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Goodbye to
dividends from
BC Hydro
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On the Islands, Santa arrives by ship. Presented by the Bellingham and Gulf Islands Lions’ Clubs, Santa’s
ports of call include islands in the Salish Sea (San Juan and Southern Gulf).

Munk debate brings out
global warming opinions
‘Be it resolved that climate change is man’s defining crisis, and
demands a commensurate response.’
Any good debate requires a challenging resolution, and the
December 1 edition of the Munk debates brought a sellout
crowd to an 1,100 seat hall in Toronto, plus university audiences
in cities across Canada, and uncounted thousands watching the
webcast.
The debate had an all-star cast: Green Party of Canada leader
Elizabeth May and British provocateur George Monbiot argued
in favour of the resolution; Thatcher-era cabinet minister Lord
Nigel Lawson and Danish statistician Bjorn Lomborg argued
against. All four have authored books on the subject.
Chair Rudyard Griffiths invited Lord Lawson to kick off the
debate. Lawson started by attacking the entire idea of global
warming, stating baldly that it hadn’t been happening since the
year 2000. Climate change, he said, was ‘the new secular
religion’ and dissent was not tolerated. Even climate scientists,
he went on, don’t believe that global warming was the ‘most
pressing issue facing humanity today’. He raised the question of
the leaked or hacked Climate Research Unit (CRU) emails, and
said that even Monbiot (who he termed a ‘man of integrity’) had
called for the resignation of Dr Jones, the head of the Unit.
Anyway, he said, inhabitants of developing countries would
be so much better off in a hundred years’ time, that they could
well afford to adapt to any change in average temperatures:
their standard of living would be eight and a half times that of
today, rather than nine and a half times if global warming were
halted.
For the developing world, he said, the priority should be the
fastest possible economic growth; this demanded access to the
cheapest energy, fossil fuels, and it would be immoral to deny
them that. The resolution, he said, was ‘profoundly immoral’.
Elizabeth May, speaking in support of the resolution,
reminded Lawson that it was his old boss, Margaret Thatcher,
who had identified the ‘unseen threat’ of global warming
nineteen years ago. It was a shame, she said, that we are still
debating this question in 2009. The real question is how, not if.
Humanity, she continued, was carrying out an unintended,
uncontrolled experiment, and had already changed the
chemistry of the atmosphere; climate change was observed over
decades, not just over a few years. Current science projected
MUNK , please turn to page 2

Salmon will get a judicial inquiry
West Coast concerns over the precipitous
decline in Fraser River salmon stocks
have finally been recognized by the
federal government. A Judicial Inquiry
into the way the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans (DFO) has been managing
the fishery was announced on November
5. The Inquiry, under Commissioner
Hon. Bruce Cohen, will begin its work
early in the new year and is to provide an
interim report by August 2010, and a final
report by May 2011.
Salmon returns to the Fraser River
this past summer were the lowest ever
recorded, and as much as 90% below
DFO’s predictions; more than nine
million salmon, predicted to return by
DFO, simply failed to appear.
A recent SFU ‘think tank’ session
heard from a former senior DFO scientist,
Brian Riddell, that the Department had
known about declining salmon stocks in
the early nineties, but had continued to

allow large catches from the Fraser River
run.
Various reasons for the decline in
stocks have been given, including climate
change (warmer river temperatures and
changes in ocean conditions) and sea lice
infestations from salmon farms on the
sockeye run’s migration routes through
the northern Strait of Georgia.
Meanwhile, sockeye runs in rivers to
the south and north are thriving.
Dr. Riddell said he had resigned from
DFO over the failure of Ottawa to take
action. The think tank attracted an
international group of scientists and
salmon researchers—although fisheries
biologists with the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans were reportedly
instructed
by
the
Conservative
government not to attend.
Recent reports from Norway indicate
that salmon farms there are suffering
SALMON, please turn to page 8

Ferries: reduced fares, more traffic

BC Ferries president David Hahn credits
customer response to the reduced
‘Coastsaver’ fares for increased ferry
system revenues in the the 2009 summer
months.
The ferry system is usually most
profitable in its first (April, May, June)
and second (July, August, September)
fiscal quarters, as spring and summer
travelers flock to the islands.
The cheaper summer midweek fares
between the mainland and Vancouver
Island have become increasingly popular
since they were introduced in 2008. In
2009 they contributed to a 4.3% increase
in vehicle traffic and a $1.7% increase in
passenger traffic over 2008. While the
$39 car and driver fare is now well

is available at these
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known, many people did not realize that
there was also a passenger Coastsaver
fare of $9. The discount amounts to about
a 30% saving.
Transportation Minister Shirley Bond
said that the cheaper fares had ‘certainly
made a difference’.
The Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs
have called upon the government to
abandon its policy of freezing ferry
subsidies and moving towards ‘user pay’
to finance the ferry system. The policy
had resulted in steadily increasing fares
and steadily falling ridership. The
response to the Coastsaver fares
illustrates that the sensitivity to fares
works both ways. 0

The people of BC will not get their usual
$300 million dividend from BC Hydro
this year. Or maybe any future year.
Hydro’s 2009 Annual Report,
released in midsummer, revealed that its
debt to equity ratio had risen to the point
that it could no longer pay a dividend to
its owners, the Government of BC.
Hydro’s second quarter report, released
at the end of November, illustrated many
of the factors that contribute to Hydro’s
ups and downs. And a number of critics
point to the long-term financial
commitments Hydro is making to
independent power producers (IPPs) for
future ‘green’ power. Much of this power
will be sold in the US, at prices yet to be
determined.
BC Hydro, in negotiating contracts for
up to forty years into the future to
purchase power from run-of-river, wind,
and biomass projects, is taking the
market risk for these private companies.
This enables the companies to finance
the capital costs of their projects using, in
effect, Hydro’s excellent credit rating and
asset base. The companies are then left
with the climate change and engineering
risks inherent in the location and design
of their project—risks that are easier to
quantify and have demonstrable limits.
The result is to change Hydro from a
corporation
that
has
produced
predictable financial results and low
consumer rates for BC residents and
industries over many years, to a
marketing and financing structure for
private investment in ‘green’ power
projects to be built in BC.
From an industrial development
point of view, this may be a viable
strategy, but while the risk is taken by
Hydro and its BC owners, the profits
from these projects are guaranteed to
corporations largely based outside the
province, and the power goes to support
economic growth outside the province.
Considering the magnitude of the
BC HYDRO, please turn to page 3

Island Tides takes a
holiday break.
Our next issue:
January 21, 2010.
Happy Holidays and
wishes for all the best,
on the coast and around
the globe in 2010.

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!
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Psychoclimate ~ Patrick Brown
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• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
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Drilling the Islands since 1965
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AT POINT ATKINSON
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Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

15
TU

0600
1102
1513
2251

15.4
12.1
13.8
2.0

4.7
3.7
4.2
0.6

23
WE

0245
1007
1724
2208

6.6
15.1
8.2
10.2

2.0
4.6
2.5
3.1

16
WE

0636
1147
1553
2327

15.4
12.1
13.5
2.0

4.7
3.7
4.1
0.6

24
TH

0322
1034
1808

7.9
14.8
7.2

2.4
4.5
2.2

17
TH

0710
1230
1632

15.7
11.8
13.5

4.8
3.6
4.1

25
FR

0007
0409
1104
1849

10.2
9.2
14.8
5.9

3.1
2.8
4.5
1.8

18
FR

0003
0743
1315
1710

2.3
15.7
11.5
13.1

0.7
4.8
3.5
4.0

26
SA

0157
0515
1136
1930

11.2
10.5
14.4
4.9

3.4
3.2
4.4
1.5

19
SA

0036
0814
1402
1751

2.6
15.7
11.2
12.5

0.8
4.8
3.4
3.8

27
SU

0315
0642
1212
2013

12.5
11.5
14.4
3.6

3.8
3.5
4.4
1.1

20
SU

0108
0844
1452
1836

3.3
15.4
10.8
11.8

1.0
4.7
3.3
3.6

28
MO

0410
0808
1254
2057

13.5
12.5
14.4
2.3

4.1
3.8
4.4
0.7

21
MO

0140
0913
1545
1930

3.9
15.4
10.2
11.2

1.2
4.7
3.1
3.4

29
TU

0456
0918
1342
2142

14.4
12.8
14.4
1.3

4.4
3.9
4.4
0.4

22
TU

0211
0940
1636
2038

5.2
15.1
9.2
10.5

1.6
4.6
2.8
3.2

30
WE

0537
1016
1435
2228

15.4
12.8
14.8
0.7

4.7
3.9
4.5
0.2

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
DECEMBER

lobal warming is happening right now, as anyone in the
arctic will tell you. And it is forecast to continue. And
with uncertainty about how much and when, and what
the effects will be. For many of us, any potentially catastrophic
effects are scheduled to occur after we are dead.
After all, we’re being asked to set targets for 2050 (I’ll be
dead) in the hope that the climate would straighten itself out by
2100 (we’ll all be dead.)
But our children and grandchildren expect that they will be
affected—unless we all take some kind of effective action. All of
us? Yes, all of us.
Well, even if it’s happening, it’s not our fault! It’s the fault of
capitalistic corporations, and they tell us that it will have a
devastating effect on the economy if they have to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions. They don’t care, because
corporations don’t have grandchildren. And anyway, it’s the
Chinese who really have to do it. And anyway, how do we know
that reducing our emissions will really make any difference?
And so there are lots of people who deny: that global
warming is actually happening; that mankind caused it (it’s
sunspots; it’s natural); that they can do anything about it. Half
the population are not prepared to take any responsibility. They
just don’t see that there is anything in it for them, and they sure
won’t make any sacrifices for the other half of the population.
The other half, after all, are not, as they might say, ‘people like
us’. The other half may be from another generation, another
social class, another part of the country, or even another
continent. They may not even look like us.
For some people, taking responsibility for global warming
has to involve a certain amount of guilt. After all, isn’t it our
profligate style of living, our cars, our air conditioning, our
vacations in the sun, our wars for oil, that cause all these
emissions? If one is uncomfortable enough about all this, one
might be inclined to reduce consumption and therefore
emissions. But that’s not typical human behaviour. What is
typically human is to shift the responsibility to someone or
something else. After all, what’s the government doing about it?
Some people think it’s all a conspiracy to take away all the
things they’ve worked so hard for. It’s the government. It’s all a
scam. Don’t threaten me! The problem with the government is
that while they talk a good line, most governments don’t do

Olympic Screening for Salt Spring flights
A security portal on Saltspring Island will be set up during the
Olympics to allow flights to continue through to Vancouver.
Without this portal, flights would have had to detour to
Nanaimo for security clearance prior to reaching Vancouver.
A representative of CATSA (Canadian Air Transport Security
Authority) visited Saltspring Island and has decided to place
the screening unit in a security bus next to the dock in Ganges
Harbour. Local accommodation to house security personnel has
also been reviewed.
Check-in time 20 minutes prior to flight time will remain the
same but will be strictly enforced; last minute passengers will
MUNK from page 1
greater effects than the 2007 IPCC projections.
But since 1992 (the date of the Kyoto Accord) political will
has failed. ‘We have run down the clock; this time we have to
act,’ she concluded.
Bjorn Lomborg, opposing the resolution, said that there
were worse problems than global warming, and that it was not
‘mankind’s defining crisis’. He complained about what he called
an ‘escalation of rhetoric’ and the development of a ‘for us or
against us’ attitude.
Climate change, he said, was ‘real’, but to limit warming to
2ºC would cost $40 trillion per year to avoid damage which he
estimated at $3 trillion. There were better things to spend the
money on, like nutrition, schooling girls, etc. He looked for
‘smart’ solutions to global warming, because there were other
challenges to be faced.
Last up was George Monbiot, supporting the resolution.
‘How lucky do you feel?’ he asked. He attacked Lawson and
Lomborg for anticipating a ‘better than best case scenario’. He
noted that 8 of the 10 warmest years ever recorded had
occurred since 2001. He quoted Lord Stern, whose
investigation had concluded that the cost of preventing global
warming would be 1% of world GDP, but the cost to living with
global warming would be 5—20% of GDP. The rich world, he
said, would adapt; the poor world cannot, he said, citing his
experience in the horn of Africa.
On to the debate, which was fairly chaotic. Elizabeth May
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15
TU

