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Victoria rally opposing Trans Mountain Expansion pipeline on November 19.

The best Christmas card ever

Elizabeth May, MP, Member of Special Parliamentary Committee
on Electoral Reform

Any day now, a postcard will arrive in your mailbox to invite you to
participate in the single most important democratic reform in a
generation: moving to ensure that in Canada ‘every vote counts’.
Some may reply with sophistry—‘every vote is counted now’—but
anyone who looks at our majoritarian, winner-take-all voting system
knows that every vote does not count.
‘Orphan’ votes are those cast for the NDP
‘Ours is a
in safe Conservative ridings, those for
responsible
Conservatives in safe Liberal ridings,
government, meaning
those for Liberals in safe NDP
that elected members of
ridings—and those for Green
Parliament are responsible
candidates almost everywhere.
to the electorate. And it is
It has been an enormous honour
the job of Parliament to
for me to participate as a member of the
pick a voting
Special Parliamentary Committee on
system.’
Electoral Reform. Over the last five months,
in nearly 60 meetings, we have put in long hours,
travelled to every part of Canada, and heard from literally thousands of
Canadians.
The evidence was overwhelming that Canadian democracy will be
reinvigorated and the quality of it vastly improved as we reject the archaic
First-Past-the-Post voting system. The recommendation to move to

CHRISTMAS CARD, please scroll to next page

Lions Christmas (Santa) Ship

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
Lyall Harbour, Saturna - Noon–12:40pm
Hope Bay, Pender Island - 1–2:15pm
Miners Bay, Mayne Island - 2:45pm–4pm
Montague Harbour, Galiano Island - 4:45pm–6pm
Ganges Harbour, Salt Spring Island - 7pm
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Kinder Morgan approval spells extinction
for orcas, says Raincoast
Contrary to their claim, the Canadian
federal government’s approval of
Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain tar
sands pipeline and oil tanker project is
a political compromise not based on
scientific evidence, says the Raincoast
Conservation Foundation. The
National Energy Board (NEB) and the
Trudeau government have failed to
address the risk, especially to the
Southern Resident killer whales.
As interveners in the NEB’s review
of the Trans Mountain proposal,
Raincoast submitted extensive
scientific evidence detailing the
adverse effects to Southern Resident
killer whales, Fraser River salmon and
the Salish Sea. This evidence was not
contested by either Kinder Morgan or
the federal government.
Tanker traffic in the Salish Sea will
increase by an estimated 700% with

more than 800 in-and-outbound
tanker trips every year. ‘Kinder
Morgan’s shipping route transects
habitat that our federal government
has identified as critical for the survival
and recovery of endangered Southern
Resident killer whales,’ said Misty
MacDuffee, wild salmon program
director for Raincoast.
‘Even without oil spills the
additional noise from Kinder Morgan
tanker traffic increases the risk of
extinction to the already imperilled
Southern Residents. Today’s approval
of the Kinder Morgan project
sanctions the probable extinction of
Southern Resident killer whales.
‘We are now considering our
options, including additional legal
action,’ said Chris Genovali, executive
director for Raincoast. 0

Please Take Action On
Your Card In The Mail
From The Government
On Electoral Reform!
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Mayne Island’s Christmas Eve bonfire and carol sing at Miners Bay. Mayne’s festive tree greets main route ferries in Active Pass every year.

The best Christmas card ever - continued from page 1

proportionality to ensure that, in the words of the
Speech from the Throne, ‘every vote counts’ is
driven by abundant evidence.
We heard from the leading political scientists,
electoral systems practitioners, academics and
public policy analysts from within Canada and
around the world. While we heard many opinions,
the one held by the vast majority was that FirstPast-the-Post is a deeply flawed system that
perverts the will of the electorate and creates a
political culture of hyper-partisan conflict.
The committee filed its report on December 1.
Your card in the mail is the next step. To meet a
2019 voting deadline, it’s urgent. Please inform
yourself and take any actions you can to engage.
Our committee achieved support from four out
of the five parties on the committee that it is time to
move to a voting system where the will of the voters
is closely mirrored in the composition of the House,
and to do so by 2019. We leave it to the government
to choose among a number of systems that protect

the relationship between citizens and their local MP,
while also ensuring proportionality. Any number of
systems we studied, from Mixed Member
Proportional, to Single Transferable Vote, to Fair
Vote Canada’s Rural-Urban proposal.
I also believe that making the change
incrementally is an option for the government,
although not one identified by the majority of the
committee. In other words, Canadians could
experience a small move toward proportionality in
a change in 2019 to allow greater familiarity with
the concept, and move to a full PR system in the
next election.
Undoubtedly, the most controversial of our
recommendations will be that in moving to
proportional representation, we should hold a
referendum first. The evidence before us did not
find any legal or constitutional requirement for a
referendum. Quite the contrary.
Significant changes to our electoral system over
the decades—extending suffrage to women,
indigenous people, Japanese Canadians, and
expanding the power of political parties by adding
their names to the ballot—did not involve a
referendum. Provinces have moved from multiNoelle Bellomi, PFP, FMA, FCSI
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member ridings to single ridings without using a
referendum. At the federal level, we have only held
three referenda since 1867. Ours is a responsible
government, meaning that elected members of
Parliament are responsible to the electorate. And it
is the job of Parliament to pick a voting system.
In the effort to achieve consensus, those of us
who opposed referenda compromised. However,
Green Party members will determine the
appropriate response for the party I lead.
The most significant recommendation is that we
fulfill Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s election
pledge. In this, we have a critical two-year
opportunity to ensure full public engagement,
between legislating the new system in 2017 and the
next election in 2019. Let’s start with that post card
in your mail box. For further information visit:
MyDemocracy.ca. 0
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HAT’s 20th Birthday

Local nature charity, Habitat Acquisition Trust
(HAT), is celebrating its 20th birthday. Over the
course those 20 years, HAT has steadfastly worked
away at its mission of protecting nature. Some of the
big milestones along the path have been protecting
and stewarding Ayum Creek in Sooke and the
Matson Conservation Area, the last Garry Oak
Ecosystem along the Victoria Inner Harbour.
Reflecting on the stewardship of Ayum Creek,
long-time volunteer Linda Beare explains, ‘We
removed 14 refrigerators from Ayum. Truck-load
after truck-load of garbage was removed—washing
machines, stoves, you name it. There used to be
bamboo encroaching on the forest there too.’
‘That was normal then. That mindset is changing
because of organizations like HAT.’
In November, over 55 volunteers visited Ayum
Creek to remove invasive plants. The quality of
habitat there has improved markedly, with
volunteers seeing an owl, a bear, and two red-backed
salamanders among many other plants and animals
thriving by the creek-side.

Taking Care This Holiday Season

Salt Spring Island RCMP are reminding drivers of
increased road hazards this time of year. Now that
cooler overnight and morning temperatures have
arrived, icy roadways are occurring across the
islands. Drivers are reminded that now is the time
to install winter tires, and reduce their speed for the
cold and/or icy conditions.
Pedestrians are reminded to wear high visibility
clothing outside of winter coats, to improve their
visibility on our dark and winding island roadways.
Also, with the Holiday Season here, officers will
be out in force conducting impaired driving road
checks. Anyone found to be operating a vehicle while
impaired by alcohol or drugs will face some of
Canada’s toughest impaired driving penalties, which
include driver’s license suspensions and vehicle
impoundments. Local officers take a zero tolerance
approach to impaired driving, reminds Corporal
Lagan.

Local Communities Amongst The
Friendliest in Canada

(ie: extirpated, endangered, or threatened). The area
is both within T’Sou-ke and Scia’new (Beecher Bay)
First Nation Traditional Territories.

Go Eat On Galiano!

While on Galiano on Friday November 25 for
artshow openings, I was astonished at the number
of colourful places to eat and buy food on the island,
even in November.

In Sturdies Bay, the bakery has moved round the
corner into the old post office building. Up at The
Corners, Daystar Market had a ‘Storm Sale’ on Fiddlers Cove Beach, Saturna Island
produce; apparently the windy weather on
Thursday morning had cancelled the ferry sailing
bringing home the weekend’s comestibles.
However, the on-sale produce all looked fresh and
delectable and the store was crowded with shoppers.
Outside, Health Centre President Diane Matson
was busy selling tickets for their fundraising gala at
the Galiano Oceanfront Inn. Their next fundraiser
is the Polar BRRR swim on New Year’s Day. Check
details in our: ‘What’s On?’ on page 5 or at
galianohealth.org/category/events.
Remember the Pink Geranium restaurant on
North Galiano 30 years ago? It was a legend at the
(OL]DEHWK0D\2&
time. Owners Ken and Sylvia Mountsey would cook
036DDQLFK*XOI,VODQGV
the most sumptuous meals, including Christmas
)RXUWK6W6LGQH\%&9/<
Dinner right there in their home. I remember going
HOL]DEHWKPD\PSFD_
to ‘The Last Dinner At The Pink Geranium’ when it
closed.
The en famille dining concept now has another
life on the island at ‘Pilgrimme’ on Montague Road.
Leanne Lalonde and Jesse McCleery’s high-end
eatery, using lots of local suppliers, has been
nominated for the Premier’s People’s Choice
&
Award. Sponsored by the Government of British
0 0
Columbia, the Premier’s People’s Choice Award
recognizes BC’s small businesses that are the heart
$
Done$ Right - Safely
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of their communities.
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• Foreshore Applications
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Check out Pilgrimme’s story (and the
• Docks • Moorings
)
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) dock systems for
Reliable
Service”
extraordinary menu of island-sourced delicacies)
Residential & Commercial
exposed locations
Vince Smythe
at: pilgrimme.ca
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson
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The popular travel site Expedia.ca has compiled a
list of the 25 ‘friendliest communities in Canada’. On
the list are plenty of BC towns, including Malahat at
#5, Chemainus at #9, and Pender Island at #16.
Pender is described as ‘a relaxing place’, with ‘epic
sunsets that ripple golds and pinks on the ocean’,
Benefit For Standing Rock
along with locals that are ‘in such good spirits’.
Chemainus is applauded for its ‘dozens of On Sunday, November 27, Galiano Grand Central
colourful murals that can make anyone’s day’, and Public House held a fundraising concert for the
Malahat is described as having ‘wide open spaces
and a peace of mind missing in so many cities.’

