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Covenant on
Galiano lands
to remain, says
Supreme Court

A forest conservation covenant registered
against 20 parcels of land on Galiano
Island remains in place following a
judgement of the Supreme Court of
British Columbia. The covenant affects
land on the east side of Galiano Island,
generally bordering Bodega Beach Drive.
The Galiano Island Local Trust
Committee went to court in December as
a defendant to a petition by a landowner
to cancel the covenant. Based on the
evidence provided by both the landowner
and the Islands Trust, the petition was
dismissed by the court and the forest
conservation covenant will stay. The
Court’s reasons for judgement can be
read at www.courts.gov.bc.ca.
‘We are very pleased at the outcome,’
said David Essig, chair of the Islands
Trust Council. ‘The covenant calls for the
preservation of evergreen trees to
maintain a buffer between the road and
forested areas and maintains a treed area
for the public right-of-way trail. While an
earlier court case resulted in changed
zoning, the judgement indicates that the
original purpose has not been
substantially altered by that fact. This was
an important case for us, because it
demonstrates the legal strength and
durability of conservation covenants on
private land.’0

BC’s coast is a natural draw for photographers. Pender’s Shel Neufeld captures wildlife close-up.

Midden disturbance Losing the Great Bear legacy ~ Mike Logan
leads to Crown action

Since early 2003 when the Hul’qumi’num Treaty
Group filed a complaint with the RCMP to
investigate South Pender’s Poets Cove Resort, BC
Heritage Conservation Branch has been compiling an
investigation. The original complaint, ‘for the
destruction of an ancient Coast Salish Village site,’
was based on observations made during major
excavation for the construction of the new resort.
The investigation culminated in a charge being
approved and a Provincial Crown Court action set in
progress late last year. On February 10, the matter
came back into the public eye with court appearances
in Victoria. Accused on two counts are: Poets Cove at
Bedwell Harbour Limited Partnership, Bedwell
Harbour Hotel, and Bill James. All three had been

Soil sifting equipment at Poets Cove Resort.

MIDDEN, please turn to page 9

The Great Bear Rainforest is the largest intact
network of temperate rainforest anywhere on
the planet. Stretching 600 kilometres along
BC’s coast, it is roughly the size of Denmark and
makes up 25% of the world’s temperate
rainforest.
Many people are under the impression that
the Great Bear Rainforest is protected. It is true
that in April 2001, an agreement billed as an
‘historic’ accord was signed by members of the
British Columbia government, environmental
groups and logging companies. The accord
outlined 20 intact valleys (about 8% of the total
area) for protection, and promised another 69
valleys would be put in deferral (of logging)
until analyses were completed and First
Nations consulted over the following two years.
To date, the government has failed to
protect the deferred valleys or legislate the
protected ones (though an announcement on
this matter is expected in the spring). The result
was that clearcut logging of old growth in the
Great Bear Rainforest actually increased, as did
raw log exports out of the region. First Nations
protocols were ignored, and mitigation funds
were not doled out to communities in need. The
few government analyses that were completed
were kept low-key, and while the world
assumed the majesty of the Great Bear
Rainforest was protected, logging companies
continued with business as usual.
Forty rainforest valleys in the Great Bear
Rainforest have been logged in the last decade,
leaving only 20% of BC’s rainforest valleys
intact. Of these logging sites 97% were clearcut,
a method that removes 80-100% of the trees in
a given area and leaves behind acute
devastation. Whole habitats are obliterated as
animals flee into surrounding woods and stress

adjacent ecosystems beyond normal capacity.
The land is disfigured for decades, and the BC
logs quickly end up in countries like the US or
Japan for processing, depriving the province of
additional revenue and an estimated 3,700 jobs
each year. The devastation also affects
migratory large carnivores (bears and wolves)
and BC’s number one animal resource: salmon.
Victoria-based Raincoast Conservation Society
estimates that there are over 2,500 different
runs of wild salmon, and many of them are not
able to recover from the effects of extensive
watershed damage brought on by clearcutting.

Does the Government Care?

If you think it’s bad for the Great Bear
Rainforest already, it’s quickly getting worse.
The Forest Practices Code—which perpetuated
clearcutting, rolled back existing timber
regulations, and failed to provide adequate
protection for biodiversity areas—has recently
been replaced with the even weaker Forest
Practices and Range Act. This new Act
represents a ‘huge step backward,’ says
Raincoast’s executive director Chris Genovali.
Logging companies, now deregulated even
more, are actually in charge of monitoring
themselves, despite their ‘legacy of horrendous
clearcutting and destruction of salmon
streams.’ Genovali points out that these new
governmental procedures for logging don’t
even mesh with the recommendations coming
down from land use planning boards.
Consider this—a team of expert scientists
known as the Coast Information Team (CIT)
was commissioned and funded by the BC
government to determine the minimum
amount of land that needed protection in order

Our new website is online!
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Search our site for articles, read our great advertising info, enjoy our new
photo album and learn more about the people who make it all happen!
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Voluntary Subscriptions

Did something in this
edition of Island Tides:

• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by sending a voluntary subscription of

($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to:

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!

heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!
A

WATER ACT
RSBC 1996, Chapter 483 Section 23

File 0204973

IN THE MATTER of Conditional Water Licence No. 26600, which
authorizes 15,000 gallons a day of water from Longe Springs for
waterworks purpose on Lot 438 and the Fractional North East 1/4
Section 20, Pender Island, Cowichan District, except 1) those parts
included in Parcel B (DD875731) and Parcel C (DD79609I); 2) the
west 9.50 chains of the east 10 chains of the north 2.272 chains
thereof; 3) that part included within the Indian Reserve; and, 4) that
part thereof included within the boundaries of Plan 13421.
An investigation has shown:
a)that the appurtenant land has been subdivided by Plans 23786,
34085, VIP51866 and VIS2410, and the resulting properties are
now under separate ownership; b)that there is no evidence of any
works in place associated with the licence; c) that there has been
no beneficial use of water under this licence for many years.
WHEREAS we have determined that no beneficial use of the water
has occurred for the purpose , and in the manner authorized under
the terms of the licence, for at least three consecutive years.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that unless cause to the
contrary is shown on or before the 26th day of February, 2005,
the said Conditional Water Licence 26600 will be cancelled.
DATED at Nanaimo, British Columbia, Dec 20, 2004.
Keith Anderson, Assistant Regional Water Manager
For further information telephone (250) 741-5682
This is the 3rd publication.

Duke Point approval will be appealed ~ Patrick Brown
An appeal of BCUC’s February 17 approval of BC Hydro’s Duke
Point plans for fossil-fuel generated energy for Vancouver Island
is underway. Both the GSX Concerned Citizens’ Committee
(GSXCCC), and the Joint Industry Electricity Steering
Committee (industrial power users, or JIESC) have indicated
that they will pursue court action on the basis of an
‘apprehension of bias’ on the part of the Commission.

900,000 Tonnes of New GHG Emissions

Ironically, BCUC’s approval of the gas-fired generating plant
came the day after the Kyoto Protocol came into effect, and the
decision is a clear indication of why Canada is going to have
difficulty reaching its greenhouse gas reduction targets. It is
estimated that the plant will produce up to 900,000 tonnes of
CO2 per year. GSXCCC’s Tom Hackney points out that if all the
residents of Vancouver Island met the federal government’s
‘One Tonne Challenge’ to reduce their GHG emissions, this
single project would offset all their efforts.
In addition to environmental concerns, critics of the proposal
noted that the project breaks Hydro’s own pledge to obtain 50%
of its new energy from ‘green’ sources, and the electricity that is
produced will come at a very high cost and raise rates to
consumers. The risk of rising gas prices will be assumed by BC
Hydro (and its customers), not DPP.
Evidence given at the hearings questioned the projection of
‘brownouts’ in the winter of 2007-08, the reason given by BC
Hydro for the need for accelerated approval of the scheme. The
BC Transmission Corporation (formerly the electrical
transmission part of BC Hydro) has published plans to replace
existing transmission lines to the Island in 2008.

Apprehension of Bias

Several intervenors at the hearings had asked for the BCUC
Panel to stand down because, it was claimed, the Panel had
clearly indicated its bias in favour of approving the EPA before
dissenting evidence was heard. The key indication of this, they
said, was an ‘in-camera’ meeting involving only the panel and BC
Hydro, in the middle of the hearings, at which they discussed
modifications to the Electricity Purchase Agreement as
presented for approval. Other procedural decisions, said to
favour BC Hydro, were also raised by GSXCCC, JIESC, and the
Commercial Energy Consumers (CEC).
In its defence, the BCUC Panel noted in its decision that it
had prior to the Hearing accepted Hydro’s prediction of a
shortfall at the start of this set of hearings, and also that onisland generation was the ‘appropriate’ solution.

Timing

Apprehension of bias will form the basis of appeals to the BC
Appeal Court. Appeals will filed likely this week because BC
GREAT BEAR from page 1
to maintain biodiversity along BC’s coast, specifically in the
Great Bear Rainforest area. The CIT determined the figure
should be 44-50% of the land base. The legislative body on this
issue, the Central Coast Land and Resource Management Plan
(CCLRMP) consulted with the CIT, First Nations,
environmental groups and ‘leaders of industry’ and announced
the consensus was that 21% of the area be protected—less than
half of the scientifically urged minimum.
As a result of this, Raincoast Conservation Society, who have
been conducting careful scientific monitoring studies of the
Great Bear Rainforest for the last 10 years, has determined that
60% of critical grizzly bear habitat, 73% of mountain goat winter
range, 70% of critical deer winter range and 73% of salmon
stocks in the region remain unprotected. Chris Genovali says,
‘while the new protected areas represent progress, the current
plans leave fish and wildlife in the Great Bear Rainforest at
significant risk if no further protection is afforded.’

Spirit Bear Range

The Great Bear Rainforest is the unique habitat of the whitecoated Spirit Bear, a black bear which has a recessive gene that
causes one bear in ten to be white. It’s also home to numerous
coastal and forest wolves as well as grizzly bears. Yet the
province promotes trophy hunting of these creatures in this socalled ‘protected’ region. BC has afforded no endangered
protections for any large carnivore species, and the Ministry of
Water, Land and Air Protection deliberately withheld data
showing grizzly bear loss from Raincoast and the public at large
for four years, despite an order from the provincial Supreme
Court to disclose the numbers.
‘We don’t even know what we’re losing,’ says Genovali,
referring to both the animals and forest itself. ‘It will be a tragedy
if this place goes down and the public isn’t even engaged.’ Chief
Guujaaw of the Haida nation, where 80% of the best old growth
stands have been logged, agrees, noting that an environmental
catastrophe has been unleashed. When the old growth cedars—

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

Hydro has been instructed by BCUC to file a letter of committal
to the Electricity Purchase Agreement within ten days. However,
complicating the matter, BCUC will not be issuing its Reasons
for Decision until ‘early March.’

The Fifty Million Dollars

Last year, Hydro announced its intention to write off $120
million, which it said it had spent on engineering, regulatory
processes, and equipment for the original VIGP proposal,
including the GSX pipeline and the Duke Point Generation
plant. This year, bidders on the CFT were offered preparatory
work and generation equipment for Duke Point if they would
make that the basis of their bid. They would be required to pay
BC Hydro $50 million for this; in BC Hydro’s analysis of bids this
would make their costs $50 million cheaper. (This was also cited
as an issue of bias.) Hydro had planned to offset their payment
against the Hydro’s contracted payments for plant operation and
electricity, thus apparently reducing Hydro’s costs (or inflating
its revenue, depending on how you look at it).
Not so fast, said BCUC. The Commission had originally
ordered that the $120 million write-off should be deferred,
probably until Hydro next came before the Commission for a
rate hike. The Commission has now ordered that the $50 million
should be treated similarly, and deferred.
The question that BCUC will have to decide is whether the
$120 million, and the $50 million they got back, should be
charged as costs, in which case it would be eventually recovered
from Hydro’s customers, or as a deduction from profit, in which
case it would have to be swallowed by Hydro’s shareholder, the
BC Government. That will make an interesting argument when
it comes up.

Three Conditions

Although it has not published its Reasons for Decision, BCUC
did attach the following conditions to the approval:
• BC Hydro and Terasen Gas Vancouver Island (TGVI) must
reach an agreement within 45 days on gas supply to the Duke
Point generating plant and the Elk Falls co-generation plant
(this would put the final nail in the coffin of the controversial
Georgia Strait Crossing gas pipeline). TGVI, who had applied to
BCUC for permission to construct an LNG storage facility on
Vancouver Island, were also given the same marching orders.
• within ten days, BC Hydro is to provide BCUC of a letter
confirming its intention to proceed with the Electricity Purchase
Agreement.
• the $50 million to be paid by DPP to Hydro for the residual
value of Hydro’s work and equipment on the predecessor
Vancouver Island Generation Project is to be placed in a separate
deferred account, with its ultimate disposition to be the subject
of a future BCUC decision.0
and everything surrounding them—are harvested en masse, the
deer and salmon populations crash. Wolf, bear, and plant
populations quickly follow suit as the entire area succumbs to
ecological destruction: once the trees are removed, the area
becomes what one Raincoast scientist terms a ‘deadscape’.

