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Standardized
testing—teachers
vote to comply with
LRB order
BC
Public
School
Employers’
Association (BCPSEA) has taken the
British Columbia Teachers Federation
to the Labour Relations Board over its
advice to teachers leaving them free to
reject across-the-board testing of school
children.
The Labour Relations Board decided
in favour of BCPSEA. The BCTF will
cease and desist from advising
members not to administer the
Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA)
test. BCTF executive committee put a
province-wide vote to teachers, that
they comply, under protest, with the
order of the Labour Relations Board to
administer the FSA. The vote was 83%
in favour with over 12,000 teachers
voting.
Despite the vote, BCTF says that
teachers firmly believe that FSA does
not help students learn, teachers teach,
or parents understand their child’s
progress. The FSA is not used for report
cards or to diagnose learning problems
and the results are not used to
determine which schools may need
extra resources: instead it takes valuable
time and precious resources away from
teaching and learning, says BCTF.
‘This vote does not end the BCTF’s
campaign. Even though the FSA is going
ahead, we cannot in good conscience
recommend that any parent support the
administration of the FSA to their child.
We recommend to parents that they
write a letter to the principal requesting
that their child be exempted from FSA
testing,’ commented Irene Lanzing,
president of BCTF.

Foundation Skills
Assessment
BCTF says concerns about FSA testing
have been voiced by teachers, parents,
trustees, researchers, academics, and
others for several years.
Testing began in Year 2000, with the
Provincial Learning Assessment
Program, to produce a random sample
evaluation of the system, but soon
became a province-wide battery of tests,
called the FSA. Despite eight years of
testing, BCTF says it is not aware of any
additional resources ever given to the
schools identified as needing assistance.
FSA testing is given to 9- and 12year-olds each February (Grades 4 and
7). It is administered over five days, and
usually requires five full mornings of
testing. Sections of the FSA are done by
computer and technological problems
may interfere with results—often
computer labs are unavailable or not
working.
Teachers say that the overuse of
standardized testing narrows the
TEST, please turn to page 2
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Sunset from Brown Ridge, Saturna Island

Are you on the voters’ list?

In preparation for the BC provincial election, 3.2
million people across the province are being asked to
ensure they’re registered to vote. The election and the
referendum on electoral reform will take place in May.
Making sure you’re on the voters list is a crucial first
step on the way to voting on May 12, said BC’s Chief
Electoral Officer Harry Neufeld. ‘It’s a quick and easy
process, but you must be on the list to vote in the
election and referendum.’
Elections BC is mailing two million enumeration
notices to households across the province to make
registration available to all eligible voters. Voters who
are not registered or those whose information is
incorrect on the notice are asked to update their
registration online at www.elections.bc.ca or by
phoning 1-800-661-8683.
For many British Columbians, the notice will also
provide a first look at the names of their new ridings
that come into effect this spring as a result of boundary
changes following voter redistribution.
In the May 12 election, there will be 85 electoral
districts—up from 79 in the last election. In addition to
electing Members of the Legislature, voters will be
deciding on electoral reform, choosing between the
existing first-past-the-post and the proposed single
transferable vote electoral systems (see quiz, page 8).
Enumeration continues until April 21. Elections BC
staff will visit homeless shelters, social services
agencies and long-term care facilities to register eligible
voters and provide information about voting in the first
three weeks of April.
For more information, visit Elections BC’s website
at www.elections.bc.ca. 0

Two hospitals proposed
for North Island
At the end of January, the Vancouver Island Health
Authority (VIHA) announced it has endorsed a new
model for the delivery of acute care (hospital) services
on the Vancouver Island.
‘The 122,000 people who live in the Comox Valley,
Campbell River, Mount Waddington and the West
Coast communities deserve high quality health care
services accessible through modern, state-of-the-art
hospitals,’ said Jac Kreut, Chair of the VIHA Board.’
We have clearly heard what area residents, community
representatives and health care providers have said
about the need to maintain fully functioning hospitals
in both Campbell River and in the Comox Valley.’
As a result of this feedback, VIHA is proposing two
new hospitals be built to serve residents of the Comox
Strathcona area—one hospital in Campbell River and
one hospital in the Comox Valley. Together, the new
HOSPITALS, please turn to page 2

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Public-private ‘partnerships’ questioned
Given the current economic down-turn and the
move to infrastructure projects to get the
economy moving, public-private partnerships
(P3s) have stepped into the forefront. However,
a just-released study by forensic auditor Ron
Parks, and Rosanne Terhart, raises questions
about taxpayer value for money in the use of
P3s to build and manage infrastructure.
Parks and Terhart’s study, for Canadian
Union of Public Employees, is especially relevant
because of current interest in government
‘economic stimulus’ measures, seeking rapid
starts on ‘shovel-ready’ projects. Given a
government preference for P3s, Parks has
recommended a greater degree of skepticism
towards P3s and that the government take more
of an ‘investigative approach’ in their use.

The ‘Efficiency’ Argument
A frequently repeated maxim is that
‘government should be run like a business.’
Given the revelations of recent months as to
how recklessly prominent businesses have
actually been run, it is most certainly time to
review that cliché.
Governments typically justify the provision
of public facilities and services by the private
sector with the following arguments: the private
sector is ‘more efficient’ than government and
therefore the overall cost is less and the
taxpayer saves money; the long term contract
transfers all the ‘risk’ of construction and
operation to the private sector; and, since the
debt is carried by the private sector,
government debt is reduced.
Certainly, there are plenty of situations
where policies and actions taken by
governments and their bureaucracies are
inappropriate, inadequate, or just plain wrong.
But the task of government is fundamentally far
more complicated and difficult than a
corporation, since it must not only make
decisions based on multiple ‘bottom lines’ but
must also do so while maintaining transparency
and accountability to the citizenry.
Mistakes in government tend to be public:
mistakes in business are often only revealed in
failure or collapse, often resulting from
considering one bottom line above all others.
Recent months have seen plenty of examples
and ironically, it is government that has been
called upon to repair the damage.

A Self-fulfilling Prophecy
Unfortunately, the belief that government is
inefficient may become a self-fulfilling
prophecy, and the proliferation of P3s makes a

significant contribution to a decline in the
competence of both politicians and the civil
service. The effect is to cede management of
government to corporations whose interests
need not extend beyond financial success and
the survival of the organization, and certainly
do not include transparency and accountability.
Governing is a more sophisticated task than
business; democracy is a more demanding
taskmaster than the ‘market’. Social and
environmental objectives are more complex
and difficult to achieve than profits. Successful
democracy demands competence and fairness
on the part of both elected and appointed
officials.
It follows that government should be led and
managed by individuals with the best of skills
and motivations. Assigning major government
tasks to the limited horizons of the private
sector works directly against maintaining
government competence, and leads to the
decline of both government and democracy.

