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Most are happy
with 4-day
school week

Waiting for spring in Gorge Harbour on Cortez Island.

Shenanigans at BCUC hearings
Patrick Brown

A motion by GSXCCC and other intervenors to
disqualify members of the BC Utilities
Commission Panel from hearing the application
for approval of the Duke Point Power project
was rejected by the Panel on Thursday, January
27. The motion, which had resulted in day-long
arguments on the Wednesday, alleged that the
panel had predetermined its conclusions before
the end of the public hearings, and that this
created ‘a reasonable apprehension of bias’ on
the Panel’s part.
The main part of the evidence for the motion
referred to a session, held on January 19, that
included only the Panel and applicant BC
Hydro. The transcript of this in-camera session
was made available in redacted (meaning some
parts were blanked out) form on January 21,
and in a less redacted form on January 22.
The session included a discussion between
the panel members and their counsel, GA
Fulton; CW Sanderson, QC, Hydro’s lawyer,
and Hydro’s Mary Hemmingson, about the
winning bid selected as a result of Hydro’s Call
for Tenders (CFT) which sought private sector
bids on power generation for Vancouver Island
in 2007.
That winning bid was from Duke Point
Power (Pristine Power Inc.) but it did not
include duct firing, which would have resulted
in an extra 28Mw of capacity. Evidence
presented by a Hydro witness panel suggested
that had the bid included duct firing, the
proposal would have been more ‘cost-effective’,
but not lowest cost.
Discussion at the private session revolved
around how, since the proposal including duct
firing was preferable, the panel could ensure
that it was adopted, since the Electricity
Purchase Agreement which was the subject of
the hearing did not include duct firing. The
BCUC chair asked BC Hydro for help in a

strategy to achieve this. From the transcript:
‘The Chairperson: This may be an area
where I can add some value to customers. And
I thought your answer would be just what it is,
that but for the rules of the CFT, you would
have chosen Pristine with duct firing. It may
be—I don't know enough about this yet—but it
may be that the coincidence that both
portfolios are the same proponent is helpful in
moving us to the outcome that’s in the
customer’s best interest. So you know now
what I want to try to do. I need your help in
telling me how I can get there.’

Apprehension of Bias

Bill Andrews, representing the GSXCCC,
charged that this discussion, taking place
before the conclusion of the hearings (and
particularly before intervenors’ witnesses had
been heard) was a clear indication that the
panel had already made up its mind to approve
the Duke Point proposal. It constituted a denial
of procedural fairness and natural justice
during the hearings, he said.
The result was a day of legal argument
redolent of Alice Through the Looking Glass
(which was on CBC-TV the Sunday before last).
Andrews had made the motion to disqualify
on Monday January 24, so Tuesday had been a
day off so that representatives for all sides could
decide what they were going to say. Even before
Andrews led off on Wednesday, Chairperson
Robert Hobbs stated that he had not known
they were going to discuss these points in an incamera session until it happened, and that the
lone remaining Commissioner Boychuk didn’t
know either.
This protestation of innocence didn’t deter
Andrews. He accused the panel of setting out to
help BC Hydro, and of advising Hydro (and no
one else) of this through the in-camera session.
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Gabriola left out of
marine conservation
study area

The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS)
is asking the public to support an expanded study area
for Park Canada’s proposed Southern Strait of Georgia
National Marine Conservation Area. CPAWS claims
that the chosen study area is too small and excludes
the important marine waters up to and around
Gabriola Island. Gabriola Passage, in particular, is a
rich marine area; home to over 225 marine species
including algae, sponges, mollusks, sea stars, worms,
fishes and marine mammals. The people of Gabriola
Island deserve an equal say in the establishment of
NMCA, which will affect them regardless of what
happens, says CPAWS.
In fact, CPAWS-BC believes the study area should
encompass the marine waters as far north as the

MARINE STUDY, please turn to page 7

Trust governance
to be examined

The Executive Committee of the Islands Trust
Council met with Minister Murray Coell from the
Ministry of Community, Aboriginal and Women
Services on Tuesday, January 25. Minister Coell
agreed that possible changes to the Islands Trust
should be examined. He committed his ministry to
producing, in conjunction with Islands Trust staff, a
discussion paper about governance in the Trust Area
with a specific focus on Salt Spring Island. The draft
discussion paper slated for completion by September,
will address development issues as well.
The Trust has been working on this initiative for
many years and has requested such an examination
a number of times. However, his time a favourable
factor may have been that the CAWS Minister’s
constituency includes part of the Trust Area—
Saanich North & The Islands.0

The
4-day
instructional
week
questionnaire distributed by Gulf Islands
School District late last November
garnered a response from 1,579
individuals. Designed to gather feedback
about the 4-day week, which began
district-wide in September, the
questionnaire was distributed to parents,
students, and all district employees. The
largest number of respondents were K-12
students (1,093) with parents next (375).
The questionnaire asked 6 questions
about the length of the school day,
teaching and learning, life outside of
school, extracurricular activities, Friday
activities and overall rating of the 4-day
instructional week. Each question had a
space for comments. In addition to rating
the questions, the 1579 respondents
submitted 7,081 comments.
‘We are very pleased with the number
of returns,’ commented school board
Chair, May McKenzie. ‘Many people took
the time to not only choose a rating for
each question but to also provide
thoughtful comments. The comments
provide us with valuable information to
help us help our students succeed in this
year of change,’ continued McKenzie. ‘We
chose the 4-day instructional week to
maintain our programs and choices for
our students. Our principals will be able
to analyze the areas of concern specific to
their schools and determine with staff,
parents and students what can be done to
make a positive difference.’
‘The ratings and comments are not
unexpected. We anticipated there would
be a somewhat positive reaction overall to
the 4-day instructional week as we have
been receiving feedback directly from the
schools since September. It was rated
somewhat positive or positive overall by
59.33% . And, this does not include the
17.1% who rate it as neutral. People wrote
about the positive effect on family life,
time to complete homework, and the
opportunity to access other activities on
the Friday.
‘However, 21.7% of the respondents
give it a negative or somewhat negative
rating. They identify hunger, tiredness,
stress—particularly as it relates to family
routine—and insufficient time to learn as
negative impacts. When we look at the
ratings for the specific questions, it is

Our new website is online!
GSX, please turn to page 2

FOUR-DAY WEEK, please turn to page 7

Search our site for articles, read our great advertising info, enjoy our new
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Kyoto: What We Are Doing & What We Could Do
Jim Harris
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph:

250-537-9710 Fax: 537-1725
www.islandmarine.ca

WATER ACT
RSBC 1996, Chapter 483 Section 23

File 0204973

IN THE MATTER of Conditional Water Licence No. 26600, which
authorizes 15,000 gallons a day of water from Longe Springs for
waterworks purpose on Lot 438 and the Fractional North East 1/4
Section 20, Pender Island, Cowichan District, except 1) those parts
included in Parcel B (DD875731) and Parcel C (DD79609I); 2) the
west 9.50 chains of the east 10 chains of the north 2.272 chains
thereof; 3) that part included within the Indian Reserve; and, 4) that
part thereof included within the boundaries of Plan 13421.
An investigation has shown:
a)that the appurtenant land has been subdivided by Plans 23786,
34085, VIP51866 and VIS2410, and the resulting properties are
now under separate ownership; b)that there is no evidence of any
works in place associated with the licence; c) that there has been
no beneficial use of water under this licence for many years.
WHEREAS we have determined that no beneficial use of the water
has occurred for the purpose , and in the manner authorized under
the terms of the licence, for at least three consecutive years.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that unless cause to the contrary is
shown on or before the 26th day of February, 2005, the said
Conditional Water Licence 26600 will be cancelled.
DATED at Nanaimo, British Columbia, Dec 20, 2004.
Keith Anderson, Assistant Regional Water Manager
For further information telephone (250) 741-5682
This is the 2nd publication.

