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Sealion season. About 1,000 sealions gathered at Coon Bay on Galiano in December. This crowd are at Dionisio Point with a view of Porlier Pass and Valdes Island.

Salish Orca arrives

The first of three new Salish Class vessels built
for BC Ferries, Salish Orca, arrived in British
Columbia on January 17. The vessel reached
BC waters after a 50-day 10,440 nautical mile
journey from Gdansk, Poland.
After Salish Orca clears Canadian Customs
and final inspections are complete, the vessel
will be officially handed over to BC Ferries.
Over the next couple of months, crews will be
trained and familiarized in the operation of this
new state-of-the-art ship. Following public
open houses in Powell River and Comox, Salish
Orca will start service on that route in the
spring of 2017.
‘This is a very exciting day for all of us at BC
Ferries as we proudly welcome this beautiful
ship, Salish Orca, home to British Columba and
into our fleet,’ said Mike Corrigan, BC Ferries’
President and CEO. ‘The Salish Class vessels
will provide us cost savings, and efficiencies
with standardized vessels, and greater

interoperability; as well as enhance safety well
into the future. They are very well built ships,
which will serve our customers for many years
to come.’
The Salish Class vessels are BC Ferries’ first
natural gas-fuelled vessels. Using natural gas
as the primary fuel source is expected to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by approximately
15–25%, reduce sulphur oxides (SOx) by over
85%, reduce nitrogen oxides (NOx) by over
50%, and nearly eliminate particulate matter.
The 107-metre Salish Class ships will carry
145 vehicles and up to 600 passengers and
crew. The vessels feature two car decks and
have a service speed of 15.5 knots. Each ship is
powered by three Wartsila 8L20DF engines.
Gross tonnage of each ship is 8,728 tonnes.
Salish Orca’s sister ships, Salish Eagle and
Salish Raven, are expected to arrive in BC. this
spring and will start service in the Southern
Gulf Islands later this year. 0
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St John Point conservation bid

Mayne Island Conservancy has announced announce a new
cross-border initiative to purchase and protect St John
Point, a 64-acre shorefront property on the southeast tip of
Mayne Island. The conservancy says St John Point is a jewel
of the region, one of only seven remaining undeveloped,
privately-owned properties in the Islands Trust Area that
are larger than 50 acres and have more than a 1.6km of
ocean front.
The property, long owned by three brothers, has been
placed on the open market. If sold, it will be eligible for
subdividing into six shorefront lots for residential
development. But the brothers, now in their 70s and 80s,
wish to leave a legacy on Mayne Island, and have agreed to
sell it for a greatly reduced rate to the Conservancy, provided
they raise the funds by the end of 2017.
The international campaign marks a new style of
conservation work for the grassroots Mayne Island
Conservancy, whose mission is to ‘preserve the ecology of
the island and to promote harmony with nature among the
region’s residents and visitors’.
As two of the brothers are American, a US-based
nonprofit called the American Friends of Canadian Land
Trusts has joined forces with the Conservancy. Together, the
two organizations can create a transaction that accesses both
Canadian and US tax incentives available to landowners
who conserve their property in perpetuity.
‘It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for us—the property
has been carefully tended over the years and is in beautiful
environmental condition,’ says Helen O’Brian, campaign
chair. ‘St John Point is part of the highly endangered Coastal
Douglas Fir ecosystem, and is home to several species at risk.
It also has high potential for light recreation—walking,
birdwatching, kayaking. We’re all imagining our children
ST JOHN POINT, please scroll to next page
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New management for
Great Bear Rainforest

Shawnigan Lake court ruling shows up
weakness in community water regulation
Blaise Salmon

A decision in November by the BC Court of Appeal
appears to have opened the door for the province’s
2,600 rock and gravel quarries to enter the lucrative
contaminated soil disposal business.
Madam Justice Daphne Smith, overturning an
earlier BC Supreme Court decision, ruled that the
zoning powers of the Cowichan Valley Regional
District could not prevent the operation of a
controversial contaminated fill site in a gravel
quarry near Shawnigan Lake. This decision, which
the CVRD has asked leave to appeal to the Supreme
Court of Canada, was a setback for Shawnigan
residents engaged in a long battle to protect their
drinking water.

the deal. Thus a quarry owner can avoid the
considerable expense of hiring engineers or other
professionals on a fee-for-service basis, and instead
form a business venture with the engineers. The
engineers get paid only if the project goes ahead.
This is contrary to commonsense if you want
objective engineering advice, but evidently the
province has no problem with it; government
acknowledged that such a partnership was fine with
them; ‘independent’ expertise isn’t a government
requirement.
In summary, three aspects of BC’s regulatory
regime—no local zoning concerns, no siting
requirements, and no independence of experts—
have set the stage for gravel quarries all over the
No Location Requirement
BC has no site requirements for contaminated soil province to jump into the lucrative contaminatedfacilities in a quarry. Under BC’s Mines Act, any fill disposal market.
The potential profits are enormous. To take just
quarry can apply for a permit to accept
one
example, the federal government is now
contaminated waste, regardless of where it is
located, and how close it is to a drinking water spending over $780 million on the clean-up of
source. No independent environmental assessment contamination at the Esquimalt Graving Docks.
is required. This can be a problem, as sand and Over $5.8 billion in contaminated site clean-up
gravel quarries are typically porous, and often a bad costs was set in 2015 by the federal government
place to store soil which can contain a long list of alone.
Threat To Drinking Water
contaminants, including hydrocarbons, dioxins,
However, contaminated-fill disposal does lead to a
heavy metals and PCB’s.
In the Shawnigan case, the contaminated landfill fundamental problem: significant threats to both
site is in a quarry situated four kilometres uphill drinking water and the environment. As in
from the lake, in a provincially designated Shawnigan Lake, affected communities can be
Community Watershed which provides drinking expected to protest, strongly.
The Shawnigan ruling shows just how little
water for 12,000 people. The main feeder creek to
the lake flows directly through the quarry property. regulation exists to constrain others who might be
In the words of one hydrogeologist , ‘It would be tempted to enter the lucrative contaminated soil
hard to imagine a worse place to locate a business. And judging from Shawnigan’s
contaminated fill site.’ However the fact remains: experience, contaminated site owners can expect
legislated support despite public opposition.
the province has no location requirements.
Tragically, the provincial government has
While this is bad news for drinking water, it
points to a new line of business for quarries, which abandoned its vital water protection role, putting
are often located conveniently close to population both public health and the environment at risk.
Premier Christy Clark and Environment Minister
centres with a need for disposal sites.
Mary Polak bear responsibility for this.
No Independent Expert
The regulations must change. Unfortunately, this
The ‘professional reliance’ model used by the
may not be until after irreversible harm has been
province does not require the use of arms length
done to aquifers and surface water which provide
professionals. The professionals who submit a
drinking water in BC.
contaminated site proposal, which the government
relies on to make its decision, can be paid with a Blaise Salmon is a member of the Shawnigan
share of the profits once the government approves Water research team. 0
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The Great Bear Rainforest (Forest Management)
Act took effect on January 1. The Great Bear
Rainforest covers 6.4 million hectares on British
Columbia’s north and central coast, and is home to
26 First Nations. One-third of the area is fully
protected, while the remainder allows low-impact
resource development activities, such as forestry,
tourism and hydro-electric generation, to support
the people living in the area.
The agreement to enact the legislation was
reached between the Province of BC, Coastal First
Nations and Nanwakolas Council for management
of the area, based on recommendations submitted
by three environmental groups (Greenpeace, Sierra
Club BC, and Stand) and five forest companies (BC
Timber Sales, Catalyst Paper, Howe Sound Pulp &
Paper, Interfor and Western Forest Products).
Last fall, the Great Bear Rainforest was endorsed
as a forest conservation project under the
prestigious Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy
Initiative. As a lasting legacy, the Province is
creating the $1-million Great Bear Rainforest
Education and Awareness Trust. Funds will
support the development of teacher and student
resources, raising public awareness of this unique
area, resource management practices and ongoing
research.
The BC government says that the regulations
create eight new special forest management areas
totalling 263,612 hectares; reconfigure timber
supply areas to align with the Great Bear
Rainforest’s geographic boundaries; set the
allowable annual cut for the entire Great Bear
Rainforest to 2.5 million cubic metres per year for
the next 10 years; and provide the new allowable
annual cut for each of the forest licences affected by
the legislation.
Special forest management areas are areas
where commercial timber harvesting is not
allowed. The new special forest management areas
are Braden (34,541 hectares), Broughton (1,447
hectares), Gil Island (23,295 hectares), Green
(27,319 hectares), Kimsquit (104,317 hectares),
Kitsault (63,131 hectares), King Island (9,241
hectares) and Thurlow (321 hectares).
Under the regulations, the North Coast, MidCoast, Kingcome and Strathcona timber supply
areas are replaced by the new and reconfigured
Great Bear Rainforest North, Great Bear Rainforest
South and North Island timber supply areas. The
changes were necessary so that these timber supply
areas match the boundaries of the Great Bear
Rainforest. 0
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and grandchildren there, decades from now. It’s
just a beautiful place.’
Mayne Island has the least protected area of all
the Southern Gulf Islands: only 4% of the island is
park space. If successful, this acquisition would
increase Mayne’s publicly-accessible protected
lands by 30%.
For more information, please visit
sjp.conservancyonmayne.com. 0
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Berth Closure at Langdale

