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A winter walk; reflective winter sun shines on the Grey Peninsula Trail in Montague Harbour Provincial Marine Park, Galiano.

News In Brief

BC Ferries Refunds RCMP,
BCHydro & BC Ambulance

BC Ferries is refunding approximately $50,000 in
fees charged for sailing delays and extra runs to the
RCMP, BCHydro and the BC Ambulance Society
(BCAS). The fees have been charged, in error, since
July of 2014, when a new commercial fee structure
was put in place.
BC Ferries CEO Mark Corrigan said that the
three government agencies had been mistakenly
charged the commercial rate for sailing delays.
Residents remain concerned about the changes in
communications between BC Ferries and BCAS.
Dispatches are now sent through the BC Ferries
Operations Security Centre, which some feel may
compromise efficiency.

Buy Local Expansion

The BC government is expanding the ‘Buy Local’
program with an additional $2 million to help BC
farmers and food processors promote their
products, and support food security in BC.
With this new investment, the program aims to
increase consumer demand and sales of BC
agrifoods. Businesses and organizations can apply
for matching funding from the BC government for
projects that promote local foods.
The Buy Local program has so far supported
about 40 campaigns to promote BC food, seafood,
and floral products.

Premier Announces Money For
Mines

BC Premier Christy Clark has announced increased
funding for the Mines and Mineral Resources
Division, aimed mostly at improving turnaround of
‘notice of work’ permits for mineral exploration.
The Premier was not perturbed by current
weaknesses in worldwide commodity prices. ‘So
long as exploration is continuing to happen, mines
will eventually open,’ she said. She also announced
that capital cost allowance provisions would be

extended to 2020, and that a $10 million flowthrough tax credit would be extended to end of 2015.
Opposition Leader John Horgan criticized the
government’s efforts to enforce mining regulations
over the last five years, claiming that the number of
enforcement officers had been cut from 300 to 150.
Premier Clark said that the base budget of the
Ministry will be increased by about $6 million in
Budget 2015, a portion of which will go towards
making current contingency funding permanent. It
has been used since 2011 to ‘significantly’ increase
geotechnical staff.

Prosperity Mine
Environmental Assessment
Extended

Taseko Mines Ltd’s Prosperity Gold-Copper mine,
near Williams Lake, has been granted a five year
extension of its environmental assessment
certificate. The company was granted the certificates
in 2010 to build an open-pit mine capable of
producing 70,000 tonnes of ore per day over 20
years. A condition of the certificate was that the
project had to be substantially started within five
years. BC Environment Minister Mary Polak has
determined that the project has been substantially
started and therefore the certificate can remain
active throughout construction.
Meanwhile, Chief Joe Alphonse, Tribal
Chairman of the Tsilhqot’in National Government
and Chief of Tl’etinqox, responded to the extension
by saying: ‘No matter what—this project is dead.
The Tsilhqot’in are the only First Nation in Canada
that have proven Aboriginal title in the courts. The
extension of this certificate should be illegal.
Denying this extension would have shown respect
in regards to our Title negotiations with the
Province.’

Wreck Reef Still Afloat

The sinking of the hulk of the HMCS Annapolis in
Gambier Island’s Halkett Bay has been delayed once
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Pension plan has problems with tar
sands investment - Patrick Brown

An investment by the Canada Pension
Plan Investment Board (CPPIB) in a nonpublic ‘junior’ oil company has run into
trouble since Laricina Energy Ltd has
failed to meet the performance conditions
attached to its bonds.
The CPPIB loaned Laricina $150
million on March 20, 2014 against notes
yielding 11.5%, secured against the assets
of the company. The company estimates
that it had cash, and cash equivalents of
approximately $178 million as of
December 31, 2014.
The Canada Pension Plan has also
invested $350 million in equity of
Laricina; it is the company’s largest
shareholder.

Production 18% Below
Target

Laricina is in the process of proving its tar
sands reserves which it intends to extract
using steam injection techniques; its
estimated future production would have
a present value of $6.2 billion.
The notes carry the condition that by
the fourth quarter of 2014, average daily
bitumen production from a pilot well at
Saleski and a demonstration well at
Germain should be 1,255 barrels per day.
In fact, production was approximately
18% below that target. The company says
that since both wells were at an early
stage, production shows ‘high variability’.
The shortfall means that the notes,
which would have been due on March 20,
2018, are in default and are currently due.
Laricina reports that it is ‘in
discussions’ with CPPIB, and has engaged
financial advisors to examine its options.

‘Junior’ Oil Companies

The development of early stage
production companies, privately held and
privately financed, is common in Alberta’s
oil patch. When their reserves are proven,
they are usually either ‘taken public’ or
sold to a larger operator.
Earlier, Matthew Saunders, Laricina’s
economic analysis team leader, together
with Eugene Beaulieu of the University of
Calgary School of Public Policy had
published an op-ed in the Calgary
Herald complaining about the federal
government policy limiting tar sands
investments by foreign state-owned
enterprises (SOEs). They found that the
policy was ‘in stark contrast’ with the
provisions of the Canada-China Foreign
Investment Protection Agreement, and
claimed that ‘pure play junior oilsands
players (exclusively Canadian) have been
disproportionately affected by Ottawa’s
policy’.

CPPIB Says, ‘Go
Overseas’

Meanwhile, CPPIB chief executive Mark
Wiseman told a Toronto business
audience on Monday, January 26 that
Canadian companies need to invest in
Asia, India, and other fast-growing
regions of the world. He pointed out that
immigration had given Canada a
multicultural
and
multilingual
population, and that this was an
underutilized competitive advantage as
far as international trade was concerned.
The CPPIB, he said, now had 70% of its
$235 billion in investments outside of
Canada. 0
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Saturna Notes

lready, the air is so warm, even with
rain and fog and wind, that it seems
that spring is in the air. We have
enough rain that the ground overflows, the
waterfalls are roaring, and the depressions of
your footsteps fill instantly. All kinds of moss
are an absolute brilliance of green everywhere.
The south-facing sandstone cliffs of Mount
Warburton Pike ridge glisten black with
running groundwater. This year gives
irrefutable evidence that if you can store the
rain as it falls on your roof, you could use water

- Priscilla Ewbank

all summer with abandon.
I went up to Brown Ridge in late January to
escape the fog and lighten my heart with
sunlight. It was a clear day and Pender’s Mount
Norman, Salt Spring’s Mount Maxwell, Mount
Constitution on Orcas Island and, far away, the
Washington State Olympic Mountains, were
gleaming above a sea of fog. Me, the dogs, the
ravens, the goats and the goatlets frolicked in
the heat and warmth of the sun, which lasts
now until almost 5pm!

SeaTalks Orca Research

Saturna Island Marine Research and
Education Society presented the first of this
year’s presentation:, ‘SeaTalks—Orca Research
by Hexacopter’. Lance Barrett-Lennard, senior
marine mammal scientist from Vancouver
Aquarium, led a three-hour presentation with
lots of time for questions from the 80 or so
members of the audience.
SeaTalks, open to the public, was the
culmination of a two-day workshop which
gathered all the people and groups from up and
down the coast who monitor orcas and collect
hydrophone information. Far- flung scientists
had an opportunity to meet and collaborate.
Pacific Wild, OrcaLab, Tides Canada, DFO
Pacific Biological Station-Nanaimo, World
Wildlife Fund, CetaceaLab, Vancouver
Aquarium, Ocean Networks Canada and three
marine biology students participated.
Orcas are a species at risk. The 77 Southern
Resident orcas—counting the baby just born—
are the most at-risk population. Their habitat
is the Sencot’en Alliance area, the Southern

ascertain if Southern Gulf Islands orcas are
suffering from a food shortage was deemed a
good starting point. With that information, it
was agreed fishery regulations could be
adjusted.
A specially built hexacopter (see photo) is
able to collect information to determine more
about a whale’s health and condition from
above; developing a more accurate
measurement of food stress. Last August,
Lance Barrett-Lennard, using the Vancouver
Aquarium boat Skana, used a hexacopter to
gather data about the Northern Resident orcas.
They did not want to study the Southern
Residents until they figured out if the device
stressed them.
When orca whales lose weight they replace
much of the fat in their blubber layer with
water in order to maintain a firm, streamlined
shape. They don’t look food-stressed from a
water-level view until they are drastically
malnourished and a large indent develops
behind the blowhole—at this point they rarely
recover.

Orcas from above

Photo: Vancouver Aquarium and NOAA

Hexacopter launches to observe orca whales from above,
transmitting valuable information on food-stress.
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Gulf Islands. They eat Chinook salmon with
only a small amount of any other fish. Southern
Residents do not interbreed with the 280
Northern Residents, even though their areas
overlap during the winter. Culturally, they
follow a matrilineal system that takes them out
of their pod to breed.
At SeaTalks, we learned that a series of
workshops held in Seattle in recent years were
set up to review information about orca
decline in ‘a transparent and scientific
manner’. Many factors were researched to
decide what might be done. It was found that
orcas born in the 1990s during a low period in
Chinook populations were stunted and their
early life history endures.
Dead orcas tell you something, if you can
find them, but since the point is to support live
populations—what would be a more sensitive
calculation of population vitality? A study to

An aerial view allows the width-to-length
ratio of the whales to be calculated and reveals
shape and condition long before this state. This
formula was originally used in 2008 and 2013
during helicopter surveys of the Southern
Residents in Washington State.
However, helicopters are costly and noisy,
allowing only blurry photos when taken at a
non-stressing height. In contrast, the
hexacopter is about 2.5’x 2.5’ x 1’ and weighs
about 1.5kg—half the weight is the battery. One
person runs the remote controls and another
looks at screen images transmitted from the
hexacopter.
Last August’s hexacopter trial seemed not
to disturb the whales. Using 30,000
photographs amassed during 60 flights,
researchers will be able to provide a
comparative assessment of the nutritional
SATURNA, please turn to page 10
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More to the budget than oil: the real
reason for budget delay - Elizabeth May, MP

Benefits of a Dropping Oil Price

1. The Keystone pipeline will be rejected. The advice to
Secretary of State John Kerry from the State Department’s
environmental review was that the pipeline would not
contribute to new oil sands expansion and an increase in GHG–
but only if the price of oil stayed above $80/barrel. At
$45/barrel, Keystone is a non-starter so long as Obama holds
to his commitment that Keystone would not be approved if it
boosted GHG.
2. Investment in oil sands expansion and US Bakken fields

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 1

again by a court challenge, this time by the Save
Halkett Bay Marine Protection Society
(SHBMPS). The ship, which has been prepared
as a future underwater dive site by the Artifical
Reef Society of BC, is now moored in Long Bay.
The SHBMPS sought an injunction to stop
the sinking, scheduled for January 13, because
the remaining bottom paint, when tested, was
found to contain Tributyltins (TBTs). TBTs are
toxic to marine life.
Justice Michael Shore granted the
injunction on January 12 and the case will be
heard in Federal Court on February 25-26. The
issue to be judged is whether Environment
Canada should have green lighted the sinking,
given that TBT-containing bottom paint was
banned (for recreational use) in 2008.