K i re Gi ll et t

Licensed Gas Fitter
Journeyman Plumber
Bonded & Insured

T o a rr a ng e a f r ee est i ma te :
Call 250-5 37-16 62

Ema i l pipefish @salt spr ing.c om
Serving Pender, Mayne, Galiano & Salt Spring Is la nd s

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

n February 16 the Kyoto Protocol will come into effect,
binding member countries to reduce their greenhouse
gas emissions (GHG) by at least 5.2% below 1990 levels.
While Kyoto is an important first step for international
cooperation on reversing climate change, our health and the
health of the world depends upon a much bigger commitment to
reducing emissions.
Since signing the Kyoto Protocol, Canada’s record on
reducing greenhouse gas emissions has been abysmal. Not only
has the Liberal government failed to meet its modest target of
reducing emissions by 6% below 1990 levels, it has added fuel to
the fire by increasing emissions by 20%!
Rather than working to strengthen international cooperation
on climate change, the federal government has encouraged the
development and export of fossil fuels, which are responsible for
the bulk of GHG emissions. A report released at the World
Economic Forum last week ranked Canada 144 out of 146
countries based on its commitment to easing environmental
pressures.
Canada’s pitiful record on the environment is characterized
by trade deals that facilitate the export of fossil fuels to some of
the world’s worst polluters. Through NAFTA, Canada has
committed itself to sustaining oil and gas exports to the US (the
country that emits the largest amount of GHG in the word).
Ottawa is set to extend the same bad judgment by signing an
energy deal with China—where energy inefficiencies are creating
social and ecological havoc.
Despite serious back-pedaling last week by Industry minister
David Emerson, the agreement being drafted by the Martin
government will allow Chinese state-owned enterprises greater
access to Canadian oil, gas and coal deposits. It will also grant
Chinese producers legal provisions similar to those setup to
safeguard publicly traded Canadian businesses.
With the right leadership, international trade could create
lasting opportunities for Canadian well being by stimulating
industries that generate employment and economic activity.
However, Liberal trade policy is putting Canada in the
precarious position of becoming even more dependent upon the
extraction and export of natural resources at the expense of
other industries.
Take automobile manufacturing for example: the North
American market is changing and Canada has been slow to react
in producing the next generation of fuel-efficient vehicles. The
federal government has pledged to lead Canadians in the shift
toward more energy-efficient vehicles by purchasing a fleet of
hybrid cars—which reduce carbon emissions by 50% and smog

GSX from page 1

Plenty of Support for GS-XCCC

Andrews, who also represents BCSEA (BC Sustainable Energy
Association) and SPEC (Society Promoting Environmental
Conservation), received plenty of support for his motion from
the JIESC (industrial users), BCOAPO (BC Old Age Pensioners’
Organization, along with other consumer groups), Green Island
Energy (an unsuccessful bidder), Mayor Lewis of Gold River
(where Green Island Energy is based), the CEC (commercial
consumers) and others.
RB Wallace, representing the JIESC, added a long list of
complaints about rulings made by the panel during the hearings,
mainly related to BCUC’s attempt to produce a decision within a
90-day time limit that the Commission had agreed with BC
Hydro. In particular, that the actual figures in the Electricity
Purchase Agreement remained confidential, and much of the
other information required of BC Hydro by intervenors had not
been provided until the last week of 2004, nearly 50 days into
the 90 day period.
F.J. Weisburg, appearing for Green Island, went so far as to
accuse the panel of wanting to ‘collude’ with Hydro to change or
improve the deal. Essentially, he accused the panel of attempting
to find a short cut to its predetermined decision. Mayor Lewis of
Gold River, speaking of BCUC: ‘Institutions can be granted
power and responsibilities. They cannot be granted integrity.
Integrity for and respect of an institution is earned.’ He
concluded his presentation with a short quote from James
Bovard: ‘Democracy must be more than two wolves and a sheep
voting on what to have for dinner.’
K. Steeves, supporting the GXCCC motion, noted the Pristine
Power proposal with duct firing ‘is much more of a polluter than
Pristine without duct firing’ and accused the panel of ignoring
environmental arguments. Shadybrook Farms’ Dodie Miller
(who has been involved in this process for five years), listed
procedural decisions, including limitations of scope, choice of
venues (Vancouver, not Nanaimo), unequal time allowed for
cross-examinations, and the adoption of the February 17

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts

emissions by 90%. However, it is unlikely this initiative will
contribute to the success of domestic production without a new
transportation and energy strategy. No wonder workers are
concerned about the future of manufacturing jobs in Canada.
Meanwhile, Chinese car companies—with their rising
production and export capacities—have expressed interest in
fulfilling Canadian demand for hybrid vehicles. Even strategists
in the Bush administration are seeking to invest billions to
encourage hybrid vehicles and alternative fuels in the US.
Canada may have to take similar measures in order to compete
with US and Chinese production.
Such remedial action would not be necessary if the federal
government took the lead on reducing emissions through fiscal
reform. Green tax changes that shift public wealth creation from
payrolls to resource management would stimulate energy
efficiency, innovation and job creation while minimizing emissions.
Germany and Sweden have used fiscal tools to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and lower pollution levels. Rather
than hinder economic performance, these measures have
increased energy efficiency and sparked job growth. The
Economist reports that, ‘By embracing Kyoto, the EU might just
have given its businesses an edge in the race towards clean
energy’, noting the financial payback of BP (British Petroleum)
reaching its emission targets eight years ahead of schedule.
Taking the lead on reducing emissions will also create
opportunities for Canada through carbon trading on
international markets.
Policy-makers must become ecologically literate in order to
prevent polluting industries from further embedding themselves
in Canada’s trade relations. Negative externalities—such as
pollution, conflict, and climate change—must become central in
policy decision-making. Only then will we be able to achieve the
next step, which renowned physicist Fritjof Capra calls ‘ecodesign’ a ‘process [by] which our human purposes are carefully
meshed with the larger patterns and flows of the natural world.’
Tackling climate change is a challenge shared by everyone on
the planet. In its position of relative affluence and
industrialization, Canada has both an interest and a
responsibility to ensure Kyoto is upheld. With the tools and the
know-how at our disposal, Canadians also have a great
opportunity to lead our trade partners in sound energy use. The
question is neither technological nor conceptual, as Capra points
out, but whether we have the political will to move pre-emptively
in the inevitable shift away from fossil fuels before hegemonic or
climatic powers force a paradigm shift in the global energy
economy. 0
decision date, as all being favourable to the proponents. She
made the point that the remarks made in the in-camera session
clearly indicated that the panel was aware that intervenors and
others in the hearing process would be concerned about being
left out of the discussion.

Plenty of Opposition

Those opposing the GSXCCC motion included Hydro itself and
Duke Point Power. Hydro’s counsel Sanderson led off by saying
that the private session and the apprehension of bias could not
be connected. The ‘in camera’ aspect was rendered meaningless
by the release of the transcript, he said, implying that it wouldn’t
have made any difference when the other participants in the
hearing would have found out what had happened. Anyway, he
continued, they should have objected at the time. There was no
evidence, he said, that the panel had made up its mind:
‘And then, you move into the ‘So what?’, if you will, of that
piece of evidence. ‘It may be.’ Now, I stress as no one else has, ‘It
may be.’ Not that it is, not that anything is a certain state of
affairs, but rather they may be, and to emphasize it, you say, ‘I
don’t know enough about this yet.’ Ernestine, Lily Tomlins’
telephone operator character, couldn’t have put it better!
He quoted, as precedent, ‘Newfoundland Telephone
Company versus Newfoundland Board of Commissioners’, as a
far clearer example of apprehended bias than BCUC. He
complained that the complainants had not complained earlier in
the hearings. If the Commission stands down, he said, it would
prejudice the interests of both the applicant and the public. And,
if eventually a court decides that there was bias, then we’re no
worse off than if the panel stood down now.
L. Keogh, appearing for Duke Point Power, quoted a
Saskatchewan Court of Appeal case concerning the Chiropractic
Association of Saskatchewan. A Mr Johnson, appearing for

GSX, please turn to page 7

Whoops!

Sorry we muddled the details of the story about Mayne Island’s
St Francis’ Chapel on the Fitzgerald property. The chapel has
been used by the Catholic congregation for services for 22
years. The chapel has recently become non-denominational. A
gathering to commemorate this and the second anniversary of
Tom Fitzgerald’s death took place in January.

