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Salt Spring’s Fulford Inn in late fall sunshine.

Super-C ferry design problems surface
Patrick Brown, Hayden Chambers
Noise and fuel consumption problems with BC
Ferries’ new German-built ‘Super-C’ ferries
appear to stem from basic design decisions,
particularly with respect to propellers and hull
form.
A technical paper authored by senior
members of the design team, Stefan Krüger of
the Hamburg University of Technology, and
Heike Billerbeck and Tobias Haack of
shipbuilders Flensburger Schiffbau Gesellschaft
outlines a design process that utilized a
combination of model testing and computer
methods to create the world’s largest doubleended passenger ferries.
While Flensburger has considerable
experience with Ro-Ro (Roll-on, Roll-off)
ships, they have all been single-ended designs;
their website lists no previous experience with
double-ended ferries. According to the design
team: ‘Some of the design requirements put
forward by BCF had been very hard to fulfill in
the final concept. Most challenging was the
demand for extremely low fuel consumption,
low wake wash, and very good steering
performance that had to be combined with the
requirement for a diesel electric power plant.
Furthermore, the operational profile of the
vessel required a very short acceleration time of
the vessel from zero up to full design speed,
which is quite high with 21 knots.’
The specifications included:
• 370 vehicles, 1500 day passengers on 2 car
decks,
• Dimensions and deck strake compatible
with all mainland terminals,
• 21 knot service speed, 20 knots without
one prime mover, 18 knots without two prime
movers (prime movers are diesel engines;
Super-C ferries have four),
• Double-ended configuration based on CClass experience,
• Diesel electric propulsion,
• High lift rudders for optimum docking
performance,
• Fast acceleration to service speed, and
• Significant turning rate >90 Deg/minute.
BC Ferries’ specifications were based on the
actual performance of the existing C-Class
double-ended ferries, which were designed and
built in BC between 1976 and 1981, and which
are still giving satisfactory service.
The first of these, the Queen of Coquitlam,
cost $20 million to construct in 1976. The three
Super C’s were built under a $334 million

design/build contract with Flensburger, with a
total budget, including import duty, of $542
million. (Of course, one must allow for thirty
years of inflation.)
‘These requirements lead to an
unconventional propulsion concept with bow
and stern CPP–Propellers (Controllable Pitch)
which are operated in constant rpm mode
where the bow propeller feathers with the
trailing edge (propeller blades are like airplane
wings; this means that the propeller blades are
turned around so the trailing edge is forward).
This propulsion concept is embedded into a
completely new hull form that was developed
on the basis of numerical flow simulations,’
continued the designers.
The original C-class vessels were equipped
with two controllable pitch propellers (each
somewhat smaller than on the new vessels) and
rudders at each end, and displaced about 6500
tonnes and were 457ft long. They were, when
they were built, the world’s largest doubleended ferries, but later lost their title to
Washington State Ferries’ Jumbo MkII design,
which are 460ft long. The Super-C’s are 524ft
long, and displace a little over 10,000 tonnes;
close in size to the BC-built Spirits, which are
549ft long and displace 11,600 tonnes.
But the new vessels have nearly the same
carrying capacity —vehicles and passengers—as
the original C-class vessels, so direct
comparisons are valid.

Fuel Consumption Higher
BC Ferries’ officials have claimed that the
Super-C’s are 30% more fuel efficient than the
original C-class, but so far experience has not
borne that out. In fact, running on Route 2
(Nanaimo–Horseshoe Bay), the Coastal
Renaissance averaged 8,416 litres per round
trip, but the Queen of Oak Bay averaged 6,491
litres per round trip (figures from BC Ferries’
own fuel consumption records).
It is not surprising that BCF has chosen to
substitute the older vessel for the newer one on
this run for four days of the week. And use the
Coastal Celebration, on the Swartz Bay–
Tsawwassen route, only on weekends.

NGOs appeal against
‘unenforceable’ Canadian
Kyoto Act breaches
Lawyers for Friends of the Earth Canada gave the
Government of Canada notice on November 24 that
they will be appealing a recent Federal Court decision
in Canada’s first ever climate change lawsuit. The
much anticipated appeal came a week before the
world gathered in Poznan, Poland for the next round
of international climate change negotiations.
The original lawsuit was launched in June by pro
bono lawyers from Paliare Roland Barristers and
Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal Defence Fund) on
behalf of Friends of the Earth Canada. They were
seeking a declaration from the court that the
government had failed to meet the legal
requirements of the Canadian Kyoto Protocol
Implementation Act (KPIA). These requirements
include a plan based on meeting Kyoto targets and
drafting and enacting legally binding regulations to
combat climate change.
‘If the Federal Court’s decision was left
unchallenged, Canada’s woeful inaction on the
climate change crisis would be allowed to continue
despite domestic law that clearly states the
Government must act,’ stated Ecojustice lawyer
Hugh Wilkins. ‘We simply cannot stand by while the
government picks and chooses which laws to enforce.
All of our laws must be upheld— even the ones the
government finds inconvenient.’
The Federal Court ruled that the legislation itself
is not justiciable—meaning it is not an issue the
Courts can resolve. The appeal will seek to have the
Federal Court decision set aside and ask the Court of
Appeal to declare that the Minister of the
Environment and the Governor in Council are
KPIA, please turn to page 2

BC pro-rep
campaign begins
Fair Voting BC, a non-profit organization
dedicated to electoral reform, is getting
ready for BC’s referendum on electoral
reform on May 17 next year.
‘We have hundreds of volunteers in
over 40 communities from Fort St James
to Victoria,’ says Dan Grice, an organizer
with Fair Voting BC. ‘With the example of
the recent federal election still fresh in
people’s minds, many British Columbians
are determined not to let this one last
chance for electoral reform slip away.’
Next May, British Columbian’s will
again vote on the adopting the
recommendation of the Citizens’
Assembly on Electoral Reform, which
received over 57% support in 2005. The
assembly had recommended that BC
replace the outdated first-past-the-post
system with a improved system known as
BC-STV or the Single Transferable Vote
that is currently used in the Republic of
Ireland and the Australian Senate.
‘In 2005, 58% of British Columbians
united in preferring BC-STV to our
antiquated current system, falling just
2% short of change,’ said Shoni Field, a
Citizens’ Assembly Alumni and
Communications Chair for Fair Voting
BC. ‘We know that once people learned
about BC-STV they liked it, that’s why
we’re so excited to have people getting
out in communities across the province
to help raise awareness.’
Fair Voting BC is a non-profit, nonpartisan organization committed to
changing BC’s voting system to one that
is fairer and puts voters first. FVBC has
been working for electoral reform in BC
for over a decade. More information on
the BC-STV Electoral System and the
Proposed Referendum Campaign can be
found at www.stv.ca. ✐

Noise and Erosion at the
Terminals
It wasn’t long after the Coastal Renaissance
started running out of Nanaimo that local
residents complained of the noise when the
SUPER C-CLASS, please turn to page 7

is now available at these

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd
South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

SERIOUS COFFEE

The Super C-Class Coastal Celebration berthed at Swartz Bay on December 4.

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
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Mike Harcourt recognized BC Ferries’ summer quarter shows lower profits
for community planning Patrick Brown
The Planning Institute of British Columbia (PIBC) marked
World Town Planning Day on November 8 with a gala
celebration which included the admission of the Honourable
Michael Harcourt, former premier of BC and former mayor of
Vancouver, as an honourary member.
‘Mr Harcourt has been a long-time champion of progressive
community planning,’ said PIBC President Hazel Christy. ‘We’re
pleased to be able to recognize his leadership and vision in the
healthy development of BC communities during three decades of
public service.’
Established in 1949, World Town Planning Day highlights
the valuable contributions that sound planning has made to the
quality of the human environment. It is celebrated in over 30
countries on four continents.
Harcourt is also a 2003 recipient of Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society’s (CPAWS) Harkin Conservation Award
which, in the name of the first commissioner of Canada’s
National Parks system, honours individuals who have
demonstrated a significant contribution throughout their
lifetime to the conservation of Canada’s parks and wilderness.
He spoke, on October 23, in Victoria at a gala fundraiser for
CPAWS.
The ‘Father of National Parks’, James Harkin spearheaded
Canadian conservation in Canada at a time when nature
preservation was not a commonly accepted goal. ✐
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BC Ferries’ has published results for the second quarter of its
2008/09 fiscal year (the peak travel months of July, August, and
September) which show increased average fares but declining
vehicles and passengers traffic on both major and minor routes;
resulting in lower profits. This quarter is traditionally the most
profitable one of the fiscal year. Together with profits from the
first quarter (April to June), the summer’s profit is expected to
compensate for losses normally experienced in the winter
months.
Fare increases may well have had an effect on traffic on the
ferries. Compared to the three months of the previous summer,
major route vehicle traffic is down 6.9%, passenger traffic down
6.6%. On minor routes, a similar phenomenon has occurred.
Vehicle traffic is down 5.4%, passenger traffic down 3.7%.
However, according to published management comments:
‘ferry traffic is affected by a number of factors, including
transportation costs, the value of the Canadian dollar, weather,
global security, levels of tourism, disposable personal income,
the local economy, demographics and population growth.’

Fuel Surcharges Muddle The Picture
At first glance the figures show revenue increases. However,
report figures are confusing due to an accounting change; fuel
surcharges, previously not included in fare revenue totals, have
been included since April 1. Thus increases in total fare revenue
figures are due to this fuel surcharge inclusion.
When the estimated revenue attributable to fuel surcharges is
deducted from the recorded fare revenue, the recorded fare
revenue is lower than the summer quarter last year.
For example: on the major routes, the recorded increase in
fare revenue is $8.6 million, but this includes fuel surcharges of
$10 million; on the minor routes, the recorded increase in fare
revenue is $4.2 million, but this includes fuel surcharges of $5.1
million.

Expenses Up & Down
An increase in the total cost of fuel of $12.3 million is the largest
factor in a $14.8 million increase in operating costs for the
quarter. Previously, fuel costs were charged to operations costs

Whoops!
GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria

www.watertiger.net

In our November 27 edition, we reported that if Trust Council
took no action by December 18, Trust Executive’s October
decision to return Galiano’s bylaws #199 and #200 would
stand. In fact, the reverse is true, if Trust Council takes no
action the bylaws will be deemed approved.
However, consideration of the bylaws is on Trust Council’s
agenda for Friday, December 12. In another twist, on
December 9 newly sworn-in (at 5pm) Galiano Trustees,
Sandy Pottle and Louise Decario, together with Galiano LTC
Chair Gary Steeves may, that evening, pass a ‘resolution
without meeting’ requesting Islands Trust Secretary Linda
Adams not to refer the bylaws to Trust Council and to remove
consideration of the bylaws from Trust Council’s Agenda.
Stay tuned.
We also reported the August Special Meeting on these
bylaws to have cost $15,000; in fact it cost $12–13,000. The
second Special Meeting (which was eventually cancelled)
would have cost considerably less as no overnighting of
trustees and lawyer costs were required.
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1224
2017

9.2
8.9
11.2
1.6

2.8
2.7
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9.2
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10.2
11.5
-0.3

3.4
3.1
3.5
-0.1

19
FR

0257
1034
1802
2353

4.9
11.8
4.9
7.2

1.5
3.6
1.5
2.2

14.1
11.8
15.1
1.3
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1020
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4.6
16.1
7.9
10.8

1.4
4.9
2.4
3.3

11
TH

6.6
15.7
6.6

2.0
4.8
2.0

11.8
10.5
11.5
-0.7

3.6
3.2
3.5
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6.6
11.5
3.9

2.0
3.5
1.2

4.6
3.8
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1055
1815
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FR

12
FR

0521
1001
1438
2224

12
FR
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0446
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8.2
7.9
11.2
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9.5
9.2
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2.3

2.9
2.8
3.3
0.7

16.4
12.5
15.1
-0.3

5.0
3.8
4.6
-0.1
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1202
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11.5
10.5
14.8
4.3

3.5
3.2
4.5
1.3
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1715

16.4
12.1
14.4
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3.7
4.4
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12.1
9.5
10.2

3.7
2.9
3.1
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TU

0437
0758
1211
2033

10.2
9.8
10.5
2.0

3.1
3.0
3.2
0.6

0328
0726
1236
2030

12.8
115
14.1
3.6

3.9
3.5
4.3
1.1

15
MO

0044
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1456
1801

0.7
12.1
8.9
9.2

0.2
3.7
2.7
2.8

24
WE
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0934
1241
2107

10.8
10.2
10.5
1.6

3.3
3.1
3.2
0.5

0.3
16.4
11.5
13.8

0.1
5.0
3.5
4.2

23
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TU

0044
0822
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0427
0849
1312
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13.8
12.1
13.8
3.3

4.2
3.7
4.2
1.0

16
TU

0130
090
1504
1919

1.3
16.4
10.5
12.5

0.4
5.0
3.2
3.8

24
WE

0510
0955
1350
2147

14.4
12.5
13.5
2.6

4.4
3.8
4.1
0.8

9

TU

Fulford Tide Table Courtesy of
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based on a predetermined budgeted price per litre, with any cost
exceeding this charged to fuel cost deferral accounts.
Maintenance and administration costs were down compared
to 2007, but amortization was up by 36%, reflecting major
increases in BCFS’ investment in its fleet and terminals. For the
same reason, interest expense for the quarter is up 52% from the
same quarter last year.

Net Result
The net result of all this is a significant decline in both net
earnings and cash flow available to invest in the company’s
assets. For the three months, net earnings are down by 12%, and
cash flow generated by operations down by 8.4%. (The
company’s plans indicate that some $1.2 billion is needed for
new investment by 2012, of which half is to be generated from
operations and the remainder from the proceeds of bond issues.)

