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Islanders joined—often spur of the moment—marches for women’s rights and justice for all people on Saturday, January 21. This one was on Pender.

Survey finds wide support for key proportional representation attributes

BREAKING NEWS

democracy in its executive summary, the report is
unable to conclude the same about our electoral
system—because [the survey] never asked the
On February 1, new Minister for Democratic
question.’
Institutions Karina Gould announced that she had
‘Don’t Like The Voting System’ received in a new mandate letter from Prime
However, MP May goes on to say, ‘And while the Minister Trudeau stating, ‘changing the electoral
executive summary reports general satisfaction system will not be in your mandate.’
(67%) with our democracy, only 17% of Canadians
Skeena-Bulkley Valley MP Nathan Cullen and
surveyed reported being ‘very satisfied’, with the UNIFOR National President Jerry Dias, both called
remaining 50% merely ’somewhat satisfied.’
the abandoning of his election promise ‘cynical’.
However, nearly 20% of those polled included
At a press conference Gould said, ‘It has become
‘Don’t like the voting system’ as one of the biggest evident that the broad support needed among
barriers preventing them from actually voting.
Canadians for a change of this magnitude does not
Parties Should Negotiate Policy exist’—this despite the conclusions of the December
ERRE report (See stories this page and page 4.)
Decisions
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP, and ERRE committee
Moving beyond the executive summary, May finds
that: ‘Even the flawed survey makes it clear member, Elizabeth May said, ‘Despite spending
Canadians do want fair voting and greater millions of dollars on the issue, when our feminist
cooperation in politics. Making sure 2015 is the last PM didn’t hear the answer he wanted, he threw his
election with First Past the Post and that our two young women ministers under the bus, and
parliamentary committee’s recommendation for callously broke his word. This betrayal is one felt by
Did Not Ask The Question
all voters, volunteers, and activists who worked
The Mydemocracy.ca survey has been criticized for proportional representation is followed will greatly
diligently to make this country’s democracy fairer
being too elementary and not cutting to the chase enhance Canadian democracy.
‘Canadians polled in the survey expressed a and stronger through meaningful electoral reform.
of the Liberal election promise to make the 2015
‘It’s not too late. Demand that Justin Trudeau
strong desire to see parties work together in
federal election the last one under the outdated
Parliament specifically to negotiate policy decisions, reverse this decision, and recommit to keeping the
‘First Past The Post’ voting system. Following
even at the expense of clear accountability. One of promise he made to all Canadians.’
analysis of the report, MP May states, ‘While the the most decisive findings of the report had 70% of
report claims general satisfaction with our
those polled preferring several parties sharing
accountability for policy outcomes over one party
Election Savvy - Know coastal ridings and your candidates to date - Pages 7 & 3
being solely accountable.’ 0
On January 24, Minister of Democratic Institutions,
the Honourable Karina Gould, released the final
report reflecting Canadians’ participation in
MyDemocracy.ca. ‘The Government of Canada
launched MyDemocracy.ca to engage as many
Canadians as possible in the national conversation
about electoral reform. I encourage Canadians to
read the report’ she said.
‘I would like to thank the over 360,000 people in
Canada who had their say about electoral reform
through MyDemocracy.ca online or by phone. We
are grateful so many people participated in this
innovative, interactive application to help us build a
stronger, healthier democracy. We will carefully
consider these findings as we move forward,’
Minister Gould added.
Elizabeth May, MP Saanich-Gulf Islands, and
member of the electoral reform committee, was
discouraged that the report was so ‘silently released’
by the Trudeau government.

Broken promise
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Court sets Environmental Appeal Board Shawnigan decision aside, Ministry at last acts
C Supreme Court Justice Sewell’s
judgement sets aside the decision of the
Environmental Appeal Board (the ‘Board’)
and reinstates the stay of Cobble Hill Holdings’
permit which had allowed the operation of a
contaminated soil landfill in Shawnigan Lake’s
watershed.
Released January 24, the judgement holds that
evidence provided to the board by Cobble Hill
Holdings (CHH) was false and misleading in

respect of the financial arrangement between CHH
and its engineers, Active Earth Engineering Ltd,
and that the board should reconsider its decision in
light of new evidence on that subject.
The Court also found that CHH filed misleading
evidence before the court in the judicial review,
regarding the relationship between the engineers
and CHH. Justice Sewell said, ‘CHH’s lack of
candour in these proceedings reinforces my view
that the interests of justice require that the Decision
be set aside and the matter remitted to the Board
for reconsideration in light of the fresh evidence.’
In addition, the Court held that the Board did not
fairly apply its rules of expert evidence resulting in
a hearing that was procedurally unfair to the
Shawnigan Ratepayers Association (SRA). The
Court has directed the board reconsider the expert
evidence tendered at the board’s hearing in light of
the Court’s findings in that regard.
‘This is a huge win for the community,’ said SRA
President Calvin Cook on the Jnauary 24
judgement. ‘We commenced this judicial review
process with the conviction that the board process
had not been a fair one and when the evidence of
the ownership interest of the engineers surfaced, we

Noelle Bellomi, PFP, FMA, FCSI

said that the board had been misled. Today, the
court agreed.’