0603
1043
1400
2206

11.5
9.8
10.5
1.0

3.5
3.0
3.2
0.3

23
WE

0159
0954
1722
2126

4.6
11.2
6.2
6.9

1.4
3.4
1.9
2.1

16
WE

0641
1138
1439
2241

11.5
9.8
10.5
1.0

3.5
3.0
3.2
0.3

24
TH

0229
1015
1757
2359

5.6
11.2
5.2
7.2

1.7
3.4
1.6
2.2

17
TH

0717
1228
1517
2317

11.8
9.8
10.2
1.3

3.6
3.0
3.1
0.4

25
FR

0258
1037
1829

6.9
10.8
4.3

2.1
3.3
1.3

18
FR

0750
1317
1554
2352

11.8
9.5
9.8
1.6

3.6
2.9
3.0
0.5

26
SA

1058
1903

10.8
3.3

3.3
1.0

19
SA

0819
1410
1632

11.8
9.2
9.5

3.6
2.8
2.9

27
SU

1121
1939

10.8
2.3

3.3
0.7

20
SU

0025
0846
1505
1713

2.0
11.5
8.5
8.9

0.6
3.5
2.6
2.7

28
MO

0440
0655
1150
2017

10.2
9.8
10.8
1.3

3.1
3.0
3.3
0.4

21
MO

0058
0910
1557
1807

2.6
11.5
7.9
8.2

0.8
3.5
2.4
2.5

29
TU

0513
0819
1230
2058

10.8
10.5
11.2
0.7

3.3
3.2
3.4
0.2
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22
TU

0129
0932
1643
1925

3.6
11.5
7.2
7.5

1.1
3.5
2.2
2.3

30
WE

0547
0928
1320
2142

11.5
10.5
11.2
0.0

3.5
3.2
3.4
0.0
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anything. They see a risk in annoying the same voters we’ve
been talking about. So they appoint a Minister of the
Environment, a nice guy who gets trampled by the rest of
cabinet.
Well, let’s see what comes out of Copenhagen. Quite
possibly, a gigantic treaty that hangs on the concept of
‘differentiated responsibilities’. This sounds fair enough until
you realize that what it actually means is: ‘We’ll do our bit as
long as they do what we think they should do, but they’d better
not tell us what they think we should do and what’s more, they
have to go first.’
And then it may be years before we can check that they lived
up to the treaty. But we’ll live up to it even if we have to cheat!
Another way to avoid action is to call global warming an
‘environmental’ problem. The people who are concerned with
such problems are called ‘environmentalists’, and they are the
nut fringe, not like us at all. ‘Let them look after it. I never did go
along with all that ‘green’ stuff anyway’.
Now obviously climate change affects everyone, not just a
nut fringe. You could just as easily call it a ‘national security’
problem. Just as long as it’s ‘not my department’.
Of course, we can always hold any action up by disagreeing
about what’s the best way to tackle the problem. First of all,
aren’t there more urgent problems than climate change?
Actually, no. You’d be surprised how many of the more
immediate problems you can think of stem in fact from climate
change. HIV/AIDS, starvation in Somalia, pine beetles in BC,
drought in Australia, polar ice breakup, etc. And in these cases,
treating the symptoms is avoiding treating the central problem.
Second, what’s the best things to do? Cap & trade? Carbon
tax? Stiff regulations? Technical innovation? Carbon Capture &
Storage? All of the above, plus individual efforts on everyone’s
part.
The fact is, we all have to do what we can. I can’t make much
of a difference; you can’t make much of a difference; but if you
and I and everyone does something—that will make a
difference. It will be normal behaviour; no more nut fringe.
Climate change is your problem; and it’s my problem; and
it’s everybody’s problem. And that’s the only way we can do
anything about it—all together. 0
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SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

not be allowed. Flight schedules should remain the same with
the possibility of extra flights to meet increased demand during
the Olympics both for islanders going to Vancouver to attend
events and for tourists from around the world visiting the
islands. The fare for flights during this time will not increase.
Philip Reece, Director of Marketing at Salt Spring Air offered
‘a big thank you to all who helped including Minister Lunn and
credit to the online community boards the local papers for being
the way to get a message out to the people that Islanders can
make a difference.’ 0

wanted to know who paid the hackers at the CRU? Monbiot
repeated that the Stern report did not envision an extreme
scenario, as Lawson claimed; but Lomborg insisted that Stern
was extreme.
Chair Griffiths asked Ms May how she responded to
Lomborg’s suggestion that money should be spent on other
priorities. She replied that $4 trillion had just been ‘wasted’ on
alleviating the financial crisis, but the climate crisis was making
HIV/AIDS worse every day. Monbiot agreed: the climate crisis
‘was making everything worse.’ He anticipated that, if oil
supplies do not ‘peak’, the transfer of wealth to oil nations would
be $30 trillion from 2009 to 2030.
Lawson remarked that in 1981 ‘we were told we had only 40
years of oil left.’ Today, he continued, we have new oil fields and
shale gas. He anticipated that global agreement toi cut back
greenhouse gases was not attainable.
Griffiths, moving the debate along, noted that China’s
‘intensity’ cuts would result in doubling their GHG emissions by
2030. Lomborg noted that ‘intensity’ cuts were quite different
from actually reducing emissions.
Ms May said she was not against technology, but unless
there was a price on carbon, technology won’t be developed or
MUNK, please turn to page 10
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Tracking Copenhagen
Elizabeth May

As I write this, the 15th Conference of the Parties has reached
Day 3, and I am home in Sidney. By the time you read this, I will
be in Copenhagen in the last stretch of a critical conference on
the future of our biosphere and humanity. By December 18 (or
if it runs late, December 19), we will know the outcome.
There is always a certain amount of last minute media
coverage about such events, but very little context setting. The
fact is that Canada and virtually every other nation on earth
signed and ratified the Framework Convention in 1992. It
committed the world to reductions in greenhouse gases such
that their build up in the atmosphere would be halted before
they could become ‘dangerous.’ After seventeen years of further
meetings and negotiations (including the 1997 meeting in Kyoto
and the protocol produced there) we are rapidly approaching
the danger zone. We are already experiencing the loss of
millions of square kilometres of Arctic ice, the retreat of glaciers
around the world, persistent drought in much of the world,
unprecedented shifts in rainfall patterns and sea level rise.
There are many excuses and reasons for the failure to act
over the last two decades. Some nations, mostly within the
European Union, have achieved serious reductions. They have
done so with improvements in their economy.
Germany is rapidly taking over the world market as provider
of solar, wind and other green economy technologies, creating
hundreds of thousands of new jobs. China is catching up, this
year investing $600 billion in green technologies. Sweden has
de-coupled carbon reductions from economic growth, growing
its economy while cutting greenhouse gases. Yet, globally we
have only taken baby steps toward the goal of avoiding
dangerous levels of greenhouse gases.
The prospects for Copenhagen look better now than they did
one month ago. We may owe Stephen Harper and his
government a debt of gratitude. Harper’s pronouncement after
the APEC summit that the negotiations were doomed to failure
may have been the catalyst for a number of significant rescue
attempts.
Significantly, French President Nicolas Sarkozy and
Brazilian President Lula teamed up to make a compelling
appeal to industrialized and developing nations to take on
meaningful targets. Brazil committed to over 30% reductions in
GHG below 1990 levels by 2020 through arresting
deforestation. Lula noted, however, that to make this target,
Brazil needed financial assistance from the industrialized world.
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon took the unusual step of
attending the Commonwealth summit to plead for movement,
singling out Canada as an impediment to progress. So too did
low-lying island Commonwealth nations target Canada, with
some suggesting we should be expelled from the
Commonwealth. Even Her Majesty the Queen took aim at
Canada. With the news that both President Obama and
President Hu of China would attend the climate talks, our Prime
Minister finally caved and agreed to join the over 100 leaders
already committed to attend. The commitment of Obama and
Hu increased hope that an agreement was possible.
However, these first few days have not gone well. Day 2 saw
the revelation of a secret draft text from the US, UK and
Denmark, proposing to sideline the concerns of the developing
world, scrap the Kyoto Framework and move forward in a
fashion that breaks faith with the poorest on the planet. This
leaked text has led to a mood of distrust and anger within the
negotiations. I am going to share a fragment of an email from a
colleague already in Copenhagen. I am keeping his identity
confidential, only noting that he is on a government delegation.
The issues on the table are very complicated—technically,
economically, equitably and morally and politically. The
Parties are far apart on the text—mitigation, adaptation,
finance, tech transfer—all are part of the package and
depend on each other—this is more like the Doha round
and the WTO than climate! But unlike the trade talks there
is a disaster clock ticking…
The mood is ugly, distrustful. The Danish police and
security service are scared stiff. They raided some
COPENHAGEN , please turn to page 6
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CRD Housing Fund now
includes Southern Gulf Islands
The Capital Regional District (CRD) Board amended the
Regional Housing Trust Fund (RHTF) and removed both the
automatic expiry of the Bylaw and the previous five year term of
the fund. The bylaw will now provide continued participation in
the fund. The Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area has also
agreed to join the trust fund service, bringing the number of
participating municipalities and electoral areas to eleven.
The RHTF, a key implementation initiative of the Regional
Housing Affordability Strategy, was established by the CRD
Board in 2005, in recognition of the importance of housing
affordability in the Capital Region. The fund provides grants for
‘bricks and mortar’ in the acquisition, development and
retention of housing that is affordable to households with low or
moderate incomes in the region.
‘The amendment of this bylaw will ensure the continued
acquisition of affordable housing and help for the homeless and
under housed in the Capital Region,’ said CRD Board Chair
Geoff Young. ‘I am pleased to see both the sunset clause struck
from the bylaw and the added participation of the Southern Gulf
Islands.’
Between 2005 and 2009, $3.4 million has been granted
toward capital assets valued at $51 million. Included in these
BC HYDRO from page 1
investments involved, few continuing jobs are created beyond
the construction phase. This reinforces the province as a hewer
of wood and a drawer of water (literally) and does nothing for
the knowledge sector jobs which might ensure BC’s future as a
place for skilled people.

Hydro’s second quarter results, domestic revenues from power
sales were $683 million, $60 million higher than the previous
year; they credit ‘higher average customer rates,’ but say these
were ‘partially offset by decreased revenue from the industrial
sector’.
‘Energy trading results were significantly lower than in the
previous year due to falling prices, lower price spreads between
the Northwest and California and between BC and Alberta and
weakening of the US Dollar.’ This is an excellent description of
the risks BC Hydro is taking on behalf of the IPPs.
It was a low water year; there was a 17% decrease in hydro
generation because of low winter snowpacks and low spring and
summer precipitation. BC Hydro had to buy energy, but prices
were lower, and industrial demand was lower, as previously
explained.
But capital expenditures were $55 million higher than the
previous year. The money was spent on the replacement and
expansion of generation facilities and expansion of the
distribution system.

Dividends
First, the dividend provisions: BC Hydro is required to make a
dividend payment to the Province provided that its debt/equity
ratio does not exceed 80/20. In the 2009 Annual Report, page
63, this is explained: ‘Under a Special Directive from the
Province, BC Hydro is required to make an annual Payment
(the Payment) on or before June 30 of each year. The Payment
is equal to 85 per cent of BC Hydro's distributable surplus for
the most recently completed fiscal year assuming that the debt
to equity ratio, as defined by the Province, after deducting the
payment, is not greater than 80:20. If the Payment would result
in a debt to equity ratio exceeding 80:20, the Payment will be
based on the greatest amount that can be paid without causing
the debt to equity ratio to exceed 80:20. Due to the 80:20 cap,
no payment is payable for fiscal 2009.’
According to the Annual Report, the debt/equity ratio in
fiscal 2009 was 81:19, up from 70:30 in 2008. Therefore no
‘dividend’ is payable to the Province.
‘Net Income’ for 2007 was $407 million; for 2008, $369
million, and for 2009, $358 million. A $288 million dividend
was paid in 2008. BC’s Provincial budget appeared to anticipate
a $300 million dividend for $2009. It won’t be paid; just
another reason for the massive errors in the Provincial budget
this year.