What Can We Do?

A new report titled ‘Revitalizing British Columbia’s Coastal
Economy: A New Economic Vision for the North and Central
Coast and Haida Gwaii’ issued by Jim Johnson of Victoria-based
Pacific Analytics calls for the province to implement the
economically sound ‘Sustainability Scenario.’ Under this
recommendation, the Great Bear Rainforest’s land base in the
Central and North Coast regions receives far greater protection.
Though mining would still be permitted on some of these
protected lands, the report details that mineral extraction in the
area is not economically viable. The report also urges timber
companies to adopt a more sensible Ecologically Based
Management (EBM) approach to industrial logging in the
region. EBM ‘seeks to ensure the co-existence of healthy, fully
functioning ecosystems and human communities,’ according to
its vague Coastal Information Team definition.

Value Added Wood Processing &
Tourism

Companies are urged to make the transition to value-added
wood processing (taking raw logs and pulp and processing them
in the region rather than exporting in bulk) and seek out viable
and sustainable alternatives to old growth cedar (which is
expected to run out completely by 2026 in some areas).
To counterbalance the provincial revenue loss from the
expected decline in stumpage fees, the report champions the
tourism boom. The region offers bear watching tours, pristine
backcountry camping, and five-star lodges. Wilderness tourism
brought the province $50 million in 2001, as well as creating
14,000 jobs, and, in conjunction with aquaculture and nontimber industries, will offset any projected economic decline.
While the report in no way guarantees the Great Bear
Rainforest for future generations, it suggests resolutions that
improve existing governmental protections. However, even the
minimally protective recommendations made by the CCLRMP

GREAT BEAR, please turn to page 8
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
ne week of sun and budding daffodils
and my snow shovel is back up in the
barn rafters. This might be premature
but I doubt it. The daylight is so much longer
and the robins march around the pasture as if
they plan to stay awhile. I realize I’m a little
edgy about the weather—while it is still true we
can’t control the weather, we human beings do
seem to be influencing it.

To the Fields of Greenland

Lyall Harbor resident and Simon Fraser
professor of Archeology, Erle Nelson,
presented a slide show and lecture on the Fields
of Greenland, at the Community Hall on
February 15. The lecture started out with
pictures of replica Viking boats being built in
Norway and Denmark. Erle told us about June
5, 793 when the Vikings swept onto the island
of Lindisfarne, off the north-east coast of
England, killing the Christian monks, looting
and taking slaves.
For the next 250 years they regularly raided
England, Scotland, Ireland, France, all around
the North Sea and up the river tributaries. With
time, the Vikings colonized the victim countries
and establishing new bases to raid from. Part of
raiding was exploration and the Vikings
seemed to be a maritime culture with great boat
building and navigation skills.
The Norse-Vikings occupied Greenland by
1000. The two major Greenland settlements,
which at their height comprised about three
hundred farms with churches, were abandoned
by 1450—a continuing mystery.
What first took Erle to Greenland was his
major interest in using carbon and nitrogen
isotopes to determine the diets of the
Greenland Norse. Using this method it can be
determined how much of their food came from
their domestic animals—sheep, goats, cows—
and how much from marine seal mammals.
By chance, this project led to another, in
which the hypothesis was that isotopic analysis
of the plants presently growing on archaeological
sites might be able to provide information on
past human activities at those sites. This method
allows archeologists to map human habitation
sites without digging into the soil.
Erle and his graduate student needed
undisturbed sites and because of sparse
population and unattractive farming climate,
Greenland has them. They have spent the last
two summers collecting grass samples on
farms and in settlements.
The lecture was wonderful. Erle took us
through the adventure of creating and checking
data. The lecture was a mixture of how to
substantiate evidence and images and
observations about contemporary Greenland.
Erle is a true academic, curious and honest,
with a great sense of humor and enjoyment of
his profession. He said with a big laugh, ‘It’s fun
to take a crazy idea and see if it works!’ He
commented on the abandonment of the Norse
colonies in Greenland by stating that there are
numerous theories and that they are being
pursued but none so far combine all of the
observable data.
An interesting piece of new information is
that the Black Death killed about half of
Iceland’s population around 1350. For
Greenland, Iceland was an important source of
wood and charcoal, and therefore the ability to
make iron.
Thanks to Saturna’s Parks and Recreation
Commission for sponsoring Erle Nelson’s very
entertaining and thought provoking
presentation.

Kiana Celebrated!

Saturna Community held a baby shower to
welcome new community member Kiana
Jaden Jones. Proud mother, Brianne Jones,
was honored by about 40 women who came to
express their support and regards for her lovely
baby girl. Kiana has a full extended family
besides her grandmother, Beth Jones, Great

Aunt Melanie Gaines, cool Auntie Katie and
Second Cousin Ingrid Gaines, who were all on
hand competing with us to hold the baby and
share in the wonder of a new being. At the end
of the evening, Brianne gave a gracious speech
thanking everyone for coming and for their
good wishes for herself and baby Kiana.

And Another New Baby!

Pat and Barb Ropars are joyful new
grandparents. Annicka Ropars-Patel gave birth
to son Kaari on February 8 in Victoria with dad,
Deenu, in full attendance. Barb got the call of the
imminent birth, scooted in on the morning boat
and was there for his birth in the afternoon. A
calm and contented baby, he is thriving, putting
on weight and bringing love and joy to his new
mom and dad. This information came from his
new grandmother and great grandmother
Norma, out from Ontario.

Music Time

The Arrogant Worms will be performing in
concert at the Saturna Community Hall
Saturday on February 26. Sponsored by the
Saturna Arts and Concert Society, this comedy
folk trio specializes in musical parody and has
performed all over North America, appeared
on the CBC and has produced numerous CDs.
Fine musicianship and lots of laughter are their
trademark. A draw for $200 towards an art
purchase will be held at this concert—what
more could you ask for?!
Next and last concert of the season is April 2
with Tango Paradiso, who will be presenting
music from the passionate and enthralling
musical tradition of Argentina.

National Marine
Conservation Area

Many local groups as well as the local, federal
and provincial government agencies recognize
the benefits of a marine conservation area in
the Strait of Georgia and are collaborating to
collect baseline data. Parks Canada, in
cooperation with the Province of British
Columbia, is undertaking a feasibility study.
About 40 people attended an information
session about the NMCA at the Community
Hall on February 9. Bill Henwood, Project
Manager of the Feasibility Study from Parks
Canada, Glen Rasmussen from Department of
Fisheries and Rob Paynter, of the Provincial
Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management
were there to answer questions.
The workshop was set up to give information
and to receive local feedback. Fifteen large charts
on easels showed marine wildlife populations,
eel grass mapping data etc etc. Bill Henwood will
make copies of the charts available to the
Community after the rounds of information
sessions are completed so that the community
can peruse them at their leisure.

Public Health News

On February 24, our Public Health nurse,
Donna Curwen, in response to community
requests, has arranged guest speakers from Salt
Spring Community Services. Rob Grant, the
new executive Director, Dave Vollrath-Alcohol
and Drug Addictions Counselor for families and
individuals, Kelly Buccini-counselor for
prevention services for youth and families, other
service providers will be on hand to make
presentations and to answer questions. They
will focus on what services they can provide and
how the community can assess these services.
Unbelievably, Donna’s employment as
Homecare Nurse will end as of February 28.
Donna will be 65 in March and must retire.
Yikes! It is tough for the Saturna to have such a
dynamic person retire when she has performed
above and beyond the job description for years.
Donna will still handle Meals on Wheels and
the Red Cross Loan Cupboard for the time
being. At this point we will have a non-resident
nurse, Carolyn Bender (539-2568) from Mayne
Island handling Donna’s position.
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Fudging Kyoto ~ Patrick Brown
anada’s approach to the ‘First
Compliance Period’ (2008–2012) of the
Kyoto Protocol is in the nervous process
of revelation. We have set ourselves an
ambitious target, a reduction of 6% from 1990
(the base year) levels of greenhouse gas
production in this period. We have, frankly,
little chance of meeting this without cooking
the books.
Canada has particular problems. We’re a
large northern nation with (mostly) a cold
winter. We’re highly dependent on
transportation using fossil fuels. We’re also a
large producer of fossil fuels, and we export
significant quantities to the US, which has
rejected the Kyoto agreement.

Two Fudge Factors

Canadians are as good at cooking the books as
anyone else (just read the financial pages of the
newspapers). So when the Protocol was being
drafted, Canada gave strong support to two
measures: the international trading of carbon
credits; and credits for the use of forest and
agricultural lands as ‘carbon sinks’.
Neither of these two measures actually
reduce the amount of greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions that we put into the earth’s
atmosphere. They are, at best, accounting
techniques.
Greenhouse gases, usually measured as
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year,
enter the atmosphere predominantly as a result
of the processing and combustion of fossil fuels.
The most effective way of reducing greenhouse
gas production is to reduce the use of fossil
fuels. Period.

Need summer help? Hire a student!
The Summer Career Placements initiative, a key element
of the Government of Canada’s Youth Employment
Strategy, provides wage subsidies to help employers hire
students for 6 to 16 weeks during the summer. Private,
public and not-for-profit employers are invited to submit
their application by:

Friday, April 1, 2005
This initiative aims to provide students with work
experience related to their field of study. Applications will
be assessed based on the eligibility criteria, regional and
local priorities, the quality of the work experience offered,
as well as budget availability.
To apply or to find out more about this initiative, please
contact the nearest Human Resource Centre of Canada
or call 1 800 935-5555.
Or visit www.youth.gc.ca and
click on Employers.

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING
SEAPLANES
Leaves Vanc. Airport

For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
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Important Notice to Employers

SATURNA, please turn to page 8

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria

Trading Carbon Credits

The central idea of trading ‘credits’ in carbon
dioxide emissions depends on government
allocating an allowable quota of emissions to a
geographical area, industry, corporation,
economic sector, etc. If the area, industry,
corporation, or sector takes measures to
permanently reduce its GHG production to a
level below its quota, then it is entitled to sell its
unused quota to other entities who may find it
difficult or very expensive to reduce their
emissions to reach their quota.
The idea is that GHG reductions are
achieved in the cheapest possible way, and that
the price of ‘credits’ is set by a free market and
will eventually settle between the cost of the
most expensive reductions and the cheapest
reductions.
Naturally, entities for whom reductions are
expensive will seek out those for whom
reductions are cheapest rather than actually
carrying out their own reductions, thus
providing incentives to cheat, speculate, and
connive. Add the opportunity (to cheat,
speculate, and connive) and it becomes clear
that the so-called ‘free market’ in emission
credits will require a great deal of regulation
and supervision:
• credits and reductions must be reliably
measured, tracked, and certified by an
independent body
• the system must not award credits for
reductions that were required by law, or which
would have been undertaken without the
incentive of credit trading

1-800-447-3247
604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

6 Scheduled Flights Daily
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11:30am*
3:30pm
Leaves Gulf Islands

8:00am
12 Noon*
4:00pm
(*except Miners/Montague)

FREQU
EN
FLYE T
DISCO R
UNTS

#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange

Readers’ Letters

Page 4, ISLAND TIDES, Feb 24, 2005
16,000 copies this issue

Every Second Thursday
www.islandtides.com

GULF ISLANDS’ ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY
NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies
delivered to
Southern
Islands’
households
7,500 copies on
the Ferry Routes
Sidney,Victoria
& north of the
Malahat to
Nanaimo

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island B.C. V0N 2M0

Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick

Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank, Graeme Bregani,
Mike Logan, Maggie Ziegler, Ed Yeomans, Helen Schnare

Telephone: 250-629-3660 Fax: 250-629-3838
Email: news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com
Deadline: Wednesday between publications
Off-Islands Canadian Subscriptions $42.80

Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $21.40

WELL WATER
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SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
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taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334
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School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
TRANSFER REQUESTS
Parents who wish to transfer their child to a
school out of their catchment area, please contact
the principal of the school of your choice between
March 1 to April 4, 2005.
This does not apply for normal grade
transitions to the next level at another school.
After April 4, 2005, a letter of request to transfer
must be submitted to the Superintendent.

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Any child who will be five (5) years of age on or
before December 31, 2005 (born in 2000) should
register for the 2005/2006 school year in the school
office February 28 to March 3, 2005.
Galiano Community School
(February 28, March 1 & 2 only)
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Saturna Elementary School
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Parents or Guardians:
Please bring with you verification of the child’s birth
date and citizenship status (birth certificate, passport
or Landed Immigrant authorization).

