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BC Citizens’
Assembly celebrates
5th anniversary
BC Citizens’ Assembly members came
from across the province to mark the
5th anniversary of the historic BC
Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform.
Speakers at Vancouver’s Wosk
Centre for Dialogue on January 10
included: Jack Blaney, chair of the
Citizens’ Assembly, Gordon Gibson,
architect of the Citizens’ Assembly
process, Citizens’ Assembly members:
David Wills, Wendy Bergerud, Wilf
Chelle, Anna Rankin, Shoni Field and
Diana Byford. The event is organized by
Fair Voting BC and the Citizens’
Assembly Alumni.
The celebration was followed by a
conference to kick-off the campaign
leading up to the second BC referendum
for change to a single-transferable-vote
voting system from the current firstpast-the-post one. After a year of study,
the Citizens’ Assembly overwhelmingly
recommended BC-STV as the electoral
system best suited to British Columbia.
The May 2005 referendum narrowly
missed its target when 58% of voters
chose BC-STV. Due to this high level of
support, British Columbians have
another chance to choose BC-STV when
they go to the polls on May 12 this year.
The 160 members of the Citizens’
Assembly, who studied BC’s voting
system, were chosen randomly from the
voters list, with a man and a women
representing each constituency. From
January to November 2004 they
learned about electoral systems,
consulted with British Columbians and
deliberated on electoral alternatives.
Their reasoned and thoughtful
debate
have
inspired
British
Columbians who see in their
recommendation an opportunity to
change politics and representation for
the better.
To
find
out
more
visit:
and
www.citizensassembly.bc.ca
www.bc-stv.ca. 0

What those
snowstorms cost

Insurance Bureau of Canada’s (IBC)
preliminary assessment of the cost of
insurable losses claims related to recent
winter storms is an estimated $39
million for the 4,300 claims received so
far.
As a result of December’s series of
storms, insurance companies received
an unusually high number of claims
within a short period of time.
Employees are still working diligently to
process these claims in order to help
STORMS, please turn to page 3
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A welcome break from the snowfall. Georgia Strait’s Southern Gulf Islands bask in winter sunshine.

Merve Wilkinson honoured B&B Ganges Marina loses appeal; must remove barge
Merve Wilkinson has been awarded honourary
membership in the Association of BC Forest
Professionals (ABCFP).
Merve has owned and operated a woodlot, known
as Wildwood, since 1938. At Wildwood, Wilkinson has
used forest management techniques that were well
ahead of their time. He practises sustainable forestry
and has ensured that the woodlot retains its ecological
and economic values for future generations.
‘Merve has explained the complexities of forestry to
thousands of people and helped the public to
understand that forestry can be conducted in a
sustainable fashion in BC.’
95-year-old Wilkinson continues to live on
Wildwood and students continue to tour his property
and learn about forestry. The Land Conservancy of BC
purchased Wildwood in Year 2000 to ensure that the
property would remain a forest and be available as a
learning site forever.
Wilkinson’s hope is that Wildwood will continue to
be used as a place to learn about nature and our role in
it. ‘We need to understand our relationship with the
earth. We have to live with the earth. The earth does
not have to live with us,’ he says. 0

The Islands Trust has come out ahead in a longThe Grinding Process of
running court case which targeted the removal
Bylaw Enforcement
of an old barge used as a marina office in
The structure, originally built as a barge in
Ganges harbour.
The Trust had said that the barge and its 1933, named PWD#315, and registered in New
Westminster, had
two-storey building,
SHIP OR NOT, THE GREEN ROOF HAS BECOME A been towed in to
whether
it
was
FAMILIAR SIGHT ON THE GANGES WATERFRONT Ganges Harbour in
Photo: Island Tides Archives 2005
situated on land or
December 2001. The
water, did not comply
owners, B&B Ganges
with the Salt Spring
Marina Ltd, were
Island Land Use
advised
by
the
Bylaw. The Trust won
Islands Trust as early
its BC Supreme Court
as January, 2002
case in June 2007.
that the structure
Last December 29,
was too large; the
the BC Court of Appeal
marina
owners
released its decision
claimed that it was
on the appeal brought by B&B Ganges Marina just there for repairs, and would be removed by
against the BC Supreme Court ruling. The court May.
It was not removed, and after a series of
has denied the appeal and awarded costs to the
conditional
Temporary Use Permits (as a
Islands Trust.
Losing this appeal might have set bylaw- marina office, etc) and aborted development
MARITIME MUDDLE, please turn to page 6
bending precedent for the Trust Area.

Run of River Power—No Quick Fix ~ Patrick Brown

Bute Inlet power project will have cumulative impacts
A multi-site, ‘run-of-river’ power, super-project has been proposed by
Plutonic Power Ltd for creeks and rivers emptying into the upper Bute Inlet.
The scale of transmission lines necessary to this proposal illustrates the
problem of economies of scale and environmental effects in massive run-ofriver power development.
The
Plutonic
project’s
17
powerhouses would connect through
230kms of power transmission lines to
a 200 kilometre high-voltage
transmission line connecting to BC
GENERATION AREA
Hydro at Elk Falls, north of Campbell
River on Vancouver Island. The project
would have a maximum power
potential of 900 megawatts (MW). The
expected annual production would be
3,000 gigawatt-hours of electricity. (a
BUTE INLET
gigawatt hour is one million of those
kilowatt hours that you see on your
electricity bill.)

density which causes cumulative impacts on both the immediate generation
areas and on considerable areas of adjacent land.

Dams Versus Run-of-River
Spread over a large area, the Bute Inlet super-project proposal would have
significant environmental impact in a littleknown part of BC’s central coast.
In terms of capacity, it could be
compared with the long-discussed Site–C
proposal on the Peace River, similarly rated
at 900 megawatts but which has a potential
annual production of 50% more electricity,
4,500 gigawatt hours (GWh).
Site–C involves an earthfill dam and
reservoir, affecting a much smaller area. The
Site–C scheme also benefits from limited
seasonal variation in stream flow,
controlled by the upstream WAC Bennett
and Peace Canyon dams.

Transmission
Requirement Impacts

Power In/Power Out—
Deficit Or Not?

The cost of transmission lines to
aggregate and connect multiple power
sources to the BC Hydro grid dictates
that generation sites be located as close
as possible to each other, resulting in a

For some time now, BC’s Ministry of Energy
and the government-owned BC Hydro has
insisted that BC is a ‘net importer’ of power.
Data on this is difficult to analyse because
BC Hydro is also a major power trader,
BUTE POWER, please turn to page 2

is now available at these

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd
South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

CAMPBELL RIVER

SERIOUS COFFEE

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Page 2, ISLAND TIDES, Jan 15, 2009

New Islands Trust Executive
Committee elected
Trust Council members elected Gabriola Local Trust Area
Trustee Sheila Malcolmson as Chair, and Gary Steeves of North
Pender Island, Louise Bell of Denman Island and Peter Luckham
of Thetis Island as Vice-Chairs.
The Islands Trust Executive Committee oversees the day to
day business of the Islands Trust on behalf of Trust Council
between the quarterly meetings of the entire Council.
‘I think it’s going to be a strong, focused team well suited to
address the opportunities and challenges we will face,’ said Chair
Sheila Malcolmson. The Executive Committee has already begun
considering its focus for the next three years, based on ideas
raised at Trust Council’s December meeting, ranging from
affordable housing, food security, climate change and improved
communications with constituents.
The Islands Trust Council also elected Nerys Poole of Bowen
Island and Christine Torgrimson of Salt Spring Island to the
Trust Fund Board, the arm of the Islands Trust that holds
conservation covenants and nature reserves. The Executive
Committee elected Louise Bell of Denman Island to the Trust
Fund Board. 0

BUTE INLET POWER from page 1
exporting to the US.
Much of this imported power comes from Alberta, where it
may be generated by ‘dirty’ coal-fired plants. Since these plants
run most efficiently at a constant high level, they generate
surplus power at off-peak periods. BC, having a number of large
hydro-electric dams, is in a position to purchase off-peak power
cheaply from Alberta, and substitute it for power from the
dams—where flow, and therefore power production, can easily
be cut-back in the off-peak. The power from the dams can thus
be saved and sold at higher prices to US markets, particularly
California, where air-conditioning loads peak in the daytime,
particularly in summer.
All this trading activity makes it difficult to determine what
BC’s power ‘deficit’ may actually be. The growth of BC’s power
consumption annually is also difficult to estimate, particularly as
it is currently affected by economic changes.

