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Stormwatchers: hikers watch a receding storm from the top of Mount Galiano. A tempestuous
winter with very heavy rain continues to batter Canada’s westcoast.

Bowen Islanders
donate nature
reserve to Trust Sierra Club map
Fund
reveals how sea level
rise will flood BC’s
capital
Bowen Island residents Neil Boyd and
Isabel Otter have donated 3 hectares (7.4
acres) of forested land to the Islands
Trust Fund as part of a neighbourhood
rezoning and subdivision process. The
land was donated as an ecological gift.
Despite the logging of the land in the
early 1900s, old Coastal Douglas-fir
trees remain. Numerous wildlife trees in
the nature reserve offer nesting cavities
and feeding areas to owls, eagles, hawks
and a variety of songbirds. The donors
explained that ‘the property has a stand
of 200-year old trees and two creeks,
and we wanted to ensure that it was kept
in its natural state in perpetuity.’
The nature reserve is located near
Killarney Lake and Mount Gardner
Road. The rezoning also created a 70metre green corridor on the neighbour’s
property adjacent to the road. The
reserve borders Crippen Park, owned by
the Greater Vancouver Regional District.
As part of the preservation effort, the
Bowen Island municipality holds a
conservation covenant on the nature
reserve. Mayor Bob Turner said, ‘This
donation is important both as a key
addition to our island greenways system,
and because Neil and Isabel have
pioneered the ecological gift land
donation process for our community. I
am hopeful other Bowen Islanders will
now be encouraged to do the same.’
A management plan for the reserve
will be completed in 2007 and a local
management group will be selected to
act as wardens for the property. The
property will be called the David Otter
Nature Reserve, in honour of the donors’
son, who enjoyed being in the area in the
late 1970s and early 1980s. i

In December, the Sierra Club of BC released a map
showing how a predicted sea level rise of 6 to 25
metres will eliminate significant parts of BC’s Capital
Regional District.
A 6-metre sea level rise caused by global warming
will submerge expensive homes all along the Saanich
Peninsula shoreline and Gorge waterway, make part of
Oak Bay an island, and eliminate entire
neighbourhoods in Fairfield, James Bay, Esquimalt,
Saanich, Sidney and Gordon Head. It will also put
Victoria’s cruise ship port, the Swartz Bay ferry terminal
and parts of Victoria’s downtown under water.
‘The provincial government must follow
California’s example and legislate mandatory
reductions in BC’s greenhouse gas emissions to help
save our capital district,’ said Sierra Club BC energy
campaigner Lisa Matthaus.
A Google Earth file on the Sierra Club BC website
zooms in on the CRD, allowing residents to see if their
homes
will
be
flooded.
Available
at
www.sierraclub.ca/bc, the file overlays sea level rises
on provincial riding and municipal boundaries, and
calculates the percentage of flooding.
The 6-metre prediction is based on a series of
articles on climate change in the March 2006 issue of
the journal Science. The 25-metre scenario is based on
information from the NASA Goddard Institute for
Space Studies, and involves the melting of all of the
Greenland and West Antarctic ice sheets, terrestrial
glaciers and part of the East Antarctic ice sheet, as well
as the thermal expansion of sea water.
Under the 25-metre scenario, 100% of Sidney, 78%
of Esquimalt, 74% of Victoria and 65% of Oak Bay will
be under water. The provincial legislature, the airport,
the ferry terminals and Victoria’s cruise ship port will
all disappear into the ocean.
‘We are almost certain to see a 6-metre sea level
SEA LEVEL, please turn to page 7

Paul George (left)
walking (wading)
Cathedral Grove
trail after last
November’s
storms.
Annette Tanner
(below) stands in
front of a tree that
came down at New
Year.

STORMY WEATHER!
Recent extraordinary wind, water levels
and temperature changes are a popular
topic of conversation on Vancouver
Island. Qualicum Beach Environment
Committee photos shown here show
how climate change is affecting
westcoast communities.

New federal legislation creates Canada
Organic label
On December 21, a new federal organic
regulation was published in the Canada Gazette.
Under the new regulation, only products grown
and processed in compliance with the Organic
Standard will be allowed to carry the new
‘Canada Organic’ label.
By regulating the national Organic Standard
developed by the organic sector, the federal
government has taken a step towards building a
strong domestic market for organic products.
Currently more than 80% of the organic food
consumed by Canadians is imported.
‘We hope that the new Canada Organic label
will help Canadians more easily identify
Canadian product. This in turn will bring more
Canadian producers and processors on board,
something our industry sorely needs,
particularly in certain parts of the country
where we cannot keep up with demand’, said
Canadian Organic Grower’s executive director,
Laura Telford.

The final regulation was published after a 75day public comment period in which the
government received 91 submissions. ‘Although
the regulation is not perfect, Canadian Organic
Growers is pleased to see that a number of
improvements were made since the regulation
was pre-published in September’, said Telford.
Federal bureaucrats were under pressure
from the European Union, which had set the end
of December as its deadline for submissions
from countries hoping to establish a trade
relationship for organic products. Although
Canadian organic businesses already export to
the EU, the new rules would have closed the
door. The new regulation was required to keep
the door open. According to Telford,
government employees had only six weeks to
comb through 91 submissions, respond to
comments, amend the regulation and get final
sign-off from the government. i

Eritrea to be first in world to protect
entire coast ~ United Nations
According to UN officials, Eritrea aims to
become the first country in the world to turn its
entire coast into an environmentally protected
zone to ensure balanced and sustainable
development.
The Red Sea state intends to protect all of its
1,350-kilometre coastline, along with another
1,950 kilometres of coast around its more than
350 islands, according to a draft coastal policy
document. Apart from the ports of Massawa
and Assab, Eritrea's coastline is a largely
undeveloped desert wilderness interspersed
with a few small fishing villages.
‘Eritrea will be the first country in the world
to declare its entire coastline a protected area,’
said Dr Michael Pearson, an environment
management specialist working with a group
that has pushed the proposal. He and the
Eritrea Coastal Marine and Island Biodiversity

Conservation Project (ECMIB) said that the
move would be a ‘legacy to future generations
and the global community.’
When formally ratified the move would
regulate industry, housing, ports, tourism, and
fishing along the coast to protect natural
resources. The project calls for a coast-wide 100metre buffer zone from the sea, closed to future
development, with stringent measures further
inland covering the entire watershed draining to
the sea. It will also give the most ecologically
important coastal and marine areas permanent
protection as national parks and reserves. Also
included are coral reefs, 380 kilometres of
mangrove forests, as well as nesting sites for
turtles and 73 species of sea birds. Legislation
would provide a new coastal authority to enforce
the proposed legislation.
ERITREA, please turn to page 7

Cancer prevention group criticizes
Conservative’s chemical plan
Prevent Cancer Now (PCN), a national, nonprofit coalition of health, environment, labour
and other organizations has expressed
disappointment with the federal government’s
‘chemical management’ announcement in
December. Citing the government’s Chemicals
Management Plan website, the group said the
so-called plan is a recipe for distraction and
inaction.
‘Speeding up the process and taking in a
wider range of chemicals would help the public
right-to-know. But as a prescription for action,
this plan is useless. There are no scientific
criteria for determining what sort of action will
be taken,’ said David Bennett, PCN Board
member and retired director of Environment,
Health, and Safety for the Canadian Labour

