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Gabriola defeats
incorporation vote
Sheila Malcolmson

Photo: Phil Vernon

First Nations Elders gather on South Pender Island for a burning ceremony to honour their ancestors ,whose remains
have been disturbed (see story this page).

Unrest at Bedwell Harbour
Gillian Allan

Over 50 elders and community members from
the Tsawout, Tsartlip, Pauquachin, and
Tseycum First Nations held a burning
ceremony on the 14-acre reserve adjacent to
Poets Cove Resort on South Pender Island. The
Tuesday, November 16 ceremony was
organized by Tsawout Elders to settle unrest
surrounding the disturbance of their ancestral
burial grounds. Elder Coordinator Rose Jimmy
commented that it was ‘an effort to honour our
ancestors, and bring healing.’
During the burning ceremony, members of
the Saanich First Nations provided offerings of
traditional food and blankets for the remains of
ancestors that have been uncovered during the
construction of the neighbouring resort.
A crew of First Nations cultural and
archaeological assistants, along with
archaeologists from IR Wilson Consultants, are
waiting to complete the recovery work of the
human remains and artifacts at Poets Cove
Resort. There are 4–5 thousand year old
deposits on the property.
Work was stopped in July and has not
resumed. According to the Tsawout negotiating
team, the crew remains unpaid for six week’s
work and communication between the resort
and First Nations appears to be stalled. When
work stopped, approximately 52 human

Islands’ voting

North Pender By-election

In a close race, North Pender’s November 20
by-election for Islands Trustee was won by
Gary Steeves. Steeves garnered 561 votes to
Tony Johnston’s 484. Voting followed a full-out
election campaign with flyers, brochures,
leaflets, many phone calls and much
handshaking.
Voter turn out was 54%. There were 1942
eligible voters of whom 283 registered at the
polls. This made the voting station, Pender’s
school gym, a busy place on general voting day,
as new voters from on and off-Island lined up
to register.
Eligible voters include residents and offIsland property electors. Several property
electors were unable to register on November
20 because they had not brought their property
tax bill as identification.
Scrutineers were busy and as the day went
on both candidates had their teams calling

remains (individuals) and 2,000 artifacts had
been recovered. About 2,000 cubic yards of
material still need to be sifted for human and
artifact remains. Completion will take 8 to 12
months, depending on the weather conditions.
The recovery work and the time lapse have
been both emotionally and financially trying for
the First Nations. Jim Fisher of the Tsartlip
First Nation, one of the First Nations grave
diggers/archaeological assistants responsible
for recovering artifacts and reburying the
disturbed human remains says, ‘I have been
taught from childhood how to work
respectfully with the honoured dead, whether
they are recent or the ancient remains of our
ancestors. It is a privilege to be asked to commit
the deceased to their final resting place and we
have a strong sense of duty to them. The age of
the sacred burial site is of no consequence,
whether that grave site is 4 days old or 4,000
years old.’
Gwen Underwood, Tsawout Councillor
agrees, ‘the elders are a little lighter for doing
this burning ceremony today but they know
that there is more work to do. It’s a major
concern to the First Nations that our ancestors
be respected. To us, it’s a burial site. It’s
especially hard for our elders when these issues

UNREST, please turn to page 2

supporters who had not yet voted. A wave of
voters arrived at the school after the close of the
annual Christmas Craft Fair.

Gabriola Referendum

Chief Election Officer Thomas Moore had two
Gulf Islands’ votings on his plate on November
20. Gabriola held a referendum on whether the
Island should become a municipality. On that
Island 69% of the 3,365 eligible voters cast
ballots. The result was a resounding 2032 ‘no’
defeating the 298 ‘yes’ votes. Accelerating
development on Bowen, an island in the Trust
Area that is in its fifth year of incorporation,
may have been a factor in the rejection of the
municipal model. Islanders also cite having to
take on the cost of road maintenance as another
negative. (See also related article this page.)

Voters Lists

Typically, municipal voters’ lists are not
particularly accurate—they contain the names

VOTING, please turn to page 2

Razor Point residents
oppose liquor license
Christa Grace-Warrick

A sensitive North Pender neighbourhood issue was
addressed in a three-hour public airing on Saturday,
November 27. A revealing public information meeting
about two liquor license endorsements for Morning
Bay Farms was held by the Local Trust Committee in
order for the LTC to make a recommendation to BC’s
Liquor Licensing Control Branch.
Islands Trust planner Robert Kojima started the
meeting with a description of the application and the
current Liquor Licensing Control Branch winery
license on the property, which has approval in
principle. Currently the fledgling winery could process
and bottle wine, conduct tours , have wine tasting and
sell bottles of its own wine during daylight hours.
These amenities are permitted by the Agricultural
Land Commission and are outside the jurisdiction of
the Islands Trust, said Kojima.
Vineyard and winery owner Keith Watt is now
applying for two endorsements for a 25-person lounge
and a 25-person picnic area licensed for the
consumption of alcohol, from 10am to 10pm, seven
days a week. Kojima said the information meeting was
to hear from the public on the impacts of the license
endorsements on neighbours in relation to traffic and
noise and also impacts on the larger community. The
Harbour Hills neighbourhood and Razor Point Road,
its access road, was the area originally selected by the
LTC in July as the neighbourhood area.
In a polished talk Keith Watt explained what it was
he wanted in his application for the endorsements. He
began by saying that he ‘wanted to get out of this
process without my neighbours hating me.’ He said
that his operation was currently in full compliance
with the 12 agencies that regulate it. He is allowed to
produce 4,000 cases of wine a year and 50% of the
grapes used must be grown on the property.
The endorsements he was applying for were
restricted, he said. The term ‘liquor’ was a misnomer
as he could only sell his own wine and BC wines—
though his intention was to serve and sell his wines.
He said that this license for a land-based winery was a
new concept.
He explained that the length of hours was for
flexibility. He only intended to have regular drop-in
hours on summer weekends, noon to 6pm. Other
times would be by appointment; there would be no
drop-in at night. He said that other Island ventures,
such as Poets Cove and Sound Passages were
interesting in bringing groups to the winery. Given the
record of other Island wineries, he said, he would run
out of wine in the winter anyway.

WINERY, please turn to page 7

Gabriola had a referendum on November
20 on whether to incorporate as a
municipality. The answer was ‘No,’ with
87% of those voting rejecting
incorporation. People who hadn’t voted
for 20 years came out for the
referendum. The turnout was an
astonishing 69%.
‘The numbers speak for themselves—
what more is there to say?’ said Gabriola
Trustee and Islands Trust Council ViceChair Gisele Rudischer. ‘I’d like to thank
the Gabriola Governance Restructure
Committee members for volunteering,
all those who contributed to the
discussion and everyone who voted. It’s
been a revelation to me how much
support there really is in our community
for the Islands Trust and its mandate.’
Regional Director (and former
Gabriola Island Trustee) Gail Lund said,
‘I'm pleased that voters spoke so
decisively; provincial or federal
politicians would be thrilled to receive
87% of votes cast. It’s time to move on
and there are plenty of positive things we
can do together as a community.’ 0

Figuring out
the hydro bill

As requested by the BC Utilities
Commission in its October 29 Revenue
Requirements Decision, BC Hydro has
recalculated and filed with the
Commission its fiscal 2005 rates and
financial schedules. Subject to acceptance
by the Commission, the proposed final
rate increase will be 4.85%, which is less
than the 7.23% interim rate that has been
applied to customer’s bills since April 1,
2004. BC Hydro will credit customer’s
bills for overpayment.
‘While the expected final rate of 4.85%
will be lower than the 8.9% we applied for
originally, it will still allow us to meet our
goal of providing reliable power, at low
cost, for generations,’ said Bob Elton, BC
Hydro president and CEO. ‘It means we
can acquire the additional electricity
needed to meet customers’ growing
demands and enables us to upgrade our
system.’
The amount of the rate increase not
granted by the BCUC related to a number
of accounting and depreciation items that
BC Hydro believed needed to be dealt with
through rates. It was determined that
these could be handled differently, while
still allowing BC Hydro to meet its
accounting requirements.
Elton added, ‘I would also like to
recognize the work and guidance provided
by the BCUC throughout this process, as
this undertaking, a first in ten years, was
immense. We were also encouraged by the
participation of the intervenors, as they
helped us look at our business in new ways
and we appreciate their input.’
Once the new rate has been accepted
by the BCUC, it will be rolled out to BC
Hydro customers in the December billing
cycle, with credits for overpayment
beginning to appear on customers bills as
early as January 15, 2005. The average
refund expected per customer is
approximately $10. 0
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BCUC will consider latest BC ‘privatization’
Patrick Brown
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n order to revive the Duke Point gas-fired generation project,
BC Hydro is entering into a cost plus contract with the Duke
Point Power Limited Partnership (DPP)—the improbable
partnership of an investment fund run by an Australian bank
and an Alberta wind power company. They were the winners in
BC Hydro’s Call for Tenders which was ordered by the BC
Utilities Commission (BCUC).
On November 29, the BCUC had initial meetings to arrange
the review of the Electricity Purchase contract between BC
Hydro and the DPP. BC Hydro CEO Bob Elton is pressing for
rapid approval so construction can start in January 2005 and
operation by May 2007.
This review is the only planned approval proceeding.