Short Term Vacation Rentals

Dear Editor:
In view of the overwhelming vote (88%) to keep Gabriola a
peaceful, rural community, it surprises me that there has been so
little public dialogue concerning the short term vacation rental
(STVR) issue.
Commercialism, I realize, is inevitable as our population
grows but it shouldn’t be allowed to adversely affect the character
of our residential areas. Short term neighbours do not create a
sense of community.
Here’s a thought to consider—a dwelling on Gabriola averages
2-3 persons compared to 6-8 in a STVR house. Also consider: the
overloading of sewage systems, increased vehicular traffic and
ferry overloads, strain on water resources as most renters are
likely to be city folk accustomed to letting the taps run.
With STVR rents commanding $500 to $1800 a week, I can
see that there is a lot of money to be made and hence the push for
them but at what cost to the adjacent residential
neighbourhoods? And, honestly, are they really needed? On
Gabriola there are already 675 legal commercial beds available:
B&Bs, the motel, the Haven, Pages Resort, the Surf and the
campgrounds. These businesses also pay commercial taxes which
ultimately benefit the whole community. The STVRs do not.
Another of my concerns is the suggestion of issuing temporary
use permits (TUPs) on Gabriola. This, in my opinion, will not
slow the proliferation of these STVRs and, in fact, with time, will
be a toehold to converting areas of single family zoning to
permanent commercial.
Think these vacation rentals won’t affect your block? Think
again. We’ve already got two on ours and the trend is just
beginning.
Get involved and speak out. Let’s preserve our rural living and
the feeling of community in our residential neighbourhoods.
Your voice counts—remember the 88% on our Island.
Barrie Innes, Gabriola Island
Dear Editor:
My husband and I are currently looking for a nice cottage to
rent over the Spring Break. What I have noticed during these
searches has compelled me to write to you in the hope that
prospective cottage owners may become enlightened as to some
of their unfair practices:
Over and over again, cottage owners state that check-in time
is 4pm and check-out time is 10am—like a hotel, except there’s no
room service and the beds are lumpy.
Personally, I cannot imagine renting a cottage to the tune of
$1500/week to a young family, only to force them to lose nearly
two days of their holiday. At 4pm, little kids are hungry and their
parents are feeling weary; the day is almost over. Likewise, to
have to pack up a whole family and be out by 10am is bloody well
inhumane. It means you spend the whole evening prior deflating
water toys and packing up the food. In the morning you can’t even
have a cup of tea because (a) you’re in such a panic to get the heck
out, and (b) the teapot is already in the van.
Another thing about cottage owners: they make you pay for
professional cleaning services and while the housekeepers are at
work, you get to wait outside with your nose pressed against the
window because you aren’t allowed in until 4pm! Cleaning fees
range from $75-150 and are not included in the weekly rate.
Some cottages even require a damage deposit in case you happen
to pilfer a cherished ashtray that was purchased for a nickel at
the flea market. And who’s there to check for any potential
damage? The housekeeper!
The opposite problem also occurs: other ads we’ve read
remind us that the cottage may need to be cleaned and where we
can find the mop. These are not crappy cottages stuck in the
woods somewhere. I’m talking about waterfront cottages that
are being rented in the off-season for $1800/week. Poor
grovellers such as ourselves are expected to check in at 4pm and
spend the first day of our vacation scrubbing the ring out from the
toilet bowl. And why? For the privilege of enjoying someone’s
home—a home that probably cost the average baby boomer less
than ten thousand dollars which is now worth nearly a million.
Must be nice.
And for the record, the worst cottage owners live on Salt
Spring; talk about arrogance. Never do you find a single one who
appears even remotely grateful for your patronage. On the
contrary: the implicit message is that you should be grateful and
any questions you might have are met with stony silence.
Interestingly, on the smaller islands cottage owners tend to be a
bit more flexible; it’s like
Canada and the United States…
No doubt, Salt Spring is the Big
Brother of the Gulf Islands.
As
a
young person
growing up in the age of insane
real estate prices where
owning recreational property
is but a pipe-dream, all I can
say is shame on all of you
cottage owners who act like
feudal land-barons deigning to
acknowledge the lowly tenant

Live Your Dream

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

farmer. Renting out your cottage is a reciprocal arrangement: I
give you a ton of money, and you treat me with the respect I
deserve. Let me in at a reasonable time and give me until noon to
exit the premises. Let me enjoy at least a portion of the days that
I have paid for!
And while we’re on the topic of hospitality, how about using
some of your cottage-rental slush fund to upgrade that VCR
you’ve had since 1982. Replace your rusted-out garlic press. Put
some sheets on the beds that aren’t riddled with fuzzy balls.
Chop some wood for me so my kids don’t freeze to death while I
try to find an axe.
I am so outraged by the arrogance of cottage owners that I
almost giggle at the thought of some big earthquake coming along
and wiping the smug look off their pompous faces. Maybe they’ll
be wanting to rent my house in Burnaby while they build
themselves some new digs. I’ll tell them, in my frostiest voice, that
check-in time is 9pm and they have to be out at sunrise.
Adrienne Connelly, Burnaby

Ferries, Fast Cats and Offshore Builders

Ed’s Note: The following letter to the February ‘Mariner Life ‘
(Editor: Simon Hill, shill_edit@telus.net) is reprinted with
permission.
Dear Editor:
Over the last six months ex-BC mariner Nick Roman has sent me
many news articles from BC regarding the new ferries. Having
followed this fiasco for months, the idiotic decision to build steel
ferries in Europe does not make much sense, as nearly every
country in Europe, from Ireland to Turkey, and including
Germany, has been buying ‘fast cats,’ built of aluminum mostly in
the yards in Tasmania or Fremantle.
The main builder of cats is Austral, and there are quite a few
operating in Canada (for example, the 86 metre, 42 knot Spirit of
Ontario on Lake Ontario, and The Cat from Yarmouth, Nova
Scotia to Bar Harbour, Maine which does 55-60 knots). Even the
US Marine Corps and the US Navy have two and wish to increase
the fleet to 60 vessels. They have nine on order.
The first one, Westpac Express in one year transported 37,540
personnel, 24,735 tons of cargo, 3,600 vehicles, 3,525
container/pallets, 70 helicopters and so on, travelling 85,000
nautical miles. The US government said ‘The operation of this cat
saved the government $8 million over conventional transport
ferry ships and C-17 transport aircraft.’ The US Army and Navy
were so impressed that a second vessel was leased, HSV-XI Joint
Venture of 96 metres. In 1999 attention to these vessels for navy
and civil use was noted worldwide when the Australian navy
chartered HMAS Jervis Bay, which did 107 trips of 430 miles
from Darwin to Dilli, in about 10 hours at around 48 knots, a total
of 100,000 nautical miles. The vessel moved 20,000 personnel,
430 vehicles and 5,600 tons of cargo. She now runs as Speed One
(Incat 45), from Dover, England to Boulogne and does five return
trips a day. Fred Olsen is having a 127 metre, 50-knot catamaran
built in Fremantle, the world’s largest cat of 1,350 passenger and
340 car capacity.
BC’s shipyards have shrunk by 80%, and without work to build
ships more personnel will be lost and the know-how to build ships
will be lost forever. Austral was struggling for staff in the 1980s.
Now, with orders for 20 years, they employ tradespeople from
around the world in ship construction and have 100 apprentices.
Austral also has a yard on the US East Coast.
BC’s yards need work to survive, not to be written off. And I am
sure they could build the proposed Super C-Class type ferries, even
though they are a design from the past. These days people wish to
get there and back quickly, in comfort and safety. BC Ferry
Services and the government, not the shipyards, were to blame for
the PacifiCat fiasco—they were well-built, badly managed. Over
the years I have been in many famous shipyards around the world,
which are now no more, and it would be a tragedy to lose another
one though lack of foresight by the BC government.
Edmond Owen Humphrey, Western Australia

4-Day School Week Survey

Ed’s Note: Last edition’s article on the 4-day school week survey
raised a fury of comment. The following email correspondence
were received by ‘Island Tides’ and may pour some oil on
troubled waters.
Dear Ms MacKenzie (School Board Chair):
Your article on School District 64’s survey on the 4-day school
week highlights the problems with the majority of so-called
studies that were, and are, used to support this decision by the
school board. The school board, and your article, focus on the
result that 59.33% of the respondents rated the 4-day week as
positive or somewhat positive. However, this conclusion is
erroneous and statistically invalid because it includes several
separate populations.
Students, who made up 69% of the respondents (and who can
be viewed as having a biased opinion), are combined with parents
(23%) and others (assumed to be district employees) at 8%. All of
these are distinct populations that would have significant
differences in response trends; thus, they cannot be grouped and
analysed together. A proper analysis would separate the
responses into each distinct population and report these results.
LETTERS, please turn to page 8

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB

COME DOWN AND CHECK OUT
OUR GREAT DAILY SPECIALS
IN THE PUB AND THE CAFÉ!
Café: Open 7am–8pm daily, Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am weekdays)
Pub: Open from Noon daily
•
Liquor Store: Open from 10am daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

‘What’s On?’
Thursday, Feb 24

Arrogant
Worms
Concert—
Canada’s Funniest Music Comedy
Show! • Artspring Theatre • Doors
7pm, show 7:30pm • Tickets: $20 in
advance and at door, available from
Artspring Ticket Centre: 250-537-2102
• Info: www.arrogant-worms.com • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sundays, Feb 27 & Mar 6

Port Washington General Store Info Sessions—interested
in what’s happening? FEB 27, 2:30pm: for artists, artisans,
growers, and home-producers interested in selling your work;
MAR 6, 2:30pm: general info session open to everyone,
including those interested in being involved • Both meetings at
the Store (located at the Port Wash dock) • Info: 250-629-6480 •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Mon, Feb 28 to Fri, Mar 4

Screening Mammography Program of BC Mobile Van
Visit—book your free screening mammogram today (no referral
required) • Salt Spring Island Courthouse • Info or to book an
appt: 1-800-663-9203; www.bccancer.bc.ca/breastscreening •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, March 4, 5 & 6

6th Annual Our Island, Our World Film Festival—‘Making
Media Matter’ features films from the Traveling World
Community Film Festival, a rich texture of documentary and
award-winning selections including Velcrow Ripper’s Scared
Sacred • Cinema Centre (filmings) & Gulf Island Secondary
School (food, workshops and discussion) • Info:
www.savesaltspring.com/filmfest.html or 250-537-4406 • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sat, March 5

Wildart Photography
Gallery
Opening—get
connected to the natural
world
through
Shel
Neufeld’s photography, add
colour to your home or
business with our gallery HEMLOCK SPROUTS
and stock photography;
wine and cheese will be served • 4543 Bedwell Harbour Road
(Please park on Short Road) • 7–10pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

KYOTO from page 3
• reductions must not be calculated from artificially inflated
baselines
• monitoring and enforcement of emissions must be effective
in preventing abuses of the system, with adequate penalties
• a watertight information system must be maintained by
national and international authorities to completely track
emission caps, trading, and credits.
Emission credit trading systems are not new; they have been
in existence in the US for some time. The 1990 amendments to
the Clean Air Act provided an emissions ‘cap’ and trading
arrangements for sulphur dioxide (SO2), mainly produced by
coal-burning power stations. The Act requires that new sources
of ozone pollution in ‘non-attainment’ areas must purchase
credits to offset their emissions. Anyone may purchase these
credits, including brokers and speculators (Cantor Fitzgerald,
the brokerage firm which used to occupy the top floors of the
World Trade Centre, trades in emission credits).
Even with the US Government enforcement, there have been
suggestions of irregularities in the creation of ‘caps’ and the
trading of credits.

International Trading

The Kyoto Protocol allows trading GHG credits between
countries, under the rules of the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). This provides for the financing of
GHG reduction projects in one country to compensate for
continuing or increased GHG emissions in another country
(only ‘Annex 1’ signatories to the Kyoto Protocol need apply).
Credits can sometimes be traded in advance of the projects in
return for money to finance the projects.
Clearly, this requires, in addition to authoritative certification
of the baseline emissions and any applicable quotas, and of the
expected reductions, effective monitoring, information systems,
enforcement, and penalties. UNFCCC is still in the early stages
of establishing this. A few projects have been proposed, but the
potential for abuse of such a system is overwhelming.
Russia has a large quantity of GHG credits for sale, because the
decline in the Russian economy since 1990 (Kyoto’s base year) has
resulted in a substantial decline in GHG production - thus the
references to ‘Russian hot air’. But trading in these credits clearly
does nothing to reduce the world’s GHG production.
In summary, it may be possible for a national government to
track these items within a single jurisdiction, but the chances for
effective international supervision of such a system, with its
incentives for deception, seem slim.