Risk Transfer?
The intent of use of P3s is to ‘transfer these risks
to the private sector’. It is doubtful whether P3s
lead to ‘risk-free’ government, though there is
little doubt that this is an objective of politicians
who wish to remain in power. In fact, much of
government consists of the avoidance,
management, and mitigation of risks. As we
have seen worldwide over the past year, the
private sector is in the business of ‘monetizing’
risk, which is a cute way of expressing the
obvious: that the greater the risk, the more it
costs to insure against it, all expressed in
dollars. So if the private partner in a P3 is
presented with a risk, it will either attempt to
transfer the risk to the other partner (the
government) or the private partner will want to
get paid for assuming the risk.
The usual way of insuring against a risky
investment is to charge a higher rate of interest;
which is why corporations generally pay higher
interest than government on their
borrowings—they are not such a good bet.
Governments, with their permanent ability to
collect taxes, are simply better credit risks. (This
is why it is being left up to governments to
finance bailouts.)

Partnerships BC
In BC, a provincial government agency called
Partnerships BC (PBC) is responsible for
evaluating whether proposed government
P3s, please turn to page 3
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New Gulf Islands Alliance chairperson

M

isty MacDuffee of Pender Island is the new chair of the
Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA), replacing founding chair
Christine Torgrimson of Salt Spring who was elected to
Islands Trust in last November’s local elections.
MacDuffee holds a bachelors degree in biology and
environmental science and has been working on salmon
conservation and management issues for 10 years with both
government and non-government organizations.
The 300-member alliance, formed three years ago, is a
grassroots, non-profit group dedicated to preservation and
protection of the Gulf Islands’ natural and social environments,
and its rural nature. The alliance supports the Islands Trust’s
legislated mandate.
Misty was elected at a meeting of the GIA board on Galiano
Island. ‘Misty will be a marvellous chair,’ Torgrimson
commented. ‘She has the experience, passion and ability to help
carry GIA forward in effective and exciting new ways, with good

support and participation from the rest of the board and
membership.’
Several years ago, MacDuffee travelled around North
America and abroad with a 4,000-pound cedar stump from
Clayoquot Sound to raise global awareness about temperate
rainforest destruction on Vancouver Island.
She was chair of the Raincoast Conservation Foundation
from 1999 to 2007 and a board member of the Land
Conservancy of BC. MacDuffee is involved in salmon research
and advocating for fisheries reform.
Among tasks previously undertaken, GIA commissioned a
legal opinion that showed the ‘preserve and protect’ intent of the
Trust Act would be highly defensible if ever challenged in court.
GIA also lobbied to upgrade local trust planning services to allow
for greater public input when the Islands Trust considers
proposals that affect a major portion of any island. 0

New trust fund chair

C

hristine Torgrimson has been named chair of the Islands
Trust Fund Board. Torgrimson, a Salt Spring Island local
trustee, was elected by the board at its first meeting of
2009. First appointed to the Trust Fund Board in December
2007 and also elected to the board by Trust Council in December
2008, Torgrimson brings more than 30 years of experience
working with land trusts, conservation groups and other public
interest organizations.
‘I am delighted with the Board’s decision’ said Sheila
Malcolmson, Islands Trust Council Chair. ‘Christine is highly
energetic and a strong supporter of the conservation work the
Trust Fund Board undertakes. With her combination of
experience and success in the land trust movement, I am
confident she will provide strong leadership for both the board
and staff.’
Prior to joining the Trust Fund Board, Torgrimson held the
positions of founding chair of the Gulf Islands Alliance and vicechair of the Salt Spring Official Community Plan Economic
Sustainability, Jobs and Tourism Focus Group.
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hospitals would have about 250 beds—an increase of 80 beds in
Campbell River and Comox.
‘VIHA’s new approach keeps community hospital services in
each community intact, while also giving North Island residents
better and closer access to enhanced regional health care
services such as renal programs, cardiac services, cancer care,
MRI diagnostics, enhanced senior care, higher levels of
maternity and trauma care and psychiatric emergency care—
services that are currently only available in Nanaimo or
Victoria,’ said Kreut, who stressed that VIHA’s new model for
two new hospitals is a proposal only.
VIHA has not determined specific site locations for either
hospital. The model itself does not yet have provincial
government or local government endorsement, and no funding
request has been made to either level of government.
Initial estimates, based on similar projects in other
jurisdictions, put the cost of the two new hospitals at between
$500 to $600 million (plus or minus 10%), plus incremental
annual operating costs. 0
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Meanwhile, BCTF says, 177 public schools have been closed in
BC, there are 10,000 overcrowded classes, special needs are
neglected, and some school districts are on a 4-day week as a cost
cutting measure. BCTF is currently screening an advertisement
about some of these issues which can also be viewed on YouTube
at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vD_mi4_gSqY. 0
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TEST from page 1
curriculum and reduce the opportunities for students to engage
in richer, deeper, and meaningful learning experiences. They add
that, because no single test or assessment strategy is completely
reliable, teachers do use a wide variety of assessment tools and
strategies such as projects, presentations, goal-setting, quizzes,
classroom tests, and writing samples.
BCTF claims that FSA results are misused to rank schools,
based on a very narrow measure, and that they set up a false
impression of public schools, teachers, and students.
BCTF is demanding that FSA should only be administered on
a random, sample basis. This, the federation says, would meet
the government’s stated need to assess the system while
protecting a quality public education experience for students.
Lanzinger said the BCTF will continue to press for further
meetings with the Minister to seek a resolution to the issue.

AT POINT ATKINSON

FEBRUARY
Day

Formerly, Torgrimson served as strategic advisor, associate
director and development director for the Yellowstone to Yukon
Conservation Initiative, and co-founded one of the largest and
most successful land trusts in the United States.
‘I appreciate the vote of confidence from the Board,’
Torgrimson said. ‘I know that, together with our hardworking
staff and dedicated conservation partners throughout the
islands, we will continue to successfully protect more of the rare
and lovely places of the Trust Area. These Islands are Canada’s
westcoast gems, and I am pleased to be a part of a team pledged
to ensure their ongoing natural beauty and integrity.’
Torgrimson becomes the seventh chair elected to the Trust
Fund Board since its inception in 1990. She replaces Sheila
Malcolmson. Malcolmsen was elected Islands Trust Council
Chair last December.
The Islands Trust Fund Board governs the Islands Trust
Fund, a regional conservation land trust established to help
preserve and protect the unique character and environment of
the islands in the Strait of Georgia and Howe Sound. The Islands
Trust Fund protects natural areas through voluntary land
donations, conservation covenants, land purchase and
stewardship education programs. The Islands Trust Fund
currently protects more than 975 hectares (2,409 acres) of land
on 75 properties.
The next Trust Fund Board meeting is on April 9: meetings are
open to the public. The complete meeting schedule for 2009 is
posted online at: islandstrustfund.bc.ca/board/meetings.cfm. 0

YOUR BUSINESS
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This article can be found at www.islandtides.com, in the
Reprints section of our online archive, go through ‘BC Politics,’
box in left column. It is a easy size to email.
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Make Housing the Priority for Federal ‘Shovel-Ready’ Dollars
Ben Isitt

