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Islands Trust
hires new
planning director
The Islands Trust has hired a new
director of local planning services, a
senior position in the organization and
one that supervises professional
planning staff in three offices.
‘I’m absolutely delighted to announce
that Mac Fraser will be joining our
management team in this key role,’ said
Linda Adams, chief administrative
officer of the Islands Trust. ‘Mac is well
known in government circles on
Vancouver Island and is respected for
his leadership, energy, creativity and a
strong personal commitment to
sustainable community planning
principles. We anticipate great things as
he brings his talents and passion to the
unique challenges that face the Islands
Trust Area.
‘Now, more than ever, the Gulf
Islands are the focus of international
attention and interest, along with
increased pressures from development
and tourism. New leadership for our
planning unit is a significant part of the
transformation we are undertaking to
ensure that we can uphold our mandate
to preserve and protect this special area
for all British Columbians.’
Fraser brings more than 30 years of
experience in public service management
and planning to his new role at the
Islands Trust. As the former chief
administrative officer for the Village of
Cumberland, he played a leadership role
in founding and chairing the ‘Saving
Small Towns’ conference, held each
spring for the past four years. The
conference has focused on the protection
and enhancement of the environmental,
social and economic features that keep
rural communities strong.
While in Cumberland, Fraser also
facilitated several major planning
processes, provided regulatory and legal
advice to the Village Council and served
as subdivision Approving Officer. In
addition, he is co-chair of a professional
group that advocates for water
sustainability in new development, is an
associate of the University of British
Columbia through the Small Towns
Initiative and has participated in the
development
of
Low
Impact
Development Standards bylaws.
‘I believe the Islands Trust Area is one
of British Columbia’s greatest treasures
and I am honoured to have been offered
this position,’ said Fraser. ‘I am attracted
by the clarity of the Islands Trust mandate
and the passionate commitment of
elected officials and staff to uphold it on
behalf of the Trust Area residents, and
British Columbians in general.’
Before he joins the Islands Trust,
Fraser will complete a consulting
TRUST PLANNER, please turn to page 2
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Picture postcard Sturdies Bay, Galiano Island, hopefully a final snow scene for the year.
Commentary by Chris Bowers

TILMA forum in
Nanaimo
Haven’t heard of TILMA? You are not alone. Despite
the wide ranging implications of this agreement
British Columbians and local governments are just
beginning to learn about the existence of this
agreement and its impacts. Notwithstanding the three
years it took to negotiate this deal, minimal public
consultation was held and the majority of that appears
to have occurred in the business sector. Following
those furtive beginnings, the quietly negotiated
agreement was signed with little fanfare on April 28,
2006. It will be coming into effect on April 1 this year.
At a January 31 forum in Nanaimo, Leonard Krog
MLA for Nanaimo described the agreement as: ‘A race
to the bottom. This agreement gives up our
sovereignty under the constitution, and our rights as
citizens and yet the Liberals have no plan to deal with
this in the legislature.’
Jim Sinclair President of BC Federation of Labour
commented, ‘This agreement is not about labour
mobility, it is about giving corporations the right to
make money. … Local governments and small business
will be the most profoundly impacted by this
agreement. … This agreement could undermine any
step we take to protect BC from the export of resources.’
These are a few of the statements by the two
panellists during the forum on the BC/Alberta Trade,
Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement
organised by Citizens for Fair Trade, a partnership of
the Nanaimo Labour Council and the Nanaimo NDP
to discuss the consequences of the agreement.
In essence TILMA makes provisions for anyone to
challenge regulations they deem unfair to investors.
BC/Alberta regulations will be ‘harmonised’ to the least
restrictive level, and while there are a number of
exemptions listed under TILMA, there is also a
commitment to review those exemptions, and to make
regulations about them as non-restrictive as possible.
This agreement will prevent local governments
from making ethical purchasing plans, hiring local
workers, and from using local products and services
for anything more than the smallest of projects. All
others projects must be put to tender for all BC and
Alberta businesses to bid on. Under this agreement
‘Fair Wage’ regulations will be seen as restrictions to
trade and could be challenged. In fact, had it been in
effect at the time of the construction of the Inner
Island Highway on Vancouver Island, the highway
could not have been built as it was by local labour.
Further, any businesses such as fast food
franchises or ‘big box’ stores that are refused
application to set up in small communities will be able
to take their grievance to a panel of three unelected
officials who could grant them up to $5 million in
‘restitution’. The panel’s decision is final.
So you may be wondering why local governments
are not up in arms about this deal. Interestingly local
government does not appear to be one of the group of
‘stake holders’ with whom the Liberal government
TILMA, please turn to page 3

Safety reports galore–still awaiting
Queen of the North report ~ Patrick Brown
BC Ferries is at last talking about safety—and so
are others. A second Transportation Safety
Board (TSB) advisory relating to the January 9
Quinsam incident was released on January 22.
Former Provincial Auditor George Morfitt’s
long-awaited report on safety at BC Ferries was
released on January 22. BC Ferries’ divisional
enquiry report on the Quinsam incident was
released on January 26.
This sudden flood of information on safety at
BC Ferries is a gratifying response to public
concerns expressed in January. As yet, there are
still no investigative reports on the sinking of the
Queen of the North: a BC Ferries’ enquiry is
expected to go on for about two more months.

Quinsam Reports
On January 9, the Gabriola ferry Quinsam
departed unexpectedly from its Nanaimo
terminal while still loading, breaking its
mooring lines and dumping a Gabriola
resident’s pickup truck into the water.
As previously reported (Island Tides,
January 25, 2007), the TSB’s January 16
advisory had recommending that all BC Ferries
equipped with RAD (right-angle drive) units be
equipped with alarms that would indicate when
the RAD units were not assuming the positions
indicated by wheelhouse instrumentation. The
TSB second advisory suggests that tie-up
arrangements be reviewed throughout the fleet
and that ‘more robust’ arrangements be adopted.
BC Ferries’ January 26 divisional report on
the incident states that after a thorough
examination and testing of the machinery and
equipment of the Quinsam, it concluded that
there was no mechanical or electrical fault that
caused the unexpected movement of the vessel,
but that human factors were the probable
cause. An exhaustive and detailed review of the
actions of all crew at the time pinpointed the
problem as a ‘hot transfer’ of control over the
RAD units from one set of controls to the other
on this double-ended ferry.
Normally, the ferry is kept snugged up to the
dock and ramp by running the engines forward
at a low-power setting. The possibility was that
both sets of controls were not perfectly
synchronized, and that when the ‘hot transfer’
was initiated by the crew, it caused an
unexpected change in the RAD settings.
The report recommended the installation of
alarms and the review of mooring gear (as in
the TSB advisories) and also made
recommendations on procedures and sound
signals.

Morfitt Ferry Safety Report
Initiated by the Queen of the North sinking, the
Morfitt Report makes it clear from the outset
that BC’s ferries are safe: ‘… overall, the
company is operating a safe coastal ferry

transportation system. The company directors,
management and staff are highly committed to
operational safety, both for the travelling public
and for BC Ferries’ personnel.’
But it’s not perfect: ‘Nevertheless, there are
a number of areas identified in this report
where safety and related administrative
processes and procedures should be
strengthened. We have brought these to the
company’s attention and it has stated its
commitment to addressing each of those areas
in a timely manner.’
BC Ferries has a Safety Management
System (SMS), says Morfitt, but it doesn’t have
a plan: ‘the company should have a strategic
goal that pertains directly to that priority, with
identified tactics, measures and targets related
to achieving that goal.’
Without the plan, he says, implementation
of the SMS is uneven, needs a review, and
better orientation and training is necessary: ‘BC
Ferries has not taken the necessary steps to
ensure buy-in to the SMS as being fundamental
to operational safety.’