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Fris & Sats, March 11 & 12, 18 & 19

Sewing and Crafts Show—over 70 seminars, exhibits,
demonstrations, celebrity speakers, prizes, stage show, shop-tilyou-drop • 11th & 12th: Victoria Conference Centre, 18th &
19th: Tradex, Abbotsford • 9am–6pm daily • Each show: 2-day
pass, $10 • Info: www.sewingandcraftsshow.com or 1-888-2456777 • IN VICTORIA & ABBOTSFORD

Saturday, March 12

Galiano Concert Society Series
Presents Sara Davis Buchner—a
pianist of great renown, Ms. Buchner has
performed in many countries and built a
reputation for playing classical music and
music for films, jazz and ragtime! Ms.
Buchner involves the audience with her
humour; CDs available for purchase •
South Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: Galiano
Books, $25 and $12 (Students) • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Tuesday, March 15

Deadline for Proposals from Gulf Islands Artists—Three
on the Tree is looking for original ideas for short (5–15 mins)
pieces of performance, poetry, music, comedy, live art, etc. for
Gulf Islands Cabaret on Pender Island at the Hall, April 23, 2005;
artist fees will be paid; send one-page description of proposal plus
CV, technical requirements & other relevant materials (CD, video) to
Box 96, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • Info: 250-629-3550 or
www.pendercreatives.com/threeonthetree • ALL GULF ISLANDS

Saturday, March 19

Global Day of Action—rally and march on 2nd anniversary of
war on Iraq; rally with Dahr Jamail, journalist working in Iraq,
and Walden Bello from Focus on Global South; families
encouraged to attend, balloons and other entertainment on site •
MARCH: Seaforth Peach Flame Park on south end of Burrard
Bridge, 11:30am; RALLY: Sunset Beach (Beach Avenue at Bute),
1pm • Info: www.StopWar.ca or contact@stopwar.ca • IN
VANCOUVER

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT
Only $26.75

With photo, just $32.10

increase the amount of carbon dioxide absorbed, or
‘sequestered’ by growing plants. So growing forests, and
increasing the productivity and area of agricultural lands, could
theoretically reduce the net production of greenhouse gases.
This was the basis on which Canada, in the Kyoto
negotiations, claimed credit for the GHG sequestered by its
forests and farmlands. To put this in context, preliminary
estimates indicate that, in the northern hemisphere, growing
plants annually sequester about one-third of the CO2 produced
from fossil fuels.
This has given rise to an effort by forest managers to certify
their annual uptake of GHG in order to sell carbon credits to
industrial GHG producers.

Annual CO2 Consumption

The idea of a ‘carbon credit’ is that it represents a permanent
reduction in the earth’s GHG production. In other words, once
you have taken the action that resulted in the reduced
production or increased uptake of CO2, the reduction continues,
year after year, at the same rate. In the case of forests and
agriculture, this is difficult to measure and difficult to certify.
And the term ‘sequestered’ means temporary storage, until the
wood rots, is burned, or is chemically processed, thus releasing
the CO2 back into the atmosphere.
Assuming that half the dry weight of wood is CO2, then any
system that estimates the amount of wood grown can be used to
estimate the GHG sequestered that year. In a new monospecies
plantation forest, such a measurement may be credible.
Similarly, forest harvesting may produce credible wood weight
measures, and if a percentage of the logs goes on to make
construction lumber, the CO2 continues to be sequestered. But
some wood goes to make wood pulp - what then of the CO2?
In a mature forest, trees fall and rot, giving off CO2. Some
mature forests are net producers of GHG. Fires and insect
damage may kill trees (think of the mountain pine beetle
infestation in BC’s interior). And climate change itself may
change the growth patterns of trees and other forest plants.
Even greater uncertainties attend efforts to estimate the GHG
consequences of changes in land use. Urban growth itself can
reduce sequestation of CO2. In other words, GHG credits
claimed for forests and agriculture are temporary, hard to

KYOTO, please turn to page 11
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Pender Photographer’s
Work is Wild Art

S

Mike Logan

hel Neufeld calls his photography business and new gallery
‘Wildart’ and the name fits. When not wandering around
the Gulf Islands and capturing our own unique ecosystem
in new and different ways, Shel can be found packing through
the backcountry of Olympic National Park’s rainforest, or
exploring the lush mysteries of Haida Gwaii.
But even that level of commitment to the natural world isn’t
always enough. Some of Shel’s most memorable adventures and
images come from his unique photographic expeditions: he has
been known to hike and mountaineer through BC’s wilderness,
rainforest, and ranges for upwards of a month. ‘It’s great
connecting with the present moment. You let go of everything,’
says Shel, recalling a 32-day adventure among unexplored
valleys and peaks in the Terrace area. ‘You don’t focus on
memory, you focus on where you’re at. I’m drinking in this
beautiful scenery—massive glaciers, incredibly jagged peaks—
my photos reflect those feelings.’
Month long mountaineering trips aren’t the only thing that
makes Shel’s work unique. With each print, he includes either a
journal entry or a personal reflection on the magic of that
particular image. The work itself is striking in its detail and
focus. Photos range from majestic panoramas of immense scale
to explorations of the miniature world we pass by.
‘We all have different and beautiful ways of seeing the world.
Taking the time to do this has enabled me to interpret what’s there
artistically,’ says Shel of his microcosmic pictures. His favourite
subjects are mushrooms, and if you’re only passingly familiar with
our fungal friends, his photographs are sure to challenge your
perceptions. Appearing as UFOs and planets, his images of
mushrooms are anything but typical. They join waterfalls, jagged
peaks, moonlit glaciers, pollinating bees, old growth forests,
colourful starfish, and surreal textures to complete Shel’s gallery,
which opens March 5th on Pender Island.
Shel loves Pender not only for the ocean and arbutus that
inspire him daily, but also the strong community. Conceptually
speaking, Shel says, ‘I hope to inspire people to go deeper and
connect with nature.’ After all, it’s not about the expeditions; it’s
bringing the images to the individual viewer. ‘I want to raise
awareness of these beautiful areas and the pressures [they] face.
This is an incredible opportunity.’
Wildart Gallery’s grand opening is March 5 (see ‘What’s On?’
listing this page). The gallery will be open most days throughout
the summer, on weekends the rest of the year, and by
appointment anytime the photographer is not out
bushwhacking through the wilderness. 0

ROCK & GEM
SHOW 2005

March 18, 19 & 20
Leonardo Da Vinci Centre

195 Bay Street Victoria, BC
A learning experience for the whole family
15 Dealers from Alberta & BC • Gold Panning •
Gem Cutters at Work • Rock Polishing • Silver
Smithing • Opal Cutting • Special Activities for
Children • And Much More!
Fri 1–9pm • Sat 10am–6pm • Sun 10am–4:30pm
Adults $4 • Seniors / Students $3 • Family (4) $8

Details at: www.islandnet.com/~VLM

Sponsored by Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FO R W ATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

Forest and Agricultural Lands

In general, forest and agricultural lands absorb carbon dioxide
as plants grow. Approximately 50% of wood is carbon, and that
carbon comes from the air. Certain agricultural techniques
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Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design
• Polypropylene-lined
Cisterns—

Steel

4,000-30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts

Now in Three Locations:
#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527
A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan
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BECAUSE WE’RE
ALL IN THIS TOGETHER.
BC Hydro’s purpose is to supply reliable power at low cost for generations to come. Meeting that challenge presents
all of us with choices and requires us to make some important decisions, together. Through our Integrated Electricity
Planning process, we’re developing options to meet the province’s growing energy needs. With your involvement,
this plan will ensure that the resources we inherited will be just as valuable to our children.

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING

RELIABLE POWER

TO ENSURE RELIABLE POWER

THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER

Our job is to deliver a non-stop supply of power. For our

We believe that B.C. should be energy self-sufficient and

customers, reliability means that their homes and businesses

that our plan to invest in greater reliability is a good one.

are able to operate without interruptions by outages. So we’re

Demand for electricity continues to grow at roughly 2%

planning ahead to make sure enough power generation is

every year. To be energy self-sufficient and to meet our

available in B.C. to meet all of the province’s energy needs.

rising demand, we have to make some choices and

To do that, we need to examine all of the generation

decisions together. We’d like to hear your thoughts.

options available and to work with our customers to better

LOW-COST POWER

understand their reliability needs. We’re also targeting our

THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER

maintenance and investments on those parts of our system
that most need improvement.

We need to decide together what type of energy we want
to use to generate electricity. New energy resources can

11

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING

take a long time to become operational – 8 to 10 years

TO ENSURE LOW-COST POWER

is not uncommon. Sometimes it’s hard to anticipate all of

British Columbians enjoy the third-lowest electricity rates

the costs associated with 50-year investments, especially

in North America. Our plan is to maintain that competitive

environmental costs. Are we prepared to invest in more

advantage, by promoting Power Smart as an important

expensive clean generation today to avoid other costs

and cost-effective part of the solution. By buying energy

tomorrow? What generating resources are we willing

from independent producers through open and competitive

to accept in our communities?

processes. By making the most of electricity trading

OUR ENERGY FUTURE

opportunities and constantly searching for better and

THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER

more efficient ways of doing what we do.

Another long-term goal we’ve set is to encourage a

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING TO ENSURE

significant and permanent reduction in the amount of

OUR LEGACY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

electricity consumed in B.C. We know we can all consume

At BC Hydro, our long-term goal is to ensure that we

less. Yet a typical B.C. home today uses about 6% more

minimize our impact on the environment. For example,

electricity than in 1995. If we all reduced our consumption

we have low greenhouse gas emissions. We have made

by 20% it would reduce the need for new generation

a commitment to meet half of B.C.’s new energy needs

sources and make a huge contribution to protecting our

through clean generation sources. We work constructively

environment. Is that a change we’re all prepared to make?

with communities on water use and other conservation
plans. Our Power Smart conservation initiative leads the
To find out more about BC Hydro’s 2005 Integrated

world in promoting reduced consumption. Naturally, we

Electricity Planning process, please visit our website.

can do even more. And we intend to.

BC Hydro will also be hosting open houses throughout
the province. Be sure to watch your local newspaper,
or visit our website for details.

RELIABLE POWER, AT LOW COST, FOR GENERATIONS.

WWW.BCHYDRO.COM

1

1511_J
PROOF #

Docket #:
Client:

45-1511G
BC Hydro

File Name: 45-1511G_10x15_J
Trim Size: 10" x 15"

Prod Mgr.:

SIGNED
INITIALS:

Client Approval
Signature

Date

11

ISLAND TIDES, Feb 24, 2005, Page 7

Film Fests make media
matter

The coast is movie buff heaven this winter. Following on the
heels of the ten-day Victoria Film Festival and the Travelling
World Community Festival’s visits to the Mainland and
Vancouver Island, two more festivals are coming up in March.

Salt Spring’s Our Island, Our World

Photo: Graeme Bregani

At about 10am on Saturday, February 12, Saturna Island firefighters reponded to a boat fire at Winter Cove Park
near the launching ramp. A 25ft inboard power boat, with a full tank of gas, caught fire just before being
launched from its trailer when the engine was started.
Two adults and a child onboard eacaped without injury. Six firefighters using a mini-pumper and water
tanker had the fire extinguished within twenty minutes. Highly toxic black smoke from burning fiberglass,
upholstery foam, paint and fuel required the use of self-contained breathing apparatus as the firefighters
quelled the blaze. The boat's interior was extensively burned and the vessel is likely a write off. The trailer was
undamaged—score another one for the Saturna ‘Old Goats.’

T

Environmental record laid bare at forum ~ Maggie Ziegler

he provincial election and the environment was the topic
of a recent public forum on Salt Spring Island. Sponsored
by the Salt Spring Coalition of Concerned Citizens, it was
a lively evening of presentation and questions involving
environmental experts and party representatives.
Chris Rolfe, executive director of West Coast Environmental
Law, began with a stark overview of regulatory rollbacks, revised
legislation and decimated ministries. Dr Michael M’Gonigle,
political economist and holder of the eco-research chair at the
University of Victoria, then argued that the way forward requires
mainstreaming environmental concerns into every aspect of
government and that the environment is the central agenda of
the election.
Both Rolfe and M’Gonigle stressed the diminished nature of
public participation and the narrowing of democracy, making
clear that an improved environmental future is inseparable from
an invigorated democracy.
Rolfe reported that budget cutbacks since 2001 have resulted
in a reduced ability to monitor and enforce environmental
regulations. Cutbacks stand at 29.8% in the Ministry of Water,
Land and Air Protection, 50.4% in Sustainable Resource
Management and 27.9% for Forests, leading to a reduction of
over 1,800 employees. In Manning Park, for example, there is
one staff person for every 858,154 visitors.
Deregulation and legal revision have had dramatic impact:
companies wanting to spray pesticides no longer need
government approval, the right of appeal is now limited to only
the most serious of pollution cases (resulting in an 80%
reduction in appeals) and due diligence is now an accepted
defense for forest practice penalties.
The net result of these changes, suggests Rolfe, is that our
laws are less effective in protecting the environment, the
government no longer has the ability to monitor whether laws
are working or not and we are dependent on the goodwill of
industry for public health and safety.
M’Gonigle, also an author, activist and lawyer, argued for an
ecological society, rather than an environmental ministry;
environmental concerns should be an integral part of all
government planning processes. The current system hides the
fact that the creation of wealth is underwritten by the
environment. There is no feedback loop to account for how
individual sector success is determined by hidden
environmental costs.
In addition to ecosystem based management, Rolfe
suggested the way forward involves sufficient staffing,
establishing provincial sustainability goals and policies, and
ensuring the right of public participation. Examples of how the

GULF ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

OCEANFRONT LOTS
ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

SATURNA ISLAND

PENDER ISLAND

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan

1-866-558-LAND (5263)

www.landquest.com

right of public participation has become endangered include the
elimination of public listing of regulatory non-compliance, and
the repeal of laws to protect citizens from law suits aimed at
reducing public opposition.
M’Gonigle spoke passionately about the closure of public
space and our decreased awareness of the environmental crisis
through government secrecy, lowered public participation, and
the disappearance of intense public debates he witnessed over
environmental issues only fifteen years ago.