Three days later, on January 27, Minister of
Environment Mary Polak suspended Cobble Hill
Holdings Ltd’s waste discharge permit, based on
information and advice from Ministry staff ‘due to
their failure to address both outstanding as well as
past non-compliances’. She will cancel the
company’s permit, she says, if the does not receive
required documents within fifteen business days.
During the suspension, the company must
continue to meet all monitoring requirements and
ensure pollution does not occur. A Spill Prevention
Order has also been issued to ensure appropriate
measures are taken to reduce the risk of leachate
escaping from the facility into the environment.’

Ministry Moves, At Last

CVRD Shawnigan Lake Area Director, Sonia
Furstenau, says that after the Shawigan Lake
community’s many years of struggle these are two
big steps. However ‘until the permit is revoked, the
contaminated soil removed, and the site
remediated’, the community’s water won’t be
protected. 0
Furstenau is running as Green Party Candidate in
Cowichan Valley Regional District. (Scroll to next
page to see all coastal candidates, so far.)
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Follow
on Twitter: @islandtides.

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!
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Kinder Morgan - Not in BC’s interest
Adam Olsen

The BCLiberal government has now approved the
Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project. They
have stated that Kinder Morgan has met their five
conditions and have added 37 new conditions with
their approval.
I was an intervenor in the National Energy Board
(NEB) hearings for the project. I can say from
firsthand experience that the review process
established by the Harper Government, and
subsequently supported by Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, is not one in which British Columbians can
have any confidence. The evidence was not tested,
questions went unanswered, assurances were vague
and often inaccurate.
With this decision comes a more than 500%
increase in diluted bitumen transport through the
Salish Sea. I have heard consistently from all
communities that this project is a top concern, and
so it should be. It threatens our coastline, our
wildlife, our tourism industry and our quality of life.
At the very least, Kinder Morgan should have
been expected to show that they can clean-up a dilbit
spill to get approval. But they haven’t—because they
can’t.
This is the result of a ‘get to yes no matter the
costs’ approach to economic policy. We have a
process that actively excluded communities and
with mounting evidence that we do not have the
capability to deal with a spill. And we hear the
government say ‘don’t worry, Kinder Morgan will
figure it out.’

Do we have world-leading practices for landbased oil spill prevention ... no we do not.
Have we addressed the legal requirements
regarding Aboriginal and treaty rights—definitely
not.
Does a few million dollars each year give British
Columbia a ‘fair share’, due to the high risk we are
accepting—hardly.

A year ago the BC Liberal government said a firm
‘no’ in its final written submission to the NEB to this
pipeline because it did not meet these conditions,
now they have reversed course and approved it.
This is no way to build public confidence in a
major industrial project. This approval has not only
undermined our environment and the communities
directly affected, it has undermined the role of science,
our climate responsibilities, and all of the economic
sectors that will be negatively impacted by
industrializing the Salish Sea. This is irresponsible
decision-making, plain and simple.
If we look to the future we know that we have to
transition away from fossil fuels. Expanding this
pipeline means extraction companies will be doing
everything they can to fill it. This takes us in the
completely wrong direction by investing in fossil fuel
infrastructure that will last decades.
The 21st century is increasingly being powered
by innovation and the creative economy. Instead of
doubling down on the industries of the past, we
need to be making investments in the future.
I have stood up for the interests of our riding
Five Conditions
throughout the NEB process and I will continue to
The BCLiberals promised that any heavy oil pipeline
stand up for the Salish Sea. 0
would have to meet their five conditions before it
Adam Olsen will stand as Green Party candidate
was granted.
Do we suddenly have a world-leading marine oil for Saanich North & the Islands MLA in the May 9
election. See more candidates below.
spill response ... no we do not.
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Your Coastal BC Election Candidates
(To Date)

Liberal

Courtenay-Comox:

