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Salt Spring Island swan at Fulford Harbour struts its stuff.

INFORMATION SESSION:  Thursday, March 3
Salt Spring Island Library, 129 McPhillips Ave  //  3:00–5:00pm

Empowering education for girls from JK to Grade 12 (Boarding Grades 7–12)
 WWW.STMARG.CA  |  VICTORIA, BC

Much has been said and written about Lyme disease in recent
years, and, with the passage of legislation to develop a national
strategy, public interest in Lyme continues to grow.

But just how serious is the risk to human health? There is
conflicting information and much depends on to whom you
talk.

The BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) indicates ‘there
is a real but low risk of contracting this tick-borne illness
in BC’, while the federal Public Health Agency
believes Lyme is ‘one of the most rapidly emerging
infectious diseases in North America’.

BCCDC statistics show an infection rate in
British Columbia of less than 0.5 cases per
100,000 population (12 cases in 2014). The
federal government, meanwhile, reports a
nation-wide infection rate that is much greater—
about two cases per 100,000 population (707 cases
in 2015). The higher national rate can be largely
explained by the fact that ticks in central and eastern Canada
are far more likely to carry the pathogen than those out west.

Jim Wilson, president of the Canadian Lyme Disease
Foundation (CanLyme), disputes the official numbers. He says
the true national figure is closer to 10,000 per year. He cites
estimates from the Public Health Agency (over 10,000 per year
by the 2020s) as well as a study from the American CDC
suggesting the true number of Lyme cases is ten times higher
than the number of reported cases.

Wilson blames the ‘huge discrepancy’ on ‘a combination of
errors’. He says there are multiple strains of the bacteria that
causes Lyme Disease, but that tests currently available screen
for only one. This means there are frequent false negatives and

many sick people going without proper treatment. ‘Doctors are
told Lyme disease is rare and that testing technology is cutting
edge,’ he contends. ‘Both of these premises are false. The only
thing rare is a correct diagnosis.’

According to Wilson, there is also great confusion when it
comes to recognizing symptoms of the disease. Physicians, he
argues, have been taught ‘a nice rash’ appears in 80% of cases

even though that ‘is absolutely not the case’. He says
the most current research shows only a small

subset of Lyme bacteria causes rashes and, of
those that do, only 9% produce the famous
bull’s-eye rash.

Wilson feels the education of doctors
about the disease is ‘terrible’. He believes
physicians need to unlearn wrong

information and be re-educated, and that the
focus now should be on ‘medical

infrastructure’—everything from doctor training
and improved testing to better treatment options,

especially for those who are chronically ill.
Nor does the CanLyme president trust government maps

showing areas of risk: ‘The maps are misleading as they do not
reflect that Lyme is being spread randomly by migratory birds.
The birds act as an airline for ticks and this means the disease
is now all across the country.’

Eleni Galanis, a physician epidemiologist with the BCCDC,
says the agency's testing protocol, which continues to improve,
produces ‘very few’ false positives and negatives. She
acknowledges ‘a certain level’ of under-reporting (and possible
over-reporting), but is concerned some people are turning to
for-profit laboratories that misdiagnose more than half of non-

Budget 2016Report Card
Gary Holman, MLA
After a divisive Throne Speech that described the hundreds of
thousands of citizens opposing the Liberal government’s
agenda as ‘the forces of no’ and ‘quitters’, BCers are presented
with Budget 2016. 

Finance Minister Michael de Jong compared the favourable
reaction to his budget by bond rating agencies—the same folks
that rated toxic US bank debt at ‘Triple A’—as getting a good
report card. This is an interesting analogy given the Liberal
legacy of hundreds of shuttered schools, while class sizes and
the number of unassisted special needs children are growing
rapidly. I wonder what grade our teachers would give this
government on education?  

The 2016 provincial budget does take some very modest
steps in a pre-election year on a few issues raised by the
Opposition—the inequity of regressive MSP premiums, the lack
of affordable housing, and cuts to services to children in
government care. But this budget cannot paper over the
consequences of 15 years of cuts and austerity for our most
vulnerable citizens and huge increases in regressive fees of all
kinds, while rich and powerful political donors to the BCLiberal
party are rewarded by tax breaks, privatization, and
environmental de-regulation. 

The economy is growing in southwest BC, but many
businesses and citizens are struggling in rural areas, including
the Gulf Islands, crippled by ferry fare increases.

The consequences of Liberal government policy choices
include the highest inequality levels and child poverty rate In
Canada, the highest foodbank use and number of homeless in
BC’s history, wage-growth that is second lowest and private job
growth that is fourth lowest of the all the provinces, the highest
student and overall consumer debt loads, and the lowest
education funding per student.  

Budgets are being ‘balanced’ by the Liberals on the basis of
billions in BCHydro, ferry, tuition, MSP, ICBC and Pharmacare
fee increases, that hurt lower and middle income families the
most. The Liberal government has also imposed funding cuts
and regulatory changes that have stripped resource
management capacity in BC and left us with a self-regulated,
‘professional reliance’ model, resulting in fiascos like the Mount
Polley tailings dam breach and the toxic waste dump in the
Shawnigan Lake drinking watershed.

There is a growing disconnect between the everyday reality
of British Columbians and the pronouncements of our ‘photo-
op’ Premier. 

You will remember promises of ‘debt free BC’ in the 2013
election, but she is actually increasing debt at a record pace. She
has also committed $9 billion to a Site C dam that we don’t need
and that destroys thousands of hectares of farm land and First
Nations traditional territory. Budget 2016 takes such bizarre
pronouncements to an absurd level, by establishing a $100
million so-called ‘LNG prosperity fund’ essentially financed, not
by a non-existent LNG industry, but by another 4% increase in
MSP premiums.  

My report card comment for this Liberal budget? ‘Christy
needs to pay more attention in class, stop her bullying, and get
an arithmetic tutor.’ 0

Lyme Disease–The Risk Debate - Frants Attorp

‘ If Lyme is
caught early, there is a

relatively simple solution,
but once that window of

opportunity closes, things
can get really
complicated. ’

infected people as having Lyme disease. ‘This may prevent
people from obtaining an accurate diagnosis and treatment for
their illness,’ she explains.

In response to the rash controversy, she states that BCCDC
information is supported by medical literature as recent as
2015. One such study found a rash is present in the vast
majority of Lyme cases, with most being ‘uniformly red’ rather
than of the classical bull's-eye appearance.
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B.C.’s leading professionals on the 
Disability Tax Credit, with a 99.5% success rate

For People With Chronic Medical Conditions 
(several categories)

Teresa Young DISABILITY TAX CREDIT SPECIALIST
Northern / Southern Gulf Islands, 

Sidney and Saanich Regions

Members of the BBB, B.C. Seniors Living Association and Royal Canadian Legion

FREE eligibility assessments available
(by appointment). Disability Tax credits
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Age/whether working or not are not 
determining factors for the tax credit.

For more info please contact Teresa: 
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Capital Regional District

Notice of Public Open House 
Magic Lake Estates Wastewater 
Infrastructure Projects
The Capital Regional District (CRD) is working with the 
Magic Lake Estates Water and Sewer Local Services 
Committee (MLE Committee) in preparing a new phased 
plan to address the issues facing the aging and failing 
wastewater infrastructure in the Magic Lake Estates Sewer 
Service Area. 
The first phase of the plan addresses the highest priority 
items and requires borrowing up to $1,530,000.
The CRD and MLE Committee invite all residents within the 
MLE Sewer Service Area to an Open House to obtain more 
information and ask questions about the phase 1 projects 
and Alternative Approval Process.

Date:  Saturday, February 27, 2016
Time:  11am to 3pm 
Location:   St. Peter’s Anglican Church, 4703 Canal Road, 

Pender Island

If you are unable to attend the open house or would like 
to receive updates, please visit the project website at  
www.crd.bc.ca/magiclake-sewer. 

For more information, please contact:
Malcolm Cowley, P. Eng. 
Manager, Wastewater Engineering and Planning
Tel: 250.360.3066  Mobile: 250.812.7773
Email: mcowley@crd.bc.ca

When Will We Ever Learn?
I am reminded of the words of a song from the ’60s, ‘Where
have all the flowers gone?’ with its refrain, ‘When will we ever
learn, When will we ever learn.’ This pretty much describes the
situation at Shawnigan Lake.  

A couple of years ago we moved here from the Fanny Bay
area, where, for more than five years, a group of couragous
residents dealt with the threat of a coalmine uphill from a local
drinking water source and the world-famous Fanny Bay
Oysters. Fortunately, the proponent, Compliance Coal, pulled
their application. No thanks to the provincial government but
mostly due to public outcry. The threat could return at any time.
There is virtually no protection of drinking water in BC.  

This flagrant disregard for protection of drinking water must
change. It must not be continually left up to concerned citizens
groups to do what is fundamentally the responsibility of
governments. 

