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People rallied for a healthy coastline, indigenous rights, a safe climate, and a sustainable economy at the commencement of BC’s Legislative Assembly .

Valentines Day rally at the Legislature
February 14 was the first day that BC’s
Legislative Assembly was in session
for nine months. It wasn’t a love-in
but, outside the Legislature, citizens
did congregate to stand up for what
they love; a healthy coastline,
indigenous rights, a safe climate and
a sustainable economy.
Concerned citizens and First
Nations’ representatives at the
demonstration were demanding that
the provincial government ‘stand up
for BC by stepping away from
environmentally destructive projects
like the Kinder Morgan pipeline
expansion, the Site C dam, fracking
and LNG exports, and continued oldgrowth logging, said organizers.
‘This province is not a playground
for giant corporations to exploit and
pollute,’ said Torrance Coste,
Wilderness Committee Vancouver
Island Campaigner, ‘The BC
government seems to have forgotten
that and with an election around the
corner we’re here to remind them.’
‘British Columbians want an
economy that operates within
nature’s limits, providing good green
jobs today and tomorrow,’ said Galen
Armstrong, Peace Valley Campaigner
for Sierra Club BC. ‘Instead of
doubling down on fossil fuels, we need

to shift to low carbon power sources;
instead of old-growth logging, we
need sustainable harvesting of second
growth; and instead of producing
expensive, unneeded power, we need
to defend farmland that will become
increasingly vital as climate impacts
increase.’
Chief Don Tom of the Tsartlip
Nation—one of dozens of First
Nations opposed to Kinder Morgan—
spoke at the rally about meaningful
respect for indigenous rights and title.
‘People across BC are tired of
governments that serve the corporate
elite and leave the rest of us with
inflated hydro rates, polluted
waterways and the looming threat of
a catastrophic oil spill,’ said Charles
Campbell, Provincial Organizer for
Dogwood Initiative, ‘The heart is
being cut out of our province and our
future and we’re determined to put it
back.’
Rally organizers were: Amnesty
International, Council of Canadians,
Dogwood BC, Friends of CarmanahWalbran, Greenpeace, Kairos Victoria,
Poets for the Peace, RAVEN, Rolling
Justice Bus, Sierra Club BC, Social
Coast, Social Environmental Alliance,
Transition Sooke and the Wilderness
Committee. 0

Salish Eagle on its way
The second of BC Ferries’ Salish Class
vessels is on its way from Gdansk, Poland
reports Pender Islander Peter Easthope,
who has been faithfully tracking the new
ships on www.vesselfinder.com.
Salish Eagle left Remontowa
Shipbuilding’s shipyard at around noon
on Saturday, February 11 for a 10,440
nautical mile journey. She crossed the
Baltic on Saturday evening and early
Sunday morning. She navigated the
Kattegat and the Skagerrak channels on
Sunday during daylight, then passed
Skagen, Denmark at 9pm UTC.
Salish Eagle then headed into the
North Sea, sailing under a St Vincent &
Grenadines flag. At press time she was at
crossing the Bay of Biscay.
The transatlantic voyage will include
stops for refuelling in Santa Cruz, Canary
Islands and, after transiting the Panama
Canal, at Panama City. Some of BC
Ferries’ crew members are on various
legs of the voyage for training and
familiarization.
In April, she will join Salish Orca,
already in the Salish Sea. The first of the
three new vessels, Salish Orca, arrived in
BC in January after a 50-day voyage.
Salish Orca will be replacing Queen of
Burnaby on the Comox–Powell River
route this spring.
Salish Eagle is scheduled to go into
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service on Tsawwassen–Gulf Islands
Route Nº9, replacing Queen of
Naniamo;by which time Salish Orcawill
already be in service on the
Comox–Powell River route, replacing
Queen of Burnaby.
The third new vessel, Salish Raven, is
also expected to arrive this spring and will
be a second vessel for Route Nº9 and also
do substitute duty during winter re-fits.

Beautiful Ships

All three vessels are to be decorated with
First Nations designs. John Marston
from Stz’uminus First Nation created the
imagery for Salish Eagle. The artwork
will be applied to the ship when it arrives
in BC—winter weather in Poland has
temperatures below ideal for its
application.
Darlene Gait from Esquimalt Nation
created the artwork for Salish Orca,
pictured on Island Tides’ January 19
front page—and can be seen at
Tsawwassen ferry terminal.
On February 9, BC Ferries announced
that Musqueam Nation’s Thomas
Cannell will design the artwork that will
adorn Salish Raven.
If, like Peter, you want to join the
voyage ‘virtually’, you can track the ship’s
progress including course, position and
speed at www.vesselfinder.com, click
here. 0
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Saturna Notes - Prioscilla Ewbank

his most recent arctic outflow
colliding with warm moist air
coming east from the Pacific
Ocean created a very inconvenient
weather event in the second week of
February. There was snow all over!
What about what you were intending
to do before that white stuff arrived?
Besides causing great inefficiencies,
and unpredictable consequences, it
was very beautiful and enlivening. It
took me about a day to quit whining
about how much extra work, what I
had planned that I couldn’t do, and
just enjoy the marvelous difference.
Snow came down in curtains of
Kleenex flakes. The land turned from
green and wet to white and frozen—
uniformly white—no million hues of
green shading.
Progressively, the snow was deeper
and deeper, at Haggis Farm 15
centimetres and, in drifts, 30. Outdoor
shoes changed to tall gumboots,
brooms to snow shovels!
Tuesday was a knockout beautiful
day to enjoy snow and being outside—
brilliant blue sky, just at freezing
temperature, and no wind. Haggis
Farm’s sledding hill saw two groups of
happy sledders—one group equipped
with real sledding equipment and the
others using Rubbermaid tub lids!
The snow was about 24
centimetres packed perfect for a
fabulous glide down the hill with no
fear of avalanches! The trails are
groomed by attacking the feral roses
with loppers every couple of years,
they pose a threat to non-directional
sledders.
We have resisted the urge to
develop this hill to any professional
standards since the right conditions—
the perfect snow—happen once in
every five years; it’s not economically
viable!

