnigan Lake 0
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Saturdays, Aug 8, 15, 22, 29, Sept 5, 12, 19

Live Music at Port Browning Marina Pub—The best music &
dancing on Pender! • Aug 8: Adam Zonnis; Aug 15: Sweetleaf; Aug
22: Paul Black; Aug 29: Pernell Reichart; SePt 5: The Citizen Band;
SePt 12: Voyager; SePt 19: C and H Productions• Starting at 9pm •
4605 Oak Road • No cover, 19+ • Info: www.portbrowning.com,
250.629.3493 • PeNDeR

Saturday, August 8

Symphony by the Sea—Paper Bag 1812 Overture: Calvin Dyck
(violin), Ken Lavigne (tenor), VI Symphony musicians,
child prodigy Kevin Chen, Irish dancers and more;
great surround-sound music; family entertainment;
surprises • Maffeo Sutton Park, rain or shine! • 6 pm •
Free (donations welcomed) • Info:
www.vancouverislandsymphony.com • NANAIMO

Saturday and Sunday, August 8 and 9

Coombs Fair—4-H displays, animal barns, horse show, arts &
crafts, domestic science, needlecraft, photography, horticulture &
more; blacksmithing, spinning & weaving, beekeeping and master
gardening demos; live music, games, food and fun for the whole
family • Coombs Fairgrounds, Ford Road, behind Coombs General
Store • 8am–5pm • Tickets at gate • Info: 250.248.4458,
www.coombsfair.com • COOMBS

Tuesday to Tuesday August 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18

Fin De Fiesta Flamenco—Stunning international flamenco music
and dance ensemble brings Spanish fire to Gulf
Island tour stops; tueS, Aug 11: Saturna
Community Hall; WeD, Aug 12: Pender, Hope
Bay Studio; thuRS, Aug 13: Galiano, North
Galiano Community Hall; FRI, Aug 14: Salt Spring, Fulford Hall; SAt,
Aug 15: Victoria, Centennial Square; MON, Aug 17: Mayne,
Agricultural Hall; tueS, Aug 18: Gabriola Community Hall • Doors:
7:30pm; performances: 8pm • Tickets: $20 door; $17 advance •
Tickets and info: www.findefiestaflamenco.com • SAtuRNA,
PeNDeR, gALIANO, SALt SPRINg, VICtORIA, MAYNe,
gABRIOLA

Saturday, August 15

SIMReS Seatalk: Whale tales—Join researchers, naturalists and
whale-enthusiasts as they share some of their favourite whale tales
from along our coast; gourmet fish taco dinner • Thomson Park/
Saturna Beach • Dinner at 6pm, storytelling at 7:30pm • Dinner:
$30; Storytelling: $10 • Make dinner reservations at 250.539.5991 •
Info: saturnamarineresearch.ca • SAtuRNA

Monday to Saturday, August 17, 18, 19, 22

Report from the Front Line: the unist'ot'en Camp—Come and
learn about the Unist'ot'en Camp, situated in the path of
numerous proposed fossil fuel pipelines in northern BC, and be
inspired by these brave people • Aug 17: Victoria; Aug 18: Duncan;
Aug 19: Salt Spring Island; Aug 22: Vancouver • Info:
unistotencamp.com, activeislands.com • VICtORIA, DuNCAN,
SALt SPRINg, VANCOuVeR

Sunday, August 23

Run the Rock Marathon—Half and 8km; it’s a
serious challenge; the toughest road marathon in
Canada; are you as tough as rock? • $40 until August
11, $60 late registration to August 20 cut off • Info &
registration: www.runtexada.ca. • teXADA

Saturday, August 22

Pender Islands Fall Fair ‘the Fairest Flowers O’ the Season’—
Parade; exhibits; entertainment; food; beer garden •
Community Hall • Market: 9:30am; Gate: 10am;
Parade 10:30am; BBQ: 5pm; Dance with ‘Citizen
Band’: 6:30pm • Admission, adults: $7, children 5-12:
$3, under-5: free • Info: www.pifi.ca, Dianne Allison
250.629.3372 • PeNDeR

Thursday, August 27

the African guitar Summit—Outdoor concert with master
guitarists and songwriters Alpha Diallo,
Madagascar Slim and Donne Roberts, master
drummer Kofi Ackah and Balafon-player Nabi
Camara; dancing and listening under the stars •
Pender Community Hall • 7pm • Tickets $20 in advance at
Talisman, Southridge, Medicine Beach; $25 at the door • PeNDeR

Thursday to Sunday, August 27 to Sept 6

Annual Victoria Fringe theatre Festival—An 11-day celebration
of live performance from around the world; an eclectic mixture of
spoken word, drama, musicals, comedy,
dance, theatre for young audiences and
free events for the whole family; more than
50 performances in venues across the city
• Info: www.intrepidtheatre.com/victoriafringe-festival/ • VICtORIA

Saturday, August 29

third Annual Walkalong for Learning—Enjoy a beautiful hike,
serenaded by musicians, from coast to coast on Galiano; a
family celebration with food and live music; bring children
closer to nature; raise money for outdoor education •
Galiano Conservancy Learning Centre, 10825 Porlier Pass
Road • 1 pm • Collect pledges or donate:
chimp.net/campaigns/walkalong-for-learning • gALIANO

www.islandtides.com
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Fin De Fiesta Flamenco Comes To BC

A talented group of Flamenco dancers are on their first ever tour
of BC and will be stopping on several Gulf Islands. Dancer Lia
Grainger was once a basketball player in her hometown of
Vancouver, but gave the sport up to move to Seville, Spain, and
pursue her passion in Flamenco. Dennis Duffin graduated from
McMaster University with a PhD in Astrophysics and left
Ontario to study Flamenco in Seville.
Together, the two artists created Fin de Fiesta, which means
‘End of the Party’ and refers to the open jam session that
traditionally happens at the end of a flamenco show. They will
be performing along with Michelle Harding, who is both a
soloist dancer and member of the Vancouver dance company
Al Mozaico Flamenco Dance theatre. Maria Avila, a Vancouver
choreographer and teacher, will join them for several
performances.
Fin De Fiesta will be coming to Saturna, Pender, Galiano, Salt
Spring, Victoria, Mayne and Gabriola. See ‘What’s On’, page 7.

