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Election 2006:
another case of
electoral
dysfunction
Fair Vote Canada

Photo: Paul Hutcheson

Davey Sanders makes his address to the haggis on January 20 at the Pender Island Legion. The Burns' Night Dinner was sponsored
by the Pender Highlanders. Davey repeated his show-stopping address at the Burns' Night Dinner on Saturna Island on January 28.

Road plan recalled, new trustees name
revision of Galiano’s forest bylaws a priority
Helena Chambers

In a packed meeting of the Galiano Local Trust
Committee on January 18, newly elected
trustees, Michael Sharp and Roy Smith, passed
a motion to section off Galiano’s Forest Bylaws
from the OCP Review, due to take place early
this year.
Smith cited what he perceived as
‘widespread dissatisfaction’ with the groundbreaking bylaw that has set precedents for
planning decisions in many jurisdictions
throughout BC. He gave as evidence of
community discontent the number of variances
being sought by applicants for rezoning. Sharp
read a prepared resolution which called for a
review of the forest bylaws. The review is to be
placed as top priority on the work list.
In the town hall portion of the meeting held at
the end of the agenda, Smith was asked why there
was such unseemly haste to act on so serious an
issue. Smith responded that we have to deal with
these laws. We are opening up the possibilities.
We’ll have discussions before carrying this
forward. We’ll have to walk a fine line.
Other speakers asked if he, Smith, was clear
that as things stand any change in the bylaw
would impose the Provincial Private Managed
Forest Land Regulations. ‘In doing so, you will
erase community control of any forest land
which is or becomes part of the PMFL.’ Smith
replied that he was aware of this.

Road Network Plan Recalled
Also targeted was the Galiano Road Network

Plan (GRNP), the result of ten years of
dedicated work by Islanders. The intent of the
plan was to place a statement of the Galiano
community’s interest and intent before the
Ministry of Transportation & Highways who
ultimately guide road planning. The Road
Network Plan Bylaw is closely tied to forest
policy and holds the key to orderly planned
development of low density residential use in
the forest zones.
The GRNP, which has passed all necessary
approval levels at Local Public Hearings and
within the Ministry bureaucracy, reached the
minister’s desk for final approval in May 2004.
Galiano Local Trust Ccommittee Chair,
Gisele Rudischer, pointed out some of the
consequences of a recall of the plan and
emphasized there were other options. Smith
seemed to be under the impression that the
plan would interfere with the authority of the
Ministry of Transporation & Highways. After
some disjointed and confused interaction
between committee members, Sharp’s motion
to recall the plan was passed.
It is not known why the bylaw has not
already been signed off. Asked, in a subsequent
phone call, whether the ministry had given any
reason for not signing the road plan, Islands
Trust planner Brodie Porter replied, ‘They have
not.’ The minister cannot refuse the bylaw
unless he states the reason(s) for so doing.
GALIANO LTC, please turn to page 2

Limited comment for
Toba River hydro
scheme ~ Patrick Brown
Despite an environmental review period that could
stretch as long as 180 days, public comment on two
run-of-river hydroelectricity generation proposals
near the head of Toba Inlet is to be limited to one
month. The comment period, which runs from
February 1 to March 2, 2006, has been set by the BC
Environmental Assessment Office (EAO). The EAO
says it is designed to ‘document specific public issues’.
The proponent, Plutonic Power Corporation, has
already held public meetings at Sechelt, Powell River,
and on Cortes Island.
Plutonic is an entrepreneurial company with no
track record so far as an Independent Power Producer
(IPP). Its proposals are designed to answer BC Hydro’s
request for ‘Green Power’ generation schemes.
Plutonic made its application to the EAO in midJanuary, but has not yet submitted an Archaeology
Impact Assessment. The application is for approval
under both federal and provincial environmental
regulations.
In order for the projects to go ahead, Plutonic must
obtain approval from the EAO, negotiate a contract
with BC Hydro, raise financing for construction, and
reach agreement with First Nations in the affected
area. It is not clear whether approval from the BC
Utilities Commission is required. Plutonic estimates
that the generating plants could be put into service in
two to three years after the go-ahead is given.
TOBA RIVER POWER, please turn to page 2

Once again, Canada’s antiquated firstpast-the-post system wasted millions
of votes, distorted results, severely
punished large blocks of voters,
exaggerated regional differences,
created
an
unrepresentative
Parliament, and may possibly have
given us the wrong government.
The chief victims of the January 23
federal election were:
• Western Liberals: In the prairie
provinces, Conservatives got three
times as many votes as Liberals did, but
won nearly ten times as many seats. In
Alberta, the Conservative Party won
100% of the seats with 65% of the votes.
The 500,000 Albertans who voted
otherwise elected no one.
• Urban Conservatives: The
400,000-plus Conservative voters in
Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver
should have been able to elect about
nine MPs, but instead elected no one.
The three cities together will not have a
single MP in the governing caucus, let
alone the cabinet.
• New Democrats: The NDP
attracted a million more votes than the
Bloc, but the voting system gave the
Bloc 51 seats, the NDP 29. Nearly 18%
of Canadians voted NDP, but the party
won less than 10% of the seats and does
not hold the balance of power, unlike
the Liberals and the Bloc.
• Green Party: More than 650,000
Green Party voters across the country
elected no one, while 475,000 Liberal
voters in Atlantic Canada elected 20
MPs.
• Federalists and nationalists: As
usual, the voting system turned entire
regions of Canada into partisan
fiefdoms, rather than allowing the
diversity of views in all regions to be
fairly represented in Parliament and
within each national party.
‘How can anyone continue to think
that this voting system gives us good
geographic representation,’ said
Wayne Smith, president of Fair Vote
Canada, ‘when it fragments and divides
our country like this?’
‘Had results been fair, it is possible
that we may have even seen a different
ELECTION 2006, please turn to page 7

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

For scheduled flight info call

VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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2006 federal election voting

TOBA RIVER POWER from page 1

Plutonic’s Plans
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

FEBRUARY
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

07
TU

0316
0645
1020
1909

10.5
9.8
10.2
2.3

3.2
3.0
3.1
0.7

15
WE

0710
1303
1745

10.8
7.2
8.9

3.3
2.2
2.7

08
WE

0406
0910
1104
2000

0011
0723
1335
1845

3.9
10.8
6.2
8.5

0448
1011
1211
2047

3.3
3.0
3.1
0.6
3.4
3.0
3.0
0.6

16
TH

09
TH

10.8
9.8
10.2
2.0
11.2
9.8
9.8
2.0

17
FR

0040
0736
1410
1955

4.9
10.5
5.6
8.2

10
FR

0524
1043
1318
2130

11.2
9.5
9.8
2.0

3.4
2.9
3.0
0.6

18
SA

0108
0750
1447
2119

5.9
10.5
4.9
8.2

11
SA

0555
1110
1416
2207

11.2
9.2
9.8
2.0

19
SU
DI

0136
0803
1528
2310

12
SU

0621
1136
1509
2241
0640
1203
1559
2313

11.2
8.9
9.5
2.3

3.4
2.8
3.0
0.6
3.4
2.7
2.9
0.7

20
MO

0206
0816
1614

7.2
10.5
3.9
8.5
8.2
10.5
3.6

1.2
3.3
1.9
2.6
1.5
3.2
1.7
2.5
1.8
3.2
1.5
2.5
2.2
3.2
1.2
2.6

10.8
8.5
9.5
2.6

3.3
2.6
2.9
0.8

21
TU

0110
0238
0827
1707

9.2
9.2
10.2
3.0

2.8
2.8
3.1
0.9

0656
1232
1651
2343

10.8
7.9
9.2
3.3

3.3
2.4
2.8
1.0

22
WE

0309
0435
0836
1806

9.8
9.8
10.2
2.3

3.0
3.0
3.1
0.7

MA

ME

JE

VE

SA

DI

13
MO
LU

14
TU
MA

ME

JE

VE

SA

LU

MA

ME

2.5
3.2
1.1
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph: 250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

www.islandtides.com
Wayne Pineau, Mayne Electrical Services
Licenced Electrical Contractor
Insured • Bonded • W.C.B. • Licence # 89515

24 Years Experience
Residential • Commercial • Repairs

Serving All the Southern Gulf Islands
250-539-0630

wplh@cablelan.net

Plutonic’s Toba Inlet proposal is a part of a billion-dollar plan to
develop a series of run-of-river generating stations linked by
powerlines, and feeding into the main BC Transmission
Corporation system. The overall plan anticipates the
development of two sites in the Toba River area, followed by
nine in the Bute Inlet area, and one in the upper Lilloet Valley.
The two sites for which EAO application has been made are
on Montrose Creek (50Mw) and the East Toba River (118Mw),
about 25 - 33km northeast of the head of Toba Inlet. Toba Inlet
itself cuts deep into the BC mainland, just north of Desolation
Sound and directly northeast of Campbell River. The sites would
be linked by a 150km, 230Kva overhead powerline to a new
substation at Saltery Bay, south of Powell River. The East
Toba/Montrose Creek project is estimated to cost some $300
million, and to supply sufficient power for some 65,000 homes.

