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Ralliers celebrate after Kinder Morgan packs up its surveying equipment and leaves Burnaby Mountain. The atmosphere was one of hope and unity.

News in Brief

BC Ferries’ First Half Earnings Up

BC Ferries operating profit for the first half of the fiscal year
(to September 30, 2014) was $122 million, compared to $103
million in 2013. The corporation says that passenger numbers
were unchanged from the same period last year. Net earnings
increased to $90.3 million from $68.6 million. Increased
earnings are said to be due to increased traffic on major
routes, higher fares, growth in retail and vacation package
sales, and decreased financing costs.
A 3.5% fuel surcharge was imposed in January, followed
by a 4% fare hike in April. Also in April, BC Seniors saw their
weekday discounts cut in half. Ferries management points
out that profits in the first half of the fiscal year, which includes
the summer, are often balanced by losses in the second half,
which includes winter.

Over 50 Societies Object To Proposed
New Societies Act

A provision in a White Paper proposing changes in the
provincial Societies Act legislation has met with widespread
objections from over fifty non-governmental organizations.
In a letter to the government dated October 13, the West
Coast Environmental Law Association and 55 other societies
expressed their concern about Section 99 of the Draft Act,
which allows ‘a person whom the court considers to be an
appropriate person’ to apply for a court order on the grounds
that a society intends to act unlawfully or ‘is carrying on
activities that are detrimental to the public interest’ (see Island
Tides, October 2, 2014).
The letter describes the provision as being potentially ‘very
harmful, intimidating, and a waste of both public and private
resources.’
The letter points out that the White Paper which sets out
the proposed legislation contains no definition of either an
‘appropriate person’ or of the ‘public interest’, and that the
threat of such actions may have a chilling effect on societies.
Commentary on the White Paper closed October 15. The
government has not indicated what happens next.

Limited Alternatives For Site C Dam

Energy Minister Bill Bennett says that the provincial
government is now considering only two options for future
power needs: constructing the Site C dam using $8 billion of
borrowed money or undertaking further contracts with
private power suppliers, with long-term take-or-pay

commitments. Either approach has major financial, social,
and environmental consequences.
Bennett’s comment appears to indicate that the
government has accepted the need for increased electrical
power to serve the oil, gas, and LNG industries, and does not
anticipate that either conservation, or additional power from
private sources via a feed-in tariff, would be sufficient to
supply future needs.
Either of these two strategies may also attract the attention
of bond-rating agencies, which now consider the debt
situation of Crown corporations in evaluating the provincial
government’s credit rating.

Mount Polley Cleanup Will Take
Years

BC’s Environment Minister Mary Polak says that the cleanup
of the Mount Polley tailings dam breach will take years, not
months. The spill into Polley Lake and Quesnel Lake is now
estimated to total 17 million cubic metres of liquid and 8
million cubic metres of tailings.
The provincial government is concerned about the effect
of the 2015 spring snow melt and freshet, which has the
potential of increasing the flow of tailings in Hazeltine Creek.
The Environment Ministry’s Hubert Bunce, in charge of the
cleanup, is reported to feel that the present temporary berm
would not be adequate.
The company is reportedly borrowing $100 million to
finance the cleanup. It also states that ‘at some point’ it may
make an application to re-open the mine.

Green Party Welcomes Second
Deputy Leader

Daniel Green, a Quebecois pioneer in environmental research
and activism, has been appointed as the second Deputy Green
Party Leader. Green has worked for almost 40 years as a
defender of local communities against the threat of toxic
substances in the environment. From 1980 until 2000 he led
the Société pour Vaincre la Pollution (SVP), a pioneer
environmental organization that worked on many of the
major issues dealing with environmental contamination
affecting Quebec and Canada. He has also served as a
scientific advisor with the Sierra Club of Canada, Nature
Québec, Parks Canada, and various Canadian municipalities.
‘I couldn't be more pleased that someone of Daniel’s
commitment to Quebec and public health has chosen to join
our Green team as we prepare for the 2015 election,’ stated
Elizabeth May.
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Burnaby Mountain activists
celebrate - Natalie Dunsmuir

Ralliers on Burnaby Mountain celebrated outlasting Kinder
Morgan on Sunday, November 30. The crowd gathered to dance,
sing, and listen to speeches, rejoicing after Kinder Morgan packed
up surveying equipment and left the mountain on the morning of
November 29.
Supportive crowds had been coming together daily since
November 17, when the BC Supreme Court issued an injunction to
prevent ‘campers’ hampering Kinder Morgan’s survey work for a
pipeline tunnel under the mountain.
The BC Supreme Court did not grant Kinder Morgan’s requests
to either expand the injunction area or extend its timeframe. The
injunction ended on Monday, December 1, but workers packed up
on Saturday. Kinder Morgan says it is confident that enough data
was obtained from the two bore holes to report back to the National
Energy Board.
Most of the civil contempt charges against the more than 100
activists arrested inside of the injunction zone have been dropped,
due to a lack of clarity in the GPS coordinates for the zone.
Activists are saying that they will continue speaking out for
environmental issues across BC and Canada, and that they will be
ready when Kinder Morgan comes back to Burnaby Mountain.
Many spoke of this as just the first step in addressing much wider
issues.
The November 30 celebrations lasted past sundown, with
hundreds braving the cold and recent snowfall. Solar panels were
brought in to power stoves and cook pots, and a group called ‘Food
Not Bombs’ spent the day offering free vegan food to those
gathered. There were hot drinks and bannock to go around, as well
as plenty of handwarmers to help warm away the day’s chill.
Meanwhile, some citizens remain camped out in the area where
Kinder Morgan had its injunction. They are tending to a sacred fire,
keeping alive the flames that were lit weeks ago. 0

Southern Islands’ Santa Ship
Saturday, December 13
SATURNA: Lyall Harbour: 12pm–12:40pm
PENDER: Hope Bay: 1pm–2:15pm
MAYNE: Miners Bay: 2:45pm–4pm
GALIANO: Montague Harbour: 4:45 pm–6pm
SALT SPRING: Ganges Harbour: 7pm
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Dear Editor,
Twenty years ago my husband Tony Avirgan, together with
Christopher Walker and Gordon Durnin, were the first
filmmakers to tell the story of the fight against Big Oil in the
Amazon basin of Ecuador.
Their film, Trinkets and Beads, won numerous awards and
has been widely shown throughout the US, Europe, and Latin
America. Filmed over three years, it covered the fight by the
Huaorani people to remove the oil companies from their lands
and preserve the Yasuni National Park—one of the most
biologically diverse regions of the world. It also covered the very
beginning of the ground-breaking lawsuit against
Texaco/Chevron for failing to clean up oil pollution.
Now Big Oil is back. After two decades, the Yasuni National
Park is threatened again as Ecuador’s president has reneged on
his pledge to protect the park and has sold drilling rights to the
Chinese. Illegal loggers have already started moving, using oil
company roads.
Tony, Chris, and Gordon are planning to make a sequel to
Trinkets and Beads and have launched a Kickstarter campaign
to raise the money to get started. Go to
www.kickstarter.com/projects/trinketsandbeads/trinkets-andbeads-the-sequel for more details.
Martha Honey, CREST Director

Burnaby Mountain Conservation

Dear Editor,
I am writing to express my concern at the way Kinder Morgan
is handling its pipeline exploration activities in Burnaby.
Many residents of this area strongly oppose these activities,
but Kinder Morgan seems intent on drilling within the Burnaby
Mountain Conservation Area regardless. I do not think Kinder
Morgan has undertaken adequate public consultation with the
people who will be affected by the proposed twinning of its
Trans Mountain Pipeline, which runs through Burnaby.
I commend Burnaby Mayor Derek Corrigan for pursuing
legal recourse to uphold the municipal bylaws that designate
the site as a Conservation Area. I also applaud MP Kennedy
Stewart for raising this issue in the House of Commons, in
Ottawa. I voted again for Mayor Gregor Robertson in part
because I appreciate his opposition to increased oil tanker
activity in the Strait of Georgia.

