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BC Ferries to
manage Sidney’s
Anacortes ferry
terminal
The Town of Sidney has announced a
long-term lease arrangement with BC
Ferries, under which BC Ferries will
manage and develop the town’s
international ferry terminal to the
benefit of both parties. Washington
State Ferries will continue to remain the
priority user of the terminal with its
service to Anacortes, Washington. BC
Ferries will assume management of the
facility in September 2007.
The 40-year lease recognizes
Washington State Ferries as a priority
user; it also promotes use by other
operators to enhance revenue and
generate more customers for Sidney’s
business community. ‘This new
arrangement is designed to encourage a
greater economic benefit to the Town
and our business community by
bringing additional passengers and
tourists through our international ferry
terminal,’ said Don Amos, mayor of the
Town of Sidney.
David Hahn, BC Ferries’ president
and CEO commented, ‘The new BC
Ferries is prepared to use its expertise in
all facets of the marine transportation
industry to develop innovative new
business opportunities for ourselves and
for the communities we serve. This
arrangement is a natural fit for us.’
In addition to Washington State
Ferries, small cruise ships have started
to use the dock at the terminal. For its
part, BC Ferries does not have any
immediate plans to operate any of its 36
ships out of the Sidney terminal, but
may do so in the future. In consultation
with the town, BC Ferries will develop a
master plan for future development of
the terminal. A community liaison
committee will be established as part of
this new initiative. 
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‘Hobbit house’ or one of many Islands’ artisans holed up for the winter, making treasures for the upcoming season?

Hands Across the Border

Orcas gone south

BC Ferries has issued a Request for
Proposals to two interested parties to
provide ferry service on the Brentwood
Bay–Mill Bay route. This is the second
step in the alternative service delivery
process. In October 2005, BC Ferries
issued a Request for Expressions of
Interest to identify interested parties
who were qualified to provide ferry
service on the Brentwood Bay–Mill Bay
route as the first phase of the process.
Two proponents responded by the
November 2005 deadline.
Under the Coastal Ferry Act, BC
Ferries is required to test the market to
determine whether a contracted
operator could provide safe, reliable
services on selected routes at a lower

On January 24, 2007 a pod of endangered Pacific
Northwest orca whales was sighted along the coast of
California just off San Francisco. The whales made an
appearance near the West Buoy at approximately 1pm
and were later identified as members of the K-pod, as
they’re commonly referred to by whale researchers in
Washington State.
Following the chance encounter, photos of several
of the whales were provided by photographer Sandra
Cannon to California whale researcher Nancy Black.
Upon closer review of the photographs, Black noticed
an ‘open saddle’ female in several photos, and
forwarded the images to experts at the Center for
Whale Research, based in Friday Harbor,
Washington. The Center for Whale Research has
maintained a continuous and comprehensive photoidentification study of the Pacific Northwest orca pods
for 30 years.
From several photos taken during the encounter,
scientists were able to positively identify an individual
female known to researchers as K20, travelling with
her 3-year-old offspring, K38, born in 2004.
Researchers believe that members of the L-pod were
also likely to be in the vicinity based on observer
reports from ten days earlier when whales were
sighted in Half Moon Bay.
The whales are members of two out of three pods
of much loved and celebrated whales referred to as the
Southern Resident Killer Whale (SRKW) population
(killer whales is another name for orcas). In the Pacific
Northwest, these are the very same whales that thrill
whale-watchers and coastal residents every summer
with their predictable arrival following vast schools of
salmon enroute to northwest rivers to spawn.
In recent years, reports of Pacific Northwest pods
travelling to the California coast during the winter
months have been on the increase. These forays into
California waters are directly related to their search
for salmon, the mainstay of their diet. As salmon
stocks dwindle in various parts of their historic
range—and fisheries managers fret over conflicts of
dividing the harvest and restoring threatened and
endangered populations of these fish—the whales
have extended their travels to include coastal Oregon
and California.
‘How do we bring about the recovery of a prey
species (salmon) and its natural predator species
(killer whales) at the same time?’ asks Ken Balcomb,
director of the Center for Whale Research. ‘It seems a
conundrum.’
The SRKW population has declined precipitously
in the recent decade, and five more went ‘missing’ in
late 2006 just before leaving the Pacific Northwest for
their winter journey. Winter is the season that
scientists generally expect to have whales go missing,
which are then logged as deaths.
In February 2006, the US National Oceanic &
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RFP issued for
Brentwood–Mill
Bay ferry service

Commentary ~ Patrick Brown

Tax Green House Gas Emissions —
No Caps, No Trades
A number of Canada’s large industrial and
electrical generation operations are major
producers of greenhouse gases(GHG). Over the
years since the Kyoto accord was signed, the
expansion of these operations, particularly in
resource extraction, has contributed
significantly to the growth of the nation’s GHG
emissions, resulting in Canada moving farther
from its targets rather than closer to them.
Years of studies, and not a little political
reluctance, have resulted in no implementation
of any scheme that would provide an incentive
to these corporations to reduce their GHG
emissions.
The problem of designing and applying
incentives is not unique to Canada. The
European Union, however, has implemented a
‘cap & trade’ scheme, in which corporations
that find it expensive or currently
technologically impractical to reduce these
emissions to the ‘cap’ set by their governments
may purchase ‘GHG credits’ from other EU
industries that are below their ‘caps.’
In addition, the United Nations has
instigated the ‘Clean Development Mechanism
(CDM)’ scheme (involving the World Bank and
large financial organizations) which permits
corporations to compensate for their emissions
by purchasing GHG credits from development
projects in countries that do not enforce ‘caps.’
The funds are to be used by the projects to
reduce GHG emissions from what they would
otherwise have been. But some CDM projects
have been less than straightforward in
expressing the GHG savings that could be
made, and the credits available to sell.

Trading GHG Credits
The ‘trade’ part of ‘cap & trade’ is presented as
a ‘market solution’ to the incentive problem.
The price per tonne of GHG credits has varied
wildly since the market was started (or as the
UK’s Stern Review on the Economics of
Climate Change politely suggestes, pricing is
‘still bedding in’). Some nations set generous
‘caps’ for their industries; other industries and
other nations set ‘caps’ which were tight and,
via the market, exacted an almost immediate
financial penalty upon corporations. Low or
uncertain prices serve as a disincentive to
emitters to consider more expensive schemes
to reduce GHG emissions.
However, there are technical problems both
with measuring GHG emissions and setting
‘caps.’ The financial houses which took on the
role of ‘market makers’ serve their own
interests in trading this newly invented

‘currency’. And finally, the three nations which
are the largest emitters of GHG—the US, China,
and India—do not have ‘caps’ at all.
The effect of these ‘markets’ is to satisfy the
regulatory requirements of Kyoto’s prime
signatory nations at the minimum cost to
corporations, without proof that world GHG
emissions are being reduced. The application of
a ‘market solution’ to this problem of nations
may be based on ideology rather than common
sense, and totally inappropriate.

Whither Canada?
Canada, which shoulders a significant part of
the GHG burden of providing energy to the US,
has particular problems since its growth in
emissions is, in some ways, not under its
control. Nevertheless, we must develop a
scheme which will, as soon as possible, reduce
our emissions while maintaining our economy.
Given the nation’s reliance on exports, it is
not open to us to reduce our emissions by
reducing our production, either of
commodities, energy, or manufactured goods.
It is not sensible to penalize our industries or
our governments by purchasing ill-priced
credits from abroad. And we do not have a large
enough industrial base to operate a stable GHG
credit trading market internally.
For Canada, then, why not a
straightforward GHG emission taxation
system? This could provide strong incentives,
predictability for industry, fairness and equity,
and make use of conventional government
procedures.