Third Symphony By The Sea Concert

Violinist Calvin Dyck, concertmaster for the Vancouver Island
Symphony, is programming and directing the third
summertime Symphony by the Sea concert. The event will
include performances from talented guests such as Ken
Lavigne, a tenor singer and storyteller; ten-year-old pianist and
child-prodigy Kevin Chen; the Vancouver Island Symphony;
and the O’Connor-O’Brien School of Irish Dance.
After its success last year, the ‘Paper Bag 1812 Overture’ will
reprise—around 3,000 brown paper lunch bags will be
distributed throughout the crowd and used to make the ‘Paper
Bag Cannon Boom’ during the 1812 Overture’s finale.
Symphony by the Sea will take place on August 8 at 6pm,
rain or shine, at Maffeo Sutton Park in Nanaimo. For details,
see What’s On, page 7.

Changes to Anchorages In Islands Trust

A review of large vessel anchorage sites throughout the Salish
Sea has been made by the Pacific Pilotage Authority (PPA),
following an increase in vessel anchorage—and complaints from
Gulf Island residents. As a result, the number of anchorage sites
in Cowichan Bay has been reduced from eight to six, and the
sites in Ladysmith have been reduced from seven to six. The
placement of the five anchorages in Plumper Sound have been
shifted slightly, with one being allocated for emergency use only.
These changes have entered a year-long trial period, which will
end next May.
Nine sites in the waters between Salt Spring Island and
Galiano Island have been left unchanged. In addition, five new
sites have been proposed off the shore of Gabriola Island. These
sites will be at least 800 metres off of the island, with most being
around 1,200 metres from shore. A group called Anchor-RAGE
has formed on Gabriola to oppose these proposed anchorage
sites (see letter, page 4).

Input for Islands Trust Priority Plan

The Islands Trust Council is seeking public input to help set its
strategic priorities for its current 2014-2018 term. The strategic
plan will help set the Trust Council’s priorities and act as a guide
for important decisions during the four-year term.

I
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A teach-in was a feature of ‘Turning the Tide: Paddle For The Salish Sea’s’ second tour of the southern Gulf Islands. The
Monday July 27 event, hosted by Friends of Brooks Point, Raincoast Conservation Society, Redfish School of Change and
Pender Ocean Defenders, took place at Port Browning Marina, see also article below.

Eleven objectives have been proposed by the council for
discussion: protect the natural environment of the islands;
preserve and protect coastal shorelines and marine areas;
reduce the organization’s ecological footprint; protect quality
and quantity of water resources; enhance/protect/restore
community socio-economic diversity and economic
sustainability; strengthen relations with First Nations; improve
organizational cost effectiveness and resilience; improve
cooperation and integration with other levels of government;
improve community and agency understanding and support of
the Islands Trust; improve community engagement and
participation in Islands Trust work; and, create a vision for the
Islands Trust Area.
Submissions concerning the strategic priority plan are due
August 10. Learn more: www.islandstrust.bc.ca/strategicplan.

Second ‘Turning the Tide–People’s Paddle’

The five-day long People’s Paddle for the Salish Sea took place
at the end of July, with 100 registered participants taking part
in the people-powered flotilla. The group travelled from
Dolphin Dock on Vancouver Island, to Salt Spring Island and
through the Southern Gulf Islands, with community
celebrations on Salt Spring, Mayne and Pender Islands. A range
of water crafts took part—sail boats, kayaks, canoes and row
boats—as well as open-water swimmers. Residents of all ages,
from all across BC, participated.
The paddle was established to raise awareness to the
threats—tarsands, tankers and pipelines—facing the Salish Sea,
say organizers. ‘As long as these threats continue, we will keep
building our movement and demonstrating our love for the
Salish Sea and our commitment to protect it,’ said Turning the

Tide organizer Sasha Kvakic.
Turning the Tide is in its second year. To learn more, go to
www.turningthetide.ca.

Pender Seeks Friendly Helpers

Pender Island Community Support is looking for Friendly
Helpers to participate in its ‘Better at Home’ program. The
program is intended to make it possible for Seniors (65+) to
continue living in their island homes despite the problems that
come with aging.
Since these range from splitting firewood to just plain
loneliness, Pender is looking for ‘friendly helpers’ who can assist
seniors. They should be part companion, part helper, and able to
do: light housekeeping, light yardwork, garbage disposal and
recycling, check after storms and power outages, seasonal
cleaning, accompany on outings (walks, shopping, appointments,
activities, volunteering), pick-ups and deliveries, firewood
preparation, organize and declutter, visiting/caregiver relief, basic
home maintenance and repairs. ‘Friendly Helpers’ will be paid
$25/hour.
In addition to the Friendly Helpers, the Pender program also
includes ‘Youth Helpers’ (ages 13-17; $15/hour) who can do a
similar variety of things and also help with computers and
‘household technology’.
The program will also connect seniors with specialist
contractors for those more difficult jobs around the house.
Better at Home is a provincially financed homecare
program, and can provide financial assistance to seniors
utilizing the program.
If you are interested, please contact Andrea Mills at 250-6293346, or email communitysupport@shaw.ca. 0

New Rules; No Rules: a Guide to the Federal Election

t is at least 95% likely that Canadians will be voting on
October 19. It is at least equally likely that this will be the
first federal election with a fixed election date. The first after
the passage of Harper’s fixed election date law would have been
the 2008 election, but the prime minister broke his own law in
hopes of catching opposition parties unawares on September 7,
2008. The 2011 election was triggered by an opposition
confidence motion the Conservatives lost over the Speaker’s
finding of contempt of parliament in Stephen Harper’s refusal
to release documents related to the arrest of Afghan civilians—
so no fixed date that time. The contempt issue was forgotten in
the campaign as Stephen Harper proclaimed the election was
over the budget. Following his return to parliament with a false
majority, the Afghan detainee documents never were released.
Canadians (especially media pundits) seem to have very
short memories.
While we are likely to be voting on October 19, it is
increasingly likely that the writ period will be far longer than
our custom. The minimum writ period is five weeks, placing the
normal date to call an October 19 election in early September.
However, as I write this rumours are flying of an August election
call.
Changes made by the Conservatives in the so-called Fair
Elections Act have changed the financing rules. A longer writ
will now allow more spending (and larger public
reimbursement of parties after the election.) For the really big
parties, this means that the five week spending limit of $25
million will balloon by an additional $19.6 million if the writ
drops in mid-August.
I think Stephen Harper’s motive for an early call is less about
his party’s ability to spend more money than in disadvantaging
the other parties by forcing us all to spend more. There are
currently no rules limiting spending before the writ period, so
what the Conservatives gain is limited to getting the 50% rebate
www.islandtides.com

