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Fresh voices on
Galiano and
Island Trust-wide

A New ‘Alliance’
to Support the
Islands Trust
Another new group of concerned
citizens from across the southern Gulf
Islands has formed to support the
‘preserve and protect’ goals of the
Islands Trust Act. The inauguration of
Gulf Islands Alliance was announced at
Islands Trust Council in Victoria on
December 9.
‘We want to ensure the full
TRUST SUPPORT, please turn to page 6
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Winter comes to sandstone galleries at Retreat Cove, Galiano Island.

Breakthrough Green vote in London North Centre; Dion’s green
Liberal breakthrough ~ Patrick Brown
Green Party leader Elizabeth May finished a
strong second in the November 27 London North
Centre federal by-election, capturing 25.8% of the
vote and trailing Liberal Glen Pearson by only
9.1%. The Ontario by-election demonstrated that
the Green Party platform and May’s style of
leadership appeal to a substantial number of
London voters.
This Green breakthrough in a Liberal
stronghold (the seat has been Liberal for 18 years)
has had an immediate and significant impact on
the national political scene; the green message
being sent by the electorate may have been a
factor in Stephane Dion’s win as new Liberal
leader at their December 2 Convention.

Leadership candidate Dion was Environment
Minister in the Martin government and a strong
supporter of Kyoto. His leadership campaign
heavily emphasized environmental issues,
particularly climate change. London elected MP
Glen Pearson, had endorsed Dion in the Liberal
leadership race. Dion visited London during the
election.

Election Results
In London North Centre, it’s hardly surprising that
the by-election was won by Liberal Glen Pearson;
longtime Liberal MP Joe Fontana was an
institution (he had resigned to pursue a bid for
London’s mayor). Pearson garnered 13,285 votes,
some 34.9% of those cast. What was interesting

was that winner Pearson endorsed planks of the
Green Party platform in his campaign.
May finished a remarkably strong second,
with 9,845 votes. Her 25.8% showing beat the
Conservative candidate, former mayor Dianne
Haskett, by 518 votes, and the NDP’s Megan
Walker by 4,480 votes.
Compared to the January 2006 general
election, the Green Party took votes from all the
other parties; the Green share of the vote
quintupled from 5.4% to 25.8%; the Liberals share
was cut from 40.1% to 34.9%; the Conservatives
dropped from 29.9% to 23.8%, and the NDP
ELECTIONS, please turn to page 3

TILMA: the Trojan horse ~ ‘Island Tides’ Special Report by Patrick Brown
The Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) between
British Columbia and Alberta, signed last April in Edmonton, could be a
'Trojan horse’ to create an opportunity for the addition of property rights to
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, a key part of Canada’s constitution.
This would trigger a massive change in Canadian law and government.
Until recently, the Agreement has received scant attention in the two
provinces involved, and even less across Canada. The low-key government
explanations so far published have centred on ‘regulatory harmonization’
between the two provinces to ease the ability of individuals and businesses
based in one province to do business in the other; and on government
procurement regulations which would open bidding on contracts at virtually
all government levels to proposals from the other province.
All of this, it has been said, is backed up by a well-defined procedure for
dispute settlement, culminating in a three-person non-elected, non-judicial
panel that would have the power to exact penalties up to $5 million per case.

Property Rights Supreme
But little has been mentioned about TILMA’s provision for any investor to
challenge ‘any matter regarding the interpretation or application of this
agreement’ which an investor may characterize as operating ‘to restrict or
impair’ trade, investment or labour mobility.
There are few regulations or pieces of legislation, provincial or municipal,
which could not be seen under some circumstances as restricting
investment. This would clearly include land-use regulations, provincial or
municipal, and provides a mechanism for massive deregulation. The effect
is to establish a basis for the exercise of untrammeled ‘property rights.’
TILMA allows some exceptions, but even in those areas, measures may
still be challenged if they are ‘more trade restrictive than necessary’ to
accomplish the stated objective. (A ‘measure’ is broadly defined as any
‘legislation, regulation, standard, directive, requirement, guideline,
program, policy, administrative practice or other procedure’.)
TILMA, please turn to page 2

Happy Holidays & An Exciting New Year from Everyone at Island Tides ...
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Four enterprising women on Galiano
have taken on a huge task, the
publication of a newsletter giving voice
to ideas and opinions on Galiano. The
publication has a particular theme; the
current review of Galiano’s Forest
Bylaws. Helena Chambers, Pam Frier,
Cheryl Bastedo and Sue Turner’s
mission statement is, ‘Galiano is at a
crossroads. Decisions will be made in
the near future about land use issues
that will affect every aspect of our
experience of Galiano. Our purpose is to
open up communication and establish a
dialogue in the community … there is a
need for truthful, transparent sharing of
information in an attempt to reexamine
the long held beliefs held by members of
the Galiano community. ’
Galiano Voices, which is bulk-mailed
to Island addresses, does not side-step
important issues and differences and
even adds a little humour. Its second
edition, out November 29, has an
analysis of the impacts of the recent
Private Managed Forest Land Act,
legislation which has wider relevance
that Galiano alone. Luckily, Galiano
Voices can now be downloaded at
www.galianovoices.shawbiz.ca. If you
wonder what’s happening on Galiano
it’s well worth the read. For Galianoites
who missed theirs in the mail this time,
check store counters or contact one of
the editors.
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12
TU
MA

0256
1103
1848
2308

4.6
11.2
6.2
6.9

1.4
3.4
1.9
2.1

20
WE

13
WE

0334
1123
1912

5.9
10.8
5.2

1.8
3.3
1.6
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TH
JE

0657
1145
1410
2240
0732
1229
1452
2320

11.8
10.5
10.8
0.3
11.8
10.5
10.8
0.3
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TH

0158
0420
1142
1936
0346
0538
1201
2002

7.2
7.2
10.8
4.3

2.2
2.2
3.3
1.3
2.6
2.5
3.2
1.0
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10.2
10.5

3.6
3.2
3.3
0.1
3.6
3.2
3.3
0.1
3.6
3.1
3.2
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SA

0001
0837
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1630

0.7
11.8
9.8
10.2
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9.2
10.5
2.6
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SU
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1511
1729
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0946
1306
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10.2
9.8
10.5
2.0

2.9
2.8
3.2
0.8
3.1
3.0
3.2
0.6

25
MO

10.8
10.2
10.5
1.3

3.3
3.1
3.2
0.4
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TU
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0937
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1004
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1.0
11.8
9.2
9.2
2.0
11.8
8.2
8.5
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10.5
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0.7

3.5
3.2
3.2
0.2
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TU
MA

0622
1053
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8.5
8.2
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3.3
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SA

DI
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MA

ME

0250
1030
1749
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0.2
3.6
3.0
3.1
0.3
3.6
2.8
2.8

3.0
11.8
6.9
7.5

0.6
3.6
2.5
2.6
0.9
3.6
2.1
2.3

4.6
11.8
5.2
7.2

1.4
3.6
1.6
2.2
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Electoral boundaries
commission wraps up
initial consultations

Langford Councillor
Denise Blackwell elected
CRD Chair

British Columbia’s Electoral Boundaries Commission appreciates
the submissions it has received and heard during 34 consultation
sessions around BC, says Commission Chair Bruce Cohen.
‘Between mid-September and the end of November, we
visited communities throughout the province, we listened to the
information citizens gave us and we carefully documented that
input,’ Cohen said. ‘Now we will begin the detailed process of
considering the feedback, reviewing the maps and developing
boundary recommendations.’
More than 500 people attended consultation sessions across
the province—from Nelson to Fort Nelson, Surrey to Smithers
and Port Hardy to Prince George.
The commission’s preliminary report must be filed with the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly by August 15 next year. The
commission will hold public hearings in the fall of 2007 on the
boundaries proposed in the preliminary report. The final report
must be delivered to the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in
February, 2008.
The BC Electoral Boundaries Commission’s website
(www.bc-ebc.ca) lists the comments made via the website and at
the public consultation sessions. It also includes copies of the
commission’s presentation to each consultation session. The site
also has survey results from three questions about electoral
boundaries asked of over 1,500 random participants in a BC
Stats/Service BC survey. 