For the first time in a generation, the federal government is
poised to become a major partner in social housing development
in Canada. This creates real opportunities for housing advocates
and providers who, after decades of being a lone voice in the
political wilderness, have ready-made solutions for ending
homelessness. The challenge today is to mobilize ‘shovel ready’
projects that will provide non-market homes in the near-term.
We are living in interesting times. Economic recession has
dealt a swift blow to the tired neo-liberal mantra of ‘lean
government.’ Faced with a massive credit crunch and slumping
real estate, construction, resource, and manufacturing sectors,
politicians across the political spectrum are embracing the
Keynesian option of ‘interventionist government’—hoping to
spend their way out of the deepest recession since the 1930s.
In Canada, economic conditions combine with unique
political conditions. A minority Parliament nearly fired the
prime minister in December when he refused to acknowledge
the need for bold government action. Now, Prime Minister
Harper has reversed course, delivering the largest deficit in
recent memory—one that includes $2-billion devoted for
affordable housing. While these funds are geared primarily
toward renovations, rather than new housing construction, the
shift in policy is a step in the right direction.
At key moments in Canada’s history, popular pressure has
forced the federal government to intervene in the private

housing market. During the First World War, veterans
compelled the government of Robert Borden to legislate the
Soldier Settlement Act, which, despite administrative problems,
aimed to provide land to veterans.
During the Second World War, the Liberal government of
William Lyon Mackenzie King formed the Central Mortgage and
Housing Agency, later renamed Canadian Mortgage and
Housing Corporation (CMHC), to fund public housing
construction and guarantee private mortgages. The Veterans
Land Act empowered 165,000 war veterans to build homes for
themselves and their families.
During the ‘stagflation’ squeeze and oil shocks of the early
1970s, the minority Liberal government of Pierre Trudeau
(backed by the NDP) legislated the National Housing Act–
which spurred the formation of housing co-ops and provided
grants to restore old homes and build social housing.
Nearly one million low-income Canadians were housed
through an array of federal and provincial programs during these
innovative years.
However, the period since the 1980s has witnessed a retreat
from interventionist government. Globalization, resource
depletion, and factory closures coincided with Canadian
incarnations of neoconservative ‘Thatcherism’ and
‘Reaganomics.’ Tory Prime Minister Brian Mulroney privatized
HOUSING, please turn to page 6
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Besides determining whether a project is suited to a P3
approach, PBC is also responsible for lining-up bidders and
negotiating contracts with them on behalf of the provincial
government. This combination of activities unfortunately results
in PBC being an advocate for the P3 bandwagon.
Nevertheless, negotiations leading to large and complex
contracts can take some years to complete (thus removing these
projects from the ‘shovel-ready’ category sought to stimulate the
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P3s from page 1
projects are best carried out as P3s, and for negotiating contracts economy) and are carried out in secrecy. Public oversight is
with private sector partners.
minimal, with negotiations concealed behind the curtain of
Mr Parks, in his January 29 report, analyses the calculations ‘commercial confidentiality.’
used by PBC to make cost comparisons between private and
Often, because of the combination of capabilities required
public sector implementation. He notes that, in costing the and the long term nature of the contract, there is only one bidder
public sector alternative, PBC
(a large corporation or
not only adds to public sector Elements of Public-Private Partnerships consortium), putting the
costs an expected amount for
• a master contract for the design and construction of physical government at a disadvantage
the risks which could be
in arriving at an agreement.
infrastructure, providing for a profit on the work;
transferred to the private sector,
• the provision of private sector financing for construction,
Undisclosed Longbut also uses a ‘market’ interest
providing for a return on investment;
Term
Implications
rate similar to that used by the
• the operation and maintenance of the facility over the long
In
particular,
the long-term
private sector.
term, say 30-40 years, providing for a profit on the work; or
implications
of
a P3 contract
Mr Parks’ report identifies
• regular payments by government over the long term for the
remain
undisclosed.
Because a
this as ‘double counting’ the cost
provision of the facility—these may be financed by tolls or
P3 is designed to keep the cost
of risks in the public sector
user charges, and may well include guaranteed minimum
off the government’s books and
calculation confers a significant
payments regardless of use.
out of sight, it is a ‘buy now, pay
cost advantage to the private
sector alternative. He recommends that the public sector later’ arrangement, including unpublicized government
calculation should utilize an interest rate which represents actual commitments over the long term.
The government is, in fact, buying economic activity today in
government borrowing costs which, of course, are lower.
He also notes that, when government carries out a project, it exchange for future commitments of operating revenues; but
must be paid for up-front, but the payments to the private sector these commitments do not appear as debt on the government’s
typically take place over a long contract period. If a typical books. This may be sound long-term economic policy, but it is
not made explicit, and, as Mr
government interest rate were
Parks reports, is significantly
used (rather than a higher
Drawbacks with P3 Projects
more
expensive
than
private sector ‘market’ interest • The cost of the design and construction phase may exceed
conventional debt financing.
rate), the public sector
estimates. A competent private sector partner will seek to
It also limits the flexibility of
alternative cost would be
maximize the estimate to include a ‘cushion’.
government through future
reduced. He identifies this as • Interest and financing costs may exceed those anticipated,
particularly over the long term. This is particularly relevant
commitments of government
another technique which biases
today, with the ‘credit crunch’. Some PPPs (eg the twinning of funding. Granted, infrastructure
the PBC cost comparison
the Port Mann bridge), have attempted to shift their debt to
is permanent, but is normally not
towards P3s.
the government.
accompanied
by
40-year
This type of calculation could
maintenance contracts. Future
also, of course, have the result of • Operating and maintenance costs may be underestimated,
particularly over the long term. Again, the private sector
administrations may wish to
exaggerating the published
partner will build a good profit ‘cushion’, and will have an
change these arrangements, but
‘savings’ (over the life of the
incentive to reduce the quantity or quality of service over time.
would
face
substantial
contract) through using a P3.
• Use of the facility may be mispriced or overestimated, leading
cancellation costs. They are, in
to lower revenues than anticipated. This risk is frequently
Financing for the
effect, fettered.
transferred to the government through a long-term contract
Private Sector
From the private partners
payment or revenue guarantee, sometimes with escalator
The ‘credit crunch’ has, of
point of view, a completed
clauses. The government also acquires an incentive to direct
construction contract with
course, affected the financial
traffic towards the contracted facility, to increase toll or user
favourable financing and a longresources available to potential
fee revenues.
term guaranteed cash flow is a
private sector partners, and this
has been reflected in PBC’s negotiations, with the government valuable business property. In the future it will probably gain in
being asked to put up more of the money and possibly assume value, and may be sold or refinanced at considerable profit. This
more of the risk. However, John McArthur, president of Bilfinger profit, of course, goes to the private partner, not to the taxpayers
Berger Project Investments Inc, which has been involved in the of BC. 0
financing of the Sea to Sky and Kicking Horse Canyon highways
and the Kelowna and Vernon hospital projects, says that while
lending conditions today are ‘more stringent’, it is still possible to
obtain financing for P3s. Clearly, the risks undertaken by the
private sector are not that threatening to their cash flow.

P3 Negotiations

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME!

Mixing fresh
concrete at
your site

Your Island’s Concrete Solution
With Onsite Concrete there is no waste and
less impact on the environment.
Slinger services also available.

