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T-shirt weather at the summit of Mount Norman, South Pender Island on February 1—a definite sign of spring! The weather summary
recorded only 55 hours of sunshine for the month of January, well below the normal of 68.
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Court affirms DFO responsible for orca habitat Avatar Grove protected

he federal Court of Appeal has upheld a precedentsetting ruling that confirmed the federal government
is legally bound to protect killer whale (orca) habitat,
according to a judgment released February 9.
In its judgment, the Court of Appeal unanimously
dismissed nearly all aspects of the federal government’s
appeal and ordered the government to pay the associated
costs. This means that essentially all of the original ruling,
which found that the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
(DFO) had failed to legally protect orca whale critical habitat,
has been upheld.
‘Ecojustice and our clients are very pleased with the
Court of Appeal’s decision,’ said Margot Venton, staff lawyer
at Ecojustice. ‘In upholding the original ruling, the Court of
Appeal has confirmed that it’s time to get on with the
business of actually protecting these killer whales.’

T

Ecojustice, representing a coalition of nine
environmental groups, successfully argued in Federal Court
last year that DFO had not met its legal obligation to protect
orca whales. The court ruled that the Minister of Fisheries
and Oceans must legally protect all aspects of orcas’ critical
habitat—including their food supply and the quality of their
marine environment.
DFO appealed that decision, claiming that discretionary
provisions in the Fisheries Act adequately protect the critical
habitat of aquatic species such as orca. The Act however,
does not make critical habitat protection mandatory, as is
the case under the Species at Risk Act. Instead, the Fisheries
Act gives Minister Keith Ashfield broad discretion to
authorize activities that destroy habitat.
‘The original ruling, and now the Court of Appeal’s
ORCA PROTECTION, please turn to page 2

Feds end popular ecoENERGY program early

he federal government closed the popular
ecoENERGY Retrofit-Homes program to any new
registrants on January 29. The sudden closing was
two months before its official end date on March 31.
Participation was limited to 250,000 homeowners.
Industry estimates show that by capping registration, the
federal government will invest at most $192 million in total
ecoENERGY home retrofit grants. This investment is less
than half of the $400 million to which the federal
government committed in Budget 2011.
‘With the Harper government focused on creating jobs
and securing Canada’s energy future, we are surprised that
Minister Oliver closed such a successful program early,’ said
is at these

Jeff Murdock, vice-president of Building Insight
Technologies, a Vancouver-based energy audit company.
Home retrofit incentive programs save energy, help
families, and are proven low-tax job creation measures,
generating two dollars in tax revenue for every dollar
invested in homeowner grants.
These programs are extremely popular with Canadians.
For example, according to the Ontario Real Estate
Association, 92% of Ontario homeowners think
government should create more incentives for homeowners
to make environmentally friendly and energy efficient
renovations to their homes. 0

n February 16, the BC government announced that
it will prohibit logging of Avatar Grove on
Vancouver Island by including it in 59.4 hectares
of Old-Growth Management Areas (OGMA).
Of 236 public comments made during the public input
process from September through November last year,
232 comments were in favour of Avatar Grove’s protection.
‘We commend the BC government for protecting this key
tract of extremely rare valley bottom ancient forest. Virtually
all of the valley bottoms on southern Vancouver Island,
where the biggest trees grow, have been logged,’ stated
TJ Watt, the Ancient Forest Alliance co-founder who came
across Avatar Grove in December 2009.
Avatar Grove, a stand of ancient red cedars and Douglas
fir, is a 15-minute drive from the town of Port Renfrew on
southwestern Vancouver Island. 0
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Calls to save Cortes Island’s
old-growth forest

orth Island MLA Claire Trevena and Cortes Island
Regional Director Noba Anderson are calling on
the provincial government to help stop the logging
of stands of old-growth Douglas fir on Cortes Island.
Cortes community members have expressed concern
about plans by Island Timberlands to log old growth and
areas of ‘provincial ecological significance.’
‘Stands such as these are extremely rare, and the clusters
of trees found on Cortes are truly important for the
province,’ said Trevena. ‘We hope that the government
realises the value of them remaining and works with us to
CORTES OLD-GROWTH, please turn to page 2

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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‘LONG COLD LEGS’ A RECORD-BREAKER?
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

Island Tides’ underwater
photographer Derek Holzapfel
did not have a measuring tape
with him on this late–January
dive in Boundary Pass, but he
estimated that this

Giant Pink Sea Star measured
almost two metres from tip to
tip! His references state that
the maximum size for this
echinoderm is just 65cm
across.

Keeping up with the Trust ~ Compiled by Sara Miles

Hornby Bylaws, OCP & Mapping

At its February 3 meeting, the new Hornby Island Local
Trust Committee took important steps in addressing
vacation home rentals, the number one item on their work
program.
The Local Trust Committee (LTC) adopted Bylaw 142,
which amends the Official Community Plan (OCP) to
provide a policy framework for vacation home rentals, and
Bylaw 143, which amends the Land Use Bylaw to permit the
use in all residential zones in accordance with regulations.
The LTC also directed staff to draft an amendment to
Bylaw 143 to provide more flexibility in the time of year
when vacation home rentals can be conducted. It will go
through a first reading soon, at which time it will be
available for public review. The amending bylaw will be
subject to a Community Information Meeting and Public
Hearing, likely in April. A draft bylaw enforcement policy
(which would focus scarce resources upon those vacation
home rentals that are really problematic and provide more
flexibility for low-key operations) will also be presented at
the Community Information Meeting.
Another item on the LTC work program—scoping the
process for completing the review of the OCP and Land Use
Bylaw—will be adressed at the upcoming March 16 meeting.

ORCA PROTECTION from page 1

judgment, have confirmed that the fate of killer whales
should not be left to the discretion of politicians,’ Venton
said. ‘These whales must be protected by law. They need
spaces to feed, breed and raise their young if their
populations are going to survive and recover.’
Central to the case are two distinct populations of orcas
that traverse British Columbia’s coastal waters, the northern
and southern residents. At last count there were 264
threatened northern residents and just 87 endangered

CORTES OLD-GROWTH from page 1

persuade the company to protect them. We recognize the
need for forestry, but it should be done responsibly.’
Trevena and Anderson have written to the Minister of
Environment and Minister of Forests and Natural Resource
Management asking for their assistance.
‘I have met with Island Timberlands and will again this
month. We are receiving very mixed messages from them
about the details of their imminent logging plans on the
island, and we want clarity,’ said Anderson. ‘Many residents
are dedicated to the protection and responsible use of these

FINANCIAL WORKSHOPS 2012
Volunteers & Board Members of Non-Profit Organizations
Vital Financial Information All Charities Should Know

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Volunteer Board Members: What You Need to Know
Tuesday, February 28, 7-10 pm
Portlock Park Portable Room, Salt Spring Island
Fee: $20.00 - Registration Deadline: February 24

REGISTRATION forms at www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc or the PARC office. Fee
must be included; payments accepted by cash, cheque, debit, or credit
card. INFORMATION: 250-537-4448, ssiparc@crd.bc.ca.

This is a major project for the term. Also at this meeting, an
environmental consultant will present the results of a
mapping project of Fords Creek and Beulah Creek
watersheds, the first step towards achieving compliance
with the provincial Riparian Areas Regulation, the third
priority on the work program. Interested members of the
public are encouraged to come and hear this presentation
and, of course, are welcome to attend all LTC meetings.

