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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations
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Pender Island Power & Sail Squadron students and instructors take a February field trip on the bridge of
the BC Ferri e s ’  Spirit of British Columbia. Training Officer Marti Tilley talks with Captain Andy Patterson.

Cards to replace ferry commuter tickets
BC Ferries is proposing to replace discount
commuter tickets with magnetic stripe cards.
Regular ferry users currently purchase books of
commuter tickets in advance, and use them
over a period of time; these are a sort of BC
Ferries ‘IOU’, and currently have no time limit.
The corporation has now proposed that unused
trips will expire after 90 days.

Books of commuter tickets are used by
many Islanders who make frequent use of
minor routes up and down the coast (including
Horseshoe Bay - Langdale, not such a minor
route). The discount varies wildly between
routes (it is 50% on the Campbell
River–Quadra Island run), mainly due to
historical factors which the corporation has
never attempted to straighten out.

The Coast Card
The proposed new card, which has been
dubbed the ‘Coast Card’, would enable the user

to access an account on BC Ferries’ computer.
The account would record the number of
prepurchased trips remaining to be used on
each ferry run. (If the user held, for example,
separate commuter tickets for vehicle and
passenger from Swartz Bay to both Salt Spring
Island and the Outer Gulf Islands, then these
would be recorded in the account as balances
for four separate ‘products.’)

As customers pay in advance for each of
these ‘products’, the recorded balances of trips
remaining would be updated; as trips were
used, the balances would be drawn down; the
outstanding balance of trips remaining would
be shown on the ticket when it was issued. 

In case the magnetic stripe becomes
unreadable, BC Ferries has a ‘belt and braces’
approach—the card will include both a bar code
and an account number. But the card itself

FERRY CARDS, please turn to page 2

Orcas now listed as endangered species
in United States
As of February 16, Washington State’s orca
whale population is getting more protection
under the Endangered Species Act. Since 2002,
orcas have been protected under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act, which kept them from
being killed or harassed, now their listing under
the Endangered Species Act gives them the
highest protection available under US law.

The three pods of orcas that live in Puget
Sound from late spring through early fall,
known as the southern resident orca
population, total 89 whales. That’s down from
more than 100 in the middle of the last century
but up from a low of 79 in 2002. The decline
has been blamed on pollution and a drop in the
population of salmon, their primary food.

The National Marine Fisheries Service will
upgrade its orca conservation plan because of

the new designation. One of the first steps is
defining the whales’ critical habitat, said Bob
Lohn, the agency’s northwest regional director.

Federal agencies will need to consult with
NMFS to make sure activities they plan in areas
designated as critical habitat don’t harm the
orca, Lohn said.

‘If you don’t protect the homes they need to
survive, you can’t expect them to start
recovering,’ said Brent Plater, with the Centre
for Biological Diversity.

Some environmentalists cheered the listing
but others noted that the Bush administration
has been pushing to reshape the Endangered
Species Act. If the act is rolled back, ‘you can rest
assured that the legal protections that the
southern residents need and deserve to survive
and recover will be lost,’ said Plater. 0

The Islands Trust is inviting Islanders and everyone
interested in Islands’ tourism to a community tourism
forum in Duncan at the end of March. 

‘Tourism seems to be one of the hottest topics in the
Islands Trust Area lately and we want to provide a
forum for Islanders to talk about issues and identify
community-based solutions,’ said Kim Benson, chair
of the Islands Trust Council. ‘It seems particularly
important in view of the surge in tourism anticipated
before and during the 2010 Olympics. Tourism was
also flagged by participants in our inter-Island forum
last year as an important topic for further discussion.’

Mayor Ken Melamed of Whistler will give the keynote
address on the evening of Thursday, March 30 to start
participants thinking about some of the challenges of
sustaining complete communities in strong tourism
areas. ‘With the tremendous growth in Whistler, we have
faced many of the same challenges that I hear about in
the Trust Area,’ said Mayor Melamed. ‘We’re concerned
about environmental impacts, sustaining our resident
community and new costs for services, like policing and
utilities. While our communities have some obvious
differences, I’m hoping to focus on some of our successes
and stimulate discussion about the importance of
proactive planning by community members.’

On Friday, March 31 forum participants will be
asked to identify issues related to Island tourism and
discuss the importance of those issues. A group of
panellists, including representatives from other local
governments, the tourism industry, tourism planning
experts and the academic community will also
participate in the forum to suggest options and
solutions to the issues identified. All participants will
have the opportunity to develop approaches and
discuss solutions to tourism issues in the Trust Area.
The Islands Trust will also hire a contractor to
summarize the findings of the forum and develop an
initial community tourism planning strategy.

This is the second community forum hosted by the
Islands Trust. Last year’s inter-island forum focused
on managing development in the Trust Area.0

Pender OCP
meeting—
STVR again! 
An Official Community Plan public
information meeting held by the North
Pender Island Local Trust Committee
on Saturday, February 10, was
intended to focus on Development
Permit Areas (DPA). But some of the
people who came—up to a hundred at
one point—wanted to talk about Short
Term Vacation Rentals (STVR) again,
following a recent decision by the LTC
to continue the ban on STVR in the
draft OCP. Enforcement of the
historical STVR prohibition has been
subject to a moratorium while the OCP
was under review.

Development Permit
Areas

Planner Robert Kojima opened the
meeting with a comprehensive
presentation on DPA. He noted that
DPA could be declared for protection of
the environment, for the protection of
areas where building would be
hazardous, and for the control of
building form and size in intensive
residential, commercial and industrial
zones. But DPA could not be used to
vary the use or density of zones as set out
in the Land Use Bylaw. Following
Kojima’s presentation, DPA were hardly
mentioned for the rest of the day.

Water Recharge
Trustees also noted that they were
seeking ways to protect the water supply
recharge area for the Magic Lake water
system, which serves some 80% of the
population of North Pender.

Short Term Vacation
Rentals

Islands Trust planner Robert Kojima
provided background information for
STVR. According to a recent Islands
Trust survey of visitor and tourist
accommodations on the Islands, North
Pender had 81 homes used as STVR in
2005. Using the Trust’s estimate of a
peak of 5.28 people per unit, this
accounted for 55% of the visitor
accommodation on North Pender. 

Meanwhile, under current zoning,
commercial visitor accommodation
operations on the Island have
significant unused potential for
expansion .

Kojima stated that there are
currently 1,089 homes on North
Pender, yielding a population estimate

PENDER OCP, please turn to page 7

March tourism forum
to be held in Duncan
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel

60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-05661-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.comtravel.whittome@shawcable.com

Wayne Pineau, Mayne Electrical Services
Licenced Electrical Contractor

Insured • Bonded • W.C.B.  •  Licence # 89515

24 Years Experience
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Serving All the Southern Gulf Islands

250-539-0630     wplh@cablelan.net
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FERRY CARDS from page 1
must be presented at the ticket booth to use the account—just
the number won’t be sufficient.

Use It or Lose It
The most contentious feature of the new system is a ‘Use it or
Lose it’ rule, which would mean that the trips expire 90 days
after the date of original purchase. As BC Ferries president David
Hahn explains it, this would limit the usefulness of the new
system to users who make ten trips within a 90-day period;
anyone else is apparently defined as a not-frequent-enough
traveller. (Note that the Langdale route sells five-trip vehicle
ticket books; there is no indication whether these might be
discontinued.) 

Hahn points out  that the new system has yet to be discussed
with the many local Ferry Advisory Committees up and down
the coast. 

For users of long distance phone cards, or the cards used to
purchase cellphone time in advance, the principle will be
familiar. However, the Coast Cards themselves will not record
the trips remaining; these records  will only be found in BC
Ferries’ computer. While it would be possible for a family or
company on one account to have several cards, each card would
have to carry its own balance of trips remaining; balances could
not be shared between cards.

According to BC Ferries, cards could be registered to the user
or unregistered (in effect, ‘bearer’ cards); registered cards, if lost
or stolen, could be replaced; if found, could be returned.

Unregistered cards, of course, could not. The user would be
identified based on a ‘customer profile’, the contents of which
have not been revealed.

Why?
BC Ferries has quoted a number of reasons for the new system.
They point to misuse of the current system, where books of
tickets are shared by several people, can be lost or stolen, or are
used by infrequent travellers over long periods of time (during
which ferry fares are rising rapidly). They also cite ‘reduction of
paper’ as one reason for the new system.

The ferry corporation would prefer not to carry what they
term a ‘deferred liability’ (the IOU referred to above) on their
books, and that is one of the reasons they propose that unused
trips should expire after 90 days.