I have a strong connection to this issue because I lived in
Burnaby for four years, very near Burnaby Mountain. I moved
there in 2007 to attend Simon Fraser University, just after
Kinder Morgan’s oil spill in Burnaby. We could not use the
beach at Barnet Marine Park due to contamination. Burnaby
Mountain is just up the road from the Marine Park. SFU is on
top of the mountain, surrounded by wilderness. It is an oasis in
the middle of the city.
I hiked the Burnaby Mountain trails many times; part of the
TransCanada Trail is there too. I admired the trees daily as I
trekked up the mountain to school, through the changing
seasons. There are regular black bear advisories on and around
Burnaby Mountain, and I also saw a coyote, along with plenty
of eagles and squirrels. These experiences brought me peace
during stressful times working and studying.
A few weeks ago, I went up the Mountain just to get away
from the busy City of Vancouver, where I live now. I saw the
protest camp while I was there. I fully support what these
protestors are doing; putting themselves at risk to defend our
public lands.
Kinder Morgan is setting up to drill on lands designated by
the City of Burnaby as a Conservation Area. According to the
City bylaws, Kinder Morgan’s activities are illegal. The National
Energy Board (NEB) gave Kinder Morgan permission to work
in the area. I strongly disagree with the NEB’s decision.
Here is some information about this unique area:
www.bcnatureguide.ca/bc-nature-viewing-areas/lowermainland-region/east-of-vancouver-area/3-burnabymountain-conservation-area/.
I know we need oil and jobs, but this is a very special
wilderness area—one of the last. We do not have another
Burnaby Mountain. I don’t have the time or funds to risk arrest,
but I enjoyed the park this weekend to show that this place is
important to the people who live here. It is a sanctuary in an
increasingly hectic and polluted world.
I am asking Kinder Morgan representatives to reconsider
the actions and intentions of the company. I am asking our
Canadian politicians at all levels of government to debate this
issue publicly. I am asking the media to give more attention to
this issue. I am asking everyone to protect our public park from
industrial activities.
Sara Miles, Vancouver

Climate negotiations are down to
the wire - Elizabeth May

B

y the time you read this, I will be in Lima, Peru, at
the 20th Conference of the Parties (COP) of the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). When I say we are ‘down to the wire,’ many
Island Tides readers (being well aware of the threat of
runaway climate change) may think it is already too late.
Atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases (GHG)
continue to rise. Extreme and dangerous weather events
happen more often. The Arctic ice is shrinking. The oceans
are becoming more acidic. Impacts from carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere reaching 400ppm—30% higher than
at any time in well over a million years—cannot be
reversed. But we can and must arrest the rise of
greenhouse gases and chart a course to get the world off
fossil fuels by 2100. We need to ensure 80% cuts below
1990 levels in GHG by mid-century.
On the other hand, other readers, having heard that
the deadline for a new treaty is next year, may wonder
how we can be down to the wire already.
To reduce emissions to avoid hitting or passing the 2ºC
increase in global average temperature we need a
comprehensive treaty, including all nations. COPs within
the UNFCCC are the on-going process working to develop
such a treaty. Every year since 1994 there has been a
negotiation session. ‘COP20’ means we have been at this
for 20 years. The negotiations have been brutal. They
ended in disaster at COP15 in Copenhagen. Since then,
halting progress has been made with a negotiation track
and a new deadline—COP21, December 2015, set for
Paris.
Although a process that was nearly dead after
Copenhagen has been resuscitated, we are not on a
trajectory for a strong treaty. And we must get there within
a year. If you remember my dispatches from last year’s
COP in Warsaw, we lost precious time at COP19. The best
that can be said of the Warsaw meeting was that we
prevented the talks from sliding backwards. The halting
process means that Lima and COP20 are crunch time.
The negotiating text (in UN-lingo ‘elements of the text’)
for COP21 next year must be ready six months ahead. It
must be translated into the six official languages of the UN
system. That means that all the heavy lifting has to be
done in Lima.
That is why UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
invited world leaders to a special Climate Solutions
Summit in New York in September. And it is also why civil
society organizations grabbed hold of Ban’s initiative to
hold the largest ever peoples’ march for climate action on
September 22. Still, with all that additional pressure and
www.islandtides.com

media coverage highlighting the urgent need for climate
action, the negotiations in Bonn from October 20 to 25 (a
meeting of a sub-group of COP mandated since Durban’s
COP17 in 2011, called the ‘Ad Hoc Working Group on the
Durban Platform for Enhanced Action’, or ADP) were
cautious, lacking the serious momentum we need. The
language is moving away from ‘legally binding targets’ to
‘pledge and review’. And in Bonn there was pressure to
remove the ‘and review’ part of that climb down.
In this context, the long awaited US-China deal (yes, it
was well known such a deal was in the works) breathed
new oxygen into the process, though it is possible that the
US-China deal will hurt negotiations. The multilateral
system does not generally like sub-deals and countries
striking their own bargains. And the targets from the US
and China (with the US pledging to cut GHG by 26%
below 2005 levels by 2025 and China promising to ensure
its emissions stop rising, or ‘peak’, by 2030, and to have
20% of its power generation from non-fossil sources, also
by that year) are not individually or collectively enough.
Nevertheless, most climate activists have celebrated the
announcement.
The Secretary-General of the UN climate process,
Costa Rican diplomat Christiana Figueres, had this to say
in a statement from Berlin: ‘This positive momentum
opens the door for all major economies and in particular
all other industrialized nations to bring forward their
contributions to the Paris agreement in a timely fashion
over the coming months... Investors have long called for
policy certainty. (The US-China) announcement is a firm
and positive step towards that as we look towards Paris
2015.’
Her statement hits one of the key reasons that the
comprehensive deal can make the difference we need. We
need a signal to investors that putting money in long-term
fossil fuel projects is a bad investment. It is encouraging
that former Canadian Governor of the Bank of Canada
and now Governor of the Bank of England, Mark Carney,
told a recent World Bank seminar that the ‘vast majority
of reserves are unburnable.’
We can celebrate that Concordia University has
become the first Canadian university to divest from fossil
fuel in its investments. Let’s help University of Victoria be
the next. Action to avert runaway global warming is
needed. It is not a choice of working locally or working
globally; we need to do both—and fast. We need to pull
out all the stops. We are down to the wire.
Watch my website (elizabethmaymp.ca) for updates
and blogs from Lima. 0
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Looking out at Curlew Island, from the Campbell Point trail on
Mayne Island.

CRD voters support
amalgamation study

In recent local government elections, the electorate in seven of eight CRD
municipalities has said ‘yes’ to public consultation and a provincial study
on amalgamation within the region. Of those eight municipalities with the
amalgamation questions on their ballots, 75% of the 80,000 voters were
in favour of a study of amalgamation.
The eight municipalities with some type of non-binding question to
review governance in the region were: North Saanich, Oak Bay, Central
Saanich, Langford, Esquimalt, Victoria, Sidney, and Saanich. Of these, only
Oak Bay voted against considering amalgamation.
The remaining five municipalities of View Royal, Colwood, Highlands,
Metchosin and Sooke, with a population of 46,000, did not place a nonbinding question on the ballot.
‘Indications from the Angus Reid Poll on amalgamation and our public
engagement told us we could anticipate a very positive result and that is
exactly what happened,’ said John Vickers, spokesperson for
AmalgamationYes. ‘Throughout the whole process so many elected officials
kept telling us amalgamation wasn’t an issue that mattered in their
community. It’s nice to see the voting public set the record straight.’
Mayors and councils will now need to engage the Province to develop a
mechanism and process for public consultation and study so that the
cost/benefits of various models of governance can be explored. Once
determined, a binding referendum on amalgamation is anticipated in the
next municipal election in four years time.
In an October 8 press release, Minister Oakes confirmed the availability
of staff and resources to examine governance structures after the election
results. 0
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Canada and BC not doing enough for
‘climate migrants’
A Crowded Planet 3: The Dark
and nearby regions. According to the
study, these countries ‘bear the brunt of
the impacts of natural disasters, making
up 97% of climate-induced global
mortality.’
‘Canada has a moral responsibility
to people who migrate due to climate
change—not just as a matter of charity
or generosity, but of justice and
reparation as well,’ says Tim Takaro,
senior author. ‘The federal and
provincial governments, rather than
ignoring the issue, should develop a
comprehensive policy framework to
manage climate migration. Aside from
its disproportionate share of the blame
for human-caused climate change,
Canada’s
currently
stagnant
immigration rate and falling refugee
acceptance rates raise issues of fairness
about our immigration policies. Is
Canada only prepared to accept wealthy
immigrants? These are not the people
most likely to be forced from their
homes by climate change.’
‘Currently,’ says Stephanie Dickson,
co-author of the study, ‘the services and
organizations that help to settle
immigrants are already under stress
from inadequate funding—they are
barely getting by. Yet, the demands on
them will only grow.’
The study emphasizes that Canada
bears responsibility for helping Global
South residents adapt to climaterelated stressors in their own country
for two more reasons: the residents
neither have the resources that richer
countries, such as Canada, have to
implement adaptive technologies; nor
do they have the money to escape to a
better-adapted country. Canada needs
to support global efforts for increasing
local adaptive capacity, the study
concludes. 0
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Grace Islet Mediators Start
Work