Denman Committees & Farm Plan

The Denman Island LTC is requesting expressions of
interest from individuals for four positions on the Advisory
Planning Commission and up to six positions on a new
Marine Advisory Planning Commission. Appointees must
be electors within the Denman Island Local Trust Area. To
learn more, contact the Advisory Planning Commission
Chairperson, Sonya Edelson (offgridgirl@gmail.com), or
Trustees Laura Busheikin or David Graham. Expressions
of interest are due February 27.
Another project on Denman is the Farm Plan, which is
now in Phase 2—preparation of the Farm Plan itself. A blog
has been launched as a way of sharing information and
gathering feedback from the community about the Plan. See
www.denmanfarmplan.wordpress.com.
TRUST, please turn to next page

southern residents (related article, page 10). Both species
are listed under the Species at Risk Act. Orcas are
considered a ‘sentinel species,’ which means their health is
a bellwether for the overall health of the ocean environment
in which they live.
Ecojustice is representing the David Suzuki Foundation,
Dogwood Initiative, Environmental Defence, Greenpeace,
Georgia Strait Alliance, International Fund for Animal
Welfare, Raincoast Conservation, Sierra Club of BC and the
Wilderness Committee. 0
lands, and are willing to go to great measures to ensure this
outcome.’
The stands are important as less than 1% old-growth
Douglas fir remains in the endangered coastal ‘Dry
Maritime’ biogeoclimatic sub-zone on the Gulf Islands and
southeastern Vancouver Island. The lands also contain redand blue-listed species and plant communities.
The proposal to log the lands is gaining international
attention. Trevena and Anderson are hoping an amicable
solution can be found to the problem. 0
ADMISSION ONLY $10 ~ BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE 2 FOR 1!
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The assault on civil liberties
and the rule of law — Elizabeth May, MP

T

he last few weeks have seen some
extraordinary exchanges in the House of
Commons. I would never have imagined
a year ago that, once elected and in the House, I
would hear the Minister of Justice argue that it
is alright to fire warning shots over the heads of
trespassers, or the Minister for Public Safety
accuse Opposition members of endangering the
lives of their constituents if they did not accept
the value of information obtained by torture.
Both of those exchanges happened in early
February. I listen in disbelief. ‘When someone is
coming on your land to steal from you…’ says
Justice minister Rob Nicholson, punctuated by
Justin Trudeau’s heckling, ‘they are coming for
your daughter, get your gun.’ It was surrealistic.
The following week, the Conservatives
introduced Bill C-30, a bill to require internet
service providers to turn over personal
information to authorities, without a warrant.
The online spying bill was called the ‘Lawful
Access’ bill until yesterday when they renamed
it the ‘Protecting Children From Internet
Predators Act’. The change was so last-minute

TRUST from previous page
Saturna to Discuss Review

that the bill with the wrong title was distributed
to MPs at First Reading. It is all spin. The bill
would provide this information in all contexts;
nothing about it is restricted to child
pornography. Nevertheless, Vic Toews bellowed
in the House that the Opposition could either
‘stand with us or stand with the child
pornographers.’ It is shocking that people who
are not suspected of any crime will have key
identifiers held by their internet service provider
turned over to the police, without warrant.
On the other hand, it fits within a steady
process of unravelling civil liberties. Going back
a few years, the Supreme Court ruled that the
Harper Conservatives had violated the Charter
rights of Omar Khadr. The court’s ruling was
essentially ignored.
The Omnibus Crime Bill, with its new
direction toward punitive justice, the rejection of
restorative justice and rehabilitation, mandatory
minimum sentences, the publication of names
of young offenders, and so on, likely violates the
Charter.
So too will a bill that has received less media

On February 25, at 4pm, the Saturna Island LTC will hold a
Community Information Meeting to discuss the Islands
Trust Policy Statement Review. This Special Meeting will be
at the Saturna Island Lighthouse Restaurant Meeting Area,
adjacent to the BCFerries dock.

Viewing Salt Spring Meeting Videos

Video recordings of some Salt Spring Island LTC meetings
are going online, as part of a pilot project. At its January 5
meeting, the Salt Spring trustees identified that many
members of the community would like a record of decisionmaking beyond what is provided by the written Minutes.
Three videography contractors submitted proposals to
provide the service, and it was awarded to Peter Prince of
Salt Spring Island, a veteran film and television producer.
At the end of the pilot period, the Salt Spring Island LTC
will be provided with a report that includes public
comments received and the number and length of
independent views. The trustees will review the
effectiveness of the service with a focus on providing better
public information and improved participation in local
decisions.

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

The past recorded. Remember this iconic Sidney building? It was
constructed in the late 1940s and was torn down last year.

coverage: Bill C-4, the so-called ‘Human
Smuggling Act’. It not only offends the
Charter but also the International
Convention of the Rights of Refugees. It
should be called the ‘Refugee
Internment Act.’ It states that any group
of refugees arriving through ‘irregular
entry’—which is at least by ship, but can
be any entry the Minister of

Immigration declares to be irregular—
will be jailed for a year. Whole families.
Women, children. All in internment,
with no access to a lawyer or legal rights,
and no recognition of time in Canada
toward residency. It is an outrage.
Unspeakable. But it will pass.
Legislation
currently
moving
CIVIL LIBERTIES, please turn to page 11

Community Stewardship Awards

Three regular business meetings (February 2, February
23, and March 15) will be recorded. To view the videos or
comment, visit www.youtube.com/saltspringvideo and
scroll to the SSI Local Trust Committee Meeting.

The Islands Trust 2012 Community Stewardship Awards
are now open for nominations. Anyone can nominate an
individual, group, organization, school or classroom that
has protected the environment or enhanced a community
in the Trust Area.
‘By nominating someone for an award, you are telling a
story about people investing their energy, time and
imagination into our communities and our environment,’
said Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council.
The Islands Trust added a category three years ago to
recognize the actions of those who are working in the area
of climate change. Last year, this award went to Barry
Mathias for the Car Stops Program on Pender Island.
Nominations can be for a specific project or work carried
out over a period of time. It must be ongoing or have been
completed within the previous year. Stewardship awards
will go to at least two individuals and two organizations,
providing there are sufficient qualifying entries to justify an
award. Each nominator can submit two nominations per
category. The deadline for nominations is April 27.
Details are at www.islandstrust.bc.ca/poi/awards.cfm or
from Islands Trust offices. 0

Galiano Forest Lands Meeting

On February 29, representatives from the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations will meet
with local trustees on Galiano Island to discuss potential
changes to the Private Managed Forest Land Act (PMFL).
A public meeting will also be held that day, from 2-5pm at
the South Galiano Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road, to explain
options the ministry may be considering and to have a
question and answer session. Ministry staff have indicated
that they are considering recommending changes to the
legislation and the regulation that would allow local
governments to regulate but not prohibit a residence on
PMFL lots.

5

Pender Volunteer Advisors

The North and South Pender Island Local Trust
Committees are seeking expressions of interest from eligible
voters who have the interest and ability to advise the LTCs
on a range of land use, planning, development and
sustainability matters. For details, see ads on page 8.
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1. Weed the yard while the
soil’s still wet
2. Clean and fill your water
storage tanks
3. Sieve your compost
4. Prune, feed and mulch
plants
5. Look for snowdrops and
bulbs shooting up
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Concrete…Better
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Readers’ Letters

All God’s Creatures

Dear Editor:
It’s that time of the year again; everything is about to bloom
and blossom and the little creatures integral to this
environment are once again the victims of misplaced fears
and propaganda, better known as Genocidal Ant Slaughter
(GAS).
Ants are one of the most maligned species—those cute
six-legged critters that are able to move many times their
own weight and who possess one of the most complex and
socially cohesive communities on the planet.
Ants are far cleaner than human beings and, due to their
size, when they enter your house they are more than willing
to clean up all that organic debris that has accumulated in
kitchen nooks and crannies. They only forage beyond their
nesting area a few weeks of the year, so their presence is a
but a minor inconvenience compared to all the good they
do. They are amongst the cleanest and least harmful species
we share the planet with.
As for the prejudice fomented against carpenter ants, it
is mostly spawned by those who have made a business out
of defaming insects and they are more than willing to exploit
this species prejudice against ants despite all we know about
their benefits to humankind.
Carpenter ants do not eat healthy wood. They eat rotted
wood and are another one of the host of critters that recycle
decaying matter. If you have rotten wood in your house,
your place is already at risk.
Ants on the other hand act in much the same way
towards wood that maggots do dead flesh, cleaning up the
real risk factor before it can spread and become gangrenous
and leaving the healthy skin—or wood—alone.
Please, before spraying and pouring more chemical
contaminants around your house to rid yourself of one of
Nature’s greatest benefactors, do some research for yourself
and help end the GAS mayhem. The house you benefit may
well be your own.
William David, Gabriola Island

Gateway Referendum Initiative

Dear Editor:
Endless debate over pipelines across BC has brought me to
one conclusion. This is far too big a decision to be made by
our elected officials, this is one decision that should be made
by the people of British Columbia, for the people of British
Columbia. Not under any circumstances by Ottawa, Alberta
and/or the oil industry.
As such, I have contacted Elections BC to begin the
process of a Legislative Initiative that will propose a ban on
all new construction of oil and condensate pipelines across
BC, forcing a provincial referendum on this issue.
I am very familiar with the Recall and Initiative Act and
feel quite comfortable in getting the required 10% of the
Province to agree that we should all have a say in this. As
the proponent in two recall attempts I’m fully aware of the
requirements.
I’m also hoping that as this develops a life of its own, the
premier will save us the expense, time and the inevitable
animosity by sending it to a referendum herself, keeping in
mind that it is fair to say that all this initiative will do is
confirm that 10% of the province would prefer a
referendum. We already know that by looking at the polls.
As an unelected premier, she should feel the need to consult
the neglected people of BC first. Think HST.
I belong to no political party and have no affiliation to
any. To those of you that know me, you’ll remember that I
raised my daughter on a sailboat in the same waters that are
now being threatened by the possibility of oil tanker traffic
and the inevitable spills.