Jim Benninger

Cowichan Valley

Steve Housser

Esquimalt-Metchosin

NDP

Green

Lori Iannidinardo

Sonia Furstenau

Ronna-Rae Leonard

Mitzi Dean

Langford-Juan de Fuca

Cathy Noel

Nanaimo
Nanaimo-North Cowichan

Paris Gaudet

Alana DeLong

Doug Routley

Lia Versaevel

Oak Bay-Gordon Head

Alex Dutton

Bryce Casavant

Andrew Weaver



Mid Island-Pacific Rim
North Island

Dallas Smith

Parksville-Qualicum

Powell River-Sunshine Coast

Saanich North and the Islands
Saanich South

Victoria-Beacon Hill

Michelle Stilwelll
Matthew Wilson
Stephen Roberts
David Calder

Victoria-Swan Lake
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Glenn Sollitt

Nicholas Simons

Rob Fleming

• Specializing in water
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Kalen Harris
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A Plastic Ocean

Dear Editor:
There were lots of accolades for Communities
Protecting Our Coast’s presentation of A Plastic
Ocean: We Need A Wave of Change in Parksville.
World Community Film Festival in Courtenay
wants the film and Victoria Mayor Lisa Helps was
on CBC on Tuesday talking about changes their city
needs to consider.
And it’s the talk about town in Oceanside. Three
guys, overheard by an anonymous friend of CPOC in
a gym change room: ‘What a great initiative, I can’t
touch plastic without thinking about it,’ and ‘They
are a good organization, I wish they would run for
politics,’
Many folks signed up to stay informed and help to
create a wave of change in our approach to single use
plastic. Now it’s time to act!

Sheri Plummer, Parksville

Pipe Dreams

Pipeline dreams… political schemes.
Promotional teams… protestor’s screams.
Who will profit? what will it cost?
What good is a job if an ocean is lost.
Oil and water never did mix,
For a bitumen spill there is no fix.
Justin, Rachel and Christy have spoken,
Their carbon tax is a useless token.
They will build the pipelines and fill up the
tankers
For the profiteers and the Wall Street bankers.
When the tar sands are stripped
And the oceans are muddied
Will this political crime be studied.
A little too late for damage control,
For a pipe full of oil they sold their soul.
—Ann McLean

Follow
on Twitter: @islandtides.

Readers’ Letters

Mydemocracy.ca A Boondoggle?

Dear Editor:
The Mydemocracy.ca survey, and its resultant
report (published within a remarkably few days of
the much-postponed end of the survey) probably
achieved the objective of the government, which
was to completely obfuscate the proportional
representation issue.
Interestingly, the report included, as its first
paragraph, a ‘Certificate of Political Neutrality’—a
new and novel feature. However, the government’s
instructions to the contractor, Vox Pop Labs Ltd (not
one of Canada’s better known survey organizations)
have not been published.
The report’s executive summary emphasized that
its primary conclusion about voting was that a ballot
should be ‘easy to understand’.
The summary was obviously written by someone
who did not understand the report, but the summary
will be all that the MSM will read, and so the
government will be able to claim that there is no
consensus among Canadians on any voting system
other than FPTP.
If you ask an alternative question, you will arrive
at aa ‘alternative truth’ (a term famously invented by
Trump spokesperson Kellyanne Conway.) Or,
perhaps a complete non-conclusion, such as: ‘Many
Canadians simultaneously hold preferences for
various attributes that are commonly associated with
different families of electoral systems.’ (We knew
that before the survey was commissioned; that’s why
we did it—to find out more.)
One-third of the individuals who participated in
the survey appear to have failed to include sufficient
demographic information to enable the contractor to

utilize their data in its conclusions, since the
contractor decided to weight the data ‘to the census’.
This in itself should be enough to seriously invalidate
any statistical analysis of its results, or at least
introduce a large margin of error.

Patrick Brown, Pender Island

Give World-Class Seabird
Habitat World-Class Protection

Dear Editor,
As a Gulf Islander I have completely fallen for the
seabirds that inhabit our BC coast. On my daily
beach walks the migratory birds are my indicator of
seasonal changes and I am subtly aware the effects
of climate change are having on our feathered
friends. The Gulf Islands National Park Reserve
neighbours the shipping lanes of the Kinder
Morgan pipeline tanker traffic and are under a
constant threat of oilspill disasters which will
greatly increase with the TM Expansion project
now approved by the BCLiberals.
Higher up our precious BC coast our federal
government plans to designate the waters
surrounding the Scott Islands as a marine protected
area, but the proposed regulations will do little to
protect this globally significant ecosystem. The
government needs to get this right to set the course
for protecting 10% of Canada’s marine ecosystems in
this world-class seabird habitat. Many of the
seabirds that travel through the Gulf Islands and the
Lower Mainland nest on the archipelago and they
deserve world-class protection from oil tanker traffic
and oil and gas explorations. Please contact your
local MP if you care for our birds.