Cowichan Tribes Chief William Seymour has
issued a notice of aboriginal title claim over
Grace Islet, a small island off of Ganges, Salt
Spring Island, on which Edmonton
businessman Barry Slawsky is having a house
built.
Grace Islet is the site of a number of historic
First Nations burials and a registered
archeological site. But Slawsky, who purchased
the island freehold, has obtained all the
necessary permits from the provincial
government.
Now Forests Minister Steve Thomson has
appointed mediators with a mandate to find a
solution to the dispute. Chief Seymour says the
claim is intended to right a government wrong,
not to create a precedent for asserting
aboriginal rights over private land.
Gary Holman, MLA for Saanich North and
the Islands, commented, ‘They say they’re
talking, but as they’re talking the house is being
built.’

Gary Holman On Galiano
and Mayne Nursing Cuts

MLA for Saanich North and the Islands, Gary
Holman, has written a letter about the recent
nursing cuts on Mayne and Galiano Islands.
He is working with Mike Hoebel of the Galiano
Health Care Society, the Mayne Island Health
Care Society, and Judy Darcy, Opposition
Spokesperson, on the issue. Together they
have sent a joint letter to Island Health and the
Ministry of Health, demanding that they
reverse these cuts and review Southern Gulf
Island health care delivery.

Online Project Works to
Boost Immunity

‘I Boost Immunity’ is an online platform
sponsored by the Public Health Association of
BC. It was inspired by a concern that
misinformation and complacency has resulted
in some parents choosing to skip certain

Side of Humanity - Hans Tammemagi
Homo sapiens have become the dominant animal on
the planet. But our reign over Earth is far from benign.
On the one hand we have created great art, music, and
architecture, and worked miracles with science and
technology. Socially, however, we have Jekyll and
Hyde personalities. Surely we can find ways to change,
overcome, and pacify our malevolent side?
Recognizing and then dealing with the two
enormous elephants in the room—population and the
primitive side of our human personality—is becoming
urgent; the same stresses that ravaged Darfur, the
subject of my two previous articles, are creeping across
the globe. The golden era brought on by oil, although
perhaps prolonged by fracking for natural gas, will
come to an end. We are plundering the good earth.
Crises might now accelerate, first in the third world,
particularly in Africa, then in the developed nations.
The arid southwest of Arizona and Nevada, for
example, is particularly vulnerable. The once-separate
cities of Scottsdale, Mesa, Tempe, and Phoenix have
grown into one vast megalopolis. How long can the
sparse resources of the desert support this immense
population, which has exploded from 1.5 million in
1980 to 4.3 million in 2012, and is expected to reach
20 million by 2050?
Picture this scenario: Gasoline prices escalate
sharply to over $150 per barrel and pump prices rocket
upward; rationing causes enormous lines at gas
stations. At the same time, a major drought causes
agricultural produce to decrease and become
expensive. Inflation and unemployment soar while
tourism slows to a trickle. Before long, gangs form to
steal gasoline. Then violence breaks out and escalates.
Far fetched? Not according to James Kunstler, who
predicts in his book, The Long Emergency, that such
scenarios could play out in several regions of the
United States.
So how do we avoid this destruction? Many believe
that green technology will save us. Unfortunately, this
idea is wishful thinking. Such technological
innovations are good and buy time, but the growing
population combined with the ever-expanding

vaccines or avoid immunization altogether.
The program works to educate people about
immunization by acknowledging the silent
majority who vaccinate their children. Citizens
are encouraged to share their stories and
reasons for immunizing themselves and their
children.
At its core, the Public Health Association
says, the program is based on the belief that
educating others using stories combined with
scientific facts can have a real and lasting
impact among friends, families and coworkers. Ultimately, the goal of I Boost
Immunity is to raise awareness and action in
areas that have lower than optimal
immunization rates in British Columbia.
To learn more, or to sign up as a
immunization
booster,
visit
www.IBoostImmunity.ca.

Cape Scott Provincial Park
Grows

The Province of BC is acquiring more lands to
add to Cape Scott Provincial Park. The main
access to the park is on private land owned by
the Anglican Diocese of BC, which also holds a
parcel of land within the park boundary. They
are offering the 4.5 hectares of land to the
province for $2,000, although the land is
estimated at a value of more than $100,000.
With the purchase of the new lands, Cape Scott
Park will grow to over 22,300 hectares of land.
A new Nels Bight Ranger Cabin has also
been recently completed. It will serve as
accommodation for park staff in the summer
months.

Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicles
in Canada

Hyundai Auto Canada Corp has announced
that it will be the first automotive company to
make hydrogen fuel cell electric vehicles
available to the Canadian public. The Hyundai
Tucson Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle (FCEV)
stores hydrogen gas and draws an inflow of air
to the fuel cell stack. There is no combustion of
hydrogen and the stack has no moving parts.

NEWS IN BRIEF, please turn to page 7

economy have swamped all technological innovations
in the past from blue-box recycling to catalytic
converters on cars, and will continue to do so.
Instead, we must address the two factors raised
above. The enormous human population is at the core
of virtually every predicament that besets us, from
elephant poaching to oil spills in the Gulf of Mexico to
terrorism. But no conferences or other international
forums have effectively addressed population. We
need to remove the taboo from this topic and drag it
into the open so we can all discuss it vigorously and
candidly.
Improving human behaviour is even more urgent.
But overcoming our negative characteristics won’t be
easy. Nevertheless, we must find ways of encouraging
qualities such as kindness, sharing, cooperation,
caring for the common good, and improving our
methods of governance. This topic is almost never
discussed. Few recognize, or admit, that as a species
we need a personality makeover.
But how? Can we not divert some of the vast
funding for technology and science and instead focus
it on social research into how to effect positive change
in us humans? Perhaps we should seek ways to stop
worshipping money and consumer goods and instead
seek happiness and closer human relationships. Once
we have eliminated greed, hatred, and murder, and
fostered cooperation, love, and sharing, many of the
other problems, including the population issue, will
become much easier to resolve. A major shift in
priorities is needed, and is vital to the long-term wellbeing of our species.
So, what does the future hold? My outlook has
grown pessimistic. Our elected leaders either don’t
recognize that we need to change course or, in the face
of powerful lobby groups and an ineffectual system of
government, are powerless to turn the tiller. Like many
great civilizations that failed, I fear we are too deeply
embedded in our ways.
Yet, if we wish for our great-grandchildren to live
in a world that is happy and sustainable, we must
change. I hope we find the will. 0
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A

new study by the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives
(CCPA), and co-authored by
Simon Fraser University researchers,
recommends that the federal
government create a new immigration
class of ‘climate migrant’ to help
address the mounting global human
displacement associated with climate
change. They say that Canada is not
doing enough to solve the problem of
displacement that it helped create.
In the study, ‘Preparing BC for
Climate Migration’, the authors
recommend that Canada implements
immigration targets and programs to
ensure the country absorbs a fair share
of climate migrants. They review
Canada’s current immigration policies
to determine how they could be better
re-engineered, especially in BC.
There are tens of thousands of
people globally, who, since the new
millennium, have been displaced from
their homes due to climate changedriven natural disasters, such as the
2013 typhoon in the Philippines. ‘It is
understandably difficult to assess how
much migration is directly fuelled by
climate change…’ say the study’s
researchers, but a ‘…frequently cited
figure estimates 200 million climate
migrants by 2050…’ globally.
While Canada has contributed more
than its share of the emissions that
cause climate change, the study says,
people in other parts of the world are
feeling the harshest impacts of the
phenomenon. They live in Africa, Latin
America, developing Asia, and the
Middle East, and have contributed the
least to the problem that is forcing them
to leave their homes.
While some seek to escape through
climate migration, many remain in a
climate-change devastated homeland
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School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
Regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held on
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at
Gulf Island Secondary School
(GISS). Meeting commencing at
1pm. Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boar
d-meetings. Public Welcome!
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Festivals For The Winter

