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Salt Spring
pathways get a
big boost

Photo Christa Grace-Warrick

Log footbridge across Lyall Creek salmon stream on Saturna. The stream has been given a helping hand by
Islanders raising and releasing salmon fry and by the construction of a fish-friendly culvert under the road,
close to this scenic crossing.

Sorting out farm taxes
Jenny MacLeod
In December, Rick Thorpe, Minister of Small
Business and Revenue, ordered a review of
farm property tax assessment policy. The policy
review is aimed to protect small farms, and in
particular small suburban-area farms.
The ministry’s initiative, in response to
growing popular support for green-based
action, climate-change adaptation, and eatlocal movements, was welcomed by farmers as
an opportunity to give needed help to local food
producers and to lend an environmental
perspective to outdated assessment criteria.
The review involves property tax
assessment on farmland not in the Agricultural
Land Reserve (ALR). Its objective is to ensure
that farm assessment rules are clear and that
small-scale farms in BC will not only survive
but thrive.
Historically, tax assessments for farms have
been lower than residential assessments. This
has been to assist farmers in their pursuit of
food production and agriculture in general.
However qualifying yearly for the lower taxes
has been onerous.
The ministry’s review was triggered by a
public outcry after a BC Assessment Authority
(BCAA) re-assessment of 204 Saanich
properties classified as farms, during 2007.

Split Designations
According to John Wilcox, Past President of
Island Growers on Salt Spring Island and of
‘District A’ Farmers Institutes, to qualify
currently in BC Assessment’s terms ‘food must
be produced on every square inch of your small
farm by people allowed to work at nothing else.’
All land not being ‘actively’ farmed is now
being considered residential by BCAA. This has
lead to many reassessed farms falling into a split

farm/ residential designation. Some Saanich
farmers’ taxes have risen as much as 260%.
The BC Assessment formula used to qualify
for farm tax status also uses a minimum gross
revenue of $2,500 for parcels of land between
two and ten acres. However, farms under two
acres must produce $10,000 of gross revenue
to qualify for farm status.

Case Study in Coping
In a quirky situation, following a new split
assessment, on a small farm of 2.78 acres
(where eggs are the main product) only one
acre is now classified as farm. This means that
this farmer must now make $10,000 gross
income from the sale of the eggs. He is left with
three options:
• he would have to increase his flock from 45
to 180 to meet this revenue requirement;
(impossible as supply management law
prevents more than 99 layers without quota);
• he could fence off another acre of property
which means cutting down the trees to qualify
the acre as farmland; or
• he could discontinue his egg production
business.

Meeting in Saanich
On January 18, the Peninsula Agricultural
Commission (PAC) met at Prospect Lake
School in Saanich. Lana Popham, in her
welcome to the participants, noted that the
issues that arise from the farm status
assessment review will impact the foundation
of agriculture in BC.
She went on to say that she supports looking
at farm status assessments and she encourages
farmers participating in the process. She called
for a moratorium on BCAA’s farm
FARM TAXES please turn to page 11

Opposition to LNG
tanker port grows
Fifteen community groups from around the Strait of
Georgia have banded together to stop a proposed
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) project on Texada
Island. The ‘Alliance To Stop LNG’ is opposing
Westpac LNG Corporation’s plan to build an LNG
tanker facility, a gas-fired generation station, as well
as a high voltage power transmission power line on
Texada (from the proposed site at Coho Point to BC
Hydro’s existing ‘Cheekye-Dunsmuir’ line).
Proposed last year, the project is currently on hold
until new provincial climate change directives are
announced. However, locals do not believe this is the
end of the project and continue to publicize the issue
and the new coalition is a result of their continuing
action.
‘The known risks that come with this proposed
project are too great for both the residents of Texada
and the surrounding communities,’ says Chuck
Childress from Texada Action Now (TAN). ‘We want
to see this project abandoned before irreparable
damage is done to our region and our way of life.’
An LNG terminal brings with it many risks,
asserts the Alliance To Stop LNG, including increased
tanker traffic and the associated increeased risk of
accident. Increased security around tankers, due to
their volatile content would disrupt existing
commercial and recreational boating traffic and
impact tourism. Texada residents say that their ferry
route and other marine activities will be affected as
well.
The Stop LNG Alliance says that the proposed gasfired electricity generating plant would also
significantly increase BC’s total greenhouse gas
emissions, which is counter to the provincial
government’s new Energy Plan and would make it
more difficult for the province to reach its reduction
targets.
‘At a time when the provincial government is
LNG FACILITY, please turn to page 2

Salt Spring’s Partners Creating Pathways
project has reached the target in its
fundraising for a pathway running from
Wildwood Crescent to Blain Road,
parallel to but away from the road.
Two contributions put the fund over the
top, first a federal New Horizon seniors’
initiative award of $20,000. This grant
brought the project just a mere $3,500
from their goal of $90,000. In
December, on hearing the good news Salt
Springs Park & Recreation Commission
voted unanimously to top up the fund by
the necessary $3,500.
As if this good news wasn’t enough,
Island Pathways then learned that
Allteck Line Contractors Inc will donate
gravel to the project.
At Island Pathway’s November 23
AGM, the SSI Lions Club presented Jean
Gelwicks from Island Pathways and Zeke
Blazeka from Trail and Nature Club with
a generous donation which increased the
number of partners to a very respectable
list.
‘Our financial partners to date include:
SSI Transportation Commission, CRD,
SSI Foundation, Victoria Foundation, BC
Transmission Commission, PARC, Lions
Club, Royal Canadian Legion, Allteck Line
Contractors, and many individual
community members,’ says Blazeka.
‘We could not do this project if it was
not for the Community Transit and
Transportation Commission who will be
taking on the liability and maintenance
of this project and Gary Holman who has
been one of our best supporters,’ adds
Gelwicks.
‘Work parties were busy last fall and
have cleared the entire length of the
pathway from Wildwood Crescent to
Blain Road in the hopes people with
sturdy shoes can start walking it,’ says
Blazeka. ‘We plan to have at least 4-6
more workbees in the spring when we
will be preparing the site for the pathway
construction and landscaping.’
After the pathway is constructed they
hope to landscape with saved and
donated plants. The group hopes anyone
who has native plants to donate to the
project will hold on to them until May.
The project is also looking for donations
of split-rail fencing and large boulders.
‘We owe a big thank you to the
community and all our partners,’ say
Gelwicks and Blazeka, ‘Thank you to all
those who have become partners by
donating money, and time, equipment
and materials at our work bees.’ ✐
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6
WE

0617
1117
1452
2236

11.2
9.2
10.2
1.6

3.4
2.8
3.1
0.5

14
TH

0039
0300
0854
1711

9.2
8.9
11.2
2.3

2.8
2.7
3.4
0.7

7

0635
1143
1548
2310

11.2
8.9
9.8
2.0

3.4
2.7
3.0
0.6

15
FR

0227
0433
0925
1812

10.2
9.8
10.8
1.6

3.1
3.0
3.3
0.5

FR

8

0653
1216
1648
2344

11.2
7.9
9.5
2.6

3.4
2.4
2.9
0.8

16
SA

0325
0707
1015
1914

10.8
10.2
10.5
1.6

3.3
3.1
3.2
0.5

9

0710
1256
1753

11.2
6.9
9.2

3.4
2.1
2.8

17
SU

0407
0855
1134
2011

11.2
10.2
10.2
1.3

3.4
3.1
3.1
0.4

10
SU

0018
0728
1341
1908

3.6
11.2
5.9
8.9

1.1
3.4
1.8
2.7

18
MO

0444
0943
1258
2102

11.2
9.5
10.2
1.3

3.4
2.9
3.1
0.4

11
MO

0052
0747
1429
2037

4.9
11.2
4.6
8.5

1.5
3.4
1.4
2.6

19
TU

0515
1021
1414
2148

11.2
8.9
9.8
1.6

3.4
2.7
3.0
0.5

12
TU

0128
0807
1520
2226

6.2
11.2
3.6
8.5

1.9
3.4
1.1
2.6

20
WE

0542
1059
1523
2228

11.2
8.2
9.8
2.3

3.4
2.5
3.0
0.7

13
WE

0209
0829
1613

7.5
11.2
2.6

2.3
3.4
0.8

21
TH

0605
1137
1628
2305

11.2
7.5
9.5
3.0

3.4
2.3
2.9
0.9

TH

SA
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February is national
‘Healthy Heart’ month

‘There are many simple preventative measures people can take
to avoid heart disease, including regular physical activity and
maintaining a balanced diet,’ said Gordon Hogg, Minister of
State for ActNow BC, the province’s program to promote healthy
living choices.
Cardiovascular disease kills more than 4,400 British
Columbians each year, and affects many more through related
complications and conditions:
• more than 2,100 people die of heart attacks (myocardial
infarction) annually in BC;
• one in six, or approximately 700,000 people in BC, have
been treated for hypertension, the main cause of a stroke; and
• more than 6,000 British Columbians experience a stroke
each year and approximately 2,000 die each year from strokerelated conditions.
British Columbians can take simple steps to help reduce heart
disease and avoid complications from chronic diseases. Lifestyle
choices that promote nutrition, daily physical activity and
tobacco reduction can reduce the risks of heart disease.
The Province’s Primary Health Charter, announced in 2007,
includes a planned approach of health care for patients with
chronic conditions including congestive heart failure and
hypertension.
The charter has also created partnerships with many
community organizations. In May last year, the BC government
provided a $2-million grant to the Heart and Stroke Foundation
HEART, please turn to page 5
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According to recent polls, a majority of Canadians believe that
the federal government has too much power. Nearly as many
believe that local governments—including school boards—
should have more power. According to an Ipsos-Reid poll,
commissioned last fall by CUPE BC, most people trust local
school boards to make decisions about the education of their
children; far more than they trust the provincial government to
do so.
Why is it that we place such faith in our local community
leadership—both councils and school boards—to do the right
thing?
The main reason is that they are local. School trustees and
councillors don’t make decisions hundreds of miles away; they
make them in the communities where they live, and they have to
live with those decisions. If local citizens don’t like what they’ve
done, they hear about it—in the grocery store, on the way to
work, and from their neighbours and spouses. If you are a town
councillor or a school trustee, you have no place to hide.

Challenges to Local Governance &
Economies
That’s why people have some sense of ownership of decisions
made locally, and it’s why they have some sense that they can

change those decisions if enough people disagree. The problem
is local governments are facing more challenges to their decisionmaking ability, thanks to interference by the other levels of
government. And frequently, that interference is not good for our
communities.
The Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement
(TILMA) between BC and Alberta, for example, stops local
governments and school boards from making decisions for their
citizens and children if those deals interfere with the rights of
investors. And so-called public-private partnerships (P3s), which
saddle taxpayers with the burden of debt for contracts that can
last 35 years or more, put local councils in the position of having
to support much-needed infrastructure projects that end up
benefiting private corporations more than the communities they
are supposed to serve.
So what can we do to free up our communities to make
decisions for their citizens? We’ve all heard the clichés about
globalization and ‘the global economy,’ which assume there is no
alternative to what’s happening now. But that’s just a cop-out for
federal and provincial governments to justify how they spend our
tax dollars by passing laws, signing contracts with multinational
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, please turn to page 6

LNG FACILITY from page 1
setting legislated targets to dramatically reduce the province’s
greenhouse gas emissions, this project would simply move us in
the wrong direction,’ says Georgia Strait Alliance Executive
Director Deborah Conner. ‘We ask that the province puts a stop
to this project and work instead to promote energy alternatives.’
‘The harm that the LNG terminal could bring to our region is
simply unacceptable,’ say long-time Powell River residents Don
and Fay Johnson. ‘We have lived in one of the most unique and
beautiful regions in the world for 15 years, and we simply can’t
stand by and let this project damage what we love most.’
The Alliance To Stop LNG lists the following impacts of the
LNG tanker port project.
LNG tankers are the size of 3 football fields (950ft). The
proposal would see tankers pass Victoria, the Gulf Islands, and
move up the Georgia Strait past the beach towns and
communities along Vancouver Island’s east coast up to
Qualicum Beach and Comox, and Texada’s west coast. One LNG
tanker would go either up or down the Georgia Strait every 5
days. The activity would be extremely disruptive to the heavilyused Georgia Strait and could impact the existing commercial,
cruise ship and sport fishing economies in the area.
Because of the highly volatile nature of LNG (tankers are
sometimes referred to as ‘floating bombs’), security around their
movement would be extensive. Northern Texada and the waters
off Kiddie (Coho) Point could become high-security zones,
including the Gillies Bay Airport. If an explosion were to occur,
the damage could be extensive given the energy involved.
In the US, in the era of terrorism, other marine traffic must
respect a very large buffer zone around the LNG tankers for
safety reasons. These are substantial—2 miles behind, 1 mile in
front and 1⁄2 mile on either side of the tanker. (An awardwinning documentary on the risks of LNG tanker
transportation, The Risks and Dangers of LNG, can be seen at
www.lngdanger.com).