BC Ferries reminds customers that Berth One at
Langdale terminal will be temporarily closed from
January 19 to April 6 while marine structures are
upgraded or replaced. This closure will affect
services on both the Langdale-Horseshoe Bay route
and the watertaxi service to Gambier and Keats
Islands.
For customers using the Langdale-Horseshoe
Bay route, two vessels will operate on
approximately hourly sailings between both
terminals. Each sailing will offer approximately half
the vehicle capacity of current service, as they will
be main-deck loads only. However, with twice as
many sailings each day, the overall capacity will
remain essentially the same.
Every sailing will be partially reservable as they
are now, so customers are encouraged to make
vehicle reservations for desired sailing times at
www.bcferries.com. Passenger capacity will
actually increase during the period with two vessels
providing service on the route.
For customers using the watertaxi service to
Gambier and Keats Islands, alternate service will
be provided by Kona Winds using their
Stormaway vessels, and will be temporarily
relocated from Langdale terminal to the Gibsons
Marina. The change in travel distances to both
islands necessitates a scheduling adjustment on
this route as well. These customers will be provided
parking at the marina, as well as shuttle service
between Langdale terminal and the marina to
connect with certain sailings on the LangdaleHorseshoe Bay route.

those with walkers and wheelchairs. Storage for
loan equipment is also needed.
More rooms are needed to house the various
programs and practitioners that use the clinic, such
as: Better at Home, Aging in Place, Foot Care, the
physiotherapist, and the community health nurse.
Twenty-five years ago the building looked as if it
would meet the community’s needs forever, says
the society, but population and medical services
have changed so much in the last 25 years.

Lasqueti Beach Access Disputed
- Craig McFeely

An historic public access on Lasqueti Island may be
closed to the public if a private land company closes
it but the Ministry of Highways could get dragged
into court in order to keep it open.
At stake is the fate of the Tucker Bay Road access
on the north side of Lasqueti. In 2014, thirty-eight
acres at the end of the road were purchased by
Tucker Bay Holdings Ltd and the company has
erected signs declaring the road to be private.
The signs caught the attention of island residents
who requested that the Ministry of Highways and
Infrastructure have the signs removed on the
grounds that they could be illegal and to enforce
the ministry’s own policy of preserving public
rights-of-way to the water, as they are considered
to be provincial public assets.
Islanders have produced a 280-signature
petition, objecting to what was thought to be a
usurpation of public property. Residents
provided documentation indicating that the road
was built and maintained with public funds. As
such, island residents contend, it is legally defined
Fundraiser For Galiano Clinic
as a Section 42 road under the Transportation
On December 3, The Galiano Oceanfront Inn and Act which states that if public money is spent on
Spa was the venue for a very successful benefit gala a travelled road, that travelled road is deemed and
celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the opening of declared to be a highway.
the Galiano Island Health Care Centre.
The original three main roads on Lasqueti—
The excellent chicken or risotto dinner choice Main road which intersects the island from East
was paired with Pender Island’s award-winning to West; Center (Lake) Road which accesses the
Sea Star Wines. The guests danced to the varied south side of the island; and Tucker Bay Road
musical renditions of Galiano’s own Jack Garton. which accesses the north side—all began as trails
There were ‘mystery tubes’ and door prizes too. The in the early days of the last century. Over the years
gala raised $3,500 which will go towards the they evolved into roads, meandering through
renovation and expansion of the clinic and to help sections of crown and private land.
fund the many programs offered there. Richard
Tucker Bay Wharf Road provided access to the
and Evelyn Dewinetz, local residents and strong first steamship dock built by the federal
health care centre supporters, made a surprise government of the day. Later the road served a
donation of $25,000 towards the building project. smaller public dock and float. Both docks have
Although there is funding in place for the since been demolished. The remains of Lasqueti’s
physical running of the building, everything else first post office still stands.
must be paid for through donations and fundToday, Tucker Bay Road is lightly used but
raising. The Galiano Health Care Society’s biggest nevertheless provides access to people who live
annual fundraiser is the renowned Wine and Beer on the outer islands, the fire department, clam
Tasting Festival, held the second Saturday of diggers, boat owners anchoring in the bay, and
August. The society also hold an annual Polar Brrr kayakers embarking to explore Jedediah marine
Swim on January 1st and a Plant Sale in May.
The expansion and renovation of the clinic is
much needed. It has outgrown the existing building
and requires a designated ambulance entrance so
the clinic doesn’t have to close when an emergency
comes in. Upgraded washrooms to accommodate
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park and the surrounding islands.
The ministry argues that since the road does not
provide access to lands beyond it is unnecessary
and that there are other accesses to the waterfront.
‘But,’ says Karl Darwin, president of the Lasqueti
Island Ratepayers Association, ‘it provides access
to the water. That’s the whole point. It’s the only
public deep-water access on the north side of the
island. They’re in contradiction of their own policy.
It’s been a public road for a century.’ He added that
they will seek a legal opinion on the matter and
court action may follow.

Ptarmigan Has New Website

Pender-based Ptarmigan Music and Theatre
Society, is now in it’s 25th year. Concentrating on
providing arts programs in the Southern Gulf
Islands and Southern Vancouver Island, the new
website will help people sign-up for its programs.
The society focusses on community building
through arts programming in accessible
community venues and making it readily available
to people who are challenged by financial, physical,
or mental disabilities. 0
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MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of the
Board of School Trustees will be
held on Wednesday, Feb 8, 2017
at the Salt Spring Island Middle
School. Meeting commencing at
1pm. Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings/.

LOOKING FOR

Do you live on Galiano? Did you
live in Marpole around 2008? Do
you have a friend in construction
with 2 kids (boy age 5 , girl age 3)
who came for New Year’s? Can
you ask him to contact this
number? (It is not urgent) 604221-0290. RW. Thanks!

$
$

Done Right - Safely

• Foreshore Applications
• Moorings
) ) • Docks
)
• Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

HUNTING

Hunter with special license for
fallow deer and deer tags seeks
landowners who will grant
permission to hunt deer on your
property this summer. I am an
experienced and considerate
hunter and will respect your
land and privacy. John Carlisle
604-985-6318,
john@johncarlisle.ca.

HELP WANTED

Active young adult female
(disabled) seeking reliable, fun
loving caregivers for long term
permanent employment. Every
other
weekend
Saturday
morning-Monday morning (2 x 24
hour shifts, $500/weekend). All
training provided. Must have
valid driver’s license. North
Saanich close to Swartz Bay
Ferry.
1-250-656-2821,
fullcirclehealing@shaw.ca

250.216.2267
BOXED ADS - Start
at 1-1/2 inches
$23/in+gst Multiissue discounts

Noelle Bellomi, PFP, FMA, FCSI
Investment Advisor & Financial Planner

& rugged

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

terrain

250-729-3207
#101-5050 Uplands Drive
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6N1

• Fully insured

• Excellent
references

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are
affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2016 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All
rights reserved. 16_90855_WB3_007

Peter Christenson • 250-858-9575
www.shorelinedesign.ca
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Monday, January 16 to Friday, January 27

Elizabeth May, MP January Townhalls—
SaTurna: Mon, Jan 16, Community Hall,
6:30-8pm • Saanich,Tues, Jan 17, Lochside
Elementary,1145 Royal Oak Drive, 7–8:30pm
• MaynE, Wed, Jan 18, 6:30pm–8pm,
Community Centre, 493 Felix Jack Rd •
SidnEy/norTh Saanich, Thurs Jan 19, 7pm–8:30pm, Bodine
Family Hall, Mary Winspear Centre • Galiano: Friday, January 20,
6–7:30pm, Galiano South Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Rd
• cEnTral Saanich: Saturday, January 21, 3pm—4:30pm,
Brentwood Bay Community Club, 7082 Wallace Dr • SalT
SPrinG: Monday, January 23, 6:30pm–8pm, Multi-Purpose
Room, Gulf Island Secondary School, 232 Rainbow Rd •
Saanich: Wednesday, January 25, 7pm–8:30pm, Bob Wright
Centre, Room B150, University of Victoria • PEndEr: Friday,
January 27, 6pm–7:30pm, Community Hall, 418 Bedwell
Harbour Rd • SaTurna, Saanich, MaynE, SidnEy,
Galiano, BrEnTWood, SalT SPrinG, PEndEr

Sat & Sun, February 11 & 12

Salt Spring island’s 22nd annual Seedy
Saturday—featuring plant family
Solanaceae, presented by Island Natural
Growers • Farmer’s Institute, 351 Rainbow
Road• SaTurday SEEd ExchanGE: 10am3pm; Sunday WorkShoPS: Seed Growing
and Cleaning, 9am–4pm, $25 • Workshop
registration: ssiseedysaturday@gmail.com • SalT SPrinG

Next Deadline: Wednesday, January 25
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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BC 2017: Questions To Ask Your Candidates

appy 2017 to our readers, advertisers,
contributors, tipsters and photographers!
This is a BC provincial election year. Island
Tides would like to get discussion of issues going
right away. We have generated a dozen key
questions for BC election candidates in ten coastal

1. Premier Clark has announced that
Kinder Morgan has met BC’s five
conditions for approval of the TMX
pipeline. Do you now support its
construction?
[The five conditions included meeting federal
environmental approvals, world-leading cleanup
provisions for both marine and land-based oil spills,
and meeting legal requirements of aboriginal and
treaty rights. To satisfy the fifth condition, the
company has agreed to pay the provincial
government annual payments of between $25 and
$50 million, depending on how much bitumen is
transported through the pipeline. The provincial
government also announced 37 new environmental
and consultation conditions, adding to the 157
conditions set by the National Energy Board.]
2. What are the most important
industries in BC today? In the next five
years? Ten years? Why?
[In 2015, the most important industries were
associated with residential construction and
professional and financial services. Extractive
industries (mining, forestry, etc.) were towards the
bottom of the list. LNG isn’t even on the list.]

