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Gulls gather in anticipation of the annual herring feast (see article page 5).

Islands’ eelgrass mapping results

Environmental scientists took to the waters last fall for the
second year of a three year initiative to map eelgrass in the
Islands Trust area. The study will provide baseline
information that marine scientists and conservation
organizations can use to monitor marine habitats of the
Salish Sea. The project’s partners—the Islands Trust Fund,
SeaChange Conservation Society, and Seagrass
Conservation Working Group—released the results of that
mapping this week.
Eelgrass (Zostera marina) is a flowering marine plant that
provides critical habitat to fish, shellfish, birds and
mammals. Eelgrass meadows serve as nursery habitat,
providing food and protection for over 80% of the region’s
commercially important fish and shellfish species at some
point in their lifetimes. Sometimes called ‘salmon highways’,
eelgrass habitat is essential to the survival of all species of
salmon along our coast. Eelgrass, also dubbed ‘blue carbon’,
sequesters carbon at a much faster rate than the equivalent
area of forest. When its contributions towards fisheries and
carbon sequestration are taken into consideration, the plant
can be considered to have a significant economic value.
‘According to the David Suzuki Foundation, the
estimated natural capital value of eelgrass is estimated to be
between $21 thousand and $80 thousand per hectare per
year,” says Kate Emmings, Ecosystem Protection Specialist
with the Islands Trust Fund. ‘If this was extrapolated to the
estimated extent of eelgrass in BC—40,000 hectares—that

is at these

number would be somewhere between $1 billion and $3
billion per year.’
The areas the Islands Trust Fund and its partners have
mapped so far include the Ballenas-Winchelsea archipelago,
Bowen, Denman, Gabriola, Galiano, Gambier, Hornby,
Lasqueti, Mayne, Penders, and Thetis Local Trust Areas. If
enough funding is found for 2014, the Islands Trust Fund
hopes to complete the mapping for Salt Spring and Saturna
Island Local Trust Areas.
Eelgrass habitats are particularly sensitive to docks,
mooring buoys and anchor chains, hardened shorelines, and
contaminated or silty run-off from land. The Islands Trust
Fund aims to use the eelgrass mapping to focus voluntary
conservation efforts on the shorelines and watersheds that
have the greatest impact on eelgrass meadows. Local
governments and island communities may also use the
maps when considering community education programs,
land use plans and development applications along the
shoreline.
To view the mapping completed so far for the Islands
Trust area or read the report, visit the Islands Trust Fund at
http://www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca/initiatives/marineconse
rvation/eelgrass-mapping.aspx. Project funders included
the Islands Trust, the Pacific Salmon Foundation, the
Victoria Foundation, Greater Victoria Savings and Credit
Union, Comox Valley Regional District, Capital Regional
District and Metro Vancouver. 0
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US citizens in Canada
pursued by IRS

A US law intended to collect taxes on money US citizens are hiding
abroad could end up causing trouble for Americans living in Canada,
even if they have been in Canada, and paid Canadian taxes, for many
years. In some cases they may not even know they were American
citizens.
The Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act requires US citizens
living abroad to submit tax returns to the US’s Internal Revenue
Service (IRS), and pay back taxes on their worldwide income. Taxes
they may have paid to Canada, their country of residence, are
deducted from US taxes owing, but because of differing
interpretations of tax laws, this may end up being a plus or a minus.
The Canadian government has negotiated exemptions from US
taxes for RRSPs, RRIFs, RESPs, and TFSAs. Accounts in smaller
credit unions are also excluded.
Canadian privacy laws were thought to have prevented Canadian
banks from reporting accounts belonging to Americans to the IRS,
but the Canadian government has arranged for this data to be
reported through the Canada Revenue Agency to the IRS. This deal
was made in return for the IRS agreeing not to apply a 30%
withholding tax to all Canadian bank transactions in the US.
US citizenship law means that you may be a US citizen if you were
born in the US, or if one of your parents was a US citizen. This applies
regardless of your country of residence. There are many US/Canadian
dual citizens on the Islands. This can also mean that your children
may also have US citizenship, and may not be aware of it. 0
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Has Big Oil Hijacked democracy? - Murray Dobbin

ith the BC Civil Liberties Association’s formal
complaint against the RCMP and Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS) about illegal spying on
environmental groups opposed to the Enbridge Northern
Gateway pipeline, should we ask the question: Corporatism—
have we reached that point?
Well, no.
But it is instructive to reflect once in a while on Mussolini’s
musings about the true character of fascism/corporatism. The
word itself has become almost unusable (unspeakable?). And,
in the absence of goose-stepping soldiers and brown-shirts
breaking down your door in the middle of the night, people
simply don’t think much about fascism. The last infamous
Western fascist was the murderous Augusto Pinochet (best
buddy of Margaret Thatcher).
But while a Canadian fascist/corporatist system may be a
long way off, fascist attitudes and behaviour are clearly not. And
if we shy away from using the term to describe genuinely
alarming and unprecedented trends in that direction then we
effectively declare that any new anti-democratic measure, any
incremental assault on rights, is somehow within the bounds
of normality.
Until it isn’t, and then it’s too late.

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

Re: Consideration of
Local School Calendar Option for 2014/2015

The School Calendar Form provided by the Ministry is
required to be submitted by each district in the province to
the Ministry no later than March 31, 2014.
To accommodate these changes, the following Notice of
Motion was presented at the October 9, 2013 Board of
Education Public meeting:

“It was moved that the Board of Education adopts a
Local School Calendar for the 2014/2015 school year
that reduces the number of instructional days by
approximately 25 to 30 resulting in a four-day school
week. The instructional time from these days will be
added to the remaining days of instruction. The
resulting savings will allow the district to preserve
programs and options for our students. The motion will
be tabled at the regular Public Board meeting on March
12, 2014.”

Submissions may be made to the Board until March 6,
2014.
Opportunities to provide feedback include:
• Email through: http://sd64.bc.ca/calendar-input;
• Individual written submissions addressed to the Board
of Education, through Dawne Fennell, Executive Assistant;
• Public Meeting of the Board of Education – March 12,
2014 at Fernwood Elementary School at 1:00 p.m.
The calendar template to be considered for the 2014/2015
school year can be viewed at: http://sd64.bc.ca/calendarinput.

FULL MOON: FRIDAY, MARCH 16
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While media owners, editorialists, journalists and academics
periodically rise to the occasion and decry Stephen Harper’s
brazen attacks on our institutions, it seems to me that they doth
protest too little. The day after BC Civil Liberties Association
(BCCLA) announced its formal complaint the media response
was generally a big ho-hum. Harper business as usual. Old
news.
Harper’s general list of assaults, as bad as they are , is
different from our prime minister’s genuinely frightening
decision to enlist the country’s security apparatus in the direct
and immediate service of the oil industry. Nothing like this has
ever happened before in Canada.
Paranoid governments in the past have used the RCMP and
CSIS to spy on political enemies, infiltrate activist organizations
and have even sent in agent provocateurs to tarnish the image
of political protest. But to arrange to have intelligence and police
agencies, government representatives, a government agency
supposedly responsible to Parliament and the Canadian people
(the NEB) and corporate executives all sit around a table to
explicitly violate not only our democratic rights but the law of
the land is a grotesque step beyond.
The open use of government security forces on behalf of
private corporations was first revealed in online news source
Vancouver Observer on November 19 last year. Reporter
Matthew Millar wrote:
‘On May 23, 2013, Natural Resources Canada hosted a
‘Classified Briefing for Energy & Utilities Sector Stakeholders’
in collaboration with CSIS and the RCMP at CSIS’s
headquarters in Ottawa.’
Using documents recovered under Freedom of Information
Act, Millar revealed just how casual corporatism has become
under the Harper regime. The meeting was announced by way
of a one page announcement entitled ‘Classified briefing for
Energy & Utilities Sector Stakeholder—hosted by Natural
Resources Canada, in collaboration with CSIS and RCMP’ and
was replete with the logos of some of the corporations being
briefed, including Bruce Power and Brookfield Renewable
Energy Partners, who were co-hosts of a reception at the
Chateau Laurier in Ottawa. The breakfast meeting the next
morning was sponsored and paid for by Gateway’s Enbridge.
The collusion of all these players had been going on for so long
(since 2005 according to Millar) that the meeting was billed as
any other Natural Resources Canada meeting might be—just
business as usual.
The rational for the collection of covert intelligence on
environmental groups opposed to the gateway project was
protection of the NEB hearings and the panel members
conducting them. But clearly no one believed there was a threat.
RCMP’s Tim O’Neil, senior criminal intelligence research
specialist, reported there was ‘no intelligence indicating a
criminal threat to the NEB or its members... I could not detect
a direct or specific criminal threat.’ Nonetheless, he delivered
the desired, contradictory (and outrageous) prediction: ‘It is
highly likely that the NEB may expect to receive threats to its
hearings and its board members.’
Let’s be clear about who was being targeted as potential
sources of these alleged threats: some of the most public,
transparent and principled organizations in the country,
including Idle No More, ForestEthics, Sierra Club, EcoSociety,
Leadnow, Dogwood Initiative, the Council of Canadians and
the People’s Summit. None of these organizations have ever
been cited for any activity except effective democratic
engagement.