It is not as though protection is some kind of  ‘rocket science’.
It is not. Any grade three student can assure you that ‘water runs
downhill’—and that it is a good solvent and emulsifier. What
are mud pies made of? So why on earth would we allow toxic
waste material to be dumped up-stream from a drinking water
source? It is completely ridiculous. 

Come on folks, let’s all do our part. Persuade the government
to pull South Island Aggregates’s permit and stop further
dumping before something really bad happens. 

Terry Avery, Mill Bay
Demise of Newspapers

Dear Editor:
It has been dismaying lately to hear about some newspapers
going out of business, cutting staff, changing to just being on-
line, etc.

I hear some people say that they get all their news on-line.
As a person in a minority group (I choose not to use a
computer), it would be very upsetting to lose newspapers. For
myself, it is much more desirable to hold something in my
hands and turn pages than to sit in front of a computer screen.
(This goes for books, as well). My partner and I also like to do
the Saturday Globe and Mail crossword puzzles--actually
writing with a pencil.

A few years ago, there was talk about books becoming
obsolete. Many independent bookstores have closed. I have
heard lately that books are making a comeback. I am so grateful

that we still have bookstores and a library here. 
Hopefully, newspapers will continue to be a viable source of

communication as well. I also wonder if anyone has thought
about what we would use to start fires in our woodstoves and
firesplaces if newspapers didn't exist.

Corrie Hope Furst, Salt Spring Island
Site C Dam and Farmland

The following letter was sent to BC Premier Christy Clark.
Dear Premier Clark:
I recently received a newspaper article from a northern friend
regarding a prize winning crop of canola that was grown on
lands that will be lost to the Site C Dam.

In the Alberta/BC Peace River Zone, Dekalb Seed awarded
the Meek family for the yield of 57.3 bushels per acre, noted as
'not bad for a drought year’. ‘Where they (the seed company)
took their measurements, where we won, that will all be
underwater. The rest of the field is within the impact zone. I
would imagine what is not underwater would eventually slough
in,’ reported Colin Meek.

Why are we pursuing this land killing, expensive
megaproject in the face of global warming, California droughts,
a growing population and an extremely limited supply of
farmland in our province? Whom does it serve? 

For our population, we can achieve a significant saving in
power through conservation and the building of green energy
infrastructures. Solar arrays are blooming all over the Gulf
Islands and Vancouver Island. Even without the help of the
government and with the difficulty and expense of harmonizing
these projects with BCHydro where connection to the grid fees
are punitive ($900 in BC vs. $25 in Alberta and $50 in Ontario)
individuals and communities are shaming our politicians by
embracing the future with their projects.

Premier Clark, this project is not for ‘the people’, it is for the
LNG boondoogle that is being promised to BC citizens, which
will ensure further climate damage. Our fresh water will be
polluted  from the fracking process, our lands will be threatened
by pipelines, and our farmland, which makes this all possible,
will be lost forever.

Please think again of other ways to create jobs and wealth
for British Columbians  The answers are out there but you must
be bold and initiate a new economy.

Thank you for hearing my concerns.
Elizabeth Latta, Galiano Island 0

The deal reached in Alberta to limit greenhouse gas
emissions from the oil and gas industry has resulted in
considerable fallout.

First of all there is opposition to the deal from energy
companies who were not involved in the negotiations. This has
been described as pitting the tarsands producers against the
conventional oil producers, and the tarsands mining companies
against the ‘in-situ’ producers. The negotiating companies were
Canadian Natural Resources Ltd, Suncor Energy Inc, Shell
Canada, and Cenovus Energy Inc. Not involved were Imperial
Oil Ltd, MEG Energy Corp, and others.

Since any emissions cap is going to limit
production, the argument is about who gets how
much of the potential growth in production? The
proposed increase in GHG emissions is
estimated at from 70mt now to 100mt by 2030.
This could allow an increase of as much as a
million barrels a day from the tar sands.

Are The New Pipelines
Needed?

However, the second question arises from production forecasts
from the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP),
which has aggregated the high and low production plans made
by the industry. Analyst Barry Saxifrage has compared the
numbers with present and proposed pipeline capacity.

CAPPs high forecast, slightly less than 8 million barrels daily,
appears to require the shipping capacity of: 

• the Keystone XL pipeline (recently turned down by US
President Obama) plus 

• Trans Canada’s Energy East (which faces considerable
opposition in eastern Canada) plus

• Trans Mountain’s Expansion (which is still under
consideration under the NEB’s new rules), plus Northern
Gateway (essentially blocked by Prime Minister Trudeau’s
commitment to a tanker moratorium on the north BC coast) .

However, CAPP’s low forecast, slightly less than 5 million
barrels daily, appears to be satisfied by the capacity of existing
pipelines. CAPP’s slow-growth forecast includes all of western
Canada’s conventional oil, all current tarsands projects, and all
tarsands projects under construction, which will presumably be
completed.
How Credible Is The ‘Slow-Growth’

Forecast?
Saxifrage points out that the industry’s plans were made in early
2015, when oil was still over $60 per barrel, and any limitations
of production to meet GHG targets were not being considered.

Things are different now.
The world price of oil hovers around the $30 mark, and the

advantageous differential between the North American price
and the world price has disappeared. Any difference between
the price obtained for dilbit and the price of conventional oil is
now down to the additional cost of refining the heavier bitumen
crude.

These low prices are the result of a glut of oil put on the
market by Saudi Arabia in an effort to retain market share and
drive out high-cost producers, such as fracking and tarsands.
This already has its effects in the form of bankruptcy of
companies primarily involved in fracking in the US.

In the past, Saudi Arabia limited its production in
order to create some degree of scarcity to keep oil

prices high. This is no longer the case. With low
prices, the national treasuries of Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Russia, and some other large
producers, depend on oil sales proceeds to
pay for government operations. So, larger

quantities must continue to be produced.
Around the world, many apparent oil

reserves are in fact too expensive to produce. A
recent paper in Nature estimated this at a third of oil

reserves and half of gas reserves. Besides a substantial part of
Alberta’s undeveloped tarsands, this includes many reserves to
be developed by fracking, offshore oilfields, Arctic locations, etc.

These reserves fit the financial definition of ‘stranded assets’:
assets which cannot be  profitably developed.

An Uncertain Future
In summary, the extent to which Alberta’s tarsands bitumen
can be marketed is not clear, given what appears to be a
prolonged deliberate oil glut and price war. The extent to which
it can be produced is also uncertain, given limitations imposed
by both GHG targets and lower available prices. The return on
investment available from newly built or renovated pipelines is
no longer as certain as it used to be, since the edge of profitability
depends to a great degree on running them at capacity.

Partly as a result of this, the available capital for both
tarsands development and pipeline building is substantially
reduced. Past assumptions of predictable growth no longer
apply. Alberta’s oil industry GHG limits, inadequate though
they may be to meet Canadian targets to restrain global climate
change, are now a major limitation. 

The game has changed.  0

‘The return on
investment available
from newly built or

renovated pipelines is no
longer as certain as it

used to be… ’

Oil scene changing: Alberta climate deal and price war
Patrick Brown

Whoops!
There was a decimal point typo in our last print edition, in the
article about the Trans Pacific Partnership. 

The size of Canada’s claim under NAFTA’s Chapter 11 for
the US’s rejection of the Keystone Pipeline is $15 billion not
$1.5 billion. 
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Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo 
Consulting

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Done Right - Safely
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for

exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

Besley
Design & Build
3D Computer Design
Permit Plans
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors

25 years experience
Licensed & Insured

Call Ron for free estimate
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rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885  

MEET ING
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). Regular meetings of the Board of
School Trustees will be held on Wednesday, March 9, 2016 at Fernwood
School on Salt Spring Island.  Meeting commencing at 1pm.  Public
Welcome! Agenda: http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–board-meetings.

• WATERWELLS

• DRILLING FORGEOSOURCE, 
GEOTECH& ENVIRONMENTAL

• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

An Island Family Business 
For 50 Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

NEXT DEADLINE: MAR 2

FOR SALE
Hornby Island business opportunity. Well
established BC Gulf Island cafe. Seasonal
with growth potential. Details
www.BusinessSellCanada.com/62210002.htm
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One of the last things anyone would
ever imagine the BC government
doing is adopting an old NDP

program, but that’s exactly what Energy and
Mines Minister Bill Bennett did this month
when he announced a five-year, $300 million
electricity bill deferment plan for 13 BC mines
owned by six companies.

Never mind that public utility BCHydro is
grappling with its own deferral problems to the
tune of $5 billion.

Make no mistake, there’s a price to pay
when BCHydro becomes a political arm of
government. The intersection of self-interests
gets complicated, and the interests of taxpayers
can take a backseat to political interests.

Three of the six companies in Bennett’s deal
were highlighted in a December Financial Post
article, ‘Debt risks mount as Canada’s base
metal miners sink deep in the hole.’

One could argue that the headline alone
justifies Bennett’s move, except there’s no
guarantee—other than a hope and a prayer—
that BCHydro will be repaid.

The issue of what happens if metal prices
don’t rebound wasn’t addressed in Bennett’s
news release.