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

Now in Three Locations:
#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527
A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

from the ground up!

autoplan

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

ISLAND TIDES, Feb 10, 2005, Page 3

Slow Islands Movement—It’s About Time

T

Graham Brazier, Denman Island (with help from Randy Bachman, T.S. Eliot,
Leo Tolstoy and Mick Jagger)
here are many obvious ways in which
island life differs from urban life. Our
eyes, ears and noses detect and confirm
differences as we move from one to the other.

City Time

In addition, there’s a fundamental difference of
perception. We don’t perceive ‘time’ in the same
way. In the city, even historical time is pressed
and squeezed. A year after a modern office
tower opens its glass doors and the white collar
workers claim their new work stations, no one
can remember ‘George’ s Dry Cleaning’, or ‘The
Paris Beauty Parlor’ or ‘The Lucky Strike Cafe’
that were scooped into the back of a dump truck
to make way for it.
In the city, where commerce rules time, we
may find ourselves measuring out our lives in
coffee spoons before we ‘take the 8:15 into the
city’ where ‘there’s a whistle up above and
people push and people shove and the girls just
try to look pretty.’ In the city, clocks are
punched and time is measured out in minutes
and hours and allocated as ‘lunch hour’, ‘rush
hour’, and even ‘happy hour’ and when
pluralized they become ‘shopping hours’,
‘business hours,’ and ‘office hours.’ Where ‘time
is money’ where ‘down time’ is catastrophic.
Where even the food is fast and printers,
mufflers and glass are all ‘speedy.’ And if the
‘speedy’ printers are too slow, you can always
find an ‘instant’ printer around the corner.
The ‘time of commerce’ seems harsh, edgy
and lineal and always to be in short supply.
Most of us know these things—we remember
them, we left them behind.

Island Time

Island time is more complex. It seems both
softer and yet, somehow more reliable. We have
a sense that there will always be more time, and
this connects us more closely with our rural

I

cousins than with our urban friends. Our
concept of time past, or historical time, has a
better chance of being deeper than that of urban
folks—most of us, not only know what a midden
is, but have spent some time in the midst of one
and perhaps even held in our hands an
implement thousands of years old.
Many of us have felt the exhilaration of
throwing a wristwatch away, and some have
even adorned vehicles with a bumper sticker
urging others to ‘dawdle on Denman.’ We
invoke ‘island time’ whenever it suits us. We
enjoy the ambiguity of the phrase ‘quitting time.’
Listen to that phrase again—first with an urban
ear, and then, with your island ear. ‘Quitting
time’—what a world of difference.
In general we do what we can to pay as little
attention to clock time as we can get away with.
We resist measuring our time by commercial
standards. We prefer to rely on the seasons
because we know time to be cyclical. We take
charge of our time or at least we think we do.
Consequently, we are almost always at odds
with the ferry corporation—our link with the
world of commerce—because it operates on a
schedule and requires us to sneak a look at a
clock from time to time.

Strait of Georgia National Marine Conservation Area
Feasibility Study
Notice of Community Information Sessions
Parks Canada, in cooperation with the Province of British Columbia, is undertaking a study to
assess the feasibility of establishing a national marine conservation area in the southern Strait of
Georgia. You are invited to attend an upcoming information session to learn more about the
project and how you can become involved. Information sessions will be held at the following
locations and times:
Saturna Island
Saturna Community Hall, 104 East Point Road
Wednesday, February 9, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm
Pender Island
Pender Islands Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road
Thursday, February 10, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm
Galiano Island
Galiano Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road
Tuesday, February 15, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm
Mayne Island
Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road
Wednesday, February 16, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm
Saltspring Island
Artspring Centre, 100 Jackson Avenue
Thursday, February 17, 2005. 4:00 - 8:00 pm

OCP Review Time

Because we realize it is the most valuable of our
possessions, we cherish our ability to construct
and order our time; which we do, to the extent
that we can, largely outside the time of
commerce. And, as seasonal cycles turn within
larger cycles, every eight or so years—we
wouldn’t want to be more precise than that—we
examine our Official Community Plan.
Knowing that we won’t have to do it again for
another eight or so years we are able to devote
considerable thought and energy to this task.

SLOW ISLANDS, please turn to page 7

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
have snowdrops blooming! And my tulips,
the early ones of course, are just about to
bloom. Two more lambs were born last
night and I know I heard a hummingbird!
For all you Islanders who just love winter
because it is the quiet time of year to read and
reflect, spring is approaching at the gallop—you
are about to be routed by robins, roses and
those enthusiastic humans who are glad to be
back into the light!

Christmas Bird Count

Meanwhile back to winter, Hugh Grasswick
and Harvey Janszen circled Saturna and
environs in Hugh’s boat on December 20 for
the annual Audubon bird count. Harvey has
been doing the bird count for years usually
accompanied by Al Farrow another birding
enthusiast. Harvey’s overall assessment of the
populations of shore and sea birds this year is
that they are very low. Low populations
indicate no food for the next animals up the
food chain.
Hugh and Harvey were excited to see a
golden eagle eating something on the Java
Islets, close to Taylor Point and a Merlin hawk
at Narvaez Bay, both are uncommon here.
There was a nice raft of grebes around Lizard
Islands and nowhere else, no scaupes,
harlequins or scooters, a couple of golden eyes,
a good representation of buffleheads, and more
common mergansers than usual (we have redbreasted and hooded mergansers also).
Oystercatchers were numerous all around the
shores and especially at Pine Islet.
Western co-ordinator for the bird count,
Dick Cannings, reported on the CBC, that
Victoria and the Gulf Islands had the largest
number of species reported, 154, with Ladner a
close second at 152. He also reported that the
bird with the least sightings (only two were
noted this year) was the Lewis woodpecker, the
second largest in BC after the pileated
woodpecker. Sightings for the Lewis seems to
be dropping every year.
Harvey and Pam Janszen have a little
publication that details Saturna Island bird
populations and sightings.

Robbie Burns Night

The Saturna Lions Club puts on a real party to
celebrate Robbie Burn’s Night. The dinner
menu is roast beef, haggis and the trimmings.
Traditionally, different parts of the meal are
cooked by different members: Harvey Janszen
is the executive chef, Lynne Piper does the
trifle, Jeannie McLean the shortbread, Dian
Johnstone the ordering.
Scott Lambert gave the Gentlemen’s
Address to the Ladies and the Ladies’ Reply
was handled deftly by Mary Jo Coulter. Ian
Washington Smyth read the ‘Selkirk Grace’ and
Edmond Counter presented the ‘Ode to the
Bard.’ Tom Johnstone was the master of
ceremonies and Leslie Mayher was an excellent
first-time organizer of the protocol-filled affair.
Saturna community members donated
goods and services, which auctioneer Theresa
Bouchard was able to turn into $1,800 worth of
funds for community use.
As in past years, the much-appreciated
Pender Highlanders pipe band came over to
Saturna to pipe in the Haggis and play for the
guests.
Robbie Burns wrote a treasury to draw upon
for the ceremonial speeches, the Pender group
lends a fine air, the food is great and altogether
this creates a lively and fun celebration,
something Robbie Burns would have loved. A
Saturna resident reported that, in conversation
with one of the musicians, the Penderite had said
she was impressed that ‘a community as small as
Saturna is able to do all that it does’—a graceful
compliment and deserved.

Music & Company Concert

The concert ‘Music and Company’ was
presented on January 22 by our Saturna Arts
and Concerts Society. Music and Company is
George Zukerman on the bassoon, Lorna
McGhee on flute, Heidi Krutzen with the
concert harp and David Harding on viola. Each
of the musicians is a well-known artist in the
professional music world. In solos, duos or trios
they showed off the virtuosity of their

SATURNA, please turn to page 6

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
February 12, 9pm in the Pub
Realtaxicabstories.com and Port Browning present
local taxi legend Bud Carson as he talks about his
new book My Fare City and Letters to Bud. Buy a
limited edition copy and enjoy complimentary Bud
(while supply lasts).