Industrial Users Express Misgivings

According to the Joint Industry Electricity Steering Committee
(JIESC), which represents industrial power users on the Island,
DPP will purchase Hydro’s existing investment (including the
turbine generator) for $50 million, will be paid a guaranteed
return on its capital investment (including the $50 million), and
will also be paid a fixed unit price to generate electricity.
Hydro, however, will pay for the natural gas required to fuel
the generator. This is the major cost, and the price of natural gas
has risen rapidly over the past few years. So it’s essentially a cost
plus contract. The plant is a risk-free investment for DPP; Hydro
takes all the risk.
The JIESC points out that this is a very unusual type of
contract for the purchase of electricity. They anticipate that the
cost of power generated at Duke Point may exceed even the cost
of power imported from the US. The cost depends on whether
the plant is operated continuously or intermittently. BC Hydro
has not yet indicated how the plant would be used.
Environmentalists are also gearing up to intervene at the
BCUC hearings. But Hydro’s Bev Van Ruyven promises ‘no net
environmental impacts from our operation.’ She elaborates
further, ‘what that means is that we will commit to offset the
environmental impacts of the project.’
Now that Russia has adopted the Kyoto protocol, Hydro will
presumably find it easy to purchase greenhouse gas offset
credits. But how will they offset the pollution?

Hydro Sells Assets Cheap to DPP

Hydro’s original estimated cost for the Vancouver Island
Generation Project (VIGP) was $370 million, plus the Georgia
Strait Crossing (GS–X) pipeline project at $340 million. The
BCUC, in hearings last year, decided that Hydro’s proposed
generation station at Duke Point was not the most economical
way to produce power for Vancouver Island. DPP now estimates
a capital cost of $280 million plus the purchase of Hydro’s assets
in the project for $50 million. No allowance appears to have
been made for interest during construction.
Hydro wrote off, against income, development costs of $120
million for this project in April. They will now get $50 million
back, which will no doubt be booked as income.
However, since they will be paying a guaranteed return to
UNREST from page 1
are not handled in the right way. We want the sifting work to be
completed, and then to bring closure to the unrest by a re-burial
ceremony.’

History of the Recovery Work

The midden and surrounding area of Bedwell Harbour was a
burial area for the Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations, who
lived in the area seasonally. A longhouse once stood in the area
and evidence of middens all around Pender prove widespread
First Nations use.
During the building of the Bedwell Harbour Hotel (1960),
the predecessor to Poets Cove, the site was damaged. A 1990
study recognized the site as having high cultural significance. As
it is a BC Archeological Site, and is protected under the Heritage
Sites Act, Poets Cove had to receive a Site Alteration Permit to
do work in the area. However, while visiting the area in
September 2002, Chief Vern Jack of the Tseycum First Nation
noticed that construction had disturbed the protected midden.
Following an outcry, Poets Cove hired IR Wilson Consultants
to assist. Plans for the footprint of some of the buildings had to
be changed to provide greater distance from the waterfront.
In February of 2003, extensive piles of midden were found in
a parking lot and against part of the reserve. Artifacts and
human remains were found in dumped piles.
Following an RCMP complaint filed by First Nations, Poets
Cove stopped work, admitted to making a mistake and agreed to
pay for sifting of the midden piles. First Nations asked for the
material to be hand-sifted because the machines were breaking
artifacts and human remains. 0
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DPP on the money, it’s really just a long-term loan. In addition
to this, Hydro has effectively subsidized the DPP project by
another $70 million. (BC Hydro plans to charge all the costs of
this project to their customers. If BCUC won’t approve this,
they’ll come out of profits that normally would have gone to the
provincial government.)

Georgia Strait Crossing Pipeline Update

No decision has been made as to whether the GS–X pipeline will
actually be built. Hydro’s partner in this venture, Williams
Pipelines, is still encountering regulatory resistance in Whatcom
and San Juan Counties in Washington State, and much of the
required land on both sides of the border has not been secured.
Hydro apparently continues to pay Williams’ costs. Recently,
Energy Minister Richard Neufeldt mused out loud that the
GS–X might not be needed if Terasen Gas’ plans were approved
by the BCUC.

DPP: No Gas Turbine Plant Experience

Neither Australia’s Macquarie Essential Assets Partnership nor
Alberta’s Pristine Power Ltd have a record of successfully
building or operating a gas turbine generating station.
Macquarie’s investments so far have been in power
transmission assets, while Pristine operates wind power
turbines. Pristine’s website states, ‘Pristine Power is committed
to renewable technologies that produce clean energy without
depleting natural resources.’ (A gas turbine generator would not
qualify under these criteria.)
The Macquarie Partnership is essentially an investment fund,
whose participants are mainly Canadian pension plans; the
Macquarie Bank itself has $30 million invested. The fund is
capped at $460 million, and was closed to further investment in
May 2004. According to its website, ‘Further investment
opportunities are expected from the continuing restructuring of
the electricity and gas industries in the United States and
Canada.’

BC Crown Corporation Among Investors

One of the prominent investors in the Macquarie fund is the
British Columbia Investment Management Corporation, a
provincial crown corporation whose main purpose is to manage
pooled investments for BC’s biggest public service pension
funds. It has combined assets of over $35 billion, of which some
75% are the assets of the College, Public Service, Municipal, and
Teachers’ Pension Plans, and another 15% are the investments of
various public agencies. It has seven directors, who are
specifically barred from involvement in investment decisions.
Three of these directors are appointed by the provincial Minister
of Finance. They are Chris Trumpy, Deputy Minister of the
Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management; Sid Fattedad,
Chief Financial Officer of the Workers’ Compensation Board,
and Bob Elton, CEO of BC Hydro.
Interesting, yes; ironic—possibly. 0

APC votes ‘no’ to
Miller property bylaw

On October 19, the North Pender APC voted unanimously not to
support First Reading of proposed Bylaw 160. Bylaw 160 would
rezone the Agricultural Land Reserve Miller property on Bedwell
Harbour Road to a Comprehensive Development Two Zone.
In a second motion, the APC voted 4 to 3 in recommending
that the Local Trust Committee consider amending proposed
Bylaw 160 to restrict specific size and location of tourist
accommodation on ALR property.0
VOTING from page 1
of deceased people and those who have moved away. However
Gulf Islands’ lists are more accurate than many municipal lists
because staff working at the polls usually have local knowledge
and are able to provide information on names that are no longer
valid, says Moore.

More Elections

One of Moore’s next tasks is to prepare for an Islands Trust byelection on Hornby Island. Penny Griggs has resigned from the
Hornby Island Local Trust Committee. Griggs was in her first
term as Trustee but has recently relocated to Nanaimo.
While the election date is not definite, electors on Hornby
Island can expect the by-election to be held in February or
March of 2005.
General Local Elections for the entire Islands Trust Area will
be held in November 2005, in accordance with the schedule for
local government elections throughout British Columbia. 0
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Battle of Fallujah ~ Mike Logan

At What Cost, Victory?
n November 8, 10,000 US Marines and
2,000 Iraqi troops surrounded the city
of Fallujah, 50km west of Baghdad, and
besieged the city of 300,000. Similar in size and
population to Victoria, it has been known as an
‘insurgent stronghold’ since April of 2004, when
American forces ceded control to Iraqis and
exited the city. Because of alleged war crimes
committed by forces on both sides, the current
situation has been decried by Amnesty
International and Canadian Louise Arbour, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights. The Red Cross described the situation as
a ‘humanitarian crisis.’
The buildup for the battle of Fallujah began
two months prior to the November 11 attack
when the Iraqi Health Ministry stopped sending
medical supplies to Fallujah hospitals, and US
air strikes increased in frequency and intensity.
Families began to flee well before armoured
vehicles and helicopters issued evacuation
orders in the week leading up to the attack.
Families who managed to escape told stories
of desperation and struggle from the friends they
left behind. One member of the displaced AlJaburi family, now staying with friends in a
Baghdad apartment, said he is ‘very upset’
because the Iraqi government ‘didn’t help with
anything.’ Another refugee, Mr Um Abdallah
acknowledged the insurgent threat, but said that
‘American forces’ were ‘threatening [residents of
Fallujah] all the time.’ These were just two voices
among the estimated 150,000 Fallujans that fled
prior to hostilities.

Cutting Off Aid

At the beginning of the assault, US forces
surrounded the city and captured the wellequipped general hospital on the outskirts. They
were able to prevent insurgents—and also
families—from fleeing the fighting. The New
York Times and the Red Cross both reported
that Americans prevented civilian refugees from
leaving the embattled city, forcing them to return
to a combat zone—a clear violation the rules of
war as outlined by the Geneva Convention.
Though other media sources reported
insurgents trying to break the US cordon, the
Red Cross protested the lack of access to the
city’s residents who were now without water and
electricity, and, due to intense street fighting,
could not seek food or medicine either. Barred
from entering the city to provide either relief or
medical assistance, the Red Cross waited in
frustration on the outskirts of the city for weeks,
repeatedly requesting access to the estimated
50,000 civilians still trapped in their homes.
Reports began to leak out that children and
mothers were dying, not from the fighting, but
from lack of basic medical aid. One story
broadcast on Arab language networks told of a
nine-year-old child wounded by shrapnel who
bled to death and was subsequently buried in
his parents’ garden. Doctors staffing the seized
Fallujah general hospital complained of a lack
of patients, while from inside the city a doctor
claimed that he was the lone survivor of a bomb
that destroyed a makeshift dispensary, killing
more than 20 medical staff.
Amnesty International and the Red Cross,
stressing that civilians and injured combatants
alike must have access to medical help, urged
US forces to set up a ‘humanitarian corridor.’
However, the corridor was not created and
food, medical supplies, and potable water were
trapped scant kilometers from the people who

needed it.