3. Should elected officials (such as the
premier) be paid by their political party, in
addition to their legislated salary? Why?
[The premier is paid $50,000 per year by the
BCLiberal party, in addition to her salary. It is not
clear why, or whether similar sums are paid to
anyone else. Potential corporate lobbyists pay
thousands to have dinner with her.]

ridings. In this edition, each question is followed by
Island Tides’ ‘take’ on the background to these
issues.
In upcoming editions we will provide an
opportunity for every candidate in these ridings to
give their short response to one of these questions.
very high incidence of child poverty.]

7. How may BC be affected by climate
change? What action is planned to reduce
climate change? What action is planned to
mitigate its effects?
[There are currently no plans to mitigate climate
change. Sea levels may rise, weather patterns may
change, and plant and animal ecology will be
affected. The provincial carbon tax has not been
increased in five years. BC has set GHG emission
targets, but has no plans to meet them.]

8. How would you regulate the
aquaculture industry? The logging and
wood products industry?
[The aquaculture industry could be regulated to
force a shift to land-based salmon farms. Shellfish,
crab, and other smaller parts of the industry require
salt water with protected purity, with no oilspills or
pollution. Old growth logging could be limited; log
exports could be banned in favour of an integrated
wood processing industry.]

9. BC’s demographic trends indicate an
increasing proportion of seniors. What
programs would you support to ensure
their comfort and security?
[Increasing complex care facilities, and a full
spectrum of home care, day care, and treatment
facilities would help.]

10. What would be your solution to
congestion due to increasing traffic though
the George Massey Tunnel?
[The government proposes a ten-lane bridge,
4. What is the purpose of constructing high enough to permit deep sea shipping up to New
the Site C hydroelectric dam?
Westminster. A very much cheaper alternative
[Recent reasons given for the dam are to provide would be an additional tunnel, but this would not
electricity for fracking natural gas wells to serve the provide for shipping.]
proposed LNG industry, or power to assist in
11. Why are new ferries being built in
extracting oil from Alberta’s tar sands. BC’s demand
for domestic electricity is not increasing, renewable Poland?
[The government has contracted ferry
electricity is becoming cheaper to produce, and the
North American market price of electricity is construction to overseas shipyards for some time.
The BC shipbuilding industry has shed capacity and
volatile.]
can no longer bid on ferries.]
5. What are the major components of the
12. Do you support ownership of public
accumulated debt of BCHydro? Why has
this debt been accumulated? How will the infrastructure by the private sector,
through PPPs?
debt be paid off?
[The provincial government has constructed the
[The major components relate to the cost of
electricity drawn from private sector suppliers, in Golden Ears and Port Mann bridges, and the Sea to
pursuit of a ‘self-sufficiency’ target; repeated capital Sky Highway as public-private partnerships (PPPs).
cost overruns (or underestimates); and subsidies This means that the government guarantees the
on electricity supplied to heavy industry. BCHydro private partners a good rate of return over many
has also incurred a multi-billion dollar future future years in exchange for private sector
liability to satisfy private sector ‘take-or-pay’ investment and private sector design, construction,
electricity supply contracts. The debt is to be paid and maintenance.
off through increasing electricity rates to domestic
The annual payments to the investors then
consumers.
become debts of the Transportation Investment
These are all cabinet decisions, not BCHydro Corporation, which describes itself as a ‘Selfdecisions. The BC Utilities Commission has been Supported Crown Corporation’ (like BCHydro). It
barred by the government for many years from lost half a billion dollars last year, which is not
regulating BCHydro.]
counted in the provincial budget. Alternatively,
6. Would you support the provision of a construction could be financed through a provincial
bond issue, with maintenance by the highways
basic income to all British Columbians?
[This has been suggested and has become a ministry. However, this would make it more
political issue in some other provinces. BC has a difficult to record a ‘balanced’ budget.]0

If you wish you had been reading Island Tides for years—you can! Read our
back issues in the archive section at www.islandtides.com.
www.islandtides.com
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A flock of sanderlings and dunlins grace the evening sky at Pacific Rim National Park. Sanderlings are one of the few shorebirds which arrive to overwinter on
Vancouver Island and the Salish Sea area.

NDP Opposition to Site C

Dear Editor:
I’m writing to thank all those who attended the
march on Salt Spring to express opposition to the
proposed Kinder Morgan project. I was not able to
attend the demonstration, but want to re-affirm
that as MLA for Saanich North and the Islands, and
also speaking for BCNDP Official Opposition, we do
not support the Kinder Morgan project.
John Horgan, Leader of the BCNDP has stated
this position in writing to the National Energy Board,
based on the facts that the economic and
environmental risks far outweigh the benefits to BC,
the corrupted review process has no credibility, and a
number of First Nations, including those in this
constituency, steadfastly oppose the project.
I have spoken a number of times in the
Legislature, and will again in this upcoming spring
session, of our legal and moral obligation to protect
our endangered southern resident Orca. We know
from the important work done by the Raincoast
Conservation Foundation that the seven-fold
increase in tanker traffic resulting from Kinder
Morgan would likely extirpate this iconic species. I
will also continue to advocate for a National Marine
Conservation Area in the southern Strait of Georgia
as part of a more sustainable path forward.
It is clear that the Christy Clark government,
having already ceded its environmental review
authority for the project to the federal government,
has now approved Kinder Morgan, making it more
important than ever to change government in this
province. If the BCNDP forms government in 2017,
we will do everything in our power to stop this
project.
In the meantime, I will stand with you in opposing
Kinder Morgan in whatever way I can.
This fight is far from over.

Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich North & the Islands

Another Proportional Voting
System

Dear Editor:
Elizabeth May gives an excellent account of ERRE
so far, including our PM going wobbly on his
promise of a fair voting system (‘To Make Every
Vote Count!’), followed by his attempted political
walk-back. We hope he’ll stick to his principles and
his promises. Elizabeth and her colleagues on the
parliamentary committee have been doing a
fantastic job! As a retired couple of seniors, my wife
and I have been able to closely follow ERRE
proceedings on the CPAC cable TV channel.
As a contributor to the BC Citizens’ Assembly on
electoral reform a decade ago, I’ve been an
enthusiastic supporter of ERRE. I was privileged to

Readers’ Letters

present our proposed voting system ‘PPR123’
(Perfect Proportional Representation) to the ERRE
Committee in Vancouver on September 28, where
we got to meet MP May.
She was quite pleased that PPR123 would give
voting power in Parliament commensurate with the
total votes for each party. But she also explained that
she needed more Green seats to help with the
enormous work load.
Accordingly, I’ve now developed an improved
version called ‘PPR123+’, which would not only give
MP May the extra seats that the Greens so badly
need and deserve, but would also provide much
more balanced regional and demographic
representation for all parties--with a special focus on
improved gender and diversity balance!
While the Greens would now be the party to most
benefit from ‘PPR123+’, its greatest merit is that it’s
perfectly proportional, democratic, and fair to all
candidates, parties and voters, because it holds the
citizen’s vote as supreme! Check it out at
www.ppr123.ca.

Jeff Jewell, Mission

Site C Shell Game

Dear Editor:
Now we have the most recent rationale needed to
justify more spending by our government. Its like a
continuous changing of the channel in order to
keep clear of anything close to reality.
In the face of sliding demand for electricity the
provincial government has to invent demand from
inside of BC. This is the latest creation of a new and
important ‘domestic’ demand.
Of the three traditional sources of domestic
demand, private individual customers are reducing
usage because, like everyone should expect, they
respond to higher rates in a normal way. Small
businesses and light industrial customers are making
do with less for similar reasons and large industrial
customers need less because their businesses are
contending with a decrease in demand for the goods
they produce and sell.
That leaves selling surplus electricity at the
current prices available on the open market in
Western North America. These prices have typically
been at about US$25 per megawatt hour. This price
is fine for small surpluses of electricity but no way
near what is needed to support an investment
decision for a new production facility.
In the absence of a business case for new
generation, like Site C, the government has now gone
further into their ‘shell’ game by mixing ‘green
credits’ with brownie points for allegedly reducing
penalties attached to burning fossil fuels such as
natural gas. They have invented a new customer
category that may or may not wish to be BCHydro
www.islandtides.com

customers. I guess if the Province makes the price
low enough we will see this new category of
customers materialise. It’s what sales people do,
profitability does not enter into their calculations.
The Province has already tried forcing its version
of ‘green energy’ onto others when it tried selling ‘run
of river’ as ‘green energy’ to get the available
premium in western North America. Potential
customers did not conveniently agree.
All the latest twisting and turning will most likely
produce the same result so it will be left for BC
captive customers to pay for this latest venture in
creative labelling of electricity over-generation in BC.