SEAPLANES
Leaves Vanc. Airport

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

6 Scheduled Flights Daily

7:30am
11:30am*
3:30pm
Leaves Gulf Islands

8:00am
12 Noon*
4:00pm
(*except Miners/Montague)

Café: Open 7am–8pm daily, Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am weekdays)
Pub: Open from Noon daily
•
Liquor Store: Open from 10am daily

1-800-447-3247

FREQU
EN
FLYE T
DISCO R
UNTS

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange
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LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
F O R WATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

WELL WATER
IS YOUR
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Exceptional quality.
Outstanding value.
We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.
We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages
• 35 years of industry experience
• financing, builder and warranty programs

T

Iraqis Deserve an Independent Nation

he enthusiastic response of Iraqis to the opportunity of an
election was the first good news from that part of the
world in quite a few years. We are delighted, but not
surprised.
Despite the fact that Iraq as a nation was created relatively
recently, as a result of international bargaining following the end
of the First World War, the tribes of Iraq had long and proud
histories back to Old Testament times. Even today, TV watchers
are tempted to assume that arab costumes (in the south) and
turkish trousers (in the north) mean that Iraq is still a tribal
society. Tribal loyalties and identities are still maintained; family
ties are important. But that is not to say that Iraq is uncivilized
or primitive.
Before Baathism, before Saddam, until the late 1950s, Iraq
was a monarchy in the British colonial tradition. It had a
complete government, a professional civil service, a substantial
middle class of professionals and merchants, hospitals and
doctors, public education, universities, and a healthy internal
economy with the Iraqi dinar tied to the British pound. Red
double-decker buses roamed the wide boulevards of Baghdad.
The government was, of course, underwritten by oil royalties
paid by the Iraq Petroleum Company, a consortium of British,
Dutch, French, and US oil companies.
The last King of Iraq was assassinated in 1958 during a
military coup. After some infighting, the coup resulted, as nearly
all revolutions do, in a dictatorship. Saddam Hussein came to
power and ruled, as all dictators do, by fear. He nationalized the
Iraq Petroleum Company. He destroyed human rights and
political freedoms. He populated the government with his own
tribe, and it became, over some forty years, corrupt. Saddam
built a large army, spent oil money on arms, and developed
megalomania, as dictators do; this resulted in his aborted
invasion of Kuwait in 1990.
But Saddam maintained the government’s structure,
inherited from the British: ministers with functional ministries,

Readers’ Letters

North Pender OCP Review

Dear Editor:
I read with interest the editorial in your January 27 edition. It is
abundantly clear to me that people on North Pender place a high
priority on the current Official Community Plan (OCP) review. It
is also clear that people want to be involved and have their views
heard and considered.
At the January 27 meeting of the North Pender Island Local
Trust Committee (LTC) an updated work plan for the public
process to review our OCP was presented. The work plan reflects
the tremendous efforts being made to maximize participation by
the public in the forthcoming review process. Included in the
plan, but not yet finalized, is a public launch of the review. A
general public forum type meeting will be scheduled, likely in the
first week of March. At it, the newly completed Community Viz
Mapping project will be presented and members of the public in
attendance will be invited to express their comments,
suggestions or ideas. The participating public will be free to
outline their vision of North Pender and suggest how the OCP
could reflect that vision.
The OCP review has been divided into ten broad subject
areas. Facilitators/conveners will be appointed to chair each of
the ten separate 'public focus groups'. Meetings of each focus
group will be scheduled over the two month period following the
opening public forum. The sole purpose of these ten public focus
groups is to hear from the public. They will be designed to allow
maximum public participation in focused discussions on the
topic area the group is considering.
Each focus group will hold separate 'public focus group’
meetings to allow members of the public to attend as many of the
ten topic discussions as they may wish. The success of these
‘public focus groups’ will depend on public participation. By May
of this year, the facilitators/conveners will report back to the
LTC and the next stage of amalgamation and consideration of
OCP amendments will begin.
Information on the process, topics and other arrangements
will be made publicly available once arrangements are finalized.
In addition, a document entitled “North Pender Island Official
Community Plan - Community Profile” has been completed and
will as be made available. The information to the public on the
review process will also include information on how people can
access all background information and documents.
I am confident the review process will be completely open to
the public and that North Pender Islanders will make their views
known.
Gary Steeves, Trustee, North Pender Island

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design
• Polypropylene-lined
Steel Cisterns—
4,000-30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters
Prentice

Liberty

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155

Start your dream. Contact us today.

www.rainwaterconnection.com

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

and a complete hierarchy of public servants. Iraq traded with the
world, exporting oil, and importing food and consumer goods,
until a 1990s embargo by western nations severely restricted this.
The point of all this is that Iraq, for all its tribal divisions, has
been a largely westernized country for generations. It was not
until the the invasion of the US ‘coalition’ that the real destruction
of Iraq began. Beyond the physical destruction from bombs and
battles, the war demolished Iraq’s governmental infrastructure
(with the exception of the Oil Ministry, which was jealously
guarded by US Marines). The war severely damaged the National
Library, and the National Museum, long repositories of the
symbols of Iraqi pride. In toppling Saddam, the Americans and
their allies unnecessarily destroyed the government.
The final stroke was the ill-considered dismissal of the Iraqi
army by the US proconsul, Paul Bremer, giving the green light
(and not a few recruits) to the forces of resistance to the
occupation, and accelerating a growing, and continuing,
disruption of civil order.
There are many reasons Iraqis turned out in such large
numbers for the election. Tribal competition for power is one,
particularly among the Kurds in the north, who seek, and expect,
some degree of independence. Many Iraqis, no doubt, see the
vote as the first step towards a western style of democracy.
Others see it as the first step towards ridding the country of the
occupation forces.
But, whatever their reasons, the eight million who voted must
be given credit for personal bravery in the face of threats and the
real danger posed by bombs and guns. The interim government
that they elect must carefully nurture the legitimacy it has gained
from their collective courage. Despite the destruction of the last
50 years, the people of Iraq have survived both Saddam and the
US invasion. They have earned the freedom to redesign their
nation.
P.S. Some have suggested that the turnout for this election
proves that ‘George Bush was right’. We emphatically disagree. 0

Renewing the Undersea Power Line

Dear Editor:
I am writing to you to bring a very serious matter to the attention
of Galiano residents. The British Columbia Transmission
Corporation (BCTC), an arm of BC Hydro, is proposing to
replace and upgrade the existing transmission lines that cross
Galiano Island overland. The Vancouver Island Transmission
Reinforcement Project concerns the powerline corridor that
runs from Delta through Ladner, Tsawwassen, Galiano and Salt
Spring to Vancouver Island. The present 138kV would be
increased to 230kV, with a further increase to 460kV by 2018.
This is of great concern to everyone involved as the risk to
human health and property values is immense. The levels of
electro-magnetic radiation (EMR) that already put the
communities at risk will be emitted at an even greater level
should this project go through.
One only needs to type in three words on the web ‘Radiation,
Health and Powerline’ to find countless reports from all over
the world documenting the hazards of EMR, which does very
nasty biological things to people and animals—not to mention
the visual blight we are expected to tolerate. This is completely
unacceptable.
Tsawwassen residents quickly banded together to oppose
this project. The group’s website is www.trahvol.com. We, on
Salt Spring, have followed suit, forming IRAHVOL (Island
Residents Against Higher Voltage Overhead Lines). We can be
reached at geturner@telus.net.
We urge all residents of Galiano Island to educate
themselves on this matter and support each other and the rest of
the involved communities. There are alternatives, which may
cost more but let’s face it, human lives are priceless, and our tax
dollars can be spent on a safer alternative!
Barbara Turner, Salt Spring Island

Hedgerows

Dear Editor:
Thanks, hugs and congrats are due to Maureen Moore, Andrea
Collins and others on Salt Spring who asked Highways back in
December to stop the destruction of hedgerows, heritage roads
and the loss of aesthetic sensibilities when Highways is
protecting Salt Spring’s roads from naughty trees. I am so glad
Salt Spring has formed the Hedgerow Society.
Hedgerows are one of my oldest memories of bicycling
around the Islands when I was an 11-year-old kid in the 1960s.
The other big memory is peddling like crazy up one side of
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Fri to Sun, Feb 11, 12 & 13

Valentines Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy Saanich
Commonwealth Place's wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler
pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna, and cafe •
Saanich Commonwealth Place • FRI: 7–9pm; SAT: 1–4pm,
6:30–8:30pm; SUN: 10–12, 1–4pm (Valentine’s games),
6:30–8:30pm • 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at
Royal Oak Exit) • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line, 250-475-7620 •
IN VICTORIA