BC Ferries says that the ‘Coast Card’ is ‘responsible revenue
management’ and also points to the possibility of  purchasing
trips in advance over the Internet, and of an ‘automatic
replenishment’ system, which would mean BC Ferries can just
charge your credit card when you run out of trips.

But, as pointed out by veteran ferry user John Sprungman,
‘Our present ticket books have no time limit on their use. Years
ago when there was a time limit, ferry users could mail in out-of-
date tickets for a refund. Now they propose a system in which
pre-paid travel which is not used within a specified time would
be forfeited. He (Hahn) acknowledges that the time limit is an
‘unresolved’ issue. It will be a big one.’ 0

Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527

Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

Brentwood Bay:  7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road 
Dan Olive  • 1-800-663-0807 

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan

The Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly meeting
March 8-10 at ArtSpring on Salt Spring Island. Trust Council
sessions will include:    

Gulf Islands National Park (1–2:15pm, Wednesday,
March 8)—Representatives from Parks Canada will update
Council on the development of management strategies for the
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve, review park priorities for
2006 and discuss joint cooperation for a Garry oak ecosystem
recovery program.    

Strategic Planning Session (3:30–5pm, Wednesday,
March 8)—The Islands Trust Council will discuss issues raised at
its December 2005 roundtable session and will take the next steps
towards identifying  strategic priorities for the 2005-2008 term.    

Budget Session (10:30am–12pm; 4–5pm, Thursday,
March 9)—The Financial Planning Committee will present
2006-2007 budget options for Council consideration. Council
will develop a balanced budget by considering taxation and
expenditure options, including the review of program proposals. 

A challenging discussion is expected this year because
Islands Trust is faced with unavoidable cost increases of
approximately  $360,000 (over last year’s base budget of $4.2
million) before any consideration of expanded activities. Details
about the proposed budget are available on the Islands Trust
website (www.islandstrust.bc.ca) with information on how

members of the public can provide comments to Trust Council.
Islands Trust taxes represent approximately 10-12% of property
taxes in the Islands Trust Area.    

Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group (12:30–1:30pm, Thursday,
March 9)—Representatives of the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group
will discuss their strategic land use plan, which describes a vision
for their traditional territories included in the southern Gulf
Islands.    

BC Ferries Commissioner (1:30–2:30pm, Thursday,
March 9)—Martin Crilly, BC Ferries Commissioner will meet
with Trust Council to discuss issues related to Island ferry
service such as tariffs, schedules and fuel surcharges.

Delegations and Town Hall Session (2:45–4pm,
Thursday, March 9)—Trust Council encourages  members of the
public to participate in dialogue between members of Island
communities and the trustees. Appointments to make a formal
presentation to Trust Council’s Town Hall Session at 2:45pm on
Thursday, March 9 can be requested by contacting Islands Trust
Corporate Secretary, fax: 250-405-5155, e-mail:
information@islandstrust.bc.ca.

Business Meeting (8:30am–3pm, Friday, March 10)—
Highlights include consideration of the 2006-7 budget,
discussion of revised policies for bylaw enforcement, and
consideration of priorities for Council Committees. 0

Next Trust Council meeting held on Salt Spring

You are invited to provide feedback on a proposed change to
extend Daylight Saving Time (DST) by four weeks beginning in
2007. This would mean that DST would begin on the second
Sunday of March and end the first Sunday of November.

The change is proposed as an energy-saving measure.
Prolonging DST moves an hour of daylight from morning to
evening; the period of greatest energy usage.

Provinces that have already announced they will extend DST

include Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec. The United
States, as part of its Energy Policy Act, is adopting the change in
2007 as an energy-saving measure.  

The public is invited to respond by March 10 to:
AGWEBFEEDBACK@gov.bc.ca or in writing to Strategic
Planning and Legislation Office, PO Box 9283, Stn Prov Govt,
Victoria, BC, V8W 9J7. 0 

Input invited on extending Daylight Saving Time

CRD News ~ Susan DeGryp

T
he first few months as your CRD Director have been a bit
of a blur. There have been conferences, seminars, a lot of
training and meetings, meetings, meetings! 

My alternate/assistant, Inez Smith and I have now visited
Saturna, Mayne and Galiano Islands. We have enjoyed each
Islands’ unique beauty and meeting many interesting and
friendly residents. We listened and learned about numerous
concerns and challenges that the CRD will face over the next few
years. Topics ranged from building inspection, recycling, and
emergency preparedness to water services, taxes and the public’s
right to the foreshore via ocean accesses. Thanks to all of you
who have come out to meet us, e-mailed or called. We look
forward to our next visit to your Island. (Pender’s meeting,
March 4, see ‘What’s On’.)

Ocean Access
By far, the greatest communication we have received has come
from our Islands’ residents and visitors world-wide urging us to
keep existing ocean accesses open and to continue to open more.
Legislation requires all subdivisions of property located on the
waterfront to provide access to the foreshore.

Access to the foreshore and use of the foreshore for
recreational enjoyment has long been a primary activity of
residents and visitors in the coastal areas of BC. In some areas
Regional Districts through Parks and Recreation Commissions
have undertaken programs to develop safe and convenient
accesses to the intertidal zones for the benefit of the public.

These accesses are under the control & administration of the
Ministry of Transportation (MOT) to which the CRD applies for
permits on behalf of our local Parks and Recreation
Commissions. Permits are often denied or altered in a manner
unacceptable to local Park Commissions. 

The CRD has the support of the Island’s Trust in addressing
this issue. I have met with MLA Murray Coell to seek his support
for changing the way in which the MOT addresses applications
for recreational use of foreshore accesses. The tone of our
meeting was both positive and encouraging. 

MLA Coell and myself have an appointment with MLA
Patrick Bell Minister of Agriculture and Lands where we will
continue to explore solutions. I am working diligently on this
file.0
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Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS 
tel. 250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnnection.com
Visit our new site: www.rainwaterconnection.com

We supply:
• steel cisterns –   

polypropylene-lined, 
5,000 – 30,000 gal.

• first flush diverters, 
debris pails, high 
capacity filters

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview 3 bed
character cottage in Fulford Village, views
of the harbour, private rear garden. Walk to
ferry, food store, restaurant, & marina.
$369,000

Other Islands Land Choices:

• Mayne Island: 0.29 acres, motivated
seller, excellent investment. $99,800

• Wise Island: Sunny lot, access to water
system, close to Galiano’s Montague
Harbour. $310,000

• Wise Island: Low bank oceanfront,
small beach in small cove on protected
side of island. $175,000

Salt Spring Island: Ganges Harbour views,
4 bed / 4.5 bath ( 3 are ensuite), wood
floors, country kitchen, sep. office, studio
/ guest. English Country charm! $859,990

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, lovely home
custom built 1992, good year round sun,
one plus acres. Close to Beddis Beach &
Cusheon Lake. Quick possession may be
possible. $599,000

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131 
Fax: 250-537-4287

Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

Salt Spring Land Choices:

• 2.82 acres, drilled well, driveway roughed in, some arable land. $299,000 +GST
• 10.23 acres, arable land, creek, pond, close to Ganges. $323,000
• 2.49 acres, drilled well, driveway roughed in, forest & meadow mix. $329,000 +GST
• Oceanview, 4.42 acres, driveway roughed in, close to beach & 3 lakes. $369,000
• Oceanview, 5.68 acres, panoramic views, S/SW/W exposures. $399,000
• Oceanfront, 3.40 acres, year round moorage potential. Rare! $450,000
• Oceanview, 2.54 acres, drilled well, zoned for home & cottage. $519,000
• Oceanview, 4.32 acres, 270 degree views, S/SW/W exposures. $579,000

• Oceanview, 8.79 acres, arable land, woodland, pond potential. $599,000
• Oceanview, 160 acres, seasonal creek, subdivision potential. $1,395,000

• Oceanview, about 160 acres, solar power, drilled well, meadows & forest. $1,999,000

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 
The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee will hold a special business meeting
as part of its on-going Official Community Plan (OCP) Review.  The purpose of the
meeting is to allow the Local Trust Committee (LTC) to review material relating to the
OCP review project and for the LTC to provide direction to staff.  A town hall session
may be held at the end of the business meeting.

Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca Email:information@islandstrust.bc.ca

Key background documents and maps related to the OCP review can be viewed on-
line at the Islands Trust website (www.islandstrust.bc.ca).    

