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Reform water
act, say groups
Following the collapse of Fraser River
sockeye stocks and a previous
government promise to make BC’s
water system ‘the best, bar none,’ an
coalition of citizen groups has issued
recommendations for modernizing the
BC’s Water Act.
A
total
of
29
non-profit
organizations have endorsed a joint
‘Statement of Expectations on the
Reform of the BC Water Act.’ The
statement is in response to the BC
government’s
2008
pledge
to
modernize antiquated provincial water
law, and offers a comprehensive set of
guidelines covering surface water
health, public transparency, equitable
water allocation, and groundwater and
stream protection.
‘BC’s current water management
system ranks amongst the worst in
North America,’ says Ecojustice Staff
Lawyer Randy Christensen. ‘If these
recommendations are followed, BC
would move from worst to first in
responsible water management.’

Reccommendations
The statement was issued after a federal
government inquiry into the 2009
collapse of the Fraser River sockeye
salmon was announced. (Only 7% of the
predicted 8.7 million sockeye in the
Fraser River summer run arrived,
making it one of the worst years on
record for both sockeye and people who
depend on them.) Dr Craig Orr, an
ecologist with Watershed Watch,
commented that, ‘Without strong rules
on water use and the health of water
systems, even more salmon will be in
trouble in the near future.’
Among the key recommendations
made by the groups are for the legal
protection
of
instream
or
environmental flows and a ‘cap’ on
water withdrawals to protect the
physical, biological and chemical
benefits of a healthy water system.
Adequate water temperature and
volume are also key concerns for
salmon health, they report. Higher
water temperatures associated with low
flows and loss of cooling groundwater is
a major threat to salmon, especially
those that rear young in the hot interior
regions of BC. 0
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Even owls have trouble telling when it’s daylight in winter; barred owl on Galiano Island.

No mining in the
Flathead Valley

The news was unexpected—and it was big, say NGOs.
On February 9, in BC’s Throne Speech Lt-Govenor
Steven Point announced a ban on all further mining,
oil and gas development in BC’s Flathead River
Valley. The The Province of British Columbia’s ban
satisfies a major goal which public groups have been
working toward for protection of the globallysignificant values of the valley. The announcement
,on the eve of the Olympics, followed a UNESCO
assessment last fall which, in part, suggested just the
same move.
John Bergenske, executive director of NGO
Wildsight saw it as a first step in protecting the
Flathead. ‘This is an important announcement,’
Bergenske said. ‘We applaud the government for
doing the right thing for the Flathead River Valley.
‘We hope governments continue to listen to British
Columbians and soon takes action to protect the
Flathead permanently—in the form of a National
Park and Wildlife Management Area,’ said Sierra
Club BC spokesperson Sarah Cox.
The Flathead/Crown of the Continent ecosystem
contains the world’s first international peace park,
and a biological richness which has scientists around
the world supporting its protection.
The next step, say groups, is to connect the
Flathead through the spine of the Rockies as a
provincial wildlife management area so that wildlife
values are adequately managed from WatertonGlacier in the south to Banff/Jasper/Yoho/Kootenay
in the north.’
Chloe O’Lauglin, Executive Director of CPAWSBC, highlighted the century-old idea to create a
Canadian national park in a portion of the Flathead
River Valley. ‘We believe it’s time for the government
to create a national park in the lower one-third of
BC’s Flathead River Valley,’ she said. ‘This park
would complete the Waterton-Glacier International
Peace Park and World Heritage Site/Biosphere
Reserve and maintain healthy wildlife populations in
the face of climate change and habitat degradation.’ 0

Islands’ churches to close
The Anglican Church’s Diocesan Transformation
Team has recommends closure of some 14 churches
on Vancouver Island, including the following
churches in Island Tides’ circulation area: Church of
the Good Shepherd on South Pender; St Mary and St
Mark on Salt Spring and St Andrew in Cowichan
Station. 0

is available at these

New coalmine at Fanny Bay
Compliance Coal Corporation, with partners
Itochu Corporation and LG International
Investments (Canada) Ltd, have formed a
Joint Venture to manage 31,000 hectares of
coal rights in the Comox Coal Basin, including
the Raven and Bear metallurgical coal
deposits. The Joint Venture proposes to
develop an underground mine in the Raven
metallurgical coal deposit, located about five
kilometers west of Fanny Bay on Vancouver
Island. The Raven property is about 3,100
hectares. The project would be three
kilometers west of the Inland Island Highway
at an elevation somewhat over 100 metres,
about 20km south of Courtenay, and 80km
north of Port Alberni.
The Raven deposit would yield
approximately 44 million tones over a 20-year
period. The plan anticipates a coal-wash plant,
piles for earth and coarse and fine rejects, and
ponds for water management. The total project
footprint is expected to be approximately 200
hectares, in the Tsable River/Cowie Creek
watersheds.
The property is owned fee simple, with most
mineral rights, by the joint venture, except for
about 142 hectares held through a Crown coal
licence. The Raven deposits range from near the
surface to 480 metres underground. The land
was originally part of the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railway grant, and the project would
impact several First Nations.
In the area, the Baynes Sound Mine was

operated from 1875–77 (abandoned) and the
underground Tsable River Mine produced
approximately 2 million tones of coking coal
from 1949-66. A coal-wash plant was operated
in Union Bay around 1900.
Originally, transportation options for the
new mine included a spur line from the E&N
Railway, but this idea has been abandoned as
‘not environmentally or economically viable.’
The remaining options still under
consideration all involve trucking the coal on
the Inland Island Highway to Port Alberni,
Middle Point, or Duke Point. It is estimated
that the production volume of 2.2 million tones
per year would require over 70 ‘B-train’ (semitrailer + trailer) truckloads per day.
At Port Alberni or Duke Point, coal could be
loaded directly into Panamax size ships (bulk
carriers of maximum: length 294 metres, beam
32 metres, and draft 12 metres). From Middle
Point, the coal would have to be barged to
Texada Island for loading into ships.
The project first came to light in August,
2009. Since that time, concerned residents
have held a number of meetings in the area,
some with representatives of the company. A
sit-in was also held at the office of Gary Lunn,
MP in December.
Feelings are running high and meetings are
being organized. Information is available at
www.CoalWatch.ca and on Twitter at
@coalwatch.cv. 0

IPPs propose Hydro sells them cheap power
In a submission to the BC government’s Green
Energy Task Forces, BC’s independent power
producers (IPPs) propose that BC Hydro sell
its heritage hydroelectric power to them at the
same preferential rates as other BC export
resource industries, such as mines, pulp mills,
oil and gas, and electrochemical plants. They
would then use this power to fill in the gaps in
the intermittent and seasonal power produced
by run-of-river hydro, wind turbines, and other
‘green’ power sources into firm power, which
can then be sold on for higher prices in
longterm contracts with export customers.

Who Will Sell the Power?
At present, nearly all IPP-generated power is
sold on longterm contract to BC Hydro at rates
which well exceed the cost of heritage power.
BC Hydro purchases IPP power at up to double

SERI O US CO F F EE

the price BC Hydro sells it for, and several
times the price at which it is sold to industrial
users.
Purchasing BC Hydro’s power at the low
industrial rates established would not only
reduce the average cost of power to the IPPs, but
would also increase the price they could charge
for it on the open market, now as ‘firm’ power.
The IPPs appear to be looking forward to a
time when they could write their own export
contracts with US customers, rather than
selling to BC Hydro. They would be selling
power which was both ‘firm’ and ‘green’, a
valuable commodity in markets, such as
California, which have already mandated that a
significant percentage of the power imported
to the state be ‘green’.
POWER PLAY, please turn to page 3

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Page 2, ISLAND TIDES, Feb 18, 2010

Patrick Brown

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Any child who will be five (5) years of age on or
before December 31, 2010 (born in 2005) should
register for the 2010/2011 school year at the school
offic February 22 to February 25, 2010.
Galiano Community School
(February 22, 23 & 24 only)
9:00 a.m.to 3:30 p.m.
Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Saturna Elementary School
(February 22, 23 & 24 only)
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Parents or Guardians:
Please bring with you the following documentation:
• Verification of the child’s birth date and
citizenship status (birth certificate, passport or
Landed Immigrant authorization)
• Care Card, and
• Immunization records.

AT POINT ATKINSON
FEBRUARY/MARCH

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

16
TU

0023
0701
1316
1848

5.2
14.8
7.5
12.8

1.6
4.5
2.3
3.9

17
WE

0053
0721
1350
1937

6.2
14.8
6.9
12.5

18
TH

0123
0742
1426
2033

19
FR
20
SA

Ht./ft.

US Supreme Court allows election advertising by corporations

Day

Time

24
WE

0311
0757
1153
1959

13.8
12.1
13.1
3.0

4.2
3.7
4.0
0.9

Ht./m.