Management’s Comments
In this 2nd quarter report, management also referred to new
business opportunities including increases in commercial traffic
(to be handled by the new Super C-Class vessels), the
establishment of a new ‘travel centre’ in the new downtown
Vancouver Fairmont Pacific Rim property in 2009, and the
establishment of BCF Global Services Inc to ‘provide consulting
and management services both domestically and
internationally.’ ✐
This article can be found at www.islandtides.com, in the
Reprints section of our online archive, go through ‘BC Ferries,’
box in left column. It is a easy size to email to family, friend or
colleague.

Fuel Surcharges Removed
With the price of fuel currently falling, fuel surcharges were
cut by 50% on November 4 and eliminated on December 5 on
minor routes (including Horseshoe Bay–Langdale), and on
December 19 on major routes.

Local Ggypsy moth
infestations eradicated
Invasive gypsy moth populations in the Cowichan Valley
community of Saltair and on Salt Spring Island have been
successfully eradicated through a 2008 treatment program.
Neither site will require treatment in 2009.
No moths have been caught in monitoring and treatment
evaluation traps placed in either Saltair or Saltspring. A smaller
moth population near Lake Cowichan does not appear to have
survived either. Monitoring trapping will continue in those
locations and others around the BC in 2009.
The gypsy moth is an introduced pest species that can
damage trees, especially Garry oaks, and overall forest health.
Large gypsy moth populations have defoliated sections of
forests and residential areas in Ontario and the eastern United
States in recent years.
The moths are continually being unintentionally brought to
BC on vehicles and outdoor recreational equipment, like lawn
furniture from affected areas in eastern North America.
Infested locations are often subject to product and
transportation quarantines and area treatment, including
individual vehicle checks, and annual aerial spraying. ✐
KPIA from page 1
violating the KPIA.
‘We are looking to the Federal Court of Appeal to provide
more guidance on the issue of justiciability,’ said lawyer Chris
Paliare. ‘The KPIA itself states that it is binding on the
Government. If the government is not accountable in the courts
for its admitted non-compliance with this legislation, it could
make the same claim for various other laws that it does not want
to obey. That makes this an important case, not just for the Kyoto
Protocol, but also for democracy and the rule of law.’
‘Friends of the Earth cannot let the government of Canada
defy its domestic law on climate change,’ said Beatrice Olivastri,
CEO of Friends of the Earth Canada. ‘If we cannot enforce the
KPIA, it makes a mockery of the democratic process in the
current session of Parliament and any private member’s bill that
is considered. How can we debate future commitments to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions when we fail to enforce the current
law of the land on climate change?’ ✐

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
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www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

Ken Livingstone’s Caracas: the Former Lord Mayor of
London on Venezuela ~ Calvin Tucker
Ken Livingstone talks to Calvin Tucker, co-editor of
web magazine 21st Century Socialism.
Tucker: You have recently been offered a new job by Hugo
Chavez, the Venezuelan President. What exactly are you going to
be doing in Caracas?
Livingstone: A job is overstating it; you know we had this
deal that was done between London and Venezuela. President
Chavez organized that we would get £14 million off the price of
our oil bill for London’s buses, and in exchange, Transport for
London and the Greater London Authority would give lots of
advice on how to run a modern city. And Caracas has huge
problems. And the deal was cancelled by Boris Johnson [the new
Conservative Mayor of London] on the grounds that it was
obscene that one of the poorest societies was supporting one of
the richest. What Boris didn’t realize was that the Central Bank,
the Treasury in Caracas, has $39 billion of reserves.
Venezuela’s problem is not, given that they have the third
largest oil reserves in the world, the lack of financial resources,
it’s actually the expertise. For example, to get a major
programme to build decent housing. Because most of the people
in Caracas live in the barrios, which are prone to collapsing down
the sides of the hills in torrential rain. About ten years ago,
20,000 people were buried alive in a mudslide near Caracas.
And with the cancellation of the London–Caracas deal,
President Chavez asked me what I could do to globalize advice and
strategy. So I met with Chavez’s candidates for the various local
authorities in Caracas, and they haven’t got the sort of strong
modern government they need. You have five lower authorities,
and Chavez’s party will win the two which have about 80% of the
population, which is poor. And most probably the three smaller
ones in which the rich people live will elect rival candidates. If
Chavez’s candidates can win those two, plus the mayor of the
overall greater Caracas region, they can work together for the sort
of long term planning that we tried in London, on transport,
housing, waste, recycling, all those things. I pulled together a team
of people that can go over there and give advice.
It’s all got to be done by Venezuelans, but there is no reason
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Two more of the Salish
Sea’s feet are paired

why they have to replicate the mistakes that we made in London
over 150 years. What people forget is that if you look at the
problems with Caracas or Lagos or Mumbai today, they are the
problems that London had in the middle of the 19th Century.
When peasants leave the land, they arrive in the cities, they die
in their millions. There was a time when, in 1840, the average
lifespan in Britain was around 42. In London, it was 35 years.
Broadly, all the history of London is about how to create the
modern social infrastructure that gives its citizens a decent
quality of life.
So, it is not really a job in that sense. I’ll be orchestrating
people to go over there. I mean, it won’t require much of my
time; it’s a question of identifying those people who have the
skills and expertise in these fields so that they can tap into them.
Tucker: You are a well known supporter of the Venezuelan
revolution, as it’s called, and you’re the honorary president of the
Venezuela Information Centre.
Livingstone: That’s right, yes.
Tucker: How would you characterize the Venezuelan
revolution? Do you see this as a real revolution, if you like, a
revolution in the traditional sense?
Livingstone: No, not a revolution in the traditional sense,
because the poor people haven’t fired any guns. And therefore it
is not in that same sort of broad category as, say, Russia, China
and Cuba. What you had before Chavez was the 200 richest
families, the oligarchs, taking their share of the oil wealth that
wasn’t being taken by the international oil companies, living a
life completely cut off from the mass of the population, and
having most of their money abroad, so that they could get out if
there was ever a real revolution.
Chavez won the election and has changed the tax regime,
nationalized the oil companies. And when the middle class
organized a strike, he took over and ran Pdvsa, the oil company,
and has used that wealth to give people healthcare and good
education, so you have now got 100% literacy. You see people
who are 35 years old with braces on their teeth, because before
VENEZUELA, please turn to page 8

Through DNA analysis, the BC Coroners Service has confirmed
remains of a right foot found on May 22, 2008, on Kirkland
Island, and the remains of a left foot found on November 11,
2008, in Richmond on Finn Slough, are from the same female.
Investigations by the RCMP, Delta Police Department and
the Coroners Service continue to determine identities for this
pair, for the pair of male feet matched on July 10, and for a
remaining right foot. An ID has been confirmed on the right foot
found on August 20, 2007 at Jedediah Island near Parksville but
has been withheld at the request of the family.
A total of six feet have been found since August 2007. In all
cases, these remains appear to have naturally separated
(disarticulated) from the body. There is no forensic evidence to
support anything other than disarticulation as there are no tool
or trauma marks on the remains.
Factors that contribute to disarticulation include water
temperature, decomposition and predation from marine life.
Due to a variety of variables it is very difficult to determine how
long remains may have been in water.
The Coroners Service uses information on physical
characteristics from exams by forensic pathologists and
anthropologists, along with DNA analysis of the feet in order to
build the most enhanced profile possible for each. Found
remains profiles are maintained in a provincial database for
future comparisons until identifications are determined. ✐

Corporate Retreats
Looking for a new place for your retreat?
Clam Bay Island Retreat offers you a special place
away from the hustle and bustle of urban life, yet only
25 minutes flying time from Vancouver.

Returning to Eden ~ Christa Grace-Warrick
first heard of the Eden Project while in England in 2000/01.
I remember my sister, a butterfly preservation expert,
mentioning it. Preoccupied with family, it didn’t click. But
now I realize this amazing botanical garden in Cornwall, the
south-west tip of Britain, was just opening at that time.
Last year, my brother from Australia was here for the
summer and at the end of it he flew to England to my stepfather’s 85th birthday.
Richard, a lifelong lover of Cornwall where we grew up, took
my stepfather to the former china clay tailings pit transformed
into the Eden Project, the ‘8th wonder of the world.’ He brought
back the guide book for me and, about this time last year, I read
it one Saturday morning.
A language fan, I was inspired as much by the direct way the
booklet was written as by the story of the transformation of the
derelict site into a botanical garden with a difference. The
foreword was written by Tim Smit, the mover and shaker, I
guessed. Who was he? A web search was fruitful.
Originally an archeologist turned pop-song writer and
recording producer, Smit moved to Cornwall to create a
recording studio but went exploring one day….
I read The Lost Gardens of Heligan, Smit’s story of his first
horticultural project in Cornwall. Tim had literally hacked his
way into this overgrown Victorian garden next door. It took hold
of his imagination. Smit used his leadership and team-building
talents to talk his way through fundraising, local planning
authorities and small-town public meetings.
Spotter of opportunities of all sorts and quick to turn them to
advantage, Smit and the many people he inspired restored the
gardens (www.heligan.com). He felt it was a tribute to all the
ordinary Victorian working people who had originally created
the garden.
Smit is not just a life-long learner, he takes what he knows
and applies it to his next project. What about building a botanical
garden that shows the world-wide connection between people
and plants—in the disused china clay pit that he often drove
past?
Once again he caught the imagination of people in this
economically depressed region, and throughout Britain. The
project received magnificent offers of help, from architect
Nicholas Grimshaw and construction giant McAlpine and many
others. A seminal boost was a $50million UK Millenium Project
grant.
The Eden Trust pre-opened its gigantic fabric biomes and
gardens in May 2000 and has since been incorporated through
an annual pop concert series. And there’s even a skating rink.
A business maverick, Tim Smit is still CEO of Eden. The
facility has had millions of visitors, practises local-sourcing of
supplies (giving a sustaining boost to Cornwall’s economy),
recycles assiduously, and has an innovative business and

I

employment ethic for its 600 employees.
Smit is a promoter of social enterprise—business with a heart.
He thinks that many things that need doing can only be done by
large enterprises and that many of them are willing to have a
go—if only they knew how or what.
Meanwhile he has developed an provocative set of
management rules. ‘Business,’ he says ‘is life writ large.’ He says
he makes sure to work with people he likes, this is of course an
add-on to basic competence for the job.
Leaders are interviewed and chosen in a two-day process by
the people who will work for them. What a boost, he says, to start
a job with a team which made you its leader.
He plans to keep employees ten years and has some unusual
requirements of them. Once a year: they must give a
performance of some kind; they must give a presentation about
why they like working for Eden; they must cook a meal for forty
colleagues; and they must make a wish come true for somebody
who does not know they are doing so. Everybody has to learn to
play samba drums and once a year the entire company comes
together to play samba. Every year, each one must read two
books, see two plays and watch two films which their friends
would say are outside their areas of interest.
Removing the blinkers from people’s eyes is Smit’s objective,
both with visitors to Eden and the staff. He wants his employees
‘not to be comfy intellectually but comfy with the people they
work with.’ A question he likes people to ask themselves is, ‘What
do I feel strongly about that I know nothing about.’
He often turns ideas on their head to provoke new ideas and
solutions from employees. One of his well-used questions is
‘What 10 things would you do if wanted to trash this company?’
He also likes to start at the end point, ‘What does great look like?’
On a daily basis, employees are encouraged to say ‘good
morning’ to 20 people. That way, he says, people know what’s
going on in the enterprise. He also says that he gives people time
off in the day so that every so often they can work at night, ‘by
winelight.’ This is when all the best new ideas get created.
He has strong ideas about women—freeing up restraints on
women will change the world, he believes. The anthropolgist in
him has no undue reverence for the past or ancient cultures,
especially if they suppressed women.
He believes we are at the start of the first global civilization. It
is an idea which seems to please him a great deal.
On October 30, Smit spoke at two local public meetings.
Eden wants to install a very tall wind-turbine on the edge of the
one-time tailings pit, to generate Eden’s power needs on-site and
even feed some renewable energy into the national grid. Some
neighbours are against it. The decision will be made by
Restormel Borough Council on January 29. It will be fascinating
to see what happens next. ✐

Located by the ocean on Pender Island in BC’s Southern Gulf Islands.

Website: www.clambay.com
Contact Lesley: 250-629-6313
For reservations or further information
Email: info@clambay.com
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Editorial: Three Crises
The recent confrontation in Ottawa is as a clear an indication of
the need for electoral overhaul as we could need. Canadians no
longer want to put up with the dramas that the failing first-pastthe-post electoral system brings. The resultant political
skirmishing is no longer amusing (though it has been very
interesting to see the country wake up and pay attention.)
Clearly, when Parliament does not properly empower a majority
of citizens, all sorts of unusual measures ensue.
What people really want is for government to take time for
sensible discussion; a meeting of the country’s best minds and
kindest hearts to get us through the global challenges we face.
That doesn’t just mean the current economic downturn—or
dare we say, adjustment. It can hardly really be a crisis if
parliament can be sent home for two months, can it? We wonder
who it suits to whip up a national mood of fear? But that is
another topic.
No, the fearful challenge that we actually face is the
conundrum of climate change, its effects and its mitigation. For
Canada, there may be a huge green economy that could be
developed. Closing autoplants may not be end of the road—
pardon the pun. With a strengthened and specifically directed
social safety net to ease the dislocation, this might be exactly the
moment to re-tool our industries and retrain our skilled workers.
With the right measures, these turn-arounds can be very fast.
We don’t just want to cope with today or return to the status quo.
We want our government to initiate a tomorrow we can live with
and be proud of.
Through this political turbulence, the word coalition and the
concept of cooperation has entered Canadian politics and
hopefully won’t go away. Because that is what we need.
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Winter Super Sail glitches
From December 1 to January 31 fares on all BC Ferries routes
will be reduced by 33%. However there are some glitches for
regular travellers on a number of minor routes (not the Southern
Gulf Islands and Salt Spring) for which paper ‘commuter’ tickets
are still being used.
People travelling on these routes will not be able to use tickets
from their prepaid book if they wish to travel at the ‘winter super
sail’ discount fare. However BC Ferries has come up with a
number of solutions for this snag. Ask at your local ticket booth
for your options.