Erik Andersen, Gabriola Island 0

AMVIC Insulated Concrete
Forms (ICF)
Bill McCance, Agent for
Gulf Islands & Vancouver Island
604-690-1321 • bill@pacificicf.com

www. amvicsystem.com

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

THETIS ISLAND LOCAL
TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our web site at:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca

E-mail:
northinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

NOTICE OF 2017 MEETING SCHEDULE
Please be advised the Thetis Island Local
Trust Committee meeting schedule for 2017
will be posted on notice boards in the following
locations:
BC Ferries Bulletin Board – Thetis Island
Islands Trust Northern Office – Gabriola Island
Islands Trust Victoria Office
and on the Islands Trust Website
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• two reform options that would have changed
the
existing system only marginally, and
Between January 9 and 27, a broad public
• two forms of proportional representation (PR).
consultation known as the Minister’s Round Table
However,
says Fair Vote Canada, within hours after
will be held to enable Canadians to provide
feedback on how Parks Canada is delivering on its Islanders voted, the Premier’s Office released a
statement signalling that Premier MacLauchlan’s
mandate.
Under the Parks Canada Agency Act, a government may choose to ignore the results of the
Minister’s Round Table on Parks Canada must be non-binding plebiscite, calling it ‘doubtful’.
Fair Vote Canada VP and PEI campaigner,
held every two years. The Honourable Catherine
McKenna is the Minister Responsible for Parks Brenda Oslawsky, says, ‘The hypocrisy is stunning.
This is the second poll of its kind in PEI. In 2005,
Canada.
Let’s Talk Parks, Canada! is a nation-wide 33% of PEI residents voted to keep the status quo.
consultation process, inviting Canadians to provide That result was applauded by the Government. The
meaningful input on the challenges and turnout was lower than Monday’s plebiscite—but
opportunities facing Parks Canada’s management this time, the Government is using the ‘low voter
of national parks, national historic sites, and turnout’ as an excuse to do nothing.
‘The PEI Liberals received only 41% of the
national marine conservation areas. This is the first
popular vote in last year’s election. They have a very
time this process has been open to the public.
Until January 27th, you have the opportunity to doubtful mandate to question the choice of a
submit your input and recommendations online at majority of voters, says the election reform group.
www.letstalkparkscanada.ca.
New Minister Of
Democratic
Reform
Canadian Parks And Wilderness Society has
been raising the alarm about Parks Canada’s shift Meanwhile, in the recent
away from nature conservation as the first priority, cabinet shuffle a surprise
towards more focus on tourism, infrastructure was a new Minister of
development and revenue generation, at the Democratic Institutions,
expense of nature.The society wrote a report about Karina Gould.
this last year: cpaws.org/uploads/CPAWS-ParksNew Minister Gould is
Report-2016.pdf.
MP for Burlington. She is
a ‘trade and investment
PEI Residents Vote For MMP
On November 7, Prince Edward Island citizens specialist and community
voted in favour of changing that province’s voting activist’.
Between December KARINA GOULD
system. In a plebiscite that allowed them to rank
their preferences for five different options, 52% 2015 and January 2017,
chose the Mixed-Member proportional system she served as Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of International Development. Gould, 29,
(MMP).
is the youngest female cabinet minister in Canadian
The five options on the ballot included:
history.
• the current first-past-the-post system,
Many westcoasters met her predecessor Maryam

Parks Canada Consultation -Hurry!

Photo: Andrew Loveridge

Whiteware Road beach access, off Galiano’s Gulf
Drive, has acquired steps thanks to Rene Zich.
Almost finished, already it looks inviting.

Monsef at voting system reform meetings this last
fall. Monsef was in charge of the ERRE Committee
consulting Canadians about a new election system
for Canada.
She was less than complimentary about her
committee when its report was presented to the
federal government in December, and downplayed
the significance of the hundreds of Canadians who
turned out to talk to both her and the committee
overwhelmingly in favour of changing the election
system. (See also letter page 5)
Monsef, MP for Peterborough-Kawartha,
shuffled to Minister of Status of Women portfolio,
says she’s ‘thrilled’ with her new federal cabinet
position.
Meanwhile, if you haven’t already, take part in a
survey about reforming Canada’s voting system
through
website:
MyDemocracy.ca:
www.mydemocracy.ca/survey. It’s open until
Sunday, 22nd January.

On December 31, a ‘leap second’ was added to the
world’s clocks at 23 hours, 59 minutes and 59
seconds Coordinated Universal Time (UTC). This
corresponds to 6:59:59pm Eastern Standard Time,
when the extra second was inserted at the US Naval
Observatory’s Master Clock Facility in Washington,
DC.

Add A Second

Led by the RAV4 hybrid, Toyota Canada Inc reports
record hybrid sales in 2016—a 54.2% increase—
making it the company’s best year ever for hybrid
sales. Nearly 20,000 more Canadians switched to
hybrid vehicles buying 17,812 vehicles .

Record Hybrid Sales For Toyota

Wood pole test and treat
Gulf Islands

To ensure your safety and our electrical system reliability, BC Hydro contractors inspect wood power poles
along distribution lines and carry out treatment if required. Poles that have been in service for at least
eight years (lodgepole pine), 14 years (spruce, fir) or 20 years (western red cedar) are inspected, tested for
strength and treated near ground level with boron and copper based wood preservatives to prevent and/
or stop decay. Untreated poles typically have a service life of only 30 years, while treated poles can last up
to 70 years, conserving demand on our forest resources.
Between February 15,2017 and March 13, 2017 wood poles will be inspected and treated along
distribution lines on the Gulf Islands.
Island

# Poles (approx.)

Island

# Poles (approx.)

Island

# Poles (approx.)

Denman

6

Thetis

10

Pender

8

Hornby

2

Galiano

12

Saturna

16

Gabriola

80

Saltspring

60

Mudge

75

Mayne

10

Wood preservatives used are approved and registered for utility wood poles by Health Canada.
Contractors are certified and licensed by the BC Ministry of Environment, and work is completed under
the direction of BC Hydro in accordance with BC Hydro’s Pest Management Plan for Wood Structure
Maintenance, #105-0981-14/19
For more information contact: Richard Poland, T&D Work Program Manager, at 1 250 727 5271 or
richard.poland@bchydro.com

5206

www.islandtides.com

In November, Canada’s Minister of Natural
Resources, the Honourable Jim Carr, announced
the creation of a five-member Expert Panel to
provide recommendations to the Government for
the modernization of the National Energy Board
(NEB) The Expert Panel will visit 10 cities to hear
the views of Canadians as part of its engagement
activities. The Expert Panel will be in Vancouver on
February 8–9.
Modernizing the National Energy Board (NEB)
will help shape the future of energy regulation in
Canada and improve the environmental
assessment and regulatory review of major
resource projects.
Three types of sessions will be open to the public
on the first day in each city: presentations, dialogue
sessions and open houses. On the second day in
each location, the panel will meet with Indigenous
peoples to discuss the needs and interests of their
communities. Sessions on both days are open to
anyone with an interest in the modernization of the
NEB. Registration is required for each session at the
panel’s website: www.neb-modernization.ca.
The Expert Panel will also be posting 12
discussion papers online this month to seek input
on a number of key areas beyond environmental

‘Modernizing’ The NEB - You Can Help
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assessment, including the NEB’s governance
structure, role and mandate, with a particular focus
on enhancing the participation of the public and
Indigenous peoples in regulatory reviews. Other
topics such as the NEB’s decision-making role on
projects, the life-cycle regulation of projects, and
emergency prevention, preparedness, and
response will also be covered.
The Expert Panel will submit its report and
recommendations to the Minister of Natural
Resources by May 15, this year. The report will be
made public.
For major projects already under review, the
Government will continue to rely on the NEB to
inform key decisions, supported by the interim
principles announced in January 2016, says the
federal government.
Jim Carr, Canada’s Minister of Natural
Resource, commented, ‘Our government believes
we must develop our resources and get them to
market in an environmentally-responsible way,
while creating jobs for the middle class. This
requires a regulatory process that has the
confidence of Canadians. The Expert Panel will
offer many opportunities for Canadians to provide
input on the modernization of the NEB.’

Salish Sea Ralies Against Trans
Mountain Pipeline Expansion

- Steven Earle
Almost 60 Gabriolans took to the streets on
January 16—marching from the village to the ferry
and back—to show their solidarity with other Salish
Sea residents, from here all the way to Lopez Island
in the San Juans. The region-wide event was
organized by the Friends of the San Juans, as a
means of expressing objections to our federal and
provincial governments’ approval of the expansion
of the Trans-Mountain pipeline and of the threefold increase in the number of tankers sailing
through the Salish Sea laden with diluted bitumen.
As one Gabriolan said: ‘We don’t need Christy
Clark’s promise of a ‘world-class’ marine spill
response regime, we need an effective marine
response, and history has shown that there is no
such thing, not even for small spills like the recent
one at Bella Bella, and especially not for Aframaxsized spills of dilbit in the Strait of Georgia.’
Nanaimo-Ladysmith MP Sheila Malcolmson
spoke about the long and glorious history of
Gabriolans standing up against injustice and for the
environment, and emphasized that battles like this
one can be won, the evidence being the cancellation
of the Enbridge Northern Gateway project.

Photo: Steven Earle

Gabriolans join a Salish Sea-wide rally against the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion.