Was this a record?
The community table at the café
was full of conversation this week
about four-wheel drive, all-wheel
drive, snowtires, last time this
happened, front-wheel drive, how
much weight you need in the back of
your truck for sufficient traction, and
the inevitable road conditions update
bulletins.
‘How’s the road’ is the question
asked over and over. We have all
learned that Pat Ropars, our roads
foreman, has the ultimate conditions
accuracy at his disposal. Consultation
with him or his wife is crucial if you
have something that has to be done
during iffy weather.
Our first ferry leaves at 6:20am and
that has Pat up really early to be sure
everyone who wants to can have
access to the ferry from all parts of the
island. The road down Lyall Harbour
hill to the ferry, while nothing like
Mayne Island’s Village Bay terminal
for steep grade, can cause a few gasps
when there is a good overlay of snow.
Our ‘Missing Link’ road is a steep
grade, too.
Narvaez Bay Road where I live has
about 7 families on it fulltime. Pat gets
around to us later in the day for
snowplowing and we wait because the
road has a steep drop-off. In 1986 or
so, our dirt road got a coating of
chipseal. Pat fills the potholes
regularly but a week of meticulous
salting and plowing, and a thaw, sure
undoes that work.
Lots of Islanders have circuitous,
scenic-in-summer, long driveways or
short and precipitous ones. With this
amount of snow they can end up
taking rides with friends or walking!
Most everyone seems to have
someone that they look out for, make
sure they have groceries and their
newspaper or books from the library
Getting About In The Snow and a visit.
There is now so much information
I bragged to my kids on the phone
available about when the snow or the that we had serious snow, lots of it—
rain will begin; day-by-day the very dramatic! Secretly, I knew that
predictions are pretty reliable. The under that piling up of snow the
internet also helps with school ground is soft and alive; the little first
information, followed by flurries of bits of new growing grass is green.
early morning phone calls about Every once in awhile your boot pulls
school closures, cancelled buses, and up the whole snowprint, there it is—
water taxis. There were 3-1/2 just about ready for spring lambs! The
highschool ‘snow days’. And pretty westcoaster’s secret: snow after
much the same in elementary schools. January is doomed to fast demise via

rain and the ground beneath is barely
frozen!
It was a ton of fun stomping around
the farm with snow falling like crazy,
no wind and utterly quiet except for
the sound of it falling on my raincoat
and the crunch of walking. Snow
makes the colours of your clothing so
different, rich and bright. The dog
rocketed around joyfully shooting out
plumes of snow.
And the world was totally
transformed—just water to ice, really.
The long slow dawn and dusk are
silvered and pink. The moon is waxing
right now so the snow is reflective at
night. Venus and Mars are still
lighting up the southwest sky at dusk.
The night is short.
Part of the fun of this snowstorm
was that, while the power has some
mighty long moments of being out,
each time it jerked back to
functioning! We have the best of both
worlds, electric power and challenge.
I came home to a warm house with
the woodstove embers going and the
back-up heat flowing!
Though, the end of the week, wind
gave islands a seven-hour outage on
Friday, when the snow was over.

HAGGIS FARM IN THE SNOW

success rate is excellent. The bulk of
lambing hasn’t arrived yet and by then
the snow should be long gone.

Activities

We have had lots of ‘snow days’—a
genuine excuse to go and do
something less necessary and way
more fun! Now, action in Saturna
community is beginning to pick up in
our clubs and groups.There are new
island initiatives, the provincial
election is coming up, and Canada’s
150th birthday. The ciné club will have
a film soon. Upstairs in the pub is
undergoing big renovations. The café
kitchen is getting painted. The lounge
in the Community Hall is getting
drywall, new lighting, and a new paint
job.

SEEC

The Saturna Ecological Education
School has three brand new students
and five have left after two years of
being with us. The new students and
the old SEEC students put on a
fabulous musical night for the
community in January. In this year’s
group, we have at least five really good
singers who love to sing! Not only was
the singing good, but we Islanders
were treated to a fine spread of cookies
Lambing
and bars, popcorn, tea, coffee and
Lambs are starting to come in juice—those SEEC students really
Saturna’s two flocks. The ewes have know Saturna social skills! A music
been pretty good about not dropping night will happen with some monthly
lambs in snowbanks and so far the regularity, we were told. 0
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Environmental assessment approval granted for George
Massey Tunnel replacement bridge

Environment Minister Mary Polak and
Community, Sport and Cultural Development
Minister Peter Fassbender have issued an
Environmental Assessment Certificate to the
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure for
the George Massey Tunnel Replacement project,
which includes:
• building a new 10-lane, clear-span bridge over
the South Arm of the Fraser River;
• replacing the Westminster Highway, Steveston
Highway and Highway 17A interchanges;
• widening Highway 99 between Bridgeport
Road in Richmond and Highway 91 in Delta to
accommodate dedicated transit/High Occupancy
Vehicle lanes; and
• decommissioning the George Massey Tunnel.