Seafood Dinners Galore

A group of demonstrators interrupted Kinder
Morgan employees during their dinner at a
local seafood restaurant to show them the
impacts the Trans Mountain expansion project
could have on the world. Activists stood silently
inside the restaurant holding photos of damage
to communities along its pipelines, as well as
those affected by tar sands development.
Images included deformed fish from the
indigenous community of Fort Chipewyan in
Alberta, where contamination from oil
extraction has poisoned much of the food
chain, and photos of the typhoon-ravaged
Philippines where climate change, largely the
result of the fossil fuel industry, caused the
death and displacement of thousands of people
last year.
Meanwhile, at a Western Conservative
Caucus gala at Vancouver’s Floata Chinese
restaurant last week, federal Conservatives
gathered for shark fin soup and shared
opinions about Justin Trudeau. In the last
election, Conservatives won 21 of BC’s 36
seats. BC has added six seats for a total of 42
in this year’s election.

will dry up. These unconventional sources of oil are extremely
expensive to produce. It costs more when the production
methods require so much more water and energy than
conventional oil.
3. New pricing of carbon, tax or carbon and dividend, will
be easy to adopt as the impact will be less objectionable with
low pump prices.
4. The lower Canadian dollar will boost competitiveness of
Canadian exports.
5. The low Canadian dollar will boost tourism in Canada.
For some inexplicable reason, Harper appears to hate tourism.
Policy after policy has hurt the sector—from eliminating the
GST-HST rebate for foreign visitors (a cheap goodwill gesture)
to more visa requirements, to slashing the budget for tourism
ads, to undermining seasonal employment through the EI
system. For the last few years, not one penny was spent to
promote Canada as a dream vacation in the US market. Where
ten years ago Canada was in the top seven of world tourism
destinations, we are now 18th. It’s time to assist Canadian
tourism with a really strong marketing plan to get US tourists
to visit Canada this summer.
6. The lower dollar will boost our film and television
industry. This is a sector with great spin-offs to our local
economy. An 80-cent-dollar will draw more production to BC
and Canada.
7. Canadian wines and other exports in high quality local
production will benefit.
8. Manufacturing of all kinds will benefit.
9. The lower price of a barrel of oil will boost the US
economy and be good for Canada as a result.
10. Last—and definitely weird—the price of oil is being
manipulated by Saudi Arabia. The Saudis have been prepared
to ramp-up the production of conventional oils in order to gut
the unconventional sources of oil. So a big winner is Saudi
Arabia. Harper has sold $10 billion worth of tanks to Saudi
Arabia. This is outrageous given their human rights record. But
having driven down our dollar, Saudi Arabia should be saving
several billion in buying our tanks.
This is a teachable moment. There is much more to the
Canadian economy than bitumen. 0
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Squamish No To Pipeline Test

Squamish Council is opposed to the
development of the Woodfibre LNG export
plant. It took the first opportunity to express
this opposition by voting against test drilling
for the gas supply pipeline.
The Woodfibre LNG proposal may well be
the first one developed under the provincial
government’s drive to create an LNG export
industry. This may be because the proposed
plant is relatively small, with a capacity of only
two million tonnes per year. It can be powered
by a BCHydro line, and supplied with gas by an
additional pipeline parallel to the FortisBC
‘Vancouver Island’ line that supplies the
Sunshine Coast. The site also has deepwater
access for docking LNG tankers.
However, in a crowded council chamber on
January 21, Squamish Council refused
permission for FortisBC to carry out test
drilling for the new pipeline. The vote was
close, at 4-3.
Mayor Patricia Heintzman expressed her
concerns about the proposed pipeline location,
compression stations (one of which is in
Squamish), and the impact of the proposed
liquifaction plant on Howe Sound. ‘I don’t
think it’s a positive for the community in the
long term,’ she said.
FortisBC have emphasized that its
‘horizontal directional drilling’ would put the
pipeline 50-70 metres below the bed of the
Squamish River. The company termed
council’s decision ‘unfortunate’.

Weaver Proposes
Elimination Of BC MSP
Premiums

Green Party MLA Andrew Weaver has
proposed that Medical Services Plan
premiums be eliminated and rolled into
provincial income taxes, like other provinces.
Without them rolled-in, BC is able to claim the
lowest income tax rate in Canada.

NEWS IN BRIEF, please turn to page 9

Islands Trust 2015-16 budget

The Islands Trust Council is seeking public feedback on its
proposed budget for 2015-2016. Trust Council’s Financial
Planning Committee is recommending a budget of $7.18
million. There is no increase in the tax requisition associated
with the proposed budget, except for the Salt Spring Island
Local Trust Area and Bowen Island Municipality.
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee has requested
a Special Property Tax Requisition of $119,500 to continue
coordination of watershed management on the island. It would
be collected only within the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area,
and represent a nominal increase in the tax requisition from last
fiscal year. More information is available on the Islands Trust
website.
Bowen Island taxpayers contribute a proportionate share of
the cost of operations of the Trust Council and the Trust Fund
Board as defined by the provincial Islands Trust Act. If the
proposed budget is approved, property owners within the
Bowen Island Municipality would contribute $229,596 towards
the cost of Trust Council and Trust Fund Board operations. This
would represent an increase of $14,943 in the overall
contribution from Bowen Island, compared to 2014-2015. The
actual taxes paid by individual property owners could go up or
down with changes in their relative assessed property value. The
projected increase in the total contribution from Bowen Island
relates to higher assessed values of Bowen Island properties as
a percentage of the total assessed value of all properties in the
Islands Trust area.
While the Trust Council is proposing the same tax requisition
as last year, there would be an increase of $130,176 in expenses
over 2014-2015. That increase will enable the Islands Trust to
maintain its core functions and complete work on compliance
with provincial requirements under the Riparian Areas
Regulation. This provincial regulation requires local
governments to ensure that fish habitat within their jurisdiction
is protected to specific standards defined by Section 12 of the
Fish Protection Act.
The budget proposal is available online at
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/trust-council/budget. Three feedback
opportunities are provided: feedback received by noon
Wednesday, February 11, will be included as part of the
Financial Planning Committee’s budget recommendation to
Trust Council; feedback received by noon, Thursday, February
19, will be included in the public Trust Council meeting agenda
package; feedback received by noon Friday, February 27, will
be included for Trust Council’s consideration at its March 1012 meeting.
Comments can be sent to: Islands Trust Council, Attention:
Treasurer at #200-1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8R 1H8; by
fax: 250.405.5155 or by e-mail: budget@islandstrust.bc.ca. 0
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he Governor of the Bank of Canada, Steven Poloz, has
dropped our interest rates to help avoid the threat of
deflation. In doing so, he gave his judgment that the
dropping price of a barrel of oil was unequivocally bad news for
the Canadian economy. Finance Minister Joe Oliver has so lost
his way in the face of a relatively minor fiscal impact of reduced
oil prices that he has postponed the budget to April, or maybe
even May. It may surprise readers that I would describe the
fiscal impact of the plummeting price of oil as relatively minor.
The fiscal impact is small because oil was contributing very little
to our total government revenues. Oil based taxes were less than
1% of government revenue and the oil sands only 2% of GDP.
The public sector is 40% of GDP.
Contradicting our Governor of the Bank of Canada, the
Royal Bank of Canada’s senior economists have analysed the
drop in our dollar as overall positive to our economy.
So why has Oliver postponed the budget? He is not facing a
fiscal problem. He is not facing an economic problem. He is
facing a political problem. Harper made a whack of election
promises in 2011 based on a balanced budget. And he wants to
roll out those goodies before the 2015 election.
The Prime Minister’s 2011 election promises were made
with the commitment that they would be implemented as soon
as the budget is balanced. Assuming that would be the case for
2015, Harper has committed to some very expensive new
programmes, geared to an election. He hopes to declare a
narrow surplus and keep all the expensive promises for income
splitting and increased child benefits. There is a $3 billion
contingency fund for just such purposes. As leader of the Green
Party of Canada, I will not be quick to criticize a deficit, as long
as the deficit is acknowledged and the planned new
programmes are cancelled or deferred.
Many sectors of the Canadian economy will benefit from the
lower dollar. And while the long term environmental impacts
of low gas prices are not beneficial to fighting climate change,
short term impacts are helpful. Here is my top ten list of the
benefit of the dropping price of a barrel of oil:
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MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
Regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held on
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 at
Fulford Elementary School. Meeting
commencing at 1pm. Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–board
-meetings. Public Welcome!
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Review: Party of One
Greg Nicholls

Prime Minister Stephen Harper
spent $28 million of taxpayers’
money to commemorate the War
of 1812. He has also gone to great
lengths to reduce the amount his
government spends on caring for
thousands of veterans who
returned from Afghanistan
injured in body or mind.
This is one of many
indictments levelled at the prime
minister in Party of One, the
latest book by investigative
journalist Michael Harris.
Harris also details how Mr Harper, who has campaigned on
promises of open government, has virtually gagged his MPs,
bureaucrats, and even the military, insisting that all information
that reaches the public must pass first through his office. And
what is allowed to emerge from the PMO, Harris suggests,
might bear little resemblance to what went in.
The F35 debacle is a case in point. We might never know
what led the PM to order this military aircraft, which may be of
limited usefulness in the Canadian context. And we might never
know the true cost of it. Estimates of its cost over its (projected)
42 years of use vary from $45.8 to $70 billion. My guess is that
it will be obsolete long before the contract is up, replaced by a
new generation of drones.
Harris also illustrates the PM’s style by taking us through the
robocalls scandal, the senate scandal, and the expensive and
largely futile war in Afghanistan. He frequently points to this
government’s four ways of dealing with awkward questions:
ignore, deny, attack the messenger, and find a scapegoat.
Elsewhere, we are reminded of Mr Harper’s aversion to
scientific research, which has the nasty habit of suggesting that
some of his policies might be bad ideas. So when research-based
knowledge conflicts with ideology, he ignores the knowledge,
and sometimes fires the scientist or closes down the research
facility.
There is much more of interest in Mr Harris’s book, now in
the library, though it comes with a warning: some chapters are
very detailed, so skim them unless you’re a detail-junkie.
Otherwise it’s a good read for all political stripes, perhaps
especially Conservatives, who might want to ask themselves if
they are happy having a government that is a Party of One. 0

Readers’ Letters

Caribou and Wolf Survival

This letter was sent to Minister Steve Thomson, Minister Mary
Polak, Assistant Deputy Minister Tom Ethier, and Premier
Christy Clark.

I am writing to express my opposition to the planned wolf kill
program that the BC government is considering. Killing more than
180 wolves through aerial hunting, in the absence of protecting
adequate caribou habitat, is unjustifiable. Wolves are social animals
which are integral to ecosystem function. They deserve protection
and should not be exterminated because the BC government has
failed to protect enough habitat for caribou.
Let me give you an example from my professional experience
with caribou during my work as senior park planner with Parks
Canada. I happened to study the mountain caribou presence in
Banff and Jasper in the 1970s.
The caribou are very sensitive to habitat incursions. For
example: in 1915 there was a sizeable herd of caribou in Hamber
provincial park near Fortress Lake. Then BC shrank Hamber,
which used to take up most of the northern half of the Rocky
Mountain Trench (so it could all be logged), and by the time in the
’70s when I was park planner for Banff, Jasper, etc, we had a mere
handful of caribou at Fortress Lake (Hamber being adjacent to
Banff), and about 5 around Maligne Lake. This is the Mountain
Caribou subspecies. Nothing to do with wolves. Lots to do with
people, especially when we put a paved highway into Maligne in
the ’60s. When I was a student at UBC there was really no public
access to Maligne. We once hiked the 18-mile long track where a
car or other carrier brought in the Brewster and Rocky Mountain
Tour guests to their accommodation at the lake. The
accommodation was then removed, the highway paved, and huge
parking lots put in, and the caribou disappeared. No wolves there
either, just mobs of people!
There are solutions and alternatives to protecting caribou, but
killing wolves should not be one of them. They are shy of people.
They don’t tolerate loss of habitat.
Eva Lyman, West Vancouver
Ed’s Note: see article, page 12.