Minor Route Options
1. Hold and Pay Cash: Customers may hold onto their
current prepaid paper tickets for use after January 31, 2009 and
pay cash to receive the 33% discount.
2. Use at Par: Customers wishing to use prepaid paper tickets
purchased before December 1, 2008 for travel may use the
tickets from December 1, 2008 to January 31, 2009 at par—no
refunds will be given.
3. Exchange Paper Tickets: Customers may exchange
prepaid paper tickets for specially marked discount paper tickets
that will provide 33% off fares. Example: Two prepaid paper
tickets purchased prior to December 1, 2008 will be exchanged
for three specially marked discount paper tickets.
4. Purchase Specially Marked Discount Paper Tickets:
Customers may purchase specially marked discount paper
tickets which are valid only between December 1, 2008 and
January 31, 2009.
5. Transfer Paper Tickets to BC Ferries Experience™ Card:
Customers may transfer the face value of their prepaid paper
tickets purchased prior to December 1, 2008 to the BC Ferries
Experience Card™ and receive 33% off fares everywhere the card
is accepted (during the promotional period only).
6. Refund Tickets: Customers may apply for a refund of their
prepaid paper tickets at face value by mail to BC Ferries Head
office.
The Winter Super Sail was funded by a one-time $20 million
grant from the taxpayers of BC. ✐

Hartland Landﬁll
Tipping Fee Changes
As of January 2, 2009 Hartland Landﬁll will increase their
current tipping fee, for general refuse only, to cover
increased operational and capital works projects at the
landﬁll, as well as recycling and waste diversion programs
in the capital region. The new fee is:

Paper Salmon Migrating
Dear Editor:
Salmon farms are a serious issue impacting wild salmon. Wild
salmon are the life-blood of the eastern Pacific; a power cord
running between sunlight hitting open ocean waters and coastal
life of North America. Wild salmon are of the true economy,
causing life to flourish wherever they move. Wild salmon feed the
forests, the ecosystem, people and the BC economy.
In violation of the natural laws, salmon farms hold domestic
salmon stationary, too near wild rivers and lethally amplify
bacteria, viruses and parasites, killing the young wild salmon as
they emerge from the rivers.
Wild salmon are in exceptional decline everywhere there are
salmon farms, worldwide. Moving salmon farms off wild salmon
migration routes could remedy this, but politics are in the way,
threatening the entire coast of British Columbia.
A migration of paper salmon through the postal system has
begun, carrying a message to the man who could prevent this
extinction. BC Premier Gordon Campbell could remove
corporate salmon farms from the wild salmon migration arteries
with the stroke of pen; keep functioning one of the last places on
earth that still makes clean air, water and food.
Help send a school of fish on this life-sustaining mission.
Gordon Campbell won’t save wild salmon if one paper fish
arrives on his desk, but he would if a million arrived. Somewhere
between 1 and 1 million lies the number of paper salmon needed
to keep the BC coast alive.
Join me in making a mighty paper salmon migration for the
life of the eastern Pacific. Go to www.adopt-a-fry.org, ‘The
Migration’ for instructions. People do change this world all the
time.
Alexandra Morton, Echo Bay

New Ferry Scandal?
Dear Editor:
This Super-C Class ferry fiasco is all too reminiscent of the Folly
of the Fast Cats. This may be one more example of false
economy. Every dollar chiselled from an engineering budget
costs $10 or $100 in construction and $1,000 or $10,000, even
$100,000, in maintenance, operation and revision.
Peter Easthope, Pender Island

News From Mumbai
Dear Editor:
It’s November 27, we are still in Pune at the Ramamani Iyengar
Memorial Yoga Institute (RIMYI) flying out of Mumbai on
Monday evening. The airport is open and flights are running on
time. News here of the violence in Mumbai has been steady and
we are finding out through the India Times and the internet as
we do not have a television. As I write the violence continues as
hostages are still being held, one terrorist has been caught and is
held which seems like a good thing. If there was any follow-up
violence planned it is likely aborted now. Many have died, some
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250-656-1334

We dug deep in time and money to bring you this week’s
collection of news. This is the first edition of our 20th year, so it
seems fitting. We are hoping you will also write those 2009
voluntary subscription cheques, or call with your VISA number,
so we can keep going from strength to strength. (see ad page 6.)
Thank you to all our advertisers, our writers, our readers and
supporters. May you enjoy the season!
Island Tides will take a short break and be back in the boxes
by January 15 with lots more good reading.

foreigners but mostly Indians.
A long-time Pune student at the institute, who led us in our
invocation last Wednesday, has lost her son; he was killed at one
of the Mumbai hotels where he worked.
I spoke with two BC yogis who flew in late Wednesday night
having no idea what had happened. They said the airport and
roads were deserted and they felt something was wrong however
they made it safely; others who were scheduled to leave yesterday
and today have postponed or rerouted their trip home.
I am not sure what news you are receiving there but I imagine
it is as alarming and varied as what we get here. Although it is
said foreigners have been targeted this is only partially true as the
staff of one hotel were fired on as well as train travellers. By the
time this email reaches you the news will have progressed.
Even as close as we are (four hours from Mumbai) one must
maintain a little skepticism and of course stay calm. Studies
continue at RIMYI as normal and everyone is being supportive of
each other in every way. Pranayama week is just the antidote and
Geeta is guiding us with skill into a meditative mindfulness.
Li Milne, Chester, Nova Scotia

Federal Politics
Dear Editor:
The recent decision by the Governor General sets an unfortunate
precedent—that any minority government that faces defeat in
the House of Commons can now prorogue parliament, buy more
time and effectively put the country into an unofficial election.
Instead of letting the House vote on Monday, all those in the
House will now be campaigning for support over Christmas and
the ensuing weeks. It appears the last election was a futile
exercise and waste of money brought on by the previous
government.
This is a further distraction from getting on with the nation’s
business that will cost Canadians more money—money that
should be put to much better use in re-invigorating our economy.
The next eight weeks will not be a ‘time out’ as the Governor
General was persuaded to believe. It will be a time of continued
conflict, drawn-out political advertising and posturing, and
continued strategic self-serving that I believe will weaken and
divide this country. Such a waste.
I sincerely hope that all of our federal leaders will make
electoral reform in the country a priority in order to avoid such
conflicts again.
For the last few weeks I have been putting efforts into the BC
STV referendum next May. And I would like to be working at
proportional representation on the federal level.
Don Harrison, Pender Island
Dear Editor:
I can’t believe some of the things I am hearing. Do such a large
number of Canadians know nothing about our democracy? Not
only does the opposition have the right to form a coalition for the
express purpose of ruling in Parliament, they have a duty to do it
when faced with a totally unacceptable bill from a minority
government.
Let’s look at what the Harper group presented to Parliament
with their mini-budget bill. They wanted to cut the funding to
political parties which is something that is given in most
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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We need to abandon a model of exaggerated competition, of
winner takes all. This model has been drummed into us from the
first moment we enter school, if not before, but we must
overcome it. We need to do what a country does in a ‘crisis’—
work out the solutions together.
The best option is not either the 38–49% ‘majority’ (still a
shut-out) or the wheel-spinning of minority governments; it’s a
more egalitarian system of representation. Proportional
representation would go a long way toward creating stable,
multi-faceted government with an involved electorate willing to
do more than merely vote.
However, federal proportional representation is some years
off. In the meantime we get to watch this time-wasting circus of
governance: good representatives are locked in an archaic
system—they can’t be enjoying it either.
However an important opportunity is mere months away for
BC, which will vote on pro-rep on May 17. If this referendum
succeeds, it will have perhaps the best effect on Canadian politics
in decades.
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Now thru Sunday, Dec 21

Thursday, December 18

Wintercraft—organized by Salt Spring Arts Council,
your gift is supporting the arts; heartwarming stocking
stuffers & dazzling presents • Mahon Hall, 114
Rainbow Road • 10am-5pm daily • Info: 250-5370899 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Pender Film Group Screenings: THURS DEC 18: Encounters
at the End of the World (2007)—captures Antarctica’s rarely seen
beauty on film and meets the men and women dedicating their
lives to furthering the cause of science often in treacherous
conditions • 7:30pm • Community Hall • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Now thru Wednesday, Dec 31
Comox Valley Art Gallery 34th Annual Christmas Craft
Fair—original designs, handmade works in pottery, jewellery,
wood, glass, ornaments, specialty foods and more • CVAG Gift
Shop, 580 Duncan Avenue • DEC: Mon to Sat, 10am-5pm,
Sunday, 11am-4pm • Free admission • Info: 250–338–6211,
www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com • IN COMOX

Sat, Dec 20 thru Sun, Jan 4

Now thru Thurs, Jan 1

Holiday Season Fun Swims—‘Everyone Welcome Swims’ over
the holidays include: waves, waterslide, diving boards, tots’ pool,
pirate ship, swirlpool, and afternoon games, family changerooms
and AquaTerra Cafe • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk
Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Info:
schedule www.saanich.ca or call the 24-hour Swim-line 250-4757620 • IN VICTORIA

Registration for The Science & Art of Herbology—4th
annual 10 month apprenticeship; plant
identification, extensive herb research,
medicine making, children, women &
men’s health and more • Starts Feb 1 then
first Sunday of each month • Stowel Lake
Farm • Tuition $1,300 includes course
material • Info: Community Herbalist
Saci Spindler 250-653-0068 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

New Year’s Eve Magic Lake Lantern Festival—Spirit of the
Whale; community outdoor celebration with masked dancers,
giant puppets, kayak ballet, stilt walkers, music & more • 4:30pm,
assemble at Danny Martin Ball Park with lanterns, 5pm
procession begins to the picnic area at Magic Lake • By donation •
Info: www.pendercreatives.com/threeonthetree 250-629-3513
lorellep@shaw.ca • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wednesday, December 31

Saturday, December 13

Thursday, January 1

Santa Saturnina Symposium—distinguished guest speakers
and artists joining islanders for an
entertaining look into our history with
Barry Gough, Robin Inglis, Nick Doe,
Gordon Miller and Steve Mayo • Rec
Centre • 9:30am-5:30pm • Tickets $20
(Under 19 free); Sailor's Mess (dinner and
entertainment) 7-10pm $25.00 RSVP •
Info: www.saturnacan.net/saturnina.pdf 250-539-3217 • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

Polar Bear Swim—start the new year a jump in the ocean; pipe
band, smokies, hotdogs & veggie dogs with hot cocoa, free to all
swimmers • Port Browning Marina • Splashdown at about 1pm •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Local & Salish Sea-wide
Visibility For Your Event
islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

Twitching, not twittering, online
Bird watching is one of the most popular pastimes around the
globe. And nowadays, the internet allows bird lovers to peek
through innumerable ‘bird cams’—live video cameras aimed at
nests and other places where birds congregate.
One of the most popular bird cams is the one pointed at a nest
of eagles on Canada’s west coast. One of the world’s most
popular websites, it has as many as 10 million internet watchers
each day. ‘Its absolutely bizarre,’ says David Hancock who put
the eagle images on line. In a lifetime devoted to nature issues,
Hancock, a biologist, author and publisher says he has never
seen such a huge audience enthralled with wild animals.
The camera, which the birds ignore, provides an intimate
view of their aerie. The site’s popularity may be due to the
mystique surrounding bald eagles—striking creatures with their
white head, piercing yellow eyes and an eight-foot wingspan.
Hancock, who has been fascinated by the magnificent bald gave
a talk about them to Salt Spring Conservancy on November 21. Did
you know bald eagles mate for life, and live as long as 50 years? ✐

Infrastructure planning grants
Fifty-eight local governments across BC will share $819,400
from the second round of the annual Infrastructure Planning
Grant program. The Infrastructure Planning Grant Program
offers grants up to $10,000 to help local governments plan,
design and manage infrastructure. The grants support projects
that improve infrastructure sustainability such as long-term
comprehensive plans and studies needed to assess the economic
and environmental feasibility proposed for water, sewer,
drainage and transportation infrastructure.
These grants are among a series of provincial funding
initiatives available to local governments to help improve
community infrastructure, providing the research and basis for
some of the follow-up work though the other programs. ✐