Environmental Review

The decision was made after considering a review
led by British Columbia’s Environmental
Assessment Office. A record of the factors that the
ministers considered in making their decision can
be read through this link.
There are 33 conditions that are part of the
Environmental Assessment Certificate. Design
requirements are specified in the certified project
description. Each of the conditions and the certified
project description are legally binding requirements
that the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure must meet to be in compliance with
the certificate.
Key findings that assisted ministers in
concluding that no significant adverse effects are
likely to occur from the project include: the design
of a clear-span bridge across the Fraser River to
avoid instream footprint effects on fish and fish
habitat; tunnel decommissioning would not result
in changes to the size of vessels using the Fraser
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River; and analysis that indicated the project would
eliminate congestion delays and idling at the tunnel,
providing relief for a number of local Richmond
roads.

Conditions & Requirements

Key conditions and requirements mean that the
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
must:
• Develop a management plan to minimize
potential impacts on fish and fish habitat during
project construction;
• Develop a fish habitat offsetting plan that
includes restoration of Green Slough and Deas
Slough;
• Establish a marine users group and develop a
plan to manage marine access during construction
to reduce potential disruption to commercial,
recreational, or aboriginal marine users;
• Ensure access to fisheries for aboriginal and
commercial fishers during project construction;
• Participate in any initiatives related to the
monitoring, assessment, or management of

cumulative environmental effects;
• Develop a traffic and access management plan
and establish a transportation working group for
Highway 99, in order to share the results of traffic
monitoring data and identify and discuss the
operation of transportation infrastructure and the
integration with adjacent infrastructure; and
• Continue to consult with aboriginal groups,
including during the development of management
plans, and provide opportunities for aboriginal
groups to participate in environmental monitoring
activities.
The George Massey Tunnel Replacement project
will now require various federal, provincial and
local government permits to proceed. 0
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Technical services for
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250-216-2267

• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for
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Ross Walker & Corey Johnson
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MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of the
Board of School Trustees will be
held on Wednesday, March 8,
2017 at the Fulford School.
Meeting commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings/.
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The Ballad of the
Salish Sea

Well I may be wrong, but it seems to me,
Our nation’s being run for the oil industry.
They couldn’t care less about you or me
Or anything living in the Salish Sea.
Politicians all say, ‘Have no fears.
We couldn’t have a spill in a million years.
Don’t worry about the shrimp or the crabs
or the gulls,
All of our tankers will have double hulls.’
Well, I went to the beach the other day.
I took the grand kids cuz they like to play.
When we got there to our dismay
There’s a great oil slick all over the bay

Well, all of those promises are just empty words
Once there’s oil on the beaches and oil on
the birds.
So speak right up and make yourself heard.
Let’s stop the next spill before it’s occurred.

Well it’s up to you and it’s up to me
If were going to save the Salish Sea.
So write to the paper and your MP
Write to the Premier of BC.
Tell them that we all agree
there’s a lot worth saving in the Salish sea.
—Alexander Marr

AMVIC Insulated Concrete
Forms (ICF)
Bill McCance, Agent for
Gulf Islands & Vancouver Island
604-690-1321 • bill@paciﬁcicf.com