Congress. ‘The government must go beyond
the mere management of chemicals, and adopt
a program of prevention of hazards.’
‘Much of what is in this announcement is
not new at all,’ said Angela Rickman, executive
director of Prevent Cancer Now. ‘Priority reevaluations for pesticides were promised by the
Liberals five years ago, and are already
underway. Mandatory labelling of cosmetic
ingredients and a program for reducing risk
from pharmaceuticals, while worthy and
welcome, have been under development for
years. The virtual elimination list is a
mechanism of the Canadian Environmental
Protection Act, and while we welcome the
addition of the worst substances to the list, it is
CANCER please turn to page 2
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Ray Williston, probably the last remaining member of Premier
W.A.C. Bennett’s 1956 cabinet, died peacefully in St Mary’s
Hospital, Sechelt, on December 7, 2006, just short of his 93rd
birthday.
Ray’s life of public service was British Columbia’s history. As
educator, cabinet minister, musician, outdoorsman,
photographer, pilot, environmentalist, all round fix-it man, and
storyteller, his contributions to the development of the province
are unmatched.
When Ray was born in Victoria, his father was running a
livery stable. As a boy, he lived in Ladner, Point Grey, and
Salmon Arm. He was 14 when his father died in an accident,
and he first went to work in the local hardware store. As a young
musician (he played drums) he founded the group ‘Ray
Williston and the Tickle Toes.’ In 1931 he trained to be a teacher
at the Victoria Normal School, but teaching jobs were scarce,
and he started his career in 1934 teaching 16 children in a one
room schoolhouse.
In 1940 he joined the RCAF. He wanted to fly but was
diverted to instructing in armaments, finally graduating from
flying school (at the top of his class) in 1944, only to be
demobbed in 1945. Back to education, he became supervising
principal in Prince George, originating the province’s first high
school textbook rental scheme, and improvising a dormitory
for out-of-town students.
Ray was Associate School Inspector for Prince George when
he was persuaded to run for the Fort George seat in the
Legislature in 1953 for the Social Credit Party, led by W.A.C.
Bennett. The first result was that he was immediately fired by the
Ministry of Education. The second result was that Bennett
appointed him Minister of Education in 1954. He lost no time in
getting to work, and in a year and a half had moved teacher
training to the university level, instituted a new education
financing formula, and laid the foundation for combining
Victoria College and the Victoria Normal School into a university.
The Fort George riding stretched from Prince George to the
Alberta border, and from the Peace River country south to
Quesnel, and Ray was a passionate advocate for the
development of northern BC.
Bennett also called on him to handle the Sons of Freedom
Doukhobors crisis and organize the 1958 Centennial
celebration. The resulting dogwood flag was for many years the
ensign of BC Ferries.
In 1955, Gordon Gibson Sr’s allegation that ‘money talks’ led
to the resignation of Forests Minister Robert Sommers in 1956.
Ray became Minister of Lands and Forests. Ray caught on

quickly and, in addition to major revisions to forest tenure and
the development of a pulp industry in the interior of the
province, was also involved from the beginning in Bennett’s
‘Two Rivers’ policy, which would eventually see hydro
development on both the Peace and the Columbia.
He was negotiator for the province with the US in the
creation of the Columbia River Treaty in 1961.
As part of the deal, the Portage Mountain dam was built. A
year and a half before its completion, Ray and his son Hubert
had paddled their 14ft wooden canoe from 90 miles north of
Prince George down the soon to be flooded valley to the dam
site. The dam was named by Dr Gordon Shrum after W.A.C.
Bennett. The resulting lake was named by Bennett: Williston
Lake (much to Ray’s surprise).
While he was Minister of Lands, Ray, who loved maps,
presided over a major redrawing of the maps of the province,
which up to then had featured some interesting discontinuities.
He was active in the unusual deals which resulted in the
creation of Rathtrevor and Cypress Bowl Provincial Parks.
Always the educator, he was also responsible for the creation of
ecological reserves in eleven biogeoclimatic zones.
Social Credit was swept from office in 1972, and Ray became
a consultant in forest policy, first in New Brunswick, then in
Peru, Bangladesh, and Indonesia. He declined to run in the
1975 election, but he became head of the BC Resources
Investment Corporation, which inherited a collection of pulp
mills assembled by the NDP government and which were
eventually sold off. That left only Ocean Falls, which Ray
reluctantly closed in 1980.
Ray remained active travelling with his wife Gladys. When
she died in 1984, they had been married for 45 years. He later
married Eileen, the widow of an old friend; she died in 1996. In
his last years, he had the companionship of his longtime friend,
Marla Chatham.
Ray continued to enjoy sailing, hiking, golfing, gardening,
and singing in the church choir. Until a couple of years ago, Ray
travelled the province (by car or camper, often in winter),
visiting his many friends and relatives. He leaves his son
Hubert, daughters Dianne and Sandra, 10 grandchildren and
12 great-grandchildren.
In recognition of his contributions to education and to
British Columbia, Ray received honorary doctorates from UBC,
the University of Victoria, and the University of Northern BC.
The theme of his memorial service in Gibsons on December
18 was ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’ (Matthew 25:21)
Amen.
- P.B.

Film Review ~ Susie Washington Smyth

Greenhouse Gases 101
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Al Gore’s movie An Inconvenient Truth has re-energized the
twenty year debate about ‘global warming’—better termed
‘climate change.’ The clear, detailed information in the movie
provides a better understanding of the issues surrounding the
science—and the politics.
Over the years the media made it appear that there is strong
disagreement about the actuality of ‘global warming’ or that it is
true but reversing it is almost impossible. Neither position is
true; informed debate about the climate crisis has moved to the
question of how we can craft emergency solutions to avoid
catastrophic damage.
An Inconvenient Truth clearly demonstrates that there is no
longer debate among climate scientists that the earth is warming
because of increasing man-made emissions. Fossil fuels, such as
oil, gas and coal, have been identified as the major contributors
of man-made emissions. The movie goes on to provides ideas
about the kinds of national and international actions which will
be needed to respond to changing climate.

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
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What are Greenhouse Gases?

Life on earth is possible because the sun’s rays pass through the
atmosphere and are absorbed by the earth’s surface which heats
up and radiates energy back into space. Some of the gases in the
atmosphere capture and hold radiated energy, keeping the earth
warm, much like a greenhouse keeps plants warm. Without these
greenhouse gases the earth would be cold and barren. However,

The two most significant greenhouse gases include carbon
dioxide (CO2) which constitutes 49% of the total greenhouse
gases and methane (CH4) which constitutes 9%. However, one
molecule of methane has 20 times the warming effect of a
molecule of carbon dioxide. At present, atmospheric methane is
increasing at such a rate that if it continues, methane will be the
dominant greenhouse gas in the second half of the century.
Because both of these gases are the most common of the
man-made greenhouse gases and significant contributors to
global warming it is important to know how these gases occur.
CO2 is a colourless, odourless, non-toxic gas—in its solid
form it is known as dry ice. Carbon dioxide is used commercially
in fire extinguishers and to carbonate beverages. While carbon
dioxide occurs naturally, it is produced when any substance
containing carbon is burned. Plants absorb carbon dioxide
through photosynthesis and return some carbon dioxide to the
atmosphere through respiration. A similar transfer takes place in
GREENHOUSE GASES, please turn to page 6

CANCER from page 1
hardly newsworthy that the government is following its own
laws.’
The government says it will reassess 200 priority chemicals
over the next 3 years, giving industry and the public six month
comment periods before a decision is made on what, if any,
action is taken.
‘Clearly, these 200 chemicals have raised sufficient concern
that they have been identified as priorities for action. Why waste
another 3 years and countless dollars on more assessment, while
the public and the environment continue to be exposed, when it
is clear that we must take action?’ asked Guy Dauncey, author
and co-chair of Prevent Cancer Now. ‘Furthermore, these 200
chemicals represent only a tiny fraction of the 23,000 chemicals

in everyday use in Canada.’
PCN says that Canada needs a new approach to chemicals,
not more management. The government will conduct risk
assessments of individual chemicals, not considering whether
less toxic alternatives exist. No consideration is given to the
combined effects of these chemicals.
PCN has called on the government to ban or strictly regulate
carcinogenic chemicals. Labelling ingredients, while a step
towards the consumer right to know, must include information
on health risks if it is to be effective. Furthermore, says PCN,
unless carcinogens are banned from all consumer products,
including cleaning products, they should be clearly listed on the
label. More info at www.preventcancernow.ca. i

What is the Greenhouse Effect?

JAKOBSEN

the volumes of man-made emissions have increased rapidly in the
past 50 years and as a result are changing the balance of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. This has led to consistently
higher temperatures around the world (global warming) and
weather extremes such as the kind that have become increasingly
prevalent in recent years (e.g. Hurricane Katrina).
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
new year, predictably named 2007, has arrived to
provide dating for baby births, cheques, deaths and other
legalities; and hopefully to be lived slowly—with insight,
health and happiness. And here we all are—another trip around
the sun together.