LETTERS from previous page
democracies to ensure some fairness in the amount that parties
have to run candidates. If not for this funding we can forget
about getting candidates of the calibre of Briony Penn who is so
qualified and bright but who does not have the backing of big
business or wealthy people. Candidates do have to finance
themselves to quite a degree. So without some funding from the
nation only the wealthy with their own agendas will be able to
run as candidates to be our lawmakers.
Then there was the section against equal pay for women for
work of equal value. This is basically unfair but it has other
impacts. Many women are the heads of households. The main
reason why there are so many children in this fat, rich country
living in poverty is that their parents do not get a wage that can
provide for them. Unless the minimum wage is raised and
women are paid fairly, this situation can only get worse.
Finally, there was the section which would have taken away
the right to strike for civil servants, in effect destroying the rights
of labour to fair collective bargaining. This right to strike is
fundamental to labour justice and has been won over centuries
by working people with much blood, sweat and tears.
For the opposition to have acceded to this would be to sign
their own death warrant and to have utterly let down the
Canadian people who after all, gave them the majority of the
popular vote.
Stephen Harper does not have a mandate from the people.
His party got the most votes among the parties in a minority
situation. If the opposition wants to get together to stop a very
dangerous dictatorial attempt to foist on us divisive and cruel
legislation, that is, after all, their duty.
Some people have said they want ‘stability.’ Stability at the
cost of democracy and justice is a poor bargain. Dictatorships are
stable. The messiest democracy is preferable by far to the tidiest
dictatorship.
What does Stephen Harper do when faced with the will of
parliament, which he is bound to observe? He gets the Governor
General to prorogue Parliament, leaving us without a
government in effect for almost two months. I don’t think she
should have set this precedent but it was Harper who fled from
facing the Parliament of Canada. He uses lies, saying the Bloc is
part of the coalition. He sows disunity in the country. He wraps
himself in the flag and tries to look like a patriot while calling the
opposition seditious. He shows his true colours as a would-be
dictator.
Canadians must exercise their right to vote. We cannot let a
dangerous party get power just because they can whip up their
supporters to vote while the rest of the electorate stays home.
Even our badly flawed democracy is better than a dictator in
power. Canadians voted for a minority government. Their wish
for this kind of parliament has been thwarted by the
maneuvering of a man who shows more and more why he cannot
be trusted.
Please, I beg my compatriots, do not get taken in by the
rhetoric and name-calling you will hear from Stephen Harper
and his gang. He is hiding from the inevitable justice of the
House of Commons majority and he wants to hide the truth from
us.
Wilma Riley, Pender Island

I can’t agree with everything they have done, it has been a recipe
for stable democratic government. Perhaps it’s worth a try. After
all coalition governments have also been useful in war time. Why
not use one to sort out this financial mess?
And then we had the news of the Canadian Governor General
proroguing parliament. In 1975 the Australian Governor
General, John Kerr, dismissed the Australian Labour Prime
Minister, Gough Whitlam, and dissolved parliament when
Whitlam could not get the Australian Senate to pass the budget
bills. Sounds like your Governor General should have taken a leaf
out of John Kerr’s book and let the Canadian people decide.
But then, with the Canadian ‘first-past-the-post’ electoral
system, it’s a gamble that you would have got a better result if she
had. Here’s wishing you luck!
Richard Curchin, Merrimac Australia

Did You Have A Property Tax Hassle?
Dear Editor:
I am a Salt Spring resident who has recently received an
unexpected Overdue Property Tax Notice after mailing in my
payment in early June. During a visit to the CRD tax office to
discuss the matter I met another gentleman from Pender Island
who had the same complaint. Despite our protestations we both
had to pay the penalty or face further penalties by the end of
October. This gentleman even had a carbon copy of his cheque as
proof. In my case I had contacted the local agent and CRD office
over a period of several weeks when the cheque was not
withdrawn from my bank account and was led to believe that it
often took weeks for the cheque to be cashed. All to no avail.
Somehow it seems like more than coincidence that two
people should meet with the same problem from the same area.
Would anyone who has had a similar experience please contact
me at 250-537-9351. If there are more cases, it may warrant
further investigation and may be helpful in appealing the
penalties.
Derek Emmerson, Salt Spring Island

Old Growth Forests and Carbon
Fixation—A Rebuttal
Dear Editor:
Having gained some small knowledge of forests through 36 years
of earning my living from them, I feel obliged to comment on the
recent front page article in your Sept 18-Oct 1 edition entitled
‘Old Growth Worth More While Growing.’
The main idea of this article is encapsulated in the quote by
SFU associate professor Duncan Knowler, ‘The biggest single
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STONEWORK FOR RENT
This is an opportunity for you to trade rental
income for equity building stonework.
Stonemasonry teacher Bill Child is returning to
the Gulf Island area this spring after exploring
B.C. for three years.
Bill, Kate and their pets are looking for peaceful
accommodations on the Gulf Islands or the
Cowichan Valley.
In exchange, Bill will teach stonemasonry
workshops at this site and also personally build
artistic stonework.

Coalition Government
Dear Editor:
It’s depressing that when Australia and Canada are alike in so
many ways that we hear so little news of each other via the news
media. Finally some news of your political crisis has been
broadcast on the Australian SBS channel. Thank heavens for an
independent nation broadcaster. And what do we hear? The
suggestion of a coalition government?
Well Australia has been governed by a coalition of the Liberal
and National parties for the majority of the last 50 years. Whilst

benefit of preserving the forest was the carbon capture benefit,
and you’re going to get that in all old-growth forests.’ Excuse me,
but this kind of mis-information must not be allowed to pass
unchallenged.
Forestry is not rocket science and anyone who has cut down
many thousands upon thousands of trees in both old growth and
second growth forests, as I have done, could not help but have
noticed that the life cycle of trees is not a whole lot different from
that of most other organisms, including our own selves.
That is to say that trees begin by growing relatively slowly
until they reach a stage we might refer to as adolescence when
they begin to really put on the weight (carbon). Then, as they
mature, their rate of growth reaches a peak after which there is a
steady decline until old age when ultimately they hardly grow at
all and eventually, in fact, begin to release more carbon into the
atmosphere through decaying or fire than they take out through
carbon fixing. This is rudimentary forest science 101.
We have many different forest types in B.C, from areas like
our own dry-belt Douglas Fir zone where fire has been a major
component in the development and very nature of the forest, to
areas on the mainland coast where no fire has had any significant
impact for thousands of years. Different species peak out at
different rates and ages, and no single rule applies, but in
general, young, vigorous, fast-growing, second-growth forests
will fix much more carbon, much faster than any old growth
forest. Thus, the logical conclusion is that if you are only
interested in carbon fixation, you will relentlessly seek out and
harvest the old growth in order to keep the provincial forests on
a rotation of 80-150 years—the years after which the rate of
carbon fixation will diminish in relation to carbon release.
Few people, including myself, believe that a single motivating
factor should govern the management of our forests. Least of all,
should that single motivating factor be carbon fixation or, for
that matter, sentimental attachment to the beauty and grandeur
of old trees.
And here we are at the crux of my motivation for writing this
rebuttal. This article appears to me to be lauding yet another
pseudo-scientific treatise released by some overly educated folks,
adept at their trade of word-spinning, motivated first and foremost

If you would like to discuss the
designing of stonework on
your property please contact:
Ganges, Salt Spring Island
250-537-5593
toll free 1-877-490-5593

Open 7 days a week

www.stonemasonry.net

Bill Child
250-249-5511
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When Galiano gets going ~ Tom Hennessy
f late, it seems that it is not often that
The Galiano Land & Community Housing
everyone on Galiano can agree on Trust has struggled since the mid-’90s with this
something, but all Islanders now problem, exploring many options including
recognize that lack of affordable housing is a rental registries and establishing an affordable
very serious problem facing our community. housing community which would enable
Island housing prices are high, jobs are low- people to build and own a home of their own on
paying and rental accommodation is all but community-owned land. During this time, the
non-existent. As always,
problem has grown
young
people
are
exponentially, to the
attracted to the island
point where our school
and welcomed as firepopulation has dropped
department volunteers,
from a high of 115 to fewer
construction workers,
than 50 students.
care givers for the elderly
In typical Galiano
and staff for Island
fashion, a group of
businesses.
Although
creative
Islanders,
their presence is key to
frustrated with the slow
keeping the community
pace
of
large-scale
viable, there is simply no
projects, have come up
The prototype comes out of the woods. with a timely fix for the
place for them to live.
No affordable housing
problem.
has been built on Galiano since the Galiano
I am an industrial designer with a life-long
Lions Club built a small and very successful interest in housing and shelter issues, so I
development of apartments for senior citizens designed a one-person, self-contained, ecoin the ’70s. With present day prices for lots friendly and movable ‘mini- house’ which could
starting at over $300,000 and construction be placed on any property where there was a
costs at over $100,000 for a small cottage, there need for a caretaker or caregiver, or for a
is a desperate need for new ideas to solve this temporary residence for a home-builder or
problem which is becoming a critical issue not family member. It could also serve as a first
only on Galiano, but all over the Gulf Islands home for a new Islander, who could build one
and Canada. Our research has shown that for a modest sum, paying off a loan in a couple
some of our younger community are sleeping in of years at $300 per month instead of paying
the backseat of cars, four and five to a room, old high rent and it could then function as the core
mouldy trailers, drafty tool sheds and even of a larger home.
under the Sturdies Bay ferry dock.
The goal was to, as much as possible,

O

Ecopad from the other end.

Photo: Henny Schnare, wwwhenny.ca

Ecopad from bedroom end, kitchen on left.
eliminate the prohibitive initial costs of building
a dwelling. I examined all the barriers and came
up with an alternative to each one. The design
of the dwelling was determined by the best
assembly of the alternative solutions. My goal
was to find a solution that was allowed within
the existing rules and regulations.
I felt that it was essential to cooperate with
all departments of the provincial government
and that they too would be willing to assist in
the search for acceptable solutions to this most
urgent issue. I checked with CRD building and
health inspectors to ensure that the concept did
not violate any regulations. Originally dubbed
the EcoPod, it soon was nicknamed the EcoPad
by Dave Morgan. Instantly, all kinds of people
could see how useful one of these flexible units
would be for their island situation.
The next step was to go to Victoria and talk
to the CRD building inspector and show him
my design. The building inspector has
explained that if it is on wheels, it is not their
responsibility. He also explained that the CRD’s
main objection to standard trailer design was
that they cannot safely dispose of gray water or
black water. Since the Eco Pad design does not
use pump-out tanks but processes its own
sewage, this problem is solved. The health
department explained that if there is no
waterline into the building and no discharge,
that it does not contravene any provincial
legislation. In other words, anyone can build
one of these for themselves. If someone wants
to start manufacturing, they would have to
conform to a standard such as trailer or mobile
home.
This structure collects rainwater from its

Photo: Henny Schnare, wwwhenny.ca

roof and processes its own gray water with an
evaporation/irrigation system for gardening
and a composting toilet. Photovoltaic would
provide power to a 12 volt system for fans,
pumps, computer and lights. Each system is
simplified for the highest efficiency at the
lowest cost.

Building The EcoPad
Chris Gaylor donated a used trailer which was
swiftly stripped down to the trailer frame by an
enthusiastic group of wreckers including
Nahani Daikun, David Gaylor, Zak Sebelius,
Virginia Crough, Zeus Cochrane, Carolyn Oko
and Kim Lenglet. The frame was moved to my
property where Robin McKenzie also joined in
with his carpentry skills.
After over-wintering at Nahanni’s house, the
EcoPad paid a brief visit to the Daystar Market
before returning to to my place for the
completion of walls, roofing and much of the
interior. Gary Coward and Richard Nathans
joined in a the last push. Many others donated
time, materials, tools and enthusiasm.
Doug Latta and his trusty four-wheel drive
moved it back to Daystar Market where it
functioned as an election center. Many people
have stopped by to admire the project, ask
questions, offer trailer frames for the next
prototype, and, in the case of eleven-year-old
Noel Doffing-Balint, ask when and how he can
start building his own EcoPad design.
The crew will next fit the solar panels, water
collection system, sewage system and other
high and low tech features that will make this
wondrous dwelling truly self-sufficient. It’s
ECOPAD, please turn to page 10

Voting reform
Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?

The First-Past-the-Post system, introduced at the birth of
Canada, is antiquated and has reached its expiration date,
according to Fair Vote Canada and the federal Green Party.
Electing MPs through First Past the Post is a systemic
political ailment, they say, which reinforces voter apathy,
disillusionment and cynicism. Since Canada’s voting system
does not translate popular vote into seats it leaves many people,
of across the political spectrum, without representation.
For example, 940,000 citizens voted Green in this past
election and elected no MPs and have no representation in
Parliament while 813,000 Conservative voters elected 27 MPs in
Alberta. The electoral system also unfairly punishes
Conservative voters in urban areas and Liberal and NDP voters
in the west.
The electoral system elects far more men than women and
gives some provinces an unfair share of power, based on their
population.

The October Election Results With
Proportional Representation
Fair Vote Canada, a multi-partisan organization working for
electoral reform, projected the following results for this
October’s election had it been run under a form of proportional

• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island mailbox
or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free boxes
located across the Strait of Georgia and from Victoria to
Nanaimo, or if you read online, you can show your
support and appreciation by mailing a voluntary
subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

Exclusive, Elegant, and Wild

December 14, at Poets Cove
Pender Island Residents Appreciation Brunch, 11 - 1
Open House, 1 - 3
Moorings Market Sale, 10 - 3
Our marina and fuel dock are open every day 9 - 5, year round.
Aurora Dining Room and Syrens Lounge open 7 days a week.
www.poetscove.com

888-512-7638

representation:
Conservatives - 38% of the popular vote: 117 seats (not 143)
Liberals - 26% of the popular vote: 81 seats (not 76)
NDP - 18% of the popular vote: 57 seats (not 37)
Bloc - 10% of the popular vote: 28 seats (not 50)
Greens - 7% of the popular vote: 23 seats (not 0)
Ultimately, Fair Vote says, the current system does not
produce governments that reflect the diversity of Canadians, nor
does it accurately reflect the political expression of Canadians.