‘On-Time’ Higher Priority
Than Safety
He further notes that bonuses for management
(right up to the CEO) are predicated on the
system’s on-time record, and not on safety.
This, he suggests, results in an emphasis on
keeping to schedule, possibly to the detriment
of
strict
safety
procedures.
His
recommendations include ensuring that there
is adequate time for proper watch handovers
and exercise of vessel clearance protocols
across the fleet.

Risk Assessment and
Management
Morfitt also criticizes the 1997 SMS for not
incorporating priorities based on risk
management principles. These principles
would ensure, he says, that areas of greatest
risk would receive the most attention.
Clearly, Morfitt’s greatest nightmare is
Active Pass, where two superferries from
opposite directions meet and execute close
quarters tight turns many times each day. He
notes that alternatives to this simultaneous
transit of the pass have been considered, but
rejected. He also notes that special attention
has been given to both crew procedures and
ship’s equipment (such as backup steering
hydraulics) to reduce the risk. Nevertheless, he
recommends a further risk assessment of this
practice.

Employee Relations
Morfitt puts considerable emphasis in his
report on employee relations. He suggests
FERRY SAFETY, please turn to page 2
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Commentary on Climate Change ~ Patrick Brown

The Great Chinese Carbon
Credit Scam

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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One of the strategies that was proposed by the previous
Canadian government (so Canada could appear to meet its
Kyoto greenhouse gas reduction targets) was the purchase of
GHG credits which are generated by ‘green’ projects in
developing countries. We’ve previously suggested that this
scheme was vulnerable to misuse (see ‘The Carbon Credit Myth’
in Island Tides’ June 15, 2006 edition). A fascinating example
has just come to light.

A Chinese Approach
China is now second only to the United States in GHG
emissions, but it has no Kyoto set targets. It is also a ‘developing’
country which can host ‘Clean Development Mechanism’
(CDM) projects (see box). Recently, the Wall Street Journal
reported on the approach taken by one of these projects to
selling GHG credits—and making a profit on them. Here’s how
it goes.
The Shanghai 3F New Materials Co manufactures the
refrigerant HFC-22, producing the greenhouse gas HFC-23 as a
by-product which would normally be released into the
atmosphere. HFC-23 is said to be thousands of times more
potent as a greenhouse gas than CO2, and thus not releasing it
can generate enormous tradable (under CDM) CO2 credits.
(According to Radio Nederland, HFC-23 is one of the gases
targeted by the Montreal Convention, the purpose of which was
to eliminate hydrofluorocarbons which caused holes on the
earth’s ozone layer.)
So two Chinese companies in Jiangsu province are set up to
process HFC-23. These two companies intend to destroy (to
quote the Wall Street Journal) ‘about 125 million so-called CO2equivalent tonnes’ of the gas. For this service they will be paid
about $8 an ‘equivalent tonne,’ by a consortium that includes
the World Bank, Deutsche Bank AG, and Mitsui & Co, for a total
of about $1 billion.

Profits for All
But the actual cost of destroying the HFC-23 is only about $1 an
‘equivalent tonne’, so there are handsome profits to be made.
The Chinese government, for its part, has mandated that
only 100% Chinese-owned companies can sell carbon credits.
And the proceeds of those sales are taxed at 65%, earmarked for
a fund that is used to promote cleaner forms of energy.
So everybody wins, right? European companies are happy to
purchase World Bank-certified carbon Indulgences for $9 a
tonne (or maybe a little more); the Chinese companies make a
nice profit (more than they are making from the underlying
refrigerant); the Chinese government makes a nice profit; the
World Bank has product to make its carbon credit market run;
and the financial traders make nice brokerage fees with a new

Clean Development Mechanism
(CDM) Projects
The CDM is described in Article 12 of the Kyoto protocol, and
is administered by the Conference of the Parties of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change.
In theory, these ‘green’ projects typically carry out
economic development using technology that would either
produce less greenhouse gases than conventional
technologies, or would actually absorb greenhouse gases
(such as growing young tropical trees). The payment made for
the GHG credits would go to finance the costs of making these
projects ‘green’; without this payment, the project would
either add to worldwide GHG emissions or at least would not
reduce them.
GHG credits are expressed in tonnes of CO2 not released
into the atmosphere. The idea of trading in carbon credits is that
since GHG’s are distributed evenly over the globe, it doesn’t
matter where you reduce them as long as you reduce them.
All this is to be managed through something called the Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM), which ensures that the
projects are actually carried out, ensures that the required
greenhouse gases are actually reduced or absorbed, ensures that
the money goes to the right place, issues certificates and
documentation, and provides a veneer of respectability to the
whole thing.

Potential for Fraud
Clearly, though, the potential for fraud is considerable. In
Europe, a number of nations have already set up a ‘cap and
trade’ system for major corporations, in which GHG credits
have become a tradable, if volatile, commodity.
Prices varied wildly in the early days. The market assumed
that all credits, once certified by the appropriate nations, were
interchangeable, even though these same nations were
responsible for also setting the ‘caps’ (or GHG emission limits)
which require some industrial GHG emitters to purchase
credits and gave others large quantities to sell. The World
Bank, encouraging the market, estimates that it was worth
$21.5 billion in the first three quarters of 2006, about double
the figure for all of 2005.
The principle of ‘cap and trade’ is that a corporation that is
exceeding its ‘cap’ has the choice of either reducing its
production or installing new technology (to reduce its
emissions), or of purchasing GHG credits, presumably at
lower cost, from others (to reduce other people’s emissions).
This process has been, validly I believe, compared to the sale
of Papal Indulgences. And some of these Indulgences come
cheaper than others.
powerful ‘product’ to trade.
Of all the CDM-eligible countries, China now produces 60%
of the carbon credits, with India next at 15%. Europe and the
UK, with their cap-and-trade systems, purchase 85% of these
credits. But what is this actually doing for climate change? 

FERRY SAFETY from page 1
strongly that safety requires ‘an organizational culture that is
fully supportive, open, empowering and receptive.’ However, he
points out that a number of employees ‘indicated it was punitive
(controlling, closed and impervious).’
There is a process known as Voluntary Individual Safety
Observation Reporting System (VISORS) that enables
individual crew members and terminal personnel to report any
safety issues or concerns; in other words, a procedure for
whistle-blowing. However, indicates Morfitt, whistle-blowers
must sign their names and there is a perception that they are not
protected.
He notes: ‘During our review, we observed tension in the
relationship between the company and the union.’ He continues:
‘This situation is, in our view, largely dysfunctional and poses
significant impediment to resolving operational safety issues
and ensuring continuous improvements to the SMS.’

Casual Staff
Morfitt notes that a very large number of the employees are
classified as ‘casual’ and that, particularly in the summer, there
is a large proportion of inexperienced staff, due to high year-toyear turnover. Despite a recently implemented automated crew
selection and assignment system, he feels that there are
problems making up crews. He recommended attention be
given to the criteria for crew selection and assignment to
promote greater cohesion and synergy among bridge crews.
He also raises questions as to the reliability of the human
resources database on which the automated system depends:
‘the input of personnel information and program controls needs
to be improved to ensure that staff are not assigned to positions
for which they are not qualified.’
He goes so far as to suggest that the turnover of casual staff

would be reduced if there were a larger group of ‘regular part
time’ employees, as recommended in the BCFS/Union
mediation agreement. Little progress, he says, seems to have
been made on this.

Training
Morfitt said that BC Ferries needs to continue to accelerate the
rate of bridge resource management training, and also continue
a program of refresher training. He also highlighted other
training needs, including crowd management and control for
emergencies. (He emphasized, however, that safety and
emergency equipment was of the highest quality.)
He recommended ‘standardizing routine and critical
operating procedures so that, no matter what ship one is on,
procedures are undertaken the same way’, and the
communication and use of ‘best practices’ throughout the fleet.
A problem, he said, was ensuring that staff are made familiar
with each new work site and are given appropriate exposure to
the intricacies of that site.