After a tie-breaker vote Langford Councillor, Denise Blackwell
was declared Capital Regional District chair. The result came
after two tied votes of the CRD Board between Denise Blackwell
and the former chair Alan Lowe. Esquimalt Mayor Chris
Clements was acclaimed as vice-chair.
‘I am very pleased with the results, I feel my experience as
vice-chair during the past year will serve me well in my new
position,’ said Blackwell, ‘ I look forward to moving forward
with innovative solutions to the challenges facing the region.’
Denise Blackwell is a long time resident of Langford and has
served on its council since 1992. She is the chair of the Parks and
Recreation Committee, vice-chair of the Affordable Housing
and Langford Beautification and Festival committees.
Councillor Blackwell also sits on the Langford Emergency Plan
Executive, Protective Services and Transportation, and Public
Works Committees. She was also chair of the CRD Regional
Hospital Board during 2006, vice-chair Chris Clements will now
be appointed to this position.
‘I would like to thank outgoing CRD Chair Alan Lowe who
has done an exemplary job of leading the board through this
year of change,’ said Blackwell. ‘I am committed to continuing
with our new strategic direction and ensuring that we have
processes which are both inclusive and open. I look forward to
the challenge of delivering on major initiatives such as sewage
treatment.’ 

Gabriola Island LTC enforcing water sales bylaws
In a move to enforce its land use regulations regarding home
occupations, the Gabriola Island Local Trust Committee has
initiated legal proceedings against Debra and Dan Foley of Gabriola
Island, who conduct business as ‘Summer Rain.’ The move was
supported by the Islands Trust Executive Committee earlier this
month, when it agreed to fund the legal costs of the action.
‘Gabriola’s land use bylaws don’t permit unregulated water
sales to take place as part of a home occupation,’ says David
Marlor, the Islands Trust’s acting co-director of local planning
services and the Trust’s staff member responsible for
supervising bylaw enforcement.
‘There is concern in the community about the impacts of the
sale of groundwater on neighbouring wells, and there were
complaints about this operation,’ Marlor said. ‘Someone who
wants to operate such a business does have the option of
applying for a Temporary Commercial Use Permit, provided
they can provide credible evidence that their operation will not
have a significantly negative impact on their neighbours’ wells.
As BC is currently the only province that doesn’t regulate
groundwater, the Local Trust Committee has established these
land use regulations, in part, to protect local wells from the
impacts of commercial-scale water withdrawals from local
aquifers. The Islands Trust Council continues to encourage the
TILMA from page 1
With ‘property’ defined broadly, the issue has been cited by
its proponents as one of ‘economic freedom’, with business able
to challenge any regulatory measure. Or as Alberta
Intergovernmental Affairs Minister Gary Mar told the
Richmond Chamber of Commerce, ‘everything Canadian
business asked for.’

Property Rights and the Charter
The basis of Canadian property rights lies in the English
common law tradition, and the Magna Carta of 1215, the British
Bill of Rights (1689), and the 1960 Canadian Bill of Rights: the
individual has a right to the enjoyment of his property and ‘the
right not to be deprived thereof except by due process of law.’
This ‘due process’ clause is held to guarantee a fair procedure.
But property rights were not included in the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. Since property law is constitutionally a
provincial matter, a number of provinces were concerned that
the entrenchment of property rights in the charter would
threaten their authority to legislate land use, native land claims,
etc. Objections were also raised in the House of Commons by the
NDP, and after some debate and political maneuvering, a
proposal was dropped.
As a result, while the law recognizes the right to the
enjoyment of property, and the necessity of ‘due process’ in
dealing with that right, it does not provide a legal remedy for the
application of legislation or regulations that may limit that right.
The law does implicitly require that compensation must be paid
in the case of outright expropriation, but not in the case of a
regulatory restriction of private property. This latter point has
been considered by the courts and rejected as being beyond the
provisions of ‘due process.’

US Property Rights and ‘Takings’ Law
The significant feature of US property rights law is found in the
final clauses of the Fifth Amendment to the US Constitution:
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or

province to establish groundwater regulations so that these sorts
of issues can be dealt with at the provincial level.’
In accordance with Islands Trust policies regarding bylaw
investigations and enforcement, enforcement actions are
primarily triggered when the Islands Trust receives complaints
from community members that indicate that individuals or
corporations are not complying with the land use regulations that
have been adopted by their locally-elected representatives. Efforts
are then made to investigate complaints, educate violators and
obtain voluntary compliance with a community’s bylaws. In most
cases, violators have a variety of options, including ceasing or
amending their operations, or applying for variances or required
permits. Islands Trust staff estimate that over 90% of its bylaw
investigation files are resolved before legal action is required and
until now, every Gabriola bylaw complaint has been resolved
without having to resort to the courts. Court action is only taken
after other avenues to achieve compliance have failed.
To date, Islands Trust bylaw enforcement staff has been
unsuccessful in obtaining ‘Summer Rain’s’ agreement to comply
voluntarily with community bylaws regarding unlawful water
sales, or to apply for a permit that could legalize the operation. A
court injunction would require ‘Summer Rain’ to cease its
unlawful sales of water, or risk a charge of contempt of court. 

otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the
land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any
person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any
criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process
of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use,
without just compensation.
This includes the requirement for due process, but also
makes explicit the requirement for compensation. Over the
years, US courts have interpreted ‘property’ as having a broader
meaning than merely real estate, and ‘takings’ as including
restrictions on the use of property which either took all or part of
it for public use, or restricted it to the point where it could not be
used for the owner’s intended purpose.
The US constitution, however, requires that such law also be
administered by the states, and thus the states have the right to
place their own interpretation on ‘takings.’

Oregon & the Takings Law
In the 2004 election, the State of Oregon passed (by 61%) a
ballot initiative, Measure 37, which required that government
pay compensation to landowners for ‘regulatory takings.’
‘Regulatory takings’ referred primarily to zoning and subdivision
regulations, and excluded public health and safety regulations.
Oregon had developed, over the years, a land-use regulation
regime that was far more comprehensive than that of any other
state, and operated at both state and local levels. Proponents of
Measure 37, which was largely financed and organized by outof-state interests, cited a few atypical cases as evidence that
Oregon’s land use laws were unfair to property owners.
Measure 37 required that governments either compensate
landowners when land use restrictions reduce the value of their
TILMA, please turn to facing page
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Littoral: Tales from the Big Island ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Nanaimo-Cowichan Greens Prepare
for Election
Election fever is in the air now that the federal Liberals have a
new leader. ‘Plant seeds before the election campaign, allow
them to grow, and then harvest them at election time.’ So said
Matt Takach, BC organizer for the federal Green Party, guest
speaker at the Nanaimo-Cowichan Green Party’s recent AGM.
The local Greens, with their new name, new constitution and
new executive are gearing up for the next federal election
expected in the spring. Takach called his talk ‘EDA 101,’
outlining how electoral district associations can build up their
membership and have fun doing it. ‘Who are the 3,000 people
who voted for us in this riding? You need to find out who your
supporters are,’ he said. The Greens have lots of allies, but
they’re not so good at getting out their votes, he reminded his
audience. ‘It’s important to be active between elections.’

Shawnigan Lake Wants Own Council
Some 400 residents of Shawnigan Lake are seeking funds from
the Ministry of Community Services to prepare a feasibility
study on forming their own town council. Their first meeting on
November 27 was cancelled—due to inclement weather. A
decade ago a referendum was held on whether to incorporate
Shawnigan Lake, Mill Bay and Cobble Hill. It was defeated.
Preserving and controlling the watershed is the main reason the
group wants to incorporate, especially in light of the current
trend of virtually unrestricted logging and development in the
area. Applying for the grant under the Community
Infrastructure Planning Program is no easy process. There are 14
steps that must be taken from contacting the ministry to indicate
that there is community support for an incorporation study to
forming a committee, from approval for ministry assistance
through presentation of the final study for public discussion and
input, to first municipal election on a date set out in the Letters
Patent. A spokesman at the Ministry of Community Services
says that while such an application has been received, he cannot
speculate on the outcome of the request.

Infrastructure Grants
The Ministry of Community Services announced at the end of
October that Infrastructure Planning grants of $7,000–$10,000
had been awarded to Bowen Island, Campbell River, Comox,
Nanaimo, Sechelt, Sidney and Ucluelet. Storm water
management and upgrades headed the list of requests. Several
Regional Districts were also awarded grants for infrastructure
ELECTIONS from page 1
dropped from 23.7% to 14.1%.
The Green Party did particularly well in the southeastern part
of the riding, which was formerly NDP dominated; and at polls
at the University of Western Ontario.