1.9
4.5
2.1
3.8

25
TH

0354
0904
1321
2059

14.4
11.5
13.5
2.6

4.4
3.5
4.1
0.8

7.2
14.4
6.2
12.1

2.2
4.4
1.9
3.7

26
FR

0428
0954
1441
2151

14.8
10.5
13.8
2.3

4.5
3.2
4.2
0.7

0157
0805
1506
2140

8.5
14.4
5.6
12.1

2.6
4.4
1.7
3.7

27
SA

0459
1040
1550
2237

15.1
9.2
13.8
2.6

4.6
2.8
4.2
0.8

0235
0830
1552
2306

9.5
14.1
4.9
12.1

2.9
4.3
1.5
3.7

28
SU

0527
1125
1653
2321

15.4
7.9
14.1
3.6

4.7
2.4
4.3
1.1

21
SU

0323
0859
1645

10.8
14.1
4.6

3.3
4.3
1.4

1
MO

0556
1210
1754

15.7
6.6
14.1

4.8
2.0
4.3

22
MO

0045
0432
0938
1747

12.8
11.8
13.8
3.9

3.9
3.6
4.2
1.2

2
TU

0003
0625
1254
1855

4.6
15.7
5.2
13.8

1.4
4.8
1.6
4.2

23
TU

0211
0615
1034
1854

13.5
12.5
13.5
3.6

4.1
3.8
4.1
1.1

3
WE

0046
0655
1340
1959

6.2
15.7
4.3
13.5

1.9
4.8
1.3
4.1

That uproar you hear from south of the border results from a expenditures … then surely there is cause for concern …’ but ‘An
decision of the US Supreme Court to allow unlimited outright ban on corporate political speech during the critical
‘independent’ corporate (and union) advertising in direct and preelection period is not a permissible remedy.’
express support of (or opposition to) specific candidates within
Restricting speech: ‘Speech restrictions based on the
an election period. This follows more than a century during identity of the speaker are all too often simply a means to
which such corporate involvement has been a criminal offence. control content.’
The Court, in effect, may well have removed the last barrier
Impractical to litigate or enforce: should a question
to corporate influence in US politics. In the US, corporations arise during an election period, there is not sufficient time for
have vigourously exercised their rights to contribute to political the courts to deal with it. ‘Political speech is so ingrained in our
campaigns, organize Political Action Committees (PACs) to culture that speakers find ways to circumvent campaign finance
support candidates, run ‘issue’ advertisements, advertise laws….’
outside election periods, and lobby office-holders in order to
The exemption of the press: has muddied the waters.
gain favourable treatment from government. But their direct Nowadays, the Decision says, corporate ownership of the press
voice during election campaigns
makes
other
corporations
US Supreme Court Polarization indistinuishable from it, particularly
has been restricted.
The Supreme Court’s 5-4 split The split between the Supreme Court Justices reflects the on the internet. Nor nowadays is the
Decision reflects a Supreme polarization of US politics, and the make-up of the court publication of books distinguishable
since John Roberts was appointed Chief Justice by President
Court divided on philosophy, on
from the press. Restriction of any
George W Bush in 2005.
principle, on procedure, and on
The 183 page Decision included 80 pages of the Majority media has become unenforceable, the
its constitutional role. This Opinion and Concurring Opinions, and a 90 page Dissent. justices say.
pattern of partisan split is echoed The following table names the justices, together with when
And any uncertainty in the
in the other three branches of the they were appointed and by which president:
application of the law has the effect of
The Majority:
US government—the House of
‘chilling’, or discouraging voices that
Chief
Justice
Roberts
2005 G.W. Bush (Republican)
Representatives, the Senate, and
should be heard, as it did in the case
Justice Kennedy
1988 Reagan
(Republican)
the Presidency.
of Citizens United. The Justices
Justice Scalia
1986 Reagan
(Republican)
commented: ‘This troubling assertion
Justice Alito
2006 G.W. Bush (Republican)
The Case Before
of brooding governmental power
Justice Thomas
1991 G.H.W. Bush (Republican)
The Court
cannot be reconciled with the
Dissent:
A specific question was put to the Justice Stevens*
confidence and stability in civic
1975 Ford
(Republican)
Supreme Court by political Justice Ginsberg
1993 Clinton
(Democrat)
discourse that the First Amendment
1994 Clinton
(Democrat)
organization Citizens United Justice Breyer
must secure.’
2009 Obama
(Democrat)
(CU), which is partially funded Justice Sotomayor
An argument the that
by
corporate
donations. * Justice Stevens was confirmed by a Senate in which the touches on the absurd: even the
Duringthe 2008 election period, Democrats held a 60-vote majority.
movie Mr Smith Goes to Washington
the organization had produced an hour-and-a-half long anti- could be banned as political speech produced by a corporation,
Hillary Clinton video and wished to air it. But, fearing criminal if shown during the election period: ‘…fiction and caricature
action, Citizens United had requested court assurance that this may be a powerful force.’ (In actuality, this movie does not
TV distribution would be legal. However, the District Court explicitly support or oppose a candidate—the question in the
refused to give assurance which then lead to this Appeal to the Citizens’ United case. It’s inclusion illustrates that the entire
Supreme Court.
Majority Opinion is focused on corporate political speech in
general, and not on the specific case at hand.)
A Sweeping Ruling
The US Supreme Court’s January decision went significantly
beyond what Citizens United had requested. The Court went so
far as to strike down all limitations on corporate (and union)
advertising during an election period, retaining only loose
requirements for disclaimers and disclosure.
The Citizens United case ostensibly concerned the First
Amendment to the US Constitution, part of the 1791 Bill of
Rights, which in part reads ‘Congress shall make no law …
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press….’
Over the past hundred years there have been numerous
cases which limit the political actions of corporations, mainly in
the interest of reducing corruption. One such case, ‘Austin
versus Michigan Chamber of Commerce (1990)’, recorded the
Court’s opposition to ‘the corrosive and distorting effects of
immense aggregations of wealth that are accumulated with the
help of the corporate form and that have little or no correlation
to the public’s support for the corporation’s political ideas.’
Within the Majority Opinion of the current case, Justice
Kennedy characterizes the ‘Austin’ ruling as establishing a
general principle that ‘political speech may be banned based on
the speaker’s corporate identity.’ However, Kennedy then goes
on to claim, ‘The Government may regulate corporate political
speech through disclaimer and disclosure requirements, but it
may not suppress that speech altogether.’

Working Back To Front

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
FEBRUARY/MARCH

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

16
TU

0648
1250
1812

10.5
6.2
8.9

3.2
1.9
2.7

24
TU

0325
0732
1034
1921

10.5
9.8
10.2
1.6

3.2
3.0
3.1
0.5

17
WE

0011
0703
1323
1912

4.9
10.5
5.6
8.5

1.5
3.2
1.7
2.6

25
WE

0357
0838
1206
2016

10.8
9.5
10.2
1.6

3.3
2.9
3.1
0.5

18
TH

0040
0719
1359
2021

5.6
10.5
4.9
8.5

1.7
3.2
1.5
2.6

26
FR

0425
0921
1331
2106

10.8
8.9
10.2
1.6

3.3
2.7
3.1
0.5

19
FR

0110
0735
1440
2145

6.6
10.5
4.3
8.5

2.0
3.2
1.3
2.6

27
SA

0451
1003
1451
2151

10.8
7.9
10.2
2.0

3.3
2.4
3.1
0.6

20
SA

0142
0752
1525
2335

7.5
10.5
3.6
8.9

2.3
3.2
1.1
2.7

28
SU

0515
1046
1607
2234

11.2
6.9
9.8
2.6

3.4
2.1
3.0
0.8

21
SU

0221
0811
1618

8.5
10.5
3.0

2.6
3.2
0.9

1

0538
1131
1721
2316

11.2
5.6
9.8
3.9

3.4
1.7
3.0
1.2

22
MO

0137
0321
0836
1717

9.5
9.5
10.2
2.6

2.9
2.9
3.1
0.8

2
TU

0602
1217
1833
2359

11.2
4.3
9.5
5.2

3.4
1.3
2.9
1.6

23
TU

0245
0515
0916
1820

10.2
9.8
10.2
2.3

3.1
3.0
3.1
0.7

3

0627
1305
1947

11.2
3.3
9.5

3.4
1.0
2.9

Tide Table Courtesy of

MO

WE

Excerpts From The Majority Opinion
Besides its basic principle that any restrictions on corporate
‘speech’ contravene the First Amendment, the Majority Opinion
includes a barrage of arguments, of which a few stand out:
Corruption: unless a direct pay-off can be proven,
evidence of undue influence is difficult to obtain: ‘Ingratiation
and access, in any event, are not corruption … If elected officials
succumb to improper influences from independent

PRECAST & READY MIX LTD.