Saturday, February 12

Amoré Italian Potluck—all welcome to come celebrate
Valentines Day, bring an Italian dish to share; sponsored by
PIRAHA • Community Hall • 6pm • Donations welcome • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, Feb 19

Jennifer Lauren in Concert—
Vancouver Roots artist, Jennifer Lauren,
unveils songs from her debut CD Passing
Perceptions on guitar and piano; CDs
available online and at the concert •
Community Hall • 8pm • Tickets: $12,
$10 students/seniors, available at the
usual outlets and at the door • Info:
www.jenniferlauren.net • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, Feb 24

Arrogant
Worms
Concert—
Canada’s Funniest Music Comedy
Show! • Artspring Theatre • Doors 7pm,
show 7:30pm • Tickets: $20 in advance
and at the door, tickets available from
Artspring Ticket Centre: 250-537-2102
• Info: www.arrogant-worms.com • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Advertise Your Event in ‘What’s On?’- Only $26.75 or $32.10 w/ pic
LETTERS from previous page
Robinson Road and freewheeling no-hands down the other side,
turning around and doing it again—oh to be 11 again! Thank
every god there is they haven’t figured out how to flatten
Robinson Road.
The hedges have stayed with me for many years, and I spent
a lot of grad student time in Guelph working on hedgerow
protection strategies in Southern Ontario where there are some
that are a few hundred years old. I mapped the hedgerows
remaining in a whole county and worked them into a sensitive
ecosystem management plan.
Just as I read this good news, an email came in from County
A n t r i m ,
N o r t h e r n
Ireland about a
high hedge. This
photo is on the
front cover of
Ireland’s
Historic Trees
published by the
British Trust for
Conservation
Volunteers. The
one
hundred
and one, 200-year-old beeches are designated heritage trees and
subject to a tree preservation order. A consultant is proposing to
fell 27 trees due to structural defects, and extensively prune the
remainder to reduce end-weight on overhanging branches and
remove deadwood.
The consultant has said the remainder are ‘very large trees
with heavy limbs over the road,’ but the road only gets about four
cars an hour. So to my way of thinking, the cars have gotta go
somewhere else, and the trees should be left to do what they do
best—grow slowly and shade the road.
We used to have trees leaning all over our roads here on
Bowen, forming wonderful tunnels too, but a huge storm in
December 1990 dropped hundreds of them and the power was
out for over two weeks. Hydro came in and cleared out the whole
right-of-way.
Anyway to end this ramble, maybe we need to think about a
Trust Area policy that links hedgerows into the ‘ecosystems’
mentioned in the Trust Policy Statement. And, we probably need
a Best Management Practice that tells Hydro and Highways how
(or how not) to look after the road margins. And, we should
think about planting more hedgerows, and replanting the ones
that have been chewed up.
Kathy Dunster, Bowen Island
Ed’s Note: Dr Kathy Dunster will speak on the ‘Slow Islands
Movement’ on Friday, February 18 on Salt Spring and

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Thursday, February 24

Conservation Conversation Lecture Series—‘Slow Islands
Movement’ presentation by Dr. Kathy Dunster, refreshments will
be served; sponsored by: PITPS, Women's Institute, PICA,
Farmer’s Institute, Pender Island Naturalists and the North
Pender Island Local Trust Committee • Community Hall • 7pm •
Cost: free, but donations will be accepted for venue and other
related costs • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, Feb 25, 26 & 2 7

Gulf Islands’ Concert Series Presents
‘The Arrogant Worms’— enjoy Canada’s
‘Clowned Princes of Humour’• PENDER:
Friday, Pender Island School, 7:30pm ;
SATURNA: Saturday, Saturna Island
Community Hall, 7:30pm; MAYNE:
Sunday, Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 7:30pm • Info: Mayne:
Caterina Geuer 250- 539-3508; Pender: Jean Bradley 250-6293360; Saturna: Elizabeth McColl 250-539-5514 • ON PENDER,
SATURNA & MAYNE ISLANDS

Tuesday, March 15

Deadline for Proposals from Gulf Islands Artists—Three
on the Tree is looking for original ideas for short (5–15 mins)
pieces of performance, poetry, music, comedy, live art, etc. for
Gulf Islands Cabaret on Pender Island at the Hall, April 23, 2005;
artist fees will be paid; send one-page description of proposal plus
CV , technical requirements & other relevant materials (cd, video) to
Box 96, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • Info: 250-629-3550 or
www.pendercreatives.com/threeonthetree • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, March 17

Food Safe Course—presented by Evelyn Braunschmidt, please
register before March 3; this course is required for food vendors at
the Farmers Market • Community Hall • Approx.
9:30am–4:30pm • Cost: determined by numbers of attendees
(max $65) • Info: Megan Ravenscroft, 250-629-3892 or
m3gan_ravenscroft@yahoo.ca • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, February 24 on Pender (see ‘What’s On?’, above for
details).

Tsunami—Could It Happen Here?

Dear Editor:
‘A large tsunami wave slammed onto the eastern shores of
Mayne, Galiano and Saturna Islands early this morning.
Preliminary reports indicate widespread destruction and
extensive fatalities. The tsunami does not appear to be
associated with an earthquake event as officials report that
seismic monitoring over the past twenty-four hours has
indicated no unusual activity.’ If you think this sounds like the
script for a made-for-TV movie, then read on.
Following the widespread tsunami disaster in the Indian
Ocean on December 26, I grew curious of what the effects might
be upon the Gulf Islands in the event of a large Pacific-generated
tsunami. I was both re-assured and shocked by what I was to
learn!
I had always believed that Georgia Straight was not large
enough to generate and support a massive tsunami. Somehow I
had always associated large tidal wave generation with hundreds
of miles of open ocean, with the wave gathering momentum
from its unhindered path. Experts agree that a very large future
earthquake centered off the west coast of Vancouver Island is not
a matter of ‘if’ but ‘when.’ Of that there is no doubt. The large
tsunami that will be generated by this ‘big one’ will reap much
destruction along the exposed coastal areas. The west coast of
Vancouver Island will take the brunt of the wave. Computer
modeling of the tsunami indicates that the wave will dissipate
much of it’s destructive force as it rounds the southern tip of
Vancouver Island and turns northward into Georgia Straight. A
‘surge’ in sea levels around the Gulf Islands is expected to be no
greater that one metre thanks to their protected location from
the open sea.
In the course of my inquiries I learned of a far greater threat
to our beloved Islands—tsunami waves generated by an
underwater landslide. It seems that the sea floor around the
mouth of the Fraser River including the Sandheads and Roberts
Bank areas are classified as ‘locally unstable.’ Fraser River silt
deposits have built up large underwater slopes and channels that
have shown evidence of submarine slides in the past. The
continuous and progressive sediment loading of the submerged
delta is cause for concern. Computer modeling of a submarine
landslide in the Roberts Bank area indicates that a small event
will generate a wave in the vicinity of 8m in height while a larger
event will produce waves up to 24m in height. Once generated,
the waves would travel swiftly across the Straight, affecting Gulf
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Please send your 2005
Voluntary Subscription

Did something in this
edition of Island Tides:

• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by sending a voluntary subscription of

($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to:

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!

heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!
A

GULF ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

OCEANFRONT LOTS
ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

SATURNA ISLAND

PENDER ISLAND

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan

1-866-558-LAND (5263)

www.landquest.com
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$662&,$7(6
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Live Your Dream
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Simply the best
…any way we package it

• Precut 6x8 “D” Log
• ‘Hybrid’ Timber Frame

Building a custom home?

Our house packages are surprisingly affordable.
Tamlin Homes involves the OWNER at every stage
of construction. From initial design, to materials
selection, project budgeting and construction
scheduling — all will exceed your expectations.
Our packages to ‘lock up’ are perfect for resort locations.