Emissions
As part of the project, a massive LNG re-gasification plant, along
with two large storage plants, would be built at Coho Point. The
plant would bring the LNG to air temperature and refine the gas
to pipeline specification. More emissions would be created when
the heat content of the gas is lowered to 950-1,000 MMbtu,
meeting pipeline specifications, eliminating propane and other
gases from the methane.

Plant Bigger Than Duke Point
Westpac also plans a large 600MW gas-fired electricity
generating plant, expandable to 1,200 MW.
A proposed 252MW gas-fired plant at Duke Point near
Nanaimo would have emitted 800,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide
per year. In 2005, the coastal community resisted this project
successfully all the way to the BC Court of Appeal. Based on the
Duke Point proposal, a 600 MW plant will throw out
approximately 2 million tonnes of carbon dioxide, and 27 tons of
fine particle concentration (PM2.5/TSP) (source: Duke Point
Hearings).
The proposal would produce 4.35 times the emissions of all
four pulp mills active in the Strait of Georgia. Together they
produced 459 thousand tones of greenhouse gas emissions in
2005 (source: Environment Canada).
It is expected that WestPac would use seawater cooling for
the gas-fired electricity generation plant so there will be
consequential effects on marine life. This tip of Texada is a
renowned fishing spot and the waters around Texada are the
cleanest in the Georgia Strait.

Power Line
In addition to the port facility and the power plant, a new highvoltage hydro power line would be built on Texada. The
transmission line would be 60m high, 150m wide and 18km long
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located on a swath of clear-cut from Kiddie (Coho) Point past
Van Anda and on to the BC Hydro Reactor site near Bob’s Lake
on Texada.
The visual impact of the re-gasification plant and storage
facility on Coho Point would be quite striking. A 600-1,200 MW
generation plant would be about 100 ft in height. The size of the
LNG tankers would dwarf the Blubber Bay loading facilities. The
power line down Texada would be 150 meters wide. It is likely
that a further pipeline would be needed to move the gas south.

Economic Concerns On Texada
At 300.45 sq km, Texada is the largest island in the Strait of
Georgia. It had a population of 1,129 in the 2001 census.
Texada’s economy has been based on its limestone quarries (it
produces 5 million tons of limestone annually) and forestry but
increasingly it has attracted new residents from Vancouver and
other parts of BC and Canada who value the island’s
environment. These new residents create a large number of jobs
for local people, including carpenters, electricians, plumbers,
realtors, and developers, and they support the local stores. The
WestPac proposal will discourage this retirement industry,
placing jobs at risk, says Texada Action Now.
The WestPac proposal would also result in a loss of tourist
and recreational interests, and negative consequences to
artisans, restaurants, and tourist-based incomes for the island.
According to Texada Action Now, any potential jobs and
benefits of the proposal would be few and their worth would be
outweighed by degradation to the environment and quality of
life on Texada. Negative impact would be felt in the areas of
safety and security, decreased property values, possible
expropriation of private land, pollution, disruption of ferry
services, and loss of employment due to a slowing of
construction.
In addition to their concerns around the LNG terminal and
power plant, the groups under the banner of the Alliance to Stop
LNG also want an end to all new coastal oil and gas
infrastructure in British Columbia. They also support the
existing moratorium on tanker traffic in BC’s North Coast and
no new tanker traffic in the south.
A petition was organized on Texada Island. 84% of Islanders
opposed the project. Petition director Leslie Goresky stated, ‘The
84% is not 84% of those that were approached to sign, it is 84%
of the overall adult population. If someone wasn’t home we had
to put them with the 16%. That means our support is probably
much higher.’

Californians Say No To LNG
In April 2007 following major public demonstration, and a
hearing, the California Coastal Commission turned down a
floating LNG terminal 28 miles off-shore from Malibu, as did
Malibu City Council. There are six LNG terminals in the US, on
its east coast and the Gulf of Mexico.

Alliance Members
The Alliance to Stop LNG’s member groups and contacts are: BC
Citizens for Public Power, Melissa Davis, 604-681-5939;
Dogwood Initiative, Eric Swanson, 250-370-9930 ext. 27;
Georgia Strait Alliance, Deborah Conner, 250-753-3459; Green
Party of BC, Don Johnson, 604-485-4297; GSX Concerned
Citizens Coalition, Arthur Caldicott; Powell River Parks and
Wilderness Society, Eagle Walz, 604-483-9565; Sierra Club’s
BC Chapter–Malaspina Group, Glenn Parkinson, 604-4857478; Sunshine Coast Conservation Association, Daniel
Bouman, 604-886-8325; Texada Action Now, Chuck Childress,
604-414-3537; West Coast Environmental Law, Greg Gowe,
604-684-7378; Wilderness Committee, Andrea Reimer, 604719-3920. ✐
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
anuary was certainly a weather-shifter—
warmer, then colder as we move quickly
through brilliant blue sky, rain, snow,
hail, sleet, slush, and grey clouds propelled (or
not) by wind. I like the short spurts of this-andthat all in one day.
Depending on the weather, I merge a
kaleidoscope of ‘could-do’ or ‘should-do’ lists—
pruning, office work, general tidying and
organizing inside or out. Gumboots, warm
gloves, and a good-for-working-outside coat
are handy by the door for the moments when
those cloud holes align with the sun and a
moment of spring dazzle occurs!
I have loved the bird action at Winter Cove
Park this fall and winter. There is a steady little
raft of red breasted mergansers—about seven
females and two males plus scoters, golden eyes
and mew gulls. Yesterday, a lone oyster-catcher
vigorously prodded and poked its bright-red,
enormous beak through the kelp bunches in the
little pools, practically at my feet.
The little estuaries that feed into Winter
Cove are mostly frozen until they hit the lip of
the regular tide-line. We are back into much
lower day-time tides which makes beach
wandering lots of fun.
The eagles are arriving back. Last week we
had a pair on the ground in the orchard locked
in mating embrace, thrashing their huge wings
so vigorously that they were panting and
heaving. I had read that eagles mate in flight,
perhaps these two crash-landed. Several of us
got quite close—they were not pleased by our
presence but didn’t leave until several hours
later when I started the car, put on the lights.
and drove off. They were startled and they flew
away into the full-moon, clear night.

J

Winter Garden Tour
‘31 Square Saturna Eats’ presented an Edible
Winter Garden Tour last Sunday featuring the
gardens of Jane Dixon-Warren and Sam
Peramaki and Bill Douglass. Jane’s garden is
north-facing along the water at East Point and
Sam’s has an almost full-sun exposure at
Winter Cove. January is about as denuded a
garden scene as you can get but both of these
avid and inspired gardeners have lots to look at
and gave the people who attended ‘good food’
for thought. Sometimes first-time gardeners
confuse the beauty of magazine featured
gardens with real life gardening at the end of a
shovel and a rake in your own garden spot.
These two gardening women are intrepid, love
eating out of their own gardens and just go to it,
making plenty of mistakes, rolling with what
the year brings and capitalizing on their
experiences. ‘Dig in and eat up’— it all works!

Robbie Burns Night
The Saturna Lions produced a traditional
Robbie Burns Night at the rec centre on
January 26. About 60 ‘Scots’ came to celebrate
and raise money for the Lions.
Judy Tipple had set up an information table
with an extensive collection of tartans and a
large detailed map of Scotland with clan
boundaries and associated tartans, and crests
and surnames. It was interesting to see so much
Scottish history in this celebration of Scotland’s
premier poet.
Confirming the clan demarcations on the
map, Michael Mackenzie said that his great
grandparents and others of the Mackenzie clan
had immigrated from the Isle of Barra on the
west coast of Scotland and settled on Christmas
Island in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia and were
delighted with what they found!
Harvey Janszen was the head chef, working
with Brent Sohier and Pam Janszen. Kevin
O’Hara is the chief dishwasher at many Island
functions at the rec centre and at the
community hall. This brings him fame and
appreciation! Kathy and Al Stonehouse did
much organizing and Ron Monk was a light
hearted Master of Ceremonies for the evening.
Judy Tipple said the grace, Jon Guy
presented some inspired theories as to the
origin of the Haggis, Jacques Campbell gave the
‘Reply’ to James White’s ‘Toast to the Ladies’.
Ron Monk gave a history of Robbie Burn’s life
and Ron Drane spoke of the ‘Immortal Memory.’
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In a way it seems bizarre to focus so much
attention on this minute historical time and on
this one person. For me the saving grace is that
Robbie Burns was such a universal
spokesman—loving the human condition, men
and women, and speaking so warmly and
truthfully of us all.
Jacques Campbell gave a hilarious and
honest rendition of her struggles to create the
‘Reply from the Lasses’ given her informal
knowledge of Robbie Burns and the traditional
ceremonies of the evenings. James White,
helped by the love and example of his granny
and his Scottish upbringing, gave a lovely and
lively ‘Toast to the Nancys’—his wife Nancy and
Nancy, ardent object of Robbie Burns’
affections and of several of his poems. One of
my favourite parts of the evening was Chelsea
Money singing Loch Lomond.
The Lions next event is a Valentines Dinner
and Dance.

Life Drawing
Jack Campbell and Pat McCallum are planning
a life drawing workshop at the community hall
on February 23 and 24. A self-directed life
drawing class has been going on each winter for
several years. Now, new students and old have
asked Jack to hold a teaching session, as he is
masterful in this genre. Call Jack if you are
interested.

Women’s Service Club
Dinner
On Thursday, February 28 the Women’s
Service Club is holding one of their famous
community dinners at the community hall. The
cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children. The
Women’s Service Club offers these dinners to
the community as a chance to talk and get
together over a lovely meal.

Saturna Beach Estates
Dock Application
On January 12, Saturna Island Local Trust
Committee held a community information
meeting to allow Saturna’s community to ask
questions and to comment on Saturna Beach
Estates Ltd’s application to amend our Land
Use Bylaw to allow a commercial dock (for its
winery) in a Water Zone in which commercial
use is prohibited.
The application became necessary when a
significant number of members of the Saturna
Beach Strata Corporation concurred that the
winery’s commercial use of its private dock
created a liability for the strata corporation as
well as crowding. At this point the corporation
decided to reduce and reconfigure its water
license to allow the Winery to apply for a
contiguous moorage facility.
Saturna Beach currently has three private
docks: one for the strata corporation, one for
the Pages, and one for the Campbells.
In relation to the application, issues that the
Islands Trust has asked be considered and
commented on are: the proximity to First
Nations middens, ecological damage to eel
grass beds, and the impact on the only oceanaccess community park (Thompson Park) with
land area of any consequence.
Principal of Saturna Beach Estates, Larry
Page presented an interesting historical
preamble describing his views on how the
situation had progressed to the present point
and finished by stating why he thought he
should be granted the bylaw change to
construct a commercial dock.
Besides the Page family and four of the
Saturna residents who regularly work at the
winery, very few people were present. Of those
present, most were in agreement with the
applicant on the grounds that: the winery
provides employment, ‘there is a short season
to support capital investment’, and that the
commercial agricultural use of farmland is a
traditional and valuable activity.
This application will come before the
Advisory Planning Committee at the rec centre
on February 7, at 7 pm and will then be
considered at the next Local Trust Committee
meeting on Wednesday, February 20, 12:30 at
the rec centre. ✐