Incident Investigation
The number of incidents reported and investigated is declining
year-by-year. Morfitt noted that investigations of accidents and
incidents took too long, and that some incidents are never
reported for fear of fault-finding. He recommended increased
training in this area for key personnel. He also suggested that
internal safety audit personnel needed to spend less time on
paperwork and more time in the field. He criticized the advance
scheduling of safety audits, remarking that they lacked the
element of surprise.
Finally, Morfitt noted that the company now had a security
plan under development. 

TRUST PLANNER from page 1
contract for the Town of Creston. He is expected to begin his first
day of work at the Islands Trust at the end of April.
The Islands Trust is responsible for managing development
while preserving and protecting the unique environment of the

Islands Trust Area. The area covers the islands and waters
between the British Columbia mainland and southern
Vancouver Island. It includes 13 major islands and more than
450 smaller islands covering 5,200 square kilometres. 

ISLAND TIDES, Feb 8, 2007, Page 3

Saturna Island ~ Priscilla Ewbank
appy Snowdrop blossoms to you! Within my winter
fatigued garden—frosty leaf-brown and white, are
several areas bright with green strap leaves and little
white blossoms. Right now, they are the most noticeable and
appreciated plant messengers that spring is coming!
The days are longer—the change is happening so quickly that
I find my timing is off when I check my watch—it’s 5:30pm not
4:30pm before the day shuts down, even with fog and full cloud
cover. This light sparks a little excitement, fantasies of doing this
and that, memories of warmth and long days of light, filled with
colour and growth.

H

Ground-Truthing the Map
Last Sunday at the Community Hall, Todd Golumbia, ecologist
for Parks Canada presented a detailed map of Saturna Island.
Golumbia’s map illustrates landforms, and specifically all
manner of groundcover. He showed a computer presentation of
the map and had copies spread out on tables for people to
peruse. The mapping is quite detailed and on the computer has
the many overlays for specific species of trees, types of land
cover, fresh water and cultivated land. Parks Canada will use the
map as a reference for making land use decisions, creating
inventories and setting baseline data.
I am sure that Todd Golumbia was pleased that his
Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping Project had immediate
appreciation and application from Saturna Islanders! He
obviously enjoyed the process of making the map and explained
its history and expected uses in detail. This map is also available
on the Parks Canada website. Golumbia asks that people check
it minutely for accuracy. Much material was assembled from
helicopter surveys and must be ground-truthed. The value of any
map is only as good as the accuracy of its information.
On the spot, we engaged in assessing the map. A lively
discussion ensued about walk-in campsites at Winter Cove
park—where would they be sited? Our intimate local knowledge
of Winter Cove led to a pertinent question, ‘What does Winter
Cove park look like in winter when the sloughs are full of water
and much of the land is wet?’ Did the map put show winter
conditions or summer conditions? It also became apparent that
none of us knew how large an area was a normal designation for
campsites. A map overlay showing size and placement would
immediately rule out some places and bring to light alternatives.
Actually walking the earth at Winter Cove is a next step.
Much information for the map came from the 1990 Sensitive
Ecosystem Inventory (updated in 2004) and Island Trust
mapping. The key management challenge is oceanfront areas
due to heavy development. Todd had a series of aerial
photographs of Pender from the 1940s to now—the changes are
immense and speak to the need for mapping—so that the
relentless loss of ecosystems and habitat is very visible to us.

Burns Night
Robbie Burns never even dreamed of Saturna Island, I’m sure.
Yet every year a big part of our Island population shows up to
attend the Lions Club fundraising dinner with the ceremony and
hoopla that attend a modern day commemoration of the bard of
Scotland’s birthday.
TILMA from page 1
conferred. Despite this oversight, mayors and
councils and the UBCM have been alerted by
the NDP’s Jenny Kwan and Charlie Wyse, and
by letters from ordinary citizens—all of whom
are asking a range of questions about the
agreement and the impacts it will have on their
quality of life.
Those questions would no doubt have been
asked in the Legislature as well, had the
government not cancelled the entire fall session.
Now growing apprehension about the
impacts of this deal, have lead many to suspect
that the desire to keep TILMA a secret for as long
as possible is precisely the reason the Liberals
decided not to convene the legislature last fall.

imagine

Our phone book reveals surnames associated with Scotland and
the Isles and is a strong comment on where Islanders come from. We
even have two residents with soft Scottish accents that lend
themselves to Burn’s verses and the traditional blessing and speeches.
I appreciate a country that is credited with so many reasoned,
practical inventions and discoveries and has a national poet held
in such veneration!
So here we were on January 27 at the Rec Centre, decorated in
honour of the event by organizers Leslie Mayher and Patty Fraba,
listening to: MC Ian Smyth telling Scottish jokes whose punch
lines depended on the national traits ascribed to Scots, Jon Guy’s
hilarious invention of a history of the haggis, the traditional
addresses and toasts to the ladies and gentlemen, and, in great
appreciation, to actor Edmund Coulter read verses from Burn’s
poems. The Pender Island Highlanders band was also a big part of
the event. Sporraned and kilted, playing bagpipes and drums and
marching with precision, they were very entertaining.
After the great meal, prepared by Harvey Janszen and
assistants, the Pender Pipers played the Cumberland Reel. Lynn
Piper, who has studied Scottish dancing, danced the reel so
elegantly it was a joy to see. The Lions were delighted to make
$3,000 from a silent auction of good and services organized by
Al and Kathy Stonehouse—apparently Scots are more generous
in these latter times, and there was a group of Sassenachs to
bolster the revenues.
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A New Fire Chief

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING

John Wiznuk is Saturna’s new firechief. John is a dedicated, wellinformed firefighter, part of our volunteer firefighters since 1992.
John has many years of experience and a good range of expertise,
in firefighting and in training and running programs. John was a
member of Pender Island Fire / Rescue for several years and is
much interested in inter-Island cooperation; he has helped with
the annual Youth Fire Camp on Pender Island. Readers will know
him as a contributor to Island Tides and John is also a regular
contributor to Firefighting in Canada.
Many thanks has been given to past firechief, Terry Danyliw.
Terry spent 6 years in the job and brought our fire department a
long way during his tenure. Saturna’s community appreciates his
great dedication to making Saturna Island a safer place to live. 
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University of Victoria
on Salt Spring Island!

For the love of learning—no exams, no
prerequisites! The Division of Continuing Studies at
the University of Victoria is offering the following
non-credit courses on Salt Spring Island this spring.

Travel Photography: the Basics
Instructor: Chris Mundigler, ACA, BA
Course Code: ASSI320 2007S1 E01
Date: Saturdays, March 10 to April 21,
1 to 3 pm, 6 sessions
Fee: $93.00 plus $5.58 GST
Note: No class on April 7

A Morning in… Austria
Instructor: Chris Mundigler, ACA, BA
Course Code: ASSI321 2007S1 E01
Dates: Saturday, February 24, 10 am to noon,
1 session
Fee: $20.00 plus $1.20 GST

To Be Free
Writing Workshops
Instructor: Salt Spring Island resident Evelyn C.
White, author of the acclaimed biography, Alice
Walker: A Life (W.W. Norton, 2004).
Course Code: ASSI324 2007K1 E01
Dates: Saturday, April 21: 9 am to noon and
Sunday, April 22, 1 to 4 pm, 2 sessions
Fee: $125.00 plus $7.50 GST

An Afternoon in… Sicily and Malta
Instructor: Chris Mundigler, ACA, BA
Course Code: ASSI322 2007S1 E01
Date: Saturday, February 24, 1 to 3 pm, 1 session
Fee: $20.00 plus $1.20 GST

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria

7:30 - 9:30pm
Community
Gospel Chapel
FREE

Salt Spring’s Institute for Sustainability,
Education & Action

Our National Park Reserve affords the highest level of protection
to the small islands and islets that dot our sounds and channels.
Parks Canada asks that local groups and citizens be aware that
the islets are closed and to help inform visitors of the reasoning
behind the closures.
These islets are important refuges for native plants, birds and
are haul-outs for marine mammals. Species at risk such as the
Common Murre and the Double Crested Pelagic and Brandt’s
Cormorants depend on these islets for roosting, feeding and
nesting. Many birds will abandon their young or lose valuable
energy evading humans intruders.
Species are already stressed due to climate change. The closeviewing possibilities of animals and plants in their native
surroundings is tempting, but be respectful and leave them be in
the tiny areas they have left.