First Past The Post & Strategic Voting
But with first-past-the-post voting, the rule for federal elections,
some voters still found themselves thinking strategically. One
voter said he was afraid that the ‘small-l-liberal’ vote would be
split between Pearson, May, and Walker, and that a vote for May
wouldn’t have been enough to make sure she won, but would
have been enough to help Haskett win. So he voted for Pearson.

‘We Are Electable’
Said May, the day after the election: ‘We are electable. We have
a full party. The Green Party really has arrived. We can be taken
seriously as a credible political alternative.’
According to reports, May easily won the all-candidates
debates; one observer said ‘…May crushed them all. Sharp,
funny, great concrete examples when answering questions.’
May does not live in London, and has not yet announced a
decision as to where she will run in the next federal election,
expected in the spring. But accused of being an interloper, she
told a London audience, ‘I’m not a parachute candidate; I arrived
by train.’
During the campaign, both the Liberals and the NDP had given
TILMA from previous page
property, or waive the restrictions and reinstate
the rights that property owners had when they
bought their land. This has become known as
the ‘pay or waive’ system. Since the initiative
became law, Oregon has recorded 2,700 claims
for compensation, 85% by land developers. The
claims covered 143,000 acres, and their
claimed dollar value was over $4 billion. State
and local governments have been unable to pay
or contest such claims, and so have in nearly all
cases waived the contested regulations. Part of
the difficulty was evaluating the legitimacy of
the claimed amounts, since these tended to be
one-time estimates of values on the current real
estate market.
As a result, the state’s land use planning has
become largely ineffective, leading to
indecision and unpredictability for both rural
and urban property owners.

Gulf Islands Historical
Federation branch meets
on Saturna

including the Alberni-Clayoquot airport and an integrated storm
water management plan for East Roberts Creek, Elphinstone
and West Howe Sound.
Interestingly, Roberts Creek declared itself the ‘Gumboot
Nation’ over 20 years ago, choosing cannabis sativa as its
national flower emblem. Most Creekers keep their tongue firmly
planted in their cheeks.

Saturna Islander Sandi Crowley is the new vice president of
the Gulf Islands Branch, BC Heritage Foundation. The intersland group met at Saturna community hall on November 25.
Guest speaker was Bill Schermbrucker, who with the help of the
Community Club, has produced two books about Saturna
Islanders: The Campbells of Saturna and Saturna in the 1920s
and Other Recollections: Interviews with Walter Bavis.
Currently Schermbrucker is working with Gloria Manzano on a
book about her family on Saturna.
Bill’s topic for the meeting was ‘Conducting an Oral
Interview.’ Using as guinea-pigs, Jim and Lorraine Campbell,
who were in the audience, he gave examples of ‘how to’ and ‘how
not to’ interview subjects.
President of the branch, Galiano’s Andrew Loveridge,
commented that Saturna might consider regular meetings to
create more historical documentation and gather artifacts.
Saturna is one of the few Islands without a museum. 

Qualicum Water Conference
The themes of privatization, conservation, sustainability and
commodification attracted 450 delegates to the ‘Our Water Our
Future’ conference at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre last
month. Among the speakers were academics, elected officials
and activists who have worked to defend public water, the
integrity of public watersheds and public participation in water
governance. Mexican water activist, Claudia Campero Arena
shared stories of the harsh realities of water privatization in
Mexico and Latin American countries. In describing her
involvement in the present international organizing drive to
push back against water privateers, she urged participants in her
workshop to engage in protecting public water in their
communities and make it accessible to all. The conference also
featured tours of a creek restoration project and a watershed.
Organized by the Oceanside Coalition for Strong
Communities, with key support from CUP, Island Water Watch
and many other local organizations, the conference attracted
local and provincial politicians including NDP MLAs for
Nanaimo, Alberni-Qualicum, and Vancouver Hastings. The
Mayor of Ladysmith, Robert Hutchins, and the Mayor of
Qualicum Beach, Teunis Westbroek, also attended. Looking on
were representatives from EPCOR, the company that purchased
the French Creek water system and hold P3 contracts in Port
Hardy and Sooke.

Comox Valley Project Watershed
Seeks Skilled Board Members
You may not be a water activist, but if you’re interested in
protecting watersheds in the Comox Valley, the Valley’s Project
Watershed Society wants to hear from you. Presently at a
crossroads, according to its chair, Don Castleden, the only way to
move into the society’s next phase is with the assistance of skilled
and enthusiastic new people.
Project Watershed’s last dozen years have been spent in
public education, and supporting the development of a number
LITTORAL, please turn to page 7
clear signs of recognizing the Green Party threat. Liberal candidate
Pearson was quoted on November 16: ‘I have spoken to Elizabeth
May and I am adopting some of the Green Party platform.’ Sensing
trouble, the NDP put out a last-ditch flyer just prior to the vote:
‘Thinking of voting for the Green Party … think carefully.’
The Green Party vote share in London was the highest ever in
a federal election. The previous best was in 2004, when Andrew
Lewis won 16.7% of the vote in Saanich-Gulf Islands.
Commenting on Stephane Dion’s Liberal leadership victory,
Lewis wondered ‘if the Dion win is part of the London byelection fall out; Liberals are waking up to the green movement
and Dion had the best green platform.’
The Toronto Star commented: ‘When the voters of London
North Centre handed the Liberals a victory and second place to
the Green Party, they were telegraphing a message about what
works at the polls: a combination of Liberal humility and strong
environmentalism.’

Liberal Jump in Polling May Reflect
Higher Profile of Environmental Issues

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Doreen
Leslie Cameron of Victoria,
B.C., intends to make application
to the Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
License-Residential/Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown Land located at Secret
Island, Cowichan District,
British Columbia.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1413882.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 - 2080 Labieux Rd.,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until Feb 3, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/index.html under Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information
for
more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau's regional
office.

Take notice that William
Keith Machin and Shelagh
Marie Machin of Victoria, B.C.,
intend to make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a LicenseResidential/Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located at Gossip Island,
Cowichan District, British
Columbia.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1413881.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 - 2080 Labieux Rd.,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until January 11, 2007.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website
at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/index.html under Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information
for
more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau's regional
office.

The increasing importance of environmental issues to
Canadians has been highlighted in polls taken before and after
the Liberal leadership convention.
In October, a ‘Strategic Counsel’ nation-wide poll, carried out
for the Globe & Mail and CTV, gave both the Liberals and

GOSSIP
ISLAND

SITE
PREVOST ISLAND

SITE

SECRET ISLAND
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FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Six More States
In the 2006 elections, similar ballot initiatives
were proposed in six western states:
Washington, Arizona, California, Idaho,
Montana, and Nevada, backed by the same
interests that promoted the Oregon proposal.
The initiatives in Nevada and Montana were
ruled out by the courts for infractions of the
laws on initiatives. In Washington, Idaho, and
California they were defeated by voters;
Arizona passed its initiative amidst some
(deliberate) confusion over the actual issue.
The real issue, of course, was untrammeled
land development, aided by an attitude best
expressed by a Montana resident: ‘Personally,
I think government works better with a broken
leg.’