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

T R A FA LG A R H O M E S

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1-866-971-0239

I’ve been living on this coast for 30 years. The ocean is
my backyard and was never intended to have oil dumped
into it. According to statistics, that’s only a matter of time if
this pipeline is permitted. Add to that the possibility of
terrorism and you have the perfect storm for a disaster. No
amount of public hearings will change this. Passing a
citizen’s initiative does.
I will not act as my own financial or campaign manager,
a website will be available soon and I will attempt to keep
the requesting media outlets informed of our progress
including the final wording of the writ and the various
procedures to be undertaken.
Robert Saint Amour, Vancouver Island

Plenty to Celebrate

Dear Editor:
On behalf of the officers and directors of CoalWatch Comox
Valley Society, I’d like to extend a sincere thank you to
everyone involved in making February 11th’s sold out
‘Ocean of Plenty II’ fundraising dinner a huge success. The
support from the community as a whole was heart-warming.
I’d like to thank the following sponsors who helped make
this event possible: Gerald Richardson (Comox Valley
Design), Island Tides, Sean Frank of the K’omoks First
Nation, along with Joey and Wes, in providing the geoduck;
Macs Oysters; Fanny Bay Oysters; Baynes Sound Oysters;
Pentlatch Seafoods; Stellar Bay Shellfish; Hollie Wood
Oysters; Fanny Bay Community Association.
It takes a lot of volunteers to make a fundraising event
like this a success. Indeed, this was a collaborative
community effort. I would like to recognize the core
organizers who worked many hours in preparation for the
dinner: Fiona and Nick Mackey, Jeanette Reinhardt, Greg
and Holly Wood, Dawn McRae of Custom Gourmet, along
with her staff and the volunteers who helped serve the
delicious food.
The many donations of items for the silent and live
auctions, along with the generous bidding for those auction
items surpassed our wildest expectations.
2012 will be a very busy year for CoalWatch. With the
generous support of the community, CoalWatch will
continue to stay fully engaged in the Raven Coal Mine issue,
and be a strong advocate for public participation and
education on this important issue.
John Snyder, President, CoalWatch Comox Valley

Response to Cable Ferry Petition

BC Ferries forwarded its February 6 response to petition
initiators to Island Tides for publication.
Dear Mesdames and Messrs:
We are in receipt of the petition from Denman Island
residents opposing the cable ferry project and the covering
letter dated November 14, 2011, from Laura Pope, Graeme
Johnston, Charlie Tait and Larry Berg. We are also in receipt
of the letter of January 20, 2012, from Jocelyne Lacroix.
Mr Donald Hayes, Chair of the Board of Directors of
British Columbia Ferry Services Inc (BC Ferries) and Mr
Mike Corrigan, President & CEO of BC Ferries have
reviewed your letters and have asked that I reply on their
behalf.
We acknowledge receipt of the petition and confirm that
it has been brought to the attention of the Board of Directors
and senior management. BC Ferries carefully reviews all
complaints it receives, and the concerns about the cable
ferry project, as set out in the petition, are no exception.
The opposition to the cable ferry project appears to lie in
the belief that it is, to use the words of the petition cover
letter, a ‘poor replacement’ for the present service. We
respectfully disagree. The cable ferry will be designed and
built to meet or exceed the present service in every aspect,
and will generate overall cost savings, which will benefit all
ferry users.
To respond specifically to the petition we address its
cover page resolutions in order below.
• Major long term savings will be achieved not only
though a reduction of crew, but also by lowering capital
costs and reducing operating expenses such as fuel and
maintenance. We acknowledge that the reduction in crew
may negatively affect the local economy. Nonetheless, it is
in the interests of ferry users that BC Ferries operate as
efficiently as possible, and, in accordance with the Coastal
Ferry Act, that we pursue all opportunities to minimize
expenses without jeopardizing safety or reliability. We
believe the cost reduction potential of the cable ferry is high
and our proceeding with it is directly in line with the
principles of the Act and the British Columbia Ferries
Commissioner’s recent report.

LETTERS, please turn to next page

W

Notes from the road

e’re on the Spring side of winter! Taking three
weeks to dawdle home along the coast from
Tucson, Arizona, we followed early spring, from
blooming California poppies along the Mexican border to
snowdrops at home. Following the coastline was like visiting
friends and family along the way—which we also did.
California purple finches, vultures, hummingbirds, sand hill
cranes, broccoli, chard, strawberries, spinach, artichokes
were thriving with all the vibrancy that we will see when they
fly back from the sunny south or sprout from our sunwarmed earth.
We drove home on Highway 1, hugging the outer US
coast like a caterpillar on a twig in some places. I was deeply
comforted that, in many places, the coast is as I saw it as a
child—miles of rolling green with oaks and bushes in the
draws and up the canyons, fringed by crashing surf and rock
stacks.
Much of this land is under the mandate of the California
Coastal Protection Commission. Driven by the possibility of
Sea Ranch, a huge development in central California, the
commission was created in 1972. It is tasked with protecting
terrestrial and marine habitat from development
considerations. Much of central and northern California is
protected shoreline, the longest stretch being 276 miles,
including 5,322 square miles of ocean.
This means that you travel for miles on old Highway 1
with the most spectacular land and sea views unfolding. One
of the bounties of protection is abundant wildlife. Driving
along we kept seeing more and more vultures, sailing up the
updrafts from the sea or twirling in towers of individuals.
We stumbled upon the reason for so much bird activity
when we pulled into California’s Piedras Blancas State Park.
Amongst about 50 other visitors, we looked ten feet down
an embankment at several hundred noisy elephant seals.
The seal rookery was full of babies, females, and males. The

LETTERS from previous page

• BC Ferries has conducted significant consultations with
both Denman and Hornby Island residents on at least eight
separate occasions. A list of the meeting dates can be
provided if desired. We understand some residents feel the
consultations were not ‘meaningful’. BC Ferries believes its
consultations have been open, forthright, honest and
extensive. In all our sessions BC Ferries has made senior
personnel available who answered all questions put to them.
• The Commissioner’s report is now public and contains
no recommendations specific to the Denman Island route.
The report does, however, emphasize the pressing need for
BC Ferries to innovate and reduce costs, both of which the
cable ferry will do.
• Regarding ‘grave safety concerns’ about a crew size of
three, we can find no facts or evidence to support this
contention. On the contrary, BC Ferries has two expert
reports which clearly indicate a crew of three will be safe as
well as fully compliant with Transport Canada Regulations.
• BC Ferries’ proposal does not end night-time
emergency service. Statements to the contrary are incorrect.
This has been articulated to the residents of both Denman
and Hornby Islands on numerous occasions.
In summary, we appreciate the concerns that have been
brought to our attention by this petition. However, we find
the petition presents no facts, analysis or evidence to
demonstrate the cable ferry would diminish the service level
or render it unsafe.
BC Ferries is always prepared to consider facts or
evidence that bear upon our cable ferry proposal. As such,