BC ‘Green’ Power
The provincial government has set as policy the requirement that
additional power generation be ‘green’–that is, produced from
renewable resources with minimal environmental impact. In
fact, a requirement that new installations produce no
greenhouse gases has resulted in an effective moratorium on
coal-fired generation in the province.

Independent Power Producers
The government has set as policy that new generation facilities
be built, not by BC Hydro, but by private sector Independent
Power Producers (IPPs).
Responding to these policy directions and future needs, BC
Hydro has called for tenders from IPPs for ‘green’ generation
facilities. The 2006 tender call sought proposals to yeild a total of
5,000 GWh per year.
In response, a large number of IPPs proposed projects using
‘run-of-river’ waterpower, small dams (some existing), wind
power, and biomass combustion (some with coal). As a result,
BC Hydro has indicated its willingness to negotiate Electricity
Purchase Agreements for some 39 projects, totaling 7,351
GWh/yr. Not all these projects are, however, expected to be built.

Run Of River Projects
22 of these projects are for ‘run-of-river’ power generation under
10MW each, scattered all over BC. Nine projects are for larger
‘run-of-river’ installations, including some proposing (or
utilizing existing) small dams.
While every ‘run-of-river’ project involves a small dam, or
weir, to divert flowing water into a penstock leading to a waterpowered generator, ‘run-of-river’ dams are generally defined as
having a reservoir capacity of less than 48 hours’ waterflow.

Plutonic Power on Toba Inlet

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com
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604.261.5619

The largest proposal bid into the 2006 tender call and accepted
by BC Hydro is Plutonic Power’s $660 million East
Toba/Montrose project, at 196 MW and 702 GWh/yr. This
project generates electricity from two substantial creeks flowing
into Toba Inlet, the next inlet to the south of Bute Inlet. The two
generating plants will feed a common 148km power
transmission line to a BC Hydro substation at Saltery Bay on
Jervis Inlet.
While exact details of the 35-year contract with BC Hydro
have not been revealed, the negotiated price for power is
apparently between 7.137¢ and 8.423¢ per kWh, yielding annual
revenue to Plutonic of about $65 million. This figure was
confirmed by Plutonic spokesperson Elisha Moreno, Plutonic’s
Director of Communications (who previously worked for BC
Hydro). It is noteworthy that the current retail price for power
delivered by BC Hydro is from 5.98¢ to 7.21¢ per kWh.
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Power Transmission & Green Power
Projects
The East Toba/Montrose proposal illustrates one of the major
factors affecting the cost and environmental impact of ‘green’
power generation projects. While both wind and run-of-river
projects themselves have relatively small geographic footprints,
they are frequently in remote locations, requiring long and
expensive transmission lines to connect to the BC Hydro grid.
Without these connections, of course, they cannot sell power to
BC Hydro or export it.
Individual small projects can thus only be economical if they
are close to existing BC Hydro facilities. Thus of the thousands of
potential sites in BC, only a few can be developed for
transmission to the grid. Plutonic’s East Toba/Montrose project
met this challenge by developing two substantial creeks close to
each other.
Plutonic is also doing preliminary work on a separate
proposal for three further sites, totaling 130MW, in the same
area and which may use the same power transmission
connection.

Back To The Bute Inlet Proposal
Plutonic’s Bute Inlet proposal includes some 17 stream
diversions on creeks leading to the Homathko, Southgate, and
Orford Rivers which feed Bute Inlet, one of the larger fjords on
the central coast of BC. The company has applied for 16 water
licenses (Land Tenure Applications), a number of worksite
leases, and 231 kilometres of powerline easements, connecting
the powerhouses to a substation on Bute Inlet. The powerlines
run up each of the three river valleys to the powerhouse sites, and
also about halfway along the shore of Bute Inlet. A further
powerline route runs over the mountains to connect to the Toba
Inlet sites. The land applications for the powerhouses,
installations, roads, and powerlines total 24,188 hectares.
The proposal also includes a 200km high tension
transmission line from the head of Bute Inlet to Elk Falls on
Vancouver Island. Its route runs along the shore of
Loughborough Inlet (the next inlet to the north of Bute Inlet),
crosses West Thurlow Island, and then a massive span across
Johnstone Strait to Vancouver Island. The land applications for
the transmission line right-of-way total 19,212 hectares.
In total, Plutonic’s proposal would require grants of some 450
square kilometres of Crown land and water. It would include
approximately 430 kilometres of transmission lines, 314
kilometres of roads, and 142 bridges.

Financing Super-Projects
The entire scheme is currently estimated to cost about $4 billion,
making it the largest single private sector investment in
hydroelectric generation in Canada. Annual revenues, assuming
a 35-year contract with similar pricing to the East
Toba/Montrose project, could be $250 million per year.
Plutonic has a financing agreement (‘partnership’) in place
with the large US finance firm, GE Energy Financial Services.
There seems little doubt that this combination would have the
financial capacity to carry out the project.
GE Energy would invest $650 million for a 60% (controlling)
interest in the Bute Inlet project, and would also have the right to
arrange debt financing for the project. The US government has
recently agreed to insure as much as $139 billion of GE Capital’s
anticipated borrowings. Currently, GE Capital’s debt is estimated
at $548 billion.

Site-C
The Peace River is already a major producer of hydroelectric
power, with the WAC Bennett and Peace Canyon dams rated at
2730MW and 694MW respectively. A proposed dam at Site-C,
seven kilometers southwest of Fort St John, would take
advantage of controlled waterflow from these two dams
upstream to produce 4,500GWh annually from a 900MW
generating plant.
An 1,100 metre earth-fill dam would back up a reservoir
83km long, on average two to three times the present width of
the river and flooding some 5,340 hectares. The dam and power
generating facilities would cover another 1,000 hectares, and a
90km high tension transmission line to connect to the BC Hydro
grid at the Peace Canyon dam would need an estimated further
2,000 hectares (some of which could continue to be farmed).
This adds up to a total geographical footprint of 8,340 hectares,
or about 83 square kilometres.
The current cost estimate for the Site-C proposal is between
$5 and $6.6 billion. It would probably be publicly financed. The
cost of power from Site-C has been estimated at 5.1¢/kWh, but
the factors considered in this estimate are not clear.
BUTE POWER, please turn to page 7
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

A

Happy New Year to us all! Especially to Lorraine
Campbell who is currently charming the staff at
Victoria General, and to all the rest of us as our lives
unfold.
2008 ended with memorable Christmas and New Year
frivolities amidst snowbanks, snow shovels, and snow
ploughs! Three new words need to be added to our west
coast experience, snow-light, snow-joy and ice-terror! The
vast quantities of snow and cold made a new world of
reflected light, new possibilities for delightful fun, and a
need to adjust time frames and expectations.
We have some snow every winter or two; enough snow
that everyone has a snow shovel somewhere and a suit or
two that can be cobbled together out of skiing attire or an
extreme layering technique—but a month of now apparel
and a week-and-a-half of wind chill protection was a stretch!
Animals were dependent on our ability to provide fodder
and feed and shelter and those of us who regularly forage out
of winter gardens came to the reality of wrapped and
stickered food for all meals.
Conversation in the stores and café were about all-season
tires versus snow tires, winter tires, all-wheel drive, 4-wheel
drive and—the weather! This arctic outflow made Christmas
very different for us all. Easy ability to transport ourselves
wherever we desire, when we desire, was thwarted. The
challenge of new solutions or new attitudes was refreshing.
Saturna immigrants from anywhere east of Hope were in
their element as they powered their cars and trucks along
the ice-rutted slippery roads, encapsulated between high
snow banks. We had a lone snowboarder, Brian Haley,
cutting through the frothy snow all the way from Mount
Fisher to Payne Road. Allen and Ilka Olsen were skiing,
others sledding and snowperson building. I got lessons from
an Ontario man as to how to use a snow shovel—a snow
shovel is not a garden shovel, push it along don’t dig it in!
Roads foreman Pat Ropars, hero of the month, was a
familiar and welcome sight day and night during the worst
of it, chains clanking, lights reflecting off the snow as the
plough shot plumes of snow to the side of the road. We could
count on the ferry hill and the missing link to be ploughed
twice daily. Pat and Barb stayed home on Saturna instead of
joining their family in Victoria as the snow kept coming.