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:
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(250) 386-7643
NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Lanternfest: A New Years Eve Magic Journey
y first experience of Pender Island’s Magic Lake
Lantern Festival was four days after my young family
and I became residents of North Pender in 2003.
Without knowing anybody, or what to expect of the event, we
stumbled along in the dark on New Year’s Eve, following the
crowd’s attention as it turned with the unfolding pageant.
Emerging from a quiet procession of Islanders with handmade lanterns, was a vast cast of torch-lit characters, ready to act
out the drama of the yearly cycle; ending and beginning anew. As
well as the majesty of the giant puppets and the grace of the
cosmic stilt walkers, my attention was quite taken with the
murmur of the people all
around me, clustered in small
groups. Greetings interrupting
conversations, warm clouds of
breath above thermos’s of hot
drinks, laughter, stamping of
feet, children balancing their
lanterns weaving between legs;
it appeared to me that most of
Pender Island had come out at
near freezing temperatures not
merely to be entertained, but to
play a part in a social
community ritual, based on
creation and light, on time and
transformation.
The next year we attended
the festival with our own social
PHOTO: KELLY IRVING
circle. Sitting in roadside frontseats we were dazzled by the exhilarating fire show performed by
Victoria’s Primal Fire. With twirling patterns of poi, fire sticks
and stilts, skirts and fingers of flame, the fire swirled across the
road in heat and light, spraying the ground beneath and the air
above in reckless abandon. Testing our nerves, the fire theme of
that year’s pageant took us within inches of summer.
‘The Lantern Festival has brought professionals to the Island
to give workshops in areas that people here might not otherwise
have an opportunity to learn. For example, the stilt walkers—
‘We’ve had kids learn those stilts for 7 years,’ says this year’s
production manager Sue Kronen. Sue who has been involved
every year adds, ‘all these people come together, working
together with whatever they can do to put on this one-hour

M
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~ Wendi Lopatecki

show. Nobody needs to have any special talent, just a willingness
to contribute.’
I had a whole new role myself in 2005. Through the friends I
had made, I was asked if I would like a performing role, a
dancing role, as the north wind. Of course, I couldn’t resist—I
was fully intrigued about the spirited people putting so much
energy into the community festival. Rehearsing in the week
proceeding December 31, I discovered a dynamic and intricate
web of creativity buzzing at the community hall, the festival’s
main production centre. Islanders from everywhere, including
Mayne and Salt Spring, were busy sewing and repairing
LATERNFEST PUPPET PROCESSION costumes, refitting the giant
puppets of the Summer Queen
and the Winter King onto the
shoulders of this year’s bearers.
Masks and flags were being
painted and festooned. Families
and intense artists huddled over
lanterns-in-the making, dripping
with glue and paper.
As the pieces came together,
so did the connections, diverse
and familiar, until it seemed that
our performance was not so
much as a show but a ritual to be
witnessed. Boundaries fell away
as we gathered on the darkening
roadside, nervously nearing our
cues. The peaceful bobbing
lanterns welcomed us as the
procession began, and the towering puppets of the great Owl and
the Orca Whale, Mother Earth and Father Time led us into a
universal yet local sanctuary.
As I watched some of the kids circling on stilts as stars and
planets, I was inspired to imagine my own children grow into
their roles in the coming years. It is in this way that the lantern
festival can accommodate every small hand and voice of the
community and reflect back to us the story of our collective
creativity.
I am not yet sure what my role will be this year, perhaps
behind the screen of the shadow play or in the seat of a lighted
LANTERN FESTIVAL, please turn to next page

Readers’ Letters
Please send your 2007
Voluntary Subscription
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your
Island mailbox or if you pick it up from one
of our 70 free boxes across the Gulf of
Georgia, Victoria or Nanaimo, you can show
your support and appreciation by sending a
voluntary subscription of
($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of
you who sent subscriptions—and keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!

CRD Should Help Eliminate Fallow
Deer on Mayne
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to CRD Director Susan
DeGryp and sent to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Dear Editor:
I write you after reading the Times Colonist November 16 article,
(p.B3) about the eradication of American bull frogs program in
the CRD.
As you probably know, this program is being funded by the
CRD, who gave $15,000, and the Water Commissioner, who also
gave $15,000. These funds were given because the American
bullfrog is a voracious invasive species.
On Mayne Island we also have a voracious invasive species: the
Fallow deer (Dama dama). Their presence here is the result of a
Fallow deer farm, from which deer have escaped. By this time their
feral population on Mayne is estimated at 200, plus or minus.
No vegetation is exempt from their diet. What this means is
that they are destroying natural flora, including young trees (and
older ones, by stripping off the bark), as well as cultivated hay
and alfalfa fields. What we need, and quickly, is an organized
eradication program.
Denuded Sidney Island is an example of the devastating
effect these animals can have.
Since the CRD obviously recognizes invasive species as a
problem and are willing to address it, I would urge you to request
your fellow directors to undertake a similar program for the
Fallow deer on Mayne Island.
Bill Bender, Mayne Island

Suspension of Democracy
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to Her Majesty the Queen
and sent to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Your Majesty:
I am writing to you, with all due respect, as a grandmother and
Canadian citizen who has been concerned about the terrible
deforestation of my province, British Columbia, for many years.
In the past our provincial governments have done little to curtail
this rapid destruction of our public forests and watershed, but
never before have we citizens been faced with the refusal of our

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

provincial government to sit in the Legislature at all. Premier
Gordon Campbell has arbitrarily cancelled the fall sitting of our
people’s legislature.
We citizens pay for our provincial government. We pay for
the politicians salaries, including those of the premier, and for
the operation and upkeep of the parliament buildings, but if the
legislature does not sit to hear the people’s concerns then we in
effect, have no government. Gordon Campbell has simply
cancelled the government of British Columbia. And this lack of
provincial government comes at a time when we have faced, and
are still facing, weather related crises due to climate change that
has, in part, been exacerbated by the rapid deforestation in
Canada, particularly in British Columbia.
As the offices of Your Majesty, that is, your representatives
here in Canada play the most important role of facilitating the
smooth transition of prime ministers and offices of state at
election time so that there is no time in Canada when
government is not in place, would you please, as titular head of
Canada, intervene in this situation in British Columbia and
assume the reins of provincial government until an election can
be called to restore our provincial government? I, along with
countless others, would be most grateful.
Betty Krawczyk, Vancouver

Change of Direction
Dear Editor:
Now that changes have been made in both the federal Liberal
and Alberta provincial Progressive Conservative leaderships it is
time to look at changing the leaders of our provincial Liberal
Party.
Many of us Liberals who left the Party and want to return
desire a new leader with new ideas, one who shows a more
compassionate side.
Premier Campbell, when he cancelled the fall session of the
legislature, demonstrated that he and his cabinet have run out of
ideas and aren’t that concerned about the day-to-day life of the
citizens of BC.
We desperately need someone in charge who will initiate a
LETTERS, please turn to page 6
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Until Sat, Dec 30

Wed to Fri, December 27 to 29

Comox Valley Art Gallery 32nd Christmas Craft Fair—
original designs, handmade works in pottery, jewellery, wood,
glass, ornaments, specialty foods and more • CVAG Gift Shop, 580
Duncan Avenue • DEC: daily 10am–5pm, except Sunday
11am–4pm • Free admission •
Info: 250-338-6211,
www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com • IN COURTENAY

Lantern-Making Workshops—come get ready for the Lantern
Festival, fix up your old lantern or make a new one; new lanterns
take three hours & Margaret Alpen will help you design & build it
(if this is your plan, please arrive on time & expect to stay the full
three hours), mask-making will also take place on Thursday; hall
concession open for refreshments • Community Hall • 10am–1pm
• Drop in, by donation • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat, Dec 16 to New Year’s Eve
Holiday Live Music Shows—all shows include surprise
musical guests; DEC 16: Tamara Nile’s ‘Home for the Holidays’,
$3; DEC 21: Peter Dent’s ‘Solstice Sing-Along’; DEC 23: Carolyn
Mark’s ‘Big Country Christmas Hoe-Down’, $5; DEC 29: Corbin
Murdoch & the Nautical Miles, $5; DEC 31: ‘Puttin on the Ritz’,
DJ Fox, no cover • Galiano Grand Central, 2470 Sturdies Bay
Road • Info: www.grandcentral.ca or 250-539-9885 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Sunday, December 17
Galiano Island Books Author
Reading & Signing with Meg Tilly—
Meg Tilly will read from fictional novels
‘Singing
Songs’
&
‘Gemma’—a
controversial, brave look at child abuse
(50% of author’s royalties donated to children who are victims of
abuse); refreshments available • Bellhouse Inn • 3pm • Advance
tickets (space is limited): $12, proceeds to IWAV (Island Women
Against Violence) • Info/Tickets: Galiano Island Books, 250-5393340 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT!
250-629-3660

Thursday, December 28
Galiano Island Books Author Reading &
Signing with Terri Jentz—Terri Jentz will
read from her biography ‘Strange Piece of
Paradise’ on her return to the American West
to investigate her own attempted murder &
solve the riddle of herself; refreshments
available • Galiano Island Books, 76 Madrona
Drive • 3:30pm • Info: Galiano Island Books,
250-539-3340 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sunday, December 31

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Pender Community Church after the recent
snowstorm.