Annette Witteman, Mayne Island 0

Canadians want parties to share power
Fair Vote Canada, www.fairvote.org
Canadians are smart. In spite of being handed a
biased survey, they were able to wade through
leading questions and still outline their preference
for voting systems that require politicians to
cooperate and work together—a key feature of
proportional representation systems.
The report on the MyDemocracy survey says:
‘The findings suggest that Canadians generally
prefer a deliberative government over a decisive
one. They express a consistent preference for
parties that compromise with one another rather
than those that act unilaterally.’
Asked five different ways during the survey,
Canadians came back again and again to this
conclusion: governments considering all
viewpoints when making a decision was the top
priority of respondents.
• 70% said several parties should have to
collectively agree before a decision is made, while
only 30% preferred a government where one party
can make decisions on its own.
• 62% said it’s better for several parties to govern
together than for one party to make decisions, with
only 29% opposed (3.4.1);
• 68% said governments should have to negotiate
policy decisions with other parties, with only 24%
disagreeing (3.4.2); and
• 65% said there should be a greater diversity of
views in Parliament
What is most surprising is how the executive
summary fails to highlight these strong results, and
how some media have chosen to spin the results,

AMVIC Insulated Concrete
Forms (ICF)
Bill McCance, Agent for
Gulf Islands & Vancouver Island
604-690-1321 • bill@pacificicf.com

www. amvicsystem.com
www.islandtides.com

ignoring the strong call for proportional
representation. Though the survey shows that
Canadians are generally satisfied with Canada’s
democracy, it failed to ask Canadians if they are
satisfied with the voting system.
You
can
read
the
report
at:
www.canada.ca/en/campaign/electoral-reform/.

Last Year’s Committee On
Electoral Reform

The Special Committee on Electoral Reform
(ERRE) did a similar survey and asked straight
forward questions about the voting system which
were easily understood and needed no
interpretation, reports Fair Vote. They found 71.5%
of Canadians wanted a system that respected voter
intention where the proportion of overall votes
match the percentage of seats on the House of
Commons.

Legislation In May

The government now has considerable information
available as to what Canadians are saying about
their values, as represented in various surveys,
including the ERRE online survey (Appendices E
and F of the ERRE report), MP town hall meetings,
13 previous studies and commissions, various polls
and this survey. The majority call has been for equal
and effective votes—proportional representation.
Canadians are done with 39% false majorities
and winner-take-all politics. The government’s
timetable is still on track to deliver the legislation in
May and we can’t wait! 0

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank
y partner came from
Edmonton. Every spring
he was newly awed by the
sight of flowers in the garden by
February. In winter, when I whined,
he would say to me, ‘You’re not cold!
This isn’t cold!’ And my westcoast
body—grown in Mexico, California,
and Saturna Island—would say, ‘Yes,
I am!’
He was right and so was I! I just
came back from Red Deer, Calgary
and Edmonton. Flying home over
frozen prairie, the gorgeous Rockies,
our interior mountains—blasting
white, gleaming and glistening with
not a shopping mall to be seen, nor a
drop of water—I now have some
sense of what he experienced and
knew.
We had a Gulf Island squeak of
Canadian winter before I left. These
prairie people do this from midOctober to April, for sure.
On my trip, I relished the
difference; getting to know how
people cope and how their lives are
impacted living with full-on winter.
The first time I arrived it was -22ºC
with blizzard conditions and the
second time, 8 days ago, it was +12ºC.
While I hear Alberta complaining
strongly about no jobs, I can see that
tow trucking is a continual source of
winter revenues, car replacements,
insurance claims and repair, snow
removal, and road sanding—salt
doesn’t work below -10ºC—provide
huge opportunities we don’t have.
Snowplowing is only done on the
highway
and
very
major
thoroughfares. Ice is a hazard for all
and especially elderly people. Parking
lots for stores and sidewalks melt and
freeze regularly. Skating, skiing and
snowshoeing are what is done
outdoors here—with care. You can
guess the outside temperature by how
many people are out and about !
Green grass growing, daffodils up 5
inches, no ice—our southern BC coast
is so enlivening and offers such
freedom for our minds and bodies.
Whenever you want, just putting on
extra clothes and walking outside into
the natural world is such a freedom. I
am already planning gardening
adventures, pruning, and clearing and
taking great hikes with the dog!