An Olympic budget—not

As with most issues, the Green Party of Canada was the first to
provide a commentary on the federal budget. Here’s what they
had to say.
‘Starting with the positives, a gold medal is deserved for
finally bringing in ‘Lindsey’s Law’—the long-awaited DNA data
bank for missing persons; for extending loans to young people—
along the lines of student loans—to help pay for
apprenticeships; for new funding to support internship
programmes; and for money to Parks Canada for its crumbling
infrastructure,’ noted Elizabeth May, Green Party Leader.
The Green Party notes that totally missing from the budget
is any reference to the urgent need for investment in rail
infrastructure, and tighter regulation of the freight rail sector,
nor is there any reference to the looming crisis in passenger rail
across Canada.
Canada’s other Green MP Bruce Hyer, (Thunder BaySuperior North) who is Deputy Leader said: ‘This budget
continues to over-tax small businesses and families, while
grossly under-taxing large corporations like Big Banks and Big
Oil. It’s a deliberate programme to do away with the services
that Canadians need by reducing large corporate taxes to half
the rate of the United States, with no requirement that these
corporations invest here or create jobs.’
The Green Party noted that the Harper administration has,
as many feared, set its sights on attacking charities, most
particularly environmental groups that, in the Conservatives’
view, ‘are not operating in the manner intended.’ This new focus
on CRA investigations was buried on page 259, far from the
budget’s main chapter on charities found on pages 212-215. (see
related article above.)
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ascism should more appropriately be
called Corporatism because it is a merger
of state and corporate power.
—Benito Mussolini

As Will Horter of Dogwood Initiative told me, ‘What we are
all doing is exactly what a democratic society asks of its
citizens—to get informed, to be engaged, to come together in
communities to discuss what’s best for the country. But instead
of being congratulated for getting a record number of citizens
out to the NEB hearings we are demonized, vilified and spied
upon.’
One of the meetings deemed worthy of covert infiltration
was a church basement gathering in Kelowna which helped
retired seniors make hand-painted protest signs and trained
them in story-telling as a communications technique. Virtually
any activity of any of the organizations targeted by this chilling
cabal would have been equally innocent.
An obvious question poses itself: How far will the Harper
government go to neutralize those who oppose the massive
expansion of the tar sands? What’s next? Covert conservative
operatives trashing the offices of enviro groups? Hacking into
computers and destroying an organization’s data? Sabotaging
activists’ vehicles? If this sounds far fetched ask yourself how,
10 years ago, you would have assessed the likelihood of the
breathtaking violations of democracy that have already taken
place in this country.
There is a hint of the kind of escalation the government is
already implementing. Seven major environmental groups are
now being audited by Revenue Canada to see if they are sticking
to the rules limiting political activity or advocacy to a maximum
of 10% of their resources. In 2012 Finance Minister James
Flaherty allocated $8 million to increase the auditing of
environmental groups. He is hinting at more draconian action
to further restrict charitable organizations’ activities.
And to further demonize the groups—the David Suzuki
Foundation, Tides Canada, West Coast Environmental Law,
the Pembina Foundation and several others—Flaherty last
week implied they could be connected to international terrorist
groups.
Challenged on the obvious targeting of political enemies,
Flaherty shot back: ‘There are some terrorist organizations,
there are some organized crime organizations, that launder
money through charities and that make donations to charities
and that’s not the purpose of charitable donations in Canada.’
This statement would be laughable were it not so grossly
irresponsible. It was clearly designed to create hatred of these
groups so that if and when they are stripped of their charitable
status there will be enough Canadians suspicious of them to
support the government.
Given the pace at which the Harperium is neutralizing
democratic rights in this country, wary citizens must now be on
guard that the next election is not stolen, one way or the other,
by a prime minister apparently committed to dismantling
democracy and permanently changing the country.
Standing in Harper’s way are the organizations he is
targeting with audits, illegal spying, public demonizing and
open threats. Anyone who cares a whit for this country has to
commit themselves to preventing this from happening. Should
these vital organizations be stripped of their charitable statuses,
we, as citizens with a huge stake in the outcome of these battles,
must commit to making up any loss of contributions they suffer
as a result. And if you are not already giving to them, start now.
Our response to Harper’s intimidation tactics being challenged
by the BCCLA should be to immediately contribute to the
organizations in question.
The fight against Big Oil corporatism may be the most
important one you ever support. 0
‘Only in Canada, among modern government budgets in
2014, is the threat of the climate crisis never mentioned.
Ironically, a lot of new money—approximately $300 million
over five years—is directed to dealing with floods, droughts, fires
and other extreme weather events, increasing due to climate
change,’ said MP May. ‘Meanwhile, the drive to increase
greenhouse gases through untrammelled growth in fossil fuel
production continues full bore: drilling off-shore, for which
tariffs on equipment are removed, increased oil spill response,
and more pipelines, for which the budget appears to preapprove the Energy East pipeline to increase export of
unprocessed bitumen.’ May concludes, ‘Overall, this budget’s
largest environmental feature is the pretty picture on the cover
of bicyclists enjoying our spectacular wilderness.’

Lindsey’s Law

MP for Saanich-Gulf Islands, Elizabeth May extended her
personal thanks to Minister of Finance Jim Flaherty for, at long
last, moving to establish a DNA database to cross-reference
crime scene data with an index for missing persons. ‘My
constituent Judy Peterson has waited twenty long years for
action. This measure, named for her daughter Lindsey who
disappeared twenty years ago in August 1993, is an important
measure to solve crimes and help families. Judy vowed that she
did not want to face another Mother’s Day without seeing
Lindsey’s Law come into being. Today, with $8.1 million over
five years pledged to this crucial measure, her commitment and
perseverance has been rewarded. I also want to thank the MP
for Vancouver Island North, John Duncan, for his invaluable
assistance.’0

Nuu-Chah-Nulth fishing, trading rights
affirmed, once again
By its refusal to hear the federal government’s
second appeal of lower court judgments, the
Supreme Court of Canada in January affirmed
the aboriginal rights of the Nuu-chah-nulth
Nations to fish, not only for food, but also for
trade. The federal government fought the court
decisions every step of the way, since 2003.
The case depended on the Nuu-chah-nulth
establishing that their ancestors had fished,
and traded in fish, continuously since prior to
1774 over a stretch of the Pacific Ocean up to
100 nautical miles off the west coast of
Vancouver Island. The original proceedings
included an examination of not only aboriginal
history, but also detailed accounts from the
original European explorers.
In recent years, the First Nations
contended, their rights had been severely
infringed, without meaningful consultation, by
actions of the federal government under the
Fisheries Act.
The case has been in the courts since 2003,
starting with initial hearings at Ahousaht, and
continuing in Vancouver through 2006, 2008,
and 2009. The initial BC Supreme Court
judgment, in November 2009, was appealed
by the federal government to the BC Court of
Appeal in December 2010, which upheld the

BC Supreme Court decision in May 2011. In
August 2011, the government appealed the
Appeal Court decision to the Supreme Court of
Canada; in March 2012 the Supreme Court of
Canada declined to hear the appeal, so the
Appeal Court decision stood. In July 2012, the
BC Appeal Court confirmed its decision; in
September 2013 the government once again
appealed to the Supreme Court of Canada,
which decided in January of this year that it
would not hear this second appeal.
The judgment still leaves the actual fishing
regulations to negotiations between the Nuuchah-nulth and the federal government, but
with the requirement that the government
recognize that the First Nations have an
aboriginal right to fish all species of fish (except
geoducks), and to sell or trade their catch if they
so wish.
‘Now is the time for Canada to negotiate in
a meaningful way. Together we can create
fisheries that will benefit our coastal
communities and all Canadians. The highest
court in the land has spoken. Will the Canadian
government get serious about negotiating with
Nuu-chah-nulth Nations as the Courts have
directed?’ says Deb Foxcroft, Nuu-chah-nulth
Tribal Council President. 0