More On Hydrogen Fuel Cell Cars

Dear Editor:
I was interested to read Island Tides’ article on hydrogen fuel
cell cars becoming available for sale next year (News In Brief,
December 11). The article claims that these vehicles have zero
GHG emissions.
While it is true that the car has no emissions from the
tailpipe, the hydrogen that it uses is generally refined from
natural gas. This is from Wikipedia: ‘Currently, the majority of
hydrogen (∼95%) is produced from fossil fuels by steam
reforming or partial oxidation of methane and coal gasification
with only a small quantity by other routes such as biomass
gasification or electrolysis of water.’
Producing hydrogen from electrolysis, which separates the
hydrogen from water using electricity, is a very inefficient use
of electricity to power a car. Much better to simply use a battery
powered electric car. From an article on the energy collective:
‘The entire process of electrolysis, transportation, pumping and
fuel-cell conversion would leave only about 20-25% of the
original zero-carbon electricity to drive the motor.’
From research, it is clear that hydrogen fuel cell cars are not
green at all. Toyota and Hyundai are all hot air on this one.
David Elderton, Salt Spring

Deer Problem In Oak Bay

Dear Editor:
Many of Island Tides readers will know of our mayor Nils
Jensen’s plan to kill 25 of our deer here in Oak Bay. We have other
issues as well, including monster homes and selfish development.
With the shelving of the floor area ratio plan that would have
limited the size of house on a small lot and the embracing of the
new OCP which encourages massive development, including
duplexes, I have come up with a brilliant plan to solve our deer
problem.
First, clear your property of any trees and remove anything
remotely green. Second, build a very large house—the more
imposing the better—and make absolute sure it has no set backs
or side gardens to attract the deer.
There will be nothing left for the deer to eat, so to avoid
starving to death they will move on in search of greener pastures
—problem solved!
Rachel McDonnell, Oak Bay

BC Ferries FOI Request Denied

Dear Editor:
Early in 2014, I asked the chair of the Salt Spring Island Ferry
Advisory Committee to try to get fuel consumption data for the
ferries on the three routes (Nº4, Nº6, and Nºs 9/9a) which
serve Salt Spring Island. I did this because our Climate Action
Council, of which I am a director, is interested in updating our
community’s carbon footprint in order to see how we are
progressing in meeting our targets and timetables for the
reduction of greenhouse gases. These, of course, are part of our
Official Community Plan, since the province mandated all local
governments to set these targets and timetables.

BC Ferries stalled and stalled in producing the data, and on
November 14, I filed a Freedom of Information request with the
company.
On January 7, I received a letter from BC Ferries informing
us that they would not comply with the request. In brief, the
company said that: ‘The release of the requested information
could reasonably be expected to harm the integrity of the
procurement process for seeking an alternative service provider
on routes 4, 6, and 9 (including 9a) and, as such, is exempted
from disclosure.’
We find it entirely inappropriate that a publicly-owned
corporation, subsidized by the taxpayer, should hide behind a
commercial confidentiality clause to refuse to provide
information that helps communities reach provinciallymandated greenhouse gas emission targets. We are appealing
the decision.
George Ehring, Salt Spring Island

Maple Leaf Flag At Fifty

Dear Editor:
February 15, 2015, marks the fiftieth anniversary of the maple
leaf flag that signifies Canada to the world. How will you
celebrate our National Flag Day on Feb 15 ?
We have not heard much about this event from our federal
Conservative Government. Is this another notable anniversary
and neglected opportunity, like the repatriation of the Canadian
Constitution that received so little attention from Harper and
company?
National Flag Day seems to lack the appeal of the War of
1812 (which, by the way, had its finish in the British defeat at
the Battle of New Orleans two hundred years ago this January.)
Perhaps, as our Member of Parliament, Elizabeth May
suggested at a recent town hall meeting on Saturna Island, it is
because National Flag Day was an act of a Liberal government,
led by the Nobel Peace Prize winner Lester Pearson?
Even worse, it was a Liberal minority government willing
and able to work with an opposition party, the New Democratic
Party, led by the much esteemed David Lewis. This ‘coalition’,
a much feared and despised word in some current Ottawa
circles, cooperated in the public good to bring such benefits as
a national flag, the Canada Pension Plan and Universal Health
Care—legislation that is now considered a part of the fabric of
Canada. Not many tax breaks though.
The new maple leaf flag was strongly disliked in my family.
Since about 1902 the British Red Ensign with one of a series of
composites of all the provincial coats of arms on the fly was the
unofficial flag of Canada.
It was the flag that my grandfather, in WWI, and my father,
in WWII, considered their national banner, though it was not.
The Union Flag of Great Britain—the Union Jack—was
Canada’s official national flag. Which is not remarkable because
until 1946 there was no such thing as a Canadian citizen: we
were British Subjects born in Canada. That is until the first
Canadian Citizenship Act was proclaimed, in January, 1947.
During the lead up to the adoption of a truly Canadian flag
there was a great flurry of designs and furor of selection. A look
at that fantastic research tool Wikipedia will give you a good
version of the story of how the final design was agreed upon,
just barely.
I admit that our flag has grown on me as years pass. It is
everything that a national flag should be: simple, bold and
instantly recognizable—and somehow the red and white fits
against the blue of the sky so well. It is not the remainder of
colonialism that the Red Ensign was, though I still cherish that
flag—it is the banner of a nation made of many parts and
peoples that has won a place for itself among the nations of the
world through much sacrifice, pain, loss, dedication and
damned hard work—maitre chez nous!
I am not suggesting that we all wrap ourselves in our national
flag on Feb 15. But perhaps in some polite, reserved, Canadian
way we might display and honour our maple leaf flag, especially
in this its fiftieth year.
John Wiznuk, Saturna Island

Egg On His Face

Dear Editor:
Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird isn’t the only one with egg
on his face after his disastrous Middle East excursion.
Stephen Harper, the author of Canada’s scrambled
international policies, is equally splattered, as is every Canadian
who can recall a time when Canada was an honoured and well
respected member of the United Nations.
John Baird may mockingly brush off his Palestinian pelting
by stating, ‘I’ve had a lot worse,’ but he is missing the point; for
no matter how inured he may be to having objects thrown at
him, Canada, the country he represents, is not.
Our Minister’s chicken-hearted and precipitous retreat can
only deepen the yearning of Canadians for a more balanced and
nuanced foreign policy, but until that time, I will misquote
Winston Churchill in observing, ‘Never have so many, owed so
much—to just one chicken’.
Mike Ward, Duncan
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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Lynne Quarmby
Speaks To Last
September’s
Vancouver People’s
Climate March

Look at you all! What
are you doing here?
Haven’t you been
paying attention to the
misinformation
and
propaganda that you’ve
been bombarded with?
‘Climate change is
nothing to worry about’.
Our governments have
confidently told us that
it is not something we
should be concerned
about.
Trust us, they say.
We don’t need to
consider climate change
when we approve plans
for new pipelines, new
coal mines, new coal ports and new LNG gas plants (liquefied
natural gas). Ignore those pesky foreign-funded, radical
extremists that are exaggerating the risks of climate change.
Don’t worry.
We wish it were so. But...we know that well-established
science is telling us that human-caused climate change is under
way and gaining momentum.
We know that people around the world are already suffering
the consequences of extreme weather. We know about ocean
acidification. Our beloved Salish Sea is already out of balance;
oyster and scallop larvae cannot form their shells in our
acidified waters. We know that we need to be transitioning away
from fossil fuels.
We know all of this and much, much more.
So who is telling us that we don’t need to worry about climate
change? Our governments? Wait. Aren’t they the people that
we elect to look after the public interest? Let me see if I can think
of a nice way to say this—we have been betrayed. Stephen
Harper and Christy Clark are answering to corporate persons,
not to citizens. Our democracy is in trouble.
There is an urgent need for us to put a stop to the fossil fuel
madness. I’ll pick one example out of dozens: The Vancouver
Port Authority has approved an enormous new coal port at the
Fraser Surrey Docks to export US coal to China, via Texada
Island. This project is such a bad deal that every single port
along the US west coast has turned it down. We said ‘Yes’.
This project will create 40 jobs in BC; 25 at FSD, 15 at
Texada. Those 40 jobs will put more GHG [greenhouse gas]
into the atmosphere than all of the cars in BC every year for the
lifetime of the port. No-one can tell me that we need this port
because it is good for the economy. Unless by ‘economy’ they
mean the bank accounts of a few very rich people.
Are we going to take that ‘Yes’ for an answer? I didn’t think
so. ‘What can I do?’ I hear you asking. Here are 10 things. Are
you ready?
1. Be tuned in. The Harper and Clark governments are
both very good at slipping approvals through quietly. These
things are often not covered in the mainstream media; they are
discovered by activists with highly tuned radar. Get on mailing
lists, follow us on social media. The more you are in tune with
what is happening, the clearer it will be to you what you can do
to help stop these projects.
2. Divest. If you are fortunate enough to have money to
invest, make sure that you divest from fossil fuels. If you do it
sooner rather than later, maybe you can avoid losing a bundle
when those fossil fuel companies are finally forced to strand
their still-in-the-ground-but-already-on-the-books assets.
3. Do your thing, but do it for change. If you teach,
teach about climate change, social inequity and the dangers of
an eroding democracy. If you are a member of a labour union,
talk with your union about ways that labour can assist in the
transitions we need. If you are an entrepreneur, find a niche; a
society based on renewable energy and energy efficiency is
entirely feasible. Help make it happen.
4. Pick a cause. Inequality is an important underlying
cause of the problems in our democracy and those problems
are feeding climate change. Campaign to make minimum wage
a living wage; learn about universal basic income. Work for fair
tax structures.
Find a political candidate to support. Run for office. Attend
All Candidates Meetings. Ask questions. Put renewables on a
level playing field: Insist that companies no longer get to freely
dump their toxins into our air, our water and our soil. Learn
why FIPA is such a bad deal for the climate.
5. Support others who have chosen a different cause or a
different approach.
6. Change your behaviours. Fly less, eat less meat, use

Before and after seaweed harvesting in Deep Bay, eastern Vancouver Island. (See letter below).

LETTERS from previous page

Deep Bay Seaweed Harvest

Dear Editor:
A year and a half after the BC Ministry of Agriculture (MoA)
issued the first licenses for seaweed removal on Vancouver
Island, beginning with 5,000 tonnes of Mazaella japonica at
Deep Bay, Bowser in the Baynes Sound area all the seaweed
which herring and sand lance rely upon for spawning is gone;
the beaches are empty. There is no other herring spawning area
historically as important on BC coast. That this ‘test-harvest’ is
being conducted exactly in this location begs the question
whether MoA, which regulates aquaculture, simply has it in for
wild fish?
To take out the bottom of the food-chain, in the chief nursery
for forage fish, upon which Chinook salmon, and in turn Orcas,
rely is simply diabolical.
less power, drive less, buy less. Doing these things without
system change will not save the world, but they will empower
you and they are part of building a better world.
7. Talk about climate change with friends, neighbours,
and co-workers.
8. Do not accept that the economy trumps
everything.
9. Support those who do direct action. Deliver a hot
meal to someone sitting in the mud in front of a crane at Fraser
Surrey Docks. Show up and bear witness. And if you are willing
to get arrested—please get trained in non-violent resistance.
There is a guide posted at tssu.ca. And make sure you are
participating in a well organized action with sufficient support.
Stay safe.
10. My final point is directed to law enforcement
officers and national security agents. I call on you to
recognize the deep frustrations that have built up in the face of
this massive failure on the part of our governments. I ask you
to think of your own futures, your own children. Stay tuned to
your own moral compass. Refuse to be provocateurs.
Remember who the real villains are and remember what
brought us to this. And when you are face-to-face with an angry
young person chained to a bulldozer—someone who may be
spewing hatred at you because to them you represent the state
and they are angry and frightened—please remember
compassion. Understand their pain. The anger is not about you.
Treat them gently. Treat us all gently… for I will be out there
with them.
Professor Lynne Quarmby is Chair of SFU’s Department Of
Molecular Biology And Biochemistry. She was one of five
people sued for $5 million by Kinder Morgan for her
participation in the Burnaby Mountain pipeline protests.
She is the Green Party of Canada candidate for the new
electoral area of Burnaby–North Seymour, and was recently
appointed as Science Policy Critic for the Green Party. 0

Photos: Len Walker

Mazaella japonica is a red seaweed from which carrageenan
is extracted for use in vegan-friendly, non-animal food
thickeners, shampoos, and cosmetics. Beaver Meadow Farm, a
pastured cattle operation in Comox, has received Salmon-SafeBC ‘eco-certification’ from the Pacific Salmon Foundation to
feed 300 tonnes of seaweed to its cows.
However, the seaweed is laden with minute microorganisms that decompose it to provide nutrition and habitat
for sand-lance embryos and herring eggs, a part of the web of
life that sustains 165 species of birds and marine organisms in
Baynes Sound.
Along with a moratorium on herring and herring-roe
fisheries, both of which undercut the ocean web of life, there has
to be an immediate ban on seaweed removal and issuing of
further licenses by Ministry of Agriculture.
Andy Sinats, Lasqueti Island

A Senate Seat To Represent
Vancouver Island

A version of this letter was sent to Prime Minister Stephen
Harper.