Setting Caps
Clearly, in implementing any sort of incentive
system, the determination of caps—or what a
reasonable target for emissions would be for
any given industry—is problematic. Caps, after
all, set the level of emissions which each
industry is expected to achieve. It is also
difficult to reconcile caps with a national target,
because it requires us to assign our national
GHG reduction targets between emission
sources: industrial, consumer, transportation,
natural sources, etc. This will be a source of
endless, fruitless, theoretical argument.
In a Canadian context, it would necessarily
be the subject of lengthy consultation and
negotiation, and a great deal of political
posturing and maneuvering.
We have already seen this in the form of a
largely theoretical argument over whether
GHG caps should be set on a per unit of
CARBON TAX, please turn to page 2
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The Voice of the People and the Right to Know
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20
TU

0003
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1318
1909

3.6
11.5
5.2
9.2
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0725
1409
2038

4.9
11.5
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1218
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10.2
5.2
8.9

3.2
1.8
2.7
1.5
3.1
1.6
2.7

5.9
10.2
4.6
8.9

1.8
3.1
1.4
2.7
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he Islands Trust is charged by statute with the protection
of one of the most beautiful archipelagos in the world. But
the Trust Islands is facing difficult times and the voice of
the people and their right to know is becoming increasingly
important. The Trust is facing the fact that over 450 islands and
islets, nearly all dependent on a diminishing groundwater
resource, must have their watersheds protected.
The Tust Area Islands, particularly Galiano are also
threatened by the Private Managed Forest Land Act, which is a
‘swing door’ for forest land to exit, at residential land prices,
directly into the real estate market.
The resulting increase in population could well outstrip ferry
service capacity. So bridges from Vancouver Island to the Gulf
Islands may be closer than we think. A likely routes would see a
chain of bridges south from Naniamo to Gabriola, over Valdes to
Galiano. Pressure to build them could be immense. The clock is
ticking. The Islands must be meticulously planned in the limited
lead time we have.

T

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Official Community Plans
The pillars of the Islands Trust mandate are the Official
Community Plans for each Island. They incorporate the voice of
the Islanders, and express their vision of the future. It is now the
turn of Galiano Island, geographically vulnerable to
development pressure, to update its OCP.
But there is to be no voice of the people heard in a OCP
Review for Galiano. The problem seems to lie in the Island’s
history.

Fifteen Years of Conflict
It is over fifteen years now since Macmillan Bloedel discarded
onto the real estate market the half of Galiano that the company
held in Tree Farm License #19 . Unplanned and unexpected, this
action immediately resulted in tensions between vested interests
of the purchasers of the discarded forest and the public interest
and common good.
The Local Trust Committee immediately adopted bylaws
which it defended in court. These protective bylaws permit
residential use of the forest designated lands only on rezoning.
They guide development away from sensitive areas and water
recharge areas, and most importantly, recognise the voice of the
people in development and roadbuilding on their doorstep.
With a decision of the Appeal Court pending, the provincial

government seems to have entered into an informal deal with
developers in which they would gain finalized subdivisions along
a new road. The road would also serve a park which had been
purchased by the government without any road access.
But no houses could be built on the subdivided lots unless the
Local Trust Committee lost the court case. When the LTC won in
the Court of Appeal, the three subdivisions had their lot lines
registered, but the developments did not comply with the bylaws
that had been thus confirmed. These bylaws required that the
lots could not be built upon without rezoning. The landowners
were not in favour.
When the current OCP was in the process of amendment to
offer development options, the Minister was warned by his staff
(as shown in available documentation) that the amended bylaw
would not result in road access to the park. The Ministry had no
money for expropriation. However, the Minister could not
intervene in the OCP process because the benefit to the
government would be too obvious.
So might there be a possibility of intervention later?

OCP Review Needed Now
Now that it is time for a desperately needed review of the
complete OCP, Galiano is told by the government that no
funding is available. Three subdivisions, totaling 1,000 acres,
including the one giving the partially completed road to the park,
have now been put in ‘Managed Forest’ with the management
plan written by another forest owner on Galiano. If this
‘Managed Forest’ comes under the Private Managed Forest
Land Act it will permit the three subdivisions a minimum of 100
houses to manage their forest lots. In this the people of Galiano
would have no voice.
The whole Trust mandate area is now threatened by the
PMFL Act. If any bylaw is adopted that would impact ‘Managed
Forest’, it must comply with the Act. A letter from Minister Bell
states that the Act does not provide for the intrusion of local
government, so the Islands Trust Act and its protections will be
overridden. The government seems sure of this; however case
law does not support their conviction.
The community is now told to review only the forest policies
of the OCP. If any bylaw results, forest landowners will be able to
implement the PMFL Act on Galiano Island. The nonPEOPLE’S VOICE, please turn to page 7
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production basis, or whether they should be set as absolute
limits for each ‘point source’ of GHG emissions. Obviously
absolute limits penalize a growing industry compared to a static
or shrinking industry. But ‘per unit’ caps permit the total
emissions to grow as production increases. And choosing an
acceptable baseline year is downright difficult.
But the real point is that if you are not actually trading GHG
credits, you don’t need caps. Without them, and with taxation
dependent on the absolute net tonnage of GHG from each
source, the obvious objective for each taxable entity is to reduce
GHG emissions to the minimum possible.
Isn’t that what we wanted? After all, the Kyoto targets were
not based in any way on what was possible, just what each
country was emitting at the time. And whether we are
attempting to meet them or not, we need the maximum
reduction that can be made, not just a reduction to arbitrary
‘caps’.

The GHG Tax

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

The following example demonstrates the principles of a simple
GHG tax which requires no caps to be set and no trading regime.
1. We will need credible means of measuring annual net GHG
production for each source. The measurement is in net tonnes of
CO2 equivalent (CO2e). This would apply to each source
geographically located in Canada, no matter what the nationality
of its owners. Call this figure Q.
2. The recent Stern report set the eventual economic cost to
the world of each tonne of CO2e at U$85 (C$100), so let’s use
that figure as a tax per tonne. Call this figure R for rate.
3. The annual GHG tax for each point source is $QxR. In
order to provide flexibility to ease the transition into payment of
GHG taxation (and possible effects on product pricing and share
values), the tax could be based on a five-year moving average,
and provision could also be made for its partial deferral (shown
on corporate books as long-term debt).
4. Each year the corporation must pay a set minimum
percentage of the cumulative deferred tax to Revenue Canada.
5. Interest on the deferred tax total would also be payable
each year, the interest rate to be set by Revenue Canada.

6. Taxes due but unpaid would be subject to the usual interest
and penalties applied by Revenue Canada.
This would set up a taxation regime which is simple,
predictable, and easy to understand, and provides clear and
strong incentives to reduce GHG emissions. The averaging and
deferral provisions give several clear options to deal with its
effect on the financial health of corporations and industries.
Corporations would be able to easily calculate the economics of
investments in technology to reduce emissions.
The same rate would apply to all emitters in Canada, and
need not vary by industry; there need be no caps, deductions, or
credits in the Canadian system.

Tar Sands Oil
To put this calculation into perspective, current net GHG
emissions from synthetic crude production from the tar sands
are reported to range between .10 tonnes CO2e per barrel (bbl)
for in-situ steam extraction to .13 tonnes CO2e/bbl for surface
mining/processing. This would result in taxation of say $10/bbl.
(Crude prices have recently ranged widely between $50 and
$75/bbl.)
Technological improvements, such as sequestration (reinjection of CO2 deep below ground) have the potential to
reduce these levels significantly. The deferral provision would
give time for each operation to reduce its multi-year average
emissions through technological innovation; in other words,
time for the incentives inherent in this system to work.

Equity and Fairness
This simple approach avoids inequities in charging industry for
its use of the atmospheric commons. The target in every case is
zero GHG emissions; again, there are no caps, deductions, or
credits. The rate applied is the same for all emitters. The
averaging and deferral provisions provide options which can be
used to compensate for differing levels of flexibility in product
pricing and cash flows, particularly during the early years of
implementation. Finally, it is relatively easy for corporations to
calculate whether investments in GHG reduction are
worthwhile over both the short and long terms. 

Any child who will be five (5) years of age on or
before December 31, 2007 (born in 2002) should
register for the 2007/2008 school year in the school
office February 26 to March 1, 2007.
Galiano Community School
(February 26, 27 & 28 only)
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Please bring your child’s immunization records with you.

Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Saturna Elementary School
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Parents or Guardians:
Please bring with you verification of the child’s birth
date and citizenship status (birth certificate, passport
or Landed Immigrant authorization) and Care Card.

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
affodils are just about to burst out of
their green buds and into blossom. The
Campbells and the Jones have lambs.
The grass is looking sturdy and filling in. Sam
Peramaki has garlic plants six inches high and
the mud is getting good and gushy!
Islander Jane Dixon-Warren took the train
from Winnipeg to Churchill with her
granddaughter to see the Northern lights and
the constellations and maybe a polar bear. She
reports that with wind-chill the temperature is
-50ºC! Mercy! Bearing that fact in mind, mud
looks appealing!

D

Snowdrops Galore
The Campbells' garden has two varieties of
snowdrops which Lorraine digs up and sells as
a fundraiser for the Women’s Club—Gulf
Islands’ gardens and orchards are full of them,
cultivated and gone wild. I discovered that the
small ones are native to England and the larger
ones are native to Turkey and were collected in
the 1800s. There are over 700 varieties of
snowdrops.

Cassenti Players
On February 7, Karen Muntean, president of
Saturna Arts and Concerts Society, introduced
the Cassenti Players with guest artist Gary Few
on the trumpet. The concert took place in the
Community Hall with no amplification and
many compliments from the musicians. Mrs
Thomson’s upright piano, donated many years
ago to the hall by her daughter Lorraine
Campbell, had been tuned that morning.
Several people commented that the piano
did us proud as Jane Hayes’ hands flew over
the keys producing gorgeous sounds.
Bassoonist and long-time respected musician,
George Zukerman assembled this all-star cast
of ten musicians. Mr Zukerman and others
have played here before as the Borealis Quartet.
Zukerman said, ‘I have wanted to put this
program together for nearly fifty years! It is
such an unusual combination of instruments,
and it just isn’t that easy to assemble such a
disparate ensemble at the same time and same
place. As a result, the works on tonight’s
program are seldom heard in public
performance.’
Not only was the combination of
instruments unusual, and the music rarely
performed but also the instruments the
Borealis Quartet members were playing—two
violins, a viola and a cello—were off the chart!
Last year the Borealis Quartet played in
Taiwan. They made a great impression and
were invited to play instruments from a
government-owned collection. The Taiwanese
were so delighted with the results that they
allowed them to take the four instruments—
from the 1720s—on tour.
Usually about two-thirds through a classical
music performance I take a little power nap, or
at least my attention wanders. I was riveted the
entire time for this one. The musicians are so
good, the music chosen so entertaining, and the
range of instruments brought many surprises
as they joined in and fell silent.
Mr Zukerman commands much respect and
enjoyment among the Cassenti players. Many
of the musicians had auditioned for him as
budding young professionals. All the musicians
were powerful professionals in their own right
and obviously enjoyed being with each other
and making such wonderful music. Due to
various logistics, only a few tour venues heard
the whole performance as conceived by Mr
Zukerman. You had to be there!

Plentiful Celebrations of the
Heart
Valentine’s Day was well celebrated on
Saturna! The café held a Night for Lovers, the
Pub held a Night for the Single and
Disenchanted. Saturday night, the Rec Centre
marketing team held a full-on Valentine’s

Dinner and Dance for everyone in whatever
stage of relationship and the bridge club held a
Valentine’s dinner at the community hall.
Somehow you would think we would have
more kids on this Island with all this
Valentine’s interest!

Winter Cove & Narvaez Bay
Proposals
On February 11, park and community planning
coordinator Carolyn Stewart, with the
assistance of Francine Burdette and Todd
Shannon, held a Parks Canada open house at
the Rec Centre. First draft proposals for Winter
Cove and Narvaez Bay were presented. Carolyn
Stewart has been successful in including the
Saturna community early in discussions.
Somebody once told me about a high-school
principal who, when he wanted to get a big
turnout of parents, would put condoms on the
agenda. The Winter Cove boat ramp is just such
a motherhood issue for Saturna! The 19-page
Parks’ report contained references to our boat
ramp and its possible removal or relocation. A
cross-section of seventy community members
attended to hear Parks Canada explain
proposals to limit or change the established use
of the boat launch ramp. It was clear to all
concerned that the boat launch is a valued part
of Saturna’s community assets!
Another major issue under discussion is
whether to include walk-in wilderness
campsites and where to site them in keeping
with ecological integrity, community wishes
and First Nation history. Many speakers
pointed out that Winter Cove is a magnificent
asset and that camping would bring a huge
increase in traffic on top of its day-use function
for mariners, locals and visitors.

Act to protect heritage lighthouses tabled
Bill S-220, an Act to protect heritage
lighthouses, was tabled in the House of
Commons the week of February 5, after passing
third reading in the Senate in December 2006.
This Private Senator’s Bill, sponsored by BC
Senator Pat Carney, would prevent heritage
lighthouses that fall under federal jurisdiction
from being altered, sold or destroyed without
public consultation. It will also require that
existing lighthouses with heritage designation,
and the stations at which they are located, be

reasonably maintained.
Canada has 583 surviving lighthouses,
many of which are disintegrating and in danger
of disappearing. In British Columbia, only nine
of the province’s 52 lightstations are currently
designated as protected heritage buildings, but
under current legislation even these buildings
are decaying.
People on both coasts care deeply about our
lightstations. Without the protection of Bill S220, we risk losing them, says Carney. 

Mental health and addiction website
A comprehensive new website will give
Vancouver Island residents one-stop access to
information on mental health and addictions
services available within the Vancouver Island
Health Authority, says VIHA CEO Howard
Waldner. The new website is a valuable new
tool for residents and health professionals.
Speaking to the VIHA Board of Directors at
its meeting in Nanaimo, Waldner said ‘visitors
to the website can learn about the range of
services VIHA provides from drop-in

addictions counseling, to urgent mental health
services, to rehabilitation and housing.’
The website provides a comprehensive
listing of VIHA services by location, from
Victoria and the Gulf Islands to Tofino and Port
Hardy. It also connects to crisis and
information lines, a community resource
directory and recommended websites.
The new website can be found at
www.viha.ca/mhas. 

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ecological Learning Centre

Ark Solar Products Ltd.

Islanders have caught principal/teacher Steve
Dunsmuir’s enthusiasm for creating an
ecological education centre. Many tasks to turn
this vision into a reality are being eagerly taken
on by people sharing his interest and passion.
Contact Steve, who has a list of items and
directions that could probably use your
inspired interest. Our school district has
expressed interest—this would be a wonderful
creation and asset to our community at so
many levels.

#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

www.islandstrust.bc.ca
information@islandstrust.bc.ca

Saturna Phone Book
Len Digance has finished working on his fifth
and last Saturna telephone book. A word to the
wise from Len, ‘volunteering on the Island can
become a job for life if you are not careful!’ This
year Len plans to spend September to
November (the 2-1⁄2 months of dedicated
effort, that it takes to do the phone book) in his
potting studio instead of glued to the computer
screen.
The Saturna Island Tourism Association,
publisher of the phonebook and The Scribbler,
our Saturna magazine, will take it over next
year. The book is a useful catalogue of the local
resources—filled with interesting facts,
government numbers, frequently called
numbers, everybody’s numbers and the
financial engine—yellow page advertisements.
The 2007 edition contains Bakhshish Gill’s
‘Saturna Pioneers Place of Worship.’ It is on
sale and any profits go to our school. The phone
book is another area of pride for Saturna
Islanders working together.
The Local Community Trust has postponed a
quarterly meeting to give the Advisory Planning
Committee time to have a meeting. They would
like input from the APC before they proceed. The
Saturna APC for 2007 is John Gaines, John
Money, Harvey Janszen, Joan Combes, Michel
Bourassa, and Jon Guy. Thanks to the good
efforts of Dave Curwen, who has resigned
because he is moving away. 