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

DATE: Thursday, March 2, 2006

TIME: 10am

LOCATION: Anglican Parish Hall
4703 Canal Rd,
North Pender Island, BC

ISLANDS TRUST
2006/2007 FINANCIAL PLAN

This information is also available on the Islands Trust’s website at
www.islandstrust.bc.ca
Submissions from the public regarding the financial plan must be delivered by
4:30 p.m. on Monday, March 6, to the attention of the Treasurer at #200-1627
Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1H8; by Fax: (250)405-5155 or by email at the
above noted address.

Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca Email: budget2006@islandstrust.bc.ca

The Islands Trust invites input from the public on its annual budget and financial
plan.  Details of the proposed budget can be obtained directly from the following
Islands Trust offices:
1-500 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC
Phone: 250.537.9144

200-1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC
Phone:250.405.5151

700 North Road
Gabriola Island, BC
Phone: 250.247.2063

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Embank

H
asn’t this clear weather been fabulous?
It has kept the night full of light, and
the stars and constellations are

brilliantly visible in the cloudless sky. The
moon was full on February 13. Venus, in the
southwest corner of the sky, is shining until the
sun overrides its light. Some days before the full
moon, I noticed from the Environment Canada
weather posting, that the moon set was 7:15am
and the sunrise was 7:45am—we hardly had a
dark night!

Island gardens are flourishing. You can see
fat buds everywhere on daffodils, star
magnolias, crocus, narcissi, plum boughs, and
roses—the sap has risen!

Snowdrop Propogation—
Saturna Style

The snowdrops will be past their prime by the
time this article is printed. I had never seen
snowdrops before I came to Saturna—I was
new to the ‘barren’ time when the bloomiest
item is the dazzling emerald green moss from
November to January. I always think of
snowdrops as ‘our’ Saturna flower because
Saturna history has it that Alfred Vetterly, a
Swiss immigrant, developed the ‘big’ version of
the bulb at Narvaez Bay in the ’50s. Alfred lived
in the ‘real’ stone house—the pink-painted one
with the granite stone facing, which he split
himself from the glacial erratics that lay in the
surrounding field and forest. He painted the
stone window-casing exactly the hue of the
wonderful deep green of Narvaez Bay. 

When my partner and I stayed in the stone
house (built by the Georgeson lightkeeper
family in the very early 1900s) the basement
shelving was full of hand-made wooden boxes
made to store and sort the bulbs. 

Every year at the Easter Bake Sale and Tea,
Margaret Fry takes orders and payment for
either the large Vetterly snowdrops or the
smaller ones. Later in the year Lorraine
Campbell digs up either the offspring of the
bulbs she got from Vetterly or the basic stock,
smaller variety from her garden. Sometime
later in the year a little brown paper bag
appears at the free mail or gets handed to you
in the ferry lineup. ‘Oh! I thought I would find
you here—Here is your order!’ I’ve always
forgotten by then about the transaction and I
am delighted to be reminded of the very first
flowers I will see in my garden in spring.

Storm Destruction
One of the many windstorms last week
occurred during high tide. The effects on the
eastern cliffs and bays is very visible. At Little
Bay, formed by the promontory off Narvaez
Bay and Monarch Head, two big alder snags in
the southeast corner caved in. The bank has
been scoured and roots of alders lining the
shoreline have been exposed; bright red where
the drift logs tore off the root bark.  Above the
10-foot clay bank the grass is scoured. Various
wave-crests are outlined by smashed
styrofoam bits. 

At Cactus Point the last big grouping of
Opuntia fragilis got pulled into the sea as the
tide went way up the bank and scoured out the
top ledges where they nestle.

Year’s First LTC Meeting
Our first Local Trust Committee meeting of the
year was held on Monday, February 13. New
recording secretary Donna Curwen was on the
job, along with our new chair North Pender
Trustee Gary Steeves and new-to-us interim
planner Gary Richardson. 

The trustees commented on several
initiatives of general interest to the community.
They have made contact with the Ministry of
Transportation regarding possible dates for an
on-Island meeting with trustees to look at
problems encountered as a result of ferry traffic
coming and going by the Saturna Lighthouse
pub and store and local homes. 

The trustees also informed the public that

the present provincial government has
continued to decrease the operating budget of
the Trust by $59,000 this year as per several
years in a row. Trustee Tom Johnstone, who is
head of the finance committee, says that this
will be the most stringent cutback year the
Islands Trust has ever faced. Brian
Hollingshead and Gary Steeves, our LTC chair,
are also on the finance committee. 

The ministry that deals with other levels of
government has no intention of furthering any
suggested changes in legislation that the Trust
has proposed. 

Our trustees regretfully turned down a
request from Mayne Island Integrated Water
Systems Society for funding to help put on a
second inter-Island water management
workshop (see water workshop article, page 6).
Due to a thorough examination of Trust Policy,
the Islands Trust finds that it can’t support
conservation endeavours of this kind unless
there is a finished product such as a report, or
the water information placemats being sold by
our on–Island water conservation group. 

LTC grants variances
Two applications for proposed variance
permits were agreed to. While they were
passed, much discussion went on about how to
avoid being petitioned to change bylaws after
the fact of purchase or construction, so that the
onus doesn’t fall on the Island to grant a
variance when a siting error is made. If the
Trust had not granted this variance who would
have paid and what would have happened to
resolve the situation? The setback bylaws are in
place for a good reason, and agreed upon by the
community; setbacks allow for privacy between
neighbouring residences. When someone buys
a lot they should be very familiar with the legal
requirements of the lot and judge whether it
will meet their desires for expansion and
development.

The variance application for the lot on
Cliffside seemed to be a case of the wrong legal
markers being used as guideposts and the
house being sited incorrectly. The choice was to
move the house and foundations or infringe on
the exterior lot line. A public access adjoins the
compromised lot line. The owners have agreed
as part of the granting of the variance that they
will not object to the development of the public
access should this ever come to pass and would
plant a hedge to assure mutual privacy.

The staff reports for these variance requests
are well-developed, they include photographs, all
of the letters from neighbours and other
government agencies, and Gary Richardson’s
summation including commentary on the
original intent of the bylaw, how this variance
will affect the bylaw and reasons for supporting
or not supporting the change. All three members
of the LTC visited the sites in question. 

Parks Canada applied for Local Trust support
for its application to the Agricultural Land
Reserve to have farmland removed from the
ALR jurisdiction. This was given with the caveat
that if Parks sells or removes the land that it goes
back into the Agricultural Land Reserve. 

Illio Bertolami has a proposal for the
subdivision of his property. This proposal will
require a bylaw change and has been tabled
and referred back to Island Trust planning
staff. Illio hopes to use the density transfer
mechanism that is in the Official Community
Plan to accomplish his objectives. 

The new owners of East Point Resort have a
plan for redeveloping the cottage resort which
they would like to present to the community in
March.

Miles Drew, Islands Trust bylaw
investigations officer, made a presentation
asking how he and the community can deal
with the prolonged use of travel trailers and
short term vacation rental properties which are
not permitted uses in our Saturna Land Use

SATURNA, please turn to page 6
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“GET YOUR OWN MORTGAGE SOLUTION TODAY!”

IS YOUR MORTGAGE THE 
BEST YOU CAN GET?
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320 Mary Street, Victoria                   (250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd
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NEW WOOD?
KEEP IT LOOKING NEW!

WEATHERED WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!

JJEWELTREEEWELTREE RRESTORATIONESTORATION
YOUR NATURAL WOOD SPECIALIST

HIGH PERFORMANCE, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
FINISHES FOR ALL YOUR WOOD; SIDING, SHAKES, LOGS &

BEAMWORK, DECKS, FENCES, WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…
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Amenity Zoning—A Temptation
Dear Editor:
It’s the temptation factor in amenity zoning that’s overlooked by
folks who advocate both for it and for smart growth. Amenity
zoning increases density and, to ameliorate the additional
density, smart growth policies are required to compact and
confine the growth. The Gulf Island result is unsustainable
townhouse and condo developments serviced by groundwater
wells and septic fields.

The most vocal amenity zoning advocates desire land for
‘urban’ amenities like affordable housing, baseball diamonds,
boardwalks, swimming pools, etc. What’s key here is that they
don’t want to have to pay for what they want with taxes. So they
buy into the greed-based notion that ‘we can get something for
nothing.’ That makes them willing to partner with developers and
to elect trustees who will pursue more increased density deals.

Like a snowball rolling downhill the first amenity zoning deal
gathers more and more mass and momentum until it smashes
the underlying environmental and social structure that is the
rural community. Other competing interest groups enter the
fray next and divisiveness and delusion rule the day. 