New Land for Sea to Sea Park

The Sea to Sea Regional Park Reserve had new land
added to it this year. The CRD acquired two lots
totalling 39 hectares for $475,000. The lots are near
Ayum Creek in Sooke and are on the southeastern
boundary of the Sea to Sea park. They have been on
the Regional Park Acquisition list since 2003 and
their purchase will increase the park size to almost
4,000 hectares, making it the largest park within the
Photo: Andrew Loveridge
CRD Regional Park system.
The properties contain mature second growth Standing Rock Water Protectors. The event raised
forest in the Coastal Western Hemlock ecosystem $500, as well as tinned food, woolen blankets and
and contain potential habitat for a species at risk, the other items. 0
sharp-tailed snake, which is red-listed provincially
www.islandtides.com
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MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of the
Board of School Trustees will be
held on Wednesday, Dec 14, 2016
at the School Board Office.
Meeting commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings/.

Merry
Christmas!
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Readers’ Letters

Oil Is Not BC’s Future

Dear Editor:
Unfortunately, rather than championing the future,
the Liberals have chosen to divide the country and
to risk the health and livelihood of urban and
coastal Canadians.
From British Columbia, expect fierce resistance
on all fronts—in the courts, in the legislature, on the
water and land, and in the streets. British
Columbians will not be be crucified on a doublecross of oil.

Larry Kazdan,Vancouver
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All Party Support for Electoral
Reform on Salt Spring

Dear Editor:
Over time, Canadians have worked to strengthen
democracy. There was strong opposition to
extending voting rights to women and to some
racial groups but by 1918, women had the right to
vote federally; it wasn’t until 1960 that First
Nations people could vote without giving up their
status. Over the years, accessibility measures were
brought in, so that work, disability and travel would
not be barriers to voting.
During the 2015 election, the Liberal, NDP and
Green parties pledged to work to ensure that
Canadians would no longer use the flawed ‘First Past
the Post’ (or FPTP) electoral system in future
elections.
It is always difficult for parties in power to work to
change the system that brought them into power.
But a fairer, more proportional voting system is
needed. It would tend to encourage politicians and
citizens to cooperate for better policies, across party
lines. It would ensure that each vote would count.
The signatories to this letter have, collectively,
voted and volunteered for virtually all of the major
Canadian parties (except the Bloc Québecois). We
expect the federal government to bring in a more
proportional electoral system, and to ensure that
there are effective limits on the influence of money
in politics. Canadians should at least have the
opportunity to give proportional representation a
try.

Jan Slakov former member of the Liberal, PC and
NDP parties, former NDP candidate, 250-537-5251; Ian
Peace former LPC EDA president, 403-805-5185; Bob
MacKie Past President Green Party of Canada, Past
President Langley Abbotsford Progressive Conservative
EDA, 250-537-6312; Karen Hurley former NDP
member, GPC member, 250-686-1241; Briony Penn,
past federal Liberal candidate, member of the NDP, and
Green Parties, 250-653-9996; Fran McIninch current
GPC member, former NDP member; Adam Olsen
Deputy Leader, BC Green Party, adam@adamolsen.ca;
Sebastian Silva, advocate for fair elections,
sebastian@roundtableconsulting.ca; Marcelle Roy,
former Liberal member and volunteer,
marcellemroy@yahoo.ca

Dear Editor:
The political conflict over the Trans Mountain
pipeline is essentially a clash of two different visions
of the future of Canada, particularly urban Canada,
and more particularly Vancouver, Victoria, and the
Gulf Islands.
I see the future for this area as dependent on the
talents and enterprise of the people who live here;
not on the extraction and export of our natural
resources.
Rather than the continuing expansion of fossil
fuel, mineral, and raw log shipping facilities, with
their inevitable negative environmental impacts, we
should be developing infrastructure which serves
people.
British Columbia is the best place in Canada to
live. Our future lies in emphasizing and developing
the environmental, social, cultural, physical,
transportation, and living facilities which are our real
advantages in a future world.
That future is already happening, to us, and to our
youth. But our provincial and federal governments
appear to be too easily influenced by the industries of
Canada's past.
Let’s build for the long term: for people. We have
much to do.
Patrick Brown, Pender Island

A Very Merry Christmas!

Dear Editor:
It’s that time of year again when our mailboxes
begin to fill up with requests from all sorts of
organizations for donations to their very worthy
causes. I’d like to suggest yet another project, with
which I myself helped in southern Africa last
February. It is the Lesotho Solar Cooker Project,
and Carol Pritchard of Ottawa, ON is its instigator
and very capable manager.
More than ten years ago Carol followed up on a
relationship she had made while at university and
visited a friend in Lesotho. Seeing how desperately
poor the rural areas of that county were and learning
that AIDS-related diseases had left 74,000 orphans,
Carol decided to do something about it. That
‘something’ is the Lesotho Solar Cooker Project,
which turned out to be a wonderful aid for this small
deforested mountain kingdom with nearly yearround sunshine and no exploitable resources.
Each year for the last eleven years Carol and a
Canadian assistant (which I was last spring) have
used their own money to fly to Johannesburg and
then, with the donated funds, bought sun-stoves,
black pots, and foodstuffs with which to demonstrate
the use of the stoves. All of this is then trucked into
Lesotho, and, based on her friend’s research, Carol
knows exactly to which village she is to go. There the
neediest locally chosen women—and occasionally
men—who are looking after their orphaned
grandchildren are invited to attend a three-day
workshop, during which they learn how to harness
the sun to cook cornmeal mush (their staple food),
soy-&-vegetable stew, and to bake bread.
On the first day the participants are
understandably curious, but somewhat disbelieving
(as was I, I have to admit). However, at the end of
three hours when Carol gives the signal to go to the
stoves and taste the results, the grannies are jubilant!
It seems to them that these cookers are a gift from
heaven since most of the work is now done by the
sun. There is great excitement with dancing and
singing and ululating, and they can hardly wait for
the morrow. ‘Kea leboha’ (I thank you!) is their
response, which I joyfully witnessed over and over
again.
The Salt Spring Island Raging Grannies have been
supporting the Lesotho Solar Cooker Project since its
inception, and with donations from us and other
www.islandtides.com

southern Gulf Islanders we have provided more and
more sunstoves each year, reaching an impressive
total so far of 336. Carol estimates the cost of each
cooker plus its share for foodstuffs and local
translators’ fees to be about Can $130.00, but
donations of any size are very welcome because, of
course, together they allow Carol to buy and provide
one more stove.
During this season of gift-giving we hope that you
will consider joining us in this very worthwhile,
grass-roots endeavour which reaches out with hope
and tangible support to needy grandparents and
their children in Lesotho. Cheques should be made
out to the SSI Raging Grannies and sent to me, and
more information is available from me at 250-5378343 or jillawillmott@gmail.com.
Kea Leboha!

Jill Willmott, for the SSI Raging Grannies
Ed’s Note: Rather than give consumer presents this
year, search out groups like this ,and people doing
good work world-wide, and donate to their causes.
Happy Holiday!

What A Wonderful World

Dear Editor:
BC’s forest are dying; more carbon is being emitted
than sequestered.
Part of the remediation plan is to execute onethousand-plus-year-old trees in the Walbran Valley?
While we are on the topic: how about a multi-billion
dollar behemoth, carbon-emitting gas plant?
When Louis Armstrong shared the gift of ‘A
Wonderful World’ with the planet, you can be
absolutely certain that the above scenario was not
part of the envisioning process as he breathed into
the microphone.
Steve Perkins, Texada
Ed’s Note: Steve does not use the internet or email,
so could any Texadans that read this let him know
his letter is ‘printed’, please?

First-Past-The-Post In US

DearEditor:
After nine years under the Harper government,
which never got over 40% of the popular vote, it’s
easy to see why proportional representation is an
issue.
Our archaic first-past-the-post system leads to
two parties with the same basic platform, and can, as
we saw in the US election, provide the voters with
the two most unpopular candidates. Which is why
95% of democracies use some form of proportional
representation (pro rep).
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

Due Reverence To Bees

Dear Editor:
Should there be an ‘obligation to protect’ bees like
the one the UN invoked in Kosovo for humans (but
not in Syria)?
Bees, blossoming flowers and fruits are
foundational to the lives of all creatures, great and
small. Soil, sun, plants, bees and mammals—from
ancient times they gave birth to civilizations.
Most civilizations honored the bees and flowers in
paintings, stories, sculptures and poetry. Emily
Dickinson (1830-1886) wrote this poem:
‘The pedigree of honey
Does not concern the bee;
A clover, any time, to him
Is aristocracy.’
Here, Dickinson disapproves of the human
inventions of ‘pedigree’ and ‘aristocracy’ and indicates
that the lowliest ‘clover’ is as fine as the most exquisite
bloom for making a living.
There is a wonderful, natural essence about bees.
It is not only the perfume. It is not only the buzz and
the zoom. It is the fact that the world is their room.
They are the ones who keep the generations fertile.
They are the ones that had better not become sterile.
But now, Monsanto raises the spectre of that danger.
Emily Dickinson disliked certain ‘human
inventions’ of class and privilege but could not
predict that humans would, for profit, try to improve
on nature by putting poisons into seeds, into soils,
into nectar,—which threatens that the next
generation of bees might be infertile.
READERS’ LETTERS, please scroll to next page
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#StopKM march crosses Cambie Street Bridge in Vancouver on November 19.