A

Christmas Past
I love the Christmas tree we put up this year. Lit, at night, it still
delights me. Yet I am amazed at myself at how ready I am to
move on, done with what delighted me of the Solstice/Christmas
season, past snow, past decorations and lovely traditional
holiday meals. I must have been very satisfied to be so ready to
see and be with what is here now!
Saturna did have a satisfying holiday season. The school kids
put on two Christmas concerts with every kid they could borrow
and one adult who can be a satisfying kid—Farley Dunsmuir.
The kids did a wonderful version of the 12 days of Christmas,
Saturna-style. On Saturna, the kids discovered there was not a
partridge to be found but plenty of flickers, kingfishers,
chickadees in alders, arbutus, etc. While getting the 12 days
successfully done with leaping lords, golden rings, etc. the kids
showed hilarious ingenuity and chutzpah—playing a total of 73
roles! Many of the kids did musical solos, and the dancing to the
accompaniment of Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies created an
all-cast extravaganza. Costume changes were minimal with only
iconic hats or other details to represent the needed effects. Emily
Dunsmuir and the Master of Ceremonies, school principal Steve
Dunsmuir, had several running gag lines mixed with local
topical commentary that filled in all of the play intervals in a very
entertaining manner. The enthusiasm of the kids was the
overriding energy of the concerts and they really shone together
and in their individual capacities.
Santa, with Mrs Claus to help him out, made it to the Rec
Centre to hand out gifts. All were pleased except Liam SohierGaines who had met Santa at an earlier visit when the Christmas
Ship visited Saturna and decided that Santa was not to his liking
at all! The parents’ group had lovely gifts for the children at the
Community Hall and Steve handed out to each of the children’s
families a wonderful calendar with pictures of their child’s
school year and the things they especially loved.
The Candlelight Dinner was marvelous fun. The tables
glowed and gleamed with festive cloths, candles and
decorations. The traditional dinner was delectable and there was
plenty of it.
Newcomer to the Island, Frank Godwin spoke after dinner
about being new but ‘knowing’ something about Saturna
through Jean Haworth’s Tales From Madrona column in the
Globe and Mail. He read an excerpt from her description of
Christmas on Saturna decades ago. Steve Dunsmuir read his
own description of growing up in Coquitlam and wishing for the
freedom and wonderful fun of enough ice to skate with abandon.
His 12-year-old trials and tribulations of attaining this dream in
temperate Coquitlam with a complete lack of support from his
parents and circumstance was a pleasure to hear. Brian Dixon
Warren read to us from Mark Twain’s thought-provoking and
funny story about Adam encountering the creature Eve in the
Garden of Eden and gradually growing accustomed to her
peculiarities. Bill Schermbrucker finished off the evening with a
short story about his family in Kenya and the Christmases he
remembers with his cousins as he grew up. With Bill as the
medium, his stories always leap from Kenya to the West Coast.
Food for the soul, food for the body, and good company made
the evening memorable. Thank you to all the volunteers who
contributed to make the evening successful: cooking and
decorating and cleaning up.

Bird Count 2006
Our Christmas Bird Count on December 16 (part of the Gulf Island
Count Circle) had several enthusiastic birders walking, hiking,
boating and simply watching for birds of all stripe in relatively

imagine

calm conditions. Keen novice birders were teamed with
knowledgeable ones, though it soon became clear that many
more birders were needed to cover all geographic areas. However,
several have already indicated their interest for next year.
Due to the high winds on the 14th and 15th, most spotters
reported fewer sightings. However 69 species and a total of 2,315
birds were counted! The most unique species were two screech
owls, one snowey owl, two steller’s jays, one osprey and one
pacific-slope flycatcher; in abundance—scoters (surf & whitewinged), ducks (redbreasted mergansers, buffleheads & Barrow’s
goldeneye), gulls (mew & glaucous-winged), sparrows & juncos.
Field observations were discussed the following day over a
lively lunch at the Olsens and plans for even more community
participation in 2007 were discussed. Many thanks go to all of
the participants who contributed not only to the Count but also
to another interesting community event.

SALT SPRING
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New Year Celebrations

Province Helps Shellfish Industry

Cowichan Valley Archives On the Move
History is going places, but not far. The Cowichan Valley
Museum is packing up and moving its archives to a new location
in Duncan City Hall. The Museum and Archives, owned and
operated by the Cowichan Historical Society, has been located in
the 1912 Duncan train station since 1989.

February 15
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Planning for Uncertainity:
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a resilient and sustainable
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Patrick Condon
Sustainable
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Island Context

Saturna started the New Year with a huge dinner and dance at
the Recreation Centre. One hundred and thirty plus people
attended the fancy sit-down dinner in a festively decorated gym.
More people came later to the dance and took part in the
community ringing in the New Year together with hats and
noisemakers. Beth Jones, Amber Jensen and Maryrose Smith
were the well-experienced, capable cooks for this function, Mr
Music kept the dance floor lively and the fire department
provided the opportunity for taxi service for the revellers.

March 15
Deborah Curran
Protecting our Green
Infrastructure.

7:30 - 9:30pm
Community
Gospel Chapel
FREE

Sponsored by I-SEA
Salt Spring’s Institute for
Sustainability, Education & Action

New Activities
Opportunities for physical fitness and improvement have
continued unabated into the New Year. Athena George is back
from three months training, to improve her yoga teaching and
individual practice, with the Iyengar family in India. Michel
Bourassa is continuing to offer karate, Cassie Hull provides
several classes of kick boxing instruction. At the Community
Hall, twice a week, are stretch classes and the Rec Centre has a
fitness room that is open all the time.
Frank Godwin is starting a regular singing group. This is for
people who love to sing with no requirements! The group will
meet at 10:30 Monday mornings in the Community Hall.
Susie Washington-Smyth has organized a special education
event on January 13 (see ‘What’s On,’ page 5). The executive
vice-president will discuss BC Hydro’s response to global
warming.
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Pub Changes Hands

www.rainwaterconnection.com

Dick and Gloria Silverburg have sold Saturna Lighthouse Pub to
Jon Guy, myself, Bill Sheffeld, Christine and Bob Fitzgerald and
Cindy and Bruce Shaefer. After 26 years of owning and running
the pub and store, Dick and Gloria are on to new adventures
which, after owning a pub and store, can be as simple as going to
town when you want to!
Shawn Fitzgerald is the new chef, often working with Corinne
House. Jamie Ritchie is overseeing the pub in general, and
Michelle and Darryl are continuing with their capable and genial
running of the store. The pub’s gorgeous view down Plumper
Sound makes it a unique place for good food, good spirits—and
good staff. We new owners have many enthusiastic plans for
the store and pub, and a respect for the many amenities that
have served customers so well.

Ferry Changes Coming in April
A new Tsawwassen–Gulf Islands, Friday night ‘shoulder’ ferry
schedule is to be instituted from April 6 through June 22. For
Saturna, Pender, and Mayne bound travellers, it requires being
at the terminal by 3:30pm to collect ferry reservations.
Saturna has a large number of weekenders that come
faithfully to their homes on Saturna and many relatives of
Islanders who visit. Many people can’t possibly leave Vancouver
by 2:30pm. This would affect B&B visitors, too.
SATURNA, please turn to page 5

Littoral: Tales from the Big Island ~ Trysh Ashby -Rolls
Work to clean up damage after last month’s huge storms
continues. Shellfish farming equipment wreckage, including
rafts, plastic trays and floatation devices are creating a public
safety hazard for boaters in the shoreline region.
While industry workers can retrieve debris that washes ashore,
getting damaged equipment floating in Bayne Sound, Barkley
Sound and Malaspina Inlet prove more difficult, and costly.
The provincial government has moved quickly to provide
immediate financial assistance to the tune of $25,000. ‘The
storms did an enormous amount of damage and spread the
equipment over a very wide area,’ said Pat Bell, BC Minister of
Agriculture and Lands. ‘This funding will help the industry bring
in extra resources so they can ensure clean-up continues as
quickly and effectively as possible.’