Federal Citizens’ Assembly
The Green Party believes that it is the will of the citizen which
must determine the course for reforming Canada’s electoral
system. As stated in the Green Party’s platform ‘Vision Green’:
‘we have ideas to improve the system, but we’d rather hear
yours.’
The Green Party’s solutions include the creation of a federal
Citizens’ Assembly to study various electoral systems that would
provide options to Canadian voters. It would also present ballot
questions to voters in the following federal election on whether
Canadians want to change our voting system, and which of the
options prepared by the Citizens’ Assembly they would like to see
adopted and implemented. ✐

SUPER-C
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vessel was in the terminal, even to the point where some
complained that the vibration was causing structural damage to
residences. A ‘carpet of foam’ was reported from Horseshoe Bay
when the vessel was loading and unloading there. And some
erosion underneath a berth (leading to collapse of some of the
concrete infrastructure) at Tsawwassen apparently occurred
after the Coastal Inspiration, on the Duke Point run, had been
docking there for some time.

A Single Large Propeller at Each End
The Super-C’s have a single large propeller and a single large
rudder at each end, unlike all the other BC Ferries that cross the
Strait of Georgia, which have twin screws and twin rudders. It is
an accepted maxim in ship design that the larger the propeller,
the more efficient it will be. To quote the designers: ‘Based on the
maximum draft of 5.75m, a propeller diameter as large as
reasonably possible was selected, which resulted in a 5 metre
propeller diameter.’ (See drawing below.)
So each four-bladed controllable pitch propeller is 16.4ft in
diameter, operating at a constant speed of 130rpm, whether the
ship is docked or moving. The speed and direction of the vessel
is controlled by the direction of rotation of the propellers, and by
the pitch, or angle of the blades.
The pitch varies from positive, when acting as the stern
propeller driving the vessel forward, to negative, when acting as
the forward propeller set, with blades trailing edge first, to
minimize drag. When the vessel is stationary in a berth, the pitch
of the forward propeller is set near zero, but both propellers
continue to rotate at 130rpm.

Propellers Close to Surface

Honourable Pat Carney (centre right) with Heritage Canada
Foundation’s Chris Weibe, Carolyn Quinn and Natalie Bell.
One of the rudders of the Coastal Celebration. The vessel is
berthed, unloaded, and the propellers are stationary. Note
the draft markings.
the propellers are amply covered, not only because of the load,
but also by the bow and stern waves induced by the hull shape.
Test for cavitation were carried out on a scale model at the
Hamburg Ship Model Basin: ‘If the stern wave height and the
dynamic sinkage at the A.P. (aft propeller) were taken into
account, the dynamic immersion of the propeller was large
enough to fully absorb all required power without any hint on air
drawing … During all tests, there was no indication of air
drawing. To check for the influence of air drawing on the station
keeping, additional bollard pull tests were performed. These
tests showed that without stern wave, some slight air drawing
could be noted.’ (A bollard pull
test means that the ship is held
stationary but the propellers are
run at full thrust.)

Drawings indicate that the
lowest point of each propeller is
in fact 5.75m below the loaded
waterline, which means that
Tests at Maximum
the highest point is .75m below
the loaded waterline. But,
Draft
unloaded and in its berth, the
It seems probable that the scale
draft of the ship is about 5.2m
model used assumed maximum
(see photo), and so the tips of
draft (5.75m). However, the
the rotating propellers are a
designers were aware that the
mere 0.2m (8 inches) below the
vessel would spend part of its
water’s surface. And the speed
time unloaded and in a berth:
of the propeller tips is 51.5
‘… the operational profile of
ft/revolution, or 76mph.
Engineering drawing of one end of a Super C-Class. The BCF required a significant
A propeller tip traveling at propeller height and loaded waterline are shown.
amount of time where both
76mph only 8 inches below the
propellers were idling in harbor
water’s surface might very well create disturbance and noise during loading/unloading, resulting in an off-design condition
from cavitation, described by the designers as ‘air drawing’. (As that had to be regarded for the propeller design with respect to
the propeller tip travels at speed just under the water surface, it erosive cavitation. This condition was considered a problem as
will cause waves, possibly breaking waves, which will enable air the propellers were always operated in the constant rpm mode.’
to be drawn down from the surface). This is not, of course, a
SUPER C-CLASS, please turn to page 10
problem when the vessel is fully loaded and at speed, because

Island art exhibition of Canadian masters ~ Barry Mathias
o l lowing last year’s successful exhibition of European still life by Jack Wilkinson of BC; one impressionist piece of a
Modern Art, Pender Island’s Renaissance Studio on Port lady on a couch by Wadie El Mahdy of Ontario; one still life oil
Washington Road, is mounting a remarkable exhibition of by Richard Cicci Mara of Victoria, and an attractive cityscape by
Canadian Masters. Opening on Friday, December 12, the John Walsh.
Collectors will be pleased to see a landscape by the renowned
exhibition will continue into the New Year, and includes 37
original works, mostly in oils. As was the case in the previous Arthur Lismer, of the Group of Seven; a nature painting by the
exhibition, many famous artists, listed below, are displayed in prolific M A Fortin; a winter landscape by the famous
impressionist J W Morrice, and
handmade, museum-quality
Reclining
Nude
by
John
Wentworth
Russell
works by Maxwell Bates, Joan
frames; a few are in their
Jamieson and a fine farm scene
original frames.
by Sonia Cornwall.
Many of the artists in this
Finally, but by no means
exhibition were members of the
least,
Milada Huk, joint owner
Limner Group of Canadian
of
Renaissance,
is exhibiting
painters, and this exciting
two of her portraits in oils.
collection includes four pieces
Milada,
who
is
an
by the famous BC artist Jack
established portrait artist and
Shadbolt, who is best known for
has a PhD in Art and
his semi-abstract and symbolic
Philosophy, and her husband
images of the West Coast; three
Jan Huk, who is a talented
by J W Russell, nick-named
textile artist and experienced art
‘The Group of One’ by the
restorer,
created
the
media, and famous for his
Renaissance Studio fourteen
nudes and landscapes; and one
years ago, after they came to live
by Norval Morrisseau, arguably
on Pender.
the most famous First Nations artist, whose work appears in the
Since the late 60’s, both Jan and Milada have been avid
Queen’s personal collection, and in other important collections collectors, and many of their early purchases were of remarkable,
around the world.
but relatively unknown artists, which accounts for their wellAlso on display are five by Herbert Siebner, often called the priced and varied collection. This unique gallery, well known
Canadian Picasso; two by colorful BC artist Zbigniew Kupcynski; throughout southern BC for the distinction and variety of its
two by Mildred Valley Thornton, the well known Ontario painter exhibitions, has set a high standard.
of First Nations’ subjects and landscapes, and six lithographs by
Last year, more than half of its European Modern Art
Jean Paul Riobelle, the Quebec-born abstract artist whose oils collection was sold within the exhibition’s first three weeks.
sell for millions of dollars in Europe!
There is no doubt that this latest exhibition will provide equally
Other important paintings include two by Ina Meares, the tempting bargains for both the collector, and the first-time
1960’s abstract painter whose work is in the National gallery; one buyer. ✐

F

Senator Carney honoured

The Honourable Pat Carney, retired senator, long-time member
of Parliament, and well-known resident of Saturna, has received
an award from the Heritage Canada Foundation.
Presented on November 20, the foundation’s Govenors’
Award recognizes Ms Carney’s extraordinary contribution to the
recent passing of Bill S-215, An Act to protect heritage
lighthouses. For nearly a decade, Carney has worked tirelessly
making presentations promoting the legislation and advocating
directly with Ministers, MPs and Senators.
In 2006, she reintroduced the Bill, seeing it through to its
passing even after her retirement from the Senate. Ms Carney
continues to work on the effective implementation of the
legislation and is contributing to the creation of a national
lighthouse network.
Prior to this new legislation, dozens of iconic lighthouses,
keepers’ dwellings and ancillary buildings were torn down,
burned, vandalized, or sold and moved off light station property.
The new legislation now gives: increased protection of the
heritage lighthouses under federal stewardship; a clear process
for the identification, maintenance and divestiture of federal
heritage lighthouses; and new mechanisms for public
involvement in the protection of federally owned lighthouses.
The Heritage Canada Foundation is a charitable organization
with a mandate to promote the preservation of Canada’s historic
buildings and places. Visit www.heritagecanada.org. ✐

Build with Linwood
The complete solution for your
primary residence or vacation home.
• True craftsmanship in cedar, post & beam, timber frame or hybrid
• Canada’s largest brand name supplier of custom homes
• Guaranteed pricing & solid warranty package

Call 250-931-8881

www.linwoodhomes.com

Now in the Gulf Islands!

Santa shops at Renaissance

(and saves the ferry fare!)

Renaissance Studio
Jewelry by Milada, Art and Antiques
Open daily 11-5
3302 Port Washington Road, Pender Island

250-629-3070
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Galiano Island Anniversary

Round The Islands

Go
Local - Go Slow
Organizations are springing up
across the Islands promoting local food
production and consumption, engaging in food
security issues, and creating discussion and
events. Groups including Food Link Nanaimo,
Gabriolans for Local Food Choices, Mayne
Island’s 10-Kilometre Community Dinners, the
Galiano Community Food Program, and the
Pender Organic Community Garden.
The slow food movement began long before
this local interest took off. Founded in 1986 in
Italy, the movement’s mandate was to
counteract the spread of fast food and the
frenzy of modern life, and the disappearance of
local food traditions. Today the original Slow
Food organization has more than 85,000
members in 130 countries. The growth of local
groups is adding to the exponentially increasing
numbers of people who are passionately
interested in how we eat. Nowadays
organization members understand that our
choices of food has global consequences.
In November, Slow Food Vancouver Island
and the Gulf Islands presented the Slow Food
Film Festival in Victoria including the premiere
of An Island on the Edge. This film was made
on Vancouver Island and profiles local food
producers, the challenges in giving consumers
access to fresh, local ingredients, and the
importance of that access to our economy,
lifestyle and survival. Produced by Nick
Versteeg of DV Cuisine and written by Don
Genova, the film was also presented by Food
Link Nanaimo as part of their Grow Nanaimo
forum.
Slow Food is also about rediscovering the
pleasures of the table and the social aspects of
food. This holiday season, it might be fun to
celebrate by finding and preparing some local
food; it could be the best gift for yourself, your
family and your friends.

Drop Off Christmas Cheer
at The Port Theatre
Nanaimo Christmas charity drives by the
Loaves & Fishes Community Food Bank and
The Great Nanaimo Toy Drive are being helped
by The Port Theatre’s drop-off location.

Donation boxes for new, unwrapped
toys and non-perishable foods will be in
the theatre lobby until December 18.
Loaves and Fishes Community Food Bank
is presenting ‘Singing for Supper’ with Tom
Jackson on Wednesday, December 10 at 7pm.
Proceeds benefit the food bank, which needs to
raise at least $100,000 for its continuing work
helping 1,100 men, women and children each
week, the food bank says.

No Buyers for Bowen
Recycables
The Vancouver agency that used to purchase
plastics and mixed glass for recycling is no
longer accepting these materials because of a
downturn in their market price. Bowen Island
residents have been advised to stockpile these
recyclables until circumstances change. It is
expected that mixed glass will be accepted at
the recycling centre as soon as the New Year but
the market for plastic may not recover.
It may be time for all of us to consider
purchasing products with less packaging, or
packaging that breaks down more easily than
hard plastic and glass.

Points Toward Affordable
Housing
Applications are now being accepted for the
creation of affordable housing on Bowen
Island. Although housing has yet to be
constructed, the application process will help
determine the needs and type of units required
by community residents. Those on the wait-list
will have first chance at purchasing the nonmarket housing.
To set a priority sequence for applications, a
point system will be applied. One point will be
given for each year of permanent residence on
Bowen Island for adults 19 and older and a halfpoint per year given for each child in the
household. After applications have been
accepted for three months, the point system
will be eliminated and applicants will be
accepted on a first-come-first-served basis.
Applicants must be residents, or full-time
employees working for a local business, or
retirees who lived on Bowen five out of six years
prior to their retirement. Affordable housing is
not available to property owners or anyone who
has owned property previously up to five years
from the date of application. Applications must
include pre-approval for a mortgage from a

PART -TIME COPY EDITOR
Island Tides independent regional newspaper is seeking a responsible, motivated person
with a passion for the news and a passion for the Salish Sea and its inhabitants.
Us: Circulating throughout the Strait of Georgia and 24/7 online, Island Tides provides indepth coverage of local, regional and global topics, serious and lighthearted; together with
high-visibility advertising. But you know that—you know the Salish Sea.

www.islandtides.com

financial institution. Visit the Affordable
Housing Working Group of the Bowen Island
Municipality, www.bihousing.org, for more
information.

You: Must be a resourceful fast worker, able to follow written instructions to the letter. You
are creative and interested in all aspects of newspaper publication. You have a mind that sees
connections and resonances. You are creative and can both plan and improvise your work.
Your substantive editing and re-writing skills are excellent. You are able to spot the ‘hook’ of a
story and then can carve it to its bones. You are also able to interview and research and you check
and re-check your facts. Naturally you can write accurate, concise English and have a passion for
language. Not to mention you’ll have fun doing it.
Your communication and people skills are excellent in print, by telephone, and on email and
the web. You are familiar with Mac computers, Quark XPress, Photoshop and Dreamweaver
and have layout skills and a good eye for visual details.
Send your application to: President, Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N
2M0, or email to: islandtides@islandtides.com.
Do you have a knack for communication? Do you have ink in your veins?
Do you pay attention to details?
Do you have a passionate work ethic?
Do you enjoy the challenge of deadlines? Do you have a nose for the news?

SATURNA ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca
E-mail: information@islandstrust.bc.ca

Doreen and Joe Stanton of Galiano Island will
be celebrating 65 years of marriage on
November 30, they have been retired on
Galiano since 1980 and have spent weekends
at the cabin since the ’60s.