for increased writ period spending. While getting Canadians to
cover half the costs of all the dreadful attack ads is an incentive,
I think it is more likely that the Conservatives hope to catch one
of the other parties unprepared for major ticket items like
renting a campaign plane or having major network ad time
locked in. Speaking for the Greens, we don’t plan to rent a
campaign plane anyway. Once again, we are the only party
planning a carbon neutral campaign.
Another change to the rules will make it harder for
Canadians living abroad to vote. In a truly bizarre move, the
Conservatives oppose Canadians being allowed to vote if they
have lived abroad for more than five years. As Globe and Mail
reporter Mark MacKinnon lamented, this means him. And aid
workers, and ex-pat academics—anyone whose career (other
than a military career) has taken them abroad. This
interpretation was recently upheld by the Ontario Court of
Appeal. One can hope it will be overturned by the Supreme
Court of Canada—but not in time for this election. It suits
Stephen Harper’s trend toward different shades of Canadian
citizenship—one Canadian citizen can be more Canadian than
another.
Speaking of harder to vote, the Fair Elections Act will make
it harder to vote if you are a student, a young person living away
from home, First Nations, homeless or anyone who has given
up a driver’s licence. Last week, I was talking with one of my
favourite young singer-songwriters in Halifax about where and
how she will be able to vote. Gabrielle Papillon grew up in Pictou
County, used to live in Montreal, now lives in Halifax and will
be touring with her band through the election. She was pretty
sure she’d be okay to vote with her passport (she never did get
a driver’s licence), but I explained a passport would not be
acceptable ID on its own. She was exasperated. ‘You know I
have never lived in France, but it is easier for me to vote in
French elections because my father was born there than it is for

- Elizabeth May

me to vote in Canada!’
And now to the territory of ‘no rules’: the changes to the
leaders’ debates. With two seats in the House of Commons, the
Green Party has met all the rules for inclusion in the national
televised leaders’ debate. The consortium of CBC-CTV-Global
and Radio Canada invited Greens to the debates to be held in
early October at which point the Conservatives said they would
not participate. For the first time since 1968, a sitting prime
minister has refused to debate in the recognized forum for
electoral debates. In 2011 over 14 million Canadians watched
the French and English language televised debates. But Stephen
Harper has muddied the waters of his refusal to debate in the
main stage by offering to be in five other, private boutique
debates without any consistent rules. Of those five, I am only to
be allowed in one—Macleans debate to take place August 6. The
Globe and Mail debate (in conjunction with Google), the Munk
Debates and TVA have refused to accept Greens, with the Globe
and Munk saying parties now need 12 seats to be in debates,
and TVA saying two seats is enough if the party is the Bloc, but
not enough if the party is the Green Party.
So, on the brink of the next election, please plan ahead. Do
not assume anything will be what past elections were like. Find
someone you know who didn’t vote in 2011. Regardless of how
they plan to vote, please make a personal commitment to get
that person to an advance poll. We need to be sure there is time
to get through the messy new voting requirements. Do not leave
voting to the last minute—and commit to a voting buddy
system.
Let’s undo the Conservative plan to reduce voter
participation. Let’s make sure Canadians vote for what we want
by increasing voter turn-out. This election cannot be about
political parties. This election needs a democracy citizens’
movement to get our country back. 0

CBC should minimize
government funding, says report
Patrick Brown

The CBC should minimize its reliance on government funding,
provide only programming that can’t be provided by private
stations, and be more open and accountable, particularly in its
finances, up to the point of publishing its salaries. The
corporation should discontinue in house production of
everything except news and current affairs, and part of the
CBC’s appropriation should be diverted into a ‘superfund’
which would be used to pay the private sector to produce
Canadian entertainment shows.
The corporation should sell its real estate and lease facilities,
and should undertake a salary review to ensure salaries are in
line with those at private broadcasters. Those are all
conclusions of a 95-page report entitled ‘Time for Change: the
CBC/Radio Canada in the Twenty-first Century’ produced by
the Senate Committee on Transport and Communications.
Released at the same time was a 10-page minority report
which recommended an increase in government funding for
the CBC to $40 per Canadian on a stable, predictable multiyear basis; this would still be approximately half what
comparable industrialized nations spent on their national
broadcasters. The minority report was prepared by Senator Art
Eggleton, the only non-Conservative on the Committee
(besides the chair, Senator Dennis Dawson).
Eggleton also recommended that the CBC abandon
commercial advertising, that the board should not be
appointed by the Prime Minister alone, and that the president
of the CBC be appointed by the Board. He also opposed the
creation of the superfund, and called for the repeal on a section
of Bill C-60 which puts the government at the table when the
CBC was discussing news policy and management.
Eggleton commented that the committee spent much of its
time discussing sensational issues, such as the compensation to
on-air personalities, and alleged individual proprieties.
Insufficient time, he noted, was devoted to ‘the way forward’. He
criticizes the Committee’s report, saying it does ‘not fully reflect
the overwheming evidence we heard from Canadians’ about the
CBC. Overall, he termed the work ‘a lost opportunity’. 0
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Cherry Point, Washington State, reaching there through
Rosario Strait.
Route to sea from Westridge unsuitable for tankers
Before considering the remainder of the route to Buoy Juliet
and the open sea, it would be reasonable to ask whether
Westridge is in fact a suitable location for a crude oil export
terminal.
It is immediately clear that it is not; its only recommendation
is that it is there already. A location outside Vancouver’s inner
harbour (Burrard Inlet) would obviously be preferable. Kinder
Morgan, the proponent, does not appear to have considered
this possibility, and has not discussed it in their proposal.
Given the expected increase in traffic north and south in
Haro Strait, it would also be reasonable to ask whether tanker
traffic could be reduced.
One possibility that should be considered would be the
diversion of the Trans Mountain Extension to Cherry Point,
Washington, where tankers would not find their size or draft
restricted, the entire Haro Strait-Burrard Inlet route would be
avoided, and pipeline routes could be more easily arranged (a
Kinder Morgan pipeline already crosses the border to access
the Cherry Point refinery).
Concluding Summary and Recommendations
With changes in its legislated function and procedural rules,
the National Energy Board finds itself in a situation where it
must either approve or reject the proponent’s plan, within a
tight timeline. This could result in a perception that it was
unable to consider all the relevant factors, or indeed obtain all
the necessary evidence. This is damaging to the Board’s
credibility in the long term, and could eventually render it
unable to carry out its function of protecting the public interest.
The Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain Expansion project
requires consideration of a number of complex issues. While
the actual proposal deals only with the construction of a new
pipeline and the expansion of an existing terminal, the Board
is bound to consider that Trans Mountain plans to operate both
the existing and the planned new pipelines as a single
enterprise, and repurpose it to primarily serve the export of
Alberta bitumen by deep sea tankers.
There is an opportunity for the Board to make
recommendations that clearly indicate its willingness to
fundamentally reconsider the logistical problems of crude oil
transportation through the west coast to overseas markets.
Such recommendations could build on the proponent’s routing
and facilities, but go well beyond the usual posture of the Board,
which is to approve the proposal as presented ‘with conditions’.
This would clearly demonstrate the skills, creativity, and
independence of the Board, and strengthen its credibility.
The age, routing, and condition of the existing Trans
Mountain pipeline raises the distinct possibility of a spill within
a short period of time. In some locations such a spill would have
extremely serious consequences, with lasting damage to the
Fraser River fishery. While the cost of cleanup would be very
high, the company’s liability could be sufficient to put its future