www. amvicsystem.com

Readers’ Letters

Foreign Aid, Time For Canada
To Step Up

Dear Editor:
We are members of RESULTS CANADA, a global
citizens movement working toward a world
without extreme poverty.
President Trump’s ‘America First’ mantra and
other indications of a pro-isolationist stance will
undoubtedly create a large vacuum on the world
stage; the US contribution to international
development and strategic alliances such as
NATO dwarfs those of other counties in absolute
terms.
The time is now for the Liberal government to
turn its own ‘Canada is back’ motto into concrete
action by helping to fill that vacuum. This will
require a complete reversal of our track record
over the past 20 years. During that period, both
Liberal and Conservative governments have
raided the aid budgets like the proverbial cookie
jar in the name of balancing the books.
From 1990 to the present, cuts to our aid
budget were triple those to domestic programs in
percentage terms. Given that aid accounts for a
mere 2% of total spending, this nickel-anddiming of the poor was downright
unconscionable. We now spend a miserly 0.26%
of Gross National Income (GNI) on aid.
According to a recently released report ‘Assessing
Canada’s Global Engagement Gap’ by the Global
Canada Initiative, that is half the average of the
G7 and ‘like-minded’ countries.
The report also compares what we’ve been
spending in aid during the last 20 years to our
pre-1995 historical average of 0.46%. It is
estimated that not maintaining this average has
cost over 7 million lives, using a cost-per-lifesaved metric developed by the report’s author.
There are many proponents of ‘trade not aid’.
Quite often this has been a thin guise for gaining
access to cheap raw materials. True bilateral
trade requires both parties to have certain level of
economic activity, a healthy and productive
workforce and a supporting infrastructure.
It’s easy to forget that China, the second largest
market of Canadian goods today, was our second
largest recipient of aid just 20 years ago.
South Korea has emerged from a war-torn
state to an economic powerhouse largely due to
the Colombo Plan of 1950, a multilateral effort to
spur social-economic progress in South Asia, one
of the world’s poorest regions at the time. Canada
was one of the plan’s chief architects. Today,
South Korea is part of the donor community and
is a growing market for our goods and services.
It stands to reason that using aid to sow the
seeds of development in countries who may one
day become trading partners, thereby
diversifying our trading base, is good for Canada.
Two all-party Standing Committees, one on
Finance and the other on Foreign Affairs and
International Development have recommended
that Canada reach the 0.35% level by 2020.
Although this is setting the bar pretty low and
still leaves us below our peer average, any goal
that aims to reverse the downward spiral in our
international assistance should not be
discounted. Given that we have best fiscal
position in the G7 according to the IMF, this
intermediate goal is achievable for the most part
during the government’s current mandate.
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As the government makes its final decisions on
the federal budget, it must decide if it will
continue to pursue a seemingly ‘Canada First’
agenda. This form of nationalism is part of a
disturbing trend among western countries that
risks destabilizing the world even more than
today.
Global security will continue to be elusive as
long as the world’s gross disparities remain off
the political agenda, the cries of the displaced and
dispossessed go unheard, and justice is reserved
for a privileged few.
If the government chooses to continue to avoid
paying its fair share, it will have the dubious
distinction of having the lowest commitment to
international assistance of any Canadian
government in the last half-century
(paradoxically, our aid peaked at 0.54% in 1975
when the Prime Minister’s father was in power).
In the closing words of his election victory
speech, the Prime Minister proclaimed ‘In
Canada, better is always possible’. The federal
budget will determine if these noble words will be
put into action when it comes to helping the
world’s poorest.
Stephen St Denis and Blaise Salmon,
Ottawa and Mill Bay

Shawnigan Lake Toxic Dump
Oversight

Dear Editor,
As a long-term home owner and resident at
Shawnigan Lake, I have grave concerns about
how the Ministry of Environment (MOE)
continues to handle the file for the
contaminated soil facility in Shawnigan Lake.
After the decision of the Honourable Mr Justice
Sewell (January 24, 2017), the MOE continues
to side-step the real issue.
Although the MOE did issue a strong letter on
January 27 to address non-compliant issues that
are riddled throughout the MOE’s relationship
with CHH (Cobble Hill Holdings), the
fundamental question that stands out in Justice
Sewell’s decision has not been addressed.
Specifically, should the permit have been issued
for a contaminated soil facility at all? This is what
the MOE needs to consider in order to correct the
wrongs that have been perpetrated on the
community.
Judge Sewell also found the Environmental
Review Board did not follow its own procedure
manual in regards to fairly receiving evidence in
the case. The Shawnigan Lake Residence
Association (SRA) was refused the same
treatment as the opposing parties. This brings to
question the ethics of the very board who oversee
the protection of our environment.
Finally, Justice Sewell found that Active Earth
Engineering Ltd unequivocally had a financial
interest when developing the initial Technical
Assessment Report (TAR) and design for the site.
Based on the evidence that came forward in
the BC Supreme Court ruling, the MOE should
disengage the incessant dance of non-compliance
with CHH and immediately and permanently
cancel the permit. The real issue is the premise
on which the original decision to issue the permit
was based, not the non-compliance that
happened after.
At the very least, the MOE needs to have an
unbiased engineering firm create a TAR. I believe
the findings would be quite different than the
original report presented to the MOE by Active
Earth Engineering Ltd.
It seems ironic that while the people of
Shawnigan Lake continue to pay taxes to the
provincial government to protect and safely
manage their natural resources, they have been
forced to fund raise to fight the same
government’s decision to proceed with a permit
that never should have been approved. Where is
the justice in this?
Amy Hanson, Shawnigan Lake 0
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Snow does the weirdest things!

Photo: Tsiporah Grignon

Fourth annual BC Book Day, March 8

Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

Arbutus in the snow. The weight of snow is hard on these broad-leaf evergreens.

T

Clean disruptive technology
Christa Grace-Warrick

here’s a new term in the air: disruptive technology. It sounds a bit scary
but actually it means that a powerful new technology displaces a
pervasive, established technology with ground-breaking systems and
products that create completely new industries, and does it in a very few years.
In the last decades, disruptive technologies examples are digital cameras
which disrupted photographic processing and the worldwideweb which
disrupted publishing.
An example one hundred years ago was the gasoline-powered internal
combustion engine which displaced horses in the west in just 20 years. This is
the thought provoking example that Tony Seba used to kick-off his ‘Clean
Disruption’ keynote presentation at the Swedbank Nordic Energy Summit in
Oslo last March.
So we can have a ‘clean disruption?’ What’s that?
Seba talks about the disruption of transportation technology and the
resource-extraction energy technologies that it’s based upon.
Seba asserts that four technology categories which will disrupt energy and
transportation are: batteries/energy storage, electric vehicles, self-driving
vehicles, and solar energy.
Clean disruption, he says, is inevitable and, like the switch from horses, it
will be swift. The ‘industrial energy and transportation age’ will be over by 2030,
he says. He bases this on technology cost curves, business model innovation,
as well as product innovation. By 2030:
– all new energy will be provided by solar or wind;
– all new mass-market vehicles will be electric;
– all of these vehicles will be autonomous (self-driving) or semi-autonomous;
– the car market will shrink by 80%;
– gasoline will be obsolete (nuclear is already obsolete, he says), natural gas
and coal will be obsolete;
– up to 80% of highways will not be needed;
– up to 80% of parking spaces will not be needed;
– the concept of individual car ownership will be obsolete;
– the car insurance industry will be disrupted; and
– the taxi industry will be obsolete.
Seba points out that the Stone Age did not end because we ran out of rocks.
It ended because a disruptive technology ushered in the Bronze Age. Likewise,
the era of centralized, command-and-control, extraction-based energy sources
(oil, gas, coal and nuclear) will not end because we run out of petroleum, natural
gas, coal, or uranium. It will end because these energy sources, the business
models they employ, and the products that sustain them will be disrupted by
superior technologies, product architectures, and business models.
Intrigued? Visit Tony Seba’s website and read his book ‘Clean Disruption of
Energy and Transportation’ available at: tonyseba.com or Amazon. Click here
to view his video at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kxryv2XrnqM. 0