New Year’s Mardi Gras—Come celebrate New Year’s with
friends and Pender Island musicians: Denny and friends, Les Lost
& The Navigators, Lester Quitzau, and The O’Reilly Family Band;
bring potluck munchies to share, cash bar and concession •
Community Hall • 9pm—1 am • Admission: $18 advance at
Talisman and Southridge, $20 at the door, Teens $10, Under 12
free • Info: 250-629 -3669 • ON PENDER ISLAND

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

Monday, January 1
Polar Bear Swim—recognition certificates for swimmers,
hotdogs, smokies and hot chocolate available, music by Pender
Highlanders Pipe Band, organized with the help of the
Firefighters, Coast Guard Auxiliary and Lou Henshaw • Port
Browning Marina • Splashdown 1–1:30pm • ON PENDER
ISLAND

BOB BURGESS

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

LANTERN FESTIVAL frompage 4
kayak floating with the
dragon, or possibly at the
elbow of Mother Earth.
‘The festival has evolved.
In the past we could never get
enough people to participate.
Now it’s in transition because
a lot of the original people are
moving on, and we’re getting a
lot of new contributors,’
concludes Sue. With the new
visions of an evolving group of
festival organizers, there will
also be fresh elements and
new roles to fill; different
perspective of the familiar
story and a new group of
Islanders with whom to
connect. 
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Thank you &
Happy Holidays
from The Fishery Afloat.
The crew is grateful to all our patrons
on Mayne, Pender and Galiano for
your support this past year.
A special thanks to Marilyn and Dave
at Montague Marina and Tara and
all the staff of Poets Cove.

Have a Merry
Fishmas

PHOTO: KELLY IRVING

CD & Book Reviews ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Salish Sea Concert Fall-out
hicago-born percussionist Marco
Zonka says he’s used to snow and
cold. Raging wind, blinding rain
and freezing temperatures are nothing
new to him. Which is just as well since
he’s hibernating on Gabriola Island this
winter. Nor is he waiting till he sees his
shadow February 2 to exit his cave; he’s
hard at work composing, arranging and
producing a new CD and preparing to
take a group to the Academy of Indian
Classical Music in Varanasi next February. Participants will study
traditional Varanasi gharana music taught by master sitarists and
vocalists Pandit Shivnath Mishra and son Deobrat Mishra.
Readers may remember the Mishras playing the Strait of
Georgia in July (see Island Tides, July 13, 2006) with Zonka on
tabla and Gabriola’s Felicity Gerwing on tamboura.
On Gabriola, Zonka and Gerwing have joined forces with
guest wind player Randy Mead on a CD they call Solterre, a
compilation of solstice and Christian winter music.
Gerwing had the idea for a new interpretation of Christmas
music long before she met Zonka. When Gerwing discovered
he’d studied classical Indian and Persian music, it seemed a
natural collaboration. And as Zonka puts it, ‘There’s a hunger for
something fresh in the repertoire. Christmas has all sorts of
emotional landmines. It needs some approach from a different
tradition that puts it into a different dimension.’ And solstice, of
course, embraces multi-ethnic traditions. ‘It’s the longest,
darkest night of winter, yet it also celebrates the return of the
light,’ Zonka says.
Together Marco and Felicity have adapted tirana, a singing
style from Northern India that uses drum language, layering it
with traditional Celtic and Persian music; adding in some Indian
gharana and they have the recipe for a glorious melodic cocktail.
Gerwing plays Romanian octave mandolin; Zonka on tabla
and Persian tar. In case you wonder what a tar is, it’s like an Irish
drum, played finger style as in ancient Pagan times when
drummers were women.
If you’re absolutely fed up with seasonal muzak, crank up the
CD player, pour a glass of egg-nog and sing along with these
accomplished musicians and vocalists. Or go one better. Since
they’re currently on tour, look out for them around December 21
in the Cowichan Valley and Nanaimo areas. Meanwhile, give a
listen to We Three Kings of Orient Are and Emmanuel at
www.myspace.com/solterre.
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Nanaimo Author Looks Back
Among Joyce Yardley’s earliest memories are
those of Christmas, making this book a lovely gift
to find in one’s stocking. The Nanaimo author’s
third book, it is a memoir of her life within the
context of Yukon history, and presently in BC. As
Arlene Sæun writes in her foreword, ‘Ms. Yardley
feels no need to define or defend her Canadian
identity. She is a comfortable Canadian…’—as
well she might be. In the same way as Dylan
Thomas evokes memory, lived or not, in his Child’s Christmas in
Wales, or Charles Dickens removes us to Victorian London in A
Christmas Carol, so Yardley gives us a glimpse of quintessential
Canada circa 1925. In some respects it hasn’t changed all that
much: sausages, pancakes and maple syrup for breakfast on
Christmas morning; turkey dinner with all the trimmings; friends
and neighbours dropping by for a glass of wine. In other ways the
book provides a peek into history: ‘Mother always had plenty of
homemade ginger ale and root beer lined up in the cold room, and
a delicious lemon drink she made. She kept the concentrate in
gallon jars, and we added water and cream of tartar to it before
drinking,’ writes Yardley. ‘I would still give a right arm for that
recipe, but somehow it got lost over the years.’
The recipe may be gone, but the author’s memory remains
sharp. Like being allowed to blow out the candles on the tree,
fascinated by the silvery tinsel that arrived overnight thanks to
Santa Claus, in whom she implicitly believed. On New Year’s Eve
she remembers her parents, dressed up in evening clothes, going
off to a formal dance. They were, she writes, ‘a stunning looking
couple’ who had met in England while her father was touring
with a group of actors. Meeting again in Calgary after her family
immigrated to Canada in 1912, the couple married in 1913.
Arriving in Whitehorse (population 300) in 1925, four
children in tow, ranging in age from 7 to 10, Joyce was born a few
weeks later at the old Whitehorse General Hospital. As the book
progresses, Yardley takes the reader through her adolescence,
when she met Gordon Yardley, whom she married at age 16 in
the old log church. They would be together until his death 58
years later. During that time she raised 3 children, became a
postmistress, ran a tourist lodge and trapped wolverine and
lynx—all in remote places in the Yukon. This is a fascinating
read, never heavy nor dull, full of humour and sorrow in the
anecdotes of old timers, personal memoir, complete with black
and white photos and a superbly happy ending.
‘Yukon Tears and Laughter: Memories are Forever,’ Joyce
Yardley, Hancock House Publishers, 2005, $16.95
‘Songs of Solstice,’ Solterre, 2006, $15. To order: email
solterremusic@yahoo.ca or call 250-355-0075 or 360-301-3833. 

We look forward to expanding
and providing you with
more variety next summer.
Kurt, Dave and Arnie (Salt Spring)

Phone: 250-537-2457
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• fully insured
• excellent
references
Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
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6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Our home package system makes
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or vacation retreat.
Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
888-546-9663 • www.linwoodhomes.com
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Homes for bluebirds!
Western Bluebirds have not nested on the Gulf Islands or
Vancouver Island for many years. Efforts are being made to
bring them back, thanks to a new project sponsored by
Environment Canada (EcoAction Community Funding
Program) with support from the Garry Oak Ecosystems
Recovery Team and the Nature Conservancy of Canada.
The Western Bluebird is a migratory songbird, commonly
seen in the 1960s on the southern coast. It nested in wide open
woodlands, meadows, fields, and edge habitats, but has rarely
been seen for many years. It is, however, making a comeback in
Washington and Oregon.
And, with a little help, this once common bird is expected to
find its way back to coastal British Columbia. Southern
Vancouver Island’s Garry oak habitat is ideal for Western
Bluebirds. One way to encourage the birds to return is to provide

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FO R WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

Endangered calendars

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

4.95

TO

Want to help Canada’s endangered species and places and keep
your timetable straight next year? Either of two well-loved
calendars will do the trick: ‘Western Canada’s Endangered
Wilderness’ or ‘Canadian Endangered Wild Life’. The first one
shows off an outstanding array of wild landscapes. Each month
has a write-up describing the wilderness area featured, along
with a map and contact information for groups working to

$189,900
7

homes! More than 80 nesting boxes have already been
positioned by project staff.
The Western Bluebird is unique in that it nests earlier than
most birds. These ‘earlybirds’ search out possible nesting sites as
early as January and begin nesting in late February. Mutang Urud
of the Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team is now looking for a
school or group to assist in building 30 more nest-boxes, as well as
looking for stewards who will keep watch over them.
The bluebirds aren’t usually attracted to brand-new nesting
boxes; the boxes need to be built immediately to allow them
weather.
Protection of existing habitats and restoration of additional
habitat is also critical for bluebird conservation efforts. For more
information: mutang.urud@goert.ca, or 250-383-3419, or 250818-2676. 