Political Parties Speak

Ken Rouleau, Green Party candidate for Saanich North and the
Islands, saw no separation between the economy, the
environment and social issues. He identified a need for
grassroots efforts to be supported by government policy. For
example, the wide range of local green initiatives needed
regulatory support for broader effectiveness. He described the
green platform as including regulatory strengthening, tax
shifting to promote a green economy and expanding human
rights provisions to include water and air.
Irene Wright, a founding member of the Salt Spring NDP
group, said that an NDP government would act to ‘stop the
bleeding,’ examine carefully the fiscal legacy and work towards
developing working structures. She said we must change our
dependence on industries that rely on ecological subsidy, such as
fish farming and coalbed methane. To this end the NDP has
publicly stated it will institute an immediate moratorium on fish
farm licenses.
The Green and NDP speakers (the responders to an all-party
invitation to participate) were both committed to stronger
environmental protection and a greater role for citizen
involvement. But neither spoke specifically to how they would
integrate environmental concerns into overall government
structures or how genuine community participation in decision
making could occur.
Forum speakers all agreed on the notion of democracy in
peril. The BC Single Transferable Vote proposal of the Citizens
Assembly (see in-depth article, page 10) was identified by both
Rolfe and M’Gonigle as an example of participatory citizens
process and a key to future accountability, diversity and
innovation in government.
And so as we challenge our political candidates to give us a
vision of long-term environmental goals and short-term
strategies, we can act on one central point of agreement:
revitalize our democracy by actively campaigning for the STV
referendum.0

Simply the best
…any way we package it

The sixth ‘Our Island, Our World Film Festival’ on Salt Spring
Island wants to ‘make media matter.’ The festival committee and
new organizers, Carol and Dick Grier, have assembled a strong
list of films that focus on social justice and will offer opportunities
for festival-goers to get involved in social issues through
workshops. The event will take place between March 5 and 6.
‘We saw an awe-inspiring amount of humanitarianism at last
year’s festival,’ says Carol Grier. ‘I was particularly impressed
with the AIDS and Africa-focused films and workshops. This
year there will be plenty more involvement opportunities—
when people go to films and get inspired or depressed, they can
immediately speak to someone from our Island who is working
on these issues locally or even globally.’
Thirty of the films in Our Island, Our World are from the
Travelling World Community Festival line-up. Salt Spring’s
festival also showcases films from SOLID (Aids in Africa) and
NFB Films (First Nations).
Workshops include sessions with Salt Spring Island
Biodiesel Group and Salt Spring Island Alternative Energy
Group. The Nanaimo Film School will host a special film school
for youth for students aged 15 and under.
Programs are now available and film listings and info can
also be found at www.savesaltspring.com/filmfest.html.

Cowichan Film Festival

Next in the line-up is the Cowichan Aboriginal Film Festival
taking place on March 10, 11 and 12 in Duncan. This festival is a
celebration of aboriginal film and art featuring an international
slate of First Nations’ film, art and dance. The three-day event
will also include workshops and panel discussions with leading
Canadian aboriginal filmmakers and producers. For more
information visit www.aff.cowichan.net or call 250-746-7930.0

RICHARD J WEY
& ASSOCIATES
LAND SURVEYING INC.
The Lord James
#4 - 2227 James White Boulevard
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

PH: 250-656-5155

FX: 250-656-5175

LEGAL, ENGINEERING AND TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS, SUBDIVISION PLANNING
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Exceptional quality.
Outstanding value.
We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.
We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages
• 35 years of industry experience
• financing, builder and warranty programs

Building a
Custom Home?
Our house
packages are
surprisingly
affordable.

Precut 6x8 “D” Log
‘Hybrid’ Timber Frame

Tamlin Homes involves the OWNER at every stage
of construction—from initial design, to materials
selection, project budgeting and construction
scheduling — all to exceed your expectations.

Our packages to ‘lock up’ are perfect for resort locations.

Tamlin International Homes Co. Ltd.

(604) 513-1190 www.tamlinhomes.com

Prentice

Liberty

Start your dream. Contact us today.

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME
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Islands’ coffee at Duke Point terminal
Salt Spring food companies continue to grow.
The latest expansion—Salt Spring Coffee Co
will operate a new food and beverage kiosk
inside the Duke Point ferry terminal foot
passenger lounge. Salt Spring Coffee is already
operating a kiosk at Swartz Bay.
Starting in early April, the locally owned and
operated coffee company will be serving their

LETTERS from page 4
Finally, it is also statistically invalid to
include the 17.1% of neutral responses with the
positive responses, just as it would be to include
them with the negative responses.
Allan Powelson, Pender Island
Dear Mr Powelson:
Thank you for your message. The data that we
sent out in the press release was the raw data as
it came from the survey software program we
used. You are quite correct that it requires
analysis that separates the responses into
groupings. The indepth analysis is underway.
The 4-Day Week Implementation Task Force
currently has an independent analysis being
prepared. It will be up on the School District
website within 10 days.
May McKenzie, Chair, School District #64

… No Oil On These Waters

Dear Editor:
What is the point of gathering useless
information that does not address any solid
educational questions?
Over 7,000 written comments accompanied
the returned surveys. The amount of written
comments strongly illustrates the importance of
this issue in the Gulf Islands and the need for
true scientific data. In the Coast Mountain
district, 73% of parents were against the 4-day
week in their schools, but their board continued
with it for a 2nd year.
In the Gulf Islands the four-day school week
may be ushered in for a second year, if not
permanently, this spring, without any
meaningful public consultation having taken
place. Our best future is to vote the present
school trustees out of office next November and
elect those this spring in Victoria who will
defend and restore full public education
funding. You can vote in the new Keep Five
Alive poll, ‘Do you feel that public education is in
jeopardy in BC?’ at www.keepfivealive.ca.
Mona Fertig, Five Alive Coalition,
Salt Spring Island

unique blends of freshly roasted organic and
fair trade coffee and tea. Customers can also
look forward to espresso drinks, natural fruit
smoothies, fresh-baked pastries and
sandwiches.
The new indoor facility replaces the
temporary food and beverage trailers that
operated outside the facility.0

New Website for Bob Latimer

Dear Editor:
On January 18, Robert Latimer will be entering
the 5th year of his incarceration for the mercy
killing of his daughter who was suffering
intractable pain, was unable to eat, and was
scheduled for a surgical procedure to remove
part of her femur, because of a chronically
dislocated hip, as well as the insertion of a
stomach tube as a method of providing her with
nourishment. She had already undergone
numerous surgeries in attempts to relieve some
of the drastic skeletal distortions caused by the
muscle spasms induced by her severe cerebral
palsy. Her attending physicians refused to
provide her with any analgesia more potent than
Tylenol, lest it worsen her seizure frequency
(about 12 a day). Her chronological age was 12,
but her mental age was about 3 months. Finally
her father could not stand to see her suffering
any longer and using carbon monoxide ended
her life and suffering.
For this act he received life imprisonment
with no chance for parole for 10 years!
A friend of Bob’s has recently designed a new
website for him, www.Robertlatimer.net.
Although Bob does not have access to email or
the internet, messages can be relayed to him at
bob@robertlatimer.net. They will be printed up
and taken to him. Letters can be sent to him at
Box 4000, Station A, Victoria BC, V8X 3YB.
Brian Finnemore , Salt Spring Island

No Advance in Human
Understanding

Dear Editor:
In March 1914, during his first speaking-tour of
the United States, Norman Angell wrote an
‘Open Letter to the Canadian Student’ in which
he said: ‘Unless we can make some equivalent
advance in the understanding of the laws and
principles of human association, in the
management of society, all our advance on the
material side, the management of matter, may
LETTERS, please turn to page 11

ON THE
ISLANDS
with
Gary Lunn, MP

“I n y o u r c o m m u n i t y i n M a r c h”
Wednesday, March 2

Saturna Island

Meet and Greet, Saturna Island Store 10:00 AM –Noon

Mayne Island

Visiting Students at Mayne Island School 12:30 PM

Pender Island

Thursday, March 3

Town Hall Meeting Pender Island Library 10:00–11:00 AM

Galiano Island

Visiting Students at Galiano Island School 2:30 PM
Town Hall Meeting—School Meeting Room 3:15–4:00 PM

Special Town Hall on the Evironment Coming March 15
to Salt Spring Island—Check the Lunn Report for details
Gary Lunn, MP
#1—9843 Second Street
Sidney BC V8L 3C7

Phone: 1-800-667-9188
Fax: (250) 656-1675
E-Mail: lunnmp@garylunn.com
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The Streamlining of British Columbia
Ed Yeomans

he Campbell Liberal Government has
worked harder to bring big corporate
industrial and financial investment into
British Columbia than any government in
memory. It has gone to extremes legislatively to
make things easy and free of obstacles and red
tape. At least four large corporations,
Accenture, IBM, Maximus, and Electronic Data
Systems, have, through contracts difficult or
impossible to change, become deeply
embedded in our government and are taking
part in the governing of our province.
Now consider the following hypothetical
newspaper headline: ‘Government approves
Exxon-Mobil oil drilling in Beacon Hill Park.
The BC Government revealed today that a deal
has been finalized with Exxon-Mobil Oil to
undertake extensive oil development in
Victoria’s large, beautiful park by the sea.’
Incredible?
Shocking?
Unthinkable?
Impossible?
All of those except impossible. Under Bill
75, the Significant Project Streamlining Act,
passed in November 2003, it would be
altogether possible and legal; the above
newspaper headline could be perfectly correct.
And if there had been no leaks, the public
would have no knowledge of the deal and no
chance for input up to the time of the sudden,
stunning news report.

whom all parties must cooperate. If they
succeed, they will enter into an implementation
agreement; the minister will give his approval
and provide permits, approvals, and consents.
If they still do not reach agreement, the
minister may develop detailed measures to
eliminate constraints. One such measure in this
case would be to end the Trust control of the
park and give full title and control to the City of
Victoria. The minister may, by order, set out
replacement regulations and consult with all
parties about the measures. Exxon-Mobil is
now under compulsion to undertake and
complete the project and the minister may
monitor the work or appoint a monitor to do
this. All this is done without input from the
public and without knowledge of the project by
the public until an official announcement is
made as the project is about to begin.
We would agree that Beacon Hill Park is an
unlikely location for this; Manning Park is a
much more likely site, but either location would
be possible and legal under the Streamlining
Act. Unwise, disastrous projects have been
undertaken by BC governments in the past, and
perhaps will be in the future. We need
safeguards that protect our province against
such atrocities; we certainly should not be
reducing or eliminating safeguards.

Let’s examine the six months’ process prior to
the public announcement. Representatives
from Exxon-Mobil visit the BC Minister of
mines and propose the Beacon Hill project,
citing very promising gravity surveys and
magnetic surveys that indicate certain success;
they also guarantee that the project will proceed
as soon as they are permitted to make a seismic
survey to confirm the success of the project. The
Minister of Mines then recommends the project
to the Cabinet and describes it to them, ‘its
scope, intended operations, anticipated
constraints, and other details.’
If they consider that it is ‘in the public
interest and is or may be subject to a constraint,
they may by order designate that project as a
provincially significant project and facilitate the
expeditious completion and intended
operations of the project.’ They will authorize
the minister to replace the constraining
regulations with regulations that do not
constrain this significant project.
Exxon-Mobil must consult with the
approval authorities responsible for the
constraints in order to work towards
agreement. The Minister of Mines may appoint
a facilitator to assist with negotiations, with

Bill 75 was meant to make British Columbia
attractive and inviting to investors and
developers, but it renders our province
vulnerable to serious desecration and
exploitation, especially when all can be
arranged without public knowledge or
consultation. In Section 11(1) we learn that ‘if
there is a conflict between this Act and any
other enactment, this Act prevails. It prevails
except for The Agricultural Land Commission
Act and the Environmental Assessment Act,
and the latter applies only to projects in which
the federal government is involved.
The art of government is ‘above all’ a moral
art; those who would make government ‘above
all’ a matter of money and business, make
government a monstrous, immoral thing.
Health and humanitarian social services since
2001 have been reduced and crippled in the
name of ‘money and business above all,’ and so
has education, from kindergarten to university,
not to mention the shipbuilding industry. Many
people have suffered and are suffering under
the shadow of ‘money and business above all.’
Yes budgets should be under strict control, but
we must never never again have a ‘budget above
all’ government like the present one.0

Only Six Months

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Craig
Jordan-Knox of Surrey, BC
intends to make application to
Land and Water British
Columbia
Inc.
(LWBC),
Vancouver Island Region Nanaimo Service Centre, Land
and Water Management
Division Office for a Licence of
Occupation
Private
Moorage situated on Gossip
Channel, Galiano Island.
The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is 1412599.
Written
comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer at 501-345
Wallace Street, Nanaimo, BC,
V9R 5B6. Comments will be
received by LWBC until
March 26, 2005. LWBC may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website
at www.lwbc.bc.ca under
Current Land Applications
for more information.
Be advised that any
to
this
responses
advertisement
will
be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia’s
regional office.