Montrose Creek or
‘Headwall Canyon’?
Much of the Toba River valley has been extensively logged over
the past fifty years, and the valley itself is served by existing
Forest Service Roads. However, the site on Montrose Creek is
some distance up the Filer River, a tributary of the Toba, in what
is described by members of the Klahoose First Nation as one of
the last pristine valleys in the southern coast. There is at present
no road up to the proposed Montrose site.
A more romantic view of the Montrose Creek area comes from
the New York based eco-tourism enterprise Earth River, which has
partnered with some Klahoose band members to run ten-day
‘expeditions’ into the valley, advertised as ‘Headwall Canyon’:
‘With its sheer 6,000 foot, glacier-cut, ice capped granite
walls, over a dozen magnificent, easy to hike to waterfalls
of Yosemite-like proportions and massive old growth
trees, Headwall Canyon in southwestern British
Columbia is a master work of nature’s artistry. There are
few places on earth where one can see so much
spectacular scenery in such a relatively small area. This is
what Yosemite must have looked like long before the
roads and concession stands. Named by Earth River on
the first descent, this magical land lay virtually
undiscovered until 1999. Dropped in by helicopter to the
top of this magnificent wonderland, we will begin our 7day journey, camping on white sand beaches and hiking
to the base of some of the planet’s most impressive,
rarely seen waterfalls. As guests of members of the
Klahoose First Nation, we will share native American
food and customs and learn first hand of their struggle to
protect this magnificent sanctuary from the ravages of
clear cut logging.’
Robert Kennedy Jr is quoted in their promotional material:
‘This is really one of the jewels of the planet. I think anyone who
comes here is going to put this on their top 3 list of most
beautiful places on earth.’
Earth River charges some $3,000 per person for the trip; two
such expeditions are scheduled each July.

Supporters and Opponents
The Klahoose are one of the four bands whose claimed territory
is affected by the Plutonic proposal; the others are the Hamatla
Treaty Society, the Homalco, and the Sliammon. So far, little has
been heard from the other three bands.
Not all members of the Klahoose First Nation are happy with
the band’s opposition to the Plutonic proposal. Band member
Ken Brown, in a letter to the EAO, said that he had been told by
Earth River that ‘they would be hiring celebrities from America
to raise awareness to the area and help stop the project.’ Brown
charged that this was ‘pandering to the self interest of a few band
members and elitist americans . . . . If you have ever visited our
community you would see first hand the levels of high
unemployment and poverty.’
But there are other opponents of the scheme. Alan Rebane of

Saanich-North & Island
Results 2004
Gary Lunn (Con)
David Mulroney (Lib)
Jennifer Burgis (NDP)
Andrew Lewis (GRN)
Mary Moreau (IND)
Total Counted Votes
Rejected Ballots

22,050
1,7082
13,763
10,662
214
63,773
159

Total registered voters
Apparent % turnout:

86,429

34.57%
26.76%
21.58%
16.71%
0.33%

74%

Saanich-North & Island
Results 2006
Gary Lunn (Con)
Jennifer Burgis (NDP)
Sheila Orr (Lib)
Andrew Lewis (GRN)
Patricia O'Brien (WBP)
Total Counted Votes
Rejected Ballots

24,416
17,455
17,144
6,533
183
65,721

37.2%
26.5%
26.1%
9.9%
0.3%

134

Total registered voters
Apparent % turnout:

88,911
74%

Commentary
It looks as though Gary Lunn found 2,400 more
Conservatives, and some 4,000 Greens decided to vote NDP to
try to stop him.

National Results 2006
Party
% Pop Vote
Conservative
36.3%
Liberal
30.2%
NDP
17.5%
BQ
10.5%
Green
4.5%
Ind
0.5%

Seats
124
103
29
51
0
1

%of Seats
40.3%
33.4%
9.4%
16.6%
0%
0.3%

Commentary
The above results are a very good argument for
proportional representation!
Ed’s Note: Sit tight. Poll-by-poll results are not yet available
from Elections Canada. i
Pacific Mountain Outfitters Ltd is the guide outfitter in the Toba
Inlet area. He writes: ‘This project would cut directly through the
major part of my guide territory. It would be very disruptive to
our hunting activities and it would also severely impact my
adventure tourism in the area.’
Sedley and Trude Sweeney of Whaletown attended the
Cortes Island meeting. They support the Klahoose: ‘The
suggestion by Plutonic that the project will have little or no
impact on fish, vegetation, bird or wildlife habitat and low visual
impact is ridiculous. The roads, bridges, culverts,
campbuildings, traffic and increased population in the area are
bound to have a serious impact on the whole area. The suggested
benefits to logging companies, trucking companies, water taxis,
barges, tugboats, helicopter companies, hospitality companies,
restaurants and hotels hardly signify the preservation of the
pristine beauty of the valleys, nor would they enhance the
Klahoose way of life.’

Commentary
It looks as if another classic battle has just begun. Plutonic, a
small, entrepreneurial company, has been encouraged by the
possibility of long-term generation contracts with BC Hydro to
prospect for ‘green power’ in the wilderness areas of BC. The
TOBA RIVER POWER, please turn to page 6

GALIANO LTC from page 1

‘Proof of Potable Water Not Necessary’
During the review of rezoning and subdivision applications,
Smith noted that two of the subdivisions awaited proof of
potable water. ‘Why?’ he asked. ‘A promise to install water
catchment and grey water recycling should be enough.’ Brodie
Porter responded that proof of potable water for subdivision
approval was a requirement of the Trust Executive Council.

Delegation Speaks to Misinformation
Campaign
Ex-trustee Sheila Anderson spoke on behalf of a delegation,
addressing the issue of misinformation rife on the Island. ‘As a
trustee I was constantly amazed that those opposed to our

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

bylaws … were prepared to overlook, fabricate, or exaggerate the
facts in order to promote a climate for change, chipping away at
the resolve of the community … a resolve long debated and
established through full, open public process, several elections,
and within the policy mandate of the Islands Trust.’ Anderson
went on to object to ‘the repetition of the myth that our
community is ill,’ categorizing it as ‘a form of emotional abuse, a
battering of our collective self esteem.’ She charged that ‘the
assertions that our bylaws are ‘no good’ and need to be changed
was promoted by both of you (referring to Smith and Sharp) and
others who have a personal interest in seeing them change.’
After the close of the meeting, people expressed
disappointment that no clear reasons were given for the need to
revise the forest bylaws in advance of the OCP Review. Many felt
they had been presented with a ‘done deal.’
In the January issue of Galiano’s The Active Page magazine
the trustees said, ‘We will be working hard to ensure the
community is informed and involved in all the issues, and when
possible, before anything is brought to a Local Trust Committee
meeting.’ i

ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING
Robert Jackson • 250-337-5309
www.jaxoncraft.com • Comox, BC
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
Blown Away
uesday, January 31 was tempest-tossed
and wild with wind, rain and lightning
for the Gulf Islands. Departing Swartz
Bay at 2:55pm for Lyall Harbor, the Mayne
Queen plowed and tacked her way through the
wide-open piece of water beyond the islets off
Swartz Bay and prior to the protection of
Portland and Moresby Islands. Passengers
conversed and watched the cresteding rollers
as they foamed and sprayed the cars on the
deck below. The slanted afternoon light was
gorgeous as it illuminated the frothing sea.
We made an unexpected stop at Otter Bay
on Pender to pick up our six high school
students, deposited there by The Graduate; the
school boat from Salt Spring had declined to
make the long run down Navy Channel to get
the kids home. (The school had sent the kids
home early in anticipation of the storm.) The
students had had a wild ride and were chatty
and full of laughter and excitement.
By this time both Pender and Saturna ferry
docks had lost hydro power. The ferry crew on
the bouncing deck had to supply lines to the
Otter Bay dock so that the Mayne Queen could
power the loading ramps. In the howling gale
we could see a shore man perched on the utter
end of the ramp, reaching, reaching to catch the
line from the deck crewman as the ship went
way up, way down and sideways.
Coming down Navy Channel, in the fastfading daylight you could see no lights on
Pender or Mayne Island and on Saturna the
only lights were from the headlights of the first
car in the Saturna line-up waiting to get on. (As
I was driving off, I wished we had given the
ferry crew a round of applause—the Mayne
Queen and her three crews are just the best!)
The rain-lashed little dark roads on Saturna
were full of Douglas fir branches. At the store, it
was completely quiet with all the freezers and
coolers off. The smell of coffee was
heartening—the cafe’s propane stove kept the
pots full. The aisles were browsed by flashlight
for what to cook for dinner. Both Saturna stores
have a small section that gets dusty and totally
ignored over the spring, summer, and fall
seasons. It comes into its own in winter—big
matches, lamp oil, and fat white candles.
Everyone clusters at the check-out counter:
‘What did Hydro say? Are all the Islands out?
Do we have a crew over yet? Any big trees down
out my way? Everyone all right?’ And the
continuous question, ‘When do you think the
power will come back on?’
Unfortunately, BC Hydro has receded
further and further into automated telephone
answering land. It seems impossible to get any
comforting response; even after loop after loop
of ‘press your 4 digit code followed by the
number sign.’ What you eventually hear is 7
o’clock. Later it is by 11 o’clock. None of the
predictions approximated anything that
actually happened.
We no longer glean interesting information
like we used to: ‘Hello Saturna! You guys still
alive? Crew exhausted, crashed on Galiano for
a couple of hours. Yup, you’re next!’ ‘Oh, Wait!
No, the crew got diverted to Pender.’ It used to
be you knew something, you were tied into our
local whole, with names and voices and
common problems and goals. It was about
being a community.
On-island news was more informative. Pat
Ropars, our road foreman, reported seven trees
down, five on Narvaez Bay Road, no lines down
or damaged. Marie Barrow and Roy are residents
in the decommissioned East Point Lighthouse.
Marie reported that she thought the windows
would blow in. ‘It wasn’t the worst but shingles
flew off the roof, vinyl siding was damaged and it
was all flying by!’ When the lighthouse was
working, daily weather reports used to be sent in.
East Point Lighthouse has recorded the strongest
wind gusts and the strongest sustained gusts in
the eastern Strait of Georgia.