January 25

The museum will stay where it is, while the archival
material—consisting of one-of-a-kind records of historical
importance—has outgrown its home. The records include
letters, diaries, maps, minutes of meetings, architectural
records, films, paintings, drawings and newsletters. The
reference room contains directories, books, published and
unpublished papers, and family histories. The collection will be
housed on the third floor of City Hall.
It’s taken months to prepare the new space. Although the 100year-old leaky roof had been repaired over the years, some of the
drywall sustained damage. Tony Irwin, a member of the Cowichan
Historical Society, has been up to his ears in paint and wood
preparing for the move. Several other members have helped him
fix, paint, build, sand and spiffy-up in readiness for the collection.
Although the society has held several fundraisers to pay for
this huge task, money is still needed to purchase monitoring
equipment that checks environmental fluctuations, as well as
storage units and other materials. At least the rent won’t break
the bank. The City of Duncan, a keen supporter for preserving
valley history, is leasing the space for $1 a year.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Robert James
Wood and Eileen Margaret
Wood, B.C., intend to make
application to the Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10-year lease for ResidentialPrivate Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located in
the vicinity of Long Harbour, Salt
Spring Island, B.C.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1412906.
Written comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Rd., Nanaimo, B.C., V9T
6J9. Comments will be received by
ILMB until February 4, 2007.
ILMB may not be able to consider
comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad/
index.html
under
Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information
for
more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau's regional
office.

Take notice that William
Keith Machin and Shelagh
Marie Machin of Victoria, B.C.,
intend to make application to
the
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
License-Residential/Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown Land located at Gossip
Island, Cowichan District,
British Columbia.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1413881.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 - 2080 Labieux Rd.,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until January 11, 2007.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website
at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/index.html under Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information
for
more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau's regional
office.

LONG HARBOUR
SALT SPRING ISLAND

GOSSIP
ISLAND
SITE

LITTORAL please turn to page 7

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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14,500 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies delivered to
Southern Islands’ households

6,000 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney, Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo & Horseshoe Bay
www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors: Priscilla Ewbank, Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Helen Schnare, Patrick Brown, David Denning
Susie Washington-Smyth, Annette & Scott Tanner

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscription: $42.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscription: $21.40
United States Subscription: $60.00

Please send your 2007
Voluntary Subscription
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by sending a voluntary subscription of

($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to:

Editorial: No ratification for TILMA
he ‘Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement’
(TILMA) between Alberta and BC, is due to come into
effect on April 1, 2007. It claims to build on the
‘Agreement on Internal Trade’ (AIT), signed by all the provinces
and the federal government. Back in 1996, Robert Howse of the
CD Howe Institute commented: ‘While federal and provincial
implementing legislation is needed to give legal force to the AIT,
most such existing or proposed legislation does not make the
AIT’s provisions directly applicable nor does it give them a legal
status superior to that of ordinary statutes.’
But as far as we can determine, only the federal government
ever bothered to pass legislation to ratify the AIT. The federal
bill, the AIT Implementation Act, bound only the federal
government, not the provinces.
The provinces may have thought that since the AIT could be
characterized as a voluntary agreement, and the introduction of
provincial bills to ratify it might have raised questions as to its
legal status, such legislation might be better not introduced. And
anyway, any disputes under AIT were to be negotiated between
governments, and so the courts would not be involved.
So, as far as we can determine, none of the provinces actually
legally ratified the AIT, disregarding Mr Howse’s comments
completely.
As for TILMA, neither BC nor Alberta, having signed the
agreement, have shown the slightest interest in introducing
legislation ratifying it.
But surely the application of TILMA’s terms to such a wide
range of legislation, particularly to municipalities, school boards,
hospital boards etc, combined with its provisions allowing
individuals and corporations to initiate complaints and actions

T

Readers’ Letters
A Letter About TILMA

Kudos Homecare Workers

This letter was sent to BC’s mayors and to regional district
chairpersons and supplied to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Dear Sirs:
It may not have come to your notice that the Provinces of British
Columbia and Alberta have signed an agreement titled the
‘Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement’ (TILMA)
in April of 2006, to come into effect April 2007.
A small band of private citizens here on Gabriola Island have
invested time and effort to understand what could be the
implications from the implementation of this agreement and we
are very alarmed. Deceptively this agreement appears to be ‘a
solution in search of a problem’ and thus of little consequence.
Labour mobility, investment mobility and cross-border
business activities are almost without hindrances in the
personal experiences of many of us so why the need for TILMA?
The ugly part lies in what new rights will be granted to
commercial interests from anywhere on the planet. A dispute
resolution panel will be appointed having legal authority to bind
parties and impose large fines.
Most if not all municipalities and regional districts in British
Columbia have a ‘Strategic Plan.’ The City of Kelowna writes;
‘A Strategic Plan is one of the most important 'big picture'
documents that a community can have as it assesses the
changing needs of residents, the ways in which those needs can
best be met, and how to implement strategies to address those
needs in the most efficient and effective way.’
In our considered opinion these documents that express the
interests and values of the citizens can all be assigned to the
rubbish bin post April 2007.
Enclosed is a copy of a discussion paper by John Hill, titled
‘While You Were Sleeping Your Government Sold Your
Democracy.’ This article was published in Island Tides
newspaper, November 16 edition. Also enclosed are copies of
editorials from the Vancouver Sun by Murray Dobbin and from
the Island Tides by Patrick Brown, December 14 edition.
We encourage you to make your own assessment of TILMA
and if you too become as alarmed as we then make this known
to your local MLA. Even more importantly inform those citizens
you serve.
Erik Andersen, John Hill, Bob McKechnie, Chris Bowers,
Terry Hanna, Jamie Lawrence, Gabriola Island

Dear Editor:
As we move through the busy holiday season, take a moment to
recognize the commitment of the Gulf Island homecare
workers.
On December 21, John Smith quietly passed away at the age
of 92. With his passing came the end of the John and Eve Smith
era on South Pender Island.
We would like to acknowledge our respect and heart-felt
appreciation for the homecare workers on Pender Island,
especially Carrie, Bev, Kathy, Dixie and Joanne, who cared for
John on a daily basis over the last three years. Their genuine
affection and care allowed John to live out his days comfortably
in his beloved cabin overlooking Drummond Bay. Homecare
truly provides a valuable service to our community.
Ken Clarke, Pender Island

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!

and claim compensation, requires provincial legislation which
would clarify the relationship of TILMA’s rules and dispute
settlement procedures to existing legislation.
It would also have to provide the legal link that justifies
TILMA’s ultimate recourse to the courts in settling disputes, that
is to say its assumption that the TILMA panels will be recognized
as a form of arbitration under provincial arbitration legislation.
Forced arbitration, that is.
Naturally, such legislation would be controversial, not to
mention complicated. It would have to make clear the
possibilities of the TILMA regime as it could be applied to local
democratically elected bodies, and also to provincial legislation,
much of which had been in effect for many years.
We note that both Ralph Klein and Gary Mar, who signed
TILMA on behalf of Alberta, are no longer in the provincial
cabinet. It seems unlikely, then, that anyone will introduce such
legislation in the Alberta Legislature.
As far as BC is concerned, the logical time to introduce and
debate TILMA’s ratification would have been during last fall’s
legislative session, which was, regretfully, stillborn.
This despite many promises by Premier Campbell of
transparency in government.
Well, Mr Campbell, we can see through this one. Your
strategy is to keep quiet, declare TILMA to be in force on April
Fool’s day, and then wait for some dispute to find its eventual
way to the Supreme Court of Canada before TILMA is eventually
revealed as a total fraud. But in the meantime, the effect of legal
chill and the permanent fettering of democratic government will
have taken its toll on democracy. Pretty sneaky. i

Why wait? Build green now!
CANADIAN WOODEN DOMES
Our domes are ideal for healthy
homes, inspiring studios, yoga centres
and tourist or recreational lodges.