Penguins: The Ultimate
Anthropomorphism ~ Patrick Brown
ur fascination with penguins probably
stems from wonder that they can carry
out all their activities wearing formal
attire, apparently without discomfort or
embarrassment. That penguins have set the
behaviour and dress standards for everything
from Chamber of Commerce meetings to
waiters in fancy restaurants there can be no
doubt, but their extension of appropriate stiffly
formal behaviour to hatching young or diving
into the sea evinces wonder even among
similarly caparisoned humans.
Beyond wonder, even guilt; we equate the
black and white costume with status and
dignity which may not be justified by some of
the activities which humans have pursued in
similar costume. Never mind. The truth about
penguins is that they have nothing else to
change into, and further, that they have to bathe
fully clothed, though they do moult,
catastrophically once a year, and as such times
hide from photographers.
There are in fact six varieties of penguins.
The two largest, Emperor and King, best fulfill
the real penguin image; an Emperor may be up
to four feet tall. But there are four other species:
the Adelie, Chinstrap (named for the line of
black feathers on their white chins, though it is
doubtful whether they really have chins),
Gentoo, and finally the Macaroni penguins,

named after the extravagant dress of eighteenth
century British travellers. These four smaller
varieties average about two feet in height, and
their costume is somewhat less formal than the
larger birds, and slightly ornamented about the
eyebrows (though still predominantly black and
white).
All six species have totally failed to obtain
pilots’ licenses, though their behaviour under
water is closely akin to flying. The record for a
King penguin is a dive of 884 feet, though King
penguins have, like humans, been known to
exaggerate. However, the record dive for a
human in formal clothing is considerably less,
and it has not been verified because his head hit
the bottom of the pool.
However, besides costumes, one of the
characteristics of penguins is their disciplined
behaviour. Penguins walking down to the sea to
hunt for food will often form a queue, while
penguins returning, ready to feed their chicks
with regurgitated food, will form a line in the
other direction. This has led to the not-soscientific observation that there are only two
types of penguins: the black ones, known as
penguins going; and the white ones, known as
penguins coming back.
It is time to comment on the penguin walk,
of which there are two types. The one-foot-at-a-

O
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NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our website at: www.islandstrust.ca

E-mail:information@islandstrust.ca

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION
APPOINTMENTS
The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee is requesting
expressions of interest for up to eight (8) positions on the Advisory
Planning Commission. As required by the Local Government Act,
appointees must be electors of the North Pender Island Local Trust Area
and two-thirds (2/3) of the APC must be residents of the North Pender
Island Local Trust Area.
Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience
for the positions, by 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 29, 2008 to:
North Pender Island Local Trust Committee
c/o Kathy Jones
Islands Trust,
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8
Fax: (250) 405-5155 or
Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Bond Rating Agencies

17,000 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

14,000 copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

3,000 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney, Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo
www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank, Betty Krawczyk
Stan Hagen,Henny Schnare, Dorrie Ratzlaff, Jenny MacLeod,
Leslie Rolling, Sara J Wilson, Richard J Hebda, Barry O’Neill

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.40
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $26.50

New wastewater system for
three ferries
Victoria-based Hydroxyl Systems has announced that BC Ferry
Services (BCFS) has contracted them to supply three Hydroxyl
CleanSea Oxidation(R) advanced wastewater purification
systems for three BC Ferries vessels. Spirit of British Columbia
(2,100 passengers), Queen of New Westminster (1,340
passengers), and Northern Adventure (600 passengers) will
have the wastewater systems installed by mid-March.
CleanSea Oxidation(R) technology will effectively process
and treat black and grey water generated by the vessels. The
technology will significantly reduce the environmental impact of
effluent discharge in and around the Strait of Georgia.
‘Hydroxyl Systems is pleased to be a part of BC Ferries'
continuing commitment to reducing its environmental footprint
in British Columbia. It’s exciting to see two British Columbia
companies working together to keep environmental impact to a
minimum in waterways along the British Columbia coastline,’
said Hydroxyl CEO Carolyn Rogers, ‘Hydroxyl has demonstrated
that it has the people and technology to provide BC Ferries with
a reliable and robust solution for its wastewater treatment.’
The announcement continues BC Ferries commitment to
environmentally responsible operations. The new systems are in
addition to several other CleanSea Oxidation(R) wastewater
systems already in operation in the BC Ferries fleet. These new
BC Ferries installations join the growing list of Hydroxyl clients
including such leaders in the marine industry as Royal
Caribbean Cruise Lines and Aker Yards.
Hydroxyl Systems Inc, founded in 1993, is recognized
internationally for the development and marketing of
ActiveCell(TM) biofilm carrier wastewater treatment systems
and CleanSea(R) shipboard wastewater treatment systems. ✐

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

49
39

$
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Dear Editor:
I found Patrick Brown’s straightforward report of the ‘how and
why’ behind the US sub-prime debacle immensely informative,
but wondered why he didn’t mention the role of the major bondrating agencies—Standard & Poors, and DBRS—in persuading
many smaller investors to buy this worthless paper.
Their conflict of interest as rating agencies who rely on the
companies whose debt they rate for their own profits deserves a
major report as well.
Perhaps a sequel to his article is in the works?
Sheryl Taylor-Munro, Salt Spring Island

A Voice For Smallhold Farmers
Dear Editor:
In BC, there is no voice for the smallhold farmers’ organizations
to represent their own best interests. Smallhold farmers are
relying on NGOs like the 100 Mile Diet folks, the Eat Local and
organic support groups. Somehow we must bring our issues
clearly to people, to stress their impending lack of choice in the
way they nourish themselves and their families.
Is our provincial government only interested in large-scale
system; not in ecologically sound local system of food
production? The free range option for local meat and poultry is
being slowly destroyed by the new BC Meat Regulations.
Pat Bell states that by 2009 wine, honey, fruits and vegetable
would be the next products ‘regulated’. What will be left to sell at
the farmers markets?
Like the the local meat issue, when all the recalls of vegetables
(lettuce, spinach, salad mixes) have involved large factory farms
and large-scale food processors, what reason is there to ‘regulate’
local vegetable and fruit production.
Locally produced honey and wine, the beautiful finishing
touches to local cuisine and tradition, the mainstay to many
farmers incomes and the sure tourist draw to agritourism are
threatened.
What inspection processes will be forced on the local
producers and at what cost to them? Will they also be charged
the cost of government inspectors as the small-scale meat
processors will be after 2012? That is your end date for local
smallscale meat processing, by the way. The costs involved in
inspection will kill that industry as surely as the sun rises and
sets.
We need to stress to local governments the folly of destroying
their smallhold local food producers and small-scale food
processors which would allow communities access to food
despite any interruption to the large-scale food supply chain.
Local governments will listen if population risk management
best practice is stressed. The failure of a cohesive food supply for
local society is three days away on Vancouver Island, according
to local food supply information.
This issue is beyond party politics, beyond petty local
competitiveness, beyond any consideration but the issue of
human need and human justice. We must assure people of a
consistent, healthy, local food supply. We must assure our
people that their food choices today will be there for their
children tomorrow and for generations to come.
Jenny MacLeod, Gabriola Island

Thanks For A Great Time!
Dear Editor:
I thought I would take this opportunity to acknowledge and
congratulate everyone who took part in making the New Year’s
Party at Saturna’s Rec Centre a smashing success.
The food was wonderful and prepared by BAM—Beth Jones,
Amber Jensen and Maryrose Smith. The congregation chowed
down on assorted salads, roasted potatoes, mixed veggies and
stuffed chicken (or vegetarian dishes)—delicious!
But by far the highlight of the evening had to be the wonderful
motown band that graced our stage and played their hearts out
until 2am. Headlined by Cecille LaRochelle, Kendra Sprinkling,
and Jane Mortifee, we rocked all night long to old R&B, jazz, and
motown classics. I even had the great privilege of getting up on
stage and belting out a song or two. The entire evening was a
rockin’ good time!
So thank you to all the chefs and musicians, set-up and cleanup crews, and all the other event organizers involved. Without
you it would have been a very boring New Year’s Eve indeed.
Chelsea Money, Saturna Island

Once More Into The Potholes
Dear Editor:
The distance from my rural route mailbox, at the intersection of
Bluff Road and Maryanne Road, to my driveway, on South
Warbler Road (first left after right turn off Bluff Road) is under a
kilometre. There are approximately 145 potholes on this stretch
of road.

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2008.
* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

I am sending photos showing just some of these potholes on
Bluff Road. In some of the pictures I have posed my three-yearold grandchild, Kapprice, so you may see the relative size of the
holes (see photo page 12). In others I included one of my garden
boots for comparison to the size of the hole … I wear a size ten,
and the hole is at least four or five times as big as that. Every once
in a while, the guy with the road repair truck comes around and
fills some of the larger ones with soft tarry gravel, which slowly
sinks into the hole or is worn away by the wheels of cars driving
over until the holes return, and/or new ones spring up beside.
I read with great interest Nanaimo MLA Leonard Krog’s
letter in Island Tides (January 24, page 5) on the topic of
potholes on Gabriola Island, which he sent to BC Minister of
Highways, Kevin Falcon. It referred to the waste of money that
goes into the continual ‘patching’ of Gabriola potholes, in his
constituency.
Yes, I fear the potholes are spreading, from Gabriola Island to
Galiano, and likely to other rural locations as well.
Recently Galiano was privileged to have a small stretch of
road in front of our medical clinic paved. We were told that this
would convenience the ambulance if it was required to bring a
patient to the clinic. From where on Galiano? Over the hundreds
of potholes that grace our country roads?
Sometimes, when we Gulf Islanders complain about lack of
or expensive ferry service, we get, from non-Islanders, this rather
mean-spirited comment to dismiss our griping, ‘Well, if you
choose to live in the Gulf Islands, well then, you’ll just have to put
up with it.’
Am I missing something or is this same envious meanspiritedness also applied when it comes to our having paved
roads without potholes, in spite of having paid our taxes?
Mr Krog finished his letter to Mr Falcon with the generous
closing, ‘Thanks for your hopeful assistance in this manner.’ I
hope that my letter, forwarded to Mr Falcon, and other MLAs,
might also spur him to provide some (hopeful) assistance.
Dorrie Ratzlaff, Galiano Island

This is Texada not Texas
Dear Editor:
To paraphrase the most infamous jackass in recent history, you
are either with us or with the enemy. The enemy, West Pac and
their political backers, depend on your indifference and silence.
We need your help.
The Liquefied Natural Gas facility that has been proposed for
Texada Island is not welcome. It represents great danger to all
coastal communities and marine traffic in the straight of
Georgia. It would involve the destruction of Texada (the largest
island in the straight) even if it doesn’t blow up.
West Pac is hoping that Texada, an ‘industrial island,’ will be
ignored and sacrificed for revenue. ‘Houston North’ would be an
eternal nightmare. British Columbia is being threatened with a
malignant, not benign development.
This is our backyard and your playground. No one plays in
the Gulf of Mexico off southeast Texas. Texada Island is smackdab in the middle of paradise. Allowing super tankers and smoke
stacks to destroy this legacy would be criminal. We have been
told that even if 100% of Texadans oppose the LNG project our
voices will be insignificant as we are part of a larger political
arena. Let’s all roar loud enough that our aspiring prime minister
and faux green premier can hear us.
West Pac ‘home invaders’ go back to where the buffalo used
to roam; come over from the dark side and reveal to British
Columbians the real dangers of this greedy insane proposal.
Bruce Thurston, Texada Island

Westpac Ferry?
Dear Editor:
Westpac LNG’s proposal for Texada Island would regularly and
randomly interrupt ferry service between Powell River and
Texada.
In a recent 16-page mail-out to Texada residents, Westpac
states ‘about one LNG carrier every 7 to 10 days or so’ would
arrive at their LNG receipt terminal with a minimum of 24 hours
notice to Vessel Traffic Services. Their frequency would depend
on the size of ship and the seasonal demand. They anticipate 12
to 14 hours to unload the liquefied natural gas. Westpac is aware
that Texada is a ferry dependent island and their LNG docking
facility is in close proximity to the existing ferry terminal.
Would this open-ended and loosely worded proposal cancel
the existing Powell River–Texada Island ferry schedule, leaving
Westpac in a position to decided when and if the Texada ferry
would be in service and operating? Who would be in favour of
handing over a discretionary power of such magnitude to a few
individuals from Westpac? How would they ‘mitigate
unavoidable impacts’ such as not having a regular ferry
schedule?
Texada residents plan to continue to regularly ferry children
to school, get to and from jobs and shopping in Powell River,
receive regular mail delivery, retain the services of the
community bus and the ambulance, see ferry workers employed
and generally carry on business as usual without an LNG
receiving terminal.
Carmen Ward, Texada Island