The Crisis Deepens

Then, as US-inflicted casualties reached 1,000,
the unthinkable occurred. An embedded NBC
cameraman recorded a young marine shooting
an apparently unarmed motionless injured
insurgent inside a mosque. The ‘battle for the
hearts and minds’ turned sour as the image,
indelible as the Abu Ghraib hooded prisoner,
was broadcast to millions. Reaction was swift
and vehement, even as the Marines quickly
removed the soldier from the battlefield
pending an investigation and possible charges.
UN High Commissioner Arbour joined the
worldwide chorus for an investigation into all
suspected human rights abuses in Fallujah,
saying that ‘all violations of international
humanitarian law…must be investigated and
those responsible for the breaches—
including…the killing of injured persons…must
be brought to justice, be they members of the
multinational force or insurgents.’
The official military estimate of civilian
casualties is zero, apparently meaning that all
those killed were insurgents actively involved in
the
fighting.
However,
independent
assessments by Red Cross officials—based on
telephone calls and conversations with people
trapped in the city—have placed the figure at
800, two-thirds of the acknowledged 1,200
killed by American forces.
Other casualties of the fighting include up to
half of the city’s 1,200 mosques, one of which
was bombed to rubble and dust by an air strike
called to kill a lone sniper. Another Red Cross
official, speaking on condition of anonymity
said, ‘I don’t know why the American leaders
did not approach [us]…to deal with the families
properly before the attacking began…people
were stuck with no help.’

The Fallout

On November 18, as the last remaining pockets
of resistance were engaged, an Iraqi official said
that health services would be restored,
reconstruction needs assessed, and returning
families assisted and compensated with $100.
The Red Cross repeated its demand for an
independent assessment of the havoc wreaked
upon the beleaguered city. As recently as
November 23, Arab leaders denounced the
‘overuse of force’ and stressed the ‘need to
refrain from shelling innocent civilians’ at a
conference of the Arab League and the G8—the
8 wealthiest industrial nations.
In a Washington Post editorial piece, retired
Army General Wesley Clark reminded
Americans that we can’t ‘bomb people into
polling booths,’ which seems ironic since the
offensive was launched to stabilize this largely
Sunni Muslim region for the approaching
January elections, which many Sunnis have
now vowed to boycott. He also says ‘had
we…destroyed the city and killed large
numbers of innocent civilians…we most
certainly would have been judged losers.’
While the official numbers aren’t yet in, by
the Red Cross and UN accounts it appears that
this prescient assessment may well hold true.
Clearly, all precautions necessary to protect
civilians have not been taken. Though Fallujah
is tragic, it is war itself that is the ultimate
tragedy; throughout history and despite
attempts otherwise, it remains a time when
human life is not respected. 0

December 4 vote will decide Green
Party candidate for May 2005

The Green Party of BC’s nomination process for Saanich North & the Islands constituency resulted
in three nominees: Brenda Guiled (rhymes with ‘wild’), Andrew Lewis and Ken Rouleau. All three
are residents of Salt Spring Island. Andrew Lewis was the constituency Green Party candidate in
the 2001 provincial election, winning over 25% of the vote in the riding. A December 4 vote by
Green Party members will decide the candidate for next May’s provincial election. 0

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

World History 101 - Exam
from the Internet

This test consists of one (1) multiple-choice question. First, here’s a list of the countries that the US
has bombed since the end of World War II, compiled by historian William Blum:

China: 1945-46
Guatemala: 1954
Guatemala: 1960
Laos: 1964-73
Guatemala: 1967-69
El Salvador: 1980s
Iraq: 1991-99
Yugoslavia: 1999

For over 25 Years
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China: 1950-53
Cuba: 1959-60
Peru: 1965
Cambodia: 1969-70
Libya: 1986
Panama: 1989
Afghanistan: 1998

QUESTION: In how many of these instances did a democratic government, respectful of
human rights, occur as a direct result?
Choose one of the following: (a) 0, (b) zero, (c) none. 0

REQUEST
SOUTHERN GULF

FOR PROPOSAL
ISLANDS ABATTOIR FEASIBILITY STUDY

ISLANDS FARMERS INSTITUTE
In October 2003, the Ministry of Health Planning Protection and the BC Centre for
Disease Control introduced new meat inspection regulations under the Food Safety Act,
to govern the processing of animals for food in British Columbia. It will be mandatory by
September 01, 2006 to have all animals for food production processed within a
provincially approved and licensed facility. Currently, licensed and inspected abattoir
facilities do not exist on the Gulf Islands. The Southern Gulf Islands livestock producers
face significant costs in moving livestock off-island to abattoirs in order to meet the local
consumer demands for island-produced meat products.
The Islands Farmers Institute (Salt Spring), in partnership with the Pender Island Farmers
Institute, Mayne Island Agricultural Society, Island Natural Growers and the Island AgriFood Initiative is seeking proposals from qualified contractors to complete a feasibility
study which will assess and evaluate the relative economic viability of Gulf Islands land
based, mobile or off-island abattoirs.
Contact Project Manager Margaret Thomson at: almargthomson@uniserve.com for
Request for Proposal document outlining objectives, criteria, budget and format.
Proposals must be sent by mail no later than December 9, 2004, to Islands Farmers
BlackBox 661, Ganges P.O. Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2W3.
Institute,

Often, kids don’t appreciate Canada Savings Bonds until much later.
Unless of course, you give them in a really big box.

If you’re looking for a gift that’s guaranteed to create interest, try Canada Savings Bonds. After all,
they’re the gift that literally keeps on giving. Buy them where you bank or invest. Or buy them directly.
Either way, make sure to ask for a free gift card so that special someone knows that they’re getting
the gift of Canada.

To buy directly, visit www.csb.gc.ca or call 1 888 773-9999.

1-800-447-3247
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Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria

Korea: 1950-53
Indonesia: 1958
Congo: 1964
Vietnam: 1961-73
Grenada: 1983
Nicaragua: 1980s
Sudan: 1998

6 Scheduled Flights Daily
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Exceptional quality.
Outstanding value.
We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.
We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages
• 35 years of industry experience
• financing, builder and warranty programs

JAMES ABERCROMBIE VERNER – April, 1912 - November, 2004

Formerly of Port Washington, Pender Island and West
Vancouver, Jim Verner passed away in Lions Gate Hospital at
the age of 92 after refracturing his hip.
As a young boy, Jim was fascinated by flying machines, so
after he joined the fledgling R.C.A.F. as an officer, he learned to
fly Gipsy Moths (and other early models). He graduated from
UBC in Mechanical Engineering in 1935, through the R.O.T.P.
plan. Much later, in 1955, Jim received his MBA from the
University of Western Ontario. He served as an officer and
pilot in the R.C.A.F. from 1931 to 1964 and was still actively
flying when he retired as an Air Commodore. Jim was
honoured by the R.C.A.F. when he was chosen to attend
Imperial Defence College in London, England in 1960. While
on course, he had the pleasure of doing his famous ‘card tricks’
for King Hussein of Jordan after flying him to his seaside
resort.
At a party in the early 30s in what is now the Hart House
Restaurant, he caught the eye of Isabel Hamilton and
remarked to the hostess, ‘That’s the girl I’m going to marry.’
He and Isabel were married in 1938 and spent most of their
married life moving about the country as military duties
dictated. Jim served overseas in England in 1939 and 1944,
then in Korea in 1951. Each posting brought interesting events
and adventures.While Commanding Officer of Goose Bay,
Labrador, 1949-1951, he witnessed the first jets flying
overhead, helped welcome Newfoundland/Labrador into
Canada, and co-founded the weekly base newsletter called ‘The
Gosling’ (which often contained his own penguin cartoons).
A Renaissance man, James had a scientific mind,
composed poetry and music, played piano, painted and taught
water colour and loved inventing and performing magic tricks
and puzzles. After retiring, he and Isabel moved to West
Vancouver. Always up for a challenge, Jim promptly moved
into a new career as an instructor at BCIT where he taught
Business Management from 1964-1975.
In 1975, he and Isabel moved to Pender Island where he is
remembered as a very generous, intelligent and yet modest
man. He is also remembered for his creativity, his eccentricity,
his contributions to the community and his desire to help
children learn about the arts.
John Crawford recalls that Jim was always keen to take on
new challenges. When an organic farm on Pender was ceasing
its operations in 1985 and its beekeeping equipment was
available, Jim was keen to become a beekeeper. The bees were
from New Zealand and were very gentle, and with John’s help,
Jim was soon harvesting his own honey. Each summer for