Canada’s CEO’s Wages
Dear Editor:
I am so outraged at the latest news that Canada’s CEO’s are
being paid absolutely gross amounts of money while we have
thousands of women, children and men living in poverty. For
one person to have earned $38,010 this year by 9:46am on
January 2nd (CCPA figures), while we have federal and
provincial governments who have no plans in place to eradicate
poverty (as the House of Commons unanimously resolved in
1989) is beyond comprehension!
I have two questions; ‘How, may I ask, is this just?’ and ‘Are
Canada’s CEO’s really worth more in a fraction of a day than
most Canadian workers are in a year?’ (CCPA)
June Ross, Nanaimo

BC Ferries Friday Sailing Change
from Tsawwassen to Gulf Islands
Dear Editor:
A trial ‘shoulder season’ on Friday afternoons from Tsawwassen
to the Southern Gulf Islands will be implemented at the request
of David Hahn, president, BC Ferries.
This will affect 12 Fridays, the first being Good Friday, and
will also include the May long weekend.
The objective is to increase capacity and improve on time
performance in the shoulder season, through the use of two 2-port
sailings. Pender’s departure from Tsawwassen during this trial
will be 4:10pm (as is the summer schedule), it will stop at Mayne,
discharge Saturna, and arrive at Otter Bay at 5:55pm. It will then
return direct to Tsawwassen, arriving there at 7:35 pm; to depart
at 8:15pm for Galiano (9:10pm) and Salt Spring (10:05pm).
This trial gives earlier arrival times, more capacity, less travel
time and does not impact the Route 5 (Swartz Bay/Southern
Gulf Islands) capacity or schedules. It also takes passengers
from Pender to the Big Smoke in time for a night out.
LETTERS, Please turn to page 7
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• Eco-friendly &
Energy Efficient
• Unique, versatile
& aesthetically
pleasing
• Earthquake &
Hurricane
Resistant
• Simple & Quick
to Erect
• Cost Effective

For information:1-877-982-3322

www.canadianwoodendomes.ca
VISIT A FINISHED LODGE AT:
WWW.DomeQuixote.COM

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40 • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Every Wednesday

Saturday, January 20

Community Café—friendly folk, newspapers, coffee, tea,
muffins, soup or chili; no religion served • Anglican Church Hall,
downstairs from Food Bank • 9am–noon • Free, everyone
welcome, pitching in appreciated • Info: Church Office, 629-3634
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, January 13
BC Hydro’s Climate Change Initiatives—Executive Vice
President Dawn Farrell presents BC Hydro’s response to global
warming, a discussion and question period will follow the
presentation • Satura Rec Centre • 1pm • Everyone welcome, ferry
schedules will permit participants from other Islands • Info:
Susie Washington Smyth 539-3397 • ON SATURNA, FERRYFRIENDLY EVENT

Hall •
ISLAND

Chris Frye Concert—lead singer of
The Bills and rhythm guitarist in The
Marc Atkinson Trio, performs from his
first solo CD, ‘Raised On Rhythm and
Rhyme’; an intimate, acoustic
performance of his new material,
accompanied by Sara Marrieros on
vocals • Mayne Island Folk Club, Ag
Doors open 7pm • Info: 250-539-5456 • ON MAYNE

ADVERTISE WITH US!

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

PHOTO: DAVID DENNING

SATURNA form page 3

Remembering Bruce Russell
Christmas season had a surprise for me. In the midst of 16 family
members and 8 dogs came an email informing me that a very
dear friend had died suddenly. My being a mother and
grandmother and partner evaporated as pictures of this man
who has been my mentor and role model for decades—well
before I was anything to anyone—leapt into my mind.
I chose to write about the death of this educator and
naturalist because he had gifts for all of us. Bruce Russell loved
the west coast and traveled extensively, with his family, all over
North America—backpacking, driving and kayaking. He was a
pioneer in freshwater biology photography and filming. Bruce
continually developed and created techniques for filming
through a microscope underwater as new technologies became
available. He formed BioMedia Associates in 1975. His company
is a group of biologists, teachers, educational designers and film
makers who collaborate in making film series (50+) used in
biology classes to teach high school and college students all over
North America about the structure and behaviour of single cells.
His photographs dramatically elucidate the functioning of life
systems at all levels.
Bruce’s excellence in producing films that present complex
biological processes has won Bruce many awards. His company
provided macro/micro shots for ‘The Nature of Things’ and ‘Up

Storm recovery for trees

Tree Canada, a non-profit organization, established the BC Coast
ReLeaf Fund in late December and is now accepting donations
that will be used to restore trees destroyed by heavy snows and
winds, including Vancouver’s most celebrated greenspace, Stanley
Park. Ravaged by wind gusts of up to 115 km per hour, which
followed record southern BC snowfalls, thousands of trees were
lost in parklands, along city streets and on residential properties.
‘The loss of trees, many of which are older and lend a unique
character, is a terrible loss to communities,’ says Michael Rosen,
vice president of Tree Canada. ‘We are urging Canadians to help —
to show the same generosity they showed during the BC Fires in
2003 and Hurricane Juan in the Maritimes. Our foundation is
pledging to help communities and the forests recover from this
incredible devastation.’
Rosen says the money will be used to replant trees throughout
the affected communities. Tree Canada will work with community
leaders and Tree Canada’s community advisors to ensure the right
trees are planted in the right places.
Individual and corporate donations can be made through the
Tree Canada website at www.tcf-fca.ca. i

Close and Personal—the Ecology of David Suzuki.’ BioMedia
Associates’ work is also featured in the American Museum of
Natural History’s Wall of Life exhibit and in the 4-part PBS
series ‘Intimate Strangers.’
Curiosity fueled this man. Bruce was my biology teacher in
high school. He thought we were all capable and worthy of
respect; we were on this life adventure with him.
The classroom was called ‘the lab’ and was filled with fish,
mice, scum in aquariums burbling away, termites eating away in
terrariums and quantities of seasonal specimens. Though we
had basic texts, a huge range of supplementary material to cover,
and the most unorthodox exams I have ever had, out in the
fields—outside where life lives is where we went.
Everything was under scrutiny. We were finding out for the
first time. He was too, as orthodox knowledge was simply a
hypothesis to him, to which any skilled observer could
legitimately add to or change.
We used road-kill for dissection. We made afternoon field
trips to vernal pools in spring, or any natural water source to
investigate under microscopes who lived in those accumulated
drops of water and under what conditions and what were they
doing? Bruce built the Discovery Scope—a hand-held magnifier
that has a little ‘aquarium’ for water beasts and a pincher fork for
‘stuff’ that could be aligned in any manner at any distance from
the magnification so that students in the field could easily and
quickly observe and investigate what they had found.
Bruce was fun and always had several projects ‘underway.’ He
always had a stubby pencil with a little pad of yellow paper in his
left shirt pocket to sketch whatever had caught his eye or crossed
his mind. He built wooden boats and the home of his beloved
family, and fly fishing rods, customized campers, swords for
grandchildren, and was deadly at croquet. He loved music, played
jazz piano most evenings, and worked fishing into any excursion.
Bruce and Emily were married for almost 50 years right out
of college, she doing all the organizing and prodding for
production deadlines and he doing the inspiration for photos
and filming. Family and friends were bedrock for Bruce. Bruce
laughed at himself easily and liked human foibles.
Bruce’s passion for nature and joy of discovery is in every
column I write. Your daughter or son or grandchild might see a
film of his and understand in some way that we are a part of all
natural systems—from ova and sperm to vernal pools—that we
belong and are a part of nature. I hope that you all have a person
in your life as Bruce is in mine—a wellspring. i
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New walkway in Somenos
Marsh Conservation Area

Public wildlife viewing opportunities recently increased
dramatically in the Somenos Marsh Conservation Area, 2
kilometres north of Duncan on the east side of Highway 1, with the
opening of a new all-season elevated walkway, floating dock and a
viewing platform into Somenos Lake. The viewing platform is
ready for the current bird migration which will see tens of
thousands of birds descend on the marsh, some to breed, some
just passing through.
‘It’s the achievement of one of our dreams,’ said Paul Fletcher,
president of the Somenos Marsh Wildlife Society, the organization
that has led conservation of the wetland area for the last eighteen
years. The Society’s mandate to be a steward of Somenos Marsh is
coupled with a duty to provide low impact access and education
for the public.
‘This new facility is the first phase of a set of projects we hope

Somenos Marsh’s new walkway.
to realize in the next few years,’ said Fletcher, who notes that the
Somenos Marsh Conservation Area is the hub of the parks and
trail system being developed in the Cowichan Valley.
Some years ago Somenos Marsh was declared a globally
significant Important Bird Area (IBA).
The walkway and platform, built by Island Marine
Construction of Salt Spring Island (see ad, page 7), are located at
the end of Drinkwater Road, at the BC Forest Discovery Centre
exit from the Trans-Canada Highway on Vancouver Island. i

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Saving the world
one investment
at a time
For more than 20 years, the Pinch Group has
combined a passion for social & environmental issues
with the best practices of conventional investing.
The result: portfolios that you can feel good about
owning while still sleeping well at night!