250-753-1223
www.abcprecast.ca

Blockbuster Dissent
What is remarkable about this judgement is that the Dissent,
written by Justice Stevens, is longer than the combined
arguments of the majority and the two Concurring Opinions
that followed. The Dissent is also remarkable for its passion,
eloquence, and occasional irony. It includes the following
arguments.
Judicial restraint: Stevens starts by reminding the reader
that: ‘All that the parties dispute is whether Citizens United had a
right to use the funds in its general treasury to pay for broadcasts
during the 30-day period … not one of those questions raised an
issue based on Citizens United’s corporate status.’
He then cuts to the chase: ‘Essentially, five Justices were
unhappy with the limited nature of the case before us, so they
changed the case to give themselves an opportunity to change
the law.’
This, he describes as a denial of congressional authority.
Finally, he says: ‘The only relevant thing that has changed since
Austin … is the composition of this Court.’
Corporations: cannot vote, cannot run for office, and their
interests may be contrary to the interests of the state or nation;
may be foreign-controlled (even US domestic corporations may
be ‘foreign’ to an individual state), but also enjoy favourable
treatment of assets, limited liability, and perpetual life. Stevens
also points out that shareholders could be forced into financial
support of political positions with which they disagree.
‘It might also be added that corporations have no
consciences, no beliefs, no feelings, no thoughts, no desires …
they are not themselves members of ‘We the People’ by whom
and for whom our Constitution was established.’
Balance: the majority decision upsets a balance between
UNFETTERED, please turn to page 6

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Not until this point does he state, ‘We turn to the case now
before us.’ It is remarkable that this Majority Opinion begins
with the conclusion that there should be no limitations on the
political ‘speech’ of corporations, and then works backwards
from this broad finding to the particular case at hand.
What follows in the ruling is a lengthy justification
explaining how, after being asked a simple question about a
specific application of the law, the justices rationalized this
precedent-setting ruling—a ruling which overturns ‘Austin’,
many similar previous precedents, and, indirectly, the election
laws of some 24 states.

Disclosure and Disclaimers

All the justices, both in the majority and in dissent, with the sole
exception of Justice Thomas, supported the continuation of
requirements for disclosure and disclaimers for corporate
political speech (particularly referring to advertisements). In
the Majority Opinion: ‘This transparency enables the electorate
to make informed decisions and give proper weight to different
speakers and messages.’
Thomas went so far as to argue that the possibility that such
disclosure might expose such corporations to attack. He upheld
a ‘right to anonymous speech’ and thus held that the disclosure
and disclaimer rules were unconstitutional.

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

• water & septic tanks with
• septic treatment systems by
QUALITY DRIVEN

Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

Helen Stirling
Every once in a while, you meet
someone who is the kind of
person who inspires you to be a
better human being yourself.
Helen Stirling was one of those
treasured people. She had
become a well-loved figure on
Pirates Road on Pender Island,
where she had lived with her
husband for much of the year.
She could be seen swimming in
Magic Lake each day during
summer, and was a regular
participant at aquafit and yoga.
Having been athletic all her life, Helen turned to fitness and
diet as complimentary treatments to keep her strong during
her chemo treatments for cancer. She refused to be negative
about her prognosis. Helen and Jim walking their retriever,
Jazz, were a common sight on many parts of the island.
What was most memorable about Helen was her
determination, and her unwavering smile, infectious
laughter and good humour, despite pain, discomfort and
awareness of her life and death struggle.
Helen was a consummate social worker in the field of child
welfare, latterly at Vancouver General Hospital.
Helen left us peacefully on January 22, 2010 at
Vancouver General Hospital at the age of 65. She is greatly
missed by her friends on Pirates Road. She is survived by her
mother, Margaret, brother Ian and his family, and her
husband, Jim MacKenzie, and his family.
A Memorial Mass and Celebration of Life will be held at
St James Anglican Church, 303 East Cordova on March 2 at
12pm. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the BC
Cancer Agency of the Vancouver General Hospital BPTU
Multidiciplinary Fund Foundation. Condolences may be
offered to the family at www.kearneyfs.com.
POWER PLAY from page 1

Cheap Power for Industry

The sale of BC Hydro power to industrial customers for less
than half the price to residential customers has long been part
of the province’s industrial development strategy. The
Independent Power Producers propose that, like forestry,
mining, and other extractive industries in BC, they should also
be allowed to purchase large amounts of power at these
subsidized rates.
According to reports, the IPPs claim that their industry could
‘quadruple in size by 2020, generating $29 billion in capital
investment and creating up to 8,000 full time jobs’.

BC Hydro Avantage and Why They
Should Give It Away
Presently, BC Hydro uses its heritage power to ensure firm
supplies at low prices to BC consumers. It also uses its storable
hydroelectric dam power to advantage. By shutting down the
turbines and buying Alberta’s cheap excess coal-fired (can’t be
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
The Ins & Outs of The Mail

While pruning in the planters at the General Store this week I
noticed that the long-awaited new postal boxes had arrived and
were being installed. We are up 24 boxes to 215. The local joke
used to be: ‘Who has to die before I can get my own box?’ The
critical advantage to having your own box is that you can get
your mail at anytime, as long as you have your key on you, while
non-boxers use counter-accessed general delivery. The smaller
number of large capacity postboxes make them an even more
coveted item. Postmistress Flora House says that everyone is
settled now; there will be no more additions only shuffles!
Throught the efforts of Flora, Canada Post has donated the old
post boxes to Saturna’s Haiti Relief fundraising, where they
brought in close to $100 dollars!
Flo, has been our postmistress for the last 30 years! She was
19 when she took over from Jeannie Morgan and thought it
would be a good job for maybe 5 years. Jeannie presided over 66
boxes, stamps, and money orders. After several moves,
depending on the location of Island stores, Jeannie decided to
build a post office on her own land.
Flo started her tenure in a shed that is now the garden
building of the Money’s orchard. Now ensconced with a
computerizd system in the Saturna General Store, Flo has a
regular group of relief help including daughters Corinne and
Raeanne who have grown into the job.
Flo always had some interesting craft project going on
during the slow times, chair-seat rushing, quilting, singing and
mandolin, junky sci-fi reading and the latest puppy or daughter.
Southern Gulf Islands postmistresses call to confer with each
other from time to time. Like all postmasters and mistresses,
Flo has seen her wages keep up and good benefits maintained
due to a small union called the Canadian Postmasters and
Assistants Association.
Southern Islands outgoing and incoming mail travels to
Sidney by contractor boats and Saturna’s is brought to the
SATURNA NOTES, please turn to page 6

P O E T S C OV E

Early February was a great week for conservation in Eastern Canada after the governments of
Canada and Newfoundland and Labrador teamed up to set aside 13,000 square kilometres of
Canada’s boreal forest for a new national park reserve. The federal government unveiled an area
in the Mealy Mountains, a tract of 10,700 square kilometres of pristine boreal habitat that
becomes the largest national park in Eastern Canada. Concurrently, the provincial government
detailed its plans for a 3,000-square-kilometre waterway provincial park to protect the Eagle
River.
Announced in Happy Valley-Goose Bay by Environment Minister Jim Prentice and Charlene
Johnson, Newfoundland and Labrador’s Minister of Environment and Conservation, the parks
will serve as a large anchor of protected boreal forest, wetland and tundra along the Atlantic
Flyway.
News of the announcements reportedly pleased officials from Ducks Unlimited Canada
(DUC). DUC is a private, non-profit organization that conserves, restores and manages wetlands
and associated habitats for waterfowl, habitats which also benefit other wildlife and people. 0
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“Walk Around the
Medicine Wheel Workshop!”
...an ancient way off seeing time
with Sharon Jinkerson-Brass
March 5th - 7th at Poets Cove
Register Early!
Go to www.poetscove.com for details
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We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:

shut down), off-peak power, for used in BCs. Dam-power can
then be saved for peak demand or sold to advantage to other
jurisdictions (US). This trading provides significant revenues to
BC Hydro and hence the people of BC.
In the future, critics have suggested that BC Hydro will incur
huge losses because the price that BC Hydro has committed to
pay IPPs for power is significantly more than that for which it
can be re-sold. Hydro’s only opportunity to regain some of these
losses would be to use the above manoeuver to transform IPP’s
‘intermittent’ power into ‘firm’ power by gifting the IPPs the
capability of its storage dams. The IPPs essentially propose that
this additional revenue go to them rather than Hydro.
The IPPs demand that energy planning must ‘go beyond the
objective of providing BC Hydro customers with low rates.’
Their Task Force submission also recommends the creation of a
third-party agency to manage new power supply acquisitions on
behalf of BC Hydro. 0

New national park

•

indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.
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1-800-997-6797
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Important Notice to Employers
Supporting Students:
Serving Communities
Canada Summer Jobs is a Government of Canada initiative.
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For more information:
Click
Call
Visit

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years

servicecanada.ca
1-800-935-5555 (TTY: 1-800-926-9105)
a Service Canada Centre

• Fuel-efﬁcient, cost-effective wood heating
• Solar domestic hot water heaters
• Sales and Installations
Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Solar Heating

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Editorial: A lack of transparency
This edition includes reports on two more submissions to the
Premier’s ‘Green Energy Task Force’ (several others were
reported in our January 21 edition). These two also illustrate
contrasting points of view. One from BC’s major industrial
electricity users, who quite logically, would like to retain the
preferential electricity rates which have long been a cornerstone
of the province’s industrial development policy. The other from
the independent power producers, who, having contracted with
BC Hydro to sell their power at much higher than market rates,
now wish to purchase power from Hydro at the much lower
industrial rates to fill in the gaps in their intermittent and
seasonal power production.
Both these groups claim to produce substantial economic
benefits to the province. Both are already subsidized, the JIESC
through the low rates for the electricity they buy, the IPPs
through the high prices for the electricity they sell to BC Hydro.
Both types of subsidies reduce the net revenue to BC Hydro,
a publicly owned crown corporation. Both types of business
might not be viable without these subsidies.