Our school kids made a big mural to present to the
symposium as it began. Justin Hammuda addressed the
crowd very clearly and Izaak Gaines and Victoria Peck
assisted by holding up the huge banner. Richard Blagbourn
had inspired the children’s initiative by giving a talk at our
school.

Bird Count & Holiday Celebrations
December 14 was the day chosen for the annual Christmas
Bird Count. About ten Islanders showed up to walk around
the Island—it was too dicey for car travel due to the ice, snow
and freezing wind. They counted 41 species in the 17
kilometers they covered on foot. ‘Nothing really exciting,
except one lone red tailed hawk,’ reported Steve Dunsmuir.
The biggest grouping of birds was about 70 Pine Siskins. The
event ended with a potluck supper at the Dunsmuir’s—
reviewing the day and covering bird-related topics.
About 60 people showed up for the second Saturna
Island School Christmas Concert, the first concert had been
cancelled with the first big snow dump, two days earlier.
The second concert went forward with the local and Salt
Spring youngsters and their families able to attend. After a
fun potluck dinner, The Grinch Who Stole Christmas was
enacted to an enthusiastic and supportive crowd.
The Candlelight Dinner was a huge success on
December 16. Many community members put time, effort
and inspiration into creating a beautifully decorated
Community Hall, a splendid traditional Christmas dinner
and entertainment with stories, song, a sing-along, and a
great band. Guests hoping to attend from south Saturna,
were already snowed-in on this night—and the next three
weeks!
New Year’s Eve was a big shindig at the Rec Centre with
dinner, a band and a famous singer. The 60 supper guests
had Al Stonehouse ‘spinning the platters.’ Another 60
people arrived later to enjoy the special event, singer Sibel
Thrasher, a highly reviewed musician and singer. Singer
Kendra Sprinkling also added to the enjoyment of the
evening as well as our own entertaining singer, Chelsea
Money. 0

Flooding follows freezing
Following the clash between sub-freezing arctic outflow air and wet
Pacific weather fronts this winter, the BC River Forecast Centre has
issued advisories about flooding. Following the deep-freeze, warmer
temperatures and rain presented a different winter hazard. Combined
with snowmelt, rain raised river levels and caused localized flooding.
Large Vancouver Island rivers, like the Nanaimo, Cowichan and
Campbell, have urban areas at their estuaries where flooding can occur.
Vancouver Island Health Authority’s ‘be-prepared flood advisory’ states:
Avoid small creeks and rivers. Their channels tend to be narrow and
can fill up quickly. Also, eroded banks result in unstable ground. Most
importantly, keep children and pets away from stream banks.
Watch for changing conditions, particularly if you live in low-lying
areas or near waterways.
To report severe flooding in your area, contact your local municipal
government. Listings can be found in the blue pages of the phone book.
Check perimeter drains around your property and ensure they are
clear of ice and debris.
Always follow the instructions of local emergency officials.
Emergency preparedness information can be found on the following
website: www.pep.bc.ca
If rising waters become a threat to your safety, obey emergency
officials who are involved in rescue or flood control operations,
including those directing traffic.
Drive carefully. Never try to drive through floodwater. If a car stalls
in floodwater, get out quickly and move to higher ground. If you are
planning to travel, follow current highway conditions and any road
closures. Check Drive BC at www.drivebc.ca.
Ensure you have a battery-powered radio in working order, with
spare batteries, to listen to instructions from local emergency officials.
Organize your individual and family emergency kit. It should contain
important documents, prescription medication, a flashlight and first aid
kit.
Further important information on flooding can be found on the
VIHA website at: www.viha.ca. 0
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Saturnina Symposium
Richard Blagbourn presented the Santa Saturnina
Symposium on December 13 at the Rec Centre.
Distinguished history specialists and marine artists joined
locals for an entertaining look at Saturna’s early European
history—historians are as active and energetic as artists. All
are writing papers and books and were thrilled to get
together with each other and with us interested locals.
The two artists added a spectacular dimension to the
symposium: the combination of well-spoken words and
detailed pictures in our local settings made history come
alive. Locals had great questions, as did visitors; whole
worlds opened up as you came to realize why the Spanish
were here; the level of animosity between European
governments; and the relative calm with which the actual
captains dealt with national priorities.
How many people lived on those tiny boats? How far
they traveled in uncharted waters! What was the big drive to
get them here in our tiny part of the world? It was fun to fill
in so many gaps in our local knowledge and to see how
historians and artists work to delve deeper into another age.
STORMS from page 1
British Columbians recover as quickly as possible.
‘Insurers continue to swiftly process claims for their
customers,’ said Lindsay Olson, Vice-President, British
Columbia, Saskatchewan & Manitoba, Insurance Bureau of
Canada. ‘However, it could take months to assess the full extent
of the damage.’
Most of the claims submitted relate to burst pipes, snow
load/roof collapses, sewer back-up problems or wind damage.
Coverage for these perils is typically offered on most
comprehensive homeowner's insurance policies or is available
as an add-on.
However, IBC reminds consumers once again that any
damage caused by overland flooding is not covered by home
insurance. ‘The purpose of insurance is to spread risk amongst
many policyholders,’ noted Olson. ‘Overland flooding is a risk
for only a small percentage of the population—that is, those who
live on flood plains. Flood insurance for such a small number of
consumers would be unaffordable.’
Insurance Bureau of Canada is the national industry
association representing Canada’s private home, car and
business insurers. Its member companies represent nearly 95%
of the property and casualty (P&C) insurance market in Canada.
The P&C insurance industry employs over 110,000 Canadians,
pays more than $6 billion in taxes to the federal, provincial and
municipal governments, and has a total premium base of $38
billion.
To view news releases and information, visit the media
section of IBC’s website at www.ibc.ca. 0

RECEIVED
YOUR
NOTICE?
2009 property assessment notices were mailed to
all owners of property in British Columbia on
December 31, 2008.