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.
(250) 405-2468 (Victoria) or 1-877-405-2400

Learn more about socially responsible investing at:

www.pinchgroup.ca

Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
888-546-9663 • www.linwoodhomes.com

Complete
NEW PET SUPPLY SERVICE FOR GULF ISLANDS RESIDENTS
range of topFree Delivery On Pender Island & Other Gulf Islands
quality products:
Royal Canin
Rosemary Heights Pet Supplies Ltd.
Techni-Cal
now offers free delivery of pet supplies, right to your front door.
Precise • O&M
Eagle Pac • Orijen
Email: rhpets@telus.net
Wysong • Canidae
Call toll-free: 1-877-536-1468
Tripet • Pinnacle
Merrick
Rosemary Heights Pet Supplies Ltd. • Unit 107-15350 34th Ave. Surrey, BC

ALL NATURAL
PET FOODS
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Tire recycling fee now
managed by industry
organization
The government-led Financial Incentives for Recycling Scrap
Tires (FIRST) program, in place since 1991, has ended. Under
the program an eco-fee to recycle tires was charged to
purchasers. As of January 1, recycling fees collected will be
managed by the industry itself.
Tire Stewardship BC (TSBC), a non-profit organized by BC
tire producers will replace the previous government fee with a
new fee schedule, based on the collection and processing costs of
each tire. For most consumers, this will increase the fee from $3
to $4 per tire. Revenue generated by TSBC will be used
exclusively to support tire collection and recycling.
TSBC held public consultations on its product stewardship
plan in July 2006, and the plan was approved by the Ministry of
Environment last September.
The program includes: an R&D program focused on market
development to ensure environmentally efficient and
economically viable markets for products from scrap tires; a
public education program to communicate the benefits of
reduction, re-use and recycling, along with the benefits
associated with improved vehicle and tire maintenance; a
stockpile clean-up program to ensure that stockpiles are
remediated; and a formal dispute-resolution process,
incorporating both mediation and arbitration, to ensure that
disputes are resolved in a timely, fair and impartial manner.
Tire industry product stewardship is regulated by the
provincial Recycling Regulation. This regulation makes industry
responsible for the life-cycle management of the tires they sell in
BC. i

Flathead Valley mining
proposal faces opposition

Trust releases Mayne
Island water use report

Wildsight, an active East Kootenay environmental group, has
launched a ‘Flathead Wild’ movement in response to a proposed
open-pit coal mine in the environmentally important Flathead
Valley.
Cline Mining Corporation is proposing to scrape and process
40 million tonnes of coal (2 million tonnes a year for 20 years)
from a remote location in the pristine valley, located 30km south
of Fernie in south-eastern BC.
The Flathead Valley’s location, adjacent to Waterton
National Park in Alberta and Glacier National Park in Montana,
makes it a key wildlife corridor for large mammals travelling
north and south through the wilderness of the Rocky
Mountains. It is the only unsettled, low-elevation valley of its
kind in southern Canada and home of the densest population of
inland grizzly bears in North America.
‘We are trying to make people aware of this wilderness jewel
and the very real threat to the pristine waters and wild lands of
British Columbia’s Flathead Valley,’ advised Wildsight’s energy
and mining program manager Casey Brennan.
The 30-day public comment period on the proposed Terms
of Reference for Cline’s environmental impacts study began on
January 2 and will end on February 1. ‘We will be letting the
Environmental Assessment Office know that the scope of Cline's
proposed environmental assessment is insufficient,’ said
Brennan. ‘However, as British Columbia’s environmental
assessment process has never rejected a proposal, it is most
important that people let the government know that
communities don’t want this mine and don’t want mining in the
Flathead. Period.’
‘This is a special place and it deserves a special land use plan
that will protect the incredible natural legacy of the Flathead,’
Brennan attested.
More information on the Flathead Valley can be found at
www.flathead.ca. i

The average residential household demand for non-potable
water is estimated to increase by 20-25% over the next 30 years
on Mayne Island.
That’s one of the conclusions in a report, Rainwater
Availability and Household Water Consumption for Mayne
Island, on the supply and demand elements of rainwater
harvesting and water consumption patterns on Mayne Island
released in December by the Islands Trust.
‘As the demand for water increases on the Gulf Islands,
adequate water supply and more storage capacity will be key
factors in meeting our water needs,’ said Kim Benson, chair of the
Islands Trust Council. ‘Rainwater can be a big part of the solution.’
‘We will be reviewing the report to determine what new
policies would make sense and how we might use this
information as local trust areas update their official community
plans,’ added Benson. ‘We also need to look at public education
to encourage water conservation and rainwater harvesting.’
The report also estimates that indoor (potable) year-round
household water use will decrease by 10% due to low water use
fixtures and appliances and to increasing water conservation
awareness.
The report is the result of a project to assess the supply and
demand elements of rainwater harvesting by looking at typical
Gulf Island rooftops and water consumption patterns. The
report is available on the Islands Trust web site at
www.islandstrust.bc.ca under Mayne Island Local Trust Area. It
was commissioned earlier this year and made possible by a
grant from the provincial government. This year, a second grant
will fund a study to provide recommendations on implementing
the findings in the rainwater report.
More information on rainwater harvesting is also available
on
the
Islands
Trust
Fund
web
site
at
www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca and look under Current Projects on
the home page. i

Book Review ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

A Passion for Mountains
magine wearing an ankle-length skirt, petticoats
underneath, and climbing up a rough trail to the summit of
Grouse Mountain in 1912. Hardly a ladylike activity for a
female before the First World War. In those days it wasn’t
considered seemly, or normal for that matter, for a woman to
enjoy outdoor activities. There weren’t suitable clothes for one
thing; for another, ladies weren’t supposed to sweat. Horses
sweated, men perspired, women merely glowed—or so went the
saying. Phyl James thumbed her nose at such nonsense. When
her brother joined the first Boy Scouts in Vancouver in 1910, she
got him to teach her the arts of camping, hiking, woodlore,
pathfinding and other ‘male’ outdoor pursuits. When she
became a full-fledged Girl Guide, it was a passion that would
continue for more than 60 years.
She had an equally enduring passion—that of
mountaineering. Seeking to legitimize ‘her love of the wilds
through accepted social activities’ she wanted to join the British
Columbia Mountaineering Club. ‘Unfortunately she had to wait,’
writes author Kathryn Bridge. ‘She was not yet 21 years old, the
age of eligibility for club membership. According to BCMC
records, Phyl James applied for membership on October 15,
1915, just days after her 21st birthday. Her application was
accepted, and two months later—showing proof of two ascents—
she graduated to active membership with full status. From then
on there was no stopping her.’
When Phyl married Don Munday, they became western
Canada’s most famous mountaineering couple, climbing for
nearly 40 years throughout the Pacific Northwest, in the Selkirks

I
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FO R WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

GREENHOUSE GASES from page 2
the oceans. However increasing amounts of man-made carbon
dioxide emissions have created an imbalance. There are more
CO2 emissions going into the atmosphere than are being
removed. This is mostly due to the burning of fossil fuel.
Methane (CH4) is a colourless, odourless, non-toxic and
flammable gas. Methane is produced by the breakdown of plant

MAYNE ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

Email:information@islandstrust.bc.ca

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
The Mayne Island Local Trust Committee is requesting expressions of interest for up to five (5)
positions on the Advisory Planning Commission. As required by the Local Government Act,
appointees must be electors of the Mayne Island Local Trust Area and two-thirds (2/3) of the APC
must be residents of the Mayne Island Local Trust Area.
Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience for the positions, by
Monday, January 22, 2007 to:
Mayne Island Local Trust Committee
c/o Kathy Jones
Islands Trust,
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8
Fax: (250) 405-5155 or Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

and the Rocky Mountains. The
birth of their daughter in March
1921 neither stopped nor slowed
the Mundays. Baby Edith
simply went along with her
parents, carried in a makeshift
sling, nursed as needed, and
made her first ascent at 11 weeks
to the summit of Crown
Mountain (1,053 metres). The
child was home-schooled and
by the time she was 5 years old
and living with Phyl and Don in Alpine Lodge, their new home
on Grouse Mountain, had ‘already gained prominence for her
exploits and makes the ascent from North Vancouver quite
frequently in two hours.’ Among the many fine photographs that
illustrate Bridge’s book, ‘two rare photos from [Alpine Lodge,
1923] survive, one taken inside the unfinished cabin…, the other
showing the table set for their Christmas meal, complete with
ferns for the centerpiece.’
Needless to say, Phyl Munday became a legend, one which
her biographer honours in this beautifully produced, well
researched, well written book. Comments the BC Historical
Federation, ‘Bridge puts history into context, making stories
more meaningful for readers.’
A Passion for Mountains: the Lives of Don and Phyllis Munday,
Kathryn Bridge, Rocky Mountain Books, $26.95. i

materials in soils and also comes from livestock, other animals
and humans. Some methane is found in oil, gas and coal
deposits. The natural processes contribute about one-half of the
methane in the atmosphere, the rest comes from the production
of fossil fuels.