Nexen pipeline leaked five
million litres - Natalie Dunsmuir

At a site roughly 35km from Fort McMurray, Alberta, a Nexen
Energy pipeline was discovered to be leaking. The pipeline
spilled approximately 1.6 million litres of oil and 3.4 million
litres of contaminated water before it was discovered, coating a
16,000 square meter parcel of muskeg with bitumen, sand and
water. The spill was discovered on July 15, but Nexen Energy
has stated that it could have begun any time in the previous two
weeks. The cause of the leak has not yet been discovered.

Brand New, State-of-the-Art Pipeline

The Nexen pipeline had only been in operation for eight months
at the time of the spill, and had been cleaned shortly before the
disaster. The pipe utilized ‘state-of-the-art’ technology—it was
double-layed and equipped with a leak detection system, which
failed to catch the leak. The design of the pipeline is relatively
new and ‘not commonly used’ according to members of the
Alberta Energy Regulator.
A hole was found in the exterior layer of the double-walled
pipe, but investigators have not yet been able to see the interior
of the pipe, nor have they been able to determine the cause of the
hole. Vice president of Nexen’s Canadian operations, Ron Bailey,
has said that it could take months to figure out what happened.

Clean-up Efforts Begin

Following the discovery of the spill, it took Nexen two days to get
vehicles to the site and begin clean-up, as there were no roads to
the spot. Once workers had gotten their equipment to the spill
site, which is the size of two CFL football fields, they erected twometer tall fences around the area to keep wildlife out. Cannons
and plastic eagles are being used to deter birds from approaching.
There are 130 workers at the site each day working on cleanup. Vacuum trucks are being used to suck surface liquid from
the area, and the bitumen is being left to cool and solidify so that
it is easier to remove. Tests are being run routinely on the water,
which contains a high concentration of chlorides—in one
sample, the concentration was 2,000 parts per million, which
is 1,500 ppm more than in potable water.
Nexen CEO Fang Zhi has personally apologized for the spill,
and says that it is ‘very disappointing that this has happened’.
Clean-up operations will likely take months. 0

viability in question. For both the public interest and the
interests of the proponent company’s shareholders, the existing
Trans Mountain pipeline should be closed down as soon as
possible. Should it continue in operation, and an accident occur,
the Board would inevitably come in for severe criticism for not
requiring its closure.
Concerns about the safety of ships, shore, and the marine
environment in Burrard Inlet, Second and First Narrows,
Vancouver Harbour, Georgia Strait, and Haro Strait suggest
strongly that Westridge has outlived its suitability as a site for a
terminal loading deep-sea petroleum tankers. As a practical
alternative, Kinder Morgan should make arrangements to load
tankers for export at Cherry Point, Washington, which is
already connected by a Kinder Morgan pipeline to the Trans
Mountain pipeline at Sumas.
The abandonment of Westridge as a deep sea port would
obviate the need for expansion of the tank farm on the slopes of
Burnaby Mountain. This facility has been identified as having the
potential for significant spills and, more importantly, fire,
spreading over the mountain. Such an occurrence, while unlikely,
could not be handled by local urban emergency crews, and could
result in the need for mass evacuation. The routing of a new
pipeline through a heavily urbanized area would also be avoided.
The loading of deep sea petroleum tankers at Cherry Point
would make use of facilities that have for many years been used
to unload crude oil tankers from Alaska. Ships using these
facilities access them from the Strait of Juan de Fuca through
Rosario Strait. An additional bonus would be the ability to use
fewer but larger tankers, with no draft limitations.
It should be noted that while the pipeline serving Cherry Point
crosses the Canada/US border, it already exists, so any US State
Department approval required should not present difficulty.
The proponent had estimated that the combined pipelines
would have a capacity of some 890,000 bpd, of which the
existing Trans Mountain pipeline was to contribute capacity of
some 300,000 bpd. This is significantly above its original rated
capacity, which presumably means that it would be run at
increased pressure, thus increasing the possibility of failure.
Closing it would still leave Trans Mountain with an estimated
capacity of 590,000 bpd, which might well be sufficient, given
recent cutbacks in oilsands development plans.
Such a cutback in capacity would probably reduce the
proponent’s revenues; as an investment company, this would
naturally be a concern for Kinder Morgan. However, a
significant reduction in construction costs for the new pipeline,
in maintenance costs for the existing line, in terminal
construction costs, and in the costs of piloting and safety
facilities in Burrard Inlet, Georgia Strait, and Haro Strait would
suggest a complete recalculation of the revenues and costs of
the revised Trans Mountain operation. It could well be no less
profitable.
Clearly, the adoption of this simplified plan would reduce
environmental impact on both land and sea to a very large
degree. I commend it to the Board.
Yours very truly, Patrick S. E. Brown, North Pender Island
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Saulteau Site C vote
‘undemocratic’? - Natalie Dunsmuir

The Saulteau First Nations recently voted to accept an impact
benefits agreement (IBA) from BC Hydro for the construction
and operation of the Site C dam. The agreement ensures the First
Nation an annual payment stream, lump sum payments, and job
opportunites at the dam. However, a group called the Salteau
First Nation Citizens for Accountability have raised concern over
the credibility of the vote. The group, which consists of on- and
off- reserve members, has stated that the vote was ‘deeply flawed
and undemocratic, demonstrating a negligent abuse of power
and disregard for Aboriginal and Treaty rights and title’.

A Lack Of Information

Though the Salteau First Nation (SFN) Council held information
sessions in both Vancouver and Kamloops to discuss the
agreement with BC Hydro, the Citizens for Accountability say
that very few SFN members have ever seen the actual agreement,
as they were not provided with copies. The information sessions
included a power point presentation which outlined the benefits
of the agreement. Furthermore, the group claims that phone
messages and emails from SNF members posing important
questions about the agreement were ‘routinely ignored’.