Consider the ‘dire financial position’ of one
of the companies: Colorado-based Thompson
Creek Metals. Last year, Deutsche Bank analyst
Jorge Beristain said the company is ‘quickly
approaching an end-game’ with debts of $832
million U.S. 

According to the Financial Post, Teck

Resources ‘has more than US$3.5 billion of
debt coming due between 2017 and 2023 and
lost its investment-grade credit rating last year.’

Taseko Mines, ‘has more than $260 million
of senior notes coming due in 2019, while a
US$30 million secured loan matures this May.’
It seems like only yesterday that the company
sent Bennett off to lobby Ottawa on its behalf.
In January 2014, Bennett spent a day on
Parliament Hill meeting with Natural
Resources minister Joe Oliver and Industry
minister James Moore to make Taseko’s case
for its controversial New Prosperity copper and
gold project. By then copper prices had already
fallen 27.5% off their 2011 high. Taseko is also
in the midst of a messy proxy fight with
Chicago-based Raging River Capital over $26
million in management fees Taseko has paid
Hunter Dickinson Inc. Taseko and Hunter
Dickinson share three directors in common.

Imperial Metals owns three of the 13 mines
in Bennett’s deal, including Mount Polley, Red
Chris and Huckleberry. In 2004, the
government quietly forgave $3 million in
liabilities owed it by Huckleberry Mine.
Imperial Metals’s controlling shareholder—
Murray Edwards—has a net worth of $2.69
billion. 

Tit For Tat
The BCLiberal party has also done well by
them. From 2005 to 2014, the six companies
donated $2.8 million to BCLiberals. Key
executives kicked-in another $380,000.
(Three of the six companies donated $97,010
to the NDP, $75,300 of it in 2013.)

Private Power Producers
BC Hydro’s contractual obligations with
private power producers have ballooned from
$22.25 billion in 2009 for ‘2010 and beyond’
to $56.2 billion for ‘2016 and beyond.’
Donations Before And After
In a 2008 call for independent power projects,
75 proponents registered with BCHydro.
Forty-three submitted proposals and, in 2010,
BCHydro signed purchase agreements with 18
of the proponents.

From July 1, 2008 to September 30, 2010—
when BCHydro was making its decisions—14
proponents donated $268,461 to the
BCLiberals. (One donated $1,000 to the NDP.)

Ten of the 14 signed purchase agreements
with BCHydro. One, who wasn’t signed, never
donated again.

Their before and after donations are
interesting too. For the 10 successful
proponents, their donations more than
doubled from $112,801 (January 2005 to June
2008) to $229,471.

After the deals were done, they settled back
again. Seven donated $112,345 to the Liberals
and five gave $16,225 to the NDP (2010 to
2014).

In 2008, the Mining Association of BC
received a $295,188 grant from the Northern
Development Initiative Trust (NDIT) to make
the business case for the Northwest
Transmission Line.

In turn, the association hired Australia-
based Macquarie Bank to ‘determine the
threshold of economic activity that would be
required to make the construction of the (line)
an economically viable infrastructure project.’

NDIT’s Highway 37 Power Line Coalition
has 22 private sector partners. Excluding the
six companies in Bennett’s deferral program,
independent power producers and those
identified by BCHydro as ‘potential future
mines’ for the transmission line, three trade
associations and ten of the companies donated
$962,220 to the Liberals and $10,320 to the
NDP. Macquarie has donated $17,050 to the
Liberals.

The $404 million transmission line
overshot its budget by more than $300 million,
with a final price tag of $716 million. But who
counts bills among friends?

Connecting To The
Transmission Line

There are the nine ‘potential future mines’ that
BCHydro hopes will one day connect to the
line. With the downturn in metal prices,
BCHydro shouldn’t hold its breath in
anticipation. The nine companies behind the
potential mines have donated $1 million to the
BCLiberals and $18,050 to the NDP ($10,000
of it from Copper Fox in 2013).

And at the same time the government was
imposing hydro rate increases on schools and
hospitals. In 2014, Bennett announced a $100
million BCHydro initiative for pulp and paper
producers to ‘support investments in more
energy efficient equipment’.

Adding it all up: more than $9.8 million in
donations from interested parties to the
Liberals and $417,185 to the NDP, not
including their 2015 donations. Tidy haul.

Guess Who Gets Saddled
With The Bill?

Including operating and capital development
agreements that have tripled to $3.3 billion
since 2010, BCHydro’s contractual obligations
now stand at $59.7 billion, not including their
debt which has grown from $6.8 billion in
2004 to $16.7 billion last year. They’ve had to
borrow $3.2 billion just to turn around and give
it to the BC government as so-called dividends.
Not The Same In Quebec

Meanwhile, Hydro-Quebec cut a dividend
cheque of $2.5 billion for the Quebec
government in 2014. They didn’t have to
borrow money to cover the cheque and still had
$700 million in profits left over.

In 2014, Hydro-Quebec’s rates were nearly
2¢/kWh lower than BC. From 2007 to 2015, its
cumulative rate increase was 17.1%. In BC it
was 63.2%.

Total donations from all of Hydro-Quebec’s
suppliers and contractors to the Parti
Quebecois and the Quebec Liberal party in the
last 30-years? Zero.

Quebec bans corporate and union
donations. The maximum any Quebec resident
can give to a political party is $100 annually.
Dermod Travis is executive director of
IntegrityBC, a watchdog NGO. 0

All Types of Residential 
& Commercial

VINCE SMYTHE
250-213-6316

Quality Workmanship
Reliable Service
Free Estimates

info@smytheroofing.com

How to ruin a public utility - Dermod Travis

In early February, I joined the enormous
flow of Canadians, Italians Quebecers,
German, Americans, and headed south to

heat and warm water—and a break from
winter. The Supreme Matriarch of our
extended Family Clan, turned 80 in February
and her heart’s desire was to have us all
together, in Mexico. So eleven of us went to a
small, all-inclusive hotel close to Belize in
Quintana Roo on the Yucatan Peninsula.

I think in the heart of every woman who has
raised her own family, and is a member of an
extended family, is the fantasy to just once be
with their family for longer than mealtimes and
to have to prepare and plan no meals and wash
no dishes! (And this fantasy includes not
feeding pets or chickens either!) 

For eight days it was a marvel. The kids ate
variations of ‘kid food’ augmented by do-or-die
directives from their parents while the adults
grazed and reveled in the variety and goodness
of tropical fare. Yes! Splendid guacamole and
Mexican fare at three meals a day; and papaya,
pineapple and watermelon for me! I was in hog
heaven!  

So this is leisure, in the midst of a warm and
welcoming Mexican culture and society, velvet
starry nights, and water to swim in whenever
you want. In Mexico, the hotel beachfront
offered unparalleled snorkeling with every
imaginable variety of fish and four kinds of sea
turtles on and around the coral reefs. 

Green sea turtles grazing grassy underwater
meadows that grow in the calm of coral bays,
are wonderful to see two feet from your mask.
Mexico prizes these underwater beds as much
as we do our eel grass beds and for the same
reasons. Sea grass meadows are among the
most threatened ecosystems on earth and rank
among the most intense carbon sinks on the
planet.

While there, I thought of the reversed flow
in summer for us; we host those who can and
chose to come to the Gulf Islands for leisure
and to see what this gorgeous piece of the earth
has to offer in contrast to their own lives. On
Saturna, we offer the brilliant and vital
intertidal viewing and, around Saturna, nine
kinds of sea mammals to see and—if you make

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

SATURNA please turn to page 7
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Award Winning Designs at
Prices You CAN Afford!

• Competitive Pricing

• Built Green Certi� ed

• Flexible Build Options

• 40 Years in Business

STARTING AT

$74 SQ. FT.

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

www.vanislewater.com stem Experts The Water Sy
Since 1972

• Easy to install
• Easy to service
• Easy on your wallet

UV Treatment
Mini Racks

Available through qualified 
dealers on your island!
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BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
Roasting Fancy Coffee
for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

Moon DatesNew: March 8
Full: March 23

Galanis also defends BCCDC maps. She says they are based
on recent data and show a close match between human cases
of Lyme and ‘areas with suitable ecological conditions’ for the
ticks. ‘The prevalence [of Lyme] in ticks and the incidence in
humans have remained low and stable in the last two decades
in BC,’ she asserts, emphasizing that less than 1% of ticks in BC
are infected by the Lyme bacteria. She adds that the BCCDC has
conducted tick testing on birds in the past but found ‘little
additional value’.

Reuben Kaufman, a retired university professor who has
spent his entire career studying ticks and now continues his
research on Salt Spring Island, says he cannot comment on the
accuracy of government maps, but does weigh in on the bird
issue: ‘It is indeed very likely that birds are the main distributor
over long distances. They almost undoubtedly account for Lyme

spreading widely.’
Although Kaufman would welcome better data regarding

the spread of ticks, he does not see that as a priority. ‘The main
problem is to get more reliable diagnostics with fewer false
positives and negatives,’ he says. ‘That is where more dollars
should be spent. If Lyme is caught early, there is a relatively
simple solution, but once that window of opportunity closes,
things can get really complicated.’