More Readers’ Letters

Monsanto, the massive biotechnology company,
is widely blamed for contributing to the dwindling
bee population, partly by the use of pesticides that
have been incorporated into the DNA of plants.
Monsanto was recently banned from Poland. One of
the primary reasons was that the company’s
genetically modified corn was devastating the bee
population.
Monsanto has now bought ‘Beeologics’, the
largest bee research firm on the planet that could
have done honest, unbiased research.
Now there is a potential for developing a patented,
genetically modified ‘bee’ that can withstand the
poisons of pesticides.
What would Dickinson say today were she alive,
had she seen the inventions of our time. Could she
ask, have inventions gone wrong? Has the car been a
crime? Did humans make atoms into a bomb? Could
oil become a tomb of extinctions? Could even the
bees in your garden be owned by a corporation?
Poor Emily, poor us! I want to say something. I
want to do something.
I saw fewer bees this summer. I miss them for
beauty, for their ambiance among the flowers. I
remember that food comes from the worker bees not
from the supermarket. Should we arise for the bees
as well as for refugees? Should we see who agrees
that no one deserves the right to threaten life for
profit?
I think we need a United Nations for the flowering
plants, trees and bees of the world, one that works, is
enforced; ‘an obligation to protect’ humans, life, the
environment and ‘bees’. All lives matter.
Wally du Temple, Sidney

Early Childhood Development

Dear Editor:
With the chilly weather finally here, Christmas is
just around the corner. The holiday season is such a
joyous time filled with love and warmth enjoyed
with the love of family. This thought, however, is
only joyous for most Canadians, for in developing
countries children are malnourished daily, let alone
during the holiday season.
Imagine a Christmas without the turkey, and no
toys to play with—that’s a Christmas without the
magic, it simply would not be the same. Today, 35%

of children around the world under the age of five
are malnourished, which will have a chronic effect
on their quality of life.
But malnutrition isn’t the only issue. Nearly half
of the world’s children between three and six-yearsold do not have access to quality preschool, causing
cognitive difficulties for life. These aren’t very joyful
statistics. Canadians can and have been making a
difference, as Canada is the second largest
contributor giving less that 0.3% of its total foreign
aid budget to early childhood education. This
however is not enough. More needs to be done. Lets
bring back the magic and not just around the
holidays, but magic for life! Every dollar invested in a
child’s preschool has a return of ten dollars in their
adult earnings and health benefits. By increasing our
contribution to 0.35% of the total foreign aid budget
a real difference can be made. This holiday season
give the gift of funding for food and education, give
the gift of difference.
Erika Fisher, Ottawa

Volunteers For Democracy

Dear Editor:
Elections are certainly on people’s minds these
days—heard about more often than the weather—
and not accurately predictable by the polls. I
suspect no one is participating in polls and this may
explain why they have been so wrong in forecasting
Christy Clark’s, Justin Trudeau’s, and Donald
Trump’s win.
Really, polls are an affront to one’s civic dignity—
to be asked in a vague way ‘How will you vote?’ on
that secret ballot. One can enhance democracy by
not responding to political polls.
Our BC election in May will soon arrive and
perhaps 49% will decide not to vote as in the last
election. Only 50% voted in the US Election.
Why? Is it due to no debate in the Legislature?
One year the two parties sat for 35 days, and barely
communicated.
What about questions like: ‘If you think this
economic philosophy ruling us is corrupt, ought we
not to look at alternatives with a different outlook?’ I
mean if the opinions are so right why are things so
wrong? It’s a sideways economy looking cross-eyed

READERS’ LETTERS, please scroll to next page
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please •

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

December 14 to 31

Echo Players presents: "Dick Whittington"—Pantomime ragsto-riches adventure story; laughs, outrageous
costumes, special effects; a family Christmas
treat; popular songs, bad jokes, slapstick
humour; different celebrity guest appearances
(including Michelle Stilwell, MLA and Teunis
Westbroek, Qualicum Beach Mayor); directed by
Julian Packer, produced by Susan Paker • The
Village Theatre, 110 W 2nd Ave, Qualicum
Beach • Tickets: Adult: $20, Senior $17, Student $11, Child $5,
Group Rate (10+) $16, 250.752.3522 or info@echoplayers.ca • Info:
www.echoplayers.ca • QUALICUM BEACH

Saturday, December 24

Traditional Miners Bay Christmas Eve Carol
Singing— enjoy the huge, lighted Christmas Tree,
the fire, and sing with your friends and family;
cookies and hot chocolate. • Miners Bay Park •
6pm • Everyone Welcome • Info: Mayne Island
Chamber of Commerce • MAYNE

Saturday, December 31

Annual New Year’s Eve Magic Lake Lantern Festival:—outdoor
community celebration with street
performers, handmade lanterns, shadow
dancers, kayak ballet, stilt walkers, music •
4:30pm assemble at Danny Martin Ball Park
with lanterns and torches; 5pm procession
begins to the Magic Lake picnic area • By
donation • Info: www.facebook.com/threeonthetreependerisland,
lanterfestival@shaw.ca • PENDER

Sunday, January 1

6th Annual Polar BRRR Swim—a fundraiser
for the Galiano Health Care Society,
refreshments • Boat ramp, Montague Harbour
Provincial Park • Noon • Pledge forms
available at the Health Center, Galiano Trading,
Post Office & Galiano Island Books, preregistration appreciated • Info: Diane
250-539-9895 or Linda 250-539-3753,
www.galianohealth.org • GALIANO

Saturday, January 14

Camino 101—3-1/2 hour session for those
who are preparing or thinking about their first
camino walk in Europe: how to get there, gear,
packing, what to eat, cost, walking by yourself
• Mary Winspear Centre • Ferry friendly
gathering: 10:30am –2pm • $15, online
preregistration required at
victoriacamino.ca/camino-101-2017registration • Info: mary@victoriacamino.ca • SIDNEY

Happy Holidays!
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Gulf Islands School District news

verified she could function at a C1 level,’ explained
Louise Doucet, French Immersion Coordinator for
Gulf Island Secondary School, on Salt Spring Island, Gulf Islands Schools. This highlights the strong
is about to become more energy efficient with the work School District Nº64 is doing in French
replacement of its old geothermal heat pumps. The Immersion.
Isabella aspires to work in the area of
improvement is being funded through a $362,250
international
development and the environment.
grant from the Province of BC’s School
The photo was taken by Deborah Nostdal, Local
Enhancement Program. The majority of the 217
applications that were approved are similar Association President of the Gulf Islands Teachers
projects—122 schools will be using the funding to Association.
Transportation Funding Increase for
upgrade their plumping lines and fixtures.

GISS Receives Funding to Replace
Heat Pumps

Southern Gulf Islands Schools
GISS Graduate Isabella Carlyle, Page
‘The Gulf Islands School District Nº64 proposal for
In Parliament
additional transportation funding has recently been

An Honour Roll member
during her four years at
Gulf Islands Secondary
School on Salt Spring
Island, Isabella now
serves a page in the
House of Commons. She
graduated this last June
from GISS, which serves
the four Southern Gulf Islands and Salt Spring.
‘In order to be accepted as a Parliamentary Page,
Isabella not only needed to demonstrate an
excellent understanding of our democratic
processes, but she was also required to pass a
gruelling language competency test in French which

approved,’ noted Rod Scotvold, SD Nº64 SecretaryTreasurer. ‘This funding fills a gap that has grown
over the years because of the high transportation
costs in our district, and the costs of supporting a
number of small schools.’ The funds will be added
Photo: John Cameron

on the past? ‘What do you think?’ Debates
communicate.
We do not have meaningful debate, for the voter
relevant discussion simply isn’t there to engage
people to turn out and vote. There isn’t any spirit in
the Legislature to carry out democracy depite being
so well financed by us. It’s seems money won’t buy a
democracy.
What are we to do? The only democratic spirit I
see is with all the impassioned, unpaid protesters.
One might say they are our volunteers for
democracy. So, for debate’s sake I’d suggest: stop
donating to any political party and contribute to the
protest of your choice.
Usually I find nothing but sensibilities in these
‘protesters’ such as the Shawnigan Lake Toxic Dump
protest, and the very positive Pacific Wild, who seek
to protect the herring fisheries from abuse. Why is
the government removing the bottom of the food
chain simply so someone can make money? I have a
lot of faith in people to create a livelihood no one had
imagined possible, and no faith in narrow minds to
find the answers we need to prosper.
Elections BC could simply put the question on the
ballot of next year’s election ‘Do you think partisan
politics is helping us decide how to govern?’
If enough people vote ‘no’ on this, a name is
picked out of a an electronic hat of the people’s
choice for a humourist. Myself I’d pick Raeside the
cartoonist. He can sum up 4,000 words of
newspaper editorial content in one cartoon and get it

right. The humourist to be allowed 1⁄2-hour to speak,
uninterrupted, every week in the Legislature and be
paid an MLA’s salary. After all he/she will be elected.
A one year term‚ anything else would be too
demanding for anyone sane.
Politicians all agreed in a vote, years ago in the
Legislature, that if they were paid more money we’d
have a better government. It hasn’t worked out.
In this way, the MLA’s will be contributing to
democracy, just like all those unpaid volunteers who
care about the world we live in. It’s just a different
way to engage.
In any history that I’ve read about democratic
change, it never originated with those who make the
mainstream rules, so it’s very unlikely electoral
reform will ever happen through Ottawa. It may
begin in a inconsequential place on the fringe that no
one is really paying attention to. Like PEI.
Just casting a ballot doesn’t mean we have a
democracy, and fining people who don’t vote isn’t
going to help us.
As a citizen I had to speak up. Best of luck to
everyone.

BUY
Recycled
Homes

RAISE MOVE LEVEL
Increase
Square
Footage

Subdivide
Your Lot

Fix Your
Foundation

1-866-320-2268
www.nickelbros.com

Even More Readers’ Letters

Hugh McNab, Read Island

Ending Extreme Poverty Starts
with Early Childhood
Development

Dear Editor:
48% of children under-five years in India are
stunted, as a result of chronic under-nutrition.
Childhood stunting prevents normal brain
development and results in long-term
consequences, including reduced mental ability,
poor performance in school, diminished income
potential and increased risk of chronic disease.
Canada contributes only 0.3% of its total aid
budged to early childhood development (ECD)
programs and this needs to change. Investing in
ECD programs ensures that children develop
normally and become contributing members to
society, resulting in a healthy global economy.
As decisions for Budget 2017 inch closer, it is
crucial that we lobby our government to increase
funding for official development assistance (ODA)
by ensuring that they understand the necessity of
investing in ECD programs. This will ensure our
ability to distribute sufficient funds for ECD
programs worldwide.
Canada has fallen short of its commitment to
ending extreme poverty worldwide and we need to
make sure that our leaders understand this!
Hasrit Sidhu, New Westminster
www.islandtides.com

to the regular funding for the 2016-17 school year,
and are anticipated to continue into future years.
The additional resources will: increase the
boarding allowance for Southern Islands’ students
from $300 to $350/month; support additional
inter-island transportation; provide additional
transportation supervision by educational
assistants; supplement the current allocation for
transport assistance; extend bus service; fund overcapacity watertaxi service, and programs that
connect students across the five islands.
‘In addition to supporting transportation needs,
this supplemental transportation funding provides
relief in a number of areas,’ added Cindy Rodgers,
Finance Manager for the district. ‘In our proposal
we successfully made the case for putting money
back in the classroom to fill gaps that have emerged
over time because of our need to fund the district’s
growing transportation expenditures.’
The Transportation Proposal was approved by
the Gulf Islands School District 64 Board of
Trustees at the regularly scheduled meeting in
November. 0
Ed’s Note: School District Nº64 meetings are
advertised on Island Tides’ Bulletin Board section
and are held on each of the southern islands in
rotation. The next one is on December 14 in
Ganges, see page 3.