Panning for Eggs On Mayne
On January 17 and 18, The Mayne Island
Conservancy Society (MICS) will be hosting a
workshop, funded by Vancity, with biologist
Pam Thuringer to learn how to conduct Pacific
sand lance spawning inventories. Conservation
leaders from other Southern Gulf Islands are
invited to this 2-day workshop.
Pacific sand lance—needle fish—provide
food for marine birds, juvenile salmon and
marine mammals. These fish play a very
important role because they link plankton, the
foundation of the marine food web, with larger
predators such as salmon and Orca (by feeding
on plankton and being preyed on by salmon).
Sand lance have a very unique spawning
behaviour. The females burrow themselves into
the sand and deposit their eggs on the upper
third region of sandy beaches. When the tide
goes out the adults and spawn survive on the
remnant moisture until high tide covers them
again. Any creature that spends so much of its
time high on the beach is very easily affected by
human use, like winter seaweed collecting.
Without a history of commercial use, there
is little or no information on this important part
of our food web, including specifically where
they spawn and live. We do know that they
prefer sandy beaches and that they have been
documented extensively throughout Puget
Sound. In the past few years, efforts have begun
in BC to map the spawning grounds of this
crucial fish.
VENEZUELA from page 3
Chavez no one except the rich saw a doctor or a
dentist.
Now they are moving on to what is the next
stage, in a sense. The vast majority of the
population have left the villages and the
jungles, and moved to the towns. But the oil
industry only employs 80,000 people, and they
have now got the same problem we had in
1980. The oil reserves and the wealth which
that generates has raised the exchange rate, so
that it squeezes out all the other forms of
employment that could come, and in a sense
when you actually look at their economy, they
are one of the few governments in the world
that desperately needs to spend more money in
order to bring down the exchange rate. Most
other countries have the problem that if they
spend too much, the exchange rate goes down
and the international speculators flee.
They want to re-balance the economy, so
that with a better exchange rate they can make
other industries viable, and other forms of
employment viable. In a sense, what Chavez
has done is really combine the sort of work of
Britain’s 1906 Liberal government with the
1945 Labour government. It’s a huge package
of social reform. It looks pretty revolutionary if
you are one of the peasants who have been
driven off the land and is living in squalor in the
barrio.
Tucker: There is even a shade of
Roosevelt’s New Deal or the ‘Great Society’ in
the USA, but the question I want to ask is this.
On the one hand there is economic reforms
which echo some of the social progress we have
made in Britain, in Western Europe, or even to
some extent in the United States. On the other
hand, there is a political dimension to this
process; if you like, an attempt to transfer
political power from the old hierarchy and the
ruling class, with the development of
communal councils and so on. And it strikes me
that if you look at the political aspect combined

Sand lance are winter spawners so this is the
time to map their spawning beaches so that
habitat is not inadvertently destroyed. MICS is
organizing billeting for off-islanders. For more
information call Leanna Boyer at 250-5395937.

Conservancy Receives
Grant
The Galiano Conservancy Association has
received an $8,500 grant for its Conserving
Biodiversity Project that aims to involve local
community in restoring degraded land. The
restoration project addresses poor soil
conditions and the invasion of foreign plant
species. Galiano Conservancy is one of 65
recipients of grants this year.
‘This project wouldn’t have been possible
without the Wal-Mart Evergreen Green Grants
funding, which is vital to community groups
like ours,’ said Reiner Krueger, of the Galiano
Conservancy Association. ‘The grant will help
increase the biodiversity of our local
environment and allows us to show the
community that making a difference to help the
environment doesn’t have to be a massive
undertaking.’
Wal-Mart Evergreen Green Grants, the
largest program of its kind nationwide,
provides funding to groups introducing or
enhancing local community green space.
In 2007, Wal-Mart Canada made a fiveyear, $2.5-million commitment to the
program, which is led by Canadian NGO
Evergreen. With Wal-Mart stores in
communities nationwide, each group receiving
a Green Grant is matched with its closest store
to enhance Wal-Mart’s efforts to help projects
succeed.
Since 2005, Wal-Mart Canada and NGO
Evergreen have provided more than $1.5
million in Green Grants to over 200 projects
across Canada. ✐

with the economic aspect, what is occurring in
Venezuela could perhaps be accurately
described as a revolutionary process. Would
you share that view?
Livingstone: It is a complete
transformation. I mean, because it is
happening in such a short space of time, it’s
much more dramatic than, say, the 20th
Century was for Britain. And in the sense that
the American-backed coup in 2002 was an
attempt to overthrow it, it really is much more
potentially violent because America has sent
killers down there to bump off Chavez, because
the local generals were a bit nervous about
doing it. It came down to the fact that Chavez
refused to sign the paper saying, ‘I resign.’
What was interesting about Chavez is that
he didn’t then go after everybody involved in
the coup. The generals retired, they didn’t go to
prison. The TV Company that had urged people
to overthrow the government carried on until
its license expired. As you can imagine, if the
BBC or ITV were urging people to overthrow
the government here, they would all be inside
for a very long time. So he took a very lenient
view. And I know Amnesty International was
critical, but a lot of the soldiers who had gunned
down peasants should have been prosecuted.
But he took the view of binding up the society
rather than having a vast purge.
So it is certainly a very exciting time and
there could be terrible violence if America tried
again to overthrow the government, but I think
that the problems they have in the Middle East
means that America is a bit overstretched at the
moment.
Tucker: One thing I found very interesting
about Chavez’s rise to power is that it didn’t
happen in the traditional revolutionary way.
Chavez did not come in as a representative of
one of the remnants of the 20th Century
communist parties or Trotskyist parties or
VENEZUELA, please turn to next page

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION
APPOINTMENTS
The Saturna Island Local Trust Committee is requesting expressions of interest for up to seven (7)
positions on the Advisory Planning Commission. The term would be effective January, 2009 to
January, 2010. As required by the Local Government Act, appointees must be electors of the Saturna
Island Local Trust Area and two-thirds (2/3) of the APC must be residents of the Saturna Island Local
Trust Area.
Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience for the positions, by 4:30 pm,
Friday, January 9, 2009 to:
Saturna Island Local Trust Committee
c/o Kathy Jones Islands Trust
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC V8R 1H8
Fax: 250-405-5155 or
Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
h is morning the thermometer reads 2ºC. This is the
coldest so far this fall. Still there are flowers blooming and
leaf buds are swelling and the pony is grazing on grass that
is slowly growing.
And what are the cumulative effects of climate change on
minute and large lifecycles? This year we may find out, unless
January and February set the thermometer dropping: with the
barred owls hooting on glinty star-bright nights and the hopping
juncos scratching up edible bits from the frozen ground.

T

Christmas Bird Count
The annual Saturna Bird Count is part of a cooperative
continental effort to track changes in bird populations eversince
the early 1900s. Birds are such a part of our lives and changes in
their populations, besides representing the robustness or decline
of various bird species, are indicators with implications for
human beings.
The bird count will take place Sunday, December 14. Steve
Dunsmuir has planned it and is coordinating various areas to
yield the most comprehensive coverage of the Island.
If you are interested in counting birds and bird species,
learning about birds, leading a group, being part of a group or
sending in an activity report from your feeder for December 14,
contact Steve as soon as possible.
Beginners are more than welcome and Steve will find you a
guide who can help you jump right in and learn a lot about birds
and have fun while tramping about and peering!

Santa Saturnina Symposium
Richard Blagbourn is organizing this event, partly funded by a
BC150 grant. He describes it as ‘totally non-essential, nonutilitarian—for fun and enjoyment.’ The day-long Santa
Saturnina Symposium on December 13 at the Rec Centre, has a
list of five distinguished guest speakers—history specialists and
marine artists—who will join locals for an entertaining look at
Saturna’s history. ‘Come and find out why you call yourself a
Saturnite’ is the lead line of the local invitation. Contact Richard
at 250-539-3217 for more details.
Since Richard is knee-deep in participating in the new
ambulance building plans, the East Point Fog Horn building
LETTERS from page 5
not by scientific rigour but by their desire to seduce the gullible
public into supporting their political cause of hamstringing the
forest industry. My good friend on Saturna, Jim Campbell, has
coined the term, Bioquacks, to refer to these folks.
There are too many things wrong with our forest industry to
even begin to list in a newspaper, but cutting down old forests is
not one of them. Granted, there are areas where greed has
motivated us to cut too much, too fast but there are also areas
where we have been negligent in not converting decadent old
growth into productive new forest. If Knowler must have an ‘axe
to grind’ with the industry, try going after the multi-national
companies that have been liquidating juvenile forests because
it’s cheap, quick, easy and requires the least amount of human
input.
Another small but not insignificant point: when old growth
forests are harvested, their carbon is not released into the
atmosphere immediately, as the SFU report suggests. It is, for
the most part, stored in the lumber and other products that are
made from the trees. Even toilet paper has some capacity for
carbon storage as do houses, furniture, musical instruments and
so on.
Ian Middleditch, Saturna Island

Wholly Smoke
Dear Editor:
On several occasions this autumn, we have stood on Denman
Island and viewed over sixteen fires burning at once on the east
side of Vancouver Island. Smoke was not dissipating upward as
intended but spread along the coast of the big island, over
Baynes Sound and across Denman. At the same time we
encountered several people, including children, complaining of
headaches and being unable to go outside due to the presence of
smoke.
How does one understand an entire countryside wholly and
intentionally filled with smoke for hours and sometimes days on
end when in BC since March 31, 2008, smoke-free legislation
forbids smoking in all indoor public and work places? We are not
allowed to smoke in taxis, schools, court houses or restaurants
but we can fill millions of cubic meters of air around our homes
in the countryside with thick acrid smoke through the
intentional burning of wood wastes. Are not the health hazards
associated with breathing tobacco smoke indoors in any way
related to breathing smoke from burning wood waste outdoors?
Wood smoke contains many organic compounds known to
cause cancer (such as benzopyrenes, dibenzanthracenes, and
dibenzocarbazoles), and other toxic compounds (such as
aldehydes, phenols and cresols). The BC Lung Association and
the Ministry of the Environment has identified the fine
particulates from open burning of forest waste as the # 1 air
pollutant in British Columbia (greater than vehicle exhaust and
manufacturing emissions).
The BC Government and the forest industry are well aware of
the problems caused by smoke. Steps have been taken to control

restoration, and the Saturna Ecological Education Centre building
plans, you know there has to be much passion and delight
motivating him to put his oar into one more community activity!

Saturna’s Christmas Gift
Christmas on Saturna is well celebrated. Islanders’ hands and
energies are woven together throughout the community in
expressions of delight, companionship and sharing.
Late in November, many people organize the Christmas Craft
Faire held at the Rec Centre.
Kids and teachers are already hard at work on their
Christmas concert, ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas’. All of our
kids, 15 in total, will be acting, singing and dancing. The first
concert will be at the hall on December 15 and a second one at
the Rec Centre on December 17. The parents will, of course,
provide coffee and tea and seasonal treats for the eager moms,
dads, siblings relations and friends.
The Lions Santa Ship from Bellingham, Washington, comes
in on the second Saturday of December and our kids and,
frequently, visiting grandchildren welcome the ship, clowns and
They all walk up the road from the wharf to the community hall
where the kids-and-parents’ decorated Christmas tree is alight in
the corner. Santa and his helpers give gifts and there’s cookies
and hot cocoa for all.
On December 16 an ad hoc group puts on the annual
Candlelight Dinner at the hall with singing, stories and a lovely
Christmas Dinner. Next the Rec Centre is holding a pot luck
open house on December 20. On Christmas Eve, Saint
Christopher’s Church always has a service and often a group of
people go caroling.
This is how we end our year, creating and working together to
our common delight. Many hands of all sizes, ages and
capabilities are needed. Chairs are hauled out to set-up in
concentric semicircles or pulled up to tables, dishes are washed,
plates of lovely food set out, bathrooms cleaned—‘I’ll do thiscould you do that?’ It’s the best gift; us working together,
passionately, grumblingly, but mainly together—sometimes at
odds but we do know each other and at bottom we care about
one another. ✐

when burning is allowed through the use of a Ventilation Index.
Weather conditions must be such that smoke will dissipate
quickly and not spread over wide areas. In addition to these
measures, the Feric Division of FPInnovations has been asked by
the British Columbia Ministry of Forests and Range and by
forest companies to investigate best burning practices that will
reduce the amount of smoke. They are looking into moisture
content and smoke production and experimenting with burning
covered (hence drier) piles and uncovered piles of forest ‘waste’.
The ‘smoke control regulations’ from the BC Ministry of the
Environment clearly states that fires cannot be started unless the
ventilation index on the day of the burn is ‘good’ and that the
ventilation index prediction for the following day is either ‘good’
or ‘fair’.
In spite of these measures, our communities continue to be
overburdened with excessive smoke in the air from the burning
of wood wastes. Weather is unpredictable and can change the
Venting Index in the midst of a burn. This is especially true when
fires continue through the night even though the
recommendation included with the Venting Index information
states that fires should generally be extinguished at sunset.
Violators of the open burning regulations can be reported at 1877-952-7277.
Perhaps the question we ought to be asking is why are wood
wastes being burned. What are the reasons? Forest fire hazard?
Beautification of a clear cut? Is there a value to the natural
environment to let these remains rot and go back into the soil
over time and thereby eliminate the smoke in the air which is
doing significant harm to those exposed to it?
Questions and concerns could be addressed to Barry Penner,
the Minister of the Environment at PO Box 9047, Stn Prov Govt,
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 or email to env.minister@gov.bc.ca.
Herb Jones and Peter Thomsen, Denman Island