T

When I got home I scrambled around to get
the outside chores done in the last smudges of
day. Armloads of firewood indoors, the animals
fed, my stash of candles and flashlights in place
and the wood stove roaring, and we were coy.
I claim I never sleep well when the wind is
roaring around the house and the rain smacks
into the windows, but I was asleep when the first
explosion of thunder went off. Right after, the
room was illuminated with another flash of light
and explosion of thunder and then two more.
How close was close! It wasn’t the barn or our
local trees, nothing seemed to be burning. After
that we had a burst of hail for 5 minutes and the
storm moved away. It was about the closest I
have ever been to the impact point.
We have some turkeys that roost at night in
a big Douglas fir between the house and bakery.
I sort of expected them to drop out of the trees
half-fried from the lightning. (I have no idea
how they stay in place with bouncing branches
in the gale force winds.)
The next morning was quiet with birds
chirping, flashlights and candle holders
everywhere, the black sock that escaped me now
in full view. Then a long baking day in our bakery
with the diesel generator; we made all kinds of
strategic use of power to run the smaller mixer,
the lights, and not the well or the slicer; the lights
and the mill and not the…. Twenty-four hours
after the power went out, Jon came back from
the store and hollered, ‘I’m going to turn off the
generator—the power is back on!’ Then we got to
work in earnest and the bread orders all got filled
and the day finally ended!

January Weather Stats
A nice lady who works at Environment Canada
and has no idea where Saturna Island is, gave
me some numbers from the automated data
collecting site at East Point Lighthouse for the
January 31 storm. The wind had reached
50km/h by 11am. The highest sustained wind
speed was 83km/h at 7pm and the highest gust
of wind was 109km/h, also recorded at 7pm.
Geri Crooks reported some January
weather information gathered at the Canadian
Atmospheric Monitoring Station on Brown
Ridge. We had 4 only days without rain in
January—the 14, 23, 24 and 30. Total rain for
January was 171.4mm which for us, being in a
‘rain shadow’ area, is lots!

We supply:

• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

• steel cisterns –
polypropylene-lined,
5,000 – 30,000 gal.
• first flush diverters,
debris pails, high
capacity filters

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnnection.com
Visit our new site: www.rainwaterconnection.com

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

Email:information@islandstrust.bc.ca

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee is requesting expressions of interest for eight (8)
positions on the Advisory Planning Commission. As required by the Local Government Act,
appointees must be electors of the North Pender Island Local Trust Area and two-thirds (2/3) of
the APC must be residents of the North Pender Island Local Trust Area.
Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience for the positions,
by 4:30 p.m., Monday, February 20, 2006 to:
North Pender Island Local Trust Committee
c/o Kathy Jones
Islands Trust,
Suite 200 - 1627, Fort Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8
Fax: (250) 405-5155 or Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Top Voter Turnout
The federal election is over. Saturna, as usual,
topped voter turnout—close to 90%. We can’t
get an exact figure because the voter
registration book needs revamping and about
30 voters were registered at the polling station.
Saturna voted NDP: 59, Conservative: 57,
Green: 27, Liberal: 14. After the election a
frequently heard comment was ‘Don’t bother
taking down the signs, we’ll need them soon!’

BOB BURGESS

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Local Trust Committee
Our Local Trust Committee will meet on
Monday, February 13 at the Rec Centre. The
chair of our Local Trust Committee has been
Kim Benson from Keats Island. Benson is now
the chairperson of the Islands Trust. Our new
LTC chair is Gary Steeves, one of the fourmember Islands Trust Executive. Gary, is also
a North Pender Trustee. We are loaning
planner Gerry Hamblin to Mayne Island while
they do their OCP Review and we will be using
Gary Richardson, a senior Islands Trust
planner for this interim period. Donna Curwen
is the new minute-taker, replacing Nina
Matthews. The Local Trust Committee will
continue with its tradition of having a
discussion session after each meeting finishes
its formal business. If you wish to make a
presentation to our Local Trust Committee, call
SATURNA,
turn to page 5

IS YOUR

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Salt Spring Island: Cute cottage on 5+ acres,
nice decks, lake views from building site, 3
large ponds, seasonal creek, SW/W
exposures, close to school, lake, beach
access. Lots of potential! $599,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview townhome
in Kingfisher Cove, private end unit,
kitchen with breakfast area, living with
fireplace, walk to Ganges. Just move in!
$579,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview 3 bed home,
wood floors, coved ceilings, large rooms,
close to town. Good rental with good
tenants in place. $359,000

Vancouver Island: Almost 20 acre farm,
barn with stalls & tack room, riding ring,
fenced pasture, sep. workshop / garage. 3
bed home, distant ocean glimpses. Located
in the Yellowpoint region. A horse lover’s
dream! $1,250,000

Salt Spring Island: 3 bed / 3 bath home,
sep. studio, seasonal creek, close to 2
beach accesses, moorage potential, sunny
& private. $329,000

Salt Spring Island: Duck Bay Oceanfront,
S/SW/W exposures, beautiful master,
designer kitchen, cosy den, music room /
library, sep. guest suite, office with sep.
entry. Warm ocean swimming here!
$1,995,000

• fully insured
• excellent
references

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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15,000 copies this issue

Every Second Thursday
www.islandtides.com
GULF ISLANDS’ ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY
NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies
delivered to
Southern
Islands’
households
6,500 copies on
the Ferry Routes
Sidney,Victoria
& north of the
Malahat to
Nanaimo

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island B.C. V0N 2M0

Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank, Brian Haller
Helen Chambers, Paul Hutcheson, Annette Shaw

Telephone: 250-629-3660 Fax: 250-629-3838
Email: news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com
Deadline: Wednesday between publications
Off-Islands Canadian Subscriptions $42.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $21.40

IS YOUR MORTGAGE THE
BEST YOU CAN GET?
How do you know? Get a free mortgage
audit from an expert who was the Chief
Credit Officer of a trust company.

Call Leo Lee, AMP
250-514-9280 • leolee@invis.ca
website: www.LeoLee.ca
“GET YOUR OWN MORTGAGE SOLUTION TODAY!”