In Red Deer, we plan and strategize
to get the kids to school, groceries,
meals made, dogs walked, cars set to
make the drive into Calgary every day.
And our hearts are aghast at the
changes in Dave’s robust self and the
pain that comes to Genni as his life
partner. Support, discipline and
emotional strength are needed to pull
us all through this together, whatever
the outcome.
Saturna Community is a rock of
love for our family. People offer to
help me go away, taking over chores
and responsibilities and sending love
and assurances of concern and best
hopes. Sitting at the community table
in the café in the store yesterday, out
of the seven of us, four of us have two
sisters, a mother, and a son-in-law
who are in active treatment. You are
not alone is what you learn at the
hospital and in our own community.
Cancer isn’t about fair and reasonable.
It is a comfort that I believe, and
our daughter does, that Dave is
getting the finest treatment possible.
Are we not lucky to live in a country
with universal medical care—borne
by the generosity of all of us?

EDMONTON

SATURNA

Photo: Aleah Johnson

the Southern Gulf Islands allure.
Mayne Island Conservancy is
dedicated to educating visitors and
I read with great interest about Mayne Islanders alike about the incredible
Island Conservancy’s huge effort to beauty and value of our Dry Coastal
Women’s March
Three of us went to the March for purchase St John Point, part of the Douglas Fir marine environment.
The liveliness of the land and the
Women in Edmonton, youngest Lyall Point viewscape. Yes! In my
backyard!
changing
seasons playing across open
daughter Jesse, granddaughter
For 47 years I have sailed on the spaces keeps us sane, robust in spirit,
Gracie, and myself. We were warmly
Mayne Queen past St John Point the and grounded in our home territories.
welcomed and cheered with our signs
southeastern point of Mayne Island.
As I always anticipated, the spillstating we were from the Gulf Islands. It was the entry to the channel that
I cried. After all the posturing, real our middle-school kids took to over from Vancouver is pressuring
Victoria and the Comox Valley with
threats, and unkind behavior of the Horton Bay on the school boat for
development and so our open spaces
US election, I was touched to be many years.
become even more precious to a
standing in public in -12ºC weather Coming down Navy Channel, looking greater number of people and species.
with Albertan men, women, kids , across while going to the cardeck, it‘s
I am delighted to give money to
kids in strollers, dogs wearing coats the ‘almost home’ point; just before help the Mayne Island Conservancy
and boots, alongside two more King Islet and the welcoming arms of and the three brothers who would
generations of my family. We were Lyall Harbour.
hope to leave a legacy for us all. Each
St John Point has remained a of us has a home Island and each of us
stating, by our presence and voices,
that we support good governance for familiar sanctuary for the ecological knows we are stronger together. 0
systems it encompasses and is part of
all people.
I was delighted to see registered on
the Womens’s March website that
Pender Island had a march and when
I came home to learn that yes,
Saturna Island did also!
People may ask, ‘What good does a
march do?’ I say, that right now I
Cancer
You can find it online at islandstrust.bc.ca/budget or request a printed
I did not go to the Alberta prairies for needed to know that around the
copy by calling us at 250-405-5151.
sightseeing. Our eldest daughter, world, on every continent—including
Saturna Island girl since she entered Antarctica—there is a majority of
Your comments will help the Islands Trust Council set its 2017 – 2018
kindergarten, recently moved to Red people that want the same thing—
budget at the public meeting on Gabriola Island, March 14 – 16.
Deer with her husband and our two peace, a caring government that is for
Please send your comments by February 10th in the following ways:
grandchildren. Her husband, Dave all, and a civil society that knows the
was diagnosed with cancer two value of economic stability, and the
 Take our survey at islandstrust.bc.ca/budget
months ago.
rights of people and the planet we call
 200 – 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1H8
Dave is undergoing treatment in home.
Calgary and our family is rallying
And I am ready to go to work
 budget@islandstrust.bc.ca
around to support them in all the harder, to understand where this life
 Fax: 250-405-5155
ways possible.
denying energy comes from, and to
For me, this is so like my act in ways that help bring more of us
experience with Genni’s dad, in the along, peaceably. With cancer,
The Islands Trust preserves the communities, culture
years he had cancer—the support of bombs, pollution and dictators, life is
and environment of islands in the Salish Sea.
family and the horror of seeing your already precarious enough!
Learn more about what we do at islandstrust.bc.ca.
life partner struggle to live.

St John Point
Preservation Bid

We’d like your feedback

on the 2017 – 2018 budget proposal

www.islandtides.com
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Photo: Mike Yip
Vancouver Island birders and photographers have been enjoying the rare treat of a Bohemian waxwing invasion this winter. The Bohemians are a nomadic
species common to most of Canada but rare on the west coast (more rare birds on pages 8 and 9).

Technology assists in an elementary classroom

Andrew’s McPhee’s Grade 5 classroom on Salt
Spring is a recipient of SET-BC’s Classroom Based
Solutions program, where technology supports
learning within the current educational framework.