Considering the bewilderment this
confusingly written and innocuous looking
document has created among many who have
attempted to read it, another possibility is that
even the Liberals are not really sure about the
ramifications of TILMA.
While one understands that trade lawyers
do need to make a living, ordinary citizens are
not happy in the suspicion that even senior
government bureaucrats (perhaps including
the ones who wrote the deal) will not
completely understand the implications of this
agreement until business begins to challenge
regulations it doesn’t like. 
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Archaeology of Europe and Asia

To receive a brochure or to register, contact
Janet King at (250) 721-8827
or jking@uvcs.uvic.ca

Instructor: Chris Mundigler, ACA, BA
Course Code: ASSI323 2007S E01
Date: Saturdays, March 10 to April 21
10 am to noon, 6 sessions
Fee: $93.00 plus $5.58 GST
Note: No class on April 7

www.continuingstudies.uvic.ca

#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Don’t miss the new Island photos at www.islandtides.com

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Editorial : Blind to blind trust?
he issue of Premier Campbell knowing that he held Alcan
shares at the time that he was dealing with Alcan over the
company’s proposed sale of power to BC Hydro has
received a good deal of media interest.
It is customary for cabinet ministers and senior officials,
whose duties inevitably include dealing with business, to divest
themselves of all their business interests for the period that they
hold office. This is often done through the creation of a blind
trust. The premier says that the way he was handling his
investments was essentially the same thing. But it wasn’t. It
wasn’t divestment, it wasn’t blind, and it wasn’t a trust.
It could be that Premier Campbell is in violation of the 1996
Members Conflict of Interest Act (c287). Interestingly, while
most jurisdictions have legislation that prohibits actual conflicts
of interest, British Columbia’s Act also prohibits apparent
conflicts, as follows:
2. (1) For the purposes of this Act, a member has a conflict
of interest when the member exercises an official power or
performs an official duty or function in the execution of his
or her office and at the same time knows that in the

T
13,500 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies delivered to
Southern Islands’ households

5,000 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney,Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo & Horseshoe Bay
www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Priscilla Ewbank, Chris Bowers, Helen Schnare

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $26.50
International Subs: $60.00 • Free online in PDF format

www.islandtides.com
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

performance of the duty or function or in the exercise of
the power there is the opportunity to further his or her
private interest.
(2) For the purposes of this Act, a member has an
apparent conflict of interest if there is a reasonable
perception, which a reasonably well informed person
could properly have, that the member’s ability to exercise
an official power or perform an official duty or function
must have been affected by his or her private interest.
We cannot conceive that Premier Campbell’s shareholding
(which was probably not large) would make any difference to his
obvious enthusiasm for the Alcan deal. However he has clearly
been careless about the appearance of conflict.
A blind trust is a recognized legal agreement that prevents a
public servant from having any knowledge of, or influence over,
his business interests while he is in office. The premier didn’t
care enough about what BC’s citizens might think to bother to set
one up. This despite the fact that there is practically nothing a
premier does that wouldn’t affect his business interests in some
way. 

Galiano’s Forest lot review off on a different track
aliano’s Forest Policy Review has been re-routed (some
say de-railed). Phase Two has been cancelled and the
entire process rescinded by the Local Trust Committee
(LTC) on January 10.
The move followed the resignation of the new three member
mediation panel in December before Phase Two had got
underway. The minutes of the December 13 Local Trust
Committee report the mediators as writing that ‘that they had
been surprised and disappointed by allegations of conflict of
interest and bias, lack of full support by a member of the Local
Trust Committee, chronic resistance to process choices and
people questioning their competence. They believe the
challenges posed by these allegations, apparently voiced by a
small number of people who may or may not be representative,
overwhelm their ability to be effective. Their decision was to
remove themselves as facilitators.’
At the December 13 meeting, when asked about public
influence on trustees support for the Phase Two, Trustee Smith
replied that once the Forest Lot Owners Association and the
Ratepayers withdrew [from the review], he became concerned
about the viability of the process.
Subsequently, planner Brodie Porter in a staff report
presented on January 10, gave four options for proceeding. He
advocated Option D, that Galiano’s Local Trust Committee
convene a process to be conducted by themselves. This is the
path for which the LTC has opted.
A frequent objection to the original mediated Forest Policies
Review was that it was not broad enough. As explained in a flyer
distributed by mail on Galiano, the focus of this new process has,
ironically, been narrowed to one essential question: ‘the
possibility of establishing the right to a dwelling as a permitted
use on F1 zoned lots by amending the Official Community Plan
and Land Use Bylaw as needed.’
The process will have four steps: general input from the
public (February 17), trustee reflection on public input, an
opportunity for the LTC to present example proposals and
specific public input on example proposals (March 17).
So deep is the level of distrust on the Island that opinions
have been expressed by some Galianoites that this entire recent
sequence of events could only have engineered to de-rail the
Forest Policies Review because, apart from Phase One’s abrupt
end, the high-quality of participation and democracy exhibited

G

by the community last summer did not suit the purposes of some
people.
Like it or not, a new process is beginning and it ill betides
anyone on the Island to ignore it. In the spirit of new beginnings
here is a kick-off proposal. In the Land Use Bylaw, there are three
options for rezoning F1 lots (to RR/FH, F3 and FLR) all of which
allow a dwelling. An additional option might be to allow a dwelling
use on F1 lots without rezoning under the following binding
conditions (on which access to local services are predicated):
• the land would remain zoned F1 in order not to be trumped
by PMFL regulations; a condition might be that the property
could not be in, or must be withdrawn from PMFL,
• responsible extraction and use of groundwater (if the
province won’t act on this, GLTC must pass bylaws requiring
registration and testing of wells) ; no wells in recharge area
• responsible forestry (no clearcutting, a proper forestry plan,
retention of heritage trees),
• no further subdivision except by zoning change, as per
current bylaws,
• no cottages or accessory buildings that could be lived in,
• a specified maximum finished floor area,
• proper emergency access,
• building restrictions 0n steep slopes, setbacks, wetlands,
seasonal creeks, etc.
• specified amount of firefighting water storage close to the
dwelling,
• easements for a trail network which would respect building
locations,
• sign-off on a road plan (which would assume no further
subdivision) including Dionisio and Pebble Beach public
access,
• existing non-conforming structures to remain nonconforming.
This F1 dwelling proposal would not change subdivision rules
and might not need an OCP amendment. It would, of course,
have to be structured so that PMFL regulations did not nullify
any of these conditions, especially number of dwellings. The
addition of 96 dwellings under this proposal is the absolutely the
top number that the community could be expected to cope with
and maintain its integrity.
As it is, 96 extra households would present a challenge.
However, it’s a thought, we look forward to hearing others. 

Readers’ Letters
Young Folks, Where Are You?
Dear Editor:
I am writing to appeal for more diverse community participation
in the Galiano Forest 1 review meetings on February 17 and
March 17 as outlined in the recent Local Trust Committee’s
mailout.
Although many community members attended the six
meetings in Phase 1 of a process which was recently curtailed,
there were very few younger adults or youth present.
It is distressing to realise that whole sectors of our vibrant
community with their unique ideas and aspirations are not
being heard or represented.
For the future of our community and our Island, I urge
people to attend the meetings or write to the trustees with their
thoughts and concerns.
Diana Lilly, Galiano Island

Farming Dispute

Dear Editor:
Thank you for your coverage of the first half of Pender Island's
first-ever hearing under British Columbia’s new Right to Farm
legislation (‘Right to Farm Hearing,’ January 27, 2007 edition).