NOTICE

NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR PRIMARY LICENCE
BRIDGEMANS PUB NORTH PENDER ISLAND (formerly SH-QU-ALA)

An application has been made to the Liquor Control and Licensing Branch by Bridgemans Pub, North Pender Island
(formerly ‘SH-QU-ALA’ - Port Browning Marina Resort Ltd.) for an amendment to their liquor-primary licence. As the
local government, the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee is required to provide resolutions and comments on
the application. These resolutions and comments will be forwarded to the general manager of the Liquor Control and
Licensing Branch to consider when making an application decision.
In order to receive public comment, and to provide an opportunity for the public to ask questions of the applicant, a
Community Information Meeting has been scheduled.

The Community Information Meeting will be held as part of the regular Local Trust Committee Meeting on
Thursday, January 26, 2017, starting at 9:45 am, at the Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road, Pender
Island.
The property subject to this application is located at 4605 Oak Road, legally described as PID 005-034-311, Lot A, (DD
G54184) Section 11, Pender Island, Cowichan District, Plan 7982. The subject property is zoned as Commercial 3 (a) –
C3(a).

Currently the marina has both a food primary and liquor primary license. The liquor primary license (subject of notice)
for Bridgemans Pub, North Pender Island has a capacity for 285 with 210 seated inside and 75 on the patio. The
current application would:
• For certainty, maintain the total capacity of the license/facility unchanged; And,
• Change the current hours for the license/facility as follows:

Fund Raising Without Corporations or
Unions

BC Green Party reports exceeding its December 31
$200,000 fundraising goal. Development
Cordinator Cameron Butt says, ‘It feels especially
good because every single donation came from a
person—not even a single corporate donation.’ He
says he can’t thank supporters enough for and the
party is, ‘very well-positioned to start 2017’. The BC
Green Party raised $763,667 in 2016, a 93%
increase over its 2015 revenue. While the party has
raised an average of 48% more year-over-year since
the election of leader Andrew Weaver in 2013, the
party reports it has raised more than its entire 2015
revenue in just the last three months of 2016 since
it banned corporate and union donations.
‘When the BC Green Party banned corporate
and union donations in September, we knew it was
a risk, but we did it because it was the right thing to
do,’ Weaver said, ‘We put our trust in the people of
BC, and the people of BC responded in droves.
A provincial election will take place on May 9. 0

Copies of background documents may be inspected on the Islands Trust website: http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/localtrust-areas/north-pender/current-applications/ and at the Islands Trust Office, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. and
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory Holidays, commencing
January 19, 2017 and continuing up to and including January 25, 2017.

Written comments concerning the application may be delivered to:
1.
the office of the Islands Trust by mail at #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8, or by Fax (250)405-5155, prior
to 4:30 p.m. January 25, 2017; or
2.
by delivery to the Local Trust Committee at the Community Information Meeting starting at 9:45 am January 26, 2017.

Reasonable efforts will be made to provide email comments, if they are opened and received, to the North Pender
Island Local Trust Committee for consideration, but the public should not rely on email as a means of providing a
written comment. Email submissions should be sent to information@islandstrust.bc.ca.
Written submissions made in response to this notice will be available for public review.

Inquiries regarding the proposed application may be directed to Phil Testemale, A/Planner 2 at (250) 405-5170 or
ptestemale@islandstrust.bc.ca, or for Toll Free access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC (in Vancouver 660-2421 and
elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867).

The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee may consider a resolution concerning this application during the
regular business meeting immediately following the Community Information Meeting on January 26, 2017, at the
Community Hall on North Pender Island.
Sharon Lloyd-deRosario
Deputy Secretary

www.islandtides.com
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Economy?

‘The science world gave warning back in ’92 that we
Must change the way we operate environmentally;
But that was twenty years ago, so what has happened since?
Well now, the whole world knows the score, with most of us convinced,
With lip-service by politicians, vote-peddlers and such,
But those who have to make the changes are not saying much.’
…
My poem got as far as this, then I tore up the rest;
The news today was just so bad, especially for the west.

I don’t believe what Trudeau says; it’s obvious he tried—
He walked that tight-rope just too long, came down on the wrong side.
But now we’ve Christy in the act (they make a precious pair);
Opposing what the people want, without seeming to care.
So the people now are up against big-oil and climate-change,
With a pussyfooting government just staying out of range.
We need leaders who have foresight, and can push for the solution—
Not puppets of big-moneyed groups who thrive on earth’s pollution.

So making money is no sin; it’s part of modern culture;
But when the industry’s effect will alter human’s future?
Our economy’s unethical, denies First Nation’s rights,
Also the Paris Accord that we joined with such foresight.
And if we let it go to term, as far as I can see,
It’ll make the most disastrous mess of our South-West BC
Meanwhile for Kinder-Morgan’s pipeline, LNG and all—
The battleground is in the courts—so lawyers, have a ball!
H.Barry Cotton, January 2017

Car Rentals

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Long & Short Term
Seniors’ Specials

Mention ad for discount!
250.655.5038
1.800.809.0788
gsaautorentals.com

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

Moon Dates:
Full: Jan 12
New: Jan 27

Full: Feb 10

A

Photo: David Greer
A killdeer toughs it out on a sub-zero day at Brooks Point, South Pender Island. The bird
is probably one of the pair that nests in the meadow at the point each summer.

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

new year! I love beginnings.
Beginnings are so rooted in us—
what I love is that ‘new’ insight
that can come prompted by inspirations,
from other people or by circumstances.
Somehow that new number for the year,
the pause of winter, the end of the previous
year’s festivities (and no gardening) leaves
time to think and wonder if life could be
different or whether actions and projects
still fit for the reasons they used to.
How shocking it is to experience
‘Canadian’ winter! This year is
tempestuous! We have had all kinds of
slush, ice, snow, and blasting arctic air.
This house and farm is set up for mild
winters in terms of water systems, house
heating, lots of full-length windows in a
hand-build house, and the bakery’s
plumbing.
The chickens are astonished! Usually
when I pull open the sliding door to let
them out of the henhouse they surge out,
pushed by eager hens behind them, full of
enthusiasm for the pasture, full of chicken
errands that they have been considering all
night. Not in these freezing temperatures
with the wind parting their feathers down
to chicken hide! ‘Hmm, maybe later’ is the
response from the one hen pushed to the
door as the emissary.
I notice that usually we Islanders are a
pretty goodlooking bunch in winter coats,
matching pants, hats, etc. A month into
this frozen winter, you can see that we are
pulling out of boxes the highest warmthfactor gloves, hats, coats, socks, and
sweaters. Warmth is the new determining
factor for wearing—not fashion! Don’t tell
the chickens, down or bird feathers, are the
very best!

learning—emotional, social and regular
On my home turf of Saturna, I am sad that stuff.
We have Better at Home—a provinceGranny (J2) died. J-pod are my favourite
orcas, they seem to spend so much time wide program to help both our young
right around us. We never tire of their people with employment and to help our
power and prowess as they cruise our older citizens to stay at home, getting
waters, fishing, socializing, mating, necessary chores and small repairs done,
birthing babies, and caring for each other. chat and be social with caregivers. Like
I knew hardly anything about orcas. All Orcas, we humans love social time—
that we have learned, from the Saturna sharing food, companionship, and
Island Orca Symposium and the knowledge!
subsequent creation of our Saturna Island
We also have a new island initiative,
Marine Research and Educational Society, thought up by islander Dian Johnstone,
has added to the huge mix of data created and assisted regularly by husband Tom
by Raincoast Conservation Society, and volunteers.Once a week, they run a
Georgia Strait Alliance and others.
marvelous Soup Day—two kinds of
We are so blessed in this Salish Sea with homemade soup, fresh bread and goodies,
people who care deeply and do the a warm fire, tables set up pleasantly in the
research necessary to understand—and to Community Hall and lots of conversation.
foster the best outcome—for this amazing Patrons pay a donation and the money
group of culturally-rich fellow mammals. goes to purchase non-perishable items at
Lots of us are passionate and informed.
the General Store that get bagged up and
Granny, estimated to be 105-years-old,
people who need them know where to
has died; slipped down deep into the
come.
seawaters. We know by our studies that
We all get to do a little bit, a contribution
her death will bring big changes within her
where we see we fit. This creates big circles
pod. And her passing is significant to us
of caring and inspiration that make our
grannies who gloried in her role and being.
Saturna community function even better.

Orca ‘Granny’ Dies

Social Programs

I am so proud of the governmentsupported and the independent programs
we have on our island and the paid staff
and the many volunteers that make them
function successfully. We have School
District Nº64’s Strong Start. The program
is very well run with dedicated Islanders.
Regularly the staff and volunteers get
together with other staff and attend
working sessions to upgrade their
information. Our kids have a great time
down there at Saturna School. They have
a chance to pick up all sorts of skills in

www.islandtides.com

Democracy

I listened to US President Obama’s
Farewell address. He spoke of the
honourific title ‘citizen’ and of the hope and
work that goes into our deliberate actions
as we partake of the joys and
responsibilities of our entity of
governance—democracy. In this year, I
will be even more conscientious and
grateful for democracy that allows for so
many of us to grow in our abilities to
become wise and loving, giving and
getting, in our very individual ways. 0
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Polar Bear swim on Hornby. Before or after? Or was it just too cold for the bears this year?