Effects of Increases
If global atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide and methane
associated with the greenhouse effect continue to escalate at
current rates, the effects of higher temperatures, accompanied
by rising sea levels and changes in precipitation will be extreme.
For example, warming already under way is thawing
permafrost in the arctic; soil that had been continuously frozen
for thousands of years. The thawing permafrost then releases
methane and carbon dioxide! This set up a vicious circle of
permafrost thawing, and greenhouse gas release.
GREENHOUSE GASES, please turn to facing page

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd
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AUTOMOTIVE

EDUCATION

ISLAND
MARINE

GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525.0 0

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Mention this ad and
get 10% off
monthly rentals.

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

FOR RENT

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

SIDNEYCARS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

only

.95
39
for cars

$

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

MARINE

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER ISLAND LONG-TERM:
Spectacular views from almost
every window are yours in this
spacious 2+ bedroom home. The
large lower area might be used as
a studio/ office/family room-$1300.
Spacious and bright 2-bedroom, 2bathroom home. Short walk to
ocean beach-$900. PENDER
ISLAND SHORT-TERM: Large 3bedroom, 2-bathroom, fully
furnished home. Available now to
June 30th- $1000.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-877-655-3707

1-800-774-1417

Local: 655-3707

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW

www.island-explorer.com/pender

(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

ADVERTISE WITH US!
250-629-3660

FOR SALE
Cedar boards, various widths. 1" x
10/8/6/4" x 10'. Beautiful Mayne
Island wood, recently milled.
$1500./1000 board feet, no tax,
including delivery anywhere on
Mayne, or Miners Bay dock for offisland. Call Barry 604-240-3627.

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

Caretakers Available! For long or
short term. Resort, retail and B&B
experience. Responsible, reliable,
mature couple. Local and business
references
available.
Call
Brent/Rena Butler 250-331-1842 or
email damselfly88@hotmail.com
Heritage wood, bricks, windows and
doors and so much more! Call SYD’s
DEMO SALVAGE, 250-381-1141
Vacationing this Winter? Pet Sitting
and Housesitting in your home.
Long or short term. Experienced,
reliable, mature couple. Local
references. Call Brent/Rena Butler
250-331-1842
or
email
damselfly88@hotmail.com

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

1-800-800-8608

Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture
& HERBAL MEDICINE
Safe, effective treatments for
many common health problems.

TREVOR ERIKSON, R.Ac, TCMP
For an appointment call
the Pender Island Health
Centre: 250- 629-3322

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

Generator safety
During this stormy winter, BC Hydro customers may continue to
experience power outages as a result of disruption or damage to the
electrical system in their area. 2006’s stormy fall has motivated
people to buy home generators as a fallback. BC Hydro has issued
some advice about the operation of generators to assure customers’
safety, and the safety of the BC Hydro system and operators.

Generator ‘Don’ts’
Home generators can be very dangerous if they are not used
properly, advises BC Hydro. It is not prudent to connect a home
portable generator directly to a house wiring system without the
proper installation of a CSA-approved transfer switch (manual
or automatic) and an inspection and approval by a local
electrical inspector.
Serious accidents can result when a home generator is
connected to an existing electrical system through a closed house
breaker without protection. If the energy flows back into the BC
Hydro grid to the transformer and the energy is transformed to a
GREENHOUSE GASES from previous page
Scientists aren’t quite sure which gas of these two gases is
more destructive. Methane is far more powerful in trapping
heat, but only lasts about a decade before it dissipates into
carbon dioxide and other chemicals. Carbon dioxide traps heat
for about a century.

Canada’s Contribution to Man-made
Greenhouse Gases
While Canada produces only 2% of the world’s energy-related
greenhouse gases it is one of the highest emitters on a per capita

Mooring Buoys in Marine
Conservation Area Waters
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to Bill Henwood of Parks
Canada and forwarded to ‘Island Tides’ for publication.
Dear Sir:
‘The park is trying to reach individuals with private mooring
buoys within the national park area to let them know that private
facilities (such as private campsites or private mooring buoys)
are not permitted in the park.’
I was a participant in the National Marine Conservation Area
Study Group at Duncan, BC months back and I am very

539-5252 or
250-478-6937
HYDRO POWER OFF?
Don’t Be Left in the Dark

COASTAL POWER
INSTALLS
GENERATORS
• Commercial Units
• Home Stand-Bys
• Sales, Service, Parts
AUTHORIZED
SERVICE DEALER
for

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C ALL D AVE W OODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288
Servicing the Gulf Islands

REAL ESTATE

COASTAL POWER
SERVICE LTD.
CALL 250-383-2536

Type I & II Systems
VIHA Approved
Serving the Nanaimo
area, Gabriola Island &
other Gulf Islands

250-756-8781

ADVERTISE!
250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com
LITTORAL from page 3

higher voltage, the lives of employees working on the lines are at
risk and this can also be a hazard to public that may be in the area.

Generator ‘Dos’
Five key factors for safe operation of a generator are: read and
follow the manufacturer’s instructions; connect lights and
appliances directly to the generator; if extension cords must be
used, ensure they are properly rated, and CSA approved; assure
proper ventilation to prevent toxic fumes in enclosed spaces; BC
Hydro recommends generators be placed outdoors while in use.
For more information on the correct way to install your
standby or portable generator, call your electrical contractor or
the electrical inspector in your area.
To report an outage, downed powerlines, or to find out more
about a power outage in your area, please call 1-888-POWERON
(1-888-769-3766). BC Hydro reminds you to stay back 10 meters
or 33 feet from downed powerlines for safety. To learn more about
how to prepare for a power outage, visit www.bchydro.com. i

basis (UN Framework on Climate Change). The oil and gas
industry—gas processing, oil sands, pipelines and refineries—
and the coal-generated electricity are responsible for about two
thirds of our emissions. The final one-third is from the end use
of energy in business, industry, homes and transportation.
An Inconvenient Truth is available in video stores on the
Islands and Vancouver Island.
Susie Washington-Smyth, who lives on Saturna Island, has
worked as an educator and consultant on energy and
environmental issues for over 30 years. i

LETTERS from page 4
The big question is, of course, can Pender traffic leave
Tsawwassen at 4:10pm? There will be the alternative (probably
with a reservation required) of taking the 6pm Route 1 ship to
Swartz Bay and transferring back to Pender on the 8pm (a
departure which has available capacity).
Please give your feedback, positive and negative, to your
Ferry Advisory Committee members. Remarks both before and
during the trial will be appreciated.
Jill Justice, Pender Island

Well Drillers

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

www.mauisuncoast.com

HEALTH

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

supportive of conservation study. I have lived at the shoreline of
False Narrows for 40 years so I can empathize with boat owners in
the lower islands where once again the heavy hand of bureaucrats
comes down, with no foresight as to public relations or practicality.
No wonder people get their backs up, when jurisdictions
threaten to change their lifestyle.
It would not be difficult for signage to be implemented, to
grandfather private buoys, where the owner uses his vessel for
transportation to provide an alternative to ferry service in the
good weather and an ability to provide transportation in case of
emergencies, such as a need to seek medical attention or, god
forbid, a forest fire that sweeps an island.
It is always amazing to me, that bureaucrats who obviously
do not live on one of the (smaller) islands, have no concept of the
lifestyle of Islanders in the Salish Sea.
If this edict to remove all private buoys is not reversed, or
amended, then I think an Islander, or a group of Islanders, might
have a case for legal representation.
Perhaps even the Local Trust Committees of concerned
Islands could support an amendment to Parks Canada’s edict.
Terrence R Hanna, Gabriola Island i

Comox Valley, ‘A Cultural Capital’
The Comox Valley stands to receive up to $750,000 for special
projects that celebrate arts and culture and create a cultural
legacy for the community.
The area has been designated a 2007 Cultural Capital of
Canada, in the 50–125,000 population category. The award
celebrates the unique character of Canadian municipalities and
recognizes the important role they play in highlighting the
richness and diversity of our culture.
The ‘Land of Plenty’ projects bring together five communities
in the Comox Valley. (The name comes from the First Nations
world ‘k’omoks,’ meaning ‘a celebration of abundance.’) From
the creation of an original musical theatre production about
local legends to the preservation of Aboriginal cultural traditions
and the presentation of public art installations and
performances, ‘Land of Plenty’ involves residents and visitors in
exploring and celebrating the links between landscape, heritage
industries, and the creative sector.
Other Canadian cities named Cultural Capitals for 2007
include: Edmonton, Alberta; Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan; BaieSaint-Paul, Quebec; and the Huron-Wendat Nation of
Wendake, Quebec. i
ERITREA from page 1
The policy, backed by the UN Development Program
(UNDP), says that while investment, development, and poverty
alleviation are obvious national priorities for the impoverished
nation, their environmental impacts cannot be ignored.