A Couple of Heroes
Heroine: Elizabeth May

In spite of a caffeinated, over-Tylenoled fever,
and having to be urged off the couch by my
lady, I attended our MP, Elizabeth May’s,
January 16, townhall evening (as reported on
by Annette Wittman in a recent Island Tides).
Elizabeth brought evidence and warnings of
corrupted power to our doorstep. She
reminded us about the risk of the bitumen
pipeline/tanker
industry,
and
their
propaganda machinery. Many of us seemed
stunned—not happy with the provocative
messages in our quiet greenish island. My
interest is not so much the ongoing stream of
information —that can be easy to follow, but in
how to encourage many more of us to engage
and act effectively on this deeply Canadian
stuff.
Elizabeth is friends with numerous
independent-minded Conservatives. To me,
she is one of few on our political scene who
notes the loss to Canada of the moral
conservative voice, and its destruction in a
morass of control freakishness. Reinforcing
her understanding, Andrew Coyne, CBC’s ‘At
Issue’ panellist, former Macleans editor, now
at National Post, says of Harper, not only has
he trashed early Reform Party ideals of
accountable open government, but, in spite of
polished PMO and PR spin, what we now see
is ‘a very small man’.
Though many commentators try, it is not
possible to dismiss Elizabeth. We do so at risk
of ourselves being inane dupes of crafted
messaging. Her work (MP's Hardest Working
Award) and clear arguments are well reported.
Go online at: ElizabethMayMP.ca, or
Macleans.ca,
or
HuffingPost.Ca,
or
NationalPost.Ca (search ‘Elizabeth May’ ),
Read her recent book Losing Confidence:
Power, Politics and the Crisis in Canadian
Democracy.
Besides asking us to vote her in again,
Elizabeth invites us into struggles that may be
uncomfortable, even frightening. She asks us
to help take on hired PR-firm trolls in the
online comment areas of major newspapers,
the CBC news sites, etc, to write to the NEB
hearings, to ask why her suggestions of
bitmen-to-gasoline refineries and jobs in
Alberta get no traction. She asks us to ‘follow
the money’.
Maybe to even question Rex Murphy when
he trips over his long vocabulary. Analyse,
understand, question local politicians, public
and corporate figures. Check news media
interpretations, and watch for weird tricks by
team Harper. Write to newspapers, don’t
forget your local ones. Reach more undecided,
uninvolved folks—widen our thinking and
dialogue, cut into the slogan-think influence of

- Joel Harvey

negative ads. Speak truth and give pause to
cynical power. Her challange: Can we help?
Yes you can.

Hero: Pete Seeger

Easy segue? Work with me here. On the
morning of his passing (January 27) friend
Arlo Gutherie journalled his morning prayer
conversation with Pete on Facebook: ‘I let him
know I was having trouble writing his obituary
(as I’d been asked) ‘Arlo’ he said, sounding just
like the man I’ve known all of my life, ‘I guess
I’ll see ya later.’ I’ve always loved the rising and
falling inflections in his voice. ‘Pete,’ I said. ‘I
guess we will.’ About 3am when the texts and
phone calls started coming in from friends
telling me Pete had passed away. ‘Well, of
course he passed away! I’m telling everyone
this morning. But that doesn't mean he’s gone.’
I remember Pete Seeger as a lanky young
guy with a banjo, with a neat hope-thrilling
way of singing that pulled us right all in. He was
a friend to my mom, and appeared at my
summertime camp for social justice boosting
folk ‘hootenanies’ over several years. Then he
was being hounded in the US by the House
Un-American
Committee
(Senator
McCarthy), blacklisted in the music industry
for sympathies to labour struggles, and other
persecutable causes. (Pete: ‘One of the things
I'm most proud of about my country is the fact
that we did lick McCarthyism back in the
fifties.’)
Where Woody Gutherie's guitar bore the
slogan ‘This machine kills fasists’, Pete’s Banjo
sported: ‘This machine surrounds hate and
forces it to surrender.’ Pete was mentor/model
to many musicians (Bob Dylan, Joan Baez,
Bruce Springsteen, Neil Young, maybe even
Raffi ). He’s the inventor of the long neck banjo.
Poet Carl Sandberg called him ‘America’s
tuning fork’.
Pete was a cheer-spreading warrior in the
world where Mitt Romney types see 90% of us
as undeserving takers, and our home world as
being for their taking. He was of the people for
the people, a man of of joyful, engaged courage.

Heroes: Us

See the connection between Pete & Elizabeth?
It’s through us, our own hope, courage, aware
community action in our own time. In all key
leadership areas—vision, courage, ethics,
realism, action, sustained initiative for
others—these two have it.
A point about vision, hope and postitive
energy (well articulated in Guy Dauncy’s
article, Island Tides, January 23) is that those
other pillers of wisdom are needed too, and we
perhaps need strengths there.
Many of us are on front lines in different

HEROES, please turn to page 6
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What it might have looked like with the
new revised electoral districts

Elections Canada has recalculated the 2011 results as if they were within the 2013 revised electoral
districts. On Vancouver Island there were 7 ridings and under the revisions there are now 8. All
the ridings, except Victoria, have boundary changes.

The previous ridings, with their 2011 election results:

Esquimalt–Juan de Fuca:
NDP 26,198 Con 25,792 Lib 6,439
Nanaimo–Alberni:
Con 30,469 NDP 25,165 Lib 4,984
Nanaimo–Cowichan:
NDP 31,272 Con 24,497 Grn 5,005
Saanich–Gulf Islands:
Grn 31,890 Con 24,544 NDP 8,185
West Van–Sunshine Coast–Sea to Sky: Con 28,614 NDP 14,828 Grn 4,436
Vancouver Island North:
Con 27,206 NDP 25,379 Lib 3,039
Victoria (2012 byelection result):
NDP 14,507 Grn 13,389 Con 5,654

Grn 5,341
Grn 4,482
Lib 3,007
Lib 4,208

Saanich–Esquimalt–Juan de Fuca: NDP 22,324 Con 21,305 Grn 7,287
Courtenay–Alberni:
Con 25,797 NDP 23,400 Grn 3,935
Nanaimo–Ladysmith:
NDP 25,294 Con 22,572 Grn 4,009
Cowichan–Malahat–Langford:
NDP 20,818 Con 20,565 Grn 3,452
Saanich–Gulf Islands:
Grn 28,993 Con 22,785 NDP 6,898
West Van–Sunshine Coast–Sea to Sky: Con 23,840
Lib 12,395 NDP 11,177
Vancouver Is N–Comox–Powell River: Con 23,425 NDP 21,239 Lib 3,236
Victoria (unchanged, 2012 byelection result): NDP 14,507 Grn 13,389 Con 5,654

Lib 5,496
Lib 3,860
Lib 3,733
Lib 2,772
Lib 3,787
Grn 3,971
Grn 2,623
Lib 5,097

Grn 3,018
Lib 5,097

The new ridings, with the vote from 2011 redistributed:

Catch ‘Em Young!
I quote from Gilbert WS,
Rhymer-extraordinaire, no less:
‘Each child born in this world alive
Is either a little Liberal, or a little Conservative’.
Now while this statement might be true
Way back in eighteen-ninety-two,
Today we have much greater choices
In politics for such young voices.
I’m sure, for instance NDP
Would claim you from the age of three;
And there are Grits as well as Tories
Who politicize their bedroom stories;
While media photos show us scenes
Of schoolyards full of little Greens.
So, should these concepts still endure
What happens when the kids mature ?

Well, parents, you can shape your ends
To future parliamentary trends;
Whatever politics you please
Can start now on a mother’s knees;
Who knows that sometime we might see
A government of Greens, or NDP
But bear in mind, each candidate
Now has two functions on his plate.
It’s not enough to get elected,
Each candidate is now expected
To keep us entertained—a break
From parliamentary give and take.
Without Mike Duffy, Wallen, Ford
We’d all be monumentally bored.
So little Conservatives take heart
Here are three role-models for a start.

And, youngsters, now the budget’s here
You won’t have any costs to fear.
Most items that the budget mentions,
From Fighter-jets to Old Age Pensions,
Disguise the real costs with intent
In case they cause embarrassment.
Let’s say a billion then—who cares ?
For tinker-toys and teddy bears.
H.Barry Cotton. February 2014

The Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society

ROCK & GEM
SHOW 2014
March 14, 15 & 16

Leonardo Da Vinci Centre
195 Bay Street, Victoria, BC

Something For The Whole family
Show Theme: ‘Birthstones’

Demonstrators & Vendors from BC, Alberta & Ontario •
Gem Cutters at Work • Rock Polishing • Silversmithing •
Opal Cutting • Beads • Showcases • Gold Panners •
Special Activities for Children • & Much More!
Fri 12:30-8:30pm • Sat 10am–6pm • Sun 10am–4pm
Adults $5, Seniors / Students $4, Family (4) $12 ,
Weekend Pass $10
Sponsored by Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society

Details at: www.vlms.ca

Island Tides phone number has changed to 1-250-216-2267.