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

— Priscilla Ewbank
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The males arrive on the California
bulls, with their strange snouts,
Channel Islands and up and down
roar and bellow threats to other
the coast around November, and the
males and sub-adults, the pups
females arrive in mid-December
squawk to be fed, and the
and have pups in a few days. The
females squabble over prime
huge males weigh up to 5,000
locations and pups.
pounds and the females about
Gulls and other scavengers
1,500, the pups are 40–60
joined them on the beach sand
pounds when born. The parents
above the crashing surf. The
do not eat when on land—100
predators were feasting on dead
days for the males, 35 for the
pups and afterbirth. I was
females. The pups suckle the
exhilarated to see so much life in a
richest milk in the mammal
small area, close up.
world, 56% butterfat, and
The recovery of elephant seal
weigh about 200-300 pounds
populations is like so many boom and
IA
before the mother weans
N
R
O
bust West Coast stories. After the
IN CALIF
S
them
by swimming away and
L
A
E
S
California gold rush played out, men
EPHANT
leaving them to figure out how to swim
L
E
moved on to harvesting—with no
and catch food.
consideration or comprehension of the
The males and females lose about a third of their body
balance of natural populations—redwoods, abalone, whales,
weight on land and the babies lose a lot of weight before they
otters, seals, herring, cod. Some natural populations
figure out how to fend for themselves–if they don’t end up
recovered, some were gone forever, and some populations
as someone else’s dinner. Other marine species, such as
remained low due to severe alteration of habitat.
orcas and sharks, are very attuned to the breeding rhythms
Six uniformed volunteers, brochures, and a booth, help
of elephant seals and seal pup is easy prey.
visitors understand the marvel of this cacophony of life on
The males and females after such a gregarious time on
the beach below us. In 1880, elephant seals were thought to
the beach are completely solitary and don’t touch land again
be extinct having been harvested along with shore whales
until they return to molt all of their hair and skin. They can
and seals for blubber. Oil obtained from elephant seals was
dive for up to an hour with a three-minute re-oxygenation
second in quality and quantity to sperm whales.
and have been recorded down to 5,000 feet.
Since 1972 in the USA, they are protected by the Marine
The females migrate north up to about Seattle then head
Mammal Protection Act. In 1992, the first birth was
west pursuing squid in the open ocean. The males go to the
recorded at Piedras Blancas. By 1999, they estimated the
Aleutian Islands, following the continental shelf. They are
population to be around 150,000 elephant seals. For me, it
sometimes seen off the west coast of Vancouver Island. The
is thrilling that some exploited species are beginning to
bulls eat sharks, rays and other bottom-dwelling fish.
recover in my lifetime.
What a chain of life we have on the West Coast! 0
BC Ferries is continuing to research the project and proceed
towards implementation. Thank you again for your letter
and we trust this above provides the requested response to
your petition.
Mark Collins, Vice President, Engineering, BC Ferry Services Inc

Pension Cuts

Dear Editor:
The Harper Government plans on rolling ahead with its
plan to raise the age at which seniors are eligible for Old Age
Security benefit and Guaranteed Income Supplement from
65 to 67, despite the opposition from nearly three quarters
of Canadians, according to an Ipsos Reid poll. Prime
Minister Harper, however, isn’t asking any members of
parliament to deal with such austerity. His party wants to
maintain MPs’ lucrative public pension plans, but put
pressure on normal Canadians. Given that this affects many
low-income and ill seniors, why is it just being sprung on us
now? Harper’s Conservatives actually campaigned on
supporting low-income seniors! We didn’t hear anything of
these cuts during the election, but I guess this is what we
should expect from the rest of our four-year sentence with
this regime?
Bryan Crockett, Duncan

Politicians Must Lead by Example

Dear Editor:
One of the greatest barriers to public participation in
national and international affairs is cynicism. At times this
is due to the simple and easy belief that all politicos and
public institutions are on the take or only self-interested.
Even if only based on misperception, it remains a bane to
FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
 Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required
Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A Avenue
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca

participatory democracy. And the place to thwart cynicism
is for those in power to follow through with public
announcements. Nothing turns off people faster than
watching leaders say one thing and then do another.
And this is where the World Bank is failing the world’s
citizens. In 2010, after it’s coffers were refilled during the
latest funding round, the President of the World Bank
committed $750 million over five years for basic education,
with a focus on countries struggling to meet the education
Millennium Development Goals, particularly sub-Saharan
Africa. Education was highlighted because it is one of the
most powerful means of improving the long-term ability of
the developing world to pull itself out of poverty.
So it was a great shock to learn that the amount they are
actually spending is two-thirds lower than what was
promised, without any explanation. Millions of children will
be denied basic primary education as a result. Given that
the World Bank’s coffers were recently replenished to the
tune of $49 billion, it is not a matter of lack of funds.
So here again we have the spectacle of an important and
powerful taxpayer-funded organisation making grand
public announcements, while doing something completely
opposite once the cameras go home. Canada sent a great
deal of money to the World Bank in 2010, and we have a
right to expect that the money would be used as declared.
Bev Oda and CIDA must pressure them to follow through
with their promise. Failure to do so can only result in
maintaining the need for aid for the developing world, and
more public cynicism and disengagement here in Canada.
Nathaniel Poole, Victoria 0

Your Total
Total
W
ater S
olution
Water
Solution
Gulf Islands Water Treatment
~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand ﬁltration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals
Bacteria,
B
acteria, Arsenic,
Arsenic, Turbidity,
Turbidity, Tannins-TOC,
Tannins-TOC, H
Hardness,
ardness, much
much more!
more!

www.watertiger.net
ww
w.watertiger
er..net
CORPORATION

eljen.com

Victoria
Victoria
(250) 412-1110
412-1110
1110
(250)

Bu
Burnaby
rnaby
((604)
604) 630-1114
630-1114

C
Courtenay
ourtenay
((250)
250) 3339-6914
39-6914

www.islandtides.com

Page 6, ISLAND TIDES, February 23, 2012

What’s On?

Round the Islands

Single venue: $33.60/$39.20 with image
Multi-venue: $44.80/$50.04 with image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

Weekends in February

Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy Saanich
Commonwealth Place’s wavepool, waterslide, diving
boards, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna & Aqua Terra Cafe
• Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive
(right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • FRI: 7-9pm;
SAT: 1-4pm & 6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 1-4pm & 6-8pm •
Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 • SAANICH

Sunday, March 4

The Value of Nature Symposium—‘Reforming our World
View: Systems Thinking and the Value of Nature’, Dr Liza
Ireland; ‘Growthmania and Nature’, Conrad Schmidt;
‘The Mismeasurement of Nature’, Rudy Rogalsky;
sponsored by Heron Rocks, Water Stewardship and
Conservancy Hornby Island • New Horizons Centre,
1765 Sollans Road • 9am-4pm • By donation, bring a
bag lunch • HORNBY ISLAND

Tuesday, March 6

Ladysmith Black Mambazo—rich
harmonies and spiritual energy
reach across all language and
cultural barriers, the group's latest album ‘Songs from a
Zulu Farm’ is a 2012 Grammy nominee (Best World
Music category) • The Port Theatre • 7:30pm • Tickets
@ Port Theatre Ticket Centre $37-$47 • Info: 250-7548550, www.porttheatre.com • NANAIMO

Fridays & Saturdays,
March 9-10 & 23-24

Creative Stitches & Crafting
Show—over 70 educational seminars, exhibits, demos,
celebrity speakers, door prizes, fashion stage, shop till
you drop • VICTORIA MARCH 9-10: Pearkes Recreation
Centre, 3100 Tillicum Road; ABBOTSFORD MARCH 23-24:
Tradex, 1190 Cornell Street • 9am–5pm daily •
Each show: 2-day pass, $10 • Info: 1-855-723-1156,
www.creativestitchesshow.com • VICTORIA AND
ABBOTSFORD

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 2, 3 & 4

13th Annual Salt Spring Island
Documentary
Film
Festival—
36 Canadian and international films; movie viewing by
donation • FRI: gala buffet 6pm, opening feature: The
Girls in the Band 7pm; SAT & SUN: 10am-5pm, lunch
available • Gulf Islands Secondary School • Schedule:
www.saltspringfilmfestival.com • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday, March 9

Mayne
Island
Speakers
Series—
Environmental Geopolitics in the 21st
Century: Peace, Conflict and Environmental
Change, with Dr Simon Dalby of Carleton University •
Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road • 7:30pm • By
donation, discussion and refreshments to follow • Info:
Mary Crumblehulme, 250-539-3027 or Brenda Webster,
250-539-3574 • MAYNE ISLAND
islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

Gateway Dates

Local groups are convening in a number of places to discuss
Enbridge’s Gateway Project proposal and co-ordinate letter
writing campaigns. The deadline for submission of Letters of
Comment is now August 31, 2012. Details are at
gatewaypanel.review-examen.gc.ca. Also, the upcoming
Courtenay hearing location has been changed to the Comox
Community Centre, 1855 Noel Avenue, at 9am on March 3031 and April 2-3. (See related letter, page 4.)