The Future
It seems clear that BC Hydro will have to increase its profits if
the debt:equity ratio is to once more permit dividends to be
paid. This will require some combination of increased revenues
from BC customers (which probably means increased rates),
increased hydropower generation, more sales to the US at
higher prices, and lower investment. On the other hand, the
increasing cost of ‘take-or-pay’ contract commitments with
‘green’ IPPs will make it more difficult to make profits and build
equity.
This is the cost of a strategy that uses the historically sound
financial position of BC Hydro to cover the market risks for
IPPs. If there are to be dividends, the price of power to BC’s
consumers, domestic and industrial, must go up. 0

Debt:Equity Ratio Factors
These factors include everything that affects profits, and
everything that affects capital spending. According to BC

Follow the money: some ins & outs of IPP power
suggested that rates range from 12¢ per KWh for firm power
down to 4¢ per KWh for non-firm. (A graph published in the BC
Hydro F09/F10 Revenue Requirements Application indicates
that the weighted average price from the earlier F2006 Call was
forecast to reach 9¢/KWh in the fall of this year.)
BC Hydro’s cost of ‘heritage’ generation is less than 1¢ per
KWh; power is sold to residential customers in BC at 5.9¢ to
8.2¢ per KWh.
The essence of run-of-river power is that it extracts the
energy from the water as it falls from mountain heights to
nearer sea level; it is this potential energy that is the resource
being exploited. The [potential] energy, in fact, belongs to the
Crown, which holds it in trust for the citizens of the province.
It is interesting that the charge for provincial water licenses
which the provincial government makes to large run-of-river
power producers is only .5-.6¢ per KWh; note that the charge is
for the amount of energy captured, not for the amount of water
used. Smaller producers may be charged as little as .11¢/KWh.
These prices are indexed annually to increases in BC Hydro’s
power rates. (It seems probable that the prices paid to IPPs
under Hydro long-term contracts are similarly indexed.)
The effect of all this is to make run-of-river power, under
long term BC Hydro contracts, an excellent long-term
investment for private producers; with a guaranteed revenue
stream, no matter what the North American electricity markets
do.
How profitable was indicated last July when the BC Utilities
Commission ruled that additional IPP power was not needed
and the ruling echoed loudly in a tumble of IPP share prices.
Since the government’s specific directive and the new round of
negotiations IPP share prices have rebounded. 0

Following Premier Campbell’s November 2 directive to put IPP
power back on BC Hydro’s want list, in mid-November BC
Hydro announced that they would immediately start
discussions with an initial group of 13 projects, and a further 34
before the end of November. The Bute Inlet/Upper Toba Valley
projects are in the second group.

Where It All Began & How It Works
Back in 2006, BC Hydro planned an increase in generation
capacity at existing dams and in 2008 went on to invite bids for
further capacity from independent power producers (IPPs). In
response, BC Hydro received proposals for some 7,000MW,
17,000GWh annually. This included the 1,200MW Plutonic/GE
bid to construct some 21 generation plants in Bute Inlet and the
upper Toba Valley.
Little information is available on BC Hydro’s 35-year ‘take or
pay’ contracts with such IPP corporations, but it has been

JAKOBSEN

Join us and experience our all-suite hotel located nearby
the BC Ferries Terminal. Offer includes one night in a
Comfort Suite and as an extra “treat” we will give you a
$40 credit voucher to be used in Beaches Restaurant.
Offer valid Sept. 7, 2009 through April 20, 2010**, subject to availability.
**exclusion dates January 24/10-March 4/10

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

Applicable taxes & gratuities extra, not valid with other offers

tsawwassen.coasthotels.com
1.800.663.1144
CALL NOW FOR THIS GREAT OFFER!

accomplishments are 179 units of new construction and 117
units of acquired or retained housing, for a total of 296 units of
affordable housing. Housing was provided for over 70 families
and over 220 singles in the Capital Region.
‘Affordable housing is a regional issue,’ said Chair of the
Capital Region Housing Trust Commission Chair Christopher
Causton, ‘It’s good to see the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral
Area commit to solving the issue of homelessness and
affordable housing; we can all do our part in this regional
challenge.’
The Housing Trust Fund currently costs residents
approximately $6.50 per household per annum and translates
into over $12.8 million of affordable housing when partnered
with senior government, community and private sector
contributions.
‘The Southern Gulf Islands is pleased to participate in the
Housing Trust Fund,’ said Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area
Director Ken Hancock. ‘Affordable housing is becoming more
and more of an issue on the Gulf Islands; we will do our best to
ensure the islands are a viable place to live for people of all levels
of income.’ 0

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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and in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo,
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KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE
Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Carl Borgstom

Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133

Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices
Bdining & entertainment units
Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern
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Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

Hartland Landﬁll
Tipping Fee Changes
As of January 2, 2010 Hartland Landﬁll will increase their
current tipping fee, for general refuse only, to cover
increased operational and capital works projects at the
landﬁll, as well as recycling and waste diversion programs
in the capital region. The new fee is:

· $100 per tonne of general refuse
Note: All other fees remain the same.
For more information visit www.crd.bc.ca/waste/hartland
or call 250.360.3030

Editorial: Twenty-one Christmases
You may have noticed, near the bottom of the front page of the
last edition, a modest banner announcing that that issue
marked the completion of twenty years of publishing Island
Tides. So this issue marks the start of the twenty-first year. Since
Christa is away in Europe we will blow the trumpet a little
louder.
Originally, we distributed 4,000 copies to four Southern Gulf
Islands and our news was strictly local. But with the
development of monthly magazines and very local newspapers,
we developed a non-competing strategy. Nowadays, we are a
unique regional paper, distributing some 18,000 copies to
virtually all the Islands in the Strait of Georgia, the east coast of
Vancouver Island and, via the Internet, to a few thousand
regular readers all over the world.
Island Tides still contains seminal news and opinions from
and about the Islands—so we can know and get inspired by each
other. In addition, we have grown to cover stories about the
region, the province, Canada, and the world—we are an eclectic
mix, reflecting the multi-faceted interests of Islanders. We love
your thoughtful letters, often bringing in subjects we just can’t
get to.
Our huge growth in circulation and household delivery is
great for our advertisers, who support us, but it also means a
gigantic leap in costs for printing and Canada Post postage.
Voluntary subscriptions help out with these costs and we’re

always delighted and thankful when we receive them. It’s easy
to forget to drop it in the mail but every bit helps us maintain
this quality of news. For more info see panel on page 10.
The Islands have ‘grown’, too; but the remarkable thing is
that they haven’t changed all that much culturally. With the
advantage of being surrounded by water, Island communities
are stronger and closer; this even applies to the larger
community of Vancouver Island. The Islands Trust (in the
southern strait), the ferries (all over), and just perhaps Island
Tides, account for the fact that the Islands look much like they
did twenty years ago.
We always stop and take a breath over the Christmas and
into the New Year. Our next issue will be January 21, deadlining
on January 13.
This edition Christa is, as we said, already in Europe. Patrick
is filling in as temporary editor for this edition and the next. Jill
is putting the newspaper together, organizing the advertising,
the distribution, and doing all the hundred and one other things
to keep Island Tides running as a self-supporting business and
an independent newspaper.
It’s a good time to thank all our suppliers, our advertisers,
our over 100 contributors this year, our letter writers and, of
course, our readers. We wish you all (and us) lots of joy, love,
and hope for Christmas and throughout 2010.
See you then. 0

Readers’ Letters
Future Power Profits
Dear Editor:
BC Hydro is owned by the people of BC. The infrastructure that
produces and delivers electricity to our homes and businesses
was built and paid for by the people of this province with our tax
dollars many years ago. As a result our hydro rates are the third
lowest in North America. In addition, the considerable profit
from the sale of surplus power to Alberta and USA goes into our
provincial treasury where it is used to help pay for the services
and infrastructure projects that are vital to the sustainability
and further development of the civil and caring society that we
have created in this province over the last few hundred years.
With such a winning formula already in place why then
would our provincial government decide to sell the rights to the
‘run of river’ power projects to multi-national companies that
are, thanks to the Free Trade Agreement, pretty much beyond
the control of our municipal, provincial and even federal
governments?
As a result of this catastrophically bad business decision, the
profits from the sale of all future power produced in BC from
‘run of river’ hydro projects will be going into the pockets of
multinationals and their shareholders instead of into the
provincial treasury and back to the people of B.C. where it
belongs.
Bob Warden, Nanaimo

Solar Not Cost-effective

Dear Editor,
I was in Phoenix, Arizona recently and I expected to see rooftop
solar electricity panels everywhere. But I was surprised by how
few I actually saw.
When I asked a friend who lives there why this was, he told
me that solar panels are very expensive to buy and set up and it
takes a long time to get your money back. They just aren’t costeffective enough.
I’m sure someone will eventually find a way around the high
cost of rooftop solar panels in sunny states like Arizona and
California, but until then I can see why cost-effective
hydroelectric, run of river and wind energy from BC is so
appealing to them and potentially very lucrative for our
province.
Trudy Gordon, Burnaby

Olympic Border
The following letter was sent to Premier Campbell and copied
to Island Tides for publication.
Dear Premier Campbell:
On behalf of The Writers’ Union of Canada, I wish to record our
strong objection to perceived attempts to censor and stifle the
right to express dissenting views regarding the 2010 Vancouver
Winter Olympics.
On November 26, 2009 US reporter Amy Goodman was
detained by Canadian Border Services Agency, Pacific Region,
while attempting to enter Canada to give a book promotional
speech at the Vancouver Public Library. Ms. Goodman was
repeatedly interrogated as to whether she was planning to speak
about the Winter Olympics. She was photographed, control
documents were stapled to her passport, and her vehicle and
computer were searched. This treatment of a distinguished
American journalist has damaged Canada in the eyes of the
world.
Earlier this year I was compelled to write with regard to
intimidating behaviour on the part of the Integrated Securities
Unit (ISU) while interviewing Dr Chris Shaw, the author of Five
Ring Circus: Myths and Realities of the Olympic Games.
Now, as then, The Writers’ Union of Canada requests a
formal assurance that the freedom of writers and journalists to
criticize the Canadian Olympics will be respected, as befits the
guarantees outlined in the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.
Erna Paris, Chair, The Writers’ Union of Canada

Attack On Parlimentary Tradition

Dear Editor:
I am becoming increasingly alarmed at the deterioration of
Parliament under this Conservative government. It is necessary
and healthy to have broad-based views, and those from all
across the political spectrum have useful ideas to contribute to
society. But what alarms me about the approaches of the
Conservatives is their attack on the nature of Canadian politics

itself, and the undermining of Parliament as an institution.
What we call the parliamentary tradition has evolved over
the centuries, and while it has many flaws it is a valid way to
organise and manage political power. Much of what has made it
function depended on the honour and integrity of those present,
and while there have been occasional slip-ups, generally it
works.
In many ways Parliament functions voluntarily. It operates
under conventions that were designed to limit power and
ensure that the government is held to account. But many of
these conventions and protocols do not have the rule of law
because they assume a person of honour would not deliberately
thwart the important function of parliament. No government
loves the Opposition, but none debated the need to have them
there.
Until this Government, that is. It has only been a year since
our Prime Minister tried to gut Parliament itself, and since then
we have seen him time and again ignore Parliamentary norms
that are designed to make his government answerable to the
people. We have seen him release policy and financial
statements outside the House, deny media access to his
government, refuse to meet with or answer questions from his
constituents, and most recently, suppress crucial information
regarding Afghan detainee transfers from the Opposition, and
therefore from the rest of Canada.
Mr Harper knows that his power is constrained only if he
chooses to participate in our parliamentary tradition. An
institution that can only limit power through moral censure,
and which requires a transparent and accessible government, is
quietly being replaced by an unaccountable machine of secrecy,
spin and deception.
Nathaniel Poole, Victoria

Maybe We’re Old and Slow

Dear Editor:
It was more than 3o years ago that the metric conversion system
in weight and measures was implemented by legislation in
Canada (1977).
My question is, why is it that in your newspaper the old
imperial way is printed almost all the time?
Are we here in the west somehow a little slow to adapt, or are
we so far away from the east that it doesn't matter, or is it just a
journalistic oversight? A discussion on this subject would be
very interesting .
Otherwise I find your newsprint very valuable and
informative, especially as far as our environment is concerned.
Bert Castor, Galiano Island

Ice Jam On The Athabasca

Dear Editor:
In the context of all the hot-air being emitted at Copenhagen, I
offer this piece:
I've just read a fantastic piece of historic Canadian
literature—The Silence of the North, a memoir by a pioneer
trapper’s wife, Olive A. Fredrickson, as told to author Ben East.
She reminisces about her experiences in the north of Alberta
and BC in the 1920’s when all was wild up there. Her travels in
the then wilderness took her all through the area around Fort
McMurray, now the epicentre of the Alberta Tar Sands
planetary blight.
Here I quote a poignant and alarming passage from her book
which documents a massive, destructive ice-jam which tears
down the Athabasca River, creating destruction and havoc right
into Fort McMurray.
I shudder to think that a similar catastrophe today will tear
apart the flimsy, earthworks ramparts which shore up the
massive and totally poisonous tailings ponds which contain the
by-products of dirty-oil production:
…all of a sudden we heard a thunderous noise upriver,
and looking that way we could see a pile of ice like a small
mountain springing up in midstream. I had lived along
the Athabasca long enough to know what that meant. The
river ice had started to move and a jam was forming in the
rapids a half mile above. I knew the awesome power of
that ice, and knew we needed to get back to Fort
McMurray without losing a second. We were in no actual
danger for if the ice cut us off on the trail, we could climb
the tar-sand hills back from the river. But those hills were
brushy and rough and that would mean a very hard hike,
LETTERS, please turn to page 5