Reporting In & Reporting Back
The four Green Energy Task Force groups were supposed to
have reported back to the Premier ‘in January’—an exceedingly
short time-frame. We presume that somehow they did, because
the Throne Speech last Tuesday referred to them: ‘Building on
the contributions of the Green Energy Advisory Task Force,
your government will launch a comprehensive strategy to put
BC at the forefront of clean energy development.’

Nothing new there. It’s ceratinly about time it was launched,
because they’ve been at it for some years now.
We don’t know what the task forces recommended, and it is
clear that this government does not care for any public
discussion—the only submissions that have become public are
these two published by their originators.
The throne speech also promises: ‘A new Clean Energy Act
will encourage new investments in independent power
production while also strengthening BC Hydro.’ Well, there’s a
clue; all their encouragement of investments up to now has
weakened BC Hydro.
It also referred obliquely to ‘fair, predictable, clean power
calls’ (they weren’t before?), says government will ‘optimize
existing generation facilities and report on the Site-C review this
spring’, and ‘firm and shape the intermittent power supply that
characterizes new sources of clean energy’ (they’ve noticed!).
Finally, the Speech tells of new transmission infrastructure
for clean power exports to Alberta, Saskatchewan and ‘south of
the border’.
What does all this mean? Either, the government hasn’t
figured it out yet, or they daren’t tell us in case we might come
up with other things they should have considered. After all,
there weren’t any of BC Hydro’s customers on the Task Forces.
The entire exercise lacks responsibility, transparency, and
competence. With the usual a dash of arrogance, it verges on
farce. This is a public shame as a properly conducted task force
process and public review on green energy is sorely needed. 0
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Celebrating Islands’ Food
on Galiano
At the spring equinox, The Galiano Community Food Program,
with financial support from the Vancouver Island Health
Authority (VIHA), will be hosting a conference on agriculture,
community and environmental awareness: ‘From The Table To
The Field: Turning Discussion Into Action.’
With an increasingly ‘urban’ populations and lying at the end
of increasingly good ferry routes, Gulf Islands have become
prime importers of food. However, gardening and food growing
have earned a resurgence of interest with the ‘eat local’
movement—not to mention the flavour of food sold at our
farmgates and weekly markets.
The purpose of the Galiano conference will be to keep more
local food coming, by creating links between the Southern Gulf
Islands food-growers, motivate more people to grow food and
giving them access to the skills to do so. Key speakers will
include farmers, political activists, and members of local
farmers’ associations. Presentations by Islands’ residents will
showcase current food-related initiatives, such as community
gardens.
If you wish to create links between ‘growing’ communities,
or want to tell about a food-production project you are involved
in on your Island, or want to become a farmer, or want to
increase your food security by growing some of your own food,
this conference is for you!
Wildfood is also on Galiano’s table that equinoctial weekend,
Galiano’s ‘Nettlefest’ will be held at the community hall the day
before on Saturday, March 20. Information booths, nettle
harvesting, commercial examples of nettle use, entertainment,
and a community dinner are on the program.
For information about participating in the food conference
as either a giver of getter of information, email:
galianofoodprograms@gmail.com.
The two events make a weekend on Galiano the perfect way
to celebrate the official arrival of spring.

New Solution for Island Phonebook
Production ~ Athena George
Most Island homes have two phonebooks. There’s the big one
from the nearest city and the small one that’s produced locally.
Almost every day, Islanders reach for their local book, not only
for phone numbers, but also to find library hours or who sells
firewood.
In 2008, Saturna Island didn’t get a new phonebook. No one
wanted to do it. It was just too much work. The tourism
association passed it back to the Saturna Sunset Scribbler
magazine. Judy Tipple, an editor at The Scribbler, couldn’t
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250-656-1334
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Wholesale distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

enlist a single volunteer. So she approached her neighbour,
David Cheslow, a software programmer with a PhD in
information systems, and asked him to make the job easy.
Tipple is excited about the results. ‘We produced Saturna’s
phone books on the new system and what used to take months
only took a few hours. Cheslow’s software is easy to use and the
resulting directory has received high praise from Islanders.’ She
encourages other small communities to adopt this time-saving
program developed on Saturna.
Programmer Cheslow remarks that he searched the internet
and found nothing like what he has designed. He created the
phonebook software using a combination of data forms and La
TeX, a computer typesetting program. Cheslow says, ‘You make
any small change and it automatically reconfigures everything,
including yellow page advertisement layout, alphabetic running
headers and references to ads on other pages. In a minute, you
have perfect copy ready to print.’
The program generates a file for emergency services by street
listings for the ambulance and fire departments. It also emails
people asking them to confirm listings and generates invoices
for advertisers. It’s designed to have sections printed on
different colour paper, such as blue for government or yellow for
business. It even has quirky island features like family-style
listings.
To check out this Island-made innovation go to
www.smalltownphonebook.com.

Bus Into Town ~ Marlyn Horsdal
Dear Editor:
Is anyone looking for cheap, fast, comfortable and hassle-free
travel to Victoria? Try the express bus from Swartz Bay. Gone
are the days when the bus wandered all over the Saanich
Peninsula before heading into the city.
The express bus, #70, leaves every half-hour—on the hour
and the half-hour—and can get to downtown Victoria in 45
minutes. The #72 takes a slightly longer route but it leaves
Swartz Bay earlier, at a quarter to the hour, so it gets downtown
about the same time as the #70. Coming back, they pick up
passengers conveniently at several stops along Douglas Street,
and at Mayfair, before joining the highway.
The one-way fare is $2.25—$1.40 for seniors; the buses are
double-deckers, great for scenic vistas; and not taking a car
means not having to find or pay for parking.
BC Transit is doing an excellent job of improving its bus
service; now we can do our city errands, reduce our carbon
emissions and enjoy a peaceful trip, all at one go.
Marlyn Horsdal, Salt Spring Island

CRD Climate Action Program
The Capital Regional District’s Climate Action Program has
launched a new Youth Climate Education Partnership for 2010.
The partnership will work with The BC Sustainable Energy
Association, the Sierra Club of BC, and the BC Campus Climate
Network to provide climate change education to more than
3,600 students across the region.
The CRD Climate Action Program was established in 2009
and acts as a resource, hub and facilitator on climate change
issues in the CRD. The program serves and works in
cooperation with local governments, electoral areas, non-profit
organizations, the public and private sector and local citizens to
RTI, please turn to page 7

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

Major power users fear BC
Hydro losses

SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Fri, Sat & Sun, February 19, 20, 21

Monday, March 8

First Annual Galiano Island Literary Festival—workshops,
panels and over 20 fiction, nonfiction and poetry writers from the
Gulf Islands and across BC including George Bowering, William
Deverell, Ann Ericksson, Audrey Thomas • Galiano Oceanfront
Inn • Tickets and event info: www.galianoislandbooks.com or
1-877-795-BOOK(2665) • ON GALIANO ISLAND

I Tromboni—entertaining group with a
varied repertoire, breaks down stereotypes
that have kept the trombone in the back of the
band for too long; presented by Gulf Islands
Concerts (Pender) • School Auditorium •
7:30pm • Admission: single concert adults
$25, children $5 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturdays, February 20 & March 6
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT FEB 20: Coco Before
Chanel (2009, French w/subtitles)—Coco’s early career as a
seamstress and a singer, stars Audrey Tautou (of‘ Amelie fame);
SAT MAR 6: A Serious Man (2009)—black comedy, set in 1967, a
Midwestern professor watches his life unravel when his wife
prepares to leave him • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat, Sun, March 12, 13 & 14
3rd Annual Vancouver Island Fiddle Camp—The Nanaimo
Conservatory of Music presents Canada’s premier fiddle players
sharing their skills and passion with fiddle and piano students of all
ages and abilities; faculty includes musicians from Vancouver
Island, Ontario and Nova Scotia; instruction, family dances and jam
sessions • Cowichan Lake Education Centre • Info: 250-754-4611,
web.me.com/nanaimofiddlers • AT COWICHAN LAKE