MILL BAY FERRY from page 1
cost. Under the Act, BC Ferries maintains responsibility for the long-term delivery of ferry services
on the route, regardless of who provides the service. The Request for Proposals will close on June
15, 2007. BC Ferries expects to make a decision whether to proceed with an alternative service
provider for the Brentwood Bay–Mill Bay route by the end of the year. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Islands Trust has recently updated its ecosystem mapping for
North Pender Island and the Islands Trust is encouraging public
review of this mapping. An information meeting and open house will
be held by the Islands Trust in order to provide an opportunity for
anyone wishing to ask questions and make comments on the
mapping.
Islands Trust staff and local trustees will be at the meeting to present
background on the mapping and to facilitate discussion. For those
unable to attend the meeting, you can review the map on the Islands
Trust website (www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/np/projects.cfm) or at the
Trustee office at the Driftwood Centre after February 19th.

PUBLIC MEETING:
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

Saturday February 24, 2007
11:00 a.m
Anglican Parish Hall

Please submit any comments on the ecosystem mapping to:
Ardice Todosichuk
Ecosystem Protection Specialist
Trust Fund Board
Email: atodosichuk@islandstrust.bc.ca
Fax: 250-405-5155
Please be as specific as possible with any comments and include the
legal description of the property if possible. Please submit any
comments by March 9, 2007.

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Editorial: ‘Net Zero’
t seems that this newspaper has been publishing articles
about global climate change for as long as we can remember.
We’re delighted at the way our governments have suddenly
caught up to us, and our readers.
We enthusiastically applaud the announcement of ambitious
GHG emissions targets and the unexpected new expressions of
belief. But we’re concerned that the hasty adoption of ‘best
practices’ from elsewhere will not do the job for Canada or its
provinces.

I
14,500 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies delivered to
Southern Islands’ households

6,000 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney,Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo & Horseshoe Bay

It Depends on Us
The recent report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change projected, most responsibly, several ranges of global
temperature increases and sea level rises which depended on
alternative scenarios of governmental, corporate, and human
behaviours. These scenarios ranged from the utopian immediate
achievement of a standstill in GHG emissions, to the
unthinkable, their continuing and accelerating growth.
Combined with the possibility that some of the physical
effects of climate change might themselves accelerate global
warming, there seems to be no alternative but to aim for the
standstill situation. This is the only way we could possibly come
close to achieving the best of the IPCC’s projected outcomes.
The IPCC projections make it clear that, in order to achieve
long-term atmospheric stability, we must aim at zero net
emissions from as many human activities as we can. BC’s
Premier Gordon Campbell, in his throne speech last Tuesday,

www.islandtides.com

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.40
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $26.50
International Subs: $60.00 • Free online in PDF format

www.islandtides.com
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Last Remaining Health Advisory
Committee Addresses Hazard of Falls
Dear Editor:
I enjoyed the ‘Penderlings’ letter (January 25 edition) and its
reflection of the whimsical side of our nature. However, I
especially appreciated your editorial note following Jim’s letter
affirming the Tides’ commitment to also bring forward serious
issues that affect us locally, provincially and globally. That I
believe is the heart of the paper.
One of the local issues that I believe many readers would
welcome more reporting on is the challenges of providing
adequate health care for Gulf Island residents and visitors. As a
director of the Pender Islands Health Care Society and co-chair
of the Southern Gulf Islands Community Health Advisory
Committee I would be happy to provide an occasional article on
a current health issue. The Advisory Committee is the last
remaining community-based advisory body in the whole of the
Vancouver Island region (most of the others were disbanded
with the reorganization of the health authorities in 2001).
The Advisory Committee (with equal representation from all
the SGI) is currently developing a prevention campaign to
address the hazard of falls in the Gulf Islands. We have the
highest rate of deaths from falls in the entire Vancouver Island
region and are 97% above the provincial rate. Mike Harcourt’s
tragic accident is well known. Just weeks ago a prominent
Pender artist fell at home and is now recovering in G F Strong.
This is just one issue that might merit attention.
I will send along a copy of the Advisory Committee’s brief we
will be presenting at the Provincial Health Forum on March 10
in Victoria.
Paul Petrie, South Pender

Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement Worse Than Coal
Dear Editor:
Everyone is praising the Liberal’s new coat of green paint, as
though the two proposed coal-fired power plants have already
received a final stake through the heart.
However there is a large problem—a problem so huge that
letting two dirty coal-plants be built in BC is just the tip of the
iceberg. The problem is the Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement, better known as TILMA.
An even bigger problem is that Gordon Campbell knows
damn well that he has little power to implement the wonderfulsounding things he outlined in the Throne Speech. His newfound greenness rings hollow and insincere in the face of
TILMA, which he quietly signed, without public or legislative
review, in April 2006.
If you haven’t heard of TILMA, it is to BC what Measure 37
was to Oregon two years ago—in effect, a ‘harmonization’ of
regulations between BC and Alberta, with emphasis on
protecting property rights of investors. But unlike Oregon’s
Measure 37, TILMA was made law without public or legislative
input. At least the citizens of Oregon got suckered by an
expensive, big-business initiative campaign, instead of being
quietly ignored, as with TILMA!
Under Oregon’s Measure 37, an owner of property in the
middle of suburbia can decide they want to put a pig farm there.
If the local zoning laws preclude this—as they should—the
property owner can file a claim to be compensated for the value
of the ‘taking’ of his proposed use of the land, and the jurisdiction
must either pay up, or allow the pig farm. Oregon courts are
currently clogged with some 7,000 such claims involving over

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FO R WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE
Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
888-546-9663 • www.linwoodhomes.com

Carbon Credits Don’t Cut It
Yet our targets, and our current ‘best practices’ aim only to slow
the growth of emissions, and not arrest it. They assume the
continued growth of the world’s economy, and particularly our
economy. The recent report by Sir Nicholas Stern attempted to
reconcile the impact on today’s economy of meeting GHG
targets (modest) with the impact on the economy of the future if
we don’t meet them (massive).
The European Union has set ‘caps’ on the amount of
greenhouse gases that may be emitted by industrial enterprises.
These constitute continuing licenses to emit. Buying ‘carbon
credits’ from elsewhere doesn’t help; all that proves is that the
enterprise you bought them from claims to be able to get closer
to ‘Net Zero’ than the government that set the ‘caps’ thought they
could.
Rather than setting ‘caps’ that reflect what present
technology might achieve, we will have to seriously question
whether some alternative means exist which can approach ‘Net
Zero.’ Some activities, such as crossing oceans, are going to
prove particularly difficult to tackle; airlines in particular will
require incredible technological innovation to reduce emissions.
All the more reason why we must aim for ‘Net Zero’ now, in
every possible activity. 

Readers’ Letters
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showed he understood this, pledging ‘Net Zero’ GHG emissions
from electrical production, landfills, truck stops, container ports,
trees, and the government. A good start.

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

half a million acres, according to a study by The Institute of
Portland Metropolitan Studies, at Portland State University.
TILMA could be interpreted similarly. It has the potential to
gut the authority of Islands Trust, the Agricultural Land
Commission, and Regional Districts and local governments
throughout BC. One could envision the opposite of the situation
above, where an Albertan developer chooses to put four houses
per acre in the middle of prime BC farmland—or collect $5
million for not doing so, as decided by an extra-judicial tribunal
of his investor-class peers.
I imagine that once TILMA quietly goes into effect on (you’re
ready for this?) April Fools Day, the two proposed coal-fired
power plants will be revived, with the BC government saying,
‘Sorry, our hands are tied by this here piece of paper!’ It says it
right there in Article 5, Paragraph 2: ‘Parties shall not establish
new standards or regulations that operate to restrict or impair
trade, investment, or labour mobility.’ I’ll bet the lawyers at
Compliance Power Corporation and AESWapiti Energy
Corporation (contractors for the two proposed coal-fired plants)
are already thumbing through their briefs.
American voters in five western states wisely defeated
TILMA-like initiatives last November, with only Arizona joining
Oregon in relinquishing regulation in favor of investment.
Shouldn’t BC voters have the same opportunity?
Jan Steinman, Salt Spring Island