The BC Right to Farm Act was passed in 1997 by the, then,
NDP government. Its intent was to protect farmers from
‘nuisance’ lawsuits brought by their neighbours who disagree
with their farming practices. As Pender continues to grow and
more people move here, no doubt the Act will be called on again
to mediate between farmers and their neighbours.
As you reported, the hearing held last month at Poet’s Cove
was part of a process to determine whether the actions of
Morning Bay (of which I am the owner) in creating our vineyard
constituted ‘normal farm practice.’
So far, the Complainants’ case has been presented. The
second half of the hearing is to take place March 6 and 7 in
Sidney at the Mary Winspear Centre, 9am–5pm. At that time
Morning Bay will present its case, including testimony from
hydrologists, soil scientists and viticulturists, all who will
maintain that Morning Bay’s actions constituted not just
‘normal farming practice,’ but superior environmental
responsibility in both the creation and operation of Morning Bay
Vineyard.
Keith Watt, Pender Island
LETTERS, please turn to facing page
Sustainable Architecture
Richard Iredale, Architect

Iredale Group Architecture

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.
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Did you know that buildings are a huge part of our
current global warming crisis? We can help to heal the
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Thursday, February 15

Fris & Sat, Mar 2 & 3

Imagine Salt Spring presents Elisa Campbell: Planning
for a Sustainable Community—the Director of the Design
Centre for Sustainability at UBC, Elisa will describe community
planning projects she has facilitated & share lessons learned •
Community Gospel Chapel • Doors: 7pm, talk 7:30—9:30pm •
Free • Info: Maxine Leichter 250-537-1577, Margery Moore 5374400 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Victoria Sewing and Crafts Show—over 75 seminars daily,
exhibits, demonstrations, celebrity speakers, prizes, stage shows,
shop-till-you-drop • Victoria Conference Centre • 9am–6pm daily
• 2-day pass: $10 • Info: call 1-888-245-6777 or see website at
www.sewingandcraftsshow.com • IN VICTORIA

Saturday, February 17
Mayne Island Folk Club presents Tamara Nile—Tamara
Nile was named the best new emerging artist at the Canadian Folk
Club Awards 2006; ‘like a ray of sunshine on a cold day’-Sook Yin
Lee DNTO CBC Radio • Agricultural Hall • Doors: 7pm, open
stage 7:30pm, feature 8:15pm • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday, February 24
Pender Islands Children’s Festival—entertainment, music,
song, storytelling and dancing; crafts, Dad & I Pancake Breakfast;
lots of things to do! • Community Hall • 10am–4pm • Admission
by donation • Info: 629-3669 • ON PENDER ISLAND

ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT! $30 & U P !
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Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

Sat to Sun, March 3 to 4
Exploring the Sacred Self: A Weekend
Empowerment for Women—workshops
include: drumming up spirit, herbs & women’s
cycles, divine dialogue, creative mark making,
magic of NIA dance & exploring mind power; treat
yourself/someone you love! • Fanny Bay Hall •
9am–5pm
both
days
•Info/registration:
www.rhythm-spirit.com or Barbara@ 250-3352557 • IN FANNY BAY, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Monday to Friday, March 5 to 9
Screening Mammography Program of BC Mobile Van
Visit—book your free screening mammogram today (for eligible
women 40–79); on Pender Island in the fall • Salt Spring Island
Courthouse • Info or to book an appt: 1-800-663-9203;
www.bccancer.bc.ca/breastscreening or 1-800-663-9203 • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shaw.ca
IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

LETTERS from previous page

Our Marine Highway
Dear Editor:
British Columbians are poorly served by a Ferry Corporation
which, although it is fully owned by the people of this province,
is not accountable in any way to the folks who pay the bills.
The BC Ferry Corporation receives over $130 million from
the taxpayers of BC every year. Yet there is no public scrutiny of
this operation. It is exempt from Freedom of Information
requests and its activities cannot be examined in the Legislature
Standing Committee on Crown Corporations. I believe that the
public is poorly served without these methods of scrutinizing
how their money is spent.
What the NDP believes is that the Deputy Auditor General
was right when he cautioned in December that ‘BC Ferries’
increased independence means that it is no longer answerable to
the government as shareholder.’ The NDP believes the Deputy
Auditor General was right when he recommended greater
oversight on this public resource. And the NDP believes the
Transportation Minister needs to get a handle on what's
happening in his file, so that it doesn’t take four years for the next
safety risk—identified by the Transportation Safety Board—to
finally be acted upon. A government that waits for the
Opposition to point out safety risks is a government that has
neglected its responsibility to the ferry-going public.
Would this public oversight solve every possible problem
with BC Ferries? Of course not. But there is no question that the
public is better served when they know what’s happening in an
organization they’re paying for, than when that same operation
is conducting its business behind closed doors.
BC Ferries is our marine highway, it serves as an essential
link to many isolated coastal communities and is the economic
driver to many on the islands, as well as those on the mainland.
Currently, as the Coastal Ferry Act is legislated, there is no
recognized consideration of the public interest and the wellbeing of communities. We need to work together to revisit the
Act, with public input, before we lose grasp of our vital ferry
service.
Gary Coons, MLA North Coast

The more important consideration is that we do not need to
eat cloned animals. Why exactly is this being proposed? I am
certain that the motivation is money. The businesses behind this
move believe that they can produce meat cheaper than
producers presently can. We do not need more cheap meat.
Canadians spend the lowest percentage of their disposable
incomes on food of anyone on this planet. There is not a global
food shortage, let alone a Canadian food shortage. The problems
with our food system stem from problems with distribution,
with economic inequalities, with unsustainable farming
practices, with tragically low farm incomes, with a lack of a
national food culture, with the marketing of junk food to
children, and with widespread disconnection of consumers from
their food sources. The problems with our food system and our
national health (yes, the two are connected) do not stem from a
lack of cheap meat. Please consult with nutritionists (but not the
ones on the payroll of the Canadian beef producers) and ask
them if more cheap beef will improve the health of Canadians.
For most of our parents and grandparents, beef was an
occasional luxury. Nearly all dieticians will agree this is the place
beef should hold in our diets. Nearly all environmentalists will
agree this is the place beef should hold in our diets. The large
multi-national corporations that control the food industry will
lobby hard against this stance.
Canadians have not asked for cloned beef. I imagine that if
cloned beef were to be clearly labeled in the grocery store, it
would not sell well. This issue has parallels with genetically
engineered foods. GE foods are so unpopular with consumers
that the companies that produce them have successfully
pressured governments in Canada to prevent clear labeling of
GE ingredients. They know that if consumers were allowed
informed choice, they would choose not to buy these items. Are
the South American consumers currently being sold cloned
meat being given informed choice?
Please exercise the precautionary principle, remember that
your first loyalty is to the citizens who elected you, and oppose
the release of cloned meat for human consumption.
Heather Stretch, Northbrook Farm, Saanichton

Cloned Meat Approved For Sale In US

Betty Krawczyk Support from Germany

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to Prime Minister Harper,
Chuck Strahl (Minister of Agriculture and Agrifood), Rona
Ambrose (Environment) and Saanich MP Gary Lunn.
Dear Mr. Harper:
I was shocked and disturbed to hear that the FDA in the USA
is expected to approve the sale of products from cloned animals
for human consumption. Please do not allow Canada to make a
similar decision. I don’t know for sure that widespread cloning
of animals is dangerous. However no one on this planet knows
for sure that the long-term, wide-spread cloning of animals (and
human consumption of said animals) is completely safe.