30

YEARS EXPERIENCE

OnsiteConcrete.ca
1-877-MIX-HERE (649-4373)

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

Call and use my 34+ years of
banking experience to help you
negotiate on your behalf

VERICO SELECT MORTAGE
205-1497 Admirals Rd, Victoria

BOB BURGESS

BRUCE MACLEOD
Mortgage Consultant

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

bruce.macleod@vericoselect.com
Bus: 250.483.1380
www.alexandermacleod.com
Cell: 250.514.7007
www.vericoselect.com
Toll-free: 1.877.262.7888

www.rainwaterconnection.com
NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

15,800 print copies delivered to

Gulf Islands’ households

2,200 print copies on the Ferry Routes &
in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Nanaimo, Bowser
& Campbell River
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www.islandtides.com
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Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
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Readers’ Letters
Sri Lanka In The News

Global Management

Dear Editor:
I have been watching the latest news reports on CNN, FOX, and
CBC International about what is going on in Sri Lanka. Having
lived there for six months, I got to know both Sinhalese (80%)
and Tamil (15%) individuals; the experience has given me a
much better understanding of what really is going on than what
North American news reports.
The conflict between the two races has been going on over
land ownership for over 5,000 years. Both sides migrated from
India. On face value its religious conflict...Buddhist Sinhalese
against Hindu Tamil. Its also about philosophy; Sinhalese
capitalism versus Tamil socialism.
When the Tsunami happened, during the course of my
travels there I met among others a CIA agent from the states,
who was a Tamil. Disaster Capitalism began during the rescue
and recovery.
The US had approached the Sinhalese government for many
years about building a deep seaport, Trincomalee Harbour, in the
Bay of Bengal on the east coast of the island. After the tsunami the
government finally gave in. The only problem was that the town
was a Tamil town.
When you see the videos of the fighting that is going on, zero
in on the uniforms, the guns, the big artillery that the Sinhalese
Government is using against a race of people—all of it is made in
the USA.
Yes, the weapons have been supplied, after the tsunami, by
the Americans, to the Government of Sri Lanka, in the
determination to remove the Tamils from the east coast.
I wonder what President Obama would say about all this? I
would call it US interference in a sovereign nation and US
assistance in pure and simple genocide for future war
positioning on behalf of the US Navy.
The reason is so that a strategic deep-sea port capable of
servicing huge air craft carriers can be built by the Sri Lankan
government specifically for the US Government so they can
watch China up close.
This is not the kind of news that you will find on CNN or CBC.
Remember this email in a few years and google Trincomalee
Harbour. Better yet, listen to the 200,000 Tamil people in
Canada begging you to pay attention to the murder that Canada
and the US are complacent about today.
Len Walker, Oceanside

Dear Editor:
Thank you for your editorial ‘Here be Dragons’. CBC may be
having some fun with the ‘Dragons’ but it is a bad idea to leave
people with the notion that ‘smart businessmen’ (sic) are the
solution to this ‘recession’. There was no problem with the efforts
of the workforce and no problem with the productive dynamics
of small to medium size businesses in Canada. The market
collapse is due to speculation in currencies and other financial
instruments whose value ‘floats’ on ‘trust’ (i.e. 'trust' =
speculative concentration based on whatever is expected to
grow/hold value).
A year ago the Canadian dollar was at par with the US dollar.
Today, the US dollar is quoted at $1.24 Canadian and the slide is
not due to a weakening of product-and-service oriented business
in Canada. One has to question whether the CBC’s prior
explanations that always tied a strengthening of the Canadian
dollar to a strengthening of Canadian productivity really meant
anything.
When economists argue that the economy is global and that
‘we are all in this together,’ what are they talking about? The
recession is not due to problems in world-wide business and
labour productivity. (We should take care not to lump productand-service business acumen together with the gambling skills of
bankers and speculators.) The recession is due to speculation.
So, exactly whom are the beneficiaries of our solidarity in
shouldering these global economy shockwaves?
What we know is that there is an ongoing battle to sustain the
petrodollar currency monopoly which is being challenged by the
move towards the petro-EURO. Petroleum is a key financialsgrounding product that has been traded in US dollars. When
petroleum producers start insisting on trading in Euros rather
than US dollars, that sends tremors into the global financial
system. When Saddam Hussein flipped to Euros, the Euro rose
25% against the US dollar. This has now been corrected and Iraqi
oil is once again being traded in US dollars. Iran completed its
switch from US dollars to Euros in 2008 and other OPEC
countries would like to switch either to Euros or to a mixed
basket of currencies. Saudi Arabia, being a staunch US ally, is
stemming a potential ‘run on the bank’. This is heavy duty stuff
whose influence on the economy over-rides operational
LETTERS continued on next page

Round The Islands

Woodwinds Covenanted
The Pender Island Conservancy Association
encourages landowners on the Penders who wish
to protect part of their land for the future to place a conservation

Inside, the middle of the gym
had been transformed with
carpets, large plants, original
paintings and fabric art, into a
cozy café-like setting. Each of
the ten small tables had a tablecloth of newsprint, with felt pens
in the centre to encourage note-taking and doodling. Tea, coffee
and goodies were available for the taking. All was ready. Would
anyone come?
After the successful Saturna Open Space Gatherings in 2007
and 2008, I wanted to introduce another tool for dynamic, selforganized conversations this year: the World Café. And so the
invitation went out to the whole community to explore ‘What
could affordable housing look like on Saturna?’
Thirty-five people showed up—that’s 10% of our resident
population! There was a lot of expertise and enthusiasm in the
room: folks from the Saturna Affordable Starter Homes group,
the Saturna Community Housing Society, Southern Gulf Islands
CRD Director Ken Hancock, present and past local trustees,
business owners, workers and seniors—all eager to delve into the
topic.
Galiano consultant Nancy McPhee generously donated her
services again and quickly introduced the Café Guidelines,
explaining that there would be three rounds of conversation,

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net
2189 Keating X. Rd.
Saanichton, B.C.
www.harbourcitykitchens.com

Building New
New or Just Renovating?
Renovating?
- Kitchens

- Laundry & Storage

- Bathrooms - Closet Organizers

Phone: 652-5200
Fax: 652-6220

n eecheck
DD ii rrdirect
ee cc tt
CCCome
aa bb inii nand
tt ss out our factory
Cash & Carry
www.cabinetsdirect.ca

covenant upon it. At present there are ten landowners who have
placed covenants on their land. PICA was delighted to assist
Sylvia and Keith Pincott to place a covenant on their property
‘Woodwinds’. With the support of the Nancy Waxler Morrison
Biodiversity Protection Fund, PICA, you too can help. Contact
Barrie Morrison at 2209 Port Washington Road; phone 250629-3774.
Affordable Housing Café ~ Beverley Neff
‘Welcome to the Affordable Housing Café!’ read the sign on the
Saturna Recreation Centre door on a recent Saturday afternoon.

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

with people choosing different tables and new conversation
partners each time (one person remaining at each table to act as
RTI, please turn to page 7
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1-800-665-4499
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POTABLE
POTABLE WATER
WATER TANKS
T ANKS

Locally Owned
& Operated
Serving the
Saanich Peninsula,
the Gulf Islands
& the Greater
Victoria for over
30 years.

