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High in the trees, Islands arborists do well in competitions. Gabriola’s Jeff Rietkerk competing in the master’s challenge
in the BC Tree Climbing Championship, see ‘Round the Islands,’ page 5.

Too close for comfort—a ship runs aground
The reality of a Strait of Georgia oil spill was
brought uncomfortably close on the night of
November 18. The high winds which have been
battering the coast for a couple of weeks caused
the bulk-carrier Hebei Lion to drag its anchor
and run aground onto Conconi Reef between
Mayne, Pender and Saturna Islands. Victoria’s
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre was notified
by the Hebei Lion, which in turn notified
Canadian Coast Guard and Transport Canada.
The ship, carrying 1.5 million gallons of fuel
oil was fortunately helped by the rising tide,
and pulled off the reef by a tug the following
morning.
Despite ferocious southeast winds in
winter, the Plumper Sound anchorage is
considered a favourite ‘safe anchorage,’ for
large vessels waiting for a berth in the Port of
Vancouver or for international shipping being
‘parked’ before leaving on another assignment
across the world. Early this year after the
economic downturn, a gigantic car transporter
was anchored in Plumper Sound for months.
Plumper Sound is also used by Canada
Shipping Lines for the off-loading of gypsum
onto barges headed for Texada Island. This has
caused a good deal of annoyance on the three
Islands because of the plume of gypsum dust
and, in the 1990s, the overturning of a gypsum
barge and the dumping of a large quanity of
gypsum on the ocean floor.

Downplayed in BC
This November’s incident, within the area of
the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve, was
downplayed in British Columbia but given full
coverage in Washington State. The only timely

reports in this side of the border were phone
calls from individual witnesses on the Islands.
The BCNew Democrat Party reports that on
the following Monday, November 23, when
questioned in the Legislature about the oil-spill
threat caused by the grounding, BCLiberal
Environment Minister Barry Penner had no
idea an incident had even occurred. ‘It is clear
that the latest round of BCLiberal cuts to the
environment ministry has left the province
with
greatly
reduced
capacity
for
environmental monitoring and response,’ said
NDP environment critic Rob Fleming. ‘This
incident had the potential to be a catastrophe
and the environment minister wasn’t even
aware it had happened.’ Fleming was
especially concerned about Minister Penner’s
lack of awareness about the situation given that
other BCLiberal ministers are lobbying heavily
for expanded crude oil supertanker traffic and
for the lifting of the federal moratorium on
coastal drilling.
Luckily the Americans were on deck on the
day of the grounding and ready to respond.
The Washington Department of Ecology
reported it thus the next day:
Ecology spill-response managers kept
close watch today after a 794ft cargo ship
went aground in the Gulf Islands, just
northwest of Washington’s San Juan
Islands. No spill was reported.
The bulk-carrier Hebei Lion dragged
anchor in winds that reached 74 mph
overnight and was blown onto a rocky reef
off Mayne Island at Plumper Sound in the

Commentary ~ Patrick Brown

Not such a ‘free vote’
On Wednesday, November 4, the House of Commons
managed to pass a bill which would terminate the
national registry of long guns. Bill C-391, was given
second reading, approval in principle, and is now
destined to an all-party committee, which will hold
public hearings. Following this, it will be put forward
for third reading in the Commons, and it must also be
passed by the Senate before it can be enacted.
The long gun registry has been the subject of
controversy and misinformation throughout its 14year life (it was introduced after the Montreal
Massacre). The Conservatives included its
termination in their election platform, but failed to
achieve a majority government. They decided not to
put the bill forward as a government initiative
because, with the current dysfunctional imbalance of
our parliament, the three opposition parties might all
oppose it, and it would be defeated.
It was therefore introduced as a private member’s
bill, under the sponsorship of Candice Hoeppner, a
Manitoba Conservative MP. Few such bills ever reach
a vote, but if they do, custom decrees a ‘free vote,’
which means that all MPs are free to vote as their
conscience and the opinion of their constituents
guides them. ‘Free votes’ are rare; they have
historically been reserved for issues such as the 1964
flag debate, and votes on capital punishment and
abortion.
In this case, the vote was carried by 164 to 137.
Eighteen Opposition MPs voted in favour of the bill,
along with all the Conservatives, and so it passed. We
have no way of knowing whether Conservative MPs
really felt free to vote as they wished; if they were,
their complete support represents a remarkable

SHIPPING, please turn to page 3

LONG GUNS, please turn to page 2

Heavy November rain, as storm after
storm has swept across the coast from
the North Pacific, has caused flooding in
towns at some of Vancouver Island’s big
river estuaries. Rain sluicing down the
eastern slope of Vancouver Island caused
rivers to overflow their banks, flooding
some heavily built-up low-lying areas on
the eastern seaboard. High winds and
high tides in the Strait of Georgia made
the situation worse by slowing the escape
of flood water at river mouths and
estuaries.
On November 16, the Duncan area, on
the banks of the Cowichan and Koksilah
Rivers, was hard hit. The municipality
declared a local state of emergency. Local
agencies and businesses swung into
action to help flood victims.
Island Savings Recreation Centre in
Duncan was turned into an emergency
reception centre. Island Savings Credit
Union staff joined provincial emergency
program workers, helping new arrivals
check-in and advised them about
financial assistance and helping initiate
damage claims. The Canadian Red Cross
also provided assistance; Thrifty Foods
provided food vouchers to help those
transitioning out of emergency reception
centres.
Provincial
Disaster
Financial
Assistance is being provided to help
families with the mop-up of 300
evacuated homes. To be eligible for
provincial assistance, damage must be
from
uninsurable events such as
overland flooding and mudslides. For
qualifying claims, the program covers up
to 80% of the portion of a claim
exceeding $1,000, to a maximum of
$300,000. Local governments are also
eligible for DFA; those being considered
are Comox Valley Regional District,
Nanaimo Regional District, Cowichan
Valley Regional District and Strathcona
Regional District.
Areas of Courtenay/Comox at the
mouth of the Comox Valley river network
(Puntledge, Courtenay, Tsolum and
Browns Rivers) were also affected. BC
Hydro helped out there by managing
flows into the Puntledge River at the
Comox Dam.
In the Campbell River area, BC Hydro
was also working hard to control flood
water but it had to open the John Hart
Dam releasing water into the Quinsam
River and also initiate a spill into the Elk
Lake Falls Canyon. BC Hydro did ward
off potential flooding along the Campbell
River and no major problems arose. 0
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Responding to questions in the legislature on November 19
about the BC Comptroller-General’s October report on the
governance of BC Ferries, Minister of Transportation and
Infrastructure Shirley Bond said, ‘We’ve made a commitment to
consider every single one of the recommendations seriously.’
However, having presumably done so, she has reappointed at
least one of the directors of the BC Ferry Authority to both the
Authority and the Board of Directors of BC Ferry Services Inc,
despite the report’s finding that such double appointments
represented a clear conflict of interest, and prevented the
Authority exercising oversight over the corporation. It is not
clear whether the minister has considered the other
recommendations that were made.
The report, which covered both BC Ferries and TransLink,
was released on October 30.
The review was initiated when the government was
embarrassed by the news that David Hahn, the CEO of BC Ferry
Services Inc (BCFS), the ‘privatized’ but still government-owned
ferry corporation, turned out to be making more than a million
dollars a year in salary, bonuses, and other perks.
Comptroller-General Cheryl Wenezeki-Yolland (‘the C-G’)
was asked to review both ‘independent service delivery models’
to ensure that the government was receiving value for money,
and to determine whether the objectives of each structure were
being achieved.
She confirmed that compensation for directors and
executives was severely out of line for comparable public sector
organizations, but that otherwise, the ferry system was well run.