If you have not received an assessment notice
by January 20, contact your local BC Assessment
ofﬁce or call 1 800 668-0086 toll free.
If you DO NOT require a new notice but would like
to change your address online, please complete
the form at www.bcassessment.ca

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria

Take notice that Neil Ivan
Podmore
and
Dorothy
Podmore, North Pender Island,
BC intends to make application
to
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Specific Permission-Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown Land located in the
vicinity of Razor Point, North
Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413267. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
#142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until February 25, 2009.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website:
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643
NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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21,000 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

15,200 print copies delivered to

Gulf Islands’ households

2,800 print copies on the Ferry Routes &
in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Nanaimo, Bowser
& Campbell River
3,000 online pdf readers each edition
www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd

Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Assistant Publisher: Jill Moran
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank
Jill Moran, Sara Miles, Melody Kirkby

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838

Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Print Subscription $42.00
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscription $26.25

International Subs: $60.00 • Free online in PDF format

NOTICE TO
MAYNE ISLAND PROPERTY OWNERS
MAYNE ISLAND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Public Meeting

Topic: The New Fire Hall
Saturday, January 31st, 2009, 1:30pm
Ag Hall, 430 Fernhill Road

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

If the power goes out, will you be ready?
• Residential, Industrial
• Automatic Standby &
Portable generators

• Sales, parts, service

H

Editorial: Uniting The Salish Sea

appy New Year, dear readers and advertisers, may your
As a rural, regional newspaper, our network of distribution
winter be short! We hope everyone is not too exhausted points is huge and very complex; also much more expensive than
and frustrated and our mild spring weather comes single islands or city distribution publications. Thank you to all
quickly. We have heard some amazing stories about coping with our readers who help to get the newspaper to all the nooks and
all the snow, deep-freeze temperatures and subsequent flooding. crannies of the coast that it reaches. If you’d like to help, give us
It’s all been much worse in the mid to northern part of our a call or an email, we’d love to hear from you.
circulation area. Those arctic winds have some handsome inlets
Canada Post is the mainstay of our regional distribution,
to flow from, on their way to collision with that wet Pacific air.
through its complete coverage option. This service is a lifeline for
Speaking of BC’s inlets, Quadra and Cortes Islanders will find rural communities. As a newspaper of record containing
Island Tides in their mailboxes this edition. Although some government advertising and information and serious articles of
copies of Island Tides already find their way to you, we thought our own, we are by law to be delivered to every household in an
this edition would be a good one to introduce Quadra and Cortes area. This means you can receive Island Tides without having to
readers to the Salish Sea’s regional newspaper. That’s because we receive junk mail.
are featuring an in-depth article
We keep our newspaper
about the proposed run-of river
compact, do not carry flyers, except
power from the Bute Inlet.
for the occasional local community
Adding Quadra and Cortes to
ones, so the paper is very easy to
our roster this time brings us to a
recycle once the news has been
whopping 15,200 households
absorbed.
delivered. (We hope you will be
We are also a very good venue for
able to pass on your copy to
those who need to advertise further
Discovery
Islands’
‘Outer
afield than just their own Island: for
Islanders’ who did not get one in
all those ‘export’ businesses, such as
the mail.) We also hope you will
mail order, or for summer
email or write: about you, us, and
businesses that wish to attract
your Islands.
visitors from afar.
Island Tides has been
Most of all, we love being a hub of
publishing for 20 years to create a Island Tides at The Webster Awards night in November.
the happenings around the Salish
forum for BC’s Islanders from which to draw strength and Sea. We work hard to bring a westcoast perspective to worldwide
inspiration from knowing each other. This time, with the north and national topics and to bring to you a snapshot of Salish Sea
end of the Salish Sea on our roster, dare we claim ‘coast to coast news. We couldn’t do it without the warmth, encouragement and
to coast’ distribution!
respect of our readership and the great writing of our
Discovery Islanders can also join 3,000 other online readers contributors (over 100 writers in 2008, ranging from the
each edition, though we know many of our avid readers don’t do nationally published to first-time published). Last year, regular
the internet thing. However, if you get to Campbell River, you contributor Patrick Brown was a finalist in the Business,
will find print copies of Island Tides in one of our many yellow Industry & Economics category for BC’s Jack Webster
boxes at the Serious Coffee shop there. (East-side Vancouver journalism awards (see photo)!
Islanders along the highway are a little easier for us to reach
Here comes 2009, this might just be the turn-around year to
through our town and terminal yellow boxes).
a bright future for humankind.
C G-W

Readers’ Letters
Keeping The Power On Gabriola
Dear Editor:
Gabriolans are not wasteful with power but our grid is
vulnerable, for equipment reasons. Gabriola has a single-feed
connection from Cedar (in most other communities, load
imbalances can be much more easily evened out). BC Hydro says
part of the Okanagan has been experiencing the same difficulties
as Gabriola—our systems are uniquely isolated and so more
vulnerable.
There are some steps that are helpful for keeping the power
on—and back-on after a power-out. Turn off lights and all
appliances you aren’t using, and do your baking, laundry, and
run the dishwasher before 4pm or after 8pm. Such peak-shifting
is a big help for the entire system (this is just what we worked on
with the Beat-The-Peak demonstration in 2005).
A second, hugely helpful action is to turn off baseboards
heaters and appliances when the power fails. If we turn off
baseboards during a power failure, and turn them back on in
increments after power is restored, it is more likely that Hydro
can keep the power supply stable.
Sheila Malcomsen, Gabriola

Thank You, Road Crews!
Dear Editor:
As our unpredictable winter continues, I would like to take the
time, on behalf of Poet’s Cove and undoubtedly all Islanders, to
thank road maintenances crews for their hard work at keeping
the roads clear of snow and well-sanded.
As our staff have to drive from one end of Pender to the other
in order to get to work in a safe and timely matter, the roads that
we drive on are very crucial.
Snow removal must be a thankless job; when drivers are in a
hurry to get somewhere, the roads never seem to be done quickly
enough. But we have found that wasn’t the case throughout our
recent periods of adverse weather—we were quite surprised at
how timely we were dug out! It is for that reason that we would

like to extend our thanks to crews: your work does not go
unnoticed or unappreciated.
Esme Mills, Poets Cove Resort, South Pender

Gone The Way Of The Dodo
Dear Editor:
Stephen Harper proved his worth as a master strategist by
uniting the political right and rising to power as our minority
Prime Minister.
What we didn’t know was that Mr Harper cannot run a
country or that his political principles are very flexible. What a
disappointment!
Government errors include failing to see the coming of the
present economic collapse, and having no economic alternative
to his neo-con economic policies—which have caused so much
harm in the US. Stephen Harper, John Baird, and George Bush
are in denial that man-made pollutants are causing climate
change. With President Obama’s action on climate change,
Canada
will
be
left
behind
in
the
coming
technological/environmental revolution.
How can we ignore Mr Harper’s inability to run Parliament as
we had a needless election, followed by total chaos in the latest
session of the House of Commons. Our foreign policy, once a
bedrock of international respect, is in shambles after changing
foreign ministers three times in two years.
Mr Harper’s political principles, long touted as absolute, have
gone the way of the Dodo. Gone is an elected Senate, gone are
independent MPs who speak freely for their constituents, gone is
respect for Parliament. Gone is the man in whom so many
Canadians had faith.
David Hobson, Chemainus

Not So Super Ferries

Dear Editor:
Thanks for your excellent article by Patrick Brown on the new
and supposedly super BC ferries. The design flaws are obvious to
LETTERS, please turn to page 6

Coast C ottages
Authorized Representative For

The Wilderness Cabin Company
Coastal Power Service
(250) 383-2536 www.coastalpower.ca

B.C’s Premier Western Red Cedar
Home & Cabin Packages

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

(Adams Model as shown - $61,450)

All Inclusive Lock-Up Packages
WWW.WILDERNESSCABIN.COM

Coast
C ottages
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

(604) 886-0917
coast4cottages@dccnet.com

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Fri, Sat, & Sun, Jan 16, 17, 23, 24 & 25
Hedwig and the Angry Inch live, onstage—Nanaimo’s
Western Edge Theatre begins 2009 with the
raunchy, raucous rock extravaganza; the cult
classic includes a five-person rock ensemble •
GABRIOLA: Fri & Sat Jan 16 & 17: Surf Lodge,
7:30pm; NANAIMO: Fri, Sat & Sun Jan 23, 24,
25, Nanaimo Entertainment Centre (46 Nicol
St) 7:30pm, Sun 2pm • Tickets: $18 adults,
$15 seniors, $10 students online or Falconer Books (Port Place
Mall) and Gabriola Artworks • Info: www.westernedge.org 250325-7777, 1-888-320-3343 • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND AND IN
NANAIMO

Now thru Thurs, Jan 28
Registration for The Science & Art of Herbology—4th
annual 10-month apprenticeship; plant identification, extensive
herb research, medicine making, children, women & men’s health
and more • Starts Feb 1 then first Sunday of each month • Stowel
Lake Farm • Tuition $1,300 includes course material • Info:
Community Herbalist Saci Spindler 250-653-0068 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Sat, Jan 31, Thurs, Feb 5 & 12
Pender Film Group Screenings: SAT JAN 31: Vicky Cristina
Barcelona (2008)—directed by Woody Allan, holidaying
girlfriends become enamored with the same painter; THU FEB 5:
!SALUD! (2006)—Cuban healthcare system, how it sends its
doctors all over the world; THURS FEB 12: Priceless (2007)—a
young gold digger mistakenly woos a mild-mannered bartender
thinking he's a wealthy suitor • All films 7:30pm, except where
otherwise noted • Community Hall • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME!