Voter Turnout

The voter turnout for the vote was approximately 12%—meaning
that only 144 members voted out of a band population of 1,180.
62% of the vote was a yes for the agreement—89 people and 7.5%
of the SNF population—while 37.8% of the vote was a no.
According to the Citizens for Accountability, many band
members chose not to vote because of a lack of information on
the project. Others—known opponents to the project, say the
Citizens—never received their online voting packages.
Concern has also been raised about the method of voting,
which was over the internet. Questions raised about online
voting for non-computer users, those without access to
computers or internet, and online safety and security measures
were apparently ignored by the SNF Council. Many SNF
members were unable to vote because of this.
The Salteau First Nation Citizens for Accountability are
asking the SNF Chief and Council to immediately retract the
agreement and to withhold from further negotiations with BC
Hydro until a ‘legitimate process is in place’. 0
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FEDERAL ELECTION 2015

What Your Candidates Say

This edition, Island Tides asks: What specific intiatives and practical programs will you take to bring positive change to the

participation of Canada’s aboriginal peoples in the country’s future?

Rachel Blaney, North Island-Powell River (NDP)
I was incredibly proud when Tom Mulcair spoke at the
Assembly of First Nations on July 7. He outlined the New
Democratic plan to begin a relationship with indigenous
communities across Canada. One where an NDP government
will create a cabinet-level government committee, chaired by
the prime minister, to ensure the federal government respects
Canada’s international obligations, as well as respecting treaty
and inherent rights. Tom Mulcair also committed to a focus on
the concerns in First Nation communities across Canada:
education, housing and a national enquiry on the murdered
and missing aboriginal women.
In North Island-Powell River there are many examples of
collaboration between aboriginal and non-aboriginal
communities. It is a time of hope and optimism, a time to
embrace a true nation-to-nation relationship that is built on
deep respect. A time to understand the history and find a way
to move forward, together.
Randall Garrison, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke (NDP)
As MP for Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, I have made it a priority
to listen to and work with the First Nations in my riding—
Esquimalt, Songhees, T’Sou-ke, and Sc’ianew—and I believe we
must usher in a new era of relations with First Nations in
Canada. That is why an NDP government will create a cabinetlevel committee, chaired by the prime minister, to ensure federal
government decisions respect aboriginal and treaty rights and
Canada’s international obligations to indigenous peoples. Like
all New Democrats, I am committed to making sure we address
the most pressing challenges in our relationship with First
Nations, including education and housing both on and off
reserve. As a start, Tom Mulcair has committed to launching a
national inquiry into murdered and missing aboriginal women
within the first 100 days of an NDP government.
Gord Johns, Courtenay-Alberni (NDP)
Throughout our history, aboriginal peoples have heard
countless promises from Canadian governments. I share Tom
Mulcair’s view that the time to move past words and act on
aboriginal issues is long overdue. I will push hard for
immediate action on improved community infrastructure,
housing and education through meaningful engagement with
aboriginal communities. The tragic reality that one-in-four
First Nations children are living in poverty is unacceptable.
Giving children the best possible start in life is a responsibility
that must be shared by all of us; and, an essential step toward
positive change in the capacity of aboriginal peoples to
participate in the future of our country. My own experience of
working with First Nations is that real change is only possible
when directions are set by the communities themselves, rather
than through top-down government-planned programs. This
can only happened with real nation-to-nation engagement.

Tim Kane, Saanich-Gulf Islands (Liberals)
I am proud that thirteen aboriginal Canadians have stepped
forward to be Liberal candidates in this election. Their wisdom
and aspirations have helped shape federal Liberal initiatives to
build a renewed relationship between aboriginal and nonaboriginal peoples. As Mr Trudeau has pledged, this
relationship will be built on trust, respect, and a commitment
for real change.
Specifically, a federal Liberal government will recognize
aboriginal title and rights including Treaty rights, hold
mandatory annual meetings between the prime minister and
First Nations Chiefs, and form a National Council to
implement the recommendations of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. Liberals will scrap the 2% funding
cap on funding for First Nations programs, make significant
investments in education, including new funding to preserve
indigenous languages and culture, and we will launch an
immediate national inquiry into missing and murdered
indigenous women and girls.
Frances Litman, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke (Green)
Together with the Green Party, I respect and value the inherent
rights of indigenous peoples in Canada, including their right to
self-government. I am very proud that two of our Vancouver
Island candidates are First Nations leaders.
A few of the Green Party’s specific proposals include:
Creating a Council of Canadian Governments that includes
First Nations, Inuit and Métis as well as federal, provincial and
local governments to address issues of shared concern, such as
infrastructure needs; ensuring that Canada upholds the UN

Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; restoring the
$5.1 billion commitment and specifics of the 2005 Kelowna
Accord; increasing access to First Nations education by
removing the 2% funding cap; respecting the Douglas Treaties
of southern Vancouver Island; and launching a full inquiry into
the missing and murdered aboriginal women.
Alistair MacGregor, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (NDP)
The riding of Cowichan-Malahat-Langford is home to several
First Nations, and I firmly believe we must embrace a true
nation-to-nation relationship that is built on respect and trust.
As an NDP candidate, I’m proud of our plan to usher in a new
era of relations with indigenous communities in Canada. An
NDP government will create a cabinet-level committee, chaired
by the prime minister, to ensure federal government decisions
respect treaty rights, inherent rights and Canada’s international
obligations. We have taken an important first step with the
Truth and Reconciliation Report, but there is still much to be
done. I’m committed to action on some of the most pressing
concerns outlined by First Nations people, including education,
housing and a national enquiry on murdered and missing
aboriginal women. First Nations are key members of our
communities, and I look forward to working with them
towards a better future.
Sheila Malcolmson, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (NDP)
Truth and reconciliation is the challenge of our time.
Canada must embrace a true nation-to-nation relationship
built on respect. I saw the fallout from this long-damaged
relationship when I sat at Nanaimo’s treaty negotiating table in
2003, and saw the racism expressed in the process. As an elected
trustee, I served with three Snuneymuxw chiefs, signing a
protocol agreement with Chief Viola Wyse based on mutual
respect and cooperation. Our region has made good advances,
and I’d be honoured to be part of the process that builds trust
federally.
NDP leader Tom Mulcair’s commitments: ensure federal
government decisions respect treaty rights and inherent rights;
act on the TRC recommendations, based on indigenous
consultation; hold a national enquiry on murdered and
missing indigenous women; improve on-reserve housing,
drinking water, roads; get every kid the best start possible in
school; and implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous people.
Paul Manly, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Green)
Canada’s First Nations already know what they want and how
to make their lives better.
We need a change in attitude towards First Nations; one
that includes dignity for all aboriginal peoples, respect, an end
to policies of assimilation, and strong support for health and
education on and off reserve.
First Nations must be included as true partners in
environmental and economic decisions affecting their
traditional territories. The Green Party would do this through
a Council of Canadian Governments involving all levels of
government including First Nations, Inuit, and Métis.
We would also take action on the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples; honour the commitments made
in the Kelowna Accord; work to implement the
recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission; support a full public inquiry into missing and
murdered aboriginal women; and push for the removal of the
2% funding cap on First Nations education.