Happy Holiday Hours...
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Minister considers, then ignores, first ferry report
recommendation ~ Patrick Brown

Did you shop
till you dropped?
Grab your friends,
relax and enjoy
(and ﬁnish shopping too!)
...refreshing shoulder or
foot massage,
steam cave, hot tub,
peppermint cocoa or tea
by the ﬁre.
10% off
all holiday purchases,
free gift wrapping!

w w w. p o e t s c ov e . c o m

250.629.2100

Bylaw 3643, Amendment to
Hartland Landﬁll Tipping Fee
and Regulation Bylaw
The Board of the Capital Regional District (CRD) gives notice
that it intends to adopt Bylaw 3643, Hartland Landﬁll Tipping
Fee and Regulation Bylaw No. 5, 2003, Amendment Bylaw
No. 8, 2009, at its meeting of Wednesday, December 9, 2009,
in the Board Room at 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC.
The purpose of the bylaw is:
äWRLQFUHDVHWKHWLSSLQJIHHIRUJHQHUDOUHIXVHE\WR
SHUWRQQHDWWKH+DUWODQGODQGýOOHIIHFWLYH
-DQXDU\
äWRDFFHSWRXWRIUHJLRQFRQWUROOHGZDVWHWKDWLVZDVWH
DVEHVWRVFRQWDPLQDWHGJ\SVXPERDUGRUZDOOERDUG
äWRDFFHSWRXWRIUHJLRQJHQHUDOUHIXVHIURPWKH
&RZLFKDQ9DOOH\5HJLRQDO'LVWULFWXQGHUHPHUJHQF\
FRQGLWLRQV
A copy of the bylaw may be inspected between the hours of
8:30am - 4:30pm, Monday - Friday inclusive, from the date of
this Notice until December 9, 2009 at the CRD locations listed
below:
ä3XEOLF1RWLFH3RVWLQJ3ODFH0DLQ)ORRU)R\HU
625 Fisgard Street, Victoria
ä+DUWODQG/DQGýOO$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ2IýFHV
Hartland Avenue, Victoria
äRQWKH&5'ZHEVLWHZZZFUGEFFDE\ODZV
VROLGZDVWHKDUWODQGODBLQGH[KWP
Select Bylaw 3643 from the list of bylaws.
Questions regarding the bylaw may be directed to John
Craveiro, Environmental Services, Tel: 250.360.3164 or
1.800.663.4425 (local 3164).
Dated November 23, 2009
Carmen Thiel
&RUSRUDWH2IýFHU

However, she noted that the responsibility for protecting
customers’ interests had never been specifically assigned to any
part of the structure, and recommended that the role of the
Ferry Commissioner be expanded to include this, and that the
Commission’s oversight of fare levels be expanded to include
reservation fees and other revenue sources, particularly for
services (such as drop-trailer transport) which face private
sector competition.
She also emphasized the need for both BCFS and the
Commission to make more cost information (including
executive compensation) public, and to end the BCFS
exemption from the Freedom of Information Act. She
recommended that service levels for each route be re-evaluated,
with public input, and suggested strongly that the search for
alternative service providers, mandated by the Coastal Ferry
Act, be abandoned (‘…not a practical expectation.’)

Compensation Criticized
The C-G’s investigation revealed that BCFS CEO David Hahn’s
compensation totaled more than double that of the CEOs of BC
Hydro, BC Lottery, WorkSafe BC, ICBC, and other large public
sector monopoly organizations. Other senior executives and
board members were also shown to be receiving much higher
remuneration than equivalent public sector officials. A
significant part of executive compensation was bonuses; the
report commented that qualifying for 100% of a potential bonus
seemed ‘easier than we would have expected.’

Separating the Authority and the
BCFS Board
The original governance arrangement, set up under the Coastal
Ferry Act, saw the single share of BCFS held by the BC Ferry
Authority, an organization that consisted solely of a
government-appointed nine-member board of directors, with
no staff of its own.
Initially, these same nine members were de facto appointed
to be the first temporary board of BCFS. However, this
arrangement was continued with the result that Authority
directors currently hold a majority of 9 on the 13-member BCFS
board; the practise that the C-G strongly criticized.
As noted above, the report recommends strongly that the
Authority be completely separated from the Board of BCFS, and
start to fulfil the duty of shareholders, which is to provide
oversight to the BCFS Board. The point was specifically made
that this would lead to nine vacancies on the BCFS Board, which
should be filled by individuals with the mixture of skills
necessary to direct the company and provide oversight to the
senior executives; it was suggested that between 9 and 11 Board
members would be sufficient. It is also recommended that the
CEO should no longer be a voting member of the BCFS Board.
FERRIES, please turn to page 6
LONG GUNS from page 1
unanimity of opinion. (All the Bloc MPs voted against the bill;
this too is remarkable.)
It was thought, however, that opposition to the long gun
registry was concentrated in rural areas, and that opposition
MPs in predominantly rural constituencies might be persuaded
to support Ms. Hoeppner’s bill and thus secure its passage. In
order to reinforce this pressure, the Conservative Party targeted
17 of these ‘swing’ ridings with flyers and radio advertisements
exhorting their constituents to express their support for the bill
to their MP.
This type of campaigning is common in the US, where party
discipline in Congress is much looser than in Canada and all
votes are effectively ‘free’ (the US saying is: ‘all politics is local’).
In Canada, it is usually accepted that the sitting MP can
represent riding constituents without help from the opposition.
Termination of the long gun registry was, and is,
Conservative Party policy. One suspects that, having reached
agreement with the other parties that there was to be a ‘free
vote’, the Conservatives invoked party discipline upon their own
MPs, while interfering in the ridings of certain opposition MPs
in order to obtain enough votes to pass a private member’s bill.
It seems very likely that they felt that they could not have passed
a similar bill under government sponsorship.
Pretty sneaky. 0
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Monbiot - ‘Read the hacked emails’~ Commentary by Peter Carter

SHIPPING from page 1
Strait of Georgia. A tug towed the vessel off the reef at midmorning.
Ecology was notified by the British Columbia Ministry
of Environment, and monitored the incident because it
posed a significant risk of a large black oil spill.
‘Damage to fuel tanks on a cargo ship that size could
have oiled the islands on both sides of the border,’ said
Dale Jensen, manager of Ecology’s Spill Prevention,
Preparedness and Response Program. ‘A major spill also
could have forced a closure to vessel traffic. Given the
profound environmental and economic risks, we’re
relieved and pleased at the outcome. We mobilized staff
and were prepared to deploy response systems as needed.’
State Senator Kevin Ranker, who represents the 40th
District, including his San Juan Island home, said, ‘This
incident once again highlights the importance of having a
strong spill prevention and response system in place, not
only for Puget Sound but also for large transboundary
spills that can have potentially devastating effects on our
environment and economy.’
The Washington Department of Ecology’s spill prevention,
preparedness and response programs are part of the
department’s efforts to reduce toxic threats and to restore Puget
Sound.
Al Bergstein of the online Olympic Peninsula Environmental
News commented that:
There was no readily available ‘rescue’ tug, as the
Canadians rely on a loose coalition of independent tugs
that would have to be called out to respond, based on
availability. The tug at Neah Bay, paid for by Washington
taxpayers, is the only response tug on the Straits or the
greater Salish Sea which is composed of Canadian and
American waters.
However there has been a Transboundary Oil Spill task
force in place for a few years, which includes
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Join us and experience our all-suite hotel located nearby
the BC Ferries Terminal. Offer includes one night in a
Comfort Suite and as an extra “treat” we will give you a
$40 credit voucher to be used in Beaches Restaurant.
Offer valid Sept. 7, 2009 through April 20, 2010**, subject to availability.
**exclusion dates January 24/10-March 4/10