Trans-Pacific Partnership

The following letter was sent to Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau.
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau:
My name is Brenda Sayers. For the past three
years, I held the portfolio that legally challenged the
federal government from ratifying the Canada-China
Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection
Agreement (CC-FIPPA) on behalf of Hupacasath
First Nation. We brought our case before the court
because we believe the CC-FIPPA and in particular,
its Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) clause
abrogates our constitutionally enshrined
Hupacasath Rights and Title.
Unfortunately on Friday, September 10, 2014
former Prime Minister Stephen Harper ratified CCFIPPA without waiting for the Federal Court of
Appeal decision. This was a serious affront to
Hupacasath First Nation as the First Peoples of this
land. My hope is that your government will spend
less time in court fighting First Nation’s Rights and
Title and more time building cultural respect and
reconciliation. This includes working with First
Nations to ensure future trade agreements include
provisions that will protect rights and title and give
the government opportunity to protect our rights
without fear of an award of damages under the
international agreements.
My concerns regarding the Investore-State
Dispute Settlement is strongly shared as evidenced
by the United Nations Independent expert Alfred de
Zayas who was appointed by the General Assembly
and has released a report that recommends that the
ISDS clause be removed from all trade agreements.
Under the ‘We Stand Together’ campaign we
raised awareness of the CC-FIPPA and were
supported nationally by more than 70 organizations
from unions to faith groups and tens of thousands of
First Nations and individual Canadians. They came
together in view of the fact that trade agreements
place corporate rights over human rights. And, while
our lawsuit was concerned strictly with First
Nations, we feel that these agreements affect all
people and that feeling was shared by the thousands
of Canadians that supported us in our challenge.
On behalf of the people of Canada I write to you
about a serious flaw CC-FIPPA contains, which is the
lack of transparency in the agreement. Due to public
pressure, policy was created to ensure the federal
government reports any lawsuits brought against
Canada under NAFTA. I am urging the same policy
mechanism to create transparency be implemented
READERS’ LETTERS, please scroll to next page

The Ecoforestry Institute regains Merv Wilkinson’s Wildwood
The Land Conservancy of BC has received approval
from the Supreme Court of BC to transfer
Wildwood Ecoforest to the Ecoforestry Institute
Society. The purchase includes a restrictive
covenant, forest management plan and the creation
of a trust to ensure that Wildwood remains a site of
active, sustainable ecoforestry.
The Ecoforestry Institute Society (EIS) offer,
which is to be completed by December 20, will
recover $800,000 towards The Land Conservancy
of BC’s creditors including $665,000 in direct funds
and $135,000 in creditor forgiveness.
Earlier, on November 14, The Land Conservancy
of BC (TLC) had submitted to the court for its
consideration an offer from Merv Wilkinson’s
apprentice Mark Randen to purchase Wildwood
Ecoforest. Due to TLC’s inalienability bylaws, the
sale of Wildwood within the organization’s creditor
protection process must be sanctioned by a justice
of the Supreme Court of BC
Randen’s offer did protected the legacy of Merv
Wilkinson. However, EIS submitted a new
competing offer for the Court’s consideration.
Madam Justice Fitzpatrick requested that both
parties submit sealed bids on Wednesday,
November 16. EIS was asked to provide
confirmation of their financial arrangements and
ability to complete on their offer.
Renowned ecoforestry expert Herb Hammond
submitted an affidavit indicating that the EIS

covenant and management plan was superior to the
Randen covenant and management plan.
Recognizing that the EIS offer provides higher
financial return to creditors, a higher
recommendation from an independent expert, a
trust to protect Wildwood in perpetuity, and further
that EIS has satisfied the Court with proof of ability
to complete the transaction, TLC’s Board of
Directors supported the EIS offer in the Court.
Madam Justice Fitzpatrick made her decision on
Tuesday, November 22.
‘The guarantee of sustainable ecoforestry
practices on Wildwood is critical in the eyes of TLC,’
said Cathy Armstrong, TLC Executive Director.
‘Reflecting on the evidence provided these last few
days in Court, the Board of Directors and I feel
comfortable that the future of Wildwood would
have been protected with either option. I wish to
thank both Ecoforestry Institute Society and Mark
Randen for passion and commitment to ecoforestry
and protecting Merv Wilkinson’s legacy.’
The court’s ruling further advanced the
organization’s goals to pay creditors within the
Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act (CCAA)
and to ensure that properties remain protected to
the greatest extent possible. Funds from the sale will
pay TLC’s creditors as per the organization’s Plan
of Arrangement and Compromise (POA).
‘On behalf of the Board of Directors I wish to

under your government for CC-FIPPA as well as any
future agreements. This would be an act of good faith
for the people of Canada.
Citizens have a right to know what lawsuits are
being brought against Canada under tribunals
established within free trade agreements that are not
subject to Canadian Law. These lawsuits directly
impact Canadian citizens through increased
taxation, the degradation of the environment, risks
to national and food security as well as the chance of
increasing climate change risks and poverty for
present and future generations.
I believe climate change is directly affected by
International Trade Agreements such as NAFTA,
CC-FIPA and the pending TPP and CETA
agreements through the powerful ISDS clause
granting foreign multi-national corporations the
right to sue Canada for standing up and taking
measures to preserve the environment. We are at
serious risk of increasing the rate of global warming,
all in the name of profit.
I commend your government for committing to
the 1.5ºC limit at COP21 in Paris and trust the
impacts of International Trade Agreements and
future ratification of them will be considered in light
of the concerns I have raised here. For the sake of the
next seven-times-seven generations we must have
the ability to say no to projects that will impact the
1.5 ºC target.
On behalf of the people of Canada much of this
work was accomplished by a small team of three
women including myself, who dedicated two-and-ahalf years fighting for the rights of the people and
more significantly for the rights of future
generations. It was an honour to serve the people in
this capacity.
As the Hupacasath First Nation portfolio holder
for the CC-FIPPA court challenge, knowing the
drastic impact TPP will have on aboriginal rights and
title and treaty rights, Canadians, future generations
and our natural environment I am asking you to
reject the TPP.
Because policy contained in the TPP will become
the law of Canada, why would the federal
government ratify a treaty that removes power from
Parliament, our domestic courts, and defeats
democracy by expunging public debate?
Why would the government ratify the TPP when it
does not recognize aboriginal rights and title and
treaty rights and further abrogates those rights
giving foreign states more rights by allowing them to
sue Canada if we exercise our rights to protect our
lands, water and people?

Why would the federal government ratify a treaty
that will not recognize Canada’s climate change
policy and will give foreign states the power to sue us
through the ISDS mechanism even if a project will
increase GHG emissions, harm the environment,
people and future generations?
Canada’s right to regulate climate change needs to
be spelled out within the body of the agreement. We
need to have the autonomy to strengthen our
environmental standards. An important rule we
need in trade is local rules are respected by the global
economy.
I will continue to raise the issues which drove the
fight against this free trade agreement and will
continue to plague others if not addressed, as they
are a great detriment to the rights of First Nations
and to Canada as a whole.

The Final Readers’ Letters

Brenda Sayers, Hupacasath First Nation

Goodbye to 399ppm Carbon
Dioxide!

Dear Editor:
In April 2014 the level of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere—as measured at the Keeling
Laboratory on Mauna Loa, Hawaii—first passed
through the threshold of 400ppm (parts per
million). Over the past two years the CO2 level has
fluctuated, as it always does, dropping through the
spring and summer until late September and
increasing over the fall and winter and spring until
April. Late this past September the CO2 level
dropped to 401ppm, and in early October it started
rising again.
Never again in my lifetime, or yours, or your
children’s or your grandchildren’s or even their
grandchildren’s, will the CO2 level drop below
400ppm! Not even the Paris Accord will change that.
That should be of great concern to all of us,
because the natural CO2 level for the climate that
we’ve grown up with is less than 300 ppm, and the
climate that eventually comes into equilibrium with
over 400ppm will be seriously different from what
we have today. Get used to it, and think seriously
about leaving your car at home!

<
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Ann & Merv

thank Madam Justice Fitzpatrick for her ruling
today permitting TLC to transfer Wildwood
Ecoforest,’ said Frances Pugh, Co-chair of TLC’s
Board. ‘Our creditors have waited patiently for us
to get to this point. We are immensely grateful for
their patience.’ TLC has scheduled a meeting with
creditors for early December to seek final
acceptance of the POA and the organization’s exit
of creditor protection.
Wildwood was the final property requiring court
approval under the CCAA process. If the creditor
vote approves the revised POA, TLC will seek a
sanction order to ratify the vote and exit CCAA.
Upon completion of the CCAA process TLC will
continue to protect sensitive ecosystems through
the monitoring and enforcement of more than 230
conservation covenants throughout BC. 0

Happy
New
Year!
Dear
Readers
Planning on Building?

Steven Earle, Gabriola Island 0

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual online reader subscription today: 250-2162796. Don’t delay—be part of the Island Tides team.
Thank You!
www.islandtides.com

Call 1-888-546-9663 for a free consultation

Your Gulf Island Specialists
linwoodhomes.com

Custom design, quality material
packages, guaranteed pricing
and a builder network. Find out
why Linwood’s system provides
a better way to build.
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Camino walkers - Mary Virtue
t the end of every day, no matter
how easy or tough, Roberta would
say, ‘That was the best day ever!’—
since every day on the Camino is a new
day, a new adventure, new vistas, new
people to meet, and new food to taste.
Eighteen years ago, when we had cycled
the Camino Francés from Roncevalles, it
was very difficult to find an English
guidebook, and it was even harder to find
anyone in Victoria who had heard of the
camino. Now, it seems a week does not go
by without overhearing someone refer to
the camino, or new books about the
camino, and there are a profusion of
guidebooks.
The camino is actually a web of ancient
pilgrim routes that start in many countries
in Europe. All end in the Province of
Galicia in the northwest of Spain, at the
cathedral in Santiago de Compostela,

where it is said that the relics of Saint

James the Elder lie. Iago is the Spanish
word for James, thus Sant Iago.
And well before Santiago’s time, the
ancient celts followed the via lactea (Milky
Way) to the Atlantic Ocean at Finis Terre
(Finisterre)—the end of the world in those
days. This celtic influence may explain the
bagpipes (gaita) that one hears in Galicia.
I’ve often been asked, ‘Why do you walk
the camino?’ Why would anyone choose
to carry a pack on their back, walk 15-28
km each day, sleep in a bunkbed in a room
with a bunch of strangers? (Of course, you

can walk less; make more frequent stops;
take a bus or taxi for some distance
between stops, if necessary, sleep in a
pension or hotel, but still, you are walking
every day.) And those strangers? After
about two days, you’ve shared breakfast or
dinner, cafés con leche or vino with a few
and they are no longer strangers.
For some, the Camino provides the time
to be reflective, meditative, or challenging.
For some, the opportunity to walk the
Camino arrives because of job loss,
retirement, divorce, death of a loved one
or just plain curiosity, or in my case to
celebrate a significant birthday—or you
may simply have heard about walking it

2016—A Look Back

I really can’t help thinking that responsibility
Is a concept sadly lacking in our government of BC;
For if increases in tax makes more government revenue,
It seems to me that services should have increases, too.
But do they? Never on your life—as anyone can see—
And it is health care suffers most (and that means you and me).