Dear Prime Minister Harper:
This open letter is a response to your December remark that
you’re not ‘getting a lot of calls from Canadians to name more
senators.’
If you decide to appoint just one senator this year, out of 13
vacancies, please consider the special place that Vancouver
Island played in confederation. Vancouver Island has 780,000
residents, and no representation in the Senate. One of six seats
apportioned to BC is vacant and could redress this imbalance.
Vancouver Island’s history is rich, having an upper chamber
while still a colony and being the first elected parliamentary
democracy in the west prior to confederation. So too, our size,
island culture and unique coastal attributes warrant a voice in
our governance. If the Senate is to balance regional
representation in our country then it is only fair and reasonable
that at least one senator reside here and represent the interests
and perspective of Vancouver Islanders.
We know the Constitution presently ties your hands in terms
of what Senate seats are allocated to each region, and that your
efforts for senate reform were rejected by the Supreme Court
last March.
In the interest of good governance we would applaud any
initiative to identify Vancouver Island candidates for the Senate,
including a referendum in the upcoming federal election.
Laurie Gourlay, Vancouver Island 0
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Directly Affected

n January 15 well over a hundred
Pender Islanders participated in the
Raincoast Conservation Foundation’s
showing of their new documentary Directly
Affected about Kinder Morgan’s proposal to
expand the Trans Mountain pipeline. This
proposal, if approved by the National Energy
Board (NEB) and the Harper cabinet, will
dramatically increase the number of oil tankers
filled with chemically diluted bitumen from
Alberta’s tar sands transiting through
Boundary Pass and around Turn Point. Special
navigational rules apply to these waters
because of the potential shipping hazard.
The screening provided a springboard for a
community dialogue about how approval of
the Kinder Morgan proposal would increase
the risk of an oil spill along our shores directly
opposite Turn Point, impacting our marine
environment and compromising our already
challenged Gulf Islands economy.
Following the film, a panel with Misty
MacDuffee, Raincoast Director; Mae Moore,
Pender Ocean Defenders (POD); Adam Olsen,
Tsartlip First Nation and BC Green Party
Interim Leader; and Zack Embree, Raincoast

T

- Paul Petrie

filmmaker, led a wide ranging discussion on
the impact the increased tanker traffic will have
on our islands.
MacDuffee, an NEB intervener for
Raincoast, detailed the flawed NEB process
designed to mute the public’s voice on this
important issue and commented on the
withdrawal of key intervener Marc Eliesen
(whose withdrawal letter appeared in the
January 22 edition of Island Tides).
Moore provided an impassioned plea to
take action to protect our sensitive marine
environment with special attention on
protecting Southern Resident Orcas.
Olsen, who made an oral presentation to
the NEB panel in November, provided an
insightful description of the Saanich First
Nations’ revival of the reef net fishery which is
protected by the Douglas Treaty. He explained
how the increased oil tanker traffic will
undermine this treaty-protected right and
outlined steps First Nations can take to protect
their rights.
Embree commented on the growing
grassroots movement opposed to the pipeline
expansion. He said Raincoast’s upcoming

Crystal Smith de Molina and daughter

On Friday, January 16 in North Saanich, Elizabeth May MP, Judy Peterson, and
Minister John Duncan celebrate the passage of ‘Lindsey’s Law’, a DNA data
bank for missing persons. Judy is the mother of Lindsey, who went missing
twenty years ago at age 14. Judy’s determination led to the bill.

national tour will support and reinforce this
movement which will determine whether
citizens will withhold ‘social license’ for the
project, even if the NEB and the Harper cabinet
approves the proposed expansion.
Much of the evening was devoted to
commentary and questions from Islanders
attending this event. Plans for several further
initiatives to focus on ‘taking action on climate
change’, ‘protecting our marine environment’,
and ‘responding to the Kinder Morgan
proposal’ took shape following the community
dialogue portion of the evening.
Pender poet Leslie McBain’s poem ‘Mother
Earth On the Line’ set the tone at the outset of
the evening with Mother Earth’s cell phone call
to all her children to ‘pull together’ to reverse
this path toward destruction before it’s too late.
The mood of those present toward the end
of the evening was captivated by Tsimshian
and Haisla Nation poet Crystal Smith de
Molina’s poem ‘I am a casualty’ which is
displayed at the BC Museum of Anthropology.
While standing beside BC award winning
artist Mark Hobsen’s limited edition print
depicting Orcas ‘Playing in the Kelp’ (see photo,
left), Smith de Molina presented her poem
while her five-year-old daughter stood by her
side. The poem describes an Orca who sadly
becomes caught in an oil spill, a casualty of the
blind greed that puts ‘oil before water’ in

pursuit of profits at any cost.
The mood in the hall was still electric when
Brent Marsden started the auction for
Hobson’s print to help cover some of the
expenses for the event. The bid had reached
$325 when someone from the audience
proposed that if everyone pitched in $5, we
could purchase the print for the community
hall and double the bid. Hands shot up all over
the hall with approval. As a result $767.75 was
raised to cover event expenses and fund future
related events.
The last part of the program saw continuing
informal dialogue stimulated by information
tables from Raincoast Conservation
Foundation; Pender Conservancy (PICA);
Pender Solar Initiative 2020; POD; and Dog
Mermaid Kayaking which included a life size
replica of J-50, the newest member of J-pod.
The event was co-sponsored by Raincoast,
PICA, Friends of Brooks Point, and Dog
Mermaid, supported by POD, Greenangels
Woodchoppers and the Pender Chamber of
Commerce.
There was little doubt among those
attending the event that we are all directly
affected by the Kinder Morgan proposal. There
was also a growing appreciation that we must
all become directly involved if we want to
protect our fragile marine environment and
secure our Gulf Island economy. 0

steadily. Kitchen scraps are being transferred
from Hartland and processed by Harvest
Power to produce both green energy and
compost. Other on- and off-Vancouver Island
processing facilities are also available to take
kitchen scraps from the CRD.
The region is currently requesting proposals
for the development of a kitchen scraps

processing facility in, or within proximity of,
the region. This process has the best potential
to create long-term and sustainable local
processing capacity. The construction
completion date of a processing facility is
dependent on technology and location, and
could take up to two years. 0

Kitchen Scraps Banned From CRD Garbage

he Capital Regional District’s ban on
kitchen scraps came into effect on
January 1, 2015. The landfill restriction
applies to waste generated by both the
residential and commercial sector destined for
Hartland landfill. So how might you be
affected?
Kitchen scraps are organic waste materials
that include meat, bones, grains, dairy
products, eggs, vegetables, fruits, and soiled
paper products. As a resident of the capital
region, you are now required to keep your
kitchen scraps out of your household garbage.
Once separated, how it can be managed will
depend on where you live.
Residents living in communities without
municipal collection services will need to
arrange a kitchen scraps hauling service (a fee
will apply), or find a drop-off for your bucket of
kitchen scraps—Hartland Landfill has one. A
detailed list of depots and haulers is available
at www.myrecyclopedia.ca.
You can install a backyard food-waste
digester or create another efficient method of
composting scraps at home. Contact your local
recycling depot or the Compost Education
Centre (250.386.9676, or www.compost.bc.ca)
for more information.
Best of all, reduce the amount of food
wastage in your household.

It All Started With Paper…

Once upon a time, paper was a major part of
our waste. Once we realized that it could be
recycled and serve a greater purpose, we
banned it from our garbage. Just like paper,
www.islandtides.com

organic waste has a higher value than as
garbage heading to our landfill.
Organic waste, such as kitchen scraps,
constitutes 30% of the waste stream at
Hartland landfill. In order to achieve the
region’s waste diversion goals, these materials
must be diverted from the waste stream.
Kitchen scraps are a valuable resource. By
separating them for composting, kitchen
scraps can be turned into an important soil
amendment. Composted kitchen scraps
contain nutrients and minerals essential for
healthy plant development. They also
encourage healthy soil ecosystems through the
addition of micro-organisms. These organisms
can help reduce garden pests and encourage
beneficial insects, which can reduce or
eliminate pesticide use.
This landfill disposal ban will be enforced
the same as the region’s other disposal bans.
Waste is inspected when it is delivered to
Hartland landfill. If a waste load contains
excessive amounts of recyclable or
compostable materials, the hauler may be
subject to ticketing under CRD bylaw, in
addition to the cost of disposal. When new
bans are introduced, there is a transition period
where reminders are issued to educate and
inform before transitioning to the issuance of
tickets.

A New Future For Kitchen
Scraps?

Currently, the Hartland Landfill kitchen scraps
transfer station is open to both the public and
private haulers; tonnages are increasing

FOOD SCRAPS SERVICES IN THE CRD

WHERE YOU LIVE
Esquimalt
Oak Bay
Saanich

COLLECTION TYPE

Municipal collection
using municipal
personnel

Victoria
Sidney
View Royal

COLLECTION PROGRAM DETAILS

Service launched 2014
Service launched 2014
Service launched 2014
Service launched 2013

Municipal collection
using private
contractor

Service launched 2014
Service launched 2007

Central Saanich
Colwood
Highlands
Juan de Fuca E.A.
Langford
Metchosin
North Saanich
Salt Spring Island
Sooke
Southern Gulf Islands E.A.
Multi-Family Homes

Collection by private
service provider

Collection by private
service provider

Contact your private hauler
for collection options OR visit
myrecyclopedia.ca for a listing of
service providers.

Contact your property manager or
building owner for collection options
OR visit myrecyclopedia.ca.