many years, a ship from New Westminster called the
Edgewater Fortune sailed the Gulf Islands. The ‘crew’ were
high school biology students from Edmonton and Calgary.
Port Washington was one of the ports of call for these
youngsters. Somehow, the connection between Jim and the
kids was made and he looked forward to hosting the kids each
summer and showing them the intricacies of beekeeping. He
carried on with his beekeeping until he was in his late eighties.
Jim was famous for his many pianos. He had two grand
pianos in his living room, one of which was a big Steinway that
had belonged to his mother. Jim had it completely refurbished
and loved to play some of his compositions on it. In the days
before electronic keyboards, Jim would hitch his trailer onto
the back of one of his Volvo station wagons and go to auction
sales in Vancouver and bring home pianos, which he then took
to the homes of Pender children so that they would have an
opportunity to learn to play.
Jo Timmermans remembers the tremendous contributions
that Jim made at the Pender Library. He offered numerous
book binding courses for librarians. He also established ‘See
Art’—a very popular outreach program for children and adults
at the Pender Library.
Former Parks & Rec Chair Chuck Harris recalls that,
sometime around 1989, Jim volunteered to make the sign at
the entrance to Mount Elizabeth Park. Jim carved the trail
route onto a piece of arbutus and it’s still there today to show
hikers the way.
Gregory Franklin, a close friend, remembers Jim for his
intellect and brilliance. An entertaining evening for Jim was a
quiet room, soft classical music playing on CBC Radio and him
spending countless hours on recreational mathematics.
Another passion for Jim was to design intricate wooden
puzzles that were nearly impossible to solve. It was dream to
start a business designing, building and marketing these
puzzles.
Jim loved the theatre and attended as many shows as
possible. He took great pride in seeing his 19th century
furniture on several of the sets of various Solstice Theatre
productions. Jim Verner has left a wonderful legacy on Pender
Island and will be fondly remembered.
Jim was predeceased by his wife, Isabel Frances Andison
Hamilton Verner (1983) and by his brother Edwin and sister
Jean. He is survived by his four children: James (Jane), Robert
(Jain), Margaret Nordman (Robin), and David (Barbara); nine
grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, and two sisters:
Kathleen Hall and Margaretta Reid. 0

Readers’ Letters

Evelyn Martens: Not Guilty

Dear Editor:
It is said that there are two certainties in life—death and taxes.
While it is legal and often wise to get advice about taxes it is not
legal to get advice about your death!
If it is self-evident that death is part of the human continuum,
why do we have so much trouble dealing with it? As a medical
student (50 years ago), I was taught that death was the enemy
and that it was good medical practice to preserve life at all costs,
(whether or not the patient, usually with a ‘terminal’ illness,
wanted it preserved.)
Some conditions are described as being ‘worse than death’.
What could those conditions be? I would include in my list:
intractable and uncontrollable pain, loss of independence of
thought and/or action with no possibility of recovery (ie. Sue
Rodriguez), and total loss of meaning in life.
My mother died at age 99. Other than severe loss of hearing,
she was in reasonable health, albeit a bit confused and forgetful
at times. Throughout her life she had been socially very active,
helping those less fortunate than herself. She was a woman of
strong Christian faith. But intermittently during the last ten
years of her life she would ask me if there was not something that
I could do to hasten her passing, because for her, life had no
further meaning. She was ready and anxious to die.
If I had acceded to her wishes I could have been charged with
a criminal offence. Evelyn Martens (age 71) was charged with
just such an offence—namely counselling and abetting the
suicides of two members of the Right to Die society to which she
belonged.
On November 4, in a courtroom in Duncan, after a 6-week
trial, Evelyn was found ‘not guilty’ by a 12-person jury. The
crown counsel had labeled her a ‘Merchant of Death.’
Evelyn had been an executive member of the Right to Die
society, a society whose members feel that as ‘free’ individuals
we should have the right to choose the method and time and
place of death.
Evelyn was arrested on June 26, 2002, as she was returning

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design

to her Victoria home from Vancouver. She was incarcerated in
Sidney, and the same night her house was searched by police
and her computer confiscated. The following day she was
transferred to Vancouver where she was jailed for a further five
days. The prosecutors attempted to have her kept in custody
until her trial but, although imposing strict conditions on her, a
judge granted bail. Her trial was not to occur for another 30
months! Thirty months of uncertainty with a possible penalty of
14 years in prison if found guilty.
Evelyn was charged with counselling the suicide of an ex-nun
with intractable back pain in Duncan, and an ex-teacher with
terminal stomach cancer and uncontrollable pain who lived in
Vancouver. She was present during both their deaths.
Two Crown prosecutors were assigned to the case, and the
RCMP mounted an elaborate sting operation in an attempt to
get her to confess that she had actually assisted at the suicides.
They failed in their efforts. The Crown called 35 witnesses.
Because of the heavy-handed attempts to convict her, Evelyn
eventually had to engage two lawyers to conduct her defence.
The cost of her defence was approximately $200,000.
It was clear from the evidence that Evelyn’s actions were
governed by a feeling of compassion.
But in spite of being found innocent of the charges, she has
had to pay an enormous price—both emotionally and financially.
Is that justice? Should a person declared innocent of a
criminal charge by the judiciary be obliged to suffer the
consequences of the charge? (Donations to the Evelyn Martens
defence fund can be mailed to the following address: Evelyn
Martens Defence Fund, 145 Macdonell Avenue, Toronto,
Ontario, M6R 2A4 )
Brian I. Finnemore MD, Salt Spring Island

North Pender By-election

Dear Editor:
The by-election for North Pender Island Trustee is over and it is
now time to move ahead—together. We have a great opportunity
to revise how we conduct Local Trust Committee (LTC) business
and it is time to proceed with a number of important initiatives.
The need to complete a comprehensive review of our Official
Community Plan (OCP) has been widely acknowledged. It is
long overdue but the involvement of our community will be a key
factor for making the review a success.

LETTERS, continued next page

• Polypropylene-lined
Steel Cisterns—
4,000-30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters
Prentice

Liberty

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155

Start your dream. Contact us today.

www.rainwaterconnection.com

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

Richard J. Wey BCLS
Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning
The Lord James, #4-2227 James White Blvd.
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175

‘What’s On?’
Now until New Years Eve

Comox Valley 30th Annual Christmas Craft Fair—original
design, handmade works in pottery, jewellery, wood, glass, fabric,
and much more • Comox Valley Art Gallery, 367 Fourth Street,
Courtenay • Daily 10am–5pm, except Sunday 11am–4pm •
Admission free • Info:250-338-6211, www.mars.ark.com/~cvag •
IN COURTENAY, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Friday to Sunday, December 3 to 5

Better than Ever Christmas Craft Fair—lots of new and
exciting vendors; come for lunch and enjoy hearty island foods
and delicious desserts • Fulford Hall • DEC 3: 5–9pm, DEC 4:
10–4pm, DEC 5: 10–4pm • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sun, Dec 5 to Sat, Jan 1

Pender Island Lions’ Annual Christmas Events—join the
Lions in a variety of events for young and old; DEC 5: Lighting of
the Care Tree, Bridges Road, 4pm, Info: Mark Slater 629-3172;
DEC 7: District Governor’s Visit & Christmas Party, 6:30pm,
Info: Shirley LePers 629-6541; DEC 11: Santa Ship, Port Wash
Dock, 12:45pm, Info: Doug Patterson 629-6884; JAN 1: Polar
Bear Swim, Port Browning, 12:30pm, Info: Ursula Poepel 6293332; TBA: Burns Night Dinner • ON PENDER ISLAND

T
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Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

GULF ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

OCEANFRONT LOTS

Fri, Sat & Sun, Dec 10, 11 & 12

ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

Salt Spring Singers Christmas Concert: ‘The Holly and the
Ivy’—joyful Christmas music • Artspring • Fri & Sat: 8pm, Sun:
2pm • Tickets/Info: 250-537-2102 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sunday, December 12

Lantern-making Workshop—make a
lantern for the New Year’s Eve lantern
procession—this year’s theme is fire; children
welcome with a parent or adult • Community
Hall • 10am–4pm • Suggested donation:
$5/person for supplies • Info: Marie Krahn,
629-6096 • ON PENDER ISLAND

New Year’s Eve

SATURNA ISLAND

PENDER ISLAND

Activ8—3 DJs, awaken and
activate your heart, spirit, body
and soul…let go and allow the
music to take control; spin
dance and be free...together as
one, celebrating and having
fun • South End Community Hall • 8:30pm • Tickets: $10 at the
door • Info: 250-539-3425 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan

1-866-558-LAND (5263)

www.landquest.com

SHORELINE DESIGN

specializing in water
access over steep
& rugged terrain

Show Review ~ Clare & Barry Mathias

Opera and Dance Out of The Box

LETTERS from page 4
I strongly believe we need to incorporate the ‘Principles of
Public Accountability’ into the operations of our LTC. This will
enhance transparency and accountability around North Pender
Island Trust Committee’s business.
I also believe we need to improve the process by which North
Pender Trustees receive advice and review local initiatives and
proposals. This means the overhaul of our Advisory Planning
Commission (APC) is a priority for me. I intend to pursue a
review of the structure and make-up of our APC with the other
members of our LTC.
There are numerous other matters either pending LTC
consideration or about to be placed on the Committee’s agenda.
In all of these matters, I want to ensure that decisions are made
based on all the facts, with full community involvement and in
the best interests of the beautiful island we are so fortunate to
inhabit.
I have pledged to work hard, involve those who seek to be
involved and pay close attention to the many voices in our
community. It is anticipated I will be sworn in as Trustee at the
December Trust Council meeting. I will begin working for you at
that time and I look forward to hearing from you.
Together, we can preserve and protect the natural and social
heritage we share.
Gary Steeves, North Pender Island 0
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outstanding in a cast of
performers who had no
weaknesses. She sang
with beautiful tone and
without the usual strong
vibrato associated with
opera singers. Her deep
conviction,
combined
with her fluid dance and
acrobatic
routines,
together with her powerful presence as an actor, was truly
remarkable. It is possible that Panthea may return to the Island
to perform a one-woman show next year—there is no doubt the
hall will be packed.
A big thank you to Jill Moran who arranged this visit, and even
organized a theatre bar! We have no idea why so few attended this
wonderful performance, but the performers said it was the most
appreciative audience they had encountered on their present tour.
It was certainly a memorable occasion, and we look forward to the
next visit by Out of the Box Productions. 0

Peter
Christenson

www.shorelinedesign.ca
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FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
WATERFRONT PROPERTY
PRICED FROM

$120,000
4.9 TO 20 AC +/CALL NOW FOR BEST SELECTION.
RICHARD HILL

604-948-0434 OR VIEW
WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET
AMEX BROADWAY WEST REALTY

‘Slow Rap’ for the ‘Slow
Islands’ Movement
Hush the rush • Hike and bike
Don’t go far with your car
Explore your core • Less is more
Act with care • Try to be fair
Remember to share • Life is a prayer
Let’s think globally and eat locally
Be content with no event
Don’t be tired • Get unwired
Read a book • Learn to cook
Take your time • You will shine
Plant a tree • Embrace mystery
Toss the TV, and your CV
Try to be clear • Let go of fear
Stay close to home • Grow your own
Conservation • preservation
Check out quiet • Why not try it?
TakE a walk • Forget the clock
Follow your heart • Forget being smart
-Nina Raginsky, Salt Spring Island

peterc@shorelinedesign.ca
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Essig to run for NDP in
Cowichan-Ladysmith

David Essig, long-time resident of Thetis Island and head of the
Islands Trust, has formally launched his campaign to seek the
nomination of the Cowichan-Ladysmith New Democratic Party
for the forthcoming provincial election.
Essig says, ‘I’ve entered the race to bring my skills and
experience and my life-long commitment to social democracy to
the provincial legislature. I am dedicated to rebuilding
prosperous, sustainable communities in the CowichanLadysmith region—ones that balance the needs of the human
and natural environments.’
Essig has served for the past 12 years as an elected Islands
Trustee for Thetis Island, his home. For the past eight years he has
served as the elected Chair of the Islands Trust. Essig has been
highly successful in introducing a more cooperative and inclusive
political culture to the Islands. ‘We’ve been able to help our
constituents find the balance between growth and sustainability,
and to shape a vision of a healthier future for Island communities.
And most important, we’ve been able to deliver policies and
programs to make this vision a reality.’
Prior to entering elected office, Essig established himself as
one of Canada’s best-known blues guitarists and an
internationally recorded singer/songwriter. Over his long
career, Essig has recorded 20 albums of his own music and
produced more than 30 others. He has performed at every
major folk/roots festival in Canada and toured around the
world. He presently records his and others’ music at his
Watershed Studio on Thetis Island. 0

250-629-8386
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Photo: Nina Raginsky

hose Pender Islanders who regularly attend artistic events
will know that there are moments when something
remarkable occurs. If you were one of the forty or so
audience members who attended the ‘Out of the Box
Productions’ November 23 performance of Opera Erotique at
the Community Hall, you will know that this was one of those
rare occasions. A clever set, remarkable lighting and a thoughtful
seating arrangement produced an intimate atmosphere. The
three operatic singers and one dancer were excellent: powerful,
sensuous, vibrant and well-suited to their parts.
The opera is set in the distant future when the use of
cybernetics is common. Matthew Leigh plays baritone Arro, an
expert in cybernetics, who revisits the attic of an old opera house
with his girlfriend, mezzo soprano Igma (Melissa Schiel). Arro
reveals his ‘toys,’ which he had created some years earlier—two
deactivated female cybernetic performers, each perfect in its
discipline and both immune to the pain of performance. Ballos
(Jung-Ah Chung), a mute dancer of sensitive grace and
outstanding flexibility and Anaman (Panthea), a beautiful lyric
soprano, are activated by Arro and slowly reconnect with their
human counterparts.
All four discover that what they seemingly lack and desire the
most belongs to the other. They are drawn into a tumultuous
and erotic tumble, in which they sing and dance to please
themselves, ending in the inevitable realization that they will all
lose their souls.
The opera lasted an hour and ten minutes with no interval,
which added to the dramatic tension. Fifteen well-known arias
from famous operas were cleverly woven into a plot that at first
seemed fairly predictable, yet soon realized its potential. As the
humorous and symbolically erotic scenes progressed, enhanced
greatly by the remarkable dancing of Jung-Ah Chung, the
combination of voice and movement produced a powerfully
emotional ending that reduced many in the audience to tears.
The live music provided by cellist Silvina Samuel, and pianist
Andrea Lahmer added immeasurably to the enjoyment. The
deep, mellow tones of Silvina’s cello subtly increased the
intensity of the dramatic moments.
It must be said, however, that soprano Panthea was
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OVEMBER MARKS THE START OF OUR RAINY
SEASON 2AINWATER mOWS ACROSS ROOFTOPS
LAWNS DRIVEWAYS SIDEWALKS STREETS
AND PARKING LOTS )T CROSSES PLAYING lELDS GOLF
COURSES AGRICULTURAL LAND AND CONSTRUCTION SITES
!LONG THE WAY THE WATER CAN PICK UP LITTER AND
PET WASTES SEDIMENTS AND DIRT FERTILIZERS AND
PESTICIDES AUTOMOTIVE mUIDS AND PAINT RESIDUES
AMONG OTHER THINGS )T IS NO LONGER JUST PLAIN
RAINWATER ITS STORMWATER
)N URBAN AREAS STORMWATER mOWS INTO STORM
DRAINS AND THEN TRAVELS THROUGH UNDERGROUND
PIPES TO THE NEAREST STREAM )N RURAL AREAS IT
SEEPS DIRECTLY INTO THE SOIL AND BECOMES PART OF
GROUND WATER -OST STORMWATER GOES UNTREATED
#ONTAMINATED STORMWATER IS ONE OF THE LARGEST
SOURCES OF POLLUTION OF OUR FRESH AND SALTWATER
SYSTEMS "ACTERIA AND PATHOGENS FROM FAILING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS POOR AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES AND
DOMESTIC ANIMAL WASTES CAN CREATE COMMUNITY
HEALTH ISSUES "ESIDES BEING UNSIGHTLY LITTER CAN
BLOCK DRAINS AND CAUSE mOODING 7ASHED OFF
FERTILIZERS AND SEDIMENTS CAN DESTROY AQUATIC
HABITAT AND HAZARDOUS WASTES LIKE PESTICIDES
PAINT AND USED MOTOR OIL CAN POISON AQUATIC LIFE
3TORMWATER CONTAMINATION IS EVEN MORE OF A
CONCERN DURING THE WET SEASON DUE TO INCREASED
VOLUME AND SPEED OF RUNOFF (OWEVER MOST
STORMWATER CONTAMINATION CAN EASILY BE
PREVENTED (ERES WHAT YOU CAN DO THIS WINTER
TO PROTECT OUR STORM DRAIN SYSTEMS AND KEEP OUR
WATERS CLEAN
!ROUND 9OUR 9ARD
W 2AKE UP YARD WASTE AND LEAVES AND COMPOST
THEM OR HAVE THEM PICKED UP
W 5SE NATURAL GARDENING METHODS INSTEAD OF
PESTICIDES AND FERTILIZERS
W #OVER PILES OF SOIL SAND OR MULCH TO STOP
THEM FROM BEING WASHED DOWN DRAINS
W "UILD BARRIERS AROUND YOUR GARDEN BEDS TO
CONTAIN THE SOIL
W 0LANT VEGETATION WHERE SOIL IS EXPOSED TO
AVOID EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION
!ROUND YOUR (OME
W 2ECYCLE OR PROPERLY DISPOSE OF HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS
W $ISPOSE OF LITTER IN THE GARBAGE
W )F YOU HAVE A SEPTIC SYSTEM GET IT INSPECTED
AND PUMPED EVERY THREE TO lVE YEARS
W 7HERE POSSIBLE USE PERMEABLE PAVEMENT
OR STEPPING STONES RATHER THAN CONCRETE OR
ASPHALT
!ROUND 9OUR #AR
W -AINTAIN YOUR CAR REGULARLY AND lX LEAKS
IMMEDIATELY
W 5SE A COMMERCIAL CAR WASH OR SERVICE STATION
CAR WASHING BAY TO CLEAN YOUR CAR 4HESE
FACILITIES ARE REQUIRED TO TREAT WASTEWATER
FROM THEIR FACILITIES
W 7HEN WASHING YOUR CAR AT HOME PLACE THE
VEHICLE ON A GRASSY AREA OR OVER GRAVEL
W 5SE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CAR WASH
DETERGENTS
4HERE ARE INCREASING CONCERNS ABOUT THE QUALITY
OF OUR STORMWATER 4HE GOOD NEWS IS THAT WE CAN
PREVENT MOST STORMWATER POLLUTION  BEFORE THE
NEXT RAINY DAY )F YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE #2$ )NTEGRATED 3TORMWATER (ARBOURS
AND 7ATERSHEDS PROGRAM PLEASE CONTACT
STORMWATER CRDBCCA
#2$ %NVIRONMENTAL 3ERVICES  
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
h e weather is so mild this fall—we haven’t had one frost.
No complaints from me, even if it is darkening by
4:30pm now, especially on the rainy drizzly days. I find
cheering in the thought that somewhere in the flip hemisphere,
a woman is reveling in the warmth and enjoying long days!
Lambs are growing in warm ewe-sheep bodies and life is
stirring in the centre of crocus hearts. So, 28 more days until
solstice and we will be be on the return trip to spring and
summer!