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Fri, Sat & Sun, Feb 13, 14 & 15
Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy Saanich Commonwealth
Place’s wavepool, waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler
pool, and swirlpool; family changerooms, steam, sauna, and café •
Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat
Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • FRI: 3-5pm, 7-9pm; SAT: 1-4pm,
6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 10am-12pm, 1-4pm & 6:30-8:30pm • Info:
24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 • IN SAANICH

Sun, Feb 15, Thurs, Feb 19 & Sat, Feb 28
Pender Film Group Screenings—Sun Feb 15: 1pm family
matinee, Cirque Du Soleil’s Journey of Man (2000)—a boy’s
travels through life represented by the fantastic feats of the
famous circusl; special Childrens’ Festival screening; Thurs Feb
19: Gypsy Caravan (2006)—a world-wide look at Romani
(Gypsy) culture, five Romani groups tour the USA, visits to
families in Spain, India, Macedonia and Romania; Sat Feb 28:
The Baker (2007)—a hit man has second thoughts and seeks
refuge working as a baker in a Welsh village • All films 7:30pm,
except where otherwise noted • Community Hall • Admission by
donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat & Sun, Feb 21 & 22
Pender Islands KidsFest 2009—‘Come Join the Circus’ SAT:
Pancake Breakfast, 10:30am: Underground Circus performance,
11:30am: Learn various circus skills, 12:30-4pm; SUN: Noon
doors open, Learn various circus skills ’Show Off’, 2pm; Pizza
Party and clean up, 3-4pm • Community Hall • Admission free, ;
donations accepted at the door • Info: Monica 250-886-1269 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

LETTERS from previous page
fluctuations in the product-and-service business infrastructure.
This note is not about ‘conspiracy theory’. It is about the
reality that our roller coaster ride in the global economy is not to
do with the efforts of product-and-service business. Shrewd
businessmen and energetic workforces often operate ‘on the
edge’ and speculation-based rogue waves can sink a lot of worthy
vessels.
It is deception for the CBC to imply, as it did with the
Dragons, that business savvy is what will rescue us from
instabilities in the global economy. The subprime mortgage
trading fiasco is merely a symptom of the deeper issue of
speculation-based exposure that is bound to intensify with peak
oil.
It is a misplaced solidarity to stand firm with others to keep
the global economy ‘whole’ while it continues to unjustly punish
and destroy quality labour and business effort. The US may
consider it ‘strategic’ to sustain the petrodollar-based world
currency monopoly in the face of shifting politics in OPEC, but
should Canada and others put the health of our workforce and
business infrastructure on the line as collateral to back this up?
These more basic issues should at least be openly aired with the
public and this is where the CBC and media are letting us down,
dismally so, in the case of the ‘Dragons’ episode.
Ted Lumley, Pender Island

Salish Sea
Dear Editor:
I have for years appreciated the interest and support your paper
has shown to the name Salish Sea. I would like you to know that
there is a process underway to consider officially naming the
Salish Sea. Applications for such action have been submitted to
the Province of BC and Washington State. Initial consideration
will be made at the May 15 meeting of the Washington State
Board. I have attached a 2 page description of the process. If you
would like additional information I would be pleased to send it.
My mother lives in Ganges and I visit frequently. I always
check in with the current issue of your paper.
Bert Webber, Salt Spring Island

TB Vets Keytags

Dear Editor:
Ron Goyette of TB Vets asked me to send this information.
On December 30, Canada Post picked up over 175,000 TB

Saturdays, February 21 & March 7

Alma
de
España’s
Familia
Flamenca—an evening of music, song &
dance with Gareth Owen, a phenomenal
flamenco guitarist, playing arrangements
from his recently released CD, with his
parents, dancer/singer Veronica Maguire
and guitarist Harry Owen • FEB 21: Salt
Spring, ArtSpring, ArtSpring Box Office
250-537-2102;
MAR
7:
Pender,
Community Hall, Talisman Books &
Southridge • Both shows 7:30pm • Tickets:
$18, $20 at the door • Info: almadeespana.com 250-384-8832 •
ON SALT SPRING & PENDER ISLANDS

Friday, February 27
Creating Healthy, Confident Kids—District Parents Advisory
Council presents a parent’s retreat day with guest speaker Dr.
Gabor Mate, author of Hold on to Your Kids and Scattered Minds;
lunch and childcare provided; water taxis running regular
schedule free for participants • Gulf Islands Secondary School •
9am-4:30pm • Registration free, deadline Feb 20, email
dpac64@telus.net • Info: Tania Aguila 250-537-2476 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Fri, Mar 7 to Sun, Mar 9
14th Annual Spring Garden Festival—plants, exhibits,
speakers, featuring Des Kennedy and Brian Minter among many
others; children’s workshops, garden advice, live music, art, gifts,
draws • Beban Park • FRI: 1–8:30pm; SAT & SUN: 9:30am–5pm •
Admission: $6, under 12 free with adult • Info: 250-729-6093 or
www.islandgardenshow.com • IN NANAIMO

Vets Keytags and will distribute them in early January to our
valued supporters throughout British Columbia.
Each year TB Vets returns approximately 2,000 lost sets of
keys to their rightful owners throughout the province. Through
the generosity of our donors, they have been able to give back
over $10 million for respiratory equipment to BC hospitals, for
research into cures and treatment of TB and other respiratory
diseases, and for education of tomorrow’s respiratory therapists.
All money raised in BC stays in the province.
If you would like to donate or be put on the TB Vets Keytag
mailing list, please contact us at 1-888-874-5626. For more
information visit www.tbvets.org.
Paul Holman, Gibsons Landing

Authorized Representative For

The Wilderness Cabin Company
B.C’s Premier Western Red Cedar
Home & Cabin Packages

(Adams Model as shown - $67,565)

All Inclusive Lock-Up Packages
WWW.WILDERNESSCABIN.COM

Coast
C ottages
(604) 886-0917
coast4cottages@dccnet.com

Stan Hagen honoured
A new $105,000 scholarship at North Island College in memory
of Agriculture and Lands Minister and Comox Valley MLA Stan
Hagen will carry on the legacy of a dedicated and caring public
servant, commented Premier Gordon Campbell. Stan Hagen,
who had served as minister in ten ministries, died suddenly on
January 20.
The Province of British Columbia is contributing $35,000,
the North Island College Foundation $35,000, and Western
Forest Products, International Forest Products, and Timber
West Forest Corp are contributing a further $35,000 to the
Stanley B Hagen Scholarship at North Island College.
‘British Columbians were fortunate to have a caring public
servant and supporter of the forest industry like Stan Hagen,’
said Rick Jeffery, CEO of Coast Forest Products Association. ‘We
are honoured to partner in this scholarship in memory of a
strong advocate for the communities and people of the coast.’
The scholarship funding will be held in trust by the North
Island College Foundation, with the interest generated going to
fund two annual scholarships equivalent to a year of full-time
tuition at North Island College. 0

Build with Linwood
The complete solution for your
primary residence or vacation home.
• True craftsmanship in conventional, post & beam and timber
frame construction
• Canada’s largest brand name supplier of custom homes
• Guaranteed pricing & solid warranty package
• Access our qualified builder network

Now in the Gulf Islands!