Local and Salish
Sea-wide Visibility For
Your Event!

Mixing fresh
concrete at
your site

islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660

An Hour of CBC for Christmas ~ Jill Moran

M

y 25 year old niece and I live quite different lives. She’s
a London, Ontario university student with a penchant
for shopping and a devoted chihuahua, Bonita. I am 20
years her senior and live and work in BC’s Gulf Islands. Our
worlds came together in Toronto recently as audience members
attending the recording of CBC-TV’s The Hour.
It is encouraging that the primary audience for this show is
young, very young. A high school class
occupied about one half of the audience
at one taping and there were a scattering
of ‘old folks’ over thirty.
Much of The Hour’s audience appeal
is its host. George Stroumboulopoulos is
young, hip and urban and he has a
background with MuchMusic and CFNY
radio in Toronto.
The Hour is sugar-coated news and
photo: insidethecbc.com
interviews in an appealing package. The
host’s interview style is fast, intense and
casual. Get the kids to watch a segment about a pop star and they
will stick around to hear the politician later in the show.
At the Canadian Broadcasting Centre in Toronto, the Monday
through Thursday recording sessions of The Hour are well
organized and monitored by an enthusiastic staff behind the
scenes.
A party-like atmosphere prevailed before we entered the
studio with energy drinks, junk food and the occasional free book
or promo item from a guest. Copies of Good Magazine, a selfproclaimed ‘collaboration of individuals, businesses, and
nonprofits pushing the world forward making a magazine,
videos, and events for people who give a damn’ were also
scattered about the waiting area—another indication of
influencing this young impressionable audience.
Once in the studio, we were hosted in a maitre-d-like fashion
and shown to our seats. The space was intimate with some chairs

Round The Islands

Port Theatre Arts
Endowment Fund
Naniamo’s Port Theatre Society has received a second BC Arts
Renaissance Fund matching grant of $130,000. Last year The
Port Theatre received a matching grant of $222,000. The total
for the Endowment Fund is now $710,674.31. The Port Theatre
is one of a very few regional performing arts centres in Canada
that have an endowment fund.
The Port Theatre Society’s aim is to stimulate and enhance
artistic, cultural and economic activities in the central Vancouver
Island region through the operations of the performing arts
centre on the waterfront in downtown Nanaimo. Over 100,000
people attend 225 events each year at the Port Theatre.
The society’s endowment fund continues to grow with gifts

just below the platform with the red interview chairs. The
audience capacity is less than 200. The stage manager welcomed
us and told us when and how to clap and cheer, then the show
began in real time.
Although recorded, The Hour is packaged and recorded as if
it were live to air. This increases the energy level in the room with
George bouncing from the red chair to filming in front of a green
screen and back again while the
audience watches on large monitors,
watching what will in due course appear
on our TVs at home. Breaks for
commercials and the time during
previously taped interviews are filled
with an amicable staffer giving away
prizes and George available to answer
questions.
My question was who is on George’s
wish list of future interviews. His reply
allowed him to remind us that Steven
Harper refused to return his calls but that newly appointed
Liberal party leader Michael Ignatieff was on board for an
interview the following day. George’s other desired interview was
Neil Young. How many members of the audience knew who he
is? Now they might find out.
I find the appeal and content of The Hour promising for our
youth and its future. Stroumboulopoulos’ popularity enables the
education of young people in national and world issues and even
the education of ‘old fogeys over 30’ in pop culture. It is good for
us as a Canadian community. George brings worlds and
generations together, as he did for my niece and I.
George Stroumboulopoulos is also the face behind CBC’s
environmental conservation campaign ‘One Million Acts of
Green’ which encourages all Canadians to conserve in small yet
significant ways. At press time, the count stands at 714,000 acts.
Add yours by visiting www.green.cbc.ca. 0
from donors, matching grants
from the BC Arts Renaissance
Fund and $1 from every ticket
sold at the theatre. Current
policy is to reinvest the annual
interest earned by the fund. Once the Endowment Fund reaches
$1 million the Board of Directors will allocate the annual interest
to current operating and capital projects.
The BC Arts Renaissance Fund is an endowment and
development fund established by a grant of $25 million from the
Province of British Columbia to support arts and culture
organizations across British Columbia. The BC Arts Renaissance
Fund’s endowment program assists British Columbia’s nonprofit arts and culture organizations to build permanent
endowment funds through matching grants. Income generated
from fund capital provides annual revenues to ensure long-term
financial stability and enable new opportunities for growth.

Grow Your Own Grains In The
Cowichan Valley
An organic farm in the Cowichan Valley is inviting the public to
learn how to grow grains. Members of the Island Grains project
will learn to sow, tend and harvest their own grains, with the
support of Makaria Farm and other participants.

Your Island’s Concrete Solution
With Onsite Concrete there is no waste and
less impact on the environment.
Slinger services also available.

30

YEARS EXPERIENCE

OnsiteConcrete.ca
1-877-MIX-HERE (649-4373)

Growing grains is a way to take responsibility for our food. It’s
a major step toward food security in the Cowichan region and on
the Islands, say organizers. Individuals, families and groups are
perfectly capable of growing their own grain supply. 1/40 of an
acre (roughly 1,100 sq.ft) produces a standard yield of 60lbs of
wheat—enough for a loaf or two of bread every week for a year.
The $65-per-family membership includes at least four
workshops over the growing season, focusing on the planning,
sowing, tending, and harvesting stages. Special guest speakers –
such as Dan Jason of Salt Spring Seeds and the Seed and Plant
Sanctuary for Canada—help teach participants about small-scale
grain growing on the West Coast.
Participants don’t require any growing experience, although
grains might be just the adventure a long-time gardener is
looking for. Each membership includes a 200 sq.ft ‘starter’ plot
at Makaria Farm, where members will put their new skills into
action.
For more information on the Island Grains project, visit the
website at www.islandgrains.com or call Makaria Farm at 250597-3276.

Galiano Community Food Program
Galiano’s thriving Community Food Program is an initiative of
the Galiano Club and is funded by Vancity, the Vancouver
RTI, please turn to page 7
OKAY

SOUNDS
GOOD

AS LONG AS WE
ALL STICK TOGETHER
WE’LL BE FINE.

SURE

How do you stay in touch if the power goes out? Well, you can get outage updates by calling 1 888 POWERON (1 888 769 3766) or *HYDRO (*49376) from your
cell phone. If you have a web-enabled cell phone or PDA visit bchydro.com/mobile. To check broadcasts, keep a battery-powered radio in your emergency kit.
And if you have internet access go to bchydro.com/outages, which also provides info on being prepared. IN A POWER OUTAGE, KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.