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Sat, Dec 19 thru Sun, Jan 3

Friday, January 1

Holiday Season Fun Swims—‘Everyone Welcome Swims’ over
the holidays include: waves, waterslide, diving boards, tots pool,
pirate ship, swirlpool, and afternoon games, family changerooms
and AquaTerra Cafe • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk
Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Info:
schedule www.saanich.ca or call the 24-hour Swim-line 250-4757620 • IN SAANICH

Polar Bear Swim—start the year with a jump in the ocean; pipe
band; smokies, hotdogs, veggie dogs and hot cocoa (free to all
swimmers) • Port Browning Marina • splashdown about 1pm • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, January 15 &16

Thursday, December 31

Two Heads Talking—Hoarse Raven
Theatre presents two comedies by Alan
Bennett featuring witty, dramatic
monologues: A Lady of Letters and Her
Big Chance;featuring Tanja DixonWarren, directed by Michael Fera •
MAYNE: Jan 15: Community Hall, Tickets
@ Happy Tides and door • SATURNA: Jan 16, Community Hall,
Tickets @ General Store and door • 8pm • Tickets: $15 advance,
$20 at the door • Info: www.hoarseraven.com 604 258-4079• ON
MAYNE AND SATURNA ISLANDS

11th Annual New Year’s Eve Magic Lake Lantern
Festival—Web of Light; community outdoor celebration with
minstrels, muses, lanterns, shadow dancers, giant puppets, kayak
ballet, stilt walkers, music & more • 4:30pm, assemble at Danny
Martin Ball Park with lanterns or torches, 5pm procession begins
to the picnic area at Magic Lake • By donation • Info:
250-629-3707
www.magiclakelanternfestival.com
lanternfestival@shaw.ca • ON PENDER ISLAND

Jupiter Ranch Art Studio Workshops—FEB 5-7: Acrylic
with Mixed Media with Teresa Bernard; FEB 17-21: Through
Artists' Eyes Seeing your Body as a Work of Art with Nicholas
Pearce • Cost: $295 & $650 • Info: jupiterranch@shaw.ca
www.jupiterranchartstudio.com Sylvie 250-247-2051 • ON
GABRIOLA ISLAND

Mon thru Wed, Dec 28–30
Lantern Making Workshops—individuals, groups and
families - it's time get ready for the New Year's Eve Magic Lake
Lantern Festival; fix up your old lantern or make a new one •
Community Hall • 10-4 pm • Drop in, supplies provided,
donations welcomed • Info: lanternfestival@shaw.ca or
www.magiclakelanternfestival.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

February 5 to 7 & 17 to 21

Salish Sea-wide Visibility - islandtides@islandtides.com 250-629-3660

December Garden

Brian Crumblehulme

Dry wintry days of sun and perhaps a little frost are the ideal
time to get outside and clean up the ground and garden. With
the heavy rains past, the ground is not so wet and heavy that it
cannot be walked on or even dug. A satisfying activity on a brisk
day is pruning the orchard. Not all trees may require pruning
but if, like me, you have some young trees, careful pruning at
this stage will shape a tree for years to come and can make a
huge difference to the yield. Branches should be balanced and
reach out like hands away from the main trunk. Remove any
that cross over or tangle and those that shoot straight up
through the centre as they are unlikely to bear much fruit.
Apples, pears, plums, cherries, red currants and gooseberries
produce fruit from small spurs along the branches. By now
these fragile spurs will have formed for next year so care should
be taken not to damage them. For young trees it may be
advisable to shorten some of the fruiting twigs to encourage
new branches and allow the tree to grow larger. Peaches,
nectarines and black currants will produce most of their fruit
directly on last year's growth so again care must be taken to
train these branches into the sun or along a wall or fence. For
gooseberries and red currants, thin out the centre of the bush to
avoid overcrowding as they are subject to mildew in damp
weather, then prune the side shoots back to two buds each.
Remove all the old growth on black currants and leave the new
growth for fruiting, clipping only damaged or tangled shoots to
permit air flow and sun.
Speaking of pruning: if you are given an attractive potted
chrysanthemum this season you can keep it for future years by
cutting it back to about three inches after it has flowered and
placing it outside on a mild day. Sturdy three inch
chrysanthemum shoots also make good cuttings. And if the
weather turns cold you can still have a fine winter flower show
by protecting violets, pansies, marigolds, cyclamen and
hellebores with a sheet of glass. I always like to leave my roses
until after Christmas before giving them a mid-winter rest, in
the hope that we can pick fresh roses when company comes. So
late in the month or in January is the time to clean up the rose
garden, remove and burn leaves to kill fungal spores, and prune
roses back about halfway to encourage strong new shoots and
sturdy growth. Roses are large flowers that need strong
supporting stems or they will bend over or break at the first
breeze or spring rain. That done, I mulch mine with manure and
ash from the stove.
If you are in the process of settling in and cleaning up after
some major construction or renovation, the place can look a
mess and the work can be daunting. Churned up ground can get
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Wishing you
a happy holiday season...

Celebrate Thanksgiving!
... from all of us at Poets Cove!
Join us for traditional Christmas dinner,
New Year’s Eve dinner, Syrens Bash or
New Year’s Day Brunch.
Check our website for details
or call 250-629-2100

muddy and the top soil washed away so if you are not yet ready
to landscape, the best remedy is to scatter a seed mix over the
ground. For just a few dollars you can make up a ground cover
mixture with annual rye, clover, vetch and wild flowers. Some
will germinate, some will not, but in a few weeks there will be a
green blush across the ground that will herald spring and help
to conserve the fragile soil. These are non-invasive species that
will grow and thrive as long as they are left alone, then when you
are ready they can simply be dug into the ground as a green
fertilizer.
Since time immemorial gardens have been circumscribed by
fences and walls of every description. In classical times, gardens
were treated like outdoor rooms; indeed, many Mediterranean
houses today are constructed around a courtyard garden.
Besides a place to grow family vegetables, late medieval gardens
were also places of assignation, polite and otherwise, so a solid
wall served to protect the plants and provided the occupants
with privacy. Here on the Salish Sea fences are essential to keep
the deer at bay, and there are many ways to accomplish this. The
ubiquitous stucco wire or cattle fence is practical and can be
landscaped by planting wild roses around the outside. You can
also employ the fence posts to support a second row for growing
beans or tomatoes. In my soft fruit garden I train raspberries,
loganberries and tayberries along the fence line; it serves to
keep them tidy and easy to pick; it also creates a summer hedge
to hold the heat for better ripening. Many plants thrive better if
they are protected from cooling on-shore winds and the old
stone or brick walls seen in Europe are ideal. In this part of the
world they are also expensive so a vine-covered fence is an
expedient and attractive alternative. Then, just for fun you can
try an old fashioned arbour of willows cuttings, grapevines,
espaliered apples or plums. Practical, attractive and not too
expensive, a private bower is a garden feature, but don't forget
to leave room for a seat or swing.
In the 1880's the Royal Horticultural Society of London
decided to hold an apple festival to celebrate the importance of
that fruit. They exhibited 2600 varieties of apple. A hundred
years later the same organization had difficulty locating 1600
varieties, and so today there are growers around the world
avidly collecting and preserving the genetic diversity of apples
and every other horticultural and agricultural plant they can
locate. In the 1660's the markets of London displayed no fewer
than 40 varieties of broccoli. There are (were) dozens of
varieties of beets and beans; hundreds of varieties of tomatoes,
and thousands of potatoes. Much genetic diversity has been lost
in the twentieth century and as the gene pool gets smaller so too
do our options for adapting to climate change and growing
those varieties best suited to our region. As individuals we
cannot possibly collect nearly enough seeds, but we can choose
a favorite fruit or vegetable and start a collection of one kind.
Saving seeds or taking cuttings is a fun hobby especially when
you find out you are not alone. Winter is the perfect time to
peruse the catalogues but instead of seeking the latest new
varieties, you might want to try to see just how many traditional
varieties are available, and which ones are best suited to this
area. And later in the winter your local seed exchange will
feature local varieties you will never see on the supermarket
shelf. It's a fun activity and you'll be doing everyone a favour.
GARDEN, please turn to page 9