Are We Really Short of Gas?
Dear Editor:
Westpac LNG Corp has repeatedly indicated they are not
intending or interested in selling natural gas or electricity to the
United States. They will simply be the owner and operator of
their proposed LNG import/electrical generation facility in the
Georgia Strait and earn revenue by charging a toll for its use.
According to the Natural Gas Workshop Report from La
Jolla, California (June 28, 2006) hosted by the Institute of the
Americas, at the actual rates of production, there is enough
natural gas in Canada for the next 57 years. This is contrary to
Westpac’s premise that there is ‘sufficient current and future
demand in Canada’ for natural gas and electrical power to justify
LETTERS, please turn to next page

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)

Friday, February 8

Sunday, February 10

Traces of Emily Carr—multimedia performance: Mascall Dance
Company, Andrew Denton video
projections, and Veda Hille and Her
Band • Malaspina University
Theatre, 900 5th Street, Lots 5C or
D • 7:30pm • Tickets: Falconer
Books,
House
of
Indigo,
www.crimsoncoastdance.org, or @ the door • Info about
associated workshops: Crimson Coast Dance Society 250-7163230 • IN NANIAMO

Island Natural Growers Workshop Series—presenters
include: John Jeavons (How to Grow More Vegetables Than You
Ever Thought Possible On Less Land…); David Mincey, Chef
Grower Collaborations; Wayne Osbourne, Heritage Poultry;
lunch available • Farmers Institute • 9am-3:30pm • Tickets: $30,
pre-register for lunch • Info: Ben Luna 250-538-0115 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, February 9
Eric Burdon & The Animals
with opening guest Dave
Harris—legendary singer of the
’60s British Invasion, Eric
Burdon has 25 ‘Top–40’ hits
including The House of the Rising
Sun • Element Nightclub, 919
Douglas • Doors 6pm, showtime
6:45pm • Tickets: $42.50 advance
/ $45 door @ Lyle’s Place (service
charge),
770
Yates,
and
Strathcona Hotel 919 Douglas
and www.hightideconcerts.net • IN VICTORIA

Sunday, February 10
The Galiano Twirly Tree Shop’s 2nd
Anniversary Celebration—Open House;
meet the co-op’s artists, crafters and vendors
of our eclectic array of art, novelties, gifts
and necessities • #2-33 Manzanita Road,
Sturdies Bay, • Open House 2–4pm •
Everyone Welcome • Info: Dorrie Ratzlaff
250-539-3734, wing@gulfislands.com;
Susanne Laughlin 250-539-2911 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, February 16
Community Hall Valentines Dance—come and swing with
your sweeties at our all-ages dance with DJ ‘Doc Watson’; bring
your favourite Swing CDs & munchies to share • Pender Islands
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by donation• Info: 250629-3669 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, Feb 8, 9, & 10

Sunday, February 17

Weekend Family Fun Swims-enjoy Saanich Commonwealth
Place’s wavepool, waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler
pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna, and cafe. •
Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat
Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • FRI: 3-5pm, 7-9pm; SAT: 1-4pm,
6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 10am-12pm, 1-4pm & 6:30-8:30pm • Info:
24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 • IN SAANICH

‘An
evening
with...’
Ruthie Foster & Band—
elements of blues, gospel,
country and folk combine
with a vibrant voice to charm
audiences of all ages • Alix
Goolden Performance Hall,
907 Pandora • Doors 7pm,
showtime 7:30pm • Tickets:
$25 door/ $23 advance @
Lyle’s Place 770 Yates, 250392-8422, and www.hightideconcerts.net • IN VICTORIA

Sat, Feb 9 & Thurs, Feb 14 & 21
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT FEB 9: P.O.P.
Transportation Film Night: You Never Ride Alone (Bicycling in
BC) & French Fries To Go (Biodiesel); THURS FEB 14: Exiles
(2004, subtitles) in music and images, a French couple search for
Arab and Algerian roots; THURS FEB 21: Sharkwater (2007)
exploring sharks turns into a journey into the balance of life on
earth • Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, February 9
13th Annual Seedy Saturday—seed exchange; plant/seed
sales; farmers’ market; master gardener help-desk; door prizes:
Golden Rules of Seed Saving, Honey Bees, Container Gardening
• Farmers Institute, Rainbow Road, Ganges • 10am–3:30pm •
Admission: $2 • Info: Ben Luna 250-538-0115 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND
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their proposal. The US, on the other hand, is facing a continuous
decline. The above noted report goes on to state that Canada
does not need to develop LNG in order to meet its future
electricity demands. In the words of the report, ‘It is also
important to support Canada’s export volumes and increase
export energy supply diversification.’
Perhaps Westpac’s contention that there is sufficient demand
to justify an LNG import facility on Canadian soil has much more
to do with our southern neighbours than they care to
acknowledge. Would this facility hasten the increase in the
exportation (exploitation) of our energy resources to the
detriment of our future needs?
Leslie Goresky, Texada Island

Basi-Virk Emails
This statement by Carole James, MLA for Victoria-Beacon Hill
and Leader of the BC’s NDP Opposition was sent to Island Tides
for publication.
Dear Editor:
Last year in the BC Legislature, Premier Campbell gave me a firm
commitment that his government would co-operate fully with
the courts to ensure full disclosure in the BC Rail corruption case.
Developments in court this week suggest that Premier
Campbell is not living up to his commitment. Those
developments suggest that the government may in fact
jeopardize the case rather than disclose information the judge
has deemed fundamental to the case.
This Monday the existence of 140 emails between high
government officials and the Premier's office amongst others
was disclosed for the first time. Yesterday, upon review of the
emails for relevancy to the court case, the Judge found 92 to be
relevant, 3 significantly relevant and 1 fundamentally relevant.
According to the judge one email spoke directly to the principle
of ‘innocence at stake’ In other words, it speaks to the issue of
innocence or guilt.
Despite these findings, the government made it clear that it
will continue to reserve its right to argue to prevent disclosure on
the basis of client/solicitor privilege.
These emails, as well as other evidence in the trial, may be
highly compromising to the government’s position regarding the
privatization of BC Rail. They may be highly compromising to
other related issues worked on by the Ministry of Finance, the
Premier’s office and other government agencies. No matter. The
judge has said they are highly—even fundamentally—relevant to
Robert Jackson
250-337-5309

Saturday & Sunday, March 8 & 9
Saturna Open Space 2008 ‘Sustaining Our Community
Services: Issues and Opportunities’—with rising costs, more
amenities and a population that stays relatively stable, how will
we pay for our amenities? • Rec Centre • Everyone welcome, no
charge • Registration/information: Judith 250-539-5405 • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT! 629-3660

the case. The government must waive privilege. They must be
disclosed. Any other result suggests a cover-up and will be more
damaging to government than disclosure.
I call on the Premier, as the leader of the government, to
ensure these documents and others relevant to the case are
disclosed immediately.
Carole James, Victoria

Saturna’s New Firehall #1 Proposal:
Dear Editor:
It seems that some important considerations have been omitted
from the new Fire Hall #1 proposal.
The preferred site has always been a marshy wetland,
according to some who were children here 50 years ago, and the
question needs to be raised as to how many of those types of
habitats we should be contemplating destroying. (My calendar
says that February 2 is World Wetlands Protection Day!)
When the Rec Centre was being proposed five years ago, the
following major issue was raised: since Saturna’s economy
centres around tourism, we’re supposed to be preserving the
ambiance of the Island. It seems inappropriate to place a metal,
factory-type building in such a prominent location now. Not only
will it obliterate the view of the attractively designed and built
Rec Centre, but it will totally change the appearance of the
intersection of Narvaez Bay Road, East Point Road and Harris
LETTERS, please turn to page 8

EXCAVATION AND CUSTOM
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
Landscaping • Trenching • Drainage • & More

250-883-9711
c_tarnowski@hotmail.com

ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING
www.jaxoncraft.com • Comox, BC

Visit with us at
wwwislandtidescom
Read ‘About Us’ section
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time walk is close to that of a human battling a strong headwind,
or climbing a steep slope. It is a very stable method of
locomotion, and with the arms, or flippers, held at a downward
angle and slightly behind the body, allows easy adjustment
should the walker’s equilibrium be disturbed. The posture allows
the occasional flapping of the flippers to regain loss of balance
without loss of dignity.
The other means of penguin locomotion is that adopted by
‘rock-hopping’ types, which makes short jumps with both legs at
once. These penguins can climb almost vertical slopes using this
technique, but it does require long and substantial claws. The
rock-hopping technique is not recommended for humans, even
if you haven’t cut your toenails for several months.
Penguin condominia, home to rock-hoppers, tend to develop
deeply grooved trails up to nesting sites well above the water. In
fact, such grooved trails have been found hundreds of feet
underwater: evidence that sea levels were once well below what
they are now.
The crowded nature of penguin colonies has been offered as
evidence that penguins are social animals. The same could, of
course, be said of the Tokyo subway. It looks to me as if they do
mange to space themselves out relatively evenly, but this does
mean that the more neighbours you have the closer they will be.
Hatching a child, however, is not allowed to disturb the
essential dignity of the individual. This activity is shared by both
mum and dad. And how do the chicks tell them apart? On the
other hand, the human habit of varied feminine plumage would
just confuse penguins and possibly lead to domestic
disharmony. Better everyone should look the same. The chicks
will manage somehow. ✐
HEART from page 2
of BC & Yukon to enhance the prevention and treatment of
strokes and improve health outcomes for British Columbians. In
July, The Healthy Heart Society of BC joined ActNow’s on its
‘Road to Community Health Tour’, screening British
Columbians for their heart health risk factors.
The Ministry of Health is also involved in a joint initiative
with the BC Medical Association actively promoting
participation by family practitioners in evidence-based care for
patients with high-blood pressure and congestive heart failure.
Currently, more than 2,800 family practitioners are
participating in this program with a total of more than 293,000
BC patients.
ActNow BC is the province’s health and wellness initiative
with the goal of reducing chronic diseases. Learn more about
healthy lifestyles at www.actnowbc.ca. ✐

Looking For a Painter
Dear Editor:
I am trying to find a fellow called E R Turner or Edward Turner,
or Ted Turner, an artist who painted the picture that is on the
front of the book The Columbia Is Coming by Doris Anderson.
His painting was given to us and we have it now framed onboard
our boat COLUMBIA III, which we use for charters
(www.mothershipadventures.com). We are wanting to copy this
painting into cards and postcards and need to have permission
from this artist who we cannot find!
We think he may still be in the Southern Gulf Islands and will
be doing a tour in that area with the World Wildlife Fund from
March 16 to 21. I would love to meet with E R Turner and have
him aboard if indeed he lives in the Gulf Islands…there are
pictures of our boat in the book, and I’m sure he’s been on board
in past years.
Fern Kornelsen, Sonora Island

CJT ENTERPRISES
C R A F T
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Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
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• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
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Two Islands’ foods score high
Studies reveal that two Islands’ crops have much to offer—garlic
and blackberries are in the news.
Garlic can combat the effects of arsenic in well water and
blackberries are twice as high in anti-oxidants as blueberries!
In India, experimental rats which were fed garlic extracts
retained 40% less arsenic in their blood and liver. Sulphur
substances are the active antidote to arsenic. Though eating
three cloves of garlic a day may require an antidote to garlic
breath!
Even more significant for Islanders harvesters are the
blackberries. Two studies now rank blackberries at top of the
cancer-fighting foods list. Another good reason to get out and
harvest the summer’s free bounty. Other foods on the list are
walnuts, strawberries, blueberries, artichokes, cranberries,
coffee, raspberries, pecans and ground cloves. ✐

Sean W. Copeland

Photo: Helen Elizabeth Schnare, wwww.henny.ca

Financial Planner

Master fisher takes a break. Kingfisher on a mossy branch.