Lady Minto Hospital
Auxilliary Society

is offering two scholarships
to
students
presently
attending
Gulf
Islands
Secondary School.
In addition LMHAS is
offering
a
Continuing
Education Bursary to a
graduate of GISS who has
completed the first/second year
of their course of study in a
health care related field.
All applicants must be
continuing their studies in
health care related fields.
Completed applications
must be submitted to the
GISS Counselling
Department no later than
March 31, 2014.

Lady Minto Hospital
Auxilliary Society

is offering one
“Back to School” Bursary.
Applicants must be mature
students who wish to pursue a
career in a health related field.
Information & application
forms available at Thrift Shop
(located at back of the Upper
Ganges Centre next to
Driftwood office) and on our
web-site: WWW.LMHAS.CA
Application deadline is
March 31, 2014.

INVITATION TO
OFFER:
Lease of a
Residential House
Pender Island

The RCMP is inviting offers to
lease a detached house in the area
of North Pender Island. The
house must have a minimum of 3
bedrooms, 2 baths with covered
parking; must meet BC Building
code (1998). Pets allowed.
Lease term of 3 years with 2 x
3-year
renewal
option.
Required for April 1, 2014.
Interested parties, please
contact RCMP Leasing E&M
Divison; and Quote Lease Project
#M2989-14-L001 for an Offer
package.
Tel: (778) 290-2782
Email:
ediv_leasing.po1.ediv1@rc
mp-grc.gc.ca
All Offers must be received by
March 3, 2014 at 1400h.
Agents submitting an Offer
must provide RCMP with a letter
from the owner authorizing them
to do so.
The RCMP may accept any
Offer whether it is the lowest or
not, or may reject any or all Offers.

Please make a note of it!
www.islandtides.com
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More Jobs?

Building a pipeline provides temporary employment, but an
alternative exists that offers fewer environmental risks, fewer
carbon emissions, and more long-term work for residents of
BC. If the proposed $6.5 billion expenditure were invested in
public transit, building retrofits, and renewable energy, between
3 to 34 times more jobs would be generated.
In addition, more super-tankers would have a negative
impact on commercial fishing and eco-tourism in the Kitimat
region. And if a spill occurs, thousands of jobs along the entire
coast will be in jeopardy. Since there is a much better option,
why take the risk of toxic spills on our land and water?
Larry Kazdan, Vancouver

Retribution

Dear Editor:
Prime Minsister Steven Harper, Joe Oliver and his ingloriuos
band of environmental change deniers continue to avoid the
truth about their governments contribution towards climate
disaster.
Cloaked in economic advocacy, he and his cabinet, on behalf
of the oil and gas industry, push their oil sand toxin-spewing
$$-maker onto the Canadian public. In our name they avoid
the truth, and reality of the consequences of their selfish actions
and those who co-sign this ruthless behaviour.
If society refuses to condone this display of ego, denial,
manipulation and outright lying by other members of that
society, why does Harper believe he can do it? He is not fooling
the majority of Canadians or others who share space in this
precious world, we all live in.
Harper carries a great responsibility to all Canadians, not
just his Alberta-based corporate elite. He will continue to hide
but history will ultimately judge him and his cohorts for the
immense damage he continues to foist on the people of Canada
and the world. Their actions will be judged long after the
damage is done. All of them will be held responsible and not be
absolved by the children of the future whose quality of life they
have destroyed and, possibly their very exisitence.
David L Merke, Salt Spring Island

The Water System Experts
Since 1972
t Fountains & Watergardens
t Well Pumps & Water Systems
t Waste Water Pumps & Controls
t Water Treatment & Filtration

t Rainwater Harvesting
t Swimming Pools & Spas
t Landscape Lighting
tIrrigation

461 Dupplin Road Victoria B.C. 250-383-7145

www.vanislewater.com
www.islandtides.com

Two Letter To The Legislature - Now That It Is Sitting!

Island Cut Off By High Fares

Hello Members of the Legislative Assembly:
My husband and I are residents in Steveston, having lived in
West Richmond for 37 years, and in Steveston since 1990. We
also now own a home and 16 acres for orchards and gardens on
Saturna Island. As residents in two regions of BC, we maintain
one vote in Steveston in the riding of John Yap, and one vote in
the Saanich/Gulf Islands riding. My husband works in
Vancouver.
I believe our life is not unlike many on the west coast of BC,
which also now reflects the lives of our 3 children and their
families, who all live and work in the Lower Mainland. Our
Saturna home is also shared with them and others like them,
for whom cost of living means they live in shared homes.
Our daughter's story recently part of a CBC series on
affordable housing: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/britishcolumbia/mixer-mortgages-make-vancouver-homeownership-possible-1.2514737).
The possibility of getting out into nature where children are
able to experience the wealth of beauty this province has to offer
in the Gulf Islands has been significant. Until now.
The current gov't policy and lack of support for transit on BC
Coastal waterways has greatly reduced the ability to travel for
work and for relaxation between Saturna Island while my
husband continues to work on the mainland, and for anyone
who works and contributes to the economy on a regular basis.
You have essentially cut off Saturna Island, which represents
the greatest portion of the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve,
from the rest of the province, through ferry cutbacks and
rescheduling.
It is appalling the way the Gulf Islands with National Park
status and the people who make their living there and support
that heritage, history, and environmental potential are being
treated by the gov't that you represent and are a part of. Does
your gov't not realize that their new position vis-a-vis BC Ferries
will only further reduce ridership and income for BC Ferries,
will reduce property values and therefore property taxes and
the tax base that is meant to fund all of their outrageous and
self-serving policies? Shooting yourself in the foot is a metaphor
that comes to mind. Short-sighted is another. Dumb and
dumber might also fit.
Are we angry? Yes. Will we ever support or encourage or
teach our grandchilren that you are a gov't worth supporting?
Not at this stage. Not until we can witness you as a gov't that
cares about people, cares about the legacy that you are creating
for future generations, and creates an environment and policies
that actually make sense and generate income for all British
Columbians.
Jean Amundson, Steveston & Saturna

X

Happy Family Day

Dear Premier:
Happy Family Day. It seems the perfect occasion to add my
voice to the growing chorus of coastal-dwelling British
Columbians who feel betrayed, disregarded and utterly let down
by your government.
You were elected on a platform that promised to put
‘Families First’ and deliver sound economic management. How
are either of these objectives served by cutting essential ferry
services to vulnerable communities up and down BC’s coast?
Perversely, your plan will accomplish exactly the opposite: it will
uproot and separate families, ruin local economies and
irreparably damage some of BC’s most treasured and unique
communities. Your government’s actions utterly contradict its
stated policies.
Furthermore, the so-called ‘public consultation’ process that
led us to this juncture was deeply flawed. These were not
consultations; nothing we, the users of the system, say ever
seems to percolate into the corporate consciousness of BC
Ferries. Rather, corporation representatives come to our
communities laden with expensively produced charts and
handouts, present the story they want to tell, then go away and
impose harmful and simplistic service cuts without any regard
to the social or economic impact on the communities affected.
On this round, it was doubly insulting to attend the
subsequent meeting only to be told again and again by BC
Ferries representatives that ‘we’re just following orders, we have
no decision making power, talk to your elected officials.’
Finally, at what point will the government accept what every
ferry-user knows: as an entity, BC Ferries is utterly
dysfunctional. Under serial provincial government interference
(of all stripes, not just Liberal), the corporation has lost sight of
its mandate, misspent billions of dollars, and become bloated,
misguided and completely out of touch with its original purpose.
The fact that it now proposes cutting existing essential services
to remote communities while maintaining gold-plated staff
privileges, management bonuses, and swanky downtown
promotion facilities just reaffirms how off-course this
organization is.
Premier, on this Family Day, I implore you and your
government to review the pledges you made to British
Columbians and really put Families First. Scrap the current
service cuts and engage in real dialogue with the system’s users
on how to improve efficiency. And finally, accept that BC Ferries
is not a crown corporation nor a cruise line nor a ‘for profit’
business venture. It is a critical component of this province’s
transportation infrastructure, no different than the William R
Bennett Bridge or the Yellowhead Highway or any other lifeline
which connects our communities. Please have the courage to
treat it as such.
Joe Fisher, Gabriol 0