OKAY
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GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

Net Damage

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

SHORELINE
DESIGN

LETTERS, from page 4
frequent users. I rode the late ferry from Tsawwassen to
Nanaimo recently in moderately windy conditions, and parked
second vehicle back on the car deck. I spent the entire trip
cowering in my seat as waves continuously broke over my car
during the passage. BC Ferries refuses to accept that as being
anything other than ‘normal’ and what should be expected in
average sailing conditions. My advice to your readers—make
darn sure you aren’t parked anywhere near the front of those
vessels if that is normal. The advice I have received is that the salt
damage from that two hour inundation is likely permanent. BC
Ferries also refuses to accept that advice.
As to the interior, I was also told by on-board staff that the
business section is only opened on weekends if the vessel is
exceptionally full. Since only a handful of computer desks are
provided, and there was a long line up waiting to use them, that
meant I had to work at a table in the overcrowded cafeteria
section. Why build in a business section and permanently close
it? Again, no answers. Bring back the old ferries, please!
Katherine Gordon, Gabriola Island

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Dear Editor:
I share Mark Shaw’s concerns about the wasteful netting of
herring for their roe in Georgia Strait. It breaks my heart to see
wonderful salmon enhancement projects along the remaining
streams feeding the strait, undermined by this slaughter. Chum,
coho, spring, harbour porpoises, orca and eagles are just a short
list struggling to survive on this basic food group. Please write the
DFO to stop this practice.
Don Williams, Pender Island
MARITIME MUDDLE from page 1
plans, the Local Trust Committee requested its removal in April,
2006. No action was taken by the marina owners; the barge
again sank and was refloated that July. In August the Trust
commenced legal action.
In June, 2007, the BC Supreme Court ruled that the Land Use
Bylaw applied, and that the building contravened the Bylaw. The
marina owners appealed the judgment, and the case was heard
by the BC Court of Appeal in April, 2008. The Appeal Court’s
decision rejecting the appeal upholds the right of the Islands
Trust to regulate structures and property uses in Salt Spring
Island’s harbours.
The Appeal Court’s judgment has a strong flavour of Lewis
Carroll. How the floating structure should actually be designated
was the crux of the case.
The barge had been used for many years to transport
petroleum products up and down the BC coast. It is about 88’

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca
E-mail: information@islandstrust.bc.ca

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
The South Pender Island Local Trust Committee is requesting expressions of interest for up to five (5) positions on the
Advisory Planning Commission. The term would be effective January, 2009 to January, 2012. As required by the Local
Government Act, appointees must be electors of the South Pender Island Local Trust Area and two-thirds (2/3) of the APC
must be residents of the South Pender Island Local Trust Area.
Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience for the positions, by 4:30 p.m., Friday, January 30,
2009 to:

The Democratic Difference
Dear Editor:
Since my days are largely absorbed by operating a business, I am
encouraged to see my retired elders taking up the myriad tasks
that democracy requires; caring for the unwell and less
fortunate, agitating for public facilities, protecting nature’s still
abundant support, expanding educational opportunities and
enabling the arts to foment crucial and thought-provoking
messages for our minds and souls.
America’s recent choice of a multi-racial president who
envisions environmental consciousness and international
collaboration, shows that, as democratic citizens, we hold the
power to support such a leader in any country. (An American
immigrant to Canada observed that while visiting California last
fall he was unable to contact many of his friends; turns out they
were all away in other states doing the footwork in a massive
grassroots voter mobilization effort—street, print and web.)
In Canada, we have the formidable obstacle of an electoral
system that let’s a party with 40% of the popular vote garner 60%
of the representatives and 100% of the power—seems we have
electile dysfunction. It is emphatically time to get to the task of
selecting a suitable variation of this voting style; otherwise we
encourage voter apathy and enable heavy-handed ‘leadership’.
Happily, BC came close to choosing proportional representation
in the last referendum and the campaign to succeed in the May
12 referendum has be launched.
A fellow member of the BC Sustainable Energy Association’s
LETTERS, please turn to page 7
long, 28’ wide, and almost 7’ high. But before arriving in Ganges
Harbour, the barge had been retired from active service and
converted to a sports fishing lodge with the addition of a two
storey building in 1995. In March, 2000, it sank at its mooring; a
court decision held that the resultant damage was not covered by
a marine policy insuring against ‘perils of the sea’. It was soon
after that it was installed in Ganges Harbour.
When the barge returned to court in 2006, the Islands Trust
said it was a building or structure, and was thus subject to the
Land Use Bylaw, and it was too big. Owners B&B Ganges Marina
Ltd said it was a ship or a vessel and thus could not be regulated
by the local bylaws. Even if it was not a ship, its purpose was
ancillary to ‘Navigation and Shipping’ and so jurisdiction became
a constitutional question. Mr Justice Tysoe, for the BC Supreme
Court, spent some time researching exactly what a ship or a
vessel was; the Canada Shipping Act says: ‘a vessel used in
navigation and not propelled by oars’ and ‘a lighter, barge or like
vessel used in navigation in Canada however propelled.’ Further,
it says a ‘’vessel’ includes any ship or boat or any other
description of vessel used or designed to be used in navigation.’
After much consideration, Judge Tysoe concluded that the
‘floating structure’ (one of the Appeal Court judges later
described this as a ‘euphemism’) ‘may be a ship for one purpose
and not a ship for another purpose….’ He also wrote: ‘the fact
that a floating structure is not self-propelled does not mean that
it is not used in navigation, and hence, not a ship’, and ‘a ship
continues to be a ship when at rest and not being actually used in
navigation at the time in question’ and ‘depending on the
circumstances, a barge can be determined to be a ship or
determined not to be a ship.’ He concluded that municipal
bylaws can apply to ships as long as the bylaws ‘do not interfere
with navigation.’ He finally decided that the PWD#315 ‘is not a
ship or vessel at the present time.’

The ‘Boat’ That Wouldn’t Float

South Pender Island Local Trust Committee
c/o Kathy Jones
Islands Trust,
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8
Fax: (250) 405-5155 or
Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

NOTICE OF THE
GALIANO, MAYNE, NORTH PENDER, SOUTH PENDER, SATURNA
AND EXECUTIVE ISLANDS LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEES
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca
E-mail: information@islandstrust.bc.ca
THIS NOTICE STATES THE PLACES TO LOCATE YOUR ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE’S (LTC),
2009 REGULAR SCHEDULED ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE, POSTED ON ISLAND BULLETIN BOARDS
GALIANO ISLAND
• South Community Hall: 141 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• North Community Hall: 20925 Porlier Pass Rd.
• Galiano Trustee office: 2540 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• Activity Centre: 1290 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• Daystar Market
• Corner Store
• Marina Bulletin Board

MAYNE ISLAND
• Agricultural Hall: 430 Fernhill Rd.
• Mayne Street Mall: Village Bay Rd.
• Fernhill Centre: Fernhill Rd.
• Miners Bay Trading Post: Fernhill Rd.

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
• Pender Island Community Hall: 4418 Bedwell Harbour Rd.
• Islands Trust Bulletin Board at Driftwood Centre
• Public Bulletin board at Driftwood Centre
• Magic Lake Market Bulletin Board
• Library Bulletin Board

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
• South Pender Island Fire Hall
• Islands Trust Bulletin Board at Driftwood Centre
• Public Bulletin board at Driftwood Centre
• Magic Lake Market Bulletin Board

SATURNA ISLAND
• Saturna Community Hall: East Point Rd.
• Saturna Recreation Centre: 104 Harris Rd.
• General Store Bulletin Boards
• Saturna Point Store

EXECUTIVE - ISLANDS
• Islands Trust Office – Victoria (see *Note below)

*NOTE: ALL LTC MEETING SCHEDULES ALSO FOUND AT THE ISLANDS TRUST OFFICE
(#200 – 1627 FORT ST. VICTORIA) AND WEBSITE – www.islandstrust.bc.ca