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

w w w. p o e t s c o v e . c o m

•

888.512.7638

www.rainwaterconnection.com

ISLAND TIDES, Dec 17, 2009, Page 5
Jazz by Paul S White

A Drum Roll for a Role
Model
Professional musicians, a minority group in society’s mosaic,
hide their private emotions. When one of their kind passes
away, they are quietly expressive to each other but the public
may be less aware. Victoria’s Louis Williamson, percussionist
and vibraphonist, performer and teacher, is the subject of much
Facebook comment by his peers since he passed away on
October 30.
Williamson, President of Local 247 of the AFM Canada
(Association of Musicians for Victoria and the Islands), will
receive a musical tribute performance in the New Year, organized
by performers. Celebration of his achievements, good character,
musicality and generous spirit will mitigate gloom.
Louis Rossi Williamson was a talented percussionist who
specialized on drums and vibraphone. A wag once remarked
that the only difference between a percussionist and a drummer
was about $300 per week.
Lou was known to one segment of his admiring audience as
the tasty drummer in the Dixieland Express Jazz Band, and in
other jazz groups—but symphony orchestras, military march,
big swing and dance bands, and clinics for students were also
treated to his presence. He was a ‘first call’ drummer who
always made good time—both with his drum kit and by arriving
to work punctually. He was a role model for the respect he had
for himself in any public appearance—always well-groomed,
well dressed (in black) and always respecting the audience with
uniforms and tuxedo wear.
Victoria, Nanaimo, Salt Spring Island and Vancouver Island
in general, are blessed with musicians who find soft winters and
appreciative audiences in greater density than most other
regions. I fervently hope that fellow Island residents appreciate
that good fortune. Recognition of Lou Williamson’s remarkable
virtues is a good place to start.
Williamson was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, (1947) came to
Canada, and started his 30-year career with Canada’s military
bands, in Halifax ( 1966) and on to Montreal, Camp Borden,
and the west coast. He settled in Victoria and maintained his
connection with military reserve bands thereafter. He became
university-educated in his craft, conducted clinics and helped
young drummers unreservedly, and presented himself with
distinction, at all times on and off the bandstand.
Cyber-space’s Facebook tribute pages for Lou have almost
200 members and many laudatory personal comments from
fellow musicians and friends. He will be remembered with great
pleasure in films, recordings, as a musician in stage plays, and
for his stellar drum solos in major and minor venues whenever
he played. His appearances at Saturna’s Jazz Dance will not be
forgotten!
A fellow rhythm player tells a story about Lou’s range and
depth of jazz knowledge. Once, when he completed a great
drum solo—he turned to his fellow band members and said,
sotto voce, ‘That was Phillie Jo Jones’s solo from the recording!’
Beat for beat and note for note!
He is also reported by the same player, who worked with
him for 20 years, as having advised a good pianist. The pianist
wanted to know how a tune should lead into the ‘ bridge’ ( the
eight bars of a pop tune which release tension and allay
DRUM ROLL, please turn to page 8
LETTERS from page 4
especially with the baby. Walter wasn't as concerned as I
was, for he had never lived close to a big north-country
river, but he took my word for it, and we started to hurry
back. We had not gone a quarter mile when the jam began
moving slowly down, and with blasts like the crash of
cannon, the three-foot-thick ice ahead of it, where we
were, started to break and go. The Athabasca was over a
half mile wide there, but there was no room in the channel
for that huge, moving mountain of ice. The whole
groaning, cracking mass ground and shoved its way
along with unbelievable force, tearing trees out by the
roots, gouging away tons of riverbank, and where the
shore was low, pushing onto the land, flattening brush
and tipping trees in a smashed tangled rubble. At a small
canyon, we found it thrusting onto the shore for about 400
yards, and we made a long rough detour up the hill, and
then clawed our way through the thick stuff back to the
trail. Back at Fort McMurray we met a sight that was hard
to believe. A huge ridge of ice was piling up on the threeacre island in the middle of the river, plowing and
churning trees, earth, rock until the whole island was
ground away. Then the ice stopped moving, except for a
muddy channel one hundred feet wide on our side.
Another jam had formed. That jam backed the ice a mile
up the Clearwater, tearing boats apart, knocking down
houses, and wrecking a sawmill. Many people took
refuge on the hill behind the settlement. But within an
hour the pent-up force of the mighty river broke the jam,
and the ice moved once more…’
Ingmar Lee, Denny Island
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Christmas in Nairobi ~ Pené Hollingworth
As Tig and I are driven down the rough dusty road of the
Huruma Estate in Nairobi, Kenya, children are playing in the
dirt and garbage is strewn everywhere. They play with
makeshift soccer balls made from well stuffed and taped plastic
bags and toys manufactured by themselves out of old bits of
wire and wood. They are like children everywhere, happy go
lucky. On all sides are the small mud floored shanties that are
their homes. As the sun shines down, it is hard to think of the
excesses of Christmas as we know it. We are about to experience
a very different Christmas.
Haruma Estate is on the edge of Kibera, the largest shanty
town or slum in Africa. Kibera has come to the world’s attention
recently as the home of Barack Obama’s brother, who is
currently residing in jail in Nairobi. The shanty town is riddled
with crime and poverty and even the better off Kenyans will not
go there. Growing up there is tough and predisposes you to a
disadvantaged life.
There are some that have it even tougher. They are the girls
we are going to visit and enable them to enjoy the one day in the
year that is special to them. Tig and I are going to help with the
annual Christmas Party at Mother Teresa’s Convent of the
Sisters of Charity. The Convent houses and cares for fifty girls
with cerebral palsy, spina bifida, or severe Down’s syndrome.
These are girls who have been abandoned by their families as
they can no longer care for them. Many have been found lying
beside the road as throwaways, as desperate families have to
consider the survival of the rest of the family. The Sisters of
Mother Teresa’s have taken them in and devote their lives to
caring for these girls.
Mother Superior has shown us where the novices of the
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convent are preparing 2000 Christmas packages of maize, rice,
sugar, coffee, tea, cooking oil and some candy for families in
Kibera. These packages will be handed out to worthy people, at
the gates of the Convent, on Christmas Day. The sisters know
who is worthy and who is not, as they know their neighbours
through a daily distribution of Ugali (maize cakes) to 250
people.
The Christmas party is starting as we arrive in the courtyard
of the convent. The girls are all around the open sunny area on
pallets, or sitting in chairs. Each girl has a volunteer to attend to
her needs. In the middle of the courtyard, decorated with tinsel,
balloons and a large gold star, stands a Charlie Brown
Christmas tree. Christmas carols are playing and happy sounds
come from everywhere.
Tig and I are both assigned a girl to feed. The girl’s eyes light
up as an unaccustomed meal of turkey, rice and vegetables is
brought from the kitchen. Feeding some of the girls is very
difficult as they are so handicapped they are destined to lie on
pallets for the rest of their lives. Looking around you can see
how much this one day means to them.
As soon as we are finished with the meal, the highlight of the
day, Santa, arrives, accompanied by a magician dressed as a
clown. He is the tallest, skinniest, blackest Santa Claus I have
ever seen. Under his skimpy red suit a huge bulge is visible,
belted tightly in place, one of the convent pillows, used under
normal circumstances to support the muscles of the weakest
girls? His bright red pants are too short because of his
incredible height and his thin black ankles and legs are plainly
visible above his running shoe clad feet. His black arms
protrude from his coat sleeves and make him look like a
teenager who has outgrown everything. His beard is lopsided
and is so full it almost hides his Kenyan face underneath.
Nothing can hide his bright white teeth as he smiles at everyone.
Despite his shortcomings by our standards, to the girls he is the
most wonderful of all men. He arrives with a kind word to each
of the girls that he passes and it is obvious that his word is worth
more than gold. He recognizes, by name, each of the girls who
can understand what he is saying and hands out a candy treat to
each of them.
The magician soon goes into action and he has many
laughing with his antics with rings and cards. He even does a
wonderful ventriloquist act with a bird resembling a bald eagle.
His multicoloured wig and lively banter brighten up all the girls.
One girl in particular, Rose, is definitely not as disadvantaged
as the rest. She sits in a wheelchair and responds happily to all.
A bright sunny teenager, Rose was from a good Kenyan family.
Her family took her to a prestigious Kenyan hospital when she
was two years old, as her legs became paralyzed. The doctors
tried to find out what was causing the paralysis but could not
determine a cause. When it was time for Rose to be released, no
COPENHAGEN from page 3
NGO residences today and confiscated lots of stuff
they said could be used for civil disobedience.
I am normally a calm guy and not prone to anxiety but
this place has me jumping. Next Thursday and Friday
will be wild and unpredictable with over 100 heads of
government speaking. There are 40,000 people on the
attendees list. There are 5,000 journalists here. The Bela
Centre capacity where the COP is being held is 15,000.
The COP is chaired by the Danish Environment
Minister. She and the Prime Minister cannot stand
each other and do not talk (so it is widely twittered).
The responsibility for bringing all this together rests
with the Danes. Some optimists say that the G2 will
come next week (Obama and Hu) and strike a deal that
everybody can take it or leave it. But this is not a Yes or
No deal; it is endlessly nuanced. Even if they embrace
each other and everybody cheers all the critical details
will remain to be worked out…let alone ratified and
implemented. I cannot believe there is anything like
this on earth—it is heroic in a way but mostly it is
frightening!
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Santa at Mother Teresa’s Convent of the
Sisters of Charity, Nairobi, Kenya.
one came to pick her up. Her family could not be found, so she
was rescued by the sisters. She is the only girl to attend school
with the novices and wants to become a lawyer. Only through
the goodness of the Sisters of Charity is she where she is today.
Her only wish for Christmas is to continue to be educated so
that she can help others. Rose is Santa’s helper for the day and
clearly enjoys her responsibilities.
Soon it was time for the singing of Christmas songs and then
came the time for the nuns to carry a well fed and happy group
of girls back to their rooms for their rests.
I was struck by how little it takes to lift everyone’s spirits for
a short while. Tig and I were fortunate enough to see the real
spirit of Christmas infect the lives of the youngsters in the
convent. It made us realize how fortunate are the majority of
Canadian children. Christmas will forever have a special
meaning to Tig and I from now on, as we remember sharing a
unique holiday celebration with our Nairobi friends. 0
Pené Hollingworth
extraordinaire.
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So as I leave for Copenhagen, we have a clear description.
The moment is perilous. We stand between heroism and
disaster. You need not sit back and wait. Please continue to keep
up the pressure. Post comments on news media comment
websites and blogs, write to the newspapers and phone the
Prime Minister’s Office (613-992-4211). To stay up to date on
the negotiations, sign up for daily reports from the Earth
Negotiations Bulletin, www.iisd.ca/climate/cop15/. These are
pithy, no-nonsense reports prepared through a non-government
ENB team of graduate students working within the
International Institute for Sustainable Development. For
activist news check out the www.350.org site or international
Friends of the Earth. To keep abreast of the science Salt Spring
Island’s own Dorothy Cutting maintains a great site,
www.westcoastclimateequity.org. And I will be reporting daily
on the www.elizabethmay.ca site.
Realistically, what are the options for the outcome in
Copenhagen? A successful agreement will mean that the world
stops the growth in greenhouse gases so that they peak no later
than 2015 and begin their decline from there. Overshooting
2015 could commit the world to a catastrophic runaway climate
crisis.
Failure in Copenhagen could look like two things: the
decision of all leaders to call it a failure and admit they fell short.
This is less likely than the more dangerous form of failure: a
happy photo op of world leaders smiling and calling their failure
a ‘good first step.’ We are now seventeen years past ‘good first
steps.’ The citizens of this world, our children and
grandchildren will thank us only for embracing real success.
Elizabeth E. May is the leader of the Green Party of Canada,
candidate in Saanich Gulf Islands and Officer of the Order of
Canada. 0
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“I encourage
every Canadian
to get the H1N1
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Dr. David Butler-Jones
Chief Public Health Officer of Canada
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and effective way to protect
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the H1N1 flu virus.
Canada has enough vaccine
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For information on flu clinics throughout your province go to
www.gov.bc.ca/h1n1 or call 8-1-1.
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Bill would allow farm gate
meat sales

NDP MLA Nicholas Simons (Sunshine Coast) has introduced a
bill to allow ‘farm gate’ meat sales in BC. The bill, M205, would
amend the Food Safety Act, passed in 2002 by the provincial
Liberal government, to permit the sale of meat directly to the
public from a farm where animals are raised.
In September 2007, the government implemented new
regulations governing the meat industry which required that all
meat sold had to be processed in a government-licensed
abbatoir. It was intended that this would achieve ‘deregulation’
of the meat industry. These regulations effectively banned ‘farm
gate’ sales, despite loud protests from small farmers.
Funding to assist in the creation of the necessary meat
processing infrastructure was provided through the Meat
Transition Assistance Plan, administered by the British Columbia
Food Processors Association. The Steering Committee had no
small farms representatives and many small communities did
not qualify for funding.
According to Simons, the Meat Industry Regulations stem
from international trade agreements, and are needed by major
meat processors. The amendment proposed in Simons’ bill
essentially exempts small producers from the regulations if they
are not selling for resale. 0

Island Life as an Extreme Sport ~ Brian Crumblehulme
Question 1: ‘So what do you do here anyways, and whatever
happens in winter?’ The interlocutor, an urban professional of
dubious credentials, strolled about the deck clutching his beer
while eyeing the forest with suspicion. Anyone who asks a
question like that clearly has no concept of rural life. To begin
with, there are no street lights.
Question 2: ‘When do you sleep?’ The lady in her fifties had
already lost the sparkle in her blue eyes and the crows feet were
encroaching on her weary smile. After thirty years of professional
life she and her soul mate had bought into early retirement, sold
their one hundred thousand dollar home for half a million,
bought a cottage, rebuilt it into a designer home, planted fifty
fruit trees, then installed an irrigation system, a fence and a
pond, and were sitting down to a stolen cup of tea when a
neighbour called round: ‘Hello, welcome to the Island!’
This was quickly followed by the first of fifty invitations:
would you like to join the Lions Club, Legion, Senior’s Group,
ladies fitness, TOPS, men’s coffee, badminton, sailing, kayaking,
hiking, garden club? Or do you like to sew, knit, quilt, paint,
carve, sing, dance, perform, read, write, play cribbage, bridge,
poker, make wine, drink wine? Or yet again, we could really use
your talents as a volunteer at the recycling, path building, beach
cleaning, broom bashing, water board, health board, fire board,
dock commission, APC (code word for islanders), farmers’
market, chamber of commerce, parks and rec…? And, if you
would like something more spiritual…

SALMON from page 1
devastating losses from sea lice.

Alexandra Morton is ‘Hopeful’
The fight to attract the federal government’s attention to the
plight of Fraser River salmon has been led by biologist
Alexandra Morton. She termed the Judicial Inquiry a
‘significant step that could ensure wild salmon have a future.’
‘There is clearly something very wrong with DFO and it
would appear Mr. Harper understands the gravity of the
situation. This action makes me cautiously optimistic and
hopeful that we are poised at the beginning of a new era of
fisheries management, benefiting all Canadians,’ she said.
‘Increasingly, leading fisheries scientists are suggesting DFO is
corrupt and lying,’ continued Morton. ‘The agency is
nonfunctional, having allowed policy to override biology,
carelessly risking one of earth's greatest fish stocks. The
department is full of excellent scientists and enforcement
officers who are not allowed to do their jobs,’ she charged.

The Inquiry Focuses on Fraser
Sockeye and DFO
The Terms of Reference for the Commission of Inquiry into
Decline of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River focus on Fraser
River sockeye and on DFO’s ‘policies and practices’:
(a) to conduct the Inquiry without seeking to find fault on
the part of any individual, community or organization, and with
the overall aim of respecting conservation of the sockeye
salmon stock and encouraging broad cooperation among
stakeholders,
(b) to consider the policies and practices of the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans (the ‘Department’) with respect to the
sockeye salmon fishery in the Fraser River—including the
Department’s scientific advice, its fisheries policies and
programs, its risk management strategies, its allocation of
Departmental resources and its fisheries management practices
and procedures, including monitoring, counting of stocks,
forecasting and enforcement,
(c) to investigate and make independent findings of fact
regarding:
(i) the causes for the decline of Fraser River sockeye
salmon including, but not limited to, the impact of
environmental changes along the Fraser River, marine
environmental conditions, aquaculture, predators,
diseases, water temperature and other factors that may
have affected the ability of sockeye salmon to reach
traditional spawning grounds or reach the ocean, and
(ii) the current state of Fraser River sockeye salmon
stocks and the long term projections for those stocks, and
(d) to develop recommendations for improving the future
sustainability of the sockeye salmon fishery in the Fraser River
including, as required, any changes to the policies, practices and
procedures of the Department in relation to the management of
the Fraser River sockeye salmon fishery.
Testimony at the Inquiry will be given under oath.

The Fisheries Act and Salmon Farms
A February 2009 BC Supreme Court judgement made it clear
that management of salmon farms was no longer to be a
provincial responsibility and would come under the DFO and

the federal Fisheries Act. Justice Hinkson, in his decision, gave
the two governments a year to effect the transfer, but Morton
says that, after the summer sockeye crash, the provincial
government has ‘backed away’, leaving DFO ‘scrambling to
design a regulatory regime’. In the meantime, she says, the
industry is continuing to expand.
DFO has been meeting with stakeholders to discuss salmon
farm regulation. The most recent meetings were in Campbell
River earlier in December. To enquire about further meetings,
contact Mandy Mielke (amanda.mielke@dfo-mpo.gc.ca, 613949-3129 or Trevor Swerdfager, Director General, Aquaculture
Management trevor.swerdfager@dfo-mpo.gc.ca, 613-9494919.