Galiano Goes Online

Island Tides photographer Henny Schnare is thrilled to
announce the February 16 launch of the Galiano Chamber of
Commerce’s brand new website www.galianoisland.com. The
site now features up-to-date information and links to
everything Galiano, including their new short film ‘Galiano
Winter’ seen on the video gallery page and an extensive
collection of extraordinary Island photos collected from a
dozen photographers.

Cowichan Woodstove Exchange

Beginning March 1, residents of CVRD Electoral Areas, North
Cowichan, Town of Ladysmith, Town of Lake Cowichan, and
City of Duncan are all eligible for this program. You can
exchange your old, uncertified woodstove (pre-1994) for a
new EPA-certified wood, pellet or gas heating appliance and
receive a $300 rebate and a $50 retailer discount (at
participating local retailers). Rebates are limited and the
program is not retroactive. Details are available in a brochure
posted in the ‘News’ section of www.cvrd.bc.ca.

Singing For Peace

Since its online launch on February 12, Salt Spring singersongwriter Oona McOuat’s latest song project One World,
One Heart Beating is gaining momentum. Besides airing on
CBC Radio, and publicity for the music video and interactive
website from Canadian Teachers’ Federation, the music video
for this ‘anthem to global unity,’ will open for The Girls in the
Band at Salt Spring’s Documentary Film Festival gala (see
‘What’s On?’ at left, for times).
Artists Against Racism and War Child both endorsed the
song/video, written by Oona McOuat, with a chorus by
Australian composer Sue Kirkpatrick and Spanish lyrics by
Cuban-Canadian Jose Sanchez. Oona says that One World,
One Heart Beating is an invitation to kids and grownups
everywhere to act and live with tolerance, harmony and hope.
The music video was edited by a nine-year-old Salt Spring
boy and features a unique mix of kids from Africa, Europe,
Mexico and Salt Spring singing in five languages. The
project’s website offers interactive and innovative tools for
generating kindness and compassion. Proceeds from song
sales and donations will support War Child’s acclaimed
educational programs for war-affected children in the Congo,
Ethiopia and Darfur.
See the video at www.OneWorldOneHeartBeating.com.

Sara Miles & Co.
Folk Guild Members Can Win

The Cowichan Folk Guild (CFG), now in its 28th year, is
running its annual membership drive until March 1. This
year’s drive is directed to current members asking them to
‘sign up a friend.’
‘If you know someone who is a CFG member, expect a call,’
says CFG Artistic Director Robert McCourty. A prize will go
to the person who helps sign-up the most new or renewed
memberships. The winner will receive two VIP passes to the
2012 Islands Folk Festival, which includes meals, camping,
access to the performers diningroom and of course, three
days of world-class music.
CFG members receive reduced or free admission to all CFG
events, discounts on select Cowichan Theatre productions,
borrowing privileges to the Folk Guild’s media library, special
pricing for Folk Fest tickets and first knowledge of events via
a monthly membership newsletter.
‘We have lots of great plans for 2012,’ states McCourty. ‘We
are a rapidly growing organisation. That’s a good thing, but
in order to carry out new youth programs and fulfill the
increasing requests for our services, we need to expand our
membership base. We invite all people who believe in
building positive communities, people who realize the true
value that music brings to our lives, people who are willing to
step up and volunteer or contribute financially to make things
happen.’ Info: www.folkfest.bc.ca or call 250-748-3975.

‘Greatest Novel’ Search Returns

Due to the great success of the first ‘Search for the Great BC
Novel Contest’, Mother Tongue Publishing of Salt Spring
Island has announced its second ‘Search For the Great BC
Novel Contest’!
Of last year’s 64 contest submissions, the winner was
Delta’s Gurjinder Basran—for her debut novel Everything
Was Good-bye. It went on to win the 2011 Ethel Wilson
Fiction Prize and was Reader’s Choice for the ScotiaGiller
Prize for three weeks last August. Mother Tongue Publishing
has now sold Canadian rights to Penguin Canada and
Everything Was Good-bye is relaunching as a Penguin
paperback and e-book.
The judges for this year’s contest are prize-winning BC
novelists Caroline Adderson, Gurjinder Basran and David
Chariandy. The contest is open to all writers living in BC, and
the deadline for submissions is November 1. See
www.mothertonguepublishing.com for more info.

Pender Mental Wellness

If you are experiencing depression or anxiety, you know how
lonely and isolating it can be. You are not alone, many
Islanders report feeling depressed or anxious, especially at
this time of year.
In an effort to help with the effects of depression and
anxiety, two members of the Pender Island Mental Wellness
Initiative will offer an eight-week depression and anxiety
support group beginning in March. Kim Brown, MSW, RSW
and Sue Dayton, BSW, MA, both professional counsellors, will
RTI, please turn to next page

Well-wishers celebrate an inspiring purchase! Galiano Island Conservancy and its partnering organizations and donors have finalized the purchas
www.islandtides.com
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Lasqueti Islander bequeaths
land to Islands Trust Fund

S

Photo: Andrew Fyson

The intimate lighting at the Ocean of Plenty II Gala Dinner on February 11 (see Letters, page 4) made it difficult to
take photos, but a January rally to protest the Raven Coal mine proposal also brought together many colourful
members of the Vancouver Island community who are saying ‘no’ to coal in their backyard. Last edition’s rally
photo was also taken by Andrew Fyson. To see more of his work, visit fyson.smugmug.com.

RTI from previous page

facilitate the sessions that are designed to build your
understanding of your own experience, address patterns in
thought and behaviour, learn new wellness skills and boost
your spirits.
The group will involve eight members so you will have
the opportunity to build support with others. No previous
experience in group participation is necessary. This support
group was initially offered last year and all participants have
reported that they found it to be a very valuable experience.
Funding support has been very generously provided by
the Pender Island Community Services Society (your NuTo-Yu donations) so there is no cost to participate. If you
believe this group might be a good fit for you, reach for the
the phone and speak to Kim (629-6247) or Sue (629-6634).

Denman’s Harmonica Happy
~ Bill Engleson

The first Denman Audio Arts Collective Music Festival,
Harmonica Spring 2012, kicks off at the end of March, with
three exciting elements offered.
The first is on Friday, March 23, when harmonica
virtuoso Keith Bennett engages grades 4-7 students from
Denman Community School in a fun, hands-on afternoon
of the ‘Harmonikatz.’
On Saturday, March 24, in the Denman Island
Community Hall, the second element will have guitar
master David Sinclair leading a three-hour guitar workshop

in the morning and Keith Bennett conducting a three-hour
harmonica seminar that afternoon. This will be a unique
opportunity for registered participants to learn from two of
Canada’s top players. The fee for each workshop is $30.
The festival will wind up that evening with a one-timeonly Community Hall concert featuring Keith and David,
and hopefully some bravura harmonica novices, as well as
the unparalleled Hornby Thatch Band.
The Denman Audio Arts Collective (DAAC) is a
community society dedicated to providing opportunities for
local, and occasionally visiting, musical and spoken word
artists of all ages to perform and improve their skills.
Initially, in 2006, DAAC produced Musical Chairs, an
eclectic CD of local musical and spoken word artists. For the
past four years, the Collective has sponsored a monthly
Open Stage where musicians, poets and the infrequent
dancer have strutted their entertaining stuff. See
www.denmanaudioarts.com or call 1-250-335-9188.

Take It Taller, BC

In a recent email to supporters, Sierra Club BC stated that,
despite the government’s promise in 2006 to protect the
Great Bear Rainforest, only half of it is currently protected
from logging. Now, Sierra Club has launched the ‘Take It
Taller’ campaign, and is asking British Columbians to raise
their voices to call for protection of at least 70% the forest,
one of the last intact coastal temperate rainforests on
earth.0