The Galiano Literary Festival is coming up to its sixth year this
February. Focused on sharing the work of mostly Canadian,
authors, it provides writers with an intimate venue in which to
read and share their work, and creates an opportunity for
Galiano to host a festival in the otherwise quiet off-season of the
winter.
Lee Trentadue, director of the festival, says she decided to
host the celebration both as a way of attracting travellers to the
Gulf Islands and as a way of giving authors an opportunity to
read from their own work. Bookstores are closing, Trentadue
pointed out; it is getting harder for authors to find venues to
personally share their stories.
This year’s broad theme is the environment and connecting
to nature. Though not all 21 authors focus on this topic, a wide
variety do, either through speaking on the importance of
conservation, or by telling personal stories of nature. The
festival, put on each year by Galiano Island Books, holds
sessions at the library, the school, the community hall, and the
Galiano Inn.
Islanders volunteer at the festival, and visiting authors are
often boarded with locals free of charge. The celebration is
growing each year, though Trentadue says they are working to
keep it small in order to preserve intimacy. She hopes the
festival will become a ‘permanent part of the Galiano cultural
environment.’ More info at: www.galianoliteraryfestival.com.
Meanwhile, news is just in of another islands’ festival. On
Mayne, ‘Festival Active Pass’ is in the works for April. More info:
www.festivalactivepass.com. 0

FREE
SHIPPING
in Canada with
order over $70.

Lesotho Solar Cooker Project
Donation Makes A Great Gift

Wishing you and
your loved ones
a safe and happy
holiday season and
a happy New Year
Gary Holman MLA
Saanich North and the Islands
250-655-5711 / 1-855-955-5711
www.garyholman.ca / gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca.ca

ISLAND WATER TAXI

Islanders’ thoughts have turned toward Christmas now that it’s
December and there’s been a little snow and hard frost on the
ground. Christmas Concerts are in full swing and Craft Fairs
have been held.
It’s easy to choose presents for some of the people on your
list, but for others—those that seem to have everything—it isn’t.
For those people, Salt Spring’s Raging Grannies suggest that a
card indicating you have made a contribution to the Lesotho
Solar Cooker Project while thinking of them might be just the
right thing. Thinking of all the cooking and sharing we do at
Christmas, it’s a natural gift.
One of the project’s supporters says, ‘Can you imagine
having to walk 6 to 8 kilometers to gather wood to cook your
meals? Well, that’s what some grandmothers do every day to
feed the grandkids they are looking after because their parents
have died of AIDS.’
All the while there is the blessing of the sun—and the

Connecting Sidney &
Southern Gulf Islands
BE SCHEDULE-FREE
BOOK YOUR GROUP TRIP
www.islandwatertaxi.ca

250-656-4826

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
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Winter special: Save 15% or more
Now until January 31st
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Good Xmas Books

Phillip Vannini and Jonathan Taggart have just released a book,
Off The Grid: Re-Assembling Domestic Life, and a
documentary film, Life Off-Grid, about how Canadians are
doing just this. In two years of work and travel, Vannini, a Royal
Roads professor and Gabriola resident, and Taggart, a
Vancouver photojournalist, interviewed nearly 200 off-the-grid
people and visited homes in every province and territory in
Canada.
‘To live off-grid means to radically re-invent daily life in a
dramatically innovative but also quite traditional way,’ says
Vannini. ‘This is a film on disconnection as much as it is on
everything we all take for granted about the modern condition
and its comforts, conveniences, and connectivity.’
The two Royal Roads alumnus shadowed off-gridders as
they hunted, fished, collected firewood, and built off-grid
homes. At times, the researchers lived in off-grid cabins
themselves.
‘Off-gridders are often the subject of stereotypes,’ says
Taggart, director of the film. ‘Hippies, hermits, outlaws, rebels,
misfits—these are just some of the labels applied to them. But
our filmic portraits reveal a different picture, one that is less
sensational, less radical, and more nuanced and subtle. Our
intimate encounters show off-gridders to be individuals who
care about their family and their environment, about their
homes, communities, and their place in the world.’ To learn
more, go to www.lifeoffgrid.ca.
Salt Spring Island’s Mother Tongue
Press has also just published Flowers We
Will Never Know The Names Of. A long
poem by poet and former Mayne Island
resident Cathy Ford, it commemorates
the short lives of fourteen young women
who were murdered at L’École
Polytechnique on December 6, 1989. If
you, or someone on your list, enjoys an immersion in poetry
with both a political meaning and a lyrical flavour, try this one.

Speaking of Xmas Books...

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

1.888.296.8059

Lesotho for demonstration and distribution to the neediest
grandmothers.
Salt Spring’s Raging Grannies have been supporting this
project for the last nine years. For more information about how
to help, contact Jill Willmott: 250-537-8343, or
jillawillmott@gmail.com.
And while you are in the frame of mind: how about more
gifts of this kind—perhaps your whole list? You will be giving
twice over, and you won’t be cluttering people’s lives with things
that they don’t need. Your gift will be doing valuable work.

Deputy Leader of the BC Green Party Andrew Weaver mailed
a graphic novel on climate change to every MLA in British
Columbia as a Christmas gift. The Great Transformation:
Climate—Can we beat the heat? is an easy-to-read graphicstyle book produced by the German Advisory Council on Global
Change (WBGU). Weaver also included in the package a link
to the WGBU new report titled ‘Climate Protection as a World
Citizen Movement’, which provides a thorough assessment of
the challenge faced by global society as we attempt to
decarbonize our energy systems.

BOB BURGESS

www.wintonhomes.ca

technology—ready to make life easier and save ground cover.
Solar cookers and pots are life-savers.
‘Furthermore,’ he adds, ‘all the money donated goes towards
buying these sun-stoves and pots and the foodstuffs used to
demonstrate their use; no part of it goes towards
administration. Once I read about the project I decided this was
a very worthy cause, because I knew 100% of my money was
going directly to help these grandmothers, and I have made a
donation every year since.’
Each year, two Canadian volunteers pay their own way to
South Africa where they purchase the stoves and pots and
foodstuffs, and then take them to locally chosen villages in

No Health Care

Claire Trevena, North Island MP, is very concerned about
health care on Cortes Island and in Port Hardy. She reports,
‘While I have been assured the Port Hardy emergency room
will not close, I know that there are still community fears for its
future. The situation on Cortes is equally troubling with the loss
of the doctor and the nurse practitioner and no quick solutions
being offered by Island Health. I have written to the Minister
of Health about health delivery in both these communities and
hope to receive positive responses.’ 0
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Fleeting beauty—November frost crystalizes on
twigs and blackberry leaves.

Saturna’s Feral Goats - Priscilla Ewbank

Th
he Sim
mple
e
Hiigh-Pe
erfo
orm
mance
Septiic Sys
ste
tem
Eljen
lj GSF…Yo
Your Affor
ff dable
d bl
Solution fo
or To
oday’ss
Wa
astewater Challenges!