Fisheries Act Charges
Morton has also continued to lay charges under the Fisheries
Act, both concerning the escape of farmed salmon and Marine
Harvest’s ‘by-catch’ of wild pink salmon without any license.
She also said that in October 2009 Marine Harvest had
admitted to catching herring in the Broughton Archipelago and
composting them without a license or reporting the catch.
Herring fishing in the Broughton has been closed for twenty
years.

Sea Lice Out of Control in Norway
Norway's state broadcaster NRK reported on Monday: ‘In the
past year, the amount of sea lice in Norwegian fish farms
exploded. The industry has been on the hump of the
environmental movement in the wake of an illness boom. This
is because the salmon lice infect the wild salmon, and thereby
threaten wild salmon stocks.’
The Norwegian Hunters and Fishers (NJFF), Norwegian
Salmon Rivers Owners (Norsk Lakseelver) and WWF Norway
called on the Fisheries Minister to take the sea lice problem
more seriously. NJFF reported yesterday under the headline ‘A
Lot of Talk - Little Action’:
‘…life-threatening situation for our wild salmon along the
coast is informed by a disaster. The trend of increasing
resistance to the main treatment methods are cause for great
concern. The organizations ask that the Minister immediately
initiate a standstill for further growth in the industry…We will
increase the pressure in this case. The battle is now.’
The Norwegian Salmon Association reported last week
under the headline ‘Norway is managing the extinction of wild
salmon!’:
‘The Director of The Directorate for Nature Management,
Janne Sollie, says today that Norway is not managing the
farmed salmon business, but the extinction of wild salmon! She
says this due to the fact of record high and disastrous levels of
sea-lice in the farmed salmon farms. If this is allowed to keep
on, all wild salmon will be history!’
In addition, the ISA Virus is reported to have killed 70% of
farmed salmon in Chile, so Morton has also requested that
federal Fisheries Minister Gail Shea close the border to the
import of Atlantic salmon eggs, so that the ISA virus will not be
introduced to BC waters. Shea has claimed that there is no
‘strong evidence’ that ISA travels in eggs, but some scientists
disagree. 0
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Dear thing, she just couldn’t say no.
Rural living is also tough. You have to be fit to survive here,
especially in summer when it is dry and you have to keep watch
for fires, and in winter when the roads can be really slippery and
the pipes freeze. Fall is rough too when you need to fix the roof
and stock up the woodpile and clean up the garden, ditto spring
when there’s more clean-up, planting, building, weeding....
Then there are the parties: those with lots of notice that you
fret over about what to take and the improvised ones that
happen on the only night you rent a movie.
For some, Island life means getting away, for Islanders, life is. 0

Juan de Fuca rural
resource bylaw passes
Second Reading
The Juan de Fuca (JDF) Rural Resource Lands (RRL) Plan
includes an Official Community Plan and Land Use Bylaw and
covers the forest and resource lands west of Sooke in the JDF
Electoral Area. The RRL Plan passed second reading by the
Capital Regional District Board. The plan will now proceed to
public hearing in January, before being resubmitted to the
Board for consideration of final approval. The lands West of
Sooke are mainly a combination of crown forest land and
private tree farm license land, with small portions of privately
held parcels. The plan provides land use, subdivision and
planning regulations for the area.
The primary goal of the plan is to protect the area’s natural
resources in the context of resource and economic uses,
maintenance of rural atmosphere and protection of the
environment. The plan accommodates resource extraction,
tourism, residential and recreational uses in appropriate
locations. Forms of development that increase demands for
services and infrastructure and that negatively impact the rural
resource nature of the area are not supported.
Minimum parcel sizes for subdivision purposes have been
set at 120 hectares for the Resource Lands, where lands have
been removed from Private Managed Forest land status. The
proposed zoning will allow for one single-family dwelling per
parcel and one secondary suite or detached accessory suite. For
a number of parcels located in the Agricultural Land Reserve
and Rural Resource Lands zones, the minimum parcel size for
subdivision purposes is 4 hectares, with a maximum of one
single-family dwelling and one secondary suite or detached
accessory suite.
JUAN DE FUCA, please turn to page 10
DRUM ROLL from page 5
boredom between melody routines) Lou surprised everyone by
instantly saying ‘E Flat Major Seventh, C Minor Seventh flat
five’ and so on. Drummers aren’t widely known to do that, but
Lou Williamson could and did!
He is also remembered for ministering to a wheelchairbound ex-Marine drummer at Sun Valley, Idaho by taping the
frustrated player’s errant foot to his ‘high hat’ drum cymbal
pedal with good old duct tape—and it worked! The ex-Marine
played on!
The tradition of tribute by peers in public performance is
nowhere better exemplified than in central Manhattan in New
York City. As a consequence of a Lutheran pastor’s ministration
to troubled jazz musicians almost 50 years ago, the authorities
of St Peter’s Lutheran Church at 54th Street and Lexington
Avenue approved Pastor John Gensel’s request to pursue that
end, and the now 150-year-old stone church became ‘the Jazz
Church.’
When a prominent jazz musician passes from our presence,
a memorial service is conducted at St Peter’s in marvelous
ambience—thanks to the sale of air space rights. The lovely little
church, clasped by the towering CitiCorp building, now has a
proper stage, dressing and rehearsal rooms, sound system and
tiered pews for more than 400 celebrants of musical memorials.
The celebrated musician’s peers and friends descend on the
Church from wherever they are in the world, and a formal
ceremony follows. Five minutes of eulogy, five minutes of a jazz
band’s play are alternated successively with different eulogists
and different bands honouring the subject by expressing
emotions through the jazz play of peers and associates. It is a
marvelous expression of affection and respect.
Lou Williamson’s tribute will be closer to home and easier to
get to. The best way to deal with the passing loss of such a fine
gentleman musician is to watch for the event and attend
Victoria’s 2010 musical tribute. To enjoy remembrance beats
private mourning.
A drum roll for role model Lou will herald his stature in
music and life.
To quote a pop tune lyric which contains a nugget of truth,
‘Heaven just got a little bit louder!’ 0
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Canada’s Second Language: Obfuscation
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Duckboards in the Piazza San Marco.

Venice In An Afternoon ~ Christa Grace-Warrick

The bus trip from Florence to Venice was
cancelled but the helpful Florentine tour guide
said, ‘Go by train, you only need a day for
Venice.’ I smiled, but she printed out the train
schedule and I was on the Eurostar train the
next morning. (A national holiday, it was the
only day off from my Italian-immersion
lessons.)
By 11:30am, I was on a vaporetto on my way
down the Canal Grande enroute to Piazza San
Marco. Wow! There it all was—through a haze
of rain. I found myself perching my umbrella
on my shoulder as I took photo after photo. A
few bedraggled but determined tourists rocked
in gondolas. But rows and rows of them were
tied up along the banks. I can’t imagine what
the traffic’s like when they are all on the move.
On the square I caught the noon bells and
was fascinated by the quite over-the-top
basilica—truly where east meets west. Equally
interesting were the masses of half-assembled
and stacked duckboards, waiting for the next
acqua alta when the tide flows into the square
and people trek along them to go about their
daily business. They are a reminder of how
vulnerable this extraordinary world heritage
site is to the rising sea levels that the world is
trying to prevent in Copenhagen this week.
My plan was to walk back through all the
districts to the train station in time for my
6:30pm train home. In Florence, I had been
frustrated because you can’t look up as you
have to watch your step continually on the
collapsed cobbles; in Venice you can’t look up
because of your umbrella. However, by the
time I had had a $3 pee at a municipal toilet,
the rain eased off.
Really a tiny city, Venice’s alleys, bridges
and squares are bewildering. The canals are a
surprising tropical pale blue-green. Don’t go
walking without a map, my guidebook said.
Even the map didn’t do the trick all the time. I
eventually asked my way from a young couple
eating pizza on the go, from paper bags. They
looked Italian but turned out to be English.
‘Oh, but,’ they said, ‘getting lost is half the fun.’
After four districts, dozens of bridges and
with burning quad muscles, December dark
and Christmas lights eventually overtook me in

the streets of Cannaregio. The rain resumed
and gusts of wind blew dozens of umbrellas
inside out. Venetians are undeterred by rain
when there is shopping to be done.
And Venice is a shoppers’ paradise for the
blinding rich and for the rest of us; as much for
the beauty of the shop windows as for the
merchandise. Gorgeous window displays from
haute couture to curios are around every
corner in the alleys; almost as frequent as
churches.
Arresting displays of beautiful clothes and
trinkets, for those with money to burn, line
Piazza San Marco but the farther you walk
through the districts the more down to earth
the windows become—but equally thoughtful
and beautiful.
Not a shopper, instead I found myself
taking photos of entire shop windows of art
glass, Carnevale masks, marbled paper, books,
leather bags, and displays of outrageously
colourful rubber boots, flimsy enough for a
one-time use at acqua alta.
However, I also could not resist one tiny
square, rainbow liqueur glass as a memento of
the extraordinary Murano glass. Murano—an
entire island in the Venice lagoon devoted to
glassmaking—next time I’ll go there.
In Cannaregio, my beginner’s Italian led me
to spot and translate a sign for a craft sale in the
basement of a huge church. Tiny baby
garments in creamy-white 2-ply yarn, crochet,
lacework, homemade shopping bags, and
every kind of home craft were displayed
without ceremony on fold-up tables. I stopped
at what will become my centre table mat. In
pale beige crochet, it’s not much like my Ikea
décor—but, with its squares and stylized roses
it’s akin to my favourite Charles Rennie
MacIntosh style. On other tables were secondhand goods. Smiling Italian ladies wrapped my
doily in a recycled plastic bag. Here I was in
Venice feeling right at home in a very familiar
venue, a thrift store with a slight admixture of
a Christmas Craft Fair.
I’m not sure that you can do Venice in a day
but a December afternoon was enough to know
I’ll come back. 0

GARDEN from page 5

Recipes:
Winter Ham with Figs, De re coquinaria,
9th C (clearly a hand-me-down from Roman
days)
Prep time perhaps an hour; cooking time 3
hours, serves 10-14
Pre-heat oven to 300F
3 leeks chopped fine, 8-10 lb ham with
the rind on, 3 bay leaves, 5 cloves, 1 cup
Madeira or semi-sweet wine, 2 cups
chicken broth, 2 cups chopped dried figs,
¼ cup honey, short pastry dough made
with butter, 2 tbsp butter, 2 tbsp flour
Combine the leeks, bay, cloves, Madeira and
broth in a large kettle, bring to a boil and
simmer for a few minutes. Wash and place the
ham into the same kettle, baste the top, cover
and braise in the oven for 2 hours. Meanwhile,
chop the figs and add them to the ham after 1
hour.
Remove the ham and cool until you can
handle it. Make a criss-cross design on the rind
and brush with honey. Roll the pastry until
quite thin and cover the ham, sealing it tight at
the bottom. Bake for about an hour or until the
pastry is golden. Skim off the excess fat from
the sauce, remove the figs, and reduce to about
2 cups. Thicken with a roux made with butter
and flour. Garnish the ham with the figs and
serve the sauce on the side.
To Fry Potatoes, The Art of Cookery, 1747

Cut into very thin slices and fry them brown.
Lay them in a plate or dish and pour melted
butter, sack (sherry) and sugar over them and
grill them under the broiler for a few minutes.
To Force Cock's Combs, The Art of
Cookery, 1747
Parboil the Cock's Combs until tender. Open
them with the point of a knife and stuff them
with a mixture of: minced chicken, as much
bacon, salt, pepper, nutmeg, beaten together
with an egg. Stew them in chicken broth for
half an hour then toss in some chopped
mushrooms before serving. Season with salt.
Mrs Beeton's Plum Pudding, 1861
Prep time about 1 hour, Cooking time 6-8
hours, serves at least 14
1 ½ lbs muscatel raisins, 1 ¾ lbs currants,
1 lb sultana raisins, 2 lbs light brown
sugar, 2 lbs fine grated breadcrumbs, 16
eggs, 2 lbs chopped suet, 6 oz candied
peel, the grated rind of 2 lemons, 1 oz
ground nutmeg, 1 oz ground cinnamon,
½ oz ground almonds, ¼ pint brandy
Mix everything together really well. Rub butter
onto a pudding cloth (a clean cotton cloth
about a meter square). Place the pudding mix
onto the cloth, draw up the sides and tie it
tightly into a ball. Place the pudding into a
large bowl. Place the bowl into a larger kettle
and boil for 6-8 hours. You will need to add
extra water occasioinally to prevent it from
burning. Serve hot with brandy and cream. 0

The problem with writing to the Prime
Minister is that some poor fellow eventually
gets stuck with sending you a reply, and his
problem (provided he is not a computer) is that
he has to be terribly careful that he doesn’t
actually write anything that will get the
government, the PM, or him into hot water.
The reply will be written in a local dialect,
probably Ottawa Valley Obfuscated (OVO).
This article explains how to translate such a
communication (or, if you aspire to many years
of well-paid retirement, how to write one).
This example is based on an actual reply;
selected quotations are included, and you can
fill in the rest.