Elizabeth May, Saanich-Gulf Islands (Green)
The Commission on Truth and Reconciliation (TRC) requires
of all of us a renewed commitment to healing, justice and
reconciliation with Canada’s First Nations, Inuit and Métis
peoples. I am pleased that my last act before adjournment in
June was to get the TRC report tabled in Parliament.
Our work starts with accepting the TRC recommendations,
particularly establishing an inquiry into the scandal of missing
and murdered aboriginal women. It includes changing the way
Canadian governments make decisions by ensuring
indigenous peoples have a seat at the table. The Green proposal
for a Council of Canadian Governments (ensuring regular
discussions between federal, provincial-territorial, local
governments and First Nations, Métis and Inuit leadership)
will do that. We must engage First Nations with respect on a
nation-to-nation basis to remedy the appalling situation found
in housing, education and health care on reserve.
The key to full engagement lies in respect.

Carrie Powell-Davidson, Courtenay-Alberni (Liberal)
Whenever I hear people talking about how we can get
aboriginal peoples to the ‘table’, I reflect on the lessons I have
learned from my mentors in aboriginal communities. It’s not
about dragging them to yet another table, it’s about us learning
and respecting their customs to warrant an invitation to theirs.
The Liberal Party will immediately re-engage in a respectful
and inclusive nation-to-nation process with indigenous
peoples. Our goal will be to advance progress on the issues
prioritized by First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities such
as: housing, infrastructure, health and mental health,
community safety and policing, child welfare, and education.
Furthermore, the Fair Elections Act compromises many
people’s ability to vote in the next federal election. I have
already undertaken the initiative to engage aboriginal leaders
to help their communities vote. It is important to encourage
the participation of Canada’s aboriginal peoples in the
country’s future.

Jo-Ann Roberts, Victoria (Green)
Canada’s relationship with aboriginal peoples must
fundamentally change—beginning with respect for First
Nations as fellow governments, not gateways to resource
extraction and development.
Greens would increase access for First Nations education
by removing the 2% funding cap and fully funding the program
backlog; establish a Commission of Inquiry on missing and
murdered aboriginal women; ensure that Canada upholds the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and
ensure that decisions made by Canadian courts with regard to
First Nations are respected.
We would work in partnership with aboriginal peoples
towards creation of an Aboriginal Lands and Treaties
Tribunal Act, ensuring that treaty negotiations and claims
resolutions don’t result in the extinguishment of aboriginal and
treaty rights.
We would work to assert aboriginal culture as a
fundamental source of Canadian identity and a core part of our
school curriculum.
Canada’s aboriginal peoples have endured great loss. Its
time to change the pattern.
Brenda Sayers, North Island-Powell River (Green)
As a First Nations woman, I am proud that the Green Party has
always demonstrated respect for our culture and humbleness
in seeking our direction in developing policy for all First
Nations.
Greens have proposed a ‘Council of Canadian
Governments’ (federal, provincial/territorial, local, First
Nations, Inuit and Métis). Working nation-to-nation, we will
restore First Nations’ trust in federal government by listening,
respecting rights, collaborating, and acting on joint initiatives.
We must explore the potential of a powerful partnership
based on a sustainable economy.
Canada must build on the recommendations of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission. The Green Party accepts all
recommendations directed to the federal government.
One of those recommendations has long been a demand of
the Green Party; a commission of inquiry into the missing and
murdered aboriginal women.
In addition, we will promote aboriginal culture, language
and history as a fundamental source of Canadian identity.

Tim Tessier, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Liberal)
Liberals will provide funding to promote, preserve and
enhance indigenous languages and cultures. We will make new
investments in education and will ensure they have control
over their education. We will ensure they receive equitable
funding for child and family services on reserves.
We will immediately launch a national inquiry into missing
and murdered indigenous women and girls in Canada.
We will develop a Federal Reconciliation Framework,
created in full partnership with indigenous peoples. We will
work to enact the recommendations of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.
We will repeal changes to the Elections Act, which make it
harder for indigenous peoples to vote.
Liberals will engage in a process to advance progress on the
issues prioritized by First Nations, Métis and Inuit
communities. If elected PM, Mr Trudeau will meet with
aboriginal leaders each and every year to ensure they are heard
in Ottawa.

IslandTides emailed the above question to all contactable electoral district associations and contactable, declared candidates running in: Courtenay-Alberni, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, NanaimoLadysmith, North Island-Powell River, Saanich-Gulf Islands,Victoria (Rachel Blaney, John Duncan, Randall Garrison, Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Gord Johns,Tim Kane, Frances Litman, Shari Lukens, Mark MacDonald, Alistair
MacGregor, Sheila Malcolmson, Paul Manly, Maria Manna, Elizabeth May, David Merner, Carrie Powell-Davidson, Murray Rankin, Jo-Ann Roberts, Brenda Sayers, Peter Schwarzhoff, Laura Smith, Glenn Sollitt,Tim Tessier;
Conservative, Liberal, Green and NDP electoral district associations in all ridings above).All received responses are above, and may have been edited for length.All candidates are invited to answer upcoming questions.

Next Edition’s Question:

What should be the role of the national government on health care: financing, standard setting, policy leadership, research
support, and/or professional training?
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News Shorts
First Provincially Led Earthquake Exercise
Announced for 2016

The BC government has announced a $1-million investment
towards BC’s first provinicially led, full-scale earthquake and
tsunami response exercise, to take place in Port Alberni on June
7-10 of 2016. The exercise, currently being developed by
Emergency Management BC, is designed to test elements of the
new BC Immediate Response Plan (IRP) and will involve the
real-time deployment of the Provincial Coordination Team
(PCT) and the Heavy Urban Search and Rescue team (HUSAR)
from Vancouver. It will be the first time these two emergency
groups have performed a training exercise together.
Multiple levels of government, First Nations, first
responders, jurisdictions in both Canada and the US and a
number of provincial ministries and Crown corporations will
be invited to participate in the exercise as well.