Call 250-931-8881

www.linwoodhomes.com

POETS COVE • PENDER ISLAND • BC

Aquaculture & Wild Salmon
Dear Editor:
We are coming upon that time of year when millions of
juvenile salmon leave our rivers and streams and migrate out to
sea. Their chances of returning to those rivers are greatly reduced
by the many salmon farms plaguing their migratory corridors.
The BC government has acknowledged the risks of open net cage
salmon farming by implementing a moratorium on BC’s north
coast. Yet they are considering allowing major expansion of the
salmon farming industry on our south coast. Applications for
expansion currently in process would triple the production at
some farms sites in the northern Georgia Strait.
We know that sea lice from fish farms infect wild juvenile
pink and chum salmon. Recent research has also found sea lice
on juvenile sockeye salmon passing through the northern
Georgia Strait, along major Fraser River sockeye out-migration
routes.
If we do not take immediate action to protect wild salmon
from the ravages of open net pen salmon aquaculture, salmon
stocks will continue to dwindle and eventually disappear
entirely. The expansion of any industry that is complicit in the
destruction of our wild salmon cannot be allowed. We must stop
the expansion of the open net pen fish farming industry, and

Romantic Valentine's Dinner
February 13, 14 & 15, $90 per couple, call to reserve

A Night Of French Cuisine
Tuesday, February 24, Syrens Bistro, 6-9 pm

Help Us Test Our New Staff!
Lodge Rooms with Rosepetal Turn Down Service
$59.00 per night, Feb 16 & 17 only

www.poetscove.com

888-512-7638

If the power goes out, will you be ready?
• Residential, Industrial
• Automatic Standby &
Portable generators

LETTERS, please turn to page 7

• Sales, parts, service

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

Coast C ottages
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Any child who will be five (5) years of age on or
before December 31, 2009 (born in 2004) should
register for the 2009/2010 school year at the school
office February 23 to February 26, 2009.
Galiano Community School
(February 23, 24, 25 only)
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Saturna Elementary School
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Parents or Guardians:
Please bring with you the following documentation:
• Verification of the child’s birth date and
citizenship status (birth certificate, passport or
Landed Immigrant authorization)
• Care Card, and
• Immunization records.
Registered Strong Start (E.L.F.) program participants
(birth certificates shown) need only bring a Care Card and
Immunization record.

Coastal Power Service
(250) 383-2536 www.coastalpower.ca
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Spring Sales Event

Pioneer 1,673 sq. Ft
• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly.
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Russ Anderson

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000

Brian Haller
Mayne Island
(250) 539-0024

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com
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Safe retirement
starts here.
2.00

%

3.00

%

3.75

%

12 MONTH CASHABLE
TERM DEPOSIT
Premium rate and the freedom
to cash after only 90 days.

2 YEAR NON-REDEEMABLE
TERM DEPOSIT
Short term, great rate.

5 YEAR STEP-UP TERM DEPOSIT
Redeemable on anniversaries.
Year 1: 2.25%, Years 2-4: 3.25%,
Year 5: 6.75%. Average over term: 3.75%.
Rates subject to change.

We know that security is important to you, even more so during these uncertain economic times.
When you invest for your retirement with Island Savings, you get more than a steady rate of return.
You also get peace of mind. That’s because your principal investment with us is 100% insured by
the Credit Union Deposit Insurance Corporation.
What’s more, with our special term deposit rates, you get the choice and ﬂexibility you want in one
powerful investment. These and other great rates are also available for RRSPs, and Island Savings’
Tax-Free Savings Account.
Ask us today which term deposit is best suited to your retirement goals. See for yourself why it’s
good to be here.

BRENTWOOD (250) 544-4041 CEDAR (250) 722-7073 CHEMAINUS (250) 246-3273 COWICHAN COMMONS (250) 746-5575
DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON (250) 385-4728 DOWNTOWN DUNCAN (250) 746-4171 LADYSMITH (250) 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN (250) 749-6631
MAYFAIR MALL (250) 385-4476 MILL BAY (250) 743-5534 SALT SPRING (250) 537-5587 SHAWNIGAN (250) 743-5395
WEST SHORE (250) 474-7262 WOODGROVE CENTRE (250) 390-7070 www.ISCU.com

Island Tides newspaper—keeping you connected, in print and online!

Investing in education
An overwhelming majority (86%) of British Columbians believe
investment in public education should be a key part of any
economic stimulus plan in the upcoming provincial budget,
according to a poll released today by the BC Coalition for Public
Education.
‘British Columbians are saying loud and clear that
government needs to invest in our public education system—
including its students, workers, programs, services, technology,
grounds and buildings—so that when we emerge from this
economic mess, we’re prepared to seize the opportunities of
tomorrow,’ said coalition spokesperson Shamus Reid, who also
chairs the BC division of the Canadian Federation of Students.
The coalition warned against any plans by the Campbell
government to freeze or cut education funding, saying starving
schools and post-secondary institutions will create a ‘false
economy’ that will seriously impact an already underfunded,
beleaguered education system.
‘Our poll shows the public is worried about the current state
of our education system,’ Reid said. ‘Since 2002, 177 schools
have closed. Others need seismic upgrading. ESL and special
needs programs are inadequate. Tuition fees have skyrocketed,
massively increasing student debt. Cash-strapped colleges and
universities have had to limit enrolment and cut programs.
Trades, technology and apprenticeship programs lack funds to
meet industry needs and to make BC a world-class centre for
research and innovation.’
Along with its poll, the coalition released a five-point plan
calling for new and renewed investment to improve the quality and
accessibility of all three level of education.
‘We challenge the Campbell government to take immediate
steps to implement this plan,’ Reid said. ‘Government needs to
ensure our citizens are educated and skilled if we are to come out
of this economic crisis intact. Our economic future and
prosperity depend on it.’
The telephone poll was conducted between January 14 and 21,
2009, by the Mustel Group on behalf of the Coalition for Public
Education. A total of 500 randomly selected BC adults were
interviewed. Full polling results are available at www.bccpe.ca. 0
HOUSING from page 3
Crown corporations and scrapped the Co-operative Housing
Program, while Liberal Prime Minister Jean Chretien oversaw
deep budgetary cuts to social spending. By 1993, the federal
government had withdrawn entirely from funding new social
housing.
These federal moves offloaded services onto cash-strapped
provinces. In 2001, BC’s provincial government shut the door on
new social housing, despite growing need, and has only very
recently re-entered the business of building new units (and at a
much reduced level than historic norms). Today, over 13,000
people are on BC Housing’s social housing wait-list.
In the cost-cutting climate since the 1980s, hundreds of food
banks opened and a growing number of vulnerable citizens
endured a downward slide from the margins of the labour force
to a life on the streets. They were joined by young people and
others fleeing abusive relationships, managing addictions and
health problems, and lacking adequate social supports. A legion
of homeless people appeared in every Canadian city, where few
if any existed before.
Non-profit societies attempted to respond to the growing
homelessness crisis, trying in vain to build and operate a
sufficient number of supported housing units for the ‘hardest-tohouse.’ With government abdicating its responsibility to fill gaps
in Canada’s private real-estate market, the homeless problem
grew worse with each passing year. That’s how we got into this
mess.
The task now is to embrace the unique window of
‘interventionist government’—created by an economic recession
and minority Parliament—to build safe homes for every person
in need. There is much talk of ‘shovel-ready’ projects. Let us all
hope that federal funds flow to where they are most needed in
this province and country: empowering civil society
organizations—co-operatives, non-profit societies, and public
agencies—to provide housing for all.
Dr Benjamin Isitt is Assistant Professor and Postdoctoral
Fellow of History at the University of Victoria and a Research
Associate with the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
(www.policyalternatives.ca). He can be reached at
isitt@uvic.ca.
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GSA Auto Rentals

Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s rental.
* Rates subject to change.