stopped. Like a cake in the oven at a constant heat, the planet is
still being baked by atmospheric greenhouse gases that are still
rising. Most of the heat does not show up because over 80% of
it is taken up by the oceans. The oceans also absorb 40% of our
carbon emissions, becoming acidified in the process. (As corals
are killed by heat and acid, marine scientists say we can kiss the
world’s coral reefs goodbye.) More heat is being taken up
melting the vast planetary ice masses.
Global greenhouse gas emissions are catastrophic.You can
bet your life on it.
While there has been a steady stream of this dis-information
on global warming, we are not being told what really matters
which is that the temperature increase in the Arctic has not
stopped rising—it has been increasing over the past decade. It is
the Arctic that is right now determining the survival of
humanity and life on Earth. So long as the global temperature is
increased, planetary ice masses will continue to melt, Arctic
permafrost will continue to thaw and Arctic frozen solid
methane hydrates will continue to melt on the ocean floor. Both
permafrost and methane hydrates contain double all the carbon
in the atmosphere and they have both been emitting methane
for several years.
Most important of all the Arctic summer ice will continue to
thin. If nothing is done on a global emergency basis about
emissions, one summer, between five to ten years away, most of
the ice will vanish. The effect of this is obvious. The 2.7 million
square miles of Arctic summer ice is the cooling climate
moderating air conditioner for the entire northern hemisphere.
The bread basket of the world is in middle of the this
continent—where it gets hottest. The Canadian government has
known for many years that prairie agriculture is vulnerable to
global warming. A 2007 Natural Resources Canada report
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representatives of Washington, BC, Oregon, Alaska,
Hawaii, and Idaho … [which has] paid off, in that we were
in much greater communication, faster, because of these
efforts.
Just a month ago, many of the key players in the US and
Washington State effort met at the Jamestown S’Klallam
tribal conference center on the Straits of Juan de Fuca,
and discussed current state of the art oil spill prevention
issues, along with questions on what more needs to be
done to protect the Salish Sea.
Members of the Puget Sound Partnership Straits Working
Group, including this reporter, representing People For
Puget Sound were present. The efforts to properly protect
our waters is still a work in progress, and we were
extremely lucky this time, it appears.

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

Bergstein also notes that, ‘There is a background story worth
noting here. The Canadians are planning to run a pipeline from
central Canada to pump the ‘tar sands’ dirty oil to ports in BC,
where they would then transship it to China (so much for using
this oil for North America). There is opposition growing in BC
to this proposal and it would be very inconvenient to upset the
population at this point with a story such as this. There has been
some comment already on Canadian blogs. And it strikes me
odd that no news sources other than this one and the State DOE
have had anything to say about it.’ 0

7178 W. Saanich Rd

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877

autoplan

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com

NOTICE OF WOOD POLE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM
To ensure public safety, safety for our workers and electrical system reliability, BC Hydro contractors
inspect and treat wood power poles along the distribution lines. Poles that have been in service for
at least 14 years (lodgepole pine) and 20 years (western red cedar) are inspected, tested for strength
and treated near ground level with wood preservative to prevent and/or stop decay. Untreated poles
typically have a service life of only 30 years, while treated poles can last up to 70 years, conserving
demand on our forest resources.
Wood poles will be inspected and treated along distribution lines between December 2009 and April
2010 on Pender and Galiano Islands.
Wood preservatives used are approved and registered for utility wood poles by Health Canada.
Contractors are certiﬁed and licensed by the BC Ministry of Environment, and work is completed under
the direction of BC Hydro in accordance with BC Hydro’s Pest Management Plan for Wood Structure
Maintenance, No. 105-0976-09/14.
For more information contact Sharon Tomkins, Manager, Field Operations at 1 250 755 7165 or email
sharon.tomkins@bchydro.com.
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t is too bad that journalist George Monbiot, one of our few
climate change heroes, did not read the emails hacked from
the UK’s University of East Anglia scientists, before opening
his big media mouth to pass judgement on scientists there.
Mr Monbiot had no place calling for the resignation of Dr
Phil Jones who is of the world’s most respected climate change
experts.
In his harsh blog statement on November 23, subsequently
reported in world media, Monbiot said that Phil Jones should
resign from the university’s climatic research unit over the
content of the leaked emails.
My response to Monbiot’s judgement was to read the emails
for myself. Incredibly, he seems to have made his statement on
hearsay; obviously not from having actually read the emails.
They are very different in their full context. For sure there are a
few (very few) containing emotional content that have no place
in professional correspondence.
The hacked and leaked emails, coming just before the UN
Copenhagen Climate Conference, are part of an orchestrated
campaign to deny the scientific reality of catastrophic global
climate change.
Let us get the simple fundamental facts of the climate change
science straight. Greenhouse gases that are constantly emitted
in vast quantities into the atmosphere radiate heat to the planet
for so long as they last in the atmosphere. This has to happen. It
is the law—the laws of physics and the universe.
The top three greenhouse gases are long-lasting in the
atmosphere. Therefore so long as they are being emitted, their
concentration in the atmosphere has to increase because they
have to accumulate in the atmosphere—which means more
heating.
The increase in the global average surface temperature is at
a standstill right now (thank God) but global warming has not

Applicable taxes & gratuities extra, not valid with other offers

tsawwassen.coasthotels.com
1.800.663.1144
CALL NOW FOR THIS GREAT OFFER!

bchydro.com

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Editorial: Copenhagen Inside and Out
Next week’s UN Summit on Climate Change will write another
chapter in the saga of the tragedy of Earth’s most complex and
vital commons, the atmosphere. Stripped of the speechifying,
what we will observe is horsetrading between nations;
hopefully, at least leading to ‘legally binding’ greenhouse gas
emissions reduction targets for 2020 and for future years—
which many of the participants will not live to see.
Why will they do it? Because the poltical greenhouse gas
debate is actually about the relative economic power of nations,
and their continuing competition for access to those other
commons: energy, water, air, and information.
What the summit should be about is the care of Earth’s total
environment so as to ensure human rights. But this complex
objective is not suited to such primitive dealmaking, such
simplistic measurements, nor even to bargaining between
nations.
However, it is well-suited to discussions among the
thousands of individuals who will meet in Copenhagen during
the Summit, and who will work together in future years through
Earth’s newest commons, the Internet.
It’s outside the summit negotiations that the real stuff
happens. That’s where Canadians can contribute.

The Negotiations
Back inside, the ‘negotiations’ are driven by the apprehension of
a common danger. Participants do recognize that worldwide
GHG reduction is the only way that humans can conceivably
influence climate change.
But the impact of climate change will vary significantly
between hemispheres, between continents, and between
nations. And the playing field is far from level already; the facile
classification of the world into the rich, the poor, and the
developing nations does little except recognize that the
distribution of world power is changing rapidly, regardless of
the climate.
Nations (including Canada) are designed for the protection
of power and privilege in a competitive world. It’s hard to cooperate for the benefit of people who may be less well off than
you are. But, in Copenhagen, much will be expected of some 192
nations, and over 65 national leaders.