Food of the Gods - Brian Crumblehulme

ocoatl, by it's original name, is iconic the world over for impressive array of healthy micro-minerals.
These so-called antioxidants (theobromine) are a direct
sensuous luxury. For the true believer, you only have to
think about it. Pure chocolate, also known as bitter or function of the bitter flavanols present in the bean to discourage
unsweetened chocolate, consists of 50-58% fat, 10% protein, animals from eating them. Roasting the raw bean to bring out
the chocolate flavour destroys as much as 50% of the flavanols
29% starch and 2%
and many commercial cocoas
theobromine (theo = god,
and chocolates are de-bittered
‘He
showed
the
words
‘chocolate
cake’
to
a
group
of
Americans’and
bromine
=
food).
to further reduce these
recorded
their
word
associations.
‘Guilt’
was
the
top
response.
If
that
Resembling
caffeine,
chemicals. According to a
theobromine stimulates strikes you as unexceptional, consider the response of French eaters
study published recently in the
muscles, especially the to the same prompt: ‘celebration’.
UK journal Lancet, very little
heart, is a diuretic and
—Michael Pollan, In Defense of Food: An Eater's Manifesto bitter flavour is found in milk
anti-hypertensive, and it's
chocolate,
rendering
it
that strange combination of properties that hits some people effectively useless as a health supplement, and many dark
right between the endorphins.
chocolates ‘may be high in fat, sugar, and calories, which can
Chocolate reached Europe from Spanish South America in increase the risk for heart disease.’ So now we are caught
the early 17th Century but did not became fashionable or between a rock and a hard place: to indulge or to abstain.
affordable until 18th Century. Tea soon established itself as a Perhaps chocolate should be the food of athletes.
domestic beverage; coffee was a thinker's drink, while chocolate
Beside the debatable health implications of consuming
became a breakfast drink for ladies. Two London chocolate chocolate, this strange fruit also invokes a moral evangelical
houses, White’s and the Cocoa Tree, became political clubs for rhetoric. As the quote above implies, chocolate is loaded with
the Whigs and Tories respectively. In Spain the demand by questions about personal sin—whatever that is. From the very
ladies of the court was so strong that as Brillat-Savarin first cup of oily, gritty, frothy, mucky, stuff presented to the
exquisitely expressed it, the ever astute Father Escobar ‘whose unsuspecting conquistadors, we now have:
spiritual reasoning was as subtle as his moral doctrine...
‘Touched by her fingers, the two surviving chocolate people
declared that chocolate made with water [and sugar] was not copulate desperately, losing themselves in a melting frenzy of
contrary to the rules of fast days. ‘ Thereafter, society ladies had lust, spending the last of their brief borrowed lives in a spasm
chocolate served to them in church! Chocolate made with of raspberry cream and fear.’—Neil Gaiman.
sweetened water instead of milk was considered a penance.
Or for those like Judith Viorst who prefer that their steam
The allure of chocolate makes it an easy sell which explains should stay in the kettle: ‘Strength is the capacity to break a
why the stuff turns up in everything from salad dressings, sex Hershey bar into four pieces with your bare hands—and then
toys and sometimes even candy bars. It is also easy to get eat just one of the pieces.’
funding for chocolate research, research that has found tenuous
In her book Bitter Chocolate, Carol Off provides a disturbing
connections between one or more constituents and a host of peek into the murky depths of the international cocoa industry
chronic aliments.The Mayo Clinic suggest that ‘flavanols in centered around Cote d'Ivoire and Ghana. Like the early
cocoa beans have antioxidant effects that reduce cell damage American trade in cotton and tobacco, cocoa production lends
implicated in heart disease.’
itself to practices that border on slavery.
If the heart is not one of your pet pathologies, you can also
Today, ‘fair trade’ chocolate in many forms is readily
find justification for ‘hypertension,’ ‘increased cerebral blood available in and around the Salish Sea, often associated with fair
flow,’ ‘mood and cognitive health,’ ‘reduced insulin levels,’ ‘many
CHOCOLATE, continued on facing page
types of cancer,’ and to boost your diet, it also contains an
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Herring & Halibut - Ralph Shaw
Every year about this time, I join some
friends in a couple of boats as we set out to
find some herring. As a result we fry fresh
herring, oven-bake herring, make herring
roll-ups, and complete our bait
requirements for the coming season.
Not many sites on the planet are
destinations for one of the largest fish and
animal migrations on the planet, but Baynes
Sound, qualifies as such a site (most years).
It is a destination for the spawning run of
Pacific Herring, and all our fish, birds and
animals that rely on this incredibly valuable
life-force spawning event.
This event is also of prime importance to
recreational and commercial fisheries. If
there is a need for a rationale to keep the
waters of Baynes Sound free from the

Roasting Fancy Coffee

possible devastating effects of acid mine
drainage, this planetary migration of
herring and all the life systems that depend
on the herring should be reason enough for
application of the precautionary principle.
I hope you can find some time to observe
the mix of large animals, birds and fish that
are taking part in this significant planetary
migration of living animals that are, in
many respects, the grass of the sea. If you
are fortunate you will discover beaches
where the herring spawn is washed up in
windrows that are sometimes a foot deep.
You should be cautious in moving around
such masses of eggs because many of them
will survive and be washed out to sea on the
next tide. It is truly a force of life for healthy
marine ecosystems.

Ralph lands a halibut.

CHOCOLATE from previous page

trade coffee.
Internationally, the 200 year old UK company, Cadbury
entered into Fair Trade in 2008 and claim that all its chocolate
is fairly sourced. The alternatives to buying a questionable
product include doing without or growing your own. Even here,
on the westcoast cocoa production is a pipe dream, but northern
Australia has lots of subtropical land and coming sometime to
a store near you will be Daintree Chocolate. Supported by
Cadbury, Daintree is strategically pouring millions into a whole
new Australian cocoa industry with hybrid varieties fairly and
sustainable grown. How long are you prepared to wait?
Last year Oxfam published a report, ‘Behind the Brands’,
that blasted the major producers for their treatment of farmers
and women in particular who receive 3.2% of the retail price for
their efforts. Mars promised a ‘gender outreach plan’ by March
2014.
The chocolate industry may be fraught with controversy but
it's a fair guess to suggest it will still be around for another year
or two. What to do? Buy fair trade if you possibly can—and
enjoy it—occasionally.
Drink of the Gods
250 grams of Fair Trade high quality semi-sweet chocolate
1 liter whole milk
About 2 tbsp vanilla sugar
Place half the milk in a saucepan and heat gently but do not
boil. Break the chocolate into small pieces and stir into the hot
milk. Stir constantly until all the chocolate has melted.
Gradually add the remaining milk and beat thoroughly with a
whisk to make the chocolate foamy. Pour into pre-warmed
glazed cups and serve immediately. 0

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com

Halibut Season ReOpens—Use That
Herring Bait!

Halibut fishing just got better for
recreational anglers in our costal
waters. A special thank-you to
the recreational division of DFO
for re-opening the halibut
season and responding to the
increased size of legal halibut in
such a timely and speedy
fashion for the 2014 season.
Thanks, too, for the efforts of
people like Gil Gingras Comox
Valley Chairperson of the Area
14 Sport Fishery Advisory
Committee and Chuck Ashcroft
our Sport Fishery Advisory
Board representative on the
International Pacific Halibut
Commission’s
conference
board.
In effect since February 1
until March 31 the recreational
season for halibut is open.
2013/14 rules, size limits and
bag limits are in effect. Fish
taken during this period will be
counted as part of our 2013/14
annual limit. This is wonderful

1-866-320-2268

Snowdrop in the rain.

news for local halibut anglers.
May I suggest that a large herring on an appropriate bait setup would be a good bet in the local waters of Area 14, especially
from Cape Lazo south to the waters around Denman, Hornby
Islands in the 200ft range over sandy bottoms. Do not overlook
the waters off Century Shoals, Kitty Coleman Hump and the
200ft shoals north of the Powell River ferry route. It is close to
home halibut fishing.
Effective April 1, 2014 the following new rules apply until
further notice with your new license. The maximum length for
halibut is 133cm (an increase of 9cm). The daily limit for halibut
is one (1). The possession limit for halibut is two (2), only one of
which may be greater than 90cm in length (an increase of 7cm.)
(See the regulations for exceptions in areas 121, 123 and 23).
There is an annual limit of six halibut and you must record them
on your license.
It is mandatory that you know the regulations as supplied by
DFO and I cannot emphasize strongly enough that it is your
responsibility to know the rules governing the areas you fish and
the species you target. 0