Ideal for New or
Replacement Systems

Innovative Products and Solutions Since 1970



I

Photo: Jim Hebert

f I were looking for a spot for the perfect house on Saturna,
I would volunteer to go on a feral goat population survey.
Our goats like south-facing, sandstone aspects with the
brightest, greenest winter grass and earliest-growing browse.
Devon MacDonald, one of our Saturna Ecological Education
Center students, is learning about feral goats for her
Independent Directed Study project this semester. Nancy
Angermeyer, her community mentor, and Richard Blagborne
have a home on top of Brown Ridge and goats are an evermoving part of their front yard. Our goats are a good subject to
study: big, relatively tame, and distinguishable with their fancy
interbred body markings and horn variations.
Devon and Nancy invited us all to participate in a goat-count
to see what their population was on December 2. It’s the best
time to get an accurate count—just before the nannies start
going off into quiet corners to birth kids at the end of December.
The herds are the biggest and the groups, the most cohesive.
It was a perfect day for us and the goats, since on rainy
blusterous days the goats head for shelter like us, and in the
summer when the ridge is dry the goats range widely around
most of the perimeter margins of the island for feed. On a sunny
winter day, however, the goats start at the eastern part of the
ridge where the sun first hits and gradually head west.
Teams took different sections of the island, concentrating on
current favourite goat habitat. The trick is to count just in your
area, and for everyone to count at about the same time so ‘your’

goats don’t have time to run down into other people’s areas and
throw off the count.
About 30 of us got our areas marked on a portable map. We
gathered at the café for final instructions as to timing and data
required, and set off with our teammates—other islanders, 12
SEEC students, our SEEC and elementary school principals—
Steve and Shannon—and the little schoolkids. Three hours
hiking around on a sunny day in aid of citizen science with lunch
and a debrief at the end is a wonderful adventure.
Devon led the debrief, collecting and collating data, while we
munched sandwiches, drank hot chocolate and lolled in the

SATURNA, please turn to page 6

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Daily Until Saturday, December 27

Comox Valley Art Gallery 40th Annual Christmas Craft Fair—
original design pottery, jewellery, ornaments, glass
work, woodwork, fabric art, paintings, prints, cards,
specialty foods, stocking stuffers; something for
everyone and every budget • CVAG 580 Duncan
Avenue, Courtenay • Mon thru Sat, 10am-5pm;
Sundays, December 14 & 21, 11am-4pm • Info:
250.338.6211, www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com •
COURTENAY

Daily, until Monday, December 22

WinterCraft Christmas Fair—an eclectic selection of work by
Southern Gulf Island artists and artisans: art,
jewellery, pottery, scarves, natural soaps &
hand-made ornaments, festive musical
performances by talented local musicians •
Gallery open daily 10am-5pm • Mahon Hall,
114 Rainbow Road • Info:
www.ssartscouncil.com, 250.537.0899 •
SALT SPRING

Saturday, December 20 to Sunday, January 4

BUY
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INCREASE
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FOUNDATION

WWW.NICKELBROS.COM 1-866-320-2268

Holiday Season Fun Swims—Bring your friends and family to
Commonwealth Pool and enjoy the waves, waterslide, diving
boards, tots pool, pirate ship, swirlpool, fun leader games and the
Wibit inflatable • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake
Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Info:
www.saanichrec.ca, 24-hour swim-line 250.475.7620 • SAANICH

email: islandtides@islandtides.com
call: 250.216.2267

eljen.com

The Water System Experts
Since 1972
t Fountains & Watergardens
t Well Pumps & Water Systems
t Waste Water Pumps & Controls
t Water Treatment & Filtration

t Rainwater Harvesting
t Swimming Pools & Spas
t Landscape Lighting
tIrrigation

461 Dupplin Road Victoria B.C. 250-383-7145

www.vanislewater.com
Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Eve Bonfire and Caroling—sponsored by the Mayne
Island Community Chamber of Commerce;
refreshments provided by the Chamber, please
bring your own mug; Everyone welcome •
Miners Bay Park • 6 pm • Info:
www.mayneislandchamber.ca • MAYNE

Wednesday, December 31

Annual New Year’s Eve Magic Lake Lantern Festival: ‘Ignite’—
Outdoor community celebration with street performers, handmade
lanterns, shadow dancers, kayak ballet, stilt
walkers, music and more • 4:30pm:
assemble at Danny Martin Ball Park with
lanterns or torches; 5pm procession begins
to the picnic area at Magic Lake • By
donation • Info: tottlanternfestival@gmail.com,
www.facebook.com/threeonthetreependerisland • PENDER

Thursday, January 1

Polar Bear Swim—Put your winter jacket aside
and slip into something less appropriate (for this
time of year); take a shivering plunge; watch from
the warmth of the pub or come in for a warm
drink afterwards; everyone welcome • Port
Browning Marina • Noon • PENDER

January 9 to 23

Saanich-Gulf Islands Town Hall Meetings—listen to and talk with
MP Elizabeth May • FRI, JAN 9: Pender Island Community Hall,
6:30-8pm; SAT, JAN 10: Salt Spring, GISS Gymnasium, 7-8:30pm;
SUN, JAN 11: Gordon Head Rec Centre Auditorium, 2-3:30pm;
TUES, JAN 13: Sidney, Bodine Hall MWC, 7-8:30pm; WED, JAN 14:
Galiano Community Hall, 6-7:30pm; THURS, JAN 15: Mayne Island
Community Centre, 6:30-8pm; SAT, JAN 17: Cedar Hill Rec Centre,
7-8:30pm; WED, JAN 21: Central Saanich, Saanich Fairgrounds,
Cedar Room, 7-8:30pm; FRI, JAN 23: Saturna Island Community
Hall, 6:30-8pm • Info:1.800.667.9188, elizabethmaymp.ca •
PENDER, SALT SPRING, GORDON HEAD, SIDNEY, GALIANO,
MAYNE, CEDAR HILL, CENTRAL SAANICH, SATURNA ISLAND

Readers’ $30 annual voluntary subscriptions make all the difference!
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The Human Microbiome
Brian Crumblehulme

he Human Microbiome is a metaphor for the entire
ecology we carry around with us. Like the discovery of a
new continent, the microbiome is huge, complex, and
rich. Possessing a hundred times the genetic material that an
individual human has, all the creatures that live within and on
us affect the way we live and think, our health and our dis-ease.
Following the mapping of the human DNA in the genome
project—completed in 2003—the US National Institute of
Health has initiated the Human Microbiome Project. It has
generated thousands of research jobs and is rewriting our
understanding of health.
Our microbiome consists of all the micro-organisms on and
in our bodies. The ecology of your scalp is different from that of
your toes, which in turn is different from those domiciled in the
palm of your hand. The big ecology—in the gut and out of
sight—is beyond imagination, with over 100 species of microorganisms with a population of some 100 trillion.
Each microbiome is also variable—there is no ‘normal’. The
microbiome changes with gender, diet, age, culture, occupation,
and everything summed up in what we call ‘lifestyle’.
Before wading into this Aladdin’s cave of genetic gems, it
might be well to consider a caveat. Thousands of websites list
the possible links between the microbiome and various chronic
health problems (as if we didn’t know), thereby opening a gold
rush of speculation by a legion of businesses from diet gurus to
Nestlé and Monsanto. The growth in food additives,
supplements and medical micro-organism intervention will be
huge, with the probiotics business alone expected to reach $45
billion annually in the next three years. However, the head of
the Microbiome Project, Dr Lita Proctor, said bluntly, ‘I fear...
that the hype and the potential overpromise... will all backfire.’
We are learning more about this internal community which
performs some amazing and vital functions; it is essential for
anything like a healthy life. The irony is that for over a century
we have waged war on this unseen and essentially benign
population. Ever since Louis Pasteur discovered the microminiature world, our culture has tried to kill it.
Our ceramic and steel kitchens and bathrooms are cleaned
and often sterilized; we shower daily with antibacterial soap;
we consume processed sterile food; we take powerful
medications and antibacterial drugs; and our comfort foods
represent a very narrow range of dead plants and animals. If
we do not practice some form of hygiene, there is risk of
contracting influenza or worse, but what is also demonstrably
clear is that the gut microbiome is highly dependent on the
nutritional composition of diet and is essential to our wellbeing.

Manipulated By Your Biome

In August this year a comprehensive paper in the journal
Bioessays, ‘Is eating behaviour manipulated by the
gastrointestinal microbiota?’ pulled together a disparate set of
very recent observations on the microbiome. Not only is this
gastro-ecology subject to diet, the three authors state, ‘gut
microbes may manipulate host eating behaviour in ways that
promote their fitness at the expense of [the] host.’
This happens in a number of ways. In any population, the
greater the diversity, the healthier the community is. When
diversity is reduced, a few strong specimens will take over,
creating a tyrannical power base that becomes self sustaining.
We see this at every level, from chickens to politics. A healthy
individual is one with a very diverse microbiome, and since
different microbes thrive under different nutrients, what you
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‘In just the last year, it (the human
microbiome) really went from a small
cottage industry to the big time.’