An avalanche of development applications fueled by even more
greedy groups follows and, in short order, another rural place
abundantly blessed by Mother Nature, becomes just like any other
overpopulated urban place with a degraded environment.

It’s so sad that we Islanders allow the greed within us to cause
the destruction of the Islands and communities that we call
home. When will we ever learn?

Valerie Houle, Gabriola Island

Galiano’s Road Network Plan
Editor’s Note: This letter was also sent to Marie Smith,
executive secretary of the Islands Trust on February 6. 
Dear Editor:
I am discouraged to receive news of the withdrawal of Galiano’s
carefully planned and fairly crafted Road Network Plan, and the
apparent intention of our newly elected trustees to eradicate the
effects of over 30 years of land use planning on the Gulf Islands
and 15 years of good planning and fair compromise embodied in
zoning bylaws protecting Galiano’s forests and beaches from
random development.

Mr Sharpe has admitted he is not up to speed. Mr Smith is
apparently very much so, precipitously attempting to invoke the
supremacy of the PMFL legislation to obviate any control by
future local representatives. It appears that Mr Smith’s strategy
is to create in effect a little (6,000 acres) ‘Island Trust free zone’
where bylaws are subverted and the public has no roads or beach
accesses. These strategies were never mentioned in the election
campaign by either of the ‘winners.’ To act with such speed
betrays a previously hidden agenda.

I was involved personally at a time when Mr Smith still lived
in Ontario and Mr Sharp attended few public (political)
meetings. I know as many do, that four (1987–1991) years of
negotiations with the previous owner of the forest lands,
MacMillan-Bloedel, resulted in selective logging and a satisfied
community. But such cooperation was impossible after the real
estate division of MB subverted agreements made by their own
forest managers, falsely accused locals of being too strident, and
announced the opportunity to make an ‘investment in paradise’
on Galiano. The sale announcements in the Toronto Globe and
Mail and the Gulf Islands Driftwood (full page ads) also planted
the seeds of the notion that the community, its unofficial
representatives on the Galiano Forest and Land Use Council and
our elected trustees were guilty of ‘forcing us off the island’ (my
paraphrasing). These seeds have been well watered by gossip,
innuendo and self-interest for 15 years. At the time of the sale of
the forest lands, the only protection against random up-zoning
of  8,000 acres came in the form of the new bylaws (immediately
contested in court, ultimately validated, apparently still being
eroded); and MB’s disclosure statement to buyers of its Galiano
lands. The company was off the hook.  

Every single buyer of forest land knew when they purchased
that no residential use was permitted on these lands but could be
obtained through public rezoning processes. Most of them sought
loopholes only after they bought. Many more perceptive business
people in the Islands looked askance at the sale offer—‘not a good
investment because of the zoning’ (my paraphrasing).

Some forest owners have seen that the opportunities for
development devised as a compromise to allow development

and additional density in exchange for a real community value (a
contiguous heritage forest network) give them ample return, a
place to live and a way to contribute to the larger community.
Congratulations to them for showing what is possible!
Congratulations to our previous trustees Sheila and Louise,
Debbie and Margaret, Elizabeth and Diane for laying the
groundwork for this win-win possibility.

The present trustees promised ‘healing.’ The Galiano
community was already healthy. They promised peace. They are
engendering anger and disgust. If you are one of the voters misled
by the ‘message of the mediators,’ you have a grave responsibility
to make sure your trustees don’t slip one over on you.  

In Istanbul development happens quickly, sometimes with
planning and permits. Hotels and concrete parking lots built
years ago without permits still stand today, a testimony to the
‘fait accompli’ possible in a society far more corrupt than our
own. In Turkey, they say ‘everyone complains, no one does
anything.’ In Canada, if you don’t stand for something, you could
fall for anything.

Gary Moore, Istanbul, Turkey & Galiano Island

Calling for Calm
Dear Editor:
I really intended to continue to stay out of the froo-fraw (or is it
phrough-phraugh?) following the Islands Trust elections but
two letters in your February 9 edition have compelled me to
respond. Both Pam Freir and Jerry Azevedo write eloquently of
their concerns regarding actions of the two recently elected
trustees, Roy Smith and Michael Sharpe, and I always enjoy
eloquent writing. But it was the underlying emotions of anger,
indignation, and panic that disturbed me, emotions that have
been prevalent on Galiano Island for a number of years.

It is time for an Official Community Plan review; it’s
supposed to be done every five years. We all know that such a
review will involve many, many public meetings and hours of
discussion before any issue is put into place or changed in a
revised OCP and subsequent bylaw, probably months or even
years from now.

So for the trustees to bring forward the Forest Zone bylaw, or
any section of the OCP, for early consideration, means only that
it will be discussed first.

It seems to me that we all need to spend this time becoming
well informed by reading carefully the OCP, the bylaws, and even
the Islands Trust Act, opening up our eyes, ears and  especially
our minds, and doing some real listening before we start leaping
on any bandwagon going in any direction, and hurling insults
from the top of it, or lying on it in abject despair.

Who knows, there may be some good ideas out there that
hadn’t occurred to us before.

I’d like to call for calm and a moratorium on anger, hatred,
indignation, and panic. Nothing much worthwhile is achieved as
a result of such emotions.

Elizabeth Bosher, Galiano Island

Galiano Trustee Responds
Dear Editor: 
As a trustee from Galiano Island, I read with interest and I have to
say a certain amount of sadness, ‘Road plan recalled, new trustees
name revision of Galiano’s forest bylaws a priority’ (Island Tides,
February 9, 2006). I wish to correct an item in the story.

‘Smith cited what he perceived as ‘widespread dissatisfaction'
with the groundbreaking bylaw that has set precedents for
planning decisions in many jurisdictions throughout BC. He
gave as evidence of community discontent the number of
variances being sought by applicants for rezoning.’

I had actually spoken of other local Islands Trust work that
was not getting done. I had mentioned variance requests with
respect to building siting and construction, not rezoning, as an
example of other areas of our bylaws that needed addressing.
The variances were not cited as evidence of community
discontent, but of issues that need addressing.  

Community discontent has been evidenced quite clearly
election after election for the past decade, each one with the
major issue being the forest lots, each election won with a
narrow majority, the narrowest being less than fifteen votes and
that one elected the trustees who then installed the current
bylaws. The most recent trustees, who stood to maintain the
Forest section of the bylaws as they are, lost the last election by
a more substantial margin. Discontent had finally pushed past
the boundary into a majority. This was clear enough before the
meeting. It was this discontent that I was citing.

There is, though, another matter: you previously published a
story concerning a fraudulent email sent before the election,
ending with ‘stay tuned.’ Your story alarmed me enough that I
contacted our constable. He let me know that the CRD had ruled
that the email had not affected the election because it appears it

LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10   

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA
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ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE
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Friday, February 24
4th Annual Wee Tipple Party—single
and double malt scotches and whiskeys,
along with crafted ales by local breweries
and a taste of wines, appetizers, music by
jazz artist Marty Shepard, a silent auction
of fine art and selected items from local
businesses, 50/50 draw; funds raised
support Crimson Coast Dance’s free
programming • Best Western Dorchester Hotel, 70 Church Street
• 5:30–8:30pm • Tickets: $35 available at 250-716-3230,
Longwood Brew Pub or the door • IN NANAIMO

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 3, 4 & 5 
7th Annual Our Island, Our World Film Festival—social
justice documentaries & award-winning films; FRI: Iroko
drummers, short film starring GISS Global Awareness group &
Salt Spring filmmaker Judy Jackson’s The Ungrateful Dead: In
Search of International Justice (about International Criminal
Court); SAT & SUN: food, films & discussions • Gulf Islands
Secondary School • FRI 7pm; SAT & SUN 10am–5pm •  Info:
250-537-4406 or www.saltspringmediagroup.com • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, March 4
Pender Island Premiere of Kathleen’s Closet—short film
by writer/director Sheila Jordan, who will also be giving a special
performance at the premiere; licensed fundraising event! •
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by donation • Info:
www.pendercreatives.com/seeinghumanpictures • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Saturday, March 4
Galiano Concert Society Concert—
Vancouver Chamber Players, some of
Vancouver’s finest string players and violinist
Peter Lang, perform unjustly neglected chamber
works by composers like Eybler and Thieriot;
the scores come from Peter’s extensive
collection of nearly 50,000 manuscripts • South
Galiano Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets:
$25, students $12 • Info: 250-539-3345 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, March 4
Meet Your CRD Director Susan DeGryp—community
members are invited to an informal meet-and-greet; discuss
challenges and opportunities the CRD will encounter over the
next few years • Community Hall• 1-3pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Monday to Friday, March 6 to 10
Screening Mammography Program of BC Mobile Van
Visit—book your free screening mammogram (no referral
required unless you are under 40) • Salt Spring Island Courthouse
• Info or to book appt: www.bccancer.bc.ca/breastscreening or 
1-800-663-9203 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fris & Sats, Mar 10 & 11, 17 & 18
Sewing and Crafts Show—over 80 seminars daily, exhibits,
demonstrations, celebrity speakers, prizes, stage shows, shop-til-
you-drop • MAR 10 & 11: Victoria Conference Centre; MAR 17 &
18: Tradex, Abbotsford • 9am-6pm daily • Each show: 2-day pass,
$10 • Info:1-888-245-6777 or www.sewingandcraftsshow.com •
IN VICTORIA & ABBOTSFORD

ROCK & GEM
SHOW 2006
March 17, 18 & 19  
Leonardo Da Vinci Centre 
195 Bay Street Victoria, BC

A learning experience for the whole family

Jade Display • Dealers from Western Canada •
Gold Panning • Gem Cutters at Work • Silver
Smithing • Precious Stone Display • Special
Activities for Children • And Much More!