toryteller, historian and boat builder John Osland
passed away at his Lasqueti Island homestead on
March 10, 2010 at the age of 91, leaving his 64hectare property to the Islands Trust Fund to be protected
as a nature reserve.
Born in Woonsocket, South Dakota in 1918, John served
aboard US Coast Guard ships during the Second World War
before coming to Lasqueti for the summer of 1948. That
summer, he was hooked. He found a piece of land near the
base of Mount Trematon with ancient trees and green
pastures that would support a quiet, simple life.
John lived lightly on the land, leaving only bicycle tracks
along his grassy driveway. Despite the heavy logging on the
island in his early years on Lasqueti, John’s big trees
remained.
‘John got immense pleasure walking among his big firs,’
said Donald Gordon, a friend of John. ‘It was always a treat
to walk his land with him.’
‘John wanted his land to be a place where nature could
be left mostly undisturbed except for visits and walks,’ said
Gordon. ‘He hoped that those people seeking the delights
of nature would enjoy it, and care for it with as much love
as he did.’
The new John Osland Nature Reserve will protect a
mature forest with several endangered and threatened plant
communities. Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of John’s
neighbors Mike Mundy and Cindy Craven and several other
volunteers, John’s cabin and belongings were carefully
removed from the new nature reserve this fall.
The ditches originally dug to keep the low-lying fields dry
have been filled; islanders expect the fields to return to a
seasonal wetland state by the spring. To the unknowing eye,
the only hint of a past life on the land is the line of crocuses
leading to where John’s doorstep once stood. But for those
who knew him, his legacy remains in the trees and the land
that will always be protected even now that he’s gone.
‘It’s wonderful to know that because of Johnny’s gift, this
piece of land will be a refuge and a place to experience the
peace that he so enjoyed, no matter what the future will hold
for us,’ said Susan Morrison, Trust Fund Board member
and a Lasqueti Island local trustee. ‘I hope others will
consider similar donations that will provide future
generations with the same opportunity.’
John’s final wish of leaving a natural legacy was made
possible with the assistance of Environment Canada’s
Ecological Gifts Program. Donating an ecological gift, such
as land or a conservation covenant, to a qualified recipient
can result in significant tax benefits to individuals or their
estates.
The Islands Trust Fund and Lasqueti community hope
to celebrate John’s life and legacy in the spring of 2012 with
a dedication of the nature reserve.
For more information about how the Islands Trust Fund
a regional conservancy, works with island landowners to
conserve land, please contact 250-405-5186 or visit
www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. 0

Photo:Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

se of 76 hectares, the future home of its ‘Restorative Learning’ ecological education centre, along the western shore of Galiano Island.
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Canada’s first ‘fracking’
registry now online

I

Goose on the Menu

n January, the Ministry of Energy and Mines released
www.FracFocus.ca, an online public registry of
hydraulic fracturing (fracking) operations in BC. It
includes a database of the ingredients used to support
natural gas extraction, and extensive content about the
regulations and safety procedures governing industry
activity.
By law, a list of ingredients used must be uploaded to the
registry within 30 days of finishing completion operationsthe point in time when a well is able to produce gas.
BC is the first province in Canada to enforce the public
disclosure of ingredients used for hydraulic fracturing. The
regulation came into effect January 1. 0

RALPH SHAW

Whoops!

Kay Steer, whose bald eagle photo was featured in the
February 9 edition of Island Tides, wrote to clarify the
caption’s who, what and where. Wildlife biologist David
Hancock did not name the eagle ‘Pa Sidney,’ others did.
David dubbed the nest ‘The Sidney Nest’ when he
installed the webcam on it in 2006. In our photo, the bird
is perched in one of its favourite beach-side trees at
Patricia Bay (not the Pat Bay Highway, which is a couple
of miles away, so no lolly-gagging on Highway 17). 0

Photo: Ralph Shaw
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Back to nature means back to the kitchen for some local-food enthusiasts.

destroying ecological habitat areas that are vital to the
survival of other species. Part of the problem is that the
geese no longer migrate—they have simply decided to live
here 12 months of the year and they are extremely successful
in adapting to new environmental challenges. Their
numbers are increasing beyond the supportive capacity of
the habitat.
They have not endeared themselves to farmers trying to
protect their crops; or city planners who try to establish
clean manure-free parks and public beaches; or golf
courses… The Canada Geese are now believed to be creating
a threat to the survival of small salmon in estuaries, where
they eat and destroy the fragile plants that provide
protection and food sources for the small fish and other
creatures.
This brings us back to the idea of eating locally produced
food whenever possible. Unfortunately for Canada Geese
they are a much desired source of roast wild goose, goose
sausage, and goose stews to name a few choice wildlife
treats.
In keeping with the trend of eating locally we are able to
harvest surplus numbers of these large birds under
controlled hunting situations. There is no way we can do
this in the Ducks Unlimited fields, but the geese do leave the
fields, offering stuffed wild goose for local food. 0

It was not so long ago that the future of these magnificent
here is a growing movement of back-to-nature
lifestyles as seen in gardening, fishing and hunting. birds was a matter of great concern to conservation-minded
In Courtenay, the former Farquharson Farm, now groups throughout Canada and the United States. The good
known as the Ducks Unlimited Farm, is an example of this news is that they have recovered in growing numbers and
are no longer listed as being threatened.
movement that is ahead of its time!
It must be noted that, when you invite one of the
The farm is a case where responsible outdoors people,
largest birds on the continent to spend their winter
as in Ducks Unlimited, have banded together to
in your fields, it comes at a price. In this regard,
purchase the farm and continue to maintain it
‘Canada
the farmers of the Comox Valley also
as a local food-producing place that shares the
Geese are now
contribute big time to the banquet of these
produce of the farm with migrating ducks,
believed to be
beautiful guests.
geese and swans and other wildlife.
creating a threat to
Trumpeter Swans stay with us from
When you cross Courtenay’s 17th Street
Bridge and follow the road along the edge
the survival of small October to sometime in March when they
leave to travel north to their nesting grounds
of the fields you get the impression that there
salmon in
in northern Canada and Alaska. Their cycle of
is a great feast in progress. You are right! First
estuaries …’
seasonal migration is quite similar to the
there is the huge concentration of Trumpeter
Swans; then as you travel towards the Superstore
snowbird migration of retired Canadians who
you realize that there are also large numbers of Canada
travel south to avoid the harsh winters of the north. In
Geese and some flocks of ducks feasting in the open fields. the case of the swans in our valley, this is their winter
Large patches of the field are covered in the snow-white destination.
down of swans.
The second group of birds in the Ducks Unlimited fields
Pictured here, in the foreground, are five adult swans on is predominantly Canada Geese and, from a period when
the left, and a family of two adults and three of this year’s their numbers were very low, we are now faced with a
cygnets on the right. I had no way to count all the birds in different situation. They are well on the way to eating
themselves out of house and home, and in the process
the field, but guess they numbered in excess of 2,000.
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Speech From The Throne …In Davos

P

rime Minister Harper’s speech was basically a sales to the social programs and services that Canadians cherish…
pitch to the privileged wealthy and politically For this reason, we will be taking measures in the coming
connected elites attending the annual World months… Not just to return to a balanced budget in the
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, at the end of medium term, but also to ensure the sustainability of our
social programs and fiscal position over the next
January.
Ostensibly a promotion for Canada, it was also, not generation.’
Noting that the Canada Pension Plan was ‘fully funded’
incidentally, a promotion for the Conservative government,
and might even be viewed as a promotion for the prime and did not require changes, he went on to say, ‘For those
elements of the system that are not funded, we will make
minister himself.
Billed as a ‘keynote address’, the literature contained the changes necessary to ensure sustainability for the next
praise for Canada’s economy from Forbes magazine, the generation while not affecting current recipients.’
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
What Did the PM Mean?
(OECD), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and for
The prime minister wasn’t very specific, and no
Canada’s banks from the World Economic Forum
proposals had been introduced in Parliament, or
(WEF) itself.
discussed much in Canada. Some figures were
There followed a long list of government
released indicating that the annual cost of the
‘… he regards
policies, with the implication that the
Old Age Security/Guaranteed Income
such social
Harper government is completely
Supplement benefit, which is funded from
programs as pensions the current government budget, would
responsible for Canada’s economic success.
This was accompanied by an accusation of
and health care as
triple by 2030, propelled by increasing
‘complacency’ on the part of other nations,
numbers of seniors living longer; health
burdens on the
blaming
their
not-so-conservative
care costs would increase, a result of the
economy …’
government policies for whatever financial
same dynamic.
problems they might now be experiencing.
At the same time, the proportion of
Transformations
taxpaying workers to seniors drawing OAS/GIS
Prime Minister Harper then went on to describe the ‘major benefits would go down. Most OECD countries were
transformations necessary to sustain economic growth’ experiencing the same trends; some were considering
which he expected Canada would make. He described low raising the age of government pension eligibility, for
taxes, investments in science and technology, the continued example from 65 to 67.
pursuit of trade agreements, ‘deepening links’ to the US, and
This, it turned out, was what Prime Minister Harper was
making it a ‘national priority to export our energy products talking about in Davos, although he hadn’t said so. The
beyond the United States, and specifically to Asia’. He spoke proposal naturally came as a nasty shock to Canadians,
of taking action ‘to ensure that major energy and mining particularly those approaching retirement age. A flurry of
projects are not subject to unnecessary regulatory delays— figures followed; the Parliamentary Budget Officer said that,
that is, delay merely for the sake of delay.’
as a fraction of the Gross Domestic Product, the 2030
estimate, peaking at 3.1%, was not all that high anyway;
Demographics
He then expressed concern about Canada’s aging it had previously peaked at 2.7% in 1996 and was currently
population. ‘If not addressed promptly,’ he said, ‘this has 2.1%.
What’s the Issue?
the capacity to undermine Canada’s economic position and,
for that matter that of all western nations, well beyond the The prime minister may well have wished to assure
potential investors (his audience in Davos) that his
current economic crises.’
He continued, ‘Our demographics also constitute a threat government had plans to tackle the unfunded financial
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Rainwater Systems
Professionals!