Tuesday, February 23

Friday thru Sunday, March 12 to 14

‘Viola’s Golden Girls’—fun and free workshops
especially for women; an opportunity to learn
about managing money in a relaxed, neighbourly
setting; complimentary tea; ‘February: Get Ready
For Tax Time’ with tax professional guest speaker,
presented by Viola Vanderuyt, FCSI, CIM,
Investment Advisor, National Bank Financial •
Space limited, phone 250-657-2222 or 1-866-678-2200 • IN
SIDNEY

15th Annual Gardening Spring Festival—45+ exhibits &
booths, speakers featuring Steve Whysall and Des Kennedy and
many others; make & take workshops, children's activities, plants,
gifts, garden advice, live music, free draws, food; presented by
CVIBGS • Beban Park, 2300 Bowen Rd • FRI: 1pm-7:30pm; SAT:
9:30am-5pm; SUN: 9:30am-4:30pm • Admission: $6/day,
$15/3days, kids free • Info: www.islandgardenshow.com
250-729-6093 • IN NANAIMO

Saturday, February 27
KidsFest 2010—tumblezone, nature walk, playdough station,
sand mandellas, instrument making; free pancake breakfast 9:3010:30am; opening performance Hand Drum Rhythms, 10:30am,
followed by drumming workshops; Ptarmigan Music & Theatre
Society leads a grand finale 3:30-4:30pm; prizes, snacks and all
around fun! • Community Hall • 9:30am-4:30pm • Admission by
donation • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, March 5 to 7
Walk Around the Medicine Wheel Workshop—join Sharon
Jinkerson-Brass exploring an ancient way of seeing time using
symbols found in the natural world; drumming, storytelling,
singing & feasting • Poet’s Cove • Info and Registration:
www.poetscove.com 250-629-2100 • ON PENDER ISLAND

In its submission to the BC government’s Green Energy Task
Forces, The Joint Industry Electricity Steering Committee
(JIESC), representing BC’s biggest industrial electricity users,
calculates that contracts which BC Hydro is currently signing
with independent power producers will lead to losses of $450
million per year for the next twenty years. It bases this
prediction on the calculation that electricity purchased from
independent electricity generators may cost BC Hydro more
than 10¢ per KWh but cannot be sold for more than 5¢–6¢ per
KWh.
Such a loss might result in an increase of rate to industrial users.
The current price of electricity to BC’s residential consumers is
in the 6¢–7¢ per KWh range; the industrial users represented
by the JIESC pay substantially less than that.
Current government policy is that the province should be
self-sufficient in electricity in low-water years. Which is the
‘worst case scenario’, says the JIESC. The calculation, it says,
was based on the single driest year in the past six decades.
In most years, says the JIESC, the province will actually have
a substantial electricity surplus. However, it claims, because of
the self-sufficiency policy, BC Hydro will not be in a position to
make long-term export contracts.
The JIESC recommends that the power purchase and export
scheme be reviewed by the BC Utilities Commission. But the
Campbell government has not been shy about issuing direct
orders to the BCUC, as illustrated by its order last year to ignore
the capacity of Burrard Thermal in its calculation of power
available in a ‘worst case scenario’. 0

Friday thru Sunday, March 12 to 14
Keltie Chamberlain, Landscape Design & Consulting—
join Keltie at the CVIBGS Gardening Spring Festival for 15 minute
design consultations by donation, and enter to win a gift
certificate for $50 worth of plants; bring in your pictures; focus of
the show is urban food gardening • Beban Park, 2300 Bowen Rd
• Info: 250-802-0436 • IN NANAIMO

What is a
property worth
without water?

Sunday, March 21

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

From the Table to the Field—turning discussion into action;
an inter-island conference advancing agriculture, community and
environmental awareness; presentation of Island Initiatives,
world café discussion format, action • Galiano Community Hall •
9:30am-4pm • Admission: $25 (includes delicious lunch and
refreshments) • Registration: galianofoodprograms@gmail.com
or 250-539-2175, option 2 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE
Drilling the Islands since 1965

1-800-746-7444
www.drillwell.com

Questions & Answers ~ Elizabeth May

SSI: 250-537-8456
drill@drillwell.com

How Will HST Impact First Nations Communities?
Apparently a number of readers have tried to get a straight
answer on this. The answer is pretty straightforward. At this
point it makes no difference. So long as the First Nations
member has a status card and either purchases goods on
reserve or has the purchase delivered to the reserve, they
remain tax exempt for HST.
If something is purchased off-reserve and delivered to the
reserve, the purchase will be completely tax exempt with Proof
of Indian Status.
If something is purchased on-reserve, the purchase will be
completely tax exempt with Proof of Indian Status.

What happened to the funding for high
performance athletes?
Canada has never won an Olympic gold medal on our own soil.
We all hope this sad statistic will change this year, and when it
does, the credit will largely go to Own The Podium (OTP). Own
The Podium was created in 2004 and is an unprecedented
collaboration between Canada’s 13 winter national sport
organizations (NSOs), the Canadian Olympic Committee
(COC), the Canadian Paralympic Committee (CPC), the Calgary
Olympic Development Association (CODA), Sport Canada and
the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and
Paralympic Winter Games (VANOC).
In the past, funding and leadership in the Canadian high
SATURNA NOTES from page 3
postoffice from the wharf by Clifford Crooks in
his truck.
Back in the 19th century, Gerald Payne’s
diary records boating over to ‘The Pass’ (Active
Pass, Mayne Island) for a money order and for
his mail.
By around 1906, Gerald Payne and Mr and
Mrs Bradley-Dyne, who bought the area from
Warburton Pike, ran a store and the post office
at Saturna Beach. Saturna Beach on southern
Saturna then had the federal wharf and many
steamships stopped in there. That first
postoffice was a tiny building with a window
for mail dispensing, disused but still in
existence when I came to Saturna in 1970.
When Lorraine Campbell arrived in the
’30s Nellie Copeland was the postmistress at
one of the old stores that was located in Joan
and Grant Dickey’s house. Later Fred Jackson
and even later Arthur Ralph were postmasters
at stores at the ferry landing.

Haiti Relief Silent Auction
John Jefferies got Saturna Island involved in
raising money to for Haiti. John, enrolled the
help of Graeme Bregani, Cam McCabe and
Michelle Spenser and our school kids who
make posters, did research and thought-up
fundraising ideas. The organizers set a goal of
raising $1,500 for relief aid.
John asked the Saturna Lions to take over
the money aspect of the fundraiser and so
Lions treasurer Sue Syverson enthusiastically

performance sport sector has been fractured and fragmented.
OTP has brought clarity, vision and accountability along with
targeted and efficiently deployed financial resources to the high
performance realm leading to unprecedented levels of success
for Canadian athletes.
Support for our athletes is a shared responsibility. To date,
OTP has enjoyed all-party support both inside and outside of
Parliament. Currently, the ‘Winter’ component of Own The
Podium invests approximately $29 million/year in our winter
athletes, their coaches and trainers.
In the Summer of 2009, the federal Minister of State for
Sport, Gary Lunn, struck a panel specifically to look at the future
of high performance sport in Canada. The non-partisan panel
was headed by David Zussman, Jarislowsky Chair in Public
Sector Management at the University of Ottawa.
The panel engaged sport leaders from across Canada
through five roundtables and receiving more than 30
submissions representing the best thinking of over one hundred
sports organizations and leaders from across Canada.
In October 2009 the panel’s report, ‘2010 and Beyond: the
future of high performance athletics in Canada’ was handed to
Minister Gary Lunn. It is unclear why it was not made public
immediately. It was on his desk and there it sat. Up until early
February, neither the panel nor the people within Own the
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Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT
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250-538-7133
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Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring Island
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ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

HST & SPORT, please turn to page 6

joined the effort.
On Saturday, February 6, a silent auction of
local offerings by artists and businesses and a
film evening was held. Products of the many
ways that Saturna people make a living were
displayed on tables on the wide verandah of
the General Store; provide a insight into the
heart of a community willing to share some of
its wealth with people who have been hard hit
by calamity.
My favorite auction item was the large jar
filled with jelly beans. Whoever guessed closest
at 25¢ a go got all the jelly beans! Student
Arielle Middleditch, won with a guess of 950
jelly beans, only 16 too many.
In the evening, the auction was picked up
and moved to the Community Hall where for
$5 and a $1 bag of fresh popcorn you could also
watch the documentary Road to Fondwa,
about a small village in Haiti which got
together and out of scraps built community
buildings to educate and care for themselves.
Islanders were so moved by the film there is
some consideration of a permanent link
between the two communities.
An astonishing $4,800 dollars was raised
on our tiny Island desite its low wintertime
population. Our money will be matched by the
Canadian government. Thanks to John
Jefferie’s inspiration and all of the generous
people, we have a substantial gift to give. May
our generosity grow hope and give comfort. 0

Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices

www.jakobsenassociates.com
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Consider a current situation

(Mortgage @ 5.25% interest rate)

Balance
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$175,000
$ 50,000
$225,000

Payment

$1,043
$1,500
$2,543

Now Consider
a potential situation
Mortgage @

1.95% (Prime - .30%)*

Balance

Payment/month

$225,000
Paid off
$225,000

$761.94
$761.94

* OAC. Variable subject to change with the Bank Prime which as of the writing of this ad is 2.25%. Call for strategies.