Walbran Valley at risk of old-growth logging
Photo: TJ Watt

T

he Ancient Forest Alliance is calling on the BC
government to implement a comprehensive sciencebased plan to protect BC’s endangered old-growth
forests, and to also ensure a sustainable, value-added secondgrowth forest industry.
Old-growth forests are vital to sustain endangered species,
climate stability, tourism, clean water, wild salmon, and the
cultures of many First Nations. Ecological surveys in Vancouver
Island’s Walbran Valley have revealed the presence of species
at risk including marbled murrelets, Queen Charlotte goshawks,
red-legged frogs, Vaux’s swifts, and Keen’s long-eared myotis,
as well as cougars, wolves, black bears, elk, black-tailed deer,
steelhead, and coho salmon.
While most of the Upper Walbran Valley has already been
heavily fragmented by old-growth logging, two major tracts of
ancient forest remain largely unlogged: Castle Grove and
Central Walbran Ancient Forest, which abuts the boundary of
the Carmanah-Walbran Provincial Park.
In November, signs of logging intent were discovered.
Ancient Forest Alliance (AFA) activists TJ Watt and Jackie Korn
documented survey tape marked ‘Falling Boundary’ and ‘Road
Location’ in the Central Walbran Ancient Forest, one of the last,
largely-intact sections of the unprotected portion of the valley.
‘Because of the ideal growing conditions in the region,
Canada’s temperate rainforests reach their most magnificent
proportions in the Walbran and Carmanah Valleys. It’s our
version of America’s redwoods. Unfortunately, the upper half
of the Walbran Valley remains open for logging. The area
currently threatened, as well as the Castle Grove, constitute the
most ecologically significant and intact sections left in the Upper
Walbran Valley. They must be protected’, says TJ Watt.
According to an email from the Ministry of Forests, Lands,
and Natural Resource Operations, logging rights owner Teal
Jones Group has not applied for any cutting or road building
permits. However, the flagging tape clearly denotes the
company’s interest in potentially logging the area, says the
Ancient Forest Alliance.

The Walbran

The Walbran Valley is about 13,000 hectares in size, with about
5,500 hectares of the Lower Walbran Valley protected within
the Carmanah-Walbran Provincial Park and about 7,500
hectares of the Upper Walbran Valley remaining unprotected.
‘Across southern Vancouver Island, the remaining
unprotected old-growth forests are heavily tattered. The Central
Walbran Ancient Forest is still largely intact and represents
some of the ‘last of the best’ old-growth temperate rainforest in
Canada—to let it get logged would be a national travesty. The
government should immediately take steps to protect the Upper
Walbran Valley,’ comments Ken Wu, Ancient Forest Alliance
executive director.
While small sections of the Central Walbran Ancient Forest
are protected within Riparian Reserves and Old-Growth

THE LEGENDARY WALBRAN

Management Areas, the vast majority of the area is open for
logging. The Central Walbran Ancient Forest is a popular and
heavily used area by recreationalists, where the main boardwalk
trails for hiking, riverside camping area, Emerald Pool
swimming area, and the spectacular Fletcher Falls are found.
The area’s old-growth western red cedar, Sitka spruce, and
hemlock forests have been proposed for protection by the
environmental movement since the early 1990s, when the
Walbran Valley was ‘ground zero’ for protests by the
environmental movement on southern Vancouver Island. The
early Walbran Valley protests played an important role in
supporting the build-up towards the massive Clayoquot Sound
protests near Tofino on Vancouver Island in 1993.
Conservationists are calling for that area’s protection through a
new provincial conservancy designation.

Logging Would Threaten Adjacent
Protected Areas

Central Walbran Ancient Forest, Castle Grove, and adjacent
unprotected forests were designated as a ‘Special Management
Zone’ (SMZ) by the BC government in 1994. The SMZ is
managed to maintain its environmental and biodiversity
values—however, numerous destructive clearcuts have
damaged much of the SMZ over the past 20 years.
The new flagging tape indicates that potential logging could
occur on the mountainside adjacent to Tolkien Grove and come
to within a few dozen meters of the grove which includes the
Tolkien Giant, a 16 foot (5 metre) diameter red cedar, one of the
largest trees in the province, growing within the grove of dozens
of giant red cedars. While the Tolkien Grove is protected within
an Old-Growth Management Area, logging would fragment
wildlife habitat and threatens erosion/siltation from the
mountainside during heavy rains. Across the river from the new
flagging tape is Castle Grove, the finest, unprotected stand of
monumental old-growth western red cedar trees in Canada.
Teal Jones Group had flagged part of Castle Grove for
logging in the summer of 2012, but after a public campaign by
the Ancient Forest Alliance, it was reported in November of
2012 that the company was not intending to log Castle Grove.
In order to placate public fears about the loss of BC’s
endangered old-growth forests, the BC government is including
hundreds of thousands of hectares of marginal, low productivity
forests growing in bogs and at high elevations with smaller,
stunted trees, lumped in with the large tree old-growth forests
where most logging takes place says Wu. ‘It’s like including your
Monopoly money with your real money and then claiming to
be a millionaire, so why curtail spending?’. 0

<

Did you appreciate this article?
Help Island Tides pay for publishing it!

Mail or phone in your $30 annual subscription today.
Don’t delay—be part of the Island Tides team.
250-216-2267. Thank you!
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Canada’s Mining
Record Abroad Not
Golden - David Suzuki

Global mining production, including fossil fuels, has almost
doubled since 1984, from just over nine-billion tonnes to almost
17-billion in 2012, with the greatest increases over the past 10
years.
It’s partly to meet rising demand from expanding human
populations and supply the cycle of consumerism that fuels the
global economy through planned obsolescence, marketing
unnecessary products, and wasteful technologies.
And, as the British Geological Survey notes, ‘It may be
uncomfortable to acknowledge, but wars have been the drivers
for many of mankind’s technological developments. Such
technologies depend on secure supplies of numerous mineral
commodities for which demand inevitably escalates in times of
war.’
Mining is important to human well-being, but the current
economic system means it’s often aimed at maximizing profit
with little regard for people or the environment. It’s one area
where Canadians can make a difference.
Canada is a global leader in mining, especially in Latin
America. According to the Mining Association of Canada,
‘Almost 60% of the world’s public mining companies are listed
on the TSX and TSX-Venture Exchanges, and 70% of the equity
capital raised globally for mining companies is raised on these
exchanges.’ The association adds, ‘Canadian-headquartered
mining companies accounted for nearly 37% of budgeted
worldwide exploration expenditures in 2012.’ Canada has also
tied foreign aid to support for mining interests.
Canadian mining companies haven’t always had a great
record for environmental and social responsibility in
communities where they operate—but public scrutiny and
pressure may be helping to change that. In the face of criticism,
industry leaders insist practices are improving. ‘The Canadian
MINING, please turn to page 9

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Sat, Sun & Mon, February 7, 8 & 9

Family Day Weekend Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship and toddler pool, swirlpool,
steam, and sauna • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk
Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) •
Sat: 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; Sun: 1-4pm; 6-8pm; Mon: 10 amnoon,1-4 pm • SAANICH

Friday, February 13

Townhall Meeting with Green Party leader
Elizabeth May and Nanaimo-Ladysmith
candidate Paul Manly—Bring questions; get
answers; the Gabriola bus, Blanche, will transport
May and Manly to the hall; join them for the return
trip • Meeting: 7 pm; Gabriola Community Hall • Bus
leaves Folklife Village: 6:30 pm; return trip $5; contact
nanaimo-ladysmith@greenparty.ca • GABRIOLA

Friday thru Sunday, February 20-22

Galiano Island Books presents the 6th Annual
Galiano Literary Festival—writing workshops,
readings and panel discussions with fiction,
nonfiction and poetry writers from all over BC
and beyond • Galiano Oceanfront Inn • Tickets &
info: www.galianoliteraryfestival.com,
250.539.3340, lee@galianoliteraryfestival.com •
GALIANO

Friday to Sunday, February 20-22

Food! A Retreat On Pender—led by The Rev
Canon Dr Cathy Campbell, (Stations of the
Banquet, Faith Foundations for Food Justice,
and Food: as if faith matters); before ordination,
Cathy was on faculty at the Universities of
Toronto and Cornell in food policy and nutrition
• Fri, Feb 20: reception and potluck, 5:30pm •
St Peter’s Anglican Church Hall, 4603 Canal Road• Info:
penderandsaturna.org • PENDER

Sunday, February 22

7th Annual Maple Syrup Day at Harbour
House Hotel, Restaurant & Organic Farm—
Bring the family to see tapping demonstrations
and taste fresh syrup from big leaf maple trees •
Harbour House Hotel • 11am–3pm • Free
admission, hot chocolate and mini-pancakes •
Stay over from $84/night • Info: 1.888.799.5571,
www.saltspringharbourhouse.com • SALT SPRING

Thursday, February 26

FREE
SHIPPING
in Canada with
order over $70.

Entry Deadline for Call to Artists for ‘Small Expressions’
Show & Sale—two dimensional and
three dimensional artwork within
12”x12”x12”; presented by the
Community Arts Council of the Saanich Peninsula • Show runs:
March 4-March 29, Tulista Park Gallery, Sidney • Entry
form: www.cacsp.com/news/cacsp-small-expressions-showcall-to-artists/, or call 250-656-7400 • SIDNEY
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

www.islandtides.com
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ROUND THE ISLANDS
Candidate To Speak On Gabriola

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

Join Our Team

Community Health Workers
Casual Community Health Workers
needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.
Required Qualifications:
t)FBMUI$BSF"JEF3FTJEFOU$BSF"JEF
Certificate; or 1 year nursing education.
t3FHJTUSBUJPOXJUI#$$BSF"JEF3FHJTUSZ
XXXDBDIXSCDDB
t$SJNJOBMSFDPSEDIFDLDPOEVDUFEEVSJOH
hiring process.
t%SJWFST-JDFOTFBOESFMJBCMFDBSSFRVJSFE
and compensated.
We are especially interested in evening
BOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ
Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in
lieu of benefits
Please submit your resume, with
your hours of work availability to
hr@beaconcs.ca or:
Fax: 250-361-8720; Mail:
#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
2723 Quadra Street
7JDUPSJB #$75&

www.beaconcs.ca

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

Experience Counts!

ISLAND WATER TAXI

Connecting Sidney &
Southern Gulf Islands
BE SCHEDULE-FREE
BOOK YOUR GROUP TRIP
www.islandwatertaxi.ca

250-656-4826

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

1.888.296.8059

www.wintonhomes.ca
You’ll be right at home!
www.islandtides.com

Paul Manly, Green Party candidiate for the new federal riding
of Nanaimo–Ladysmith will hold a meet-the-candidate
townhall on Gabriola Island on Friday, February 13. Filmmaker
Manly was refused as an NDP nominee last June.
The Manly family are longtime NDP supporters but since
last year Paul has read Vision Green, the Green Party of
Canada’s statement of policies and programmes, and finds
himself in agreement with it.
He also says he is disappointed with the NDP position on
trade agreements. Last fall, the NDP voted in favour of the
Canada-Korea Free Trade Agreement (CKFTA), which came
into force last month. LG International Corp is a Korean
company which is invested in Compliance Energy. It would be
ironic if the Raven Coalmine was forced upon Vancouver
Islanders because of an investor-state tribunal, he comments.
Manly is currently finishing editing a video for Council of
Canadians about whistleblower Evan Vokes who warned about
the poor practises of TransCanada Pipelines.
At the townhall, he will be joined by Elizabeth May, MP for
Saanich-Gulf Islands, promising a lively evening. See ‘What’s
On?’ page 7 for details.

New Ferries

Brian Hollingshead’s article last edition describing the three
new intermediate class ferries and suggesting feedback to
vesselreplacement@bcferries.com brought a couple of
comments our way.
Virginia from Galiano said that there should be a pet room
on the deck level where owners can sit with their pets,
somewhere less noisy and cold than the car deck itself.
The switch to a lower car deck, accessible when needed
through a drop-down ramp deployed from the main deck floor,
bodes ill for loading times on the southern route. Because of
multi-island destinations, the entire load of cars will have to be
assembled at the Tsawwassen ferry terminal, including standbys, before loading can begin. The two drive-up upper decks,
which needed no deploying, previously shown at public
consultation meetings would probably have solved this crucial
on-time problem.
Go to www.bcferries.com/about/intermediatevessel.html to
view vessel plans. Suggestions can be emailed to
vesselreplacement@bcferries.com. This is your opportunity to
make the new service the best it can be.