Custom Portfolio Designs
RRIF, Pension & RRSP

Whose behind the labels; separating green from greenwash
Canadian start-up company Big Room Inc has launched the
world’s biggest independent directory of ecolabels. Available
through an easy to use online database at www.ecolabelling.org,
So far, Big Room provides information about 285 global
ecolabels—everything from organic food, to wood products, to
carbon offsets—for consumers, producers and procurers.
Ecolabels have been available to consumers since the 1970s
but in recent years, interest in labels on consumer products has
increased substantially. Company founders Jacob Malthouse,
Trevor Bowden and Anastasia O’Rourke, came up with the idea
while conducting research into how consumers make decisions
about green products and services.
‘We realized that it’s hard to find out who’s deciding what’s
‘green’, so we set out to make it easier for everyone to look behind
the label. Knowing who’s behind a sticker and what it means can

604-889-5982
scopeland@shaw.ca
www.swcopeland.com

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM

LOCAL GOVERNMENT from page 2
corporations and negotiating trade deals that are neither
beneficial to our communities nor something those
governments believe requires local input.
Globalization rhetoric lets Ottawa and Victoria off the hook
for ignoring our infrastructure needs, cutting back on taxtransfers but off-loading more responsibility to local
governments.

Sending Our Tax Money Home
First of all, senior governments need to reverse this trend by
making sure communities have the resources they need. One
way to start, suggested by both the Union of BC Municipalities
and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, is to direct a
portion of the GST or the provincial sales tax to municipalities.
This would help address questions like the infrastructure deficit,
among other needs.
We also need to have both our federal and provincial
governments take the crisis we have in the BC forest industry
more seriously. We know how much money goes into Ontario
and Quebec to deal with the automobile industry. Do we need to
start building cars with pine beetle wood before they start
listening?
Above all, we need to have serious amounts of infrastructure
money to make sure our communities can take advantage of
economic opportunities. That means we need roads, sewers, and
water systems, and we need them now, when the forest industry
is in crisis.

Spending Public Money Locally
We know that our citizens will hold local community leaders
accountable for how that money is spent. And we need to spend
that money in a way that has the maximum impact on our
communities. For smaller communities in particular, I believe
that part of what makes this possible is the right to have some
sort of preference for local businesses. This is nothing new: these
very practices—especially in the area of procurement strategies
targeting local firms—are common in the United States: in 25 of
50 states, 13 of 26 large cities, and five of 18 large counties.
The critical concept in this policy area—and this is where the

Sanctuary

An intimate ocean front Gulf Island residence
perfect for either year-round living or as a
tranquil retreat. Over 650 sqft of decks provide
stunning panoramic ocean and island views.
This West Coast styled home features soaring
windows, vaulted ceilings, sundrenched decks
and plenty of living space. Includes a share in
268 acres and a shared 300ft deep water dock.
MLS 238626 $790,000

help people to separate the green from the greenwash,’ says
Malthouse.
The trio, who met while working for international
environmental organizations in Europe, has identified nearly
500,000 products with a green label or certification. They have
found ecolabels for products and services in almost every sector.
The majority of existing ecolabels are in food and other
consumer retail goods, and they tend to be concentrated in
Western Europe and North America.
‘Interestingly enough, Big Room didn’t find any ecolabels for
the emerging clean-tech sector including technologies around
alternative energy,’ says O’Rourke. ‘Right now, clean-tech has a
green halo, but as it grows, we expect more questions to be raised
around its green credentials and hence more certification
schemes. Big Room will continue monitoring information. ✐

individual citizen plays a big role—is the economic multiplier.
What this means is that each purchase you make triggers
purchases by others. For instance, a dollar spent on rent might
be spent again by your property owner at your local grocer, who
in turn pays an employee who then buys a movie ticket. And thus
you have what economists call ‘the multiplier’—the more times a
dollar circulates within a defined geographic area, and the faster
it circulates without leaving that area, the more income, wealth,
and jobs it generates.
The basic concept in community economics points to the
importance of maximizing the number of dollars entering a
community and minimizing their subsequent departure.
The TILMA, it should be noted, expressly forbids this.

Eating Locally
Another thing local governments could look seriously at is
import substitution. We’ve heard a lot recently about the 100mile diet. If we buy locally produced food, it is fresher and easier
on the environment. It takes a lot of fuel to fly in apples from
Chile.
Why shouldn’t local governments and school boards
specifically look at sourcing their food requirements locally? And
how many other products could we do this with? Import
substitution is the most direct means by which we can build local
economic multipliers.
Of course, those kinds of small things that can help build our
local economies are not part of the globalization mantra that
seems to have us hypnotized. Import substitution is a lot cheaper
than trying to build an export economy. We can support our
local businesses and our communities for next to nothing.
A city or region that can produce local substitutions for
imports, injects income that will stay in the community for a
long period of time, boosting local economic vitality
substantially.
Barry O'Neill is president of CUPE BC. This column is an
adapted excerpt of a presentation he gave in five Vancouver
Island communities at the end of January. ✐

Masterpiece

Serene Retreat

A serene property for residence or a private
escape in the Gulf Islands. Absolutely private, 3
bedroom plus den, 1700 sqft home on 5.34 open
and wooded acres next to Gulf Islands National
Park. Fir ﬂoors, french doors, cathedral ceilings,
exposed beams, skylights, metal roof, enamel
wood stove. Dream of a cottage escape and this
is what comes to mind. Zoning allows for a
second cottage MLS 240173 $499,000

For more information please visit

www.ianheath.net

477-1100

This supreme Gulf Island ocean front home is
a spectacular oﬀering. This rustic yet modern
home is spacious enough for large family
gatherings while maintaining the warmth of a
weekend hideaway. 4 bedrooms, 5 baths, soaring
windows, hardwood ﬂoors, skylights, ﬁreplaces,
25’ vaulted ceilings and breathtaking views.
Shares in 268 acres and a 300ft dock. MLS
238660 $1,390,000

Clean water for Haiti update ~ Leslie Rolling
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Since 2001, Island Tides has been following the story of this Christian mission which makes and installs biosand water filters as a simple,
effective and affordable solution to the lack of clean water sources for Haitian families.
up. From there we’ll be able to do specific planning for materials.
he’s basically Chris’ right hand man.
Through the mission’s loans to staff, we have a valuable We are hoping to start the project no later than early fall during
opportunity to teach our workers about money management and the dry season, though there’s a chance that we may be able to
responsibility. Last year Jean came to us for a loan because he start some of the beginning stages early in the year.
Another of our big projects for this year is installing solar
wanted to buy land and start building a house. Since then Jean
has built the foundation on his house and will continue as he has panels. We’re very excited about this project because about
money.
$5,500 of our operating expenses each year go towards fuel for
He is also buying the KIA truck from the mission and will put our generator that charges our bank of batteries and helps power
it into service as a public transit vehicle (Tap Tap). He came with our welder and other big equipment. The solar panels will reduce
all his facts and figures of how he was going to make it work— our generator running time from about 5 hours a day to about 30
amazing to see in someone so young.
minutes! Just long enough to fill our water tank. The solar panels
I think the others have seen what he’s able to do and it and funds to build the support structure are being donated by
inspires them. Luxon is building
Canadian
Humanitarian,
an
a house for his family, Fristner
organization based out of Medicine
bought a scooter so he doesn’t
Hat, Alberta. We’ll be hosting a few
have to tap tap to-and-from
volunteers in May to help us install
work, Thony wants to buy land
everything. It’s very exciting.
and build, and Evens has been
The last big project that we have
putting himself through trade
planned for early this year is the
school learning plumbing and
purchase of another mission vehicle. I
electrical skills—which we’re
know we just got a new truck. But,
already putting to use here.
that’s the problem—all of the mission
We have had a lot of people
vehicles are work trucks and not
express interest in volunteering
sufficient for transporting more than
with us over the last year.
three people. With more visitors
LESLIE, CHRIS, STAFF & TRUCK
Through
the
volunteer
coming in we need to be thinking
application package available on
about how we move people. With some of the safety issues that
our website (www.cleanwaterforhaiti.org) we’re able to do a Haiti has seen and the fact that not all of our visitors are young
better screening process than before.
and spry, we need to find something other than the back of a
Haiti is a hard place to live and the work we do is very specific, truck for moving people about.
so the new process has helped Chris and I see that some people
Also, it’s a personal thing for Chris and I. As we wait for our
are a better fit than others. Because of the connections that we soon to be adopted daughter to make her appearance we’re
have with other projects we’re also able to refer those that might thinking that having one vehicle with seat belts in it would be a
not be a good fit for us to other organizations and it’s been good thing so we can strap in a car-seat. I’ve also been having
encouraging to find that several referrals of ours are going to be back problems from several weeks in the back of the truck while
a good fit.
we had visitors, and Chris has bad asthma, so a vehicle that we
In August, October and November we welcomed our first can all ride in, hopefully with air conditioning so we can block
groups of visitors to the mission in over two years. We now have out dust will be such a blessing. We’re hoping to find a large van
a process for visitors to go through that helps them to have a in the coming months that will have enough room for a group of
better idea of what to expect while they’re with us. People doing people and all their luggage. The van will also make supply trips
a ‘mission trip’ have expectations of what it’ll be like, and often to Port au Prince on the bad, bumpy roads. ✐
their expectations and reality are two very different things. By
helping people prepare for their time with us we’ve seen a big
difference.
Chris and I went out on a limb with our Christmas vacation
JULIE TRAINING AT AN ORPHANAGE
and just locked up the house for the two weeks that we would be
...because we live here.
problem was actually that it wasn’t pretty. We tried to tell her away. Friends Gary and Carolyn took care of paying our staff and
that it would function as it needed to function—to carry all of her spent New Year’s here, but other than that things functioned on
Join Western Canada’s largest Insurance brokerage
supplies—and that if she didn't like it she could trade bags with their own. We were so happy to return to no problems.
Insurance / Investments / Agency Banking
one of the guys. We later realized that it wasn’t just an issue of
We’re realizing that the mission is in fact in a very different
aesthetics, but also that she took a lot of pride in her job, and that place than it was two years ago when there was a robbery here in
Pender Island Agencies - Western Financial Group is seeking
means a lot to us. I love that not only does she do visits, but she our absence. We’ve taken a lot of security measures over the past
a Customer Service Representative to join their insurance team.
In this role, you will use your professional and courteous manner
also does other things if she’s back early, like drill holes in tubes years and have a wonderful guardian. We've been able to go
to build rapport with insurance clients and insurance providers.
and wash the scooters.
away three times now with no problems. It’s such a blessing to us
Your customer service focus and attention to detail combined with
I have a problem with the roles that are designated between because it can be so hard to get a much needed rest when you’re
your strong organizational and communication skills will be key to
success. Your ability to prioritize within a fast-paced, growing work
men and women here and have tried to set the example by using wondering if the mission will still be standing when you get back.
environment is essential.
power tools, and not always waiting for men to come to my Our staff is a big part of the success as they’ve taken good care of
rescue. I think it’s working!
things in our absence.
4XDOL¿FDWLRQV
I love to see how our staff are developing. We have quite an
6WURQJ062I¿FHVNLOOVDUHUHTXLUHG
Thanks to our donors, we are starting the year off in a great
• Level 1Insurance License is preferred
age range with the oldest technician in his 40s and the youngest financial position. We have some big projects planned for 2008
in his early 20s.
so we still need more funding to come in. One of those
Western Financial Group strongly believes in continuing
Manes, as I
education and is committed to providing the right candidates with
projects is a dorm/staff building. This has been a need
proper training and licensing.
write, is putting the
ed for some time, as the mission grows and our
finishing touches
volunteer staff increase we must prepare. Our current
If this is the opportunity you have been looking for, we want to meet
on the shelves that
you. Please submit your resume to:
dorms allow us to accommodate a good number of
he’s just built for
people for training classes and visiting groups. Our
Pender Island Agencies
the shop. He’s
plan is to add a second storey to the building to make
21 Driftwood Centre, Box 10
learning the basics
accommodation for volunteer staff. The new addition
Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
of welding and
)D[
would give long-term volunteers a place to call their
when we get the
Or on-line at ZZZZHVWHUQ¿QDQFLDOJURXSQHW
own.
new MIG welder
Unfortunately
he’ll learn to make
the
current
molds and become
MANES MAKING SHELVES
building has some
our Boss Soude
structural issues
(welding boss).
and before we can build the
We love the responsibility that Jean demonstrates to us and second storey we need to do
the other staff. That’s why he’s in charge! Jean started working at some major work on it. We
Clean Water for Haiti when the mission first moved to this site are currently in the planning
back in 2002. He would rake the yard before going to school stages with an engineer
every day. Through working here, Jean was able to finish school friend to get the plans done
and has done some computer training. As our project manager
t’s amazing to think that it’s already 2008. Chris and I have
spent some time looking back on last year and we’re feeling
incredibly blessed to see where the mission is now compared
to just over a year ago.
When Chris and I got married in July 2006 we knew that we
wanted to start working at making a lot of things more stable
around ‘Clean Water for Haiti’ when we returned from our
honeymoon. We knew it was a time for working closely with our
staff and encouraging them to take more leadership with our
programs. We knew we also needed to change the way we looked
for volunteers and the process that they went through to become
part of our staff. Haiti was slowly becoming safer too and we
looked at the possibility of welcoming visitors to the mission
again.
We are so proud of the staff that we have here now. Over the
last year we’ve seen them turn from people that just had a job to
people that are proud of the work that they’re doing here for the
mission. For a while now, they have had opportunities to visit
communities where filters have been installed and they can see
the difference they are making in the lives of their fellow people.
They aren’t sitting and waiting for us to do the work, they are
doing it themselves.
We now have nine men and one woman working for us. Jean,
Evens, Luxon, Thony, Fristner, Manes, Richard, Michel, Kelele
and Julie are all doing a fabulous job. We are hoping to add two
more women to our staff sometime this year to work with Julie
doing filter follow-up and education for users.
Chris and I had a good laugh the other day when Julie came
into the house with the army rucksack that Chris brought back
for her to use to do her visits because it was ‘heavy’. We knew the