—David Relman, Stanford University

eat directly affects the health and happiness of your
microbiome, and by extension, you. This study tries to answer
how this works.
Some microbes synthesis hormone-like chemicals that
mimic our own, thereby changing our perceptions. The authors
of the study comment: ‘Like microscopic puppet masters,
microbes may control the eating behaviour [by the] production
of toxins that alter mood.’
The two principles at work here are the generation of
cravings for particular foods such as chocolate or sugars, and
conversely, the production of pain-inducing toxins to limit
nutrients less convivial to the microbes. In one example, a
species of bacteria will produce painful toxin in the presence of
milk, causing the host to desist drinking this otherwise good food.
Other microbes produce a discomforting toxin when ‘their’
preferred food is absent. Consuming the food that satisfies the
microbe then creates a feeling of ‘comfort’ in the host. In some
cases, microbes will produce copies (analogues) of host
hormones. Apparently, ‘more than 50% of the dopamine and
the vast majority of the body’s serotonin have an intestinal
source.’ The bacteria in natural milk products such as yogurt
‘also produce the neurochemicals histamine and GABA [that]
activates the same neuroreceptors that are targeted by antianxiety drugs such as Valium’.

An Earthy Diet

The conclusion is that a stable microbiota of limited diversity
will lead to a relatively restricted diet in order to satisfy the
microbiota. This in turn may lead to chronic illness because of
the pathological bacterial control. And ‘highly diverse gut
microbiotas tend to be more resistant to invasion by pathogenic
species than less diverse microbiotas.’ Which means that a diet
or medical treatment that increases the variety of microbiota
will tend to increase resistance to disease.
This is where lifestyle and the food we eat directly impacts
health. Thanks to medicine, many of the traditional causes of
death have been reduced or eliminated. Instead we have a litany
of chronic ailments and many of these have been linked to diet.
A balanced diet is now taking on a new meaning. We need
the range of carbohydrates, proteins and fats, and we need them
to be free of toxic chemicals, fresh and sometimes raw, because
we need to consume a constant source of micro-nutrients and
living micro-organisms to provide diversity.
The much touted Mediterranean diet does work. However,
I contend that this is far more than a quotidian of tomatoes, feta
cheese, and olive oil. It is the larger environmental context of
unwashed, sun ripened tomatoes, homemade cheeses from
hand-milked goats, and hand-picked and pressed olives.
Contemporary urban environments are substantially sterile
and not conducive to keeping a family goat. Here, in the rural
Salish Sea, we do have the opportunity to keep, if not a goat,
then at least a few chickens, to grow and to gather our own
produce and to touch the earth. This is not a metaphor or
aesthetic licence: touching leaves and grass, trees, and
sometimes animals is necessary for a healthy ‘diet.’ The living
quality and diversity of farm fresh food directly informs our
health. 0

Island Savings members
say ‘yes’ to First West

After six weeks of information-sharing, public meetings, and
thoughtful conversation, Island Savings members have
approved by majority a special resolution that will see the
organization join First West Credit Union on January 1, says
Rod Dewar, current President and CEO of Island Savings. ‘This
‘yes’ from our members is really a vote for the continued success
of Island Savings and for the cooperative roots that our credit
union was founded on more than 60 years ago.’
Ballots were cast from 8,454 Island Savings members that
hold either or both Class ‘A’ and Class ‘C’ shares. The special
resolution voted on by Class ‘A’ shares was approved by a
majority of 79.62% and the separate but identical resolution
voted on by Class ‘C’ investor shareholders was approved by a
majority of 79.96%.
Island Savings will retain its employees, branches, brand,
local decision-making, and community investment program.
On January 1, 19-year Island Savings employee Randy Bertsch
will become president from his current role of chief operations
officer. 0

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm
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SATURNA GENERAL STORE
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BC Ferries approved to run
on LNG

The BC Ferries Commissioner has approved plans to convert
two vessels, the Spirit of Vancouver Island and the Spirit of
British Columbia, to liquid natural gas (LNG) by 2018. Those
two vessels will also undergo mid-life upgrades and some hull
modifications. BC Ferries says the changes will save
approximately $9.2 million per year in today’s dollars for the
remaining 27-year life cycle of the vessels.
‘LNG offers significant environmental benefits, cutting
carbon emissions by about 25%, sulphur oxides by almost
100%, and nitrogen oxides by 85%, which translates into much
cleaner exhaust emissions than diesel fuel,’ said Mark Wilson,
BC Ferries’ Vice President of Engineering.
BC Ferries spent $126 million on fuel last fiscal year. The two
Spirit Class vessels consume approximately 15% of the fleet total.
Converting these ships to LNG, BC Ferries says, will reduce the
cost of fuel for the Spirit vessels by approximately 50%.
The Spirit of Vancouver Island’s LNG conversion and midlife upgrade is planned from the fall of 2016 through the spring
of 2017. The Spirit of British Columbia’s project is planned to
occur from the fall of 2017 through the spring of 2018.
In addition to converting the two Spirit Class vessels to LNG,
BC Ferries is also building three, dual fuel intermediate class
vessels scheduled for delivery in 2016 and 2017. These ships will
operate in the Southern Gulf Islands and on the Powell River—
Comox route.
BC Ferries is presently conducting a worldwide procurement
process to select a prime contractor and the dual fuel propulsion
equipment supplier. The company plans to make a selection not
later than the second quarter of 2015. 0

BCHydro disconnects
citizens resisting Legacy Fees
Natalie Dunsmuir

As winter approaches there are people all across the province,
including in the Cowichan and Comox Valleys, without
electricity. Their power was cut off by BCHydro after they
refused to pay the $32.40 per month ‘Legacy Meter Fee’ asked
of them to compensate for keeping their old analog meters
rather than switching to smart meters.
Thousands of people have refused smart meters on their
homes and properties in British Columbia. Concerns
surrounding smart meters include health, safety, accuracy, and
privacy.
Two women in the Comox Valley are facing the prospect of
winter without electricity. In late October, Rotraut Knopp of
Ships Point, returning to her home, found her power cut off.
She owes BCHydro some $300 in Legacy Meter Fees, though
she has always paid her electricity costs on time.
Chris Bruels of Merville is also without power. She has been
paying the Legacy Meter Fees only on the months in which
BCHydro workers actually come to read her meter, but still owes
money in fees. She got a letter in September warning her of a
possible disconnection, but received no 24-hour disconnection
notice.
Many citizens are worried about the increase in radiation
posed by Smart Meters. When transmitting, the meters emit
radiofrequency (RF) waves, very much like cell phones and wifi
equipment. Some researchers have assured people that the
slight increase in radiation will not add any ill-effects, but others
are not so sure.
With Citizens for Safe Technology launching a lawsuit
against BCHydro, and with others continuing to refuse to pay
the Legacy Fees, it is unclear when this conflict will be resolved.
Meanwhile, those without power will continue to find ways to
go about their lives, either by installing solar, as Rotraut is
planning, or by attempting to raise money to pay the fees they
owe under protest. 0
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sunny loft of the Campbell’s barn. Three cheers for Hubertus
the chef’s fabulous food, for Parks & Recreation for funding,
and for Campbells for hosting.
Feral goats on Saturna were last counted in 2010 in a joint
Parks Canada/Saturna citizenry effort. The count was 210 ‘or
so’. This year the count was about 240 ‘or so’. Interest in keeping
track of the numbers has to do with the goat’s impact on the
environment for what we humans designate good or ill. The
goats keep invasive broom in check and keep Brown Ridge—
which you can see from Saanich—relatively open and savannah
like, to most people’s delight.
On the other side of the ledger they also consume young
Garry oak trees, arbutus, juniper, Douglas fir—and our
gardening and farming efforts, if we let them. As usual, a mixed
blessing.
Keeping the population in check seems to be locally
accepted. Goats can have several kids a year and twin quite
often—in combination with the deer they have a big impact.
Eagles and ravens have learned to successfully divebomb the
very new kids and send them to their death down the cliff and
then pick them up.
Humans do some quiet harvesting. A castration program
targeting young males for dinner plates has kept the population
down to these, probably, reasonable numbers. 0

Balancing the budget with bribes
It’s a little less than a year now until the next federal election.
The Harper government (as it styles itself) has seized the
initiative with a panoply of promises which depend not only on
a ‘balanced budget’ but also on no new taxes.