Portable generators
• Sales, parts, service

Coastal Power Service
(250) 383-2536 www.coastalpower.ca

except those emergency personnel with the key to the post. The
many others who need to use the dock are protesting.
VENEZUELA from page 8
Maoist or social democratic parties. It was something
completely different.
Livingstone: And in the beginning when he had just been
elected, he came to London to take part in one of Tony Blair’s
‘Third Way’ debates. He arrived—here’s a soldier who tries a
coup when he realizes that society is going nowhere. It fails, but
the speech he makes is a bit like Nelson Mandela’s, it
reverberates. He gets elected and he is desperately looking ... he
is not anti-American, I mean the ideals of America he finds very
attractive, and he is a practicing Catholic.
He is not some Marxist trained guerrilla who has planned
and plotted. He has moved leftwards empirically, because he has
seen what doesn’t work. I see him as a sort of socialist. He is
definitely not a Marxist revolutionary, but in the context of Latin
America, Venezuela stands out like a great beacon.
In the same way that the old orthodoxies collapsed in
Venezuela, they are collapsing over most of Latin America. It is
only in Colombia, where Uribe is propped up by vast American
wealth and also American fire-power, that that old order is still
hanging on. You’ve got trade unionists being hounded by death
squads and so on.
And what Chavez has done, he’s spent $8 billion buying
Argentinean bonds to make sure that Argentina’s government
doesn’t collapse. Having had such progress by all sorts of left of
centre governments, there is always the danger now as the world
economy goes bad, that the backlash will bring back the right in
some new form. So he is doing a lot with his money to try and
prevent that happening.
This article was first published on September 10 in ‘21st
Century Socialism’ an online magazine, see it and other
interesting articles at http://21stcenturysocialism.com. ✐

Renewable Energy
Dear Editor:
Wind, solar, tidal and other renewable resources may be ‘green’
but they share a weakness in common—the wind does not
always blow, the sun does not always shine, and there are ‘slack
tides’. As a consequence the power from these individual sources
cannot be sold as ‘firm power’, and suffers a severe price discount
when sold as ‘non-firm’ or ‘intermittent power’.
Backed up with our huge hydro electric storage and extensive
transmission grid, we are in the enviable position of being able,
here on the coast, to utilize tidal, wind, and solar in combinations
that will ‘firm up’ the otherwise ‘ intermittent power’ of each of
these resources. And if the price for hydro electric storage is not
attractive, we can consider producing hydrogen with our ‘peak’
renewables and generate back-up power with the hydrogen on
demand.
With tidal as the centre piece and our grid as back-up or
hydrogen as back-up, we are able to predict the precise amounts
LETTERS, please turn to page 11

Mixing fresh
concrete at
your site

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

If the power goes out, will you be ready?
• Residential, Industrial
• Automatic Standby &

Miners Bay wharf on Mayne Island has been sealed off to vehicle,

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Your Island’s Concrete Solution
With Onsite Concrete there is no waste and
less impact on the environment.
Slinger services also available.

30

YEARS EXPERIENCE

OnsiteConcrete.ca
1-877-MIX-HERE (649-4373)
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Biodiversity planning
available to BC farmers
and ranchers
The Canada-BC Agricultural Policy Framework Environmental
Farm Plan (EFP) Working Group is introducing a new
biodiversity planning process available to BC farmers and
ranchers.
To kick-start the program, 32 planning advisors from around
the province recently completed a one-day biodiversity training
course, given in Prince George, Kelowna and Abbotsford. The
training session follows the publication of Planning for
Biodiversity: A Guide for B.C. Farmers and Ranchers.
‘This program is a first attempt in North America to provide
an on-farm assessment and planning tool for biodiversity,’ said
David Trotter, agro-forestry specialist with the Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands. ‘It differs from the other EFP documents
in that it is not a risk assessment but rather an assessment of
opportunities that producers might want to consider.’
In order to test the guide, NGO Ducks Unlimited Canada
(DUC) has recently made funding available to cover the costs of
completing 60 on-farm plans. ‘Biodiversity planning has
benefits for the producer, the landscape and all British
Columbians and we want to be part of that process,’ explains
King Campbell with DUC. ‘This funding is in addition to Ducks
Unlimited Canada’s contribution of $525,000 to the
Environmental Farm Plan Program since 2005. The money has
been leveraged to help fund more than $5 million in
environmental farm projects in BC.’
‘Biodiversity is one of the four Agriculture Policy Framework
pillars but it has had the least amount of attention to date,’ said
Linda Allison, chair of the EFP Working Group. ‘We hope that
producers will take advantage of the opportunity to explore
management options for their farms and ranches.’
Producers interested in completing a biodiversity plan can
contact Angela McKee at the BCAC office in Abbotsford at 1800-522-3447 or angela@bcac.bc.ca. ✐

Coast C ottages
Authorized Representative For

The Wilderness Cabin Company
B.C’s Premier Western Red Cedar
Home & Cabin Packages

(Adams Model as shown - $61,450)

All Inclusive Lock-Up Packages
WWW.WILDERNESSCABIN.COM

Coast
C ottages
(604) 886-0917
coast4cottages@dccnet.com

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME!

December: Good Life Gardening ~ Brian Crumblehulme
After October winds and November rains, December is often one
of the finest of the winter months; mild, dry, sunny, perfect for
clean-up work with a small crackling fire and a chorus of frogs.
It’s also fun to poke about in the garden looking for flowers:
hardy late blooming geraniums, fuchsias and primroses are still
going strong while the aconites, witch hazel and jasmines shine
like lights in the pale sun.
Last year my snowdrops started blooming around Christmas
and this year may be the same because as I write they are already
pushing through their maple leaf mulch. If you have an
established bed of lilacs, you might want to select a few mature
roots with strong shoots, pot them up and move them into a cool
greenhouse or protected porch so they will produce early
fragrant blooms in January or February. Do not try this with
twelve foot giants; smaller side shoots three or four feet high with
a few large terminal buds will produce larger blossoms than
older plants. On a smaller scale, dicentra (bleeding heart) will
respond to a little warmth also; and, as I mentioned before, you
can treat yourself to early rhubarb and asparagus by mulching
with lots of fresh horse manure or simply by digging up a couple
of roots and warming them in a shed or garage for a few weeks.
Besides the ubiquitous poinsettias this season, you might
come across some very attractive dwarf chrysanthemums in
pots. These are all hardy perennials that will bloom well in the
flower garden or at the back of the vegetable patch. After they
have finished flowering on your windowsill, cut them down to
about two inches and place them in a cool sunny location where
SUPER C-CLASS from page 7
BC Ferries have stated that when the ship is fully loaded, the
disturbance resulting from the rotating propellers is reduced. A
couple of weeks ago, to enable this theory to be tested, eighteen
fully loaded gravel trucks were driven onto the deck of one of the
ferries while it was tied up. BCF have not yet announced the
result of this experiment.

Operating the Super-C’s
There seems no doubt that ‘driving’ a Super-C is different from
any other BC Ferry. To reduce wake, the hull shape has a wide,
flat bottom, different from the V-shaped bottom of the original
C-class vessels. There is no skeg (keel), leading to a different
approach to steering. From the designers’ report: ‘Course
keeping ability is a problem for this type of ship due to the
unfavorable main dimensions (with respect to maneuvering)
combined with the double-end ferry restrictions. There are only
a few ways to influence the hull yawing moment due to the fact
that both the fore and aft body are the same. Furthermore, the
bow rudder is problematic because it decreases course stability
drastically even if fixed at the neutral rudder angle.’
In fact, concern with this was so great that BCF required the
designers to guarantee that the new vessels could be safely
steered through Active Pass in adverse tide and weather
conditions. (A number of years ago, the C-Class Queen of
Alberni ran aground in Active Pass, resulting in damage to
ECOPAD from page 6
hoped the first resident will begin an off-the-grid lifestyle
sometime next spring.
We intend to produce plans for the EcoPad and the proceeds
from the sale of the plans will be donated to the Galiano
Community Land and Housing Trust. Any individual can build
an EcoPad or recruit friends or hire people to help them build it.
An exciting idea is to build them at recycling centers. The
community can then see what is needed and people will start
bringing their extra lumber and building materials as donations
to the project.
Cost - the cost would depend on what percentage of the
materials were recycled or donated and how much labor was
volunteered as well as the amount of sweat equity the owner was
willing to provide. An EcoPad can cost as little as $10,000. The
estimated cost of the first EcoPad is $20,000 because the use of
all new materials (except for the trailer frame) and some paid
labour.
Heating and cooking - the heating will be provided by
passive solar when the sun is shining and at other times, wood
which is so readily available in this part of the world. Because the
EcoPad is so well-insulated it will be easily heated by a very small
wood heater which can also be used for cooking. The back-up
cooker will be a 2-burner inset propane range-top. A propane
light is also being considered for the winter when there is less
sunlight to charge batteries—propane lights can also effectively
function as heaters for a well-insulated shelter of this size.
‘Granny cooler’ - For about 1/2 of the year, an insulated
cooler could be used. Cool air at night is allowed into the cooler
and the vents are closed during the day to keep the food cool.

they will send up lots of new shoots. These can be divided or
simply planted out, as is, anytime the weather is mild and then
they may be allowed to naturalise. Most chrysanthemums will
grow to about three feet and make excellent cut flowers next
year. The ones you buy in pots have been treated with growth
inhibitors to make them dwarf but once free and in your garden
they will resume their regular habit.
At this time of year I make a habit of providing a manure
mulch to all my fruit trees and some ornamentals to keep the
roots protected and well supplied with nutrients in preparation
for an early start in spring. In the event of cold weather, a deep
litter mulch will also protect figs, bays trees, roses and the like
from possible frost damage. On the coast, more plants are lost
not to frost but to excessive damp and even drowning if the water
table is too high. Years ago at my herb farm I lost twelve hundred
rosemary bushes in a few short weeks one winter because they
were planted in a low lying area that was far from wet but still too
damp. If in doubt, dig a trench around sensitive trees and bushes
to allow water to drain away.
Kiwi and grape vines need to be pruned back at this time if
you want them to fruit next year. These vines will grow
exuberantly into a jungle if left on their own and will not produce
a good quality fruit. Select and support the leading shoots from
each vine and cut all the laterals back to only two buds each as it
is from these that next year’s flowers and fruit will come.
DECEMBER GARDENING, please turn to next page

trucks and cars and the death of one racehorse.)
The designers met this challenge by setting up a model of
Active Pass on a Danish nautical training simulator. The ship’s
characteristics used were drawn from the extensive
mathematical models which, together with tank testing, had
been developed during the design process.

Greater Weight = Heavier Fuel
Consumption
The Super-C’s are some 70% heavier than the original C-Class
vessels. They have more decks and are more heavily built;
possibly the structural need to absorb the energy emanating
from two very large propellers constantly rotating and located at
the very ends of the vessel may be a factor. But this weight,
together with the need for new ‘driving’ techniques, may well be
a major influence in higher fuel consumption.
BC Ferries President David Hahn has suggested that the fuel
economy of the new ferries may well improve as crews become
more experienced at operating them. This remark seems to have
met with some scepticism among the crews, but time will tell.
But the fact remains that the new vessels are bigger and heavier,
but do the same job as the older ones, albeit with more
amenities.
And whether fundamental design decisions—hull shape and
propellers—were sound, remains to be seen. ✐

This is an example of a low tech solution that still works.
Water - The building will collect an average of 5 gallons of
water a day.
Recirculating shower - To save water, we are designing a
recirculating shower which might use as little as 2 quarts of
water.
The benefits of this concept include less waste to pollute the
environment, lower rate of depletion of ground water supplies,
in that the shelter can collect its own water at an average rate of
5 gallons per day, less consumption of electricity due to alternate
forms of energy use and high levels of insulation, less wasteful
use of space and materials, incorporation of the latest
innovations in technology, incorporation of proven low-tech
solutions for a low impact lifestyle and, most crucially, lower
costs for construction, mortgage and maintenance.
The EcoPad concept has the potential to improve living
standard for citizens by making their income go farther,
removing the burden of land ownership and providing green
accommodation in healthy, rural settings. The EcoPad also
allows temporary use of density allowances. This single concept
is part of the solution instead of part of the problem.
This is only one step toward the development of low cost
temporary housing. The community also needs housing for
families and housing for seniors but it’s hoped that the research
that comes out of this project would influence the development
and design of more permanent solutions for affordable housing
on Galiano Island.
For more information: www.galianosolarproject.com (also a
work in progress) or call Tom Hennessy at 250-539-2960. ✐

I’LL LIGHT SOME CANDLES.

NOT MY GOOD LAVENDER
SCENTED ONES.