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SE AM METAL ROOFING
FO R W ATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years
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Readers’ Letters
STVR Continue to be Banned and
Bylaw Will be Enforced on
Salt Spring Island

Dear Editor:
At Salt Spring Island’s January 31 LTC meeting (which began at
1pm and ended just before 7pm) one of the last items dealt with
was the bylaw to allow Short-Term Vacation Rentals (STVR) in
stand-alone houses by using temporary use permits (TUP). This
bylaw had been developed by our previous trustees.
Trustee Ehring read out his thoughts, featuring a clear,
detailed account of the long history of this issue, including all the
committee reports, letters, meetings, and so on. He noted that
STVR have always been illegal in Salt Spring’s OCPs. Then he
outlined the issues involved in allowing STVR in residential
neighbourhoods. He also described the practical and legal
difficulties of using TUP for the purpose of permitting STVR.
Trustee Lamb then briefly described his own deliberations
and concerns.
The bylaw was then defeated. All three members of the LTC
voted against it. (Our new chair, Kim Benson, is also the new
chair of Islands Trust.) Benson reminded the audience that
nobody has lost anything since STVR have always been illegal.
Then, for clarity, Trustee Ehring made a motion to rescind
the former trustees’ motion ushering in a moratorium on
enforcement. Trustee Lamb seconded it. It passed unanimously.
The bylaw will now be enforced. Peter Lamb asked planning staff
to prepare educational material so that owners will have
information that states STVR are illegal on the Island.
Kim Benson was a very graceful chair and the meeting was
well conducted despite a power outage that caused it to be
reconvened in a room at Harbour House which is on the same
grid as the hospital and therefore had back-up power!
Maureen Moore, Salt Spring Island

Speeding Up Foreshore Access
Approvals
Dear Editor:
Part of the experience of living within the Southern Gulf Islands
is to walk from a roadway to the foreshore. These foreshore
accesses are sometimes traditional neighbourhood trails but are
most often put in place and maintained by a local parks
commission.
According to statutes of the Province of BC, the Ministry of
Transport (MOT) is to ensure that wherever a subdivision occurs
involving property along the foreshore, that there is a foreshore
access right-of-way. These right-of-ways are required to be
spaced 400/500 meters apart. The foreshore access trails that a
local parks commission constructs can only occur with a permit
issued by the MOT allowing such a trail over these right-of-ways.
The MOT is involved in the Southern Gulf Islands because,
concerns governing local roads (and subdivision approval) are
not currently included as part of the Islands Trust mandate, nor
does the Capital Regional District have any mandate over roads
or permits. However, MOT does not consider the administration
of this permitting process to be part of their core business.
Currently on the Penders approximately 15 new accesses are
awaiting administrative re-assignment. Some are crucial to the
Island trail system toward which Pender Island Parks
Commission is slowly working.
A petition is currently being circulated by the Pender Islands
Parks Commission asking for the transfer of the administration
of the trail permitting process from the MOT to either the
Islands Trust or the CRD. In either case local representation of
the interests of the residents of the Southern Gulf Islands can
better be met with such a re-assignment. Similar re-assignments
have occurred in other parts of BC and would greatly facilitate
local interests here.
The Pender Island Parks Commission, by asking you to sign
its petition, is seeking support from the majority of local citizens
for a localization of control over the issuance of permits for the
purpose of a parks commission installing and maintaining
foreshore access trails.
For those requiring more detail talk to a parks commissioner
or visit www.crd.bc.ca/penderparks.
Newell Smith, chair, Pender Islands Parks Commission

Queen of Nanaimo Refit
Dear Editor:
Last week I went for a trip on the Queen of Nanaimo. Some
changes I really liked and others I did not.
First let’s start with the good stuff first. First thing you’ll
notice is the fresh coat of paint. Every ship needs a good coat
every now and then. They did a great job.
Next, I liked the changes to the cafeteria and the
improvements to the washrooms. Even inside the elevator has a
new look. The new passenger seats thoughout the ship are

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
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Proposed Insecticide Spraying: Same
Old Battle
Dear Editor:
A little background on the spraying of four applications of
Foray48B insecticide on Salt Spring between April 15 & June 30.
Frank Coffee, Dan Jason and I attended hearings here the last
time this initiative was proposed for the Island in 1993. Our
hearing was a small part of a community-wide effort to stop the
spraying.
We thought we might be in for only a few hours at that
hearing—it lasted for three days! In the process what we
discovered was, that contrary to the purported rational for the
aerial spraying of the entire Island at that time, this wasn’t a
spraying of bugs that would save local ecosystems from
devastation. This was a repeat of a spray program that related to
the first sightings of gypsy moth in BC in 1911. The so-called
‘eradication’ programs for gypsy moth began in the US in 1958.
Following that, the ‘eradication’ program moved to Canada. The
bug still exists in tiny clusters here. Some ‘eradication’ eh!
Next we discovered through incessant questioning that no
one knew what was in the spray. It’s a secret. It’s a formula
containing what’s known as a surfactant (a sticking agent). It,
along with any so-called ‘inerts’, can be any unknown chemical
product, including banned pesticides such as DDT! It was
purported to be safe, except it wasn’t to be sprayed anywhere
where it would contaminate water bodies! How safe is it then?
Next we found that there’s no record of gypsy moth being a
viable threat to conifer ecosystems such as ours. While it may
very well be a threat to eastern seaboard systems and to other
deciduous Canadian zones such as the Carolinian of South
Western Ontario, there’s no substantive proof that the moth
survives or poses any significant threat to forest ecosystems
here. While gypsy moth may defoliate trees such as oak and
alder here (as to a lesser degree does the tent caterpillar) trees
don’t die from this defoliation, they simply refoliate again later in
the season or in the following year.
The observation that this is not an ideal habitat for the gypsy
moth was proven to be substantive when I grilled a prospective
candidate for Dean of Agriculture at UBC (during dean selection
processes there in the mid-nineties). He had been head of the 17year Gypsy Moth Spray Program for Michigan State University.
He pointed out (under my grilling) that the moth didn’t survive
in the conifer forests of northern Michigan or up into the
Canadian Shield. It only inhabited nodes of isolated deciduous
poplar and birch tree clusters there.
What was revealed in Salt Spring’s three days of hearings was
that the gypsy moth spray program was a Canadian initiative
designed to allay the ‘non-tariff trade-barrier’ curtailment of
shipping such things as raw logs, Christmas trees and nursery
products across the US (free trade) border. If we didn’t appear to
act to destroy this American varmint then our products would
have to stay home!
One of the most disturbing findings of the hearings was that
people with compromised immune systems (the old, the very
young, and others) are threatened with illness and possible
death by such indiscriminate applications of the spray! We
discovered that although reports of distress in Vancouver
emergency wards associated with the indiscriminate spraying of
citizens of that city (which was the first aerial spraying of an
urban population ever) were simply written off as unknown
‘epidemiological’ effects—one couldn’t be certain if it was the
spray or it wasn’t the spray which affected the victims concerned.
They’re monitoring the situation though!
In Victoria, Dieter Eisenhower lost his organic certification
status because of the spraying of the unknown BTK formula over
his organic farm west of the city.
We also found that this spray program had nothing to do with
just finding bugs to spray. We discovered that Agriculture
Canada had some kind of contractual agreement with a German
supplier of the spray back then and that it was ordered and
stockpiled for as much as three years in advance of a ‘possible’
need for the spraying of anywhere!
Through community efforts here the Island wasn’t sprayed.
We developed a protocol to go out with backpacks and spray
wherever the need presented itself. That’s the approach that
LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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attractive, modern, and comfortable. However, I didn’t get a
chance to see the sundeck lounge—where I usually like to sit—as
it was closed and locked behind an alarmed door.
So what did I find so unpleasant you ask?
The carpets, or lack of. Would it have killed BC Ferries to
keep the carpets? Some areas they replaced a portion of the
carpets with a metre wide strip of linoleum down the walkways.
In other areas there’s no carpets at all. I noticed when this
linoleum gets wet, a little yellow ‘slippery’ caution sign is put out
to warn passersby.
I found that the mid-ship passenger area lighting is far too
bright, especially at night. Finally, the TV in the kids area is on a
half-hour loop and it broadcasts loudly throughout the entire
mid-ship area. It becomes annoying very quickly. Can’t even
imagine what the mid-ship area will be like in the summer.
Ian Harris, Pender Island

250-740-5075
$139,900
4.95
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TO

$22 4,900
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A CRE L O T S

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

• Home Renovations & Improvements
• Hardwood/Laminated Flooring
• Doors & Windows
• Decks (inc. vinyl decking) & Fences
• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing/Gutter Cleaning

Quality Work & Friendly Service

Now Serving the Gulf Islands

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Fri, Sat & Sun, Feb 10, 11 & 12

Tuesday, February 21

Valentines Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy Saanich
Commonwealth Place’s wavepool, waterslide, diving boards,
pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam,
sauna, and cafe • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake
Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • FRI: 3–5pm,
7–9pm; SAT 1–4pm, 6:30–8:30pm; SUN: 10–12, 1–4pm &
6:30–8:30pm • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line, 250-475-7620 • IN
VICTORIA

Pender Island Recycling Society AGM—short AGM followed
by a presentation by North Pender’s own ‘green builder’, Wally
Foster, on the pros and cons of composting toilets: how to build
your own temporary ‘refuge’, and how to keep the health
inspector happy; refreshments provided • Library meeting room •
7pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat & Sun, Feb 11 & 12
Galiano Concert Society Concert—the
weekend before Valentine’s Day Annabelle
Paetsch plays romantic piano music,
including two Chopin ballades and works by
Schubert and Liszt • SAT: Whaler Bay Lodge,
7:30pm; SUN: Moonshadows Guest House,
2pm • Tickets: $25, students $12 • Info: 250539-3345 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

S a t & Sun, February 11 & 12
Stitches Quilt Shop presents ‘Family Jewels: Parlour
Quilts of the 19th Century’ Display & Lectures—antique
Crazy Quilts, silk Log Cabins and Mosaic quilts from Jim
Erickson’s ‘Florence Erickson Collection’; Erickson has collected
antique quilts and textiles for 25 years • ArtSpring • SHOW:
10am–5pm; LECTURE: 2pm each day • Info: 250-537-8985
(Stitches) or 250-653-9731 (Jim) • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

SATURNA from page 3
Donna and arrange it.
The trustees are gong to hold an informal, open-agenda
session where they will speak briefly and then open the floor to
questions, concerns, and suggestions. The trustees want to hear
what is of concern to the community and what are the Islanders’
priorities. The date for this meeting has not yet been set.