Canadian Government Announces Over $33
Million for Parks Canada Sites In BC

The Canadian government recently announced investments of
$33.6 million for infastructure in several Parks Canada locations
in coastal BC. Projects highlighted for funding are the
restoration of historic structures at Fort Rodd Hill National
Historic Site, along with the installation of new exterior lighting;
rehabilitation of Greenburn Dam; Sidney Island visitor day-use
infastructure; work, in partnership with Coast Salish First
Nations, to improve marine ecosystems in the Gulf Island
National Park Reserve; and work to improve Highway 4 in
Pacific Rim National Park Reserve.

Province Seeks Input on Climate Discussion
Paper, until August 17

The Province of BC is in the middle of creating a Climate
Leadership Plan, with the aim of making sure that BC meets its
2020 and 2050 emissions-reduction targets. The plan will be
developed in part by the Climate Leadership Team, appointed
in May, which is made up of leaders from the business,
academic and environmental communities, as well as First
Nations and local governments. The government of BC is also
requesting public review and comment on a newly released
paper that discusses the ideas, values and priorities for the
climate action plan. Input will be accepted until August 17.
The government expects to release a draft Climate
Leadership Plan by December of this year, and will also give the
public a chance to comment on it then. The final plan will be
released in March of 2016.

City of Victoria Passes Motion Opposing
Logging in the Walbran Valley

The city of Victoria has recently passed a motion of opposition
to logging company Teal Jones’ planned cutblocks in the
Walbran Valley. The valley is home to an old-growth forest of
national significance, which was ground-zero for the ‘War in the
Woods’ protests twenty years ago.
The city of Victoria’s motion was submitted by Councillors
Jeremy Loveday and Ben Isitt, and passed in a vote in late July.
The motion will join over 1,600 letters that have been sent to
the provinicial government within the last month, calling for the
protection of the Walbran Valley.

Banks Island Gold Shutdown Ordered

On Banks Island on BC’s north coast, the provincial government
has ordered a shutdown of gold mining operations after two
successive inspections found six locations where effluent and
tailings had been discharged illegally into the environment. A
July 9 visit by staff from the provincial Environment Ministry,
Environment Canada, and Ministry of Energy followed a
complaint received on July 6. A follow-up inspection on July 15
resulted in the shutdown order.
Work at the site, termed the Yellow Giant Gold Project,
started two years ago, with production at the beginning of 2015.
The company is partially owned by Imperial Metals, owners of
the Mount Polley and Red Chris mines.
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World Worry Report: Scary

People around the world are scared, but about different things.
A recent report, intended to find out how concerned people
were about climate change, found that people in North America,
the UK, Europe, and Australia were far more worried about
ISIS. It was in South America, China, India, Mexico, Turkey,
and parts of Africa that climate change topped the worry list.
The survey was carried out by Pew Research between March
and May this year, in 40 countries, with responses from over
45,000 people.
Worldwide, climate change was seen as the greatest threat,
with 46% of the world’s population, in just under half of the
world’s nations ranking it first. 54% didn’t rank it first, which
should concern those involved with December’s Paris
Conference.
ISIS was naturally a prime concern in the middle east,
particularly in Lebanon. People in Vietnam and the Philippines
were concerned about China, while Ukrainians were concerned
about Russia.

Grieg Offers Shrimp Trawlers ‘Compensation’

Ten BC shrimp trawl fishermen, members of the BC ShrimpBy-Trawl Caucus, have been offered $20,000 each in
‘compensation’ for the establishment of salmon farms at two
locations in Clio Channel, in the Broughton Archipelago. The
locations, say the shrimp fishermen, are some of their most
productive shrimping grounds.
Greig Seafood has also offered the caucus $60,000. The
shrimp fishermen have refused the money.
The offer follows a February ‘open house’ in Port McNeill,
attended by 120 people from Sointula, Port McNeill, Alert Bay,
and Port Hardy. Biologist Alexandra Morton reported in the
Sointula Ripple that the room was small, and arranged so that
Greig displays blocked a clear view across. However, the ‘open
house’ provided an opportunity for a large number of
fishermen, local fishing lodges, whale-watching companies, and
local First Nations members to express their opposition.
The proposed sites are less than 3km apart—the minimum
distance set by provincial regulation. They are currently
approved for shellfish aquaculture but not for salmon. Morton
expressed the concern that the precedent set by these two sites—
too close together and easily converted from shellfish to salmon
rearing—would mean ‘the floodgates open’.
There are presently 27 salmon farms in the Broughtons, near
Sointula and Port McNeill.
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BC and NS Partners on Tidal Energy

BC and Nova Scotia have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding on tidal energy at the recent Energy and Mines
Ministers’ Conference in Halifax. The intention is to bring
together government and private sector agencies to share
regulatory practices and permitting. The agreement is intended
to include both wave-powered and tidal current-powered
technologies.
Funding of $1.43 million was announced for two research
projects in Nova Scotia, BC, and the UK to research the effects
of tidal technology on the marine environment.
Nova Scotia’s Offshore Energy Research Association will
contribute $500,000; Innovate UK contributes $331,000; and
the remainder will come from federal government agencies and
private industries in Canada and the UK.

Landowners Appeal Supreme Court Decision

The Peace Valley Landowners Association will appeal a BC
Supreme Court decision that the provincial Ministry of the
Environment acted reasonably and within its legislated powers
in approving Site C, despite a Joint Review Panel (JRP)
conclusion that the need for the dam wasn’t clear, alternatives
had not been properly considered, and costs had not been
properly estimated.
The JRP submitted a 300-page report to that effect, and
recommended that the dam be studied further. However, the
government went ahead and issued permits to BC Hydro to
build the dam. 0

Capital Regional District
Notice of Annual General Meeting

Magic Lake Estates Water and Sewer
Committee
Please be advised that the Annual General Meeting of the
Magic Lake Estates Water and Sewer Committee will be
held on Saturday, August 15, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. at St. Peter’s
Anglican Church, 4703 Canal Road, Pender Island, BC.
Property owners and residents of the Magic Lake Estates
Water and Sewer Local Service Area are invited and
encouraged to attend.
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Are We Safe?

Now what is this protection that we need
Because in race, religion, sex and creed
The law protects us from discrimination—
A law that goes to make our unique nation.
And should street violence come to head,
We’ve Mounties, dressed in blue and red;
The best police force on this sphere,
And proud we are to have them here.
And if we’re challenged to a war,
We’d fight, of course, we did before—
Of course we’re safe. But are we? Well...
There’s something there that rings a bell.
Yes—this huge problem we must face
In slowing global-warming’s pace;
World leaders just prevaricate,
And now we worry it’s too late.