Who’s This, Anyway?
The first part of the letter must explain why the
reply to your no doubt excessively personal
letter to the PM is being answered by this
particularly lowly functionary whose only
contact with the PM is seeing him on TV: ‘The
Office of the Prime Minister has forwarded to
the Honourable Jim Prentice, Minister of the
Environment, your July 8 email message
concerning climate change. The Minister has
asked that I respond on his behalf.’ The
signature will be of someone who, by his title,
would appear to have nothing to do with
whatever it was you were enquiring about.
Never mind; at least you got a reply.
The next paragraph must, by custom, state
the perfectly obvious and inherently unarguable:
‘The impacts of climate change are evident in
most regions of the world…’ and then move
directly to don’t worry, be happy: ‘The
Government will continue its realistic,
responsible approach to addressing the
challenge of climate change (alliteration!)
domestically, continentally, and internationally.’
Get that: ‘realistically and responsibly’—
whatever you may have thought these two
grand words meant, the government has its
own interpretation, particularly combined with
‘domestically,
continentally,
and
internationally’—even grander.

Read On, Or Quit While
You’re Ahead
The casual reader is thus not encouraged to
read any further. But for the curious,
masochistic, or idle, read on: ‘…the federal
government has committed to reducing
Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions by 20%

from 2006 levels by 2020, leading to a 60-70%
reduction from 2006 levels by 2050.’ Any CFL
player will tell you that you can’t play football
when the goalposts are moving this fast. And
many of us will no longer be playing by 2050
anyway, or at least will have forgotten where
the goalposts were.
Skip to the next paragraph: ‘The government
of Canada is committed to reducing
greenhouse gases in a way that will achieve real
results.’ Natch, the alternative is achieving
unreal results—perhaps the implication is that
nobody else is committed to ‘real’ results.
Anyway, that’s the second paragraph in a row
about commitment; is that real or unreal?
This paragraph goes on to talk about how
much money the government has budgeted ($1
billion over five years in a ‘new Green
Infrastructure Fund to support green
infrastructure projects’) and another billion
dollars over five years will be spent on ‘clean
technologies’. Mind you, ‘clean technologies’
includes carbon capture and storage, and it’s
already clear that most of this money will be
spent on trying to hide the greenhouse gases
produced by Alberta’s energy industry.

Meet, Talk, Commit, Meet,
Talk…
‘Continentally, Prime Minister Harper met
with President Obama in February…
announced the establishment of the USCanada Clean Energy Dialogue’. They had a
meeting at which they talked about how to talk
to each other, maybe by holding more meetings.
Continentally. Heaven forbid that such
meetings should take place incontinentally.
‘Canada is committed to working with the
United States…strengthen the North American
Economy.’ Now you understand: we’ll go along
with whatever they want.
‘On the international front, Canada is
working actively and constructively….’ Was
there any doubt that Canada might not be
active and constructive? If there was no doubt,
why make a big deal of it? ‘Canada believes that
it is essential that the global community
commit to a path to achieve at least a 50
percent reduction…by 2050.’ Making a
commitment to a path is even further from
actually doing anything than ‘a way that will
achieve real results’. This is active?
Constructive?
GOVERNMENT, please turn to page 11

True Green Solutions
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Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?

At an island school Christmas presentation, most
children get a moment in the limelight. On Saturna
Island, each and every one of the student body, all 15, is involved
in the acting, dancing and colourful multi-media presentation.
This year’s presentation was entitled ‘Scunge An Environmental
Christmas Story’. Break a leg Steve, Michelle, Emerson, Izaak,
Justin, Jacob, Ethan, Willow, Emily, Natalie, Malcolm, Braiden,
Zoe, Zaira, Chloe, Arielle and Brianna (staff and students at
Saturna School).

Horse Power

• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make a good you contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Campbell River or if you read online, you
can show your support and appreciation by mailing a
voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

Farmers throughout BC have an environmentally friendly
option for working the earth. The Organic Cowboy offers the
services of his draft horses to work farms of up to 75 seeded
acres. Services include ploughing cultivating, harrowing,
mowing, raking, log and hay hauling. Mike, The Organic
Cowboy, drives from farm to farm in a bio-diesel fueled truck
towing a self-contained horse trailer with living quarters. He
takes care of the horses and sets them to work and farmers reap
the profits at harvest time.
The Organic Cowboy is booking his draft horse tour for 2010
and 2011. You can contact him through email
lifeartistmm@yahoo.com or Skype telephone 505-333-4161

Popularity Contest For Funding
Aviva Canada is an insurance corporation which holds an online
competition to determine which non-profit projects will receive
its corporate funding for 2009. The Gabriola Health Care
Foundation has made it to the semi-finals and at press time is
third in the voting. The top 25 most voted for online continue
into the final judging for their project to receive up to $250,000.
The project is an Emergency and Primary Health Care Clinic
for Gabriola. For medical emergencies, islanders are currently
reliant on an hourly ferry system with no coverage for callouts
overnight to reach the hospital in Nanaimo.
Voting ends December 16 and if the Gabriola Health Care
Centre makes it to the top 25, the next level of competition is a
panel of judges who assess the projects. Go to
www.avivacommunityfund.org to monitor the progress of the
Gabriola Health Care Centre and others in the competition.
2010 is The Year of the Clinic on Gabriola and the kick-off for
the fundraising campaign is Saturday, January 9 at the Gabriola
Community Hall.

Commentary by Shelly Yarbrough

Renewable energy: save the world? No, save a buck
You might not know it from the headlines, but
most of the discussion on the front lines of new
energy production is not about global
warming. Or saving the planet. It's about
saving a buck.
With thousands and thousands of new
companies flooding world markets with new
energy solutions for solar, wind, natural gas,
and dozens of other alternatives to dirty and
dangerous fossil fuels, people are getting on
with making it happen.
The energy discussion today is postpolitical. The science may or may not be
settled, but thousands of people every day are
buying solar energy systems for their schools,
their farms, their homes, their movie theatres,
their offices, everywhere. That much is settled.
That means a lot less talking and a lot more
doing.
Reducing global warming was always just
one reason for many to turn away from
imported fossil fuels in favor of renewables. If
that is your reason, fine. But for every global
warmer, there are lots of people who just think
it is plain crazy to depend on people who hate
us for oil.
And for every dollar we spend for tax credits
to help create a new renewable energy industry,
we are spending thousands in military
spending to keep our supply lines open to oil
from the Mideast. Now that is what I call a
subsidy.
The folks buying and selling these renewable
energy systems are not debating the latest news
from Copenhagen. They are too busy actually
creating energy for that.
In Irvine, California, the school district is
going 100 percent solar at all 21 of its schools.

Saturna
School Christmas

The school board does not have to spend a
penny; its power bills will be slashed 10 to 20
percent in the first year; and over the life of the
system the schools will save $17 million. Even
more exciting to the educators in Irvine is how
they will use the solar panels to teach science,
math, business and even art.
In Napa Valley, going solar is all of a sudden
an integral part of making ‘poetry in a bottle’.
In Livermore, California, a movie theatre
creates all its energy from solar panels on its
roof. The nice thing about solar is that it makes
the most power when power costs the most.
Like the movie theatre, many businesses
and homeowners today are in effect their own
private power companies. What they make,
they use. What they don't, they turn back to
their meters and send to the grid.
People talk about waiting for better
batteries. Wait no longer: The grid is one huge
battery.
Neither do they have to wait for the
infrastructure and water that delay the big
utility scale projects. You have a roof? A back
yard? Even a pond? If so, congratulations: you
can be in the energy business too. And you can
do it right now.
There's nothing political or abstract or even
altruistic about all these solar deals: the price of
buying and installing solar panels has gone
down so much, and incentives are so lucrative,
these projects are nothing more than good
business deals.
Al Gore might be right. Al Gore might be
wrong. But so many people are taking charge
of their energy futures for reasons of their own,
that it might not even matter any more. 0

True Green Solutions for Bowen is a grassroots community
organization exploring what ‘green’ really means. This group
not only looks at environmental concerns but the economic and
social challenges that inhibit community well-being. Maintaining
the ‘finite island environment’ while considering affordability
and inclusivness is the group’s goal.
Bowen’s location as a ‘bedroom community’ of metro
Vancouver makes it reliant on its metro neighbour for
employment, recreational facilities and businesses. The group
would like to see growth and change on the Island move toward
a more independent and sustainable community.
Their website www.truegreenbowen.ca includes its ten point
charter to shape the safety, health, prosperity, diversity and
commuity well-being.

Farm Women Out-standing in their Field
Farm Credit Canada is looking for five women who deserve
recognition for their achievements in the agriculture industry.
They can be producers, agribusiness operators, agrologists,
teachers, veterinarians, researchers, community builders,
journalists, visionaries, volunteers or have another valuable
connection to agriculture.
Candidates are selected based on their demonstration of
leadership, giving back to their community and Canadian
agriculture, their display of passion for agriculture and their
vision for the future of the industry. Entries will only be received
online at www.fccrosemarydavisaward.ca. The deadline to
apply is midnight January 18, 2010. Previous nominees who did
not win in the last three years can reapply. For more
information
call
1-888-332-3301
or
email
prixrosemaryaward@fcc-fac.ca. Winners will be announced in
spring 2010.

Cover the World/Under the Covers
Fundraising for CKGI, Gabriola Community Radio, blankets all
of the community with two events on New Year’s Day. Cover the
World with Goodness is a family-oriented presentation at
theHaven while the Blue Lounge, Under the Covers later that
same evening at the Surf offers performances for adults that are
a bit risqué. Gabriola Community Radio has everyone covered
with fundraising opportunities.
Proceeds from both shows go to CKGI, now in the process of
finding a home on the radio dial. 0

Island Tides wishes to express our sympathies with the
families and friends of the victims of the plane crash at
Lyall Harbour on Sunday, November 29. We share the
sadness of all the Islands, especially Saturna.
MUNK from page 2
adopted. In Canada, she said, we waste more
energy than we use.
Monbiot noted that with 3ºC of warming,
there would be a net world decrease in food
production. This was why, he said, that
preventing global warming was a moral choice.
Lomborg suggested that for every life saved
through preventing global warming, 5,000
could be saved through spending on global
infrastructure. Lawson repeated that ‘economic
development’ is the only thing that gets people
out of poverty. Monbiot accused him of raising
false choices.
Ms May returned to the science; the growth
in GHG triggered feedback loops: for example,
a ‘pulse’ of carbon from rotting wood where the
mountain pine beetle had killed the forest. She
emphasized once more that the ‘window for
action’ is closing.
Wrapping up the debate, each participant
had four minutes, Monbiot first. ‘If you don’t

deal with global warming, you can forget the
rest,’ he said. Lomborg favoured economic
development as well as preventing global
warming; therefore, climate change is not the
defining crisis. Ms May, metaphorically
advocated leaving the burning theatre ‘while
you can still see the exit sign through the
smoke.’ Finally, Lawson conceded that there
was a ‘gap’ between the rhetoric of politicians
and reality, and that the gap ‘has never been
larger’. He expected that China and India
would not go along with GHG reductions, and
he doubted the electorate in richer countries
would either.
The results? Prior to the debate, the
Toronto audience supported the resolution
61/39%; following the debate, that lead had
dwindled to 56/44%. Audiences in universities
across Canada, however, were reported to have
shifted towards support of the resolution. 0

JUAN DE FUCA from page 8
The Rural Resource lands Official
Community Plan and Zoning Bylaws are
tentatively scheduled to go to Public Hearing
on January 26, 2010 at the District of Sooke
Council Chambers, 2225 Otter Point Road,
7pm. Residents will be able to give their
opinions on how the plan and bylaws will affect
their interests, as well as how they work for

their community and the region as a whole.
For the purpose of this Public Hearing Phase of
the consultation on the bylaws, all further
correspondence pertaining to the plan must be
sent to the JDF Planning Office before the date
of the hearing. Submissions will also be
accepted at the hearing. 0

Notice of Intent to Repatriate Native American Human Remains in the
Possession of the Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture, Seattle, WA.

call: 250-386-7643

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years
• Fuel-efﬁcient, cost-effective wood heating
• Solar domestic hot water heaters
• Sales and Installations
Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Solar Heating

Notice is hereby given of the intent to repatriate human remains in the possession of the
Burke Museum removed from Pender Island, British Columbia.
The human remains represent three individuals and were removed from Pender Island
in 1942. Exact proveneince on the island is not known. The Tseycum First Nation and the
Tsawout First Nation are the First Nations groups living on Pender Island today. No known
individuals are identified. No associated funerary objects are present.
Officials of the Burke Museum have determined that the human remains listed above
represent the physical remains of three individuals of Native American ancestry and that
there is a relationship of shared group identity which can be reasonably traced between these
Native American human remains and the Tseycum First Nation and the Tsawout First
Nation.
Representatives of any other First Nations group that believes itself to be culturally
affiliated with these human remains should contact Peter Lape, Curator of Archaeology,
Burke Museum, University of Washington, Box 353010; Seattle, WA 98195, U.S.A.; telephone:
(206) 685-9364. Repatriation of the human remains to the Tseycum First Nation and the
Tsawout First Nation may begin thirty (30) days after publication of this notice if no
additional claimants come forward.
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GSA Auto Rentals

If you need an
extra vehicle for
family & friends,
contact us.