TILMA Debate Missing

Dear Editor:
TILMA is passing into law without opposition party
involvement, parliamentary debate, media attention by major
newspapers, environmental group alarm or municipal interest,
or coverage on ‘X-Country Check Up’ (Where is Rex Murphy?
We need to ask CBC asking why TILMA is so ignored.)
Thanks to the Gabriola citizens who sent a letter to our
council, as they did to all others in the province.
I have finally resorted to exploring the possibility of a class
action suit in regard to TILMA. This website gives information:
http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/C/96050_01.htm. Any
good lawyers out there?
The Council of Canadians/Canadian Labour Council
/Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives is having a ‘teach-in’
called ‘Integrate This! Challenging the Security and Prosperity
Partnership of North America,’ on March 30-April 1.
Information available at www.integratethis.ca; I hope the event
covers TILMA. April 1st will be quite a wake-up call!
Sharon Lawrence, Central Saanich

An Obligation For Community Process
Dear Editor:
At the February 7 Galiano Island Local Trust Committee
meeting, a delegation which I led cited the Local Government
Act (which governs the operation of LTCs), which makes it clear
that communities have the right to an adequate examination of
any issue before amending an Official Community Plan. The
current approach to changing the permitted use in the F1 forest
zone, adopted by the Galiano’s trustees, seems designed to deny
that discussion.
A year ago, the LTC welcomed funding from the Minister to
assess community interest in a facilitated review of forest policy.
Not only did the public demonstrate its interest, but a broad
collaboration designed a process for full participation and
documentation of community thought on forest policy change.
It is interesting to me that the Local Trustees halted this
process just as it was about to get underway. Where has Phase 2
LETTERS please turn to next page

SPONSOR A "PAYPHONE LADY"
• Empower women in East Africa
to start their own micro-businesses
selling cell phone airtime to
the public.
• Your donation of C$97.72 sponsors
a woman with a mobile phone, a
Visit
sim card, airtime, promotional
www.globaltext.ca
materials and training on how to
run her phone business.
Tel: 1-250-592-5376
Toll Free: 1-866-592-3627 • Tax receipt available upon request.

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Saturday, February 24

Saturday, March 10

Pender Islands Children’s Festival—entertainment, music,
song, storytelling and dancing; crafts, Dad & I Pancake Breakfast;
lots of things to do! • Community Hall • 10am–4pm • Admission
by donation • Info: 629-3669 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Embrace Your Creative Self! Creativity Workshop—enjoy
word play, mapping, collage, songs and gentle movement in a
friendly atmosphere with Mary Ann Moore (offered monthly) •
Mid-Island Healing Centre, 4-321 Wesley Street • 1–4 pm • Cost:
$25, pre-registration required • Info: Mary Ann Moore 250-7292630, creativity@maryannmoore.ca, www.maryannmoore.ca • IN
NANAIMO

Fri & Sat, March 2 & 3
Victoria Sewing and Crafts Show—over 75 seminars daily,
exhibits, demonstrations, celebrity speakers, prizes, stage shows,
shop-til-you-drop • Victoria Conference Centre • 9am–6pm daily
• 2-day pass: $10 • Info: call 1-888-245-6777 or see website at
www.sewingandcraftsshow.com • IN VICTORIA

Friday, March 9
Galiano
Voices
Fundraiser
&
Gathering—see ‘Unless the Eye Catch
Fire’ by P.K. Page, a one woman play
performed by Romany Miller; opening set of
original roots music by Sue Turner
with Greg and Diane Gammon • Galiano
South Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $15 @ Galiano
Island Books or Pam 250-539-3322 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Fri to Sun, March 9 to 11
12th Annual Garden Festival—plants, exhibits, speakers,
children’s workshops, garden advice, live music, art, gifts, draws
• Beban Park • FRI: 1–6pm, wine tasting: 6:30–9:30pm; SAT &
SUN: 9:30am–5pm • Admission: $5 @ door, under 12 free with
adult • Info: 250-751-1040 or www.cvibgs.org • IN NANAIMO

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!
islandtides@islandtides.com
LETTERS from previous page
gone? The Trust hired the same consultants who had been
assessed by Trust staff eight months earlier as vulnerable to
allegations of conflict of interest or bias. Was staff really
surprised when these consultants attracted that predicted
criticism and then resigned?
But what suddenly changed the local trustees’ mind about the
whole consultative process? We witnessed the crocodile tears of
trustees as they announced public consultation could not
continue; that it was time for prescription. ‘No one wanted the
facilitation more than me,’ we heard. ‘It is the community’s fault’.
In fact it was the local trustees and no one else who halted the
project. I must have missed how they scrapped the public’s express
desire to examine forest policy before amending the Community
Plan. I can’t recall what irreparable flaw they found in the work
plan to review forest policy. I do remember that the LTC itself was
asked to chair sessions as a low cost and efficient answer to the
facilitator gap; but I don’t remember any response.
Instead, this Trust Committee intends to ‘receive input’ on its
own proposed amendment to a regulation. It wants to change a
permitted use in a zone. There is no policy justification. The plan
describes two meetings, each consisting of five hours, ‘to receive
input.’ No time is set aside for discussion, explanation or creative
problem solving. No time is set aside to understand policy, or
even each other. It is not even clear that the Trustees will allow
questions or correct mistaken statements. The four-page mailout failed to mention policy, or even the word ‘policy,’ except to
identify a stumbling block in transportation policy ‘o’.
It does mention the Information Team, who gathered
background for a policy review. But there is to be no policy
review. I submit that the work of the Information Team is now
being used to dress up a sham—a passive process ‘to receive
input’ is not a policy review. I also submit that the LTC is
treading on very thin ice to consider amending the OCP without
a policy review involving sufficient public participation.
But it does save time. Why was it so necessary to cut short
plans for a policy review? Who is behind the big rush in changing
the F1 zoning regulation? Campaign promise? But trustees also
have an oath of office….
But it’s simple, isn’t it—one dwelling per F1 lot? Let’s look at
the beneficiaries to one dwelling per F1 lot. It’s not the Forest lot
owners who have already built more than one house, or who
operate an industrial business. How about the all those F1 lots
co-owned by several partners: are they going to be happy with
just one house on just one lot? Of course not; they will want
more. And what F1 owner of a full District Lot will feel his one

21st Annual Pacific Rim Whale Festival—
celebrate the northward migration of 22,000
Gray whales, 70+ events for all ages: whale
watching, marine life exploration, children’s
fairs, Nuu–chah–nulth tradition-honouring
activities, westcoast art and culinary
showcase, sponsored by Pacific Rim National
Park Reserve and communities of Ucluelet and
Tofino • On the waters and shores of Tofino and
Ucluelet • Info and calendar: www.pacificrimwhalefestival.org,
250-725-4426 • IN TOFINO, UCLUELET & PACIFIC RIM
NATIONAL PARK

Friday, March 23
STILL—Explore the colours of life during an
emotionally
charged
dance/sound/art
performance that delves into the depths of
Susanna Hood’s soul, (Crimson Coast Dance
Society is also presenting workshops with
Susanna: adults March 16, 6–8pm, March
17/18, 10–4pm; students, March 19/20, 1–4pm)
• Performance Malaspina Theatre • 7:30pm •
Tickets: $14–$18 • Info, workshop details and registration 250716-3230, www.crimsoncoast.org • IN NANAIMO

house is equitable with the one on the smallest lots. Already one
DL owner has established a building strata with legal F1 zoned
lots that are perhaps 750 square feet in area. Now there’s a
density!
So who would be pleased? I think it is the owners of small F1
lots: (Those properties subdivided by MOT, regardless of our
bylaws, into a 20-acre density before the Appeal Court victory
put an end to it.).
According to the trustees’ mail-out, 60 of the 96 ‘permitted’
dwellings—nearly two-thirds—would be on lots less than 50
acres. Our OCP policy makes clear community acceptance of 50
acres as the minimum size for forestry.
The distinction between Forest and Residential vanishes with
one wave of the magic wand. Whoops! That’s policy. What was I
thinking?
F1 owners would gain a dwelling without giving any forward
planning to the community. And what would they gain? An
increase in value per lot of maybe a quarter of a million dollars?
Probably more.
So let’s see…that’s 96 x $250,000. It’s maybe a $24 million
giveaway by the Galiano community. Quite the hot deal! And
just 20 months left before the trustees term of office ends.
Never mind that we’re left with no security for forests, public
roads, beach access, no end to pressure for more development
and no idea of possible Private Managed Forest Land
subterfuges in the works.
Hmmm. Heal the community? Some prescription. Some
doctor.
Carolyn Canfield, Galiano 

CRD releases more sewage
treatment reports
Two technical discussion papers focusing on technology
assessment and construction timetables for wastewater
treatment plants were released on February 14 by the CRD.
These third and fourth discussion papers, part of a series of
eight, have been commissioned as the CRD develops its
wastewater strategy. Other papers deal with topics such as
option development, design criteria and biosolids management.
The wastewater plan is expected to be completed by the end of
June 2007. It will then be sent to the provincial government for
approval, and will provide the basis for a long-term solution for
sewage treatment.
All reports are available: www.crd.bc.ca. 