ELECTIONS from page 3
Conservatives 32% of the vote, with the NDP 14%, the Bloc 11%,
and the Greens 9%.
Immediately following Dion’s election as leader, a new
‘Strategic Counsel’ poll yielded: Liberals 37%, Conservatives
31%, NDP 14%, Bloc 11%, Greens 7%. The Liberals apparently
gained five points from the October poll!

ACRE LOTS
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604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

Going Green
What all this polling might indicate is that the presence of the
Green Party has indicated the importance of environmental
issues to Canada’s electorate to the point that the Liberals and
the NDP are starting to adopt Green policy as their own, and as
TRUST SUPPORT from page 1
implementation of the Islands Trust mandate to keep our fragile
island ecosystems intact and our rural communities small and
diverse,’ said Alliance Chair Christine Torgrimson, of Salt Spring
Island. ‘Our aim is to better inform ourselves and the public to
support measures that counter the growing threats to our islands.
‘In the 1960s and 70s the province recognized the fragile and
special nature of the islands. It wisely legislated the Islands Trust
Act in 1974 to protect what it said was one of the most unique
and threatened environments in the world.
‘Since then, the Trust area population has more than
doubled. The Trust has wrestled with the forces of industry,
development and tourism to try to keep the islands intact.
Provincial funding has declined to levels which now jeopardize
Islands Trust ability to safeguard an ecologically rare

Advertise in the New Year!
www.islandtides.com

High returns.
Total flexibility.
4.25%
90

†

protect it. The other one contains photos of some of Canada’s
500 listed ‘species-at-risk.’ The inside cover makes a case to
strengthen Canada’s critically weak Species at Risk legislation.
Both calendars are printed on 100% recycled paper made
from post-consumer waste.
Email info@wildernesscommittee.org to find out how to buy
one, tell them you saw it in Island Tides. 

a clear means of differentiating their policies from those of the
Conservatives.
Dion’s ‘three pillars’ of economic development, social justice,
and environmental sustainability clearly owe a lot to the Green
Party platform. Said one Green Party commentator: ‘What a
profound effect we are having, yet still without a seat in
parliament.’ (The Greens Party polled 650,000 votes in last
January’s federal election.)
And Justin Trudeau, commenting on the crowd of Dion
supporters at the Liberal convention with their bright green scarves
and T-shirts, remarked, ‘Looks like the Green Party to me.’ 

archipelago that includes 13 major islands and more than 450
smaller islands.’
She pointed out that in several recent public forums,
sponsored both by the Trust and by citizen groups, people from
across the islands have discovered that they share similar
concerns. ‘We are struggling with shortages of groundwater,
illegal rental of residences for short-term vacationers, logging
and tree-cutting issues, and the loss of near-shore marine life.
Some islands are literally losing their residential communities as
second homes and short-term vacation rentals take over their
neighbourhoods and housing prices escalate well beyond many
Islanders’ means.
‘We have recognized that we can be far more effective by
getting together as an inter-island force, learning from each
other, finding the best solutions, and bolstering the efforts of the
Trust,’ Torgrimson said. 
LETTERS from page 4
major change of direction. Directions, that through the advice
and guidance of experts, will lead to positive adjustments to our
criminal, mental health, justice and welfare systems.
Plus, is it really necessary to have 21 cabinet ministers that
have done little to make our streets safer, our environment
cleaner, provide homes for the low income and reduce the
number of dysfunctional families where so many of our youth
are facing a bleak future?
The provincial income from the sale of alcohol and gambling
is at an all time high.
It is not a time for complacency.
Bob Ritchie, Qualicum Beach

BC Meat Regulations No Good

DAY

CONVERTIBLE
TERM DEPOSIT *

Right now at Island Savings, you get it all – high returns, total ﬂexibility, and
the satisfaction of knowing you are supporting local businesses and events.
Simply choose the NEW 90-day convertible term deposit, only from
Island Savings. You’ll earn an impressive 4.25%†. And, if rates go up, you
can convert to any non-redeemable term deposit of equal or greater term.
Come in and ﬁnd out more today. Because it’s good to be here.

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to Premier Gordon Campbell
and sent to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Dear Premier:
I received a copy of the letter from the Bella Coola Community
Support Society dated November 1, 2006. I cannot emphasize to
you enough that there is no public support for the proposed BC
Meat Regulations. I have had numerous constituents who are
not even involved in agriculture in any way apart from being
consumers, who are appalled and angry over the proposed BC
Meat Regulations. The good people of the Bella Coola
Community Support Society, my constituents and I are
convinced that it will severely hurt the small hold farmer’s ability
to produce food close to home. I urge you once again Mr Premier
to reconsider this misguided policy.
Leonard Krog, NDP MLA, Nanaimo 

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
†

On a minimum new deposit of $10,000. For lower deposit amounts 4.00% interest rate applies. *Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as deﬁned by Regulations is
guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation. Interest rates subject to change without notice.
BRENTWOOD 544-4041 CEDAR 722-7073 CHEMAINUS 246-3273

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON OPENING SOON DUNCAN 746-4171

LADYSMITH 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631 MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476 MILL BAY 743-5534 SALT SPRING 537-5587
SHAWNIGAN 743-5395

WEST SHORE 474-7262

WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070

www.ISCU.com

REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd
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AUTOMOTIVE

EDUCATION

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

MARINE

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

ISLAND
MARINE

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

Cedar boards, various widths. 1" x
10/8/6/4" x 10'. Beautiful Mayne
Island wood, recently milled.
$1500./1000 board feet, no tax,
including delivery anywhere on
Mayne, or Miners Bay dock for offisland. Call Barry 604-240-3627.

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

FOR SALE

FOR RENT
ISLAND EXPLORER

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

PROPERTY

FREE

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

Southern Gulf

GSA Auto Rentals

House & Cottage Rentals

Rent or Lease

PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Spectacular views from almost
every window are yours in this
spacious 2 + bedroom home. The
large lower area might be used as
a studio/ office/family room-$1300.
Spacious and bright 2 bedroom, 2
bathroom home. Short walk to
ocean beach-$900.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

Monthly Rentals
from $525.0 0
Mention this ad and
get 10% off
monthly rentals.

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

SIDNEYCARS.COM

BUSINESS OPP
Free vacations for life! Earn $1000$3000 everytime someone says
yes! Coastal Vacations, rock-solid
home business. Get paid to travel,
1-800-390-1903

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HEALTH
Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture
& HERBAL MEDICINE
Safe, effective treatments for
many common health problems.

TREVOR ERIKSON, R.Ac, TCMP
For an appointment call
the Pender Island Health
Centre: 250-629-3322

Caretakers Available! For long or
short term. Resort, retail and B&B
experience. Responsible, reliable,
mature couple. Local and business
references
available.
Call
Brent/Rena Butler 250-331-1842 or
email damselfly88@hotmail.com
Heritage wood, bricks, windows and
doors and so much more! Call SYD’s
DEMO SALVAGE, 250-381-1141
Vacationing this Winter? Pet Sitting
and Housesitting in your home.
Long or short term. Experienced,
reliable, mature couple. Local
references. Call Brent/Rena Butler
250-331-1842
or
email
damselfly88@hotmail.com

TILMA Dispute Resolution

A Couple of Examples
If TILMA had been in effect, how might the ‘dispute settlement’
procedure have been used in recent years? Here are two
examples:
1. A recent ‘regulatory takings’ dispute occurred between the
CPR and the City of Vancouver over the rezoning of the Arbutus
line railway right-of-way to reserve it as a transportation
corridor and block its residential development. The Supreme
Court of Canada ruled for the City, saying that it had the right to
carry out the rezoning and that no compensation was payable to
the CPR, under a specific provision of the Vancouver Charter. A
TILMA panel might well have ruled against the City. And the
Vancouver Charter is a piece of provincial legislation, and the
City’s Charter itself might have been challenged under TILMA.
2. The forest lands dispute between MacMillan Bloedel and
the Galiano Trust Committee was decided in favour of the Trust
by the BC Appeal Court, citing the ‘preserve and protect’
mandate of the Islands Trust Act. Even if a TILMA panel might
have made the same decision, the bylaws might still have been
challenged on the basis that there were ‘less restrictive’ ways of
accomplishing the mandate; and of course the Act itself is a
challengeable piece of provincial legislation.
These are just land-use examples. It’s clear that this sort of
widespread ‘challenge’ deregulation has the potential to
seriously damage democratic government.