Beginners’ Beekeeping Course

Salt Spring beginners’ beekeeping course is raising money for
‘Hives for Haiti’ this spring. Seventy-five percent of the proceeds
will go to the organization.
The course takes place at the Salt Spring Library on Tuesdays
from March 3 to April 14. A mix of background and hands-on,
it works to teach beginners everything they need to know to start
their own small colony.

Solar Rebates Offered Until March

The Solar CRD program is offering solar rebates until the end
of March 2015, on a first-come, first-serve basis. Interested
homeowners and businesses are being encouraged to act fast to
access the rebates, as solar installations can take up to two
months to complete.
For homeowners, the solar program incentives cover up to
a third of the cost of a solar hotwater system. After incentives,
eligible solar technology costs $5,500 on average. Lower-priced
seasonal systems are also available.
Businesses and non-profit commercial businesses interested
in going solar can now access increased incentives for larger
systems. The maximum incentives have recently increased from
$4,750 to $24,750 for buildings that use more than 19GJ/year,
or approximately 500 litres or more of hot water per day.
Solar CRD incentives are paid directly to Solar CRD
Registered Installers on complete installations, eliminating a
waiting period for solar savings. The incentives are funded by
the Government of Canada’s Clean Energy Fund.

Shoreline Cleanup Contest

A Coquitlam high school teacher has won the Great Canadian
Shoreline Cleanup contest. Leslie Ikeda has been cleaning up
BC’s shorelines for over a decade.

CVAG Winter Films Fundraiser

The Comox Valley Art Gallery (CVAG)’s Winter 2015 Film
Series began this January. The Film Series, an ongoing
fundraiser for CVAG, screens films from the Toronto
International Film Festival through the TIFF-Film Circuit.
Upcoming films are: February 8, a selection of Short Films
From Tiff; February 22, Two Days, One Night; March 8, Mr
Turner; March 22, Trick Or Treaty?
Founded in 1989, Film Circuit is Toronto Film Festival’s
successful film outreach program, bringing the best of
international and Canadian films to communities across the
country. Film Circuit serves 180 groups in 160 communities
across Canada and provides filmgoers an opportunity to see
films that may not be otherwise available in their region.
For more information on CVAG’s films, visit
www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com.

Winter Carnival and Silent Auction

A silent auction is being held to raise money for the Pender
Islands Elementary School. The auction, which began on

Photo: Mike Yip
A rough-legged hawk winters on Vancouver Island at the Nanaimo River estuary. These birds usually
pass over the island on their fall migration from the Arctic Tundra to southern United States.

February 2 and goes until February 19, takes
place at Talisman Books and consists of over
100 wonderful donated items and services. All
proceeds go to the school.
The auction ends with a Winter Carnival at
the school on February 19, from 5–8pm. There
will be games, concession, a photo booth,
candy floss, a bouncy castle, and raffles.

School Orchards Africa
Fundraiser

On Jan 10, over 50 people squeezed into
Wayne and Maureen Loiselle’s Thetis home for
an enjoyable evening of food, music, and a slide

Orchards in Tanzania

show presented as a fundraiser for School
Orchards Africa Society (SOAS).
After Virginia Lamb’s delicious meal, slides
were shown marking the progress of SOAS, a
local NGO which is planting orchards in poor
rural schools in Tanzania, Africa. The evening
was rounded out with the musical stylings of
Kate Weeks and Grant Simpson, from
Whitehorse, on piano, guitar, and vocals.
SOAS was founded by the Loiselles after a
trip to Tanzania in 2009 where they realized
the lack of educational opportunities for
elementary school children living in the remote
areas of the country. Wanting to help these
children and feeling a need to off-set the carbon
debt of a long plane flight, they helped a group
of native Tanzanians organize an NGO which
is called TANCAN. With friends from Gabriola,
Cowichan Bay, Duncan, Thetis and Port
Alberni, they also set up SOAS .
SOAS raises the money and gives guidance
to TANCAN who purchases the seedlings,
teaches the children how to plan, and installs
water catchment systems in schools. The
teachers and children have the responsibility
of planting and caring for the orchards,

including watering, weeding and mulching. To
date, a total of 1,200 fruit trees have been
planted (apple, peach, avocado and guava);
200 in each of 6 schools. The orchards belong
not just to the schools, but to the communities
as well. After four years the first two schools
have trees 3-5 meters tall that are beginning to
produce fruit.
Organizers want to give special thanks to
the Thetis Island community which has
generously supported SOAS. January 10’s
soiree raised $1,500. For more information or
to donate, visit www.schoolorchardsafrica.org.

Gabriola Radio Awarded
$30,000

Gabriola Island’s community radio station,
CKGI, has been awarded a $30,000 grant to
develop software that will allow Canadian
community stations to get out of the studio.
The grant, from the Community Radio
Fund of Canada (CRFC), will enable CKGI to
begin livestreaming over the internet from
virtually any location, once the necessary
software is in place.
‘Moving the interview studio to the kitchen
table in homes of our service area is an
evolutionary step in community radio,’ says
Gabriola Radio Society president Ken Zakreski.
The software will enable CKGI to track local
programming and to broadcast from live
concerts or people’s homes—or almost
anywhere in between.
Gabriola Radio will hire for various
positions related to the project. The jobs will be
posted on its website at ckgi.ca, where the
station’s current programming is also available
as podcasts. CKGI is working to meet a
November 2 deadline to begin broadcasting on
98.7 FM, the frequency it was awarded by the
CRTC three years ago.

Hornby Community Radio

Meanwhile, Hornby Island’s Community
Radio Station, CHFR 96.5FM, now has its
permanent license and is transmitting at 50
watts. Over 10 years in the making and now on
the air for 4 years, CHFR has 50 DJs, all
volunteers, who produce a very wide variety of
on-air programming. CHFR broadcasts from
the Bob Kungl Studio from 8am until late, 7
days a week. 0

JEAN (DUNCAN) STEVENS 1918 - 2015

It is with great sadness we
announce the passing of
our beloved mother and
long-time Galiano resident
Jean Stevens. A quiet and
private person right to the
end, she asked that there be
no formal funeral and a
simple grave alongside our
father Dr Bill Stevens to
whom she was married for
54 years.
When she met our father, she was the night supervisor of
nurses at Kingston General Hospital near Queen’s University
where he was a student. She gave it all up to be his wife and
our mother.
The quintessential family matriarch, she championed
every one of her five children, nine grandchildren and four
great grandchildren. She never gave up on any one of them
whether their start was slow or their behaviour erratic as
befits youth. And when new members of the family arose
through marriage, she was always positive about them too.
No one in the family ever had reason to feel slighted through
lack of interest on her part.
I shall always consider her too a member of Galiano’s
legendary artistic community. Her medium was not literary
or graphic art—but her knitting. One day, my sister Margaret
was on a plane and a stewardess asked her ‘How much do
you want for your sweater? Name your price!’ Of course, it
was not for sale. And when my wife enters a bar wearing her
Alpaca sweater knitted by my mother, one can feel the
envious eyes of other women following her across the room.
Her generosity did not stop with her family, however. A
private person, she kept her generosity unsung. There are
children on Galiano wearing sweaters made available by an
‘unknown’ patroness who knitted them. And she was
generous with her money—except when it came to herself!
All of us wished she had used it to have a lot more fun. But,
to her, that meant being able to afford generous presents to
family members or significant charitable donations when the
occasion arose, her own needs always kept simple. She even
regretted the expenditures on her assisted living during the
final few of her 96 years.
But let me not leave this without some account of her
other side. One story I like to tell is of the burnt toast. When
I was five-years-old we had an old toaster, nominally ‘popup’. It popped if you popped it; otherwise, it was a burn-up
toaster. One day, distracted by other culinary pursuits, she
was confronted by two bits of carbonized bread which were
meant to be toast. What was she to do? Throw them away?
Eat them herself? That is what an ordinary mother might
have done. Ours saw a chance for maternal greatness.
‘Carbon’, she said, ‘is essential to life. And when your hero
Hiawatha wanted carbon, he had to chew coal. You, however,
are lucky. All you have to do is eat these specially prepared
pieces of toast!’ I would like to say that I saw through this—
but the image of Ojibway warriors noshing on lumps of coal
was powerful. I ate the toast. It would be years later before I
would note in this the interesting confluence of Irish and
Scottish genes comprising our mother.
My parents were not particularly religious—but were
spiritual in a way native Canadians would understand very
well. Galiano had a soul which embraced their own. They
both loved it there. When our father set out to go fishing, he
used to say, ‘The salmon are calling’. I feel as if he is still out
there having heeded their call one last time. And now she will
be waiting for him once again when the rocks, trees and the
deer of Galiano call his soul back to the land.
— T.S.

MINING from page 7

mining industry, and certainly what our members are doing
now, is much, much different now than what it was 20 to 25
years ago,’ Canadian Mining Association president and CEO
Pierre Gratton told Global News in response to a critical Council
on Hemispheric Affairs article.
According to the June 2014 article, ‘Large-scale Canadian
mining companies, and the Canadian government that oversees
such commercial ventures, have failed to adhere to reliable
standards of international law, which assert that home states
are responsible for the actions of their citizens abroad.’
The article points to evidence that Canadian mining
corporations have often operated with little regard for nature
reserves and protected areas, and have depleted scarce water
supplies, neglected indigenous rights, disrupted communities
and created health problems through air, water and land
pollution. ‘Each year, a number of protestors who raise concerns
against mining activities are seriously injured, persecuted, or
even killed.’
That appears to be the case at a gold and silver-mining
operation in Guatemala run by a subsidiary of Canada’s
Goldcorp. According to the Guardian, it has drawn numerous
local complaints for ‘intimidation, threats, social division,
violence, bribery and corruption of local authorities, destruction
and contamination of water sources, livestock dying, houses
shaking, cracked walls, the criminalization of protest, forest
cleared, and appalling health impacts such as malnutrition and
skin diseases.’ An indigenous man who spoke against the mine

Jobs in clean energy sector
surpass oil sands work
Natalie Dunsmuir

A December 2014 report by Clean Energy Canada has stated
that jobs in the clean-energy sector now surpass oil extraction
related jobs. Employment in renewable energy has risen 37%
in the last five years, with the number of people working in green
energy industries up to 23,700, compared to the 22,340
employed in oil sands work.
The energy generating capacity of wind, solar, run-of-river
hydro and biomass plants has also expanded, rising 93% since
2009. In the past five years, Canada’s capacity to produce
pollution-free electricity has increased by 8 gigawatts—enough
to power 2.7 million homes. Every minute, as much new
renewable energy is generated as is needed to power one more
Canadian household.
With 6.5 million people worldwide now employed in the
clean-energy sector, investments in the industry are also rising.
$24 billion has been invested in Canada since 2009.
The National Round Table on the Environment and the
Economy stated that ‘… allowing an economy to centre its trade
on high-carbon exports in the absense of a long-term transition
plan can lead to long-term stagnation and economic malaise.’
This new report by Clean Energy Canada makes the case that
investing in clean, renewable power sources will be better for the
economy in the long run than oil and gas extraction. 0

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 3

Weaver says that the MSP charges, which range from $72
per month for a single person ($864 per year) to $144 per
month for a family of three or more ($1,726 per year), are not
progressive and do not vary with income.
However, premium assistance is available for families and
singles with annual net income under $30,000. Those with
income under $22,000 are exempt from payment.
Weaver points out that if MSP premiums were rolled into
income tax, the provincial government would save billing and
collection costs, as well as the entire premium assistance
process.

Washington State May Build BC Dam

Washington State’s Office of Columbia River (OCR), the dambuilding arm of the Department of Ecology, has proposed
allocating $1.6 million to a private utility to study building a new
dam on the Similkameen River in British Columbia. The
Washington Legislature recently convened, and will vote on
funding requests for the Office of Columbia River.