  
,/"
+1 -/" -¶

SAFE TO DRINK?

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

• Eco-friendly &
Energy Efficient
• Unique, versatile
& aesthetically
pleasing
• Earthquake &
Hurricane
Resistant
• Simple & Quick
to Erect
• Cost Effective

Sat, March 17 to Sun, March 25

WELL WATER

250-656-1334

Our domes are ideal for healthy
homes, inspiring studios, yoga centres
and tourist or recreational lodges.

Saturna Island Community Club presents
‘Swing Shift Big Band Dance’—commemorating
the 1st dance at Saturna Community Hall, with Salt
Spring’s ‘Swing Shift’ 17-piece orchestra, vocalist Sue
Newman and swing tap dancer Wes Knapp; cash bar,
light food • Community Hall • 8–11pm • Tickets: $15
in advance /$20 @ the door • Info: Paul White
jazzbeau@telus.net or 250-539-9883 • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

IS YOUR

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

Why wait? Build green now!
CANADIAN WOODEN DOMES

Saturday, March 17

Monday to Friday, March 5 to 9
Screening Mammography Program of BC Mobile Van
Visit—book your free screening mammogram today (no referral
required for eligible women 40–79); on Pender Island in the fall •
Salt Spring Island Courthouse • Info or to book an appt: 1-800663-9203; www.bccancer.bc.ca/breastscreening or 1-800-6639203 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND
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For information:1-877-982-3322

www.canadianwoodendomes.ca
VISIT A FINISHED LODGE AT:
WWW.DomeQuixote.COM

ONE LEASE SPACE AT HOPE BAY
Oceanfront
Oceanfront
prof
essional space
professional
on Pender
Pender Island.

Call for
es:
for info
info on our reasonable
reasonable rat
rates:
250.629.6490
yrising.com
ising.com
250.629.6490 or email info@hopeba
info@hopebayr

ROCK & GEM
SHOW 2007
March 16, 17 & 18
Leonardo Da Vinci Centre
195 Bay Street Victoria, BC

A learning experience for the whole family
Golden Anniversary Display of Members’ Work • Dealers
from Western Canada • Gold Panning • Precious Stone
Display • Silent Auction • Special Activities for Children •
Free Gold Nugget Raffle Door Prize • And Much More!

Fri 1–9pm • Sat 10am–6pm • Sun 10am–4pm
Adults $5 • Seniors / Students $4
Family (4) $10 • Kids 6 & under free

Details at: www.islandnet.com/~VLMS
Sponsored by Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shaw.ca

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)
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• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.
Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
View over 100 plans at:
(250) 720-2270
www.nelson-homes.com Fax:
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca
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Save property taxes and
protect the environment

Grow your wealth
right here at home.
4.00%
90 DAY

CONVERTIBLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

This year property assessments in the Southern Gulf Islands
rose by an average 15.5% according to Brian Hawkins, Capital
Area Assessor with BC Assessment. Pender Island waterfront
acreages were up by an average 42%. Meanwhile, Salt Spring
assessments have begun to level off.
Recognizing that landowners, faced with high property taxes,
are more likely to develop or log their properties to pay their
bills, the Islands Trust developed the Natural Area Protection
Tax Exemption Program (NAPTEP). Launched in 2005,
NAPTEP rewards landowners with a 65% property tax
reduction on the portion of their land protected by a
conservation covenant.
NAPTEP participants report saving $1,300 to $3,700
annually on their property taxes and protecting areas ranging in
size from 1.8 hectares (4.4 acres) to 23.7 hectares (58.5 acres).
‘NAPTEP provided the incentive I needed to protect my
land,’ says Salt Spring Island property owner Ilse Leader. ‘I
recouped the costs of entering the program in the first year.’
Leader recommends the program adding, ‘the primary
intention of NAPTEP is protecting land with high ecological
values.’
The Islands Trust Fund is now accepting NAPTEP
applications from landowners wishing to start reducing their
taxes in 2008. To be eligible for the program, properties must be
in the Southern Gulf Islands or Gambier Island Local Trust Area
and must have high ecological value. The 2007 deadline for
application to the Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption
Program is April 1. 
ORCAS from page 1
Atmospheric Administration declared the SRKW’s
‘endangered’, and now it is attempting to determine the habitat
range that must be protected to ensure their survival.
‘The coast of Central California is obviously within the SRKW
habitat range’ says Balcomb, ‘and the salmon stocks from the
Sacramento and San Juaquin river systems are among their
prey.’ Fish scale sampling in other regions following predation
by the whales has revealed that chinook salmon are preferred,
though other species are taken at times.
The recent forecast for harvest of chinook salmon totaled
about 600,000 south of Eureka, 30,000 north of Eureka to
southern Oregon, and 300,000 from southern Oregon to the
Canada border,’ explains Balcomb. ‘That adds up to a lot of fish,
and a lot of money for fishermen, but we must keep in mind that
the orcas need salmon, too. They are the ‘competition,’ but they
cannot be blamed for fish population declines. In the natural
scheme of things they consume a small percentage of the
available prey population, and then move on.’
According to Balcomb, the sighting and photodocumentation of orcas off San Francisco demonstrates at least
three important things: 1) SRKW seasonal habitat usage now
regularly includes the coast of California; 2) it indicates the
presence of significant numbers of chinook salmon off the coast
of California; and 3) the young mother photographed has
successfully reared her calf for a third year, giving some hope
that the SRKW population can increase again if there is enough
food. ‘The whales are not pets,’ says Balcomb, ‘but like pets, you
cannot keep them if you don’t feed them.’
‘Orcas are probably better known than any other marine
mammal,’ adds Balcomb, ‘and we are seeking the public’s help
with sightings and photographs anywhere along the Pacific
coast to better document their habitat range.’
In the coming months, prior to the resident orcas return to
the Pacific Northwest, experts from the Center for Whale
Research will be travelling the coast of Oregon and northern
California in search of the whales as they move north. To aid in
their search, the Center for Whale Research is asking for the
public’s help. Please report orca whale sightings by calling tollfree 1-(866)-ORCANET (672-2638). 

A premium rate,
convertible at any time.

4.00%
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NON-REDEEMABLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

An outstanding rate
and security.

4.00%
5 YEAR

STEP-UP
TERM DEPOSIT*

Step up to a great rate
right from year 1.

When you invest with Island Savings, you’re building a better future – for
yourself and for the Islands we call home.
Better yet, with these special term deposit rates, you get the choice,
flexibility and security* you want in a powerful investment. One that’s also
RRSP-eligible. Take advantage of these limited time rates – and see for
yourself why it’s good to be here.

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

* Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defined by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation. Interest rates subject to change without notice.

BRENTWOOD 544-4041
LADYSMITH 245-0456

CEDAR 722-7073

CHEMAINUS 246-3273

LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631

SHAWNIGAN 743-5395

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON 385-4728

MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476

WEST SHORE 474-7262

ADVERTISE WITH US!