A Balanced Budget

It seems easy to understand a ‘balanced budget’: it means that
the government’s expected expenses for a fiscal year equal its
anticipated revenues. There are many ways of accomplishing
this. One, rarely used, is having the government’s expenses
actually equal its revenues. Other methods involve creative
accounting, such as government-owned corporations, publicprivate partnerships, reserve accounts, trust funds, and so on.
Anyone can write a ‘balanced budget’—it’s harder to keep one.
So it’s not amazing that all sides of the political spectrum
have come to accept the ‘balanced budget’ as the political
hallmark of fiscal responsibility. It sounds so obviously sensible.
But realistically, no household would insist that income and
expenses matched for each month or each year; there would be
some funds kept back from the good months to help with the
not-so-good months. Governments should do the same.
Far from a measure of fiscal virtue, an exactly ‘balanced
budget’ is almost a sure sign of political fraud. An accompanying
political legend characterizes any tax as bad, and any payment
from the government as good. As a fiscal straitjacket, this is
almost as effective as the ‘balanced budget’. And just as
thoughtless.

Bribes

Given the limitations of a balanced budget, you might wonder
how any government can afford to bribe its voters. It seems that
the only sort of incentive that the Harper government believes
in is money, however, and this applies to your vote in the 2015
federal general election. The bribery is, of course, financed by
your money, and advertised and promoted (yes, bribes are more
effective if they are marketed) by the government.
To get the maximum incentive effect, the government knows
it should send money frequently and regularly, remind the voter
often that money has been sent or soon will be sent (preferably
both), and be sure that any lump sum payments are dispensed

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 3

The electrochemical process of combining oxygen and
hydrogen in the fuel cell stack creates electricity to power the
vehicle’s electric motor and charge an onboard battery. The only
by-product of the process is pure water vapour, resulting in zero
greenhouse-gas emissions.
The Hyundai Tucson FCEV takes less than 5 minutes to
refuel and has an estimated range of 426 kilometers. The
company has launched a dedicated website to find its first
customer, www.HyundaiHydrogen.ca. The FCEV will be
available to Canadians on a 3-year lease beginning in early 2015
in the Vancouver area.

BCTF Wins Pregnancy Leave Case

The Supreme Court of Canada sided with the BC Teachers’
Federation (BCTF) on November 12 in it’s efforts to defend
pregnancy leave rights. The case stems from a grievance first
filed by BCTF in 2011 after teachers employed by the Surrey
School District were denied parental leave benefits on the basis
that they had already received pregnancy leave. The Court has
now made the unanimous decision that this is discriminatory
against pregnant woman and inconsistent with the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.

Canada Begins Ebola Vaccine Trial

On November 14, Canada’s Minister of Health Rona Ambrose
announced the launch of a Canadian Phase 1 clinical trial for
Canada’s Ebola vaccine. The trial will be led by the Canadian
Immunization Research Network (CIRN) and will take place
in Halifax.
The experimental vaccine is to be tested on a small group of
volunteers in order to assess its safety, determine appropriate
dosage, and identify any possible side effets. The vaccine does
not actually contain a live Ebola virus, eliminating the risk that
participants will contract Ebola through the trials. The vaccine
is the result of over ten years of research and has already
showed promising results in animal research.

Funding Approved For Rosalie’s
Village Project

The CRD has approved the allocation of $400,000 from the
federal Homelessness Partnering Strategy (HPS) for Rosalie’s
Village transitional housing project. This funding will support
three Legacy Units within a 42-unit facility in Saanich. The units
will be available for single mothers with young children, women
who have experienced violence, and older women who do not
qualify for senior’s housing programs.
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul of Vancouver Island
donated the land for the Rosalie’s Village project and has
already raised over $500,000 in donations. They are looking
to the community for an additional $700,000.
‘Rosalie’s Village will provide a home and childcare for atrisk mothers while they work on their plan to independence.
There is no time limit for the residency—for some women it
might be six months for others it might be three years. The most
important aspect is the focus on assisting the women with
independence for themselves and their children, whatever that
might look like’, said Angela Hudson, Executive Director of the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul.

- Patrick Brown

shortly before the election.
That’s what’s behind the latest government announcements
about Universal Child Care Benefits and income splitting.

The Universal Child Care Benefit

If you have children, you are going to be eligible for this carefully
calculated insult on the part of the Harper government.
Theoretically, giving $100 per month for every child six and
under was supposed to contribute to the cost of child care so
that both parents could work. It doesn’t, of course. Not even
when, in 2015, it’s increased to $160 per child for the under-6s,
and $60 for older children up to age 17.
The increases in the Universal Child Care Benefit (UCCB)
for the first six months of 2015 will be sent out as a lump sum
from Ottawa on July 20, 2015—eight weeks before the latest
date (September 13, 2015) an election could be called for the
‘fixed’ election date of October 19, 2015.

Income Splitting
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the past few years. Successive budget documents have not
revealed the reductions in departmental budgets, and the
government has refused to detail them to the Parliamentary
Budget Officer. Additionally, the government has not used some
appropriations (something that does not become clear until well
after the end of the federal fiscal year).

The Cupboard Will Be Bare

Once income splitting and UBBC payments have been given
back to the taxpayers, the Harper calculation is that there is no
way, politically, that they can be reversed. So the reduction in
government is locked in. Some people will remember that this
used to be called austerity—it still is, in Europe.
The neat thing, of course, is that if the Harper government
loses the election, the party that wins will find that the cupboard
is bare. There will be no money available to finance any
promises they made, unless, of course, they are willing to reverse
some of Prime Minister Harper’s bribes, or they are prepared
to give up the idea of a ‘balanced budget’ for a while.
Furthermore, a substantial part of the government’s revenue
currently comes from oil royalties, and these are calculated as a
percentage of the per barrel selling price. And, since the
government made its election calculations, the price of oil has
dropped, quite a lot, resulting in an estimated reduction in oil
tax revenues of some $2.5 billion per year from 2015 on. The
total government budget for 2014 is: revenue: $276.3 billion;
expenditures: $279.2 billion; deficit: $2.9 billion. The difference
is razor thin.
It will be interesting to see what happens to the government’s
‘balanced budget’ if the oil price remains low. 0

Historically, Canada has had progressive taxation of personal
incomes; the more you earn, the higher the percentage you pay
in tax. But Harper-styled conservatives don’t seem to believe in
progressive taxation. They seem to believe in a flat tax, which
means everyone pays the same percentage of their income,
including high income earners (who end up paying less total
tax).
The income splitting proposal, which allows a higher income
spouse to transfer part of his/her income to the lower income
spouse (for tax calculation purposes only) is a way of sneaking
up on flat tax. It reduces the total tax paid by a higher income
family; for most families, the cash will appear in the form of a
partial refund of 2014 taxes, at least eight weeks before the 2015
Did you appreciate this
election is called.
article? Help Island Tides pay
These refunds also reduce the total government revenues
for publishing it. Mail or
from income taxes, which is why this apparently simple change
phone in your contribution today.
will cost the government $2 billion per year or more.

Reductions In Government Services

The many billions of dollars required to pay for income splitting,
the UCCB, and various corporate tax concessions have come
from systematic reductions in federal government services over

<
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Join Our Team

Community Health Workers
Casual Community Health Workers
needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.

Transgender Day of Remembrance

November 20 marked the 16th Transgender Day of
Remembrance. The day is dedicated to the many people who
have experienced violence and harassment based on gender
identity. It is a way of commemorating all victims of gender
identity-based hate and prejudice, and a way of raising
awareness of this important issue.
The Transgender Day of Remembrance began to honour
Rita Hester, who was murdered on November 28, 1998.
Dozens of ceremonies and events were held again this year,
including candlelight vigils, marches, and campaigns to raise
awareness. The names of the many victims who were killed this
past year as a result of gender identity-based hate were read
aloud.
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Certificate; or 1 year nursing education.
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and compensated.
We are especially interested in evening
BOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ
Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in
lieu of benefits

NEB Chair Announces Cross-Canada
Engagement Initiative

Peter Watson, Chair of the National Energy Board (NEB), has
launched a cross-Canada ‘engagement initiative’. Beginning in
early 2015, NEB members and staff will visit every province and
the North in an effort to talk to Canadians about how the NEB
can improve its pipeline safety program and environmental
protection. NEB members plan to meet with interested groups,
municipal and provincial leaders and staff, Aboriginal
organizations, environmental groups, first responders,
academics, and professional and industry organizations.
In addition to the tour, an online discussion forum will be
open to anyone wishing to share their views on pipeline safety
or environmental protection. The forum can be accessed from
the NEB’s website, www.neb-one.gc.ca.