The Treaty
It has been predetermined that the objective of the Copenhagen
negotiations is a treaty that will enshrine mutual agreement on
a set of national emission reduction targets. Participants also
recognize that the ability, and the responsibility, to set and meet
targets varies greatly between nations. But these discussions

TM

LOW PROFILE SEPTIC & CISTERN
TANKS and PRE-PACKAGED
SEWAGE TREATMENT
SYSTEMS

1-800-665-4499
“If It Flows - We Go With It !”

RAINWATER
HARVESTING
TANKS &
SYSTEMS

POTABLE
WATER
TANKS

Wholesale distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

DOCK BUILDING COMPONENTS
& ACCESSORIES

TM

1-800-665-4499
“If It Flows - We Go With It !”











FLOATATION
DOCK KITS
FRAME HDW.
LADDERS
BUMPERS
CLEATS
GALV. STEEL
FRAMES
DECKING
& MORE

MOORING, MARKER & REGULATORY
BUOYS FOAM - FILLED

Beyond the GNP
Away from the negotiating table, the thousands of government
and UN officials, representatives of non-governmental
organizations, and media (there were 11,000 in Bali for the last
Conference) are free to consider a much less constrained
agenda.
Their concern is the care of the environment in order to
ensure the rights of all humans to food, health, and shelter;
equality, dignity, respect; peace—physical and spiritual;
information, opportunity, hope, freedom of expression, and self
realization; and happiness. Far beyond gross national product.

Managing the Commons
Their approach to the management of the environmental
commons can abandon Garrett Hardin’s tragedy of
competition. They can adopt the much more hopeful approach
of this year’s economics Nobel prizewinner, Elinor Ostrom,
whose work emphasizes the management of the commons
through the co-operation of a community of its users. Such a
community, she recognizes, cannot be too large; problems of
scale, cultural diversity, interdependence, and of limits to the
scope for experiment may be encountered. Larger problems
suggest a ‘community of communities’ approach.

Communities of Individuals
Ostrom’s approach lends itself more to communities of
individuals than of nations. Individuals are different. Faced
with uncertainty, individuals do not procrastinate; they adopt
precautionary strategies. Faced with risk, they exhibit courage.
Faced with difficulties, they persevere and innovate.
And it is contact between individuals from many nations that
will occur in Copenhagen. Away from institutional limitations,
such communities of interest may grow, nurtured in the most
fertile commons of all, the internet.
Two and a half million Canadians live outside Canada. And
it is in this worldwide climate that individual Canadians should
make a difference. Our capability comes from our
understanding. Our responsibility comes from our good
fortune. Our path ahead is clear. 0

Readers’ Letters

Rainwater, Wastewater & Potable Water
TANKS & LIQUID HANDLING

will be seriously narrowed by an artificial and false dichotomy:
that such reductions cannot coexist with world economic
growth.
Nevertheless, the adoption of such a treaty, whenever it
occurs, records a vital multinational commitment to respond to
the common threat.

Our Town
Dear Editor:
My daughter invited me to the opening night of Thornton
Wilder’s Our Town at the Pender community hall.
The play affected me as it brought back memories from my
parental family, my own and my children’s courtships. It showed
clearly how our culture has changed from 100 years ago.
What impressed me was the power of community and
relationships. That the community of this small Island can
involve young and old in a production of eternal values, gives
faith and hope for the future.
The producer had courage and perseverance. It was
poignant, sad and there was also lots of laughter. It was a
delightful evening.
I congratulate the Pender community.
Albert Reilingh, Saanichton

Measuring Progress

Dear Editor
The Islands Trust was happy to see Patrick Brown’s November
5, 2009 commentary ‘Measuring Happiness’ in which he cites
the Islands Trust Policy Statement as a good example of a
‘multiple bottom line’ approach to measuring success but
suggests it lacks ways of measuring that success.
The Islands Trust does measure changes in the Islands Trust
Area. We track ecological changes through our Regional
Conservation Plan and we established a ‘Measuring our
Progress’ program in 2001 with 18 indicators. The indicators
were selected by the Islands Trust Council for their applicability
to the Islands Trust Policy Statement, the balance of
environmental, social and economic information they provided,
the availability and quality of data, and the role of the indicator
in supporting local decision-making. The ‘Measuring Our
Progress’ reports have been among the most publicly requested
Council
reports,
and
can
be
viewed
at
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/poi/mop.cfm.
We are reviewing the ‘Measuring our Progress’ program to
increase its usefulness and relevance to the Islands Trust Object

OWN LAND Planning to build?
Take delivery of your Linwood Home Package by
May 31, 2010 and get a $10,000 Rebate.*
• Use your plans or work with our designers
• Benefit from price protection and faster construction
• Find the quality you need in one place
*Rebate is based on a home package of $100,000. Rebate
will vary based on final package price. Call for details.

and Islands Trust Policy Statement. We expect to conclude this
review in spring 2010, and welcome community input on how
we measure our collective accomplishments. Achieving the
Islands Trust Object relies on cooperation with property owners
and all government agencies. Thank you for reporting on this
important topic.
Sheila Malcolmson Chair, Islands Trust Council

Restore Arts Funding
Dear Editor:
The Alliance for Arts and Culture is launching a ‘Creativity
Counts: Restore Arts Funding Now’ campaign as our
contribution to the groundswell of arts community protest
against the devastating cuts in provincial arts funding this past
fall. The campaign has six steps:
1) Send this message to everyone on all of your email lists—
professional and personal. The government needs to hear from
everyone who cares: working artists (professional and
amateur), media people, audience members, arts board
members, and their friends, colleagues and neighbours.
2) Go to www.creativitycounts.ca and send an email message
to the premier and your own MLA. We have created an autoletter tool for your use.
3) Review our Advocacy Toolkit and use and adapt it in your
personal advocacy efforts. It contains a wealth of information,
accurate statistics, case studies in the damage these cuts are
doing to our communities, and ideas for action.
4) If you are an arts or community event manager and have
an event coming up, donate some advertising space in the
event’s brochure or program to this campaign. Contact me a
communications@allianceforarts and I can send you working
files of an advert which can be adapted to any format.
5) Consider featuring the Creativity Counts logo (design
courtesy of our friends at Hamazki Wong Marketing Group) as
a hotlink button on your own website and social media pages.
Email me at communications@allianceforarts.com and I will
provide you with the button’s html code and some
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Now thru Thur, Dec 31

Fri, Dec 4 thru Sun, Dec 20

Comox Valley Art Gallery 35th Annual Christmas Craft
Fair—handmade local and regional gifts, with something for all
the family; pottery, jewellery, wood, glass, ornaments, specialty
foods and more • Gallery Gift Shop, 580 Duncan Avenue • MonSat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-4pm • Free admission • Info and
directions: 250-338-6211, www.gallerygifts.ca • IN COURTENAY

Wintercraft—sponsored by Salt Spring Arts
Council; your gift is supporting the arts;
heartwarming stocking stuffers & dazzling
presents • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road •
10am-5pm daily • www.ssartscouncil.com • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thursdays, Dec 3, 10 & 17