Editor’s Note: This letter from the Georg-August-Universitat
Gottingen Institut fur Wissenschaftgeshchichte was sent to the
Office of the Registrar, Supreme Court of British Columbia and
on to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.
To whom it may concern:
The environmental activism of British Columbia writer Betty
Krawczyk has drawn international attention and has met with
widespread approval and admiration. At my home institution,
the University of Gottingen, Germany, we particularly endorse
her dedicated efforts to save the endangered remnants of old

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

SPONSOR A "PAYPHONE LADY"
• Empower women in East Africa
to start their own micro-businesses
selling cell phone airtime to
the public.
• Your donation of C$97.72 sponsors
a woman with a mobile phone, a
Visit
sim card, airtime, promotional
www.globaltext.ca
materials and training on how to
run her phone business.
Tel: 1-250-592-5376
Toll Free: 1-866-592-3627 • Tax receipt available upon request.

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
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Why wait? Build green now!
CANADIAN WOODEN DOMES
Our domes are ideal for healthy
homes, inspiring studios, yoga centres
and tourist or recreational lodges.
• Eco-friendly &
Energy Efficient
• Unique, versatile
& aesthetically
pleasing
• Earthquake &
Hurricane
Resistant
• Simple & Quick
to Erect
• Cost Effective

Saving the world
one investment
at a time

REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

www.watertiger.net
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VISIT A FINISHED LODGE AT:
WWW.DomeQuixote.COM

Learn more about socially responsible investing at:

www.pinchgroup.ca

(250) 383-4558

A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

For more than 20 years, the Pinch Group has
combined a passion for social & environmental issues
with the best practices of conventional investing.
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Skeena Queen gone for
refit; plan for overloads

Dreaming of the
perfect retirement?
Start here.
4.00%
90 DAY

CONVERTIBLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

A premium rate,
convertible at any time.

Dear Editor:
A response to the writer who dislikes the term, Penderites: My
daughter went to the local highschool on Salt Spring. She had
many close friends who took the water taxi each day from
Pender Island. They were affectionately referred to as Pender
People.
Pat Donnelly, Pender Island

1 YEAR

NON-REDEEMABLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

Cleaning Up Pollution
The following letter was sent to BC’s Premier and copied to
‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Dear Premier Campbell:
These days there is no way of missing the discussion about our
environment and that is what I am proposing to write about. My
experience in taking opposition to the proposed Duke Point
power plant taught me and others that concerns about pollution
were of minor interest to your government and the BC Utilities

An outstanding rate
and security.

4.00%
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LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

5 YEAR

STEP-UP
TERM DEPOSIT*

Step up to a great rate
right from year 1.

With these special term deposit rates† and a Registered Retirement
Savings Plan (RRSP) from Island Savings, your retirement nest egg can
keep growing. Plus you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing you’re investing
in yourself and your community.
Take advantage of these limited time rates today – and see why we say,
it’s good to be here.

* Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defined by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
Interest rates subject to change without notice. †All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible.

LADYSMITH 245-0456

CEDAR 722-7073

CHEMAINUS 246-3273

LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631

SHAWNIGAN 743-5395

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON 385-4728

MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476

WEST SHORE 474-7262

LETTERS from page 5
growth forest in British Columbia. This rare rainforest habitat is
home to ancient red cedar trees that reach hundreds of years in
age and, moreover, forms the basis of the culture of Northwest
Coast First Nations.
Our admiration of Ms Krawczyk specifically relates to her
courage in confronting the timber industry ‘on the ground’. We
endorse her involvement in road blockades to stop the
destruction carried out by logging corporations of the few
remaining patches of ancient forest in British Columbia. Also,
we salute her restraint in invariably limiting her protests to nonviolent, peaceful means.
This past autumn, we invited Ms Krawczyk to conduct a
lecture tour of Germany and a number of other European
countries, in recognition of her British Columbia environmental
leadership and for the purpose of finding out from her in person
what European environmental and human rights organizations
can do to help save the few last of the primeval forest patches in
British Columbia.
We urge the Supreme Court to consider our support for this
devoted environmentalist and First Nations activist in her
struggle to preserve for present and future generations British
Columbia’s unique natural heritage.
Dr Karen Wonders, Gottingen, Germany

‘Pender People’

4.00%

BRENTWOOD 544-4041

On February 4 the Skeena Queen sailed off to undergo annual
scheduled maintenance. The work is expected to take
approximately one week and will involve maintenance to the hull
of the vessel. The Bowen Queen is the replacement vessel for all
sailings as scheduled between Swartz Bay and Fulford Harbour.
Passengers are advised that the Bowen Queen is a smaller
vessel and overloads may occur. Where possible, passengers are
encouraged to plan ahead and consider car pooling, travelling
outside of peak sailing times, and/or arriving at the terminal
early for their desired sailing.
Commercial customers are advised that vehicles over 10
tonnes GVW (10,000 kg) are restricted to centre lane loading
only on the Bowen Queen; as a result, available commercial
vehicle capacity will also be reduced. 

MILL BAY 743-5534

WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070

DUNCAN 746-4171

Take notice that James Robert
Grossman of Salt Spring Island,
B.C., intends to make application
to
the
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10-year lease for ResidentialPrivate Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity of Welbury Bay.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1413890.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at #142-2080 Labieux Rd.,
Nanaimo, B.C., V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 2, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad/
index.html
under
Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information
for
more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau's regional
office.

SALT SPRING 537-5587

www.ISCU.com

ADVERTISE WITH US! Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

WELBURY BAY

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Danny Albert
Gant and Janette Pearl Gant of
Mayne Island, B.C., intends to
make application to the Integrated
Land Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands,
Coast Region office for a 10-year
lease for Residential-Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown Land located in the vicinity
of Horton Bay, Mayne Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1412916.
Written comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Rd., Nanaimo, B.C., V9T
6J9. Comments will be received by
ILMB until February 27, 2007.
ILMB may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad/
index.html
under
Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information for more information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact the
Freedom of Information Advisor
at Integrated Land Management
Bureau's regional office.

HORTON BAY

Rainwater harvesting considered on Mayne Island
The average residential household demand for non-potable water
is estimated to increase by 20-25% over the next 30 years on
Mayne Island. That’s one of the conclusions in a report released by
the Islands Trust about the supply and demand elements of
rainwater harvesting and water consumption patterns on Mayne
Island.
‘As the demand for water increases on the Gulf Islands,
adequate water supply and more storage capacity will be key
factors in meeting our water needs,’ said Kim Benson, chair of the
Islands Trust Council. ‘Rainwater can be a big part of the solution.’
The report also estimates that indoor (potable) year-round
household water use will decrease by 10% due to low-water-use
fixtures and appliances and to increasing water conservation
awareness.

The report is the result of a project to assess the supply and
demand elements of rainwater harvesting by looking at typical
Gulf Island rooftops and water consumption patterns.
The report ‘Rainwater Availability and Household Water
Consumption for Mayne Island’ is available on the Islands Trust
website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca under Mayne Island Local
Trust Area. It was commissioned earlier this year and made
possible by a grant from the provincial government. This year, a
second grant will fund a study to provide recommendations on
implementing the findings in the rainwater report. The grants
for the projects total $15,000.
More information on rainwater harvesting is also available
on the Islands Trust Fund website, also see ‘Rainwater
Connection’ advertisement on page 2. 

Compost, a community affair on Hornby
Hornby has been composting waste collected from local
businesses, campgrounds and private individuals since the early
’90s. The heart of the system is a ten-foot-long composting
barrel which has two chambers and a receiving tray. At the
beginning of each batch, well sorted raw wastes are added to the
barrel. Woodshavings from a local mill are added as a bulking
agent along with Bercan, a concentrated starter of natural
enzymes and microbes, which gives the barrel contents its initial

boost. Lime, green sand, rock phosphates and a little forest soil
are added to the finished barrel contents before they are added
to our gardens. A bucket of the old compost is left in the barrel
each time it is emptied so starter is present at the beginning of
each new batch.
One turning of the barrel every few days acts like a shoveling
over of the entire contents and provides the key ingredient to
composting success, aeration! 