School News
This week at the school the pennies project for raising funds for
leukemia is getting underway. The kids are brainstorming ideas
for collecting pennies and have brought in their little stashes to
support this well-organized cause. Steve Dunsmuir reports they
are offering to give each other rides on the swings at a penny a
ride! You will be seeing collection cans at the stores and perhaps
there will be door-to-door canvassing!
The salmon eggs have just hatched into alevins, their first
transformation. The power-outage didn’t seem to effect the
temperature and aeration dramatically.
The students are all set with their Winter Olympics theme.
They have a huge ‘snakes-and-ladders’ up on the walls and
conduct curriculum activities as they move along with their
chosen countries. Because everyone reports on his or her
country, they all learn about the 14 chosen countries. Isaac
Gaines, the youngest, joins in on Wednesdays—he has Jamaica!

Rec Centre News
The Saturna Lions held their Robbie Burns Night celebration on
SATURNA, please turn to page 6
LETTERS from previous page
should prevail again, should actual need arise.
We didn’t need Agriculture Canada (and this time we don’t
need Forestry) indiscriminately destroying ecosystems here for
the sake of exporting raw logs, Christmas trees and nursery
products to the US. They didn’t spray in the ’90s and the bug did
not appear. What this proves is that the proposed spraying is
unwarranted and is simply a ruse to prevent a trade-barrier.
John Wilcox, Salt Spring Island

Remedy For Under-representation
Dear Editor:
I am a member of Fair Vote Canada, a group which works to
improve our electoral system.
Our most recent election shows, once again, why the system
needs reform. In many ridings, including Saanich–Gulf Islands,
a majority of voters voted for people who were not elected.
Supporters of almost all parties, including the Conservatives,
have in the past or currently find themselves under-represented.
This could be remedied! We could join with most other major
democracies, and institute some kind of system of proportional
representation. Indeed, provincially, we will get another chance
to vote for the BC-STV in 2008.
Federally, things are more up in the air. One way to help build
momentum for a fairer voting system is to become a member of
Fair Vote Canada. To find out more visit: www.fairvote.ca or
send your $10 first year membership in to: Fair Vote Canada, 26
Maryland Blvd., Toronto, ON, M4C 5C9.
Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island
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Saturday, Feb 25
Bob Bossin is Back!—a legendary
figure in Canadian folk music–‘Only
a handful of songwriters have created
a body of work that constitutes a
portrait of our country. Stan Rogers,
Gordon Lightfoot and Bob Bossin
have done that’-Stuart McLean;
concert preceded by Hubertus
Surm’s Herring Fest • Community Hall • Herring 6:30pm,
Concert 7:30pm • Tickets: Upper Store in advance or at the door,
Concert $15, Herring Fest $15 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Serving the Saanich Peninsula &
the Gulf Islands for over 35 Years
2104 Malaview Ave. Sidney BC

250-656-5581
www.superior-collision.com

Fris & Sats, Mar 10 & 11, 17 & 18
Sewing and Crafts Show—over 80 seminars daily, exhibits,
demonstrations, celebrity speakers, prizes, stage shows, shop-tilyou-drop • MAR 10 & 11: Victoria Conference Centre; MAR 17 &
18: Tradex, Abbotsford • 9am-6pm daily • Each show: 2-day pass,
$10 • Info:1-888-245-6777 or www.sewingandcraftsshow.com •
IN VICTORIA & ABBOTSFORD

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.
• I love the islands because it takes me up to an hour to
buy 3 grocery items at our local market.
—L.S., Galiano Island
• I love our home-grown parades, fall fair, rituals,
potlucks, and festivals.
—Anon, Salt Spring
• I love the islands because living here inspires not
only wonder and appreciation for all the complex,
intersecting circles of community that nourish life on
every ecological and social level, but the desire to
share that gratitude at every opportunity!
–F.W., Denman Island
• I love the islands because I can go to a lot of cool
beaches.
—P.L., Galiano Island
• I love the islands because if I decide to have a pajama
day, nobody will care.
—Anon, Galiano Island
• I love the islands because in the summer I can walk
around in my underwear in my backyard.
—T.C.C., age 7-3⁄4, Galiano Island

Keep ‘em coming!
by mail: S-42, C-7, RR2 Galiano Island, BC V0N 1P0
or email: annette@gulfislands.com

Laurier Model - $72,600

Alpine Model - $59,500

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order
date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.
Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
View over 100 plans at:
(250) 720-2270
www.nelson-homes.com Fax:
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

That Broom Puller

Dear Editor:
Thank you, Island Tides, for the publicity for the Pender Islands
Conservancy regarding the availability of the weed wrench for
Scotch Broom control. The conservancy apologizes for giving
the impression that it was obtained through a personal
donation. In fact, the purchase was made possible by a grant
from Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society under their
invasive species control program. The broom puller is available
from PICA for community use, by donation (call 629-6797).
This is the ideal time to remove broom, while the ground is soft
and the wild flowers have not yet appeared. Why not give it a try?
Keith Pincott, Pender Islands Conservancy Association

More Than Bargained For
Dear Editor:
It is naive in the extreme, I know, to expect clarity and openness
from candidates in an election campaign. Gordon Campbell
would have been pilloried if he had announced that his mission
as premier was to thoroughly gut our province’s education
LETTERS, please turn to page 7

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

Island Living

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
WILL MEET ON FEBRUARY 16, 2006, @
10:15 A.M. AT THE SOUTH PENDER FIRE
HALL, 8961 GOWLLAND POINT ROAD,
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND, BC
This is a regular business meeting of the Local Trust
Committee, where they will consider items such as work
programs, bylaws, applications and correspondence.
Within the South Pender Island Local Trust Committee Meeting
a Public Information Meeting will be held as per Section 20 of
the Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure
Regulation. The purpose of the Public Information Meeting is to
allow the public to comment on an application received by the
Local Trust Committee to remove a portion of a lot from the
Provincial Agricultural Land Reserve. The Lot is legally
described as Lot 1, Section 20, Plan 7022, Except part thereof
lying to the east of a boundary parallel to and perpendicularly
distant 200 feet from the easterly boundary of said lot, Pender
Island, Cowichan District.

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Barrett
Our distinctive designs will help you create your own
retreat and enjoy island living.

Exceptional Homes. Outstanding Value.
1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com
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Beyond Baroque ~ Patrick Brown
unday, January 15 was a perfectly lovely day, the first day
without rain in a long time. So why would some two
hundred and fifty Penderites spend the afternoon in the
school gym?
The answer: Marc Destrubé’s Pacific Baroque Orchestra,
with soprano Phoebe MacRae. The performance celebrated the
two hundredth anniversary of the death of Luigi Boccerini but,
as promised, went well beyond.
The orchestra, recovering well from what was clearly a
raucous night on Saturna Island, consisted for this performance
of seven violins, two violas, one cello, and a violone (a sort of
small six-stringed double bass). These are period instruments
with gut strings, and a tender, plangent sound.
The orchestra started the afternoon with a strange piece:
‘Musica notturna delle strade de Madrid’ (Night Music of the
Streets of Madrid) in which Boccerini at his most playful uses all
the instruments to imitate the sounds of the eighteenth century
city, including church bells, guitars, street musicians, and finally
the martial airs of a group of soldiers. Cellist Laura Kramer had
an opportunity to lay the instrument across her lap and strum
it—since it has no spike on the bottom, as modern cellos do, this
was a little less hazardous than one might have anticipated. The
piece is impressionistic, a wide variety of sounds, certainly. Aside
from the soldiers, probably not too far from Musica notturna
dell’isla de Saturna.