Students confidently explore how things work,
plan experiments and attempt new ideas, thinking
and re-thinking when things don’t go as planned.
In their own version of ‘genius hour’ students
construct a track for a Sphero robot to follow, make
a weather report using the Do Ink app and green
screen, create a target and program the drone to
launch and shoot at it.
Andrew emboldens their creativity, eager to
answer their questions but challenging them to seek
their own answers and explore options. Students
could be heard to happily exclaim: ‘Hey, I read the
manual and found out…’ ‘That was a cool idea to
make a weather report.’ ‘Hey, look what I did!’ and
‘Just a sec, I’m going to do it again!’
The integration of technology into Andrew’s
classroom allows him the opportunity to prepare
his students for a world where critical thinking and
His class of 14 boys and 6 girls have iPad minis life-long learning are already essential.
He facilitates discussions about what makes a
and Andrew began the year by introducing the
students to Toontastic, an app to help them create respectful digital citizen early in life; before students
stories. Impressed with the increased engagement are immersed in social media.
Students
take
ownership
of
their
and motivation he witnessed when technology was
in students’ hands, Andrew now has his pupils accomplishments, each expected to fashion their
experimenting with green screen, coding apps, own e-portfolio, for student-directed parent-teacher
conferences and reporting.
MaKey-MaKey, and even a classroom drone.
For this task, Andrew chose the relatively simple
format of Google Slides with which students could
Butler Gravel &
upload images and video of their classroom
Concrete…Better
creations, comment on their own successes, and refrom the ground up!
set their personal learning goals, following a
Reliable Service, Quality Products
teacher-directed template. Students, teachers, and
& Competitive Prices
parents all have input and feedback regarding
Serving All The Gulf Islands
student learning for the term.
Phone 250-652-4484
Andrew clearly enjoys technology and the
Fax 250-652-4486
opportunities that it represents for his students. His
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
classroom exudes a remarkable enthusiasm, sense
www.islandtides.com

- Charlotte Friend

of contentment and an energy to absorb, create, and
expand learning.
It’s a great place to visit. Leaving Andrew’s class,
one is always curious for what the next chapter
might bring. 0

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image •
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please •

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Sat & Sun, February 11 & 12

Salt Spring Island’s 22nd Annual Seedy
Saturday—featuring plant family
Solanaceae, presented by Island Natural
Growers • Farmer’s Institute, 351 Rainbow
Road• SAturdAy Seed exchAnge: 10am3pm; SundAy workShopS: Seed Growing
and Cleaning, 9am–4pm, $25 • Workshop
registration: ssiseedysaturday@gmail.com • SALt SprIng

Fri, Sat, Sun, February 17, 18 & 19

8th galiano Literary Festival presented by Galiano Island
Books—writing workshops, readings with
fiction, nonfiction and poetry writers from
all over BC, and beyond—including
Heather O'Neill, Gail Anderson-Dargatz,
Steven Price, Charles Demers, James
Hoggan, Bev Sellars, Carmen Aguirre,
Colin Browne , Grant Lawrence, Anosh
Irani, Jennifer Manuel, Yasuko Thanh , Cea
Sunrise Person, Audrey Thomas and more, 30 authors in all •
Info, registration and tickets: 1-250-539-3340,
galianobookstore@gmail.com, www.galianoliteraryfestival.com •
All events at the Galiano Oceanfront Inn and Spa • gALIAno

Next Deadline: Wednesday, February 8
Follow
on Twitter: @islandtides.
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BC Election Coming Up On May 9!

15 Coastal Electoral Areas

COASTAL ELECTORAL AREAS

Powell–River Sunshine Coast
North Island
Coutenay-Comox
Parksville–Qualicum
Mid Island-Pacific Rim
Nanaimo
Nanaimo–North Cowichan
Cowichan Valley
Langford–Juan de Fuca
Saanich North & The Islands
Oak Bay-Gordon Head
Esquimalt-Metchosin
Saanich South
Victoria-Beacon Hill
Victoria-Swan Lake

The Big(ger) Picture

Size of Electoral Area reflects population density

Car Rentals

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Long & Short Term
Seniors’ Specials

Mention ad for discount!
250.655.5038
1.800.809.0788
gsaautorentals.com

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

PQVKEG QH UCNG

Moon Dates:
Full: Feb 10
New: Feb 26

Full: March 12

MINI-ADS!

BE SEEN & DON’T
BUST THE
BUDGET!
250.216.2267

Follow
us on
Twitter for
news and
photos:
@islandtides
www.islandtides.com
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The rock wren normally winters in the southern US and Mexico , but one has been hanging out at Neck Point Park in Nanaimo since October.