Now those with disabilities fare badly in BC,
With seniors using food-banks to disproportionate degree;
And underfunded senior’s homes, that get the run around;
And where, but in our Province, are ‘clawbacks’ to pensions found?
So, though home-care is cheaper than a stay in hospital
(And should, as time goes on, be made much more available)
So Christy’s government cuts it back, then goes on to declare
How well we are looked after by the Liberal’s Medicare!
When thousand dollar luncheon tickets get the Premier’s ear
(A subtle form of bribery, or so it would appear!) This government’s plainly oriented to the well-to-do,
Not to looking after taxpayers, the likes of me and you.
But other Liberal shortcomings abound ad nauseam The BCHydro financing, and proposed site C dam;
Promoting LNG and fracking so that in the years to come,
More tankers make our Province into an industrial slum;

So now the MP’s have their raise, they’re out on holiday;
They’d better make the most of it—elections come in May.
When politicians speechify, how much of all that guff
Do you believe when listening? Is half of it enough?
But when it comes to Christie Clark, a quarter is just plenty,
For she can add up two and two, and make it count to twenty!
—H Barry Cotton

from a friend.
If you’d like more information
about the Camino, the Victoria
Chapter of the Canadian
Company of Pilgrims is offering a
‘Camino 101’ on January 14 at

Roasting Fancy Coffee

Thank you
volunteers

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

Moon Dates:
Full: Dec 13
New: Dec 29

Full: Jan 12
New: Jan 27

Mary Winspear Centre in Sidney
(see What’s On? for details).
If you would like to register, or
be on the mailing list for the
chapter, please visit the website:
victoriacamino.ca. 0

International Volunteer Day on December 5,
originally, and still, known as International
Volunteer Day for Economic and Social
Development, is an international observance
designated by the United Nations since 1985. It
offers an opportunity for volunteer organizations
and individual volunteers to make visible their
contributions—at local, national and international
levels—toward the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).
International Volunteer Day is marked by many
non-governmental organizations, including Red
Cross, scouts, and many others. It is also marked
and supported by United Nations Volunteers.
Apart from mobilising thousands of volunteers
every year, the United Nations Volunteers (UNV)
programme works closely with partners and
governments to establish national volunteer
programmes to create structures that foster and
sustain local volunteering.
Through the Online Volunteering service
volunteers can take action for sustainable human
development by supporting the activities of
development organizations over the internet. 0
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

ecember—we are making our
peace with deeply dark, grey
days, seasonal dips in
temperature below 10ºC, and lots of
rain. However, a dear friend regularly
points out with a smile, ‘No need to
shovel rain!’ Any plant that has died
under my watch has simply died of
being drenched for too long. The
weeds are loving this weather—their
roots mired in mucky mud when you
go to rip them out.
SENĆOŦEN and WS
̱ ÁNEĆ

On November 19, a group of Tsawout
First Nations folk came to Saturna for
a knowledge sharing event. The
Community Hall was full to greet our
visitors.
This session, initiated by our three
Islands Trustees, and attended by over
70 Saturna Islanders was a welcome
chance to come together to support all
manner of better understanding and
connectedness with our First Nation
neighbours.
Trustee Lee Middleton introduced
Fiona MacRaild, who gave an
overview of the afternoon/evening
session, telling us that the history of the
Gulf Islands and the concept of people
of the land was deftly woven into the
SENĆOŦEN language originally spoken
by most of the six first Nations of the
WS
̱ ÁNEĆ on the Saanich Peninsula.
As Elder and SENĆOŦEN language
teacher, Helen Jacks, began to speak

Elsie Claxton, born in about 1907,
speaking with another Elder, Violet
Williams. On the tape, Elsie spoke of
tribal lineages and their specific
languages, traditional views of land
stewardship and family links to
specific harvesting sites and land
ownership.
Elsie, who was a main informant for
Saanich Ethnobotany: cultural plant
uses of the Saanich Peninsula
(authored by Nancy Phillips and
Richard Hebda), played a large part in
the SENĆOŦEN language being
retained.
Many elders have participated in
projects and about four books have
been published on SENĆOŦEN,
language and customs, available
through Gwen Underwood at Tsawout
Band office.
Opening our gathering, Elsie’s
daughter, Elder Belinda Claxton, had
offered a prayer for our success in
sharing and for reaching out to each
other. Belinda’s next generation stories
were also of time and place—and of
hard times of discrimination.

Saltwater People

The WS̱ ÁNEĆ (Saanich) landscape
includes no rivers, so salmon were
caught in the waters of the strait, the
Salish Sea. Belinda spoke broadly of
the teachings of her people, Saltwater
People, who used an elaborate
reefnetting technique for capturing
salmon during the various
runs.
These
places
for
capturing salmon
are
traditional territories to the
Saltwater Peoples and
extend east across the
current
US-Canada
boundary into Lummi
territitory (San Juan
Islands)—just like the
BELINDA, HELEN, & NICK CLAXTON
Photo: Renie Muir roving grounds of our
Southern Resident Orca.
The WS̱ ÁNEĆ calendar is lunar,
in English, she touched her heart and
based on the 13 annual moon and the
said, ‘I am so nervous!’ Helen spoke to
one, as I write, is the Shaking Leaves
us of coming to Saturna with her
Moon; time for peoples to come home
grandparents and harvesting clams,
from all their traditional havesting
fish, traditional medicines, and
sites—to the large winter villages.
treebarks for baskets and implements.
(Check on these moons at
The harvesting is deeply imbued
racerocks.com.)
with worldviews of respect for the land
The Voice of The Land
that provides for community and
The next speaker was University of
individuals. ‘We were rich,’ she said.
Helen’s gentle musings of family Victoria professor Nick Claxton. Nick
and place were so intimate that it was has studied the reefnet fishing
easy to relate to and connect with her. tradition and the amount of
Island locales that we know animated cooperation it took to maintain—the
her stories and precepts for living a sites, canoes, nets and extensive
knowledge of wind and tides— in
good life.
An audiotape was played with Elder order to be successful.

Breeding cormorants.

Nick says that, the SENĆOŦEN
language is viewed as the voice of the
land itself; speaking to its people. The
fundamental thought is that the land
was created to sustain the people and
their obligation is to care for the land.
In the concluding Q&A, Jacques
Campbell asked Belinda Claxton.
‘My family’s stories are all over the
place. How do you remember all that
stuff?’ Belinda’s answer shot back,
‘Repetition!’ Belinda’s grandson was
sitting on the chair next to her. She
leaned over to him and asked, ‘How
many times have I told you the
stories? Again and again, and you say
‘I know Granny, you already told me
that story!’’
Belinda concluded with a story
created from her understanding of
present day times. With warmth and
humour to those of us settlers in the
chairs before her, she spoke to the
heart of the matter of our history as
first nations and settler peoples, ‘We
can’t get rid of you and you can’t get
rid of us. Let’s build a healthy
relationship and make this a healthy
place for all of’us.’
Her words sounded so good. We

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

0DUFK 6HSWHPEHU,QWDNHVRU\HDU'LSORPD
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Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
www.islandtides.com

all got up and kept talking and ate a
feast prepared for us by Hubertus
Surm.

Islands Craft Fairs—
Local Giving

The Christmas season on the islands
starts with November’s craft fairs—
with all their gift opportunities.
Spending my money at home,
buying from people I enjoy is more
and more appealing each year—city
stores look alike wherever you go.
Given our tiny population,
Saturna has heaps of craft people.
Our Christmas Craft Fair at the Rec
Centre was replete with an excellent
piano-player and singer! There were
three tables run by kids and plenty of
kids racing around. Books galore for
kids and adults, jams and jellies,
pottery, silk scarves, fancy handknit
socks, gorgeous cards, marvellous
homemade sausage, wool blankets,
chocolates, and hazelnuts—simple
and good were at hand. Carlos, sells
boxes packed with bone-dry
kindling—who could want for more!
I felt rich as I left with my little bags
full and my giant box of kindling! 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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The elegant Trumpeter Swans have returned from their northern breeding grounds and can be seen on many estuaries and waterways around Vancouver Island.

Eating less meat will reduce Earth’s heat - David Suzuki
to more than 50% of total global emissions.
Agriculture exacerbates climate change in a number
of ways. Clearing carbon sinks such as forests to
grow or raise food can result in net greenhouse gas
increases. Farming, especially on an industrial scale,
also requires fossil fuel–burning machinery, as does
processing and transporting agricultural products.
Determining the overall contribution is
complicated by the fact that livestock agriculture
accounts for about 9% of human-caused CO2
emissions but far greater amounts of other
greenhouse gases, which are worse in many ways
but less dangerous in others.
According to the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FOA), livestock farming produces
65% of human-related nitrous oxide, which has 296
times the global warming potential as CO2. It also
contributes ‘37% of all human-induced methane
(23 times as warming as CO2), which is largely
produced by the digestive system of ruminants, and
64% of ammonia, which contributes significantly to
acid rain’. However, methane stays in the
atmosphere for about 12 years, and nitrous oxide for
about 114, while CO2 remains for thousands of years.
Emissions also vary by
livestock. Pigs and poultry
contribute about 10% of
global
agricultural
emissions but provide
three times as much meat
as cattle—which are
If you’ve been thinking about
responsible for about 40%
switching off oil for home heating,
of emissions—and they
we can help make it affordable
use less feed. Some plant
and easy.
agriculture also causes

ill vegans save the world? Reading
comments under climate change
articles or watching the film
Cowspiracy make it seem they’re the only ones who
can. Cowspiracyboldly claims veganism is ‘the only
way to sustainably and ethically live on this planet’.
But, as with most issues, it’s complicated.
It’s true, though, that the environment and
climate would benefit substantially if more people
gave up or at least cut-down on meat and animal
products, especially in over-consuming Western
societies. Although switching to better agricultural
methods and encouraging local consumption could
also reduce emissions, animal agriculture produces
huge amounts of greenhouse gas emissions,
consumes massive volumes of water and causes a
lot of pollution.
But getting a handle on the extent of
environmental harm, as well as the differences
between various agricultural methods and types of
livestock, and balancing that with possible benefits
of animal consumption and agriculture isn’t simple.
Estimates of how much animal agriculture adds
to greenhouse gases range widely, from about 14%

Switch Off Oil and Save

For a limited time, get a $750
credit from Superior Propane
to offset the cost of switching
from oil to propane.*