LETTERS from previous page
Commission. That may now be changed as the popular opinion
polls seem to indicate that a large proportion of the province's
population feels the same as we did and do.
Permitting agencies, such as the BCUC, usually are tasked to
look out for the public’s best interests but seem to fall short of
truly doing that job when they are unable or unwilling to grapple
with some of the costs to society that are very difficult to see in
the near term or never show up until many decades later. The
fact that such costs are so difficult to see does not make them any
less real. Examples abound in North America of polluting and
polluted sites created by past industrial activities. Those creating
the pollution and enjoying profits from doing so have either gone
insolvent or simply run away from their responsibilities.
As you know, in the United States, the Environmental
Protection Agency operates the Environmental ‘Superfund’. This
fund uses taxpayer money to remediate polluted sites where the
culprits can’t be found or made to pay for cleaning up their
messes. According to the 2004 Superfund Annual report the
average annual amount spent over the previous five years was
$1.3 billion by the EPA SF; $900 million by private parties; $2.5
billion by the DOE and $2 billion by DND.
By the end of 2004 the EPA had 1,529 listed contaminated sites
still to be cleaned with more being added. Here in Canada it is no

better. Government funds are constantly being called upon to
remediate polluted sites. To list but a few: Victoria’s waterfront;
Nanaimo’s waterfront; Vancouver’s waterfront; Toronto’s
waterfront; the Sidney, Nova Scotia tar ponds ($400 million
estimate) etc. A prestigious consulting firm in Scotland just
completed an estimate of the remediation costs for the oil and gas
industry in the North Sea. It is for $4 billion and growing.
So what is to be done before the damage is made and the
culprits run away into limited liability insolvency? You may have
some bright lights in your government who can offer a truly
lasting solution but in the meantime I have two suggestions you
might consider. The first one is that all new industrial operations
in the province be required to post and maintain remediation
performance bonds. No bonding, no operating license. The
second suggestion is that all new industrial operations be
required to establish a third party-managed sinking fund that
would be large enough, soon enough, to meet reasonable, third
party estimates for site remediation. These ideas have the benefit
of creating something of a present value for the costs to society
of future pollution and can be incorporated into the financial
models so important in making better decisions at agencies such
as the BCUC.
Erik Andersen, Gabriola Island
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SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
HARBOURS COMMISSION
MINERS BAY FLOAT ‘D’ REPLACEMENT
CONTRACT 07-1001
INVITATION TO TENDER
Sealed Tenders, plainly marked on the envelope “Southern
Gulf Islands Harbours Commission, Float 'D' Replacement,
Miners Bay Wharf - Contract 07-1001” will be received by
the Director of Corporate Services of the Capital Regional
District at their offices at 625 Fisgard Street,Victoria, British
Columbia up to 2:30 pm, Thursday, March 1, 2007, at
which time they will be opened in public.
The works to be constructed under this Contract
generally include the following, and for which all materials,
plant and labour are to be supplied by the Contractor:
Replace Float 'D' with a new timbered float,
approximately 9 x 45 feet (nine by forty-five feet),
including new floatation billets and new anchoring
chains. Removal and disposal of existing float to an
approved site.
Specifications, Drawings, Contract Documents, and Tender
Form may be seen at the offices of the Construction
Association of Victoria, 1075 Alston Street,Victoria; and
the Capital Regional District, 625 Fisgard Street,Victoria,
on or after Thursday, February 8, 2007.
Copies may be obtained from the Capital Regional
District, on payment of $26.75 ($25.00 + $1.75 GST) for
each copy requested, the sum of which is refundable
upon return of the documents in good condition within
30 days of tender opening.
The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be
accepted.
There will be no scheduled site meeting.
For tendering and technical enquiries on this project
please contact Al Cannon, Ports Manager, Southern Gulf
Islands Harbours Commission, 250-539-3036, E-mail:
shoresun@cablelan.net.
Al Cannon, Ports Manager,
Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525.0 0
Mention this ad and
get 10% off
monthly rentals.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

SIDNEYCARS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
MARINE
Maple and Oak select flooring.
ISLAND
Long 2-1/4 and 3-1/4 fir flooring.
FREE
Furniture builders wood. Heritage

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

1-250-744-6842

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Privacy and more. 2 Bedrooms +
den/office; 2 bathrooms; Family
room-$1175. Spectacular views
from almost every window are
yours in this spacious 2 +
bedroom home. The large lower
area might be used as a studio/
office/family
room-$1300.
Spacious and bright 2-bedroom,
2-bathroom home. Short walk to
ocean beach-$900. Large 3bedroom, 2-bathroom, fully
furnished home- $1000.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

HEALTH
Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture
& HERBAL MEDICINE

FOR SALE

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

1-800-774-1417

www.flynn.ca

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Safe, effective treatments for
many common health problems.

TREVOR ERIKSON, R.Ac, TCMP
Pender Island Health Centre:

250- 629-3322

HYDRO POWER OFF?
$ 349,999

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at Galiano
Community School on Wednesday,
February 14 commencing at 1pm. To
view the agenda for this meeting,
please
refer
to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

Custom 2005 home with
vaulted ceilings.
Rare serene acreage on
beautiful Thetis Island.
Gulf Island lifestyle without
traffic, development and
larger island prices!

Saanich North & the Islands NDP

www.joesquire.com
1-778-838-7554

Discuss health care options with
Katrine Conroy MLA Health Critic

1:30 pm Sat. Feb. 24
9691 4th Street, Sidney
Margaret Vaughan-Birch Hall
Everyone Welcome!
Info (250) 652-8579

MOVED
HOMES

MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

EDUCATION

1-866-606-2237

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

MEETINGS

baseboards, trim, tubs, fixtures,
doors, windows, bricks and so
much more! sydsdemosalvage.com,
250-381-1141

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

only

.95
39
for cars

$

REAL ESTATE

Saturna Island: New, 3-bedroom, 3bath, 3 levels. Central. Long-term,
available approx. May/07, Separate
level with bath/storage for homebased business, or ?? 250-721-5144

ADVERTISE!
250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

Don’t Be Left in the Dark

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

COASTAL POWER
INSTALLS
GENERATORS

Servicing the Gulf Islands

• Commercial Units
• Home Stand-Bys
• Sales, Service, Parts
AUTHORIZED
SERVICE DEALER
for

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

COASTAL POWER
SERVICE LTD.
CALL 250-383-2536

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

WANTED

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Wanted, old photographs, the older
the better. Or, can I borrow your old
photos to copy any significant photos
for preservation? I place many copies
of old photos with appropriate
Museums or Archives. I am well
known to the Vancouver Maritime
Museum as well as local Historical
Societies. Please Phone 604-939-3206
or email frazertwo@telus.net. Photo
Restoration is my specialty. Some of
my work can be seen at
www.flickr.com/photos/89988712@N0
0/?saved=1
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Littoral: Tales from the Big Island & Beyond
Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Nanaimo’s New Economic
Group Launched

Picking up where the November 2004
Economic Summit left off, Vancouver Island
Economic Alliance (VIEA), chaired by former
Nanaimo MLA Mike Hunter, has been
launched. ‘[VIEA] is comprised of private
sector companies that wish to promote the
advantages of doing business on Vancouver
Island and creating a ‘VI’ brand,’ says Hunter,
adding that there are lots of benefits to
companies by working together and ‘branding’
Vancouver Island. This is important in the
Vancouver Island business world since many
international business and investment
interests are hard-pressed to tell you where
Vancouver Island is, he comments.
And that’s serious.
‘We want the world to know what we can
offer as a business and investment destination.
Do we want Vancouver Island to be just a
retirement destination, or be a place of
economic strength where jobs continue to be
created into the future?’ he says.
The Vancouver Island Real Estate Board is
one of the founding members of the new
society. Others include two credit unions, Coast
Capital Savings and Coastal Community.
VIEA is still in the early stages of
organization and connecting its core group to
other businesses on the Island. Hunter was
asked to act as the Alliance interim chair, given
his experience as chair of the 2004 Summit.
The group is set to hold another economic
summit in Nanaimo on April 3. The Summit
agenda is expected to include discussions about
major business issues, such as recruitment and
retention of trained labour, transportation of
goods and services to and from the Island, and
a focus on the tourism sector.