Santa on Land and Water

Please notice this last minute change in date! Our elementary
school students are practising for the Saturna Island Elementary
School Concert on Thursday, December 9—you will miss Santa
and the kids if you come on the previously advertised date.
The kids and their teacher, Marie Mullen, welcome everyone
to the Community Hall for the play, singing, Santa’s expected
visit, and lots of wonderful Christmas sweets to eat. The kids put
out a great effort—it’s a treat to watch.
More Santa news—the Santa Ship will come to Saturna on
December 11 at 11:45am or thereabouts. Santa will dock his boat
and walk up to our Community Hall with lots of elves and clowns
in tow. At the Hall, Santa will hand out gifts and the Saturna Lions
will have lots of hot chocolate and refreshments for everyone.
All are welcome to this longtime Island event—Santa has
been coming from Bethlehem, oops Bellingham, for thirty years
or so to see firsthand how wonderful our Gulf Island kids are and
how beautiful it is up here. Thanks to Santa—what a guy—and all
his helping friends.

Meals on Wheels Volunteer Needed

Our home care nurse is asking the community for volunteer
drivers for the Meals on Wheels program. Call Donna Curwen if
you can commit to a regular day or days. Remember the
wonderful job that Dian Johnstone did providing Meals on
Wheels for our seniors! After that it was Dian sponsored by the
Saturna Lions and then the CRD took over the project. Thanks
to Dian for getting the service up and running and for all of those
who now make the system work on our Island.

The McDades Entertain!

At our own wonderful Community Hall on November 16,
Saturna Arts and Concert Society presented their first concert of
the season. The McDades are a musical farming family from the
Edmonton area. (They are probably using singing to subsidize
the family farm!) Three siblings play together—Shannon
Johnson, the fiddler and lead singer, Solon McDade on bass and
Jeremiah McDade on tenor sax and flutes. The siblings play with
John Gerry on seven-string guitar and Stephen Snyder on
drums—close friends from McGill University where all the male
members of the band graduated from the music program. They
also all speak French!
This laid-back group was billed as a Canadian Celtic band.
This is an apt description as they played some traditional Celtic
pieces, mixed in with many of their own creations. It is not often
that we have a Saturna Concert presentation where some of the
music is so new it doesn’t have a title. These young musicians are
in a very creative part of their careers and that makes for a
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Georgia
View
Management
of
Richmond, BC intends to
make application to Land and
Water British Columbia Inc.
(LWBC), Vancouver Island
Region - Nanaimo Service
Centre, Land and Water
Management Division Office
for a License of Occupation Roadway
situated on
Provincial Crown land at
Galiano Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412552. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345
Wallace
Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
LWBC until December 19,
2004. LWBC may not be able
to
consider
comments
received after this date. Please
visit
our
website
at
www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current Land Applications
for more information.
Be advised that any
responses
to
this
advertisement
will
be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia’s
regional office.
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different kind of evening.
The singing was lovely—harmonies, lead and backup. The
guitarist and the tenor saxophonist are well-known in jazz circles
and recording studios in Montreal and this love of jazz and
expertise was apparent in their program. Thanks to Robert
Montgomery for handling the sound and lighting. The McDades
thoroughly enjoyed the acoustics and the ambiance of the
Community Hall as well as dinner at the café with Hubertus
Surm.
The five travel in a van with all of their gear and were set for
about six performances from Saturna to Cortez, including Salt
Spring. All reported that they loved touring. When this tour is
done, the three siblings will do a Christmas tour with their
father—an accomplished harpist. I asked if there was a ‘car
mechanic’ in the family or just one tone-deaf member but all
apparently sing and play. The fiddler, Shannon, started to play at
three years old and her skill and stage style attest to many years
of public performance.
Thanks to the Concert Society members who billet the
musicians, show them a bit of the Island, prepare the
Community Hall, and get the series organized. President
Elisabeth McColl said the Arts and Concerts Society would love
to have new members join—there are a number of interesting
tasks to perform ant all levels of involvement.

The One and Only Craft Fair

The One and Only 2004 Christmas Craft Fair was a great
success. One of the best scenes of Christmas for me is seeing the
Community Hall full of local creations. Many people came;
shopping, talking and looking and appreciating the handwork of
our Island’s artisans.
The Women’s Club had a huge gift basket they were raffling
and Mei Man Lee was turning out sushi and other Asian
delicacies in the kitchen. The organizers of the Candlelight
Dinner (December 19) were selling their 80 tickets. Carlos was
selling boxes of kindling, this is one of my favourites gifts since
my enslavable kindling-cutting children are off living their lives
elsewhere. Jody Bavis, who sells an indescribable potpouri of
items, was dressed very appropriately as a reindeer. The Parents
Group and their sales personnel—our school kids—were doing a
fine business in ornate Christmas cookies.
What a lot to chose from, jewelry, cards, jams, collages,
scarves, pottery, Saturna Wood Shed blankets—grown locally on
the backs of local flocks, pottery, birdhouses, corkboards,
furniture, toys, fabric art. Such inspiration! Now wrapping,
mailing…

Remembering David Grierson

It was sad to hear that David Grierson, host of CBC Victoria’s
‘On the Island’ show, died suddenly on Saturday, November 20
in Tofino. Mr Grierson covered Gulf Island stories in an
informed, respectful and warm manner, and enjoyed hosting
local cultural events. He devoted airtime to the GS-X hearings,
school board business and controversies and Island Trust issues
of land use and growth management. He had a special interest
in community life and the arts and culture.

2QEHKDOIRIWKH6DOW6SULQJ
,VODQG6ROLG:DVWH$GYLVRU\
FRPPLWWHHWKH&DSLWDO5HJLRQDO
'LVWULFW &5' LQYLWHVLQWHUHVWHG
FRQVXOWDQWVWRVXEPLWSURSRVDOV
WRFRQGXFWDQDQDO\VLVLQFOXGLQJ
DFRPSDULVRQRIWKHFRVWVRI
WKH66,UHF\FOLQJGHSRWWRRWKHU
RSWLRQVGHOLYHULQJDQHTXLYDOHQW
OHYHORIVHUYLFH
)RUPRUHGHWDLOHGLQIRUPDWLRQ
DERXWWKHFULWHULDRXWOLQHGLQWKH
5HTXHVWIRU3URSRVDOVSOHDVH
YLVLWWKH&5':HEVLWHDWZZZ
FUGEFFDWHQGHUVRUFRQWDFW7RP
:DWNLQVDW
7ZRFRSLHVRISURSRVDOVVKRXOG
EHVXEPLWWHGLQVHDOHGHQYHORSHV
WRWKH&5'(QYLURQPHQWDO
6HUYLFHVGHSDUWPHQWE\0RQGD\
'HFHPEHUDWSP
DWWKHIROORZLQJDGGUHVV
7RP:DWNLQV6HQLRU6ROLG:DVWH
3URJUDPV3ODQQHU
(QYLURQPHQWDO6HUYLFHV
&DSLWDO5HJLRQDO'LVWULFW
)LVJDUG6WUHHW32%R[
9LFWRULD%&9:6
7HOHSKRQH  
)D[  
HPDLOWZDWNLQV#FUGEFFD
7KH FRQWUDFW ZLOO EH DZDUGHG RQ RU
EHIRUH )ULGD\ 'HFHPEHU  

SATURNA, please turn to page 7

Live Your Dream

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –
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COMING
SOON!
IslandTides second
generation website
is in preparation.
Monthly readership
has reached 3,00o
people, so we are
developing
more
features and will
include
beautiful
westcoast pictures
and bonus articles
and letters.
We will also have a
full year’s editions of
Island Tides on-line
for your research.