Learn more at SwitchOffOil.ca
or call 1-855-371-7700
* $750 one time bill credit applicable only to home heat customers switching from oil heat to
propane heat. Propane furnace or boiler installation required through a Superior Propane Certified
Partner. 2000 litre minimum annual consumption. Credit will be applied to customer’s account after
first fill, please allow 8 weeks. Offer expires November 18, 2016. Conditions apply, please call for
details. ® Superior Propane is a registered trademark of Superior Plus LP in Canada.
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global warming. Wetland rice cultivation produces
methane and nitrous oxide emissions, the latter
because of nitrogen fertilizer use. Different
agricultural methods also have varying effects on
climate. And some people, such as the Inuit, have
adapted to meat-based diets because fresh produce
is scarce—and flying it in causes more emissions
than hunting and eating game.
The bottom line is that cutting down on or
eliminating meat and other animal products from
our diets is necessary for protecting humanity from
runaway climate change—and from many other
environmental consequences, including water
scarcity, degraded ecosystems and pollution of
waterways and oceans.
The FAO reports that global demand for livestock
products could increase 70% by 2050 if nothing is
done to slow consumption. Worldwide meatconsumption rates show there’s room to cut down
in industrialized countries, where the average
person consumed 95.7 kilograms in 2015,
compared to the 41.3-kilogram global average, and
31.6 in developing countries. People in South Asia
eat less meat than anyone, at about 7.6 kilograms
in 2015.
A study by scientists at the UK’s Oxford Martin
School found global agriculture-related emissions
could be cut by a third by 2050 if people followed
simple health guidelines on meat consumption, by
63% with widespread adoption of a vegetarian diet
and 70% with vegan. The authors found adopting
healthier diets with less meat and animal products
could also reduce global healthcare costs by $1
billion a year by 2050.
We can do our part by cutting down on meat,
especially red meat, or by taking
the more significant step of
adhering to a vegetarian or
vegan diet.
Perhaps the best dietary
advice for our own health and
the planet’s is from food writer
Michael Pollan’s book In
Defence of Food: An Eater’s
Manifesto. He says, ‘Eat food,
not too much, mostly plants’.
Written with contributions from
David Suzuki Foundation
Senior Editor Ian Hanington. 0
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Lasqueti Island honoured as BC Clean Energy ‘Community of the Year’

At nine o’clock in the morning of April 21, 2009, two
dozen students from False Bay School on Lasqueti
Island—ranging from Grades 1 through 8—dipped
their fingertips in saltwater at Mud Bay, just down
the road from their school, and then got on their
bicycles.
Their mission was to start raising money to install
renewable energy at their school. They had collected
pledges from parents and neighbours, which they
would redeem by biking and hiking from sealevel

through salal bushes over their heads. By noon, they
scrambled up the final rock ledges and ascended to
the welcome breeze on the summit. Lunches were
devoured with more than ordinary enthusiasm.
Lasqueti Island, population 425, has no
BCHydro grid and is connected by passenger-only
ferry from French Creek, Vancouver Island.

Photo: Mike Yip

MV Centurion VII, Lasqueti’s passenger-only ferry.

FIRST FUNDRAISING HIKE UP MOUNT TREMATON

to the top of Mount Trematon, the highest point on
the island.
By the time the students hit Pete’s Lake Hill,
jackets were coming off and water bottles were
coming out of backpacks, but that was only the
beginning. Ahead lay the dreaded Dump Road—
narrow, rough, and steep. After a breather at the top
of Dump Road Hill, they stashed their bikes and
began bush-whacking up through oldgrowth forest,
sometimes collapsing in laughter as they floundered

Earlier in the year, Reid Wilson, head teacher at
False Bay School, had decided it was time to do
something about the large amount of diesel used to
power the school. Wilson felt that burning fossilfuel
to run the school was out of step with the
community’s values of environmental stewardship
and social justice. Wilson had approached Doug
Hopwood, a parent of one of his students, who then
worked with the students to plan the project and
raise money.
The 2009 hiking challenge, repeated in two
subsequent years, raised over $3,000 in ‘seed
funding’ that eventually grew to the final budget of
over $300,000, which was used to install a 42kW
solar array at False Bay School and helped to fund
a 13kW array at the nearby Judith Fisher Health
Centre, another volunteer project.

In November, 2016, the Clean Energy
Association of BC honoured Lasqueti Island with a
‘Community of the Year’ award. Three former False
Bay School students who helped with the fundraising attended the Awards Dinner to receive the
award on behalf of the community.
Prior to the False Bay School solar project, the
generator used 16,000 litres of diesel fuel per year.
The solar project is expected to cut fuel use to about
6,000 litres per year, reduce CO2 emissions by 28
tonnes per year and save School District 69 roughly
$400,000 over the life of the project. It all started
with a handful of students taking a hike.
Design and installation of the False Bay School
solar project were done by Reid Wylde Engineering,
Daring Sky Solar and Hakai Energy Solutions.
Funding and support were provided by False Bay
School staff, students and Parents Advisory Council,
Lasqueti Community Association, BC Sustainable
Energy Association, Vancity Credit Union, Real
Estate Foundation of BC, Fraser Basin Council,
British Columbia Ministry of Energy and Mines,
Natural Resources Canada, Islands Trust, and
School District Nº69. 0

Former False Bay School students at award cermony
with Clean Energy BC Executive Director, Paul Kariya.

Does Trudeau’s $1.5 billion oilspill response announcement reassure British
Columbians? No way? - Elizabeth May, MP
more advanced than where we were years ago.
A major funding announcement such as this
should be understood as remedying past cuts.
There is no way that the Oceans Protection plan
establishes sufficient protection for British
Columbia against the threat of dilbit spills if Kinder
Morgan’s pipelines increase tanker traffic 7-fold .

Western Canada Marine Response Corporation
(WCMRC)—which will no doubt benefit from new
ships and ancillary clean-up technology from
federal funding—is majority-owned and controlled
by Kinder Morgan.
When one of the WCMRC representatives met
with concerned Gulf Islanders on November 5,
2016 on Mayne Island, he claimed that dilbit could
Finding Out How To Protect
be cleaned up.
Against Dilbit
In response to my question, he even offered a
The fact that the funding announcement includes a
particular instance in July 2007 in which he
focus on the technology and gaps in knowledge for
claimed WCMRC had done so. I had to correct him.
oilspill clean-up is a strong confirmation that the
That spill was due to a road-crew excavator hitting

What It Will Be Used For
federal government knows that the science is far
The protection of our oceans from current levels of from resolved. We really have no idea how to clean- the Kinder Morganpipeline, leading to synthetic
marine transportation of goods and abandoned up spills of dilbit. The review of the state of our crude, not dilbit, reaching Burrard Inlet. Bear in
vessels requires a huge commitment of resources knowledge assembled by the Royal Society of mind, even though WCMRC will claim they are
confident they can clean up dilbit, they have never
to achieve acceptable levels of protection.
Canada, our national scientific academy, released a
The funds also will cover a ramped-up, and way year ago as ‘The Behaviour and Environmental done it and leading scientists say it cannot be done.
So an enhanced spill response process is great.
overdue programme to remove derelict vessels and Impacts of Crude Oil Released into Aqueous
do more to prevent them in the first place. Available Environments’, made it clear there are large gaps in But it does nothing to allay the fact that dilbit cannot
funds to deal with derelict vessels were slashed in our knowledge of how bitumen mixed with diluent be cleaned up. The volatile diluent—including
carcinogens—is likely to separate from the solid tarTransport Canada’s Vancouver office years ago.
will behave in the marine environment.
like bitumen. The carcinogens will waft into the air.
The Ocean Protection announcement also
That report—while available to the NEB—was
includes increased Coast Guard capacity and rejected in evidence as unfair to TransMountain as The bitumen will turn to oil balls and sink.
The Ocean Protection plan is great. Let’s get on
emergency response of all kinds, including new it was evidence only available at the end of the
with
removing derelict vessels and dealing with
rescue stations.
process.
existing threats. But it leaves no comfort whatsoever
Recall that we lost a lot of Coast Guard capacity
Readers of Island Tides have already seen my
in the Harper years. Also recall that Harper shut many articles pointing out that the NEB process for approving Kinder Morgan. 0
down all the coastal Environment Canada offices was totally flawed and that the Kinder Morgan
Doug Routley, MLA
for Emergency response that used to exist, reduced claims were never subjected to cross-examination.
Nanaimo~North Cowichan
to one station only, in Quebec with a 1-800 number The Kinder Morgan claims that dilbit behaves just
Unit 112 50 Tenth Street
for all the other coasts. It is not clear from this like crude are based on a laughable experiment over
Nanaimo BC V9R 6L1
announcement if those will be reinstated, but they a ten-day period in Alberta. What we do know is
T 250.716.5221 | F 250.716.5222
must be.
that six years after the dilbit spill in Kalamazoo
Box 269 | #1 – 16 High Street
The $1.5 billion also includes funding for Michigan, the bitumen is still in the ecosystem.
Ladysmith BC V9G 1A2
research into how to clean-up oilspills.
T 250.245.9375 | F 250.245.8164
We have (blessedly) not had a dilbit spill in the
In other words, given the slashing of the last ten marine environment.
Web: www.dougroutley.ca
years, this announced funding doesn’t get us much
Email:
douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca
The corporate oilspill response company,
When Prime Minister Trudeau made an
announcement of $1.5 billion in an ocean protection
plan, the media immediately assumed this would
‘soften’ opposition to Kinder Morgan approval.
Nothing could be further from the truth.
First, let’s look at the announcement, it’s
welcome news but is not $1.5 billion for protecting
BC’s coastline from oilspill. First, it’s $500 million
for BC over 5 years. The same amounts and time
frame are allocated for our Atlantic and Arctic
coasts. Beyond that, not all of the announced $1.5
billion is for oil spill response.
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Southern Gulf Islands ferry update The Southern Gulf Islands Ferry
Advisory Committee (SGIFAC) met
with BC Ferries on November 15 for
their regular fall meeting. A number
of items of interest to residents,
businesses and visitors were on the
table…
Through-fare Service: Last fall,
BCFerries undertook a project to
improve through-fare service, to and
from Tsawwassen via Swartz Bay, and
inter-island via Swartz Bay. They
brought back their report this past
spring, identifying the things they
could do quickly, some that would
take a little more time, some that
would take much longer, and some
that may never be possible.
The quick win—introduction of the
Throughfare mirror-hanger and
priority loading at Tsawwassen, long
recommended by the Ferry Advisory
Chairs (FAC), was brilliant and has
received well-deserved rave reviews
from customers. This has now
migrated from a pilot study to regular
practice.
Also at our spring meeting, we were
advised that soon we’d have a
throughfare process to connect our
islands via Swartz Bay at something
like the interisland fare, rather than
having to pay the full round trip fare
from Swartz Bay. We were
disappointed to now hear that this
initiative has been set aside, likely
until sometime in 2018 at the earliest
due to Finance department priorities.
The FAC asked if a low-tech
solution similar to what happens in
Tsawwassen could be considered for
Swartz Bay, providing incoming
customers from the islands priority
access to the next ferry to
Tsawwassen. BCFerries staff will