COMPLETE LINE OF RAINWATER FILTERS, PUMPS & ACCESSORIES

— Patrick Brown

liability of future pensions, and its effect on government
finances, taxation, and sovereign debt. That is a legitimate
concern of many governments (and for that matter, of many
corporations). It is a logical outcome of a purely economic
approach to government: one focused only on ‘economic
growth’ and which sees demographics as a ‘threat’.
His remarks reveal, however, that he regards such social
programs as pensions and health care as burdens on the
economy, and not as the legitimate social responsibilities of
government. This is the crux of the issue, and it has not been
raised in national political discussion. It is a mark of prime
ministerial arrogance that he should introduce this
fundamental question as but one element of a speech on
foreign soil, without discussion with Canadians.
Canada’s success as a nation is not only a result of a
generous bounty of natural resources; not only the
consequence of wise government policies; but also depends
on a social structure that concerns itself with the care of all
ages and levels of society, and government policies that
support that structure and that care.
It is a mark of respect for Canada and Canadians that full
and continuing debate takes place to balance the economic,
social, and environmental priorities of our national
government. The prime minister’s viewpoint cannot be
assumed to carry the argument for all of us; we must
demand to be heard.

Enter Mr Flaherty

A couple of weeks after Prime Minister Harper’s Davos
speech, Federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty announced
that Canadians won’t see any changes to Old Age Security
until at least 2020. This was immediately interpreted to
mean that the change in eligible age won’t happen until
then, so nobody over the age of 57 has anything to worry
about.
This may be a brave attempt by Flaherty to dig the prime
minister out of the political crater he has excavated for
himself. After all, the PM did describe Flaherty in Davos as
‘the best finance minister on the planet’.
However, it still leaves us with the assumption that a
change from 65 to 67 will happen, sometime. It may or may
not be necessary, or be the best policy change, but Prime
Minister Harper should not be allowed to carry it out
without proper debate. 0
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Tagging plan threatens
southern resident Orcas

A

Commentary by Misty MacDuffee & Chris Genovali

plan to tag endangered southern
resident killer whales that ply both
sides of the international border
between British Columbia, Canada and the
United States is meeting with growing
opposition, now on the Canadian side of the
border.
Despite efforts between Canada and the
United States to develop a coordinated
strategy for the recovery of these
endangered whales, a unilateral decision
was made by the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to
attach satellite tags to the bodies of resident
killer whales.
Raincoast Conservation Foundation
(Raincoast) contends that the nominal
information that might be generated from
deploying these tags on the fins of
endangered killer whales simply does not
justify the risk of serious injury resulting
from the tags. This is a small, exceptionally
vulnerable population of whales where the
loss of individuals from any ensuing
infection could have broader implications.
The risk to individual and population health
from this type of invasive research simply
isn’t worth it.
While researchers on both sides of the
border would like to know more about the
habits of killer whales, especially during the
winter, these tags are unlikely to answer
such questions on their own. Information
from the tags would provide data on

location only, and only for the animal
tagged, not necessarily the whole pod of
whales, and for only the limited time the tag
remains attached to the whale.
These are long-lived animals that hunt
for salmon up and down of coast North
America. Having a snapshot of their
position in these waters will not paint a
picture of their ecology and biology over the
lifetime (up to 90 years) of these animals.
The attachment is designed to come off the
whale on the basis of rejection by the
animal’s immune system. This can happen
in as little as three weeks.
Tags would not provide information on
the depths at which whales were feeding,
what they were feeding on, what their
distribution was being driven by, or any of
the ecological and biological context needed
to make management decisions about food
supply or critical habitat. This additional
information would have to be gathered
separately, for location information to be
useful. Given that broader seasonal, multiyear and feeding information is what
researchers and managers desire, this risks
the health of an individual whale with no
certainty of useful information.
Southern resident killer whales are
endangered because of chemical pollution,
noise and disturbance, and declining
salmon abundance. With a weakened
immune system from pollution exposure,
wounds (from tagging) can become more

The wounds from an improperly attached monitoring tag can become infected.
readily infected and lead to serious illness or
death.
Secondly, attaching the tags will increase
stress and disturbance resulting from close
following and harassment of the targeted
whale and its pod members.
Raincoast has been a long standing
advocate for, and practitioner of, noninvasive research methods. For example,
our decade-long coastal wolf study was done
without collaring or capture of any wolves.
Instead, we utilized a ‘facts from faeces’
approach, gathering a myriad of
information, including dietary and
distributional data, extracted from minute
quantities of DNA from over a thousand wolf
scats collected over multiple years of
intensive field work.
In
their
paper
‘Faecal-centric
Approaches to Wildlife Ecology and
Conservation; Methods, Data and Ethics’,
published in the scientific journal Wildlife

Biology in Practice, Raincoast carnivore
scientists Chris Darimont, Heather Bryan
and Paul Paquet, along with the University
of Victoria’s Tom Reimchen, discussed the
comparative value, and explored the ethical
considerations, of invasive versus noninvasive research methods.
In this case the carnivore research
subjects were coastal wolves, but what these
scientists concluded is equally transferable
to the ‘wolves of the sea’. To paraphrase,
their contention is that when the two
methods are equally efficacious in
answering required research questions, the
non-invasive method becomes the only
ethical option—a perspective, they point out,
that is increasingly codified as policy
governing research activities.
There is plenty that scientists have
learned, and can continue to learn, by using
non-invasive techniques and alternative
research strategies. 0

Book Review — Susan Hamilton
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vonne Mackenzie has been writing for as long as she
can remember. ‘I started writing when I was seven,’
she says. ‘My family had just moved to Canada from
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Scotland, and I started keeping a journal.’ She recalls her
delight in the discovery of using language. ‘It came to me as
naturally as breathing.’
Writing was also a way for Yvonne to work through her
feelings of isolation in a new culture. She describes herself as
a solitary child, who took long walks in the woods near her
home in London, Ontario. ‘I was moved by the beauty of the
landscape, and this is when I developed my deep connection
with nature.’ She built a tree fort by the Thames River, where
she spent hours reading and writing stories and poems.
In spite of her early interest in writing, Yvonne calls herself
a ‘late bloomer.’ It wasn’t until she moved to Pender Island, at
the age of 29, that her nature poems came into their own. ‘My surroundings reinforced my
quest for inner stillness and inspired a gratitude that I needed to express,’ she explains.
In Stillpoint, she writes about nature with reverence, passion and joy. Poems like ‘Holy
Green’ and ‘Roesland Jubilee’ are songs of praise. It’s her connection with nature that takes
her to the quiet centre where the poetry comes from, that ‘still point of grace’ she describes
in ‘Magic Lake Heron’.
As a poet, Yvonne has a mission. ‘I hope my poems encourage people to experience a
connection with nature.’ But it’s not enough for them to go out and hug trees. She wants
people to make contact with their own quiet centre.
There is no doubt that Yvonne’s poems reflect her concern with ecological issues.
However, poems like ‘Sombrio’, where she writes about ‘the tracks of man’s dominion,’
reveal the book’s only weakness. Poetry as platform rarely works. Ironically, Yvonne’s
message comes through most clearly when she is not trying to make a statement and allows
the beauty of the language to carry the theme effortlessly.
Most books are a journey for the writer as well as for the reader. In Stillpoint, Yvonne
shares the familiar journeys through love and motherhood, through grief and loss towards
healing. She also shares the journeys of a wandering soul through Egypt and Europe from
her birthplace in Scotland to Canada, and finally to Pender Island. Here she experiences
‘the deep content of coming home’ that she describes in Stillpoint’s beautiful, concluding
poem ‘Floating In Roe Lake’.
Writing has been a lifelong journey for Yvonne Mackenzie. She is well-known locally,
but I look forward to seeing her work in the mainstream of Canadian poetry where it
belongs.
Yvonne will read from Stillpoint February 25 at Talisman Books on Pender Island. 0
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CIVIL LIBERTIES from page 3