His local research, which has turned up more than 900 ticks
in the past four years, shows that winter is high season for the
arachnids. But that is not preventing him from exploring the
beautiful countryside of Salt Spring Island. He recommends
everyone check the websites of CanLyme and the BCCDC for
practical information on how to reduce the risk of tick bites.  0

Arvid Will be Missed - Donald McLennan
Salt Spring’s ArtSpring has lost a
friend and supporter, and the Salt
Spring community has lost a
treasure. Arvid Chalmers was one
of the driving forces and founding
members who helped turn the
vision of a community arts centre
into reality, and his sudden death
on January 28 while performing
in Mexico comes as a shock to all
of us.

As we all know, Arvid brought laughter and entertainment
to Salt Spring, going back to the early days in the Hysterical
Society, the kilt-wearing Scottish ferry worker Maggie
MacCaffrey, the sleazy realtor Milt Bottomly, and of course as
one of The Geezers, beside his long-time comedy partner Sid
Filkow. He also loved music and performed enthusiastically,
and it is consoling that he died doing something that he so
enjoyed.

Arvid was generous with his time at ArtSpring, serving in
recent years as the gifted auctioneer in Island Arts Centre
Society’s Treasure Fair. We also know how passionate Arvid
was about children and young adults as he continued to make
suggestions about how to make ArtSpring a better place for all
of us.

Our condolences go out to his family and his many friends.
His loss will be felt across the islands.

Salt Spring Scrabble Fundraiser Coming!
For nine years Salt Spring’s Grand(m)others to Grandmothers
Group, in support of the Stephen Lewis Foundation, has been
holding a Scrabble Fundraiser to help turn the tide of
HIV/AIDS in Africa. 

The March tournament takes place over a week and is for
both recreational and competitive Scrabble players—you can
play a little or a lot. There are several ways particpants can play
and donate—get pledges, pay to play, or donate online at Salt
Spring Scrabble for Africa at
www.grandmotherscampaignpledges.ca. See more details in
What’s On? page 5.

Since 2009, Salt Spring community has helped the
Grand(m)others raise over $113,000 to support the needs of
African grandmothers and the orphaned children in their care.
In 15 sub-Saharan countries, over 300 projects funded by the
200 plus groups of the Grandmothers to Grandmothers
Campaign provides funds for food, school fees and uniforms,
income generating projects, counselling and social support, and
rebuilding their communities.  

While strides have been made in combatting HIV/AIDS,
with 1.5 million new cases reported in 2013 AIDS is still a global
pandemic. In Africa, 25 million have HIV with only one third
receiving treatment and over 15 million children have lost one
or both parents to AIDS.  

By the way, Salt Spring Grand(m)others to Grandmothers
always welcomes new members of whatever gender, which
explains those brackets! Call 250-537-0675, or 250-537-0284.

Ship Noise Gets Louder
Ship noise affects whales in Haro Strait, says a two-year US
study. It concluded that noise from ships in Haro Strait
interfered with communication and echolocation for killer
whales, humpbacks, gray whales, and right whales.

While it has been known for years that ships produce low-
frequency underwater sounds that affect baleen whales, the
study set out to identify whether ships produce higher fequency
sounds, affecting toothed whales, such as orcas, and also
dolphins and porpoises.

The study used underwater microphones to take 3,000 noise
measurements as 1,600 individual ships passed through the
Washington side of Haro Strait.

It found that low frequency sound had increased almost ten-
fold since the 1960s. But it also found that ships also produced
louder background noise at high frequencies, such as 20,000
Hz, which is where orcas communicate.

The study found that container ships make the most noise,
and military vessels the least (but many of them use noise-

suppression technology). And a three knot speed reduction can
cut the noise in half.

The study was prepared by Scott Veirs (Beam Reach Marine
Science and Sustainability School, Seattle), Val Veirs (Colorado
College Physics Department), and Jason Wood (SMRU
Consulting, Friday Harbour, Washington).

Mike Yip Teaches Photography
Readers will not have failed to notice Mike Yip’s eye-catching
bird photos in Island Tides. If you ever wished you could take
photos like that, you may have an opportunity to learn how. Yip
will teach a beginners bird photography workshop on Galiano
during this year’s Active Pass Festival in April
(festivalactivepass.com).

Yip, who has authored and published five photography
books including the best seller, Vancouver Island Birds,
Volume 1, says that there seems to be a bald eagle on every tree
around the Salish Sea during the winter. The aerodynamic one
pictured below was caught in the lens two weeks ago at French

Creek while a boat was unloading its catch of hake. 
Photo Winner

Payton Braun is a Saanichton youngster who is already well on
the way to being a photo wizard. He was winner of Canadian
Geographic Magazine’s ‘Show Us Your Canada’ photo contest.
MLA Gary Holman invited Payton and his family to lunch at
the Legislature on February 11. Gary presented Payton with a

congratulatory certificate and introduced Payton and his family
to the House.

R O U N D  T H E  I S L A N D S

ROUND THE ISLANDS continued, please turn to page 8

LYME DISEASE from page 1

Photo: Mike Yip
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Tuesday, March 1 to Thursday, March 31
Salt Spring Island Painters Guild—what happens when

talented amateur artists experiment together and
learn new techniques?—come and see new works
created in classes and instructional settings; a
palette of colour, composition, materials and
emotion! • ArtSpring Lobby • The show will be open

during ArtSpring hours and performances • For information
contact Nora Layard, nlayard@telus.net,
www.ssipaintersguild.wordpress.com • SALT SPRING
Saturday, March 5

Mayne Island Music Society Presents—
Carly Dow injects traditional folk music with
heaping helping of soul and a dash of biting
edge, inspired by the ‘depth, space and stark
allure’ of Manitoba • Ag Hall •
7pm • Tickets: $20, Under 12

Free, available at Happy Tides, Home Hardware,
Farm Gate Store • MAYNE
Tuesday, March 8

Joelle Rabu with Nico Rhodes in
concert—over three decades Canadian singer-
songwriter-actor Joelle has toured five continents;
breathtakingly fresh, Nico makes sounds and style

radiate from the keyboard • Pender Island School Auditorium •
7:30pm • Tickets available at the door • PENDER 
Tues, Thurs & Sat, March 8, 10 & 12 
Salt Spring Grand(m)others to Grandmothers SCRABBLE

Fundraiser—helping Turn the Tide of
AIDS/HIV in Africa for the Stephen Lewis
Foundation; Donate and play at the Games on
Tues March 8 & Thurs March10, 2-4pm, at Salt
Spring Inn; Games and Silent Auction on

Saturday, March 12, 6-9ish pm at Penny's Pantry on the Green,
SS Golf Course; prizes, fun, food & friendship! •
Charitable tax receipts available •
Info: 250-537-0675 • SALT SPRING
Sunday, March 13
Mayne Island Music Society Presents: The Bills including
music from their March release, ‘Trail of Tales’ (CDs on sale at
show); ‘Their sound is panoramic, mischievious, fiercely
unpretentious and musically splendid’—Boston Globe • Ag Hall •
Performance 2pm; doors 1:30pm • Tickets: $25, available at
Happy Tides, Home Hardware, Farm Gate Store • MAYNE

Tuesday, March 15
Book Launch of Guy Dauncey’s Journey to the
Future: A Better World Is Possible
knowledgeable futurist Dauncey will read from his
latest inspiring and eye-opening book, sign
books—and sing; co-organized by Transition Salt
Spring and the SSI Library; book sales • Salt

Spring Public Library • 7pm • Everyone welcome • SALT SPRING

Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please •
islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

What’s On?

Next Deadline: March 2

Rural living, and especially Gulf Island life, is rich in
aesthetic pleasure, community spirit—and a
microbiome beyond imagination. The potential for us

to touch the earth and forest is not a metaphor, we are one with
the bush. And now we are learning that as we incorporate this
world around us; that we are quite literally invigorated by every
touch and every breath.

When our ancestors settled down and began farming,
perhaps ten or fifteen thousand years ago, they kept animals,
including dogs, raised crops, and made bread. Then a strange
thing happened: close living with animals gave rise to a mutual
exchange of DNA. They did not exactly interbreed, but the
billion or so microbes that we all carry with us, did become, shall
we say, promiscuous. 

About 10% of our DNA is located in our genes and
chromosomes; the rest comes from the microbiota that live in,
on and around us. As Graham Rook, professor at the Centre for
Clinical Microbiology, University College London, puts it, ‘A
human is not an individual. We are ecosystems. At least 90%
of the cells in a human body are microbes, most of them living
in the gut.’ Most but not all. Everything about us has a
microbiome: our clothes, houses, cars, computer keyboards,
offices and ticket stubs. Many of these are transmitted by touch;
and we exchange one to four million moisture laden particles
every hour just by breathing. And every drop of moisture, speck
of pollen and mote of dust has a microbiome. Consequently, as
Rook says, ‘many of the organisms that make up the microbiota
are inherited–just like we inherit genes–there is a proportion
of them that come from elsewhere, and that’s where things get
really interesting.’In other words, we are the sum of our
environment, microbially speaking.