New movie about Gulf Islands
slands Trustees were treated to the first showing
of the new Gulf Island Alliance film, Islands In
Trust, at the Trust Council meeting held on Salt
Spring Island in December. They were so pleased
with the message of the film that they voted
unanimously to send a copy of the film to Premier
Christy Clark and other provincial ministers
responsible for the Trust Islands in any way .
The Gulf Island Alliance (GIA) film had its public
debut on the island immediately after Trust Council,
to a very positive audience, (despite the snow),
including many of the Islands Trustees who came
to see it a second time and help the alliance celebrate
its tenth anniversary.
Trust Council Chair Peter Luckham wrote to
Christy Clarke, in an letter accompanying the film,
‘Trust Council hopes that the video serves as a
reminder to decision-makers that these islands are
indeed special places and these unique ecosystems
and communities deserve protection from
challenges posed by unsustainable growth and
environmental threats.’
‘The film does what words can’t do—properly
show off this incredible place, the best evidence for

saving it,’ says GIA Chair Roxanna Mandryk, ‘GIA
is indebted to all the folks who made this film
possible as this film was made mostly out of love by
volunteers.’
The positive response from viewers included:
‘Great movie. Loved the local touch with Valdy
singing and Arthur Black narrating.’ ‘A lovely timely
short film that touches at the heart of why, even if
we really don’t know at the time, so many of us
choose to make our homes on one of the Gulf
Islands.’ ‘What an excellent film. I hope it gets
widespread local air time.’ ‘What an amazing place
that we get to call home! Thanks so much—it’s
perfect.’
In attendance at the launch was videographer Bill
Warriner who spent hundreds of hours travelling
to the islands, filming, editing and overseeing the
production of DVDs. A fan of the Islands Trust
mandate, Bill’s filmwork aims at ‘building and
strengthening our community’.
Also present was the film’s narrator, Arthur
Black, three-time winner of the Stephen Leacock
award for Canadian humour, and singer-songwriter
Valdy, a member of the Order of Canada and Juno

award winner. Valdy rescored his popular ‘Islander’
song for the film. Warriner, Black and Valdy were
all thanked for their generosity as were other
volunteers who worked on this project.
‘The Islands Trust Act of 1974 was created to
prevent our islands from being overwhelmed by
urban waves from the Vancouver and Victoria
areas. Like nothing else, the film shows what was at
stake then, and still is today. It reminds us that this
legislated vision remains our best hope for saving
the islands’ natural environment and keeping the
islands a remarkable place to live and visit,’
summed up Mandryk.
The Gulf Island Alliance (GIA) was started 10
years ago to support the unique legislation and
other initiatives that preserve and protect the Gulf
Islands as a treasured environment.
View the film on GIA’s website:
gulfislandsalliance.ca or on YouTube: youtu.be/EV5TyCvd38.
For more information, contact GIA director
Misty MacDuffee at 250 818-2136 or Project
Manager Jean Gelwicks 537-4859. 0

TWO MOVIES (you ought to see)
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View on YouTube, Click here to view
www.islandtides.com
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View from the train window—Mount Robson.

Photo: Michael Hopcroft, www.michaeljhopcroft.com

What trains show us - Elizabeth May, MP
hen people were shocked that Trump
won, I wasn’t as surprised as most. And
when people asked me why, I said it was
the view out the train window.
When you fly across continents all you see is the
sameness of the airports. The airports gleam.
Travelling by air reveals nothing of the land in
between. Nothing touches the ground. But when
you take the train, you see the life on the ground, as
it is.
Last year I took Amtrak from Washington DC to
Charleston, South Carolina where my grandfather
was born. The trip from Washington to Charleston
is longer than it should be. Driving is faster. Out the
window, what you see is the decay of boarded-up
storefronts and train stations down at the heel. You
see a country with the wheels falling off.
Despite the occasional effort at local
beautification, overwhelmingly there is a sense of
quiet desperation. None of the faces on that train,
other than mine, were white.
When you arrive, you are miles outside of town
arriving in North Charleston. The station is
surrounded by barbed wire—a miserable,
unwelcoming landing point to one of the great
architectural wonders of North America. In all of
Canada and the US, for sheer beauty and history,
Charleston is rivalled only by Quebec City. In
contrast. the train that arrives in Quebec City pulls
into a small castle reflecting the beauty and heritage
of the old city.
This December, for my Christmas treat, I decided
to take the train with my daughter and our new
puppy from Vancouver to Toronto. This was a
selfish impulse. It meant I had my daughter to
myself for four whole days—December 23 leaving
Vancouver to December 27 arriving in Toronto. I
try to take the train cross-country at least once a
year.
Across Canada, the view is never dispiriting.
Forest, wetland bog, Rocky Mountains, small town

or big city, the view does not reflect hopelessness.
The seasons change the view, the weather and light
make even a familiar view totally new. No matter
where you are, in whatever season, Canada offers a
hopeful view.
VIA Rail and the Government of Canada do not
really understand what rail travel means to this
country. VIA Rail management thinks ‘The
Canadian’, trans-continental Vancouver to Toronto,
and ‘The Ocean’, Montreal to Halifax—the two lines
that reach from coast to coast—are serving only
tourists. David Emerson’s report on transportation
argued they should compete without subsidy. But
the train is part of our public infrastructure. It allows
families more economical travel.
Take the train and see for yourself. There is a very
defined class system on board. Those in ‘coach’ are
sleeping in their chairs. The chairs (Day-Nighters)
are designed to go back and allow a decent sleep, if
you can manage amidst the sleeping strangers
around you. Unlike airlines, VIA gives discounts for
families. Small children travel free, while older
youth are half price, and seniors have discounted
travel as well. The trains go to the small towns
beyond the large urban centres. Few in coach were
travelling the whole length of the trip. They were on
shorter hauls – Edmonton to Saskatoon, Winnipeg
to Sioux Lookout.
My daughter and I were in the next class up. We
had a bedroom with upper and lower bunks. VIA
now sells those rooms only as inclusive of all meals,
and the meals are excellent. More expensive are the
deluxe Prestige rooms, with double beds that fold
down as Murphy beds would, larger windows, flat
screen TVs and a private bath with shower.
If you have a dog on board, you walk through all
sleepers, dining cars, dome cars, and coach to reach
baggage, the closest car to the engine. With all the
trips to the baggage car to care for the puppy, I got
to know a lot of the travellers in coach.
That is how I met Nancy. She was about my age,
www.islandtides.com

a grandmother on the last leg of her round-trip from
her home in Minnedosa, a very small town in rural
Manitoba, to Vancouver. She had left her car parked
in Rivers, Manitoba, hours from Winnipeg. We had
fallen far behind schedule due to the perpetual
problem that the freight company owns the tracks
and controls the traffic signals. Passenger rail is
always sent to the sidings to allow freight to pass.
As a blizzard raged, we realized the Rivers stop
would be closer to 10:30pm than the 5:30pm
schedule. It was Christmas Day. If her car—parked
in the bitter cold for two weeks—would not start,
what garage would be open? She would be 55km
from home. And she mentioned, the only hotel in
Rivers had recently closed. What would she do?
Fortunately, I know Rivers, Manitoba (Our
Green Party whistle stop tours included rallies at
5:30am in Rivers, and the Mayor came out to
welcome me as the only federal party leader to ever
hold a rally there!) I suggested she would be safe to
go to any home and ask for help. She agreed that
was what she would do.
When I reached Toronto, I got an email from
Nancy. Her car battery had indeed died. A passerby
spotted her distress and called the local police. A
young constable showed up and gave her car a
boost, but recommended she not drive by herself
through the terrible storm.
He led her to the police department to leave her
car parked there and then he did the most amazing
thing. On Christmas night, he drove her home. All
the way—55km there and 55km back at a slow pace
through a fierce blizzard—Constable Max
Tschuschba drove Nancy home.
And that is something that I doubt would happen
at a dark trainstation in rural America. While we
should never forget that poverty and racism exist in
Canada and that we are far from perfect, the stuff
that knits us together is within reach. Out the train
windows of VIA, you see community. 0
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An unusual view of the Salish Sea. Sea-ice at Rathtrevor Beach on Vancouver Island. Hopefully the arctic outflow is now over for 2017.

British Columbia refinery idea suspended - Gary Park
he four-year-old dream of a
North American newspaper
tycoon to build a refinery on
the British Columbia coast and ship
diesel, jet fuel, and gasoline to Asia
shows signs of being jolted awake.
Less than a month after formally
embarking on an environmental
review of his US$22 billion proposal,
David Black suspended the process,
stating he is unable to pay the cost of
the regulatory phase.
He told Canadian news source
Postmedia that his only remaining
hope is to strike a deal with
communities in British Columbia and
First Nations to become partners in
the Kitimat Clean project by helping
to pay for the C$5 million regulatory

N

phase
by
the
Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency.
‘Until I get that we’re just nowhere,’
he said, while dangling a thread of
hope that an accord might be reached
within months.
For now the CEAA has suspended
the work of a panel it appointed on
September 2 and given no indication
when that work might resume.

Loan Guarantee Sought

Separate from the review, Black has
been seeking a C$10 billion loan
guarantee from the Canadian
government, arguing his project offers
a cleaner alternative to exporting raw
bitumen from the Alberta oil sands
through British Columbia ports. The

idea has been welcomed by British
Columbia Premier Christy Clark as a
chance to create more jobs than
merely delivering the bitumen by
pipeline to tanker terminals.
Officials from the BC and Canadian
governments have also used trade
missions to Asia to seek investors in
Kitimat Clean and buyers for the
refined products. Black has offered no
updated reports on his attempts to
negotiate loans or arrange for Asian
customers.