Saturday December 5

Pender Film Group Screenings—THUR DEC 3: Stone of
Destiny (2008)—in the 1950s, Scottish nationalist Ian Hamilton,
raids England to bring back the Stone of Scone; THUR DEC 10:
The Cove (2009)—activists infiltrate a cove in Japan to expose a
shocking instance of animal abuse and a threat to human health;
THURS DEC 17: Tulpan (2008)—returning from the Navy to
Kazakhstan, Asa must find a wife to get a farm of his own but
Tulpan thinks his ears are too big • Community Hall • 7:30pm
unless otherwise noted • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fris & Sats, Dec 4 & 5, 11 & 12
Allison Crowe’s Tidings—concerts stir together traditional
Christmas carols and holiday favourites
with organic blend of rock, jazz, folk, and
soul LADYSMITH: Dec 4: First United
Church with Lena Birtwistle; CAMPBELL
RIVER: Dec 5: St. Peter’s Anglican Church
with Campbell River Childrens’ Choir and
Barbara Prowse; VANCOUVER: Dec 11: St.
James Hall; NANAIMO: Dec 12: St. Andrew’s United Church with
guests tba • Ticket Info: www.allisoncrowe.com 250-537-1286 •
IN LADYSMITH, CAMPBELL RIVER, VANCOUVER, NANAIMO

Round The Islands

The Return of
Carlotta
In 1899 at Gloucester, England a fast, low, all-black
‘protection cutter’ was launched to work for the Cumberland
Sea Fisheries. After years of service, Carlotta was converted to a
racing yacht, and had a succession of wealthy owners including
notorious socialites and financiers and British nobility. During
World War 11 she played a key role in a daring escape from the
Germans. After the war she continued her brilliant racing career
in the UK, in the Caribbean, and finally arrived in BC in the 1970s.
In 2004 she was bought by the Mohan family of Lund, BC who
are in the final stages of her complete restoration. She is among
the very last of the original Bristol Channel pilot cutters, and her
restoration preserves an important part of maritime heritage. Of
a piece with her colourful history, Carlotta’s ‘return’ is a
remarkable achievement by the Mohan family, working singlehanded in a remote BC community.
There will be a slide show about Carlotta at Gabriola’s Silva
Bay Shipyard School on Saturday, December 12. For more
information http://maritime-seminars.shipyardraid.ca.

In the Trees
It was an Island’s sweep at the BC Tree Climbing Championship
in New Westminster this fall with Victoria’s Gareth Tudor Jones
finishing first, Jeff Rietkerk of Gabriola Island second (pictured
on the front page), and Salt Spring’s Scott Nyuli third out of 35
climbers.
The competition is a provincial ‘warm up’ for the
International Society of Arboriculture’s (ISA) competitions,
where regions all over the world select a representative arborist
to compete at the World Championships.
The events simulate work scenarios and feature skills used
by arborists to access and work safely in large trees including
LETTERS from page 4
accompanying text.
6) Volunteer to distribute buttons, postcards and bookmarks
at local arts venues and collect donations for the Alliance
Advocacy Fund. Email communications@allianceforarts.com
to express your interest and I will get back to you.
7) Donate to the Alliance’s Advocacy Fund. Buttons and
postcards and bookmarks and lobbying and organizing
meetings all cost money. Your support will keep this campaign
going. There is a PayPal link at www.creativitycounts.ca.
What do we hope to achieve with your help? We have only a
few more weeks in which to influence discussions and decisions
around the budget that will be brought down in early March. A
relentless drumbeat of protests, letters, emails and communitybased activism will ensure that the decision makers in Victoria
hear our message loud and clear right up to the last moment.
Creativity Counts. Restore Arts Funding Now.
Kevin Dale McKeown, Alliance for Arts and Culture

Exporting Electricity
Dear Editor:
I don’t understand why some people seem to be opposed to
exporting electricity from British Columbia.
We export our lumber products. We export the metals we

SHORELINE
DESIGN

Kim
Darwin’s
Musical
Comedy
‘Evolutionize this!!’—world premier of this
musical comedy tour de force, pure genius Kim
Darwin thoroughly exploits his unique & varied
other-worldly experiences ranging from Deranged
conductors to Alien abductors • 7pm • Agricultural
Hall • Tickets: $15 advance, $18 at the door • Info:
www.jaiya.ca/firedance/about/kimdarwin.htm •
ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday, December 12
The Bellingham Lions’ Santa Ship—see Christmas sail in, an
Islands’ tradition; visit with Santa (and all the children), have fun
with the ballon-animal making clowns, refreshments by the dock
• Hope Bay Dock • 12:30pm • Everyone welcome—but no dogs,
please • ON PENDER ISLAND

February 5 to 7 & 17 to 21
Jupiter Ranch Art Studio Workshops—FEB 5-7: Acrylic
with Mixed Media with Teresa Bernard; FEB 17-21: Through
Artists' Eyes Seeing your Body as a Work of Art with Nicholas
Pearce • Cost: $295 & $650 • Info: jupiterranch@shaw.ca
www.jupiterranchartstudio.com Sylvie 250-247-2051 • ON
GABRIOLA ISLAND

aerial rescue, installing climbing lines from the ground, work
positioning and maneuvering through the tree canopy, climbing
up ropes using a secured footlock, and a belayed speed climb.
The top 4 competitors in these events square off in a
‘Master’s Challenge’, where climbers have 20 minutes to inspect
and access a large tree, safely navigate to several work stations,
and exit the tree and extract all their rope and gear. Climbers are
judged and timed, and are encouraged to display safe and
innovative climbing skills.
Not to be confused with ‘Timbersport’, or ‘Loggersports’,
where spurs are used to climb trees and poles, climbers use
ropes, prussic knots and climbing devices often seen in other
high angle activities like rock climbing and caving.
Although spurs are often a necessary tool for all arborists
when removing trees, spurless climbing uses devices such as
hand and foot ascenders, giant slingshots and ‘false crotch’
devices to save the tree from rope damage.
Recently, Pacific North West events have also been dominated
by Island climbers. Saltspring’s Nyuli is the reigning Pacific North
West champion, and competed in the 2009 World
Championship in Rhode Island.

mine from the earth. Heck, we even export video games
from British Columbia companies like Electronic Arts.
So why not electricity? Clean, green, renewable
electricity. It’s a resource just like any other we’re able to
produce and it’s in demand.
Exports make this province run and electricity is no
different. Exporting electricity to those who want and need it is
something we can and should be doing. There is absolutely no
reason why we shouldn’t.
Jimmy Pelk, Port Alberni
Ed’s Note: Right. Electricity can be a resource to be exported
like any other. And like any other resource, its extraction
should be regulated by the provincial government and subject
to provincial and local laws.
Its production should not be subsidized by either taxpayers
or BC Hydro; the environmental impact of its production and
transmission should be supervised and minimized; substantial
royalties should be paid; and a significant share of the profits
should stay in BC. BC’s history has seen too much exploitation
by out-of-province enterprises; it is time the financing and
management of the province’s resources was also carried out
in the province.
LETTERS, please turn to page 7
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The CRD Regional Water Supply Commission is discontinuing
its residential rebate programs for ultra-low flush toilets, highefficiency washing machines and irrigation system controllers,
effective December 31.
Critical investments in infrastructure renewal and support to
local farmers are priorities for the commission. Lower demand
for water combined with higher debt servicing costs to fund
infrastructure projects and higher payments to farmers have
strained the commission’s finances.
The commission has agreed to a 2010 budget that funds the
necessary capital expenditures for the regional water system,
operation of the system and a water rate subsidy to local
farmers. Subsidies for farmers will help support local food
production. The residential water rebate programs cost the
CRD approximately $650,000 per year.
The program can be discontinued because: provincial codes
now require all new toilet installations to use six litres of water
or less per flush and most appliance stores now promote highefficiency, front-loading washing machines at good prices, as
well as the lower-efficiency, top-loading models.
Over the next month, the CRD will launch an information
campaign for residents and contact local businesses to raise
awareness of rebate program changes.
In future water services demand management programs will
focus on public education and water use efficiency in the
industrial/commercial/institutional sector.
Residents who have made purchases in 2009 will be
required to submit completed rebate applications postmarked
by December 31, 2009 in order to qualify. For more information
on the rebate program and how to submit an application form
for 2009, see www.crd.bc.ca/water/conservation. 0
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systems
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BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com
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JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES

contributed by Priscilla Ewbank
Saturna community has a new baby. Riley Stewart James
Fitzgerald was born to Corrine House and Shawn Fitzgerald
October 22. Riley arrived two days early, in record time, into the
arms of a large and welcoming family. Riley’s Mom Corinne is a
Saturna baby-boomer herself born in 1982—a banner year with
a record 6 births, a record not yet matched! We now have three
babies on Saturna: 5-month-old Reaghan Gaines Sohier, 6month-old Laila Hammuda, and Riley. The upcoming
Christmas arrival to Courtney and Marc Roche will end this
year’s Saturna baby boom!
Meanwhile I am off to Washington DC and Hawaii, so I see
you all in the New Year! 0
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Capital Regional District
Notice of Adoption of