If you wish you had been reading Island Tides for years—
you can! Read our back issues in the archive section at
www.islandtides.com.

Good news for BC publishers is that the Province will be extending the BC Book
Publishing Tax Credit. The refundable income tax credit was set to expire at
the end of March, but will be extended for two more years. The credit benefits
the approximately 30 book publishers in British Columbia. In 2015-16, the
total amount of credits assessed was $2.9 million. Since the tax credit was
introduced in 2003, $26.8 million in credits for BC book publishers have been
assessed, says the government.
The Province is also expected to have invest about $620,000 in BC
publishers in 2016-17, through funding from the BC Arts Council. This funding,
along with the tax credit, helps create stable infrastructure, encouraging longerterm business planning in the sector, says the government, growing publishing
firms.
Many book publishers throughout BC are owner-operated. BC book
publishers produce about 1,000 titles a year, and employ an estimated 300
full and part-time employees, with a further estimated $800,000 to $1 million
spent on freelance contractors.
Meanwhile, Galiano Literary Festival is taking place February 17-19 at the
Galiano Oceanfront Inn. Organized by Lee Trentadue, the festival includes
writing workshops, readings with over 30 authors; their books represent many
BC book publishers.0

School District 64 (Gulf Islands)

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR 2017/2018

Registration for all schools in School District 64 will take place from
February 8 to March 15, 2017.

NEW REGISTRATIONS:
Kindergarten – For children who will be five (5) years of age on or before December 31,
2017, i.e., born in 2012, please register your child at the school in your residential catchment
area.

Please bring the following documentation when you register your child for kindergarten:
• Verification of the child’s birth date and citizenship status (birth certificate, passport or
Landed Immigrant authorization)
• Care Card, and
• Immunization records

Students currently enrolled in the district's Strong Start programs are required to complete
a Kindergarten registration form.
Grade 1 to 12 – Please register your child in the school in your residential catchment
area.
Expressions of interest in specific programs can the found on the registration form
available at: http://sd64.bc.ca.
Please note that additional application information is required for admission to:
• French Immersion & MYSEEC at Saltspring Island Middle School
• SEEC program located on Saturna Island

Registration and water taxi transportation are subject to School District Policies and
Procedures 530 and 700 available at http://sd64.bc.ca/district/policies-and-procedures/.
Program placement is subject to the availability of space in specialized programs.

STUDENTS WHO ARE CURRENTLY ENROLLED
Expressions of interest in specific programs at your child’s school should be made to the
school principal.
For additional information about high school programs available through Gulf Islands
Secondary School contact the school’s principal.
CROSS BOUNDARY TRANSFER REQUESTS

Should you wish to enroll your child in a school outside of your catchment areas, a cross
boundary transfer request form must be completed annually (Policy and Procedure 530).
The request form can be found at http://sd64.bc.ca.

Prior to submitting the form to the School Board Office, parents must obtain signatures
from the principal of the catchment area school and the principal of the receiving school.
Upon receipt at the School Board Office the form will be time and date stamped. The
deadline for accepting cross boundary request forms is March 15. Placement is subject to
the availability of space.
Normal grade transitions to the next level at another school within the prescribed
catchment area do not require a cross boundary transfer request.
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Elections?

Well, I had thought our voting system really lay in tatters,
But Trudeau, now that he’s in power, just says it hardly matters;
Yet, thousands filled out forms on this, and wrote to the Commission,
All hoping we could rectify its out-of-date condition.
The people know this system’s flawed, when judging by the present,
Our numbers going to the polls are less than 60 percent.

‘There’s no consensus’, Justin said—as though that’s problematic;
But it must be representative, or it is not democratic.
So Trudeau’s statement on his promise left me feeling sore;
Like every politician, he just wants to stay in power.
I’ll vote strategically next time, help get those Liberals out—
Let’s hope the NDP and Greens will have the needed clout!
—H. Barry Cotton, February 2017

I
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Waiting for the spring. Hundreds of eagles visited a Boundary Bay organic farm
during the Arctic outflow, including these ones perched on an irrigator.