Rent or Lease

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Pender: Spacious 950sq ft 1-bedroom
home with woodstove, woodfloors and
deck. Washer dryer, great location in
Port Washington/Hope Bay area.
Vegetable garden available for use.
Quiet home. NS. References. $650pm
250-629-3964.

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term: Private,
treed location, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 7 appliances, sauna—
$1200.
Great location, large open concept
living, dining area and large kitchen
with breakfast bar. 3 bedrooms—
$1100.
Quiet area, cozy SW facing 1
bedroom home. Stove, fridge/freezer,
washer/dryer—$700.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

1994 Ford F150 pick-up. 5-speed
manual transmission, canopy, trailer
hitch, propane fuel. $1800 or best offer.
Galiano Island 250 539 3046

Ltd.

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Ph: 250-537-9710

Fax 250-383-2198

Specializing in…

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

www.islandmarine.ca
LTD.

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

Southern Gulf

FOR SALE

ISLAND
MARINE

N

Monthly Rentals
from $575*

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

MARINE

FOR RENT

L

AUTOMOTIVE

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net
WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886

cell 250-537-7804

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

MOVED
HOMES
BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

Al Klyne
Nanaimo: 250-591-5444
Mayne Is: 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-866-606-2237

islandtides@islandtides.com

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos

YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN ALL ACROSS THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA,FROM AS LITTLE AS $30

250-629-3660

• Concrete forming and
framing
• House kit assembly
• Project management
• General contracting
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

RTI from page 4
host and give a quick overview).
Far too soon we were at the end of our
three hours and at a ‘conversation of the
whole’ to discover what themes, values and
questions had been apparent in the
discussions. Soon there were more than 60
colourful notes on the wall!
There was a general consensus that
although our community may also need other
kinds of affordable housing, we must
definitely make homes possible for young
families. Our young adults—workers,
firefighters, first responders, parents of school
children—are essential to provide the services
we need.
In a quick closing discussion it was
suggested that the two housing groups
combine their efforts and that the questions
be researched. A meeting report will posted
on Saturna bulletin boards.
Now that there is clear support for the
concept of affordable housing, even if
‘affordable’ and ‘affordable in perpetuity’ still
need to be defined and included in our OCP,
the next step might be a community
discussion of where such zoning should be
allowed. Coffee, anyone?

OCP in RDN
The Regional District of Nanaimo is hosting
workshops leading to the creation of an
Official Community Plan, to be completed in
Spring 2010, for the region, including Cedar,
Cassidy, South Wellington, and Yellowpoint.
The first two workshops will be held at the
Cedar Community Hall on January 31, and
the second two workshops will be held at the
Cranberry Community Hall on February 21.
Residents have drafted an impressive
vision for the future. The intention is for the
area to retain its character and natural beauty,
while building on agricultural and artistic
traditions, and opening up opportunities in
new technology and green building. The halfday workshops will focus on follow-up from a
December 8, 2008 public workshop.
The RDN is also developing an Active
Transportation Plan for the Area, which
began with a public workshop and mapping
session on October 25, 2008. The plan will
evaluate options for human-powered
transportation routes through the region,
such as bike and walking paths. The RDN has
obtained funding through the provincial Built
Environment and Active Transportation
Community Planning Grant program to fund
the project. For more information see the

website, www.ASharedCommunityVision.ca.

Blazing Trails
Gabriola Land and Trails Trust (GaLTT) has
applied to various levels of government to
build a trail from Tait Road north to North
Road. No trees will be removed as the path
will be built around existing trees while still
staying on the existing road allowance.
There are approximately 14 trail proposals
in the works as part of the GaLTT’s 2010 goal
of connecting Descanso Bay to Drumbeg
Provincial Park. The long-range plan is to
have all trails off-road.

Priscilla On Holiday
For the last 5 days I have held no daily,
internal conversations about weather and the
appropriate dressing of myself to insure
proper functioning in the ambient
temperature and possible rainfall. I have not
considered whether it is too cold for this coat,
just right for the turtleneck with the sweater
and the runners, or possibly the raincoat, and
not the gumboots because at this time it isn’t
raining that hard. Nope, one layer of coverage
will do nicely. You have guessed it, I am on
vacation! I am on the western coast of Mexico
with an average temperature of 24ºC. I spent
three years of my life in this part of Mexico 50
years ago, and I love it.
Being ‘on vacation’ comes in stages for me.
The first four days I was full of energy;
wandered and examined wildlife, people, the
village and beach with great interest. At the
end of the fourth day months of work and
responsibility caught up and I crashed into a
huge, long sleep.
This vacation is perfect for me—structured
with yoga classes twice a day. In a vibrant
culture, warm to the bone, full of excellent
food, I feel the joy of learning under an
excellent teacher in the company of six dear
Saturna friends.
Still in the middle of my vacation, I’m only
mildly interested in the goings-on at home.
Part of organizing a good vacation is timing. It
can’t be so long that when you get home the
pile-up of responsibilities is more onerous
than when you left and your willing stand-ins
have become unwilling!
Right now, I’m off to visit the lusty relatives
of my houseplants that bloom alongside the
dusty roadsides of Mexico. Hasta luego!

Saturna Summer Paving
It’s Saturna’s turn to have some of those
potholes filled. The BC government has

awarded the $1.2 million contract for 7.4
kilometres of road resurfacing on Saturna
Island to O.K. Industries Ltd. Roads that will
be resurfaced include East Point Road,
Tumbo Channel Road, Winter Cove Road and
Harris Road. Paving is expected to start in
summer and be completed by August 28.
There will be minor traffic delays at the active
project site to accommodate alternating onelane traffic.

Gabriola Radio Steps Up
Every Island has some unique community
assets that a few people had the passion and
foresight to create and which Islanders
treasure. On Gabriola, one such asset is
community radio. The project is taking a big
step up with Canadian Radio-Television
Commission (CRTC) licensing.
The application process has successfully
passed its first major technical hurdle and
now depends on public interest and
advocates. CKGI 98.7FM would serve
emergency and cultural radio needs of
Gabriola, Mudge, DeCourcey even as far
south at Ruxton—and a large part of central
Nanaimo.
Ken Zakreski says that Gabriola has over
115 active community service groups and
‘national treasures’ in talented persons of
musical, stage, voice and drama. Also, he says,
Gabriolans have unique needs for ‘real time’
messaging about emergencies on land, sea
and air, and ‘instant’ information from BC
Hydro and BC Ferries. Whether in your car,
on a trail, at home, in your yacht or kayak (and
at risk from sudden weather changes), have
your FM radio with you and stay in touch.
Letters in support of the application
should be submitted before March 4. The
reference is Broadcasting Notice of
Consultation CRTC 2009-36. Letters should
be addressed to the Secretary General of the
CRTC:
by
using
the
electronic
interventions/comments form located on the
CRTC's website www.crtc.gc.ca under Public
Proceedings; by fax to the Secretary General
at 819-994-0218, or by mail to : CRTC,
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0N2. Copy your
intervention to gabriolaradio@shaw.ca, by fax
to 250-247-9852 or to Gabriola Radio, 9-575
North Road, Gabriola Island, BC V0R 1X0.
Gabriola Radio would be delighted with
any contributions to pay for the application
process, transmission and broadcast facilities,
and operating costs. 0