Bylaw 3651, Amendment to Southern
Gulf Islands Harbours Regulation Bylaw
The Board of the Capital Regional District (CRD) gives notice
that it intends to adopt Bylaw 3651, cited as Capital Regional
District Southern Gulf Islands Small Craft Harbours Regulation
Bylaw No. 1, 2000, Amendment Bylaw No. 6, 2009, at its
meeting of December 9, 2009, in the Board Room at 625
Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC.
The main purpose of Bylaw 3651 is to amend Bylaw 2844,
which provides regulations for the safe operation and
administration of the docks operated by the CRD in the
Southern Gulf Islands, by increasing the moorage fees by 10%
upon adoption of the bylaw. The bylaw also contains changes
to the license agreements.
A copy of the bylaw may be viewed in full during normal
working hours from November 27 to December 9, 2009, at
the CRD locations listed below:
ä3XEOLF1RWLFH3RVWLQJ3ODFH0DLQ)ORRU
625 Fisgard Street, Victoria
ä&5'%XLOGLQJ,QVSHFWLRQ%HGZHOO+DUERXU 
5RDG 'ULIWZRRG&HQWUH 1RUWK3HQGHU,VODQG 0RQGD\
Wednesday, Friday - 8:30am – noon, 1 - 4:30pm)
ä&5'ZHEVLWHZZZFUGEFFDE\ODZV
VPDOOFUDIWKDUERXUIDFBLQGH[KWP

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices

(QTXLULHVUHJDUGLQJ%\ODZPD\EHGLUHFWHGWR3HWH
:LOOLDPV3RUWV0DQDJHU7HO

Serving All The Gulf Islands

Dated November 25, 2009

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

Carmen Thiel
Corporate Ofﬁcer

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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Uncle George and the Chicken ~ Good Life ~ Brian Crumblehulme

E

very one should have chickens. Well, nearly everyone.
Sweet, placid birds, they greet me every morning with a
flap of excitement when I walk over to their house after
breakfast. How much they anticipate the morning ritual of the
scattering of the grain I don’t know; all I do know is that, to a
feather, they are there with irrepressible joy when I open the
gate. After I broadcast the mixed grain most of the little flock
scurry around for the first gleanings. A couple of ladies huddle
up and sit on my shoes waiting to be patted. Walking can be
hazardous. They respond this way every morning with the first
visit—and to the second meeting after noon when they get their
lunch of kitchen scraps and weeds.
Their earthy manners leave a little to be desired. They don’t
fight or throw food about but they have been known to shoulder
each other away as they select the most desirable portions then
scurry over to the fence for a private repast. Not once have I seen
a chicken gently nudge a choice morsel over to a feathered
friend with clucks to the effect of ‘after you,’ but they will share
a piece of bread. Bread is beakable, an apple is not; because
chickens lack teeth such treats must be cut into smaller portions
before they can do it justice. Once by mistake a whole apple
wormed its way into the scrap bucket and as I tipped the goodies
onto the ground the apple rolled away followed by half the team
as they invented a kind of beak-ball. Not until I retrieved said
fruit and smashed it over a rock were they able to demolish it.
They have their feed bin of course and a freshwater bucket for
libations, but the game of forage is what really gets them going.
In the early fifties, England still had food shortages as a
result of war damage, so even urban families like ours were
encouraged to keep a few chickens to provide eggs—and to grow
carrots to help us see in the dark. Dad maintained four birds in
a converted kennel at the bottom of the garden. They were my
pets too and I treated them to rides in my wheelbarrow. One
summer my parents arranged for us to go on a short holiday to

MONBIOT from page 3
From Impacts to Adaptation: Canada in a Changing Climate
2007 said that ‘Water quality and quantity will decline on a
seasonal basis in every region of Canada. Prairie drought will
become the norm.’ I can hear the federal government saying
‘Let them eat tar sands.’ Yes we are trading away our food
security forever in order to bake the planet with our oil and gas
for a few more years.
The effect on the methane being emitted from the warming
Arctic is obvious. It is something we don’t want to even think
about. The denial campaign has succeeded to make us a society
of climate catastrophe deniers.
The state of the Arctic today is catastrophic for North
America and the planet and the climate scientists know we are
on the brink of oblivion. As ever the deniers have no case and
they must know it. They also have no conscience.
The amazing thing that comes out of reading these emails is
the steady stream of harassment that our top climate change
scientists are subjected to by the aggressive campaign of climate
change deniers.
The scientists at Hadley are being continually forced to
spend an inordinate amount of their time in defending their
science from totally unfounded claims that appear on climate
change blogs and which get reported in the media. As the true
information is contained in complex computer models, based
on masses of scientific research, climate scientists are at a huge
disadvantage to demonstrate in the popular media that the
irresponsible statements are wrong. The scientists spend a
great deal of their time outside of work educating public
audiences on climate change facts to counter the denial
disinformation campaign.
Hacking activity, and worse, has been noticed at other
climate change research facilities, in Canada too. The scientists,
as a result of all this, operate under a high degree of personal
stress. The harassment includes threats of civil litigation and

visit relatives and my Uncle George was recruited to man the
fort, feed the chickens and Rupert the goldfish.
As Dylan Thomas so eloquently remarks in A Child’s
Christmas in Wales, ‘there were always uncles at Christmas.’ I
had uncles at other seasons too; five of them. George was one of
those self-educated classically inspired bachelors who occupied
the entire second-floor of a large Victorian townhouse. He
worked in a bank, listened to classical music and walked in the
park on Saturdays. He also subscribed to five newspapers which
accumulated unread, and collected books. For many years in my
childhood George was a regular guest for the ritual of Sunday
dinner. I enjoyed these times because he always brought me a
book purchased from Smith & Co Booksellers at the train
station. I had books on boats, bats, flowers and fish, stars, shells
and every subject known to a child—except chickens. George
became an authority on all these subjects also because he read
them on his twenty-five minute train ride. Which is fortunate
because had he read instructions for children concerning
chickens I might not be able to relate the following.
The holiday was a great success. I visited aunts who liked to
cook and explored the nearby beach. We returned as planned
late one evening to find Dear Uncle George ensconced in an
armchair before the TV with a chicken perched next to him
wrapped in an old school scarf. After the usual preliminaries
and barely containing his laughter, my father ventured to
inquire about the presence of the chicken. ‘Ah!’ replied George
with great gravity, ‘As I was feeding the flock this morning I was
quite disturbed to hear one of the ladies sneeze, so I ventured to
carry her inside where it was warmer.’ For the rest of the day
George nursed the perfectly fit bird with a specially prepared
bowl of warm porridge and as evening came on he contrived to
locate the scarf and wrap her in it, ‘just in case’. The chicken
apparently enjoyed George’s selection of TV programs but was
very quickly returned to the company of her peers. 0

MONBIOT, please turn to page 7

FERRIES from page 2

Enlarge the Responsibilities of the
Commissioner

the current four-year term. It should review cost allocation,
particularly on a route-by-route basis, and make the figures
public.
It was also suggested that the Commission could comment
on the operation of the Authority, thus bringing the oversight
full circle. Finally, it should increase the opportunity for public
comment.
The Commission presently has a part-time Commissioner
and Deputy Commissioner, and a budget for consultants. The
proposed increased responsibilities would require that it be
enlarged; but it would also become the Commission overseeing
TransLink.
The Deputy Commissioner, the C-G commented, was a
brother of one of the BCFS directors; this might give the
appearance of conflict, although no conflict was alleged.