MILL BAY 743-5534

WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070

DUNCAN 746-4171

SALT SPRING 537-5587

www.ISCU.com

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525.0 0
Mention this ad and
get 10% off
monthly rentals.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

SIDNEYCARS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

MOVED
HOMES
40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

HYDRO POWER OFF?

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Don’t Be Left in the Dark

ISLAND
MARINE

FOR SALE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

$ 349,999

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters

250-217-4488

PEOPLE’S VOICE from page 2
conforming subdivision and its two
hangers-on will have more density
than they started with and the
government will no longer be
pressured for compensation.

Phase One
The
community
members,
beavering away on Phase One of the
Forest Policies review, believed they
could achieve commendable results
without waking the elephant in the
room (the PMFL Act) at every
meeting,. But the Act could give the
three subdivisions, including the
road to the park, their 100 houses.
The Minister of Community
Services granted money for a
facilitator, and the community
worked in meetings of 100 or so all
summer, with energy flowing, to
review Forest Policies. There are
examples now of successful efforts
by local governments of bringing
development of forest land,
conservation, and community needs
together in mutual benefit.
It has also become usual now,
where a change of land use will
result in considerable profit, to offer
an amenity. The City of Vancouver
suggests the amenity should be in
proportion to the profit to be made.

Phase Two Cancelled
Suddenly the process was halted.
The Manager of Regional Planning
announced there was no money for
the continuation of the Forest
policies review, and there would be
no money, time or staff for a full
OCP review within the foreseeable
future. Instead, the LTC was advised
to hold two marathon meetings with
organised exercise breaks!
The single issue chosen by the

baseboards, trim, tubs, fixtures,
doors, windows, bricks and so
much more! sydsdemosalvage.com,
250-381-1141

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

COASTAL POWER
INSTALLS
GENERATORS

MARINE

Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

1-250-744-6842

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
EDUCATION
Maple and Oak select flooring Long
2-1/4 and 3-1/4 fir flooring.
FREE
Furniture builders wood. Heritage

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Privacy and more. 2 Bedrooms +
den/office; 2 bathrooms; Family
room-$1175. Spectacular views
from almost every window are
yours in this spacious 2 +
bedroom home. The large lower
area might be used as a studio/
office/family
room-$1300.
Spacious and bright 2-bedroom,
2-bathroom home. Short walk to
ocean beach-$900. Large 3bedroom, 2-bathroom, fully
furnished home- $1000.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

only

.95
39
for cars

$

If you are looking for Salt Spring
Real Estate you should use the
Ultimate
Property
Search
www.escapetosaltspring.com
Scott Simmons Sutton Westcan
Realty

House & Cottage Rentals

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

REAL ESTATE

Custom 2005 home with
vaulted ceilings.
Rare serene acreage on
beautiful Thetis Island.
Gulf Island lifestyle without
traffic, development and
larger island prices!

www.joesquire.com
1-778-838-7554

LTC for community input is an LTC
resolution that forest owners should
be permitted a residence to a parcel.
This will give the developers the
density they want, let the
government off the hook, and give
the community no benefit
whatsoever. But there is no mention
of such development in the
information given out, and no maps.
A discerning reader might think
there is something wrong with all
this.
Galiano residents also know
nothing of another deal with the
provincial
Parks
Ministry,
apparently in the making: to transfer
forest land to Parks for a staging area
for Bodega Ridge Park. A parking lot
for 100 cars, apparently in the
watershed, will be served by the
narrow main road. Only a disclosure
of the Park Management Plan will
satisfy the people’s right to know.

Need: Truth and
Transparency
Galiano should be permitted a full
OCP review with all the information
needed. The Minister of Community
Services might apply unused grant
money
to
employing
an
environmental planner for a short
term to assemble the people’s ideas
(including those of vested interests)
in an environmental design the
Trust can be proud of. And if the
owner of the subdivision providing
the built portion of the road to the
Park could modify its sprawling size
with green space while enjoying his
profit, everyone would benefit.
Galiano needs an OCP review
based on Truth and Transparency.
And the people’s right to know. 

• Commercial Units
• Home Stand-Bys
• Sales, Service, Parts
AUTHORIZED
SERVICE DEALER
for

COASTAL POWER
SERVICE LTD.
CALL 250-383-2536

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288
Servicing the Gulf Islands

FOR SALE
All in excellent condition. Washer:
Frigidaire, white, 4 years old, $250.
Dryer: Inglis 2-cycle, apartment
size, $50. Kitchen range: Frigidaire,
white, 2 years old, $250.
twoleos@gulfislands.com, 250-5393572 or 604-873-6602

Online art show launched
The Islands Institute, an online
community (see ad above), has
launched a new online exhibition,
eARTh, in their virtual gallery. The
show features the work of five
environmental artists, including
works by Salt Spring’s Diana Lynn
Thompson, internationally renowned
artists Agnes Denes and Patricia
Johanson, and emerging artists Brian
Collier and Deborah Yaffe.
The exhibit invites viewers to pay
attention, to engage more deeply, to
see the world with new eyes, and to
approach the environment in new
ways. The five artists have significantly
diverse approaches to environmental
art. Some work with the landscape—
the show features one of Patricia
Johanson’s designs for a sewer-parksculpture that is over 300 acres! Brian
Collier, in contrast, focuses attention
on objects so small that they go

unnoticed.
Curated by Dr Colette Palamar,
eARTh is based on a show originating
at Antioch College’s Herndon Gallery.
Palamar holds degrees in both art and
environmental philosophy and says, ‘I
spent years in graduate school
investigating
human
ethical
responsibilities and obligations to
each other, to the organisms with
whom we share this world, to the land
itself, and to future generations of all
beings. This is what drives me—in my
own art and in my efforts to curate
exhibits that highlight environmental
issues.’
Palamar notes that in the online
gallery visitors will see an expanded
version of the original show,
incorporating new works. The gallery
also features a link to an online café
where visitors can discuss these
issues. 

Driving is not a part-time job
Canada’s home, car and business
insurers have launched a public
education campaign reminding
drivers to keep their eyes on the road
and avoid distractions while driving,
such as cellphones, PDAs, text
messaging, eating and setting up the
DVD player for the kids in the back
seat.
One alarming poll of Canadians
found that while 89% of respondents
were concerned about driver
distractions, an astonishing 60%
indicated they would not stop using
their cellphones when driving—even
when told that their cellphone use

makes them four times more likely to
be involved in a collision.
Mark Yakabuski, spokesperson for
the Insurance Bureau of Canada
comments, ‘This is not a young driver
problem, and it is not a cellphone
problem. Canadians need an attitude
shift away from the notion that driving
is a part-time job.
In tests ‘while novice drivers on
cellphones did perform poorly both on
and off the phone, we were surprised
that, in some respects, experienced
drivers drove as badly as beginners
while on the phone,’ said Yakabuski. 

HELP WANTED
BEACON COMMUNITY
SERVICES on Pender
Island requires Casual
Certified Community Health
Workers. Extensive related
experience as caregiver for
the elderly in homes or
facility settings considered in
lieu of certificate. A valid
driver’s licence and a reliable
vehicle are a must. Union
environment.
Please fax your resume to:
Barbara Butler
250-537-9969

ADVERTISE!
Give Your
Business a
Boost!
35,000 Readers
Gulf-wide for
as little
$12.75/week
(on a 6 month,
prepaid contract)

Call today!
250-629-3660
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Mel Topping
of Salt Spring Island, B.C.,
intends to make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10-year lease
for Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Ganges Harbour, Salt Spring
Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1412926.
Written comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Rd., Nanaimo, B.C., V9T
6J9. Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 23, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad/
index.html
under
Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information for more information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact the
Freedom of Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau's regional office.

GANGES HARBOUR

Littoral: Tales from Around the Salish Sea
Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Vancouver Island Rumbles

Following recent tremors, seismologists
remain on alert for more tremors along the
fault line between Port Alberni and the
Olympic Mountains. Scientists with Natural
Resources Canada say all’s quiet for now. They
are tracking activity along a fault line from
Washington State through to the north-west of
Nanaimo, and another line originating near
Seattle, ending north of Duncan. A
spokesperson for Natural Resources in Sidney
says the tremors are not unusual, just part of a
typical pattern. With new technology it’s easier
than ever to track and monitor shifts in the
earth’s crust, yet it’s still guess work when it
comes to the Big One. For now, however, all’s
quiet under the western front.