Rewriting our Elections
Laws - Elizabeth May

I

t is shocking to hear the Chief Electoral
Officer for Canada, Marc Mayrand,
describe the overhaul of the Elections Act
as ‘an affront to democracy.’
But that is, in fact, the core of Bill C-23—the
so-called ‘Fair Elections Act’—an affront to
democracy.
It was introduced for First Reading on
Tuesday, February 4 and the hammer came
down to limit debate on Thursday. By Monday
night, February 10, it had cleared Second
Reading. This is an administration in a hurry.
When I consider what we need to revitalize
Canadian democracy, it certainly has to do with
the Elections Act. But it starts with getting rid
of our First Past the Post voting system and
moving to proportional representation. It is
fundamental to fair elections that election
results are mirrored in the composition of our
House of Commons. We need to deal with the

unhealthy level of hyper-partisanship, the nonstop attack ads, and the fact that we have not
gotten to the bottom of the robo-call scandal of
the last election.
We need reform. We do need a fair elections
act. However, this bill is not it.
There are a few reforms in the bill that I
would support. There is no question that
Elections Canada has not done a stellar job
investigating election fraud. It really dropped
the ball in investigating the many complaints
about robo-calling in the 2008 election in my
riding of Saanich-Gulf Islands. Whether
through lack of resources or investigative
powers, Elections Canada has been slow in
getting to the bottom of the robo-calls fraud.
The Act places the Commissioner for Canada
Elections within the office of the Public
ELECTIONS ACT, please turn to page 6

Celebrating 11 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

510ft seafront
w/acreage
U.S.$88,500

• Overlooking Cayes on
secluded bay w/ beach
• Access by boat only
• Mostly low level
tropical jungle
• Southern Toledo District
3.7 mi. to Punta Gorda

Call Wendy:
1-226-499-0392 or

cwmconsulting77@gmail.com
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Ferry cuts – don’t ask

The Minister of Transportation won’t be announcing what ferry
runs will be cut until late in March, a mere month before they
are due to go into effect. While regular riders on some routes
may by now have a good idea whether they will be affected,
others will have very little notice to rejig their lives and
businesses.
That’s the conclusion from enquiries made by ferry
customers attempting to obtain a list of schedule changes from
BC Ferries. The information currently available is what was
announced in November (see adjacent chart). Despite extensive
consultations, there’s not much more detail available except for
rumours and guesses. In fact, a reading of the Kirk report on
the ‘consultations’ would lead anyone to conclude that these
consultations were completely ignored.
Generally, it seems that the runs which the Ministry has
decided to cut are those which have shown low utilization
statistics, typically early morning or late evening runs – even if
commuters’ jobs depend on those runs.
It has been suggested that some midday runs with low
utilization might be cut instead, but nothing is known for sure.
Some routes have been cut so much they can no longer be called
a service.
And in economic terms, the loss of business in some ferrydependent communities is said to far exceed the estimated
savings to BC Ferries. But no economic study has been made
by the provincial government. In fact, no economic study has
been made at any time during the last ten years of fare increases
to determine their impact on incomes, assessments, and, for
that matter, tax receipts.
No changes are planned for the Swartz Bay–Southern Gulf
Island routes; the Tsawwassen–Southern Gulf Island route is
to have (unidentified) ‘schedule changes only’ for a saving of
$180,000. Following strong representations from the midcoast, there may be some restoration of the Bella Coola – Port
Hardy summer route.)
The combination, of uncertainty, insensitivity, economic
losses, lack of planning, and lack of information is a recipe for
the destruction of ferry-dependent communities.
That they are still there, and vibrant, is testimony to their
strength. 0
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ROUTE:

ANNUAL TRIPS

Buckley Bay – Denman Island
Denman – Hornby Island
Langdale – Horseshoe Bay
Vesuvius - Crofton
Earls Cove – Saltery Bay
Horseshoe Bay – Bowen Island
Port Hardy – Prince Rupert
Skidegate – Prince Rupert
Comox – Powell River
Texada Island – Powell River
Gabriola Island – Nanaimo
Chemainus – Thetis – Penelakut
Quadra Island – Campbell River
Skidegate – Alliford Bay
Bella Coola – Port Hardy

6,149
4,482
2,985
5,046
2,878
5,569
122
191
1,460
3,648
5,732
4,380
6,253
4,482
39

CANCELLED TRIPS

ELECTIONS ACT from page 5

Prosecutor. It is a quite independent position and should be
removed from political interference. The problem is the
government has not given that office any tools. It has not given
that officer subpoena powers. What is worse is that it has
created a black box surrounding the work. It has amended the
Access to Information Act to remove, from access to
information, anything going on in the work of the
commissioner for Canada’s elections. They have also removed
in the Elections Act the requirement to give any information
about investigations.
One positive move is a new regime to regulate automated
calling, robo-calls. It would put the transmission of messages
through robo-calls under the jurisdiction of the CRTC and
require tracking who is buying this kind of automated calling
service. This portion of the bill has the support of Democracy
Watch, and, if it was a stand along provision, I would vote for
it.
However, the bill also includes a big new loophole for the
spending of money. It now will not be considered an elections
expense to spend money on fundraising activities for
nomination candidates. That is an open door to abuse.
What is the worst part of this bill? It will make it harder for
people without photo ID to vote. This systematically
discriminates against students, First Nations, the poor and
seniors.
This is a charter issue. In
the Opitz decision (October
2012), the most recent
Supreme Court of Canada
ruling on the right of
Dave’s Drilling
Canadians to vote Mr Justice
& Blasting
Rothstein and Mr Justice
Moldaver wrote:
250-537-7481
Dave
‘The right of every citizen
Callum 250-538-8640
to vote, guaranteed by s. 3 of
the Charter, lies at the heart of
“We don’t stand
behind our work,
Canadian democracy.”
we stand behind a tree.”
They went on to rule that
rights were not infringed in
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Call Ian for pricing
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that case (the tight election in Etobicoke Centre), but, in doing
so they relied on the fact that voters could be supported by
another voter who vouched for them. These vouching
provisions will be eliminated under the new Act.
The court went on to say:
“The goal of accessibility can only be achieved if we are
prepared to accept some degree of uncertainty that all who
voted were entitled to do so.”
In the massive sales pitch for this new bill not once have the
Conservatives provided any proof for the idea that we have a
crisis of voter fraud in this country. There is no evidence for the
notion that Canadians are covering their faces, creating false
IDs and voting more than once. The crisis in Canadian
democracy is not that Canadians are voting more than once, it
is that they are voting less than once.
As for the treatment of the Canadian Chief Electoral Officer,
Marc Mayrand has been targeted and insulted. The minister
for democratic reform, Pierre Poilievre accused Mayrand of
bias, claiming the referee should not wear a ‘team jersey’. I
assume he didn’t think the jersey was blue. Mayrand is a public
servant, doing his job, and the job that was being done is now
going to be reduced to a mere shadow of its current intent.
It is heartbreaking to hear from people, particularly young
people, who have been turned away at the polls because they
found that multiple forms of ID did not work. I remember
hearing from a young woman in Dawson City when I was there
for a democracy town hall last October. She said she tried twice
but been rejected. I asked her if she would keep trying and she
said she did not know if there was any point; they did not want
her to vote.
Under this new Act, we would see more and more Canadians
turned away, disenfranchised by the false notion that we have
a crisis in voter fraud. That is not our crisis.
We need to do everything possible to restore faith in the
Canadian public in the health of our democratic system. I am
baffled and deeply shocked by this bill. The things in it that are
good could have been so much better, but the things that are
bad are unforgivable in a democracy. 0

Being heard at the Hearing
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The TransMountain Pipeline Expansion proposal review has attracted 2,132 application from
the public to particpate. These applications were asubmitted during a month-long window,
under the National Energy Board’s new hearing rules.
The earlier Northern Gateway’s Hearing was joint between the National Energy Board and
the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency, prior to new rules developed under Omnibus
Bill C-38. Last year’s Line 9B’s Hearing was the first one under the changes and was held under
NEB regulations only. The Trans Mountain hearings are also under NEB regulations only.
How does the number of applicants compare with other recent hearing processes?

Northern Gateway Pipeline (Northern BC)

Original Hearing Order 5 May 2011, Amended 27 January 2012. Deadlines: for intervenors July
14, 2011; for Oral statements October 6, 2011; for letters of comment August 31, 2012.There
were 180 days of hearings. There were 221 intervenors, 4,461 applications for oral statements,
of which it appears 1,544 actually made presentations, and 5,644 letters of comment.