Tamlin International Homes Co. Ltd.
(604) 513-1190 www.tamlinhomes.com

WWW JAKOBSENASSOCIATESCOM
JAKOBSENK NETROVERCOM

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

www.islandtides.com—online 24/7

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

Our New
Website
is Online!
IslandTides’
second generation
website is finished.
Monthly
readership
reached 3,00o, so
we developed
more features and
have included
beautiful
westcoast pictures
and bonus articles
and letters.
We also have a full
two year’s editions
of Island Tides
online for your
research.
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Going Somewhere? I
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com

Saturna and Parks Canada meet ~ Priscilla Ewbank
n January, the Parks Liaison Committee, which includes
representatives from most of Saturna’s service, interest, and
infrastructure groups (Islands trustees, Community Club,
tourism association, volunteer firefighters, Pat the roads
foreman, etc.) had a long meeting with Parks Canada staff,
including Ron Hamilton, site superintendent of the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve, and our own two wardens, Scott Giroux
and Leila Sumi.
The Parks Liaison Committee provides an assessment of the
impacts of Parks Canada’s actions on Saturna. The meeting was
long; much was accomplished by straightforward and effective
communication. Here are the highlights:

Lyall Creek Mapping

Park warden Leila Sumi is mapping Lyall Creek, using Global
Positioning System (GPS), and collecting detailed information on
habitat features, channel morphology, fish and wildlife and water
quality. Leila reports, ‘Lyall Creek is a rarity in that it is the last
intact and protected salmon-bearing watershed in the Southern
Gulf Islands. The knowledge we gain from studying this creek will
serve as a benchmark for other streams in our region.’

Planning and Projects

Islands Forum

2005

11.00 am – 4.00 pm
Saturday, February 26, 2005
Dorchester Hotel
Nanaimo, BC
The Islands Trust Council is hosting this
community forum to promote dialogue
about development in the Trust Area, to
enhance understanding of the Islands
Trust’s role and to identify tools for
managing development.
To reserve your place at the forum,please register
by February 18* through the Islands Trust website
at www.islandstrust.bc.ca; or alternatively contact
Jas Chonk by e-mail at jchonk@islandstrust.bc.ca or
call toll free via Enquiry BC in Vancouver
604.660.2421 or elsewhere in BC 1.800.663.7867
to receive a registration form.
*Late registrants will be waitlisted.

Parks Canada’s trail planning is beginning. Parks Canada wants
to coordinate trail systems and safety standards with local parks
and recreation efforts and private landowners where possible.
A draft fire protection agreement is being reviewed with our
fire department. All stakeholers recognize that the National Park
is situated in a wildland-urban interface with attendant fire risks.
The Park Advisory Board has made great strides and held
many meetings. The first round of consultation is complete and
interim park zoning is being prepared. This group will return to
Saturna for further input in the spring.
A point-of-exit visitor questionnaire will be conducted from
May to September with a report next January. This
questionnaire will be help to profile of who visits the Islands,
why they are coming, and what they want.
SATURNA from page 3
instruments and ability to a charmed and thoroughly entertained
Saturna audience.
Mr. Zukerman is a bassoon virtuoso and aficionado. He is
world-known as a leading authority and performer on this
instrument. You remember the bassoon? The part of
Grandfather in the symphonic piece ‘Peter and the Wolf’ was
represented by the ponderous sounds of the low-voiced bassoon.
However, the star of Saturna’s show was the concert harp.
This huge instrument looks like an elegant piano sans box
turned upright. Ms Krutzen explained the harp workings to a
fascinated audience. The huge rococo, gold centre-post houses
the wires that run from the seven foot-pedals to the strings,
making sharps and flats and other shifts.
Our Community Hall is the perfect venue for these small,
lively presentations. The acoustics are wonderful (as
commented on by all the groups who play in the Hall) and the
space is intimate and personal, allowing for close-up listening
and watching of the performances. The hands of the harpist
were wonderful to watch—one hand silhouetted through the
strings and the other clearly in view—playing in soft sweeps and
then damping the strings to shut off the sound.
Our two Tai Chi teachers were in awe of the flautist’s breath
control as she played on and on with a seemingly endless supply
of breath.

Interesting Tidbits

Other important items that came up at the meeting were:
• Parks and Recreation and Parks Canada have worked out a
very successful ten-year lease for the Saturna Lamb BBQ site
and the athletic field.
• Parks Canada has agreed that trees that have to come down will
go to the Saturna Lions for firewood for the needy.
• Parks Canada has a Winter Cove Park helipad location in mind.
Besides ambulance service they envision the helipad being a
staging area for wildfire control. They will consult with
ambulance rep Geri Crooks and firechief Terry Danylui.
• Parks will be sending a letter in support of the Saturna
Community Club’s combined efforts to get insurance coverage
or our ambulance assistants.
• Parks Canada is providing funds in support of the Saturna
Island Tourist Association brochure.

Mount Warburton Vandalism

Another less happy issue, discussed thoroughly at the Parks
Liaison Meeting, is that the parking area at the lookout at Mount
Warburton Pike has been vandalized. Individuals are moving the
large rocks that delineate the parking zone, which allows vehicles
to be driven outside the designated parking area, thereby
damaging the restoration efforts in the surrounding terrain.
Parks Canada was cooperative last year in developing a site
plan that addressed the community’s desire to be able to access
this stunning viewpoint. The Liaison Committee was unanimous
in expressing concern that further incidents may jeopardize this.
They request and ask for the community’s cooperation that
visitors to Warburton Pike treat the area with respect and in no
case attempt to take vehicles beyond the parking area. This is our
first instance of Park abuse. If possible, we wish to resolve this
issue by ourselves, within our community. We hope that Parks
does not have to fortify the natural rocks that form the parking
boundary thus diminishing the natural beauty of the site for our
community and the public at large. 0
This was a great concert performed by down-to-earth, easyto-be-with musicians. Thanks to all the people who organize the
concerts, billet the musicians, bake, serve tea and coffee at the
performances, and run the lights and sound—it is an
unbelievable deal for those of us who love music.

Celebrating Jim Gilliland

Islanders were shocked and saddened to hear of the death of
long-time Saturna Islander, Jim Gilliland. Jim died early on the
morning of February 1. Jim’s soft Scottish voice offering up
humour and warmth and was always a pleasure to encounter.
Jim’s wife, Betty is in Victoria, with their daughters and
family to comfort her and to help find a path to negotiate this
great sorrow. The family will have a Saturna Island service and
celebration of Jim’s life.

Welcome Kiana!

Saturna Island will have a baby shower February 13 at the Hall to
honour new mom Brianne Jones and new baby Kiana Jaden
Jones. All are welcome, bring snacks. Call Melanie Gaines for
details.

Vikings of Greenland

On February 15, Dr. Erle Nelson, UBC archeology professor will
give an illustrated talk on the Vikings of Greenland. Erle will speak

SATURNA, please turn to facing page

2005 Integrated Electricity Plan

2005 Integrated Electricity Plan

Information Sessions

Information Sessions

Help BC Hydro plan for the future – attend a 2005
Integrated Electricity Plan Public Information Session

Help BC Hydro plan for the future – attend a 2005
Integrated Electricity Plan Public Information Session

BC Hydro is developing its plan for meeting future electricity needs and wants your input.

BC Hydro is developing its plan for meeting future electricity needs and wants your input.

Building on the 2004 Integrated Electricity Plan and regional information sessions, the 2005
Integrated Electricity Plan, or IEP, will identify how BC Hydro expects to meet future electricity
needs of its customers.

Building on the 2004 Integrated Electricity Plan and regional information sessions, the 2005
Integrated Electricity Plan, or IEP, will identify how BC Hydro expects to meet future electricity
needs of its customers.

BC Hydro invites you to learn more about electricity planning and provide your input at public
information sessions being held throughout the province.

BC Hydro invites you to learn more about electricity planning and provide your input at public
information sessions being held throughout the province.

The following information session is scheduled in your area:

The following information session is scheduled in your area:

Nanaimo

Victoria

Tuesday, February 15
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m

Thursday, February 24
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m

Beban Park Recreation Centre
Rooms 7 & 8

Holiday Inn
Blanshard/Quadra Room

2300 Bowen Road

3020 Blanshard Street

Registration at 6:00 p.m.

Registration at 6:00 p.m.

A Provincial IEP Committee will consider feedback from these sessions. The committee’s goal is
to determine a preferred energy portfolio by developing a range of preferred resource options.

A Provincial IEP Committee will consider feedback from these sessions. The committee’s goal is
to determine a preferred energy portfolio by developing a range of preferred resource options.

BC Hydro looks forward to hearing from you. For more information, please call 1 888 224-9376
(1 888 BCHYDRO), or email iep.2005@bchydro.com, or visit www.bchydro.com/iep.