T
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The Trump inaugural address and the lies it told
Elizabeh May, MP

he web of lies in the narrative spun in 16
minutes by President Donald Trump
represents a chilling foreshadowing of his
world view.
Of course, no one can know for sure if Donald
Trump believes the things he says. His performance
the day after his inauguration in denying the
evidence of everyone’s own eyes, satellite photos
and universal media and even US government
services’ reports on the crowd size for his
inauguration suggests that he may fervently believe
things that are obviously untrue. Or he may believe
that he can, through force of will, convince his
followers that they should deny reality. I am not
sure which is the scarier prospect.
Whether he believes his ‘alternative facts’ or not,
Trump made some very dangerous claims in his
Inaugural Address.
It is certainly true that many Americans are not
as well off as they once were. Their society has been
ravaged by budget cuts, the collapse of the housing
markets and the sub-prime real estate criminality
of Goldman Sachs, Lehman Brothers, and others.
The life expectancy of the average American
white male is declining. I learned this from Nobel
Prize winning economist Joseph Stiglitz in his
address last fall at University of British Columbia.
He related that white American men are dying
younger due to a combination of alcohol, drugs and
suicide. And he linked it very clearly with the failed
policies of the Reagan-Thatcher era.
The chasm between the 1% and the 99% has
been growing. Tax cuts, deregulation, trade
liberalization and privatization are a prescription
for hollowing out the public sphere, creating a
precarious climate of every man for himself. The
policies of Neo-Liberalism are an empirical failure;
having eroded the middle class and the aspirations
of a generation.
Trump presents the front of opposition to

globalization. He blames trade deals, but not
corporate rule. He blames other countries and by
extension, their workers, but not the reorganization
of the societies to put transnational corporations in
charge. Trump wants Americans to find imaginary
culprits for the damage done to their country.
No wonder he does not want to accept Joseph
Stiglitz’s view. He has appointed a gang of profiteers
to his Cabinet. His hand-picked billionaires club has
in common virtually no experience in public service
and they have bank accounts bloated by profits
gained at the expense of the very people Trump
claims to represent.
His Secretary of the Treasury, Steven Mnuchin,
was a Goldman Sachs executive. As the housing
bubble burst, Mnuchin formed a new firm,
OneWest, to buy the bad mortgages of the poor and
middle class, and then made a fortune in
foreclosures. In one case, his firm foreclosed on the
home of a 90-year-old woman due to an
outstanding discrepancy of 30¢.
Trump certainly would not want Americans
looking for those really responsible.
Instead, his inaugural address put the blame on
the excessive generosity of the elites in Washington.
Previous governments, he claimed ‘spent trillions
and trillions of dollars overseas while America’s
infrastructure has fallen into disrepair and decay.
We have made other countries rich while the
wealth, strength and confidence of our country has
dissipated over the horizon.
‘We have made other countries rich while the
wealth, strength and confidence of our country has
dissipated over the horizon.’
In a blatant appeal to selfishness, Trump wants
Americans to believe they are poorer because of
development assistance to the poor of the world.
But the truth is US aid is far lower than that in
other countries. While the total dollar amount is not
exceeded by any nation, the expression of dollars as
www.islandtides.com

a percentage of GDP is not keeping pace.
Working for a United Nations commission,
former Prime Minister Lester B Pearson set the
target for development assistance at 0.7% of a
country’s GDP. Sweden, the UK, Norway, and a few
others have hit this target. Germany is over 0.4%.
Canada is only at 0.28% of GDP. And the U.S? Its
aid is only 0.19% of GDP.
Of the $32 billion the US gives other nations in
aid, the largest recipient country, Israel, receives $3
billion. But given everything Trump has said about
increasing support for Netanyahu, even if it means
abandoning the two-state solution, it is unlikely
Trump will cut support for Israel. More likely, he
will end aid to the poorest of the poor. He has
already signed an executive order cutting aid to any
health facilities that offer abortion access.
Trump also blasted policies that he claimed had
weakened the US military: ‘We’ve defended other
nations’ borders while refusing to defend our own.’
This bizarre claim flies in the face of the economic
dominance of the military-industrial complex and
the fact that the US spends more on its military than
any country on earth. In fact 54% of the US
discretionary budget in 2015 was spent on the
military. Trump has made clear he does not like
international partnerships, whether NATO or the
United Nations.
His version of ‘America First’ is not the usual and
expected responsibility of any national leader to
protect the interests of their nation. Trump’s is a
dangerous vision designed to turn Americans
against the rest of the world.
Trump’s ‘America First’ doctrine is a declaration
of selfishness and isolationism. 0

Follow
on Twitter: @islandtides.
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The tropical kingbird should be Mexico or South America at this of the year but several have been seen around Sooke and Victoria for this winter.