Dissecting the Prime Minister’s excuses for ditching his promise
of fair voting - Elizabeth May, MP
t was a massive blow to my faith in Trudeau’s
good intentions when he re-wrote the mandate
letter to the Minister of Democratic Institutions
to remove the responsibility for bringing in a new
voting system.
Since then, he has offered up one excuse after
another. It has been, as you can imagine,
profoundly discouraging to hear Justin Trudeau,
having broken faith with his own promise of
electoral reform, offer up increasingly desperate
excuses.
I have referred to his explanations in townhall
meetings as ‘grasping at straws.’ It made me wonder
about the origins of the idiom ‘grasping at straws’.
Was it like the proverbial ‘straw man’—a rhetorical
argument set up to be knocked down? Or like a
straw in the wind? The straw poll or straw vote… or
in this case, was it really the last straw?
Turns out, the phrase ‘grasping at straws’ comes
from a proverb quoted in the 1748 novel, Clarissa,
by Samuel Richardson: ‘A drowning man will catch
at a straw, the proverb well says.’ So our Prime
Minister is a drowning man. No wonder his excuses
smack of futile desperation.
At first it was only that he could not see a ‘way
forward’. He complained that Canadians had not
achieved consensus. Of course, the government had
not put in place any mechanism for finding
consensus.
The parliamentary committee on which I served
was not mandated to test for consensus. We were
instructed to look at the evidence and make
recommendations for the system to replace First
Past the Post. The Liberals ‘mydemocracy.ca’ survey
never even asked the key question: ‘Do you want to
replace FPTP? If so, what system do you want?’
Even so, 70% of the hundreds of thousands of

T

respondents made it clear they preferred
proportional representation. When given a choice
between a parliament where many parties have to
work together to reach compromise through
cooperation, even if it took longer, that approach
was preferred over one large party making decisions
with accountability.
Since breaking his word with Canadians, the
Prime Minister has been increasingly clear that his
preferred system was ranked ballots. I was open to
ranked ballots. It seemed reasonable that being able
to rank your choices on ballots would be an
improvement.
But all the evidence before the Parliamentary
Committee was that the only system guaranteed to
produce more perverse results than our current
system was ranked ballots. It would distort the will
of the voters even more than First Past the Post.
With no evidence to support this system, and
numerous witnesses to the effect that ranked ballots
would tend towards giving the Liberals an even
greater share of seats without public support, not
only did the Conservatives, NDP, Bloc and Greens
oppose ranked ballots, so too did the Liberals on the
committee.
On his northern swing of townhalls, in Iqaluit
and Yellowknife, the prime minister has become
even more critical of the recommendation of the
vast majority of the witnesses to our committee and
to our recommendation for proportional
representation.

Here Are His Claims And My
Rebuttals:

Trudeau: Proportional representation will
increase the risk of extremist parties gaining seats
in Parliament:
Rebuttal: The parliamentary committee

specifically rejected the system used in Israel and
Italy where votes are cast for the party of choice with
as little as 2% of the vote. Single Transferable Votes
(STV) for local candidates produces proportionality
without party lists at all. If Mixed Member
Proportional (MMP) is used, the threshold of the
vote can be set at 3-5% and exclude extreme parties.
Trudeau claimed that we should fear
proportional representation because it would give
Kellie Leitch ‘her own party’. But we need no
hypotheticals. Kellie Leitch could become leader of
the Conservative Party —so too could Kevin O’Leary
or libertarian Maxime Bernier. They could lead a
mainstream party.
Has Trudeau forgotten that Stephen Harper was
an extreme political force—never supported by
more than 25% of Canadians—yet prime minister
for a decade and leading with a majority for four
years of savage destruction of our environmental
laws?
FPTP is dangerous. Proportional representation
will keep extremism in check.
Trudeau: Proportional representation will be a
threat to national unity.
Rebuttal: It is FPTP that gives disproportionate
parliamentary power to regional splinter parties.
FPTP allows regional parties to gain
disproportionate power. The Bloc Quebecois
running in only one province gained the seats to
form Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition; Reform,
outpaced the Progressive Conservative party in
seats with only a fraction of the popular vote.
FPTP is a proven threat to national unity.
It is not too late to remind the prime minister of
his promise. While he is grasping at straws, let’s
throw him a life ring. 0

Citizen action on plastics and hostages - Lois Eaton

he film A Plastic Ocean on January 22nd,
successfully engaged our community. Locals
are looking for ways to help further this
action and to reduce/refuse plastics in their lives.
Communities Protecting Our Coast (CPOC)
presentations to the councils of City of Parksville,
Town of Qualicum Beach and the Regional District
Council were also successful in engaging these
councils, who are now looking for the best ways to
act.
CPOC is considering creating an e-petition
outlining the problems with plastics in the ocean to
the federal government and also outlining the need
for laws to create changes in consumer, packaging
and manufacturing companies.

The Parksville/Oceanside/Qulicum Beach area
group will discuss the idea at it March 12 meeting.
E-petitons were introduced in December 2015 as
a new forum for citizens to actively participate in our
democracy and government.
Canadians of any age can sign an e-petition so
long as they have an email. An e-petition requires a
minimum of 500 signatures within 120 days,
before it can be presented to parliament. Each
citizen can only sponsor one petition at a time and
each petition requires the sponsorship of a sitting
MP.
Here are two e-petitions active right now:
• petition E-616 Electoral Reform: this petition
reminds the Liberals that electoral reform was a
www.islandtides.com

cornerstone of their 2015 election campaign. It
requests the government gives a firm commitment
to a proposal for change and a timeline. (See also
article above and on page 8.)
• petition E-696 A Process for International
Kidnappings: it can be viewed at: petitions.parl.gc.ca
or click here.
My cousin was one of the victims kidnapped in
the Philippines in 2015 and then beheaded in 2016.
The family’s experience revealed the government’s
lack of process, plan or expertise in handling
international kidnappings of its citizens and
communicating with the victims families here at
home. This petition does not ask for ransoms to be
paid but rather, effectively and productively dealing
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No one passes through the gate at Morris River without the consent of the Unist'ot'en Clan.