through the House includes a bill to ensure that people who
take the law into their own hands, attacking an attacker, are
protected from prosecution and justified in their actions.
I do get it. We all sympathize with the shopkeeper of the
corner grocery who manages to subdue a thief and hold him
until the police arrive—only to be charged with a criminal
offence. It does not seem right. Prosecutorial discretion
should keep these sorts of cases from the courts.
But if even one case gets to court, then the newspapers
get hold of it and the Conservative spin-machine takes over.
This one-day-wonder news story turns into an overhaul of
the Criminal Code.
We are going to empower citizens to use force and to
undertake citizen’s arrests. How many people will be injured
by trying to defend themselves, or not calling the police? But
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such incidents will play well for a day’s news story.
Then there are the silly-season private member’s bills
from Conservatives that will pass. We have been debating a
bill to ensure that anyone who prevents a Canadian from
flying the Canadian flag will go to jail. It is so bizarre. How
often has that ever happened? And does it require jail time?
There’s another private member’s bill that will require
jail time for anyone desecrating a war monument. Of course,
I agree that desecration of a war monument is deeply
offensive, but the examples brought forward by the bill’s
sponsor in debate were incidents of inebriated offenders,
urinating without any idea they were desecrating a war
monument. So we actually had a debate about drunks who
didn’t know where they were and why they should go to jail
to protect the sacred sacrifice of our war dead.
But for all that, it was a shock to hear that the
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government has changed its policy on torture. It was
through an Access to Information request that we
discovered the Minister of Public Safety had changed the
policy.
If information is obtained by torture, the government
position is that we will now turn a blind eye to the torture
and use the information. When Opposition MPs objected,
we were treated to abuse. The Minister of Public Safety, Vic
Toews, drew out a hypothetical situation in which our
constituents, including children, are on an airplane and our
refusal to condone torture will cause them to die. It is pretty
outrageous stuff.
And so it goes. A reporter asked me today if I was worried
it could get worse. I had to say ‘yes,’ that whenever I thought
the Conservatives’ attack on civil liberties had reached rock
bottom, Minister Toews got out a shovel and dug deeper. 0
Photo: Henny Schnare
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A return trip on Route 5
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Community funds going to
commercial programming

wo percent of the money Canadians pay for cable
television service is allocated to support local,
independent media programming. These funds
assist cable companies with the CRTC mandate that cable
companies offer 60% local programming with 30%
community production (as opposed to programming
produced by cable company staff). However, a recent report
shows that almost all of them continue to fail to meet these
minimum standards.
In March 2011, the CRTC conducted an audit to review
how cable companies have managed this 2% community
broadcast levy bringing in roughly $120 million per year. In
a December report to the CRTC, the Canadian Association
of Campus and Community Television User Groups and
Stations (CACTUS) found that the ‘Big 4’ cable companies—
Cogeco, Rogers, Shaw and Vidéotron—failed to meet
minimum standards for community programming, instead
using public money to fund their own programming.
CACTUS claims that, ‘Canadians are going without the
diverse media sources we pay for because Big Cable funnels
this public money back into their own stations.’ For
example, the report found that, over the past ten years, cable
companies have closed over two-thirds of the community
TV production facilities that once existed in Canada.
The CRTC has planned a 50% access expectation by 2014,
but CACTUS says they are ‘skeptical’ that cable companies
will even meet the current target of 30%, which came into
effect August 2010. The CRTC is currently undertaking a
review of the Local Programming Improvement Fund, with
a hearing to be held in Ottawa this April.
CACTUS is an online resource and meeting place for
campus and community television volunteers, producers,
station managers, advocates and activists. 0
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Be the first to email sara@islandtides.com
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See Ad, page 2 for show dates.
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inform you?
pique your interest?
amuse you?
make a good contact for you?
find you an opportunity?
inspire you to take action?
make a conversation topic?
find you a good buy or service?

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS help
keep all this great news coming!

If you already receive Island Tides in your mailbox,
pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from
Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support by mailing a voluntary subscription of

$25 + $3 HST = $28

or amount of your choice to:

Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0

(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You

A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who have
sent voluntary subscriptions and extra donations.
Keep those lovely phone calls, cards, letters and
emails coming, too. We paste them all in our
scrapbooks!

Photo: Cam McDowell

When Cam saw this eagle perched outside his patio window, he found his camera just in time to
watch the raptor launch over Swanson Channel.

V

Village 900 embraces evolution to digital

ictoria’s Global Roots music station Village 900 will
move its activities entirely onto its digital
distribution platform villagenow.net, on March 4.
‘The media landscape is evolving and so are we,’ said
Brad Edwards, Village 900 Station Manager and executive
director of the CKMO Radio Society which operates the
station. ‘Several years ago we realized we needed to do
business differently, to stay relevant, both for our listeners
and for the students in the Applied Communication
Program at Camosun College who use Village 900 as part
of their training.’
Edwards says the society has been building the station’s
online community and network and they are now ready to
fully embrace the new media world. ‘We’re excited to move
from a traditional broadcast model of one-to-one, to a new
collaborative model of many-to-many.’
Edwards invites supporters, listeners and others who
want to share their voice, co-create and engage, to join their
media revolution online. ‘VillageNow.net will not only
continue to live stream the music and programming Village
900 listeners have come to love, but it will also act as a
media centre and idea sharing community hub,’ Edwards
said.
Edwards said the change will not affect the strong
partnership the station has with Camosun College and
students in the Applied Communication Program (ACP).
‘We’re quite excited about what it means for our
students,’ said Andy Bryce, ACP Chair. He said today’s
employers are looking for employees who are skilled
communicators familiar with all forms of new media. ‘With

New family resource open

Late January, Jeneece Place opened to families who must
travel to Victoria for their children’s medical care. Located
on the grounds of the Victoria General Hospital, the 10,500
square-foot facility has ten bedrooms, a large communal
kitchen, dining room, games, media, activity and laundry
rooms, and outdoor play and recreation areas that offer a
warm and supportive place to stay close to the hospital.
A project of the Queen Alexandra Foundation for
Children, Jeneece Place would not have been possible
without the incredible support of donors up and down
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands. In addition to $1
million of in‐kind donations from the construction industry

VillageNow.net our students will have the chance to
participate in and see how the audio, video and publishing
content they produce can come together in one place.’
Village 900’s partnership with Rogers Communications
over the last 12 years has been ‘substantial’ and when the
society really needed support last year, the company’s
general manager came through, said station manager
Edwards .
Rogers Communications, Victoria, had been running the
AM transmitter for CKMO under a ten-year agreement.
When that agreement ended they stepped up and kept the
transmitter operating while the society built its resources
and developed a solution that worked for ACP students and
Village 900 listeners.
‘Rogers radio stations have employed some amazing
Applied Communication Program graduates, many of
whom got their start on Village 900,’ said Jim Schneider,
General Manager of Rogers Communications in Victoria.
‘When we realized early last year the society wouldn’t be in
a position to take over and run the AM transmitter site, we
didn’t want to leave them hanging.’
Meanwhile, Edwards said an audio documentary
highlighting broadcast education at Camosun would be
aired during the weekend of Village 900’s final terrestrial
broadcast March 4, 2012. ‘We wanted to reflect on the last
40 years and look ahead to the next 40,’ Edwards said. ‘A
lot of technological changes have taken place over the years.
This is just another step in that evolution and I can’t wait to
see where it will take us.’ 0

and other suppliers, the Queen Alexandra Foundation
received over 2,200 gifts ranging from small change to two
$1 million leadership gifts from TELUS and the Norgaard
Foundation.
Jeneece Place is the dream of 17‐year‐old Jeneece Edroff,
who knows firsthand the benefits of these types of facilities.
Jeneece was diagnosed at age three with neurofibromitosis,
a disease that has caused tumours to grow off every nerve
ending in her spine. She has undergone thirteen surgeries
and numerous chemotherapy sessions in Vancouver. From
this experience, she knows how important it is for families
to have a warm and supportive place to stay close to the
hospital. The facility is expected to serve approximately 600
families annually. 0
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