S
Islands Forum

2006

Tourism
Thursday, March 30

Friday, March 31

5.00 pm–9.00 pm

8.00 am–3.30 pm

Quw’utsun’ Cultural and
Conference Centre
200 Cowichan Way, Duncan, BC
Are you interested in tourism in your community?
Would you like to discuss this topic with other
islanders? Does tourism affect you? How can we
enhance benefits and manage impacts?
The Islands Trust Council is hosting a forum to discuss
tourism, identify options for managing tourism in the Trust
area and enhance community understanding about the
ability of local governments to address tourism topics.
Program and registration information is available through the
Islands Trust website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca, through
Islands Trust offices on Gabriola Island, Salt Spring Island and
in Victoria. Or by e-mail to forum2006@islandstrust.bc.ca;
phone: 250.405.5161; or call toll free via Enquiry BC in
Vancouver 604.660.2421, elsewhere in BC 1.800.663.7867
and ask to be transferred to Marie Smith at the Islands Trust
office in Victoria.There is a registration fee of $26.75 (with
GST), which includes the forum and three meals. This fee is
payable upon registration.
To reserve your place at the forum,
please register by Wednesday, March 15.
Late registrants will be placed on a waiting list.
This forum is partially funded by the Union of British Columbia Municipalities.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that John
William Knox of Delta, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for an amendment
to a Private Moorage Licence of
Occupation in connection with
Provincial Crown land located
seaward of Lot 1 Section 12,
Pender Island, Cowichan
District Plan 45474, the land
being the unsurveyed Crown
land or foreshore covered by
water that is part of the bed of
Port Browning Harbour, South
Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412623. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345
Wallace
Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until February 4, 2006.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit the
ILMB
website
at
www.lwbc.bc.ca under Current
Land Applications for more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

VISIT US
at
www.islandtides.com
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Mary J.E.
Menzies of Pender Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10-year lease
for
Residential-Private
Moorage
situated
on

Provincial Crown land located
in the vicinity of Susan Point,
North Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412759. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345
Wallace
Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 8, 2006. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
www.lwbc.bc.ca under Current
Land Applications for more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.
NORTH PENDER ISLAND
INSET

SATURNA from page 6
January 28 at the Rec Centre. About 50 people came to enjoy
the traditional meal and festivities. Al Stonehouse ran the silent
auction of items and services; collectively the donors and buyers
raised $3,600 for the Rec Centre. Leslie Mayher was the
coordinator for this fundraising event.
The Recreation Centre is hosting activities on weeknights:
volleyball, badminton, indoor soccer, table tennis and basketball.
New principal Steve Dunsmuir is heading the indoor soccer
contingent. Eleven players turn out, half kids and half adults.
Everybody is learning both soccer skills and the Saturna Rules—
your team is whoever shows up; don’t run over little kids or they
won’t play again; and don’t bore the adults or they won’t play again!
Dr Janice Mason, Saturna’s doctor for many years, will be
giving a presentation on fitness, exercise and healthy living on
Tuesday, March 14. Part of her presentation will include a
TOBA RIVER POWER from page 2
company has no operating revenue and is financed by the sale of
shares, some 12.7 million so far, representing cash raised of
some $4 million. The Toronto Venture Exchange currently lists
Plutonic’s shares in the 95¢ range.
With a full set of approvals and a long-term contract with BC
Hydro to purchase the electricity, Plutonic might well be able to
raise the large amount of capital which they would need to carry
out their scheme. But this money, whether raised on the market
or borrowed, could come at a high price. It’s a sort of heavily
disguised public-private partnership (P3), with Plutonic
required to finance all the front-end development and deal with
all the environmental and political problems.
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Kenneth
and Mariann Weins of Surrey,
BC intend to make application
to
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Private Moorage Licence of
Occupation
situated
on

Take notice that Donald
Geoffrey Horner and Winona
Ann Campbell-Horner of
Pender Island, BC intend to
make application to Integrated
Land Management Bureau
(ILMB), Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands, Coast Region office
for a 10-year lease for
Residential-Private Moorage

Provincial Crown land located
at 220 Spinnaker Drive,
Mayne Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412737. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345
Wallace
Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 12, 2006.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current
Land
Applications
for
more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

MAYNE ISLAND

situated on Provincial Crown
land located in the vicinity of
Plumper Sound, North
Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412773. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Senior Land Officer at 501345 Wallace Street, Nanaimo, BC,
V9R 5B6. Comments will be
received by ILMB until March
23, 2006. ILMB may not be able
to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current
Land
Applications
for
more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

Then on to more serious and more recent material beginning
with ‘Golden,’ commissioned by the orchestra in 2002 from
composer Jocelyn Morlock (in memory of her teacher, Nikolai
Korndorf, who died in 2001). This was our first opportunity to
hear Ms MacRae, whose voice as an instrument (there are no
words to this piece) floated hauntingly over the water sounds of
the orchestra. There’s a slight gypsy feeling to this music, which
is intended to recall a gold-flecked Manitoba stream.
But what is ‘baroque’ anyway? A more traditional illustration
was GB Sammartini’s ‘Symphony in D Major.’ Three
movements: a strongly rhythmic but delicate dance; a strongly
coloured adagio, and a bright and blended, somewhat faster,
third movement. Destrubé, playing, stands close to the edge of
the stage, conducts the ensemble largely with body language and
the occasional wave of his bow. His orchestra plays as one.
After the interval came Boccerini’s ‘Stabat Mater’ for soprano
and strings. A traditional subject for baroque composers,
Boccerini’s version is a tapestry, a complex interweaving of
soloist and instruments. Despite its religious origin, this may
well have been the rock music of its day; MacRae blended with
the strings, at times soared effortlessly into space, and at other
times was subsumed by the orchestra. Emotional and
transparent music—a whole concert in itself, with dazzling
BAROQUE, please turn to facing page

discussion of the equipment in the Rec Centre’s exercise room,
where the meeting will be held.

Bob Bossin Concert
Bob Bossin is back to entertain (see ‘What’s On?’ page 5 for
details). Bob, from Gabriola, is an almost legendary figure in
Canadian folk music: founder of ‘Stringband,’ pioneer of
independent recording with a dozen albums to his credit. Bob’s
latest CD called ‘Roses on Annie’s Table’ has received excellent
reviews. This is Bob’s third time on Saturna. The concert will be
preceded by a ‘Herring Fest,’ meal by chef Hubertus Surm.

Having The Last Word
At the hall on Monday, 20 February, Dr Catherine Luke will be
giving a talk on Advance Directives—how you want your final
exit to be and how to make it binding. i

Meanwhile environmentalists, First Nations, ecotourism
operators and others take up the fight to protect relatively
untouched areas of the province. First Nations once again assert
their not-yet-settled land claims. Within First Nations, conflict is
re-ignited between the haves and the have-nots. And over it all,
several BC government departments are kept busy with water
licenses, crown land grants, and a complex set of regulations,
approvals, and permits, but don’t actually have to take
responsibility for solving any of the real problems. Legislation
which is supposed to protect the environment is used to permit
activities that damage the environment, providing that those
activities meet the purposes of the government.
All
this
may
be
LAND ACT:
characterized as activity that
NOTICE OF INTENTION
contributes to a healthy BC
TO APPLY FOR A
economy; $300 million spent
DISPOSITION OF
in the Toba River valley is
CROWN LAND
bound to make a difference,
Take notice that William
McDonald and Caroline
both to the economy and the
McDonald of Galiano Island,
environment.
But
one
BC intend to make application
wonders whether a better
to
Integrated
Land
energy
supply
and
Management Bureau (ILMB),
environmental
planning
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
process would produce more
10-year lease for Residentialbenefit for the money spent,
Private Moorage situated on
not to mention the efforts of
Provincial Crown land located
both BC Hydro and the
in the vicinity of Whaler Bay,
provincial government. One
Galiano Island.
The Lands File Number that has
also wonders whether greater
been established for this
attention to the claims and to
application is 1412772. Written
the needs of First Nations
comments concerning this
would reduce the risks of such
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
schemes for entrepreneurs
501-345
Wallace
Street,
and to the environment. i
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 23, 2006.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current
Land
Applications
for
more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

HOPE BAY

SUBJECT
PROPERTY
SUBJECT
PROPERTY
SUBJECT PROPERTY
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Margaret Maude Robson
1911–2006
Margaret Maude Robson, long-term resident of Galiano
Island, passed away at the age of 95 on January 22, 2006 in
the comfort of her own home with her loving family around
her and ever-faithful Frisky cat.
Margaret was born on Salt Spring Island on January 11,
1911 to Olander and Lona Garner, originally from North &
South Carolina, one of the original pioneering families on Salt
Spring Island. Margaret was the fourth of ten children. Her
family history was documented by her elder brother Joe
Garner in his book titled ‘Never Fly over an Eagles Nest’.
Margaret and her husband Fred were widely recognized as
founding community members in the development of
Galiano Island.
Margaret was a true naturalist with a complete
appreciation for nature and all its beauty. Her graciousness,
her wisdom, and her strength touched everyone who knew
her, Margaret’s joy came from her family and friends, her
garden, her appreciation for art, her books, travel, golfing,
bridge and her community.
Her passing has left us deeply bereaved. The way she lived
her life will continue to inspire us to live ours in a more
peaceful, harmonious, gracious and loving manner. She was
the finest teacher we could ever have for all of life’s lessons.
A celebration of her life was held on Galiano Island on
Saturday, February 4, 2006 at the Lions Hall. Our deepest
gratitude to the Galiano Island home support team for all of
the personal and loving care provided to Margaret which
allowed us to keep her in her beloved home for the past four
years. She loved you all!
Margaret was pre-deceased by her husband Fred Elliott
Robson and survived by her brother Albert, sisters Edith and
Dorothy, son Don, daughter Carol and partner Mark,
grandchildren Lori, Kim, Sarah, Fred and Matthew and greatgrandchildren Haley and Tej.
- C.R.