So when wolves domesticated and moved in and curled up
by the fire, a lot happened. Now, wolves are carnivores, they
only ever eat meat. Humans are omnivores who learned to
cook. It was no big challenge for a pet wolf to chew on a roasted
bone, but a filched loaf was another matter. 

Now, very recent DNA research has discovered that modern
humans share some thirty-six genetic sequences with dogs,
eighteen of which improve the digestion of starch, especially
wheat starch. So from living with humans, modern dogs have
inherited the capacity to digest starch from baked bread,
something wolves cannot do. 

Conversely, four DNA sequences transmitted from dogs
support the development of a larger brain in humans. All of
these are inherited by way of microbes passed on from parent
to child regardless of whether a dog is in the house or not. The
same process may also explain why our neolithic ancestors in
Europe and central Africa became lactose tolerant to cows milk
after the domestication of cattle and the creation of a dairy
culture. People whose ancestors did not keep cows are
frequently lactose intolerant. 

And so it goes with all of our traditional environments. We
may inherit a genetic facility to tolerate or to at least live
commensally with a huge range of microbes and their proteins
and associated toxins. This is what we may call a microbial
fitness. Rook continues, ‘The regulation of the immune system
is indeed connected to the biodiversity of the natural
environment. We benefit from being outdoors and exposed to
things like soil and animals, because then we are exposed to
microorganisms.’ 

Anecdotally, being exposed to the earth, has long been
commended for good health; children were recommended to
eat a peck of dirt. Many high income countries now experience
a huge increase in chronic illness associated with failing
immunoregulation and poorly regulated inflammatory
responses. The failure, says Rook, ‘is attributable to a lack of
exposure to organisms from mankind’s evolutionary past...
[and] it is suggested that the requirement for microbial input
from the environment... is a major component of the beneficial

effect of green space... and is essential for our wellbeing.’
In the field of environmental psychology, a huge body of

work has studied the effects of urban living and one of the
screaming failures of the modern western world is the
separation of contemporary human settlement from the
‘natural’ world. Quoting from the proceedings of the National
Academy of Science, 2013: ‘We have a tremendous amount of
evidence tying access to nature to better health outcomes for a
staggering array of diseases.’—Francis Kuo, Landscape and
Human Health Laboratory, University of Illinois. 

And from the November Journal of Planning Literature,
Louise Chawla writes, ‘a compelling body of evidence exists that
trees and natural areas are essential elements of healthy
communities for children.’

We know that a walk in the park enables a moderate amount
of exercise, fresh air, a removal from domestic chores and
stresses, and a fine aesthetic. Architects and planners have
called this the ‘green space effect,’ but Rook is more emphatic.
‘Humans will have evolved to obtain psychological rewards
from approaching ideal hunter-gatherer habitats,’ he says, but
‘contact with microbial biodiversity is looking like the most
probable explanation for the green space effect.’ 

In a completely different field of study, Christopher Lowry,
at the Department of Integrative Physiology & Centre for
Neuroscience, University of Colorado, Boulder, ‘Activity that
involve contact with the soil is enough to confer health benefits.
It is clear, however, that exposure through breathing or
consuming specific types of environmental organisms has the
capacity to reduce inflammation and confer health benefits.’
Neuroscience, March, 2007

Shinrin-yoku means ‘taking in the forest’ and is a fairly new
and rapidly expanding trend in Japan. Taking quiet walks in
the country have a tradition of their own but Shinrin-yoku is
now prescriptive for a healthy life and a recovering one. In
Environment & Behavior, June 2015, Meghan Holtan found ‘a
systematically positive relationship between the density of the
trees, and... stress recovery, and that every tree counts.’

In the US, the return to a controlled ‘wild’ has taken a new
turn. Just four years ago the National Park Service launched an
intensive program to get children outdoors, and now in the fall
of 2015, the White House, no less has ‘Every kid in a park
initiative’ with free access to all federal parks. 

It gets better. This trend, ‘could lead straight to the core of
the American Health Care system.’ says Kristin Wheeler,
Director of the Institute at the Golden Gate. For the record, San
Francisco is the first city in the world to adopt ‘park
prescriptions’ within its Department of Public Health. 

The optimism and expectations among outdoor living and
health researchers and the medical profession are very high.
The key, as one new convert Nate Seltenrich proclaimed, ‘is
embracing a shift in perspective from treatment to prevention...
this is an ‘exposure’ that we can really see as a health benefit.
That’s what makes this really exciting.’

The microbiology of the contemporary spartan and stainless
urban condo is challenged because it is easy to clean (sanitize)
and occupied only at night. By contrast, an island home like
mine, is cluttered with stuff from a dozen projects, constantly
occupied by at least two people, a cat, a population of six- and
eight-legged critters, proximal to 15 chickens, a dense forest and
a high humidity. And that is what makes it a richly ‘cultured’
home. 

Perhaps this year we should all make a declaration to open
the window, take a deep breath, and throw away the soap. 0

Ihave been growing and talking about the value of pulses—dried peas and
beans, chickpeas, favas and lentils—for 30 years, and remain more
convinced than ever that they could help renew the health of our planet.

Pulses are tried and true—people in temperate climates have been growing
and eating them for more than ten thousand years. Nutritional powerhouses,
pulses are still the most essential part of the diets of billions of people worldwide.

Belonging to the amazing and prolific legume plant family (Leguminosae or
Fabaceae), pulses can snatch nitrogen out of the air and add it to the earth.
Because of this powerful ability to increase the fertility of soil by simply growing
in it, they are the epitome of renewable energy.

Easy to grow and prepare, dried peas and beans, chickpeas, favas and lentils
can be cooked in a seemingly infinite variety of simple and delicious ways and
offer much culinary delight because of their diverse tastes and textures. Cultures
around the world have created special dishes for all of the pulses, and my new
book,The Power of Pulses: Saving the World with Peas, Beans, Chickpeas,
Favas and Lentils’, contains 50 inspired recipes that borrow from the best of
them.

The surprising news is that even though most North Americans don’t know
beans about beans, our farmers grow vast acreages of pulses to export to millions
of people who do appreciate them. And while Canada is the world’s largest
exporter of pulses, Canadians consume less than 10 percent of what their farmers
grow. It is time for Canadians and Americans to realize that pulses—flexible
enough to be prepared in hundreds of memorable ways for breakfast, lunch or

dinner—could and should comprise a much larger portion of our daily diet. And
in addition to buying pulses from our local farmers, we can grow them ourselves
easily … and organically.

Of all the thousands of years seeds have been handed from farmer to farmer,
it’s only in the past 50 or so that poisons have been used to grow food. We are at
a crucial moment in our story when it is absolutely vital that we return to feeding
everyone with clean food and water instead of continuing to play havoc with the
health and well-being of ourselves and all the earth’s creatures. Pulses can be
easily grown without herbicides and pesticides if we size down the North
American model of industrial agriculture.

To this day, millions of small farmers grow beans without chemicals. And I
have been growing beans myself successfully for 30 years without ever resorting
to poisons. Pulses are also light on water, increasingly important on this planet
where drought is becoming more and more a daily concern. 
Dan Jason is Salt Spring’s gardener extraordinaire. ‘The Power of Pulses:
Saving the World with Peas, Beans, Chickpeas, Favas and Lentils’, Dan Jason,
Alison Malone and Hilary Malone Eathorne, Douglas & MacIntyre, 2016. 0

The Power of Pulses - Dan Jason 

If you already get an Island Tides in your mailbox, your $30
annual voluntary subscription makes a big difference—more

photos and more pages of news. Please mail your
subscription today or phone 250-216-2267. Thank you! 

A Touch of Nature
Brian Crumblehulme Every day, our relationship with nature, or

the lack of it, influences our lives. This has
always been true. But in the twenty-first

century, our survival–or thrival, will require a
transformative framework for that relationship, a
reunion of humans with the rest of nature.

—Richard Louv, The Nature Principle, 2011

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
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IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that I, Teresa
McFadden from Saltspring
Island, BC have applied to the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(FLNRO), West Coast Region
for aSpecific Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
atSaltspringIsland/vicinity of
Vesuvius Bay.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is Crown Land
File #1414436. 

Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaim
o@gov.bc.ca.Comments will
be received by FLNRO up to
March 22, 2016. FLNRO may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. 

Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applic
ationPosting/index.jsp for
more information. 

Be advised that any
response to this
advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource
Operation’s office in
Nanaimo.

Application Area    .2 Ha +/- 
POC -  

 
 

 
Aligned to survey not Natural boundary 
 

Stuart Channel 
Cowichan District 

St. Mary Lake 

Saltspring Island 

Lot 22 Section 10 
Range 3 West, North Saltspring Island 
Cowichan District 

  

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a

deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm      

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Otter Bay
Marina Ltd. from North
Pender Island, BC, have
applied to the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations (FLNRO),
West Coast Region for an
Amended Application for an
Early Renewal Lease - Marina
situated on Provincial Crown
land located atNorth Pender
Island/vicinity of Otter Bay.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is Crown Land
File #0085347.

Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca.Comments will be
received by FLNRO up to
April 3, 2016. FLNRO may not
be able to consider comments
received after this date. 

Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applica
tionPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operation’s
office in Nanaimo.

Capital Regional District

Notice to Electors
Within the Capital Regional District

Alternative Approval Process for CRD Bylaw 4048 - Authorizing the borrowing of $1,530,000 for funding the capital 
renewal and upgrade of the Magic Lake Estates Wastewater System
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of the Capital Regional District (“CRD”) proposes to adopt Bylaw No. 4048, 
“Magic Lake Estates Wastewater System Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 2, 2015” to authorize the borrowing of up to One 
Million Five Hundred and Thirty Thousand Dollars ($1,530,000) for the purpose of funding the capital renewal and upgrade of 
the Magic Lake Estates Wastewater System.
Many of the existing wastewater system components in the Magic Lake Estates Sewer Service Area are old, have reached 
or exceeded their capacity, and are at end of their design life. Therefore, subject to this Alternative Approval Process, the CRD 
proposes to complete four high priority projects as follows:
1.  Chart Drive Septic system has failed and a notice from Island Health Authority requires that it be replaced;
2.   The sewers along Buck Lake and Privateers Road are undersized and require replacement with larger pipes to prevent 

overflows during peak flow storm events;
3.   An inflow and infiltration program is required to identify leaking pipes so that they can be repaired in order to reduce wet 

weather flows at the Cannon and Schooner Wastewater Treatment Plants (WWTP) to meet permit requirements, prevent 
overflows and extend the life of the treatment plants; and

4.   Ultrasonic testing and condition assessment of the metal walls of the clarifier tanks at Schooner WWTP will determine the 
remaining life of the tanks so that plans can be initiated to replace them before they fail.

Take further notice that the CRD may proceed with Bylaw No. 4048 unless at least 62 electors within the Magic Lake Estates 
Sewage Local Service Area indicate by signing the elector response forms, that the Board must obtain the assent of the 
electors by way of referendum before proceeding to adopt Bylaw No. 4048.
The elector response form must be in the form as established by the CRD and forms are available from the CRD on request.  
The only persons entitled to sign elector response forms are electors of the area to which the alternative approval process 
opportunity applies.  The alternative approval process opportunity applies within the Magic Lake Estates Sewage Local Service 
Area, on North Pender Island, in the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area of the Capital Regional District. 
The deadline for delivering the original signed elector response forms, in relation to Bylaw No. 4048, to the CRD is 4:00 pm on 
Wednesday, March 30, 2016.  Forms must be received by the deadline to be counted.
The CRD has estimated that the total number of electors within the service area is 618 and that 10% of that number or 62 
electors must submit elector response forms to prevent the CRD from enacting Bylaw No. 4048 without the assent of the 
electors by referendum.
Further technical information concerning Bylaw No. 4048 may be obtained from Malcolm Cowley (mcowley@crd.bc.ca, 
250.360.3066) or Dale Puskas (dpuskas@crd.bc.ca, 250.474.9648), CRD Integrated Water Services, during regular office hours 
Monday to Friday (excluding statutory holidays) from the date of this notice until March 30, 2016.
Qualifications for Resident and Non-Resident Property Electors
Resident Elector:  You are entitled to submit an elector response form as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on the 
date of submission of the elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British Columbia for 6 months and in 
the Magic Lake Estates Sewage Local Service Area for at least 30 days prior to signing the elector response form.
Non-Resident Property Elector:  You may submit an elector response form as a Non-Resident Property Elector if you are 18 
years or older on the date of submission of the elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British Columbia 
for 6 months, have owned and held registered title to property in the Magic Lake Estates Sewage Local Service Area for 30 
days and do NOT qualify as a Resident Elector.  If there is more than one registered owner of the property (either as joint 
tenants or tenants in common) only one individual may, with the written consent of the majority, submit an elector response 
form.
To obtain an elector response form, or for questions about the elector approval process, please contact CRD Legislative and 
Information Services, PO Box 1000, 625 Fisgard Street, 5th Floor, Victoria, BC V8W 2S6 or by telephone at 250.360.3127 from 
8:30 am-4:30 pm, Monday to Friday.
A copy of the elector response form may be downloaded from:
www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-are-governed/elections-other-voting
A copy of Bylaw No. 4048 and a copy of this Notice may be inspected during regular office hours, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm (unless 
specified otherwise below), Monday to Friday (excluding statutory holidays) from the date of this notice until March 30, 2016 
at the following locations:
•   public notice board in the lobby of CRD headquarters, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria
•    on the CRD website:  

for Bylaw No. 4048 
www.crd.bc.ca/about/document-library/Documents/bylaws/bylawssubjecttoreferendumoralternativeapprovalprocess 
for this Notice:  www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-are-governed/elections-other-voting

An informational open house will be held 11:00 am to 3:00 pm Saturday February 27, 2016 at St. Peter’s Anglican Church, 
4703 Canal Rd North Pender Island for electors to ask questions about the proposed works and alternative approval process.
Given under my hand at Victoria, BC this 10th day of February, 2016
Brent Reems
Corporate Officer
This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in accordance with the legal requirements 
pursuant to the Local Government Act.

The Liberal government has followed through on its
campaign commitment to pull Canadian CF-18 fighter
jets out of Iraq and Syria. Simultaneously, Prime

Minister Trudeau announced that we will be leaving planes for
reconnaissance and one capable of mid-air refueling of other
nations’ fighter jets. The focus of Canada’s efforts were
announced to be shifting with $1.6 billion over the next three
years for humanitarian assistance, while also increasing the
number of Canadian troops in the region. Tripling the number
of armed forces personnel to over 800 people, the new focus
was announced as training for the Kurdish forces. Canada will
also be providing weapons to the Kurdish Peshmerga forces.
Flanked by his ministers of international development, foreign
affairs, and defence (Marie-Claude Bibeau, Stephane Dion and
Harjit Sajjan) Trudeau stressed Canada wanted to balance our
military role with greater diplomatic and development efforts.

So what are we to make of this?
My starting point is that in engaging in foreign wars, as in

medicine, the injunction should always be ‘first —do no harm’.

The intractable mess we face today is virtually entirely due to
Western nations, primarily the United States, wading into the
region with disastrous results. 

Among the many disasters inflicted on the Iraqi people
primarily, but on the rest of the world, was a rise in religious
fundamentalism. Saddam Hussein, while a brutal dictator, was
a secular dictator. His cabinet included women and had no
Islamist doctrine. His Sunni leadership and the Baathist party
kept things relatively calm in the simmering Sunni-Shia divide.
But after the US invasion, the ‘shock and awe’ campaign and
US puppet governments put in place, the Baathists were
banned from working in government, from being in the army.
The US created a vast cadre of unemployable people with skills.
They knew how to run an army, fight a war, run a government.
Shunned from any role in the future government, previously
secular Baathists were hired by ISIS. Some Baathists became
radicalized. Iraq became the breeding ground for a group with

Unravelling the nightmarish Gordian Knot of Syria
Elizabeth May, MP

SYRIA, please turn to next page
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LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that I, Douglas
Brealey from North Pender
Island, BC have applied to the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(FLNRO), West Coast Region
for aSpecific Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
atNorth Pender
Island/vicinity of Bedwell
Harbour.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is Crown Land File
#1414344. 

Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca.Comments will be
received by FLNRO up to
March 22, 2016. FLNRO may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. 

Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applica
tionPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operation’s
office in Nanaimo.   
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LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that We, Donald
Forrest and Veronica Lane
from Saltspring Island, BC have
applied to the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations (FLNRO),
West Coast Region for a
Specific Permission – Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located at
Saltspring Island/vicinity of
Fulford Harbour.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is Crown Land File
#1414314. 

Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca.Comments will be
received by FLNRO up to
March 22, 2016. FLNRO may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. 

Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applica
tionPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operation’s
office in Nanaimo.  

Holmes Rd 

Fulford Harbour 

Saltspring Island 
Cowichan District 

Satellite Channel 

Section 40 

Application Area 
Fronting Lot 3, Pl 31926 

Section 41 

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that We, David and
Pixie Riddle from North
Pender Island, BC have applied
to the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource
Operations (FLNRO), West
Coast Region for aSpecific
Permission – Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
land located atNorth Pender
Island/vicinity of James Point.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is Crown Land File
#1414434. 

Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca.Comments will be
received by FLNRO up to
March 22, 2016. FLNRO may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. 

Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applica
tionPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operation’s
office in Nanaimo.
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LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that We, Gary and
Cheryl Sheridan from Ganges,
BC have applied to the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(FLNRO), West Coast Region
for aSpecific Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
atSaltspring Island/vicinity of
Ganges Harbour.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is Crown Land File
#1414391 

Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca.Comments will be
received by FLNRO up to
March 22, 2016. FLNRO may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. 

Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applica
tionPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operation’s
office in Nanaimo.
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LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that We,Gillean
Proctor and Georgia Taylor
Proctor from Ganges, BC have
applied to the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations (FLNRO),
West Coast Region for a
Specific Permission – Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located at
Saltspring Island/vicinity of
Welbury Bay.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is Crown Land File
#1414390. 

Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca.Comments will be
received by FLNRO up to
March 22, 2016. FLNRO may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. 

Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applica
tionPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operation’s
office in Nanaimo.

Saltspring Island 

Application Area 
Lot 22 Plan 17161 

Welbury Bay 

Cowichan District 

 

Saltspring Island 

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that I, Andrew
Talbot Storrs from Mayne
Island, BC have applied to the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(FLNRO), West Coast Region
for aSpecific Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located
atMayne Island/vicinity of
Village Bay.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is Crown Land
File #1414345. 

Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer, Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca.Comments will be
received by FLNRO up to
March 22, 2016. FLNRO may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. 

Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applica
tionPosting/index.jsp for
more information. 

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operation’s
office in Nanaimo.
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dangerous ambitions.
Canada’s actions in Libya contributed to another failed state.

And we—knowing that al-Qaeda forces were among the rebel
groups—still recognized them as the legitimate government of
Libya. And then we stood by as all of Colonel Gaddafi’s
warehouses of armaments were shipped out to terrorists. 

Syria is a giant mess of competing nasty forces. The
government (if one can still call it that) is run by a brutal dictator
Bashar Al-Assad. Assad is supported by Iran and Hezbollah,
while Al-Qaeda, al-Nusra, and ISIS want to overturn Assad.
Saudi Arabia is reported to be supporting ISIS. Russia supports
Assad and is using its access to bombing, legitimized by US and
its allies own bombing campaigns, to hit hard at Assad’s
enemies—whether they are ISIS or not. 

Why is Canada training Kurds? Because in a vast network
of unappetizing choices—legions of killers no one can support

and no good guys—at least the Kurds have a clear agenda. They
are motivated by an intense desire to have their own country.
So while it may help stop the advance of ISIS in Syria to train
and arm Kurds, there is no question that the long-range impact
will stretch beyond Syria, to fuel Kurdish dreams of a homeland
in Iraq and Turkey. And our allies will not be so happy then.
And, the Kurds when gaining ground against ISIS may not meet
our standards of respect for human rights.  

As long as the mission is described as ‘getting rid of ISIS’ we
have the wrong mission. If we could re-cast it as ‘advancing
peace and stability in the region’, we might have a hope. To do
so, we should press Iraq to lift the ban on hiring former
members of the Baathist party. To achieve peace in the region,
we need a coordinated effort engaging all our allies— including
Russia and China. 

For that, I do appreciate that the new government speaks of

enhancing our humanitarian and diplomatic roles. We could
do more to stop the flow of weapons and money to ISIS through
its black market activities. We could invite all the key
governments with a role to play to a conference—hosted in
Canada—with the goal of finding and plugging ISIS’s financial
networks. This we could do.

We could back the United Nations process. We could
establish the right kind of coalition. We should call for an end
to airstrikes. We might anger allies who like bombing missions,
but they inevitably kill more innocents. I believe that what critics
are calling an incoherence in the new Trudeau policy comes
from a desire to pull out of airstrikes, while trying to support
allies, like the United States, that will continue with bombing. 

Bombing missions will not stop ISIS. And they cannot bring
peace and stability to the region. Only cease-fires and
negotiations can do that. 0

a distinction between Bigg’s whales and Southern Residents—
ten. As in Mexico, we truly live in a paradise.

Further east of where we were, the ‘Mayan Riviera’ has
75,000 rooms available, not counting the expensive homes,
time shares and condos that line the shore. Truly leisure, in the
form of industrial tourism, is demanding on the carrying
capacity of the land. In Mexico, you can own the beachfront and
put it off limits to all but your own hotel guests. 

There are no rivers above ground in the Yucatan. Rainfall
can be as much as two meters a year, from May to October;
creating  groundwater in the karst limestone topography. What
of septic systems, drinking water and pesticides? 

I learned on our trip to the World Heritage Site and major
Mayan ruin, Chichen Itza, that the main god at Chichen Itza was
Chaac-the god of rain. Chichen Itza means ‘at the mouth of the
well’. There were two substantial fresh waterwells in the heart
of the city of possibly 50,000 people at the height of Mayan
civilization. 

Obviously, good drinkingwater and water for crops were a
concern. The Mayan governing system of this civilization
sounds way more complex and exotic than our Island’s Trust
and Capital Regional District set-ups! Failure to produce seems

to have been worse than losing your job or an election. Humour
aside, the infrastructure demands were similar.

Coming Home
On the ferry coming home, white coral sand on my flipflops and
tired from a long journey, I had two wonderful Gulf Island
conversations.

Thirty-three-year-old Gowan, recently from Nanaimo, was
showing Saturna Island to his adopting family for the day.
Gowan had been adopted in Winnipeg from a member of a
Saturna family. Growing up loved, he had found his birth family
and made his way to Saturna Island and there met all the
members of his birth family. He deeply loves and appreciates
Saturna, the beauty and the culture. His adopting family seemed
to be immensely enjoying their adventure and their son’s
obvious pride and excitement.

Sitting next to this  happy family and taking it in the joy of it,
was Doreen Tamboline, longtime Mayne Island resident.
Doreen and Rich owned a 56acre farm on Mayne Island
‘forever’ and just sold it to some Mayne Island ‘kids’ that they
feel love their farm in the way that they treasured it. Doreen has
been working to gain a social foothold in Central Saanich as Rich
gets the medical care he has needed.   

After a lifetime as a Mayne Islander and in the community
working at Mayne Elementary, this is taking time and effort. It
takes courage and optimism to find a new community that suits
you after participating whole-heartedly in one of our island
communities.  

Doreen was on her way to Mayne Island for her book-club
meeting. She remarked that one person had been a member for
its full 50 years. Doreen treasures her friendships and the tea
and social time after a lively exchange about the current ‘read’.  

In the dark of winter, libraries and book-clubs are part of
every island’s social amenities. Islands often have several book-
clubs representing different interests of readers. Saturna even
has summer people who keep up with their ‘assignments’ for
when they return in summer; some who have belonged to their
particular book clubs for 30 years! You learn so much about
your friends from what they love to read, their life experiences—
and what kind of goodies they bring to munch on! 

Doreen was my joy to talk to as she recalled my family
coming over to Mayne Island’s RD Wickham’s farm, now
Deaconvale Farm, in late summer, hoisting and stacking up
trailerloads of just-baled hay to feed our three daughter’s five
horses through the winter months.  0

With more and more print newspaper closing their doors, Island Tides is a newspaper well worth
supporting. Help keep it on the press and in your mailbox. 

Please send in your $30 annual voluntary subscription. Thank You!

SATURNA from page 3

SYRIA from page 6
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Weekend camp in Langley. Teens practise their wheelchair basketball skills at U19 Centre for
Performance Camp. They are also training for the BC Winter Games in Pentiction at the end
of February. These days, both able and disabled folks play the fast-paced game. Five Southern
Gulf Islands students were at the 4-day camp, as well as students from across the province. 

R O U N D  T H E  I S L A N D S
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  4

Gabriola’s GERTIE bus crew and friends are
delighted to announce a strong positive vote
(66.9%) in last weekend’s referendum on
Gabriola, Mudge and DeCourcy. As of June 1—
when the current unfunded and mostly
volunteer pilot project ends—the GERTIE bus
(Gabriola Environmentally Responsible Trans-
Island Express) will be funded by taxpayers,
and will continue to provide the highly popular
bus service on Gabriola. The main difference is
that drivers will be paid, and funds will be set
aside to upgrade the bus fleet.

The bus service on Gabriola will also
continue to look and feel different from buses

in other locations, such as Salt Spring and on
Vancouver Island. GERTIE is very much a
community bus, and is highly responsive to the
suggestions of users. Our riders strongly
support the use of Gabriola’s waste vegetable
oil in the diesel engines, and they love it when
we provide transportation to community
events such as the annual Salmon Barbecue
and the Potato Cannon Contest.

Part of the mandate of the Gabriola
Community Bus Foundation is to encourage
the establishment of bus services in other
coastal communities, especially the Gulf
Islands. The foundation can be reached
through the website at gertie.ca. 

In early February, Stacey Mitchell’s Biology 12
class at Gulf Islands Secondary School
presented their final senior biology projects to
Salt Spring Grade 4 and 5 students. The
younger students assessed and provided
feedback about the projects, and were very
engaged in the presentations. One of the
seniors commented that students were able to
make choices about the
theme and how it would be
presented and will
remember this experience
as a highlight of their
schooling.   

Mayne School Hosts
POPFASD Workshop

On Friday, January 15 Mayne Island school
hosted Meredith Keery from the Provincial
Outreach Program for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder (POPFASD) giving an outstanding

workshop, attended by staff from Mayne, and
Galiano, and teachers from other SD#64
schools. 