Northern Islanders Say No
to Geoduck Farms
Quadra and Cortes Islanders are totally
opposed to farming geoduck (gooeyduck)
clams. Savary Islanders agree, pointing out that
zoning laws are at issue for those who live on
the waterfront. Nicholas Simons, MLA for
Powell-River-Sunshine Coast, doesn’t think the
public gave informed consent to the farms.
‘These licences have caught people by surprise,’
he said.
The BC government has approved a licence
to Underwater Harvester Association for 25.5

hectares off the west side of Hernando Island,
to Manatee Holdings for 89 hectares off the
southeast side of Savary Island and to Fan
Seafoods for 72.5 hectares off the southeast side
of Savary Island (see Island Tides January 25,
2007). Patrick Brabazon, Powell River
Regional District ‘Electoral Area A’ director
says he worries about the lack of scientific
research although he didn’t oppose the idea
when it was brought forward at council.
Gregor Robertson, MLA for VancouverFairfield and a committee member on
sustainable aquaculture, said the geoduck
industry and the government admit to
depleting the wild geoduck—among the oldestliving animals on earth.
He notes that geoduck farming is anything
but low impact. According to Robertson, this
type of harvesting means inserting multimetres of plastic pipes underwater and laying
down thick plastic mesh. To harvest clams,
high pressure hoses blast the sea bed.
Weighing in on the debate, Michelle James,
executive director of the Underwater
Harvesters Association, says wild geoduck
harvesting has been going on for over 30 years.
‘Studies have been done and show there is no
environmental impact on the sea floor as a
result of harvesting.’ Geoduck farming has
been operating since 1995 off the south side of
Savary, the bottom end of Marina and the west
side of Texada Islands, she adds, ‘We see no
environmental impact.’
Most of the geoducks are exported to China
where they are considered a gourmet treat.

Thetis, Kuper and
Chemainus Get New Ferry
The MV Kuper, which is set to start service this
month, was unveiled January 27. Named after
Kuper Island, located in Stuart Channel and
home to the Penelakut First Nations, the ship
has a unique history. The hull of the vessel is
comprised of the original structure of the MV
John Atlantic Burr, a ship that BC Ferries
purchased in 2005 from the State of Utah
Transportation Department. That ship was cut
into major sections and taken to Tacoma in
Washington State. The sections were then
barged up to Allied Shipbuilder in North
Vancouver where the vessel was rebuilt as the
52-metre MV Kuper. It’s quite a special ferry
with wheelchair-friendly facilities, an
additional 11-foot wide longitudinal section in

Notice to the Public
Swartz Bay Terminal Vehicle Throughfare
Procedures
Customers are advised that beginning February 5th, in the
interest of traffic safety, all vehicles exiting and returning to
the Swartz Bay terminal will be permanently redirected
through the Wain Road U-turn route.
Current terminal construction and expansion will see vehicle
ticket booths relocated south to increase space within the
vehicle compound and to accommodate a new pre-ticket area.
As a result, the current throughfare shortcut will no longer
be available and the Wain Road U-turn route off of Highway
17 will be the safest permanent throughfare route for customers
leaving the terminal via main exit lanes.

Photo: Helen Elizabeth Schnare

Rosie, Chloe and Sappho in ‘Video Killed the Radio Star’ a number from GISS &
GISPA’s ‘Movin’ and Groovin’ dance show at ArtSpring on January 23 and 24.
the hull to provide extra car deck space;
upgraded passenger lounge, crew facilities and
wheelhouse; new lifesaving and navigational
equipment, and a new propulsion system with
2 new engines. The ship will accommodate 300
passengers and 32 vehicles.

Nanaimo Yacht Club Blaze
The night sky lit up with the orange glow of
flames but it was the sound of crackling that
woke nearby residents when the Nanaimo
Yacht Club caught fire on January 22. The fire
ripped through sheds, docks and several
wooden boats and officials think it probably
started due to an electrical fault.
The yacht club also has other worries, the
annual $1 licence fee for the club’s prime
waterfront land is no longer an option. The City
of Nanaimo, under the provincial government’s
Community Charter, must seek good market
value of the benefits and costs of any lease
agreement. And that includes the club, which
has been unable to reach an agreement since its
licence expired last May.

Campbell River Employees
Quit Smoking
It was only for one day, but some long-term
smokers who work for the Vancouver Island
Health Authority and the City of Campbell
River didn’t light up January 24, thanks to
support they received through the
organizations’ new nicotine replacement
therapy (NRT) programs. Gordon Hogg,
Minister of State for ‘ActNow BC’ reminded the
Weedless Wednesday participants that
eliminating tobacco-use leads to better health

for all. ‘One of the goals for ActNow BC is to
reduce tobacco use in British Columbia by
10%,’ he said.

Duncan Station To Get
Facelift
The Cowichan Historical Society is painting the
town red! Or at least Duncan’s historic train
station, which houses the Cowichan Valley
Museum. Situated in the middle of a wide
avenue, this 1912 heritage-designated building
is very much a part of the Duncan cityscape.
The historical society is taking long-needed
preservation measures to ensure that it will be
around for many years to come.
A building boom in the early 1900s saw the
tearing down of the first train station, built in
1887, to make room for the present station. The
station has been a silent witness to the
community’s history. Goods have been
delivered and received, telegrams sent, and
thousands of people have arrived and departed
at the station over the years. During World
Wars I and II, servicemen and women lined the
platform waiting to board a train, usually the
first part of their journey. Many did not return.
The cost of the repairs is $10,000. The
Cowichan Heritage Society donated $1,000
and so far, the Society has raised $1,700. An
application to the Heritage Legacy Fund of
British Columbia may yield up to 50% of the
total cost. Until February 3, the Museum is
presenting an art show entitled ‘Kinsol: An
Inspiration.’ Twenty-five per cent of the sale of
Kinsol Trestle-inspired pieces will go towards
painting the station. 

SHORELINE DESIGN

We offer

visitors a

www.shorelinedesign.ca

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

45
39

$

from

*
• fully insured

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4

• excellent
references

across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
March
31, 2007.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to to
March
31, 2003

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

Southern Gulf Island throughfare customers exiting via the
eastern side of the terminal will also be required to use the Wain
Road U-turn route.
PLEASE NOTE: A throughfare turn lane is being constructed
on the east side of the terminal with expected completion by
summer 2007. Southern Gulf Island customers are advised that
this route will not always be accessible depending on terminal
traffic and conditions. In these cases, customers will be
required to travel via the Wain Road U-turn route.
BC Ferries would like to thank our customers for their support
as we continue to make safety our first priority in all operations.
Customers with questions or comments regarding this change
are encouraged to call 1-888-BC FERRY (1-888-223-3779).

WATER MAIN FLUSHING
GALIANO: STICKS ALLISON
MAYNE ISLAND: SURFSIDE, SKANA
PENDER ISLAND: MAGIC LAKE ESTATES
SATURNA ISLAND: LYALL HARBOUR BOOT COVE
SALT SPRING ISLAND: FERNWOOD, HIGHLAND, BEDDIS,
FULFORD, CEDARS OF TUAM
February 12th, 2007 to March 19th, 2007 a water main flushing program is scheduled to be
carried out in the above areas. Short periods of low pressure and discoloration of water can
be expected.
Commercial establishments may contact CRD Environmental Services department
(250) 360-3269 for more detailed information.
CRD can not accept responsibility for any damage arising out of the use of discoloured water.