Nominations open for
Order of BC
Nominations for the Order of British Columbia, the province’s
highest recognition of excellence and achievement, are now
being accepted by the Honours and Awards Secretariat. Since
1990, when the first award was given, 232 people have received
the award.
Lieutenant Governor Iona Campagnolo will present the
awards later this year to outstanding British Columbians who
have excelled in any field, such as community leadership, the
arts, labour, business, volunteer service, research and
education—benefiting the people of the province or elsewhere.
Recipients are chosen by an independent advisory council
headed by British Columbia Chief Justice Lance Finch. The
deadline for receiving nominations is 5pm on March 10. Recipient
names will be made public in May, with an official dinner and
ceremony of recognition at Government House in June.
Nomination forms and information are available by
contacting the Honours and Awards Secretariat in Victoria at
250-387-1616 or online at www.protocol.gov.bc.ca. Nomination
forms are also available at government agents’ offices. i

Salt Spring Elementary
awarded $3,000
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GSA Auto
Rentals & Sales
Monthly
Rentals
from $525.

Shared housing available Galiano
Island lovely home, lovely owner,
long term interest? 250-539-3345
Self-contained suite in Vancouver.
Two BR garden-level w/ private
entrance. Kerrisdale area, 1 BL to
main buslines. N/S, N/P. Weekly
$400. Call 604-263-9982.

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

Quality Used Cars & Trucks

We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
SIDNEYCARS.COM

LEGAL NOTICE
I, Walter Kowalski of 4613 Sailor
Easement, give 30 days notice to
Kim Young Hwan of 47310
Schooner Way, Pender Island, BC
VON 2M2 who is the owner of the
1982 Ford Econo Van, VIN:
1FTDE14EXCHA65281, Registration
No: 7839378 stored at 4613 Sailor
Easement. If this vehicle is not
claimed by March 10, 2006, the
vehicle will be disposed of.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FOR RENT

FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

www.flynn.ca
PENDER ISLAND

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Dear Editor:
On a Wednesday morning a couple weeks ago I woke up as usual
on my island of Galiano. By that night I went to sleep on another
Island, a place I no longer recognized.
I’m reminded of a time, a couple of decades ago, when I was
living in China, I took a walk down a long narrow sunburnt
valley, a forgotten desert place in the west out beyond the end of

Galiano Unrecognizable

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

Acupuncture

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

Ron: 604-722-7437

MAUI
Vacation Condos

Traditional Chinese Medicine

1-877-652-0599

Unique European styled 3-br
villa on 1.5 acres of forested
land, surrounded by parks.
Secluded location, 200 steps
to the ocean at Shingle Bay.
Incl wood burning fireplace,
sauna, hot tub & many more
luxury features.
Fully
furnished. $900/month.

GETAWAYS

HEALTH

LIST YOUR PROPERTY WITH US!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

However, Smith emphasized that the above projection should
be tempered; ‘With a different voting system, people would have
voted differently,’ he said. ‘There would have been no need for
strategic voting. We would likely have seen higher voter turnout.
We would have had different candidates—more women, and
more diversity of all kinds. We would have had more real choices.
The voting system really matters a lot and the system we have is
simply not acceptable in a modern democracy.’ i

ELECTION 2006 from page 1

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Southern Gulf

government,’ said Smith. ‘The Liberals, NDP, and Greens
represent a majority, and together they would have held a
majority of seats.’
Had the same votes been cast under a proportional voting
system, Fair Vote Canada projected that the seat allocation
would have been approximately as follows:
• Conservatives 36.3% popular vote: 113 seats (not 124)
• Liberals
30.1% popular vote: 93 seats (not 103)
• NDP
17.5% popular vote:
59 seats (not 29)
• Bloc
10.5% popular vote:
31 seats (not 51)
• Greens
4.5% popular vote:
12 seats (not 0)

BAROQUE from previous page
displays of violin work which recalled the jazziest of Vivaldi. The
partnership between the soloist and the orchestra was
outstanding.
As a final gift to the enthusiastic audience, the orchestra
presented a song from ‘The Passion According to St Mark’ by the
Argentinian composer Osvaldo Golijov. The song, based on a
poem ‘Colourless Moon’ by the Galician poet Rosalia de Castro,
had a distinct Spanish feeling, and was delivered by the
indefatigable McRae with shimmering delicacy. i

Well Drillers

House & Cottage Rentals

LETTERS from page 5
system. That would be silly. You don’t actually tell people what
you’re going to do. You get elected. Then you do it.
It should come as no surprise then to see the same strategy at
work here on Galiano. In the run-up to our local Trust elections
in November our OCP, specifically our forest land-use bylaws,
were central to the debate. And it was clear that a handful of
landowners, faced with legal action for flouting those bylaws,
were not prepared to wait until our OCP came up for review in a
year’s time. What should be done? Do we stand behind our OCP
and let the lawbreakers face the music? Or do we compromise
the vision forged by many for the convenience of a few?
It takes courage to stand up for a principle in the midst of an
emotional maelstrom. Courage could cost votes. As a result, not all
of our four candidates were equally forthcoming. Michael Sharp
and Roy Smith chose the canny-like-Campbell, better-safe-thansorry approach. There was ‘healing’ to be done and they would do
it. We needed a ‘gentle’ way forward and they would provide it. If
forest land owners were disgruntled, they would appease. And, of
course, they would adhere to the Islands Trust mandate to
preserve and protect. Lovely. And it was with those blurry
reassurances that Michael Sharp and Roy Smith won the day.
They didn’t mention that Job #1 would be to recall our Road
Network Plan (ten years in the making, approved by the Islands
Trust Executive, and awaiting the signature of the Minister of
Community Services.) They didn’t mention Job #2 either:
foiling the courts. They would open up our land-use bylaws to a
bit of an unscheduled re-think. And they would look again at the
options offered by the Privately Managed Forest Land (PMFL)
Act. Under this laissez-faire legislation we could simply abdicate
all land-use decisions to off-Island interests, ignore those pesky
bylaws that were proving so inconvenient to a few, and give land
owners the free hand they’ve been agitating for. All of which is
rather more than many of us bargained for.
If we have learned from this, it is at great cost. But maybe a
lesson in realpolitik is worth any price we have to pay.
Pam Freir, Galiano Island

Salt Spring Elementary will receive a $3,000 grant for its plan to
improve social responsibility learning through an integrated
program of professional development, direct instruction, peer
mentoring, and revised reading curriculae.
This award, an School Improvement Excellence Award,
recognizes schools that have developed exceptional learning
programs. The awards are funded by the provincial government
and administered by the School Leadership Centre, within the
University of British Columbia’s Faculty of Education. i

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

250-654-0230

Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.

Rent/Lease/Buy

HOME / PROPERTY

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C A LL D AVE W O O DE
C ONT RAC T ING :

25 0 -5 3 7 - 51 11 o r
1- 8 00 - 8 04 -6 28 8
Servicing the Gulf Islands

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
recognized by the
World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322

FOR SALE
Prevost Island Farm is now milling
high-quality fir and cedar lumber.
Deliveries arranged to Southern
Gulf Islands. Please call the farm at
250-213-1594 or Mark McKay at
250-818-4356.
Parts car. 1981 Volvo 245DL. Wellmaintained, running, bodywork
poor. Best offer 250-629-3660
17' Davidson Chugger, 1976. 9hp
Farymann diesel burns 1 litre/hr, full
canvass, v-berth, electric head,
swimgrid. VHF & DS. Galvanized
trailer. $9,000 obo. 604-858-4848,
bjstolee@dowco.com