I

Western Financial Group

PASS IT ON…Your Breast Health Has Support
The Screening Mammography Program’s
mobile service will be at the Courthouse 343
Lower Ganges Road on Saltspring Island ,
March 3-7, 2008 providing free screening
mammograms to eligible BC women ages 40 to
79. No doctor’s referral is needed.
Visit www.smpbc.ca for more information.
Call today to book an appointment –
a visit takes about 15 minutes
1-800-663-9203 (toll-free)

We Deliver Peace of Mind
Manufacturing Quality Log Homes

Call now... we’ll build your dream!
Toll free: 1.866.462.9608

14093-256th St.
Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 1C9
Email: info@calicologhomes.com
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LETTERS from page 5
Road when all the trees and shrubs are cut down and removed
from that property. The Rec Centre Society directors listened to
the wisdom of the earlier input & completed a building that was
architecturally harmonious with existing structures.
The present firehall, the Rec Centre and the General Store all
have a Gulf Islands ambiance about them—wooden buildings of
a certain style and character. The proposed firehall building will
not ‘fit’ in architecturally or esthetically. Either a type of exterior
cladding or another location needs to be considered. As a
property tax payer, I prefer to have more money spent on this
project than have it ruin the feel & appearance of the Island
character.
Dawn Wood, Saturna

Dreaming of the
perfect retirement?
Start here.
4.00%
90 DAY

CONVERTIBLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

A premium rate,
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5.00%
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5.00% 5th year rate.†
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Savings Plan (RRSP) from Island Savings, your retirement nest egg can
keep growing. Plus you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing you’re investing
in yourself and your community.
Take advantage of these limited time rates today – and see why we say,
it’s good to be here.

* Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as deﬁned by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
Interest rates subject to change without notice. †See branch for details. ‡All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible.
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An OCP Is Signed
Dear Editor:
On January 31, I joined my fellow LTC members in adopting
Bylaw 171, the new Official Community Plan for North Pender
Island.
Over three years ago, at the request of the LTC, members of
our community began the sometimes arduous business of
attending meetings and exchanging thoughts and ideas about a
new vision for the future of land use on North Pender Island.
The process began with input from over 200 community
members, who, through their involvement in and submissions to
eleven focus groups, set the course for the document we signed
into law. They brought forth a diversity of ideas and opinions on
the different topics that they examined. But there were also some
recurring themes that became apparent once the reports were in.
By means of these groups of dedicated individuals, the
community had looked at their existing OCP and asked for a lot
of changes, changes that would reflect the new millennium;
changes that they felt would help to envision a better approach to
planning how we use our land.
Some core principles and objectives were presented and I
think it is worth taking a moment to look back at this early vision
to reflect on how far we’ve come since then.
The vision was: that a new OCP should reflect the growing
awareness of the importance of biodiversity; that it ought to
emulate the goals of the Islands Trust Policy Statement; and that
it should try to reconcile the delicate balance between our human
needs and the needs of the natural environment and ecosystems
that provide for us.
The vision was: that planning would be more mindful of our
most precious shared resource—our water—and more cognizant
of our fragile marine environment, our inter-tidal zones.
The vision was: that traditional land uses should be
supported; that our ALR lands be protected; that we support
agriculture and recognize the growing importance of a local
source for our food; that we support sustainable forestry and
remember the importance of our working landscape.
The vision was: that natural areas be retained where possible;
and that when and where development seemed likely or
inevitable, planning would do its best to work with the
landowner to mitigate impacts. To remember that not that long
ago, these natural areas encompassed the entire island.
Support was expressed that we plan for community-centered
tourism in an enlightened way, a way that would protect our
unique lifestyle, welcome and educate our visitors.
Hopes were expressed that a new OCP could help to foster
creation of a better transportation plan which could find
healthier more efficient ways to traverse the island.
A need was identified for policies that would keep our
neighbourhoods inclusive rather than exclusive and a desire that
somehow, the island could continue to be a place where people
of varying ages, incomes and abilities could find and keep a
home.
An apt way to describe the job of an elected person might be
to say that we are in the business of managing change. But I
would assert that we are all, in our own personal lives and in our
broader community, engaged in the business of managing
change. Some change we strive for, to improve our lives or lives
of others. Some change we struggle with because we know it is
needed or external forces mean that we simply have no choice.
It seems that what really matters at the end of the day, is how
we choose to deal with change. Do we resist it or do we come
together, support each other, and plan for it where possible?
When we plan for change, does hope prevail or does fear rule the
day?
While any dialogue discussion or process worth having is sure
to bring forward divergent points of view, the community
showed that, as Islanders, we have more in common than that
which might set us apart. To me, Bylaw 171 is proof that North
Pender is a hopeful place, populated by people with vision who
care deeply about the future.
So I hope you will join me by taking this opportunity to
welcome change, and to recognize the many people who have
contributed throughout the process: community members;
members of community organizations; staff of the CRD,
provincial ministries and Parks Canada.
Thank you to all who took time to participate, making calls,
writing letters, sending emails, attending meetings, asking
thoughtful questions and sharing ideas.
Thank you to all the Islands Trust staff, especially CAO Linda
Adams, GIS Mapping Specialist Brett Kortelling, Ecosystem
Protection Specialist Ardice Neudorf, our diligent Island Planner
Robert Kojima, our attentive Recording Secretary Zorah Starr.
Thanks most of all to my erudite fellow trustees, Local Chair
Gisele Rudischer and my fellow Local Trustee Gary Steeves,
whom have been so generous with their time, knowledge and
patience in all of our deliberations.
Ken Hancock, Local Trustee North Pender Island ✐
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Climate change in BC ~ Sara J Wilson and Richard J Hebda
The following article is an adaptation of the executive summary of a report commissioned by The Land Trust Alliance of BC, published in January.
limate change will have wide-ranging impacts on natural, along the coast and in the interior. A major decline in spruce
managed and human systems. These impacts pose forests and alpine ecosystems will occur. A wide range of changes
challenges and opportunities for human settlement and in wetlands and aquatic ecosystems such as the drowning of
resource use as well as the conservation, management and estuaries and erosion of shorelines are predicted as sea level
stewardship of lands. The combination of climate change and rises. In addition, increased damage from storms, flooding,
human conversion and the degradation of natural landscapes erosion, droughts, and pest outbreaks are expected.
threatens ecosystems and the services they provide.
Preservation Has Higher Value Than
Current and future climate change will impact forests,
Renewal
wetlands, rivers, and coastal areas, as well as the human
Conversion of forests to non-forest land use rapidly releases
communities that depend upon them.
International studies have reported that northern forests and stored carbon as carbon dioxide impacting the atmosphere and
the arctic region are the most affected by the changing climate. climate for centuries to come. The conversion of a coastal oldgrowth forest to a younger plantation
Climate in northern
areas, including British It is not the strongest of the species that survive, forest reduces carbon storage by 305
Columbia is warming, nor the most intelligent, but the most responsive tonnes of carbon per hectare over a 60year rotation, and total carbon storage is
and will likely continue
reduced for at least 250 years. For
to warm, more rapidly to change.
—Charles Darwin (1835) example the past century’s conversion of
than the global average.
five million hectares of old-growth
Natural
ecosystems
forests to younger plantations in Oregon and Washington
play a role in mitigating climate change.
The projected impacts of climate change on ecosystems in released 1.5 to 1.8 billion tonnes of carbon to the atmosphere.
The conservation of British Columbia’s natural ecosystems
British Columbia; and, strategies to reduce impacts, focusing on
can have a strong impact on the avoidance of carbon emissions.
conservation and ecosystem protection.
In comparison, the planting of trees on an unforested site has no
Carbon Stewardship
Biomass and soils, the living carbon of ecosystems, remove and net carbon dioxide benefits over the first 10-20 years, and
store carbon dioxide from the atmosphere naturally. Adapting thereafter the benefits are much less than the avoided emissions
to, and reducing the degree of climate warming demands more from a protected forest of equal area.

C

than reducing or replacing the use of ancient carbon, namely
fossil fuels, for energy.
One of the essential life support services provided by
ecosystems is the protection of the climate through carboncycling. We suggest that ‘carbon stewardship’ is an important
concept that needs to be incorporated into policies and planning
for climate change. This includes protecting the carbon stored in
natural and semi-natural ecosystems.

Natural Gifts
Natural ecosystems provide an enormous range of goods and
services that sustain our health and well-being including: food,
materials, clean air, clean water, nutrient cycling, as well as
recreation, education and spiritual uplift.
A recent global assessment of human impacts on the world’s
ecosystems found that 60% of ecosystem services including:
fresh water, air and water purification, and the regulation of
climate are in decline. The loss of natural habitat worldwide due
to human impact has resulted in an estimated loss of $250
billion per year. Climate change will exacerbate the degradation
of ecosystems and the loss of ecosystem services.

Natural Systems Aid Us
Natural ecosystems provide key services related to climate
change notably carbon dioxide absorption and carbon storage.
For example, global ocean and land ecosystems typically remove
about 50-60% of human-caused carbon dioxide emissions.
Intact natural ecosystems are the most change resilient; they
provide the best opportunities for adaptation as the climate
changes; through water storage, flood protection and the
provision of corridors for migrating wildlife. Intact natural
systems also store the most carbon.
British Columbia ecosystems play an important role in
carbon-cycling and storage. Forest ecosystems in particular are
huge reservoirs of carbon, storing it in living plants, soil and peat.
Globally, forest ecosystems contain more than half of all
terrestrial carbon and account for about 80% of the exchange of
carbon between terrestrial ecosystems and the atmosphere.
British Columbia forests have the some of the highest carbon
stores in Canada averaging 311 tonnes per hectare with some
coastal forests holding 600 to 1,300 tonnes per hectare. Based on
the average estimates, the total carbon stored by BC’s forests
amounts to 88 times Canada’s annual greenhouse gas (gHg)
emissions. (989 times BC’s gHg annual emissions). This stored
carbon is worth an estimated total of $774 billion, or $62 billion
per year ($1,072 per hectare). In addition, British Columbia’s
peatlands hold 6.8 billion tonnes of carbon and remove a further
1.5 million tonnes per year.