Shipment by Rail

The Kitimat Clean proposal includes
the use of rail rather than a pipeline to
ship about 400,000 barrels per day of
bitumen out of Alberta and a

Communities before bottled water companies, say Ontarians
inety-three per cent of
Ontarians
want
the
provincial government to
prioritize drinking water needs of
communities over bottled water
takings. These are the findings of a
new poll by Oraclepoll Research,
released December 15 by the Council
of Canadians.
The poll also found that two thirds
of people in Ontario agree that the
provincial government should phase
out bottled water takings, hold a series
of public consultations to determine
how water use is prioritized in the
province, and want Nestlé to sell its
well in Elora to the Township of
Centre Wellington.
In October, Nestlé bought the Elora
well—despite the local municipality’s
attempt to purchase it to safeguard
their municipal water supply. On
December 12, Nestlé Waters Canada
proposed a ‘partnership’ with the local

township to share the well.
‘Regardless of age, region or
political affiliation, people across
Ontario are calling for a permanent
phase-out of all bottled water takings.
People do not want companies like
Nestlé to profit from water’ says
Maude Barlow, National Chairperson
of the Council of Canadians. ‘The poll
shows that Ontarians understand
very well that water is a human right
and that the drinking water needs of
local communities should be
prioritized over commercial water
bottling companies.’
‘Based on these numbers, the
Ontario government needs to
considerably
strengthen
its
regulations on bottled water and work
towards phasing out all bottled water
permits, not just new or expanded
permits,’ says Emma Lui, national
water campaigner for the Council of
Canadians. ‘We’re urging the Ontario

government to act on these poll
results by organizing public
consultations
and
facilitating
community debate on how water use
should be prioritized in the province.
For too long, the Permit to Take
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technology to reduce carbon
emissions at the refinery and pose less
of a threat to the environment than a
spill involving bitumen.
However, from the outset Black has
encountered strong doubts that he
could overcome the notoriously thin
profit margins for refined products.
In addition, Michael Moore, a
professor of energy economics at the
University of Calgary, has argued that
any Asian buyers would prefer to
build their own refineries and meet
their specialized needs. 0

This article was first published on
November 27, in Petroleum News, an
oil and gas weekly newspaper based
in Anchorage, Alaska.
Water system has haphazardly been
issuing water permits. This must stop,
and the Ontario government must
begin truly protecting water for
communities.’ 0
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What A Citizen Said …

omments to the Expert Panel Public Presentation Session in Review of Environmental Assessment Processes, December 12, 2016, Vancouver. Expert
Panel members are: Johanne Gélinas, Chair Doug Horswill; Rod Northey; Renée Pelletier. The Minister of Environment & Climate Change established
the panel to review federal environmental assessment processes. Since September last year the panel has been travelling across the country to hear from
Canadians. It will submit its report to the government on March 31. Learn more at: eareview-examenee.ca.

Onni Milne: I submitted my comments to the
Environmental Assessment Review Panel in
Vancouver on December 12, 2016. I was impressed
by the qualifications of the Panel and felt honoured
to present comments to them.
Onni Milne: Good afternoon. Thank you for
giving me the opportunity to be here now as a
Canadian citizen to offer comments to a
government that campaigned for real change
during the last election.
I am here now as a Canadian citizen to show up,
speak up, and stand up to defend my home, my
commons heritage, and our native land, a
supernatural place filled with magical creatures like
southern resident orca, the Kermode bear and wild
salmon and magical places like the Avatar Grove on
Vancouver Island and the Sacred Headwaters in the
interior of BC.
In September of 2016, Chris Hall, host of CBC
radio program ‘The House’, interviewed Rona
Ambrose, current interim leader of the Conservative
party, to ask what her plans were for the upcoming
session of Parliament. One of the questions he
asked her was ‘What are your feelings about the
Kinder Morgan pipeline?’ Her response was, ‘Of
course it should go ahead because it was approved.’
So my question to you, esteemed Panel, is what
does ‘approved by the federal government’ mean
when the National Energy Board, which seems to
be a rubber stamp for corporations and their
projects, did not allow concerned citizens to offer
their comments, did not allow intervenors to ask
questions and did not apparently have to present
necessary data to back up their claim?
What does ‘approval by the federal government’
mean when construction permits for the Site C dam
were issued on a Friday before a long weekend so
there would be limited public and media interest or
awareness?
What does ‘approval by the federal government’
mean when, after the Mount Polley mine disaster
where the tailings pond broke and contaminated a
lake and killed fish, it was allowed to reopen even
though the federal government is responsible for
protecting fish and fisheries habitat under the
Fisheries Act?
What does ‘approved by the federal government’
mean when the Lubicon Cree, who live close to the
Alberta Tar Sands, seem to be collateral damage on
the way to corporate profits as the Tar Sands
continue to operate and expand?
What does ‘approval by the federal government’
mean when ‘in the national interest’ always seems
to mean that our commons heritage and First

Nations treaty rights are worth less and worthless
in comparison to corporate interests? There is no
reconciliation here, even though Canada is
signatory to the UN Declaration for the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples because at the basis of that
declaration is Free, Prior, and Informed Consent
and government consultation seems to be, appears
to be ‘This is what we will do and this is how we will
do it.’
What does ‘approval by the federal government’
mean when Norwegian corporations that killed the
fisheries in Norway were granted permits to operate
open-net fish farms in BC?
What does ‘approval by the federal government’
mean when government decisions have
consequences far beyond our borders? On
November 23rd, there was a news item that the
temperature in the Arctic was 20 degrees warmer
than usual.
I’m asking you at this time to use your mandate
to change the current game. I’m asking you to
ensure that there is a robust and effective climate
test to evaluate all the proposals. I’m asking you to
ensure that cumulative effects of projects are
considered. I’m asking you to ensure that the right
to a healthy environment is included in any new
legislation. I’m asking you to not only restore but to
increase protections in the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act, the Fisheries Act,
the Navigable Waters Protection Act. And I’m
asking you to disband the current NEB process, a
process that seems to be filled with corporate
lobbyists, and create a new evaluation panel filled
with accredited scientists and citizens who have the
needed expertise to evaluate a project.
In Paris in 2015, Justin Trudeau said, ‘Canada is
back’ to indicate that Canada is now going to be a
full partner to combat climate change. His
statement ‘Canada is back’ is meaningless as he and
his government continue to approve major energy
projects. I suggest that the world is not interested in
more rhetoric from Canadian governments that
sign treaties and agreements and then don’t honour
their commitments. I suggest that the Prime
Minister is wrapping a fossil fuel noose around our
economy and our society as he continues to move
forward with the energy projects even as other
nations are moving forward to bring about
renewable energy economies.
On October the 25th, The Guardian newspaper
published a report about how much renewable
energy has come forward and how many
economies have brought it into their systems. Even
China is part of a growing renewable energy
economy as it tries to combat the horrible smog
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issue in Beijing.
Fossil fuels are bad business and bad for
business. A growing petro-divestment movement
is a testament to that with 688 institutions, 76
countries and $5 trillion as part of the divestment
movement. Those institutions include the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, the Rockefeller
Foundation and, as of November 16, Simon Fraser
University. What are they telling us? What are they
telling you?
Fossil fuels are bad business and bad for
business. Insurance companies are now having to
pay increased costs because of damages created by
climate change: storms, fires, floods. This will only
increase as the effects of climate change increase.
So how many Prince Albert oil spills are
acceptable before you press the Stop button? As of
November 12, only 80% of that oil spill had been
cleaned up and Husky has walked away saying they
have done their job, they are no longer responsible.
How many Nathan E Stewart tug accidents are
acceptable before you say, ‘Stop’? It took one month
for the tug to be raised because of bad weather in
that area. And what spilled from the tug was diesel.
It was diesel that damaged clam beds of the
Heiltsuk Nation—not bitumen from the tar sands,
which would be even worse. Even 20 years after the
Exxon Valdez oil spill, apparently there is still oil
washing up on the shores of Prince William Sound.
So how many Fort McMurray fires, Nova Scotia
floods, BC floods are acceptable before you say,
‘Stop, Enough’?
I’m asking you to change the game, to use your
mandate here and now to change the game, to offer
us a new economy that fills us with hope and with
pride. Citizens are ready for that change. We have
signed petitions. We have sent emails. We have sent
tweets and letters to MPs. We have shown up for
rallies and marches.
Citizens are ready. Workers are ready. They have
outlined a new plan to move forward for a new
renewable energy economy. They are ready and
willing. The only link missing is a federal
government ready to move forward for a new
economy instead of the same old fossil fuel
economy.
Mother Nature doesn’t care about future dates
set aside to deal with climate change. Big Momma,
our Big Momma, is letting us know now loud and
clear that She is reaching the limits of Her
boundaries.
I am asking you here and now to be the leaders
that we need to lead us forward to a healthy and
sustainable economy for a healthy and sustainable
future. 0
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All at sea in an ocean planet—BC’s environmental record:
hen cool autumnal days roll in across the
province, it should herald the return of salmon
runs but those salmon returns are at all-time
lows. Where pink and chinook salmon should normally rise
in the morning glass of coastal rivers there was an uncanny
stillness last fall. It was another statement to river watchers
from an ocean planet, an indicator of everything that is
amiss in the province’s failed environmental policies and
inaction.
The latest fisheries reports in BC indicate that returns of
the normally prolific runs of the Nass, Skeena and Fraser
River, were below even low modelling expectations and
characterized as ‘below expectations’, ‘poor return’, and
‘significant conservation concern’.
Coincidentally, the significant exceptions are the
Douglas Channel/Great Bear Rainforest fisheries where
ground-breaking environmental conservation efforts made
headlines in the spring—bucking general forestry practices
in BC. Where wilderness is protected, so is the integrity of
environmental processes and services.
River-watchers know what should be there, even when
the BC government dodges acknowledging its absence,
pretends that the problem does not exist, and then
pretends that it is a ‘world leader’ in environmental
responsibility and climate change.
The recent release of two international reports, the
IUCN report Explaining Ocean Warming: Causes, scale,
effects and consequences and the Wildlife Conservation
Society’s Catastrophic Declines in Wilderness Areas
Undermine Global Environment Targets make
provincial policy and conservation claims vacuous.