This question was put out by CBC,
To prompt election thoughts in you and me.
My own unease will surely be extended
Until that final day the tarsand’s ended.
So this will make my outlook clear—
I don’t feel safe while Harper’s here!
H. Barry Cotton
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UVic students work inside the reconstructed classroom building on the Galiano Conservancy Learning Centre site, see below.

UVic at the Galiano Conservancy - Suzanne Fournier

Blistering hot summer days on a Level Four drought-stricken
Gulf Island, with smoke and ash particles raining down from
nearby forest fires, brought home the urgency of learning about
ecology to fifteen university students who recently attended
classes on Galiano.
The University of Victoria’s Environmental Studies 441 class,
taught by Professor Eric Higgs—a part-time north-end Galiano
resident—was convened from July 3-11 this year at the Galiano
Conservancy’s unique 188-acre Learning Centre site. It was the
third year for the ES 441 course, and the second year that the
university-level class has been taught at the mid-island
Learning Centre.
This summer, students enjoyed the benefit of an actual
classroom instead of an outdoor canopy—a huge step up in
convenience, thanks to the donated and now reconstructed
classroom building. Students still had to camp, but could view
powerpoint presentations and enjoy meals in the off-grid
classroom, equipped this year with a kitchen and a chef. EstherRuth Teel’s low-on-the-food-chain meals gained rave reviews.
Although the fifteen students enjoyed longboat rowing on
the ocean and refreshing daily swims, the class took place in
truly ‘hothouse’ conditions, noted Higgs, running from the early
morning until late into the night, with guest lectures every

evening after dinner. ‘Field conditions were rigorous, with the
smoke haze and heat, and temperatures that rose as high as
36ºC on Monday,’ noted Higgs.
The students’ challenge was to conduct independent and
collaborative research into a range of topics, including ecological
restoration at the Learning Centre, once an active
logging/sawmill site. Third-year UVic student Alexander
Campbell devised a prescription for restoration of the site’s
beautiful cove area, where a fresh water seasonal stream meets
the sea, and ‘sentinel’ rocks signal the entry to a sheltered beach.
Campbell acknowledged that the Coast Salish have lived in
the area for at least 5,000 years. But he noted that the cove was
heavily-impacted over the last 50 years, with a stream relocated
by bulldozer, the slope eroded and the area invaded by alien
plant species. The benefits of nearby human settlement include
the planting of many mature nut and fruit trees. Restoration of
Crystal Creek’s original pathway and removal of alien species
would be among the first steps to take, said Campbell.

In all, there were eight specific projects that the students
could choose to do alone or in a small group. Because the
students came from a variety of disciplines, including history
and political science as well as environmental studies, their onisland studies included documenting the history of the land,
including a ‘human legacy transect survey Geographic
Information System (GIS) analysis,’ evaluating interpretive
trails and devising geocache adventure education games for
children and youth. The students’ intensive research, to be
consolidated into final reports for UVic grading, was presented
to visitors and islanders Friday, June 10, before a lavish locavore banquet.
Catherine Krull, UVic’s dean of social sciences, attended the
banquet, along with many Galiano residents. Krull said she was
‘incredibly impressed’ by the quality and depth of the students’
presentations. ‘I think it’s a testament to the value of experiential
classroom learning,’ said Krull. ‘One of our goals is to get the
university out of the ivory tower and begin learning at the
community level.’ UVic is deservedly known for excelling at
‘community engagement and experiential learning,’ said Krull.
Higgs noted that the ES 441 class is ‘a true partnership
between UVic’s School of Environmental Studies and the
Galiano Conservancy Association. This is not a course dropped
into a beautiful location, but a learning experience that emerges
out of the culture and ecology of Galiano Island.’
Bronte Renwick-Shields, a Galiano Islander as well as a
fourth-year political science major, joined with history graduate
student Jon Weller to research the history of the Learning Centre
land, drawing on written and oral accounts and interviews with
locals along with data gleaned from survey records, photos and
historical maps, starting as early as 1888. Aerial photos showed
the incursion of agricultural clearing, logging and sawmilling over
the years, although miraculously the Learning Centre site still
boasts the longest undisturbed old-growth coastline in the Salish
Sea. Documenting the human history of the land ‘is a means of
better informing the restoration process,’ noted Weller, with the
goal of ‘paying attention to the stories the landscape can tell—it’s
not just a blank wall of human disturbance.’
Student Bekki Khan took on the task of effectively using
social media to communicate with the wider world about
conservation goals. Students Lindsay Kathrens, Emily Potts and
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Tammy Schiefelbein drew up plans for a ‘native plant forage
forest’ slated for just below the classroom building, surrounding
a giant ‘grandmother cedar.’ The trio drew up a list of native
species including Western red cedar, Douglas fir, sword fern,
huckleberry and blackcap raspberry along with settler-planted
trees such as apple, cherry, chestnut, pear and plum. Stumps
left behind by logging could be used as nurse logs for smaller
plants useful for both food and medicinal purposes, the students
recommended.
Frederique D Bouchard worked on the human legacy
transect, using GIS and traversing a grid of lines on foot to
document evidence of human occupation over the years, with
the goal of ‘restoring for the future by looking at the past.’
Artifacts of settlement included roads, trails, cabins, fences,
chicken coops and old garden structures, and even an old
outhouse ‘in the middle of nowhere.’ Student John Bransfield
addressed the mounting problem of voracious deer browsing,
showing photos of landscapes that began as ‘rich and diverse’
but suffered a ‘drastic decline’ not only in plants but in bird
populations, including rufous hummigbirds, song and fox
sparrows, wrens, warblers and spotted towhees. Bransfield
presented solutions ranging from fertility control, fencing and
predator reintroduction to a controlled cull to address food
security issues. Utilizing a few highly-skilled hunters could help
islanders get ‘reskilled in meat processing’ so people know food
doesn’t always come in Styrofoam packages, Bransfield noted.
At the beginning of the course, meals were quiet and
restrained but it took only a couple of days for camaraderie to
grow. Laughter and chatter rang out as students forged
partnerships and shared skills with maps, computer technique
and GIS. The class was described as ‘an advanced investigation
into the meaning, limits and significance of ecological
restoration.’ Higgs noted that the students were also learning
about the human role in restoration and the ‘importance of
engaging community in making durable change.’
On the final night of the course, as Galiano Islanders listened
in rapt attention to student presentations, it was clear that an
exchange of information had taken place that had enriched the
lives of all. Higgs is hopeful that the best of the students’ final
reports, due in a few weeks, will be available for further public
review. 0
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If you wish you had been reading Island Tides for years—
you can! Visit our online archive at www.islandtides.com
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