Climate Change Already Apparent
British Columbia’s ecosystems and the services they provide are
at high risk to the impacts of climate change. Average annual
temperature and precipitation have changed significantly in
British Columbia consistent with the projections from climate
change models. Climate change impacts such as earlier
snowmelt, the mountain pine beetle outbreak, and declining
health in western redcedar are already evident in British
Columbia.
Studies of fossil records demonstrate that the projected
changes in British Columbia’s climate will result in a different
pattern of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems than exists today
and will force widespread species migrations.
Climate impact models project several changes across our
landscapes, including an overall shift of southern ecosystem
types towards northern BC. Dry forest and grassland
ecosystems, and lowland conifer forests will spread upslope

Economic Strategy—Carbon Offsets

Carbon offsets, an economic remedy, are intended to counteract
greenhouse gases that are emitted into the atmosphere at a
specific source by sequestering them elsewhere. Carbon offsets
are purchased by individuals and companies to offset their own
carbon emissions. The voluntary market for carbon offsets by
corporations and individuals is growing very rapidly. In 2006, it
was worth an estimated $100 million.
The major concerns regarding the validity of voluntary
carbon offsets are the verification of the quality of the offsets, the
long term accountability of projects, and the lack of a universal
standard. Some offset providers have a certification process, but
it is difficult to verify the validity of many projects. The key issues
are whether the offset is in addition (ie additionality) to what
would occur as a normal matter of course (ie business as usual),
or whether or not a project results in increased gHg emissions
elsewhere (ie leakage).
There is however much support for carbon offsets because
they prompt people and communities to factor in the cost of their
carbon footprint when making decisions. Carbon offsets also
result in putting a price on carbon, a value that begins to filter
into people’s thinking and business operations.
Carbon offsets for the protection of stored carbon (ie: avoided
emissions from ecosystem degradation and conversion) are not
currently available in carbon markets, although reliable
institutions such as the Chicago Climate Exchange provide
offsets from managed lands including agricultural, forest and
range lands. There are also other mechanisms for land trust and
conservation agencies to directly facilitate financial
contributions towards the protection of forests and peatlands as
a gift or to reduce a business or individual’s carbon footprint.

British Columbia’s Carbon Offsets
The BC government has mandated the reduction of gHg
emissions by at least 33% below 2007 levels by 2020, and that
government agencies become carbon neutral by 2010. For every
tonne of gHg emitted by government travel, the province will
invest $25 in a new BC Carbon Trust to ensure that taxes are
invested in valid offset projects in BC. In addition, a new carbontrading registry will allow BC residents to offset their personal
carbon footprint beginning in 2008.
BC’s local governments also have committed to be carbon
neutral by 2012. the Union of BC Municipalities and the BC
government will establish a joint green communities committee
and working groups to develop actions to address climate change
and meet the 2012 target. These initiatives may provide
opportunities for land trusts and other conservation agencies to
form partnerships on land-use planning, land stewardship
projects, and conservation or management agreements on
natural areas for building resiliency to climate change.

Conservation Strategies:
Adaptation and Mitigation
The protection of land offers multiple values in addition to
fostering biodiversity. The protection of healthy, functioning and
diverse ecosystems provides resilience for natural areas and
nearby human communities and reduces the risk of rapid
changes and loss of ecosystem values and services.
In the last ten years, British Columbia land trusts have
protected more than a quarter million hectares of land in trust
for public benefits. Land trusts will benefit by expanding their
partnerships with local, provincial and federal agencies and
protected area strategies to ensure that the areas and ecosystems
will continue to provide benefits to society.
It is now imperative that land use planning, including

conservation initiatives,
anticipate
climate
change impacts and
integrate strategies to
avoid risks and optimize
opportunities.
Local, regional and
national agencies will
need to review their
objectives in the context
of climate change. For
example, conservation
planning for relatively
large areas and a wide
range of values are at
less risk to climate
change than those focused on small areas for specific values such
as single species conservation.
In addition, it will be even more important for conservation
objectives to be linked to other land management decisionmaking. Decisions concerning land acquisition or conservation
strategies need to consider the potential impacts of climate
change, links and wildlife corridors to other natural lands for
species migration, and in setting the priority for multiple
ecosystem values rather than a single specific value. Providing
the greatest options for the changing character of habitats ahead
will be critical.
CLIMATE CHANGE, please turn to page 11

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 412-1110

www.watertiger.net
ONE LEASE SPACE AT HOPE BAY
Oceanfront
Oceanfront
prof
essional space
professional
on Pender
Pender Island

Call for
es:
for info
info on our reasonable
reasonable rat
rates:
250.629.9990 or email info@hopeba
yrising.com
ising.com
info@hopebayr

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Relatives far away? They can keep up with the Islands by reading
the full copy of Island Tides on the Internet - www.islandtides.com

It’s like they are still visiting!

www.islandtides.com
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BC150 celebrates Black history month
Honourable Stan Hagen
2008 is the year to celebrate BC150—150 years
of cultural diversity, community strength,
innovation, and countless achievements in
British Columbia. From the legacy of BC’s First
Nations people to the tales of the gold rush, our
heritage is rich and fascinating and contains
numerous stories about the ordinary and
extraordinary people who helped shape our
province into what it is today.
Those stories include the remarkable
accounts of the people who left their homes in
the United States 150 years ago to travel to
Canada at the request of Sir James Douglas, the
then Governor of the Colony of Vancouver
Island.
Douglas wanted more settlers in Fort
Victoria to protect the interests of the Hudson’s
Bay Company from a potential annexation of
Vancouver Island after the influx of American
gold prospectors during the gold rush.
Douglas—who was of Scottish and West Indian
descent—issued an invitation to the black
people of California, many of whom were
seeking a less restrictive way of life. These first
black pioneers—approximately 700 people—
accepted the invitation, arriving at Fort Victoria
in April 1858.
BC150 and this year’s Black History Month
both commemorate the 150th anniversary of
the arrival of the first black settlers and are
opportunities to recognize and celebrate British
Columbia’s diverse history.
Two well-known black pioneers who arrived
in 1858 were Charles and Nancy Alexander.
After their arrival on Vancouver Island, Charles
found work as a carpenter and lay pastor and he
and his wife founded the Shady Creek
Methodist Church in Saanich, as well as
becoming respected farmers.
A number of their descendants still reside in
British Columbia—one of them, the

Honourable Therese Alexander, is a provincial
court judge and Royal Jubilee Medal recipient.
Karen Alexander Hoshal, another direct
descendant and president of the BC Black
History Awareness Society, says that this
summer, she and her relatives are planning a
family reunion. Their last reunion—held five
years ago—was attended by 400 direct
descendants of Charles and Nancy Alexander.
Wellington Delaney Moses, another black
pioneer who arrived in Victoria from California
in 1858, established the Pioneer Shaving Shop
and Bath Room. Later, he worked as a
travelling barber, eventually making his way to
Barkerville where he ran a barbershop and dry
goods store.
Moses has been immortalized in several
books and articles not only for his
entrepreneurial and adventurous spirit, but
also for the role he played in helping to catch a
friend’s murderer during the Cariboo Gold
Rush. Today, Moses’ barber shop, complete
with chair and tools, is still a feature on the
main street in historic Barkerville.
BC150 is a time to honour British
Columbians like the Alexander family,
Wellington Moses, and other pioneers. It’s a
time to reflect upon the hard work and
innovation that sets BC apart. It’s a time to
share our stories with the world. All year long,
communities from every corner of British
Columbia will showcase their collective
histories and highlight their numerous success
stories according to five key pillars: heritage,
communities, multiculturalism, aboriginal
peoples, and arts and culture.
These are celebrations like no other, because
they will capture the very essence of our
province. For more information about BC150
events and activities in your community, visit
our website at www.bc150.ca. ✐

Valparaíso ~ Patrick Brown
alparaíso was founded in 1536 as a
European city in South America and a
major Pacific ocean port. It’s Chile’s
third largest metropolitan area, with a
population of some three million. First of all, it
is Chile’s major port, serving the entire country
but particularly the capital, Santiago, which lies
a couple of hours’ drive inland. The port was
established in the sixteenth century on a narrow
strip of land along the waterfont, backed by a
range of formidable cliffs. Before the 1914
opening of the Panama Canal, Valparaíso
(which means ‘paradise valley’) was one of the
busiest ports on the Pacific.
But there are really two Valparaísos (and
one is not a valley): the financial district along
the shore and the residential area on those
steep hills, cerros, rising immediately behind.
And now even a third: the resort city of Vina del
Mar, to the north—of which more later.
The commercial part of the city lies along the
shore, an architectural celebration of late
Victorian affluence. The narrow, winding
streets host impressive buildings of stone and
plaster: banks, trading companies, warehouses,
shipping companies, brokers; recalling the City
of London. But the colours are far from the gray
battlements of European capitals; Valparaíso’s
financial district displays brilliant pastel colours
and, particularly around the central square, the
recently restored exuberance of the golden age
of commerce. Each façade is a composition,
each window and door an event to be crowned
with theatrical carvings and plasterwork. A
world city, not to be trifled with.
Looking up from below, the texture of the
cerros is a multicoloured jigsaw with no
apparent pattern. The forbidding cliffs
discourage building, or even climbing. Yet it
was atop these cliffs that the newly rich built
their houses, with magnificent views of the bay
and the sea.
Clinging to every outcropping, they left little
room for streets, which were forced to wind
precipitously in between. In every architectural
style and colour, they delight the eye and
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Stones for soup? Or
showers of blessing?

Important Notice
to Employers

Betty Krawczyk

Supporting Students:
Serving Communities
Canada Summer Jobs is an initiative of the Summer
:RUN([SHULHQFHSURJUDP,WSURYLGHVIXQGLQJIRUQRWIRUSUR¿W
organizations, public-sector employers, and small businesses with
50 or fewer employees to create work experiences for students between
the ages of 15 and 30.
If you are an eligible employer, we invite you to submit your application
between February 1 and February 29, 2008.
Application forms are available online, through the Youth Info Line at
1-800-935-5555, or at any Service Canada Centre.
Applications can be submitted online, by mail, by fax, or in person at any
Service Canada Centre.

For more information:
Call

1-800-935-5555 (TTY: 1-800-926-9105)

Click

servicecanada.ca

Visit

a Service Canada Centre

confound the planners.
But how to reach home from the port?
There was, and is, a peculiar Valparaíso
solution and Victorian invention: the funicular
railway. This is a sort of cross between a cable
car and an elevator. From the base of the cliff to
the top, sets of rails were constructed on iron
frameworks ranging up to the near vertical. On
each pair of rails, a cable car ran from bottom to
top, its chassis built to match the angle of the
rails so that the floor of the car was level. Cars
were paired so that the weight of the one
coming up more or less counterbalanced the
weight of the one coming down, thus
minimizing the power required to run each set.
Each cerro became its own community,
funnelling into its own funicular. However,
these places on the hills of Valparaíso have little
planning, the streets little purchase (and even
less parking), the communities no shape that
anyone can see. Even today, maps are said to be
inaccurate, if not deliberately misleading.
Today, there are streets that join the bottom
of the cliffs to the top; streets so precipitous that
you would think they would defy larger
vehicles. But Valparaíso has dozens of private
bus companies, whose drivers navigate the
winding streets, avoiding other vehicles and
buildings with aplomb and even swagger.
And then there is the light. Cool and seamisty in the morning, brilliant and brash in the
late afternoon as the westering sun floods the
city with splashes of brilliant colour cut with
dark shadows.
To the north, Vina del Mar glistens with a
forest of tall apartment towers facing the ocean.
Condominia, the roof of each forming the
garden of the one above, climb the steep slopes,
served by funiculars which are more like angled
elevators with a stop at each unit. The Casino,
new rococo, with separate entrances for the
tuxedo-clad and those who are not, decorates
the seashore. The streets are wide and
dangerous to pedestrians. Vina del Mar gleams
with Chile’s new optimism, just as old
Valparaíso glows with its history. ✐

By the end of my court hearing last Friday my mother’s presence
was strong with me; one of her favorite gospel songs rang
through my head. It’s called Showers of Blessings and the chorus
goes:
Showers of blessing,
Showers of blessing we need,
Mercy drops round us are falling,
But for the showers we plead.
I think we got some mercy drops at the end of the court day
on Friday. Not showers, but at least some mercy drops. Why?
Because the judge reserved her decision on whether or not I will
be allowed to take my case to trial.
That she reserved is in itself a bit hopeful. It means it wasn’t
just a slam dunk for Honourable Kevin Falcon, Kiewit Sons
Company, The Corporation of West Vancouver and the West
Vancouver Police who thought it would only take a few minutes
to have my case thrown out.
Thank you, dear friends and gentle people. Your presence in
the court room was wonderful, as were the good wishes of people
who couldn’t come but who would have liked to, and especially I
want to thank the people who contributed affidavits. It’s
intimidating to be up against experienced lawyers from these
powerful offices when one is representing oneself. I couldn’t do
it without the moral support you people have so unfailingly given
me.
And with it all I think we succeeded in getting across to the
judge that my case is one of public interest as it profoundly
affects the way we as citizens are allowed to protest the
destruction of the environment. And perhaps, along with other
issues I raised, we were strong enough legally, to convince the
judge to allow my case to go to trial.
I’ll let everybody know as soon as I know whether the mercy
drops are all there is, or if showers of blessing are on the way, or
whether it will be stones for soup. I don’t want to get my hopes
up too high. But I can’t help it.
Septuagenarian Betty Krawcyk went to prison for eight
months for defying an Injunction and protesting work at the
Eagleridge interchange being built for the Sea-To Sky highway
to Whistler. She was protesting the environmental effects of the
construction. ✐
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GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $550
Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s
rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

LTD.