The Appeal Court’s ‘Reasons for Decision’ is a fine example of dry
legal wit, written with such thoroughness that the reader must
conclude that the writers derived some enjoyment from the
research and argument that it contained, though probably not
from the days in court.
During the appeal, the B&B Ganges Marina argued that a
registered vessel, such as the barge, always remains a ship when
it was being navigated, and therefore only federal law and not
local bylaws could regulate its location or movement. This
‘Constitutional’ argument was rejected by the Appeal Court, on
the basis that there was no conflict since the barge was not being
navigated, and such ruling would give ‘sweeping immunity’ to
the PWD#315. (Its owners didn’t have to navigate it away—‘the
method of removal is the owners’ choice.’)
Meanwhile, there’s a new Canada Shipping Act. It now says
that a ‘vessel’ means a ‘boat, ship or craft designed, used, or
capable of being used solely or partly for navigation in, on,
through or immediately above water, without regard to method
or lack of propulsion….’ (This new definition includes both
submarines and hovercraft—but maybe not floatplanes.)
Cutting through the definitions, Mr Justice Chaisson, for the
Court of Appeal, came to the conclusion that, whether or not it
was a ship, it was also, for the purposes of the Bylaw, a building
and a structure, and the Bylaw applied.
Mr Justice Smith concurred in most of this and added that if
the floating structure was not a boat, the Bylaw did not permit it
to be moored at the marina, and if it was not a ship or a vessel,
then the federal jurisdiction over navigation did not apply. He
then went on to conclude that it was none of these, since it was
no longer ‘designed to be used in navigation,’ and that having to
tow it away would not change that.
And finally, PWD#315’s registration under the Canada
Shipping Act would not necessarily prove that PWD#315 was a
ship or a vessel. After all, he remarked, there was nothing in the
Act which required the Chief Registrar to investigate whether
objects offered for registration were within the definitions of
‘ship’ or ‘vessel’. Happy New Year, Court of Appeal! 0
This article can be found at www.islandtides.com, in the
Reprints section of our online archive, go through ‘Trust
Matters,’ box in left column. It is an easy size to email.
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GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $575*
Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s rental.
* Rates subject to change.

Rent or Lease

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Infra-red Saunas

Sales & Service

LTD.

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term:
Wonderful recently renovated 3
bedroom, 2 bathroom two storey
home—$1200.
Quiet area, cozy SW facing 1
bedroom home. Stove, fridge/freezer,
washer/dryer—$700.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

RTI from page 5
Foundation and the Victoria Foundation.
The program is guided by a steering committee
comprised of volunteers from a variety of
backgrounds. The original Community Consultation
Tea was attended by 80 Galianoites who passionately
discussed their vision for several hours. A survey was
sent to every Island household, to refine these results.
Objectives identified were: capacity-building,
resource-sharing, increasing food security and food
safety, increasing community cohesiveness, increasing
knowledge about growing food, increasing local
production of foodstuffs and reaching the isolated
segments of the community.
Galiano’s Food Program went into action in
February 2008 when two job-sharing coordinators
were hired. Since then, Janice Oakley and Martine
Paulin have orchestrated community events, and
organized volunteers and participants.
The program’s many 2008 activities included:
Nettlefest 2008 (which promises to become a yearly
event); FoodSafe certification sessions; artisan breadmaking workshops; a community-supported
agriculture presentation; several community
‘kitchens,’ lunches and dinners, including a dinner at
the local seniors’ residence; cooking on a budget
workshops, visits to local farms, coupled with a winter
LETTERS from previous page
letter-writing committee recounted her reason for her
longstanding membership in another such group in
England. One of the policy makers to whom she had
been writing, told her she was the main source of his
education on the topic at hand. He appreciated that her
efforts prevented his voting in ignorance of pertinent
facts.
When David Anderson was our federal Minister of
the Environment I heard him say politicians count one
letter to mean there are some hundreds of others with
similar views. Now that’s leverage! Some research, a
terse, informative letter—time well spent.
Coalition, cooperation, consensus and the like are
the rising tide. Want good leaders? Be active citizens!
Peter Judd, Mayne Island

National Unity
Dear Editor:
Politicians unable to promote unpopular issues by
honorable means resort to the dishonourable. The
Honorable Steven Harper resorted to the latter
alternative. Having failed to weaken the opposition
financially and in preventing government employees
from standing up for their interests, he accuses the
same opposition of uncooperative attitude to gain
undeserved public support.
By making a further somersault in logic, he also
accuses them of threatening Canadian unity. His aim is
to scare the public, discredit a potential coalition and

gulfislandspas.com

Specializing in…

250-538-8244

PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

100 Twinflower Way, Salt Spring

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

FOR SALE

27ft trawler. Great weekend and
fishing boat, sleeps 4. Many updates
and extras. In excellent condition.
$28,500. For detals and pictures call
250-539-2884 or 250-246-4652

Serving All The Gulf Islands

Insured • Licensed

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

MOORINGS

Greenhouses
for Farm
and Garden
Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island
Tel: (604) 532-1817
www.steelgc.com

gardening workshop, a garlic-planting workshop, a
fruit and vegetable canning workshop; a community
co-op garlic crop planted in a beautiful garden, made
available by a generous member of the community; a
deer butchering workshop; a community-wide fish
canning session; and a community Christmas dinner.
Future initiatives include a mandate to study the
feasibility of having a Meals-on-Wheels service for
Galiano. The program has also received a grant from
the Vancouver Island Health Authority to determine
more precisely Galiano’s current levels of food safety
and sustainability.
The Galiano Food Program would not have the
same level of visibility, were it not for the coordinators
and members of the steering committee taking part in
various local events throughout the year to promote
the objectives of the program.
Janice and Martine are compiling a list of books,
films, articles, and radio broadcasts revolving around
food skills, sustainability and security. They have
participated in workshops offered on the Mainland
and are networking with other communities with
similar programs, including Mayne Islanders’ ‘Cool
Community’ gatherings.
To contact the program: call 250-539-2175, option
2 or email galianofoodprograms@gmail.com. 0

emerge as The Savior of National Unity. So far he has
been successful! What scares me is the gullibility of
Canadians that may allow him to get away with this
deception!
The Bloc is the only party that represents the
interests of French-speaking Quebecois at federal level.
It includes separatists—all those Quebecois who wish
to be recognized as a distinct society within the
Confederation, just as our First Nations do. Through
cooperation with other opposition parties they can play
a positive role in the life of the entire nation, thereby
increasing their sense of belonging and national pride.
Naturally such cooperation serves Quebec interests.
The Conservative Party serves the interests of
transnational corporations and Alberta deep
integrationists. Is that any better? The NDP promotes
the interests of the middle and working classes as well
as the classless. The Liberals appeal to Canadians leftand-right of the centre. They all play a role within our
democracy, including the Bloc. That is how democracy
functions!
Indeed a form of cooperation with the Bloc, if
recognized and accepted by the public, would actually
strengthen Canadian unity. By demonizing the Bloc
and ‘exiling’ it from our Confederation, the real threat
to unity and to the future of our country is Harper
himself and, if they stand behind him in this vital
matter, his party as well.
Frank S. Tompa, Pender Island 0

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

MOVED
HOMES

INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

Al Klyne
Nanaimo: 250-591-5444
Mayne Is: 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE

• Concrete forming and
framing
• House kit assembly
• Project management
• General contracting
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

N

FREE!

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
KLYNE
Hot Tubs CONSTRUCTION

FOR RENT

L

AUTOMOTIVE

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

BUTE POWER from page 2

Comparing
Environmental Impact
In the Peace River Valley, much has
been made of the impact of another
reservoir on the river, with the prime
argument being against further loss of
the rural land base to provide power
for city customers a long way away.
The Plutonic Bute Inlet proposal
provides an opportunity to compare
the environmental impact of Site-C
with the concentrated and cumulative
impact of a combined number of runof-river generation projects within a
limited area of BC’s coast.
It is clear from the extent of the
power collection system (not to
mention the 200km high tension
transmission powerline) that the
environmental impact of the run-ofriver project extends far beyond the
river valleys through which the
proponent has requested rights of way;
far greater than the 450 square
kilometres of Crown land sought by
Plutonic.
Along the shores of Bute and
Loughborough Inlet, power lines and
their rights of way would scar the
landscape. Not that all of the Bute Inlet
area is pristine. There have been
logging shows ‘up the Bute’ for at least
seventy years–railways, skylines,
steam donkeys, and hand-logging
straight down to the saltchuck.
The feeder valleys are steep-sided,
much of the timber is of low quality,
and scree and slides make travel and
road-building difficult. It is the narrow
valley-bottoms of many of these
valleys that Plutonics’ power lines and
access roads would fill and disturb
massively. In fact, the scale of this
project will change the ecosystem of a
very large area of coastal forest,
mountain, and valley.
It is reported that some 23 varieties
of fish (including all five major
varieties of salmon) are found in these
rivers and streams; salmon, in
particular, are a major source of
nutrients for both animals and plants.
The network of transmission lines and
roads will fragment whatever
wilderness is left.