R

‘No’ to Northern Gateway oil pipeline hasn’t changed much - Dave Ages

egular readers of Island Tides will be familiar with the
Unist’ot’en people and the strong stance they have taken
in defence of their Territory and against fossil fuel
pipelines. Their checkpoint camp has now stood at the entrance
to their land for over eight years.
The denial of a federal permit to Enbridge for the Northern
Gateway bitumen pipeline was certainly a victory. But this has
changed little regarding Northern BC and the fossil fuel industry.
The greatest threat has been and is still fracked gas LNG.
Chevron and Transcanada are pushing ahead with pipeline
construction adjacent to the Unist’ot’en Territory. But, as long as
the Unist’ot’en and their allies stand strong, these pipelines
cannot be completed.
Why is the fracked gas industry such a threat? For three main
reasons:
• The lifecycle carbon footprint of fracked gas LNG is only
slightly less than that of tar sands bitumen.
• This industry is extremely damaging to the environment—
fouling groundwater, causing earthquakes, and destroying the
Flora Banks estuary of the Skeena River.
• The contracts being signed by the pipeline companies permit
them to convert to transporting bitumen after only five years.

With no economic basis for a Canadian LNG export industry,
this conversion becomes very likely.
In the summer of 2015, in their Declaration of Sovereignty,
the Unist’ot’en stated:
The Unist’ot’en settlement camp is not a protest or a
demonstration. Our clan is occupying and using our
traditional territory as it has for centuries. Our free, prior,
and informed consent protocol is in place at the entrance
of our territory as an expression of our jurisdiction and
our inherent right to both give and refuse consent and
entry into our territory. Wet’suwet’en territory, including
Unist’ot’en territory, is unceded, unsurrendered and
untreatied.
For more information about the Unist’ot’en Camp go to:
http://unistoten.camp/.
In March, representatives of the Unist’ot’en, including several
Chiefs as well as Camp Spokesperson Freda Huson, will be on a
‘Stop the Pipelines; Start the Music - 2017’ tour of the southern
coast. The tour name reflects the idea of combining celebration,
music and dancing with the serious message of indigenous rights
and the fight against the fossil fuel industry. See ‘What’s On?’
page 8 for details. 0

Voter registration notices are in the mail

Voter registration notices are being sent
across British Columbia starting today,
marking the beginning of Elections BC’s
efforts to update the voters list before the
2017 Provincial General Election.
‘We’re mailing over 1.9 million notices
across the province to ask eligible voters to
register to vote or update their voter
information,’ says Keith Archer, BC’s Chief
Electoral Officer. ‘Registering to vote is
easy online at elections.bc.ca/ovr, or by
calling 1-800-661-8683.
The notices also indicate the new
electoral district for each voter, which will
come into effect when the election is
called. There will be 87 electoral districts
for this election, up from the current 85.

More information about the new
districts, including an interactive
digital map showing their
boundaries, is available at
elections.bc.ca/resources/maps.
Starting on March 8, Elections
BC will actively look to register
voters throughout the province.
Registration drives will be held at
high-traffic locations in each electoral
district, including shopping malls,
community centres, and at every postsecondary campus in BC. Enumerators
will make door-to-door visits in selected
high mobility neighbourhoods, new
subdivisions and residential complexes.
Voters registered before the election is

called will receive a ‘Where to Vote’ card
from Elections BC, making the voting
process faster and easier. Registration
online and by phone is open until
midnight on April 11, 2017.
For more information, visit Elections
BC’s website at elections.bc.ca. For
electoral area maps, click here.0
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Citizen takes action; electoral
reform, e-petition 616

onathan Cassels from Kitchener, Ontario, did
not wait for the February 1 announcement
that the Canadian government was
abandoning electoral reform. Cassels got the
impression, from an October 19 Le Devoir
interview, that Prime Minister Trudeau was about
to reneg on his election promise. So, he decided to
start an online petition calling for the Liberal
government to recommit to its electoral reform
pledge.
Through sponsorship from BC MP Nathan
Cullen, the e-petition was open for signature on
November 2. It will remain open for signatures till
March 2 at 11:20am, EDT.
At press time, 118,040 people have added their
signatures. Petitions that receive 500 signatures or
more over a 120-day period are sent to the House
of Commons for response. The Liberal government
will then have 45 days to respond.
Once the petition is submitted to Parliament, MP
Cullen said, he hopes the electoral reform decision
will be reversed.
The Petition to the Government of Canada, says:
Whereas:
Electoral reform was a cornerstone of the current
government’s electoral campaign;
Canadians have waited patiently for the
government to give a clear proposal as to how
electoral reform will work;
No progress towards electoral reform has been
publicly apparent during the year since the
government first sat in session; and
Recent public information indicates the
government may be backing off campaign promises
to ensure electoral reform.
We, the undersigned, supporters of electoral
reform, call upon the Government of Canada to:
1. Immediately, declare its on-going commitment
to ensuring the 2015 election be the last Federal
Canadian election under the First Past The Post
system.
2. In the coming weeks, clearly outline one or more
proposals for how Canadian elections could operate
once electoral reform is complete.
3. In the coming weeks, outline a firm timeline for
public consultation regarding the proposals
mentioned above, detailing the proposed timeline
until introduction before the house of commons.
4. In the coming months, outline a proposed
timeline for the introduction of an electoral reform bill
before the House of Commons, detailing the
proposed timeline until passage into law.
Sponsor: Nathan Cullen, Skeena—Bulkley Valley, BC
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Winter pond.
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North Island Report - Claire Trevena, MLA