Construction Begins on Meikle Wind
Energy Project

Meikle Wind Energy LP (Meikle Wind), a wholly owned
subsidiary of Pattern Energy Group LP, launched construction
of its $400-million Meikle Wind Energy Project in Tumbler
Ridge. The project is located 33 kilometres northwest of
Tumbler Ridge, within the traditional territory of Treaty 8 First
Nations. It will utilize 61 wind-turbine generators to provide 185
megawatts of capacity to the BCHydro grid—enough energy
each year to power the equivalent of approximately 54,000
homes.
The Meikle Wind project was awarded a 25-year electricity
purchase agreement in BCHydro’s 2008 Clean Power Call.
British Columbia’s Environmental Assessment Office issued an
Environmental Assessment Certificate in June 2014. The
project will take up less than 134 hectares over an area
significantly damaged by pine beetle and forestry activities.
NEWS IN BRIEF, please turn to page 11

was beaten and burned alive by hooded men who first
questioned him about anti-mining activities. Goldcorp has
denied the allegations.
In the past, Canadian companies haven’t been held
responsible for actions of foreign subsidiaries—but that may
change. A number of people from Eritrea and Guatemala are
suing three Canadian mining companies in Canadian courts for
alleged abuses at mines in those countries, which include forced
labour, human rights violations and assault.
The Financial Post said lawyers are getting around the
‘corporate veil’ by ‘suing the Canadian parents for negligence
and other traditional torts on the grounds that management
hasn’t lived up to the standards outlined in their public
pronouncements.’ In other words, the companies are being held
globally to the standards they publicly claim at home.
Mining is important but, as with much human activity in the
face of rapidly growing populations, we must learn to develop
and use resources in ways that aren’t wasteful, destructive, and
unsustainable. And mining companies must be held to high
standards for environmental and human rights protection—at
home and abroad.
It sometimes seems people in the mining and fossil fuel
industries—along with their government promoters—don’t
believe in the future. What else could explain the mad rush to
extract and use up the Earth’s resources as quickly and
wastefully as possible?
Written with contributions from David Suzuki Foundation’s
Senior Editor Ian Hanington. 0
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BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

Re: Consideration of
Local School Calendar Option for 2015/2016

The School Calendar Form provided by the Ministry is
required to be submitted by each district in the province to
the Ministry no later than March 31, 2015.

To accommodate these changes, the following Notice of
Motion was presented at the September 10, 2014 Board of
Education Public meeting:
“It was moved that the Board of Education adopts a
Local School Calendar for the 2015/2016 school year
that reduces the number of instructional days by
approximately 25 to 30 resulting in a four-day school
week. The instructional time from these days will be
added to the remaining days of instruction. The
resulting savings will allow the district to preserve
programs and options for our students. The motion will
be tabled at the regular Public Board meeting on March
11, 2015.”

Submissions may be made to the Board until March 10,
2015.
Opportunities to provide feedback include:
• Email through: http://sd64.bc.ca/calendar-input;
• Individual written submissions addressed to the Board
of Education, through Dawne Fennell, Executive Assistant;
• Public Meeting of the Board of Education – March 11,
2015 at Saltspring Island Middle School at 1:00 p.m.
The calendar template to be considered for the 2015/2016
school year can be viewed at: http://sd64.bc.ca/calendarinput.

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Specializing in water

access over steep

& rugged
terrain

• Fully insured

• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-858-9575
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Your Total
Water Solution
Gulf Islands Water Treatment
e
~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals
Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardnesss, much more!

www.watertigerr.net

1988
ViServing
ctoria The Gulf
BuIslands
rnaby & BC since
Cou
o rte
nay
(25info@watertiger.net
0) 412-1110
(604) 630-111TF:
4 1-855-777-1220
(250)
0 339-6914
www.islandtides.com
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The Human Microbiome: Part 2

ast December (See Island Tides, December 11) I wrote a
brief summary of a new universe of studies, the Human
Microbiome Project, and how this might influence our
food and health. I had not intended to write anything more on
the subject but so many people have commented on how
interesting they found it—here is Part 2.
Background: The human microbiome is the name given to
the billions of microbiota living in and on our bodies with the
largest population residing in the gut. In collaboration with
universities all over the world, the US National Institute of
Health initiated the Human Microbiome Project to analyze how
this symbiotic population affects our health and well-being.
In addition to studies on living people, some researchers are
focusing their attention on ancestral and what may be called
‘traditional’ microbiomes to develop a model of ‘normal’ and to
precisely identify dietary changes over long-time periods.
Employing forensic techniques, human and microbiome DNA
is being extracted from samples in Europe, Africa, North and
South America, India and China.
In case you wondered: samples from living people are
usually taken from stools. Long-dead bodies preserved in very
dry areas, embalmed mummies, or those found frozen will also
yield accurate results. Other samples of preserved fecal matter,
quaintly called coprolites, are frequently found in desert regions
with all their human and microbiome DNA intact. And more
recently, teeth and skeletal samples similarly yield incredible
information about the life and diet of long-dead folk.
Last week, for example, the venerable Royal Society
published a paper on paleomicrobiology saying:
‘...recent advances in high through-put biomolecular
sequencing... allows unprecedented access to the
evolutionary history and ecology of human-associated
and environmental microbes. Recently, human dental
calculus has been shown to be an abundant, nearly
ubiquitous, and long-term reservoir of the ancient oral
microbiome, preserving not only microbial and host
biomolecules but also dietary and environmental debris.
Modern investigations of native human microbiota have
demonstrated that the human microbiome plays a
central role in health and chronic disease, raising
questions about changes in microbial ecology, diversity
and function through time.’
One of these studies focused on three American sites: the

Public Notice:
PROPOSED ROGERS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY
34 meter SELF-SUPPORT STRUCTURE (W3509)
Rogers would like to notify area residents of a proposal to
replace an existing 29-meter telecommunications tower with
a new 34-meter telecommunications facility at the same
location on Galiano Island.
PROPOSED STRUCTURE: 34-metre self-support structure
with wireless telecommunications antennas.
LOCATION OF PROPOSED STRUCTURE: The proposed site
will be located off Montague Road on the parcel legally
described as LOT 1 DISTRICT LOT 2, GALIANO ISLAND
COWICHAN DISTRICT PLAN VIP63916 (PID 023-531-975)
Address: 1228 Montague Road, Galiano Island, B.C.
ANY PERSON may provide comments to the individuals
th
listed below with respect to this matter by February 16 ,
2015.
ROGERS CONTACT: Further information can be obtained by
contacting:
Rogers Communications Inc. c/o Altus Group
Leifka Vissers, Municipal Relations Specialist
1040 West Georgia St, Suite 630 Vancouver, BC V6E 4H1
Phone: (778) 329-9292 / Fax: (604) 683-5594
Email: comments.agi@altusgroup.com

1228 Montague
Road
Location of existing
and of proposed tower

Existing Access Road
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- Brian Crumblehulme

8,000-year-old Hinde’s Cave in the southern US, a 1,600-yearold site in Mexico, and another in Chile of 1,400 years. These
were all located in pristine desert cave locations that were precontact with Europeans. The results, published recently by the
University of Oklahoma, suggest that all three sites, separated
by time and geography and exhibiting a healthy diversity within
the microbiome, were all quite similar to each other yet very
different from contemporary Americans.
A second study focused on people living traditional lives in
very remote bush locations: one in Malawi, central Africa, and
the other in the Amazon jungle region of southern Venezuela.
Both groups had very little contact with contemporary people
living in urban centres. The microbiomes were almost identical
to those found in the ancient settlement sites.
A third study analyzed the gut biome of a man who died on
an Austrian glacier 5,300 years ago. Otzi the Iceman, as he is
now called, was discovered in 1991 and now resides in the South
Tyrol Museum of Archaeology. Once again, there was a
correspondence with the other old samples and with
contemporary rural cultures. With some variations, we are
talking about a consistent bio-cultural pattern of gut microbes
across three continents and eight millenia!
Contemporary North Americans also exhibit variations in
gut microbiome but the significant difference is that all the
ancient and contemporary rural samples seem to contain
sizable populations of ‘bacteria in the genus Prevotella, which
is associated with a diet rich in carbohydrates, and also common
in the microbiomes of people from remote rural areas in Africa
and Latin America. Modern, westernized people who eat a lot
of animal fat and meat tend to have gut microbiomes
dominated instead by bacteriodes.’
Researcher Sharon Levy writes ‘One example is the
spirochaete Treponema, which are carried by the ancients of
Rio Zape and by people living today in remote communities of
Africa and Latin America. Some researchers hypothesize that
Treponema may help rural people digest their high cellulose
diet and protect them from inflammatory diseases of the colon
that are common among modern urban populations. This
species has disappeared from the microbiomes of modern
urbanites but seems to be a common microbe for people with
more traditional lifestyles.’
The authors of all the studies are consistent, in the words of
Dr Cecil Lewis, professor of anthropology at the University of
Oklahoma, ‘Our results suggest that the most dramatic change
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Jack and Gwen
Albhouse have applied to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Specific Permission –
Residential Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
land located at Ganges
Harbour.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1414187.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux
Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until March 16th,
2015. MFLNRO may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
oﬃce in Nanaimo.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Martin Allan
Swan and Janice Louise
Teeporten Swan have applied
to Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Private Moorage - Specific
Permission
for
Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located at Site
location/vincinity of Montague
Harbour, Galiano Island, BC.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1406453.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux
Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until March 8, 2015.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
oﬃce in Nanaimo.
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ad dieting is nothing new in America; it
is what we do instead of eating balanced,
nutritiously wholesome meals.

—Michael Specter, The New Yorker, November 3, 2014

to the gut microbiome in the human ancestral line has been the
modern transformation of the human condition in
cosmopolitan populations.... Dietary changes as well as
widespread adoption of aseptic and antibiotic practices have
largely benefited modern humans, but many studies suggest
there has been a cost, such as recent increase in autoimmune
risks and other health states.’
Once again we are witnessing the indictment of
contemporary industrial food systems in creating and
promoting synthetic diets that do not support a healthy life. The
urban life is also culpable for its sterility and inability to keep us
quite literally in touch with the earth. Traditional diseases have
been substantially reduced in modern communities at the
expense of a litany of chronic debilitating illnesses. This raises a
caveat: antibiotics and sterile food can remove unpleasant
pathogens from our diet, thereby reducing many traditional
diseases; and it leaves us vulnerable to autoimmune diseases
which may not kill us but significantly impact quality of life.
Living close to the land and not practising modern hygiene risks
inverting this equation.
What to do? Informed common sense should tell us that we
are not living in a filthy city plagued by typhus and cholera and
washing hands after working in the garden or spending a halfday in a crowded shopping mall, is prudent.
The idea of replicating an ancient diet may be a fun
anachronistic project for a summertime party, but in real terms
it is unrealistic and delusive.
Next: identifying ancient diets, and what we might learn
from them. 0

SATURNA from page 2

status to guide management of the protected population of
Northern Resident orcas. The tentative plan is to continue with
this research next summer.
The audience at SeaTalks had a slew of recommendations
for fisheries: from shutting the Chinook fishery down for a year
to see what the results are for orcas, to ‘spot’ closures and putting
certain areas out of bounds for fishing. So many people would
be inconvenienced; from First Nations, to fishing lodges and all
the people who like to fish Chinook. On the other hand, we
would be lonely and sort of ashamed of ourselves if we killed off
J-, K-, and L-Pods, knowing in our hearts that we knew better.