Fri 1–9pm • Sat 10am–6pm • Sun 10am–4:00pm
Adults $4  • Seniors / Students $3 • Family (4) $8

Details at: www.islandnet.com/~VLMS

Sponsored by Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society

WWooooddssiiddee::
1653 sq. ft.
MMaatteerriiaallss:: 
$68,845

QQuuaalliittyy mmiilllleedd lloogg hhoommee ppaacckkaaggeess::
• Western Red Cedar or Pine Logs
• Windows & Doors, Loft Floor Structure
• Complete Weathertight Roof System

MMIICCHHAAEELL LLEEDDUUCC
(250) 751-0663

loghomedreams@shaw.ca

TRUE-CRAFT LOG STRUCTURESTRUE-CRAFT LOG STRUCTURES
FFrroomm ccoozzyy ccoottttaaggeess ttoo ggrraanndd llooddggeess ……

INVITATION TO TENDER
The Mayne Island Improvement District is
accepting bids to install new and replacement
lighting for the upgraded Heliport at the Mayne
Island Health Centre.
Please contact Mr. Jeff Francis, Project Manager,
at (250) 539-5156 or MIFD@cablelan.net to
obtain project details and requirements.
Qualified electricians will need to submit their
bids by 9:00am on March 6, 2006 via email or
mail (Attention: Heliport Lights Bid Tender, P.O.
Box 19, Mayne Island, BC, V0N 2J0). The lowest
bid will not neccessarily be the successful one.

was only sent to the incumbents, and that the RCMP had closed
the file on the identity fraud. 

Even though I am an elected trustee, this position is one that
is guided differently from other municipal situations. Trustees
have the Islands Trust Act, the Policy Statement, and the
Preserve and Protect mandate to direct us. Whatever I do as
trustee, I take these as my first task and everything I do is
designed to fall within the context of the mandate. Galiano's
current bylaws, as precious as they are to some members of the
community, are not what define ‘Preserve and Protect.’ It may be
possible to satisfy the mandate and reach the same goals for the
Forest lots set out in our Official Community Plan, and while
doing so reduce the discontent and eliminate the civil
disobedience on our Island. If it is possible, then I believe that
those elected to do so should try.

I cannot state it more clearly: I intend that the Forest lands be
better managed and protected than they are now. It is not the job
of the Local Trust Committee to protect the bylaws. It is the job
of the Local Trust Committee to preserve and protect the Island
through effective decisions and by ensuring that we have
effective bylaws.

Please, in your editorial capacity, ensure that reports on what
happens on Galiano Island are accurate. I also ask that you give
the Galiano Local Trust Committee the benefit of the doubt for
the moment and see what transpires.

Roy Smith, Galiano Island

Elections and Proportional Voting
Dear Editor:
We will not elect Members of Parliament by proportional
allocation of votes until the national political parties decide that
they want it. That is not likely. Neither the Liberals nor the NDP
complained about the results of the recent federal election,
although they know better than anyone else what the voting
patterns were. The Conservatives did not complain when they
lost previous elections. That tells us something: Canadian
politicians do not favour the European system of proportional
voting, where governments fall and rise by the month because

none has enough votes to ensure the passage of its program.
I prefer the current system, imperfect though it be. I like

knowing that ‘my’ Member of Parliament knows my riding and
the problems thereof. I do not want a system whereby I vote for
a party whose members are appointed by the party leader in an
order that he or she determines, rather than by voters in my
neighbourhood. The objective is to elect a party that can govern,
well or badly, and whose actions can be judged by the voters. The
current system usually provides that outcome.

Gerald Woods, Pender Island

Gypsy Moth Rebuttal
Dear Editor:
I’m writing to correct a number of errors in John Wilcox’s letter,
‘Proposed Insecticide Spraying: Same Old Battle’, (Feb. 9,
2006), re: plans by the Ministry of Forests and Range to control
the spread of gypsy moths on Salt Spring Island.

The 1993 spray program was reduced from 307 hectares of
proposed aerial spraying to 36 hectares of ground spraying after
a decision by the Environmental Appeal Board—the spray
program was not cancelled. By calling the spray program ‘so-
called eradication,’ Mr Wilcox is missing the point. Gypsy moths
are constantly being re-introduced to this region; that is why
both the provincial and federal governments carry out on-going
detection and eradication programs. The control program is
meant to eradicate the moth before it becomes firmly
established and causes untold damage to both crops and forests.

If left unchecked, gypsy moths will thrive in southern BC.
During their caterpillar stage they are voracious eaters and cause
irreparable damage to native trees, including the endangered
Garry oak.  If left unchecked, the Canadian Food and Inspection
Agency could impose a quarantine. To Salt Spring Island
residents, this could include mandatory vehicle inspections,
causing significant delays in moving people, goods and vehicles
off the Island.

I also wish to assure Island Tides readers about the contents
of Foray 48B, the insecticide used to control gypsy moths. It

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order 

date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Alpine Model - $59,500 Laurier Model - $72,600

Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone:  (250) 720-6000
Fax:      (250) 720-2270
e-mail:  russanderson@shaw.ca

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

LETTERS from previous page

Jake up for Juno 
Pender Island children’s songwriter Jake’s newly released CD
‘Happy All of the Time,’ reviewed in the January 19 edition of
Island Tides, has been nominated for a Children’s Album of the
Year Juno Award. 

‘It’s an incredible honour to be nominated for a Juno,
especially in a year when the category is full of musicians who
care so deeply for the quality of the music they make for
children,’ enthuses Jake.

Jake wrote all the songs on the nominated CD, and performs
on both of his albums with a collection of talented musicians.
Although most of the CD was recorded in Thunder Bay, Jake
added the voices of several Pender Island children (Tegan & Teija
Baxter, Hiatt & Kathleen Differ, Melanie & Samantha Gregory-
Worsell, Rhianna & James Hamilton, Rowan Landaiche, Anna
Oudman and Finlay Pogue) in his home studio.

The CD is a follow-up to
Jake’s debut album ‘Take a
little Ride with Me’, which
won a 2004 Parents’ Choice
Gold Award as one of the
Top 10 children’s CDs
released in North America.

Jake (also known as John
Differ) is a full-time
children’s songwriter and
performer, who lives with his wife Val and children Hiatt and
Kathleen on Pender Island.

The 2006 JUNO Awards will be aired on CTV on Sunday,
April 2 from the Halifax Metro Centre. 0

LETTERS, please turn to page 7
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VViissiitt uuss aatt wwwwww..iissllaannddttiiddeess..ccoommLAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that Mary J.E.

Menzies of Pender Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10-year lease
for Residential-Private
Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
in the vicinity of Susan Point,
North Pender Island. 

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412759. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 8, 2006. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
www.lwbc.bc.ca under Current
Land Applications for more
information.

Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
INSET

SUBJECT PROPERTY

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that William

McDonald and Caroline
McDonald of Galiano Island,
BC intend to make application
to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10-year lease for Residential-
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
in the vicinity of Whaler Bay,
Galiano Island. 
The Lands File Number that has
been established for this
application is 1412772. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 23, 2006.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under Current Land
Applications for more
information.

Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

SUBJECT
PROPERTY

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

INVITATION TO TENDER
The Mayne Island Improvement District is accepting
bids to install new and replacement lighting for the
upgraded Heliport at the Mayne Island Health
Centre.
Please contact Mr. Jeff Francis, Project Manager, at
(250) 539-5156 or MIFD@cablelan.net to obtain
project details and requirements.
Qualified electricians will need to submit their
bids by 9:00am on March 6, 2006 via email or mail
(Attention: Heliport Lights Bid Tender, P.O. Box 19,
Mayne Island, BC, V0N 2J0). The lowest bid will not
neccessarily be the successful one.

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

TRANSFER REQUESTS
Parents who wish to transfer their child to a school

out of their catchment area, please contact the
principal of the school of your choice between 

March 1 to April 3, 2006.

This does not apply for normal grade 
transitions to the next level at another school. 

After April 3, 2006, a letter of request to transfer
must be submitted to the Superintendent.

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Any child who will be five (5) years of age on or
before December 31, 2006 (born in 2001) should
register for the 2006/2007 school year in the school
office February 27 to March 2, 2006.

Galiano Community School 
(February 27, 28 & March 1 only)

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Please bring your child’s immunization records with you.

Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Saturna Elementary School
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Parents or Guardians: 
Please bring with you verification of the child’s birth
date and citizenship status (birth certificate, passport
or Landed Immigrant authorization).

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that Donald

Geoffrey Horner and Winona
Ann Campbell-Horner of
Pender Island, BC intend to
make application to Integrated
Land Management Bureau
(ILMB), Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands, Coast Region office
for a 10-year lease for
Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
land located in the vicinity of
Plumper Sound, North
Pender Island. 

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412773. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Senior Land Officer at 501-
345 Wallace Street, Nanaimo, BC,
V9R 5B6. Comments will be
received by ILMB until March
23, 2006. ILMB may not be able
to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under Current Land
Applications for more
information.

Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

SUBJECT
PROPERTY

HOPE BAY

Grandma’s House needs help 
Grandma’s House, run by the SSI Branch of the Victoria Human
Exchange Society (VHES), has responded to the need for short-
term housing on Salt Spring Island since 1994. 

Last July, the generous owner of Grandma’s House, Albin
Gemperle, died and the family decided to sell the house so VHES
must vacate by April 1. 

VHES wants to work with existing groups and individuals to
raise the money to buy this house or rent another that meets its

criteria: 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and near Ganges (as most
homeless people do not have their own transportation and need
to be within walking distance of amenities.) 

Tax receipts will be issued for any amount donated to the SSI
Branch of VHES at the CIBC. Anyone able to help with this
transition, please contact VHES through the pager: 1-800-691-
9366 (from SSI) or 361-2762 (from Greater Victoria.) 0

SATURNA from page 3
Bylaw? A short term vacation rental is defined
as less than 30 days—more than 30 days falls
under the Residential Tenancy Act.  

Mr Drew has been a bylaw officer for 20
years. He is very interested in community
education and support and was there to ask the
two trustees to advise him how to proceed. Mr.
Johnstone remarked that we can’t ask Mr Drew
to ‘suspend’ the bylaw enforcement on Saturna.
Brian Hollingshead and Tom Johnstone would
like the community to revisit and discuss these
issues by way of an information meeting that
the Trust will organize in the near future.

Community Fundraising
Through the dedicated work of the Community
Club Health Committee the community has
finally secured its yearly $10,000 grant for 2005-
2006 and we have been assured that we will
never get the grant retroactively for 2004-2005
from the Vancouver Island Health Authority.
The Health Committee is currently responding
to an offer for Saturna to become a pilot project
of BCAS in the provision of adequate ambulance
service to small, isolated communities.

Rec Centre Exercise Room
Funds are now being raised to furnish the
exercise room at the Recreation Centre.
Various Island groups have been asked to
donate to three major pieces of new
equipment—treadmill, universal gym and
exercise bike. Angela Holmes, Liz Keay, Kate
Vigneault, Bev Bruce, and Dr Janice Mason
have researched equipment and chosen what
will meet the dual purposes of therapeutic and
exercise needs for the community. They also
intend to use some of the funds for
informational sessions about how to get the
most from using the purchased equipment.

The marketing team for the Rec Centre was
pleased by the success of their Valentine’s Dance
and Lasagna Dinner. Marketing team member,
Al Stonehouse, in another guise known as Mr
Music, had envisioned a formal dance with
music from earlier eras when couples danced
dances with names to songs that had singable
lyrics. After this aforementioned group had
shuffled off to go to bed, he picked up the beat for
the more recent generations of dancers! 0

A second ‘water’ workshop, ‘From Sky to Earth’, will be held on
Saturday, April 29 at the school gym on Mayne Island. The
topics for this year’s one-day workshop will range from
rainwater collection, grey water collection and re-use, septic
system maintenance and savvy, to groundwater issues and
legislation. All Gulf Islanders are invited to attend.

An outcome of last year’s ‘Source to Tap’ water workshop was
the opening up of the membership in the Mayne Island
Integrated Water Systems Society to all Gulf Islanders. The
Society endeavors to provide educational speakers for its
members, as well as be an information source on island water
issues. Membership fees remain at $5. 

Topics for Discussion
With the Islands welcoming so many new property owners, who
often come from cities, where users are distanced from the
source of their water, it can be challenging to promote the water
conservation practices necessary to cope with the Islands’ finite
water supply and summer drought problems. As stewards of this
resource, we must all work together.

In a community drawing its water from a fully visible, surface
reservoir, water managers can judge the probability of a water
shortage by the level of the reservoir. Concern would  naturally
rise in the summer drought months or in times of low snow

An ambiguous situation over Capital Regional District’s sewage
outfall into the ocean has NGOs shaking their heads. Sierra
Legal Defence Fund, the Georgia Strait Alliance and the T. Buck
Suzuki Environmental Foundation are expressing frustration
over the response recently received from the BC Ministry of
Environment (MOE). 

Last November the groups had asked the province to
formally recognize that the Capital Regional District (CRD) has
created contaminated sites on the sea floor around the Clover
and Macaulay sewage outfalls.

According to the NGOs, the Ministry of Environment appears
to acknowledge contamination of the sea floor and indicates it
would be investigating further. However, the MOE’s letter goes on
to state that it is policy to not apply the province’s contaminated
sites rules to an active source of pollution and implies that
application of the contaminated sites rules to the CRD would only
be considered if the use of the outfalls were to cease.

CRuD Today & CRuD Tomorrow
‘On one hand, it’s a positive step that the province seems willing
to acknowledge that the CRD’s effluent could be an ‘active
source’ of pollution,’ said Christianne Wilhelmson, program
coordinator with the Georgia Strait Alliance. ‘On the other hand,
we are extremely concerned that it is unwilling to use the
contaminated sites rules to stop this pollution. Applying its
contaminated sites rules only after the CRD stops the use of the
sewage outfall is illogical. Existing regulations must be used to
protect the environment today.’ 

In their submission the groups used the CRD’s own scientific
data to show it has polluted the sea floor. Many contaminants were
found to be at levels in excess of the province’s standards under the
BC Contaminated Sites Regulations. The groups requested that the
Director of Waste Management designate the sites as contaminated
under BC law, and order the CRD to put in advanced sewage
treatment to stop the pollution from getting worse. 

‘Normally, before any industry receives a permit to pollute, it
must prove it is applying the best technology available to
minimize pollution,’ said Sierra Legal staff scientist John
Werring. ‘Right now, the CRD is using the absolute minimum
standard of sewage treatment that exists and, as a result, it is
polluting the environment. The government should be holding
the CRD to a much higher standard, especially with the 2010
Olympics coming to BC. The world is watching.’

Jim McIsaac, Clean Water director for the T. Buck Suzuki
Environmental Foundation said, ‘We hope that the Ministry of
Environment reconsiders how it is applying the law in this case
and applies pressure on the CRD to take immediate steps to limit
the extent of its pollution. The first step to do that is to stop the
active source by requiring the CRD to install secondary or better
sewage treatment immediately.’

The MOE says it should have a report by the end of March on
its findings into the environmental groups’ assertions. The
groups are calling on the government to make that report public
when it is delivered. 0

It’s not pollution as long as you keep doing it?

Water workshop in the works ~ Mary Cooper

WATER, please turn to facing page

                                                                                                   

www.mblabs.com
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AUTOMOTIVE HOME  & PROPERTY SERIVCES

HEALTH

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

Bulletin Board
(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838          

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: March 1, 2006 
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1.5’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts       
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $17.12  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
4Road test by qualified  

technician
4Cleanand inspect 

transmission pan 
440-point driveline 

safety check

only
$39.95

* 
for cars

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing 

• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

GETAWAYS

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals

PENDER ISLAND LONG  TERM:
Ocean Views, furnished, three
bedrooms, interior knotty pine,
cathedral ceilings-$1000.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

TTrreevvoorr EErriikkssoonn,, RR..AAcc
RReeggiisstteerreedd AAccuuppuunnccttuurriisstt
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

662299--33332222

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and

recognized by the
World Health

Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free

therapy for many
common health problems.

MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.caRent/Lease/Buy
Quality Used Cars & Trucks

SIDNEYCARS.COM

We will pick you up 
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Monthly 
Rentals 

from $525.
Mention this ad and

get an additional
10% off.

GSA Auto 
Rentals & Sales

FOR RENT
Victoria: 2-bedroom, garden-level
suite. No smoking, no pets.Available
March 1. $950/month. 250-598-9196

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn…… 
PPVVCC DDeecckk MMeemmbbrraanneess
&& AAlluummiinnuumm RRaaiilliinnggss
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE

CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::
225500--553377--22999900 oorr 
11--880000--880044--66228888

SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee GGuullff IIssllaannddss

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands).A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
Saturna Elementary School on
Wednesday, March 8 commencing
at 1pm. Public Welcome! 

LEGAL NOTICE
I, Walter Kowalski of 4613 Sailor
Easement, give 30 days notice to
Kim Young Hwan of 47310
Schooner Way, Pender Island, BC
VON 2M2 who is the owner of the
1982 Ford Econo Van, VIN:
1FTDE14EXCHA65281, Registration
No: 7839378 stored at 4613 Sailor
Easement. If this vehicle is not
claimed by March 10, 2006, the
vehicle will be disposed of.

AAlluummii--ttuubbss IInncc..
WWoooodd--FFiirreedd HHoott TTuubbss
•• MMaarriinnee ggrraaddee aalluummiinnuumm--cceeddaarr eexxtteerriioorr 
•• UUsseess ssaalltt oorr ffrreesshh wwaatteerr 

•• SSeeaattss 55--66 aadduullttss 

•• FFuullllyy ppoorrttaabbllee,, rroollllss  ttoo ssiittee 

•• PPrriiccee iinncclluuddeess sseeaattss,, ssttoovvee,, hhaarrddwwaarree

•• IInnssuullaatteedd,, hheeaattss uupp iinn 33 ttoo 44 hhoouurrss aanndd hhoollddss tteemmppeerraattuurree wweellll

EEvveerryytthhiinngg yyoouu nneeeedd...... jjuusstt aadddd wwaatteerr && eennjjooyy...... 

wwwwww..aalluummiittuubbss..ccoomm      EErriicc//WWeennddyy HHoollttzz 660044..227722..00662200

LETTERS from page 5

contains Btk, a naturally occurring bacterium found in soil. It
does not contain banned pesticides such as DDT. Health Canada
has approved Foray 48B for gypsy moth control by aerial
application over populated areas and recent studies have shown
it does not affect human health, and is safe to use over water.
Provincially, its use is strictly controlled by the Ministry of
Environment’s Integrated Pest Management Act.

Mr Wilcox states that a Victoria-area organic farmer lost his
certification during the last spray program, but he fails to
mention that the farmer rejected the Ministry’s offer to cover the
farmer’s crops so he could keep his certification.

In closing, I want to say the Ministry is well aware of the
concerns raised by the residents of Salt Spring Island. In
addition to our public notices, we have detailed information
about the gypsy moth and gypsy moth control on our web site at
www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfp/gypsymoth which I encourage your
readers to visit.

Tim Ebata, Forest Health project specialist, Ministry of
Forests and Range

Gravel Quarries on Salt Spring
The following was a ‘town hall’ submission to the Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee on January 31.

I am a member of Stewart Road Residents Association (SRRA).
SRRA has been working for over two years to stop the illegal and
proposed quarries off Stewart Road in the Jasper Road
subdivision. I am also a member of the SSI Neighbourhood
Coalition Group.

I would like to welcome our new LTC. George and Peter—I
will support you and yet hold you to your election promises to
preserve and protect SSI. I would like to especially welcome our
new Chair, Kim Benson. I have heard only good things about
you and I am grateful for the feminine presence on our SSI-LTC!

Regarding gravel quarries on SSI, Kimberly Lineger

suggested that she, if re-elected, would survey SSI for suitable
gravel extraction sites. As my January 10 letter describes, the
proposed and illegal gravel quarry sites are clearly not suitable
sites for gravel quarries because they are squarely in the
headwaters and major watershed lots for Stowel Creek and
Lake. At this time of year almost all of the proposed quarry lands
are under water and deep ponds exist near the quarry site. These
areas are both headwater/watershed and covenanted wetlands
and they are located on a very long, steep slope. It is not
acceptable, sustainable or wise, and I ask our LTC to work to
ensure, by whatever means necessary, that this unacceptable
scenario does not repeat itself on SSI. Protection of our water is
of higher priority than extracting gravel. Please honour this clear
priority by precautionary, preventative measures.

Regarding the proposed new Soil Removal Bylaw please
ensure that it is enacted as soon as possible. I note in John
Gauld’s Staff Report dated June 25, 2004 that it was originally
targeted for a June 30, 2004 completion date.

Secondly, if the SSI-LTC approves the Soil Removal Bylaw
(SRB) will that SRB become a section imbedded in our Land Use
Bylaw (LUB)? If the answer is ‘yes’ then under Enforcement
Section A.3.3. Violation and Penalties Section, any person
violating the provisions of this LUB is liable to a penalty of not
more than $5,000 and the cost of prosecution. Each day’s
violation constitutes a separate offence. What is your
understanding of this please?

Lastly, am I correct that the Ticketing Bylaw penalties for Soil
Removal violations will be amended in due course to reflect the
new Soil Removal Bylaw penalty guidelines?

In closing, our LTC is aware that there is widespread
consensus on SSI that we require more effective enforcement.
SSI has reached a stage in its development where the old laws of
live and let live rurality are no longer appropriate overall for
long-term preserve and protect sustainability here. Bylaw
enforcement must have penalties stiff enough to actually be a
deterrent in order to be effective and more monies are required
for bylaw monitoring and enforcement on SSI. The residents
and the environment have a right to expect our LTC to prioritize
this necessity.

I would like to entreat our SSI-LTC to lobby for a higher
budget for bylaw enforcement at the March Trust Council
meeting. Are you prepared to do this? Because–really–if there is
no effective enforcement what is the point of our bylaws? SSI is
paying higher property taxes and in my opinion its residents are
entitled to effective bylaw enforcement and due process. It is
time that effective enforcement is given the priority it requires.
Your efforts in this regard will be greatly appreciated.

Joyce Campbell, Salt Spring Island 0

of some 2,070 residents at an estimated 1.9 residents per home.
However, this estimate did not take into account that many of
these homes were used seasonally or only on weekends (and
thus were not their occupants’ primary residences, so they
would not show up in the census), and that some were used only
as STVR.

The 2001 census showed a permanent population of some
1,800 people. According to Kojima, current population growth
is about 1% per year; he projected North Pender’s population at
about 2300 to 2500 by the year 2030.

Real estate activity has been significant. Over a recent two
year period, 483 homes, representing nearly half the housing
stock, had changed hands.

At the OCP meeting, STVR advocates, most of whom either
owned properties used as STVR or who did business with STVR
owners, revisited all the arguments for summer rentals.
Information presented by various speakers included:

• A number of Island businesses claimed that a significant
part of their trade occurred in the summertime, though this
could not be directly linked to STVR. Other businesses, such as
property maintenance and landscaping operations, indicated
that STVR represented a significant customer base.

• Several STVR advocates warned of potential litigation if the
ban presently in the OCP was enforced. 

• Former trustee Em Round revisited the idea that STVR be
permitted but regulated (at the moment they are not a permitted
use of residential property). They were, he said, a ‘way of life’ on
Pender; banning them, he said, would ‘drive them underground.’

• Gulf Islands CRD Director Susan deGryp, who runs a
property maintenance business, said that it was now difficult to
find housekeepers on the Island, even at $30 per hour.

• One non-resident STVR owner claimed that, despite a rent
of $1500 per week, expenses and income tax withholding left
him with a ‘profit’ of only $400 per week. He accused the
trustees of bias.