The BC Ferry Commission was created, first and foremost, ‘to
prioritize the financial sustainability of the ferry operator’; that
is, to ensure that it is profitable enough so that it could borrow
money on the private market to cover the capital costs of
renewing the fleet. (According to the report, interest costs on
BCFS’ $1.4 billion debt are approximately 1.25% higher than the
costs of the government’s own borrowing, a total of some $14
million annually.)
The report recommends that the responsibilities of the
Commissioner be enlarged to include protecting the interest of
customers, since the present structure includes no independent
body with this responsibility. This clearly includes input from
customers about minimizing fares; the report comments that
the Coastal Ferry Act objective of shifting costs to users appears
to oppose this objective.
The result of some of these provisions of the Act has been,
says the report, a ‘narrow view’ of the Commission’s
responsibilities. The report recommends that the Commission
should take a longer term view, express it publicly, and not just
limit itself to confirming BCFS’ compliance with the contract for

Productivity
The report defined ‘productivity’ in terms of ferry capacity
utilization: ‘On average, the ferries run only half full.’
Percentages of capacity quoted were: Major cross—strait
routes: 64%; Horseshoe Bay—Langdale: 56%; Minor routes—
42%; and Northern routes—66%.
FERRIES, please turn to page 7
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GSA Auto Rentals

If you need an
extra vehicle for
family & friends,
contact us.

Rent

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

LTD.

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term:
Start the new year in your 4 bedroom,
3 bathroom oceanfront home. Paved
driveway and stairs to beach. $1500.
Ocean views from across the front of
this cozy, one floor, 2 bedroom home.
Low maintenance property. Stairs and
concrete ramp provide easy access.
$900
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Montague Harbour, Galiano Island.
A-frame located above garage.
Open living area. Fully furnished.
Located on waterfront property.
Includes use of half of the dock and
full use of the garage. $500 per
month on a month by month basis
until property is sold. Guaranteed 6
months of rental. Renter must mow
lawn and look after property as part
of the rent. Property is listed for
sale and renter must allow access
to A-frame and property to realtor
for client viewing. No pets.
Available immediately. Contact Bob
1-250-981-2062
or
email
mebob@shaw.ca

Advertise: 250-629-3660

Island Tides’ is delivered to 13,600 households, 3,900
yellow box pick-ups & 100 online readers each day

250-629-3660 www.islandtides.com
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Sandy
Robley, Ryan and Laurie
Bradley, and John and Jody Lee
of Salt Spring Island, BC intend
to make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), West Coast
Service Centre for a Tenure
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
at Wise Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413386. Written
comments
concerning
this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, B.C
V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@go
v.bc.ca. Comments will be received
by ILMB until January 23, 2010.
ILMB may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca under
the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

N

h

MARINE

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

Advertise: 250-629-3660

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS

WAHL MARINE LTD.

ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Fax 250-383-2198

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

MOVED
HOMES

N

Happy
Holidays!

FOR RENT

L

AUTOMOTIVE

Hot Tubs

Swimming Pools
Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

1-866-606-2237

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
School Board Office on Wednesday,
December 9 commencing at 1pm. To
view the agenda for this meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island

LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS

GENERAL TREE SERVICES

GETAWAYS
Visit Vancouver. Stay in our guest
room in False Creek, near Canada
Line Olympic Village Station. 15
minutes to Granville Island. Queen
bed, private bath. Reasonable rates.
NP, NS. mkstudio@telus.net

250-538-8244
Serving Southern &
Northern Gulf Islands

www.gulfislandspas.com

R.L. JOHNS
LAND SURVEYING LTD.
D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

Greenhouse A great gift!

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

holger@hermann.ca

MEETINGS

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

• Site plans • Building layouts
• Subdivisions • Repostings
• Surveyors certificates
• Easements and Rights of Way

SERVING SAANICH PENINSULA
& THE GULF ISLANDS
Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS
250-658-9515
cell: 250-882-9515
johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

Tel: (604) 532-1817
Visit our site:
www.steelgc.com
Click on hobby

Serving Galiano &
the Gulf Islands

• Hazardous or un-wanted tree
removals
• View preservation and
enhancement
• Thinning, topping and pruning
• Windstorm clean up
• Free estimates, reasonable
rates

250-539-3752

generaltreeservices@hotmail.com

FERRIES from page 6
There are, of course, many factors that contribute
to these figures—it is obviously easier to manage
capacity when there are large population centres at
both ends of a route; the size and number of vessels
used obviously affects their percentage utilization,
some routes (like the Southern Gulf Islands) serve a
number of destinations with different customer
travel patterns, and the need to return vessels to
their homeports for fuelling or crew changes may
lead to ‘dead-head’ runs at the end of a shift. And fare
levels affect ridership too.
(It might be better to measure productivity in
terms of whether customer needs for transportation
services at an affordable price were satisfied, rather
than whether the vessels run full.)
The C-G suggested a comprehensive reevaluation of ‘service levels’, which are set by the
service contract between BCFS and the Ministry of

Transportation.
She
recommended
the
Commission’s involvement, and significant
opportunity for public input.

MONBIOT from page 6
they are also subjected to personally insulting emails
on their work. In other words, an aggressive
campaign has been constantly waged for years against
the scientists and the science. It would be no surprise
if some of the scientists did not reach nervous
breaking points at times.
Reading the emails it comes across so clearly that

these scientists are trying hard to protect the future
of humanity from global climate catastrophe
(inevitable if greenhouse gas emissions don’t fall)
and the climate change deniers don’t care one bit,
even though their campaign has already condemned
to death and suffering countless millions who are
most vulnerable to climate change .
I have been critical of the reluctance of the

International Panel on Climate Change’s scientists
to tell the full extent of the terrible risks that the
world is facing. Now I understand the reason for
their reluctance.
Read the emails, Mr Monbiot, and then give your
moral support to the scientists in their dedication to

our freedoms).
Canadians deserve full disclosure of the facts.
Anything less only supports the notion that our
government is dishonest, unaccountable and
withholding facts.
Don Harrison, Pender Island

study it’s referred to as the consequences of
resource extraction economic policy. (Gabon just
outlawed raw log exports, while the dialogue in our
legislature is akin to listening to the monkeys in the
treetops.)
Plutonic Power is attempting the conquest of
Bute Inlet with the now barely invisible hand of the
Dark Prince for a stream of finite royalty payouts
with little work in the end for the populace of our
province. The court case of the BC Rail allegations is
so delayed you may say justice is now denied,
allowing few insights into the true nature of our
government and how its philosophy influences this
run-of-river export desire.
The way the government has handled the
previous resources does not bode well for our
prosperity. Let us think about sustainabilty.
Hugh McNab, Read Island 0