Being prepared would help immensely if the power goes out. Make a plan and test it. Involve your entire family so everyone knows what to do. Your plan should include an easily accessible
emergency kit. For more information on being prepared, including putting together an emergency kit, go to bchydro.com/outages. IN A POWER OUTAGE, KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.
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GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $575*
Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s rental.
* Rates subject to change.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
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Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
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250-629-3660
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Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term: Quiet
area, cozy SW facing 1 bedroom
home.
Stove,
fridge/freezer,
washer/dryer—$700.
Very special South Pender home.
Ocean front with spectacular views. 3
bedrooms, paved parking, garage and
hot tub—$1800.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
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available
www.nickelbros.com

Hot Tubs
Sales & Service

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Infra-red Saunas

gulfislandspas.com

250-538-8244
100 Twinflower Way, Salt Spring

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Serving All The Gulf Islands
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Insured • Licensed
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CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
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www.islandmarine.ca

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

LETTERS from page 9
of tidal flow energy, and produce electricity at close to
100% of our tidal capacity, either storing the ‘peak’
energy by offsetting generation at our large dams or
by producing hydrogen and storing it close to the
tidal sources—preferably both! Solar, wind and any
other local renewable resource can be added to the
local tidal/hydrogen stack and firmed-up in the
‘valley’ by generating energy with the stored
hydrogen and /or relying upon the grid to
release some of the energy previously stored.
This is a departure from ‘central station’
generation and not ‘in situ’ distributed generation
as such. But, it has the added benefit of minimizing
long distance transmission demands. Transmission
resources can be better used to re-distribute ‘Power
Smart’ conservation savings throughout the
province.
Firm power is valued substantially higher than
‘intermittent’ or so called ‘secondary’ power (by a
factor of at least 2 times). But, if generated in a system
stack described above, we could produce 100%
firepower from our renewables by relying upon our
ability to store surplus energy and use it to supply the

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

1-866-606-2237

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

DECEMBER GARDENING from previous page
December is also the best time to move and prune
soft fruit bushes and canes. Both raspberries and
strawberries are relatively shallow-rooted plants that
benefit from a lot of compost to retain moisture
through the dry season. Dig a trench about a meter
wide by half-a-meter deep and half fill this with
compost and manure. Dress with a sprinkle of bone
meal and lime, and plant two rows of canes or four
rows of strawberry crowns firmly packed with quality
top soil until almost level with the ground. Then add
a second layer of manure, lime and bone meal to act
as a nutrient mulch and to discourage weeds.
This too is the best time to plan for next year
which is why the seed and plant catalogues arrive
now along with their voluptuous colour renditions of
ideal flowers and vegetables. Plan to plant only what
you can manage each year as it is so easy to become
overwhelmed by the amount of work required,
especially if this is a new garden.
Always try to locate local or at least regional
suppliers who have stock that is proven for this area.
A mild coastal climate is not the same as a hot prairie
one or a dry California one. Also, be wary of new
varieties especially with vegetables; the traditional
genetically stable ones will often provide a higher

ALLIANCE DRILLING

MOVED
HOMES

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at Fulford
Elementary School, Salt Spring Island
on Wednesday, January
14
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
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treatment systems
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since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells
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Al Klyne
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alanklyne@telus.net
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yield with a lot less fuss and attention.
Finally, when you are rummaging through the
stored winter vegetables, give a thought to stored
flower tubers also. Gladioli, dahlias and lilies that
may be dried and stored in the garage will rot like bad
apples if there is even a small blemish, and the mice
just love them.

Spiced Wines & A Sweetmeat
The Greeks and Romans would often dress up a
mediocre wine with herbs and spices for special
occasions; indeed the latter were fond of infusing
drinks with their favourite flowers such as roses,
violets or lavender. A variation on the hot mulled
wine we associate with Christmas was a medieval
restorative potion for the infirm; if it does not put you
to sleep it will make you feel better. As a medicine it
was named after Hippocrates and called hippocras or
ypocras depending on how you pronounce it. Along
with Christmas, it was re-invented, together with hot
mulled ale, by the Victorians as a panacea for winter
Hippocras–Prep time 15 minutes, Drinking time
5 minutes: take 1 cup water, sugar to taste, cloves,
cinnamon, and ginger. Place all the above in a
saucepan, boil then simmer for 10 minutes.

‘valleys’ as required. If BC Hydro cannot price the
back-up service fairly, then the hydrogen back-up
becomes the default resource.
Compare this kind of thinking with the fascination
current ‘experts’ have about wasting natural gas to
generate electricity at 50% efficiency!
Instead of wind or solar ‘farms’ we need to create
‘firm energy farms’.
John Hague, Gabriola Island

Human Need & Environmental
Protection Not Mutually Exclusive
Dear Editor:
It was simultaneously refreshing and disheartening
to read the three letters in an October edition from
David Gaylor, Nicole Mouner and Kerri Lautamus.
They all raise essential, unavoidable questions about
the nature and the quality of human habitation
within the Islands Trust and the need to have these
discussions within a political context.
The divisive and feeble mantra of ‘place over
people’ is not just a conversation stopper for
reasonable, socially aware people. It is also a slap in
the face to all of us who accept that the best, and likely
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Meanwhile gently warm a bottle of chateau screw-top
until hot but not simmering or you will loose all the
alcohol. Strain the spice mix into the wine, add lemon
if you will, adjust for sweetness, and share liberally.

Roman Flower Wine–This makes more sense
in summer than winter but for the resourceful: take a
bunch of fresh fragrant flowers, or dried lavender,
place in a jug, cover with a light white wine, and steep
for a day in a cool place. Strain off the flowers before
they decay, and serve with a scattering of fresh petals.

Roman Saturnalia Dates–Use as an appetizer
for an orgy by hand-feeding your favourite partner
while lying on a couch after first finishing two glasses
of lavender wine. Prep time 20 minutes, Cooking
time 4 minutes: one box of the best Medjul dates,
equally many whole blanched almonds, honey, black
pepper, and cinnamon.
Carefully remove the stones and replace with
whole blanched almonds. Re-close each date and
keep cool until needed. Warm some honey in a skillet,
add the dates and fry gently until quite hot. Sprinkle
with cinnamon and black pepper, roll again to coat
the fruit and pour onto a serving platter. Serve hot. ✐

the only, means there is to guarantee the continued
well being of these beautiful necklace of Gulf Islands
is to insure that both our environment and all of those
who live within it (who quite naturally are the day-today stewards of the land, water and air) are afforded
the basic necessities of life. Human need and
environmental protection are not mutually exclusive.
Housing, jobs, food security; these fundamental
concerns need to be at the forefront of all
Islands Trust deliberations, on the same stage, at the
same level, as the environment.
Some would deny this inherent synchronicity—
why is beyond me. Surely all most curious Gulf
Islanders need to do is look around at the soaring
population of seniors on most of these Islands; count
the young families driven away by an unforgiving
increase in the cost of survival; and, in the case of
some islands, watch the numbers of children
dwindle. Healthy communities need a diversity of
age, income, energy.
If we don’t expect more from our governance
process, we will surely fail in our human and
environmental stewardship.
Bill Engleson, Denman Island ✐

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Scott
Christopher
Kondi
and
Colleen Dawn Harvey of
Mayne Island, BC intend to
make application to Integrated
Land Management Bureau
(ILMB), Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands, Coast Region ofﬁce
for a Speciﬁc PermissionPrivate Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity of Navy
Channel, Mayne Island.
The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1413969.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until December 28, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website:
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for
more information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional ofﬁce.
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Silent Fall ~ Chris Genovali
h e silence along the river was almost
deafening. No birds, bears or wolves
appeared along the banks. The reason
soon became obvious: not a single salmon was
to be seen in the glacial-fed water. Not a single
salmon carcass lay on the ground, not in the
estuary or the forest. There was no sign of
predation and no sign of decomposition.
The usual sounds of fall in this British
Columbia coastal rainforest valley were
agonizingly muted. The thrashing of salmon
swimming upstream, the splashing of grizzlies
pouncing on fish in the shallows, the cacophony
of multiple bird species scavenging the bears’
leftovers—all were virtually nonexistent. And
not a whiff of the fetid odor of dead and
decaying salmon I have come to associate with
this time of year was evident. The unnatural
quiet sent a chill up my spine.
Having spent the latter half of September on
Raincoast Conservation’s research vessel
Achiever visiting salmon-producing systems on
a daily basis throughout the central coast, it is
abundantly clear that the new protected areas
in the Great Bear Rainforest aren’t going to
protect much if they are devoid of salmon. As
an editorial in a local newspaper stated
recently: unless management of the fishery
improves, none of us will be eating salmon for a
very long time to come—and that includes our
unique coastal wolves, iconic grizzly bears and
majestic killer whales. ‘Salmon is like the
wildebeest,’ explains the University of Victoria’s
Dr Tom Reimchen, ‘So many species depend on
their movement.’
It’s not only the Great Bear Rainforest,
something is amiss with salmon runs in
numerous coastal watersheds, as evidenced by
disturbingly low pink and chum returns the last
two years. These runs of pink and chum are
vital to wildlife.
Depending on whose perspective you seek
out, it is either attributable to poor ocean
survival as a result of climate change, overexploitation by both commercial fishing fleets
and the sports-fishing industry, sea-lice
infestations from fish farms, degradation of
habitat from industrial forestry, or some

T

combination thereof.
The provincial government appears to have
scant interest in protecting wild salmon, as they
allow their preferred constituents in the
aquaculture, forest and energy industries to
engage in actions that directly endanger the
species or degrade their marine and freshwater
habitats. The federal government isn’t much
farther ahead, with fishing policies that support
over-exploitation, ignore species diversity and
promote fish farming. When future conditions
associated with climate change—such as an
increasingly harsh ocean environment—are
added to these stresses, it’s no wonder wild
salmon face gloomy prospects of recovery in
many areas of the province.
BC’s wild salmon deserve better given the
ecological, economic, cultural and spiritual
underpinning they have provided this province.
In the hundred years that we have been
‘managing’ the Oncorhynchus genus, we have
presided over the collapse of historic runs of
sockeye, coho, chinook, chum and even pink
salmon. The consequences impact cultures,
communities, wildlife and coastal ecosystems
that have evolved to depend on the food and
nutrients salmon provide.
There could be a glimmer of hope in the
federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans’
Wild Salmon Policy (WPS). In fact, the WSP
might be the best chance to address salmon
recovery that has come along in the history of
DFO. DFO’s document outlining the WSP
states that ‘conservation of wild salmon and
their habitat is the highest priority for resource
management decision-making.’ It goes on to
explain that ‘this policy goal will be advanced by
safeguarding the genetic diversity of wild
salmon populations, maintaining habitat and
ecosystem integrity, and managing fisheries for
sustainable benefits.’
This commitment—that conservation must
be the highest priority—represents a significant
shift and may well be the only reprieve these
fish have at persisting in the face of significant
global and local challenges. The problem is that
none of the potential benefits of the WSP will be
realized until there is adequate funding for
implementation. Conservation organizations

CHRIS GENOVALI LOOKING FOR MISSING SALMON
have identified that DFO would need a
minimum of $3 million annually to provide the
staff and capacity to lead the WSP’s
implementation.
Incidentally, $3 million is a drop in the
bucket within the context of the current $240
billion federal budget. For example, the 2008
budget provides an additional $669 million
over two years for ‘ensuring a cleaner, healthier
environment,’ yet just a paltry $2 million is
designated for ‘promoting conservation.’
For some additional perspective, the cost of
renovating and rebuilding the historic
Parliament Hill buildings in Ottawa has
climbed to $1 billion dollars. The Parliamentary
Buildings Advisory Council states that ‘We
cannot afford to let this central symbol of
Canadian nationhood slip away. It is our duty to
our ancestors, our children, and ourselves to
take substantial measures to restore this special
domain with its magnificent architectural
heritage. We must act boldly, to restore its
historic and functional integrity. If we fail,
Canadians will wonder what value we have
assigned to one of our critical sources of
collective identity.’
The council could just as well be speaking
about coastal B.C. as their language is entirely
applicable to the predicament the province’s
wild salmon currently face. Compared to the
aforementioned $1 billion renovation,
committing $3 million a year to provide some
modest resources toward not letting ‘this
central symbol of Canadian nationhood,’ as
embodied by our wild salmon, ‘slip away’ would
be a very prudent investment.
While this level of funding would be a
positive first step, it will not pay for gathering
the information that is needed to properly
manage salmon. For this, the industries that
operate on our public land and waters, or
impact this critical public resource, should
cover the cost of monitoring and assessments
which are increasingly being undertaken by
NGOs and local stewardship groups.
In December, the Canadian Journal of
Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences published the
Raincoast Conservation Foundation’s findings
on the status and monitoring of BC’s wild
salmon. The article, Ghost Runs: management
and status assessment of Pacific salmon
returning to British Columbia’s central and
north coasts, focused on 215 salmon runs (of
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more than 2500), where Fisheries and Oceans
Canada routinely monitor returns. Their
findings suggest that the monitoring and status
of salmon returns are inadequate to conserve
salmon on Canada’s west coast.
Since 1950, salmon runs met their target
escapements 50% of the time at best. During
2000-2005, spawning chum, sockeye, and
Chinook failed to meet target escapements by
67%, 70% and 85%, respectively. (Escapement
is the number of salmon that reach the
spawning grounds after escaping the
commercial and recreational fishing fleets.)
‘Returns of coho salmon did improve during
this recent period, however,’ said Raincoast
biologist and lead author Michael Price, ‘This
improvement indicates the success of DFO’s
fishing closures for coho in the 1990s.’
Of equal concern is the decline in the
number of streams monitored by DFO. The 215
monitored streams declined to just 137 by
2005, representing only 5% of all salmon runs
on the central and north coasts. ‘This loss and
lack of information makes it very difficult to
conserve salmon,’ said Raincoast biologist and
co-author Misty MacDuffee. ‘Importantly, the
unmonitored runs tend to be small streams,
which are the most ecologically important for
bears and coastal wildlife, and their declines or
disappearances go un-noticed.’
A third finding showed that as salmon runs
became diminished, there was a greater chance
monitoring would end for those systems. Thus,
only relatively healthy runs are now
monitored—presenting a biased view of
population health for salmon coast-wide.
‘Without adequate stream monitoring, and a
corresponding reduction in fishing pressure on
diminished runs, DFO cannot undertake wise
or precautionary management decisions,’ says
Raincoast. Given the uncertain future facing
Pacific salmon due to changing climate,
impacts from fish farming, and continued
erosion of habitat, reductions in fishing
pressure and implementation of the Wild
Salmon Policy are critical steps in recovering
salmon populations.
Chris Genovali is the executive director of
Raincoast
Conservation.
For
more
information visit www.raincoast.org. ✐
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