WINERY from page 1
He explained that food would always be served with wine and
that he would not advertise alcohol sales, only wine tasting. He
said that the winery would be an outlet for other Island food
producers, visual artists and musicians, and provide hiking access
to the National Park.
He thought that the license would bring him under regulation,
which would be better for the Razor Point community rather than
the annual 24 Special Occasion licenses that he is currently
allowed. These he said were not regulated as to numbers of people
or hours. With this license he said, visitors would arrive in ‘a
smaller trickle rather than bulges.’ He said he could do quite a bit
with Special Occasion licenses but had decided to ‘face this group.’
He identified and addressed a list of concerns: traffic, drinking
and driving, noise, competition, property values, and expansion.
Demonstrating what he would do to ameliorate them. The winery
he said was at the end of an ‘unconscionable’ road, narrow, twisty
and badly repaired. However, ‘I should not be penalized because
the contractor who has to repair the roads doesn’t,’ he said. He
said car pooling, off street parking and shuttle buses from the
Driftwood Mall would reduce traffic, which he said would not
increase in volume—higher pricing than the pub would see to that.
He thought the community could lobby Highways to improve the
road and reduce the speed limit.
He felt that he was as concerned as anybody to eliminate
drinking and driving and would personally be staffing the lounge
and supply designated drivers. He thought that noise would be
better than it had been during the last three years; the winery in
operation would not be noisy.
Competition with other venues would not be an issue, higher
prices, lack of a commercial kitchen, limited parking and building
size would see to that.
Property values around the vineyard would appreciate, he
thought. On the final point he said that the winery had no room
for expansion.
Watt concluded his talk with the benefits that the winery
already brought to the community in employment, training and as
a venue for other Islanders. He said he was a good neighbour and
was asking support for his license endorsement project.
Opening the discussion from the floor, Bill Deverell said that he
could not agree that Watt was a good neighbour. He said that as
an immediate neighbour he had lived with excavators, chainsaws,
smoke and broken promises. The Deverells and Watt had been
‘pretty good friends until two years ago.’ Watt had visited the
Deverell’s in Costa Rica. He said that Watt had reneged on
promises in relation to digging his irrigation pond, moving log
piles to ameliorate noise and siting the winery down the hill.
Speaking of the Watt’s presentation Deverell said, ‘I don’t believe
any of these promises, they are not enforceable. The license,
Deverell said was ‘unprecedented on the Gulf Islands’ and that it
‘opens Pandora’s box.’
Half a dozen people gave character testimony for Watt. Rick
Marchand called him an ‘excellent neighbour.’ Several people
spoke of the need to support farming efforts on the Island and that
this liquor license was one of the ways to do this. John Carlton said
the Gulf Islands had a mediterranean climate and here was a
mediterranean agricultural project and that this kind of venture
was the best way to keep the Island rural. He also felt that
Canadians have a ‘prehistoric’ attitude to alcohol.
Keith Pincott, on the other hand, said that he didn’t like the
‘flow of alcohol’ and that the Island should not be encouraging any
more. He felt that there had to be a more ‘humanitarian’
supplement to farm income than a liquor license.
Others objected to a licensed lounge in a residential
neighbourhood. Many people brought up the issue that the area
was their home in all its deepest meanings.
In response to a question from Lynne Wells, Watt said that his
business would not be threatened if he did not get this license. He
said he had flexibility and the license was not a critical part of his
business plan.
Over and over those people opposed predicated their
comments by saying that they had no quarrel with Mr Watt but
said that they opposed recommending the license. Many felt that
they had no control over the establishment of a vineyard, or the
siting of its driveway through a residential lot or the granting of a
winery license. However, over the granting of the liquor license
endorsements they did have a say and they were saying ‘no.’
Ken Hancock pointed out that this initial granting of the
license was the only occasion in which the community would have
a say. Future amendments to the license, such as lengthened
hours would be referred to the Islands Trust but there was no legal
requirement for public consultation. (The license is granted to the
property and can be sold with it.)
The key concerns for meeting attendees were traffic to and
from the vineyard and drinking and driving on Razor Point Road,
followed by a concern about noise. (Razor Point Road which hugs
a steep hillside above Browning Harbour is narrow and without
ditches or shoulders and has a number of steep drop offs.)
People both in favour and against the licensing agreed that
Special Occasion license events had been ‘horrendous’ in respect
to traffic and noise.
Reg Smith said that Razor Point residents already had to put
up with the noise from the pub at Port Browning and that he did
not want additional noise from a new commercial venture. He
said he could put up with the regular noise from winery business
but that the extra licensing was unnecessary.
In answer to a question, Watt said that he would still use
Special Occasion licenses, though not often, because the liquor
license would be too restrictive for all purposes. Ken Hancock
pointed out that a Special Occasion license would be needed for
weddings. Bob Foster said he would like to see the Special
Occasion license ‘deleted.’
Sara Steil brought up fire danger. She said she walks the area
regularly and has noticed cigarette butts along the road and in the
grass on Harbour Hills Road following roadside parking for events
at the vineyard.
Charles Simpson said Watt’s presentation was, ‘too good to be
true. There are going to be drunks on Razor Point Road which is
terrible in its geography.’ He said that the road had 13 blind
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AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!

4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan
4Adjust bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29.95
reg. $49.95
$

Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
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SIDNEYCARS.COM

Quality Used
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad
and get an
additional 10% off.
We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

WANTED

Looking to buy used chainsaws,
Stihl and Husky brands. Call Larry
at 250-338-9277.

FOR RENT

Galiano, South End: Family house
in excellent location near beach
and parks. Large fenced yard. 250539-3678

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Beautiful ocean views, 3
bedroom +den/office. Available
December to June 1–$800.
Unfurnished home on Magic Lake,
3-bedroom, 2-bathroom. Dock;
carport; wood stove; large lot.
Available to December 2005–$900.
Furnished, large 2-bedroom home.
Available Nov 2004 to April 30,
2005–$900 (inclusive). Furnished,
cozy 2-bedroom; ocean views and
close to beach access. Available
October 15 to March 31,
2005–$800. Licensed Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HEALTH

Aromatherapy
Massage
Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.

* Therapy for the Mind,
Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Personalized Blends
* Christmas Gift Certificates
Available
At the

Serenity Skyloft
629-6739

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

MARINE

ISLAND
MARINE

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
In the Mi nd’ss E ye
M aintenanc e

Handyman/Renovator

• renos, repairs, maintenance
contracts available, decks built
• 20 yrs exp, references

Serving Victoria to
Nanaimo and Gulf Islands

Email: imarinec@saltspring.com

www.islandmarine.ca

corners and several blind hills. People did not drive safely on it
when sober.
Several people attested to the already increased traffic on Razor
Point saying it was no longer pleasant or safe to walk along.
Nori Pope said that Razor Point Road is ‘exactly as we would
like.’ The road is not at fault, he said. It was safe to drive at 30km
per hour. It was a heritage protected road and in any case to
straighten it would just encourage people to drive faster.
Alan White, who drives the road regularly at night, said he did
not like the potential of a 12-hour, 7-day license, adding that he
‘dreaded facing Mr Watt’s traffic coming out.’ Watt responded that
it was up to this group to set the hours.
Tony Hughes thought the traffic would subside once the
building phase was over and the winery in operation. Steve Taylor
said that there might not be greater traffic than now but it would
be more inebriated.
In relation to the Harbour Hills subdivision, Tekla Deverell
said that the 42 lots had been created with residential water and
sewer in mind, and now there was a winery building in the
subdivision whose levels of consumption were certainly not
factored in at the time of planning permission.
Terry Chantler also commented on ‘this incongruous land use’
saying the residential lot had not been intended to be a
‘thoroughfare to a commercial venture.’ He said that ‘Mr Watt was
good at putting his foot in the door’ and presented his case as if he
were ‘just doing us a favour’ and ‘creating a place for people to have
fun.’ However, he said, ‘four people a day are getting killed by
drunk drivers in Canada.’
Jan Larsen, owner of the lot next to the residential lot now
being used for Morning Bay’s driveway and for the winery said
said he had been ‘deluged’ by impacts for three years. He said there
was nothing between his house and the winery 75 metres away. He
had lost privacy and felt invaded.
Lynne Wells expressed concern that reactions to the licensing
application should be filtered through the Local Trust Committee
and that it was ultimately these three people (only one of whom
was present) who would be deciding the issue for residents.
Toward the end of the meeting, Ken Hancock pointed out to
Trustee Round that, according to his tally, only two Harbour

• architectural wood
mouldings
• custom-made
hardwood flooring
• custom-milled VG fir
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250-655-9184

1-250-732-4110

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

“Avoid costly septic field repairs,
have that tank cleaned NOW!”

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

ALL ISLANDS
SEPTIC LTD.

Rob Roodenburg
Owner/Operator
CALL:

Well Drillers
Tr evo r ’ss
Garden
Ma in t en an c e

250-538-PUMP (7867)

www.allislandsseptic.com

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada
• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

Luttmer
Woodworks
Kitchens
Wall units
Closet organizers

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710

Island
Mouldings

250-539-0466
www.luttmerworks.com

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island
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PVC Deck Membranes
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for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
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1- 8 00 - 8 04 -6 28 8

Servicing the Gulf Islands

FREE

Free: ‘Huntsman’ cast iron
woodstove to give away (chimney
included). South Pender. Call David
in Victoria, 250-598-3607

Hills/Razor Point Roads residents had spoken in favour of
recommending the application. Subsequently a third, claiming
long-time friendship with Keith Watt, added his support.
Michele Marsden read out the signatures of 75 Razor Point
Road and Harbour Hills Drive residents on a letter to the Liquor
Licensing & Control Board who opposed the license endorsements.
Addressing the wider view, Elizabeth Campbell said that the
formation of the Harbour Hills subdivision was a big problem
itself and underlay the current situation. It was not well planned,
she said, ‘all these things build apon one another’ and that
‘newcomers should investigate what went on before they came to
the Island’ and ‘try not to change things too fast.’ When you are
planning for the future you have to be very careful, she added. 0
SATURNA from page 6

Grounds For a Name Change

Our ‘Groundwater Committee’ has changed its name to the
‘Saturna Water Conservation Committee.’ The group wanted
the name to reflect the larger mandate that they have taken on—
water consumption conservation whether by rainwater
catchment or conservation, as well as education.
They are looking for funds to laminate parts of the Gulf
Island Waterscape posters to be used as decorative and
educational placemats. The Saturna Island Trustees have
agreed to provide some funding and the group will approach the
Saturna Community Club at the next meeting on December 6.
Mayne Island plans a one-day water workshop, ‘Source to
Tap,’ for April 30. Our committee hopes to have input into the
program. The group welcomes new members and would like to
hear of experiences with rainwater capture and conservation
techniques with home wells.