Chemainus Xiwhu
(keyquot) Artificial Reef on
Discovery Channel
When an ocean-going ship was sunk in the
Sechelt Inlet as an artificial reef there were loud
complaints from some Sunshine Coasters—
until the sea critters took over and tourists
came with their diving equipment and spent
money on the services the locals had to offer.
Now much the same thing has happened
with the artificial reef that was once a Boeing
737 airplane. Economic spin-offs, yes. Visitors,
yes—including the RCMP, Canadian Coast
Guard, and the Canadian Navy who test gear
and tactics in regularly scheduled dives. Even
the US Coast Guard wants in on the act. But
Xihwu reef, meaning red sea urchin in the
Hul’qumi’num language, a television star? Yes.
This month the Discovery Channel airs a
special called Sinking Wings, featuring the now
barnacle-encrusted red sea urchin carving by
Doug August that crowns the nose of the
aircraft-turned-dive reef.

Ladysmith and Chemainus
First Nation Sign Accord
Chemainus First Nation dancers celebrated the
signing of an accord between their council and
the town of Ladysmith last month. It is not a
document that is legally binding, but it’s
certainly morally binding. The point of the
accord is to establish ground rules for a
relationship between the two governments that
were previously missing. The same type of deal
was set up between the town of Powell River
and the Sliammon First Nation during a crisis.
Since that time both those communities have
thrived.
There isn’t a crisis between Ladysmith and
the Chemainus Nation across the harbour. In
fact, Ladysmith and its First Nation
counterpart have met on a regular basis since
July 2006. However, with past difficulties,
current economic prospects and ideas for the

future—promising boom-time for the area—the
accord is an important step in building the
communities together, according to Ladysmith
Mayor Rob Hutchins. For the last century at
least, the two have lived side-by-side yet walked
down different roads, Hutchins said. The
accord ‘… is a moral commitment by each
council that we will give our time, our energy
and our resources to build a better
relationship.’

Parksville Amphitheatre
Application
Parksville and Oceanside musicians may toot
their own horns in their own amphitheatre if
city council supports the idea. Members of
Extravaganza Stage Productions—formerly an
offshoot of Beachfest Society—traded in their
instruments for spreadsheets February 5 when
they asked the municipality to back an
application for $50,000 from the BC’s Spirit
Squares program. The money would be used to
fund the structure’s feasibility, planning and
design, slated for the southwest corner of
Parksville’s Community Park. Instead of the
picnic shelter, which has presented ‘challenges’
according to one member of the application
team, the new construction could be used for
the nightly entertainment that’s a cornerstone
of August’s Beachfest. More so, it would be a
permanent performance stage for concerts,
plays and other types of performance yearround, complete with green room and storage
facilities. A response from council is anticipated
in time for the mid-month application
deadline.

Ladysmith & Qualicum Beach
Theatre Season Gears Up
While we’re still in the chilly season, its nice to
think of summer, lolling under the setting sun
taking in a Bard to Broadway (B2B)
performance at Qualicum Beach. Auditions
were held recently in Nanaimo and Parksville
for B2B’s eighth annual summer repertory
season, which this year includes: Guys and
Dolls, My Name is Still Alice, Lend Me A Tenor
and Percy D’Angelino. The season opens June
29 and runs every evening to September 1.
Meanwhile, Ladysmith Little Theatre is
busy casting its May production, The Long and
The Short and The Tall by playwright Willis
Hall. It opens May 2, closes May 19, and
reopens on the first night of this year’s South
Island Zone Festival in which the production is
entered. Hall’s play is a World War II
comedy/drama that tells the story of a group of
British soldiers on patrol in Malaya who lose
radio contact with their base, and find
themselves behind enemy lines. 

SHORELINE DESIGN

We offer

visitors a

www.shorelinedesign.ca

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

45
39

$

from
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*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
March
31, 2007.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to to
March
31, 2003

• fully insured
• excellent
references
Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

Spring is on the way! Gulf Island faeries will be stirring, during school spring
break in an ‘Enchanted Forest’ on Salt Spring; creating through all the arts a
manifesto to keep their woodlands flourishing. For more information visit:
www.oonamcouat.com

Book Review ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Travelling the Dempster
ts title alone, Travelling the Dempster,
intrigued me. John Neville, the nature
recordist also known as the Birdsong Man,
describes a part of the world I’ve long thought
to visit. I was both thrilled to read the book and
disappointed by some production values.
On April 3, 2004 John Neville picked up a
copy of the Victoria Times Colonist and read a
piece by best-selling author, Lyn Hancock—
herself an inveterate traveller. She wrote: ‘I was
awed by its friendly people. Those qualities
haven’t changed, and it’s still a long and lonely
drive, which is the reason why I’ll be back.’
Hancock’s words inspired Neville to pack and
travel up the Dempster Highway, although his
main objective was to record both common
and, with luck, less common birds along the
route from Dawson City to Inuvik.
En route, Neville did indeed tape-record all
kinds of marvelous birdsong—including that of
a Western Pewee well out of its normal range,
and the Gray-cheeked Thrush among others.
These are included on his CD, notes about
which he makes in the postscript.
What fascinated me about this book were

I

the
yarns
Neville
tells
about historical
events.
The
descriptions of
Dawson City,
the Gold Rush
and particularly
the story about
the
Mad
Trapper of Rat
River whetted
my appetite to
apply for that residency.
There was one thing, however, that irked me
about this book: the author didn’t bother
checking the correct spelling of the Canadian
literary giant, Pierre Berton. Misspelling the
late Berton’s name as Burton not once but
several times is not only sloppy, it is downright
disrespectful.
Travelling the Dempster Highway, John
Neville, Trafford, 2005, $23.00 and for his
CDs see www.johnneville.com. 

Kwan calls for public hearings on TILMA
NDP MLA Jenny Kwan says that there has
been no public forum in which to debate
TILMA, the contentious BC/Alberta trade
agreement. ‘British Columbians have questions
and concerns about the impact TILMA will
have on our province’, says Kwan MLA for
Vancouver-Mount Pleasant. ‘The government
doesn’t seem to think that debate is needed,
forcing citizens to develop their own forums for
discussion.’ The Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement is getting increasing media
attention since the New Year. (Island Tides
began reporting on it in November, see our
online archive at www.islandtides.com.)
TILMA, says Kwan, ‘will have a dramatic
effect on our province and our economy, but
the Campbell government doesn’t want to talk
to British Columbians about the deal. The
Premier’s approach has been to avoid any
informed public discussion and debate.’
Without any public notification or debate,
the agreement was signed last April and will
come into effect on April 1 this year. In fact,
only on January 8 did the government release a
2005 Conference Board Report entitled ‘An
Impact Assessment of the BC/Alberta Trade,
Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement.’
‘Having looked at the report,’ says Kwan,

‘I’m not at all surprised that the Premier tried to
keep it under wraps for as long as possible—it
shows that they failed to adequately consult
with British Columbians before the deal was
signed.’ Kwan notes that the report,
commissioned by the Ministry of Economic
Development, shows that key groups were
excluded from consultations on TILMA.
Consumer groups, professional associations,
workers, and government representatives from
key sectors, including health and the
environment, were never invited to provide
input on the Agreement, she says.
Municipal Affairs critic Charlie Wyse adds
that consultations have not taken place with
border communities that could be dramatically
affected by the deal. ‘In its report, the
Conference Board highlighted the potential
losses for BC businesses along the border,’ said
Wyse.
‘The Campbell government’s ‘independent’
report showcases the potential benefits of the
agreement without a true accounting of the
potential costs to BC communities. The
Premier must commit to holding public
hearings on TILMA, to shine a light on this deal
and the impact it will have on British
Columbians,’ Kwan adds. 