Line 9B Reversal (Ontario and Quebec)

Original Hearing Order appears to have been February 19, 2013, amended April 4, 2013,
amended May 23, 2013. Application to participate deadline was April 11, 2013; letters of
comment deadline August 6, 2013.
Only 8 days of Oral Hearing were scheduled: October 8-11, 2013 and October 16-19, 2013 (It
appears that the NEB lost control of the hearing on the final day and adjourned it). There were
60 intervenors: 4 First Nations, 30 Associations, 12 Government bodies, and 14 individuals.
There were 114 letters of comment.

Trans Mountain Pipeline (Southern BC)

There was only about a month to apply, ending February 12, 2013.
There are 2,132 applications to participate. At press time, it was not possible to breakdown
into intervenors, and commenters. However it appears that many First Nations (some from the
US), municipalities, and associations have applied to be intervenors.
How many will be allowed will not be known until the NEB and applicant Kinder Morgan
have gone over the applications and approved. 0

HEROES from page 3

ways—advocacy groups, publishing, postering, letter writing. Also pipeline and fracking protests
by First Nations, risking physical harm, jail, financial pain, ridicule misrepresentation, and apathy
in the media. These actions say: get involved, stand your ground, participate, fight a good fight.
Sure, it can get scary. Have courage and be kind.
Elizabeth's talk left me jazzed and elevated; I wanted to stay and talk more with her and others
gathering round her. But my determined, protective lady, already at the door, gave me the choice:
stay for more risky BP-elevating discussions by yourself, or ride home to peace with me—now.
So anyway.... Pete, thanks for singing out and thank you, Elizabeth. 0

Despite no wrong-doing, Strahl resigns as SIRC Chair
Faced with continuing allegations of confict of interest between
his appointment as Chair of the Security Intelligence Services
Review Committee (SIRC) and his consulting work for
Enbridge Inc, former Chilliwack MP and federal cabinet
minister Chuck Strahl resigned from the SIRC post in late
January.
Federal conflict of interest regulations allows for a five year
‘cooling off ‘ period before former federal politicians can lobby
the federal government, but say nothing about provincial
governments. Strahl say he frequently consulted with federal
Ethics Commissioner, Mary Dawson, who confirms that he has
broken no rules.
Strahl was appointed by the Prime Minister in June, 2012,
when he was already working as a consultant for Enbridge Inc.
The Enbridge consulting job had started in 2011, very soon after
Strahl decided not to run in the 2011 federal election.
Interviewed at the time of his SIRC appointment by Bruce
Hutchinson of the National Post, Strahl said he would continue
with his consulting work, but he would not lobby governments.
He had been appointed to succeed Dr Arthur Porter, who is
currently in a Panamanian prison. PMO sources were quoted
as making sure that Strahl’s appointment ‘was not going to
cause a kerfuffle’. Prime Minister Harper appointed former
Edmonton MP Deborah Grey to succeed Strahl.
Grey was the Reform Party’s first MP in 1989; Stephen
Harper was her first legislative assistant. She was re-elected
under the Canadian Alliance, Democratic Representative

T

Caucus (an Alliance splinter group, led by Strahl), and
Conservative Party banners until she retired in 2004

Watchdog SIRC

SIRC is the watchdog agency that reports to Parliament on the
activities of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS).
Both the RCMP and CSIS have been involved in monitoring the
Northern Gateway hearings.
Since 2005, CSIS has held regular briefings for energy
industry executives. At the May 23, 2013 meeting, held at CSIS
headquarters in Ottawa, breakfast, lunch, and coffee were
sponsored by Enbridge, who was in the process (backed by
Chinese-financed energy companies) of obtaining National
Energy Board approval for the Northern Gateway Pipeline.
RCMP Senior Criminal Intelligence Research Specialist Tim
O’Neil was a moderator of a ‘Classified Briefing’ session in
November, 2011 on ‘Challenges to Energy Projects from
Environmental Groups’; the ‘Agenda Theme’ was ‘North
American Energy Resources at Risk’.
In a 2013 memo, distributed to the National Energy Board,
and obtained by The Guardian newspaper through Freedom
of Information applications, O’Neil said of organized opposition
to the Northern Gateway pipeline that it had the ‘ultimate goal
of forcing the shutdown of the Canadian petroleum industry’.
O’Neil also warned the NEB about ‘threats to its hearings
and its board members’. No such threats were ever identified,
but such concerns did lead to cancelling hearings in Bella Bella

Insurance: paying for carbon emissions - Ray Grigg

he actuarial sciences of the insurance industry have
identified an implacable reality and placed a tax on
carbon emissions. For anyone who wants insurance,
payment is unavoidable. Protesting or complaining won’t
change an insurance industry that functions with the cold logic
of calculated risk—if risk increases, premiums increase. And this
explains their carbon tax. The industry doesn’t need measured
rises in atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide or higher global
average temperatures to understand what is happening to
weather. All it needs is the cost of claims.
In the relative microcosm of Vancouver Island, for example,
claims related to fire and lightning caused by weather jumped
from levels of about $1.2 million per year in 2010 and 2011 to
$6.5 million in 2012. Corresponding claims for wind damage
rose from about $250,000 per year to $2.9 million. Total claims
for 2012 were $15 million, equal to the sum of the previous two
years—with almost all the increases related to weather.
Consequently, the annual premiums for the usual package of
house insurance commonly rose by a hundred dollars or more.
Across Canada, the situation is similar. ‘There are more and
more storms happening,’ said Pete Karageorgos of the
Insurance Bureau of Canada, ‘and we’re seeing extreme weather
events that happened once every 40 years... that can now be
expected to happen once every six years’ (The Vancouver Sun,
Jan. 9/14). Consequently, ‘the amount of claims that have been
presented has been averaging about a billion dollars [more] a
year over the last three years or so’ (Ibid.). Extreme weather
events that cost Canada less than $200 million in 2006, reached
$1.2 billion in 2012. Domestic fires, which were once the
principal cause of insurance payouts, have been replaced by
flooding, the result of engineered drainage systems being
overcome by torrential rainfall. Wind damage from powerful
storms has move up to the second highest cause of claims.
‘It’s just been five horrendous years in a row,’ confessed
Glenn McGillivray, managing director of the Institute for
Catastrophic Loss Reduction. Just two events in the last year—
June’s flooding in Alberta and July’s torrential rainfall in
Toronto brought the insured property damage to $3 billion. The
costs to insurance companies of the devastating ice storm that
hit Toronto and parts of Ontario, Quebec and the Atlantic
Provinces during the last days of 2013, have yet to be
calculated—the uninsured costs may never be known. One of
the largest insurers of property in Canada, Intact Financial
Corporation, raised premiums by 15 to 20 percent as a result of
heavy losses from climate-related claims. Some home owners
are simply denied coverage if they live in areas newly identified
as prone to flooding.
In the United States in 2012, the arrival of Hurricane Sandy
caused $65 billion in destruction to the US Atlantic coast—
happily for the insurance companies, less than half was insured.
The storm, however, has forced some property owners in New
York and New Jersey to confront the options of moving away
from shorelines, elevating their homes, or paying flood
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insurance premiums of as much as $31,000 a year (Associated
Press, January 29/13). The same year’s drought in the US
Midwest did $20 billion in crop damage, of which $17 billion
was insured.
Outside Canada and the United States, the indications of
extreme weather are repeated—except the numbers are
correspondingly larger. Munich Re, one of the world’s largest
re-insurance companies, has been using the best
meteorologists, hydrologists, geologists and geophysicists
available to understand and predict the increasing number of
extreme weather events it has been noting since the 1970s, well
before climate change became a term of common usage. Their
insurance rates are rising as their actuarial studies reveal a clear
indication of increasing risk from extreme weather.
Material damage, however, is just the surface of the problem
for the insurance industry. Because it will insure everything
from homes and crops to product delivery and sporting events,
anything that creates uncertainty adds to risk and affects
insurance rates. So heat waves that are now predicted to occur
every two or three years in the US Midwest and central Europe,
according to Munich Re’s research, mean that premiums for
insuring anything remotely related—from soybean crops to
shipping schedules—will have to rise accordingly. Because
Southeast Asia is expected to experience the same heat events,
except every one or two years, the complicating effects must be
anticipated as more expensive insurance.
Droughts are particularly insidious—such as the 2011 one in
Somalia—because they are usually persistent, with
consequences that can be both devastating and widespread. As
Josette Sheeran of the World Food Program noted, victims have
three options: they can riot, migrate, or die. Regardless, they
throw social, political and economic stability of local, adjoining
and distant countries into turmoil—climate refugees, for
example, send waves of disturbances around the world. The
successive droughts in Russia in 2010 and 2011 caused a global
grain shortage that threw international food prices into
pandemonium, and have been connected to the Arab uprisings
that are still echoing throughout the Middle East. These
unanticipated conditions are precisely the unknowns that
insurers can only address by increasing the price of premiums.
As weather becomes more extreme and unpredictable, the
whole system of payment for risk becomes more expensive.
Every claim that is paid by the insurance industry is recorded
somewhere in a Great Actuarial Ledger to become additional
costs forwarded to future policy holders — most of whom do
not realize that these increased premiums are actually carbon
taxes. 0
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and banning the public from the Victoria hearings and
instituting video viewing at a second hotel about three
kilometers away. No environmentalist disruptions occurred.