Bill 75 and the Art of
Government

GREAT BEAR from page 2
in June of 2004 have yet to be adopted by the cabinet.
Meanwhile, companies like Interfor, Weyerhauser and Western
Forest Products continue to liquidate unprotected stands. At
this rate, the largest intact network of temperate rainforest on
the planet will not be intact much longer. Piece by piece,
watersheds and valleys (such as the Koeye) are becoming
geographically isolated from the surrounding rainforest, cutting
off migratory corridors.
Genovali suggests that the solution lies not just in protecting
the land, but in ensuring accountability by promoting
community based forestry. ‘Special interests in the logging
industry and their allies in government are looking to make
decisions not in the long term interest of this globally significant
region…we need to look at stopping clearcut logging—not just
renaming it. Major logging companies just can’t do it, they’re
high-volume export driven. Ecoforestry [EBM] just isn’t done.’
The Great Bear Rainforest is unparalleled, but it’s also largely
unprotected even though environmental groups continue the
struggle to ensure the region’s future security. The good news,
says Raincoast, is it’s never too late. Every single person who
takes heart can make a difference. Visit www.raincoast.org for
more information on the Raincoast Conservation Society and
www.pacificanalytics.ca for Jim Johnson’s economic report on
the Great Bear rainforest region.0
SATURNA from page 3

Natural Area Tax Exemption

Kate Emmings from Galiano made a presentation to Saturna
Community on the Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption
Program (NAPTEP). Lots of diligent work went into getting this
innovative program in place. This is an Islands Trust Fund
program whereby owners can receive a property tax reduction if
they covenant preserve part of their land in its natural state. The
covenant belongs to the land in perpetuity.
An evaluation process establishes whether the proposed
property qualifies to be included in the program. As you can
imagine, any program where you can get a tax reduction is a
formal process! The Islands Trust has a number of guidelines
and detailed descriptions of the legal process necessary and the
costs entailed.
Two such convenants have been established on Saturna so
far—Boot Cove Bluffs on the west side of Boot Cove and part of
the swamp at the top of the Missing Link.0

New weigh scale and
different hours at
Hartland

Going to the dump may take slightly different timing nowadays;
Hartland Landfill and Recycling centre in Saanich has made
some changes. On February 1, Hartland started using an
automated weigh scale and splitting general public and
commercial operating hours.
Everybody can access to drop-off refuse bins, yard waste,
recycling and active face areas is Monday to Friday, 9am–5pm
and Saturdays 7am–2pm.
Registered commercial account customers can also use the
new weigh scale and access the landfill from7am–9am, Monday
to Friday. The new hours are designed help minimize line up
times for everyone. Commercial traffic can take advantage of
early morning hours reducing traffic during the day.
The new automated weigh scale will be staffed for the month
of Febraury to work out gliches and assist customers.
For more information, please visit our web site at:
www.crd.bc.ca/es/hartland/newhours.htm or contact the CRD
Hotline at 360-3030 or hotline@crd.bc.ca.0
MIDDEN from page 1
summoned by the provincial government under the Heritage
Conservation Act on December 13, 2004.
The counts under which they are charged are:
Count 1: ‘Did unlawfully damage a burial place which has
historical or archeological value.’ Contravening Sec 13 (2)(b)
and Sec 36 (1)
Count 2: ‘Did excavate a site that contained materials or
other physical evidence of human habitation in use before 1841.’
Contravening Sec 13 (2)(d) and 36(1)9d)
The three accused will be back in court on March 3 when
election of pleas will be made.
Poets Cove Resort opened its doors in April last year. But
according to First Nations representatives, restoration work in
sifting the disturbed middens for artifacts and bones was
stopped in July with 2,000 cubic yards of material unsifted—8
to 10 months’ work. On November 16 last year, Tsawout,
Tsartlip, Pauquachin and Tseycum Elders held a burning
ceremony on adjoining Reserve land in an effort to honour
ancestors and bring healing. (Article and photo in Island Tides,
December 4, 2004, edition on page 1; can be read at
www.islandtides.com).

From Our Archives— an article
published Feb 27, 2003
‘Burial Site Unearthed at Bedwell’

The Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group has filed a complaint with the
RCMP to investigate Poets Cove Resort at Bedwell Harbour on
South Pender ‘for the destruction of an ancient Coast Salish
Village site,’ says a February 14, 2003 advisory. The treaty group
claims that the developers have committed an offence under the
Heritage Conservation Act at the recorded archaeological site,
contravening their Site Alteration Permit.
The site (DeRt-004) has deposits up to 4-5,000 years old. A
1990 archaeological study conducted for earlier management of
the proposed expansion of the Bedwell Harbour Hotel,
evaluated the site as having moderate to high cultural
significance and recommended a small-scale archaeological
excavation of the site. The site had received extensive
destruction in the original hotel construction in the 1960s.
However no major construction took place at the site until
last fall. In September, Chief Vern Jack of the Tseycum First
Nation noticed piles of disturbed midden at the waterfront of
the property and alerted the Archaeological & Registry Branch
of the Sustainable Resources Management ministry, responsible
for issuing the Site Alteration Permit.
Bill James, representing Poets Cove, said he was unaware of
the 1990 impact study. Archaeology Branch said that Poets Cove
immediately hired archaeological consultants, IR Wilson. James
states that his company has gone to a good deal of expense to
move the footprint of some resort buildings (in the swimming
pool area on the north end) away from the waterfront. He says
that excavation into hard rock formations is much more
expensive than on the shell midden. James says that he had a
very good relationship with Chiefs Vern Jacks and Alan Claxton
over the winter in planning ceremonies to be held at the site.
However according to the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group
office, in early February Vern Jacks Jr, Native observer,
discovered ‘extensive piles of freshly disturbed shell midden
dumped in the parking lot and along the forested edge of the
Hay Point Reserve to the south. About 50 truck loads of deposit
are involved. This material was excavated for an energy plant in
January of this year (2003).
On February 10, 2003 representatives from the Lyackson,
Tseycem, Tsartlip and Cowichan, and Hul’qumi’num Treaty
Group staff traveled to South Pender to view the damage. They
report that ’numerous bone, antler and stone artifacts and faunal
remain were found on top of the backfill and at least one element
of human skeletal remains, a pelvic bone, was found in the
dumped piles of midden material.’
The visiting group immediately called the RCMP who
attended the scene. Resort personnel voluntarily stopped work,
though work has since resumed on non-sensitive areas.
Bill James says that Poets Cove will pay for sifting of the
midden piles, ‘We have made some mistakes,’ he said.
However the Treaty Group has now filed their official
complaint—a conviction carries severe penalties. Spokesperson,
Robert Morales says that, ‘Civilizations are protected the world
over and there needs to be an understanding that the
destruction of this site is not only a loss for First Nations, but a
loss for our world heritage.’
Meanwhile this February, 2005, at Poet’s Cove Resort tents
and earth-sifting conveyer belts were installed and operated. 0
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‘Brown’ budget blasted by Greens

This budget is fueled by dirty energy, gambling and liquidating
BC’s forests. It’s about spending our money to try to repair the
damage they’ve done,’ says BC Green Party Leader Adriane Carr
responding to the new provincial budget.
‘Not everything is bad,’ says Adriane Carr. ‘Who can argue with
reducing taxes and health care premiums for lower income people,
and removing taxes from green technology like hybrid cars and
energy efficient heating? We also agree with paying down the debt
instead of doing what the NDP did with their surplus when they
sent everyone $100 hydro rebate cheques,’ states Carr.
‘But let’s all remember that this government created the
biggest debt in BC’s history and they’re only fixing the problems
that they and the NDP created,’ adds Carr.
‘This is a brown budget presenting a brown vision for BC.
Dirty energy, gambling and liquidating our forests all leave our
children worse off,’ states Carr.

Shipping off to Nanaimo
The BC Ferry and Marine Workers Union, who have been
headquartered in Victoria since their formation in 1977, will be
leaving the provincial capital to take up residence in the
province’s Harbour City. The decision to sell their property in
Victoria and move to Nanaimo was the unanimous verdict of the
Executive in late 2004.
‘The Nanaimo location is more central to our membership
who are homeported up and down our coast.’ said Jackie Miller,
president of the 4,600 member union. ‘We expect to be able to
be more accessible to our members and the union leaders that

‘Why do we have to spend so much money on health care?
Because we’re failing to protect water, air and food. Look at
where the Liberals are spending money: on cleaning up
contaminated mine sites, repairing damaged water supplies,
monitoring fisheries because of fish farms and trying to prevent
BSE, avian flu and more catastrophic forest fires,’ explains Carr.
‘It’s the big bandaid approach. The Liberals, like the NDP
before them, are doing nothing to prevent the problems. Instead
of spending $120 million to clean up and monitor water, they
should do what the NDP failed to do and stop logging and
mining in our drinking watersheds. Instead of ramping up
production of dirty fossil fuels, they should get going on
renewable energy like wind power. Instead of logging faster than
ever and shipping out raw logs, they should start tomorrow on
adding value to our wood products,’ concludes Carr.0

represent their respective locals.’
Miller says it is important for the union to re-group in order
to more effectively respond to the new private sector ferry
operation resulting from the Coastal Ferry Act. She says her
members are faced with globalization initiatives, cut-backs,
downsizing, and contracting out and a leaner head office at BC
Ferries. The potential for other ferry operators is also something
that concerns the Union leaders.
The move to Nanaimo will place sometime this year.0
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Do it now!

Loft-style condominiums in Old Town Victoria
Sales Centre & Display Suite
Open daily 12 noon to 5 pm (except Friday)
516 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC
Developed by The Amadon Group. Marketing & Sales by Maverick Real Estate Corporation. The developer reserves the right to make modifications to building design, specifications, features and floor plans. E&OE.
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Ecologically diverse Lost
Trail Wetlands for sale

On February 18, for sale signs went up on the Crown properties
known as the ‘Lost Trail Wetlands.’ Ed Jewer has been working
for over a year to protect these lands, located just north of
Qualicum Beach near the Little Qualicum River in an area know
as Dashwood. According to a survey completed by Ed Jewer and
Chris Walters, these lands contain 3 red-listed and 2 blue-listed
plant communities, nearly 300 old-growth trees and numerous
wetland areas. These properties also feed water into the Little
Qualicum River; a major salmon river which depends on water
discharge from wetlands.
Part of the wetlands are a community park, leased by the
Regional District of Nanaimo from the provincial government.
However, Jewer, who lives adjacent to the Lost Trail Wetlands,
is calling for the public’s help to protect the entire Lost Trail area.
According to Jewer, the Ministry of Water, Land and Air did
their own study of the area in June 2004 that suggested the area
was important and should be protected. Jewer also received a
letter from Maggie Heningman of WLAP’s Ecosystem Office
indicating that the area was ecologically important, so he was
surprised when he noticed for sale signs on the properties.
The properties (one 57-acre parcel, three 26-acre parcels and
two 24-acre parcels) are listed with Sutton Whitecap Realty Ltd
and posted on their website. Prices start at $282,700 and rise to
$572,000. A notice on the website notes that ‘These properties
are being handled by Land & Water British Columbia Inc...”
The Lost Trail Wetlands are ecologically diverse,
encompassing high dry areas down to wetlands. The area has
sensitive ecosystems, endangered plant communities, and rare
and threatened species. Numerous animal species are
dependent on this forest including Cougars, Black Bears,
Roosevelt Elk, Red-Legged Frogs, Western Screech Owls,
Northern Pygmy Owls, Vancouver Island Ermines and likely
others such as the Northern Goshawk.
For more information and suggestions for ways to take
action, see Jewer’s website at www.ltwetlands.org.0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