Brian Hollingshead

O

consider it. Cautious optimism.
The FAC also asked that the
through-fare option be given greater
visibility in printed and on-line
material as well as with Reservations
over the phone. Also requested that
reservation fees on the trip from
Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay be able to
be refunded for all through-fare
connections, not just the ones
asterisked in the schedule.
Salish Raven and Eagle: These
new ferries, replacing Queen of
Nanaimo, are anticipated to be in
service by May 1, next year. They will
provide much improved two-vessel
service for the spring ‘shoulder
season’. In the event one of them
arrives late, Queen of Nanaimo will
remain in service as the second ferry.
In the unlikely event neither are ready
for service then, the shoulder season
schedule will revert to the 2016 one.
BCFerries has committed to a definite
statement on what will be where,
when, no later than the end of
January. While these ferries will be
wired for wi-fi, it won’t be provided
initially, and possibly ever, due to
existing problems with signal strength
and service reliability.
More information about this at:
www.bcferries.com/about/intermedi
atevessel.html
Commercial Fare Freeze: The
FAC is once again requesting a
commercial farefreeze on Route 5
(SGI–Swartz Bay), providing it can be
done by adding a nickel onto
passenger fares as is now done. This
freeze at $3.20/ft has been in place
since 2009, providing substantial
savings for island businesses, which
translates into lower on-island
shopping costs for islanders. These

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick
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PARKING BARRIER at STURDIES BAY

savings have come at negligible
adjustments to our other fares. The
freeze also applies to over-length fares
for non-commercial over-length
combinations (car and trailer).
PassengerReservationsRoute9:
Passenger reservations from—and
now to—Tsawwassen have worked
out well, and will likely become
regular elements of the service.
BCFerries is working to smooth out
the check-in service at Tsawwassen
when it gets busy with passenger
traffic for the major routes and nonreserved traffic to the SGI.
Parking at Sturdies Bay: With
the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure barricading parking
along the road leading to the ferry
trestle (that’s what they call it),
parking around the terminal has
become an even greater headache on
Galiano. With BCFerries not in the
business of providing on-shore
parking for foot passengers, and the
ministry not in the business of
providing parking for BCFerries
customers, there is no simple solution.
While this is a problem at almost all
island terminals, it’s particularly acute
at Sturdies Bay. BCFerries has

committed to working with the
responsible agencies, but is limited in
what it can contribute.
Bargain Fares: BCFerries is
running a 50% vehicle fare discount
promotion on selected sailings on all
routes until December 18. The 50%
discount is off the cash fare, which
then amounts to about 25% off the
Experience card fare. Not 50%, but
heaps better than no discount. Check
the website, bcferries.com, to find out
which sailings qualify.
Service Note: MV Skeena Queen
will be removed from service to
undergo right-angle drive (RAD)
replacement on Monday, December
12. Lower capacity MV Bowen Queen
and MV Queen of Cumberland will
provide
service
on
Fulford
Harbour–Swartz Bay and Swartz
Bay–Southern Gulf Islands routes.
Bowen Queen will also replace
Queen of Cumberland the evening of
December 13 and all day on the 14.
It will also replace Queen of
Cumberland on some offpeak sailings
between Jan 3 and Feb 8, while the
Cumberland helps out on the Fulford
Harbour route during Skeena
Queen’s refit. 0

Intergovernmental relations ministry - Adam Olsen

n November 2, Andrew Weaver appointed
me the Advocate for Intergovernmental
Relations for the BC Green Party. I am
looking forward to the role. Since my tenure on
Central Saanich Council I have struggled with the
challenge of how to bring the relationships between
the federal, provincial, First Nations, and local
governments together.
Currently in British Columbia, there is an
Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat within the
Premier’s Office, which focuses on national and
international issues. First Nations are the
responsibility of the Ministry of Aboriginal
Relations and Reconciliation and local
governments are the responsibility of the Ministry
of Community, Sport and Cultural Development.
We also have a Minister of International Trade and
a Minister of State for Rural Economic
Development.
Interactions between the governments are
complex, but solutions are often found when they
work closely together for the benefit of everyone. In
the past two decades in British Columbia, Supreme
Court decisions have been clarifying the murky
jurisdictional issues between the province and First
Nations.
The Tsilhqot’in decision was the first to establish
aboriginal title and the federal government has
adopted the United Nations Declaration of the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). These
decisions deeply impact British Columbians and
how the provincial government responds to change
is a concern for all of us.
The question is: does the province ignore these
realities until each dispute has been drawn through
endless expensive court cases? Or do we establish a
flexible, integrated and conciliatory provincial
approach that will benefit all British Columbians?
‘Indian Reserves’ are legislated by the federal
Indian Act, while regional and local governments’
authority comes from the province. They share
thousands of kilometers of borders that need to be
respectfully managed and all levels of government
must be full participants in the relationship.
While Canadians prepare to celebrate our 150th
birthday, in many respects these complex
discussions have just begun and the legal questions
about land and title are far from resolved.
Local and regional governments are the
engines for our society and economy. They
legislate land use, develop and fund important
services and build and maintain the associated
infrastructure that our citizens need to
participate in the economy. Local government
officials are responsible for peace and order in our
communities and make thousands of important
decisions each week about the environment, and
economic and social development.
www.islandtides.com

Federal government policy decisions have always
been deeply felt in British Columbia. Aboriginal
relations, international trade agreements,
equalization transfers and health care, to name a
few, all impact the well-being and prosperity of our
province.
Recently, the federal government has supported
the Pacific Northwest LNG and Woodfibre LNG
proposals. The decision on Kinder Morgan’s Trans
Mountain Pipeline Expansion may transform BC’s
south coast forever and potential future decisions
about Malahat LNG and the associate gas pipeline
raise the stakes for the relationship between the
provincial and federal governments.
Perhaps a single minister, responsible for
Intergovernmental Relations, who is supported and
informed by ‘Ministers of State’, leading the
Aboriginal, Local and Federal government
portfolios may be able to coordinate and negotiate
the complex maze of provincial and federal
ministries, while addressing the challenges and
nurturing the opportunities for partnerships
between the multiple jurisdictions.
Bringing these discussions, debates and
negotiations together, within one ministry, I believe
we will be better able to advance a more coordinated
intergovernmental relations for the benefit of all
British Columbians. 0
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Whiffin Spit is one of the favorite walks in Sooke and a popular spot for observing birds and sea mammals.

Lake named for War Amps leader Cliff Chadderton

On November 9, Sustainable Development Minister Cathy Cox announced
that a Manitoba lake has been named for late War Amps’ leader Cliff
Chadderton as part of the province’s long-time policy of naming geographic
features after war casualties. Chadderton Lake is located in the Duck
Mountains in southwest Manitoba.
Chadderton passed away in 2013 and was laid to rest at Canada’s
National Military Cemetery in Ottawa. A D-Day veteran, Chadderton lost
part of his right leg in October 1944 while in command of a company of The
Royal Winnipeg Rifles battling for the Scheldt Estuary in Belgium and
Holland. Following the war, he held several positions in The War Amps
before his appointment as Executive Secretary (later Chief Executive
Officer) in 1965.
Known to Canadians simply as ‘Mr Veteran’, Cliff Chadderton was
recognized both nationally and internationally as an influential developer
of innovative programs and services for war, civilian and child amputees,
and as founder of The War Amps CHAMP Program.
From 1965 to 1968, Chadderton served as Secretary and Executive
Director of the Woods Committee, formed to conduct an extensive study
on veterans pension legislation in Canada. For the first time, the 3-volume
study, made a detailed explanation of virtually every section of the Pension
Act available. It resulted in some 148 recommendations to improve the
legislation and its administration.
Chadderton was also Chairman and, at the time of his passing,
Honourary Chairman, of the National Council of Veteran Associations (64
member groups).
In recognition of his work, he received numerous awards, including
Companion in the Order of Canada, the Order of Ontario, induction into
the Canada Veterans Hall of Valour and the Terry Fox Hall of Fame, Knight
in the Order of the Legion of Honour of France, the Minister of Veterans
Affairs Commendation, the Royal Bank Award for Canadian Achievement
and the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. 0
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New film showcases islands in trust
The prémiere showing of Gulf
Islands Alliance’s 13-minute film
‘Islands in Trust’—celebrating the
natural beauty of the Gulf Islands—
took place on December 7.
‘The film, does what words can’t
do—properly show off this incredible
place,’ says Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA)
Chair Roxanna Mandryk. A place
whose unique importance was
recognized by a provincial statute,
Islands Trust Act, in the 1970s. And
later reinforced by a new National Park
Reserve—established on May 9,
2003—which covers 36 square
kilometres over 15 of the islands.
The provincial Islands Trust Act of
1974 was created to prevent the islands
being overwhelmed by unregulated
suburban-style development from
Vancouver and Victoria areas. ‘Like
nothing else, the film shows what was
at stake then—and still is today. It
reminds us that this legislated vision
remains our best hope for saving the
islands’ natural environment and
keeping the islands a remarkable place
to live and visit,’ comments Mandryk.
‘GIA is indebted to all the folks who
made this film possible as this film was
made mostly out of love by volunteers’.
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Videographer Bill Warriner spent
hundreds of hours travelling to the
islands, filming, editing and overseeing
the production of DVDs. A retired
social policy advisor and former
London International Film School
student, Bill is known for creating the
YouTube channel Salt Spring Live. A
fan of the Trust mandate, Bill’s filmwork aims at ‘building and
strengthening our community’.
The film is narrated by Arthur Black,
three-time winner of the Stephen
Leacock award for Canadian humour.
Singer-songwriter Valdy—member of
the Order of Canada and Juno award
winner—rescored his popular ‘Islander’
song for the film.
Lots more opportunities are
available if you missed the prémiere.
Watch it at GIA’s website:
gulfislandsalliance.ca or on YouTube:
https://youtu.be/EV-5TyCvd38 .
GIA was started 10-years-ago to
support the unique legislation that
preserves and protects the Gulf Islands
as a treasured environment. For more
information, contact GIA director
Misty MacDuffee at 250 818-2136. For
a free DVD of the film, contact Jean
Gelwicks at gellam@saltspring.com. 0
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Marvellous Trees