LETTERS from page 5

Remembering & Doing Justice

Dear Editor:
Three weeks since Remembrance Day and Canada
is embroiled in a controversy over how our country
carried out its duties in Afghanistan. Canadians
deserve answers to questions being posed about
how our government dealt with Afghan detainees,
and why communications have been muzzled.
The onus is on the Harper government to prove
they are, and always have been, on the just side of
international law—and prove that none of the
Canadian detainees turned over to Afghan police
were tortured.
The burden of proof must lie with Mr Harper
and his government; to prove Mr Colvin’s
testimony wrong. Failure to do so will hold them
guilty in the court of public opinion (and be a
disservice to those who have risked their lives for

Reaction
So far, the report has received favourable responses
from both the ‘Save Our Ferries’ group, who referred
to their document ‘Course Correction, Putting BC
Ferries Back on Track’, and the Ferry Advisory
Committee Chairs, who applauded the report’s
recommendation that the focus on the financial
sustainability of the operator ‘needs to be balanced
with the interests of users of the ferry system, local
communities and taxpayers.’ Both organizations
complimented the C-G for listening to their ideas.
But BC Ferries’ CEO, David Hahn, was reported
as saying that the report was biased towards a ‘public
sector mindset.’ He was also reported as calling parts
of it as ‘biased’, ‘craziness’, and ‘dumb’. He estimated
that the additional ferry commissioner oversight

Losing Democracy &
Commonsense
Dear Editor:
In your article on resource export for run-of-river
power your headline may as well have stated
‘Premier finally becomes Dictator—after a long
tough slog with democracy.’
I’ve observed that the Government’s handling of
the wild fisheries resource, and the natural forest
resource has resulted in those two resources’
implosion leaving little meaningful work for
people. In the parlance of a World Bank financed

recommended by the C–G would cost an extra $3-5
million per year.
A joint release by the Canadian Taxpayers
Federation, the BC Freedom of Information and
Privacy Association, and the BC Civil Liberties
Association applauded the report’s recommendation
that BC Ferries be once again be made subject to the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy
Act—as it was before 2003.
BCFS’ Board Chair Elizabeth Harrison issued a
statement: ‘I am extremely proud of BC Ferries’
accomplishments since 2003.’ She went on to credit
‘…independence from political interference, strong
Board and management leadership, independent
financial borrowing capability and sound
commercial business practices.’ She made no
comment on any of the Comptroller-General’s
recommendations, but said the Board is reviewing
the report and undertook to meet with the Minister
‘…once a suitable time can be arranged.’ 0

their extremely hard work for humanity.0

T

he mainstream news media loves the ‘man bites dog’
story. Anything counter-intuitive is more likely to be
front page news. So too, does the media like ‘debunking’
environmental claims. These two instincts came together in a
front page Globe and Mail story on November 24, 2009.
Occupying one third of the front page with lovely colour
images of sockeye and Atlantic salmon, the headline ran:
‘Debunking our fetish of fresh.’ The article started off: ‘The local
food movement has made waves among environmentally
conscious consumers. Why buy frozen sockeye from Alaska
when you could choose the fresh stuff from your backyard? An
ecological economist has revealed the burden of buying local:
the carbon footprint is much bigger than you’d think…’
Classic Globe and Mail: definitely provocative; debunking
what is intuitive; slapping down the locavore movement.
On reading the story and doing a bit more research, I suggest
an accurate headline would have been ‘More reasons to avoid
farmed salmon.’
It turns out the entire study, a collaborative effort between
Dalhousie School for Resource and Environmental Studies, the
Swedish Institute for Food and Biotechnology, and Ecotrust,
focused only on the environmental impact of salmon
production. The researchers looked at wild versus aquaculture,
transportation of fresh versus frozen, and the carbon footprint
of getting salmon to the plate.
In that analysis it was not so much local versus imported, as
local aquaculture versus imported wild salmon. Even
accounting for carbon emitted in the transportation, a ‘local’
choice of farmed salmon has a whopping carbon footprint
compared with wild, sustainable salmon.
It turns out that the largest carbon component of salmon
production is the huge ecological cost of making the pellets fed
to farmed salmon. Those pellets are made from fish protein.
Currently a significant proportion of the wild fish caught
globally is diverted to making pellets for farmed fish. According
to the World Resources Institute, 10-15% of the world’s total
production of fishmeal—a concentrated mix of anchovies,
sardines and other low-value fish—go to aquaculture. The
fishmeal, which could feed people, goes to the carnivorous,
high-value aquaculture species—salmon and shrimp.
The
environmental
damage from shrimp
aquaculture is horrific—
including the destruction
of mangrove forests,
salinization of local,
coastal farmland, loss of
habitat for the wild fishery
(and a myriad of other
species
that
inhabit
mangroves), leading to
loss
of
sustainable
livelihoods in countries
from Thailand to Ecuador.

Vandana Shiva, heroic Indian scientist and activist, once told
me that of all the destructive industries that had ever come to
India, shrimp aquaculture was the worst. The Indian Supreme
Court ordered a moratorium on shrimp aquaculture on the
evidence of the ecological and social devastation it caused. In
Thailand, shrimp is referred to as ‘pink gold’, and, as in
Bangladesh and Ecuador, those opposing shrimp farms have
been murdered.
It takes up to two kilograms of fish meal for each kilogram of
shrimp or salmon produced through aquaculture. And that, on
top of local environmental concerns of sea lice, destruction of
benthic biota, creating anoxic environments due to fish feces,
loss of coastal zones for healthy ecosystems, is one more reason
not to eat farmed salmon.
As lead researcher, Professor Peter Tyedmers of Dalhousie
explained it, ‘Intensive livestock production, whether it be
salmon or milk, is predicated on concentrated feeds…that are
global commodities.’
It also turns out that fresh versus frozen can lead to poor
choices if such decisions are uninformed by the reality. Fish sold
as ‘fresh’ may have been air-freighted, while frozen at sea has a
lower carbon footprint. It turns out that shipping fish by
container ship is less GHG-intensive than most other methods
of transport.
I doubt very much that residents of this area, committed to
eating locally, would ever make the mistake of thinking that
‘local’ farm-salmon was an environmental choice. The
multitude of reasons for shunning this destructive industry are
well known. Whether the aquaculture operations contributed to
the collapse of returning Fraser River sockeye salmon this year
will be determined (we hope) in the judicial inquiry. It is quite
likely that the greater damage was done by high temperatures in
the river’s waters, due to the climate crisis. Nevertheless, the
aquaculture industry is being pressed globally, including by the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, to
improve its record or face bans.
The overall point that local is not always better is worth
elaborating with some sensible ‘life-cycle’ tests of the food in
question. So, if you live next to an industrial-scale hog factory,
you are better to eat something brought in from an adjoining
county that was raised organically. Of course, if you are
unfortunate enough to live next to a hog factory, you would not
want to eat what is produced there.
A few simple tests will help. Local is best if it is raised
organically, always. Local is likely best as long as it is not from
an intensive livestock operation or aquaculture. Local may still
be best if the ‘food miles’ to import organically grown fruits and
veggies begin to circle the globe. And, please, add to your
standard restaurant query about the salmon, ‘Is this shrimp
local and wild caught?’ If not, do the mangroves a favour and
order whatever is wild and local and sustainable.
Elizabeth E. May is the leader of the Green Party of Canada,
candidate in Saanich Gulf Islands and Officer of the Order of
Canada. 0