SHORELINE DESIGN

specializing in water
access over steep
& rugged terrain
Peter
Christenson

250-629-8386

excellent
references
fully insured
www.shorelinedesign.ca

peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

Redesigning BC democracy
Patrick Brown

BC’s Citizens Assembly has completed its work begun last
January. The Assembly, which consisted of 160 members selected
at random from the province’s 79 ridings, plus two additional expressed to the Assembly:
aboriginal representatives, issued its final report in December. The
• it gave too much power to political parties. In many ridings,
report, following 50 public hearings, 383 oral presentations 1,603 regarded as ‘safe’ seats, the real contest was for nomination by the
written submissions, sets out recommendations for a new system leading party. This was determined by a small number of party
of electing Members of the Legislative Assembly in BC. It was members, using sometimes questionable nominating meeting
tabled in the Legislature on February 17.
procedures, or even by party leaders—equally questionable. Not
The Assembly has designed a ‘made in BC’ system, BC-STV, much choice for the voters. And when nominees were elected,
British Columbia Single Transferable Vote. A referendum to party discipline required that they vote with their party, rather
decide whether the proposed
than as representatives of
system should be adopted will be
The Method of Counting Votes
their riding. Some said they
put to BC’s voters at the time of the The BC-STV procedure is designed to ‘make every vote count’. became representatives for
provincial election, May 17, 2005. It is not perfect. It considers the first choices of all voters. the Legislature to their
If the referendum passes—this Depending on the number of candidates and the vote split, it constituents, rather than the
requires 60% of the vote in 60% of considers subsequent choices for many of the voters.
other way round.
the ridings—BC-STV will come in
(1) Determine the quota of votes necessary to get elected.
•
it
encouraged
to effect with the next provincial
(2) Count everyone’s first preference vote.
polarization (the ‘them or us’
election, probably in May 2009.
(3) Did the leading candidate make the quota? If yes, go
attitude),
a
longtime
to (4) If no, go to (5).
characteristic of BC politics.
Why a New System?
(4) He is declared elected. The number of ‘surplus’ votes
This led to ‘strategic’ voting
The creation of the Citizens’
(the number he received in excess of the quota) is
(voting against the party you
Assembly arose from widespread
calculated. All his next choice votes are counted. They
dislike rather than for the
dissatisfaction
with
the
are multiplied by a fraction (his ‘surplus’ votes divided
party you would prefer),
disproportionate results of previous
by his total votes) and the resulting number of votes
which made it difficult to get
elections in BC, particularly the
are allocated to the other candidates. Then go back to
elected as the candidate for a
1996 election, which returned an
(3)
to
see
whether
the
next
candidate
has
made
the
quota.
smaller party or as an
NDP majority government despite a
(5) No candidate (other than those already elected) has
independent.
Liberal majority of the popular vote,
made the quota. So take the last candidate, remove him
• majority governments
and the 2001 election, in which
from consideration, count his next choice votes, and
led to rule by premier and
Liberals gained 77 of 79 seats in the
allocate them (at full value) to the other candidates. Then cabinet, with the legislature
legislature with only a 58% share of
go back to (3) to see whether the next candidate has
becoming a ‘rubber stamp’
the popular vote. Both these
made the quota.
(party discipline again) and
elections were held using the ‘First
past the post’ (FPTP) system, in Continue until enough candidates have been declared elected. individual back-benchers
having little say and unable to
which voters simply mark an X on
their ballot opposite their choice, and the candidate with the most represent the thoughts of their constituents. Election campaigning
tended to emphasize party leaders rather than local candidates.
votes in each riding is elected. (Each riding elects only one MLA.)
Under FPTP, the ballot was as simple as could be, and the
Clearly, the FPTP system has a tendency to produce a large
majority government no matter what proportions the popular vote results, while they might be unfair, were easy to determine. But
indicates. While this resulted in some stability for provincial clearly, BC voters wanted greater sophistication from their voting
governments, it also seemed unfair to many voters. Were their system, and fairer representation in the legislature. This requires a
more sophisticated system of electing MLAs, but at the same time,
votes ‘wasted’?
Besides the imbalance in percentages of MLAs elected one not more complicated than it had to be.
compared to percentages of the vote, British Columbians had
The Two Alternatives
plenty of other complaints about the FPTP system, which they The Assembly overwhelmingly rejected any continuation of FPTP.
They focused on two alternatives: a Mixed-Member Proportional
Amalgamating Ridings
system (MMP), as used in New Zealand, and a Single Transferable
The Southern Gulf Islands are presently part of the Saanich
Vote (STV) system, as used in Northern Ireland and parts of
North and the Islands provincial riding. In the last election,
Australia.
while the Islands voted heavily for the Green Party, the
Under MMP, each voter has two votes, one for a local member,
remainder of the riding, which included somewhat more
and one for a party. The legislature is made up of 60% locally
suburban areas, went Liberal, resulting in the election of the
elected members (from single-member ridings), and 40%
Liberal candidate. So, as in many rural ridings in BC adjacent to
members nominated by parties, with the ‘party list’ members
cities, Gulf Islanders will likely be concerned what ridings will be
allocated so that the percentage of each party’s members in the
combined with theirs to form a new multi-member riding.
legislature matches the party’s percentage of the popular vote.
The Assembly’s report is silent on this point, yet the point
Under STV, voters are required to rank all candidates (1,2,3,
is critical to providing effective local representation.
etc.) on their ballot. Each riding would have between two and
Indications are that, except in remote areas of the province,
seven MLAs, depending on geography and population density.
the new ridings will be larger rather than smaller, since this is
Voters may rank as many or as few candidates as they wish. The
felt to provide better choice for the individual voter.
STV ridings would be amalgamations of existing ridings, so the
There are thirteen ridings at present on Vancouver Island.
number of constituents per MLA would be similar to the present.
These could be combined into three or four multi-member
The Assembly resoundingly rejected the MMP approach (123
ridings. Hopefully, the Saanich North and the Islands riding
to 31), most likely out of concern that it gave too much power to the
would not be combined with Victoria’s suburban areas, but
political parties. It decided to recommend the STV method, on the
would form a mid Island group with Malahat/Juan de Fuca,
basis that it gave a greater choice to the individual voter, and that
Cowichan/Ladysmith, and possibly Nanaimo.
it would still ensure that the percentage of seats for each party in
the legislature was roughly equivalent to the party’s percentage of
the total popular vote.

North Pender Island
Local Trust Committee
www.islandstrust.bc.ca
information@islandstrust.bc.ca

NORTH PENDER ISLAND OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN (OCP) REVIEW
NOTICE OF COMMUNITY FORUM

The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee is holding a Community Forum to
encourage public participation in the review of North Pender’s Official Community Plan
(OCP). The purpose of the meeting is to provide an open forum for anyone wishing to
ask questions and make comments, suggestions or proposals on the OCP review. The
local trustees and Islands Trust staff will be at the forum to facilitate discussion and to
provide background on the Islands Trust, the community plan and recent trends.

Key background documents and maps can be viewed on-line at the Islands Trust
website (www.islandstrust.bc.ca). To obtain a copy of the current OCP (Bylaw 83),
follow the links to Island Governments / North Pender/ Bylaws/ Adopted Planning
Bylaws. To view background on the OCP review, follow the links to Island
Governments / North Pender / Current Topics. Copies of the OCP can also be obtained
from the CRD office at the Driftwood Centre or at the Islands Trust office in Victoria.
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

Voting By Ranking Candidates

Under STV, voters are required to rank all candidates (1,2,3,
etc.) on their ballot. Each riding would have between two and
seven MLAs, depending on geography and population density.
Voters may rank as many or as few candidates as they wish.

Saturday March 5, 2005
12:00 p.m – 4:00 p.m.
Pender Island Community Hall,
Main Floor

Why STV is Proportional

Under STV, successful candidates in each multi-member riding,
must obtain a set quota of votes, determined by dividing the total
number of votes cast in the riding by the number of seats plus
one seat, and adding one vote.
For example: in a two-seat riding, each winning candidate
must obtain one-third of the votes plus one vote; in a five seat
riding, each winning candidate must obtain one-sixth of the
votes plus one vote.
By this means, the number of candidates elected from each
party is proportional to the number of votes, both in the riding
and in the legislature as a whole.

Order Randomly Varied On Ballots

Parties may nominate as many candidates as they wish;
independent candidates would get equal billing. Candidates
would be shown on the ballot grouped by parties, but both the
order within the party group and the ordering of the parties
would be varied randomly on each individual ballot, so there
would be no bias from ballot layout.

Counting the Votes (see Box)

This system considers all first choice votes, and the next choice

Going Somewhere?

DEMOCRACY, please turn to facing page

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com
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Trust Council changes venue
from South to North Pender

The Islands Trust is moving its quarterly business meeting,
planned for March 9-11, to the Pender Islands Community Hall
on North Pender Island. The Executive Committee made the
decision after the previous venue, Poet’s Cove Resort on South
Pender Island, was charged with alleged violations under the
Heritage Conservation Act (see article page 1).
‘I wish to stress that the facts of the case are complicated and
unclear and that, by deciding to move, we are not taking sides or
prejudging the case,’ said David Essig, chair of the Islands Trust
Council. ‘Our Executive Committee discussed many aspects of
this issue at length and decided that it really was not appropriate
to hold our meeting there under the circumstances, particularly
since some of our First Nations colleagues have expressed their
concerns about the site.’
Essig noted that the Executive Committee had previously
invited Chief Vern Jacks of the Tseycum First Nation to attend
the March Council meeting and speak about disturbance to
archaeological sites. ‘Our staff are currently working with First
Nations to identify new ways of protecting important
archaeological sites. We are hoping to learn more about First
Nations concerns and identify possible solutions,’ said Essig.
The meeting, which starts Wednesday, March 9 at 1pm and
ends the afternoon of Friday, March 11, is open to the public.

New Guidelines for Presentations

The Islands Trust has just developed new guidelines for public
presentations to Council’s Thursday town hall session, which
starts at 1pm.
Presentations should focus on a specific issue rather than
criticism of individuals. The guidelines note that the function of
Trust Council is not to overrule the local land use decisions
made by Local Trust Committee. Speakers are limited to five
minutes, the Trust recommends the written presentation be
about three pages, single spaced in an easy-to-read type size.
If you would like to make a presentation at the town hall
session, you must receive an appointment—contact the Islands
Trust’s Victoria office.
The full presentation guidelines and the Trust Council
agenda are on the Trust website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca.0
DEMOCRACY from previous page
votes for most winning candidates and trailing candidates. It
gives everyone a fair chance to make the quota. All the winning
candidates will have made the quota.
Given similar numbers of voters per seat in each riding, the
quotas will fall in a narrow range, thus ensuring that each MLA
is elected with a similar number of votes. So the proportions of
MLAs in the legislature will reflect the proportions of the
popular vote.

Computerizing the Vote

Bulletin Board

(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: March 2, 2004
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS - $17.12 for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS

• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!

4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan
4Adjust bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29

$

.95

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

Government by Consensus

KYOTO from page 3
measure, hard to supervise and track, and are scientifically
questionable. The UNFCC has been pondering a provision that
would require that the quantity of GHG sequestered be
remeasured every five years. This merely provides continued
opportunities for error, distortion, and deception.

Commentary

Canada’s Kyoto plan should not depend on the purchase of
foreign GHG credits, or on claiming credits for forest and
agriculture GHG sequestration. It would be better if Canada and

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER LONG TERM: Bachelor
style, newly renovated insulated,
furnished cottage–$600 (inclusive).
Beautiful ocean views, 3 bedroom
+den/office. Available immediately
–$800. Beautiful views, large deck,
private entrance, bachelor suite
–$550.
Licensed
Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417

PRENATAL CLASSES
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

MON. MAR. 21, TUES
MAR. 29, & MON. APR. 4
5–7PM, FEE: $25.00,
IN BOARDROOM BEHIND
LADY MINTO HOSPITAL
Please register at the
health office, or for more
information call

250-538-4880

GETAWAYS

www.mauisuncoast.com

BC-STV, like any proportional system, is less likely than the
FPTP system to produce clear majority governments. It is not
likely to produce what the Assembly has termed ‘artificial
majority’ governments, with polarized arguments. This means
that legislative debate will matter, and that decisions will have to
represent a consensus of the Legislature rather than the will of
premier and cabinet and ‘party discipline.’ In fact the cabinet
itself may well be a coalition.
The variety of opinions expressed in the Legislature will also
reflect a variety of voter opinions, since individual MLAs, in
order to hold their seats, will have to represent a wider range of
opinion from their ridings.
To give STV a reasonable chance to function, the Assembly
has recommended that the system, if adopted by the
referendum, should be used for at least three elections before it
can be reconsidered.0

250-654-0230

HEALTH

Now comes the interesting part. The voter is presented with a
ballot which not only gives a choice between parties but also
between candidates within the parties. The voter has the
opportunity to choose which candidate he prefers within his
favourite party, and also to ‘split vote’ between parties. No
longer does a voter need to vote ‘strategically’. A #1 vote can be
marked for the candidate most preferred; the #2 vote for
whoever is next preferred and so on. Independents and smaller
parties have an fair opportunity. Voters may rank as many or as
few candidates as they wish.

More Work for Candidates

MANAGEMENT LTD.