A Celebration of Life

A celebration of life was held for Keenan Nicodemus, Saturday,
January 24. His mother and brother from Chetwynd and his
Saturna family hosted a lovely event with photographs of
Keenan’s life and shared their memories as his mother, his aunt
and his cousins. It was an honour to be close by their sides and
to hear their words of love and loss. The Hall looked beautiful
and the Women’s Club had lovely food and tea and coffee. Many
came, all ages, to give back to his family by their presence, to be
comforted by being together. Being together is healing, listening
to others, knowing that we are there hoping to provide love and
support for the family and for ourselves. We had some great
laughs and tears with people who had stories to share and no
one could miss the radiance of Keenan’s smile in the families’
photographs—pain and gratitude mixed together for a life so
well lived.

Christmas Bird Count

Saturna Island had a splendid Christmas Bird Count. Each year
the event gets more serious, with attendees from prior years
educating themselves and more bells and whistles being added.
An experienced birder had come to visit and tour around the
week before and then joined for the actual count, and even the
pre-bird-count-day scouting about.
Ilka Olsen has been our leader for several years and has
greatly expanded the scope and the general enthusiasm.
Saturna counters found 77 species and a total of 4,745
individuals. The marvelous weather allowed for a coastal
contingent of two kayakers paddling over to Tumbo and
Cabbage, and for an around-the-island boat crew to range
freely—they made the biggest difference in numbers and
species. Appies were enjoyed at the pub for the after-bird-count
review.
Maureen Welton helped organize and will be in charge next
year. Parks and Recreation has supported this effort for years
and we are grateful. 0
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Drumbeg Park on Gabriola, with Valdes Island in the background.

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 9

The involvement and support of First Nations throughout
project development has been fundamental to the project’s
success. Construction has started with vegetation clearing
underway and major activities are expected to begin in June,
2015. Project construction will last for 24 months, with
commercial operation anticipated by the end of 2016. The
project is estimated to generate an average of 175 jobs through
construction and nine full-time jobs once in operation.

Environmental Stewardship Program

Lieutenant Governor of BC Honourable Judith Guichon,
supported by the Government House Foundation, has launched
a new program to promote stewardship and environmental
awareness among youth.
Stewards of the Future supports and encourages emerging
leaders to connect with their environments and explore their
own communities to discover and document unique attributes,
identify and research key issues of concern, and investigate
stewardship initiatives. It promotes the concept of a holistic
approach to our endeavors based on respect, relationships and
the responsibility of all for the future. Funding and support are
available for youth to go on field trips, visit local sites of interest,
and engage in stewardship projects in their communities.

Assessments Continue Decline

Assessment Notices were in the mail in early January; they
confirmed the continued decline of assessed values on the
Southern Gulf Islands. No detailed analysis is yet available but
residents are quick to blame continuing increases in ferry fares.
Property prices, and thus assessments, are now close to
values of ten years ago, even for waterfront property. They have
dropped 30-40% over the past five years.

Supreme Court Denies Sydney Tar
Ponds Residents A Hearing

On January 15, the Supreme Court of Canada dismissed a classaction lawsuit made by five residents of Sydney, Nova Scotia,
who were seeking compensation for contamination from the
Sydney Tar Ponds. The residents first made the claim in the
Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, but the class-action was
overturned in the Court of Appeal.
In overturning the certification, the Court also ordered the
claimants to pay more than $700,000 in costs. Wagners and
Siskinds LLP, the class action law firms, and BridgePoint Global
Litigation Services Inc have come together to pay the

defendants’ costs, saying they are proud to stand by the citizens.
Although the plaintiff’s motion was denied in the Supreme
Court of Canada, this decision does not prevent them from
pursuing compensation claims individually. However, Ray
Wagner, the lawyer representing the plaintiffs, was quoted as
saying that those involved cannot afford to bring individual
actions.

Jo-Ann Roberts Victoria Candidate

When longtime CBC Victoria radio host Jo-Ann Roberts
resigned in December, many of her regular listeners wondered
what she was going to do now.
The suspense didn’t last long. On January 24, she
announced that she was seeking Green Party of Canada
nomination in the Victoria riding for the 2015 general election.
The Green Party confirmed her candidacy on January 27.
Roberts says she resigned because she wanted to speak out
in support of the CBC, which is gradually losing support and
funds from the current federal Conservative government. She

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

CROSS BOUNDARY TRANSFER REQUESTS

must be completed annually by parents/guardians who wish
to transfer their child to a school out of their catchment area
(reference: Policy and Procedure 530). The cross boundary
transfer request form can be found at http://sd64.bc.ca/wpcontent/uploads/2012/01/cross_boundary_request2014.p
df and must ﬁrst be signed by both Principals then the

Superintendent. Upon receipt at the School Board Ofﬁce
the form will be time and date stamped. The deadline for
accepting cross boundary request forms is March 15.
This does not apply for normal grade transitions to the
next level at another school within prescribed
catchment area.
LATE FRENCH IMMERSION and MY SEEC (Middle
Years Shared Ecological Education Centre). Please
contact Saltspring Island Middle School for application
forms. Registration and water taxi transportation are
subject to School District Policies/Procedures 530 and 700
available at http://sd64.bc.ca/district/policies-andprocedures/ The deadline for accepting Late French
Immersion and MY SEEC registration forms is March 15.

Look at the amount of news! Readers’ $30 annual voluntary subscriptions
make all the difference! Email: islandtides@islandtides.com, call: 250.216.2267.

will be running against incumbent NDP MP Murray Rankin,
who is also a CBC supporter. However, Roberts feels that there
will be more freedom to speak out as a Green Party MP.
In a November 2012 by-election, Rankin eked out a narrow
victory over Green Party candidate Donald Galloway; Liberal
and Conservative candidates were far behind.
Meanwhile, the Green Party of Canada reports historic
fundraising gains in 2014, raising over $3 million. ‘These
numbers indicate to me that more and more Canadians support
our vision of a democracy that is open and transparent,’ stated
Elizabeth May, Saanich–Gulf Islands MP and Green Party of
Canada Leader.0
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Did you appreciate this article?
Help Island Tides pay for publishing it!

Mail or phone in your $30 annual subscription today.
Don’t delay—be part of the Island Tides team.
250-216-2267. Thank you!

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

will be held the week of February 10 to 13, 2015 for any
child who will be ﬁve (5) years of age on or before
December 31, 2015 (born in 2010). Please register your
child at the school in your residential catchment area:

Galiano Community School
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School
8:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Saturna Elementary School
(February 10, 11 and 12 only)
7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.
3:45 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Parents or Guardians:
Please bring with you the following documentation:
• Veriﬁcation of the child’s birth date and
citizenship status (birth certiﬁcate, passport or
Landed Immigrant authorization)
• Care Card, and
• Immunization records.

www.islandtides.com
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The arches of a double rainbow.

Uneconomic Economy?

Do you like forests, mountain peaks
Uninterrupted, flowing creeks?
Do fish and wildlife interest you
And proper Park protection, too?
There really is no need to speak
BC’ers know their land’s unique.
Well then, your views just represent
A different view from government.

And here comes the anomaly
Victoria sees things differently;
They don’t like obstacles, you see,
That block the way for LNG,
And since the gas is way down there
They’ve plans to frack it everywhere.
If Parks and such get in the way,
‘Just get them out of there’—they say.

All BC citizens should see
CPAW’s report, made recently
They called it—rightly—‘Gas Gone Wild’,
With planning that’s not reconciled
With due environmental need
And paying not the slightest heed
To scientists, who months ago,
Advised on fracking—‘Go it slow’.

Before due planning is begun
Strategic studies must be done.
These pie-in-skiers we’ve elected
Would leave our coastline unprotected,
With tourism and our fishery
Giving their place to LNG.
Now Readers, you might find this comic
‘How long since economists were economic?’
H Barry Cotton

BC government plans to kill 184 wolves - Natalie Dunsmuir
In response to continually declining populations of mountain caribou,
the BC government is planning a cull of grey wolves in the South Selkirk
and South Peace regions. It is targeting 184 wolves with plans to shoot
them from helicopters. The decision is being called ‘unethical’ by many
people. Scientists are also arguing that the decline of caribou is based
largely on the failure of the government to protect the old-growth forests
that caribou herds rely on, and that the plan is ‘scientifically flawed’.
Thirty-seven percent of adult mortality in four decreasing caribou
herds in the South Peace region has been documented as wolf
predation. Tom Ethier, an assistant deputy minister of BC’s Ministry
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource operations, said that the
evidence points to wolves being the leading cause of caribou mortality.
He didn’t mention what caused the other 63% mortality, but
environmental groups have been quick to point at loss of habitat and
recreational activities such as snowmobiling and heli-skiing.
‘Even our larger subpopulations that started out with a much greater
chance of surviving have been declining rapidly,’ said Valhalla
Wilderness Watch. ‘These areas still have unprotected intact habitat
that could be protected, and they have serious problems with
snowmobiles and heli-skiing in critical winter feeding grounds—there
are options... other than blasting away at wolves from the air; but they
are largely being ignored.’

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

BC’s Caribou Recovery Plan

The BC government’s Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan was first
introduced in 2008, when BC was home to an estimated 1,885
mountain caribou. The plan vowed to increase that number to 2,500
by 2028. Unfortunately, with six years now past, caribou numbers have
decreased to an estimated 1,500.
The Central Selkirk herd has faced drops of 40% in 2012 and 2014.
The population had previously been stable for 10 years. A government
census on the decline reported that displacement of caribou by
recreational activities is a major concern. Snowmobiling is being
reported by others as a problem across the province.
‘The Recovery Plan’s farcical Snowmobile Management Agreements

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

(SMA’s) allow snowmobile clubs to develop plans to voluntarily stay
out of caribou habitat and monitor themselves,’ explained Valhalla
Wilderness Watch. ‘This program has miserably failed. In the North
Thompson area, snowmobile trespasses into closure zones have been
recorded in the Foam Creek Snowmobile Mountain Caribou Ungulate
Winter Range, and the North Blue River Valley closure zone.
Government scientists have extensive documentation of snowmobile
trespasses in the South Purcells and other planning units, yet the
political level of government is turning a blind eye.’
A series of field assessments by Craig Pettitt, chairperson of the
Wilderness Watch, showed that ideal habitat is often given to
recreation, while the caribou are expected to live in steep areas that are
not traversable by snowmobiles.
No new parks of substantial size have been created in the region
under the current recovery plan, leading people to accuse the plan of
being a ‘widespread failure’.
‘...the government is shamelessly using wolves as a scapegoat for
what it hasn’t done to protect the caribou,’ concluded Valhalla
Wilderness Watch.

Decision ‘Scientifically Unsound’

Scientists and wolf experts are also saying that the plan is ‘scientifically
unsound’. Sadie Parr, director of Wolf Awareness Inc, said that ‘killing
wolves to increase ungulate populations has not worked in history in
the long term.’ She went on to explain that killing wolves will fracture
their packs and cause many to move and form new ones, leading to
increased breeding. ‘It’s scientifically flawed,’ she said. ‘They really are
treated as vermin. The sad part is this is done under the guise of saving
another species. Unfortunately, caribou are on their way out because
of humans—they need old-growth habitat.’
Killing wolves to protect the caribou will also commit the
government to at least 60 years of continuous wolf culls, she adds. It
will take that long for the herds to recover, and new wolves will move
into the gaps left in their populations.
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Aerial Hunting ‘Unethical’

Justifying killing one animal to ‘save’ another is a slippery slope
for our government to stand on, said Heather Bryan, a biologist
with the Raincoast Conservation Foundation and UVIC
researcher. She explained that aerial hunting does not guarantee
a clean kill and may cause the wolves to suffer needlessly before
death. The method is not considered ethical by the Canadian
Council of Animal Care. 0
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Did you appreciate this article?
Help Island Tides pay for publishing it!

Mail or phone in your $30 annual subscription today.
Don’t delay—be part of the Island Tides team.
250-216-2267. Thank you!
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