Losing Wilderness

The findings of the Wildlife Conservation Society confirm
that over the last two decades the world has lost 10% of our
remaining wilderness; despite much-touted conservation
targets set by governments, and efforts to meet them:
We demonstrate alarming losses comprising one-tenth
(3.3 million km2) of global wilderness areas over the last two
decades, particularly in the Amazon (30%) and central Africa
(14%). We assess increases in the protection of wilderness
over the same time frame and show that these efforts are
failing to keep pace with the rate of wilderness loss, which is
nearly double the rate of protection. Our findings underscore
an immediate need for international policies to recognize the
vital values of wilderness and the unprecedented threats they
face and to underscore urgent large-scale, multifaceted
actions needed to maintain them.
There is a huge disconnect between representations made
in the name of ‘environmental sustainability’ and the delivery
of actual environmental conservation practices that do not
result in the further global decline in both biodiversity and
ecological services. This is an indictment of sustainability
policies which should provide or enhance biodiversity and
the planet’s ecological services.
In point of fact, a recent study of ‘city-centric’ urban
planning ‘sustainability policies’, as promoted by BC
municipalities and practiced in much of the Western world,
or G7 countries, shows that these practices largely shift the
costs of sustainability to rural and third-world communities,
and multiply impacts globally. Sustainability can only be
validated if it is subjected to full-ecological accounting.
Otherwise, ‘sustainability policies’ only amount to shifting
the location of our garbage output.
No matter how much one tries to manage the current
economic system for sustainability, the prevailing consumer
economy is inherently unsustainable. The inevitable
disconnect between ecological realities and economic
aspirations is well reflected in what environmental
economists such as Dr Mark Jaccard have qualified as the
government’s ‘deceptive cynicism’.
This summer BC residents were promised three things
concerning the general management of BC’s environment
by both the provincial and federal governments. The general
consensus is that BC voters were betrayed on all three
counts.
First, in the wake of much posturing in Paris at COP21,
Premier Christy Clark promised a plan to address climate
change. After an almost silent release of a not very
progressive plan put forward by the hand-picked Climate
Leadership Team on a Friday afternoon in November 2015,
the premier with her deputy minister Fazhil Milhar, former
director of The Fraser Institute, reviewed the plan and have
now gutted it sufficiently to make it a completely

meaningless document.
Second, after Tsilquot’in Nation vs British Columbia both
BC’s government and the federal government have been
legally compelled to recognize that aboriginal title gives First
Nations: ‘the right to decide how the land will be used, to
enjoy, occupy and possess the land, and to proactively use
and manage the land, including its natural resources.’
In spite of the formal recognition of their explicit legal
obligations, provincial and federal practice seems
unchanged. Notwithstanding their many promises to respect
aboriginal title, both Premier Christy Clark and Prime
Minister Trudeau have elected to disregard the opposition
and concerns of First Nations leadership in BC to the Site C
development, and have failed to consult meaningfully. As
Grand Chief Stewart has put it on behalf of the BC chiefs:
‘The honeymoon is over… the Trudeau Government, like
cowardly, thuggish thieves in the dark, quietly issued federal
permits before a long weekend to allow for the acceleration
of construction.’
From a practical point of view, we have recently seen what
the alienation of First Nations’ goodwill has meant for the
state of relations with First Nations in BC. After years of
tolerance, hereditary chiefs, in 2016, issued eviction notices
to coastal aquacultural leaseholders.
Third, in spite of the constant flow of glossy reports on
the state of mines and mining oversight by the ministry of
Forest Lands and Natural Resource Operations, claiming to
uphold ‘an ongoing commitment to our land and water
resources’, July was a time for more reality checks. The
public found out—at the same time that the province reopened the Mount Polley mine site—that it is looking at a
$508 million bill for the clean-up of 83 abandoned
contaminated mine sites. In keeping with this trend, Fort
Nelson First Nations recently had a water licence issued to
Nexen Inc for gas fracking revoked, because it had been
issued without a full scientific review. This is just part of an

ongoing general decline in the scientific management of
water resources and conservation in BC.
There has been a growing drift away from conservation
in BC’s provincial and national parks, in keeping with the
implications of the federal 2015 Bill 4 Parks Act. Not only is
park oversight now down to seven full-time rangers (from
27 in 2001, in a steady erosion of full-time staff continuing
the 1984 cuts from 411 to 288 full-time staff) but, in concert
with provincial policy, the federal government has also
shifted focus away from conservation to tourism and
recreation in national parks.
Similar economic priorities, as opposed to conservation
priorities, have also seen park boundaries altered, as at Finn
Creek Provincial Park to make way for controversial pipeline
projects, such as the Kinder Morgan pipeline.
Ironically, Finn Creek Park was until recently touted as
prime spawning habitat for now at risk chinook and coho
salmon. This is a particularly sensitive question in BC as
many voters, and the mayors who represent them, are
opposed to the development of any more pipelines and are
increasingly committed to shifting the economy away from
fossil fuels to alternatives.
Notwithstanding that Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and
Premier Christy Clark once again bucked public opinion and
supported Kinder Morgan, there is long-standing public
concern about the movement of oil by tankers or by pipelines
and the risks it poses for the state of the oceans and BC’s
fisheries.

Ocean Warming -The IUCN Report

The recent IUCN report, Explaining Ocean Warming:
Causes, scale, effects and consequences can only re-enforce
public concern over the development of any fossil fuel
economy and the direction taken by the provincial
government to develop LNG. The report is really worth
taking note of. Its central theme is that the data are now in
and that the ocean is warming—with serious implications. It
is a stark warning about: ‘the knife edge that humanity is on
if the ocean reduces the huge buffering it provides as a heat
and carbon reservoir for the world.’
Until about 12 years ago, climate change research had
focussed on the effects of terrestrial temperature increases.
In this framework the ocean was largely viewed as a huge
passive sink. This reports draws on more recent research,
25% of which is from after 2014 and considers the dynamic
implications of ocean warming, largely based on data
gathered since 2000 by the international Argo programme
to measure in real-time and at different depths data on
conductivity, temperature and pressure.
www.islandtides.com
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The informed preliminary picture drawn from Argo is
challenging. As eloquently put by its authors the ocean is 75%
of the earth’s surface, its processes have direct implications
for our terrestrial processes and biodiversity. It has absorbed
93% of anthropogenic CO2 since the industrial revolution.
Between 1955 and 2010 the top 2,000 metres of the oceans
absorbed 240ZJ of energy which is equivalent of 360ºC in
the lower 10km of the atmosphere.
The conclusion of the 80 scientists who contributed to
this report is that oceans role in buffering terrestrial systems
from anthropogenic CO2 over the past 200 years has come
at a cost. Ocean temperatures and chemistry have been
altered, and the ecosystems that they support are undergoing
large shifts. The implications of these impacts are now either
unfolding or about to unfold, and present ‘the greatest
hidden challenge to our generation.’

An Ocean Planet

The state of the oceans and the stability of the processes it
sustains affect every ecosystem on this planet. We are truly
an ocean planet; every student of biology has learnt that life
came out of the ocean and that all life is inter-dependent.
Over that past 50 years the world seems to have forgotten
the implications of these important axioms, and particularly
that we are dependent on our ocean origins. Anybody who
has waded in a salmon river knows the link and the rhythms
it sets into motion all around us.
The production and consumption of fossil fuels is literally
‘dumping at sea’, with consequences that have been
foreseeable since at least 1956 when meteorologist Carl
Gustav Rossby made an early case for the implications of
‘ocean warming’ and pointed out that ‘Tampering can be
dangerous. Nature can be vengeful. We should have a great
deal of respect for the planet we live in.’

Action & Stated Objectives Don’t Match

At a time when climate change discussions appear to be
gaining prominence around the world, it is difficult to

understand how the actions of BC’s government, and its
federal counterparts, can be so incredibly at odds with stated
objectives.
Cynically, Christy Clark’s current plan includes a list of
innocuous policies that are known to be ineffective—
subsidies to industry to electrify some processes, information
programs for consumers, and statements about the
government’s good intentions. And taking cynicism to a new
level, the plan’s so-called emissions reductions are
dominated by tree planting on lands that are already
allocated to forestry, an action that does not decrease
emissions in the long run.’
Now the immediate concern for British Columbians, and
for all Canadians, should be that Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau is giving credence to the ‘climate leadership’ of
Premier Christy Clark—as he seems to have in regard to LNG
developments, Site C, and Trans Mountain X. 0
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