BC’s First European Offshore School

The first European school to join the BC Offshore Schools
Program has been approved in Paris, France. The Canadian
Bilingual School of Paris will begin to offer the BC curriculum
next fall, catering to both French and international students. It
is expected that roughly 130 K-12 students will enroll. The
school is also the first to offer the BC curriculum in both French
and English.

Pull Together Raises Over $250,000

Pull Together, a campaign seeking to raise money to fund First
Nation legal challenges against pipelines, has raised over
$250,000 so far. $36,000 of that was raised in only four days,
through a number of well-attended events in Victoria and
Vancouver. The group is hopeful that they will reach their goal
of $300,000 before the end of the year.

Queen of Oak Bay To Be Upgraded

The first phase of the multi-million dollar three-quarter life
upgrades of Queen of Oak Bay started on November 28. The
vessel’s extensive upgrade will include: critical systems
renewals (piping and equipment); propulsion overhauls and
renewals; electrical distribution upgrades; elevator upgrades;
installation of local application water mist on main engine room
machinery; energy efficiency upgrades including LED lighting
in machinery compartments and HVAC upgrades; large scale
steel renewal; and, regulatory surveys. Queen of Coquitlam is
replacing Queen of Oak Bay while it undergoes changes. 0
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Latest K-M restructure lacks NEB
approval, says Robyn Allan - Patrick Brown
The National Energy Board (NEB) does not
appear to have been advised of the most recent
restructuring of Kinder Morgan’s far-flung
empire. The company, which has a history of
restructuring designed to take advantage of US
and Canadian tax laws, has recently
announced that it will combine its various
entities into one corporation.
Canadian law states that any pipeline
company under the authority of the National
Energy Board is required to obtain approval
from the NEB for any restructuring. According
to a recent report in online news source
Vancouver Observer, Kinder Morgan has not
obtained the necessary approval for its latest
corporate changes, which gives Kinder Morgan
Inc of Houston, Texas, full ownership of all the
pipelines and other assets that have been
developed under Kinder Morgan Energy
Partners LP (Limited Partnership). The $76

billion deal includes the Trans Mountain
pipeline, which was previously under the
control of Kinder Morgan Canada.
Robyn Allan, former CEO of ICBC, cites
Section 74 of the National Energy Board Act,
which says that a pipeline company must not
‘enter into an agreement for amalgamation
with any other company’ without first
obtaining permission from the NEB. The
company is required to make a public
application, and since the August
announcement of restructuring, Allan has
found no evidence of any application. She has
submitted a Notice of Motion to the NEB
requesting that the hearing on the tripling of
Trans Mountain’s capacity be stayed until
Kinder Morgan’s application is received and
dealt with.
KINDER MORGAN, continue in next column —>

Full Home Packages

Purcell Timberframes covers all aspects of home building and design. We provide
full home packages completely installed on your site. Choose from our catalogue
collection or contact us to get started on the custom home design of your dreams.

A seagull enjoys dinner. Just one more Christmas treat?

Saving Taxes

The corporate move is the latest in a long
history of changes, and according to CEO
Richard Kinder, will save the company (and its
shareholders) a total of some $20 billion in
taxes over 14 years. Allan says that the existing
Trans Mountain pipeline, owned by the Kinder
Morgan Energy Partners LP, earns about $170
million per year, resulting in taxes of $1.5
million annually to the Canadian and BC
governments.
The restructuring announcement resulted
in an immediate gain in the share prices of
both the LP and Kinder Morgan Inc. The deal
closed on November 27.
Allan alleges that the transfer of ownership
is not in Canada’s public interest, since not only
does it reduce the taxes payable on behalf of
Trans Mountain, but it also raises doubts as to
the corporate liability for damages in case of a
spill. She notes that Kinder Morgan has
claimed that the increased Trans Mountain
throughput would generate some $355 million
in taxes to the province over six years of
construction and 30 years of operation.
However, she says that Kinder Morgan has
paid an average of only $1.5 million annually
in Canadian taxes in the last five years.

History Of Tax Avoidance

The Praire Arch

The Traditional

The Mountain Modern

The Art and Craft of Shelter
Purcell.com

1.800.665.5574

Nelson BC | Victoria BC

Kinder Morgan’s start originally came from a
tax sheltered limited partnership which was
structured as part of the Enron corporate
empire. The limited partnership was originally
created by Richard Kinder, who was a member
of Enron’s board at the time, and became
Enron Liquids Pipeline LP’s president and
Chief Operating Officer. Kinder was

Happy Holidays!
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responsible for tax avoidance measures that
saved the company $66 million in 1995. In
February, 1997, Kinder and William Morgan
(another former Enron employee) bought the
Pipeline LP from Enron—an insider deal—and
almost immediately took it public. Enron itself
eventually went bankrupt as a result of a
notorious accounting fraud which was
revealed in 2001.
Since 1997, Kinder Morgan Energy
Partners LP has taken advantage of significant
income flow-through provisions in US tax law.
These have resulted in extensive tax savings for
both the company and its shareholders.
By 2007, Kinder Morgan had completely
absorbed Trans Mountain Pipelines. Trans
Mountain became part of the US Limited
Partnership. In the November 2014
restructuring, Trans Mountain’s assets
(significantly revalued for tax purposes) passed
to the ownership of Kinder Morgan Inc.
Allan has also questioned Kinder Morgan’s
claimed economic gains for Canada from the
Trans Mountain Expansion project. Kinder
Morgan has quoted a loss of ‘$50 million a day’
resulting from a lack of any pipeline which
would enable tar sands crude to be sold
offshore, rather than into the now oversupplied
US market. Potential pipelines in this category
are Keystone XL, Northern Gateway, Trans
Mountain, and potentially TransCanada
Pipelines’ Energy East. However, with the
significant drop in oil prices over the last few
weeks, this estimate is now completely
unsupportable; the differential is very small,
and at any rate can be completely accounted
for by differences in crude oil quality and
transportation costs. 0

To our advertisers, writers, photographers & readers …

Thank you for the kind words, encouragement, and interest in Island Tides this year. We have very much
enjoyed talking to readers on the phone. We have also enjoyed receiving your wonderful letters and
cards. Since April we have collected a folder of them about 3 inches thick! Lots of you have been
letting us know how much you appeciate our in-depth and succinct news. You tell us you don’t
find it anywhere else, and you tell us how much you appreciate a print newspaper. Island Tides will be
back in mailboxes up and down the Salish Sea on Thursday, January 22, 2015.
Island Tides is a social enterprise. It draws islanders together in a way which profits them and their
communities.The most effective way for readers to ensure that Island Tides continues to have lots of newspacked pages is to pay an annual ‘subscription’ for the newspaper which you already pick-up or receive in
the mail. Our suggested annual $30 is a modest place to start, but consider sending an amount of your
choice to help us cover the costs of staffing, production, printing, postage, delivery, news-gathering,
research, writing, editing, photography, computers, internet, office equipment, etc.

Island Tides is worth paying for!

This edition is the start of Island Tides 26th year (ever since 1989). It’s a great time for you to send your 2015
annual voluntary subscription to keep your unique regional newspaper on the press and in the boxes. Voluntary
subscriptions work best if all our readers pitch in. Many people tell us they keep meaning to send their
voluntary subscription—if you have ever thought that, now is the time to do it. Not only that, tell your
friends and neighbours you did. It will remind them. Just ten times as many people as are currently
sending voluntary subscriptions would pay our annual costs.
Mail your annual voluntary subscription to: Island Tides, Box 55, Pender Island, V0N 2M0,
or email your phone number to islandtides@islandtides.com and we will call back after January 14
for your VISA/Mastercard—and then we can say ‘thank you’ in person.
Thanks again to those of you who have made voluntary subscriptions previously or have made a crowd fund
donation this year. Together you really made a difference to the amount of news.
— All the very best, Christa Grace-Warrick
www.islandtides.com