BC Hydro looks forward to hearing from you. For more information, please call 1 888 224-9376
(1 888 BCHYDRO), or email iep.2005@bchydro.com, or visit www.bchydro.com/iep.

Please confirm your attendance by calling Lisa Rasmussen at 250-755-7173 or emailing her at
vancouverisland.communityrelations@bchydro.com.

Please confirm your attendance by calling Lisa Rasmussen at 250-755-7173 or emailing her at
vancouverisland.communityrelations@bchydro.com.

reliable power, at low cost, for generations
www.bchydro.com
0105-326

reliable power, at low cost, for generations
www.bchydro.com
0105-326
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Sustainable seed supply
theme of conference

BC’s organic community is meeting in Sidney during the last
week of the month for the Certified Organic Associations of BC
(COABC) annual conference and AGM.
The conference will be an opportunity to gain information,
analysis, and skills to develop a sustainable seed supply. The
keynote address on Friday evening will be given by Humberto
Rios, the dynamic and articulate head of the participatory seed
breeding program in Cuba. Other sessions on the seed theme
include: a presentation on the new Plant Breeders Rights
legislation by Stewart Wells, president of the National Farmers
Union, a workshop on seed saving and (getting right down to
earth) the Sunday Seed Sale.
The conference package, including the workshop program
and registration form, are posted on COABC’s website at
www.certifiedorganic.bc.ca. For more info, contact Lee Fuge at
leefuge@pacificcoast.net or 250-385-7974.0
SLOW ISLANDS from page 3
The review generally bumps along, stirs up a few wasps’ nests,
trips over some special interests, takes more time than anyone
ever imagined and concludes with a product that satisfies no one.
And that makes most of us happy. And what adds to our pleasure
is the knowledge we won’t have to do it again for another eight or
so years.
Intrusions into this cycle that are not of our own making are
impositions on our time—the time we have constructed, island
time, our time. But, not to worry, we know that time is cyclical and
for those whose development projects missed the last opportunity
for full community scrutiny there will be another time.
Landscapes, we know, are not impatient, only people are. There
will always be another OCP to write and more landscapes to
modify. And therefore, it seems to us that folks whose
development projects have the potential for major impact on a
small island environment might be recommended to begin their
community involvement by observing ‘island time’ and
demonstrating patience by planning their proposal to coincide
with a full OCP review.
So, that’s what the Slow Islands Movement is about … it’s
about time. In the end, we know that our two most powerful
allies are patience and time and, furthermore, that because we
are the authors and custodians of our own Official Community
Plans that ‘Time is on our side—yes it is.’0
SATURNA from previous page
on the Fields of Greenland, which are still there after 700 years.
The ultimate question of Erle’s talk is very relevant—‘Do
humans tend to eat themselves out of house and home until
their societies crash?’ Greenland and Easter Island are both
subjects used to exemplify this theory. This was also the topic of
last fall’s, CBC Massey Lectures, ‘A Short History of Progress,’
given by Gulf Islander Ronald Wright.
This talk should be fascinating with Erle at the helm. Erle and
Gitta have had their Saturna home at Lyall Harbour for years. As
a student, Erle worked on the Pender Canal ‘dig’ and did some
of the write-up. This is the our only local archeological study.

Community Dinner

The Saturna Women’s Service Club will have a Community
Dinner on February 24. You can’t beat this deal—a homecooked
meal with your neighbors for $10 for adults and $5 for children.
No preparation, no dishes! What a boon to the community!

Parks Canada Meetings

Parks Canada and the provincial government are holding
information workshops around the Gulf Islands to ‘assess the
feasibility of establishing a national marine conservation area in
the southern Strait of Georgia.’ The agencies will make their
presentation on Saturna on February 9 at the Community Hall.
(See article, page 1, and advertisements, page 3, for details.)

Oops!

If you turn our wonderful new Saturna telephone directory over,
as I did yesterday, you will notice that we have four more
Saturna Elementary School artists to thank for their back page
art work: Kaleb Walker, Nicholas Range, Giovanna DaviesCarberry and Arielle Middleditch. 0
MARINE STUDY from page 1
northern tip of Gabriola Island and as far south as D’Arcy Island—
the waters around all the islands in the southern Strait of Georgia.
CPAWS is asking the public to take action to in two ways. The
first is to join the NMCA Coalition, a non-governmental body of
conservancy groups, scientists and stakeholders working to
establish a National Marine Conservation Area. For more
information see: http://cpawsbc.org/action/nmca.
Secondly, CPAWS suggests people ask for the expansion of
the study area through contacting Parks Canada: Steve
Langdon, Director of NMCA Establishment, Parks Canada, 711
Broughton St, 2nd floor, Victoria, BC V8W 1E2, or
steve.langdon@pc.gc.ca. 0

SHORELINE DESIGN

specializing in water
access over steep
& rugged terrain
Peter
Christenson

excellent
references
fully insured
www.shorelinedesign.ca

250-629-8386

peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

Bulletin Board

(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: February 16, 2004
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS - $17.12 for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!

4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan
4Adjust bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29.95

$

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

FOR RENT

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER LONG TERM: Bachelor
style, newly renovated insulated,
furnished cottage–$600 (inclusive).
Beautiful ocean views, 3 bedroom
+den/office. Available immediately
–$800. Beautiful views, large deck,
private entrance, bachelor suite
–$550. PENDER: Furnished, cozy 2bedroom; ocean views and close
to beach access. Available
immediately to March 31, 2005
–$800.
Licensed
Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HEALTH

Aromatherapy
Massage

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
In t he M ind’ss E ye
M a in t e n a nc e

Handyman/Renovator

• renos, repairs, maintenance
contracts available, decks built
• 20 yrs exp, references

Serving Victoria to
Nanaimo and Gulf Islands

1-250-732-4110

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

At the

Serenity Skyloft

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

629-6739

MARINE

ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca

GSX from page 2
Terasen Gas, said he doesn’t support pre-judging, claimed to be
disinterested, but raised a question of ‘necessity’: ‘There is no
other panel of the Commission that can hear this EPA application
in the timeframe that is required to meet the timing of this
project.’ GA Fulton, Commission Counsel, quoted a case
involving Lord Hoffman, who because of his association with
Amnesty International, was asked to stand down from the trial of
General Pinochet.

And At the End

Mr. Andrews had his turn at rebuttal: ‘I turn to the facts of the
case rather than talking about how it was important to turn to
the facts of the case.’ He noted that Duke Point P had stated that
it would not proceed with the project unless the Court of Appeal
has dealt with any appeal. (This would appear to make it difficult
for Hydro to argue that there is no bias on the part of the Panel
because it admits the possibility that the Court of Appeal might
find that there is.)
But Chairman Hobbs had the final word. At 1:30pm on
Thursday, January 27, he dismissed the GSXCCC application
‘with reasons to follow.’
So on Thursday afternoon, the hearing continued …
The Chairman: Mr. Bois? You’re on your feet. You can have
the mike.
C. Bois (Norske): Oh, go ahead. Say what you were going to
say.
Chairman: Well, I’d rather hear from you.
Mr. Bois: I thought I may not have to say it.
Chairman: I’d rather hear from you first.
Mr. Bois: Well, maybe I’d rather hear from you … 0

• architectural wood
mouldings
• custom-made
hardwood flooring
• custom-milled VG fir

Call:

250-655-9184

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada
• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.