- by Ray Grigg

ome discoveries are revolutionary and so obvious
that we’re surprised we didn’t know about them
earlier. The new perspective they provide begins to
work its magic by shifting our awareness and values. And
we can never again return to our old way of understanding
the world.
This has been happening with increasing frequency,
particularly in biology. At the very time when we are losing
species and destroying ecologies with a prodigious
efficiency, we are also gleaning remarkable insights about
the astounding ingenuity and complexity of life. The
discoveries of a German forester, Peter Wohlleben, and a
UBC forest ecologist, Dr Suzanne Simard, are a striking
example.
If living cooperatively in communities, rather than
living competitively as individuals, has made more
evolutionary sense for humans, why shouldn’t the same
principle be used by trees? Indeed, as complex biological
organisms, trees have existed hundreds of times longer
than we have. If cooperation has been beneficial for us,
why would we think that trees should be exceptions?
Well, they’re not. And this is precisely what Wohlleben
and Simard are revealing with vibrant clarity. As they are
discovering, forests are communities of trees species, alive
with marvellously sophisticated means of cooperation
and communication.
Wohlleben departs from the tradition of the scientist
by writing of trees in human terms. ‘I am a human being,’
he notes as an explanation for the style in which he wrote
his book,The Hidden Life of Trees. ‘I use human language.
Scientific language is full of insight and fascinating facts,
but [it takes] the emotion out of your speech and the
people you are talking to don’t feel what you are saying’
(Macleans, September 19/16). So Wohlleben’s intention
is to make us feel an emotional connection to forests and
the individual living trees that constitute them.
‘Thus, his trees are both individuals and social beings:
they nurse sick neighbours, lavish love and attention on
their children, and even at times take care of the
‘maimed’—keeping stumps alive through a sugar solution
delivered from their roots to the stumps. The trees ‘talk’
to each other, warning about pests and changes in the
weather; they learn from experience and feel pain when
injured,’ the Macleans article reports.

Trees In The Foreground

If these claims seem incredible to us, it’s probably because
our cultural habit has been to treat trees as objects. But, if
they breathe and eat, grow and reproduce, then eventually
die, they must be living. And if we have failed to notice the
complexity of their lives, this can be attributed to a failure
in our imagination, experience and information.
Just consider for a moment what we have recently
learned about the language and culture of whales and
elephants, about the social and communication skills of
ants and bees, about the problem solving abilities of
chimps and crows, about the migration wonders of birds
and butterflies. In reality, we are living amid an incredible
natural intelligence that we have failed to notice because
of an obsessive and myopic self-centredness.
Through vivid anecdote, careful observation and
disciplined study, scientists such as Wohlleben and
Simard are beginning to expose the intelligence of trees.
A different scale of time accounts for one of the reasons
we have difficulty understanding the intelligence of trees.
We interpret events with reference to our human sense
of normal. Comparatively, trees seem to respond slowly,
their life cycles sometimes approaching millennia—in
Wohlleben’s words they, ‘exceed the human attention
span’.
They feed on the raw material we call dirt and produce
their energy by the perplexing process of photosynthesis.
As very different creatures, it’s not surprising we haven’t
been able to understand them.
Because trees are ‘rooted’ in one place, they have
devised and used their own ways to relate and
communicate with their surroundings—ways that happen
to be outside the range of our usual perception.
And why should they behave as we do? This
expectation is one of our major shortcomings. Children,
with their special innocent wisdom, recognize and accept
trees as living beings with purposeful and deliberate

behaviour, and so do Peter Wohlleben and Suzanne
Simard.
In the beech forests of Germany, Wohlleben
documents parent trees ‘nursing’ their offspring. The
young saplings, attempting to grow beneath the
shadowed canopy with 97% of the sunlight already
consumed, are kept alive and healthy with sugars and
nutrients provided by their parents through
interconnecting root structures—‘nursing their babies,’ is
Wohlleben’s expression. When the parents eventually die,
the saplings are ready to succeed them as strong and able
inheritors of the available space in the forest.
One tree ‘caring’ for another makes scientists feel
uncomfortable, particularly when the paradigm of
competitiveness is the one we have been using to explain
how trees and forests grow. But Wohlleben has evidence
of trees sharing space and nutrition, of neighbours feeding
sugars to nearby stumps to keep them alive. In a beech
forest he has examined the living stump of a tree that fell
about 400 years ago, still alive from the sustenance
provided from nearby trees. And it’s possible to find
occasional fir stumps, fed for so long by neighbouring
trees, that the bark has grown up over the severed wood
to heal the wound—the base of the amputated tree is still
alive without a functioning trunk, branches or needles.
Science, of course, as part of its effort to be objective, is
averse to using words that have an emotional
connotation. The behaviour in one category of living
beings, particularly anthropomorphizing, is not to be
confused with the behaviour in another. So our sensitive
response to touch, sunlight, heat and water becomes, for
trees, the technical terms of thigmotropism, heliotropism,
thermotropism, and hydrotropism. But a response is a
response. And behind the different words is the
implication that trees have some kind of sentience or
awareness. This, of course, is the point being made by
Wohlleben and Simard.
Of significance, Wohlleben is not some unrealistic
dreamer—he conducted about 25 years of scientific
research in Canada’s westcoast rainforests, and Suzanne
Simard, the eminent forest ecologist from UBC, has
created her own stir in academic circles.

Wood Wide Web

Simard, a forest ecologist from UBC, has been studying
the intelligence of trees for about 25 years. When you walk
in a forest, she says, you see trees, but ‘underground there
is ... a world of infinite biological pathways that connect
trees and allow them to communicate, and allow the
forest to behave as if it’s a single organism. It might
remind you of a sort of intelligence’.
Simard has documented this intelligence using tracer
isotopes such as carbon-13, to show how ‘birches and
Douglas fir supply each other with carbon and nutrients,
while taking turns as the dominant partner in the
exchange.’ (Macleans, September 19/16). This
interdependence is often so strong that felling one tree
can cause the other to die.
Such interdependence is even between Plantae and
Protista kingdoms. The mycorrhizal networks that form
the living body of fungi—their fruiting bodies are
mushrooms—have no photosynthesis to produce the
sugars they need, so they get this essential nutrition from
trees in exchange for elements such as nitrogen,
phosphorus and carbon. ‘The connection runs so deep
that from 20–80% of the tree’s sugars can be transferred
to the fungi, while the transfer of nitrogen to trees is such
that without the swap, trees would be toy-sized.’ (New
Statesman, October 26/16).
The fungi, in addition to assisting the roots absorb
water, also manufacture complex chemicals that increase
the trees’ resistance to diseases. ‘The mycorrhizal fungi
are now known to have a bond of mutualism with the
roots—a symbiotic connection from which both parties
benefit’ (Ibid.). As Simard explains, ‘Plant communities
are driven not only by competition, but by cooperation,’
adding that, ‘Forests may be more socialist than we
thought.’ The boundary between tree and fungus is so
indistinct that the fungi’s tiny hyphae tubes—hundreds of
kilometres of them under a single footstep — are fully
integrated into the cellular structure of tree roots.
Furthermore, as Simard has discovered, the thin
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threads of the fungal mycelium form a kind of
underground internet—now called the Wood Wide
Web—allowing trees to pass nutrients and electrochemical signals over distances from 20 to 200 metres
among hundreds of trees. ‘These plants are not really
individuals in the sense that Darwin thought they were
individuals competing for survival of the fittest,’ she says,
‘In fact they are interacting with each other, trying to help
each other survive.’
But this complex communication system is something
we might have suspected since learning that trees and
fungi have co-existed for 450 million years. Indeed, an
absence of communication or cooperation would be
unlikely.
These interactions are now quite easy to document,
thanks to the work of scientists such as Simard. Isotopes
of carbon can be added to only one tree, then its
distribution and proportions can be measured in the
surrounding trees and fungi. Reversing the process will
indicate the degree of nutrient exchange in the opposite
direction.
Forests, Simard has proven, ‘are complex systems with
hubs and networks that overlap’. Old trees are located at
these hubs. Take out too many of them, then the forest
loses the feedback, adaptation and genetic wisdom that
gives it resilience, ‘and the whole system collapses’.

Mutual Support & Character

By examining the metabolism of trees over time,
Wohlleben has found that trees in a beech forest
synchronize their photosynthesis so that each grows ‘into
the best tree it can be’. This is not competition but a system
of ‘mutual support’. Indeed, a forest is a community that
functions for the betterment of all its members.
Wohlleben, in his more poetic description of trees,
notes that they have ‘individual characters’. Some, which
he describes as having more ‘anxiety’ than others, will
drop their leaves early to avoid the damage of autumn
storms. Others are riskier, willing to take the chance for a
little extra growth. Some are more gregarious than others,
doing more communicating and trading—cedars,
apparently, tend to be loners.
We, of course, would attribute this tree behaviour to
genetics. But couldn’t we say the same about the character
of any human being? Children clearly have innate
personalities, pre-packaged in their genetic structure.
They grow up expressing these qualities. Why would we
expect a tree to be any different?
The human analogy comes even closer with Dr.
Simard’s discovery that parent trees give preferential
treatment to their offspring when exchanging sugars and
nutrition. While they may share with fungi and other
trees, they give particular care to their own seedlings.
Since they can’t move to protect them from threatening
conditions, they can supervise their growth so they
become strong, disease resistant, insect aware, and ready
to inherit the space when their parent dies. (These ideas,
incidentally, fit with previous research that trees emit
pheromones to warn other trees of disease or insect
attacks. In response, the forewarned trees change their
leaf chemistry to be less susceptible to the disease or less
appealing to the insect.)

Learning From Trees

We accept that dogs, ant and robins all live in a different
reality than we do. But the more we know about them, the
better we can imagine what their lives must be like. Unlike
a hummingbird, we don’t have wings to flap many times
per second or the minds to routinely remember 500
flowers in succession, so we let them be themselves and
appreciate the marvel of their existence.
Now we have scientists opening our doors of
perception about trees. If our sense of forests and trees
changes because of this new awareness, it will be for our
betterment. Consider this a necessary part of the
awareness we need if we are to function mindfully and
wisely on this most amazing of all planets.
So, the sense of peace, order, design and collective
intelligence we get when being in a mature forest is now
supported by scientific evidence. Indeed, the feeling of
cooperation, harmony and tranquility exuded by such
forests derives from multitudes of species all living
together in a community of sharing, nurturing and
communicating. The complexity and sophistication is
easily comparable to a human culture or civilization. 0