How Did We Get Here?
And Where Are We Going?
In 1994, the federal government and all the provinces negotiated
the ‘Agreement on Internal Trade,’ which was designed to carry

Don’t Be Left in the Dark

COASTAL POWER
INSTALLS
GENERATORS
• Commercial Units
• Home Stand-Bys
• Sales, Service, Parts
AUTHORIZED
SERVICE DEALER
for

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Type I & II Systems
VIHA Approved
Serving the Nanaimo
area, Gabriola Island &
other Gulf Islands

250-756-8781

REAL ESTATE

COASTAL POWER
SERVICE LTD.
CALL 250-383-2536

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

• DOCKS
• RAMPS
• PILE DRIVING

1-250-744-6842
Specializing in…

Toll-free:
1-866-399-7525
www.heavymetalmarineltd.com

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at Salt
Spring Island Middle School on
Wednesday, January 10 commencing
at 1pm. To view the agenda for this
meeting,
please
refer
to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

HELP WANTED
Delivery driver required twice/month
on Pender, Galiano, Mayne and
Saturna.
Call
The
Islands
Marketplace - 1-877-537-2905.

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

Advertise!
250-629-3660

TILMA from page 3
TILMA goes well beyond land-use law disputes; it casts a broad
and chilling shadow, exempting only laws relating to aboriginal
peoples; water, and services and investments pertaining to
water; taxation and associated compliance mechanisms; other
revenue generation, including royalties and mark-ups, and
associated compliance mechanisms; regulated rates established
for the public good or public interest; regulations concerning
energy, mineral resources, forests, fish, and wildlife; and social
policy, including labour standards and codes, minimum wages,
employment insurance, social assistance benefits and workers’
compensation. The only exemption for environmental laws is for
those regulating hazardous materials.
It is retroactive, including existing as well as new legislation.
Even when ‘measures’ have legitimate purposes, it still opens
them to challenge on the basis that their purpose can be
accomplished in a ‘not more trade restrictive than necessary’
manner. It is, in fact, an open door to massive deregulation,
placing economic considerations above all others; a race to the
regulatory bottom.

HYDRO POWER OFF?

out the same sort of harmonization of regulations, mutual
recognition of labour and professional qualifications, and
elimination of restrictions on governmental purchasing that
TILMA is supposed to achieve. However, it did not include either
property rights or financial penalty provisions. Its exemptions
included public security and safety, protection of human, animal
or plant life or health, protection of the environment, consumer
protection, worker health and safety, and affirmative action for
disadvantaged groups. These exemptions appear to be far
broader than those set out in TILMA.
Since this was, ostensibly, a trade agreement, and trade is a
federal responsibility under the Canadian constitution, it was
implemented through the federal Agreement on Internal Trade
Implementation Act (AIT).
There were complaints at the time that the AIT did not go far
enough (it only covered certain named topics, unlike TILMA,
which covers everything unless it is specifically excluded) and
that its dispute resolution procedure had no teeth.

Legal Fig Leaf
But the AIT also contained provisions for the continuation of
negotiations to extend its coverage, and it is these provisions that
have been seized upon by BC and Alberta to provide a legal basis
for TILMA. This would appear to be the legal fig leaf that covers
the implementation of TILMA, with its potential to override
large portions of provincial and local legislation, without seeking
enabling legislation or ratification in either provincial House.
It is most difficult to see how such a procedure can possibly
be upheld under the Constitution of Canada, which most
certainly does not provide for challenging legislation and other
measures through ‘free trade’ treaties between provinces.
Alberta has described TILMA as ‘a companion piece to our
Constitution.’ Both the provinces involved are now selling
TILMA enthusiastically to the other provinces, and reporting
that Premier McGuinty of Ontario is interested.
Canadians should be reminded that it only takes seven
provinces with 50% of the population (say, including Ontario) to
pass a constitutional amendment. And last January 8, Stephen
Harper in a campaign promise indicated his support for
property rights in the Charter.
The creators of TILMA may, or they may not, have
considered the potential destructive consequences, on either a
provincial or a national level, of ‘any matter regarding the
application or interpretation of this agreement.’ But given
TILMA’s overreaching provisions and the power it gives to
unelected dispute resolution panels, the threat to Canada is real
and serious—not, as we might have first thought, a massive 2007
April Fool’s joke.
TILMA is an incredibly well-kept secret. Is it any wonder that
there was no sitting of the BC Legislature this fall? 

PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING :

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288
Servicing the Gulf Islands

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

LITTORAL from page 3
of streamkeepers’ groups whose activities have been about
restoration, enhancement and protection of water courses.
Many technical mapping projects for the Valley’s streams and
wetlands—useful to a wide range of citizens from individuals to
land developers—have been initiated. Enthusiastic people with
experience and skill in contract and staff management,
fundraising, media and PR, or with entrepreneurial talent,
who’d like to sit on the board should call Don at 250-335-1578.

Cobble Hill Fire Under Investigation
There may have been plenty of the wet stuff to throw over a
burning well-shed and pump-house in the furthest reaches of
rural Cobble Hill, yet the mystery remains: What triggered the
blaze, which caused $30,000–$40,000 of damage? While whodunnits in this area are more within the purview of local author
Ron Chudley, police say that, although their investigation
continues, there is no cause for suspicion. In an unrelated
incident, also in Cobble Hill, the Mill Bay Fire Department
reports a mobile home caught fire. The blaze was contained to
the kitchen area. Estimates of damage to the property were
unavailable at press time.

New School Weather Stations for
Parksville, More Planned
UVic climatologist Dr Andrew Weaver has expanded his
educational network of school weather stations by installing
three new stations in Parksville. Since 2005, Weaver and
colleague Ed Wiebe have set up weather stations at over 70
schools in Victoria, Saanich, Sooke, Nanaimo and Qualicum.
Over the next several months an additional 12 stations are
planned in those schools, as well as in Port Renfrew and on
Lasqueti Island.
Dr Weaver is the Canada Research Chair in Climate
Modelling and Analysis and one of the world’s foremost leaders
on climate change. He is currently among a handful of scientists
working on the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change’s next climate assessment, due in February 2007.
‘We have had requests from schools across the island,’ says
Weaver, who shows students how to use the weather station
data and helps teachers integrate the stations into their
curriculum. ‘It’s really rewarding to see the kids get excited with
the science of weather.’