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

MAUI
Vacation Condos

There will be no easy ride for major party candidates in ‘safe
seats’. In order to get elected, candidates will have to campaign
not only for first choice votes, but also for second and third
choice votes. This means that they will have to broaden their
appeal and consider local issues—no more riding on the coattails
of their party leader.

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

www.island-explorer.com/pender

It’s clear that in order to implement the STV system, voting will
have to be computerized. Nevertheless, it is necessary that there
be a proper audit trail, allowing for a hand recount should it
become necessary. The details of the vote counting calculation
for each riding must be published. Elections BC would continue
to supervise the elections, and the traditional roles of election
officials and scrutineers would also continue.

More Choice for Voters

FOR RENT

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608

MARINE

ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca

Aromatherapy
Massage

HOME & PROPERTY

Island
Mouldings

• architectural wood
mouldings
• custom-made
hardwood flooring
• custom-milled VG fir

Call:

250-655-9184

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937
ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada
• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.

* Therapy for the Mind,
Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Personalized Blends
* Gift Certificates Available
At the

Serenity Skyloft
629-6739

GREEN PARTY

Disillusioned with the Liberals?
Uncertain about the NDP ?
Ken Rouleau and the Green Party
is your alternative.
See why: wwwgreenpartysgi.ca

Kir e G ille tt

Licensed Gas Fitter
Journeyman Plumber
Bonded & Insured

T o a r ra ng e a
f r ee e s t i m a t e :

C a l l 2 5 0 -5 3 7 - 1 6 6 2

@saltspring.com
Email: pipefish@
Serving Pender, Mayne, Galiano &
Salt Spring Islands

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
Salt Spring Island Middle School,
on
Wednesday,
March
9,
commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome!

Specializing in…

PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C A LL D A VE W O O DE
C ONT RAC T ING :

25 0- 5 3 7- 51 11 o r
1- 8 00 - 80 4 -6 28 8

Servicing the Gulf Islands

I n the M ind’ss Eye
Mai ntenance

H an d y m an / R e n o v a t o r

• renos, repairs, maintenance
contracts available, decks built
• 20 yrs exp, references

Serving Victoria to
Nanaimo and Gulf Islands

1-250-732-4110

LANDSCAPING

Tree, stump removal, Pacific Coast
Stump Grinding Service: removal of
unwanted stumps and roots from
your landscape. Environementally
friendly, ISA Certified Arbourist,
250-652-4788

Tr evo r ’ss
Garden
Ma in t en an c e

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

250 -6 29 -33 80

FOR SALE

Onan Generator: 7500 watts,
electric start, 120/240, mounted on
self-contained trailer with two 47pound propane cylinders. Like new
condition. Pictures available by
email.$3500 obo. 604-536-6557
Pacific Hot Tub, used. White, brand
new 4-inch cover, seats 7, cedar
skirted, new digital prorammable
spa-pack. 1-year warranty, $2800.
Can deliver. 250-537-5147

LETTERS from page 8
go for nothing, or conceivably even worse than nothing.
‘It is conceivable, for instance, as an ingenious novelist has
suggested, that our researches in radioactivity might give us the
secret of atomic disintegration so as to make a cent’s worth of
rock equivalent as a source of energy to a trainload of coal—to
multiply the wealth of the world a thousand times and the result
of it to be more poverty of the many and luxury and dangerous
power on the part of the few.’
What he was saying, in short, is that there has been no
advance in human understanding to match that on the material
side. We are as barbaric as our ancestors, notwithstanding the
spectacular growth in the destructive power of modern
weaponry. About the same time, in Germany, Oswald Spengler
was to arrive at the same conclusion about cultures. When
Angell died in 1967, he realized that his quest for peace was
forlorn and that the gulf between nationalist society and
scientific progress had grown beyond a point of return.
While utilitarian science and technology advances at an
accelerating rate, each generation must learn by reliving the
experience of previous generations. America today possesses the
‘international’ oceans, the air over us, and the near-space

surrounding the earth, and has militarized them. It has yet to
gain sole possession of all weapons of mass destruction, deny
orbital overpass of the continental USA, and establish control of
the world’s food supply. In my view, this is likely to be achieved
in the next decade.
Within the same decade, DARPA will have in production
American orbiting weapon-platforms, armed with precision
weapons or WMDs, and capable of attack without warning.
There is an urgency to use new innovative weapons before an
enemy acquires them, and in a heavily overpopulated world
there are always many enemies.
It seems monstrous to kill ten million in a world war, or two
million in Korea, or two million in Vietnam, but in a world
growing at a hundred million a year, conflicts between nations
and within nations are certain to multiply.
I fear that a politicized American military establishment with
instant-strike weapons could doom the world just as, fifteen
hundred years ago, the politicized Legions of Rome, with primitive
weapons, destroyed that empire. Perhaps we should not too
quickly dismiss fundamentalist warnings of Armageddon.
Bill Willson, South Pender Island0

Canadians face up to and concentrate on the reduction of GHG’s
from fossil fuel production and use. Put simply, to reduce the
GHG’s, we must reduce the amount of fossil fuel that we use.
Obviously, we need to reduce industrial production of GHG’s
by reducing the use of coal, oil, and gas, and increasing the use
of electricity generated from renewable sources. We need more
efficient cars and trucks—more than this, a GHG-reduced
Canada would probably require a reduction in the need for
transportation of people and goods. We have, after all, built our
cities so they use prodigious amounts of fossil fuel energy.

We should look seriously at the GHG’s that result from the
extraction and processing of oil and gas. Tar sands extraction
uses 2000 cubic feet of natural gas to produce every barrel of
crude oil; add that to the emissions from subsequent refining,
transportation, and ultimate combustion, and real questions
arise, particularly if we are producing oil for export.
Really, there’s not much chance that we can hit our target,
and efforts to fudge the numbers are a waste of time. But there’s
no need to throw up our hands. Canadians should concentrate
on reducing fossil fuel use and get on with it. 0
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Fines and fundraisers
Galiano’s Debbie McKechnie may have had her
fifteen minutes of radio fame following a
February 8 visit by members of the provincial
Gaming Policy Enforcement Branch to a seniors’
bingo game at her Grand Central Emporium.
But what Debbie is really known for is her
ability to organize events—large and small.
Besides bringing in some fabulous performers
to the Grand Central Emporium at Sturdies
Bay, she has tackled some DEBBIE MCKECHNIE
big fundraisers. Many will
remember her coordination,
together with Bill Callaway,
of the successful fundraising
drive to ‘Buy the Mountain’
in April 1991. This resulted in
the Galiano Club’s purchase
of Mount Galiano for the
community; the beginning of
a series of Gulf Islands’
community efforts to secure
special pieces of land.
Photo: Helen Schnarei
Debbie, the fundraiser,
organized Galiano’s Tsunami Relief benefit art
auction, originally scheduled for January 8. It
was held with the help of the Galiano Lions at
their hall, with art and objects donated by many
Galiano artists, and proceeds going to the
Canadian Red Cross, where the amount raised
would be matched by the federal government.
They encountered only one problem–it
snowed heavily on January 8! Galianoites tend
to avoid driving and snuggle round their
woodstoves when this happens, which isn’t
often. The Island’s lightly travelled roads can be

pretty treacherous, and the Island is long and
thin, so one might have to travel quite a
distance to get to the south end.
So the event was postponed for a week to
the next Saturday, January 15. And again—
snow! Postponed again. The fundraiser was
finally held on the 22nd.
It was scheduled to start at 7pm. Twenty
minutes before: everything was set up, but
nobody had arrived. After
two postponements, this is
the sort of thing that makes
the most diehard Lion
nervous, even president Bill
Foster. But by 7pm, there
wasn’t a vacant parking
space in a quarter of a mile.
Many items, including
services donated by Galiano
merchants, were set out for a
silent auction. The liveaction auction started with
auctioneer Bill Jones. Debbie
herself took over after a while. Some pieces sold
for thousands. Overall, the affair raised about
$35,000; matched by the federal government,
that meant $70,000 for the Red Cross. Pretty
good for a small Island in midwinter.
By the way, Debbie doesn’t get any of the
proceeds from the bingo in her store; she
describes it as the community’s midwinter
entertainment and was astonished to find she
needed a license. The Gaming Enforcement
people fined her $289. (For everything else
there’s VISA?)0

Service Notice
Galiano Island
Temporary Service Schedule
February 19 - March 10, 2005
As part of the Sturdies Bay dock replacement
project, a temporary service schedule combining
water taxi, shuttle bus and regular ferry travel
will be in effect from Saturday, February 19 to
Thursday, March 10.
The water taxi will operate between Sturdies Bay
government dock and Miner’s Bay dock on
Mayne Island. The shuttle bus will operate
between Miner's Bay and Village Bay ferry
terminal. Both the water taxi and shuttle bus
will make an extra round trip if required.
Regular ferry service between Mayne Island and
Swartz Bay and Tsawwassen will be in effect
during this time.
Free parking is available at both Tsawwassen and
Swartz Bay terminals for Galiano Island customers.
Updated Galiano Island service information is
available 24 hours a day on the BC Ferries
website at www.bcferries.com, or by calling
toll free to 1-888-BC FERRY between
7:00 am and 10:00 pm.
You may also contact:
Sturdies Bay Terminal, (250) 539-2622 or
Steve Nussbaum, Manager Terminal Operations
Inter-Island Services (South)
(250) 653-4245

Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

W

White Star leaves Saturna ~ Priscilla Ewbank

h ite Star has a new residence and a
new owner. In December, Kim
Darwin took the boat on a trailer
from Saturna to Mayne Island. Kim had seen
and admired the White Star, with Jon Guy at
the helm, travelling the waterways to deliver
Haggis Farm Bakery goods in the mid-eighties
to mid-nineties. Locally known as the ‘bread
boat’ or ‘bread box’, the bright yellow and green
wooden boat, with a defining diesel ‘chug
chug’ was a familiar sight.
On weekly bread delivery runs to Pender,
Mayne and Galiano stores, Jon and White Star
were often accompanied by people, sick dogs
and cats and other items that could not wait
upon the ferry schedule— if there was one.
White Star and Jon learned a lot together—
Jon had never owned a boat before or had any
experience on the water. The tide chart was
Jon’s friend and he learned how to navigate the
edges of almost always actively flowing Active
Pass to get the 19-foot boat, with its 1-cylinder,
4-stroke Farymann diesel engine, through to
Sturdies Bay, Galiano Island.
Slow and reliable is White Star. Local
mariner Alfred Reynolds figures the White Star
‘will go tops about 5 knots or 6 on a good day
but it will do it all day on a cupful of fuel.’
Alfred, Kim and Jon believe that the White Star
was built about 1935, as a pleasure craft, in this
part of the world—her planking is all west coast
red cedar.
It was 1985 when Jon bought the boat from
Alfred’s brother Harry who lived at Hope Bay
and had fancied making her into a crab boat.
Harry had put on the cabin and raised the
foredeck. Harry had bought her from Heath
Graham on Mayne Island who also thought of
her as a crab boat. Heath had purchased her in

Vancouver in about 1977.
At the time Jon bought her, Lulu
Fehrenbach, a French world sailor and artist,
and his wife Beatrice had come to Saturna,
from France on their way to Japan in the 59foot wooden North Sea trawler, Le Angelus.
Lulu worked and directed Jon in doing
extensive repairs to the ribs and planking,
which was quite a feat as Jon spoke no French,
German or Spanish and Lulu spoke very little
English. Lulu made repair tools on a forge that
he had created if he and Jon didn’t have what
he deemed necessary to get the job done. The
refit was done when Lulu free-handed the
finishing touches, painting the name and
homeport on the stern of the boat.
Now, Kim Darwin, musician and wooden
boat enthusiast, who has built about five
wooden boats, is thrilled to have White Star.
He and his wife plan to make a few additions
and repairs and use her for pleasure, to deliver
injured wild animals to the Salt Spring shelter
and to take her camping. He will definitely keep
the name White Star.
Last year Mayne Island had their first
‘Wooden Boat Show.’ Another five ‘hardcore
boat nuts’ besides Kim tied their boats up at a
Mayne wharf for people to view and ‘talk boats.’
Pacific Yachting covered the event, the
smallest wooden boat show on earth, and the
article will appear in their February issue. Kim
says the White Star will be in the soon-to-beannual event this summer.
White Star served our purposes well. Jon
and I are very happy at the prospect of the
‘Bread Boat’ bringing pleasure and satisfaction
to another skilled, adventurous Islander and
we look forward to seeing her chug along the
Gulf Island waterways.0
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The Haven B&B
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In Peaceful Victoria

visitors a

Quiet location, close to
university + hosptial.
Organic breakfasts.
Ensuite. $40-$60

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:

250-598-7015
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a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.
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1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
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SOUND PASSAGE ADVENTURES INC.
Pender Island, BC

250-629-3920 or
1-877-629-3930
Toll-free in North America

www.soundpassageadventures.com

Whale Watching / Eco-Tours, Winery Tours • Scuba Diving
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Corporate Retreats • Water Transportation / Island Hopping
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