The workshop balanced current research,
practical and real-life examples with
strategically effective tools with which
participants engaged in their school teams.
Though the workshop was presented with a

FASD background, its focus
was on complex learners.
Strategies that are good for
one student, are good for
many, if not all. This was
taken into considertion in
the strategies and tools
Meredith shared. A

participant expressed appreciation for ‘the
practical/doable strategies to work with kids of
all ages in the educational system.’

Five teen Pender Island wheelchair basketball
players are excited to be participating in the BC
Winter Games in Penticton from February 25
to 28.

Tim Frick, Pender resident, Canadian
wheelchair basketball coach, and inductee into
Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame in 2014 (see
Island Tides’ October 20, 2014 edition), has
been hosting and coaching a Wheelchair
Basketball Week at the Pender school for four
years. The five Pender players have
participated in this annual event since its
inception, and have also been coached by Tim
in stand-up basketball for several years. Three
of them are now members of the Gulf Islands
Secondary School junior basketball team.

The purpose of Wheelchair Basketball
Week is to spread awareness of the abilities of
parasport athletes, to learn about disabilities
and attitudes, and to experience playing sports
in a wheelchair. Along with this, the students
learn about spinal cord injuries and how to
minimize their own risk behaviours.

Last year, when local basketball star Kady
Dandeneau’s knee injury resulted in her having
the potential to play wheelchair basketball as a
minimal disability classified athlete, a few other
Pender basketball players jumped into chairs
to help her train. Kady is now on her way to the
Wheelchair Basketball Canada National
Academy in Toronto for advanced training;
while five other Pender athletes have been
selected to play in the developmental
tournament at this year’s BC Winter Games.

Tim Frick explains that ‘while technically
not eligible for the Paralympics, able-bodied
players are included, in Canada, in the sport of
wheelchair basketball. Canada is a progressive
country in allowing anyone to play. This

promotes inclusion and awareness, and allows
friends and siblings to play together just like in
the generic sport world.’

In preparation for the BC Winter Games,
Gabriel Harrison, Jeffrey Gray, Thomas
Boland, and Nicholas van Bakel, who are all
students at Gulf Islands Secondary School, and
Lanette Boland, who is in her last year at
Pender Elementary School, have been
practicing regularly with Tim on Pender Island.
They have also been travelling to Victoria for
practices with BC Provincial Team coach
Simon Cass, who has also been a key figure in
Pender’s annual Wheelchair Basketball Week.

For the Winter Games, BC is divided into 8
zones. The Zone 6 team (Vancouver Island) is
coached by Simon, and will have Nicholas,
Thomas, and Gabriel on the team. The Zone 5
team (Vancouver-Coastal) has picked up
Jeffrey and Lannette, and coach Jason Costa is
very excited about the team’s potential.

Accompanied by coaches Tim, Simon and
Jason, the five teens spent the past Family Day
weekend (Feb 5-8) in Langley participating in
their first training weekend at the U19 Centre
for Performance Camp, pictured above. The 4-
day session was led by coaches from
Wheelchair Basketball Canada and BC
Wheelchair Basketball and included
wheelchair players (both parasport and able-
bodied) from across the province. 

Let’s cheer on all our youth athletes from
across BC! Information on the BC Winter
Games can be found at www.bcgames.org. You
can follow the action on BC Games TV
(www.viasport.ca/BCGamesTV), or sign-up
for the daily Games Releases at
www.bcgames.org/News/Newsletters/Opt-
inNewsletter.aspx. 0

Pender’s Wheelchair Basketball Players- Serena van Bakel

Gabriola’s Gertie Bus Lives On! Steven Earle
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Not A Freighter Park
Gabriolans are getting very hot under the collar
about five proposed commercial freighter
anchorages; they have named their website,
opposed to turning their island shores into a
parking lot, www.gabriolaanchorrage.org. 

Last November 4, Islands Trust hosted a
meeting of 23 stakeholders from the Pacific
Pilotage Authority, the Chamber of Shipping of
British Columbia, CSL Americas, the Port of
Nanaimo, the Cowichan Valley Regional
District, the Cowichan Bay Ship Watch Society
and Islands Trust Area residents to discuss
concerns about the anchorages. Transport
Canada representatives were unable to attend. 

The proposal of new anchorages (there are
already several in Plumper Sound between
Pender, Mayne and Saturna) are due to
shipping pressures (e.g. growth in vessel sizes,
growth in number of vessels) at the Port Metro
Vancouver. Objections include that the
proposed anchorages are: surrounded by quiet
neighbourhoods and ecologically-rich
shorelines with other commercial and
recreation fisheries uses; not continuously
monitored by federal agencies, and are in
inconvenient locations for pilot access in the
event of emergencies. Visit the website for the
full story.

Guy Dauncey On A Journey to The Future - Jean Gelwicks
Guy Dauncey is no stranger to Salt Spring
Island. He gets invited to our island regularly
for one reason…He is so smart, entertaining,
knowledgeable and the audience leaves
learning so much from his presentations.  Guy
is an eco-futurist who works to develop a
positive vision of a sustainable future, and to
translate that vision into action. He never fails
to amaze his audience with the latest
information on solutions to environmental
issues that are actually happening around the
world. It gives me hope when I see what others
are doing around the world, and truly learn
what is possible and that we do more than we
think we can. No matter how busy he is, Guy
always makes time to share his knowledge,
energy and enthusiasm with others.

Dauncey is the founder of the BC
Sustainable Energy Association and was its
president for eleven years. He is
unquestionably one of the most dedicated
advocates of sustainable energy and a
champion for the fight against climate change.
He is also the co-founder of the national

organization Prevent Cancer Now, and co-
founder of the Victoria Car Share Co-operative.
He is also an Honorary Member of the
Planning Institute of BC and a Fellow of the
Findhorn Foundation in Scotland. 

Dauncey is the author, or co-author, of ten
books, including the award-winning The
Climate Challenge: 101 Solutions to Global
Warming and Cancer: 101 Solutions to a
Preventable Epidemic.  

Guy never stands still. He cares
passionately for this planet and is doing all he
can to be a part of the solution. Please go to
www.earthfutures.com to see just a bit of what
Guy has been up to in the last few years.

He is coming to SSI on March 15 to talk
about his latest book: Journey to the Future:
A Better World Is Possible—a book he has
been working on for the last three years (see
‘What’s On?, page 5, for details). This free event
is being co-sponsored by the Library and
Transition Salt Spring. You won’t want to miss
this presentation. Guy never disappoints. He’s
even going to sing a bit of Gilbert and Sullivan!

Keeping Comox Coast Guard Open
North Island–Powell River MP Rachel Blaney
is ramping up her drive to keep the Comox
Coast Guard (MCTS) open.

Blaney says that on February 18 she offered
the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans yet
another opportunity to share with us his plan
regarding the closure but he refused to do so.
The closure of this centre would be a reckless
continuation of a failed Conservative policy and
shows a total disregard for boater and shipping
safety,’ Blaney said, ‘this would put the safety
of our coastal waters and the public at
increased risk.’   

In an effort to protect the West Coast,
Blaney is urging BC’s federal Liberal MPs to

speak out. ‘It’s time to listen and report the
needs of British Columbians back to Ottawa’,
concludes Blaney. ‘It is irresponsible for the
Liberals to continue with this Conservative
plan,’ adds NDP Fisheries and Oceans Critic
Fin Donnelly, ‘It puts lives at risk.’

‘The coast guard is a vital service to the
people of British Columbia. If the Comox
Marine Communication and Traffic Services 
centre closes, the government will be
endangering coastal communities,’ said Joie
Warnock, union Unifor's Western Director.

The centre provides a vital communication
link for mariners and coastal communities. We
can’t afford to have this centre closed, they say.

Shawnigan Lake Watershed
Recent news that the title for Lot 21 near
Shawnigan Lake, next to the disputed
contaminated soil dump site, has reverted
from 0782484 BC Ltd to the Crown means
that the government no longer has any excuses
to prevent it from thoroughly investigating the
property.

Andrew Weaver, MLA for Oak Bay Gordon
Head and Leader of the BC Green Party, is
calling on the Ministry of Environment to drill
to bedrock to determine: What, if anything, has
been buried on Lot 21 that could produce
previously observed heavy metal enrichment
in the sediments below runoff from this site?

The government has previously argued that
drilling was not possible as the site was private
property. Now that Lot 21 has returned to the

Crown, Andrew Weaver is calling for drilling
to ensure residents, local and provincial
governments and First Nations know what is
buried in the site. Doing so would put an end
to speculation circulating in a prevalence of
anecdotal stories. It would also allow the above
question to be answered directly.

‘The fact that Lot 21 has reverted to Her
Majesty the Queen in Right of the Province of
British Columbia c/o Surveyor of Taxes means
that the government now has no legal or
legislative obstacle to thoroughly investigate
what may be buried on that property. They
own it. There is no excuse, the government
should begin inspection drilling immediately,’
says MLA Weaver.