Background
Eritrea, as a new member of the community of nations, has
many development priorities. While traditionally the main
source of economic support has been subsistence agriculture
and livestock rearing in the hinterland, and artisan fishing in
parts of the coastline, the primary economic development
opportunities for Eritrea lie in its coastal, marine and island
areas. These opportunities include fisheries, trade, oil
exploration and tourism. The development of these sectors
could have significant impact on the environment of the Red
Sea as a whole, and on its globally significant biodiversity. i
SEA LEVEL from page 1
rise if we cannot keep the global average temperature rise below
2ºC,’ said Sierra Club executive director Kathryn Molloy. ‘This
could happen within the lifetime of my grandchildren if we do not
take significant action immediately to curb global carbon
emissions. We are already experiencing extreme weather events
caused by climate change, but we still have time to prevent the
worst damage.’
‘In the next 20 years BC needs to slash provincial carbon
emissions, minimize reliance on fossil fuels, and prioritize
renewable energy,’ said Sierra Club BC science advisor Dr Colin
Campbell. i
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BC Government approves three
proposals for parks

Saturna Island’s pub reopened at the beginning of January, under the new
ownership of a group of Islanders. Jon Guy serves the first happy customer.
(Read more in ‘Saturna Notes,’ page 3.)

Career Move
FULL TIME PUBLISHER-IN-TRAINING
Spinning your wheels? Want to move up? Like to live in paradise? Here’s a
once in a lifetime opportunity for the right person to become a leader in an
expanding publication.
Island Tides regional newspaper is seeking a responsible, motivated person
with wide experience in production, circulation, website management, and
advertising.

Do you have a knack for business? Do you have ink
in your veins? Do you pay attention to detail? Do you
want to lead others? Do you have a passionate work
ethic? Do you enjoy the challenge of deadlines?
Us: Circulating throughout the Southern Strait of Georgia, Island Tides
provides in-depth coverage of local, regional and global topics, serious and
lighthearted. Island Tides is also a unique, high visibilty advertising venue for
the coast.
You: Must be a resourceful fast learner, self-starter, eager problem solver,
interested in all aspects of publication. You need excellent telephone,
electronic media and people skills.
Please send your letter of application to: Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55,
Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0, or email to: islandtides@islandtides.com. In
your letter tell us, in 25 words or less, what a publisher does. With your
knowledge of publishing and by researching our business at
www.islandtides.com, come to your interview with an answer to the skilltesting question: ‘What is Island Tides’ current annual gross income?’
Only shortlisted applicants will receive a response.
Applications must be received by January 26, 2007.

2
1

The Request for Proposals for new fixed-roof
accommodation in BC provincial parks
received proposals for four parks: Mount
Robson, Elk Lakes, Maxhamish Lake and Cape
Scott. The government has announced that
three proposals will go on through the approval
process, including a controversial fly-in fishing
operation in one of the parks.
In July, Environment Minister Barry
Penner announced the BC government had
issued Requests for Proposals for fixed-roof
accommodations in 12 BC Parks, 10 of which
are new opportunities, while two relate to
existing facilities where new operating
agreements are being sought.
The strategy, announced July 27, has been
controversial because it allows private for-profit
development within public park boundaries, has
proceeded without public consultation, lacks
tools to limit expansion of private facilities,
promotes helicopter traffic, and allows foreign
multinational corporations to develop in BC
parks, says the Campaign for BC Parks (a
coalition of over 14 environmental groups in BC).
‘The environmental community has been
very clear on this issue: private lodges and
resorts belong outside of parks, not within,’
commented Gwen Barlee, spokesperson for the
Campaign for BC Parks. ‘We are pleased to work
with prospective developers to ensure
operations are appropriately situated in
gateway communities outside of parks, but if
developers choose to build within park
boundaries we will take a targeted message to
their marketplace expressing our concern.’
‘Thankfully, most developers realize that the
public, environmental organizations and local
communities are opposed to these types of
developments—so they did the right thing and
stayed out of our parks,’ said Barlee.

Rockies Lodge within Muncho Lake Provincial
Park, and runs a fly-in fishing and eco-tour
business in the region.
This proposal has been met with criticism
from environmental groups. ‘Exclusive fly-in
lodges should be situated outside of BC
Parks–after all, 86% of the province is already
open for development,’ commented Barlee.
BC government staff have expressed
concerns about fishing pressures in Maxhamish
Lake Provincial Park should the proposed lodge
development proceed, as well trepidation over
the impact fly-in traffic would have on nesting
waterfowl, says the Campaign for BC Parks.

Maxhamish Lake

As per the terms of the Request for Proposals,
the accepted proponents will now be invited to
enter into a process agreement with the
Ministry of Environment. The agreement
outlines
proponent
and
ministry
responsibilities regarding the completion of
impact assessments and consultations.
Depending on the outcome of these processes,
a park-use permit may be issued.
The successful proponent is responsible
for the completion of agency, stakeholder and
public consultations. The ministry is
responsible for consultation with First Nations
and, where necessary, accommodation of First
Nations’ interests. i

Liard Air Ltd has been selected to design a lodge
and boathouse for Maxhamish Lake Provincial
Park. The company is proposing to design,
construct and operate a 9.75-metre by 9.75metre two-storey building that will
accommodate about 15 guests and a 6.10-metre
by 9.14-metre boat building/shop with a dock.
Recreational services that would be offered
include fishing, wildlife and northern lights
viewing, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing.
The company has experience in developing
and marketing tourism-based accommodation
facilities and related services in northeastern BC.
The firm owns and operates the Northern

BC and Alberta have inked a new pact:
Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA)
that will increase privatization, allow private investors to
challenge public programs, policies and regulations, and
restrict governments’ ability to act in the public interest.
Discuss what can social activists do about it.

7:30 pm – Wednesday, January 17
Maritime Labour Centre, 1880 Triumph at Victoria,
Vancouver, B.C.
Featured Speaker : Ellen Gould
Sponsored by: B.C. Government and Service Employees’ Union,
and the Council of Canadians
cep467

Elk Lakes Provincial
The Alpine Club of Canada has also been
selected to operate existing recreational
facilities within Elk Lakes Provincial Park.
The club will manage, operate, improve and
maintain the existing cabin, campgrounds and
trails, and provide appropriate recreational
services within the park. The proponent plans
to upgrade the cabin at Elk Lakes, as well as the
grey water system. The upgrade will not extend
beyond the existing footprint, and ownership of
the facilities will remain with the Province.

Process for Proposals

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:

Right Wing
Governments
Secretive
Trade
Agreement

Mount Robson
The Alpine Club of Canada has been selected to
design an eco-lodge for Mount Robson
Provincial Park. The club is proposing
ecologically sensitive accommodation that will
provide both winter and summer recreation
opportunities. The proponent has a long and
successful history of providing a wide variety of
outdoor alpine related experiences, operating
and maintaining mountain huts, and is familiar
with operating in BC Parks.

indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

45
39

$

from
• fully insured
• excellent
references

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

1-800-997-6797

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
March
31, 2007.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to to
March
31, 2003

www.blueridgeinn.ca

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