North Island

The Get ‘Er Done Girls

Campbell River,Victoria

Debbie Tietzmann

250•923•5792
debbieinspires@gmail.com

Central Island
Nanaimo, Parksville, QB

mortgage solutions

Alyson Thiessen

250•586•0266
alyinspires@gmail.com
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Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

autoplan

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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DESIGN

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

Commentary by Scott Sinclair

‘Buy American’ deal should be rejected
Government ministers and Canadian trade officials have
avoided saying just how much the tentative deal on ‘Buy
American’ preferences is worth to Canadian suppliers. As the
details of the agreement begin to emerge, the reasons for this
reticence are becoming clear.
The agreement gives Canada fleeting access to a sliver of the
US stimulus package. Canadian businesses will get to compete
for $US3-4billion worth of projects. This amounts to less than
2% of the $275billion of procurement funded under the
Recovery Act. The rest falls outside the scope of this agreement.
Over three-quarters of the stimulus funds have already been
spent and the remainder must be allocated by February 17,
though there may be subcontracts beyond that date. Given the
late hour, and the fact that these projects have already been
designed to comply with the Buy American provisions,
Canadian suppliers can expect to see very little practical benefit
from the deal announced February 5.
In return for these meagre scraps, the provinces and
municipalities have offered up temporary access to US suppliers
worth an estimated $CAD25billion. More ominously, Canada
has bowed to US pressure to permanently bind purchasing by
Canadian provincial governments under the WTO Agreement
on Government Procurement (the GPA).
Contrary to some reports, the deal does not even provide
Canadian suppliers with the ability to compete for what’s left of
the stimulus funds. The US has only agreed to exempt Canada
from Buy American preferences for the remaining projects
HST & SPORT from page 5
Podium had had any contact from the minister. In this case, no
news was not good news.
The sports community became increasingly frantic in the
lead up to the Olympics. Without any assured funding for the
next fiscal year, the five high performance sports centres in
Canada were wondering how they could ever meet their staff
costs. The Calgary Centre decided it had no choice by to lay off
39 staff. Among them were some who were working to achieve
gold in Vancouver. The coach of our luge team was affected.
The worry began to spread to the pages of the media; in
sports blogs and in the Toronto Star. Contacted by The Star on
February 3, Minister Lunn laughed and provided a non-answer.
That same day, based on extensive consultations with people
in the sports community, I issued a release calling for Gary
Lunn to release the ‘2010 and Beyond’ report, announce the
funding for Own the Podium, and reduce the anxiety for our
athletes.
I was being interviewed on CBC national television ‘Power
and Politics,’ when host Evan Solomon read me a statement
from the minister, claiming he had already announced his
funding. The CBC reporter who had been digging into this story,
Tom Herrington, agreed with me that no one had been told

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Robert
David Cooke and Janet
Elizabeth Taylor of Razor
Point, North Pender Island, BC
intend to make application to
the
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Specific Permission for Private
Residential Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity of Razor Point,
Browning Harbour, North
Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413823. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
#142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@
gov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received by ILMB until March 10,
j22010 ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received after
this date. Please visit our website
at http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

under seven specific federally funded programs.
The negative effects on Canadians will far outweigh any
small export boost that this agreement might provide. This is
the first time that Canadian provincial procurement has been
covered under an international trade deal. As trade officials
have been exclaiming south of the border, this opens up tens of
billions of dollars annually to US businesses.
Meanwhile, the US has excluded its Buy American
preference policies from its own WTO commitments. Most bigticket items remain off-limits to Canadian suppliers.
The 37 states bound by the WTO agreement have numerous
exemptions, such as purchases of motor vehicles, coal, printing
and construction-grade steel. Federally funded mass transit and
highway construction are fully excluded, as are public utilities.
In addition, federal and state government laws commit upwards
of 20% of total procurement to small and minority-owned
American businesses. US municipalities are not covered by its
GPA commitments.

Why Did Canada Go Along?
Despite the glaring defects, it is easy to understand why some
would favour such a deal. For ideological reasons, the Harper
government opposes the use of procurement as an economic
development policy tool. It is happy to tie the hands of
provincial and local governments even if Canada gets little in
return.
It is harder to understand why provincial governments have
TRADE DEAL, please turn to page 7
anything by the minister—as recently as an hour before the
broadcast.

Where Are We Now?
As of February 9, Minister Lunn has announced a grant of half
the amount that Own the Podium says is needed. The report is
still on his desk and not public, so its policy analysis and
recommendations are not known.
Many critical programmes will need continued funding as
we head into the 2010 budget. The desire for gold medals does
not rank with climate action or health care funding. But having
created a strong programme, knowing these dedicated young
athletes struggle against amazing odds and economic hardship,
at least the Minister of State for Sport should be willing to
release the report’s recommendations. 0
Elizabeth May has been a longtime contributor (host, writer,
researcher, columnist) for TV Ontario, CJOH TV, CBC
television’s ‘Newsworld’, and ‘Midday’; CBC-Ottawa’s ‘Radio
Noon’; CTV television’s ‘Canada AM’; and CBC Radio programs
such as ‘Morningside’, ‘The Current’, The Sunday Edition, and
‘As it Happens’. She is leader of the federal Green Party, an
Officer of the Order of Canada and lives in Sidney, BC.

UNFETTERED from page 2
public and corporate speech which has been
arrived at over years of decisions by the Court.
Quoting ‘Austin’, Stevens writes that corporate
advertising
during
elections
weakens
democracy, gives voters an impression of
corporate domination, and chills the speech of
candidates.
Stevens concludes: ‘At bottom, the
Court’s opinion is thus a rejection of the
common sense of the American people, who
have recognized a need to prevent corporations
from undermining self-government since the
founding, and who have fought against the
distinctive corrupting potential of corporate
electioneering since the days of Theodore
Roosevelt. It is a strange time to repudiate that
common sense. While American democracy is
imperfect, few outside the Majority of this
Court would have thought its flaws included a
dearth of corporate money in politics.’

The Way It Is In Canada
Canadian law and practice differs from the US
in both the appointment of senior judges and
the rules of election finance.
This US judgement illustrates the danger of
politicizing the appointment of senior and
Supreme Court judges. Such judicial activism
is destructive not only to the law, but also to the
integrity of the courts.
Canada has never been immune from
partisan political influence in the federal judicial
appointment of judges—which covers the
Superior Courts in each province, the Federal
Court, and the Federal Court of Appeal.
However, after coming to power in 2006,
the Conservative government increased the
number of government nominees to each of
the 17 regional judicial advisory committees,
made the sole judicial representative on each
committee a non-voting chair, and added a
representative of Canada’s police forces to each
eight-member committee. These changes were
criticized by Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin
and the Canadian Judicial Council.
Currently, ten of the regional committees
are inoperative because the government has
failed to appoint members to fill out their ranks.
Since 2006, some 311 federal judges have
been appointed or elevated; over a third of the
total. Through a separate process, two new
judges have been appointed to the Supreme
Court of Canada.
All these appointments are made by the

Prime Minister. He has been accused of
‘stacking’ the advisory committees, and of
appointing party faithful and social
conservatives to the federal bench.
Canada’s national system of election
financing differs significantly, both in
philosophy and practice, from the US system.
The Canadian approach avoids the sort of
campaign finance issue which the US Supreme
Court attempts to settle in the Citizen’s United
ruling. In Canada, in return for strict limits on
political contributions, it includes the major
component of public financing.
Since amendments in 2003, to the Canada
Elections Act, corporations or unions may not
contribute to registered parties, candidates,
constituency associations, or leadership or
nomination contestants. In return, registered
political parties are paid $1.75 annually for
each vote they received in the previous general
election. Candidates also receive a partial
reimbursement of their election expenses,
provided they receive 10% of the vote.
Contributions by individuals are limited to a
$5,000 annual total, and attract a tax credit of
up to $650. Corporations, unions, and
associations may contribute up to $1,000 to
individual candidates.
The question of third party or ‘independent’
advertising, equivalent to that raised in the US
Supreme Court decision, is covered by a
separate set of Elections Act regulations. These
require that any third party (which may
include corporations, associations, unions, or
individuals) which spends over $500 in an
election period, must register.
Advertising is then subject to a $3,000 limit
in support of candidates in any electoral
district, and a $150,000 limit in support of any
registered party. (The definition of advertising
includes ‘issue ads’ where the issue may be
identified with any particular candidate. All
advertising must also include disclosure of who
paid for the ad.) There are provisions barring
pooling of third parties funds.