BC Connections

On December 6, 2013, Strahl registered to lobby the BC
government on behalf of Northern Gateway Pipelines LP.
Earlier, in December, 2011, Strahl had registered with the BC
government as a lobbyist on behalf of Cascade Aerospace Inc.
BC Premier Christy Clark praised him for his help in the
2013 provincial election campaign, but later said that he had
‘stepped back’ from this role when he took on SIRC. That
election saw his former federal government Chief of Staff,
Laurie Throness, elected as BCLiberal MLA for Chilliwack–
Hope, and subsequently appointed to the BC cabinet.
(Meanwhile, Strahl’s son Mark had been elected as federal
Conservative MP for Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.)

Alberta Connections

Strahl was appointed Chair of the Calgary-based Manning
Centre for Building Democracy in April 2013. Its objective is ‘to
ensure that conservative-oriented politicians command public
confidence and govern in accordance with conservative values.’
He also registered in Alberta on December 3, 2013 as a
lobbyist for Frog Lake Energy Resources Corp. Frog Lake is
owned by Frog Lake First Nation, and is partnered with
Windtalker, owned by Chinese firm Sichuan Rui Investment
Management. 0
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During winters darkest days the low sun sends gifts of atmospheric rays—an enticement to rove in the damp, sweet-smelling woods.

What’s On? N

Photo: Susan Banjavich

Out of darkness — the light - David Suzuki

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Saturdays, February 22 & Mar 8 & Tues, February 25

Water Purification & Waste Management Seminar—In an
extended emergency, eg. large earthquake, what would you do?
Learn about purifying your water, environmentally sound methods
for waste diposal, and more. Free Admission,
demonstrations, handouts, door prizes.
SATURDAY, FEB 22: Mayne Island Community
Centre, 1-3 pm; TUESDAY, FEB 25: Pender
Island, Anglican Hall, 7-9 pm; SATURDAY, MAR
8: Saturna, Community Hall, 1-3 pm • Info:
1.866.308.6160, npep@shaw.ca • MAYNE,
PENDER & SATURNA

Thursday, February 27

Entry Deadline for Call to Artists for ‘Small Expressions’ Show
& Sale: two dimensional and three dimensional artwork within
12”x12”x12”; show runs: March 5-March 30, Tulista Community
Arts Centre, Sidney; presented by the Community Arts Council of
the Saanich Peninsula. • Entry form: cacsp.com/news/call-toartists-for-small-expressions-show, or call 250-656-7400 •
SIDNEY

Thursday, February 27

Lizzie Hoyt—with the voice of an angel,
Lizzy delivers music and stories rooted in
Celtic and folk traditions; Hoyt is an
international award-winning Canadian
vocalist, songwriter and instrumentalist •
School Auditorium • 7:30pm • Tickets: $25
at Talisman Books & Gallery, Southridge
Store and at the door • PENDER

elson Mandela, who died in December at age 95, was
sentenced to life in prison in 1962 because he fought
for justice, equality and democracy. He was finally
released 27 years later, in 1990. South Africa’s racist apartheid
system fell and Mandela served as president from 1994 to 1999.
The tributes after his death rightfully celebrated him as a
forgiving, compassionate humanitarian and great leader.
Closer to home, on December 1, 1955, in Montgomery,
Alabama, Rosa Parks refused to obey a bus driver’s order to give
up her seat to a white person. She was arrested for violating
Alabama’s segregation law. It wasn’t the first challenge to US
racial policies and prejudice—it wasn’t even Parks’ first—and
that act alone didn’t change laws and attitudes. But it catalyzed
the civil rights movement that led to massive social change.
In Canada, in 1965, Everett George Klippert was sentenced
to ‘indefinite’ imprisonment for having sex with other men.
Then-Justice Minister Pierre Trudeau later said, ‘There’s no
place for the state in the bedrooms of the nation,’ and sexual
activity between same-sex, consenting adults was
decriminalized in 1969 (although Klippert was imprisoned until
1971). Now, same-sex couples can get married in Canada.
We pride ourselves on our democratic traditions, but in

Saturday & Sunday, March 1 & 2

Vancouver Island Bead & Jewellery Show—the ultimate west
coast bling fling for jewellery makers and jewellery lovers; 35+
exhibitors offering artisan jewellery, gems, beads, pearls, new
products, findings, tools, kits and
inspiration galore • Main Hall,
Saanich Fairgrounds • 10am–5pm
each day • Tickets: $10 advance
(online and for locations see website), $12 at the door • Info:
tickets, speakers, and exhibitors www.vibjs.ca • SAANICH

Tues, Wed & Sat, March 4, 5 & 8

Scrabble Fundraiser for ‘Turning the Tide of HIV/AIDS in
Africa—Games Schedule: TUES, MARCH 4: Salt Spring Inn, 2–4pm;
WED, MARCH 5: Salt Spring Inn, 2–4pm; SAT MARCH 8: Clubhouse
Bar & Grill (SS Golf Course) 6pm • organized by Salt Spring
Grand(m)others to Grandmothers in support of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation • Info: 250-931-6830 • SALT SPRING

Tuesday, March 18

Grand Opening of Pender Sushi at its new location at Pender
Island Golf & Country Club; same delicious
food and friendly staff—new view •
11am–8pm • Info; 250-629-6263,
www.penderislandgolf.com/resturant.htm •
PENDER
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Canada, women couldn’t vote until 1918, Asians until 1948 and
First Nations people living on reserves until 1960.
We’ve come a long way. It’s hard to fathom that such
widespread, often state-sanctioned discrimination occurred so
recently—much of it in my lifetime. My childhood memories
include a time when the government confiscated my family’s
possessions and exiled us to a camp in the BC Interior, just
because my grandparents were from Japan.
We still have discrimination and many other problems, but
these examples show change is possible—often quickly, after
reaching a critical mass of public support. Studies show
discrimination, murder and other violent crime rates and death
from war have all declined over the years.
Throughout history, we’ve faced challenges and adapted to
changing conditions. We’ve renounced practices that, in
hindsight, seem foolish and often barbaric. We’ve overturned
economic systems that no longer meet our needs or that our
increasing wisdom tells us are destructive or immoral.
Often, resistance to calls for greater social justice or
environmental protection is based on economics. When
momentum to abolish slavery in the US started building in the
mid-1800s, many feared the economy would fail without free
human labour. People fought a war over what they believed was
a right to enslave, own and force other human beings to work
under harsh conditions for free—in a democratic country!
US President Ronald Reagan and UK Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher opposed sanctions against apartheid South
Africa in part because of concerns about trade. Fortunately,
Canada’s Prime Minister Brian Mulroney stood firm on
sanctions, despite pressure from his allies.
Economic arguments are also often used to stall
environmental progress—something we’re seeing with climate
change, and pipeline, mining and fossil fuel projects, among
other issues. Economic arguments were employed in the 1970s,
when scientists found that chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs, were
contributing to a weakening of the ozone layer, which protects
us from the sun’s rays. Despite opposition, world leaders signed
the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer in 1987 and now the ozone layer is starting to recover.
We face many other global challenges in addition to regional
ones. Human impacts have multiplied as population, trade and
communications have grown to encompass the planet.
World events viewed in isolation may make it appear as
though humanity is moving backward. We still suffer wars,
unimaginable violence, prejudice, environmental devastation,
foolish politicians, greedy industrialists and selfish individuals.
But we also have new ways to communicate widely at lightning
speed, wisdom acquired from millennia of experience and
people everywhere reaching out to encourage respect and
kindness for each other and all of life that is sharing our planet.
Change is never easy and it often creates discord, but when
people come together for the good of humanity and the Earth,
we can accomplish great things. Those are the lessons from
Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks and all those who refuse to give
up in the face of adversity when the cause they pursue is just
and necessary. 0

If you wish you had been reading Island Tides for years—you can!
Visit our online archive at www.islandtides.com
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