t has been nine months since the Legislature
was last in session; it is only happening now
because the law requires the government to
present a budget. In the long absence from the
legislature, many issues have been brought to my
attention that I intend to raise this session. These
range from improving care for seniors, to investing
in our highway system, to dealing with the
skyrocketing cost of Hydro, MSP and ferries.
These are concerns that are daily brought to me
in the office, in public meetings and even at the
grocery store. As a member of the Opposition it is
my job to challenge the status quo and advocate on
behalf of all the residents of the North Island.
I would like to thank all those individuals who
contacted me with their stories of Internet woes.
To view or sign the petition go to:
Even areas in Port Hardy and Port McNeill, which
petitions.parl.gc.ca or click here. 0
are now supposed to have excellent connectivity, are
still experiencing problems. Over the last few
months I have met with Network BC, the provincial
government’s office working to get internet in
VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS different communities, telecommunications
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
companies and the local internet service providers
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please •
to try to find solutions for the serious problems
islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267
individuals and businesses face because of poor
Saturday through Friday, March 11 to 17
connectivity.
Stop the Pipelines, Start the Music, 2017—featuring music,
dancing and reports from the front lines of pipeline opposition in
At the end of last year, the CRTC ruled that
Northern BC; fundraiser for the Unist'ot'en Camp • VANCOUVER:
broadband Internet should now be treated as a
Sat, March 11; FRASER VALLEY: Mon, March 12; Bellingham:
utility and stated there would be money to assist in
Tues, March 13; GALIANO ISLAND: Wed, March 15; VICTORIA: Thurs,
March 16; NANAIMO: Fri, March 17 • Info:
getting it to underserved areas. However, the CRTC
https://www.facebook.com/events/668408633341791 • LOWER
left distribution in the hands of the private
COAST
telecommunications companies who have a
stranglehold over bandwidth availability. Local
ISPs—whether Brooks Bay, Ragged Edge or Gulf
Islands Cable –are only sold access to a certain
is oﬀering two
amount of that bandwidth which is one of the
offering two
“Back to isSchool”
Bursaries
“Back to School” Bursaries
reasons why individual homes on their systems
Applicants must be mature adults who wish to
Applicants must be mature adults who wish to pursue a career in a
can’t get access to high quality, high speed internet.
pursue a careerhealth
in a related
health
related field.
field.
Information&
& application
application formsforms
available
at Thrift Shop
(located
Information
available
at
rift
There is no magic wand for this, but I will continue
at back of the Upper Ganges Centre next to Driftwood office) and
web-site.
Shop (located at backonofour
the
Upper Ganges Centre
to work with local and provincial providers and all
www.lmhas.ca/bursaries
next to Driftwood
oﬃce) and on our website.
Application deadline is April 3, 2017.
levels of government to ensure that all the North
www.lmhas.ca/bursaries
Island gets the 21st century communications that is
Application deadline is April 3, 2017.
now a necessity.
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I was very pleased to be a speaker at Campbell River
Council’s hearing on parking. The city is proposing
amending its by-laws to guarantee free parking at
many institutions around the community. The
focus is, however, on maintaining free parking at
the new hospital. There is no recognition from the
provincial government nor its proxy, Island Health,
that the Campbell River hospital is a regional
hospital, serving the whole of the North Island. On
top of the stress of going to hospital, people have to
deal with the cost of ferry fares, gas and sometimes
accommodation without also having to face a
charge for parking imposed by the province. The
stories I have heard from constituents who got
parking tickets at other hospitals because they didn’t
feed the meter while loved ones were getting urgent
medical treatment are desperately sad. This is
another egregious example of this government’s
willingness to download costs onto people who are
already overstretched.

Hospital Parking

But I do have some good health news for North
Island constituents. At a roundtable on health,
which I hosted on Cortes Island, a serious problem
for all residents of our ferry dependent islands was
raised: how to get home when you have been
transferred to hospital by ambulance. As a result of
the meeting, the BC Ambulance Service will now be
carrying TAPS forms (the pink slips for travel) in the
ambulance. So if you are taken to Campbell River
(or beyond) by ambulance, your return ferry will be
covered under the TAPS program. Many thanks to
the quick work of the Ambulance Service in sorting
this out.
I have been raising with the Ministry of
Transportation the many problems on our
highways as we struggle through this long winter.
Our neighbours, working on the road crews and out
gritting the roads in the snow or patching them
when there’s a thaw are doing their best. However,
I have been seriously questioning the ability of the
contractor to meet the most basic expectations of
road standards. @clairetrevena.0

TAPS Forms