LETTERS from page 5
instead provide opportunities and green stimulus
for the industry to transition to closed
containment.
Michelle Young, Georgia Strait Alliance,
Nanaimo
The following letter was sent to the Minister of
Agriculture and Lands. It was forwarded to
Island Tides for publication.
Dear Minister Cantelon:
Congratulations on your appointment as Minister
of Agriculture and Lands. During your swearing
in, Premier Campbell highlighted your passion for
the salmon aquaculture industry. We expect that
this passion extends to the future of wild salmon
and that you are fully aware of their importance to
the entire province.
Now that you are in this position, we trust that
you will respond to the concerns of the majority of
British Columbians, as well as your own
constituents, by supporting the Finance
Committee’s recommendation to fund closed
containment projects in the 2009 budget. This of
course was also a recommendation of the Special
Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture, of which
you were the Vice-Chair.
By supporting this recommendation, you will
be furthering the development of a remedy that
assures the vibrant future of both wild and farmed
salmon in BC,
We look forward to applauding your work in
this Ministry—creating solutions to the impacts
brought on by the open net pens of the BC salmon
aquaculture industry.
Ruby Berry, Georgia Strait Alliance, Nanaimo

Fish Farm Fear
Dear Editor:
Several years ago, an application for a fish farm at
Raven Bay on Texada Island was denied by the
DFO as a hazard to navigation. Foolishly, I thought
this ended the project. I recently became aware
that not only is the application still active, it is
much larger than originally planned and would be
one of the largest on the coast if approved.
The issuance of a moratorium on fish farms on
the north coast indicates a government acceptance
that wild salmon stocks are being threatened by
fish farms. Why are the southern farms allowed to
expand and multiply? Where are the studies and
who is conducting them? Where is the public
consultation and open meetings?
In a time of economic woe, it becomes easy to
turn a deaf ear and a blind eye to the only world
that affords us life, after all, how can we afford wild
fish and healthy marine environments?
Leslie Goresky, Texada Island 0
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BC Single Transferable Vote quiz
Brenda Guiled

Deposits

As a BC credit union member, your
deposits now carry unlimited
deposit insurance protection.

The Credit Union Deposit Insurance Corporation (CUDIC),
a government corporation, guarantees deposits and non-equity
shares of British Columbia credit unions as provided by the
Financial Institutions Act. Visit www.cudicbc.ca to learn more.

Test your knowlede of BC-STV with the
following quiz, answers at the end, feel free to
cheat.
1. When will this referendum be held?
(a) January 20, 2009;
(b) May 12, 2009;
(c) June 30, 2009;
(d) November 15, 2009.
2. Our current system, First-Past-thePost (FPTP), first came into being:
(a) by federal decree when BC joined
confederation in 1871;
(b) by referendum, in the first provincial
election;
(c) by default, without consultation,
advisement, legislation, or referendum;
(d) in 1953, when Premier WAC Bennett
replaced the alternative voting (AV) system
3. The premier of British Columbia
must at least do the following to
change the electoral system:
(a) hold a referendum requiring a 60% ‘yes’
vote to pass;
(b) introduce and pass a bill in the legislative
assembly;
(c) get unanimous approval in cabinet before
instigating the change;
(d) direct Elections BC to make the change in
time for the next election.
4. In the single transferable vote
electoral system (STV):
(a) voters rank candidates by order of
preference, within multi-member ridings;
(b) multiple run-offs are held until the majority
of votes transfer to one candidate;
(c) a single party transfers the popular vote to
a list of potential representatives;
(d) each vote is weighted to give it a single
value throughout the province.

5. The BC part of BC-STV means that:
(a) it’s a patented system from which BC will
collect royalties when used elsewhere;
(b) it’s a type of STV tailored to suit BC’s
geography;
(c) vote-tallying in BC would vary from other
STV systems;
(d) paper ballots must be used for voting,
while computers may be used for tallying.
6. The Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral
Reform is:
(a) a grassroots group of Canadian citizens
dedicated to electoral reform;
(b) the BC branch of a United Nations prodemocracy assembly;
(c) a permanent, BC government-appointed
panel of electoral system advisors;
(d) a now-disbanded, randomly chosen
assembly of 160 BC citizens, two per riding.
7. The BC-STV electoral map looks
different from FPTP one. Why?
(a) ridings are larger, with watersheds
determining the new boundaries;
(b) current ridings are grouped to allow 2–7
candidates to be elected in each;
(c) ridings are determined by land use, to
keep rural with rural, urban with urban;
(d) ridings are delineated by a grid; rural
ridings will elect three members, urban six.
8. A BC-STV referendum was held in
May 2005. The government chose
not to implement it because:
(a) only 57.7% of all BC voters approved;
(b) only 77 of 79 ridings approved at 50% or
more;
(c) less than 50% of voters approved;
(d) voter turnout was less than the 75%
required for quorum.
ANSWERS: 1b, 2c, 3b, 4a, 5b, 6d, 7b, 8d. 0

Western toad monitoring—can you help?

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

The Ministry of Environment is initiating a Western Toad monitoring program in British
Columbia. On behalf of the Ministry of Environment, Elke Wind is seeking volunteers (individuals
or groups) and study areas for a pilot study.
Ideal study areas would include a minimum of 20 freshwater sites (wetlands, lakes, ponds), with
at least 20% occupancy rates of breeding western toads, good access for ease of sampling, and
landowner consent. Collection of data would include repeated samplings at each site each year.
Individual or groups that may be willing to monitor freshwater sites in their area, or have
information on current monitoring programs that may be able to add toad surveys to their data
collection (eg, as part of an EIA or research study), should contact Elke Wind, ewind@telus.net. 0

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST - LEASED HOUSE - Galiano Island, BC
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police invites Expressions of Interest to participate in the leasing of
a house, 2-3 bedrooms, available immediately for a 3-year term, plus two 3-year renewal options.
Standalone building; duplexes acceptable. RCMP to pay basic utilities.

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Please provide address, legal description, term, rent, damage deposit, availability date, square
footage, floor plan, list of appliances, heat source, confirmation of carport/garage/parking, pictures
if available, and contact information.
Further information; contact us at (604) 264-3604. Submissions must be faxed by February 18,
2009 at 2:00pm:
RCMP “E” Division, Leasing Section, Fax: (604) 264-3273
Agents submitting an Expression of Interest must provide RCMP with a letter from the owner
authorizing them to do so.
This is only an inquiry as to the availability of the space to lease and RCMP will not necessarily invite
offers or lease any of the said space. RCMP reserves the right to invite offers for this or similar projects
from any of the interested Lessors, any other Lessor or by way of public tender.

I’LL LIGHT SOME CANDLES.

NOT MY GOOD LAVENDER
SCENTED ONES.

Being prepared would help immensely if the power goes out. Make a plan and test it. Involve your entire family so everyone knows what to do. Your plan should include an easily accessible
emergency kit. For more information on being prepared, including putting together an emergency kit, go to bchydro.com/outages. IN A POWER OUTAGE, KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.