Local Coda
It is interesting to note that, in the 2008 federal
election, there were only 65 registered third
parties in all of Canada, and they do not appear
to include any corporations. (Interestingly,
three of these, sharing a common address,
were in Saanich–Gulf Islands. This attracted a
good deal of controversy.) 0
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Rent

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

FOR RENT
Oceanfront home for rent or
purchase, North Pender. 1.18 acre,
hot tub, electric gate. 2 suites.
Rent 5 bedrooms, 3 bath or 1-2
bedrooms, 1 bath. Furnished.
Excellent
condition.
See
www.penderislandserenity.com
604-807-5999.
For rent. Large one bedroom, wood
floors, woodstove, deck. Hope
Bay/Pt Wash area. $750 + util.
Pender 250 629-3964

N

L
A O IVE

CONSO

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

S AT U R

of olive tree varieties that
will reliably produce fruit
crops on the south coast.
www.olivetrees.ca
info@olivetrees.ca
250.539.3758

OPPORTUNITY
Volunteer Cambodia; pay your own
airfare; room/board at orphanage
provided; Work to purchase/create
library, teach use, love. Your budget:
$5k. Term: 30-60 days. Contact:
lenisincambodia@gmail.com

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

250-539-5252
250-478-6937

Fax 250-383-2198

dasons@telus.net

Ltd.

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Saturna Island School, Wednesday,
March 3 commencing at 1pm. To
view the agenda for this meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

HELP WANTED

MOVED
HOMES

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

www.smithsondrilling.com

Hot Tubs

Swimming Pools

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

Servicing the Gulf Islands

holger@hermann.ca

250-538-8244
Serving Southern &
Northern Gulf Islands

www.gulfislandspas.com
Property
Maintenance
and
Landscaping. Yard and garden,
wood and stone, odd jobs and
clean-ups. Saanich Peninsula. Tim
250-857-3677

Your FREE WORD AD

LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

For further information
refer to School District
#64’s
website
at:
www.sd64.bc.ca/staff.html.

RTI from page 4
reduce emissions and build capacity for ‘future friendly’ communities
on Southern Vancouver Island.
The BC Sustainable Energy Association will deliver its Climate
Change Showdown workshop to Grades 5 and 6 students in
elementary schools across the region.
The Sierra Club of BC will work with secondary schools, including
Gulf Island Secondary School on Salt Spring, to deliver its
Sustainable High School Program.
The Campus Climate Network will engage in events and activities
at Royal Roads, the University of Victoria and Camosun College
through the Go Beyond Program.
Through training, mentoring, workshops, action planning and
monitoring, the partnership will aim at reducing greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions across the region.
For further information on the Climate Action Program, please
visit the CRD website at: www.crd.bc.ca.

February Black Heritage Month
When Evelyn C White moved to Salt Spring in 2006, she had just
completed a ten-year task writing the biography of writer Alice
Walker. Instead of a rest, she found herself embarking on another
project, recording a black history of Salt Spring.
There was plenty of material. In the late 1850s, disaffected with

• Site plans • Building layouts
• Subdivisions • Repostings
• Surveyors certificates
• Easements and Rights of Way

SERVING SAANICH PENINSULA
& THE GULF ISLANDS
Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS
250-658-9515
cell: 250-882-9515

MARINE

Hi-Rigger Tree Service Ltd.
“Serving the Pacific Northwest”

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

On Time & On Budget
1-800-818-0840
www.hi-rigger.com
email: hi-rigger@shaw.ca
•Utility Certified Arborist
•ISA Certified Arborists •Tree Trimming
•Tree Removal •Clean-up •Emergency
Service •Hazard Tree Reports
•Free Estimates

$20 OFF Tree Trimming
Not valid with any other offer

$30 OFF Tree Removal

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

Island Tides’ is delivered to 13,600 households,
3,900 yellow box pick-ups & 100 online readers daily

Not valid with any other offer

in recent years, people of African descent from the US, the
Caribbean, Africa, Europe, the South Pacific Islands, and other
regions of Canada have also settled on Salt Spring, inspiring a
renaissance in Salt Spring’s black heritage.
Because this ‘history’ is so much part of the present, she enlisted
the help of Joanne Bealy in creating an arresting photo-record of the
present. The result is a handsome black and white book Every
Goodbye Ain’t Gone. Published last July, the book, bursting with
joyful images, deserves lots of attention during Black History Month.

Get Geared Up On Gabriola
An opportunity to get geared up for a sporty spring takes place on
Gabriola on April 3. The Gabriola Health Care Auxiliary has
organized a sale of new and used sports equipment and ourdoor
recreational items. For the fundraiser, the auxiliary is seeking
donations of equipment—bicycles, golf clubs, diving suits, and larger
items such as canoes, kayaks, and gym equipment. A silent auction of
new items and gift certificates is also planned. All that shopping can
create an appetite so there will be a healthy breakfast/brunch on sale,
too.
Please contact Sean: fennellsean9@gmail.com or Bob:
locumbob@hotmail.com, 250-247-7886 for pickup or instructions
regarding dropping off items.
Other upcoming auxiliary fundraisers toward a larger healthcare
facility include a Mother’s Day High Tea, a Fun Run Day, Pancake
Breakfast and Country Hoedown.

Salt Spring Livestock Declines

increasingly repressive laws curtailing their hard-won freedom, a
group of black California business people moved to the Island. And

R.L. JOHNS
LAND SURVEYING LTD.

johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

Employment Opportunity
Applications are invited for
continuing part-time resident
maintenance
positions
(facilities and grounds) at
our schools on Galiano,
Mayne, Pender and Saturna
Islands.

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

Grow olives in BC !
S.O.C. is the only supplier

Well Drillers

L

Pick-Up from
Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal &
Victoria Airport

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

N

Book with the best!

Pottery kiln: L&L, 7cuft, 3” firebrick,
2-½-yrs-old, under warranty, fully
programmable, energy efficient.
Hard ceramic element holders
which makes changing elements a
breeze, comes with set of brand new
elements. $1900. 250-629-6722 or
mgabriel@shaw.ca. Pender Island
BlueAir 205C Hepasilent Air Purifier.
High-end, very quiet operation.
Helps with allergies, asthma, &
environmental sensitivities. Like
new. Includes replacement filter.
$375. redochre@shaw.ca, 250-9317899. Salt Spring
Tonneau cover fits 2007 to present
standard shortbox GMC pick-ups.
Can be delivered to Sidney. 250-5392256. Saturna Island
Australian Aboriginal art. Pintubi
Dreamtime paintings. Acrylic on
Belgian
linen.
Authenticity
certificates. Andy 250-931-7899,
redochre@shaw.ca. Salt Spring
1995 Saturn SL2, 4-door, dark blue.
5-speed manual trans, A/C, AM/FM
cassette, cruise control, electric
windows, tilt wheel, immobilizer.
$1595. 604-250-7259. Mayne Island

IUM •

GSA Auto Rentals

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR SALE

RT

AUTOMOTIVE

Phone: 250-629-3660 • Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

A Salt Spring Island Agricultural Alliance survey reports that the
number of livestock on Island farms has reduced by half in the last
five years. There are 44% fewer cattle, sheep, pigs and goats than
there were in 2004 and 54% fewer chickens, turkeys, ducks and
geese. These results do not mean that there are fewer farms but that
farms are raising fewer livestock.
Without slaughter and butchering facilities on Salt Spring Island
since provincial government regulations came into effect in 2007,
farmers now take their livestock to Vancouver Island for processing.
The time, money and stress on the animals and farmers explains the
reduction in the current numbers.
This reduction in food security for the Island raises the issue of the
need for abattoir and butchering services on Islands to ensure a
viable and thriving agricultural sector. 0

250-629-3660 www.islandtides.com

TRADE DEAL from page 6
gone along. Preferential government purchasing is
becoming an important policy tool in Canada. In
order to qualify for generous public subsidies, windand solar-energy producers in Quebec and Ontario
must use local goods and services, creating green
jobs while encouraging the local development of
renewable energy technologies. Buy-local food
policies are increasingly popular across the country,
supporting local farmers while reducing greenhouse
gases. Toronto’s new subway cars are being
manufactured in Northern Ontario, providing
hundreds of high-skilled, well-paid jobs.
While these popular programs are not
immediately
threatened,
provinces
and
municipalities are now on a slippery slope. Further
negotiations with the US and the European Union
will mean more concessions and further restrictions
on the use of public purchasing as a policy tool.
When they signed up to Ottawa’s negotiations
last summer, the provinces were promised an
exemption from US Buy American laws.
Predictably, this has failed to materialize. Through
sleight of hand, and with Ottawa’s consent,
Washington managed to pocket the provincial
governments’ offers, while leaving the Buy
American preferences almost fully intact.
It is not too late to reverse this course, as the
tentative deal is contingent on approval in both
countries. A strong case can be made for
parliamentary scrutiny and approval.
Federal opposition parties are already signalling
that this is a bad deal. Provincial governments must
also ensure that their citizens get a voice. With the
details now emerging, it is clear that the deal is
unfair and detrimental to Canadians and they
should reject it.
Scott Sinclair is the director of the Trade and
Investment Research Project at the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives. ‘Buy-American
Basics’
report
is
available
at:
www.policyalternatives.ca . 0
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February Goodlife Garden Calendar
Brian Crumblehulme