Rent

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
Employment Opportunity
LTD.

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term:
Start the new year in your 4 bedroom,
3 bathroom oceanfront home. Paved
driveway and stairs to beach. $1500.
Ocean views from across the front of
this cozy, one floor, 2 bedroom home.
Low maintenance property. Stairs and
concrete ramp provide easy access.
$900
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Montague Harbour, Galiano Island.
A-frame located above garage.
Open living area. Fully furnished.
Located on waterfront property.
Includes use of half of the dock and
full use of the garage. $500 per
month on a month by month basis
until property is sold. Guaranteed 6
months of rental. Renter must mow
lawn and look after property as part
of the rent. Property is listed for
sale and renter must allow access
to A-frame and property to realtor
for client viewing. No pets.
Available immediately. Contact Bob
1-250-981-2062
or
email
mebob@shaw.ca

Expressions of interest are
requested for three parttime resident maintenance
positions (facilities and
ground) at our schools on
Galiano,
Mayne
and
Pender Islands.
Hours of work will vary
based
on
seasonal
requirements.
Average
weekly hours will be 13.
Preference will be given to
individuals who hold trade
certificates. Expressions of
interest can be made to:
Mr. Dave Henshall
Manager of Facilities
dhenshall@sd64.bc.ca
250-537-5723, ext. 11

FOR SALE
Award Winning
Bird Songs
by John Neville
NEVILLERECORDING.COM

or 250-537-4121

MARINE
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

Take notice that Sandy
Robley, Ryan and Laurie
Bradley, and John and Jody Lee
of Salt Spring Island, BC intend
to make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), West Coast
Service Centre for a Tenure
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
at Wise Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413386. Written
comments
concerning
this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, B.C
V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@go
v.bc.ca. Comments will be received
by ILMB until January 23, 2010.
ILMB may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca under
the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

N

h

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOVED
HOMES
BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Fax 250-383-2198

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS

1-866-606-2237

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Hot Tubs

Swimming Pools
Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

holger@hermann.ca

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Servicing the Gulf Islands

Greenhouse A great gift!

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island

LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS

GENERAL TREE SERVICES

250-538-8244
Serving Southern &
Northern Gulf Islands

Tel: (604) 532-1817
Visit our site:
www.steelgc.com
Click on hobby

www.gulfislandspas.com

To order contact:

WAHL MARINE LTD.
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

HELP WANTED

N

Happy
Holidays!

FOR RENT

L

AUTOMOTIVE

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at SIMS
on Wednesday, January 13
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda
for
this
meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

R.L. JOHNS
LAND SURVEYING LTD.
• Site plans • Building layouts
• Subdivisions • Repostings
• Surveyors certificates
• Easements and Rights of Way

SERVING SAANICH PENINSULA
& THE GULF ISLANDS
Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS
250-658-9515
cell: 250-882-9515
johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

Serving Galiano &
the Gulf Islands

• Hazardous or un-wanted tree
removals
• View preservation and
enhancement
• Thinning, topping and pruning
• Windstorm clean up
• Free estimates, reasonable
rates

250-539-3752

generaltreeservices@hotmail.com

Island Tides’ is delivered to 13,600 households,
3,900 yellow box pick-ups &
100 online readers each day
250-629-3660 www.islandtides.com

Green energy task forces contain no customer representatives
BC Premier Gordon Campbell has named the
members of the four green-energy task forces that
will advise a new cabinet committee on climate
action and green energy. The cabinet committee will
include nine cabinet ministers, and the chairs of BC
Hydro and the BC Transmission Corporation.
Below are the names of the task forces, each
followed by a quote from the published terms of
reference, and a summary of its membership.
Green Energy Advisory Task Force on
Procurement and Regulatory Reform: ‘This
task force will recommend improvements to BC
Hydro’s procurement and regulatory regimes….’
Chaired by Tim Newton, former vice president of
Powerex, Director, Board of the Western Electricity
Coordinating Council; it includes Larry Blain, CEO,
Partnerships BC and industry people, law and
finance representatives.
Green Energy Advisory Task Force on
Carbon Pricing, Trading and Export Market
Development: ‘This task force will develop
recommendations to advance British Columbia’s
interests in any future national or international cap

and trade system…the task force will also develop
recommendations on carbon-pricing policies….’
Chaired by Cheryl L. Slusarchuk, a partner at
McCarthy Tetrault; it includes Scott MacDonald,
CEO of Pacific Carbon Trust; James Tansey,
president and co-founder of Offsetters BC; and
consultants.
Green Energy Advisory Task Force on
Community Engagement and First Nations
Partnerships: ‘This task force will develop
recommendations to ensure that First Nations and
communities see clear benefits from the
development of clean and renewable electricity….’
Chaired by James Hoggan, president of Hoggan and
Associates and chair of the David Suzuki
Foundation; it includes three First Nations
enterprise representatives, the Mayor of Dawson
Creek, and two energy sector entrepreneurs.
Green Energy Advisory Task Force on
Resource Development: ‘This task force will
ensure…that development happens in an
environmentally sustainable way. The task force will
also consider allocation of forest fibre to support

GOVERNMENT from page 9

And Participate…
‘In July 2009, Canada participated in the G8
Summit … signed a Joint Declaration (note the caps)
reconfirming their political will for reaching a
comprehensive, fair, effective, agreed outcome,
following the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities … at
Copenhagen in December.’
This is a triumph of OVO! Just shows what you
can do with a little help from your friends.
Translation: we all agreed that we are all different, so
we are determined to agree to do exactly what we
feel like at Copenhagen in December. That stirring

phrase, ‘common but differentiated responsibilities,’
is the stuff of which really meaningless peace treaties
can be constructed.
‘Canada also participates…Major Economies…
commits participating countries to work together…
establishment of a Global Partnership…increase
public sector investments…while recognizing the
importance of private investment, public-private
partnerships and international cooperation.’
Translation: we’ll all work together to create
opportunities for the private sector to make out like
bandits.
And if this isn’t enough for you, go to their
website.0

energy development and invite input from solar,
tidal, wave and other clean energy sectors….’
Chaired by John Webster, former managing partner
PricewaterhouseCoopers BC Region and director of
the Canadian Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association; it
includes Tzeporah Berman, executive director and
co-founder of PowerUp Canada and Co-Founder of
ForestEthics; Matt Horne, director of Energy
Solutions, Pembina Institute; and several energy
industry representatives.
None of the task force members would appear to
represent the point of view of BC Hydro customers,
or of the taxpayer; possibly this will be the task of the
cabinet committee. The task forces also have little
time to do their work; the premier said he has asked
them to report back by January at the latest.’ 0

Chooks for Christmas

Last year, British Columbians purchased more than
4,000 hen and rooster sets, to honour a loved one at
Christmas, from the World Vision Gift Catalogue.
‘For the past three years British Columbians’
favourite pick to help children and families in
developing countries is ‘Two Hens and a Rooster,’
says Eva Harden, regional team leader for BC.
With a choice of more than 80 unique gift-giving
ideas, the World Vision Gift Catalogue offers creative
Christmas gifts to please even the most callenging
people on your list.
BC residents pick thousands of gifts from the
catalogue—from warm clothes for children to goats,
emergency nutrition kits, and school supplies. ‘The
catalogue is very popular because these gifts really
change lives; BC gift-givers can take pride in
knowing that their gift will bring hope for a better
future.’
If you are interested in learning more about how
the catalogue works or you would like to purchase a
gift, please visit WorldVision.ca/gifts. 0
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A Fortnight in Florence ~ Christa Grace-Warrick
Passeggiata, evening walks through city
streets, can’t be more vivid in Florence than
in December. Walking around till late in the
humming dark with thousands of others,
bambini in strollers, is a kind of community
that Canadians may have lost. In our cold
climate, perhaps malls have it.
Various streets seem to compete for
Christmas lighting shows. The light against
dark is delicate, understated but a joy to
behold; making me want to laugh out loud.
Everything about Christmas in Florence is
understated but the city glows.

his wife Charronne, to the Florence Biennale,
where Chris was invited to exhibit, I looked
up immersion lessons on the internet. So,
Antonello is my tutor, one-on-one for 2-1/2
hours a day, at the Istituto Italiano.
Can you believe 80% of Italian verbs are
irregular? Oh, my brain—pure excitement
and confusion mixed together!
In Europe a week before me, poor Chris
(Icebear) was deathly sick from Day 1
(probably H1N1—thank goodness for the
vaccination before I left). So Charronne and
I got to hang his painting, especially created
for the Biennale. Thoroughly
modern, it references ‘The
Creation of Adam’ on the
Vatican’s Sistine chapel ceiling
in Rome, using chiaroscuro and
layering techniques of the
Renaissance. It is an homage to
that trailblazing son of
Florence, Michelangelo, and a
reproach to mankind.
At the huge exhibition of
worldwide artists, it shows well
as a nuanced, sophisticated,
witty reference to the world of
‘stuff’ which emerged with the
Florentine invention of the
banking system, making use of
the most familiar image in the
western world.
Meanwhile, I have two
weeks of dashing through
cobble streets to school,
beginning to understand the
chat of passersby and living
Florence as a Florentine. From
the first-floor window of our
hundreds-of-years-old
Festive streets of Florence. apartment, on our tiny street, I
Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick spotted a window-shopping
Australian artist, whom I had
December seems like an odd time to go to met the day before on a bus tour of Chianti.
Florence but the Island Tides merry-go- ‘Eh! Christine, come up!’—just as people
round does not seem to let me get away, have done for centuries.
except when we take our annual sanity break
Time stretches infinitely when you are
over the New Year. So, no Christmas with the travelling but it’s a small, small world after
grandsons this year; Italian lessons.
all—Buon Natale, love Christa (and thanks so
Hey, well, why not? Five years ago, when much to Jill and Patrick for helping me do
I was here for two days I hated not being able this).
to say a word. So, when I made plans to
PS: England and Egypt next! 0
come, with Crofton-based artist Icebear and

Photo: Charonne Johnston

Christa helps with the hanging of ‘Return to Eden’ by Crofton-based artist Chris
Johnston at the Florence Biennale.
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Pages From a Kazakh Journal , III
Brian Crumblehulme
‘Would You Like a Cup of Coffee?’
The question has become a minor joke in our office.
Traditionally most people in this country drink tea; Russian
style tea with lemon or sometimes a spoonful of strawberry jam.
Nowadays there is nearly always a choice, tea or coffee. Basic tea
comes in tea bags, although a few stores do carry loose leaf tea,
and the coffee is always instant, although again, if you look hard
you can find real coffee beans. Svetlana, the office receptionist,
does not speak English so she has memorised a few useful
phrases. If an English-speaking person telephones the NGO,
Sveta (as she is called) can usually determine who it is they wish
to speak to. Then in a beautiful Russian accent she will say,
‘Would you please identify yourself?’ Whenever I have clients,
Sveta is on her best form; before they have had time to remove
hats and coats; her smiling face appears at the door followed by
‘Would you like a cup of coffee?’ Should the answer be in the

affirmative, the result a few minutes later is a cup of black
Nescafé accompanied by two sugar cubes.
Today I was on an official visit at the Akimat (town hall) for
a meeting with a senior official. The meeting was short and
cordial across the polished oak desk. Ten minutes into our little
dialogue the door opened and a young woman entered
unannounced, carrying a tray. ‘Would you like a cup of coffee?’
It was beginning to sound like a mantra. I was handed a goldplated spoon, a cut glass bowl filled with dark chocolates, two
lumps of sugar, and a very expensive gold-rimmed cup and
saucer—filled with Nescafé. 0
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