Renovation
Sale!

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island: Long Term: Cozy 3
bedroom home, high lake
frontage with pretty views. Open
concept livingroom, dining area
and kitchen. Wood stove,
appliances, wide deck—$1500
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

www.island-explorer.com/pender

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
only

.95
39
for cars

PROPANE
F R O M THE T A N K
TO THE
APPLIANCE
& EVERYTHING IN
BETWEEN
V i s i t U s At

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

$

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

1-800-774-1417

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

Docside Charters

250-217-4488

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

WET BASEMENT?

Protecting Your
Investment
• Pre-construction planning,
budgets, contracts, site
reviews, project management
• HPO owner-builder
consulting
• Hourly or package pricing
• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

alanklyne@telus.net

Smelly? Mouldy? Cold
Floors? No Insulation?

We have solutions
that are permanent
and guaranteed!
Call Today

1-877-379-2768

Wanted! Thinking of selling your
cabin, cottage, house or property?
Young, new family looking to
relocate to the Southern Gulf
Islands. Please call Aaron at 604816-1492, aaron@tseycum.ca (no
realtors, please)

GALLERIES
ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

GALLERY
5305 East Road
Denman Island
www.stofergallery.com
stofer@telus.net
250-335-3246
Visa/MC

ART

MOVED
HOMES
40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

  or
    

Servicing the Gulf Islands

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

1-866-606-2237
www.islandbasementsystems.ca

HELP WANTED
Bread Baker. Must be pleased to live
on Saturna Island, flexible hours, 1640 a week, self-motivated, strong
enough to lift 50 lb on a regular
basis, prefer experience-will train.
250-539-2591

Ltd.

250-381-2157

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at Salt Spring
Island Middle School on Wednesday,
February 13 commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome! To view the agenda for
this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198
• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

FARM TAXES, from page 1

www.flynn.ca

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING

FO R WATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

CLIMATE CHANGE from page 9

reassessments until the review has been completed.
Many issues relevant to farm assessment criteria were brought up
at the meeting:
• The capital cost of farmland now exceeds its ability to produce.
Without the farm tax designation there would be no incentive to lease
land for farming—Alastaire Bryson, Central Saanich Council Liaison
on PAC.
• Although perhaps unintentional, the current BCAA policies
seem to discourage food production.We have to keep a viable, rural
Saanich. We need a review and we need a moratorium—Vic Derman,
Saanich Councillor.
• The BC Agricultural Strategy initiated by PAC in 1997 focuses on
the future of farming on the peninsula and indicates a 34% increase
in population by 2020—how are we going to feed these people? Split
assessments will not work—Bob Gillespie, Saanich Councillor.
• BCAA needs to be rethink what agriculture is about today; they
should be working with the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands on
this—Barb Grimmer, Director Islands Farmers Alliance.
Coming from the meeting is the idea that many issues, some of
them new, need to be included in the review.

Development, were appointed panel co-chairs for the farm status
assessment review.
At the Saanich January 18 meeting, Murray Coell MLA for
Saanich and the Islands submitted a statement from Minister Thorpe
which stated that the review panel will consist of farmers, local
elected officials, and provincial representatives.

Another Category Needed

Encouraging Farmers & Agriculture?

Farmers who raise poultry for meat and eggs, farmers whose
property is covered by water at certain times of the year, farmers with
parts of their land that cannot sustain agriculture because of rocky or
wooded acres, farmers with stands of Gary Oak and other protected
species, all have had their land assessed at split tax rates.
There are currently only two rates: residential and farm tax. There
is no rate applying to ecological protection, wildlife habitat,
watershed or forest buffer areas.
The Land Conservancy (TLC) has a stewardship and conservation
partners program in operation that recognizes and helps farmers
who observe good environmental farm practices. There are no tax
assessment mechanisms by which to recognize these management
practices and environmental practices in the local area plans and the
official community plans. The BCAA is working in a vacuum, says
Ramona Scott of The Land Conservancy.

John Wilcox writes about what it takes to qualify as a farmer: ‘Despite
the fact that a farmer may have been educated in agriculture or
horticulture all his or her life, farm people must apply to BC
Assessment (BCAA) each year to be defined as farmers.
‘In addition to that, 60 or so acts of legislation govern this
vocation, of particular note are the regulations of: provincial Ministry
of Agriculture and Lands, federal Ministry of Agriculture and Agri
Food, Agricultural Land Commission, provincial Ministry of Health,
Canadian Food Inspection Agency, provincial and federal Ministries
of Environment, bylaws of the local government, and supply
management quota giants. All of these agencies step in to ‘encourage
agriculture’ despite the cross-jurisdictional confusion that their
overlapping jurisdictional authority creates.’

Minister of Small Business and
Revenue’s Review Panel

Marathon Appeal Session

On January 31, Saanich Mayor Frank Leonard and Blair Lekstrom,
Peace River South MLA and Parliamentary Secretary for Rural

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

Al Klyne 250-539-9887

HOME WANTED

STOFER

Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

FREE

MAUI
Vacation Condos

www.mauisuncoast.com

1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION
CONSULTING

UGLY CRAWLSPACE?

GETAWAYS

MARINE
WATER TAXI

1-888-754-5054

OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from vent
stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years, Canadian
company. $79 includes taxes.
www.odorbegone.ca 250-539-2805.

1-800-800-8608

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells

WWW.PROPANEWEST.CA

FOR SALE

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

ALLIANCE DRILLING

N

✔Road test by qualified
technician
✔Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
✔40-point driveline
safety check

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR RENT

L

AUTOMOTIVE

Farmers’ Institute Steps Up
District A Farmers Institutes, in its General Meeting of January 26 in
Comox, came up with the following resolution:
‘That District A Farmers Institutes, representing the Farmers
Institutes of Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, Powell River and the
Inter-Island Sheep Breeders Association, agree that there are serious
problems with current taxation systems on farmland.
‘We therefore direct ‘District A FI’ to apply for a position on
Minister Thorpe’s Committee for Farm Tax Assessment Review and
we also direct District A FI to take a leadership role within District A
to develop a position on the issues associated with farm taxation.’

Meanwhile tax appeals to 2008 Saanich farm assessments will be
heard by Provincial Assessment Review Panel # 631 at the Shady
Creek United Church Hall between February 11 and March 14. ✐

Ranking of Ecosystems for
Climate Change
We have ranked BC’s ecosystems according to their
sensitivity to climate change, carbon storage
capability, biodiversity habitat, and the degree of
human impacts:
1. The Coastal douglas-fir zone is of very high
importance.
2. The Interior douglas-fir and ponderosa pine
zones, Garry oak and related ecosystems and
wetlands are of high to very high importance.
3. Coastal Western Hemlock, Bunchgrass, and
interior Cedar Hemlock zones are of medium
importance.
4. Mountain Hemlock, Sub-Boreal Spruce, Subboreal pine Spruce, Boreal White and Black Spruce,
Spruce Willow Birch, Montane Spruce and
Engelmann Spruce, Sub-alpine Fir and the
aggregate alpine tundra zones are of low to medium
importance.

Conclusions
The immense stores of carbon in existing ecosystems
are of great importance for both mitigation and
adaptation to climate change, especially compared to
the potential of removing atmospheric carbon by
planting new forests. Carbon storage in young forests
takes a long time especially in terms of replacing lost
carbon.
Second, because there is so little time to slow global
warming, the priority should be on preventing carbon
losses and conserving the carbon stores that exist.
Third, by protecting existing ecosystems there will
be a wide range of habitat to provide connecting
corridors for plant and animal migration as the climate
warms.
Fourth, the protection of intact ecosystems
provides resiliency for ecosystems and the
communities that depend upon them.
Our report clearly demonstrates that conserving
land with healthy natural ecosystems is a cost-effective
and important strategy to both mitigate and adapt to
climate change.✐
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Salt Springers attemptng
to conserve a rainforest
Salt Spring Islanders are racing to meet a deadline to save
Creekside Rainforest, a rare parcel of threatened temperate
rainforest near Cusheon Cove.
As one of the last pieces of mature rainforest left on the
island, it is a critical wildlife corridor, a green classroom, a
defense against global warming and a spawning ground for
wild salmon, says Maureen Moore initiator of the project.
In a few short weeks, Salt Spring Islanders have raised an
$600,000 towards the asking price of $975 000 for the almost
twenty acre parcel. The new extended deadline for securing the
remainder of the money is the end of February.
Inspirational, guided walks of the property leave from 107
Hillview Drive on Saturdays at 10am and on Sundays at 1pm.
For more information: www.savesaltspringrainforest.com
(highspeed), or www.savesaltspringrainforest.net (dial-up). ✐

Photo: Helen Elizabeth Schnare, www.henny.ca

WET ABOVE, WET BELOW—GALIANO BEAVER CAUGHT IN THE RAIN.

Dionisio Group Proposal
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING TO PRESENT
OCP AMENDMENT AND REZONING APPLICATIONS
FOR DISTRICT LOTS 79, 85, 86 AND 87
The North End Community Hall will be the location of a drop-in Open House meeting
to show and explain plans for District Lots 79, 85, 86 and 87. Plans include OCP and
zoning amendments, extensive park dedication including all of DL 87, and subdivision.

Ships for sale
BC Ferries has announced that four surplus vessels are being
offered for sale. With three new Coastal Class vessels and an
intermediate-size vessel joining the BC Ferries fleet this year, the
company intends to retire four older vessels by the fall of 2008.
The Queen of Tsawwassen, one of BC Ferries’ original
vessels, along with Queen of Esquimalt, Queen of Saanich and
Queen of Vancouver are all being offered for sale. The vessels
range in age from 45 to 48 years old.
‘The sale of these four vessels marks a new phase in the
evolution of BC Ferries,’ said David L Hahn, BC Ferries’
president and CEO. ‘These four ships have served British
Columbians and visitors well. However with the arrival of new
vessels better suited to current customer expectations and
business needs, the time has come for these vessels to be used
elsewhere.’
BC Ferries is seeking expressions of interest from prospective
buyers. Two offers have already been received for the Queen of
Tsawwassen and BC Ferries has received numerous enquires
regarding the other vessels. All of these vessels are currently
operating and are certified by Transport Canada. BC Ferries is
engaging the services of international ship-brokers to assist in
locating buyers for the used ships. Market demand will dictate
the price. Prospective buyers can contact BC Ferries from now
until March 1, 2008 at shipsforsale@bcferries.com. ✐

Neighbours, business people and interested citizens of Galiano Island are invited to
attend the drop-in meeting between the hours of 2:00 and 5:00 p.m. Planning
consultants will be on hand to describe the project and answer questions.
For further information contact Kelly Gesner, Landworks Consultants, Courtenay, BC
Telephone 250-897-2643; e-mail landworksconsultants@shaw.ca

North End Community Hall,
22790 Porlier Pass Road, Galiano Island
Saturday, 9 February 2008, 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Photo: Dorrie Ratzlaff

Galiano potholes multiplying, see ‘Readers’ Letters’ page 4

We continue to add to our Archives—visit often to get the news and
background to current hot topics. PDF articles are
easy to read and email to friends and colleagues.

www.islandtides.com