We need to work less to live better - David Suzuki
ince the 1950s, almost everything about and it will become more difficult and costly the
work in the developed world has changed longer we put off necessary action.
dramatically. Rapid technological advances
It’s absurd that so many people still work eight
continue to render many jobs obsolete. hours a day, five days a week—or more–with only
Globalization has shifted employment to parts of a few weeks’ vacation a year, often needing two
the world with the lowest costs and standards. Most incomes to support a household. Our economic
households have gone from one income-earner to system was developed when resources seemed
at least two. Women have fully integrated into the plentiful if not inexhaustible, and physical
workforce, albeit often with less-than-equal infrastructure was lacking. We need an overhaul to
opportunities, conditions and pay. A lot of our work meet today’s conditions rather than those that
is unnecessary and often destructive — depleting existed decades ago when we were unaware of
resources, destroying ecosystems, polluting air, many of the potential negative consequences of our
water and soil, and fuelling climate change.
actions.
Yet we’re still working the same or more hours
Research points to many advantages of reforms
later into life within the same outdated
such as reduced work hours and universal
and destructive system, furiously
basic income. In Gothenburg, Sweden,
‘ In the face
producing, consuming and
workers at a care home for the elderly
of technological
advances and
disposing on a wheel of endless
were put on a six-hour workday as
globalization,
unions
have
growth
and
conspicuous
part of a two-year controlled study.
failed to fight for steadily
consumption. The gap between
Although hiring 15 new employees to
reduced
work
hours,
rich and poor is widening and
cover the workload drove costs up by
focusing instead on
working people — and those who
about 22 per cent, spending was
higher wages and
can’t find work — are falling
reduced in areas like covering sick leave,
better benefits ’
further behind, crushed by growing
which dropped by 10 per cent. Workers
debt, increased competition for scarce
reported health improvements at rates 50 per
jobs and declining real wages and benefits.
cent higher than workers at institutions with regular
Although unions deserve credit for many gains working hours. Patient care also improved. Women
working people have enjoyed over the past century with children benefited substantially.
or more, they also merit some criticism. In the face
Many global warming impacts could also be
of technological advances and globalization, unions lessened with small work-hour reductions, through
have failed to fight for steadily reduced work hours, shorter workweeks and increased vacation time, a
focusing instead on higher wages and better 2013 report from the Center for Economic and
benefits — although lately it’s more fighting to Policy Research, a Washington-based think-tank,
prevent drastic cuts to jobs, wages and benefits.
concluded.
Many people are tired, too stretched to become
‘By itself, a combination of shorter workweeks
politically engaged or even to spend as much time and additional vacation which reduces average
with family and friends as they’d like, and the annual hours by just 0.5 per cent per year would
grinding consumer cycle doesn’t bring them real joy very likely mitigate one-quarter to one-half, if not
or fulfilment.
more, of any warming which is not yet locked-in,’
As with climate change, gradual reform could report author and economist David Rosnick said.
have forestalled the drastic actions now needed, but
A four-day workweek (as David Suzuki
addressing the issue now will do far more good for Foundation staff enjoy) cuts pollution and
a greater number of people than doing nothing — emissions from commuting and, in many cases,
www.islandtides.com

reduces energy consumption. When Utah went to
a four-day week for government employees in
2007, the state saved $1.8 million in energy costs
alone. Fewer commutes led to an estimated
reduction of more than 11,000 tonnes of CO2.
A better work-life balance also brings many
individual and societal advantages. Family life is
strengthened, people have more time for creative
or educational pursuits, and happier, rested
employees are more productive. As more people
share in available jobs, social service costs go down
and more people are able to contribute to economic
prosperity.
A lot needs to be done to reform our economic
systems and to address critical issues like pollution
and climate change. Reducing work hours is one
way to make substantial gains.
With contributions from David Suzuki Foundation
Senior Editor Ian Hanington. 0

EV charging station developer
to speak on Salt Spring

Eco-entrepreneur Kent Rathwell, who is leading
Canada’s electric vehicle charge, so to speak, will
talk at the Salt Spring Forum on February 5.
Rathwell—through his company Sun Country
Highway has built a 10,000 km cross-Canada
network of free public EV chargers, including
chargers on the Gulf islands. Rathwell also built a
successful birdseed business—Sun Country
Farms—the most sustainable birdseed company in
the world.
Jim Standen, key organizer of the 2015 Electric
Vehicle Show in Ganges, will moderate this wideranging conversation about the environment,
entrepreneurship, electric vehicles and sustainable
farming.
Tickets are available at ArtSpring, and Salt
Spring Books. 0