Icy Warnings
Finally, police are warning folks to be extra careful when …
walking. Most of the snow and ice from the recent Big Storm has
been cleared. However, we could meet icy conditions in our
yards, sidewalks and roads again this winter. During the week
following the blizzard-like conditions and power outages,
hospital emergency rooms reported a larger-than-usual number
of broken bones and sprained joints as a result of falls. 

hat a powerful experience the snowy weather created this
last week! Abrupt removal of many modern conveniences
—and for long enough—jumped my brain into different thoughts
and experiences. The inland landscape was completely changed
with up to 18 inches of snow covering every living and inanimate
thing. The shorelines had much less snow and some were
pounded by a strong northeast wind. The snow adhered as I have
never seen before. Our orchard is enclosed by a page-wire fence
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and all the fence wires carried two or three inches of gravitydefying snow.
By late afternoon on Sunday, November 26, the first day of
the snow, huge fir boughs were snapping under the weight of the
accumulated snow. It was scary. Walking up from the bakery to
our house, Jon and I saw a huge blue-turquoise flash as a threephase power pole went down under the weight of a big falling fir.
That pole carries the standby power line from Pender just as it
comes up from the underwater marine cable in Plumper Sound.
Most of Saturna lost power on that Sunday. Most homes were
back on by Thursday, November 30, the exception being south
Saturna. As of yesterday (December 5), my neighbourhood,
Narvaez Bay, has phone connection and south Saturna is still
out. The rest of the Island pretty much maintained phone
connection the entire time. Cell phones are not much of an
option on Saturna, due to poor reception.
We walked around our farm with the delighted dog, and went
to the pond to savour the beauty and have an adventure. I found
the snow astoundingly beautiful. To have the ground lit up with
reflective surfaces—replacing the grey sky and usual deep greens
and browns—was very invigorating.The world was so white and
light, cold and quiet—deeply quiet inside and out. The moon was
waxing, lighting up the night. Our domestic animals needed lots
of care since all water lines were frozen and they need to eat to
keep warm. I can see the attraction of the Nativity, animals
quietly munching away on hay, the largesse of summer.
Routines were demolished. Life slowed way down like some
kind of reverse vacation. I had a lot of time since I had no phone
to answer, no emails, no evening projects, no car to jump into—
only my feet to carry me while I looked and thought. Hats, gloves,
scarves, coats, gumboot liners, and woolen socks, all assumed a
primal importance! We went to bed at 8 or 9pm, we kept the stove
roaring, dinner was prepared during the day and we moved
around by candles and a kerosene lamp in the evening.
Jon and I got up at 4am on Monday to cut a way along
Narvaez Bay Road from the bakery so that Jon would be able to

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait

get to the ferry to deliver the bread orders in town. Once down to
our store/café, we started big pots of soup and coffee. Pat
Ropars, the highways foreman, was already ploughing up the
ferry road by 6:30am, even after having worked long into the
night. By 9am, the dark, unheated store was filling up with
people coming to ‘get the news.’ For the next three days, people
walked to the store to socialize and talk about who was where
and how they were getting on. They had time to stay and have
breakfast or lunch, get the mail and talk some more. When
might the power come back on?! Everyone knew that we were
not first on the list and that all of the Islands were in the same
boat, so to speak.
All of our little community enclaves had their own grapevines
and strings of people they were watching out for and visiting.
Lots of people were heroes and made the privations or the
problems solvable or created a welcoming and assuring warmth.
The ‘Island Beater’ cars were parked and covered with drifts of
snow and the big, new, diesel 4-wheel drive pickup trucks were
the heroes of the duration: ferrying people about, checking on
generators, getting groceries. The roads were treacherous with
compressed ice, especially the roads over the two east-west
ridges, the Missing Link hill claimed a highway’s backhoe and by
his wits and the grace of good fortune not our dear Pat Ropars.
The road over the south ridge was impassable for days. Water
was an issue for many as their electric well pumps were not
functioning. Thanks to all of you who saw whatever was needed
and did it.

PHOTO: PRISCILLA EWBANK

The fist BC Hydro crew arrived on Tuesday November 28.
Rick from Salt Spring and young Corey from Vancouver, who is
in training, were out in the falling snow for 16-hour shifts:
climbing poles, splicing, bolting, cutting trees and boughs,
assisted by John Money. Eventually two other crews arrived on
the Island. Rick and Corey got a standing ovation at the store on
Wednesday as the lights went on, the refrigeration roared to life,
computers started flashing and clicking, and everyone
anticipated the return to their accustomed life at home.
Even now our home landscape is much changed. Our best and
very favourite King apple tree fell over. This tree was here when
Walter Kay had our place in 1951 according to Barry Crooks. This
fall we picked many banana boxes full of apples for our own use
and for bakery pies and cinnamon buns. (We are considering a
winch contraption to slowly pull it up.) The huge weeping willow
on the bend in the pond has also fallen over. Some of the firs have
no branches on the southeast side—like a cosmic haircut! The
ground in the home area is littered with big boughs.

Going Away Tea

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

45
39

$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
March
31, 2007.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to to
March
31, 2003

The Saturday the snow started, the Island held a going-away tea
for long-time resident Margaret Fry. The Rec Centre was full and
bustling as people arrived before Margaret came.
Many people spoke about Margaret, who was in fine form
during the speeches—laughing and adding her own observations
and viewpoints to her dear friends’ commentaries. John Money
was the Master of Ceremonies. Bernice Crooks gave a lovely
speech that was very much appreciated.
During her many years on Saturna, Margaret and has made
her life at Boot Cove a rich and satisfying one. For several years
she has gotten about on her scooter, meeting the ferry and
making the rounds. Her son has found her a place in New
Westminster close to family and she says she is ready to become
a city girl again within the comfort and closeness of family.
Margaret has a wonderful sense of humour, and she is witty,
sharp and observant, despite having grown up in an era when
‘nice’ and ‘ladylike’ were desirable. As the snow started to fall in
earnest people were quick to leave the fun gathering and head
home.

Parks Canada Liaison Committee
The Saturna Island Parks Canada Liaison Committee met on
November 22 at the Hall. At the previous meeting, Saturna’s
community had expressed its desire for better timing of
communications from Parks Canada on such projects as
memoranda of understating with the Fire Protection Society and
emergency response services.
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Saturna Notes: The Great Snowstorm ~ Priscilla Ewbank

Everywhere

At this most recent meeting the community and Parks
Canada showed a deeper understanding of each group’s needs,
obligations and responsibilities. From now on both parties will
co-chair the Liaison Committee and share minute-taking.
Accomplishments are: that the helicopter pad at Winter Cove
is entirely acceptable and functioning excellently and a
memorandum of understanding regarding fire protection is in
place. In addition, Ron Hamilton has written two letters and had
a discussion with BC Ambulance indicating Parks Canada’s
concern over the lack of ambulance service support on Saturna.
While not strictly on the community behalf, the communications
brought Parks Canada’s perspective clearly to the attention of
the people involved in making decisions.
Parks Canada has promised that they will not demolish the
foghorn building at East Point Park and have come up with a
proposal for the community to maintain the building as a
community project under a license of occupation, with some
assistance from Parks Canada. If you are interested in working
on this project please contact John Coombes.
Parks Canada has compiled the information gathered from
the last summer’s questionnaire; responses are separated and
quantified; more work will be done. Leila Sumi’s preliminary
examination of Lyall Creek, including species and ecosystem
monitoring, has been published by Parks Canada. Parking
spaces are being considered for the road at the end of Lyall
Creek. The first year of an archeological inventory has been
completed and a comprehensive European settlement history is
being completed. A solid start has been made on a baseline
terrestrial, biophysical inventory which will still take years to
complete.
Carolyn Stewart is seeking input on plans for up to 7 walk-in
campsites at both Winter Cove and Narvaez Bay.

Health Clinic News
News from the health clinic, gleaned from Dawn Wood’s report
at the last Community Club meeting, is that Bev Bruce will be
taking over from Donna Curwen as manager of the health clinic.
Barb Hicks is Brian Dixon-Warren’s assistant at his Thursday
clinics. You can make an appointment with any doctor for flu
shots. The Community Club has given the Rec Centre its annual
$5,000 to defray medical expenses. Preliminary discussions are
taking place between the Health Committee and the Rec Centre
regarding building an ambulance building. 

Groundwater & salmon report
Watershed Watch Salmon Society has released a report, Review
of Groundwater-Salmon Interactions in British Columbia.
According to Craig Orr, executive director of Watershed Watch,
‘This review documents the importance of groundwater to wild
salmon, and exposes current inadequacies in groundwater
protection and management relative to the conservation of BC’s
wild salmon.’
The report describes the interactions of surface water and
groundwater relative to fish habitat, the importance of
groundwater to salmon survival and spawning, threats to
groundwater and salmon posed by human activities and climate
change, and much-needed improvements to groundwater
measuring, management and regulation relative to fish
conservation.
Watershed Watch is also developing specific case studies on
salmon conservation and groundwater use and management in
BC which will be discussed at a March 2007 ‘Speaking for the
Salmon’ workshop at Simon Fraser University. See the review
at: www.watershed-watch.org/publications/. 

S ISLAND
A T UREALTY
RNA
Half-acre waterfront $457,000
Walk-on beach, SW exposure
Year-round protected moorage

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
Susanne Middleditch, Realtor
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

Almost two acres $575,000
Adjoining waterfront lots
One lot with cedar cottage