Islands Trust Board of Variance

The Islands Trust Southern Gulf Islands Board of Variance for
North Pender, South Pender, Saturna, and Mayne has been
appointed. Galiano has its own Board. Jacques CampbellSaturna Island, Jim Petrie-North Pender, Dennis French-South
Pender are the members. Jacques Campbell was voted to the
chair position and also is a member of Galiano’s Board. 0
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PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB

New Years Eve Party
in the Pub
with “Stretch”
Café: Open 7am–8pm daily, Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am weekdays)
Pub: Open from Noon daily
•
Liquor Store: Open from 10am daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF
SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS HARBOURS COMMISSION
REGULATION BYLAW AMENDMENT
The Board of the Capital Regional District (CRD) gives notice that it intends to
adopt CRD Bylaw No. 3233, cited as Capital Regional District Southern Gulf
Islands Harbours Commission Regulation Bylaw No. 1, 2000, Amendment
Bylaw No. 2, 2004, at its meeting of December 15, 2004.
The CRD Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission Regulation Bylaw
(Bylaw No. 2844) makes regulations for the safe operation and administration
of the docks operated by the Commission in the Southern Gulf Islands.
Bylaw No. 3233 amends Bylaw No. 2844 by increasing the moorage fees
contained in Schedule A by approximately 10%.
Enquiries regarding Bylaw No. 3233 may be directed to Mr. Al Cannon,
Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission Ports Manager, (telephone 250539-3036).
A copy of Bylaw No. 3233 may be viewed in full during normal working hours
from Dec. 1 to December 14, 2004, at the CRD offices listed below:
• CRD Administration Dept., 524 Yates Street, Victoria, B.C.
(8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Mon. to Fri.)
Telephone: 1-800-663-4425 (local 3128) or 250-360-3128.
• CRD Building Inspection office, 4605 Bedwell Harbour Road (Driftwood
Centre), North Pender Island, B.C. (8:30 a.m. to Noon; 1:00 p.m. to 4:30
p.m., Mon., Wed., Fri.)
You may also view Bylaw No. 3233 on the Internet @
http://www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/smallcraftharbo_/index.htm Select Bylaw No.
3233 from the list of bylaws.
DATED this 24th day of November, 2004
Carmen I. Thiel
Corporate Secretary

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Salt Spring Island: Sunny 12+ acres of
wonderful forest, & adjacent to park
reserve, lovely West Coast style home, large
media room, large sep. workshop with
studio. Exceptional choice! $799,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront 7.52 acres,
S/SW exposures, panoramic views of
Saanich Inlet, 450 ft of easy access
beachfront, shared access to acreage with
boat launch. Idyllic! $799,000
Other Listings
Salt Spring Island: 10.23 acres, mainly
arable land, creek, pond, close to
Ganges. $369,000
Salt Spring Island: Schubart designed
home with addition, sep studio,
comm. water, close to Beddis Beach.
Excellent retirement choice! $595,000

Pender Island: Buck Lake building
lot, part of Magic Lake Estates, access
to comm. water, sewer, & trails.
Summer fun awaits! $359,000

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island: Pretty renovated home, 3
bed / 3 bath, wood floors, coved ceilings,
lower daylight level with 9 ft ceilings,
comm. water, lake glimpses. A value
packed option! $498,000
Other Listings
Salt Spring Island: West Coast country
home, 3 bed / 2 bath, comm. water, easy
care & close to lake. $339,000
Galiano Island: 10 forested acres,
oceanview may be possible with clearing,
close to Dionisio Marine Park. $175,000
Salt Spring Island: Charming home, sep
guest cottage, sep office / workshop, 4+
acres, fruit trees, seasonal creek, forest.
Super retreat! $729,000
Mayne Island: 0.29 acre building lot,
motivated seller, excellent investment.
$99,800
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview upgraded
gem, good well, quiet area yet close to
Ganges, close to great beach access.
Many options: retreat, retirement,
investment, rental. Quick possession
possible! $279,000
Pender Island: Exceptional oceanfront,
exceptional home, exceptional views. See
Li!
Salt Spring Island: Brinkworthy Place
home, 2 bed / 2 bath, master with
ensuite & solarium, carport, private rear
garden, comm. water & sewer. $197,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Rain and Suffering—the Real Gulf
Islands Guide ~ Book Review by Patrick Brown

T

h is cute little volume, written by a
dyspeptic misanthrope and published
out of frustration and a little vengeance,
is just the thing to give as a Christmas present
to your relatives who show alarming signs of
visiting you on your Island or, worse still,
moving nearby.
Steven Grayson has swallowed whole the
myth of a Gulf Island paradise, but instead of
savouring the many and subtle flavours of the
Islands, has been stricken with acute mental
indigestion. This has resulted in
his enthusiastic excretion of a
new set of legends, based on a
pessimistic view of the climate,
unfortunate encounters with
the flora, fauna and inhabitants
of the Islands, and a decidedly
negative view of the institutions
and communities underlying
the discreet charm that has
made the Islands a best kept
secret for years.
Indeed, discretion is not the
author’s strong point. No aspect
of Island life escapes the
pressure washer of his prose.
His generalizations reveal the reef-strewn
shallows of his Island experience. His
overweening attempts to trash the complex
web of the Island imagination, to search out
and destroy each charming eccentricity, and to
insult each Island in some unique way, reveal
more about the author than about the Islands
themselves.
Illustrations by Paul Carew reveal a lighter
touch than the text. They include a set of Island

maps that are absolutely devoid of detail.
Long-time Islanders will recognize this
disjointed faux guidebook as the demonic
ravings of a weekend visitor who finds that the
ferry leaving the Island is several minutes late.
All the life-changing experiences of the last two
days, from the painful encounter with an illfitting bicycle seat to the dreaded silence of the
sleepless night, have welled up in barely
suppressed terror that there might be another
truth, an alternative life to the sin, sex, silent
sadism and sheer hypocrisy to which
he is returning.
Grayson’s book displays the
damaging effects of the reverse Peter
Pan
syndrome—the
awful
frustration of a man who finds he is
unable to fly. The gravity of his
negative nattering keeps him
staggering down the runway until he
piles into the blackberry bushes at
the far end. The depths of his
imagination keep him solidly
grounded.
That said, this lightweight tome
will fit easily into a pocket or
packsack, and will provide a deadly
diversion for the visitor. To travel hopefully is
often said to be better than to arrive; Grayson’s
book is an antidote to ever getting there.
One might even characterize it as emetic.
Just don’t take it seriously.

‘Rain and Suffering’ is published by Starling
Press, Salt Spring Island, at $12.95. It may be
available at disreputable bookstores, or
ordered through graycom@telus.net. 0

CRD encourages pesticide reduction

The CRD Roundtable on the Environment, which is made up of 20 community members and 2
CRD directors, has prepared a Community Action Plan that recommends raising awareness of
alternatives to pesticide use and development of a model pesticide bylaw.
The goal of the Community Action Plan is to encourage the short-term reduction and long-term
elimination of non-essential uses of pesticides in urban areas of the Capital Region. Three public
information meetings were held on Vancouver Island in late October and early November.
It is not clear how the proposed regulations would apply on Islands Trust islands. Legal opinion
is being sought.
The CRD is hoping people will continue to provide comments to the Roundtable on ways to
reduce and eliminate non-essential pesticide use. The public can submit feedback online at the
website below. For more information on the Community Action Plan, please visit
www.crd.bc.ca/rte/pest or contact CRD Hotline at 360-3030, 1-800-663-4425, local 3030, or
hotline@crd.bc.ca.0

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

SOUND PASSAGE ADVENTURES INC.
Pender Island, BC

The Haven B&B

250-629-3920 or
1-877-629-3930

In Peaceful Victoria

Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015

Toll-free in North America

www.soundpassageadventures.com

Whale Watching / Eco-Tours, Winery Tours • Scuba Diving
Charters, Lessons & Rentals • Power & Sailing Charters &
Lessons • Fishing Charters • Kayak & Paddle Boat Rentals •
Corporate Retreats • Water Transportation / Island Hopping

SERVING SIDNEY AND SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
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We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
250-629-3660
islandtides@
islandtides.com

indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.
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$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single*occupancy.
Subject
Valid
to March
31, 2005.
Single occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to March
31, 2003