• Numerous opponents of STVRs complained of
misbehaviour by summer visitors, and their inability to contact
STVR homeowners to complain. It appeared, however, that
situations where the owner was lived on the property, such as
B&Bs and rented cottages, did not pose such a problem. 0

PENDER OCP from page 1

The BC Health Coalition has been told that it will cost $24,575
to access information about the redevelopment of St Paul’s
Hospital. Since April 2005, Providence Health Care, the
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Finance, and Partnerships BC
have continued to put financial roadblocks in  the way of public
access to information about the St Paul’s redevelopment. After
filing a public interest fee waiver request, the BC Health
Coalition was advised by the Ministry of Finance and
Partnerships BC that: ‘There is no pressing or urgent need to
disclose these records in the public interest at this time.’

‘We are particularly concerned about the corporate
connections to the St Paul’s Hospital redevelopment,’ said Joyce
Jones, co-chair of the BC Health Coalition. ‘Two of the three
directors of Vancouver Esperanza Society, the group that has
purchased the land for the new hospital, have links to the for-
profit Cambie Surgical Clinic. The public has a right to know
what is going on with the redevelopment.’

‘The democratic principle is dependent on citizens being able
to access information used by government. Government
information is public information and it belongs to the public,’
said  Michael Vonn, policy director, BC Civil Liberties Association. 

‘At a time when increasing transparency and accountability
is the highest priority for government in Canada, things are
going the opposite way in BC,’ said Freedom of Information and
Privacy Association (FIPA) executive director Darrell Evans.
‘Access to information in our province is increasingly being shut
down, and the main method of doing so is by imposing
outrageous and unjustified fees. The BC Health Coalition is just
one of dozens of groups that are finding it more and more
difficult to obtain information that properly should be public.
When government contracts and millions of public dollars are at
stake, the public’s right to know should prevail without
question,’ he concludes. 0

Not in the public
interest—$24, 575 to find
out about St Paul’s
Hospital redevelopment

pack. However, we live on islands that draw from an invisible
water reservoir, beneath our feet. Should we, as water resource
managers, show any less concern about the quantity of the
available water simply because we cannot see it? 

Another point  to ponder: it is not how much water we can or
cannot pump from our aquifer rather how much water we
consume. Pump less, conserve more. For example, do you have
a low flush toilet? An old toilet consumes close to 30% of the
water we use while ever depleting that hidden reservoir. 0

WATER from previous page

FOR SALE
Parts car. 1981 Volvo 245DL. Well-
maintained, running, bodywork
poor. Best offer 250-629-3660
17' Davidson Chugger, 1976. 9hp
Farymann diesel burns 1 litre/hr, full
canvass, v-berth, electric head,
swimgrid. VHF & DS. Galvanized
trailer. $9,000 obo. 604-858-4848,
bjstolee@dowco.com

Pro-MAC
Painting &

Pressure Washing
Serving the Gulf Islands 

‘It’s exterior time!’

Call Mac:
250-216-9009
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Caring where your money is invested 
can go hand in hand with good returns.

(250) 405-2468
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca (877) 405-2400

Invest Ethically

Accommodation
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC  V8Z 3K4   
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

$39*
from

better deal!
visitors a

Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna, 
free parking, in-room coffee, 
a convenient location 
and a warm welcome. 
Stay with us.

We offer 

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2006.

OOPPEENN FFOORR SSPPRRIINNGG??

LLeett VViissiittoorrss KKnnooww
225500--662299--33666600

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to UVic, hospital & the
ocean. Organic breakfasts,

private bathrooms. $40-$60
250-598-7015

Live Your Dream

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE
– Over 100 full colour designs –

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE

CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com www.cougarscrag.com    1-888-808-2724

pet-friendly

Escape to Metchosin

•• eexxcceelllleenntt
rreeffeerreenncceess

•• ffuullllyy iinnssuurreedd

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

www.islandtides.comwww.islandtides.com
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Doowah Design Inc.
Client: Royal Winnipeg Ballet    Job no: RW 2112    Attn: Christa/Gillian
RWB Messiah Island Tides ad / BW / 5 in x 7.625 in / Due: Feb 15
Problems or questions, call Brent Mundy at (204) 949-7230

CHOREOGRAPHY: Mauricio Wainrot 
MUSIC: George Frederic Handel
SET & COSTUME DESIGN: Carlos Gallardo
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DANCERS

heavenly

VOICES
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MUSIC

Call 386-6121 or 1-888-717-6121 STUDENT/SENIOR/GROUP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
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Condors and Marmots ~ Doug Carrick

T
he California condor is a giant vulture,
weighing up to 25lbs.  With a wing span
of nine-and-a-half feet, it is capable of

soaring to an altitude of 15,000 feet. The
condor population, however, had declined
drastically and by the year 1940 it was down to
100.  By 1967, it was down to 50 and by 1987,
down to 9.

In that year, it was decided to capture these
last nine condors and put them in recovery
stations along with 18 other condors already in
captivity—a total population of only 27.  No
others in the world!

In captivity, there is no danger from
starvation, poisoning, shooting or predators. The
first egg laid is removed and incubated
artificially. The condors generally respond by
laying a second egg, which is left for them to
hatch. Thus, the rate of reproduction is doubled.

By 1992, the population was up to 50 and by
1998 up to 100. With survival now expected,
condors were once again released to the wild.
The first wild-laid condor chick was hatched in
April 2002. By 2004, there were 82 condors
flying free, 32 ready for release and 101
remaining in captivity. A remarkable recovery!

Our Vancouver Island Marmots were also in
a free fall to extinction, numbering 300 in 1984
and down to 100 by 1997.  At this time a captive
breeding plan was begun at four locations:  the
Toronto Zoo, the Calgary Zoo, a centre at Fort
Langley and a new centre on Mount
Washington.

Current Marmot Status
Dec 2002         Dec 2005

In the wild 36                      39
In Captivity 63 121
Total 99 160

The numbers in the wild did not rise
dramatically over this period because the main
predators; cougars, wolves and golden eagles
were eating up the marmots almost as fast as
they were being reintroduced. The program
was like a food-bank for the predators. To
combat this trend, some marmot areas were
fenced off and others were protected by guards
who scared the predators away. This worked
well. Next year, around 25 marmots will be
released to the wild and it is expected that most
will survive. The marmots, like the condors, are
on their way to recovery. 0

O
nly Galiano Island would produce a CD
to help pay for a skateboard park. This
unlikely juxtaposition, however, has

resulted in a unique recording—an audio
snapshot of Galiano’s emerging artists at the
beginning of 2006. It’s an essential addition to
your collection of Island music.

It’s called, obviously, ‘The Galiano
Collection’, and includes sixteen pieces
representing a wide range of Island music—
roughly what you might hear if you were lucky
enough to attend a really good Galiano concert
night. All the pieces are original; the dilemmas
of life are musically and poetically presented
with wit and some wisdom. Guitars abound,
backed up by some highly competent rhythm
players, and the sound ranges from complex
solo guitar, various vocal combinations and
styles, to rock band, and jazz combo. 

Most of the music is a little too laid back to
skateboard by, I’d think—but then don’t ask me
to ride a skateboard. But it’s relaxing travelling
music, and rich in its variety—and very ‘Islands.’

The CD opens with a wry and wicked ditty,
‘Corner Store’ by Ana Bon-Bon and Amelia
Rose, followed by several vocals in different
styles by Gary Cramer, Onli Dolling, Brook
Bilney, Heather McRae, and Tamara Nile.
Mostly fairly gentle stuff, but the pace picks up
around track 7 with ‘Bodega’, composed by
Brad Prevedoros and performed by Sticks
Allison (good Galiano names all). 

By track 9, ‘13/8’, composed and performed
by Funk Shui, the rhythm line is getting really
fascinating. Then towards the end of the CD, we
get several pieces of rock and jazz, and the

surprising inclusion of a west coast sea shanty,
‘The Bank Trollers’, sung by baritone Bill
Richards and the Vivaldi Chamber Choir. The
final track is the elegant but strangely named
‘Turquoise Maintenance Concept’ by Andrew
Ages (did I detect a harmonica?). 

This CD is kind of a treasure chest, and
highlights the diverse talent that’s growing on
Galiano. The production is all Galiano: Janice
Prevedoros is responsible for the concept, with
the compilation and remastering by Brook Bilney
and David Gaylor; graphics by Yokon Hartman. 

You can order the CD through Janice at
250-539-5336 or info@janiceprevedoros.com.
Galiano stores carrying the CD are Art & Soul
Craft Gallery, Grand Central, Galiano Trading
Co., Ixchel Craft Shop, and, of course, The
Corner Store. 0
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Thank-you to our 2006 Thank-you to our 2006 
voluntary subscribers!voluntary subscribers!

                                  

www.linwoodhomes.com