Boxed ads
starting at $28
Call us:
250-629-3660

the Great Wall, and this valley was lined with caves, dozens and
dozens of caves carved out of the soft red stone. And in each cave
were rows of carvings of the Buddha, hundreds and thousands
of carved Buddhas, some no larger than your thumbnail, others
imposing and dominating the entire shadowy cavern. I
imagined what it must have been like, all this creative energy, all
these busy hands at work on scaffoldings, the endless tink of
chisel on rock, dust and rock chips in the eye. And then during
the Cultural Revolution of the ’60s, groups of misguided
ideologues swept through the valley with their hammers and
destroyed it all. All that was left when I was there were row on
row of faceless Buddhas and the peens of the hammers. The
vandals built nothing in its place. Human beings seem to have
such an urge to destroy. And it’s infinitely easier to destroy than
to create.
On the Galiano where I lived until a couple weeks ago, the
community had worked together for years and years to create a
plan for future growth and to protect the Island from the ravages
of unbridled development. Although the greedy among us
bristled, although those who saw Galiano as their lottery ticket
whined, most people enjoyed the protected amenities of a quiet
rural island.
On the Galiano where I live now, all that’s gone, destroyed in
ten minutes by two local officials. They withdrew the completed
Road Network Plan before it could be signed by the minister,
and they opened up the forest policies, which was the firewall
between the Island and vast development of its forest lands.
The Island Tides runs a feature called, perhaps ironically,
‘Why do you love the islands?’ What I used to love about the
Island is gone now. Gone is the public process of creation. Gone
is a future of peace.
We see at work in our beleaguered community the
relentlessness of money. We see at work here the forces of
unremitting greed. Already the surveyors are staking new
property lines. Already the land agents are setting up shop. The
shadowy people with the money have been working behind
closed doors for years, greasing the way, getting changes in
provincial forest legislation, and now they have their allies in
local government. No need now to prise the doorjamb with a
crowbar. A couple of Wednesdays ago, someone unlatched the
door from the inside.
So what’s left? When the Island gets carved up into little
suburban lots; when the work of a community over more than a
decade is destroyed in an instant—what’s left?
Jerry Azevedo, Galiano Island i
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The Tides they are a-changing ~ Christa Grace-Warrick
alf of Island Tides readers pick up their newspapers in
our yellow newspaper boxes strategically placed around
the fringes of the southern Strait. (The other half receive
their newspaper through the mail.)
It has taken many years to build the relationships with store
owners, city road crews and ferry companies that compose this
distribution network. Our cute, yellow plastic boxes remind me of
little watchmen. They stand alone out there 24/7—on our sheer
faith that they will be there tomorrow. Sometimes late at night I
say to myself, ‘It’s 11pm, do you know where your boxes are?’
(some of which are sixty miles away).
It’s an honour system that works well. Only one box out of 60
has been stolen (we got
it back). A few have
been vandalized or
graffitied. So far only
three have ended up at
Syntal’s recycle bin at
Keating
X-Road,
destined to be fence
posts.
Over the last two
summers, the now
faded boxes have been
refitted—brought
home, powerwashed,
stripped of labels,
spray-painted
and
relabelled, fitted with
new doors, sand
ballast topped-up and
taken back out.
We visit them all
Photo:: Gillian Allan
every two weeks to put
The nightie shift! While the presses in the latest edition,
roll the publisher is discovered hard give them a brush up
at work refitting newspaper boxes.
and wish them well.
We also keep year-in-year-out records of how many papers are

H

BEFORE

AFTER
Photos: Brian Haller

Mayne Island’s Health Care Centre gets a clear-cut.
The drastic move was necessary to allow modern
helicopters to land on the helipad situated at the
health centre.

Morrison Marsh donation

After years of cooperation between the Denman Conservancy
Association and an anonymous donor, the Islands Trust Fund
has received a donation of a significant section of the Morrison
Marsh on Denman Island. The 50.5 hectare (125 acre) property
contains the southern portion of Denman Island’s largest
marsh, as well as second-growth forest and rock bluffs.
Morrison Marsh is a key waterfowl overwintering and breeding
area, home to more than 80 bird species. i

TRUE-CRAFT LOG STRUCTURES
From cozy cottages to grand lodges …

Woodside:
1653 sq. ft.
Materials:
$68,845

Quality milled log home packages:
• Western Red Cedar or Pine Logs
• Windows & Doors, Loft Floor Structure
• Complete Weathertight Roof System

MICHAEL LEDUC
(250) 751-0663
loghomedreams@shaw.ca

Accommodation

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Still Op en?

Close to UVic, hospital & the
ocean. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $40-$60

L e t Vis it o rs K n ow

250-598-7015

2 50-629 -366 0

We offer

visitors a

Grant given for biodiesel market development
A $25,000 grant to the Fraser Basin Council will support market
development of biodiesel as a sustainable fuel alternative,
Environment Minister Barry Penner announced on January 26.
‘Biodiesel is a safe, non-toxic and renewable fuel alternative
for diesel engines, and it’s made from vegetables,’ said Penner.
‘The objective is to support the development and
commercialization of alternative energy in our pursuit of leading
the world in sustainable environmental management.’
The use of biodiesel as a renewable fuel blend reduces
greenhouse gas emissions and most air pollutants. It can be used
either as a complete substitute for conventional diesel, or as a
blend. In both its pure and blended forms, biodiesel reduces
emissions of air toxins, CO2, particulate matter, carbon
monoxide, hydrocarbons and black smoke from vehicles.
Since its first production on a commercial scale in Germany
in 1991, global production of biodiesel has increased rapidly and
it is now the fastest growing alternative fuel in Europe,

The Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) will be investing
up to $45 million annually for approximately 930 new
residential care beds and assisted living units by 2010 to help
seniors who need publicly funded housing and support services.
This includes 727 additional beds targeted for completion by
December 2008.
‘These new services will provide options that support and
encourage independence while also providing more intensive
care if health care needs change,’ said George Abbott, Minister
of Health. As outlined in its draft Five Year Strategic Plan
(www.viha.ca), VIHA will build the new beds and units to meet
the growing and aging population according to growth
projections for specific geographic areas.
As part of this, VIHA has issued a Request For Proposal
(RFP) seeking submissions from not-for-profit and other private
operators to build and operate residential care beds and assisted
living spaces. Locations, with up to the following number of beds
and spaces, are outlined in the

Live Your Dream

from

39

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
March
31, 2006.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to to
March
31, 2003

RFP: Greater Victoria, 185 residential care beds and 95 assisted
living units; Sooke, 30 residential care beds and 15 assisted
living units; Cowichan/Duncan, 180 residential care beds and
50 assisted living units; Nanaimo, 135 residential care beds and
80 assisted living units; Parksville/Qualicum, 160 residential
care beds and 60 assisted living units; Port Alberni, 10 assisted
living units; Comox/Courtenay: 90 residential care beds and 60
assisted living units; Campbell River, 80 residential care beds.
A further approximately 28 new beds and spaces planned for
the Gulf Islands, Mount Waddington and Ladysmith will be
developed outside this RFP process.
In addition to the beds and units being sought through the
RFP, VIHA also plans to work with its existing service providers
to upgrade or replace over 850 complex care beds that are aging
and no longer meet modern care needs. Changes include
converting multi-occupancy accommodation to semi-private
rooms with bathrooms and wheelchair accessibility and
providing transitional care capacity outside hospitals. i

Fishing survey launched
On January 25, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) announced the launch of the 2006 Survey
of Recreational Fishing in Canada. The survey is the most comprehensive assessment of
recreational fishing conducted in Canada. It has been conducted every five years since 1975.
Survey questionnaires will be mailed to 82,000 Canadian residents and anglers from other
countries by provincial and territorial agencies and DFO over the coming weeks.
The purpose of the survey is to obtain reliable, up-to-date information on the importance and
popularity of recreational fishing in Canada. A report on the 2006 survey will be published next
year.
More information on the results of the previous Surveys of Recreational Fishing in Canada is
available on the Statistics link of DFO’s homepage at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca. i

Our quality accommodation includes:

$

generating more than 19,000 production jobs. In the US, a blend
of 20% biodiesel with 80% petro-diesel (referred to as B20) is
widely used.
In Canada, biodiesel remains in the early stages of market
development. Several bus companies are doing trials with
imported biodiesel, and the first biodiesel service station was
opened in Toronto two years ago.
Last year the provincial government removed the fuel tax
from biodiesel in an effort to increase its market potential and
has supported the use of biodiesel in government vehicles as a
pilot project.
A recent government-funded feasibility study determined
that community-based production, using recycled restaurant
and food processing fryer oils, offers a good opportunity for
biodiesel in BC, given that the province has little available
agricultural land to produce vegetable oils in large volumes. i

VIHA seeks proposals for new residential care beds

better deal!
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

picked-up at each
location. These figures
govern our print run.
Favourite places for
picking up copies are
local ferries and the
big ferry terminals.
Now changes are afoot.
The Queen of
Nanaimo has no room
for newspaper boxes
following her refit.
Island Tides is now
located in the midship
brochure racks. Ask
the crew to point you
in the right direction.
If the restocking is
Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick
not keeping up and the
rack space is empty, Back on the beat.
please call us (250-629-3660) or email to let us know. Then we
can give our contractor, Certified Folder, feedback on their
performance. Your reports will be a great help in fine-tuning the
new system.
Next up are the main terminals; BC Ferries management
want to ‘tidy up’—that means no more old-style newspaper boxes.
Quite what the new system is no-one knows yet. Probably wall
boxes like those already in the Tsawwassen terminal.
So, sometime soon, you may need to ask where to find your
Island Tides. We will also inform you as soon as we know. At the
main ferry terminals, our cheerful yellow sentinels will no longer
be presenting you with your copy. But you can rest assured those
boxes will not be resting on their laurels but will be serving at new
locations on Vancouver Island.
All these changes will cost us money, lots of money, so if you
can send in your voluntary subscription it will be a great help in
these changing times. i
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