* Therapy for the Mind,
Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Personalized Blends
* Gift Certificates Available

Island
Mouldings

www.flynn.ca

Specializing in…

PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CAL L DAV E WOOD E
C ONTR AC TI NG :

25 0- 5 3 7 -5 11 1 or
1- 8 00 - 80 4- 62 8 8

Servicing the Gulf Islands

CHILD CARE

Gramma’s house overnight child
care on Salt Spring Island coming
April 2005! Call 250-537-4433 to
reserve your child in advance.
http://saltspringislandchildcare.blo
gspot.com

T revo r ’ss
Ga rd en
Ma i nt e na nc e

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

250-629-3 380

GREEN PARTY

Tax cuts for the rich (Liberal)
Sweetheart deals for unions (NDP)
The Green Party and candidate Ken
Rouleau believe in equality—not
favouritism for special interest
groups. www.greenparty.sgi.ca

Advertise!

www.islandtides.com

FOUR-DAY WEEK from page 1

parents who are more unhappy with the length of the school
day. Yet, more than 70% of all respondents feel there is enough
time for students to learn what is covered in class, complete
homework, and catch up when absent from class. It is necessary
that we examine, school by school, the concerns of the
remaining 30%.’
A review of the questionnaire by the Four Day Week
Implementation Task Force began on January 12. The Task
Force will to make recommendations to the Board by March. 0
LETTERS from page 5
Islands’ eastern shorelines within 5 minutes. Either of these
scenarios is enough to send shivers up the spine for those living
on those shores. Research indicates that submarine landslides
along BC’s coastal areas are not uncommon events, but
thankfully, most have occurred in unpopulated areas.
Although the main triggering mechanism for a submarine
landslide is likely to be an earthquake, other triggers have been
identified. Slope fatigue, construction activities and the vibration
from heavy machinery and equipment have all been identified as
possible triggers. This all sounds uncomfortably like Roberts
Bank and one can only ponder what new stresses the recently
approved port expansion along with the increased construction
and heavy traffic will have upon the sandy slopes beneath.
An earthquake that might trigger a submarine slide of the
Fraser delta could be a large distant one or a smaller more
localized event. In either case, the ground-shaking would provide
coastal residents some warning and an opportunity to move to
higher ground. Conversely, an underwater slump caused by
fatigue would offer no warnings—no precursor of what was about
to happen. In this respect, a little knowledge can go a long way. If
you live on the eastern shores of the southern Islands and you feel
the ground shake, be aware that it would be wise to seek higher
ground, away from the shoreline, as quickly as possible as there
is no way of knowing if an underwater event has been triggered.
On the other hand, if you should notice the sea suddenly
withdrawing from the shoreline, like a super-low tide, then run—
don’t walk—to the closest high ground away from the shoreline.
Hopefully such an event will never occur but recognizing the
danger signs and knowing what to do may just save your life.
Steve McDonald, Mayne Island 0

Grant funds Ruby Alton Reserve
rainwater catchment project
The Islands Trust received $35,000 for its
rainwater catchment and education project—a
complete rainwater collection system for the
Ruby Alton Nature Reserve house on Salt Spring
Island. Intended as a demonstration project, the
system will show how a substantial proportion of
the total water demand of a four-person
household can be supplied by rooftop catchment
of rainwater and will educate the public on the
need to conserve and use rainwater.
The grant was awarded the Green Building
Grant Program, which is funded by VanCity
Credit Union and the Real Estate Foundation

of British Columbia. This program is a new
initiative that provides annual grants of up to
$50,000 to non-profits or cooperatives for
building renovations, retrofits and regulatory
changes to support more environmentally
friendly buildings.
This year’s recipients also include O.U.R.
EcoVillage in Shawnigan Lake for the greening
of its climate change demonstration building
and the Society Promoting Environmental
Conservation in Vancouver for its sustainable
energy public demonstration building.0

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Service Notice
Galiano Island
Temporary Service Schedule
February 19 - March 10, 2005
As part of the Sturdies Bay dock replacement
project, a temporary service schedule combining
water taxi, shuttle bus and regular ferry travel
will be in effect from Saturday, February 19 to
Thursday, March 10.
The water taxi will operate between Sturdies Bay
government dock and Miner’s Bay dock on
Mayne Island. The shuttle bus will operate
between Miner's Bay and Village Bay ferry
terminal. Both the water taxi and shuttle bus
will make an extra round trip if required.
Regular ferry service between Mayne Island and
Swartz Bay and Tsawwassen will be in effect
during this time.
Free parking is available at both Tsawwassen and
Swartz Bay terminals for Galiano Island customers.
Updated Galiano Island service information is
available 24 hours a day on the BC Ferries
website at www.bcferries.com, or by calling
toll free to 1-888-BC FERRY between
7:00 am and 10:00 pm.
You may also contact:
Sturdies Bay Terminal, (250) 539-2622 or
Steve Nussbaum, Manager Terminal Operations
Inter-Island Services (South)
(250) 653-4245
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New Trust program appeals to
‘stewards of the land’
When Shai Topaz went on a Salt Spring Island
Conservancy walk last summer, he heard about
an Islands Trust proposal that piqued his
interest. Landowners could put a covenant on
their land to preserving it in its natural state; in
return the landowner would receive a property
tax break.
Now that the Islands Trust has launched the
Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption
Program (NATEP), Topaz will likely be one of
the first residents to explore the opportunity.
The application fee will be waived for the first
five landowners who apply.
The concept is simple. Owners of
environmentally, geologically or culturally
significant land can now protect their land
forever. They can register a legal covenant to
protect some or all of their land. Owners will
retain title to the land and can continue to live
there, sell it or bequeath it—but with the
certainty that a treasured piece of the island
will be kept in its natural state. In return,
landowners will receive a property tax break on
the land they’ve protected.
‘Development is happening at an alarming
rate on Salt Spring Island,’ said Topaz, owner of
Amber House Bed and Breakfast. ‘With a
covenant, we can say that not only are we not
going to allow certain development to happen,
but we can ensure that what we have now will
be protected. This program won’t stop
development from happening, but putting a
covenant on the land can help protect it.’
The portion of land that Topaz is
considering registering a covenant on is ‘an
average kind of forest, but there’s Garry oak I
would like to see protected.’
He thinks landowners on the Islands will
respond to the program, ‘but we need people
who see themselves as keepers of the land, not
just owners of the land. It’s a responsibility. We
only occupy land for an average of 60–70 years
or so, and that’s if we stay in one place all the
time. The only way to provide continuity on
private land is through a covenant, and that
way, the forest will definitely outlive us.’
Interested landowners can attend public
meetings the Islands Trust Fund is holding to
explain this new program. Two meetings have

NATEP Facts

Who can apply?

Anyone who owns property in the Galiano,
Gambier, Mayne, North or South Pender,
Saturna or Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee areas.

How can I apply?

Complete a NAPTEP application, available
from Islands Trust: www.islandstrust.bc.ca
or call 250-405-5186

What are the timelines?

Applications will be received after March 1,
2005. Applications must be submitted by
April 1 in order to receive a tax credit for the
following year.

How much will it cost?

• Landowners can expect to pay for an
application to the program ($375-$525) and
fees for professional services (including a
baseline report on the land, a survey, legal
and tax advice and covenant-registration
costs).
• Landowners will also be expected to fund an
annual monitoring report, ensuring that the
land is not being used for purposes excluded
by the covenant. This report will cost$250
minimum or up to 5% of that year’s tax
exemption.

How much will I save?

Landowners will receive a 65% property tax
exemption on the protected portion of their
land. The amount of the exemption will vary
depending on both the assessed value of the
land and how much land is subject to the
covenant.
been held already, one on Salt Spring and one
on Pender. Upcoming meetings are:
• February 12: Saturna Island, Community
Hall, 105 East Point Road, 1pm–3pm
• February 13: Mayne Island, Agricultural Hall,
430 Fernhill Road, 1pm–3pm
• February 19: Gambier Island, Community
Centre, Andy’s Bay Road, 2pm–4pm
More information from the Islands Trust:
250-405-5186, or www.islandstrust.bc.ca.0

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SOUND PASSAGE ADVENTURES INC.
Pender Island, BC

250-629-3920 or
1-877-629-3930
Toll-free in North America

www.soundpassageadventures.com

Whale Watching / Eco-Tours, Winery Tours • Scuba Diving
Charters, Lessons & Rentals • Power & Sailing Charters &
Lessons • Fishing Charters • Kayak & Paddle Boat Rentals •
Corporate Retreats • Water Transportation / Island Hopping

Visit our

advertisers
online:

www.islandtides.com

SERVING SIDNEY AND SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Quiet location, close to
university + hospital.
Organic breakfasts.
Ensuite. $40-$60

250-598-7015

ADVERTISE!
Call
250-629-3660
or Email

islandtides@islandtides.com

View our rates
and circulation
online at:

www.islandtides.com

Enjoy!

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

39

$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2005.
* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

Don’t forget to visit the new:

www.islandtides.com