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:
• scaling • root planing • polishing
• whitening • gum disease therapy
Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

I knew an old man once, who occupied an acre or
two that no-one wanted, a patch not worth
ploughing, unrewarding for flocks, unfit for
vineyards; he however by planting here and there
among the scrub, cabbages or white lilies and
verbena and flimsy poppies, fancied himself a king in
wealth, and coming home late in the evening loaded
his board with unbought delicacies. He was the first
in spring to gather roses, in autumn to pick apples,
and when winter was gloomily still cracking rocks
with cold and choking streams with ice, he was
already sheering the locks of the tender hyacinth and
his again were the first bees to breed, the first to
swarm abundantly and have their foaming honey
squeezed from combs. Plenty of limes had he; and all
the fruit a tree promised in blossom time, matured in
autumn.
—Vergil 29 BC
Has spring come early to the Salish Sea? Maybe. The early
flowers certainly think so and my grape vines have three inch
shoots already. It's a good idea to take advantage of the early
start, especially if we are to have another dry summer.
Temperate crops thrive on the warm days and cool nights of
spring, but beware of late season frosts.
About twenty years ago, one day near Valentines, a cold wind
from the Fraser Valley drove temperatures down to -12ºC in one
night. But if you’re an optimist this is a good time to sow early
vegetables such as fava beans, peas, leeks and what have you. A
bit of frost or snow will not hurt them and if we do get some of
the white stuff the snow peas can live up to their name. The
same goes for some of the root crops, carrots, parsnips and
potatoes. If you have a greenhouse and a heating pad or maybe
an east-facing window, you can sow a few cherry tomatoes and
some basil for a spring treat. Grown in five-gallon containers
cherry toms grow and ripen faster than their larger cousins and
it’s fun to be the first on the block to gather sun-warmed
tomatoes for the May long weekend.
Many early crops can be started now and if there is a threat
of frost or snow simply throw a plastic sheet or a tarp over them.
And, if you have some tempered glass panes behind the garage,

PUBLIC NOTICE

RECALL AND INITIATIVE ACT

This Notice is published pursuant to section 4 of the
Recall and Initiative Act.
Approval in principle has been granted on an application for
an initiative petition. The petition will be issued to proponent
William Vander Zalm on Tuesday, April 6, 2010 and signature
sheets must be submitted to the Chief Electoral Offi cer by
July 5, 2010.
The Title of the Initiative is:
An initiative to end the harmonized sales tax (HST).
Summary of Initiative:
The purpose of the initiative draft Bill is to declare that the
agreement between the federal government and the British
Columbia government to establish a harmonized sales tax
(HST) is not in effect. The draft Bill would reinstate the 7%
provincial sales tax (PST) with the same exemptions as were
in effect as of June 30, 2010 and establish the provincial
sales tax as the only sales tax in British Columbia for the
purposes of raising provincial revenue. The draft Bill
proposes that it be effective retroactively to June 30, 2010.
The Bill also proposes that the provincial share of HST
revenues received between June 30, 2010 and the date of
Royal Assent of the Bill that exceeds what would be collected
under the PST rules as of June 30, 2010 would be reimbursed
to British Columbians on a per capita basis.
Opponent Registration:
Individuals or organizations who intend to incur expenses as
opponents must apply for registration with the Chief
Electoral Offi cer by Monday, March 8, 2010. Registration
applications for opponents are available from Elections BC.

Initiative Advertising:
Individuals or organizations who sponsor initiative
advertising, other than the proponent and registered
opponents, must register with the Chief Electoral Offi cer
before they conduct or publish initiative advertising.
Registration applications are available from Elections BC.
Who May Sign the Petition:
Registered voters as of Tuesday, April 6, 2010 may sign the
initiative petition. Individuals may only sign the petition
once, and must sign the petition sheet for the electoral
district in which they are registered at the time of signing.
Signed petitions are available for public inspection.
For More Information:
The initiative application and draft Bill are available for
public inspection on the Elections BC website and at the
Elections BC offi ce at the address below.
Location:
333 Quebec Street, Victoria, BC
Mailing Address:
PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9J6
Phone:
Toll-free:
Fax:
Email:
Website:

250-387-5305
1-800-661-8683
250-387-3578
electionsbc@elections.bc.ca
www.elections.bc.ca

www.elections.bc.ca / 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 1 - 8 6 8 3

they are ideal for those old-fashioned cloches so popular in the
eighteenth century. On any bright day a tent made by leaning two
panes of glass together will raise the temperature underneath by
twenty degrees. For centuries keen gardeners in England without
the capital to build a greenhouse still produced melons, peppers
and cucumbers under a few sheets of salvaged glass. If you set a
couple of glass cloches over your strawberries you could be
picking by late April—if the slugs don’t get there first.
Remember, a greenhouse or cold frame will heat up very fast
on sunny days and if you leave the door closed it will also
become humid and promote the growth of a mold called
botrytis which can cause havoc among seedlings. Since the
spores are in the air around us, the best insurance is cleanliness
and good ventilation.
The winter rains will have washed away some of the
nutrients from the soil so dig in lots of compost sprinkled with
bone meal and some woodash from the stove. Potassium is one
of the essential minerals for plant life. Photosynthesis slows
down when a plant is deficient in this metal and stems and
leaves become softer, subject to fungi, and insects attach. In
medieval times in late summer farmers would borrow the
family stew pot, stuff it with dried twigs and set fire to it. As the
fire waned more twigs and dried leaves were added until the
vessel was half full of ash. Water was poured onto the ashes and
a fire was lit under the vessel. Any unburnt bits of wood and
charcoal were skimmed off and the remaining ash was boiled
down to a gray porridge which bought a good price from the
local apothecary who used it for making soap. The stuff was
called ‘potash’ a name that was later refined to potassium. Ash
from deciduous trees may have as much as 10% potassium, with
the evergreens following at around 6%.
Still on the subject of fertilizers, the heaviest croppers such as
tomatoes and corn need a rich diet while root crops such as
carrots and potatoes will grow big tops or produce ‘hairy’ roots
if their earth is too rich. Plant these on last year’s tomato and
corn bed.

Recipes For Late Winter
There’s a certain irony to this season in the garden. The young
shoots are pushing up all around but we are still dependent on
the last of the winter crops for vegetables. Here are two recipes
that can take advantage of both.
Roman spiced winter greens
Prep time: 10 minutes, Cooking time: 10 minutes, Serves 4
½ cup chicken or veggie stock
2 Tbsp Olive Oil
2 Tbsp white wine or water
1 tsp ground cumin
1 tsp ground pepper
A handful of raisins or dried chopped apricots (or a tsp of honey)
Large bunch chopped mixed greens: cabbage, kale, chard, rapini,
nettles
A bunch of chopped chives
A sprinkle of roasted almonds

Put the stock, oil, wine, spices and dried fruit in a large pot and
simmer for about five minutes. Add the greens and gently toss
for 5 minutes until barely cooked and coated with the sauce.
Serve immediately topped with chives and nuts.
This makes an ideal vegetable dish for any traditional dinner,
or if you pre-cook some lentils and add a little more stock it also
doubles as a soup for a winter lunch.
Winter green satay
Prep time: 10 minutes, Cooking time: 11 minutes, Serves 4
2 Tbsp corn oil
1 Tbsp cumin seed
1 Tbsp mustard seed
½ cup chopped onion
2 cloves chopped garlic
chilli peppers to taste
½ cup chopped tomato
2 Tbsp crunchy peanut butter
A bunch of mixed chopped winter greens
Juice of 1 lime

Place all the ingredients except the greens and lime juice in a
large skillet and cook gently for 10 minutes stirring frequently.
Add the greens and lime juice and toss while cooking for about
one minute. Serve immediately with rice or couscous. 0

HST Initiative
British Columbia’s Chief Electoral Officer, Harry Neufeld, has
granted approval in principle to an initiative petition application.
The petition will be issued to proponent William Vander Zalm on
Tuesday, April 6, 2010. The title of the initiative is: An initiative to
end the harmonized sales tax (HST).
‘This is the seventh initiative petition application to be approved
since the legislation came into force in 1995,’ notes Neufeld. Any
registered voter can apply to have a petition issued to gather
support for a legislative proposal. After the petition is issued, the
proponent will have 90 days to canvass and collect signatures of at
least 10% of the registered voters in each of the 85 electoral districts.
Information in participating in the initiative can be found in the
avertisement, on this page. 0