The OPA study
Plutonic officials refer often to an
Ontario Power Authority study that
scored run-of-river generation more
favourably than virtually any other
power
source
in
terms
of
environmental impact. However, that
study, mainly designed to compare
various combustion strategies for
fossil-fueled generation against
nuclear power, excluded: ‘site specific’
factors, cumulative impacts, factors
that applied to only one class of power
generation, and the impact of
transmission lines.

New Study Needed
Environmental concerns may be the
reason for the mid-December
government announcement that
industry regulator, BC Utilities
Commission (BCUC), will conduct a
study of 30-year power transmission
needs for the province, starting this
March.
David Emerson, CEO of the BC
Transmission Corporation (BCTC)
said that BCTC would use the results of
the study to ensure that ‘public
infrastructure is in place on time to
support clean energy.’

‘Footprints’
The arguments so far about ‘green’
power generation have mainly been
about public power versus private
power, and the distribution of financial
risk. But at least equally important is
comparison of the environmental
footprint of large ‘legacy’ hydroelectric
power development and multiple ‘runof-river’ generation projects.
For both the Bute Inlet proposal
and Site-C, the footprint is much larger
than the immediate sites, including
not only the surrounding area, but also
downstream effects, fish and wildlife
migration, greenhouse gas emissions,
visibility, sustainability and mitigation
of the total ecosystem, and the
foreclosure of other land uses. 0
This article can be found at
www.islandtides.com, in the Reprints
section of our online archive, go
through ‘Energy,’ box in left column. It
is an easy size to email.
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Travel With A Difference ~ Sara Miles

La Caceria: Deer Hunting in the Sierra

Build with Linwood

Photo: Sara Miles

‘S

animals. I can not understand a word he says,
but his eyes tell me everything. He does not
shiver once. Not even at 2am, when I think I
might be getting frostbite.
The three men stand at the front of the
pickup box, each with one hand on the roof rack
for balance and the other shifting his rifle on his
shoulder every now and then. As the 4x4 crawls
over the rocks and arroyos of the Sierra, I try to
amuse myself with what must be the most
brilliant night sky in the world. A million points
of light pierce the black void above us while
Eduardo’s spotlight illuminates the trees and
bushes in the night like a sun.
Yes, we are hunting deer in
the dark with lights. This
sensitive environmentalist
from the Gulf Islands is as
surprised as you might be to
The complete solution for your
find herself engaging in the act
primary residence or vacation home.
we call pitlamping. Such a
dirty word. What am I doing
• True craftsmanship in cedar, post &
beam, timber frame or hybrid
here? The poor, helpless
animals. It is so unfair,
• Canada’s largest brand
blinding them with lights and
name supplier of custom
homes
then killing them. Savages.
However, I am a guest, and a
• Guaranteed pricing
& solid warranty
girl. Girls do not usually go
package
hunting here, so I feel
privileged to have been
invited. Hunting is a passion
for these men. I keep my
Now in the Gulf Islands!
mouth shut and try to figure
out (with my terrible Spanish)
Call 250-931-8881 www.linwoodhomes.com
what the heck is going on.

ara, are you coming? It will be cold.’ Ha,
I think. I am from Canada. How cold
can it be? Well, let me tell you, it gets
cold in Mexico!
All my thermal layers, my woolies and my
ski jacket barely keep the chill off. I sit on a
cushion and lean against the F250 tailgate and
try to convince myself that I am not cold. They
say you can control it with your mind.
Apparently my mind is weaker than Manuel’s—
he wears a ballcap and a Raiders jacket. He is
the one who lives out here, the one who knows
the deer trails, and has the wise mountain eyes
that belong to the sky and the trees and the

MEXICAN SIERRA MADRE

I am in Northern Mexico, in the state of
Durango on a ranch in the sierra. The ranch is
owned by the compadre of my boyfriend’s
father. Pitlamping is illegal here too, as it is in
BC, but we have permission to hunt on this
ranch so it works a little differently.
As we cruise along through the night, the
men share stories: past hunting trips, strange
things they have seen in the sky, anything they
think of. The conversation may lull, but it never
stops and it is always friendly. They ask me if I
am okay. ‘Bien, bien,’ I say. I crane my neck to
see into the night. The spotlight moves quickly
across the land. I wonder how the heck we will
ever catch a deer like this, let alone see one.
What is the point of it all? We are whispering,
but the truck is not exactly silent. They tell me
that the easiest way to hunt deer is to sit and
wait for them to come by a food or water source.
I think, Why don’t we do that?
And then, suddenly I see how it works.
Eduardo spots a deer. Well, he spots the eyes.
They glow. Like a deer caught in the headlights.
It is true. But after they have a good look
through the rifle sight, we move on.
They do not take the does because they want
more deer. Eduardo explains that some hunters
take anything they can get. I can see that these
men honour the land. They do not litter. They
do not cut live trees for firewood. They are
patient and in between hunts they practice at
the shooting range. They will wait for a wily stag
to make his mistake and then, if they are a good
shot, if they are lucky, they may take home a
trophy, and many rewarding meals.
We find five does and two stags on our
outing tonight. I do not even see the stags. By
the time the light is on the animal and I have
turned my head to see him, he is gone into the
night. Perhaps they are not so helpless after
all... Besides, these amigos do not go hunting
just to kill an animal. The prey is a good
challenge, but it is also an excuse to accomplish
other things. It is an opportunity to be outdoors
and bond with friends. It is a time to live simply.
We hunt, we eat, we drink. We walk, we work,

we hunt. It is an unlucky weekend in terms of
bringing an animal home, but we are lucky to
have this experience, even if we do not catch a
damn thing. As Eduardo says, ‘It is the luck of
the hunter.’
Many Canadians travel to Mexico in the
winter for the sun and the sand. I recommend
heading inland if you want to experience a
different Mexico, not as hot as the coast, but
still warmer than Canada, and possibly richer in
terms of authenticity. This state, which is
shaped like a heart on the map, offers a wealth
of Mexican history and culture. Heck, Pancho
Villa was from here! Durango has also been a
centre for Western movie-making for many
years. I happened to meet the man who owns
the ranch where they filmed A Man Named
Horse.
Much of the architecture in Durango is
hundreds of years old and the scenery varies
throughout the state, from cactus to pines or
mesquite forests. Moreover, the locals treat you
like a human being because they are not
inundated with tourists. Many people have
studied English and they jump at the chance to
practice it, but it helps to know at least some
basic Spanish if you want to be comfortable
here. Besides hunting and fishing, you can find
beautiful places to go rock climbing, diving at
the dams or horseback riding in the sierra.
There are also many hot springs, called
balnearios, throughout the state.
There is an airport in Durango, but you can
also fly to Torreon, which is only a two hour
drive away. If you fly to Mazatlan you will have
to cross the sierra to get there; it can be a
harrowing trip, as it is one of the most
dangerous roads in Mexico.
If you are interested in visiting San Pedro de
los Pinos, the ranch described in this story,
email me at durangohunting@gmail.com.
Eduardo and I will help you plan your own
hunting trip and make you feel welcome in this
beautiful state. You can also find tourist
information at www.visitadurango.com.mx. 0
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